Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filminy. Features of this cony which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

‘jColouved covers/ 3
Couverturs de coulsur
Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverturs restaurée et/ou pelliculbe

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

B,Colouud ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre d> couleur (i.e. autre que bleus ou noire)

Coloured plates and/er illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

ight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de {a
distorsion le long de la marge intérisure

D Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/
1i se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texts,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 16X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il
lui a 6té possible de se procurer. Las détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Page, endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

zﬂws discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Bshowthrowb/
Transparence
uality of print varies/

Qualité inégale de V'impression

- Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

D Title page of issue/
Page de titre de Ia livraison

Caption ot issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

22X 26X 30X

v/

X 16X

24X 28X 32x




. SN .
Vi. No. 2

\--'“w/

N

- _Sabbath Sthool Publications o
Presbgletian. Church m Canada
RevR Douglags Frager E

, Sditor @ Buginess Nanaser o _
Confederation [ife Building Goronto R




High-Clsss
Resldentfal

- : Yogng
Ladles..

RN

~CorSpadina
- Rvenue .
-+ and- Morris
"8t Toronio

A S T 5T AT e B N N T R W AN S M R e S AT

- Glen: Mdawr
 For particularsiapply to - o
- MISS VEALS, Principal -

THE CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE

DIRECTORS:

HON. GEO. A. COX, ROBT. KILGOUR,
President. Vice President.

- Established 1867
"MEAD OFFICE, TORONTO

JR— W. B. HauiLTon. M. LEGGAT. JaS. CRATHERN.
jouu_’Hosxm, Q.C.,LL.D. J. W.” FLAVELLE.

PAID- ITAL, - $6,00
PAID-UP CAPITAL, $6,000,000 B. E. WALKER, 3. H PLUMMER,
RESERVE, - - - - - $1,000,000 General Manager. | Asst. Gen'l Manager
R . H. IRRLAND,
- Insp and Sup of Branch
BRANCHES OF THE BANK IN CANADA:
X ONTARIO
" . AYR. DRESDEN. ORANGEVXLLE SEAFORTH. ~
OTTAWA. SIMCOE.
) BARRIE. DUNDAS. T STRATFORD.
~ BELLEVILLE. DUNNVILLE. 8 STRATHROY. ]
. .BERLIN. FORT FRANCES PARKHILL. TORONTO (8 offices) °
'BLENHEIM. GALT. PETERBORO. TORONTO JUNCT'N.
" BRANTFORD. ODERICH. ‘PORT PERRY. WALKERTON.
YU ° P ST. CATHARINES, ' | WALKERVILLE.
: CAYUGA. GUELPH. WATERLOO.
. _CHATHAM. HAMILON. SARNA. WINDSOR.
* COLLINGWOOD. LONDON. SAULT STE. MARIE |  woODSTOCK
. QUEBEC MANITOBA YUEON DISTRIOT
MONTREAL. WINNIPEG. DAWSON.
. BRITISH COLUMBIA X
_ ATLIN.  CRANBROOK. FERNIE. FORT STEELE. GREENWOOD.  VANCOUVER.
IN THE UNITED STATES: o
NEW YORK.

NEW ORLEANS,

SKAGWAY, ALASKA.



Teachers Monthly

YVol. VL

FEBRUARY, 1900

No. 2

<t Be of Good Cheer ”
By J. C. Eckford

AM getting discouraged, 1 see so little
to cheer; the children leave us so
soon ; and so few of them give testi-
mony of their having been brought
to 2 knowledge of the truth before

they go.” So said a teacher in one of our
meetings during the past summer. And
there are others like this lady who need a
message of encouragement.

And first, it is good to know that these dis-
couraged teachers have loving, longing
hearts, wishing to see the Master’s glory, de-
siring better and brighter days, and that
despite their own fears and faintings by the
way, they are amongst the most faithful
workers in our great field.

It was such a discouraged one who waited
at the sepulchre after ‘‘the disciples had
gone away to their own home,” and who
received from the Lord the graciousand glori-
ous message, which has passed from heart to
heart all along the later centuries, ‘‘Tascend
unto my Father, and your Father; and to
my God, and your God.”

God has his own way ofgiving cheer. We
should take it as He gives it. Mary very
naturally wished to embrace the risen Savior.
She was not permitted to enter into the joy
of her own desire, but we may well believe
her Leart was glad, and her steps light and
bounding as she bastened back with her
“ good news.”” So may we well be encour-
aged by the thought that it is God’s message
we carry, the best news in the world.

Dunkeld, Ont.

Changed men were the disciples after that
first day spent with Jesus. Compare Ten-
nyson’s account of King Arthur’s found-
ing of the ** Order of the Round Table.”

‘ Arthur sat
Crown’d on the dais, and his warriors cried,
‘Be thou the king and we will work thy
will

‘Who love thee.” Then the king in low, deep
tones

And simple words of great authority,
Bound them by so strait vows to his own

self,
That when they rose, knighted from kneel-
ing, some .

‘Were pale as at the passing of a ghost,

Some flush’d and others dazed, as one who
wakes

Half blinded at the coming of a light.

But when he spake and cheer'd his Table
Round

With large, divine and comfortable words

Beyond my tongue to tell thee—I beheld,

Erom eye to eye thro’ all their Order, flash

A momentary likeness of the King.”

Catechetical Instruction of Young
Children
By Rev. George S. Carson, B..%., Author of
Carson's Primary Catechism

The suitability of catechetical instruction
for young children is generally admitted by
the nrost thoughtful and successful teachers
of the young. This form of instruction is
specially fitted to arrest attention, to stimu-
late thought and to sustain interest. Very
young children are not capable of long con-
tinued mental effort. We would not ask a
littl- child to carry even a light burden any
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great distance, but it is only a pleasure for
children to run short errands and perform
little services for those they love. The
mental powers of children, as wellas their
physical strength, may be easily overtaxed
by any continuous strain. ‘When, however,
instruction is thrown into the form of ques-
tion and answer, there is not the same effort
necessary to keep up the attention and to
follow the line of thought. And thereis,
besides, the healthful pleasure of coming
upon truth through the exercise of one’s own
powers of reflection rather than merely lis-
tening to its statement by another. We may
cram a child's mind with facts to be remem-
bered without, in any true sense, educat-
ing the child. It is as we lead chil-
dren to reflect upon the facts brought under
their notice and to think for themselves, that
knowledge of any kind becomes of very
much value to them. The parentor Sabbath
School teacher, who, in imparting religious
instruction, does not merely talk to and tell
children what he knows about the subject in
hand, but draws as much as possible out of
them, thHus leading to reflection and stimu-
lating inquiry, is the one who is doing most
to develop the mental and spiritual powers
of childhood.

It is the fell mnecessity for help and guid-
ance along the line of catechetical instruc-
tion that has lead to so general a use of cate-
chisins among the young ; and I wish in the
brief space at my disposal here to indicate
some of the conditions on which a child’s
catechism may be made a useful help in this
most Christ-like work of instructing the
little ones in the things of God.

In the first place, the language of such
a catechism ‘should be intelligible to the
. child. It is worse thau useless to require a
- ¢hild to memorize a form of words whose
meaning he does not understand. For this
reason I do not think it advisable to put our
Shorter Catechism into the hands of very
young children, though I believe it stands
unsurpassed in its special line ; for much of
its language is above the comprehension of a
little child. I know there are some who say,
Let the child commit to memory the words

of our Shorter Catechisin, and when he
grows older he will understand nore of their
meaning. There is doubtless truth in this;
but what of the injury done to the child in
the meantime in memorizing and repeating
by rote words which have no intelligible
meaning to him? Isnotthis the very way
to make our children thoughtless and to
foster the spirit of formalism? Xsuppose no
more concise or comprehensive answer was
ever given to the great question of man’s
existence than that contained in the first
question of our excellent Shorter Catechism,
““Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to
enjoy Him forever.”” And yet what idea
does the word ““ end” have to a little child ?
He knows what the end of a rope or the end
of a stick is, but what conception has he of
the theological sense of the word? To fest
this I once asked a class of very small boys
the question, ‘“What is the chief end of
man?” For a time they were silent, buton
being encouraged to attempt some reply, one
little fellow said, ““ I think his head is the
chief end of man.” This is what might
have been anticipated. Ithenspoketothem
a little about the purposes for which things
were made, aud after.leading up to the ques-
tion, asked them what they supposed God
had made themfor. Theanswer came with-
out hesitation, ‘‘To love and serve Him.”
But the first question of our Shorter Cate-
chism is one of the simplest of the whole list.

But assuming that we have a catechism
for the very young, whose language is or can
be made intelligible to them, how are we to
make use of this manual to the best advan-
tage? One very important condition is to
prepare the minds of the children for each
question by & short conversation upon the
subject of which it treats. For illustration,
take questlon 16 of the Primary Catechism,
‘“ What besides the Bible teaches us about
God? ” and the other questions which im-
mediately follow this. A short talk to the
children about the works of God, in which
they are led to think of how much we can
learn of God’s character from these wonder-
ful works, would prepare the way for these
questions. Having thus prepared the way
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for the question by the preliminary talk, the
concise form in which the truth is embodied
in the question and answer serves to fix it in
the child’s mind.

I can only briefly refer to one other
point, and that is the importance of using &
catechism as a help in the religious instruc-
tion of the young, and not as a substitute for
such instruction. No parent or teacher
should confine himeelf in the use of such a
manual to the exact questions therein con-
tained. If I may be pardoned for again
referring to the Primary Catechism,
shortly after it was issued the principal of
one of our leading academies, who is also a
Sabbath School teacher of very wide experi-
ence, wrote me that he had introduced it
into his own home and into the primary
classes of the Sabbath School with which he
is connected, and that he was using it as the
basis of oral instruction on the great subjects
to which it introduces the child. I may
here say that it was with this end in view
that this little manual was divided into chap-
ters with headings which might seem more
befitting 2 more pretentious treatise. The
exact words of the Catechism may serve to
fix the truth in the mind of the child, but
no teacher should confine himself to the
limits of such a manual. One of these
questions will suggest many others and form
a sort of starting point for oral teaching
along the various lines indicated.

1f the above conditions are fulfilled, if the
truth is couched in simple language, as far as
possible the language of a little child’s own
vocabulary, if the way is prepared for each
question by a preliminary talk upon the sub-
ject by the parent or teacher, and if the
questions are made the basis of more exten-
sive oral instruction, then I believe such a
manual becomes a real help and guide to the
more systematic religious instruction of the
young.

Pictou, Nova Scotia

Forsamples of our Shorter Catechism, with
and without proofs, and Carson’s Primary
Catechism, send postcard, Confederation
Life Building, Toronto,

The Question of Attendance
By Rev. W. W. Peck, LL.B.

Whilst the command, ““Go work in my
vineyard,’’ is one that has been heard, may
we not hope, by all of our Sabbath School
teachers and officers 3 and whilst a cheerful
acceptance of this command has brought its
own sweet reward in the presence of the
Master, who i8 ever with His faithful ser-
vant, still it is well for us, at times, to look
up from our work, lift our eyes to the ficlds
‘“ white unto the harvest,” and think how
we might do better the work alloted to us.

The General Assembly’s Sabbath School
Committee has tried to obtain a vision of its
work and trust, and with gratitude to God
forthe great opportunity He has given, and
confidence in the Christian spirit of its Sab-
bath School workers, wishes to present to
them a statement of the present position and
suggest certain lines of work.

The teachersand the Church will suffer
four plain questions in reference .to the
number of scholars enrolled in our Sabbath
Schools.

1. Has the attendance kept pace with the
increased Presbyterian population of Can-
ada?

According to the last census returns (1890)
the population of Canada was 4,853,239.
These returns also established that out of
every 10,000 people in Canada, 1,563 were
Presbyterians. 1n 1890, then, there were
755,326 Presbyterians in Cahada, and of
these 134,092 or less than eighteen per cent.
‘were reported as attending our Sabbath
Schools. The Dominion Statistican points
out that four-tenths of the Canadian popu-
lation is between the ages of five years and
twenty years; if so, then in 1890 there were
302,130 Presbyterian children, taking that
term as indicating those between the ages
mentioned. In 1898, though it is estimated
that the population has increased from
4,833,239 to 5,500,000, we reported to the
General Assembly but 160,150 children in
our Sabbath Schools.

2. Has the attendance in our Sabbath

Schools kept pace with the increased attend-
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ance in Canadian Sabbath Schools as 2
whole?

According to accurate reports made by
Provincial Associations to the Ninth Inter-
national Conventior held at Atlanta,
Georgia, in April last, in the Provinces of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Ed-
ward Island, Quebec, and Ontario, 113
counties out of 171 reported 602,312 children
in attendance at Sabbath Schools orgarized
by various denominations., Taking the
census of 1890 again as a basis, of these 602,-
812 children, 160,148 ought to be Presbyter-
jans, and perhaps were, but instead of re-
porting 160,148 in the 113 counties, we “e-
ported to the last Assembly 140,012 in the
171 counties.

3. Has the advance in Sabbath School at-
tendance kept pace with the advance in
other departments of our Church’s work?

Since the Union of 1875, the number of
our ministers has increased from 646 to 1,488,
or 130 per cent., our membership from 88,-
228 to 212,026, or 140 per cent., our income
for all purposes, from $982,672 to $2,511,175,
or 155 per cent.; but the attendance ab
Sabbath School only increased from 79,204 to
160,150, or 104 per cent.

4. In view of these somewhat startling
facts, what are we to do?

First. Recognize that the need of our own
vork ig such that it has by far the greatest
claim on our time, our financial support, our
thoughts and our prayers. Give time and
strength to interdenominational effort by all
means, where this is piainly in the interests
of the general good ; but, first and foremost,
care for the welfare of our own work, which,
unless we do it, willnot be done at all.

-Secondly. A plan of visitation of each
school within the bounds is to be devised
and made effective by each Presbytery’s
Sabbath School Committee. The present
conditions within each presbytery are to be
canvassed with carefulness as becomes
faithful workers. According to the Minutes
of Assembly 1875 and 1883, ‘‘Presbyteries
are enjoined to see that Sabbath Schools are
established at every preaching station, if at
all possible.”

The ‘‘Home Department’ is to be ex-
plained, the co-operation of sessions, teach-
ers, and officers secured, and means devised
for reaching all our children not now in
regular attendance.

Presbytery conventions, if wisely directed,
might be very effective in bringing about
better conditions. .

Thirdly. Each member of Session and each
teacher and officer must recognize and assume
his share of responsibility and privilege in
working with the Master. Teachers’ meetings
ghould be held regularly, lists ofall children
belonging to the congregation prepared, and a
persistent attempt made to have them all en-
rolled either in the school or in the ‘“ Home
Department.” Very little can be done with-
out the hearty co-operation of the workers
in the congregation. Very much can be
accomplished with their assistance. We as
a Church are not true to our traditions, not
true to the genius of Presbyterianism, not
true to the spirit of Christ, who came ¢‘teach-
ing,”” unless we organize and move forward
to do more effectively the work of instruction
in the Scriptures entrusted to us.

Some other time something may be writ~
ten about the very many encouraging feat-
ures of our Sabbath School work. In the
meanwhile these plain words in regard to
our shortcomings and how they may be rem-
edied may set some thinking.

Napanee, Ont,

Opiritual Interest in Bible Study.
By Rev. Alfred H. Moment, D.D.

How can we arouse an increased spiritual
interast in Bible study ?

Three answers may be given to the ques-
tion.

(1) To arouse spiritual interest in Bible
study there must, first of all, be a deep con-
viction on the part of Sabbath School teach-
ers that they must teach the Bible spiritually.
To work in the Bible, we must work with
the Bible.

To the theologian the Bible in his chief
aid in discovering and tlassifying truth con-
cerning God. To the historiun the Bible is
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a vast storehouse of suthenticated facts of
ancient times. To the archeeologist it is an
open field of antiquarian lore. To the poets
the Bible has ever been the fountain-head of
their loftiest imagery. It gives the artist
his grandest theme. But to Sabbath School
teachers the Bible must be regarded as the
Book of Life, not merely a book of theology,
history or science ; the voice of God to a sin-
ful world and not the work of men giving a
svstem of truth, recording facts of the politi-
cal and social life or philosophizing on moral
things. It must be regarded as the good
tidings of Salvation.

Therefore, knowing and keeping well with-
in these limitations of what the Holy Book
is to them, teachers must feel that it is not
for them to deal with theology, philosophy,
literature, history, poetry, as these men pur-
pose, but to teach the Bible in its direct bear-
ings on the three great problems of human
life, character, conduct and destiny. It is
the imperagive duty of teachers so to explain
the doctrine, history, geography or imagery
of each Jesson thas it shall be God’s answer
to the three supreme questions: What ought
the soul to be? What ought the soul to do?
Where apd how is the soul to secure a home
of eternal peace and joy?—the inner state,
the outer state, and the future state of the
soul, To deal, therefore, with these great
spiritual realities the Bible must be taught in
its spiritual significance and power. Itisa
crime to feed hunger with stones and not
with bread. And it is sacrilege for anyone,
no matter who, to speak on thesestupendous
problems of the soul on his own behalf, giv-
ing his little notions and proud opinions.
What had human wisdom, at its best, ever
done since the beginning of time for man
spiritually ¢ The Apostle Paul answers,
** Nothing.” The world by wisdom cannot
find out God or know .His ways of redeem-
ing a lost and ruined race. Therefore, if we
are to be the meansof aiding in that redemp-
tive work, we must speak on God's behalf,
must speak out of God’s awn Book, and must
speak for God’s own Son—the only One who
has ever appeared among men, declaring
himself to be the Light of Life, not the

Light of science, politics, arts or commercs,
but the Light of the soul in its sinful state
and in its redemption from sin. .

To have, therefore, an aroused spiritual
interest in Bible study, there must be adeep
conviction that it must be taught in sucha
way as to answer life’s great spiritual long-
ing.

(2) But to teach the Bible spiritually we
must know the Bible spiritually. And to know
the Bible it must be earnestly studied.
There is nothing accomplished in this world
without zeal of purpose. 'When a boy, Na-
poleon would gather about him his little
school-fellows, form them into military com-
panies and play at war. Later, he filled the
world with his martial glory. When a young
man, George Miller would spend pennics
and shillings in providing a frugal breakfast
for the poor children about him ; and in his
ninety-first year Mr. Malier could look upon
his great orphan houses at Bristol that had
given a home and home training to 10,024
boys and girls.

Oh, it is the enthusiasm of interest that
secures grand results. Therefore to get re-
sults along the main road of Sabbath-school
work, that will show themselves in holy
character, noble conduct, and a blessed hope
of a glorious hereafter, there must be, on the
part of teachers and taught, an enthusiasm
of interest to know the Bible in those great
spiritual principles, of which apt words,
brilliant figures, prophetic forecasts, and as-
tounding historical facts are but the visible
outward expression.

