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MRS, LIVINGSTONE,. GRAVE. !

BY PROPESROR DRUMMOND.
Professor Drummond, at Chautauqua,
told of his visit in the heart of Afriea to

the grave of David Livingstone's wife—
Dr. Moffat's daughter: * We went to

spend the night within a few yards of the|

ace where Mrs. Liviugstone died.
i‘nto in the afternoon we reached the spot
—a low, ruined hut a hundred yards from
the river's bank, with a bruad verands
shading its crumbling walls. ‘A
grown path straggled to the dnorwaf, and
the fresh print of a hippopotamus told how
neglected the spot is now. Pushing the
door open, we found ourselves in a long,
dark room, its mud floor broken into frag-
ments, and rema:ns of native fires betrayed:
its late occupanta. Turning to the right,
we entered a smaller chamber, the walls
bare and stained. with two glassless
windows facing the river, .

The eveuing sun setting over the far-off
Moramballa Mountains “tilled the room
with ita soft glow, and touk our thoughts
back to that Sunday evening twenty years
ago, when in the same bed-room at the
same time Livingstone knelt vver his dying
wife and wituessed the sunset of his life.

Under a huge baobab tree—a miraclé of 1

vegetahje vitality and Juxuriance—is Mra.
Livingstone's grave.

The picture in Livingstone's book repre-
sents the place as well kept, and surround-
od with neatly planted trees. But now it
is an utter wilderness, matted with jungle
graas and trodden by the beasts of the
foreat. And as I lovked at the ‘fursaken
mound and contrasted it with her hus-
baud’s marble tomb in Westminister
Abbey. I thought perhaps the woman's
love which brought her to a spot like this
might be not less worthy of immortality.”

THE DAY OF REST.

Yoke-follows! think how the abstraction
of the Sabbath would hopelessly enaslave
the working classes with whom we are
identified. Think of labour thus going on
in ope monotonous, and continuous, and
sternal cycle—limbs for ever on the rack;
tho fingers for ever playing; the eyetalls
for ever straining; the bruw for ever sweat-
iug; the feet forever plodding; the brain
for ever thrubbing; the shouldera for ever

drooping; the icins for evor aching; and
the restless mind for ever scheming.

Think of the beauty it would efface; of
the merry-heartedness it would extinguish
of the giant strength it would tame; of the
resources of nature that it would exhaust;
of the.aspirations it would crush; of sick-
ness it would breed: of the projects it
would wreck; of the groans it would ex-
tost; of the lives it would bamalate; of the
cheerless graves it would prematurely dig.

Sce them toiliug and moiling, sweating
and fretting, grinding and hewing, weav-
ing and spinning, sowing and gathering,
mowing and reaping, raising and building,
digging and plauting, unloading and stor-
ing. striving and struggling—in the garden
and in the field, in the granary and in the
barn, in the factory and in the mill, in the
‘warehouse and in the shop, on the moun-
tain-and in the ditch, on the roadside and
in the wood, in the city and in the country,
on the sea and on the shore, on the earth
in days of brightnessand of gloom. What
a sad picture would the world present if
we had no Sabbath!

Prize Essay on the Sabbath,

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH BIBLE.

la;\{ycliﬂ’e'a translaticn from the Vulgate,
5g‘5}:ndale'a translation from the original,

Coverdaly's translation from Latin and
German trenslations, 1685.

The “Thomas Matthew” Bible. A com-
pliation. By John rs. 1537- Revised
edition. By Richard Tanner. 15639.

The Great Bible. Called *‘great” from
size of page—-15x9 inchea, 15639.

The Geneva Version. By English ref-
ugees. From the original Hebrew and
Greek, 1560, .

The Bishops' Bible, 15668.

Roman Catholic translations; New Tes-
tamnent, 1682; Old Testament, 1610,

The Kin%Jamea Version, 1611,

Revised Version: New Testament, 1881;
Old Testament, 1885. .

WHAT A WASTE AND SIN.

M. Gervais a French authority, says
there are men capable of ing arms—
in Germauy, 5,000,000; in France, 4.500,-
000; in Austria-Huagary, 1,800,000; in
ltaly. 2,000 000; in England, 800,000; in
Russia, 6,000,000; and all-the other Euru:
pean Statea, 4,000,000. That gives ato-
tal of 24,100,000. Of that number, 10,-
000,000 are trained Soldiers.
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In this issue is given a communication
from Venice relative to the progress of
light and liberty in ltaly. 1tis a matter
for gratitude that Italy so long enslaved is
awaking shaking off in some meausure the
despotism of Rome. 1tis on the other
hand humiliating to think that while Italy
8) long ens'a: ed is asserting her rights and
throwing off her yoke, thut any pan. of
Canada such as the Prouvince of Quebec
" should bow with such servility at the feet
of Rome. May thelight that is pervading
Italy, come in power unto our uwn Do-
minion. Read the article on thenew Penal
Code of Italy given in another page.

, are for Missi

The following from The British Austra-
lasian will be of interest to our readers as
bearing upon our mission work in the New
Hebrides :

The New South Wales Government
have decided to recommend Parliament to
subsidise a monthly steam service between
Sydncy and the New Hebrides. An offer
was made some time ago by Mesars, Burns,
Philp.and Co. to conduct a monthly ser-
vice at an annual subsidy of £1,200 per

annum. The service, it was pointed out,
would be a first-claas one ; and would be
carried on punctually. The speed of the
stcamers would be from ten to twelve
knuts. The Government believe that,
Sydney being the chiof market for island
produce, and the chief purt of export for
the island commerce, a dircet service will
lead to a large development of this trade,
and much of the French trade from New
Caledonia will be diverted ty this colony.
The new service will also be a great benefit
to the missionaries on these islands, and
will proLubly enable them to diepense
with the schoouer ** Day Spring.”” The
subeidy the Government propose to grant
is £1C0 per month.

The Punjab News has the following in-
teresting incident :—

*“ Recently the Rev. Moulvie Imadud-
din, was asked by a rich and influential
Mohawmmniedan to come and see him on imi-
portant business. When he reached the

lace, he was very cordially received, and
Eospitably treated. After some time the
business was broached. His hoat took him
into an inner room. There he found
about forty Mohammedan gentlemen, in-
cluding som3 Moulvies and well-to-do in-
fluential persons. They carefully shut the
door, and having taken every pussible pre-
caution against interruption and eaves-
dropping, they said to him, ** Now you
are alone with us and God. We charge
you by the living God, to whom you will
one day give account, answer our ques-
tions truthfully. The Lord judge you if
you deceive us.” The Moulvie eaid, “‘God
18 iy witness. Ask, and 1 will answer
truly.” Then they eaid, ** We aee youare
s man of learning and worth. Why did
you become a Clristian "  *‘ For the sal-
vation of my soul,” the Moulvie replied.
**Could you not find salvation in Islam,
O brother?” “No.” ** Tell us why not.”

** Dr. Imad-ud-din then preached Christ
Jeaus to them. They listeued attentively
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and only interrupted him now and tlen to
ask pertinent questions. He stayed three
days, and each day was spent in converse
about the things of Chriat.

THE MARITIME 8YNOD.

Tuesday, the 25th of S8eptember dawned
bright ana fair, and seemed all the brighter
from the fact that such days had been re-
cently so few. From all quarters the
ministers, and elders gathered to their
annual meeting of Synod, held this vesr
in Charlottetuwn. The trip across the
Strait was delightful. The wmost seusi-
tive were free from sea sickness. Neptune
seemed to be abseut on other business, and
the passengers were left in pzace.

Arriving in Charlottetown, a warm wel-
come was received from the hospitable
people of that fair city.

At half-past seven o'cluck in the eve-
ning Zion Church was well filled with
members of Synod and others. The re-
tiring Moderator, Rev. E. A. McCurdy
preached & stirring missionary sermon,
from Mark 16, 15 ;

«+ And He said unto them, Goye into all the world
and preach the zospel to every creature.”

Wa hope to give it in full to the readers
of the MARITIME in next issue.

Next came the roll-call, une feature of
which may be mentioned, viz, the absence
of alders. Very few of them were present.
This should not be. If an iuterest in the
work of the Church at large is to be maiu-
tained and deepened, one means of doing
so must be by an attendance of the elders
at the courts of the church.

Next came in usual order, the changes
during the year, the translations, the or-
dinations, the inductions, the deaths. Of
these last there were five viz. Rev. Messrs,
Williain Duff, William Millen, Alexander
Russell. Samuel Johnson, W. R. Fraume,
five during the year, some in old age,
some much younger, but the many re-
movals are all calls to those who remain
te work more faithfully while life lasts,

Election of Moderator came uext. Four
had been nominated, Revs. D. B. Blair,
J. M. McLeod, H. B. McKay, and N.
McKay. There was for a few moments a
pleasant rivalry swmong the other three
nowineos as to who should have the privi-
lege of moving and seconding Mr. Me-
Lecd's numination, which was unanimous-
ly adopted.

The Synol cuntinued in Session fur the

two following days. There were no vexin
*‘cases”’ taking \ap the time of Syn
which, after the devotional exercises «f
each session, was (iven diligently to the
different branches of the work of the
church,

THE HUNTER CHURCH BUILDING FUND

Comumittee reported that free loans had
been made during the year to Gordon
Church, Glace Bay, 8260 ; St. Andrew’s
Church, Syduey, for one year, and
then 2 years at d per cent. ; Mabou, 8400;
Kennetcouk, 8200. Grants were made to
Shelburne, 8400 ; Kemptown, 8400 ; Car-
leton, 8100 ; Margaree, 8100. This fund
was left some years ago by Mr. C. D.
Hunter a Halifax merchant, a native of
Hants County who e5oing to the city a
poor boy had pushed his way to wealth,
and at his death left a largo sum to aid in
building churches in weak congregations in
Nova Scotia. Part of it is used in giving
free loans to be repaid in instalments:
This part caunot of course increase as it
bears no interest and as fast as it is repaid
from one place, it is loaned out in another.
The other part is invested at interest and
the proceeds are given in free grants or
gifts to more destitute places to aid them
in building places of worship. As may be
expected the demand is wuch greater than
the supply, aud but a small portion of the
a?p]icatione can be granted. The report
(¢}

THE YADIES COLLEGE

was presented, and was most cheering.
During the paat year its ordinary rececipts
have paid all ordinary expenses and loft a
small balance on the right side. Already
the room is too smal and further additions
to the buildings are required. A rvesolu- -
tion waa passed tendering the countenance
and moral support of the Synod to the
directors in taking measures to neet ex-
istiug liabilities and add such new build-
ings and equipments a8 may yet be re-
quired.

It was stated that the expenses are at
least £100 per year less than for the same
services in a similar institution at Mont-
real. The committee on

COOPERATION WITH THE METHODIST
CHURCH *
was reappuiuted. It is to be hoped that
some plan may be agreed upon which will
prevent either church planting stations
where it has no people, or next to none in
the midst of congregations of the other de-
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nomination, and where the only hope of
increase must be by taking from the other.
This is nejther courtzous, christian, nor
right, and yet there are places not a thou-
saud milés from the Maritime Provinces
where things like thisare done. A report
on

OUR THEOLOGICAL COLLRGE

showed steady. progress, both in attend-
ance and finances. Two things are regret-
ted, first, that while thereis an increasing
attendance. of students, a considerable
number there ave still going ‘to other
places, and second, that there =rve still
some congregations which do not dv their
duty by the college financially. Forty
congregations gave no help last year.
More men are needed. Get your promis-
ing boys to study for the ministry, and get
them to study at Pine Hill. They will get
a training as thorough as in almost any
other institution and more so than in niany.

An overture from the Presbytery of
Wallace to

LENGTHEN THE TIME OF MEETING OF SYNOD

was cordially supported and next year the
Synod will meet on Thursday and continue
its sessions until the fullowing week.
‘This will give more time for cunference on
the work of the church, and it is hoped
will prove vastly more helpful and profit-
able. Wednesday evening was devoted to

HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.

At least one evening should have been
given to each but there was not time for
that. Onr readers are perhaps more fa-
miliar with the Foreign than the Home
Miesion Work. The following particulars
of the latter as stated by the Convener
will be of interest.

*¢ The work is three fold : 1at. Supply-
ing vacancies, of which thete are thirty,
but only fourteen probationers are avail-
abie for these. 2nd. Ordained mission-

‘aries, of whom there are 10 over special
fields, 3rd. Mission stations, with 42 cate-
<hists in the stations. In all 81,400 more
wiil be needed this year than last.  Last
year 806593 were given—a fine response
to the appeal made. 1'Lis year they-will
require $8,000. Part of this increase is
owing to the fact that the payment of pro-
bationers has been increased to ten dollars
per week and that of catechists to seven
dollars lgzr week,

The RBopart ..f the Synod’s Committee
(o' +] L]

BYSTEMATIO BENEVICENCE
was most cheering. Tha contributidns for
the Schemeas of the Church over the whole
Synod havo increused nineteen per cent
over the Emvious year. The report will
be published in full. The committee on
SABBATH O BSERVANCE,

In giving an account of the years work,
coul%i not report such cheering progress,
The freight tratlic on the Iutercolonial is
on the increase. Mammon seems deter-
mined that if men cannot serve God and
him on the Sabbath, he at least shall not
be the loser.

The afternoon of Thursday was chiefly
occupied in considering the reports on
Sabbath Schools and on the Aged Minis-
ters Fund, and the Widows and Orphans
Fund. The former will be given to our
readers in the next issue, the funds of the
two latter are in good condition. One
item that occupied a little time this after-
noon was an appeal from the Congregation
of Mira, C. B, rding arrears of salary
clalmed by Rev. Dr. McLeod. The Judi-
cial Committee, to which it had baen re-
ferred by Synod, reported, and after some
discussion the congregation was recom-
mended to pay 81000 in full of all claims.
To this both the representatives of the
Presbytery and the con%regation agreed.
The first subject on the last evening was
the report on ' .

THE STATE OF RELIGION

which was very full and interesting. One
difticulty with the Committee is to get re-
ports from Presbyteries ana Sessions.
Another difliculty felt in Synud was the
want of time for conference on the subject
and a discussion on the best ways and
means of advancing the state of religion
in our church. The Committee on

TEMPERANCE
in their report, px‘vaghed as usual a sound
temperance gospel, laying vigorously to
right and left againzt all uselgmd salo of
strong drink and all complicity therein.
The tide of temperance sentiment is on
the whole making progress, and though
the chariot wheels of Prohibition tarry
long yet their distant rumblings are heard
and a more favored day than ours shall
witness their coning.

At ten o’clock, Thursday evening after
the usual closing exercises, farewalls were
waid, and next morning an early hour
;sw most of the members en route for

ome.
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Crinided.

LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.
8ax Ferxaxoo, Aug. 10, 1888,
Dear Mr, Scott :

The Presbyterian Church, St. George,
Grenada, 100 miles distant, becane vacant
in Ja.nuarg through the appointment of
the Rev. James ﬁuir of the old Kirk to
a vacant parish in Demerara. .

Our Presbytery has been giving a help-
ing hand. Intelligence has just been re-
ceived of the appointment of the Rev.
James Rae to the vacancy.

I spent three weeks there in June, and
took the opportunity to visit the Indian
Mission Station on the Northern part of
the island. Itis about four hours ina
small steamer from from St. George to
Santeurs. We arrived about b p. m., but
as our engine would nut reverse we got on
& ledge where we remained in some
anxiety for forty-five minutes. During
this time we were immediately under a
bluff, probably 150 feet in leight, which
has historical associations of a touching
character. : .

