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A Qtatehentvbn Korea made on October 3, 1950,
by Mr. L.B: Pearson, Secretary of State for
. ‘mxternal Affairs, and representative of Canada

. on the First (Political) Committee of the
~United Nations General Assembly .

" T do not desire to detain the Committes long or to

;. _pastpone.action on these very important resolutions, because
’ . "action-is desirable. But I think it necessary briefly to

explain the attitude of my delegation toward the resolutions,

' - particularly since I represent a country which has subscri-
" .bed to the United Rations resolutions:on Korea and which has

attempted to make an effective contribution to the implemen-

It is also dirfricult to'pass by in siléhce some of

.- the statements and arguments made yesterday by the represen-
. tgtive of.the U.S.S.R. when he spoke on this subject., If I

‘may say so, his cese did not seem to me to be a very'impressivefi

_one, and it was not made more impressive by its repstition

four.times during the course of the day by other delegations:

.-that associated themselves with it. It was not impressive, -
. of course, because the Soviet Union representative and those = -

who ‘suppérted him were attempting to make bricks .without.
straw, but with a multitude of press clippings.’ S ‘

. In building up the case which they attempted'tb make, =
‘they had, of course, to do their best to discredit the work "

.\u;or_a'COmmiasion'whicb*tbq United Nations set up .some time ago .
- ‘and whioch had been operating in Korea, They hed to discredit

the work of that Commission, if they could, because the Report -
of the Commission, when it is reed in its entirety, end not .
by means of a careful selection of bits which can then be
distorted, throws a pretty clear light on what has happened
"in Korea, and some of: the facts reported by that Commission .
- are naturally embarrassing to those who support the U:S.S.R.
resolution. - L ‘ - '

We know, orA¢OUrsé,-that, in meking its report, the

' Ccommission was able to move around South Korea and gather

.

' 'evidence -- gomething which it was not permitted to do, of

course, in North Kores, as indeed 1t would not be permitted toa';

- do it in eny Communist-controlled couniry.

+ © ' ypat 414 this Commission roport? Tt raported that
‘the government of the Republic of rorees, which haod been eleotod -
there, did not oommand the one hundred per ocent support of '
the Korean people. That is something that seems to be very
astonishing to Mr. Vyshinsky ~- but it would not, of course,
be astonishing to the representative of any democratic country.

v The commissioh also reported that there had been
steady development snd progress in South Kores, even though
much remained to be done and, indeed, much could be criticlzed.
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. ‘But, aﬁoie éll,,the'Unlted Nations Commission repor-
. ted thet an aggression had been committed on June 25 by the

- . forees of North Korea, with tanks and heavy artillery, against

 {ftpe~11ght1y-anm9d'troops;or the Republic of Korea.

o Nevertheless, in the argument of Mr. Vyshinsky and
those who support him, these troops of the Republic of Korea

.- were themselves the aggressors in this case, notwithstanding

- the report of the United Nations Commission, Thet allegation
is, of course, s ridioulouavone == a8 'the representative of

. by our Commission.

“_.To charge the Repdblic of Korea ﬁith\aggression in
- this matter is Just as absurd, if I may quote -~ and I think
I am quoting it correctly -- the lenguage of the Prime

‘fAuinister Oof ‘Australis when he said: "It is Just as rigicu-

~ lous as to say'that a fist :-had been knocked out by a Jawm ..

- In fact, the aggression has been clearly proven and the S
United Nations -- 52 states -- hes accepted the facts repor--

. ted to it by the Commission. Of course the reputation of the -
Commission, and indeed the reputation of the 52 states, has
been attacked becsuse it is 'supposed to have consisted of
"yes-men" presumably to the United States; "yes-men" who
included the representative of that very well-known "yes-

. man"; Premier Nehru of India, - ‘ - e

o Insofer as the 52 states are concerned, they also T
have to accept the charge of being'satellites,'présumably of . .-
' the United States, in this matter, My country. is proudto - | *
have been included in those 52 states and we sre very proud .-
that we were able to make some contribution to operations ey
under the United Nqtions in Korea, in the sir, on the sea .- -
and through 10,000 men who have been recruited- for this pur~. -
"pose and- are now being trained for it. o

- . ' Of gourse, Mr. Vyshinsky has pointed out to us that |
our -participation in this cempaign is due to pressure which ,

- has been brought to besr on us. As far as my country is

' conocerned, the particular kind of pressure lndicated, which

. was Marshall Aid pressure, hardly applies, because we are in .

the other camp there and are attempting to participate our-

selves, by aid to other countries, where we cen assist in

their defence against aggression. I can assure the repre-

- sentative of the Soviet Union that in this matter --and T -

know that other delegastions are in the ssme position -- we

have made up our own mind end no pressure of any kind was ,

- required, not.even the mild kind of pressure once exercised

by Mr. Vyshinsky himself in Bucharest. : :