For, if such hidden truth is not gotten
hold of withan intelligent grasp and pre-
sented to the scholars in a kind, sympathe-
tic spirit, nothing can be accomplished. It is
as if a mother set before her children a dish
of newly-threshed wheat and said ¢ There is
your breakfast, eat it,”’ instead of setting
before them that wheat ground into flour,
kneaded into dough, and baked into sweet,
healthful bread. The Bible is the bread of
life in its hidden, religious element. That
hidden, vitalizing, truth must be clearly pre-
sented to the scholars.

(3) But, finally, how can we have an ar-
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ouged spiritual interest in Bible study? I
answer : By getting, keeping and cullivating the
mind of Christ. Ifaman hag the mind of
Abraham Lincoln he will be filled with the
enthusiasm of true statesmanship.  If a per-
son has the mind of Frances Willard, he will
cross continents and oceans to speak in the
intcrest of morul reform, and save the lost
from paths of vice. So, as teachers of the
Bible, if we have the mind of Christ, we
shall be filled with the enthusiasm of Christ,
whose whole ministry in every sermon,
mircle and act of self-sacrifice, was spirit-
ual.  If we have the mind of Christ, we
shall look at human life from Christ’s staad-
point and be inspired in our work by His
motives, methods and aims, And lastly, if
we have the mind of Christ, we shall know
the words of Christ; for we shall have the
Holy Spirit to * take of the things of Christ
and show them unto us.”

rookly: Q{ N\
A
5 Home Study.

N Melville Church, Brussels, Ont., the

Houme Sruny QuarterLy is placed in every
?) fam y of the congregation. The families
3 rek;c‘:‘fenwd in the Sabbath School meeting
* in ‘the Church receive theirs through the
Sabbath School, which bears the expense of
these. The other families, 125 in number,
are supplied by the congregation. ¢ We
uige parents,”’ says the Rev. John Ross,
the minister of Melville Church, “to make
use of the daily readings at family worship,
and as there is but one reading foreach day,
it still leaves room for the reading of the
Bible consecutively or by any other plan.
In this way we try to encourage the regular
observance of family worship. We also
endeavor to secure thatthe parents make use
of the Quarterly in instructing their children
by carefully studying with them the Sabbath
School lesson. Wethink that good is result-
ing from this use of the Quarterly, and you
may consider our order renewed for the
coming year,”

“‘Thou shalt teach them diligently.”

Kind words help ; and the ministers and
superintendents and teachers have not been
sparing of them. The new itlustrated papers
have received their own share of commenda-
tion. The best commendation will be that
the children read them, und ttat the read-
ing makes them love all that is good better
and set themselves more earnestly to be good
and to do good.

Says Rev. J. A. Logan, Eburne, B.C., the
Synod’s convener on Sabbath-schoolss 1
have already heard many good words for the
new papers. The Lesson Helps, too, are giv-
ing general satisfaction. Some of our larger
schools adopted the Home Study series last
year, St. Andrew’s, Vancouver, for example,
and are well satisficd, and it is only a matter
of time until nearly all will have them.

Rev. W. G. Wallace, Bloor street Presby-
terian church, Toronto: ¢ Most heartily do
1congratulate you on the ability with which
your publications are edited. We do not
need to lock outside our own country for
Lesson Helps. Asto Tue King's Owwn and
Jewrers, they will be very welcome. The
information given in them concerning our
own Church’s work, their pure and healthy
tone, and withal their Cunadian spirit, will
make them of real and lasting benefit.”

Rev. John Gray, D.D, Orillia, Ont. : “1
have no hesitation in : egarding the publica-
tions as occupying the first place among simi-
lar publications in Canada or elsewhere. I
have resolved, if spared during the next
year, to read regularly the principal publica-
tions, that 1 may in this way be kepb in
touch with our young people.”

Rev. George 8. Carson, Pictou, Nova Scotia:
“T wish to express my very high apprecia-
tion of the new efinrt you are making in the
Sabbath School Helps. The papersarercally
admirable. Our Presbytery yesterday passed
a resolution heartily commending our publi-
cations to all our congregations. I feel sure
thatthey will grow in favor asthey deserve.”

‘““As we have therefore opportunity, let
us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith.”
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Our Publications

Lesson Helps

THE TEACEERS MONTHLY-—50c. n year; 5or more to
ane address, 40c. each.

1o be enlargea by oncfourth from Dcccmber onward;
10 therease tn price.

Tie HOME STUDY QUARTERLY—20C. & year; 5
more to onc address, 10c. each.

Largely used also in the ome Department.

TiE PRIMARY QUARTERLY~With a picture for each
lesson ; 20¢. yearly ; b or more to one address, 10c¢, each,

Tre HoME STUDY LEAFLET—5¢. & year; sent ouly
in fives or multiples of five.

THE PRIMARY LEAFLET—5C. & year; sent only In
flves or multiples of five,

Samples of above free on application.

Illustrated Papers

JewELs—For the Little Ones; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; single copies, 30c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 20c. each,

THE KING'S OWN, continuing The Children’s Record
—Every week, instead of monthly as now, and hand-
somely fllustrated ; single coples, 40c. & year; 5 or
more to one address, 25¢. each.

Samples of above free on application

Catechisms, etc.

SHORTER CATECKISY, pet doz., 20¢. ; 100, §1.25.

y 031130115_1‘551; CATECHISN, with proofs, per doz.,, 85c.;
, 81.70.

1,essoN ScREME—Schedule of Lessons for the year,
with Topics for Proof, Catechism, etc. ;_per 100, 50¢,

PASSAGES FOR MEMORIZING ~List of choice connect-
ed and complete Scripture passages on neat little
four-page card ; per 100, 69c.

Other S. 8. Supplies

CARSON's PRIMARY CATECHISY, per doz., 45c.; per
100, 83.00. CoLORED LESSON PICTURE RoLLS, 75¢. per
uarter, $2.50 for year. COLORED LESSON PICTURE
SARDS, 234c. per quarter, 10c. foryear. Sentonly inlots
of 5, 10, 13, ete. ; no fives broken. ° S.S. CLASS REGISTER,
5c. each. 8. S. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD, 10¢. each.
S. S. SECRETARY'S RECORD, 25¢. and 30¢. each. BIBLE
AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, Oxford Press,
40c. each., PRESBYTERIAN BOCK OF PRAISE, 8.S.
kdition, $3.00 per hundred ; and ANY OTHER 8. S. Sup-
plies that may be required.

Y.P.S.C.E.
1Tomo CARDS with * Plun of Study," $1.00 per hun-
ared,

. BookLETS, with ¢ Plan of Study ”” and Daily Read-
ings, 81.50 per hundred.

Special

WO GEMS -BIpLE AND PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF
PRAISE, complele in one volume; from the
{amous Oxford press, a perfectly new issue, now

for the first timne on the wmarket ; India paper. The
handiest possible pocket edition, and bound in moruc-
co limp 50 &s to last a lifetime. Size only 434 in. x23
in. t \\'%glsxi g.obont b ounces; a beautiful type. Sent
postpaid, 81.50.

MY COUNSELLOR—A. sweet companion for the Quiet
Hour; from the Oxford press, India paper, pages in
red and black, with readings for every morning and
evening in the year entirely in the language of Scr:?ture.
An exquisite book. Sent postpaid on receipt of 75c.

Nore.—1. Itis our rule to discontinue &1 supplies
at termination of period for which ordereq, c.tcef)t
inthe case of Slanding Orders, Schools are urgently
requested to bear this in mind and renewin good time.

2. Orders for less than a year at proportionate rates.

3. Payment should accompany-orders in every case.

Abpriss REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER,
CONFEDERATION LiFE BuILDING, TORONTO

or

ORDER OF SERVICE: First Quarter

Opening
I, SiLeNce.
II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,

Surr. Unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given.

Scroor. And the government shall be
upon His shoulder.

Surr.  And His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God,
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace.

ITIL. SixciNG.

IV. Praver; closing with the Lord’s

Prayer in concert.

V. RespiNg or Lessoy, in concert or in
alternate verses.

VI SiNGcIxa.

.

The Lesson
1. Sruny 1§ Crassks.
IL. SixciNG.

III. ReviEw FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S DisK;
which may include Recitation in concert of
Catechism, Lesson Title, Golden Text, and
Heads of Lesson Plan.

IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; SECRETARY’S

LiBrARIAN’S DISTRIBUTIONS.
Closing

I. Sivaina.

J1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Sver. Glory to God in the highest.
Scroor. And on earth peace.
Svrr.  Good will toward men.
III. Crosing HyMN OR DOXOLOGY.

IV. BenenicrioN er CLosiNg Praver.
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Bille Dictionary

[January-March

Bible Dictionary for First Quarter,
1900

Al-phs’-us The father of Levi, or Mat-
thew. Nothing further iz known of him.

An’-nas High Priest from 7 to 14 A.D.
An unscrupulous, wealthy, influential Sad-
ducce. Deposed; buv still retained his
power with the people.

Arn’-drew A native of Bethsaida, Gali-
lee, and brother of Peter.

Beth’-le-hem A village six miles from
Jerusalem. It was the birthplace of David,
and contained the family records.

Betk-sa'-i-da A town near the north-
western shore of the Sea of Galilee; the
home of Andrew, Peter, and Philip.

Ca-per’-na-um A town northwest of the
Sea of Galilee on the great Damascus road.
1t had a custom house and military station.
It was the centre of Christ’s Galilean work.

Cw/-sar Au-gus’-tus The Octavius of
history.  Grand-nephew of Julius Cwsar.
Defeated Antony at Actium, and became
ruler of the world.

Cy-ren’/-ius An obscure soldier who rose
by his military skill to the office of consul
and proconsul ; and later Governor of Syria.
Died A.D. 21.

Cai’-a-phas Son-in-law of Annas. He
figures at the trial of Christ.

Ce’-phas See Simon.

@al'-i-lee Thenorthern province of Pa’ .-
tine. The scene of most of Shrist-’s ministry.

Her’-od Herod Antipas, the son of Herod
the Great; the murderer of the Baptist;
tetrarch of Galilee for more than forty years.
Banished A.D. 39.

T’-tu-ree’-a A district at the foot of
Mount Hermon,

Ja’-cob’s well It was dug by Jacob near
Mount Gerizim. Here Jesus met the woran
of Sychar, a town one mile distant.

Jo’-seph Husband of the Virgin Mary,
and a lineal descendant of David. Also
Joseph, son of the patriarch Jacob.

James The son of Zebedee, the brother
of John, and one of the apostles.

John Son of Zebedee, and brother of
James. *‘The disciple whom Jesus loved.”
Was banished to Patmos ; w -ote the Revela-
tion, three Epistles, and one Gospel.

John the Baptist The son of Zacharias
and Elizabeth. The forerunner of Christ.

Jor’-dan  The chief river of Palestine;
rises near Mount Hermon, flows southward
through the Seaof Galilee into the Dead Sea,
after & winding course of 200 miles.

Ju-dse’-a The province of Palestine south
of Samaria and west of the Jordan. Its

capital was Jerusalem.
‘vi Identified with Matthew,

the
writer of the first Gospel. ;

)

Ly-san’-i-as Nothing is known of him
in history. But two inscriptions discovered
some time ago prove that a certain Lysanias
actually ruled at this time.

Mo’-ses An Israelite born and educated
in Egypt. God raised him up as the de-
liverer of his %eople from Egyptian bondage.

Ma'-ry The virgin mother of Jesus, and
wife of Joseph. She lived with Jesus at
Nazareth, but after the crucifixion with John
in Jerusalem.

Na/-a-man A ca?tain of the army of the
King of Syria. Healed of leprosy by Elisha.

Naz -.-reth A town in the south of Gali-
lee, where Jesus lived till His thirtieth year
and worked as a carpenter.

Na-tiian’-a-el The sameas Bartholomew.
Brought to Jesus by Philip.

Nic-o-de’-mus A Pharisee and ruler of
the Jews. Came to Jesus by night ; became
a secret disciple, and later a bold confessor.

Pon’-tius Pi’-late Procurator of Judza
and Samaria under Tiberius, from 26 to 36
A.D. He was violentand cruel, and ior sel-
fish ends gave Jesus to be crucified. After-
wards banished to Gaul, where he commit-
ted suici@e.

Phil’-ip The brother of Herod Antipas.
His tetrarchate included several other places
besides Iturea and Trachonitis.

Phar'-i-sees A narrow and bigoted sect
of Jews, who had, however, the merit of
being patriotic and zealous for the law as
they understood it.

Sa-ma’/-ri-a «The capital city of northern
Israel. The name was later applied to the
whole district.

Sa-mar’-i-tans Descendants of foreigners
introduced into Terael after the exile, and of
the remaining Israelites. Refused to share
in rebuilding the temple atJerusalem. ™ ey
built a rival temple at Mount Gerizim, ..ad
remain to this day hostile to the Jews.

Sy/-char A village near Mount Gerizim,
and about & mile from Jacob’s well. It was
the home of the Samaritan woman whom
Jesus met.

Sarep’-ta Zarephath, a Pheenician town
near the coast. The parent city was Sidon.-
Here Elijah restored the widow’s son to life.

Sy/-ri-a The country lying next to Pales-
tine on the north.

Si’-mon The brother of Andrew. His
name was changed to Peter (‘A Rock*’) by
Christ.

Ti-ber/-ius Cee’-sar The step-son and
successor of Augustus Cesar. He was Em-
peror during the ministry and death ol
Jesus. A notorious and profligate tyrant.

Zach’-ar-ias The father of Johm the
Baptist ; a priest belonging to the 18th of the
24 courses into which the priests were
divided.
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Bible Lessons

8tudies in the Life of Jesus

Lessox CALENDAR ¢ FIRST QUARTER

1. January 7.........e....o . ......The Birth of Jesus. Luke 2: 1-16.
2, January 14......................The Child Jesus Visits Jerusalem. Luke 2: 41-52.
3. January 2L........... e ..."The Preaching of John the Baptist. Luke 3: 1-17.
4. January28.... ...l .. Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. Matt. 3:13-4: 11.
5. February 4 ......................The First Disciples of Jesus. John 1: 35-46.
6. February 11........... .. Ceeeen .Jesus and Nicodemus. John 8: 1-18.
7. February 18...... cieeesieenn ... Jesus a6 Jacob’s Well.  John 4: 5-26. _
8. February 25. ..... ... veveeve....Jesus Rejected at Mazareth. Luke 4: 16-30. °
9. March 4......... «vveveeeroor...Jesug Hegling in Capernaum. Mark 1: 21-34.
10. March 11.......s... .. ..........The Paralvtic Healed. Mark 2: 1-12.
11. March 18.......... e ..Jesus at Matthew’s House. Mark 2: 13-22
12, March 25..... SRR £ 1% § AN

Lxssox V.
John 1: 85-46.

25 Again 1 the next day after John 2 stood, and two
of his disciples:

36 And 3 looking upon Je'sus as he walked, he saith,
Behold the Lamb of God ! N

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Je'sus.

Then Je sus turned, and ¢ saw them following,
and said unto them, What seek ye? They said unto
him, Rab’bi (which is to say, being interpreted,
s Master,) where 6 dwellest thou?

39 He saith unto them, Come and 7 see. They
8 came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him
that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and fol-
lowed him, was An'drew, Si‘'mon Pe ter's brother.

41 He 9 first findeth his own brother Si mon, and
saith unto him, We have found the 10 Messi‘as, which

THE FIRST DISCIPLES OF JESUS

February 4, 1900

Commit to memory vs. 35-37. Read John1: 19-51.

is. being interpreted, 11 the Christ.

4212 And he brought him to Je'sus. And when
Je'sus beheld him. he said, Thou art Si'mon the son
of13Jo'na: thou shalt be called Ce'phas, which is by
interpretation, 14 A stone.

43 15 The day following Je'sus would go forth into
Gal'ilee, and 16 findeth Phil'ip, and saith unto him,
Followme, i

44 Now Phil'ip was 17 of Beth'sai'da, the city of
Awn‘drew and Pe'ter.

45 Philip findeth Nathan'ael, and saith unto him,
We have found him, of whom Mo scs in the law. and
the prophets, did write, Je'sus of Naz'areth, the son
of Jo‘seph. .

46_And Nathan'ael said unto him, Can there any
good thing come out of Naz’areth? Phil'ipsaith unto
him, Come_and sce.

Revised Version—t On the morrow; 2 Was standing; s He looked u%on Jesus and sziith : ¢ Beheld ;

s Margin, teacher; 6 Abidest; 7 Yeshall sce; 8 Came therefore and_saw w

erc he abode; 9 Findeth first:

1o Messiah ; 1t Omit the ; 12 He brought him unto Jesus.  Jesus looked upon him and said ; 13 John ; 1 Peter:

1+ On the morrow he was minded to go forth, 1¢ He findeth Philip, and Jesus saith, *~ From Bethsaida of the

city.
GOLDEN TEXT

They followed Jesus. John
1:37.

DAILY READINGS

M.—John 1: 3542.1 Thefirst disci-

T.—John 1; 43-51. J ples of Jesus.

W.~Mark1: 14-20. Promptobedi-
ence.

Th.—Luke 9: 57-62. True follow-
ing.

F.—Luke 14: 2533, Counting the
cost.

S.—Matt. 19: 25-30. The reward.

S.-2Tim. 4: 1.8. The follower'’s
triumph.

Lo
e
Conngrting Lhtké

umphed over Satan, sets out upon His mis-

TIME AND PLACE

February, A.D. 27, just after the
temptation. At Bethabars. on the
banks of the Jordan.

CATECHISM

Q} 5. Are there more Gods than
oncy.

A. There is but_One only, the
living and true God.

Q. 6. How many persons are there
in the Godhcad?

A, There are three persons in the
Godhead ; the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost: anud these
three are one God, the same in

substance, equal in power and
glory.

td

l

e N

1aving  tri- [sion. At this point John supplies what the
|other evangelists omit. (See John, chs. 14.)

LESSON
I. Following Jes

-37,

On the testimoifl® & His #o

runuer.

II. Dwelling with Jesus, 388, 89.
At His own gracious vidding.

III. Bricging others to Jesus,
40-48.

Andrew brings Simon, his broth-

er ; Philip, Nathanael, his friend.

LESSON HYMNS

210; 43 (Ps. Sel.) ; 1423 5803 573,
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The First Disciples of Jesus

[February 4

The others take Jesus immediately from the
Temptation to His Galilean work ; but John
. tells us that He went back to the Jordan be-
fore going to Galilee. There the Baptist
publicly proclaims Him as the Lamb of
God. Through this testimony Jesus gains
two disciples, and others quickly follow.

I, Following Jesus, 35-37.