Though Grenada was discovered on the
third voyage of Columbus in 1498, it does
not t:ggear that the Spaniards ever at-
tempted to force a settlement, and its in-
habitants, the Caribs, remained in peace-
ful obacurity until 1650. At this date the
avarice and ambition of the Governor of

Martinigue led him to fit out an expedi-’

tion to conquer the island. The Bar-
barians received them with the utmost
kindness, and having no pretext for a
war they presented knives, hatchets, glass
beads in abundance to the Chief.

The French claimed that thisialand had
thus been ceded, in lawful purchase.
They built a fort, left an officer in charge,
but when the Caribs declined to ratify the
treaty the invaders resolved to extermin-
ate them. Reinforcoments arrived from
Manini&x: in a few months, the unfor-
tunate Caribs were butchered, no quarters

iven, On one spot a company of forty

aving beeu surrounded arealain. About
an equal number kaving escaped are pur-
sued and the pursuit continues until the
poor unfortunate people being forced to
the brink of the blufl, find that they have
no alternative but to leap or perish by the
bhand of their bloud-thirsty pursuers.
They choose the former and m the
brow of the bluff all leap, save one, and

?erilh. A beautiful girl of 13 shrinke
rom tho fatal leap, and tremblingly con-
fides to the mercy of their foes. A dis-
pute arose betweep two of the ofticers,
each claiming her as his lawlul prize, but
the contention was terminated by & third
shooting her down. I believe no trace is
found of the deacendants of the Aborigines.

At Santeurs I was kindly entertained in
a Presbyterian house, and Mr. MoNeilley
gave me the next morning & good mule on
which I rode all day, visiting several small
ocommunities 6f Indiang, and about five in
the evening I reached the mission station
at Samaritan Estate. The people though
more numerous than in any other district
are scattered, yet within two hours quite
80 Indians gathered in to nieet me, Under -
the light of the stars I preached to themn
Christ, the only Savivur, and thenbaptized
two adults. There was no room large
enough to admit the audience. Next
morning I met 18 children in the school,
who are doing fairly well both in Hindi
and English. This Station is most credit--
able to the Rev. Mr. Muir, to the Presby-
terian ladies now working to keepit up in.
his absunce, and to the agent Sewnarayan,.
one of our young men, who has the con-
fidence and estcem of his countrymen.

My host Jadusingh, a well to-do shop-
keeper, who had promised a site for a
church came to St. George after my visit,
end signed the Deed of conveyance. A
building is row in course of erection.
This mission has not been taken up by the:
Colonies committee, A few friends in
Scotland %ave contributed to the support,
but the whole responsibility rests upon a.
few ladies connected with the Presbyterian.
congregation of St. George.

A letter to hand this evening from an
elder there tells of the assiduous efforts of
the Catechist in seeking to prepare a poor
Indian for death. The sentence of death:
has buen already executed and the unfortu
nate man gave every evidence of penitenco,
and of trust in Jesus as his Saviour.

The number of Indians there do not at
present exceed 2,000 but the cocoa oulti-

vation is rapidly extending where the
SUGAT cane once grew, e demand for
Indian labourers is in ing; and it is

uow expected that annually a few will ar-

rive, hence the importance of the field.

At an early day too I think the mission
will become self anpgn-ting.

' ours faithfully,

K. J. GRANT.
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LETTERFROMREV. W. L. MACRAE.

Gasparze, W. J,, Aug. 17, 88,
Dear Mr. Secott : -~

1 feel somewhat guilty for neglecting
what should be a pleasant duty, sending
ou a few notes occasionally for publication.
itil a duty we owe not only to the public
press of the church, but also- to vurselves
as it is a means of increasing the interest
at home in our respective ficlds of labour.
The heading of this letter requires a
little explanation.

From the window where I now sit can
be seen numbers of porpoises ¥oking their
nouﬁ: above water for brief broathing
spolls.

Perhaps this is the best explanation I
can give of our sojourn heve. . We have
come to this little Island for a brief breath-
ing spell-—to get the benefit of the sea air,
and sea bathing for a few days,

Last ovening we rowed to the other end
of the Inland to see a natural phenomenon
in the shape of a cave, which extends
through the end of the Island at the sea
level. The distance is lometbin%‘like $of
a mile. We could not go thro
light was not sufticient. A big torch
or lamp is required to avoid twinbling over
a rock, or -ligping into the water. As we
had nothing but candles we went in but a
short distance and came out impressed
with the thought of how dark and danger-
ous our life would be were it not for tho
lght that shines so brightly in the gospel.

0

w appropriate that passage seemed |-

*¢Thy word isa hmpunto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” .

On our way home our attention was at-
tracted by our boatman exclaiming * Sea
behave yourself {*' ¢ Be quiet now ! " asa
slight wave dathed over the bow of the
boat. He was at once asked if he thought

" he had any power over the sea, He said
““no.” ** Have you ever heard of one who
on one occasion spoke to the waves and
they stood atill?” His reply indicated
that he had heard of the Saviour and of
the incident referred to, and upon this he
gave us s discourse in his rude dialect on
the future world., According to his idea,
heaven is a place where there is & large
rocking chair which will never break down.
The height of his ambition was to get into
that rocking cair and rock for * ever.”™

Besides two or three private dwellings
owned by parties in Port of Spain, there

are only a fow little huts on the Island,

a8, 0ur’

one of them belonging to our boatman.
A-glimpse into any one of them would to
& large extent account for what seemed to
be their higheat notion of happiness.

The centre of the Island is quite high,
and is covered with a thicket of evergreen
trees and by its solitariness reminds one of
the mountains side, and the desert places
tv which our Saviour so frequently resort-
ed to regain apiritual strength ; suggestin
how much we also need such renewing an
strengthing for daily toil. We are apt to
forget that we are but implements in the
hand of the great Husbandman which re-
quire constant sharpening and fashioning
by his own hand in ordet to be made meet
for their use. Dealing . face to face and
hand to hand constantly with sin and error
soon takes the odge off one’s consecration,
so that it is necessary to be much *“alone
wi;s' God” to be of any use in his vine-

8
i And he hath made hl.nz mouth like a
short sword ; in the shadow of his hand
hath he hid me, and made a polished shaft,
in his quiver-hath he hid me.”

1 will close this somewhat rambling note
by asking the readers of the ** Marirraz”
and I am sure I voice the sentiments of all
your agents in Trinidad in making the re-
quest, to intercede for us at the throne of
gnce that we may thus be made *‘ meet

or the Master's use "’ and instrumental in
bearing much fruit to his honorand glory.”
. Yours very faithfully,
- 'W. Li Maceae.

'LETTER FROM MRS. MORTON.
: Almu,_ 'l'_nmo'm, July 31st, '88.
My dear Miss Macgregor :—

I trust the Ladies of your S8ewing Circle
are not among those who are quick to feel
agrievec when a temporary mrcitz‘“of
Missionary letters takes place. 1 ly
grant that- we ought to write more-fre-
quently, and often wish, nay more, would
be ready to make & oonisiderable scrifice
to secure an arrangement by which I could
grind out letters-ds the: Chinese do their
N L T e

-Our woather, for the past two: months-
has not bean inspiring. If min ixmot fall-
inig by the bucketfil, the sun-isatfuinace
heat. ‘What little y is apared.to me,
}m‘beon htgely«-'mcugid»onu@ 0 prob-
oms. SCNOE

First :—<How to ‘aeompplisli the same
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amount of mission work aa when I had my
daughter to help me.

Second:—How to patch up Mr. Morton's
health and my own, to work on until cir-
cumatances favor our taking a furlough.

It has been very unhealthy in Port of
Spain. A vary fatal typeof dysentery has
carried off & large number of people. It
seems to be attacking San Fernando now ;
the country districts have so far escaped,
They say there is a species of fish crowd-
ing the Gulf, that only appears in great
numbers in time of cholera or some kin-
dred epidemic.

Great preparations are being made to
celebrate to-morrow, being the first of
August. the Jubilee of Emancipation.
There is to be a morning service in all the
churches, after which everybody who feels
inclined will eat and drinkand gance ashe
may find opportunity. Tke rage for jubi-
lees and semi-jubilees is a fine thing for
the pleasure loving.

Our schools are all doingnxretty well,
Sometimes on enquiry we. the num-
bers too low, and get a message that the
children want to see ** Missus.” Miisus
understands very well what that means, so
she goes not empty handed, but armed
with a basket of mangoes, or a bunch of
figs bananas from the Tunapuna garden ;
if nothing else is on hand a bottle of
sweeties auswers well the p of re-
viving the flagging interest in literature; a
rapid increase in numbers is sure to result.

he only Emuncipation Jubilee that
would be patronized Y); me will be cele-
brated on the day that the Government
gives us a Compulsory Education Law. To
be freed from the never-ending task of
~oaxing and entreating thechildruntocome
to achool, and the parents to allow them,
would indeed be & boon. There is such
a variety of hindrances.

On Saturday we heard that Red Hill
School is very small, a gang of children
having gone to spread manure on the cane
fields. If you ask them to come to take a
lesson in tho evening they say they are too

weary.
We were able to place two of our boys
as clerks, with a merchant in Port of
Spain, lately. Several have been taken
into Fovernment schouls as monitors for
special work among the Hindus. We sent
one young xan, Nelson Imam Baksh to
St. Lucia as a veacher in May. He is doing

ve{; well there.
ou will see that this letteris addressed

from Arima. We came here for a change'
for Mr. Mortsn who has ‘been troubled
with an asthnatic affection for some woeks
t. He has improved very much dur-
ing the weck we have apeut in Arima, and
being a part of his own district he can atill
bé about his work. A gentleman kindly
allows us the use of a very comfortably
furnished house. We are within three
miles of & spot wiicre forest land has juat
been cleared to put up & school-house on
the Omara Road. A good deal of the ma-
terial has been prepared from foreat trees.
The roof is to be thatched with a kind of
galm. This school is to be assisted by
overnment, and will gather in the child-
ren of those E. Indian settlers who having
removed from estates are cultivating cacao
etc., on their own lands, or assisting others

to dowso.

Though I had only been once in Arima
previoualg 1 ‘was surprised to find that
most of the E. Indian people about here
know me, and remind me that on such an
eatate they heard me sing a Hindu hymn,
or talk about God.

Arima is only eight miles from Tunapu-
na, but the reud is rough and hill he-
railroad terminates about a mile from the
town, which is amall and straggling ; there
are very few white people in the neighbor-
hood. The situation is much higher than
Tunapuna. and further removed from
swampy districtsa which are so prejudiciak
to health. The Sabbath work ¢an be kept
up nearly as ususl, and we trust that a.
short residence here will be as beneficial to.
our work as it seems likely to be to Mr.
Morton’s health. .

With kind messages for all the ladies,
and hopingl that your valuable box of
clothing will be forth coming as usual thia
year.

I remain very truly yours,
Saran E. MorTtox.

It is reported that in the village Under-
ton, hidden away in the Taurus, there was
an American merchant who, five years agv,
happened to see a Bible in the hands of a
neighbor. He began to read therein, and '
00D learned the way of salvation, Every .
Sunday morning he holds a Bible class
preaches in the afternoon and has-a school ,
of & dozen children. At least a score of
peaple owe their conversion to lis example
and teaching. This little colony of Chris-
tians is not indebted to any foreign mis.
sion agency.
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ANNUAL hlEETINg OF THE W. F.

.

The Annual meeting of the Women's
Foreign Mission Society was held in Truro
September 20th and 21st,

¥here was in attendance about one
hundred delegates, besides visitors, And
a warm welovine was given them by the

. hospitable people of Truro.

Miss Blackadder was present and by her
excellent addresses added much to the in-
terest of the meeting.

During the year three auxiliaries have
died, and ten new ones, and seven mission
bands have been formed making the pres-
ent strength of the Society eighty three
auxiliaries and twenty five mission bands.
= In addition to the usual grants for the
year to the lady teachers in Trinidad, fifty

ounds each was voted to the work in

t. Lucia and Demarara.

s All the old officers were reelected with
Mrs. Baxter of Halifax as an additional
Vice President.

The 1neeting is said to have been an
enjoyable and profitable one. Public
meetings were held on two evenings in-
atead of one as heretofore.

The next Annual mesting is to be held
in Charlottetown.

" In this issue is given a most interesting
chapter on ‘‘Zenana Wrongs” from a book
entitled **Hindu Women.” An awful
picture it is of the degraded position to
which heathenism consigns its women.
Their tender mercies are cruel. .

The same writer says: *‘ The men are
all married but they live ali»lart, a group of
wen in one purtion of the house ; the
women also in their separated life withiu
. the seclusion of their zensua walls.. But
- one thing is pretty certain, that these Ze-

umas are the darkest, dirtiest and most

wretched part of the whole establishmeut;
..even light is hut grudingly bestowed on
.-the. poor inmates of these prisons, but

‘then a woman is but an inferior creature

and so this is all right!” : -

Tﬁe almost qgimimom feeling o..inoug~

the membera ¢f Synod is that the meetings
are too short. There should be time for
fuller conference on the many divisions of
our Church's work. Couventions of dif-
ferent kinds meet and spend several days
witk profit in oonference upon.a single
subject, such as Sabbath Schools, A few

days in conference in 8ynod upor. the dif-
ferent departments of the work would
greatly help. Each could learn from others
experience, and members would go to
:heir homes to better work than ever be-
ore.

A CONVERTED ATHEIST'S TES.
TIMONY.

Mr. W. R. Bradlaugh has received the
following from one who has recently laid
hold of the trath., .

** Just a line to thank you, and to say
that the story of my unfortunate life would
be too long for your paper ; but, if my ut-
ter condemnation of Atheism, with its
hopelessness, its dreariness and its cruelty,
ir worth anything to you, here is my ver-
dict : Atheism takes all the meaniug out
of life, and throws a hopeless gloom over
the grave. Atheism deprivesa man of his
power tv do good. It narrows and cor-
rupts. his mind, and renders his life barren
and fruitless, Atheism spells ruin.”

PRESBYTERIANS IN EUROPE.

Thé Belfast Witness, in an article on the .
London Council, has this, which will sur-
prise many : :

“Some of the facts hrought out were
startling. We knew before that there are
1,000 Presbyterian churches in Canada,
and over 15,000 in the United States,

ut how many people were awarw, till the
statistics presented to the Council inform-
ed them of the facts, that there are over
2,000 Presbyterian congregations in Hun-
gary, and that there are more Presbyterian
churches in France than in Ireland ?

THE CHRISTIAN'S PORTION.

“* I have a goodlly heritage.”—Ps. xvi. 6.
Life more abundantly. —John x. 10.
1Lgve which passeth knowledge.—-Eph. iii.

Peace which passeth understanding. —
Phil. iv. 7. |

Unsearchable riches.—Eph. iii. 8.

An unspeakable gift.—2 Cor. ix. 15.

- The first American Sabbath school of
which we have any definite knowledge was
s‘arted in Eghnu, Lancaster, Pa., about
1739, by Ludwig Hacker, a common school
teacher. It was carried on by him up to
the date of the battie of Brandywine, when
its building was given up fur hospital uses.
—Phil, Pres.

"
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ZENANA WRONGS.
‘Buch as ait in darkness and in the shadow of death:
being fast bound in misery andiron,”—Psalm, ovii. 10,

Of the woman's life and fate in India.
The oudline might be & few sharp touches
as follows :—The unwelcome birth. The
child-marriage. The lonely wife-life ; its
vacaut, listless drag. The joys of mother-
hood. The horrors - of widowhaod. Tho

lcomy future. Life without hope, and
eath in darkest despair.

Manu, the highest authority in Hindu
law, tells us that ¢ In childhood must a
female be dependent on her father; in
youth, on her husband ; her lord being
dead, on her sons, A woman must never
veek independence.”

On the other hand, if she exercises any
will of her own, she is a svairini, an un-
chaste or immoral woman. For a female
to aspire to the exercise of her free-will
would be *‘shocking to the Hindu com-
munity!”