R The Committee now has two draft resolutions before

it, one in the name of eight delegations about which I

should like to say a few words, and one {n the neme of five

delegations headed by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

- The eight-power draft resolution now before the Committoo is
‘being discussed here, along with the other drart resolutions

~' on thls sudbjeot, at o moment when the victory of the United

Netions foroes hns brought with it o new mense of hope and

confidence to ull thosge who supported the United Nations in

. this“ test of its asuthority and of its effectiveness. And

! yet, military victory in itself does not, of course, provide

) .8 solution of the wider political problems which are so

closely related to the Koresn war.
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o - We must therefore strive to ensure that this victory
for the Unlted Nations over the forces of aggression will
, to the fullest possible extent serve the cause of future
-~ peace and security. 2 :

. - Thus, the Cenadian delegation considers that the
draft resolution now before the .Committee in the nsme of
reight Governments does point in the right direction. It
1s, we think, both moderate and constructive in its approach
to‘the'problem° We found the same moderation in the procla-
.mation issued on Saturday last to the North Korean Forces
by the United Netions Commander-in-Chief, There is, I think,
a determination on ell our parts at this time to avoid any-
thing which might exacerbate the situation or prblong the
struggle. That is certainly in great contrast to the rash-
-ness of those who provoked the struggle and of those who,
behind them, instigated it. Those who refuse now to lay
down their arms and ceagse fighting, or those who persugde
~ them to take that course, must bear a heavy responsibility
~ for whet happens in the days ahead. ' . o ‘

Vo The eight-power ‘draft resolution desls with two
aspects of the three-sided problem of Korea. The third .
aspect -- which is that of military action -- is, I think,
properly the responsibility of the Unified Command and the
United Nations Commander-in-Chief, 4cting, however, within -
. .the terms of the Security Council resolutions which have .
‘been adopted or of other United Netions resolutions which
mey be adopted. Strategy and politics, however, though .

separable at times in theory, are rarely separable in prac- -

tice. It seems obvious to us that no resolutions of this . .

- Assembly should interfere with military action which’iS'con?:.;:f

sidered essential to repel, extinguish and prevent the -
recurrence of aggression in Korea. , . ’

- But political considerations enter in when we consi-

der the objectives to be pursued by whatever military action
* 1s ‘teaken. These objectives, as understood, I think, by the

great majority of this Committee, have been already clesrly

stated in this Committese -~ particularly in the impressive '

.8tatement last Saturday of the representative of the United
States. 'surely,-thererore;.there_can now remain no doubt
' about the fact that United Nations Forces in Korea in their

operastions there ,are and must be,restricted tO'the»restoration..:

of peace and security, which is the sole ‘task allotted to .
them by the Security Council. No one contemplates or will

contenplate, I em sure, using these Forces for any other pur-

‘pose, At the seme time, it seems to me that we should not -
. prevent thel, by anything Ve do here, from being used for
~that purpose. _ o

S The draft resolution which I anm discussing states
. -ocertain principles which I think may guide us at this stage
of our deliberations. It proposoa o programme of uction.
These prinoliples, whioh have olraady beon refarred to by
other members of the Committaer, should commnnd. genhernl angree-.
- ment from nll those who have the welfure of Kores ot honrt.

“ '+ In’the rirst.place, the principle of the politicul
" unification of the country, to which the General Assembly of
the United Netions has long been committed, is reaffirmed.
Elections-are to be held for setting up what we hope will be
a stable and independent government for all of Korea. There:
~ ..»,W88 never really eny hope at any time for either political or

”~
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- ’economic. stability in Korea so long as it remained divided.
. Yet it might never have been unified had it not been for the

-}5f&gnorthjxoraan’aggression. ‘This 18 possibly & cese in which
., evil may eventually bring about good. - - . :

.. In the second piace,,the'reéoiuﬁion states the deter-

~...-mination of the United Nations to prevent this unhappy, war-
" ... revéged-country, from becoming e breeding ground for misery
]l: - .and disorder. .OQn the contrary, it is intended, in the first
- .-instance, to bring emergency aid to its suffering people and,
- at.a Second stage, the United Nations, through its appropriate
' - agenoies, is .to develop plans for the rehabilitation of the
' "7 Korean economy. And yet, it seems to us to be abundantly
~-/clear.that there is ‘no thought of esteblishing enything in the
- nature of a continuing protectorate, or, indeed, & protectorate
. ofeny kind, over Korea, either by the United Nations or any
- of its members. . .. i I .