Vs. 35-37.  The next day ; after John's tes-
timony to Jesus (v. 29). Two of his disciples.
The one was Andrew (v. £0) and the other
was certainly John himself, although, with
his customary reserve, he does not mention
his own name. (See 13: 23-25; 19: 26; 20:
2,8; 21: 20, 24.) Looking upon Jesus; with
fixed and earnest gaze, as the verb im-
plies. Behold the Lumb of God; meek and
gentle asa lamb. But thisis only a small
part of what John means. Jesus isthe Lamb
provided by God for the taking away
of the sin of the world through
sacrifice (Isniah 53: 7) and such John
proclaims Him to be. (See Rev. 13: 8.)
The two disciples heard him speak. They
had been led by John the Baptist to
Cz2sireand seek a holy life and had been
taught by him to look for the Messiah as
close at hand. John had also pointed out
Jesus the day before as the expected Mes-
siah (v. 20). They followed Jesus; and be-
neath the literal meaning of the words is the
richer meaning of following Him by faith.

II. Dwelling with Jesus, 88, 39.

V. 38. Then Jesus turned. Hearing their
footsteps He turns to welcome them. -And
saw them. The context shows that He saw
into their hearts too. What seek ye? The
question is mot to repel but to encourage.
They were, as yet, also, very much in the
dark as to who Jesus wasand what He could
do forthem. His question will help to clear
their minds. They answer by asking an-
other question, Rabbi, where diwellest thou ?
The question was put probably through shy-
ness, as Dods suggests. They hesitaie, even
when following, but wish to know where
He may be found another time. ¢ Rabbi,””
the name for the Jewish teacher, is the most
honored title they can think of.

V. 39. Come and see. His quick invitation
to improve their present opportunity term-
inates their hesitation. Where He dwell ; per-
haps in the house of a friend, ox in some
quiet spot on the banks of the Jordan.
Abode with him ; the remainder of the day.
The tenth hour; 4 p.m., if by Jewish time.
Edersheim thinks that herd, as elsewhere in
this gospel (sce 4: 6), the Foman reckoning
was used. This corresponds to ours, making
it 10a.m. Tliecre was, therefore, a long day
of teaching and fellowship. Note how the
very hour is fixed in the mind of John
even after many vears. It was to him the
beginning of a new existence. He never
could forget it. (Compare Isa. 6: 1.}

II1. Bringing Others to Jesus, 40-46.

V. 40. Ore of thetwo . . . was Andrew. See
on v. 37, Andrew is called *“Simon Peter’s bro-
ther” becduse, when this gospel was written,
Peter was the famous one of the two.

V. {1. Hc firgt findeth. Andrew’s first
thought was to tell his own drother the good
news. Messias isthe Greek form of Messiah.
The word hasthe same meaning as ““ Christ,”
the anointed. (Luke 4:18.) Jesus was
anointed with the Holy Spirit, as prophets,
priests and kings were anointed with oil and
set apart forservice. (See Shorter Catechism,
Ques. 23-26.)

V. 42, He brought hin to Jesus. This is the
one great incident in Andrew’s life. It
has made him immortal. Jesus looked upon
him; with a fixed and penetrating gaze that
read hisvery soul. Thou artSimon. Andrew
probably mentioned his name when present-
ing him. But Jesus would know his name
as he knew his character. Cephas; an
Aramaic word meaning a stone, or mass of
rock. With divine insight Jesus perceives
the bed-rock firmmness of character that was
hidden beneath the impulsiveness of Simon’s
nature. (Matt. 16:17,13.) A stone, the
Greek i Petros, hence the name Peter. John
interprets for his Greek readers. (See also
vs. 3§, 41.)

Vs. 43, . Jesus would go forth. The words
imply a deliberate wish or resolution. He
forsees His rejection in Judea. He will,
therefore, lay the foundation of His work in
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Galilee. Findeth Philip ; when about tostart
upon‘che]oumey Follow me; in discipleship
and service. (Matt. 8:22.) Verse 44 ex-
plains how Jesus came to meet Philip. He
had doubtless come down to the Jordan to
hear the Baptistand was now about to return
with Andrew and Peter.

V. 45. Philip findeth Nathanael ; on the jour-
ney to Galilee. Nathanael'shome wasatCana
a few miles from Nazareth (21 : 2), He, too,
mezy have been returning from the Jordan,
and had halted by the roadside under the
shade of a fig-tree for rest and prayer (v. 48).
Nathanael is commonly identified with Bar-
tholemew. (Matt. 10:3.) John does not
mention Bartholemew. The other three
evangelists do not mention Nathanael ; but
in their lists of Aposties (Matt. 10: 3 ; Marh
3 18; Lnl\e 6 : 14) Philip is coupled with

Bclwld the Lambt;%o/ Vo3

gaze for & mument upon Eim v.hém John
puints out to us. We understand the mean-
ing of the title better now than the disciples
did when iirst they beard it, for all His life
has passed before our view. Why we do
call Him “the Lamb " ? Like thesacrificial
lamb (Ex. 12 :5; Lev. 6:6) He is without
blemish. There is no fault, no taint of sin
in bim. How like a lamb He goes to the
sucrifice! (Isa. 53: 7.) How gentle, how
patient, how uncomplaining, as the will of
God leads Him on to the altar! And now
He is offered! the Paschal lamb, whose
sprinkled blood brings safety to those behind
it (Ex. 12 : 23), the guilt-offering which tells

3 of pardon through atonement (Lev. 6:6).
§ Behold Him ! and be assured that the sacri-

fice of this spotless One is sufficient to atone
for the sin of the world. Theblood of Jesus
Christ, cleanses from all sin. (1Jobn1:7.)
. They followed Jesus, v. 37. It was mnot
h enough to know, asa matter of theory, that
Jesus was the Savior. They desired that he
o might be their Savior. Andsothey followed
B 1Tim. And because we also need a Savior,
E let us copy their example. Let us go after

B Jesus, let us seck Him, nutil He speaks to

g us and makes us His and satisfies our needs.

Bartholemew, as here he is associated with
Nathanael. We have found him ; the promised
Messiah.  The law ; the Pentateuch, the five
books of Moses. Did write; (Gen. 49 :10;
Deut. 18 : 53 Tsa. 7:14 ; 53 : 1-12; Dan. 9 :
25-27 ; Ezck. 34 : 23-31).

V. 46. Out of Nazareth? Out of such a
petty village. Besides, Nazareth was not
mentioned in the Old Testament as the place
whence the Messiah should come. Come
and sec ; lay aside your prejudices and look
at facts. This shows the practical bent of
Philip’smind (6:7 ; 14 :8) ; and Nathanael’s
going shows the honest enquirer (v. 47).
This handful of followers was the nucleus of
the Kingdom of God on earth which Jesus
had come to establish. Truly, * great oaks
from little acorns grow.’” From these small
beginnings what great things came.

Jesus turned, etc., vs. 38, 39. See how
Jesus meets the qouls that seeck Him. The
purpose of the disciples may not have been
very definite when they set out after Jesus;
but at all events they wished for an oppor-
tunity to speak with Him, to get acquainted
with Him. Jesus gives them the opportun-
ity, and a warmer welcome and closer fellow-
ship than they had dreamed of. Do you
wish to find Jesus, to become acquainted
with Him, to be adisciple? Then come to
Him at once. He will welcome you, His
door is always open, and from His threshold
none was ever turned away.

They abodewith Him that day, v. 39. Who
would not bave wished tohave been present
and taken part in that conversation? Yet,
let us not forget that we also may have our
hour of conversation with Jesus. We may
speak to Him and he can hearus. In His
Word and by His spirit, and when we wait
upon Him with humble and obedient hearts,
He makes known to us His will.

He findcth first His oun brother, v. 41 (Rev.
Ver.). This was no less dutiful than natur-
al, Our first responsibility is those to whom
we are bound by ties of love and kindred.
While it is our bounden duty to care for the
spiritual weliare of all men, these interests
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should not make us neglect those within
our own home. They come first. Lebus
pray for those we love and seek most ear-
nestly to lead them all to the Savior.

He Yrought Lim unio Jesus, v. 42. The
most insignificant may be the means of
bringing to Christ those who shall become
foremost in the Redeemer’s cause and King-
dom.

Thow shalt be called Cephas, v. 42. Jesus
sees the latent capabilities of men and knows
how to develop them. Jesuswill giveto all
His faithful disciples a new name. (Rev.
2:17.) No doubtHe gives them thatname in
the counsel of His will when He calls them
to dicipleship. That name denotes the mark
to which they ure to attain. Then Jesus

moulds them by His prowdw

The greatest misdion of a teacher is to
point his scholars to the Lamb of God.
v. 386,

Let no time be lost in seeking the
Savior when once He is pointed out.  * Now
is the day of salvation.” v. 37.

Jesus will always come more than half
way to meet the seeking svul. v. 38.

If we begin to seek the Savior He wils
soon bring us into closer communion. 1, 39.

How many at home are still not following
Jesus? What are you doing to lead them to
Him?v, 41,

. We may have small talent ourselves and
yet may bethe means of leading greater men
to Christ. v. 41.

Jesus measurcs up every discipleand takes
puins to develop him into what He sces in
him. v. 42.

Whatisitto bea
low Jesus. v. 43.

A man may be none the worse Christian
in the end for having religious difficuities to
begin with. v. 6.

Seeing is believing. The Christian faith
desires and invites the fullest investigation.
Y. 46.

Curistian? 1t is to fol-

them with His spirit until He makes of
them that which the new name denotes.

Come and see,v. 46. It isa fair challenge.
If oneis told of Jesus Christ, told that He is
the Savior, that He will take away the guils
of sin and give strength to overcome it, will
give guidance in perplexity, comfort in sor-
row, deliverance in death § and if one is in
doubt whether to believe this testimony or
not, let bim cowe and see. Let him con-
sider the claims Christ makes and the con-
quests Christ has made. Iet him make a
trial of Christ’s promises and follow Christ’s
leading so far as he sees it. It shall not be
in vain. He shall come to say with Na-
thanael ¢“Thou art the Son of God ; thou art
the King of 1srael.” (v. 49), All that Jesus
Himself asks is fair play.

énbxs

The Jews tell a story of the great Passover
night in the land of Egypt. There was a
certain Jew who had an only and much be-
loved child, a little girl of ten. As the first-
born, she would die if the stroke of the de-
stroying angel should fall upon their dwell-
ing. Belore going to sleep she asked her
father if the blood had been sprinkled upon
their door. Hesaid that it had, and she fell
asleep. But her sleep was troubled. Sev-
cral times she awoke and each time she
asked if it were all right about the blood.
She was assured that it was, and she tried to
sleep on, but in vain. A little before mia-
night she awoke in great alarm and insisted
on being carried out that she might see the
blood for herself. Her father took her in
‘hisarmsand carried her to the door; but
when he got there, he found, to his horror,
that there was no blood upon the posts. It
had been left for a servant to attend to and
he had neglected it. The father ran to get
the blood and sprinkled it with his own
hand. His child saw the blood® and knew
that they were safe and went sweetly to
sleep and when the destroying angel passed
over, the blood protected them. God for-
bid that we should be at peace until we have
found safety behind the sprinkled blood of
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the Lamb of God, until our sins have been
forgiven for the sake of Jesus who died to
£ave US.

When David Brainerd was preaching the
Glospel to the Indians, some of them asked
how it was that one could atone for manjy.
Brainerd, in reply, took a gold sovereign and
placed it besides a heap of pennies. Then
he showed them how the sovereign was
cqual in value to all the pennieg because it
was made of so much more precious mater-
inl. So he suggested to them that since Jesus
was divine, his atonement was sufficient for

KO

Ask for the title of the Lesson. When it
is given, repeat it thus :—‘ The Frrst Dis-
ciples of Jesus.” Here is the point of in-
terest, Jesus at the very beginning of His
ministry ; just come from His baptism and
temptation ; now to win followers. These
are the first. Then ask,

How were TBE First DiscieLes Wox ?
answer is:

I. By a message from God. John the Bap-
tist was God's messenger. So said Malachi
3:1). Sosaid Jesus (Matt. 11 : 10). When
he was calling the people to repent, it was
God's message he delivered. No less does
he speak for God now when he cries (v. 36),
**Behold the Lamb of God.” John took
these men where he found them. They be-
lieved in sacrifices. They knew that not
otherwise could sin be blotted out. They
had been looking to the offerings on the
Temple altar. John now says, *‘ Here is the
true sacrifice, ‘ the Lamb of God.” Here is
the great offering. ‘It taketh away the sin
of the world’ (v. 29). This Jesus is the
long-looked for Messiah, the world’s Re-
deemer.”  (The points are fully brought out
in the preceding portions of the lesson
material and the teacher should not lose
this golden opportunity of presenting Christ's
atoning work as the great central truth in
both 0ld and New Testament. The Cross of
Christ is the most powerful drawing force.
Teaching or preaching that docs not centre
upon it is correspondingly feeble in its

The

the sin of the world. It is the blood of
Glod’s Son that cleansetl: from all sin.

A new name. V.42, After many a hard-
fought fight, Arthur Wellesley became the
Duke of Wellington. After the Soudan
campaign Herbert Kitchener became Lord
Kitchener of Khartcum. The new name
was the reward of fidelity and victory. Re-
member that to each of us & new name is
promised on the same conditions. *“To him
that overcometh will I give..... a white
stone and in the stone a new name written.”
(Rev. 2:17)

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

effect. It lacks vital strength.)

II. Bythe grace and graciousness of Jesus.
Mark (1) How, in reality, it was He who first
sought them. He came where they were
(vs. 29, 36); (2) How he encouraged their
first timid approaches (v. 33); (3) How He
made them at home in His dwelling place
and taught them there (vs. 38, 39) ; (1) How
He welcomed those they brought to Him
(42, 47-51) ; (5) How He gives a call direct
(v. 43). 8o gracious is He still.

IIL. By their prompt use of opportunity. It
was a happy thing for John and Andrew that
they had been taught of John the Baptist to
expect the Christ and that they were with
John that eventful morning. It wasa happy
thing for Simon and Nathanael that they had
friends to invite them to Jesus, and for
Philip that Jesus found him and commanded
him .to follow. But it was BY UsiNG THEIR
OPPORTUNITIES, in cach case, that these men
actually became disciples: -

Questions for Juniors—35-87. Who was the

forerunner of Christ? What waRis first
public proclamation concerningh ¥
29-31.) Who were Christ’s first” three dis-
ciples? Who the next two? Thenames of
the two mentioned in v. 35°? Howslim‘
speak of Christ? Why called * the Lamb of
God”? What led the disciples to follow
Jesus ?

38, 39. What did Jesussay? The disciples’
question? How answered ?
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40-42, To whom was Andrew related?
Where wag their home? (Mark1:21, 20.)
What ig the first thing that Andrew did?
What does hesay? To whom did he bring
him? What does Jesus say? What does
Peter's name mean?  (See Matt, 16:18.)

43-46. Where was Galilee? Whom did
Jesus there call? In what words? Whom
does Philip seek? What does he say? What
reply? What does Philip auswer? To what
will the ““Come and see’ lead us?

TFor Seniors—35-37. By what four names]
are the followers,of Christ spoken of in the
New Testament? (Matt. 10:1; Acts5: 14
Acts9:13; John 21 : 23.) What name
inclndesthem all? (Acts 11:26.) How does
a lamb set forth Christ? (Ex.12:53 Rev. 5
6.) What made Andrew and John disci-
ples of Jesus?

38, 39. How does the Lord always welcome
those who seek Him? (Isa. 55: 7 ; Matt. 11 :
28.) By what different way was Paul brought?
(Acts 9:1-6.) Insvhat way should we treat
Chuist’s claims?

40-42. Who was Andrew? Explain the
name he applied to Christ? What was An-

{t&g PN fuer , Ot A ¢

rew’s great desire 3,» What does the name
Fw

Coniection—Harry and Lucy were playing
in the dining-room when their mother set a
basket of cakes on the tea-table and went

S?F

out. They were all frosted so nicely and did

“Peter’” mean? How did he win the name
Cephas? (Matt. 162 15-18.)

43-46. Why did Jesus rcturn to Galilee ?
Who was Philip? Did Philip delay before
telling others? 'Who acted similarly ? (John
4:28,29; Acts9:20.) What is meant by
the “law”? By what prophets was Christ
spoken of ? (See margin of Bible.) To what
did Nathanae] object? On what ground? §
What is the_true way to treat the invi%oﬁ/ i

iYle Side Lights—THE Lame oF Gon—Ex.

12:35 12:13; Isa. 53: 7 : 1 Pet. 1:17-21,

MasTerR—Matt. 23 : 8,10 ; Eph. 6 : 9; Matt.
10: 24, 25.

Coxe AND SEE—Mark 10: 14 ; John 5:40;
6:44; Ps. 34:8.

Forrow Me—Matt. 16: 24 ; John 10:27;
12:26; Luke5: 11,

Topics for Brief Papers.
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. * Without shedding of blood is no re-
mission,” Heb. 9: 22,

2. Andrew, as a model for Christian work-
ers.

3. How Simon was transformed into Peter,
ONES

look very tempting.

“How nice they look,” said Harry, reach- *§d

ing out his hand to take one.
“No, no, you must not,”’ said Lucy,
“Mammsa did not say we
could haveany.” ‘ Butshe
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don’t know,” said Harry,
‘“she did not count them.”
¢ But God did,” said Lucy.

This made Harry look
sober. He drew back his
hand, and went and sat
down in hisown little chair.
He looked as if he were
thinking over something.
(The Water Lily.) Perhaps §
Harry thought of last Sun-
day’s lesson—how Jesus put
old Satan away. Recall
lesson.
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The Two Fishermen—\What am I drawing?
Oh yes, water ; the sea of Galilee. Here is
a little boat with a sail and two men in the
boat throwing out a net to catch fish. Their
names are John and Andrew. John says,
« Come, Andrew, Jet us go and see this man,
John the Baptist, and hear what he is preach-
ing about Jesus.”

They went and heard and believed what
11e said about Jesus.

Looking at Jesus—Picture the scene at
Bathabara that Sabbath morning when John
and Andrew stood talking with John the
Baptist about Jesus. Jesus had come back
from she wilderness where old Satan tempted
Him. As they are talking, Jesus passes near
by, John points to Him. They look at
Jesus, They wantto know Him.

Following Jesus—*¢ They followed Jesus.”
Just the minute they turned to Him Jesus
knew it. He looked around so kindly and
waited for them. Tell the conversation.
They rgo home with Jesus; stay all day,

His work, longing to have others follo Him.

Can we know Jesus now? Can we talk to
Him? Does He want us? Does He know
when we turn to follow in His steps? Will
He wait for us and help us along when we
are weak and sinful and cannot stand alone?
If we are trying to follow a leader we have
to watch him closcly and walch ourselves closely
for fear we go wrong. 'We may have some
tumbles and have to ask Him to help us up.