Manu further writes: “By a girl, or by
& young woman, or by a woman advanced
in years, nothing must he done, even in
her own dwelling place, according to her
mere pleasure.” After obtaiming.a hus-
band she may at all times be legally sup-
erseded by another wife...... “1If she
have no children, she may be su ded
in the eighth year; it her children be dead,
in the teuth, aud if she has only daughters,
in the eleventh, and if she speaks umkind-
ly, without delay. And when thus legal-
ly superseded, if she depart in wrath from
the house (as well she may), she must ei-
ther instant]
in presence of the whole family.”....Ac
cording to Manu, the wife *‘has mo busi-
ness with the texts of the Veda,”t. e,
the authoritave writings of her own reli-
gion. Hence we are informed: *‘Thusis
the law fairly setiled; and having therefore
no evidei ce of law snd no knowledge of
expiatory texts, sinful women must be as
ﬁulxl as falsehood itself; and this is a fixed
rale.” )

No sacrifice and no religious rites are
allowed to her apart from her hustand.
she is thus necessarily igiorant of her
weligion, and prohibited fiom the perfor
mance of such sacrifices ae, according to
her religion, might expiate her sins.
Manu classes her along with “the stupid,
the dumb, the blind, and the deaf (sup-
posed to be cursed because of sins in their
preceding lives), talking birds, decrepid
old men, and infidels,” of whom must

be confined or abandoned.

be diligently removed at the timo of con-
solaticn; for, says our great lawgiver,
“above all are women apt to betray secret
council. One man's word is of more
weight than that of ‘even many pure wo-
men.’ She may be ‘corrected’ by her
lord, to whom ‘her mind, speech, and
body are kept in subjection,” by means of
‘arupe, or a small shoot,_of a cane,” and
corrected within an inch of her life, yet
she cau receive no relief from his cruelty
by means of a divorce. however nunorous
his wives and concubines may be. He
may have been married in infancy, when
he had no knowledge whatever of what he
was deing, or ;ather what was being done
for him; and he may never have lived
with her, and never intend to; still he can-
not get rid of her, and she cannot get rid
of him, however anxious both may be for
a legal separation with a view to marriages
after their own will and pleasure.”*
THE INFANCY OF HINDU WOMEN.

There are 100 millions of women in In-
dia, se we need not exaggeratoe the turri-
ble shought of female infanticide, and yat
it very surely dves exist still. Not asin
days gone by, before the British raj pro-
clammed the sacritice of an humble life
“‘murder.” and when kali and Guuga
claimed their victims, both children and
adulws in hundreds yearly, but in less ub-
trusive and Jess numerous iwstances it cer-
tainly exists even to-day. Sir Richard
Tewple writes: *“The government has
fur !unz years set itself to suppress this
most inhuman practice by various meas-
ures, lugislative and executive, with some
considerable success at least, though pro-
bably not without some failure.” We
mentivn it, however, solely to illustrate
the thought of how very unwelcome a
poor little Hindu child-girl is when its ex-
istence becomnes a fact.

Probably the disappointment expressed
represents two distinctly diffcrent phases
of fecling in the father's and the mother's
minds. " To him the girl-child is a disap-
pointment, because, first of all, it means
that the gods are displeased with him; suc-
ondly, because the sule end of a girls life
must be to get her married as well and as
quickly as pussible within the perscribed
caste rules and limitations, and this will
cost him much money; and thirdly, be-
cause the father’s hoj.es for time and after
death are abeolately dependent upon hav-
ing a son who can perform the pruper fun-
eral-rites, without which nune can pass
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safely through the gates ~f death to anj
measure of even that p..or felicity whic
good deeds in one .life may be hoped to
secure for the next. No wonder, there-
fore, that many a time the announcement
“A girl is born” is followed by the quiet
aign of the father’« depreased and tightly-
clenched thumb over the fingers of the
right hand. No word is needed; the old
hag nurses know to well ita signification,
and as quietly press their thumb on a well
&kuown apot on: the puor child’s head, and
all is accomplished! Who can tell how
many such deeds of darkness still occur —
we fear we even may write daily—behind
the purdah?

But the mother’s disappointment when
a daughter is born probably touches on
none of these points. She weeps ‘‘not a
son,” because she kwows the misery of &
Hindu woman's life, and pities the poor
little une with such a future of inevitable
woe; because she fcars her husband’s
wrath; and because she too has been
taught that no woman without sons can
ever reach heaven at all.

Poor little Hindu maid, there truly is
uo poasibility left of a welcome for you! .

“Often I s2y to myself with a choking
feeling,” writes a lady medical mnissionary,
**Alas! what has sin wrought?! Here isa
poor miserable child of three years, starv-
ed and ill; I order her codliver oil to be
rubbed into its body, and the mother says,
<I don't think I'll take the trouble, for if
she diea I shall have one less to care for!’”

And another missionaryadds: *‘In one
of my houses 1 found s poor little girl of
not more than three months vld lying,
wholly neglected and uncared for, on the
floor, crying very bitterly, and apparently
in much pain; but nobudy came to render
her any help. At laat the grandmother
appeared, but instead of taking her u
- and comforting the child, she showe
anathemas upen the r little thing,
which greatly di me. 8o I asked
the old woman to vy and pacify the child;
but imagine wy horror when she exclaim-
ed, ‘Who cares for a girl? 1f God could
take away the boy, let Him take the girl
also. Iam not foirg to touch her. I
would rather she died!

Thus we illustrate that the Hindu girl
allowed to livo enters not on a very joyous
life.

A Hindu lecturer beiure quoted, says:
*“Our women in these days know not what
light is, what intellectual improvement

means; they merely serve their husbands.
The Indian woman is faithful to her hus-
band; this is her one predominant charac-
teristic. . ... And so long as we have not
been able to educate our wives, our sis-
ters, and our dauvghters in a proper way,
we cannot have attained any amount of
moral superiority. . ...Good mothers are
wanted for the regeneration of India,
therefore I will urge you first to elevate
the degraded condition of your females,
then try to reform your family before you
expect to reform svcicty,” &c., &c.

.+..*“The merciful band of our God will
come to our succour, be assured; He will
bless aud elevate our nation. Such aha

y day isto come, and I hope that you will
fa.buur bard, and look forward in expec-
tation of that happy day when our wives
will be blessed, our widuws will be releas-
ed from the thraldom of the manifold suf-
ferings they now undergo, our daughters
will be prepared to give us their opinions
on subjects of vital interest, and our mo-
:il;en will anxiously watch our progress in

e."

We give these utterances because it
seems meet to us, whenever practical, to
lot the Hindu speak for himself. Itisa
native educated gentleman who, amongst
an audience of fellow-countrymen, thus
looks behind the purdah and speaks of
the evils there. And be it remembered
that this lecture from which we quote is
scarcely two months old when we pen
these extracts.* So that the strong, sor-

" rowful, suggestive words apply to a pres-

ent state of things—to India as it now is.

A nather severe critic not long ago hit
upon this rebuke: ‘“You write of the 100
willions of Indian women, but you never
subtract ought for the children; they sure-
ly must decrease somewhat from the round
pumbers of misery you are o0 anxious to
impress upon vs.

: ow we \;idsh,it wgre so! I}ut whoa:a »
girl is married at eight years of age, what
ccu we say of her girlhoud?

THE WIFEHOOD OF HINDU WOMEN.

Of her wifehood, too. there is not much
to tell. Begun at s0 early an age, aud en-
tered by the door of marriage ceremonies
which may not be spoken of, revealin,

ibly to the immature little mind

irg things and thoughts which should
never have been stirred, she passes from
infancy, as we should term it, into the
duties and trials of matare life, or, at any
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rate, into the seclusion and imorisonment
which terminate for ever m.;i‘-as of
childhood. We suppose it is this fact,
this dreary imprisoned life-doom, that is
most appalling and most indescribable to
our English liberty-loving, liberty-enjoy-
ing minds. This, in fact, is the pall over-
shadowing India, which, notwithstanding
all its earthly beauty and glorious sun-
shine, renders it such a duﬁ and joyless
land.

1f we seriously set ourselves to fathom
this zenana life, what is it? As we glance
at it from one view and then from anoth-
er, perhaps at first sight it only looks a
little irksume. Indeed, we have even
heard English sisters say as much. But
try seriously to contemplate ourselves
within the doomed circle. All day leng,
and every day for years in and ycars out,
in one room: four bare walls, and nothing
more to look at but a aquare patch of sky
occasionally. What should we think
abous? “*Oh, what we did yesterday, and
what we have to do to-day,” says one.
But, alas! it is not the custom of Hindu
ladies to do anything. *‘Things and peo-
ple we had seen in days gone by,” sug-
gests another. Ah! true, so we might;
but these poor weary ones have always
been prisoners, and so they have no hap-
py memuories o feed upon. Itvis scarcely
credible, I know, but it is true, thatin
the city zenanas are shut up lots and lots
of women who have never seen a tree,
and, of course, if not a tree, then not one
of the hundreds of different things which
pass so cunstantly before even our babies’
eyes and minds, forming sources of mental
education and opening thoughtfulness,
Truly I know uot how tograsp the thought
of the utter vacuity. Remember there
are no other ﬁeople‘: thoughts, no books,
no finger-work of any kind, and no amuse-
ments, not many household duties, and
no ‘(l)luuide life, to break the pitifulness of
it all.

I know 1 shall be met with the rebuke,
“These are but exceptional cases, and it
is not so all over India.” But alas! it
must be urged that this is tbe broad gen-
eral outline and the principle of the thiug,
and that the exceptional cases—and thank
God there are now not a few exceptivnal
cases—are the results of the effurts, of
which we are about to speak, to getinside
the zenana to break up its dreary mono-
tony and let in the light. And theexcep-
tions here, as in other things, prove the

rule.

It has beon said, and probably with
much truth, that Mahomedanism brought
the present zenana system to a climax. But
though it may be credited with much of
the miserable seclusion of the Hindu wo-
men, it was before Hindu husbands tcok
to locking up their women from their Ma-
homedan conquerors that Manu wrote his
directions which clasped around her the
chain of iguorance and inferiority, and
mads it even virtuous of her to confess,
‘“Mem Sahib, we are like the animals; we
can eat and work and die, but we cannot
think."”

And we have before shown that Hindu
men themselves, and these, too, the edu-
cated and best amongst the different. class-
es, speak openly, if sadly aud all too des-
pondix:ﬁly, of the state to which, through
one fault and another, Indian womanhood
has been reduced.

We pass to another phase of the eril
with the remark of one of these men; he
says: ‘‘A impenetrable darkness and chacs
still broods over the greater part of India.
See in what a life of drudgery and misery
our mothers, our wives, and our daughters
live.” It isnot we, therefore, who paint
the picture black; it has grown black with
the accuinulated wrongs of centuries, and
as the outcome of an enforced ignorance,
idleness, und neglect.

The men are suflering now as well as
the women; and truly we are glad, for till
they could be made to feel that the ill
came back upon themselves there was lit-
tle hupe of its remedy. Hinduism isa
terribly self-considering system, so not
even national considerations or the gener-
al welfare could be made into strong
enough arguments. The pinch must be
felt pretty sharply and individually in or-
der to awaken conviction. But the light
which Christianity exhibits, happily shows
to oven heathen darkness that it is better -
to live in the sanshine than to exist ina
rock-cave; it is happier to be working for
others and their good, than to be always
thinking of self and labouring to achieve
nothing but one's vwi, *‘liberation!”

There are other evils of Indian woman-
hood we havo not touched upon, and we
should scarcely do so excegt to bring for-
ward to prominence the fact, which we
have not overlooked, that in sucha vast
country as India there are and must be
endless varieties, not only in national ha-
bits and customs, religious rules and ob-
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servances, family distinctions and regula-
tions, and even caste arrangements and
tyrannies; so that it is easy, if we give il-
lustrations of what prevailsin the Punjab,
for it to be very flatly contradicted by the
natives of Travancore; or if we speak of
Madras, for poople in Bengal to say, ‘It
is quite different here.” -For inatance, the
closest seclusion isin the valley of the
Ganges; the greatest immorality and the
laxest ideas of wifely fidelity in the south;
the most obtuse ignorance and gravest
want of common sense, we fancy at least,
prevails amongst the women of the plains,
whilst tho st superstitions and most
most horrible rites a:lfmticed by the
Krishna worshippers calied Vallabhachar-
yas. All are different, but all have this
one description as reality—*‘Our women
are in soul-slavery, degraded. ignorant,
and superstitions.”

We have passed over the joys of wmo-
therhood whilst we have been dwelling
thus, perchance too lengthily, on the sor-
rows of wifehood: but rays of joy do come
to gladden even a Hindu wife's heart; not
infreguently, notwithstanding all the sur-
rounding gloom, the hushand does truly

.Jove his caged mate, and all hier love goes
out to him and to her children. One of
the authors we have befcre quoted has
the grace to say- *‘The one characteristic
of our Indiari-women is herlove and faith-
fulness £0 her husband:” and all agree that
& mother's Jove for her sons is supromely
concentrated in those pent-up Hindu
hearts: the passionate, loving beat must
find its object behind the purdah as else-
where, and the Hinda mother finds it in
her boy; and for the -moat part those who
have souns are aatisfied notwithstanding all
the dreary rest.

THE HINDU WIDOW.

But of those who have neither husband
nor son, those who have been robbed, nut
by Providence, but by wicked ‘fate,” of
all joy—of them how shall we write? ‘‘The
Hindu. widow is the most desolate and the
most wretched people upon God’s earth.”
Ah! this toois a %indn wail. Terrible
and sad it is that we can thus take up their
own wards to-illustrate the evils . that are
living in their midst. ‘‘Let each Hindu
household repeat its own tale,” writes an-
other. *‘The shame and suffering of the
widow are written in undying characters.
Yet our hearts are not moved. 'The con-
stant sight of suering has made us callous

and hard of heart. We view with cold
indifference the life-long misery of .the
Hindu, and we do not even stir to remedy
a social system pregnant with shame and
wischief to our countrymen,”

The following copious extracts are taken
from a paper published in the ‘‘Indian
Evangelical Review,* August 1880:—

*‘The condition of Hindu widows is piti-
able. From time to time one phase or
other of their misery has excited public
attention. A quarter of a century ago,
Hondit Ishwar Chduder Vidyasrgar arous-
ed Bengal by representations of their suf-
ferings, and speut a fortune on the almost
fruitless endeavour to emancipate them
from the law of Hindu society that forbids.
them to marry. Half a century ago, the
Hindu widow, burning in the funeral pile
with the dead body of her husband, was 2
gpectacle so common here in Calcutta that

e cries pierced the hearts, not of mis-
sionaries only, but of statesmen and legis-
lators, and the stroug handof law sup-
pressed widow-burning, so that uone but
1s0lated cases are now heard of. Sustee
has been abolished, the re-marriage of
Hindu widows has been proved to be al-
lowable by the ancient laws of the Hindus,.
nevertheless the present condition of Hin-
du widows is well-nigh as bad as it was:
at the beginning of this century.

**‘Hinduisr. requires that every Hindw
girl be married in childhood; child mar-
riage is the rvot cause of untold misery
If the boy-husband of the girl-wife die the
day after the privets have completed the
riage, that girl is a life-long widow as
strictly as though she had lived to be a
true wife and the.mother of a fanily be-
fore being left in widowed lonelimess.
Such widows are numervus. In the past,
Hinduism demanded that widows consent
to be burnt,"and to such as refused to fol-
low their husbands through :he portals of
death it left the alternative of a life of
cheerless misery; hence when suttee was
common, Hindu widows had the choice of
a few minutes of torture in the funeral
fire, or a life as full of misery as ingenious
priests could crowd it..... But that door
of exit from the living death of Hindu
widowhood.has been closed by hands that
meant to* - a kindly- deed. For
fifty years the widows that would have de-
rmed through the short and aharp suf-
erings of the funeral fire have been kept
Ju life—some of them to reproach the gov-
ernment that closed their only way of es-
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cape. This abolition of suttee introduced
a disturbing element into Hindu society,
preserving 1n life a large numbter of Hindu
widows who, but for the intervention of a
Christian government, would have passed
awry. :

*‘The large number of widows in Hindu
society is evident to all. The census of
Calcutta shows that there were 53,000
v-ives and 55,000 widows in the city!