<", The Korean pebple’are; ot course, new-to democratic

’*f‘baligigal life.  They may make mistakes. If they do, they

‘will oertainly not be the only people to do so. However,

© 'their fate must now be in their own hsnds. The United Netions

commission, which is celled for in this resolution, is to

_ ssion our delegation has long expressed
the view that, in the political aspects of the peace settle-

- ment in Korea, the Asian members of the United Nations have
~ én outstgnding contribution to make, and we hope they will be

;é;help then inﬂhbrkigg out their own destiny. I would say Oniy ‘
‘ this about that cooti '

glven an’opportunity to mske that contribution in this commis-

8 on.

it that.which they purport to desire ~ provision for a free
and:independent-xqrea and provision for eachieving that in a
manner which will ensure that it will happen. The Soviet

.- resolution seems to us to fell very short of. ensuring it and

is designed-- or, if it is not designed, it seems to us it is
bound - to create chaos, confusion, uncertainty anf trouble. -
And we know who benefits from a situstion of that kind.

The first 6bqra$1ve provision of the resodution asks
~the.belligerents in Korea to cease hostilitles immediately.
"Well, that hes:been done by the Security Council, and we

". know the result'of the appeal made by the Security Council

to the effect that hostilities should cease. I do not know
whether ur.wvishgpsky has more confidence that this appeal

. would meet with an'errective reception in the eyes of the
- aggresgor. now then it met with two or three months ago.

.-‘The second provision of the resozution recommends. to:
... 'm,, . the Governments of the United States
- and the Governments of other States that they
- immediately withdraw thair troops from Forea
ond theroby establish conditions whioh would
' secure for the Koresnm people the possidility
of enjoying the inalienabdle sovereign right to
~ 8ottle freely the internal affairs of their State",

" Inmediate withdrawal of United Nations fopces would

" not have that‘'result, but might very well have the opposite

~‘result. This meens that the United Nations foroces are to be

- Now I should like to say a few words about'tne_teéolue.‘ﬂ"j
.- tion standing in the name of the five delegations. I'would: .
suggest that, 1f those ddlegations were to read objectively = .

and sinocerely the eight-power resolution, they.would find in.
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."WIthdreﬁn»1mned1ete1y"eoieee theesee,'leeving North Korean

: Te"p:oops, the'trbope1or the»eggresser, in North Kores close o
'f-to.their'beae of ‘supply end'belp'across,a river. I can s
fnunderstand,,or.course, why those who put forward thig reso- '

';_‘lution might support thet course of action. : L |

‘-'."Tne~s°v1et reeelution‘ﬂoea, or course,;meke provi-

i f;Siqn,rqr the constitution of 8 Iree and united Government in

L oelled;in'the resolution, coaposed or representatives or
- North Kores ‘and South Kores, - Parity is an interesting word

in thia.oonneotion;»-It.probably‘means, though it s8eems some-

.whe;‘vague,'that this Joint coamission should cdnsist or
o -Tepresentativeg of North and South Kores on a basis or equa-

1ity, political equality and, indeed, mathematical equality,

R Political:quality in this connection would mean that the
. L de:eated‘aggressor should now, arfter his defeat - apg we hope

nize and conduct the elections in Korea. Under tpe eight- .
Power dratt resolution, these_elections are to be held under .-

\.the,auspices of a United Nations‘commission, gnd my delegation” -
- ocertainly prefers that latter course. Also pending election

up an interin committee to carry out the functions of govern-.ﬁff

ment, Again, this wouyld be composed of North Koreens and

‘South Koreans, on the aseumption,_presumably that the North
. Koreen aggressors are now willing to Co-operate Pescefully -

with those whon theyjatteeked,'it would also pe composed on [.

‘a'basis or equality.  we would have en' interinm government, ' -

preapmably,in‘xoree, Composed of two sections on a‘basis _
of equality,,a,oommunist Section snd a non-communist section.

| We know from éxperience in other parts of the world what S
"happens when that kind: of constitutional Set-up ig decided-_r_ L

: Then,"or.pouése, there 1s to be g United Nations

‘commission get up, the one indispensable condition being the‘

perticipation of the neighbqurs of Korea. Presumably that
means the‘U.S.S.R. and China, and, presumably to the authors or .

nittea. ,
On the whole, the view of our delegation ipn respact
tiony and for the foment I em saying
nothing about the 1nterest1ng amendment to the eight-power
resolution suggested by the representative of India, is that
while the U.8.8.R. resolution has some good points, gl1 these
good points oan be found in the . joint resolution of the eight
powers. On the other hand, the U.S.S.R.,reaolution has, ag
We 8ee it, gome very bed points indeed, and for thut reuson we
are unable to support it., - .

out®™ probably is the right expression to use in this connection.




, 'é, R
"gi,wduld be more enoouraged about the possibility of a success-
ful result in this connection if the leader of the Soviet

,'“ﬂf,delegation“had not said last night, or, at least, es he has |

" been reported in the press as saying, that he saw no possible
compromise between his own draft resolution and the proposal
. of the eight powers. = =~ = - : ' N