Bringing others to Jesus—If we get acquainted
with any one we love very much, do we not
want all our friends to know that person too?
Tell how Peter, Philip and Nathanael were
brought to Jesus. How can we bring others
to Jesus?

¢ There are smiles to be given, kind deeds to
be done,
Gentle words to be dropped by the way ;
For the child that is seeking to follow the
Lord .
There is something to do every day.”

hearing Him speak, loving Him, learning of

Lesson Block—Jesus the Leader, Hymn 534.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

FoLLOWED

BECAUSE

Jony WrrNessgn

Jests Drew

Tiey Werr Wise

It will be the greatest possible thing accomplished if any of the scholars shall be led
to enlist for Christ’s service. Let the final word, therefore, be to this end.  Write down
first “Tuey Forrowep,” tell who each one was and some of the great things each
one afterwards did. Ask for the Gclden Text. Follow up with the question, ¢ Why did
they follow?” Then write the word *‘Brcauvse.” Probably it will be better to geb the
reagons from the scholars by questioning. Don’t refuse any answer that comes atall near.
Jot the answers down on the board. If they are in bricfer and terser form than the above
let them stand. At any rate they can quite readily be reduced to the form given. Now
apply the truth earnestly. If they came beeause of John’s witness, we have clearer testi-
mony than his. If Jesus drew them with the cords of love, no less does He draw us.  If
thesd men were: wise, although they knew so little, should we be any less wise and less
prompt who know so much ?
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Lasson VI,

JESUS AND NICODEMUS

February 11, 1900

John 3: 1-18. Commit to memory vs. 14-17. Read John 2.

1 'There was o man of the Pharisces, numed Nie'-
ode'mus, o ruler of the Jews

2 The same eame 2 to Je/'sus by night, and sald un-
to him, Ral’bi, we know that thou art & teacher come
from God : for no man_can do these 3 miracles that
thou doest, except God be with him,

3 Je'sug answered and said unto him.Verily. verily,
I say unto thee, Except & man be born 4 again, he
canmnot see the kinﬁzdom of God.

4 Nic’ode'mus salth unto him, How can a man be
bvorn when he is 0ld? can ne enter 6 the second time
into his mother's womb, and be born ?

5 Je'sus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
IExcept & man b born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the kin{gdom of God.

6 That which i3 born of the flesh is flesh ; and that
which i8 born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Rgnrvel not that I seid unto thee, Ye must he born

& again.
‘o‘ggThe wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the 7 sound thereof, but 8 canst not tell
whence it cometh, and_whither it goeth : so s every
one that is born of the Spirit.

9 Nic'ode/mus answered and said unto him, How
can these things be?

10 Je'sus answered and said unto him, Art thouda
master of Is'mael, and 19 knowest not these things?

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we
do know, and 11 testify that we have scen; and ye re-
celve not our witness.

12 If 112 have told you earthly things, and ye be-
lieve not, bow shall ye believe, if I tell you 13¢f

* heavenly things?

13_And no man hath ascended 14'up to heaven, but
he that 15 came down from heaven, cver the Son of
man which is in heaven.

And as Mo'ses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.

15 That whosoever believeth 16 in him should not
perish, but have eternal life,

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 17 in
him should not perish, but have 18 everlasting life.

17_For God sent not 19 his Son into the world to 20
condemn the world ; but that the world 2t through
him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not 23 condemned:
23 but he_that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed 2¢ in the name of the

only begotten Son of God.

Revised Version—t Now there was; 2 Unto him : 3 Signs; 4 Anew (Margin, from above) ; 5 A second

time; 6 Margin, Che Spirit breatheth ; 7 Voice; 8 Knowest not: 9 The teacher of ; 19 Understandest not: 11
Bear witness of ; 13 Told you ; 13 Omit of ; 14 Omit up; 15 Desecnded out of heaven ; 36 May in him have eternal
Jife; 17 On him ; 18 Eternal life; 19 The Son ; 20 Judge ; 2t Should be saved through him; 22 Judged; =3 He
thnt believeth not hath been judged alrendy ; 21 On,

GOLDEN TEXT

" For ggdh?o k;\it;d {)!éo v:gerld tshaf.
e 8 O n Son,
thu%hosoever believ%?h in Rim
should not nerish, but have ever-
lasting life. John 3: 16.

DAILY READINGS
M.—Johu 3: 1-10.) Jesus and Nico-
T.—John3d: 11-21. demus.
W.—Num. 21:4:9. The

serpent.
Th,.—2 Cor. 5: 14-21. A new crea-

brazen

TIME

April, A.D. 27, near the time of
the Pagsover, in the first year of
our Lord's ministry.
PLACE

Jerusalen:; in the house where
Jesus was staying as guest.
CATECHISM

Q. 7. Whatare the decrees of God ¢

A. The decrees of God are, his

A Puzzling Answer, 3-13.

A new birth necessary, which a
“master of Israel’’ ought to have
understood, but did not.

III. The Way Made Plain, 14-18,

Through the Son of God’s love,
“ lixgcd up ” as the Suvior of man-
kind.

s ¥

ture, N cternal purpose,
F.—Rom, 6: 1-11. The new Jife.

§,—Rom, 8: 1-14. In the Spirit. his own glory,
. -11. Wondrous love.
N,
A)

Connecting Links—On the third day
after leaving the Jordan Jesus arrived in
Galilee, where He performed His  first
miracle (2 : 1, 11). A little later He went
down to Capernaum, probably to join a cara-
van going to Jerusalen to the Passover (2:
12, 13). At Jerusalem He presented Himself
as the Messianh and showed His authority by
purifying the temple ; but the rulers rejected
Him (2 : 14-18). Maany, however, were im-
pressed by His miracles (2: 23). Among
these was Nicodemus of the present lesson.

I. A Timid Inquirer, 1, 2.
Ve, f, 2
for the Quarter.

Tie Pharisees.  See Dictionary
A raler of the Jews ; amem-

voun<el of his will, whereby, for

dained whatsover comes to pass.

according to the

LESSON HYMNS

h foreor-
ah fore 16 (Ps. Sel.); 913 1295 125;

he 13l

EXPOSITION

ber of the Sanhedrim or Great Council, the
highest court of the Jews. Cameto Jesus;
in a spirit of inquiry. By night. He wasin
carnest, but timid in the face of hostile criti-
cism, and so came seeretly.  Rabbi. See on
last lesson, v. 88. The fact of hisgiving this
title to Jesus (7 : 15) shows the impression
Christ's teaching had made upon his mind.
We know. There were others in the Council
who shared his thoughts. Come from God;
the Baptist’s testimony (1 : 19-27) and
Christ’s miracles (2: 23) had convinced them
that He was at least divinely sent. That
thou doest. The wonderto them was not the
working of 2 miracle but the sort of miracles
that Ie wrought
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I1I. A Puzzling Answer, 3-13.

Ve 8, 4. Jesus answered. He docs not
argue the question with him, but appeals to
his spiritual needs. Verily, Verilys Amen,
Amen; a solemn and emphatic prelude.
FExeept a man be born again ; *‘ born anew’’
(Rev. Ver.)or “from above.” Cannot see;
cannot enjoy, cannot participate in the bless-
ings of the kingdom, Howcanaman? The
question shows the loss of spiritual idees
among the Pharisees. David (Ps. 51 : 10).
Isaiah (6: 7), Ezekiel (11 ; 19), and Jeremiah
(31 : 33) had taught the need of a new heart.
John the Baptist had preached it (Matt. 3
9). But Nicodemus was utterly bewildered
at Christ’s words.

Vs. 5, 6. Born of water and of the Spirid.
No Jew could mistake the reference to water
asan emblem of purification (Lev. 14:8;
Ezek. 36 :25). Jesus is teaching not that
the baptism of water is necessary to salva-
tion, but the purifying of the Spirit which
baptish: symbolized. That which s born, etc.
To be born of sinful shuman nature is to be
sinful and human, but t0 be born of the
Spirit is to be spiritual. (Matt. 8 :9.) The
‘“flesh?” refers to the natural appetites, pas-
sions, and desires. The fruits of the *‘Spirit”
are seen in Gal. 5 : 21-23.

Vs. 7, 8. Ye must; perhaps with special
emphasis on “‘ye.”” Proud Pharisees, as
well as the uncovenanted Gentiles, must bow
to this humbling truth. 7%he wind bloweth.
The blowing of the wind is mysterious, but
it is a fact; so is the operation of the Spirit,
silent, wonderful, effective.

Vs 9. 10. How canthese things be # He is
still perplexed ; bub there is a glimmer of
light. His guestion is, therefore, more to
the point than that of v. 4. The teacher of
Israel and understandest not these things (Rev.
Ver)? It was a sore thrust, but nceded.
The teachers of the Old Testament had read
that book to little profit. (See on v. 4.)
They were blind leaders of the blind. (Matt.
15: 14.)

V. 11. Ve speak. The word “we?*’ prob-
ably does not include others, as the Baptist,
or the disciples. Itis possibly “an uncon-
scious transition to the plural” (Mark

.| knowledge.

4:30.) That we do know. Christ had per-
sonal knowledge of the truths of the spiritual
life. .dnd testify; bear witness to. What we
have seen; with the Father (8:38). Jesus
saw to the very heart of truth.  Ye receive not
our witness. The rulers showed an utter lack
of spiritual appreciation, as secn in 2:18-21,
and in Nicodemus’ conversation.

Vs. 12, 13. Earthly things; things which
take place on earth and within the ex-
perience of man, such ag the new birth.
Heavenly things; the deep purposes of God
in salvation which lie beyond human
No man hath ascended. *‘ No
man hath been in heaven, so as to see and
know these heavenly things, excepting
Christ.” (Camb..Bible.) Came down from
heaven; in the Incarnation. (1:14.) Son of
man. This title Christ applies to Himselt
upwards of eighty times in the Gospels, and
only He uses it. He is truly the Son of man,
the representative of the human race.
Which is in heaven. He was God as well as
man, and in heaven even while on earth.

III. The Way Made Plain, 14-18.

Vs. 14, 15.  As Moses, ete.  Jesus now un-
folds His divine knowledge of the ¢ heavenly
things” of which He has been speaking,
He takes Nicodemus back to Numb, 21: 4-9
and finds there a type of His crucifixion. So
must the Son of mun be lifted wp ; upon the
cross (12:32), that the believer may sce in
Him the defeat and exposure of sin, as the
Israelite saw in the brazen serpent the de-
feat and exposure of the serpents of the
desert.

V. 15. Thatwhosoeve, ete. As faith brought
life to the bitten Israelite so does it bring
life to the sinful soul.

V. 16. God so loved. This *little gospel”’
containg the secret of it all. The source of
salvation is the love of God. Free, too, to
all who will—*¢ whosoever.”

Vs. 17, 18.  God sent not the Son—to judge
the world (Rev Ver.) Christ’'s coming in-
volves the judgment of unbelievers (9:39);
but the purpose of His coming was not, as
the Jews thought, to judge the Gentile
world but to provide salvation for all man-
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kind, Jew and Gentile. Hath been judged
diready (Rev. Ver.) The unbeliever need
not wait for the final judgment ; the sentence
of unbelicf isalready upon him. The next

| M ﬂ jwm APPLICATION

2

Thou art a teucher come from God, v. 2. If!
one sincerely believesin Jesusas o teacher
come from God, he will surely advance to a
fuller faith. For among the things which
Jesus will teach him will be great truths
about Himself and about His work.

Lxcept @ man be born again, v. 8. Are we
citizens of the Kingdom of God? We can-
not be, unless there has come to us the new
life which is called spiritual life or eternal
life. The question is not as to time. The
new birth, the new life, may come in earli-
est childhood, even before the dawn of self-
consciousness, But when it has come, it
manifests itself by our attitude towards God,
by trust in God, loyalty to God, desire and
endeavor to do the will of God.

Lixcept @ man be born of waler and the Spirit,
v. 3. Man cannot obtain this new life for
himself; he cannot bring himself to a new
birth. No process of education or culture,
no mere respectability or morality, no mere
conformity to the outward observances of
religion, can impart to us the new life. It
can come only by the cleansing and renewal
of the Holy Spirit of God.

BMMarvel not, v. 7. There are reasuns why
we are tempted to marvel at this doctrine.
It seems sometimes as if the Spirit’s acticn
were arbitrary ; and we ask why He does not
move mightily and irresistibly upon the souls
of menand waken all to newness of life.
Our Lord seeros to recognize this difficulty
in His reference to the wind, which bloweth
where itlisteth. And His illustration helps to
remove the difficulty. The fitful winds and
all the changes of the weather are for the
best. We are content to leave them to the
wisdom and goodness of God. So must we
also in this higher sphere. ‘“Shall not the
judge of allthecarth doright?”” (Gen. 1S:
25) And,after all, not even the coming

and going of the wind are arbitrary. They
are governed. by wise laws which we are not
1

verse shows the justice of this. The germs
of Christ’s whole teaching are in this lesson.
Nicodemus became a secret disciple (7:50)
and later & bold confessor (19:39).

fully able to trace. And so we may sure
that in all God’s spiritual dealing with our
race, righteous law prevails. It may be too
high for us to comprehend, but it will cer-
tainly be in harmony with the character of
a just and merciful God.

38 Moses lifted up the serpent, v. 14. The
fatal bite of the fiery serpents, diffusing its
virus through the veins of the unfortunate
Israelites, causing anguish and ultimately
death, may well depict the effects of sin upon
mankind., But God provided a remedy.
The serpent of brass lifted upon a pole was
God's appointed means of recovery. When
the sufferers had faith enough in God to ac-
cept His remedy, and look, as He command-
ed, they were healed. And now the same
merciful God has provided a remedy, a Re-
deemer from sin. He has been set forth,
He has been lifted up ; it is for us to believe
and be saved.

That whosoever believeth may in Him have
dernal life (Rev. Ver.) v. 5, Christ crucified
may be to the unbeliever an object of scorn
or of indifference, or at the most an example
of heroic self-sacrifice. Bubt the believing
man has in Jesus Christ and Him' crucified,
“atruth which goes to his inmost spirit, send-
ing a new life through his whole being . . .
It is light breaking upon the darkness of his
soul ; it is life bursting the cold sepulchre of
a deadened spirit ; it is love winning its way
through the scales of a hardened heart; it is
mercy deeper and wider even than Hissin ;
it is hope kracing the man to a new life of
holiness ; it is the Word of God and in Him
he has eternal life.”

God so loved the world, v. 16. This verse
tells us of God’s unspeakable gift tomen, and
perhaps better than any other single passage
of Scripture, it helps us to estimate the great-
ness of that gift. There are several ways in
which the greatness of a gift may be esti-
mated. (1) The motive which prompted it.

.
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There is no gift so precious as that which
has been prompted by love. It was this
that prompted God. Jesus Christ the Savior
is God’s love-gift to men. (2) Its cost tothe
giver. What shall we say of this? How
shall we speak of what it cost God to send
His dearSon to the poverty and the hardship
of His earthly life, to give Him up to the ragn
and cruelty of his enemies, to lay upon Him
the iniquity of us all, to hide His face from
Him in His hour of anguish, when He who

knew no sin was made sin for us? (9) Its
value to the receiver. We begin to know &
little of that value now. It is worth much
to have our sins forgiven, to be at peace with
God, to have the light and comfort of His
reconciled countenance. Butthere are better
things in store, and only Heaven’s eternity
will tell the value of what God’s love has
given. And this gift is ours if we will
accept it. It is for ‘‘whosoever believeth
on Him.”

@/b R Wms AND PARAGRAPHS

A timid approach to Jesus is better than
no approach ; an imperfect faith is better
than no faith, v. 2. )

Lxcepr—An absolute bar to the kingdom
of God, except through a changed n:ture,
VoD
Let us beware of binding the free Spirit of
God to our narrow notions of when and how
and where His life-giving influence is to be
exerted, v. 8.

The natural man receiveth not the things’
of the Spirit of God, v. 11.

If we belong to Christ and have His Spirit,
then we also may in some measure be in
heaven while we are still upon earth, v. 13.

Look and live! vs. 14, 15.

Love is the greatest thing in the universe
and God’s love the greatest love of all, v. 16.

Whosoever will, let him come! Whoso-
ever believeth let him live ! v, 16.

Though condemnation may be to some the
issue of Christ’s mission, it is not the object
of it. He came not to condemn, but to save.
v. 17.

Those who reject Christ, in so doing pass
judgment on themselves, v. 13.

Paragraphs

When an ambassador from any country
arrives at the court of another, he produces
the papers which he has brought with him,
papers which have been signed and seal-
ed by the sovereign whom he is sent to rep-
resent. These papers are satisfactory evi-

dence that the ambassador is what he pro-

fesses to be, the duly accredited representa-
tive of his king. So when Jesus comes to
earth God sets His sealsto Him. By the
miracles which He was empowered to work,
by the wisdom and goodness with which he
was endowed and especially by His resurrec-
tion from the dead God says to us, ““Thisis
my beloved Son, hear Him.””

A locomotive stands hissing on the track,
Nothing is wanted of all its marvellous ma-~
chinery, the water is in the boiler, the fire
is burning, steam is up and yet the engine
stands idle. It isnot fulfilling its purpose,
nor will it ever begin to do so of itsclf, It
will ounly begin to do its great work when
the engineer steps into the cab, takes hold
of the lever and starts the mighty machinery
in motion. So the : *ural man, the man
who is not a citizen of the kingdom of God,
is not fulfilling the end of his creation. He
may be a useful man in some ways as g citi-
zen of the world; but his chicf end isto
glorify God as a subject of His kingdom,
He will never beginto do this of himself ;
never until the Divine Spirit steps in and
sets in motion, with His life-giving touch,
the machinery of his spiritual being.

On the lowest plain of creation lies the in-
organic world, including the earth and the
air. In thisinorganic world there is no life;
and of itself it can never begin to live. But
when a living plant is rooted in the earth
and spreads its leaves in the air, it takes of
the substance of the earth and the air, and
changes it inito a living organism. So the
living Spirit of God, reaching dowr. to men
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who dre spiritually dead, lifts them into
spiritdal life and thus enables them to see
and etiter the Kingdom of God.

As ybu have surveyed the face of nature in
some tranquil season—the unbreathing sum-
mer notn or the hushed twilight hour—every
feature of the landscape has zeemed suffused
with calmness, every tree hung its motionless
head, every unrippled brook crept on with
almost inaudible murmuring, every plant
and flower and leaf seemed as if bathed in
repose. But, anon, you perceived a change
passing over the scene as if at the bidding of
some invigible power, a rushing sound, as of
music evoked by invisible fingers from the
lmrp of Nature began to fill your ear, the

R27

well chosen. It was life that Nicodemus
needed and after which he was groping, the
life that springs from having God within the
soul. And it is into that life we would fain
bring all our scholars. The Golden Text—

 the *‘Little Gospel,” as it has been aptly
cailed—tells how life cones.