“The diftliculty of  gotting a correct
knowledge of the conditior ¢f Hindu wi-
dows is great. They are as a class mute,
and the constitution of the Hindu joint-
family is such that avents within it are
screened as far as possible from persons
outside the family. The laws of Manu
assign women a very low place, but thcse
laws do not necessarily represent the state
of the present genaration, The Ramay-
an says, ‘The life of one Brahmin equals
that of a hundred wowen,’ but thatisa
poetical notion. Dramss represent a wid-
ow, dying on an ekadashi fast-day, beg-
ging fuc a drop of water, and being told
that she might have Ganges water put in-
to her ear; but that may be fiction.*
There are difficulties peculiar to the case
of widows that obscure their real state.
However, difliculties notwithstanding,
even foreignera have channels through
which they can obtain no inconsiderable
amount of accurate information. A chief
difficulty in representing the case of the
Hindu widow is not su much that her real
state cannot ba known, as that some of the
bitterest dregs in her cup cannot be nan-
ed in public. Somc of the most distres.-
ing temptations incident to Hindu widow-
hood must reraain-almost unnamed. *

** In certain cases the Hindu rehigion al-
lows remarriage. If the husband die, or
if he go away and be not heard of for twelve
years, or if he change his religion, or if he
bhecome a devotee. or in certain other cases,
theory allows re-mnarriage, but practice
is quite otherwise. Among the lower
classes sume widows do re-marry, but
among the middle and higher classes the
re-marriage of widows is forbidden. No
family caa allow the re-marriage of a
widow without being subjected to heavy
social penalties.

‘“The widow must eat but one meal of
rice in twenty-four hours, and thatof a
peculinr kind ; vo fish, no animal diet, no
swestmeats from shops, no curds, no oil,
no betel-nut. Twice a month she must
fast twenty-four hours, besides many other

fasts during the year. Thereare particular
times when she is obliged to fast for t=o
or three consecutive dayr  The fasting of
ordinary days muy be mitigated by taking
a little fruit, or milk, or barley, but if she
be dying of thirst on & fast-day, she dare
ot touch a -drop of water. If a dying
wilow ask for water on a fast-day, a few
drops are dropped into her ear. At cer-
tain times she should' eat her food of the
bare floor. 1f she should be touched while
eating, she must leave her food, and she
loses it for that day. The sufferings of
fast-days ave very great in the hot season:
not 80 bad in the cold weather. The eyes
burn and become dim, the fes)ingof hunger
is great, the mouth is parched with thirst,
the hands and body burn and are uncom-
fortable. Years of habitual fasting do not
take away these distressing feelings.

‘The widow must not do her hair as
when her husband was alive. She must
shave her head on appointed occasions.
She must wear no ornawment of any kind,
nor culoured clothing, but must dress in
common white cloth. She must, after the
death of her husband, for a time. sleel. on
the bare floor without even a pillow. At
appointed times she should bathe in the’
Ganges. She shouvld make many pilgrim-
ages, attending to certain religious cere-
monies day and night.  She shoull give
to the priests such food as her husband
liked when he was living. Streng or
weak, she must observe the appointed
ceremonies. :

*“A Bengali Christian lady, in the course
of a conversation as to her own experience
when a Hindu widow, said : ‘I became a
widow when I was twelve years old. My
fathor was a priest, and when I began to
fast he fasted with me to encourage me. I
was & Hindu widow for twelve years, and
have 1 vivid remembrance of the sorrows
of that time. The fasting was very hard ;
to fast twenty-four hours in the hot season
without food or water is almost unbearable.
Though I fasted regularly all those years,
I never got used to it. I had o doall
sorts of menial work, and to bear taunts
that sometimes temited me to give abuse
in veturn. My own brother hassaid, when
suddenly meeting me, *“ Oh, I have seen
the face of that childless widow, I must
make an atonewment.” I remember being
once so provoked as to reply, ‘ Assureas
I worthip the gods, your own daughter
shall be a childless widow, and ‘you shall
look upon her face.” I was provoked to

——
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this wicked speech. I was one day seated
at the foot of a tree, and heard my little
nephew, who was un the roof of the house
reading the Psalm of David. 1 did not
then knov' what the bovk was. As 1 lis-
tened, the words s0 entered my mind that
I went_up on the roof to my nephew. He
was alarmed when he saw me, and hid the
book under him. I asked him what book
he was reading. He said, * You won't
tell if 1 tell yous” 1 replied, “No. Why#”
He said. ** Because it is a Christian book.
Mother tore up one book like this and
threw it in the mire. lf she shouid know
1 have this, she would destroy it and beat
me.” At my request he read three or four
pealms to me. 1 can never forget them.
1 determined to go to those who followed
that bovk. | waited three years before I
found the opportunity.’

*The Hindu comuwiunity itself is taking
Rno steps to improve the condition of Hindu
widows, nor is the legislature doing any-
thing. The government put down infan-
ticide and suttee, but it has not yet taken
any steps to diminish child marnage. The
Hindu community debated the subject of
widow marriage, but few such marriages
take place. They talked and wrote much
abouut the erils of child marriage, but child
merriages are the universal practice. The
native community, hke other communities,
get occupied with different questions at
different peziods. At one period religious
subjects were much debated, then social
reforms came into fashion, but for the last
three or four years politics have been up-
permost. if child marriage could be con-
demned in practice as it Hhs been con-
demned in words, and if Hindu widow
re-martiage could be as Bonestly approved
geuerally as it has been eloquently advo-
cated by a few, them hupe of the native
community reforming itself in the matter
of the Hindu widuw's hard lot might be
entertained. But no greund for such
hope is visible. : .

**The Hindu widow must look to the
Church of Christ for deliverance. Hindu
widows are superstitious, they need en-
Jightment ; they are bound hand and’ foot
amid sccial entanglements, they need to
be freed ; they are dependent on persons
for support who often regard them asa
burden and a curse ; they need in many
caser to be put in the way of earning an
honest living. All this is a work of vast
wagnitude. To faith alone loes ita ac-
complishmeént svem possible.

Howerver, |-

events are proving that there is faith now
like to that of the rophet who said, ‘Ah
Lord God ! behols, Thou hast made the
heaven und the earth by Thy great power
and stretchedout arm, and there is noth-
ing too hard for Thee.’”

A Hindu lady thus writes of these woes:
‘0 Lord ! why hast Thou created us to
make us suffer thus { From bifth to death
sorruw is our portion. While our hus- -
bands live we are their sl.ves ; when they
dio we are still ~sorsc off. But they have
all they wish here, and promises for the
li‘e to come. O God ! I pray Thee, let no-
more women be born iu this land !”

Ancther: * Our Queen Empress is a
widow, can she not help us?  The Sahib-
log did away with suttee, but it was'less.
cruel than this long, lingering torture.
Would that I could die. 1 must die ; any
life is better than this ; even an aninwl, &
worm, is less miserable than this,”

And yet another Hindu sister, looking.
upon her caged but fretting bird, breaks.
forth into verse, which, very literally
translated, rune thus:—

¢ Think how miserable we,
Captives in zenauas drear,
Lowest thralls, and crushed by fear.

£till the same— we drag along,
Ignorans of right and wrong ;
Knowledge and religion none !
Life a dreary monotoue !

Thou wert not a slave always ;
Thou but comest & few days,
Just to luok un misery ;

Then away thy surrows flee.

But the heart will die before
Half our trials it connt o'er ;
Oh, were 1 a dove like thee,
Then, wethinks, 1'd blessed bo !

Bird ! thy happier lut to see

Makes » woman envy thee ;

Filled with shame, she hides her face,
So to cover her disgrace.

Shall 1 speak to God on high?

But I tremble as [ try! .

We are not Thy daughters, sure,
Who must woes like these endure !

All untrsined in truth, the soul—
Swayed alone by harsh control ;
On like purchased slaves, we yo :
Ah ! dost Thou then mean it so ¢
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Still, although the heart iz broken,
Must the pang remain unspoken §
Veil the face, and hide the woe !
Ah ! dost Thon then mean it 80 ?

Wretched custom’s helpless slaves,
'Whelnied in.superstition’s waves,
Thus vur precious life doth go:

Ah ! dust Thow then mean it so?"”

And yet another: **We are prisoners
from our birth, and life-lung sutferers. . . .
and our fathers, brothers. husbands, sons,
keep us in the prison; and while they com-
bine to keep us there, there is no hope for
us....No Hiudu brother pauses to think
that it is to hisown hurt he keeps us down
in this misery, but it is. We women are
shut up in a pit of ignvrance. Hearing of
our condition, the eyes of strangers fill
with tears. But you leavé us there,
Have you nou pity in your hearts 7"

Readers, the picture is real, though so
overwhelmingly sad. We have written
only after long, patient, and careful re-
search, and have ventured on hut few or-
iginal thoughts or descriptions. We have
left the sufferers for the most part to speak
for themselves, but the cry is gone up, and
He who judgeth for the oppressed and the
widow has said—** if not, Ip will know.”

THE NEW PENAL CODE IN ITALY.

While Canada is at least cne of its prov-
inces, Quebes is coming more completely
under the influences of the Jesuits, it is
pleasing to find that in Italy, so long under
the power of Rome, light and liberty are
making progress. We give the following
exiract from the U. P. Record, by the
Rev. A. Robhertsor, on the New Penal
Code of Italy which is refreshing asa sum-
mer breeze.

*“The prublem of the co-existence of a
Free State and & Roman Catholic Church
is one that is only now for the first time
being wrought out :in the history of na-
tions. This very qiestion is puzeling Eng-
land at this moment, fur upquestionabf
it liea at the bottom of much of our Irish
difficulties. . This question is troubling
America. Difliculties arise as soon as its
Roman Catholic subjocts vbtain a majority
ou school ~.n¢' municipal councils.
It is agitating Italy. Especially since the
Papal Jubilee celebrations it has come to
the front. -

Humbert I. or Pope Leo XIII.? Theie

cannot be two kings. ¢ No man can serve
two masters.’ The people are facing this
matter, and are solving it. Through their
representatives in the Chamber of Depu-
ties, they, to a certain eatent—to a very
large extent—made their choice as recently
as last Saturday, and to-day they with
jubilation proclaim it before the world.
What they have dune concerns us as Chris-
tians claiming for all that liberty where-
with Christ makes His people free, and
concerns us as citizens demanding for ali
the rights and liberties of a free con-
atitution.

The measure, then, which was before
the Chamber, and which after several days’
discussiun has just been sdopted by a large
majority—245 votes to 67—1is this in sub-
stance : ° That if any minister of religion
by preaching, or by writing, or hy conver-
sation, or'in confession, speaks against the
king or the unity of Italy, or disturhs the
minds and consciences of the people, he
shall be liable tv fine, imprisonaent, and
dismissal from office.” What it strikes at
amongst other things are these :—

(a) Political sermons. Hitherto, priests
in their discourses have been directly or
indirectly sowing the seecs of disaffection
towards King Humbert, by advancing the
claims of the Pope to the temporal power
and to authority over the consciences’ of
the people.

b) The Church declaring that”to be
right which "the ‘State has declared to be
wrong. For example, the State says that
a marriage ceremony to be valid must be
performed by a magistrate, but tha Church
says if the priest perfurms it that is
enough. In that way many illegal marri-
ages ar. contracted by adventurers to the
ruin of foreign women who are ignorant
of ‘the law.

(¢) Disturbingthe minds andconsciences
of the peuple. What is meant by that I
can but explain by an illustration. For
example, & man is dying, and the priest
brings undue influence to bear upon him,
80 as to secure the inheritance to the im-
poverishment of his family. Another in-
stance. The State has taken possession
of much property that the Church unce
held, such as monasteries and convents
with their gardens and glebes. A farmer
buys from the State a piece of that land.
The priest tells him he has done wrong,
that the land really belonged to the
Church, and that he oughc eitker not to
occupy it, or occupy it as Church property.
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He denies him the Church rights. He re-
fuses absolution to his wife and family if
the owner himself.is outside his intluence.

These- are a few of the abuses by the
clergy that are now made offences, and the

< commiittal of which. will be: -severely pun-

ished. Notice, however, thé Act doves, not

< gay ‘ priest.’ It says ‘miniatér of feligion.’

;«their clergy must make the same choice, |

s

N

s

ros
¥

. S0 that any miister.of any religion. who
. uses his position for disloyal
. «lealt with. :

Then,again,. it does not touch .any min-
ister in his-discharge of strictly religious
duties. 1n thatsphere all have-equaland
unchallenged rights. 1t only deals with
him when he becomes. a disloyal political
agitator, Once more notice - the State,

claims the right tosay this orthat man |

shall not exercise the .office of a priest.
He has abused his-office to the detrinient
of the State, and he.can no.longer be pex-
mitted to retain it, As a.subject of Italy,
he cainot be permitted to tamperwith the’
loyalty of his fellow-subjects. - .

“The measure has shaken Pope Leo XIIIL
out of all his Jubilee felicitations.

voluntarily chosen to.serve their king, and

and obey too, or suffer. They are notthe.
class.martyrs are-made of, 80 we may -€x-

. pect submission. Certainly the clergy,

+ Pope issued an encyélical ‘denvuncing the |

from the highest cardinal down to the.

ppoorestilliterate parish-priest, must choose’
- Whom they will serve—-Kitg Gr'pope. .

. Whilst the discussion was going on the’

proposed law and all who -supported-ic. |

: In it he is careful never to mention the
- word “State,” he speaks only of the *ene-

mies of the Church.’ They it. is who,
moved by jealousy on account of the dis-
play of enthusiasm- for the Papal See at
the Jubilee celebrations, have proposed.

- thiv'measure. ~* They “&re "those who are
* geeking to:draw closer round the Church

it present fetters; and to rivet un it new
" ones, -and make it the slave of the, State.-

The Pope-in.his éncyclical then'goes on to.

. “doungel résistance 1mn these-words, ¢ It'is
- :the duty, of the Churchi. to’ teach all that.
- _Jesus-Christ’comniands, if then the ene-

“tiies of tha Church:act against this teach-

ing: the clergy cannot.approve, “nof. hold.

their tongues,’ thus.trying to:make it ap-.
pear that what is aimed. gainst-clerical
political immorality is aimg: agaiust ve-
ligion. ‘He then goes on-tosay; * We: are-
ignorant if in any other uations laws like

purpuses is |,

The
Vatican is in a forment. "The peoplehave |

these are in force against the clergy ; but
if 8o the fact doés not justify measures the
very propusal of which we deplore. To
these laws the cliurch can never consent,
but must oppose every resistance.’ What
he may now; do, seeing the proposed mea-
sures have been.adopted by the Chamber,
and will, no doubt, soon be so also by the
Senate, remaing to be seen.”

_ The press, gxcept the clerical part of it,
is full of jubilation, sending to .Sig. Zan-
ardelli, the Ministai of Grace, Justice, and
Public Worship who carried through this
measure, their congratulations, endorsing
his words that it is strictly a defensive
_measure and not an aggressive one, and
hoping that it will'be the means of beat-
ing back the black legions of the Vatiéan
’ have been too long permitted to war

who
against the rights and liberties of free
Italy, and that the people will ever re-
‘member the day when this Act was passed
as one of the most glorious in the anunals
" of their parliamentary career.”

LIFE'S MIGHTY CONTRASTS.
BY REV..DR. TALMAGE,

I came aivay from the police court
thinking, as I still think, of the mighty
contrasts in city life. .
Asthesecriminals passed along I thought
of théir mjiserable homes, or the fact that
they .had' no honies at all, and all ‘this

-

| withiia shoit- walk.of homesteads filled

.with luxary and peace.

Scene.the First.—Mother putting the
little children to bed, trying to hush the
frieky and giggling group for the evening
prayer. Their foreheads against the coun-
terpane, they are tryingto say their even-
ing prayer. Their tungues are.so crook-
-ed.thdt none but God and the mother-can
understand them. Then the children are
lifted into bed gnd are covyred up to the
chin, Then the mgtherivgives them a

warm. good-night, kisg'and leaves them to
the .guardian angels, who spread their
wings.as a canopy over the trundle-bed.

Scene the Second.—A boy kenncled for
‘the night underneath the stairway in a
hall through which the wind sweeps, or
lying-on’ the cold .ground. He had no
‘parents. He was pitched into the world
“by-a.merciless.incognito. He does not go
“to bed; he has no bed. His cold fingers
thrust through his ‘matted hair, his only

pillow. He did not sup last night; he will
not breakfast to-morrow. An outcast, &
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ragamuflin. He did not say his prayers
when he rotired; he knew no prayer; he
never hesrd the word of God except as
something to swear by. The wings over
him are not the wings of angels, but the
dark, bat-like wings of penury and want.

Sgene First,-—Family, gathered around
the%rgax;g bnme{. F‘)u'ther, feet on ot-
toman; wnther sewing picturesque pattern.
Two children pretending to study, but
chiefly watching other children in unre-
strained romp.  So wany balls of fun and
frolic in full bounce from rovm to room.
Background of pictures and upholstery
and musical instrument, from which jew-
eled fingers sweep *"Home sweet Lomne.”

Scene Second—A group intoxicated and
wrangling, cursing God, cursing each oth-
er. 'The past all shame, the future all suf-
fering. Children fleeing from the mismle
flung by a father's hand. Fragments of a
chair prupped against the wall. Frag-
ments of & pitcher standing on the mantel.
a pile of retuse food brought in from the
kitchen, torn by the human swine plung-
ing intu the trough. .

Scene First—A Christian daughter has
just died. Carrages rolling up to the door
in sympathy. Flowers in ciowns and an-
chors aud harps covering the beantitul
casket. The siver plate marked *‘Aged
18.” Funeral services intoned amid the
richly-shawled and gold-braceleted. Long
processwons guing out this way to unpar-
alleled Greenwoud to the beautiful family
plot, where the sculptor will 1uise the
wonmment of burnished Aberdeen with
the inscription, *‘Sheis nu. dead, but
sleepeth.” Oh! blessed is that howe which
has o cousecrated Chrisiian daughter,
whether on’earth or in heaven.

Scene Second—A poor waif of the street
bas just expired. Did she have a doctor?
No. Did she have any medicine! No.
Did shie have any fricnds to closo hereyes
and fold her Lands in death! Neo. Are
there no garments in the house fit to wrep
her in for the toib¢ None. Those worn-
out shoes will not do for these feet in
their last journey. Where areall the
good Christians/

Come, call in the coroner; call in the
Charity Commissicner. The carpenter
uurvlls the measuring-tape, and decides
she will need a box five feet and a half
lung: two men lift her into the box, lift
the bux into the wagon, and it starts for
. Potter's Field. The excavation is not

large enough for the box, and the men are

in & hurry, and one of them getson the lid.
and forces it down toits place in the
ground. Stop! Wait for the city mis.
sionary until he can come and read a
chapter, or say ‘‘Ashes to ashes, dust to-
dust.” *No,” say the men of the spade,
“‘ls‘ve )lxla[zve‘ t‘}’u'ee ort four m‘?m’ cases just
ike this to bury before night.’

“Well,” I'sa ,h?how. tl%en. is the grave
to be tilled up?” Christ suggests a way.
Porhaps it had better be é'ﬁed up with
stones. ‘‘Let those who are without sin
come and cast & gtone at her”’ until the ex-
cavation is filled. Then .he wagon rolls.
off and I sec a f,rm coming slowly acruss
Putter’s Field. ' He walks very slowly, as
his feet hurt. Be comes to that grave
and he stands all day end all night, and I
come out and accost him and I say, **Who
art thous” And he says *‘I am the Chriet
of Mary Magdalen!” And then I thought
that perhaps there might have been a dy-
ing prayer and there might have been
penitential tears, and around that miser-
able spot at the last there may be more
resurrection pomp than when Queen Elizs-
beth gets out of her mausoleum at West-
minster Abbey. .

But the procession of criminals will be
stopped by only one influence-—that of
the religion of the Bible taking posseasion
of the masses. That religion has in many
cases reformed waifs and inebriates, and
after a while it will ges under full swing,
and where the reformed are convorted by
tens they will be converted by hundreds
and thousands. Get the hearts right and
the lives will be right. and nothing that I
have ever heard of can change a man's
heart or a woinan's heart but the grace of
a pardoning and sympathetic Gud. — N, Y,
World.

JOURNEYING WITH JESUS.

By Rev. Tazovore'L. CuYLER.

In travelling, very much of the pleasure
depends on pleasant company. A- moun-
tainu clamber is relieved omta wearineas if
the way is beguiled by cheex‘-ly talk, and
the ever new prospects are drunk in by
other eyes as well as by our own. There
is & charm imparted to a long voyage, if
we have a cungenial friend to pace the
deck with us, and to watch with us the
‘varying changea on old Ocean’s counte-
nance. The road to Emmaus may lLave
scemed long to Clecpas and his associate
at other tiwes ; but when that'marvellows

¥
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Straungor joined them, and opened to them
the treasures of the Scriptures, and made
their hearts burn with a fresh glow, liow
swiftly the moments flew !| How fast the
threescore. furlonygs were mensured off !
The rugged road seemed short, for as it
turred out, their companivn during that

wonderful walk was no leas a persvnage.

than the Son of God.

What chose two diaciples had, we may
have if we desire it. Jesus has distinctly
promised His companionship: ‘Lo, ]am
with you always,” is as true to-day ar it
was vighteen centuries sgo. If we open
our hearts to Him, He will come in and
dwell with us. When we risein the morn-
ing, we should ask the Master to walk
with us through all the day's journey.
The godly merchant may have Christ be-
side him in the counting-rvom ; the me-
chanic in his shop ; the fanmer behind his
plough ; the nunister in his study ; the
sewing-woman over her needle, and the

sailor on the deck. His presence ensures:

our safety. The Tempter is conquered in
advance, when he finds the omnipotent
Saviour already in the citadel of the soul.
Some hard hills of difticulty lie before us ;
but we need not climb them until we come
to them, and then the assurance ‘*My
grace is sufficient fur thee,” puta fresh irun
mtu our sinews.  Jesus uever sends one of
His own off on a trying duty alone. Paul’s
travels were anythiug else than holida;
excursions ; they were sometimes thmugi
tempestucus seas, and into dungeons, nd
among mobs of bloody persecutors. In
Nero’s judgment-hall all his human friends
forsook him, but he says ** The Lord stvod
with me and strengthened me.” So will
He stand with you, O faithful toiler at
your work, and with you, O missionary of
the Cross, amid hosts of discouragements,
The great thing is to ask:Christ’s djrection.
put ourselves unreservedly into His hiands,
and let Himlead us. He does nut promise
smooth paths or easy paths ; but He does
guarantes our absolute safety to the jour-
ney's end. There cannut possibly be a
soul in hell to-day whom Christ hsa ever
taken into His guardianship, and promised
to see safely into heaven. ¢t Kept by the
powerof God through faith unto salvation,”
13 & truth as solid as the throne of Jehovah
and as mighty-as His everlasting arm.
This sweet companionship of Jesus fol-
lows us into the sick chamber, and sits up
with us through the long, wakeful nighta,
and pillows our aching heads. ¢ Here 1

lie,” said the hely Halyburton; ‘I am
pained without pain—without any strength
and yet strong. Christ comes to me in
the watches of the night, and draws aside
the curtains, and says ‘It is I ; be of good
cheer, benotafraid.”” Beulah lies on the
way to the Celestial City. Sometimes the
soul js in that land of corn and vineyards
and soft airs, while the budy wmay be eat-
ing coarse fare, or streétched on a bed of
in. The beginnings of heaven are here
in this world ; they comsist in pussessing
Christ within us. Death is but the drop-
g off of the bodily tent ; and heaven is
reached when the ransomed spirit finishes
the journey, to be furever with the Lord.

EFFICACY OF EARNEST PRAYER.

Hgine, the well-know physician of Ber-
lin, lost once very heavily by the bank-
raptey of & mercantile house. Hufeland
met him a few days after, and expressed
his sympathy. ‘I had rather that you
had - ot remindod me of it,” he replied ;
¢ Thank God, 1 have got overit.” *“‘How
have you manayged that 1" ** Well, I was
unable to forget it ; thought upon it night
and day. All my money, won so painfully
lost in & moment ! Even my poor innocent
patients suffered, for my thoughts were
wandering. My domestic pleasure vanish-
ed ; my good wife, otherwise so cheerful.
hung her head ; weo sat opposite each vther
at the table, dumb and sad ; our children,
that had been so full of joy, luvked on
with timid fear. I felt that this could not
and must not continue. The money was
gone, -and with it we had lost our peace.
1, poor worm of the earth, unable to come
out of this distress, took refuge with the
Almighty. I hurried to my bed-room,
clo the door behind and fell on my
knees to pray with my whole heart that

-strength aud courage and joy and rest

might be restored to me. Then I felt as
if God had appeared to me and said :
“Thoy art a poor minister's son) and I
have hlessed thee in thy calling; so that
thou art now a famous man. For years I
have suffered thee tc sport with the mone
thou has lost. Have 1 not the keys of all
treasures ? and can 1 not far more than re-
place thy loss I Be again of good courage,
and promise that thou wilt go jo r:'ﬁly
back to thy calling.’ And I promised,
and wife and children were again cheerful,
and 1 forgot the hLeaviness. I have got
over it; and am «uce more happy with my
Gud. And prayer has done alf this.”
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THE SLAVE TRADE IN AFRICA.

A TERRIBLE PICTURF.

The slave trade with all its horrors is
still carried on in Africa, and of these
horrors the half has not been told, The
slave hunters are Arabs in bands under
the lead of an Arab trader, they go on
hunting expeditions just as a number - of
men would on a hunting expedition in our
Jand. Coming to avillagethey enteriteither
by stealth in the night or by force in the
day, shoot down all that attempt to resist
or escape take captive all that they can,
tie them in gangs, and, leaving desolate
their once peaceful and happy homes,
march them off perhaps a thousand miles
to tha sea to acll ihem. Village after vil-
lage in their line of march is thus destroy-
ed. Many more are killed than-taken,
and but a small proportion of those,who
are started ever reach the sea, they perish
on the way.

Mr. Moore, a traveller, tells of a caravan
he once saw. Leaving out what he says
about the men; here is his account of the

WOMEN AND CHILDREN.:.—

‘“The women:—I can hardly trust my-
solf tu think or speak of them. They
were fastened to chains or thick bark
ropes; very many, in addition to their hea-
vy weight of grain or ivory, carvied little
brown babiea,«gi';r to their hearts asa white
mother's child to hers. The double bur-
den was almost tvo much; and still the
struggled wearily on, knowing ton well
that when they showed signs of fatigue,
not the slaver's ivory, but the living child
would be torn from them and thrown
aside to die, One poor old wowan 1 could
not help noticing. She was carrying a
biggish boy, who should have been walk-
ing. but whose thin, weak legs had evid-
ently given way. She was tottering al-
ready: it was the supreme effort of a mo-
ther’s love, and all in vain; for the child
easily recognizable, was brought into camp
a couple of hours later by one of my hun-
ters, who had found him on the path,
We had him cared for; but his poor math-
er would never know, Already, during
these three days’ journey from Liendwe,
death had been {reeing the captives. It
was woll for then; stifl we could not help
shuddering, as, in the darkness, we heard
the howl of the hyeunas alungthe track,
and realized only too fully the reason why.
Low as these poor negroes wmay be in the
moral scale, they have still strong mater-

;ul affection, and love of home and coun-
ry."”

For ninety miles alony the south coast
of Tanganyika, the entire populatiou has
been swept awa§, and in the ASjm'ning fer-
tile country of Fipa, the Arabs are now in.
great force,

That things are growing worse can be
provednb&y abundant testiniuny. For ex-
ample, Mr. Scott of Blantyre writes in the-
Missivne Record of the Established Church:

*‘The slave-trade is worse across Nyassa
than ever. Even here, with all our influ-
ence, Matope, on Ndirande Hill, three
miles from here, has, 1learn, taken thirt
or forty slaves with him to sell near Quili-
mane. There were bands of young chil.
dren carrying very heavy loads, and cach
band with its driver close . behind. The
Angoni raids are slave-raids-the Arab or
coast-man infests every town along the
lake. The chiefs are swayed by them.
It is nothing but slavery. Household
slavery 1s bad enough, but this slavery is.
frightful; and yet this ismercy compared
with the awful work at the north end and
over to the Congo! It is abaurd to speak
about the slave-trade being less and the
wars stopped, when this is going on—to
discount Wissmann’s words—a man who
came with a heart boilling over with what
he actually saw,—villages he had passed,
entering at sunrisa aud only getting out at
noon,-—villages in absolute peace and
thrivinf industry and settled rule,— re-
posed desolate, dead and dying, rotting
and rotten, and the whole completeoly de-
stroyed' The man was mad with the
truth of it; andit is worse than that! . And
WE ARE THE ONLY STOP TO THIS AWFUL.
WORK! Germany is not near, Portugal
does not care, and no one cares as does
the Chureh of Christ; and to fesl that
Government, forits own political ends, or
a nation, by lethargy, refuses help when
the work is laid upon it by God, makes
my soul boil like Wissmann's,—only I
KNow it will come.” ) .