We have :

1. Nicodemus asking, 1, 2. These words
make up the picture: ¢ Of the Pharisees,”
“roler,” ¢ of the Jews,”” ‘“‘by night,”
““Rabbi,”” “we kuow,”’ *“‘teacher come from
God,”” “these miracles,” * except God be
with him ’—the proud, correct, self-satisfied
teacher, shaken in his trust in self and form,
yvet not sure; and sc coming timidly by
night, amazed by Christ’s miracles and open
to further light. He has come to the right
source, and although halting, will receive.

II. Jesus preparing theway, 3-13. Take the
class along step by step. (1) The staggering
statement of the absolute nced of a new
birth, v.3; (2) The bewilderment of the
learned ruler, v. 4; (3) The plainer revela-
tion, a birth of the Spirit of God cleansing
the soul, as the body is cleansed by water,
vs. 5,6; (4) The mystery and yet the cer-
tainty of it all, vs. 7, 8; (5) Bewilderment
passing into a strange mingling of doubt and
of anxiety to know, v. 9; (6) A rebuke,

leaves began to quiver and rustle, the trees
to bend and shake, the stream to dash ou-
ward with ruffled breast and brawling sound,
and from every wood and glade and glen
there came forth the intimation that a new
and most potent agent was abroad and work-
ing round you. And yet, while you marked
this change on the face of nature, did you
perceive the agent that effected it? No! So
it is with everyone that is born of the Spirit.
You cannot see this mysterious agent any
more than ‘hose natural agents of which 1
have spoken. But as in one case so in the
other, though the agent is invisible, the
effects of his operation are manifest.—Dr.
John Caird.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

The Golden Text of this lcsson nas been | which is, at the same time, a preparation for

fuller instruction, vs. 10-13.

II1. Jesus procluiming the Gospel, vs. 14-18.
What a great word, * Gospel,”” too great a
word to be chained to any sort of pettiness.
““Gospel ! It means “good news,”’ and
there can be only one ¢ good news,” and
that the news of life from heaven for men
on earth. This is the Gospel Jesus pro-
claims. Mark His skill, the healing of the
serpent-bitten Israclites, a type of the heal-
ing of the sin-stricken world. Nicodemus,
as a reader of the Old Testament Scriptures,
would be familiar with the story, and in no
other way could these four essential things
have been made so clear to him: (1) The
hopelessness of the sinner ; (2) The efficacy
of Christ's work of redemption; (3) The
simplicity of the cure; on Christ’s part, to
be “lifted up” (on the Cross, as He after-
wards made plain, ch. 12 31, 32), and on our
part to look and be saved; (4) The bound-
lessness of it all—God’s infinite love, Christ

the world’s Redeemer, the gifyyf life for all (|§
who will receive i
Questions for Juni here’ does Jesus 1}§

now go with His disciples?

1, 2. To wlat sect did Nicodemus helong?
What position did he occupy? When did
he come to Jesus? Why at thattime ? What
did he say?
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3-8. What did Jesus reply ? What is meant
by “the kingdom of God’’? Why could not
Nicodemus understand? What two agen-
cies in the second birth? Who had baptized
v th water? * Whatis Baptism?’ (Shorter
Catechism, @ 94.) To whom is the Holy
Spirit given? ‘J ake 11:13.) To whom
does ““ye” (v. 7) refer? What figure here
used to express he new birth? How are
the wind and the Spirit alike ?

9-13. Why was Nicodemus puzzied? Why
should he have known? Who included in
e *?? (v. 11.) Who would not receive God’s
“witness ’? How does Jesus speak of Him-
self? (vs. 12, 13,)

14-18. Describe the event recorded in Num.
21 :4-9. When was Christ lifted up? For
whom? On what condition is eternal life
given? To whom is the offer in v. 16 :nade?
On whom are we to believe? What is the
result of rejecting Christ ?

also Matt, 18:3.) How is the new birth
effected ? (James 1:18;1 Cor.4:15; 1 Pet.
1:3.) How isit evidenced? (John 13:35;
1Johnb ;1L.) To whatdess ¢ born of water”
refer? ‘Born of the Spirit’? Why should
Nicodemus have understood these figures?
What are the “works of the flesh.”” (Gal.
5:19-21.) What is ““ the fruit of the Spirit’’?
(Gal. 5:22, 23.)

9-13. To what are some of the teachers
compared? (Matt, 15:14,) What is meant
by “earthly things’’? ‘“‘Heavenly things’’?

14-18. Give points of likeness between
Christ and brazen serpent. Recite the Golden
Text. (It is called “The Little Gospel.”’)
Who included in “‘svhosoever?’? \tht rf";

10C

sponse should we mak@to 31
(1 John 41:19.)
Bible Side Lights—By N1

il
Matt. 10 :28 ; John 12 ¢ 42,

Tae Krxepox orF Gon—DMark 10: 14, 15,
25;12:83, 34 ; Luke 9 :62,

Fuesm AND SPIRIT—Gal. 5 : 16-26 ; Rom. 7:
14-25; 8: 59,

BorN oF THE Sprrmr—1 John5: 1,4;1
John 2:29;1 Pet. 1: 18, 19,

For Seniors—1, 2. On what three occasions
do we read of Nicodemus? WWho were the‘
Pharisees? To what Council did Nicodemus ‘
belong? What title of honor does he apply !
to Christ?

3-8. What is the truth- here tanght ? (See

M FOR TEACHERS OF

anection—Here’s anew boy that’sgoin’ to } B—-.

Ture SoN oF Man—-Dan. 7 : 13 ; Matt. $:20;
9:6;13:41;25:31

Topics for Brief Papers __
. Nicodemus’ perplexity. —
. The wind and the Spirit. f

1
2
3. *“God so loved the world.”

THE LITTLE ONES

‘“Well, Ned, you remembered the

come to our class,’” said Ned Parkins, pulling | lesson about the fishermen who brought
along by the hand a dirty-faced little urchin. | others to Jesus, didn’t youP You know
“How do you do, my dear?' said Miss| Jesus said ‘ Follow me and I will make you

fishers of men’, and of boys
and girls, too, He meant.

E
oRN ASAIN
ELIEVE IN JESUS

—

00K
AND

IVE

When we try to do good to
people.and draw them to
Jesus we are like fisher-
men. How did you catch
this little fish, Ned?”
“Oh, I went to play with
him when he was sick and
took him some of my
papers and told him about
our class, and he said he'd
come with me when he
got well.””  ““ You’rea good
little fisherman, Ned,” said
Miss B—— ““ try again.”
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A quiet tall: with Jesus —Picture that Eastern
night scene in the *‘spare room?” on the
open roof of the home of one of the dis-
ciplesin Jerusalem. The lamp is burning—
the night wind is whistling about the corners
of the house—Jesus, the ‘‘teacher come
from God,"” is there. Listen! someone is
coming up the outside stair! It is a great
rich man, a teacher in Jerusalem, Nico-
demus, coming to have a quiet talk with
Jesus.

How can we have a quiet talk with Jesus?

The New Birth—How many have a baby
brother or sister? What a helpless thing it
is, depanding on mother for everything, cry-
ing when she is away, happy when she takes
it in her arms again! All big people were
once little babies. God gave us to our fathers
and mothers. But he says we must all be
born again, born Hischildren, crying to Him
for help and love, just as little baby clings to
mother, getting the unseen spiritual life from
Iim. Sometimes people are big and old
before they are born God’s children. Then
they feel like new people, happy, always

trying to please their Ieavenly Father.

Unseen Power—Talk of the wind and its
power felt thiough unseen. We cannot see
the Holy Spirit ; but after we are born again
we can feel His power in our hearts making
us love Jesus and all that is good, and hate
Satan and all that is bad.

Jesus the Savior—Tell the story of the
“ Brazen Serpent.” (Numbers 21:4-9.)

Satan, the old serpent, is always biting at
us and making us sin and so suffer. Jesus
was lifted up on the cross and if we look to
Him, He will cure us of Satan’s bites. (Sins.)
Lverybody can be cured that will.

God’s Love—So great! He loves the whole
world—millions of little children, millions
of men and women. Teach Golden Text.
Explain vs. 17,18. Tell everybody abeut it.

Sing Hymn 553, vs. 1, 2.

Teachers may take either the thought of
the * New Birth ™ (vs. 3-8) or the * Looking
to Christ”’ (vs. 14-18).

Lesson Block—Jesus the Teacher.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

Y

ToSeek - TOUNDERSTAND - TO AccepT - To CONFESS

The lesson, which was taught only a vear ago, is one of the most familiar in the Bible.
The Review may, thereiore, be more interesting if it be taken at a new angle. Let the
word “LED?” be written down first and the thought brought out: God Isads, and leads
cach one as if there were no one else in all the world. Like the sunshine and the rain-
drops His love finds out the meanest and smallest. Nicodemus was led of God, at first
unconsciously, by and by with his eyes opened to the divine guidance. Then write down
each stage, questioning diligently all vhe while—Oh, what virtue in well-directed ques-
tions }—his seeking ; how his darkness and confusion of mind were banished and he came
to understand; then his acceptance,perhapsat once ; and,finally, his confession of his Lord.
(For the two last points see chaps. 7:50; 19:39.) We cannot afford to make little of
Nicodemus for his timidity at the beginning, when we see how grandly his light shone in
the end.
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Lesson VIL

3 1 Then cometh he to a city of Sama'ria, which is

enlled Sy’char, near to the parcel of ground that|d

Ja'cob gave to his son Jo'seph.

62 N%l:v Ja'cob’s well wasthere. Je'sus therefore,
being wearied with Ais journey, sat thus3on thewell:
and ﬁ was about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh & woman of Sama'ria to draw
water : Je'sus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

§ (For his disciples were guue away unto the city to
buy 4 meat.) R

a 5 Then saith the woman_of Sama'ria anto him,
How is it that thou, being a Jew, uskest drink of me,
which am 6 & woman oi Sama'ria? for7theJews have
no dealings with 7 the Samar’itans.

10 Je'sus answered and said unto her, If thou knew-
est the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee,
Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him,
and he would have given thee living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast noth-
ing to draw with, and the well is deep: from
whenee then hast thou that living water? A

12 Artthou greater then our father Ja’cob, which
seave us the well, and drank thercof himself, and his
schildren, and his cattle? |

13 Je'sus answered and said_unto her, Whosoever
dnnketh of this water shall thirst again;

14 9 But_whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the iater that
1 shall give him shall 10 be in him a well of water

JEBUS AT JACOB'S WELL

John 4: 5326. Commit to memory vs. 11-14.

springing up 1 into everlasting life.
15 The woman saith unto

im, Sir, give me this) he

February 18, 1900
Read John3: 22 tad: 45.
iwater, that I thirst not, neither come 12 hither to

Taw.
16 Je'sus saith unto her, Go, call thy hust nd, and
come hither.

17 The woman answered and 13 said, T have no
husband. Je'sus said unto her, Thou 4 hast well
said, I have no husband:

18 For thou hast had five husbands and he whom
thou now hast is not thy husband: 15 in that saidst
thou truly.

19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, T perceive that
thou art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and
vesay, that in Jeru’salem is the place where men
ought to worship.

21 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, believe me, the
hour cometh, when 16 ye shall neither in this moun-
tain, noryet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

2 Ye worship 17 ve know not what: we 18 know
what we worship : for salvation is 19 of the Jews.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true
worshippers shall worship the Father in spiritand in
truth : for 20 .he Father seeketh such to worship him,

24 God is 8 Spirit: and they that worship 20 him
must worship him in spirit and 22 in truth.

25 The woman saithunto him. T know that 23 Mes-
si‘as cometh, which is called Chirist: when he iscome,
he will2t tell us all things.

25 Je sus suith unto her, I that speak unto thee am

Revised Version—1S0 he cometh; 2 And; 3 By : 4 Food ; 5 The Samaritan woman therefore saith unto

him: ¢ A Samaritan woman;: 7 Omit the; 8 Sons; 9 Every one that dnnketh : 10 Become: 11 Unto eternal life :
12 All the way hither; 13 Said unto him; 14 Saidst well ; 15 This hast thou said truly ; 16 Neither in this moun-
tin, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father ; 17 That which ye know not; 1s Worship that which we
know : 19 From ; 20Such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers ; 2 Omit kim; 22 Omit in; 33 Messiah;

21 Declare unto us.

GOLDEN TEXT

God is 2 Spirit; and they that
worship him must worship him in
spiritandin truth. John 43
DAILY READINGS

M.—=John4: 514, } Jesus at Jacob's
T.—John 4 :15-26. well.

W.—John { : 27-{2.  Samuritans
believing.

Th.—Rev. 22: 1-7 and 17. Water
of liie.

F.—Ix. 55: 1-7. Come and drink.
S.~—Aets 17: 2229, Spiritual wor-

ship.
S.—Hebh. 10: 1422,  With true
heart.

TIME AND PLACE

December, A.D., 27 Abouteight
months after last lesson ; Samaria,
at Jacob's well, near Sychar, at
the foot of Mount Gerizim.

CATECEISM
Q. 8. How doth God ecxccule his
decrees

A. God executeth his decrees in
the works of creation and provi-
dence.

Q. 9. What is the work of creation 7

A. The work of creation is, God's
making all_things of nothing, by
the word of his power, in thespace
of six days, and all very good.

L

Connecting Links—Christ spent the

parted for Galilee (4:1-3).

LESSO }"
I. Weary, 5, 6.
And resting from His journey.
II. Winning a Soul, 7-19.
Thirsty for the water of life.

III. Explaining True Worship,
20-24.

To one on whom the light was
breaking.

IV. Revealing Himseif, 25, 26.

As the Christ of God.

LESSON HYMNS
81 (Ps. Sel.); 955 1385 365 13,

On His way

summer following His conversation with
Nicodemus in Judez, where He won many
disciples. Some of these were from the ranks
ol the followers of John the Baptists and
fearing lest the Pharisees might use this fact
to awaken the jealousy of John’s disciples
and thus interfere with His work, Jesus de-

thither He had to pass through Samaria,
where He met the woman at the well.

I. Weary, 5, 6.

Vs. 5, 6. ¥or “Samaria, “Sychar,”
“ Jacob's well,” etc., see Dictionary for
Quarter, p. 48.  The parcel of ground; Gen.
33:19;48:22. Being wearied. How intense-

N
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ly human! Sat thus; in Histired condition.
The sixth hour ; at noon, if the reckoning is
by Jewish time ; at six o’clock in the even-
ing, if by Roman time, John’s usual way of
reckoning (ch. 19 : 14). The evening was
the usnal time for drawing water: but the
fact that there were no other water-carriers
present seems to favor the noon-hour.

II. Winning a soul, 7-19.

V. 7,8. Give me to drink. Again we see
the human side. How far reaching in its
offects was this simple request; and how
naturally it opens the wonderful conversa-
tion.  For his disciples, ete.; explaining why
Jesus made the request. Meat,; provisions,
the plural being used in the Greek.

V. 9. How isitthatthou beinga Jew? There
is a touch of sarcasm in: her words, as though
she had said ““ you can a: = a favor when you
need it.”> The words which follow arein
explanation of this. The Jaws have no deal-
irngs. The enmity dated back to the building
of the second temple (Ezra. 4:1-). The
Jews thoroughly despised the Samaritans;
but the prohibition to buy was not absolute.
It did not apply to fruits and vegetables.
(Godet.)

V. 10. Jesus answered. It is strange that
Christ should often speak his mest remark-
able words to the least remarkable persons.”
(Fairlairn.) The gift of God; the gift of
salvation. _And who itis. She thought-Him
an ordinary Jew. Thou wouldst have asked of
Him. The emphasis is on thou. Her need
wag greater than His. His was physical ;
hers was spiritual. He would hare given ;
with all fulness and freeness. Living water ;
divine grace symbolized by the spring water.

Vs, 11, 12. Sir. His unexpected answer
awakens surprise and respect and takes the
sharpness out of her speech. (v. 9.) Thou
hast nothing to draw with. She doesnot under-
stand the deeper meaning of His words ; but
is thinking of the water in the well. The
well is decp. Conder, a recentexyplorer, found
it 751ect. It was deeper in our Lord’s time.
Qur jaiher Jacok. The Samaritans, as well
as the Jews, claimed Jacob as their ancestor.
She could not understand how He conld give

better water than Jacob had given.

Vs. 12, 14. Jesus answered; and in His
answer he seeks to awaken her need.  Shall
thirst again. ““ That was the best Jacob could
do.”” The water that I shall give; the life giv-
ing Spirit that completelisatisfies (7 : 37-39).
Shall bein him ; an ever living energy that
leads to the fulness of life ejernal.

V. 15. Give me this waler. Compare John
6: 34. In both cases they were asking bet-
ter than they knew.

Vs, 16-18. Go, call thy husband. Having
awakened her seriousness Jesus now seeks
to show her her spiritual need by lnying bare
her guilty life. I haveno husband; a weak
attempt to disguise the feelings awakened
by His home thrust. Thou hast well said,
etc. The emphasis is on hAusband. Her
statement was literally true ; but there was
an underlying falsehood, which Jesus pro-
ceeds to expose.

V. 19. Thou art a prophet; an inference
from the knowledge He has shown of her
life. Note the gradual change in her mental
attitude : sarcasm (v. 9), seriousness (v. 11),
longing (v. 15), then reverence for Jesus as
a prophet. With what consumate skill
Christ has done His work.

ITI. Explaining True Worship, 20-24.

V. 20. Qur jathers worshipped. Her con-
science is deeply touched, and naturally she
secks light from the ‘prophet” upon the
great religious question of the day, as to
where God should be worshipped. In this
mountain ; mount Gerizim, near where they
were standing and on which was the Samar-
itan temple. .

Vs. 21, 22.  Jesus saithuato her. Asa Jew
Jesus has the delicate task of telling the
whole truth without giving -offence. How
admirably He does it.  Zhe hour cometh. Ee

does not decide for either place; but asa .

“prophet’ (v. 19) He predicts the time §
when all that is merely local in worship g
shall be abolished. This impartiality opens §
the way for the sharp truth of the next §
verse. Yeknow not whai. The Samaritans
were ignorant of the true God. Though §
they accepted the Pentateuch they rejected
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the Prophets. e knwe; for God had re-
vealed Himeelf to the Jews all through th:eir
history. Sultation is of the Jews ; to whom
Ged bad given the promises.

Vs. 23, 24. Butthe hour cometh and now 1.
The Savior, who is to proceed from the Jews,
is at hand.  The true worshippers; as op-
posed to the false, formal and insincere.  In
Spirit; in the heart, and not merely in a
place. Intrath ; in reality and not through
svmmbols. The Futher secleth ; for He would
have man become spiritually true like Him-
sef.  Godisa Spirit; and, therefore greater

than temuple or mountain,  Isuial had taught
this truth, (66: 1.)