At a meeting recently heldin London
a Roman Catholic cardinal was the chief
speaker, and Spectator gives the following:
summary of what he said:—

“Slavery, in the proportions that it has.
now assumed, means the destruction of the-
tribes of theinterior of Africa. Comman-
der Cameron has declared that half a
million slaves at the least are torn from
their humes in Central Africa every year
and sold into sluvery. It must be re-
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membered that the number actually sold
into slavery is not an exact equivalent of
the depopulatiun that is going on. Many
perish in the slave-hunts, and more on the
horrible march to the custs; and Cameron's
estimate applies only to those who reach
the evast. The aged, the cripples, the
wuak—all, in fact, who caunot walk to the
coast, or who would fetch no price there
—are ruthlessly slain in the slave-hunts
" Yot their fate is more enviable than
that of those whoso lives are spared for
the slave-market. The cardinal givesa
harrowing description of the march to the
coast. To prevent escape, the strongest
and most vigorous have their hands tied,
and sometimes their feet, in such fashion
that walking beeomes a torture to them;
aud on their necks are placed yokes which
attach several of fhem together.” In this
way they are made to walk 1]l day, bear-
ing heavy loads, and at night a few hand-
fuls of raw rice are thrown to them. That
is their only meal for the day. A few
days of these hardships begin to tell even
on the strongest. The weakest soon suc-
cumb, and the weakest are naturally
axong the women. But terror sometimes
nerves even a weak frame to almost super-
human efforts; and the Arab slave-driver
adopts a summary method of striking ter-
ror into the hearts of the laggards- ‘In
order to strike terror into this miserable
mass of human beings, their conductors,
armed with a wooden bar, to economize
powder, approach those who appear to be
the most éxgmusmd, and deal them a ter-
rible blow on the nape of the neck. The
unfortunate victims utter a cry, and fall
to the ground in the convulsions of death.
The terrified troop immediately resumes
its march. Terror has imbued even the
wenkest with new strength. Each time
any one breaks down the same horrible
scene is repeated.’ This butchery goes on
even in the case of those who manage to
struggle on, a8 soon as the experienced eye
of the slave-drivers secs that their strength
will not carry them to the coast. To save
fcod, they receive a smashing blow from
the mallet, and are left behind to a linger-
ing death,
¢ march sometimes exterds over
months, and such is the awful' carnage,
‘that if a traveller lost the way leading
from Equatorial Africa to towrns where

slaves are sold, he could easily find it
again by the skeletuns of the negroes with.
which it is strewn.’ This prodigal waste .

of hnman life has in some districts so thin-
ned the population, that the slave-hunters.
are obliged to use stratagem to catch their
prey. Their bands prowlin the forests,

and pounce upon the hapless woimnen and

children who goby. Things have reached
such a pass near the great lakes that nuw,

in the words of one of the cardinal's mis-

sionaries, ‘every woman, every child that
strays ten minutes away from their village
has no certaipty of ever returning.’ And

the people who are the victims of this
cruel oppression are, according to the car-
dinal, kind, induatrious, awmiable, and
might be made, under happier influonces,
the means of making those parts of Africa
one of the most prosperous regions of the
globe. The country is very fertile, and
abounds in natural reeorces. it possesses
three zones,—tirst, the lowlands along the
sea-board of the Mediterranean, Atlantic.

and Indian Oceans. Towards the interior
are two plateaus, one above the other,
rising to 2,000 feet and 4,000 feet respee-
tively, These tsble-lands attract the
rains which feed the great lukes, out of
which flow the four great Africau Rivers
with their afiluents. Under civilizing in-
fluences the country might be made one
of the richest in the world, and it is large
enough to offer room for some time to
come to the surplus population of Europe,”

CHRISTIANITY THE ONLY
CIVILIZER.

The vetéran missionary, Rev. James
Chaliners, #aid recently in an address in
London :~** ] bave had twenty-one year's
experience among natives ; I haveseen the
semi-civilized and the civilized; I have
lived with the Christian native, and I have
lived, dined and slept with the cannibal.
1 have visited the islands of the New Heb-
rides, which i sincerely trust will not be
handed over to the tender mercies of,
Frauce. I have visited the Loyalty Group;
1 have ‘seen the work of missions in the

‘Samoar Group.; I know all the islands of

the Society Group; I have lived for ten
years in the Hervey Group ; I know a few
of the groups close on the line, and for at
least nine years of my life I have lived
with the savages of New Guinea, but I
have never yet met with a single man or
woman, or witn a single people, that your
civilization, without Christianity, has civil
ized.” Testimony such as this is worth
volumes of theory.



310

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

MISSIONARY HYMN.
Air—** From Greenland's Icy Mountains.”

*Whom shall I send,” He sayeth;
* \What servant shall it be ¢"
*Tis Faith's strong voice tha. Prayeth.
¢ My Master, O send me ! "
Send me to tell Thy story,
Abroad or here at home ;
8end me, O Lord, before Thoe, -
Where Thou Thyself wilt come. -

Send 1ne, for I have known Thee,
1 would Thy witness be ;
To speak Thy message only,
My Master, O send me.
Send me.to speak of Jesus,
Of what my Lord hath dune—
His tinished work moat precious,
Of this and this alone.

To bring the lost and sinning,
To Thee, the Sinless One,
To speak sweet words and winaing,
Of Christ, the Father's Son.
Send me to darkest places,
To many a shadowed home,
Where with Thy shining graces,
Lord Jesus, Thou wilt come.

Send me to work appointed,
But, Master, let me be
By Thine own power anointed,
Then, Master, O gend me !
Not unto us the glory,
\When lost ones tind their home :
We only go before Thee,
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.
M. E. GQ. in Miss. Review.

BEWARE OF THE CRUWD.

*‘Don’t trouble yourself about me, sir:
T'll slip into heaven with the crowd some
day," said a poor ealreleutbsinuer, while I
was urging upon him the necemity of
being o«mvgrt«rzre it was too Iate, -

I replied, “Friend, you have mistaken
the place. The crowd is on the way to
hell; therefore if you slip in with the crowd,
you will alip into hell. The Socripture
says, ‘For wide is the ga‘e, and broad is
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat: be-
cause strait is the gate, and narrow is the
way, which leadeth unto life; and few there
be that find it' " (Matt. vii. 13, 14),

He had not thought of that. Reader,
have you? :

Salvation is an individual concern.

Each person must receive it for himself
alone, Reader, ore your soul enters the
portals of yon glury-land, you must pass
through the strait gate of conversiun, on
that narrow way which leads to it. Yes,
it must be conversion—not mere reforma-
tion—a real turning to God. Mere pro-
feasion will not do. The more religious
you are without Christ, the more awful
will be your fall when it comes. Instead
of climbing the ladder of self-righteousness
far better come down to the buttom, and
take. the place of a helpless and lost sivner.
when the convioted publican confessed to
God, he did not say, ‘*‘God we are all sin-
ners!” No; but he did say, *“God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner!” (Luke xviii. 13).
The confession, too, of the prodigal in
Luke fifteenth was intensely indivividual.
“Father, I have sinned.”

And so must it be with each one coming
to God for salvation,

Well may we say, ‘“‘Beware of the
crowd.” Each one will have to do with
God for himself. He may glide along
with the crowd just now, forgetting the.
awful realities of eternity, but soon his
time-history will cluse, and at the great
white throne each will be singled out and
judged according to his works (Rev. xx.
13). Reader, Josus came to save the lost
only, therefore if you refuse to take that.
place, you reject the Saviour.

*Not the righteous,—

Sinners Jesus came to call.”

HEART-BROKEN MEN.

¢+ The world has no use for heart-broken
men.” Such were the words written by a
suicide lately. as the excuse for his awful
deed. 1t was this that struck me most in
the ‘whole painfil case, . What despair.
there is manifgat in that sentence ! and
hidden deptha of ,sorrow also that we can
never fathom.v Oh, that the writgr had
one to the One who heals the broken-
earted, and had found reat in the love
of the heart that was broken on the cross
for sin and sinners | The world may have
no use for heart-broken men, but the
‘“better world” is filled with those who
have been broken-hearted. David was
broken-hearted when he wrote the fifty-
first psalm—heart broken on acoount of
kissin. He says’ **The sacrifices of God,
areo » hroken spirit ; a broken and a con-
trite heart, U God, Thou wilt not despise.”
The world is hard to those who are de-
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spairing, and there is little comfoit in the
narrow hounds of time for those who :..e
distreased ; but in God's eternity there is
one to comfort the wretched and heart
weary. He says, ¢* Come unto Me, and I
will give you rest.” And He means what
ho says. If my reader is despairing, look
up, and s=~ the, light of lovo that shines in
Jesuw's f Come unto Him who has
died to'maxe the vilest clean and the most
wretched happy. He was the *‘Man of
sorrows,” that He might give joy to those
who are in sorrow ; He was rejected, that |
He might welcome and receive to etbrnal
happiness the world’s rejected vnes; He !
was ‘* smitten and afflicted,” so that He’
might relieve the anguish of the afflicted
heart, If the poor suicide of this article
could have washed the Saviour's feet with
his tears, he would have known the e
and rest of that Saviour's heart. David
found healing for his broken heart, and
solace for his wounded soul. Oh, my
reader, there is no trouble that Jesus can-
not take a'say. Will you trust Him with
your sorows? Tell Him all: go down
upon your knees and do not rise until you
have His peace. Read the third of John ;
dwell upon the sixteenth verse ; read it
over and over again, and you will find that
God is love, that Christ has died for you,
and that your heart will lose its sorrow
and your life its sin. —Meassenger of Peace.

AN OLD LEGEND ABOUT PRAISE.

A number of holy, God-fearing old men
agreed once that they would live together
in & hut just outside a large forest, and
would spend their time in doiug acts of :
of kindness to the sick and poor who lived
around them. Every mourning they met
together to worship God, and as they had
no church to-go to, they held their service
under the green tices of the forést.. But

- they were quite old, thev could not sing
well, so how were they w manage the’
wmusical part of their service 7+ This diffi-
culty they settled by agreeing to read all;
of it, except the Te Deum, * That glag.
Paalm of praise we must sing,” they said
%0 each tigler. And'wso mornin, ,a_ftar
morning. they sang¢* We frraise.. . O
God ; " and their voices were so cracked
and harsh and out of tune, thst the little
birds éven wouid fly away when - they
heard the discordant sounds, - &

One day a tall fair youth came to the
door of their hut and said he wanted to

join them. Finding he had a beautifal
voice they gladly agreed, for, thought they,
* he will help va with his singing.” The
next moruing, as the Te Dexm began the
born voice rang out clear and sweet and
bell like, and the old men stopped singing
to hear him, and the little birds flew back
to listen. But that evening an ansgl came
down from heaven and adid: ** For six
months sungs of praise and gladness have
reached the throne of God from this forest ;.
to-day there was silence, why is this ?'"
And then the old men found that the

; youth had been thinking only of his beau-

tiful voice while he waa singing and the
remembered that they, too, had so muc
admired his swect notes, that they had for-
gotten all about God or the words of praise
that were being sung. And that was why
no sound had reached the Throue of Ged ;
for he only hears the praise that comes
from our hearts.

UNSEEN PROTECTION.

A jady was wakened up one morning hv
a strange noise of pecking at the windo..,
and when she got up she saw a butterfly
flying backwards anc forwards inside the
window in & great fright, because outside
there was a sparrow pecking ¢t the glass
weating to reach the butterfly. The but-
terfly did nout see the glaes, but it saw the
sparrow, and evidently expected every
moment to be caught.  Neither did the
spasrow see the glass, though it saw the
butterfly, and wmade sure of catching it.
Yot all the whilo the butterfly, because of
that thin, invisible sheet of glass, was act-
ually as safo as if it had been miles away
from the sparrow. 1t is when we forget
ows Protector that our hearts fail us.

Elisha's scrvart was in great fear when

‘he awake in the morning and saw the city

of Duthan encompassed with' horses and

‘chariots and & great host; ‘but ‘when his

eyes were opened at the }ﬂ.yar'ipf the
prophét, his fears vanished, for he beheld
the mountains full of horses and chariots
of fire. **Thou wilt-keep him in perfect

‘peace whose mind is stayed on Thee : be-
-cause he trusted-in
-shall preserve-thy going out and thy com-

¢e.” The Lord
ing in from this:timeforth and. even. for-
everniore,

Though now unseen by outward senie,

aith sees Him always near;
A guide, a glory, a defouce ;
Then, what huve yoi to fear?
. - James Inglis.
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GOD IS NEVER DEAF.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

To those of us whose hearing has been
impaired by any physical cause, there are
numberless vexations and losses and pri-
vations caused by deafness. Over one of
the inlets into the mind there is inscribed
*‘no thoroughfare.” What a comfort it is
to know that our Heavenly Father is nev-
er deaf! His hand is never shortened
that it cannot save; neitheris His ear
heavy that it cannot hear. Human ears
wear out by old age, or they grow deaf by
disease; worse still they are closed by in-
difference or hard-hea: te unkindness. The
most benevolent people sometimes get
impatient under oft-repeated appeals for
assistance. Beggary wears outits wel-
come. But who has evertired out the
infinite Love by oft-knocking at His door,
or by his frequentimportunities! The of-
tene: we come, the oftener we may. God
loveth to be inquired of. It is we who
too often give up praying, but Gud never
gives up listening. .

I do not believe that the covenant keep-
ing God ever leaves a sincere prayer,
breathed to Him in faith, unnoticed or 1n-
answered. The answer may be long de-
layed. For example, a godly mother may
gmy without ceasing for the salvation of a

eloved child. Long years after her lips
are sealed in death, the converting grace
of the Spirit may reach that son, and the
prayer recorded in God's book of rsmem-
brance may be answered. The martyr
Stephken prayed for his bigoted persecut-
ers. Among them was that young wman
Saul, on whose wonderful future that
day's scenes had a wonderful influence.
Perhaps one of the joys of heaven will be
the discavery of answers to our petitions
which we layed at the throne of grace dur-
ing our life-time.

God is a supreme Sov:re'gn up on His
great white throne. We are responsible
free agents duwn here on His footsool.
As a sovereign, he commands us to pray,
to continue in it, to pray without ceasing.
. It is our privilege and duty to pray; it is
God’s right to bestow just such answers

as His ail-wise love inay deem to be best:

for us. Faith is that child-like temper of
the soul, which submits implicitly to
everything which God orders, but never
submits to what God can better. If we
yield to discouragements which we ought
to battle against, or if we submit to the

absence of spiritual blessings without
wrestling for them, then are we out worth-
leas cluds, who deserve to suffer the worst
that can befall us. Inspite of discourage-
ments, we must never grow faint in pray-
er. Genuine faith, coupled with obedi-
ence, creates such a condition of things,
that it may become wise.for our heavenly
Father to grant what would otherwise be
denied.

2. Sometimes God hears and answers
our petitions in a way that is guite un-
lovked for. God sends us something dif-
ferent from what we expected. and some-
thing far better. A man prays that he
might be purified in epirit. God takes
him at his word, and puts him in a burn-
ing pit of affliction. The sufferer finds
that in that furnace his dross has been
purged off, his faith has been strength-
ened, und his love quickened, and he is
ready to cry out *‘O Gol, Thou hast tricd
me, and I came forth as gold.” This bro-
ther’s petition was answered according to
its iutention, and not according to the let-
ter of the request. 'We do not always re-
cognize the answers to our prayers when
they come. Be sure of une thing, and
that is that Gud is never teo deaf tu hear,
or never too busy to attend to us. Paul
besought God three times over, to deliver

him from that ‘‘thorn in the flesh.” All
in good time the answer came; ‘‘My
grace is suflicient for thee.” God did not

take away the afliction; He gave him grace
to triumph over it.

3. Then, too, we must remember that
some of God’s promises require time to
mature. We get impatient and fall to
wurmuring. Things do not turn out as
we had hoped for, and we are tempted to
think that God has turned a deaf ear to
us, or forgotten us. Too often we raise
an ado like the weepers and wailers in the
house of Jairus. Unbelief begins to wring
its haads, and cry “Itis allover.” When
Jesus came to that turbulent house of the
ruler. He put all the noisy mourners out
of the room, and calmly spake the owmni-
potent word ‘-Maiden, arise!” I often
think that this sto.y of Christ’s restoration
of the dead damsel, was given us (among
other truths) to teach Christians how to
beharve in time of trouble. Instead of sit-
ting down in biank despair, or instead of
letting our unbelief rave and tear its hair,
we should call straightuay for the Master.
Nor should we worry if he does not come
at our first call, orif He does nut bring
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just what we expected, or consent to let
us dictate. Mary and Martha tried that,
and the patient Jesus taught them a les-
son which will avail for us when we are in
dark hours of sorrow, *‘Said I not unto
thee, that if thou wounldst believe, thou
shouldest see the glory of God?”’

The bell-rope of prayer reaches up to
the ear that is never heavy. Let us pull
it with a strong hand, and with a patient,
submnissive spirit. When we have pulled
it, let us wait till the answer comes. If
we do our duty, we shall never fail to re-
ceive what God knows to be the very best
thing for us. “‘Father, not as I will, but
us Thow wilt.”

THE BIBLE IN SOUTHERN RUSSIA.

Every Christian must feel the deepest
interest over the remrnrkable Jewish-Chris-
tian movement under the leadership of
Joseph Rabinowitch, at Kishinev, in
Southern Russia. The movement as such
i8 the outcome of the study of the New
Testament Scriptures, and it is refreshing
to learn how zealous these new converts
are for the bread of life. Of Delitzsch’s
Hebrew translation of the New Testament
probably fifty thousand copies have gone
to the Eastern Jews, and are there bring-
ing forth Gospel fruit in abundance. Mia.
sionary Faber, of Leipzig, recently made
two tours through South Eastern Europe
for the special purpose of examining into
the religious state of affairs among these
children of Abraham. His report is full
of cheer and encouragement. Among
other things he says:

¢‘In the Eastern part of Europe the re-
ligious movement among the Jews, which
has been developed on the basis of the
Hebrew New Testament, is in all quiet-
ness constantly gaining further ground.
Not a week passes but that we receive
from the regions of the most fanatically
orthodox Jewish pe?le of the East, pres-
sing requests for New Testaments, for
Christian publications, for Christian in-
struction. In a number of cities of Galicia
young Jewish men have formed associa-
tions which meet to study the New Testa-
ment together.

We, however, in many cases sent out
Hebrew Old and New Testaments bound
together into one volume to the Ieraelities
of the East. The mere existerce of the
entire Bible in Hebrew is a sermnon for
many whose hunds they reach. In many

Jewish reading-halls the friends of Chris-
tianity have depusited such complete He-
brew Bibles. Often.do we receive the
petition, *I have seen the bouk of the
New Covenant in the house of iy friends,
1 come to beg you from the bottom of my
heart to send me to this book in which
there is life.’  Sometimes, indeed, fanati-
cal Jows seize the packages of Looks sent
to these inquirers, and the latter are then
not only scoffed and scorned. but often
even abused and beaten. Therefore, they
often request us to send the huoks not to
the city where they live, but to some
reighboring locality, where they then go
and get them. In secret, often in the
darkness of night, they take their treasures
home; and in sceret the houks go from
hand to hand. In thedire desert of Jew-
ish stubbornness the beautiful flowers of
Gospel truth are beginning to grow.

Often we receive letters beginning with
the words—* In the name of Jesus, Qur
Messiah, Peace be unto thee'!’ These -
words are then followed by the request for
the Gospel of the Saviour. One convert
recently wrote—‘Of course my feet are
bound. Every step that I take is anxious-
ly watched. I am closely observed in the
house and on the street, especially by my
parents, who are still blind adherents of
fanatic Judaism.’”

Reports of this character are constantly
sent from south-eastern Russia and west-
ern Asia. The Russian Government has
acknowledged the new movement as an
“allowed religion,” and it nuow has a legal
existence and legal rights. The three
daughters of Robinowitch have recentiy
been baptized, and the reformed pastor..
Venetianer has consented to baptize all of
this new communion who desire it. The
whole movement is enjoying a healthy
growth, and is every day becoming more:
and more a deciding and decisive factor in.
the strange and ultra-conservativ~ tradi-
tivnalism of Griental Judaism.—Ex. Ori-
ente lucx it was ; in Oriente lux it may be !
Christian at Work.

Look not so much on other men's faults-
as ou thine own. Thou knowest thine own
faults, but it is difficult to know the true-
nature and degree of the faults of others
A disposition to judge others turns the
soul from its true centre in God, brings it °
outward, and takes away its repose.
Judge not that thou be not judged.—
Molinos. .
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MEMBERSHIP AND OBLIGATION.
BY DORCAS HICKS IN THE PHEL MRER.

“Can you go fishing to-day?”

“Well, yes, I'll go. The ‘Cheerful
Workers' meet this afternoon, and I took
a question to auswer, but I guess they’ll

. get along without me.”

“Oh, Anpnie,_how are you? You are
going to the suciety, I suppose, I'm afraid
we are late.”

“I am not going to-day. I have alinost
finished that table-cover 1 have beer
working £t 8o long, and I just ran oui o
get a skein of silk s0 as tc get it done to-
aight— am so tired of it.”

“Where are you going to church to-
da

<«ourse. Wiy snould I go clsewhere?”’

*@h, I didn't know. I usually look in
::e papers to see if any disﬁniuished man
i3 to preach in town, and if there is, I go
to hear him. Any-way, Ilikea change
«mce ia a while.”

“But yeu're a member of church,
aren't you?” “0, yes.”

Have you heard people esay things like
these, geod reader? And did it ever
strike you that upan even Christian peo-
i;le ohligations seem to sit very lightly?

cginning in childhood. up through youth
and xomanhood or manhood, aye, and in-
¢o Christian maturity, this sense of respon-
sibility is largely wanting. Membevship
in a Baud, Society, Board. church, weans
far less than it should. How differently
would the work of the world and of the
church be done if everywhere those who
unite together to do it would regard such
agscciation  as something binding some-
thing involving duty and accountability?
There wculd then be less careless adminis-
tration of affairs by thoeo to whom as as-
sociations they are entrusted, therefore
less opportunity for wrong-doing by those
"<¢mployed by them.

Let the children be taught that to be a
member of ary thing means some active,
«warest ubligation towards that thing. If
by any means this principle can he rooted
in the child, it wil‘ grew up into faithfal,
steadfest fulfiling of duty and meeting of
wesponsibility ia the man or woman.

How sadly many a pastor of a church
groans over the members of his flock—and
c¢hey are usually not a few—who seem
acarcely 7o feel the pressure of their ¢.v-

y.
*Where? Why, to my own church, of | o

enant vows, vows made to the church as
well as to its great head—to that particu-
lar church also, as well as to the ‘‘holy
catholic church” made up of all helievers.
What a church that would be, where every
single member, down to the smallest child
who has been lovingly admitted toits priv-
ileges, should be wide awake to its re-
sponsibilities also, feeling it no burien but
a joy to share in what the Maater gives
that church. to do! Reading or hearing
the solemn covenant into which those en-
ter who unite with the Presbyterian
Church. one wonders how it can ever be
so lightly regarded, or its promises s0 eas-
ily, to all appearsnce, forgotten. Will
that covenant meet the Christian some
day, with a sad remembrance of lost op-
rtunities, mis-used influcnce, unfulfilled
obligation? God knows.

These words are written with the hope
that’ somebody, may read them, and, re-
minded by them that he or she belongs to
something to which very little care or
thought has been given. be aroused to a

ter seuse of obligation because of mem-
ersiip.

COMMUNION WITH GOD.

Prayer is not always and only petition,
thankegiving. confession, adoration; often
an unuttered and unutterable communion.
A nervous clergyman who could only
com to advantage when absolutely
alone and undisturbed, thoughtlessly left
his study doorunlocked and his little three-
old child softly opened the door and came
in. He was disturbed, and a little impa-
tiently asked, My child, what do you
want?’ * “Nothing, papsa.” “Then what
did you come in here for?” ‘‘Just because
1 wanted to be with you,” was the reply.
To come into God’s presence and wait be-
fore him, wanting nothing but to be with
him—ho# such an hour now and again
would rest us. We have afriend who
leaves his business place, especially when
particularly burdenec with care, and rides
up to the great Cathedral, where he sits
down foran hcur, and then goes back
again to busineas. He says *‘It i3 30 quiet
there, it restsand quieta me.” How much
more might we tind a quiet resting place
for our weary souls an% bodies, by just
resting in the Lord, sitting without peti-
tion at his feet, or as John, leaning our
heads upon his busom.—Independent.
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KEEPING THE SABBATH.

A Chicago lady recently ascribed her
conversion to the following incident :

She was travelling through New Mexico
three years ago, sndg was side-tracked at
Santa Fe one Sunday. She and a lady
friend had cume handkerchiefs they want-
ed washed, and spying a Chinese camp a
short way off, went to it, and she asked a
Chinaman if he would wash the handker-
chiefs. He replicd, *‘ No ; me no washee
to-day.” The lady friend, thiukiug, of
course, that John was lazy, recommended
her to display her cash, and renew the re-
quest., So she held vut a dollar bill to-
gother with the handkerchiefs, and asked
himn again to wash them. At this Joha
grew solemn, and reaching up to a shelf
took down a book, which the lady was sur-
prised to see was a Bible, and holding
it in one hand, pointed to it with the
other, looked into her face, while a tear
stood in his eye, and said :—** Me China-
man and you Melican lady; and I lovee
that book. You no good lady.” There
were no handkerchiefs washed that day.
A profound impression was made on the
ladies and their party, ending in the con-
version of the speaker.—Sailor's Magazine.

TOBACCO SMOKING.

The 8. S. Times has the following ter-
rible blast against tubacco smoking. We
copy it without any expression of opinion.
Let each reader ponder it and judge of its
accuracy for himself. One of the 1nciden-
tal evils of tobacco using is its tendenty to
deaden the finer moral sense and to mnake
one oblivious to the rights and to the pre-
ferences of others. The moure attractive
aroma of the best tobacco is secured by the
smoker himself at the time of his smoking.
Tke more offensive odors from it are puf-
fed out from his mouth and nostrils after
he hus absorbed the beiter portion, and
vilest of all is the stench of the residuem
which clings to his beard and clothing or
which is left in the hangings of the room
where he has been enjoying his tobacco
smoking. Ladies are cuntinually making
Krotesta of the disregard of their comfort

y smokers on the decks of ocean ateamers.
Many a steam boat statercom, or a room
in a frst class hotel is found to be almost
unbearable for a person whose sonse of
smell is undefiled, because of the stench of
stale tobacco remaining in it.

It has actually become necessary for

{some of the large city banks to post a

notice at-the desks of the paying or re-
caiving tellers requesting gentlemen tu
abstain from pufling out their tubacco
smcke while doing business at thuse desks.
So also there are similar notices posted in
other places of business frequented by

entlemen. Yet these notices are often

isregarded not wilfully, but through the
indifference to the feelings of others which
comes of the semi stupor of the finer sen-

‘ses in tobacco using. And there is never

a day when in the lives of passengers at
the ticket windows or at the gateways of
our principal railway stations there are
not to he seen those who would resent the
idea that they are not gentlemen, who are
unable to protect themselves from this an.
noyance.

A termagant woman was recently arest-
ed in Philadelphia for throwing dirty water
from her window upon some of her inof-
fensive neighbors.  Yet her misdemeanor
was less objectionable than that of the
man who puffs his offensive tobacco smok:
in tho face of an inoffensive neighbor a*
railway station or in a pluce of busines..
That it is possible to retain the habits of a
gentleman while in the habit of tobacco
using is not to be denied, but it is a sore
tax on a man, a tax which most smokers
are unwilling to submit to.

RECEIPTFOR DEPRESSED SPIRITS.

I ook around we, snd think how many
are in the same trouble as myself, perhaps
much greater, and they have no Father
to go to, I look behind me, and think of
all the way I have been led, and the mercy
upon mercy which I have experienced. 1
look beneath me, and think of the helk
which J deserved, but which has no place
forme. Ilook before and abore me, and
think of my heaven at the door. Jesus.
my forerunner there, my God there, where-
through wondrous grace 1 shallsoun be
myself. And by the time I have looked
at this last all my trouble is gone.—Sel.

He was better to me than all my hopes,
He was better than all my fears;
He made a bridge of my broken works,
And a rainbow of my tears;
Thebillowathat guarded my seagirtpath,.
Carried my Lord on their crest; .
When1 dwell on the days of my wilder,.
ness march,
I lean cn his love for the rest.—4. S.
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MOUNT UNIACKE AND BEAVER
BAN

These mission stations in Halifax Pres-
bytery comprise four school districts in-
cluding a population of about 300 or 360
inhabitants, and extond a distance of about
15 miles.

For the past five or six years they have
been regularly supplied by catechists, and
for a number of yenrs previous to that
some supply was given by the Presbytery.

Thero are at present four preaching sta-
tions, Etter Settlement, Uniacke Miues,
East Uniacke, and Beaver Bank. .

There is a church at the Etter Settle-
ment situated about a mile and a half from
Mount Uniacke station. There are at the
station, and this settlement about 15 fam-
ilies, and the average attendance on the
Sabbath service held fortnightly is about
38.  Sabbath School is conducted during
the summer and a prayer-meeting held
every fortnight.

Uniacke Mines, four miles from the
Railway station, five and a half miles from
the church at Etter Settlement, contains
33 families. The population here 8s in all
mining districts fluctuates very much. The
average attendauce on Sabbath is about 60.
There are a great many children, and great
need of Sabbath School workers. The
amount raised for the support of the mis-
sion varies with the timesand population.

East Uniacke school district is on the
road leading from Etter Settlement to
Beaver Baunk, about five miles distant from
the former, and seven miles distant from
the latter place. The average attendance
on Salbath is about 30. During the past
two summer; this destitute locality has
been regularly supplied.

North Beaver Bank is about eight miles
from Beaver Bank stativn on the Rawdon
road, and contains 13 families. The people
of this district have heretofore been much
ueglected.  One who has resided here for
thirty years says, that during the first 12
vears of that time a sermon was never
preached within ten miles.  During the
past 20 years there has been preaching
maore or less regularly during the summer
munths. A small church i8 now in course
of erection, which it is hoped will be fin-
ished and vccupied at the end of the year.
The people of this section are all with one
-or two exceptions in poor circumstances,
and quite a large percentage are unable to
read. They are however, very attentive
to the means of grace.

The total amount raised last year by all
the stations for the catechists support was
about $135.—Com.

A young bride has gone to hernew home.
Love and hope gild her future with bright
promise. Soon the hcpe begins to dim.
The husband is drinking. 'gilme passes,
Property is gone. A thin, worn, faded
woman_ young in yeara old in suffering,
night after night in a wretched home with
her hungry ill-clad children, awaits in fear
and dread the return of him whose coming
is dreaded, whose presence brings cruelty
and suffering.

Oue night his step is heard. ~The wife
trembles. The door opens. He enters,
He is different to-night. He sits down in
silence. What can be the matter? A
nameless dread steals across the wife. Is
he sane or has drink dethroned his reason.
The faintest glimnier of hope steals in be-
side the fear. Can it be possible that he
is sober. She fears to speak.

At length, he breaks the silence, “‘Dear
Mary.” Her heart gives a bound into her
throar, but she dare not utter a word.
Hope and fear alternate. ‘‘ Dear Mary,”
1 was in to hear Ingersol lecture tais eve-
ning. A friend persuaded me to go. I
am so glad I went. What he says is true.
I have embraced it. It has given me new
life and hope. I have determined to cast
off all those old time Bible ideas about God
and live a new life, and my dear Mary can
you ever forgive me the suffering I have
caused all those years. And Mary throws
herself upon his neck in her love and joy.
The days of old have come back again.

Then the husband says, '* Here is une
of Tom Paine's books that I havu brought,
we will read a portion of it together, and
with the children every night and morning
so that we may learn more of this glad free
thought. And together they read and
sing for joy. Tis now a happy home in-
deed. As years pass, comforts increase.
Their children in love and peace are grow-
ing up around thew, and often in the
quiet evening hour, the husband and wife
talk together of the days that are gone,
and together bless the day that he went to
the lecture, learned and embraced the so
called * free thought.”

Who ever heard or would dream of hear-
ing of such a scene. Substitute the Bible
and the gospel for ‘free thought” and
many a time have such scenes been witness-
ed. By their fruits ye shall know them.
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THE COMPARATIVE COST OF WAR
AND OF MISSIONS.

Dr. Fed. Garlanda, in an unusually able
article, has recently measured the military
strength of Europe at the dawn of 1888.
The total annual expendituve for the war
aud navy departments of the six Great
Powers is said to reach the enormous sum
of $906,000,000. These Governments are
also immensely in debt, yet the political
situation is such as to require increased
armaments. They cannot go to war be-
cause they have not the financial credit to
extend their indebtedness. The totalannu-
al interest upon Eurvpean indebtedness
is about $1,070,000,000. Hence the peo-
ple are burdened with high taxes, All
this it costs simply to be prepared for in-
ternational conflicts in Europe.