IV. Revealing Himself, 26, 26.

The woman seith, ete.  She does notb clearly
follow His thought, and g0 somewhat help-
Jessly falls back upon the expectation of a
coming prophet the Messiah or Christ, who
would make everything clear (Deut. 18: 15,
18). Ithat speak,ete.; a plin declaration
of himself as that Christ. The woman re-
ceives a new faith and new life  In exper-
ience she now knows the meaning of “liv-
ing water.™

oo R A AT

There cometle @ woman of Samuria, v. 7. No
doubt she came by a familiar way to a famil~
jar spot. But this day she met with Jesus
Christ. So it happens still.  'We come, by
the familiar way, to the place where we
have often come before, to church or Sab-
bath School; but one day we meet with
Christ there. He reveals Himself to us and
we become His own.

e would have given thee living water, v. 10.
The gift which Jesus offers is eternal life.
(Seev. 14 ; also Rom. 6 :23; 1 John 5 :11.)
To have eternal life is to have a true knowl-
cdge of God (John 17 : 3) ; it is to be a citi-
zen of His kingdom (Jobn 3 : 5) ; itis tobe
at peace with God ; it is to serve Him with
a loving, loyal, tiusting heart. Is it not
this eternal life the most precious thing?
How can life be otherwise than unsatisfied
and wretched, if we do not know God as He
iz, if we are not at peace with Him, if we
have no sense of His loving care while we
live, and no hope of His joy hereaiter?

In him awell of waler, v. 4. Literally ““a
spring of water.”” The things which the
world counts blessings are like water which
is collected in a cistern, which in the time
of heat and drought itisapt o fail. Wealth,
fame, pleasure ! In the time of our greatest
need, in sorrow and sickness and death,
these things fail us. To know God and to
have a sense of His favor is alwaysa source
of strength and comfort. (Ps.4:6.) And,
like the water of a spring, which scems

coolest, on w sultry day, this Hving water is
most precious in the time of trouble. Note
also the words ‘“in him.” The Christiun
carries in his own breast the seeret of a
happy life.

« X thirst for springs of heavenly life,
And here all day they rise;
I seek the treasure of Thy love,
And close at hand it lies.”
Hymn 190, Book of Praise.

Jesus suith, Go call thy husband, etc., v. 16.
This spring of living water can be set flowing
in any life, but not eusily. Before the
spring in Jacob's well could be tapped they
had o dig 160 feet through the limestone
rock. Soin our lives, layer-upon layer of
sin, of evil thought and evil habit and evil
disposition, must first be broken through.
This is the work of conviction and repentance
which Jesus effects in our souls. ILet usnot
shrink from His strokes.

Our jathers worshipped in thismountain, etc.,
v. 20. The convicted soul often sceks peace
in false ways. Omne says, “I must find out
whether Mt. Zion or Mt Gerizim is the
proper place to worship God.” Another
says, “I must say so many ‘Hail Marys’
and must eat no meat for a week.” Another
says, ‘Y must go to church regularly and to
Sabbath School ; I must become a commun-
icant.” Let us not think that what God
desires of usis the observance of any particu-
Jar jorm, except as this may help to the end
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God really seeks. What this is, Jesus
teaches us in the verses which follow.

God 13 a spirit, etc., v. 24. The nature of
God determines the character of acceptable
worship. God is a Spirit; therefore He
must be worshipped with what is spiritoal
in man. How monstrous that we should
draw near to God with physical perform-
ances, with mechanical movements, while
that which is really akin to God, our spirit,
is far from Him. We ourselres must approach
to God ; the spirit in man must have inter-
course with the Divine Spirit.  This cannot
be too strongly insisted on; for the imme-
morial tendency in men has been to make
ritual, not merely a way of spiritual approach
to God, but a substitute for 1t

We must also worship God in truth. That
is, our worship must be in harmony with
God’s true character. God is our Creator,
and we must worship with adoration ; He is
our Preserter and we must worship with
gratitude ; He is our Father and Redeemer,
and we must worship with love.

It is evident that such worship is not con-
fined to any particular place or forim, though
certain places and certain forms may be
helpful to worship. Nor is it confined to
certain times. Christ’s whole life was wor-
ship. He was in constant communion with
His heavenly Father as with a friend who i
walking by one’s side.  So, for us, the ideal
is to pray without ceasing, to make the whole
life one lang loving act of worship.

M W POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

“Lord Jesus, lam wuary in Thy work,
but not weary of it,”’ said George W lntﬁdd
as he went out to preach what proved to bc
his Jast seamon. ~. 6.

Pride and prejudice are of the devil not
of God. v. 9

The less we know the more vain of self we
are apt to be.  The more we know, the more
willing we are to learn of others. v. 10.

. The gift of God is cternal life in Christ
Jesus, v. 10. )
“The waters of the carth have failed
And T am thirsty stil”. "—v. 13,

*The kingdom of God is within you.” .
14,

1f we would obtain eternad life, we must
first face the question of our sins. v. 18,

What a sight! Poor mortals squabbling as

sto where they ought to worship, and the
areat God vast in His presence and His grace
as the heavens above us. v. 20. .

“Him that cometh unto MeX will in no

wise cast out.” v. 23.
Paregraphs

Dr. Sven Hedin, the Swedish explorer, in
his journey through the great Asiatic desert,
almost perished for want of water. His two
companions dropped exhausted on the sand.

Hedin himself struggled on, crawling at last
upon his hands and knees. He saw at
length in the distance a line of green shrub-
bery. He dragged himself painfully to it
and found the dry bed of a stream. To the
right he heard the sound of a duck lifting
and the noise of splashing water. He crawled
in that direction and found a large pool of
clear water. Being a Christian his fixst act
was to thank God; being a man of science
his second act was to feel his pulse that he
might observe the effect of the water, then
he stooped and drank. Hesays “it was a
most lovely feeling ; I felt my blood liqueiy-
ing. It began to run in my veins, my pores
opened ; my pulse went up at once to fifty-
three. 1 felt quite fresh and living.”> So the
explorer’s life was saved, his agony was re-
lieved, and he was able to carry help to the

comrades he had left behind. Such is the |8

effect of the living water. It saves from de-
struction, it saves from migery, it makes us
capable of helping and blessing others.

There are a few districts in Ontario where
it is impossible to obtain good well water.
The people have to depend upnn the uncer-
tain suppiy of rain water, which vhey filter
into cisterns, or in some cases have to.buy
spring water, which is drawn from a dis-
tance. How much more fortunate is the
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man who hasa well in his own yard, afford-
ing him, without cost, an unfailing supply
of pure water. Such is the happy case of the
man within whose heart there flows the well
of peace and joy, springing up into ete}'xlal
life. (Hymns 76, 138, 190, Book of Praise.)

The demand, “Go, call thy husband,”
struck deep, even to the fountain-head of
this woman’s guils and shame. It brought
out the agonizing confession of v.17, and
this again opened the way to fuller revela-
tion of Christ. The wound was in wis-
dom and love, for no true knowledge of
Christ can come to us, no first taste of the
water of life, so long as we abide inany sin.

wrong-doing, so that Christ may come into
our hearts.
The Scottish mother sat -crooning to her
child,
““ Hush ye, bush ye, little pet ye,
The Black Douglas will not get ye.”’
Do not be too sure of that,” said a voice
at her side, and the hand of the Black
Douglas was upon her shoulder. Let this
illustrate by contrast, the position of the
soul which eries, ‘O that I knew where 1
might find Him!’*  He is near us, if we
only knew.
Speak to Him thou, for Ie hears, and Spirit
with Spirit can meet—

\Ve should be thankful for any plainness of :
speech which brings us to acknowledge our;

Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than
hands and feet.

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

There should always be one central
thought—just one and no more—in the
teaching of & lesson. An effective way of
dealing with this lesson will be to take as
the central thought :

How A SouL was Wox.

1. It was no easy tusk. Ignorance, preju-
dice, vanity and sin barred the way; all
which Jesus well knew. But he did not
hesitate, much less despair of succeeding.
There is no one so ignorant or perverse or
vile as not to be open to conquest for God
and holiness.

2. Itcame about through a chance inlerview.
And yebthere is no such thing as chance.
The eye of a watchful providence was upon
it all and the hand of a loving Father was
leading back His erring child.

3. Itwas thework of a weary man, but not
too tired to do His Father’s business. Too
tired to do God’s work we should never
be. He will not lay on us heavier tasks
than we are able to perform, but in no
sphere of service are the words more apt or
applicable: “ One can goa long way after
one is weary.”’

4. Ttwas accomplished through patient and
well-directed effort.  ** Ye have mneed of pat-
ience,”’ ye soul-winners. Every minister
and teacher should sit down beside Jesus at

Jacob’s well and observe how tenderly and
sympathetically and with what unruffled
serenity He deals with this vexing woman.
And with vhat rare skill. (1) He opensthe

.} way naturally (v. 7); (2) He steers clear of a

rock of controversy and awakens her better
nature (v. 10) ; (3) Following up His oppor-
tunity He leads her to still larger desire ; (4)
A rude shock is necessary to open her eyes
fully to spiritual things. He is not afraid to
give it (vs. 16-18) ; (5) Again He uses a point
of controversy to advantage (vs. 20-24); (6)
And when, at last, the eyes of the poor sin-
ful woman sce clearly, He reveals Himself
to her as the Christ ; and she is won.

It is worth while noticing also that Jesus
revealed the deep things of God to the woraan.
We cannot make truth too simple in teach-
ing the very young or the very ignorant.
Dut it is a mistake to hold back the very
deepest truths from even the youngest or
most unintelligent. The deepest things are,
after all, the simplest to a sincere mind.
Little children have surprising spiritual in-
sight. And it is only by the deepest truths,
such as the love of God, the work of Christ
on the Cross, the renewing power of the Holy
Spirit, that souls are saved and lives made
holy. Surface teaching washes out readily.
The deep things of God abide in the heart
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Questions for Juniors—\Why did Jedus leave
for Galilee? (vs. 1, 3.) Where was Samaria?

5, 6. Where did Jesus rest? Near what
city ? At what hour?

7-10. How was the water drawn? Who
came to draw? What did Jesus ask of her?
Where were the disciples? How did she
know He was a Jew? Why were the Jews
and Samaritans enemies? How did Jesus
arouse the woman’s curiosity ? (v. 10.) What
called God’s gift? Why called living water?

11-19. Explain the woman’s surprse. (v.
11.) What does Jesus promise? What does
she request? How does Christ convince her
of hersin? How should sin be treated? (2
Tim. 2:19.) What does she now think of
Christ ?

20-26. What mountain referred to? How
is God to be worshipped? Who satisfies
every thirst of the soul'?

For Seniors—5, 6. Name the three divisions
of Palestine. Why does Jesus now leave
Judea? What are the seven sayings of our
Lord in this conversation? What do you
know of Jacob’s well? What to be learned
from the fact that Christ was weary? Where
had the Samaritans built a rival temple?
Why? What golden opportunity here came
to Christ? How did He use it?

7-10. Why did the woman express

surprise ?
(v.9) \%t o 1ts us e@grﬁﬁng
Lm&ifm%s OF

Connection—LastSunday we heard about Je-
sus having a quiet talk with a very rich man.
(Recall lesson.) We are going to hear about
a quiet talk He had with o poor, wicked wo-

good in others? What offer made to the
woman ?

11-19. What is eternal life ? (John 17 : 3.)
To whom given? (John 3 :15.) In how far
did the woman understand Christ? Why
does Jesus mention her husband? What is
sin? Whohavesinned ? (Rom. 8:23.) How
atoned for? (Zech. 13 : 1 ; John 1 : 29; Eph.
1:7; 1John1:7) Whutled her to recog-
nize Christ?

20-26. What place had God choser. for His
sanctuary ? (Ps. 76 : 2.) In what sense was
‘ealvation of the Jews””? Who is the true
object of worship? What is the test of real
worship? Was the qwoman_ convinced ?
What was m}g o OW

Bible Sidd Bghid—Tg/ Driw WATER—Gen!
24 :44; Josh. 9:27; Isa. 12: 8.

Give ME To Drink—Gen. 21 : 19; Judges
4:19; Ps. 78 : 15; Rom. 12 : 20.

Tur Girr oF Gop—Acts S:20; Rom. 6:
23; 2 Cor. 9:15.

Liviné Water—Gen., 26:19; Num. 19:
17-19; S. Song 4 : 15.

Worsaip—1 Chron. Ps.
Matt. 15:9; Phil. 3: 3.

Topics for Brief
(To be assigned the Sabl

1. Jacob’s well.

2. The water of life.

3. ‘“What shall I do with this Jesus, which
is called Christ.”

16:29; 95506 ;

ath previons.)

THE LITTLE ONES

man. Jesus talked to rich and poor; He
loved everybody and wanted everybody to
love and believe in God, geb the new life, be
born again. Such was His Father's will.
Wells—Talk about wells
of pure, spring water. You

e Rk ST

ILL

ORSHIP

ITH

HITE HEARTS$
HED

ATER=L!

have all seen such wells.
We are going to hear
about a well in the Holy
Land. Beys and girls all
over the world to-day are
hearing about Jesus at this
well.

Map—Show a map of the
Holy Land or draw an
outline map on brown paper
or use a sand-tray. Point
out the plain of Samaria,
the vale of Shechem,
Mounts Ebal and Gerizim

FE
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—Sychar between them. Near Sychar a
plot of ground with a well on i, given by
old Jacob to his son Joseph. Several roads
met at this well.  Here is one road coming
up from Jerusalem. Sec! there are some
men coraing along that road. Who are they ?
\Where are they coming from? Where are
they going?

Jesus’ Human Feelings—Desceribe the hard
dusty roads in that country, the great heat,
the parching thirst of travellers and their
longing for water. Jesusand His disciples
drew near the well. They had walked about
twenty miles. Jesus was tired and hungry
and thirsty, just as we all are sometimes. The
disciples passed on into Sychar to buy food.
Jesus sat on the side of the well to rest. He
had nothiag with which to draw water and
the well was deep. There were not many
wells.  People had to come from the town
for water from this well.

The Lesson—Here comes 2 woman up the
voad carrying her earthen water jar. Sheis
avery wicked woman. Tell the conversa-

tion. She was surprised that a Jew should
ask anything from a woman of Samaria.
Jews and Samaritans were not good friends.
She did not know that she was speaking to
Jesus, the friend of everybody in the world.
Jesus said if she would ask Him for lving
waler she would never be thirsty again. Jesus
meant Iis Holy Spirit in her heart. She
would be satisfied and happy then. Living
springs come from the heart of the earth.
Christ’s love islike living water. It is pure
and refreshing and =atisfying. It springs from
the heart of God. It cheersuswhen we are
tired and discouraged.

Golden Text—Wecannot see God. Heisa
Spirit.  'We can only lift up our hearts to
IIim and say, “Lord, I cannot see Thee, but
I know Thou dost hear me and I truly be-
lieve in Thee.”

Practical Thoughts—Jesussympathises with
our needs. Jesus longs to pour His Spirit
into our hearts. The woman went and told
others of Jesus.

Lesson Block—Jesus, The Living Water.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

THE

CHRIST

LOVING Seeks—Bears with—Teaches— Wins “7 AY“f ARD

EACH

ONE

Begin with the word EACH. The unusual place on the board will attract attention.
Lmphasize it—the fact that each youngest child must answer for himself to God. Then
follow with the words, WAYWARD ONE, as above, and ask for the story of the Lost
Sheep (Luke 15). The scholars will almost anticipate what is to go on the other end of
the board—THE LOVING. Pause here. They will, perbaps, after the parable just
given, expect you to write * Father.” Explain how the Father sends His Own Son—the
(CHRIST—in the form of man, to the earth. Then, with what time is left, bring out how
He ““seeks,” *“ bears with,” *“teaches,”’ and finally ‘ wins’’ each one, as he did the woman
at the well. The lesson has a perpetual freshness and power; and may the gracious Spirit
of God use it rightly in bringing the thoughtless and careless to know and follow their

Tord}
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Lesson VIIL

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH

February 25, 1900

Luke t: 16-3). Commit to memory vs. 17-19. Read Matt. 4: 13-16; Mark 1: 14, 13; John 4: 46-34.

16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up : and, ! as his custom was, he went into
the sy(limgogue on the sabbath day, and stood up 3 for
to read.

17 And there was delivered unto hbn the book of
the prophet 3 E'safas. 4 And when he had opened
the book, he found the place where it was written,

18 The Spirit of the Lord i8¢ upon me, hecause he
hath anointed me to preach & the gospel to the poor:
he hath sent me 6 to heal the brokenhearted, 7to
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
?lghit tg the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised,

19 To 8 preach the ucceptable year of the Lord.

20 And he closed the book, ard? he gave ¢ again
to the minister, and sat down.  And the eyes of all 10
them that were in the synagogne were fastened on

him,

21 And he began to say unto them. 11 This duy is
this scrl(]i)ture fulfilled in your cars.

22 And all bare him witness. and wondered at the 12
gracious words which ?roceeded out of his mouth.
And the{ said, Is not this Jo'seph's son

23 And he said unto them, 13 Ye will surely say un-

to me this 4 proverb, Physician, heal thyself: what-
soever we have heard dor.e 15 in Caper' naum, do also
here in 16 thy country.

2t And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophtt
Is 17 accepted in his own country.

25 But 15 I tell your of & truth, many widows were in
Is'racl in the days of 19 Elias, when the heaven was
shut up three years and six months, when 2 great
famine was throughout all the land ;

26 But unto none of them was 19 Eli’as sent, 2! save
unto Sarep'ta, a city of Si'don, unto a woman that wes
a widow.

27 And many lepers were in Is'rael in the time of 22
Elis'eus the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed,
23 saving Na'sman the Syrian,

23 Aud 24 gll they in the synagogue, when they
heard these things, were filled with wrath.

29 An_rose up, and 25 thrust him out of the city.
and le him unto the brow of the hill whereon their
city was built, that they might 2 cast him down
headlong.

30 But he passing through the midst of them went
his way.

Revised Version— tHe entered as his custom was: 2 Omit for; 3 Isaiah; 4 And he opened_the book
aud found the place; ¢ Good tidings; 6 Omit to heal the broken hearted ; 7 To proclaim release; 8 Proclaim:
9 Gave it back to theattendant ; 10 Omit them that were ; ! To-day hath this scripture been fulfiltfed ;12 Words
o : 13 Doubtless ye will say ; 14 Parable; 15 At: 16 Thine own; 17 Acceptable ; 18 Of a truth I say unto
you ; 19 Elijah : 20 There came & great famine over all the land ; 2! But only to Zaraphath in the land of Sidon;
22 R)isha; 23 But only : 2¢ They were all filled with wrath in the synagogue as they heard these things; 2"

Cast him forth : 26 Throw him down.