Now look at the coet of actually carry-
ing on the Lord’s war for huinan redemp-
tion by the universal Church! We have
put into the entire foreign field, including
men, women, and native helpers, consid-
erably less than 50,000 labourers, and we
expend about $10,000,000 yearly; so that
Europe alone has 333 times as many sol-
diers, and spends 900 tiwes as many dolars
each year as the entire Church of Chris-
tendom can muster in men and money for
the Lord's war of the ages! How would
these figures be changed if the Christian
Church should but appreciate her oppor
tunity and her responsibility—the perils
and possibilities of the critical hour of his-
tory! —Missionary Review,

“WHAT IF I BAD BEEN DEATH ?”

The Rev. Dr. Kidd was a Scotch minis-
ter of some eminence ; he was very eocen-
tric; and one who had his own way of
duing things. One of his parishioners
5ays . —

T was busy in my shop, when, in the
midst of my work; in stepped the Doctor.

‘* Did you expect me ?”" was his abrupt
inquiry. withvut even waiting for a salu-
tation.

¢ No,” ‘was my reply.

“What if I had been death?” he asked;
when at once he stepped out as abruptly as
he came, and was gone almoust before I
knew it.

What a question ! What a thought for
every one of us! Does not death come to
most, if not to all, as unexpectedly as this?
And does not the inquiry enforce the les-
son from our Saviour’s lips, —

‘* Be ye also ready : for in such an hour
as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.”
epentance for sin, faith in Christ as
theunly and all-sufticient Saviour, a life
conformed to the teachings of the Bible,
in humble dependence on the aids of the
Holy. Spirit—this is the great preparation
we all need to make us ready for the com-
itsg of Christ. Have we this preparation ?
If we are truly ready to live, then. we are
ready to die, whenever death may come,
lzlve will not find us unprepared. —Stirling
ract.

A PRAYER FOR EVERY DAY.

O God ! I want Thee to subdue my will :

Make me like Jesus, with Thy Spirit fill.

I want to be more holy, meek, and mild,

I want to be more like a little child,

I want to live on =arth a life of faith,

I want to credit all the Bible saith ;

I want to work more earnestly for Thee,

Oh may I thus Thy faithful servant be!

I want to bring poor sinusers to Thy throne,

I want to live fur Thee, and Thee alone,

I want to imitate my Saviour's life,

Avoiding lightness, gloom, andsinfulstrife;

1 want a living sacrifice to be

To Him who died a sacrifice for me,

I want a heart tc burn with pure desires,

I want to do whatever he requires ;

I want to feel the Spirit's inward power

And stand prepared for death’s important
hour, .

I want to be what Jesus Christ commands,

Aund leave myself, my all, in. His dear
hands.

O Lord ! pour out Thy Spirit on my soul ;

Govern my temper, and my tongue
control.

I want through life to glorify Thy grace,

Then, after death, to see Thee face to
face !

_ The native princes of Kajpootana, India,
who hold the highest rank in Hindovo So-
ciety in India.have come forward volun-
tarily and introduced one of the greatest
reforms that the land has yet witnessed.
They have unanimously passed a rule that
in future no girl shall be married under
the age of fourteen, and no boy under the
age of cighteen, unless there had been a
contract of marriage existing previous to
the time when such law was passed. The
misery arising from infant marriage and
child widowhood which no tongue can tell
will be largely done away when such a law
becumes universal in India.

\
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STONEWALL JACKSON. to surround us. Wake up. and stir your-

ThomasJonathanJackson, better known
as Stonewall Juckson, so noted as a Gen-
eral of the Confederate forces in the late
war, was a man of intense convictions,
deep wmoral earnestness, and of exceeding
vigor and promptness in action. He was
also a faithful and devoted Christian, re-
cognized as such wherever he was known,
and of unbounded influence over the
soldiers under his command.  Some inci-
dents illustratihg his character and influ-
ence may be interesting to your readers.

When the Southern troops were in Hag-
erstown, Jackson and some of his staff
were quartered in the housvof a friend for
the Winter. And one morning, when all
were summoned to breakfast, Jackson was
not in his room, and the servant reported
that he had probably gone out, as he could
not find him. He wasat last found behind
the broad door of the hall, quietly kneel-
ing and engaged in prayer.

Such was the manifest sincerity and
earnestness of his pisty that he was alinost
idolized by his troops, every one of whom
recoghized and respected his Christian
character. When the chaplain of the reg-
iment was engaged in the usual religious
services, many of the soldiers might be
seen inattentive and careless. But, as was
said by one of his officers, * when Jackson
was about to pray, as he often did with his
troops, they would leave everything, and
gather to hear him.” On one such occa-
sion a group of the men were engaged in
card-playing, when another, comiug along
cries out to them *‘ Come, fellows, leave
that stuff, and comne along ; old Jackson’s
going to pray !”  And at once all would
move as one man and stand reverently
with uncovered head to hear him. ¢ So
still,” says one, *‘that you might have
heard the rustle of a butterfly’s wing.”
And says another : * If a single man had
said or done anything to interrupt or show
contempt for the sacred service, it would
have been as much as his life was worth.”

At one time a small detachment of Jack-
sun's troops, just as they were about rest-
ing for the night, were found to bein
danger, before they knew it, of being sur-
rounded by the Northern troops ; and an
ofticer was sent to rouse them up, and
warn them to move at once to 8 new po-
sition before it might be toolate. Addres-
sing one of the first soldiers he met, who
was drowsily going to sleep, the ofticer
called to him ** The Yankees are gathering

self, or you and all will soon be their pris-
oners.” The soldier, half-waking and in
a dreamy, muttering tone, says ** [ —guess
—there—-aint—much—danger ;-~we—are
—all- safe— enough.” ¢ 8afe encugh'”
said the officer; ‘‘if you are nut, every
soul of you, off in an hour, you'll all be
surrounded and taken prisoners!” ¢‘Well,”
said the other, in the same half-sleepy,
dreamy tone, ** let 'em surround us and be
hanged ! if they do, we are all safe, for old
Jackson will just pray to the Lord, and
He will give us wings, and we'll all fly out
and be safo !”

At another time one of the Southern
soldiers was cursing the Yankees, and say-
ing to a comrade *‘I wish they were all in
h—11” *¢1don’t,” said the other, **for
if they were, old Jackson would follow
them, and take us all there!” Their re-
spect for his piety, and their confidence in
his courage and prowess were unbounded.
He was wounded through mistake, by
some of his own soldiers, who supposel
they were firing on the Union troops. and
died in 1863, at the early age of 39.—
Gettys. in N. Y. Evangelist.

BELIEVE.

Faith is a sensible act. Do you consid-
er it a sensible thing to purchase a United
States government bond ?  Yes ; because
it gives you lien on all the resources of the
great republic. So the highest exercise of
the reason is.to trust what the Almighty
God has said, and to rely on what he has
promised. [nfidelity plays the idiot when
it rejects God, and pays the penalty.
Faith is wise unto its own salvation. Faith
is salvation ; unbelief is suicide.

Faith is a stooping grace.  That heart-
broken, self-despising woman weeping on
the feet of her Lord, is a beautiful picture
of lowliness and submission.  Self must go
down first before we can be lifted up into
Christ's favorand likeness. He that hum-
bloth himself shall be exalted. Pride and
self-righteonsness were biting the dust
when Saul of Tarsus stamniered out,
‘‘Lord, what wilt thon have me to do.”
It is an accursed sclf-conceit which pre-
vents thousands from becoming Christians.
On the low grounds falls the fertilizing
rain of heavon ; the bleak mountain-tops
are barren. God resisteth the proud and
giveth his grace to the lowly. Faithlinks
us to omnipotence.—Dr. T. L. Cuyler.
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WHAT WOULD THE WORLD BE
WITHOUT THE GOSPEL.

A young man with sceptical tendencies
dewanded of his Christian friend one con-
<lusive evidence that the gospel is Divine.
His condition bad becume already perilous,
for the reason that unsatisfactory investi-
gations-had lod:him to the verge of hope.
Ieas indifference. ** Consider,” said his
friend, ** what this community would be if
every vestige of this guspel were immedi-
ately removed ; evex? church demolished ;
every line of sacred literature blotted out;

- every Christian agency abolished-—the en-
tire population at this moment destitute of
a single ray of gospel light. lmagine, if
possible, such desolativn ; and then by
way of contrast, think of our present ex-
alted condition.”

The sorious thoughtfulness revealed in
the countenance of the inquirer was the
hopeful sign of his recovery from cheerless
doulst. ’ﬁ:é’ view had not-impressed him
in precisely such a mauner before. 1t is
reasonable tu believe that the suggestion
made a lasting impression upon his mind.
The authoritative proof, arising from other

"forms of Christian evidence, was not, in
his case, e<}1ual to this simple appeal made
by human lips. Reflection upon the ben-
eficial results achieved in society through
the truth of God compelled hiua at last,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to
an unregerved submission of his whole
heart to Him.—S8el.

“PAY JOHN WILLIAMS.™

Ata prayer-meeting ‘‘down East,” a
man noted for his failures to meet busi-
ness obligatious, arose to speak. The sub-
ject was: **What shall I do to be saveds”
He commenced slowly to quote the words:
¢“What shall I do to be saved?”’ He paused
looked around and said again: “What
shall I do to be saved?”’ Again with more
solemn tones he repeated the question of
questions, when a voice from theassembly”
in clear and distinct tones replied: *‘Go
and pay John Williams for that yoke of
oxen.”

The incident stirs up solemn thought.
A great many people before they can be
saved, or guide others to the Saviour, will
have to *‘go and pay John Williams™ the
mouey they honestly owe him. Shrewd
tricksters in the marts of the world are
not shrewd enough to be dishonest at
heart and retain the favor of God who

‘loves purity in the inward parts.” Neith-
er can & hoge of the world w come be like
a sheat-anchor in the soul of any one who
robs God by being dishonest to his fellow-
man,

Thousands read no other Bible than the
lives of thuse who profess to be following
its precepts in their daily lives. The

-greatest need of the Church is true, pure,

upright living—*living epistles, known
and read ofall men.” The square. man ix
tho best shape. The tree is known by its
fruit, “Goand pay John Williams."—

Mid-Continent.
SUCCESS OF MELA WORK IN IN-

DIA.

In the Life and Work of Christ, publish-
ed lately by some Hindu, the author la-
ments the fact that lacs of pevple (that
means, hnndreds of thousands( are becom-
ing Christians, and appeals most earnestly
to the adherenta of the Hindu faith to copy
the examples of missionaries who are to
be found at all the melss and principal
places of pilgrimage, ete, to stem the tide
of Christianity which is flowing over the

d.

Well might the priests feel bitter to-
wards us when they sce that by our la-
bours their gain is going, Some few years
ago the offerings at the temple at Baignath
amounted to & lac of rupees (£10.000) on
the two days of this mela. Now they
amount to not quite half that sum by Rs.
40,000 (or £4000), Upon asking the reas-
on why there is such a falliug off, they
told me thus: *You are the reasun; you
preach against our religion; you sell your
religious books tu the people; they read
them in their houses, and no fear of us
and our gods come into their hearts.’ We
thank God for such testimony that the sil-
ent messengers (the Gospels) are doing
such sure work amongst the people.—
Rer. B. Evans in Missionary Herald.

FAMILY WORSHIP.

Blessed are those homes which are hal-
lowed by daily prayer. They are blessed
now, and their memory will be a benedic-
tion when the children have gone forth in-
to new homes of their own. Alas that
any home, particularly and professedly
Christian home, should be without this
great privilege, this great safe-guard,
this means of preparution for the heaven-
ly home!— Ilustrated Christian Weekly.
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THE CHILDREN AT BEDTIME.

Every parent who has been in the habit
of reading or talking to the little ones after
they are safely tucked in bed, will bear
witness to the value of this influence.
With Iayh:%; off the cluthes, the angers, the
worries and discuntents of the day subside.
With the brief season of prayer, they fly
still further into the background. And
when the little form rosts in bed they scem
to vanish out of sight. The body is at rest.
The heart is plastic to the touch of a8 lov-
ing father or mother.

Now is the time to exert a moulding
power. At this hour the little ones listen
with the hushed attention to what is read
to them. Hymns, the Scriptures, Bible
stories are heard with cloge attention, un-
til the reader’s voice is stilled, or the hear-
ers sink into a state of rest, Conversation
may take the place of reading, The will
that was in a state of resistence an hour
ago isnow relaxed. The anger that blind-
ed moral discernment has passed away.
With open heart the child utters his con-
iqssions and gladly receives the forgiving

iss.

Plans for the morrow can be discussed,
and duty can be made to put on an attrac-
tive form. Irritation can be lovked at
quietly, and admonitions to watchfuluess
may be dropped with soothing eflicacy into
the listening ear. And then how delight-
ful the embrace with which the young
arms clasp your neck, the intense *‘dear
mother ” with which the ** good night ” is
said. Parents, if you have not thus part-
ted from your birdlings at the evening
hour, you have something yet to learn of
hopeful instruction. to experience of love’s
delights.—Buaptist Weekly.

HEALED BY HIS STRIPES.

A remedy for your sins and mine is found
in the aubstitutionary sufferings of the
Lord Jesus, and in these only. These
“'stripes” of the Lord Josus Christ were on
our behalf. Do you inquire, *‘Is there
anything forus to do, to remove the yuilt
of sin?’ 1 answer: There is nothing
whatever for you to do. By His stripes
we are healed. All those stripes He has
endured, and left not one for.us to bear.

**But must we believe on Him?’ Ay,
certainly. If1 say of a certain ointment
that it heals, I do not deny that you need
a bandage with which to apply it to the
wound. Faith is the linen which binds
the plaster of Christ's reconciliation to the

sore of oursin. The linen does not heal;
that is the work of the atonement of Christ.
“‘But we must repent!” ories another. As-
suredly we must, and shall, for repentance
is the first sigh of healing; but the stripes
of Jesus heal ug, and uot vur repeutance.
These stripes, when applied to the heart,
work repentance in us: we hatesin be-
cause it made Jesus suffer. “‘When you in-
telligently trust in Jesus as having suffer-
ed for you, then you discover the fact
that Gud will never punish youfor the -
same offence for which Jesus died. Thus
with his stripes we are healed.— Sprrgeon.

GROWING OLD.

The realization that we are getting old,
that more and more of this world is getting
behind us, and that soun very little of it
will be before us, need not necessarily be
asad one. It will not be, it will in fact be
found a very pleasant oue, if we have made
the world, as we should make it, a bright-
er, purer, and better world by our acts of
benevolence and mercy while in it, and by
using it and teaching others to use it, nct
as a finality, but as a preparatory school,
a surt of robing room, for an eternal and
an unutterably happy and glorivus life in
a world unseen by mortal eye, although it
nearly touches this. If we have lived
aright, and are still living 8o, this matter
of growing old is simply oue of an earlier
release from burdens of responsibility
which have always proved heavy, and have
often seomed ready to crush us; {rom
troubles and worries and annoyances, very
often causeless, it is true, but always afflic-
tive; from a blasting of hopes which once
seemed a0 stable and so promising ; and
from a thousand other things which we
need not now stop to think about. But
this growing old is sumething better than’
a promise of a near and nearer release from
the things which have made this life a
burden and a sorrow. If we have lived as
it is both our privilege and duty tolive,
we are only approaching an open door
through which we shall pass to that per-
fection of peace, that fulness of joy, that
radiancy of eglory, that eternal reunion
with the loved and lost of time, and that
eternal cummunion with the Triune God
and the unfallen angels. which are reserved
for all who are here the faithful followers
of the Christ. Why should we object to
growing old #  Why should we not love to
grow old 1--N. Y. Evangelist.