GOLDEN TEXT

He came unto his own, and his
g;m received him not, John1:

DAILY READINGS

M.—Luke 4: 16-30. Jesusrejected
at Nazareth. .
T.—Matt. 18: 58-58. Another visit.
W.—Isa. 61. The text. X
Th.—John 5: 8647, Teaching re-

fused.
F.—Luke 20: 9-18. The Son re-

jected.

S.—Prov. 1:20-83. Tolly of re-
jecting.

S.—Luke 13:2485, *Ye would
not.”

Co: ing Links—The

TIME

April, A.D. 28: sccond year of
our Lord’s ministry. At the close
of a Passover.
PLACE

Nazareth, where Christ
spent His boyhood.

had

CATECEISM
Q. 10. How did God crcate man?

A. God created man male and
female after bis own image. in
knowledge. righteousness, and ho-
liness, with dominion over the
creatures.

EXPOSITION

woman at the

LESSON PLAN

I. An Announcement, 18-21.

In the synagogue at His own
home. Of Himself as the Messiah.

II, A Criticism, 22-27.

At the hands of his own people:
where he might have expected a
weltome.

III. A Storm, 28-30.

Tgnorance, prejudice, and _petty
jealousy erying out for blood.
LESSON HYMNS

453 6 (Ps. Sel.); 35; 1463 152,

brougkt wp ; He wonld give His kinsmen and

well having carried the news to the city, the
Samaritans come out to see Jesus (John 4 :
98-30). He remains with them two days
and gains many disciples (4: 39-41). He
then leaves to begin His ministry in Galilee
and at Cana performs a second miracle (Jno.
1:45,46). Luke here supplements John's
narrative, and gives in this lessona frontis-
piece to Christ’s Galilean ministry.
I. An Announcement, 16-21.

V. 16. He came to Nazareth ; perhaps from
Cana (John 4: 46).  Where He had been

old acquaintances the first opportunity of
accepting Him. .1s His custome was.  From a
child a worshipper in the synagogue, now,
as a man, he uses it asa chief opportunity
for teaching.  Synagogue ; the Jewish meet-
ing-place, corresponding to our ¢¢church.”
To read. The president of the synagogue
may have asked Him; but, as now a well-
known teacher, this was His privilege.

V. 17.  The hook of the prophet Esaias; the
roll containing Isaiah’s prophecy. The “first

Jesson” was from the Law, the second from
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the prophets. The Scriptures were written
on parchment rolls made of the skins of dif-
ferent animals. He found the place; likely
the appointed passage for the day, Isaiah 61.
His reproduction of it is in Aramaic, the
language spoken at that time. Hence some
slight differences.

Vs. 18, 19. The Spirit of the Lord ; He had
roceived the Holy Spirit at His baptism.
{See Matt. 3 : 16, Lesson 4.) He anointed me
Jompare Acts 10:38. The Hebrew word

translated ‘“anointed’’ is Mashach, from
which comes Messiah. (See further
explanation lesson V) Now follows

what may be' called the programme of
Christ’s ministry.  To preach the gospel ; the
glad tidings of salvation (4: 10). 70 the poor;
to the needy as to worldly things (Ps. 72:
13), and to the “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5 :
3).  The brokenhearted; Psalm 147 : 3 ; Matt.
5:4. Deliverance to the captives. Jesus came
to deliver from the bondage of sin (John 8:
34-36). Those whom Christ makes free will
never submit to bondage, spiritual, intellec-
tual, or political at the hand of man. Sight
to the blind ; in the deeper sense to the spirit-
ually blind, as in the case of Nicodemus and
the woman of Samaria. ZThem that are bruis-
ed. See Isa. 58: 06 ; all oppressed by suffer-
ing, sorrow, sin.  The acceptable year. This is
an allusion 1o the year of Jubilee, which
occurred cvery fiftieth year. (Lev. 25:8-10.)
Then the slave regained his freedom, the poor
recovered their lost possessions, and the deb-
tor was released from prison ; a fitting type
of the era of Gospel blessings.

Vs. 20, 21.  He closed the book; rolled up
the roll without reading the words, * the day
of vengeance of our God,” Isa. 61:2. Itwas,
and is, the day of mercy. The minister ; the
attendant. Satdown ; topreach. TIi wasthe
usual attitude of a Jewish teacher (Matt. 23
: 2. Fastened on him ; with fixed and earnest
gaze. He began to say. Luke gives the first
words and key-note of the whole discourse.
He Himself was this promised Messiah.

IL. A Criticism, 22-27.

V. 22. Bare him witness; that He was a
marvellous preacher and expounder of the

Word. Words of grace (Rev. Ver.); doubt-
less words, sweet, majestic, powerful, but
words also (Prof. A. B. Bruce) “about the
grace of God."” (Acts14:3; 20 :24); and he
adds ‘“‘such was Christ’s speech, then and
always.”  And they said; ‘ Kept saying’’ to
one another. I not this Joseph's son? They
admitted the grace and power of His mes-
sage ; but then he wasa carpenter, of an ob-
scure family. Thus they foolishly sacrificed
to their pride and prejudice thie good impres-
sion produced.

Vs. 23, 24. And he said. He noticed the
change of feelingand put their thoughts into
words. Physiciun heal thyself. He had just
spoken of healing the nation (v. 18.) Theit
thought, therefore, is that He had better heal
Himself, that is, show by miracalous power
that He was really the Messiah, and nov a
common carpenter ; and ‘‘ begiu at home”’
by doing then and there such wonders as
they had heard of as done in Capernaum (John
2:1-11; 4 : 46-51). It was a vulgar desire
for signs and wonders (John 2:18). But
Jesus came not to attract people as a mere
miracle worker (Luke 23:8, 9), but as the
Savior. No prophet, ete.; a curious but com-
mon fact. Compare the proverb “No man
is a hero to his own valet.’”” (Jchn 4 : 44.)

Vs. 25-27. But 7 tell you; His answer to
their thought. They demanded wonders to
bedoneamong themselves ; but He tells them
He can (and will, if His own people reject
Him, carry on his work among the Gentiles,
as did Elijah and Elisha. Many widows.
For the story see 1 Kings 17 : 1-24.  Elias is
the Greek form of Elijah. AU the land; of
Palestine.  Sarepta; the Greek form of
Zarephath (1 Kings 17:9).  Many lepers.
Leprosy is common in Palestine. Eliseus ;
the Greek form of Elisha. Naaman. Sec
2 Kings : 1-14.

III. A Storm, 28-80.

Vs. 28, 29. Were filled with wrath, His
words implied that the despised Gentiles
were more worthy than they. Rose up; in
violent anger. Thrust him out; of the syna-
gogue and from the town. The brow of the
hill; where there was a perpendicular rock
forty or fifty feet high.
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V. 80. But He; calin and self-possessed, in
contrast with the raging mob.  Passing
through the midst; overawing them by his

Ag His custom was, v. 16. Notice our Lord’s
example here. 1t was His custom to go on
the Sabbath day to the place of public wor-
ghip. Let us remember that in the ordinary
synagogue service and preaching there must
have been much that was formnal and much
that did not commend itself to the mind of
Jesus. So, if we are to follow Xis example,
we must not make it an excuse for absenting
ourselves from the house of God that the
service is sometimes wearizome and the
preaching dull.

The Spiritof the Lord isuponme, v. 18, “It
might help us to understand the Christ if we
recalled oftener the Scripture statements of
His possession of the Spirit. It was of the
Spirit that He was begotten ; in His growth
from childhood, increasing in wisdom
and in stature, the Spirit was His, and the
grace of God was upon Him; with that
Spirit He was baptized, and the dove-like
descent was the token of the inward grace ;
in the progress of Ilis ministry it became
apparent that God gave not the Spirit te Him
by measure; and the Old Testament pass-
ages, which pre-eminently He fulfilled, are
those which define His glory as that
derived from the transcendent possession of
the Spirit of God. (See Isaiah11. 2; 61:1;
also Matt. 4:1; Mark1: 10, 12; John 1 :
33;3:34;6:63;7:39; Rom, 8:9-11; 1
Cor. 12:4, etc.; 2 Cor. 8: 17, ete. Some of
these passages suggest in a most interesting
way the relation of the believer to Christ
through the possession of the same Spirit.) »’
The Monday Club Sermons, 1900.

To preach the Gospelto the poor, v. 18. In
our translation of the passage in Isa. 61 we
have “the meek.” In any case the refer-
ence is mainly to the “poor in spirit?”
though it is also especially characteristic of
the gospel of Christ that it is preached to all,
but it is only to the humble and meek that
they are good tidings. Intoihe mind of the

calm manner, and majestic bearing. Went
his way. Henceforth, Capernaun, not Naze-
reth, became His home, (Matt. 4 : 13.)

APPLICATION

man wha already ‘‘knows it all”’ there is
really no access for the ¢ truth as it is in
Jesus.” The man who thinks he is good
enough Las ‘‘no use for”’ the forgiveness of
sin which Christ offers.

To preach deliverance to the captives, v. 18.
This also has its literal fulfilment. The prin-
ciples of the gospel of Christ pervading
human society have made slavery an im-
possibility and have relieved the horrors of
unjust imprisonment. But there is a worse
captivity than that of the body. Far sadder
is the case of the man who is the bond-
servant of sin, the victim of evil habit,
whose will is enfeebled, whose self-control is
lost, so that he cannot even do the things
that he would. From this captivity Jesus
sets men free.

Recovering of sight to the blind, v. 18. The
saddest kind of bondage is when the captive
does not realize hin position, when he is a
slave and is content to be so. Thisis what
we see in life. Men are the bond-servants of
sin, but their eyes are blinded and they do
not know. The forgiveness of sin, the favor
of God, the life everlasting, are offered to
them. But they do not see these thingg,
because ‘“the god of this world hath blinded
their minds.” (2 Cor. 4:4.) When Jesus
opens their eyes they see their sin and hate
it, and they see eternal things and desire
them.

All bare Him witness, v. 22. It is in-
structive to notice the reception which our
Lord’s sermon got from His hearers. They
first said, ‘“ What a beautiful sermon "’ and
then fell to criticising the personality of the
preacher instead of taking the sermon home
to themselves. It is little gratification for
any true minister of Jesus Christ to hear his
people say, ¢ That was a fine sermon to-day,”
unless there is some evidence that they have
been applying the sermon and seeking to
put its teaching into practice.
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They were all filled with wrath, v. 28. What
Jesus had been saying to them was the sim-
ple truth.  But it was unpleasant truth and
therefore unwelcome, and it made them
angry. When we hear unpalatable trath
that applies to ourselves, it is very natural
to have a feeling of resentment towards the
speaker. This is very foolish. It is like the
action of a child who angrily pushes away
the hand that would administer a necessary
medicine. Let us welcome the truth though
it may be bitter. Let it work its corrective
influence in our lives.

They rose up and thrust kim out, v. 29. We
are filled with horror at the conduct of these
Nazarenes. Let us beware that we do not
imitate them. Remember, Jesus comes to
us still, comes to us in a familiar way and
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with truths that are unpleasant for us to
hear. But He has love in His heart. Hiy
desire is to save us, and He alone can save.
Then let us not reject Him, for if we do, we
are thrusting out our best friend ; and it may
be at the Jast He will have to weep over us
and say, “I would have gathered you...
and ye would not.”” (Luke 13: 34.)

Do not be disheartened if those who ought
to appreciate you treat you with scorn. Tyn-
dale’s New Testament in English and, later,
Tyndale himself were burnt. Ruskin was
the sport of all wits when his first works
were published. Carlyle’s Surtor Resartus
was received with a mixture of scorn and
contemptuous wonder. Learn to wait, and
in the meanwhile be strong and true. To
be trpe is better even than success.

PARAGRAPHSB

/@‘A /f/y FOINTS AN‘DM

Boy or man, we are fallowing good ex-
ample when we are found at church. v. 16.

“How bezutiful....are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings.” wv. 18.

“ Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.”’ v. 18,

There are none so blind asthose who will
not see, v.18.

The service of God is perfect freedom. v. 18.

¢t Now is the accepted time, now is the day
of salvation.”” wv. 19.

There may be attentive listening without
spiritual benefit ; but there cannot be spirit-
ual benefit without attentive listening. v. 20.

Isaiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled.
These blessings have been provided, and are
now available for men. v. 21.

Men are readier to praise sermons than to
act upon their teaching. v. 22.

Sad ig it when Christ fails to find accept-
ance among the children and the adherents
of His own Church. v. 24.

Sidon and Syria may stand for the
“ strangers and foreigners” of every land.
God i3 no respecter of persons. He loves
all; longs to save all; wishes His Gospel
sent to all. vs. 25-27.

Destroying the preacher will not change
the truth. v.29.

In Lecky’s History of England in the six-
teenth century, we have dreadful descrip-
tions of the conditions of prison life during
the carly part of that period. ¢ Cases were
proved of debwrs who, being unable to pay
their fees, were locked up with prisoners
suffering from smallpox, and thus rapidly
destroyed ; of others who were reduced al-
most to skeletons by insufficient food ; of
sick women who were left without beds,
without attendance, and without proper
nourishment,till they died of neglect ; of men
who were tortured by the thumb-screw, or
who lingered in slow agony under irons of
intolerable weight.”” One of the results of
the great Evangelical ravival of religion was
that these barbarities gradually disappeared
from prison administration.

“ T envy not in any moods
The captive void of noble rage,
The linnet born within the cage,
That never knew the summer woods.”’
—Tennyson
Such is the man who is the slave of sin but
i3 not conscious of his bondage.

People are often offended by the faithful
preaching of religious truth. During the

\ great Revival of the eighteenth century, the
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Duchess of Buckingham wrote to the Coun- ‘
tess of Huntingdon as follows: T thank

[February 25

derful results flowed from that same plain
preaching all the world knows.

your ladyship for the information concern-| The calm figure of Jesus stands amid the

ing the Methodist preachers ; their doctrines
are most repulsive, and strongly tinctured
with impertinence and disrespect towards
their superiors, in perpetually endeavoring
to level all ranks and do away with all dis-
tinctions. Itis monstrous to be told that
you havea heart as sinful as the common
wretches that crawlon the earth. Thisis
highly offensive and insulting, and I cannot
but wonder that your ladyship should religh
any sentiment so much at variance with high
rank and good breeding.” Bttt what won-
¢ He came unto His own and His own re-

ceived Him not.” This is the Golden Text
and it reveals the heart of the lesson. But
it is not well to say so when you begin. Nor
vet will it be best to ask for the Title of the
lesson just yet. The Textand the Titleareboth

too familiar. Try a flank movement. Jesus was
in Samaria. Ask a few questions about the
scene at the well and the scenes in the city-

Follow Him (see ‘ Connecting Links”’) to
Cana and then come on, with Luke, to Naz-
areth. Recall His boyhood there, picturing
His surroundings and employments. Speak
of the rumors that had come back of His
words and works in Galilee and at Jerusalem
and the expectation—all Nazareth on the qui
riveto know what FHe would now say and do.

Do not take too long to this. The lesson it-
self ig full to overflowing. It may be spread
out on this frame work:

1. Tne PREACHER. Any respectable Jew
wag at liberty to read in the synagogue and
to make remarks, Jesus used the synagogue
on the Sabbath (He was always a Sabbath
School scholar and Church-goer) as God
meant it to be used, for worship and the
teaching of the Word. )

2. Tne SrryoN. It was from the Old Tes-
tament. Jesus reverenced the Old Testa-
ment. (John 5: 39.) It was from Isaiah,
“the evangelical prophet.”” It struck

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

rage of His enemies like a lighthouse in the
storm.
“The startled waves leap over it ; the storm
Smites it with all the scourges of the rain,
And steadily against its solid form
Press the great shoulders of the hurricane,

Steadfast, serene, immovable, the same
Year after year, through all the silent
night
urns on for cvermore that quenchless
flame,
Shines on that inextingnishable light 1’
—Longfellow

coming into the world, viz : to save sinners
from sin.and its consequences. (Matt. 18:
11; 1 Tim. 1: 15.)

8. Tue “ Arter-Hon,” which Edersheim
says usually follows the sermon in a
Jewish synagogue. They *wondered” (v.
22). They recognized His words as “ words
of grace.”” They said .in effect: *“This is N
God’s messenger and these are God’s words ; *
but—."” Alas, for poor human nature ! Alas,
rather, for the desperate wickedness and folly
of men! They threw away the water of life
because of the vessel it was carried,in and
because they itched for wonders instead of
thirsting for truth and light and life.

4. Tee Resuke. The arrow was all the
sharper, it rankled all the deeper, that it was
drawn from the quiver of their own Secrip-
tures. (vs. 25-27.)

5. Toe ReiecrioN. Ludicrous, if it were
not so sad, the mad act of these men, It is
mutinying against the only captain who can’
lead them through the enemy’s country, the
only guide who can bring them safely home.

Now for the Golden Text ; and its appljca-
tion toTselve :

? Jun/ ho” were ¢

is¢iples? 'What the first miracle?

the first reform? (John 2: 15, 16.) With

whom the first discourse? Who the first
converts in Samaria ?

16-19. What place was the home of Jesus’

straight at the central purpose of Chrisl:’sl

childhood and youth? What was a syna-
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gogue? In what form werg the Scriptures?
What passage selected? For whom ig the
Gospel? What are its blessings? What
vear meant? For what six duties was Jesus
anointed ?

20-22. What attitude customary when
reading? What when preaching? What
does He declare as to fulfilment? What
effect on those who heard ?

23-27.  What had He done in Capernaurm ?
Why no miracles in Nazareth? (Matt. 13 :
58; Mark 6 :5,6.) Relate the story of Jhe
widow of Sarepta. (1 Kings 17 :8-16.) Give
facts regarding Namaan’s cure. (2 Kings 5 :
1-14.)

28-30. 'Why were the people so angryv?
How did they show it? How was Jesus
preserved?

For Seniors—16-19. How did the first year

of Christ’s ministry end? (John 4 :43-54.) |18

In to-day’s lesson who is the preacher?
What was the text? What were the chief
points of the sermon? How did Christ
spend the Sabbath ? ¢ How isthe Sabbath to
be sanctified ’?  (Shorter Catechism, Q. 60.)
Who were to be benefited by Christ’s com-
ing? How was the year of jubilee a type of
what Christ does for men? (Lev. 25 1 8-17.)
How does Christ comfort the sorrowing?
Give instances. —

N

Connection —ﬁVrite on the board “A
Well.” TLong ago people thought there
was somewhere in the world a well with
water in it that would make dead people
alive again if a drop of it were put in
their mouths Many pcople hunted for

20-27. Wh?' were the listeners so inter-
ested? To whom was the prophecy origin-
ally spoken? Was it fulf?lled for them ?
In whom bas it been fulfilled? Why did
they not believe Him? Was He surprised ?
When a similar taunt? (Matt. 27 : 42))
What examples from their own history?
What angered themn in these examples?

28-30. What did they do? How have
the Jews suffered for rejecting Christ? Why
should Jesus be so precious to us?, (1 Pef.
1310 2Pet 1145 Teopdls L) >,

Bible Side Lights— 2 Lk /812 ¢
Pe. 2:0; Tsa. 6 :1; 1 Chron. 16 #22.

Tne Gosrer—Rom. 1:15, 16; 2 Cor. 4 : 3,
4; 1Cor. 1 :18.

Gractovs Worns—John 1 : 16, 17; John
7 :46; John 14 :1-3.

A Grear Favixe—Lam. 4:4,8; 1 Kings
)
o

I;E;Ens—-Le\'. 14: 1-32; Num, 12: 10;
Kings 16 : 5.

Topics for Brief Papers
(To be assigned the Sabbath previous.)

1. How Jesus spent His Sabbaths.

2. 'The acceptable year of the Lord.

3. ““All they in the synagogue....thrust
Him out.”

/e

THEE LITTLE ONES

this well but no one ever found it. There
never was such a well. How foolish those
reople were to spend time m looking
forit!

‘What did Jesus say about the living water

He can give? Recall lesson.
Introduction—The people
in Sychar asked Jesus to

JESUS

RUST
AKE

k!

IS LOOKING
For

ou
— HIM

stay and preach to them.
He stayed two or three
days, then went on to
Galilee (map), where he
cured a little sick boy, a
nobleman’s son. Jesus
longed to go back to Nazar-
eth, his old home, where
he had played wh:n a boy
and had grown to be a
man. Ele wished to see
His old friends and neigh-
bors. They wereall anxious
tc see and hear him, for

they had heard of His
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wonderful preaching and the great miracles
He had been doing.

Lesson—Tell the Lesson Story. Show a
roll of parchment or puper. Jusus unrolled
the big parchment book of the prophet Isa-
iah, till He found the place. He then. read.
(Vs. 18, 19.)

He told the people He was the one about
whom He had been reading. Iis neighbors
whispered among themselves. ‘‘That can-
not be true. We know who e is. Mary
is his mother. We know all his family.”
They did not believe that God was his fa-
ther. They would not take Him for their
friend and Savior. They rejected Him. Teach
Golden Text.

Picture the men pushiLg Jesus from the
synagogue out of the city to the edge of the
hill.
Jesus withdrew from their sight and went
away to Capernaum where He had many
true friends who loved Him.

Rejecting @ Friend—One cold day a kind
gentleman met a ragged, hungry, little boy,

6}/ )

They would have killed Him but |

wandering about the streets.  The little fel-
low’s name was Ted. He had no home, no
father and mother to love him. lle just
begged something to eat and slept in any
corner that would shelter him.

“Well, my little fellow,” said the gentle-
man, ‘‘ where is your home ?”’

“Tain’t got no home,” said Ted, *“nor no
one to help me, nor nothin’.”

“Poor boy! Iam looking for boys like
vou. I wantto helpall who are poor and
homeless. Ihave a beautiful home where
everybody is happy. I want you to come
and live with me and you’ll never be hun-
gry or cold any more. Just trust me and
love me and try o please me.”

“XNo,” said Ted, “I won’t let you be my
friend, Idon’t wa ¢ to love you and be good;
go away and leave ¢ aicne.”’

Application—Foolish Loy, to reject such a
friend ! Jesus is longing to be Mary’s and
Willie’s and Fred’s and everybody’s friend.
Will you reject Him like that foolish boy ?

Lesson Block—Jesus, the Rejected One.

BLACKBOARD REVIEW

« Where He had been brought up.”

THEY SAW
THEY HEARD

THEY ADMIRED
THEY THRUST OUT

«Where He had been brought up ”’—gives an opportunity of a quick questioning as to

His home, His heme training, His occupations, what the people thought of Him as He
was growing up among them, ete. Now He has come back ; come back from very wonderful
experiences and doings and sayings elsewhere.  How will they receive HIM? With open
arms, and open hearts? Let us stand by and watch.  ‘‘They saw,” it was the very same
Jesus they had always kinown. * They heard,” as plainly as ears could hear, His claims
to he the promised Savior and Redeemer. ““They admired ;” for His words were * words
of grace,” & true message uf salvation, and His wonderful works elsewhere had shown
Him to be the very Son of God, who had a right to speak such words. And yet, and yet!
“They thrust Him out,” because, because—they were petty, and jealous, and blind and
foolish. End with the Golden Text and the verse that follows it, which shows what might
have been. .
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THE BOOK PAGE.

Books for review to be sent to Rev. R. Douglas
Fraser, Editor TEACHERS MoNTHLY, Room 87,
Confederation Life Building, Toronto.

The Rev. Armstrong Black’s THE EVENING
axn THE MORNING, an exquisite piece of book
making in paper, print and binding, is more
than a mere book of devotion. It is, indeed,
for ‘“The Quiet Hour,”” when the soul is
alone with God, and all other voices stilled,
may hear His voice clearly. But it isa
strong, discriminating and helpiul treatment
of some of life's great problemns, as the Christ
solves them for those wvho will shut them-
gelves in with Him. The titles are sugges-
tive, “Toward Evening,’ ¢ When the Door
is Shat,’” ¢ Midnight,” ¢ The Fourth Watch
of the Night,”’ ¢ A Great While before Day,”’
“The Breaking of the Day,’”’ and the treat-
ment is characterized by these three things,
the ve y atmospkere of the Scripture itself,
deep and tender insight, and wondrously fit
expression. “ Gethsemane isa lonely, far-
withdrawn place, intc which we have to go
all by ourselves. It is a being alone with
God for the settlement of life’s atest
issues and the perfecting of life’s divinest
powers. And besides, it is often a secret ex-
perience to go into Gethsemane. The near-
astand dearest may not be a stone’scast from
us,.and yet they may not know when we
take the cup at the hands of God . .. A
meek surrender to God’s will may be made
sdlently and may be kept long secret. It
may never be told at all, and yet many little
thingsin daily life—voung hair growinggrey,
aplain face smoothinginto sweetness, arorgh
lite softening and calming, any patience,
contentment or peace—may be tokens that
we have taken the cup of resignation and
have Jeained to Jove a Father's will.” Tt is
a book that one will read through, and often
turn to again. (Hodder & Stougzbton, Lon-
don, Eng. ; The Westminster Co., Toronto,
159 pages, price 75¢.)

A specially timely volume, now that Sab-
bath Schools are beginning an eighteen
months’ study of the life of Christ, is A
Harvoxy oF THE GoOSPELS, by Professors
Stevens and Burton (Silver, Burdett & Com-
pany, Boston, 237 pages, 8% x 7 inches,
special edition, 73c. each; clubs of 10 or
more, 50c.) The narratives of the four
Gospels are set side by side in parallel
columns where more than one Evangelist
givesthe same incident, and across the whole
page where it is given by one only. The
reader has theréfore in a single view all that
the Gospels say on a given point and can
readily grasp the proper order of the story
and compare the different narrators. The
divisions followed are the natural divisions

of Christ’s life and ministry and a table of
the ¢ repeated sayings’’ of our Lord is given.
The Revised Version is used. The book is
not intended to take the place of such a
monumental work as Andrews’ *‘ Life of Our
Lord,”’ which presents the whole problem of
the ¢ Harmony ’’ in elaborate fashion. But
it is the handiest possibleaid to the ordinary
teacher or Bible Class scholar who wishes to
geb a really connected view of the events of
the Gospels.

From Copp, Clark & Co., Toronto, comes
two of Thomas Nelson & Sons excellent
stories, Freroir: the Story of a Girls’
Society, by M. P. Macdonald, 364 pages,
with six-full page illustrations, price $1.25 ;
and THE ABBEY oN ‘rHE Moor, by Lucie E.
Jackson, 232 pages, with frontispiece, price
70c. Thomas Nelson & Sons’ books are
always safe. They can be putinto the hands
of children and young people without fear.
This is a good deal to say; but it does not
mean that they are withous spice or life.
The two volumes just mentioned are fresh
and vivacious. Any wholesome girl will
relish TreroiL and be made the more whole-
some by it, while little orphan Siby! in Tue
ABBEY oN THE Moor, with her strange adven-
tures, all coming out happily in the end, isa
pretty picture of child life.

Missions 1y Epex, by Mrms. Crosby H.
TWheeler ; Fleming H. Revell & Co., Toron-
to, 193 pages, 9 fuﬁ-page illustrations, price
$1. Mrse Wheeler was for forty vears a mis-
sionary in the Valley of the Enphrates. She
has been wise enough notto try to tell every-
thing and so has prod..ed an interesting
book. ‘ Armenian Etiquette and House-
keeping ‘A la_ Frank,”’’ “Woman the
Teacher of the Race,” Gregory, the Mar-
tyr,’”” are some of the chapters. The writer
talks pleasantly and familiarly as she wounld
in a drawing-room or at a woman’s meeting,
and hence is readable, and asa woman who
evidently used her eyes and ears to advant-
age, and withal has a kindly heart, Ms.
Wheeler has much to say that those who
care atall for missions or for travel will want
to hear. :

The Presbyterian Committee of Publica-
tion, Richmond, Va., is making most praise-
worthy efforts to supply a sound religious
literature for families and Sabbath-schools.
And there is need of such effort. One shud-
ders to think of the character and quality of
much that passes for young people’s reading.
Froth is the best of it. The worst is simply
vile. Even when it is clean and strong, it is
apt to be wholly secular. "Weak and unnat-
ural religious stories have created a preju-
dice against all religious storieg, which are

therefore tabooed. The Richmond Commit-
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tee of Publication evidently believes that a
story i8 not necessarily uninteresting be-
cause it turns on the grace of God. In Tue
LAppER OF ProMmisg, by Mrs. Susan M. Grif-
tith 327Ig)a§es, ?rice $1.25, Tom Knoxisa
. Cfeg elley” who frankly owns to the
power of the promises and the Spirit of God
in makingra man and a Christian worker out
of him. The story, not without some minor
defects, is well told and will not only inter-
est but help boys.

‘“Whoever attempts exposition of the Com-
mandments will find himself on a very wide
sea,’” says Dr. Charles Caverno in Toe TEx
Worns; a Study of the Commandments
(The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 231 pages, price
75c.). And that is how even one more may
be added to the many books on the Deca-
logue. Every man has his own point of
view, and as the Commandments sum up
God’s whole mind in regard to man’s whole
conduct, the points of view, as well as the
particular applications, are numberless.
The point of view here is that of a keen,
every-day pastor, who has thought out the
problems of life in daily contact with them
and daily effort to guide iuose for whom he
feels himself responsible. Pastors will find
help here, and preachers. ‘Renan, the
Frenchman, wrote a life of Jesus—better,
)}\erhaps, wrote the life of the French Jesus.”

hig i3 sharp; and this (which is for the
TUnited States rather than Canada, although
not without application here) is eminently
sensible. Speaking of the struggle of Labor
Unionsto preserve the Sabbath from becom-
ing aday of labor, Dr. Caverno says:

“Just where the workm¢n have made
their great mistake is in quitting the
churches. A great deal of-their dissatisfac-
tion with life comes, not so much from act-
nal distress in their problem, as from the
wretchedness and woebegoneness that will
come upon men who will perpetually confine
their souls to cent. per cent. considerations.
Their problems become mean tothemselves
bectuse they are never relieved by high
systems of thought. It is said that the
churches have become rich men’s clubs—
whose fault is it? Again, the laborers
should have staid in the churches, insisting
on their equal manhood with anybody.
They seem able to assert themselves out of
the churches—why not in?”

From the Pilgrim Press we have also the
“Moxpay CLuB’’ SerMoNs on the Interna-
tional Sundai,]’ School Lessons, 418 pages, $1.

t

This is e twenty-fifth series, and
the fact that this plain and =solid-
looking book has held on its way

through a quarter of a century shows that
it hasa place wo fill. It is not easy to get

people, even preachers, to read sermons—
which is not greatly to anyone’s discredis;
for are not sermons made to be listened to,
not read? The Monday Club evidently
keeps thisin mind, and their sermons, whilst
not mere essays, are short, condensed and
E(i;thy’ mere of the style to be read than to

listened to. Hence, they have had and
will have readers. Ministers and teachers
will read them to get a Better grip of the
Sabbath-school lessons, and they will be
found very useful for a quiet Sabbath hour
in the home.

The New Century Series of Readers, pub-
lished by the Morse Company, New York,
nas seized upon two important ideas, the
one, that for little ones, pictures and words
should go together, and the other, that in
learning to read the child may, as well as
not, read about something of present-day
interest.  *“ For CHILDHOOD's Davs,” the
first of the series (104 pages, price 30c.), is
really charming, filled with pictures, some
of them in colors. Here, for instance; are
two youngsters, a lad and a lass “ teetering”
on a log on the green grass with the rhyme:

¢ See, saw, up and down,
Thisgis the way to London town.
See, saw, up and down,
‘Which is the way to London town ?
One foot up, the other foot down, °
And:that is the way to London town.”

“:}Ro}gbmk'ximé:o WorLp ” is t}&FirsbdGeo-
aph ok (160 pages, price 40c.), and the
g;:itld }w’;isits the lgsql%imog, Indiané, Arabs,
Dutch, Chinese, and Japanese, with abun-
dant illustrations and the simplest possible
words. The Second Geography Book, which,
in a little more advances style and still
more numerous cuts, carries the children
through Alaska, Mexico, Norway, Sweden,
Cuba, Porto Rico, the Philippines and Ha-
waii, is also issued under the title of ¢ Bovs
AND GIRLS OF THE PHILIPPINES AND AROUND
THE \WORLD,”’ 226, price d0c. It is
mostentertaining,and whilstintended chiefly
for Uncle Sam’schildren, will be read by .
many a Canadian child with almost equal
interest, for all children love hooks of travel
and adventure. .

Tue ExpEavorer’s DarLy CoMPaNION FOR
1900, by Professor 'Amos R. Wells (The
United Society of Christian Endeavor, Bos-
ton, 110 pages, price 10¢.), gives the C. E.
Topics and Daily Readings forthe year, with
abundance of hints and helpful paragraphs
on the Topic of each week. The fertility of
Professor Welld in this ficld is well known,
and it would be hard to pack more matter of
the right sort into the same space.
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paper printtng ' belps' suustrattons

IN ADVANCE OF ALL OTHERS

“Since 1880 the < Oxford ? Teachers’ Bible has been acknowledged the greates
book marvel of modern times. The publishers have just brought out an edition
with revised helps which again puts this work clearly in advance of all others.”
—Sunday-Sckool-Ma,

. The ]l)aper o . .

*“The Indu -paper, i which we- believe this Company leads’ the world, has made a revolution in the utof

¢4 A marvel of paper-making."—7ke London Tinses. .. o

¢ The exqms:te Oxford Ind: ia Paper is a perfe of f3 e. Tbongb so thin the priut n’evei» sh ws
through, and yet tbe type is perfectly clear and legible.”—T%e Spectator,

No other. paper has yet been made that can approach it for its wonderful capacity, great soughr.eSs and sor;n
and its agreeab tone, nior for the case with which THg mcns ‘CAN BE TURNED.

Ebe Printing- ‘ , .

* Tts letterpress is remarkably clear and distinct. This 3 the more b 1S »
* siouss. Long and close attention to the priat of ordinary Bxbls strains the strongest éyes, buz the ¢ Oxford 2
an ordinary Bible in this or in any.oth:r respect,"—7T ke Christian Nation.
“The pnntmg is worthy of the Paper, and more than, tht.s it id impossible to say.”'—The Guardian.

. The elps

The late St Wirriam Dawson, Principal of McGill Umvermg said s

** The Oxford Helps 1 have long used with-advantage, and the new edmon, while retammg 1He reuona
- conservatism of the old, has been %ready exteuded and improved., Almost every one of the xllusmuons might fonn
the subject of a good lesson on Bible bistory.

Rev. F. N, PeLouser,.D.D., author, of Peionbets Notes on the International Lessons, says, Jan, !4. :899

‘“ I have been comparing the two editions of the ‘Oxt’ord Hclps, your new one with mine dated 1893, Yo
appendix, and espscially the new plates, and raore the d of them, which are a- wholly‘n"'
featare, add gtczﬁy to the value of these ¢ Helps. I ‘shall refer to them as often as I can in my- No(es on thit

sons.” PR

The Choistian Ad‘vocatt, Nashville, Tean., says: SRR )

‘“ The * Helpsdre zeal helps. “Unlike those in many of the cheap B’b!cs, they arenot smply thrown tozether in
hodgepodge fashion, bat repwsent 2he freshest and ablest woxk of the fi . -3

Ttke ZInterior, Chicago, I I, .
*  “Helps.’ prepared for this work by the most eminent RBiblical scholars’of the day, and revised up to the latest. -

- Possible e, to keep in touch with the last discoveries of science, the last lights of ioterpretation:  This edition Bas®
reached, in fumer issues, a sale of over two mllxon copies, and i2 is :a/c 20 say Mat mothing offers mm/cxr com-
etition with it in general Javor.” .

The Toronto Globe says : _—
“ The most instructive and exhaustive compendmm of every kind of xnfo:mnon esséntial to B’ble smdy.. -

The Fllustrations

The Sunday-School Times, Ph'laddplu:, says, referriog to the illustrations: 8
**In this department this Bxble is probably /ar superwr to any other of xhose commanly Called Ttachezs’ 'Blb!es.

Probably there does not exist anoth equa.lly mp f of the kind.”

The Montreal Witness':
‘*The plates are a spxcially :mracuve feature. No more suitable present can be made to~ tuchcr or scho}nr :

Bible stud ent or'friend.”
All Denominltlons concur in recommendiag the Oxtord Blble for Teachers. -
xa'Upwards of 2, 000,000 coples of former editions have been sold.

LONDON : HENRY FROWDE
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS WAREHOUSE, AMEN CORNER EC.
o NEW YORK: ot AND 93 F1rT AVR.
" . Andsold by all booksellers throughout the Dominion. = |
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ASSOCIATION.
Ilead Office : " - Toronto, Ont.

: rTHE Unconditional Accumulative Policy issued by this’

Association is absolutely free -from conditions from -
~ date of issue and guarantees Extended Insurance or a .
Paid-up Policy after two years, or a Cash Value after five
" years.
ST .Pamphlets and full particulars will be sent on apphmnon to the
Head Office, Toronto, or to any of the Association’s Agenls

w c Macionald, . J K. MACDONALD, ,
- Actuary ) Managing Director. .
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O@@ Ministersand Teachers

| {0006 ATTENTION!
;E@@@ 5: Did you ever consider what an advantage g

Typewriter would be in your work?

THE UNDERWOOD

is the Best and most up-to-date

business and professional men.:
«+ILLUSTRATED .CATALOGUE FREE...

GRECLMAN BROS. TYPEWRITER 00

\ 15 Adelaide St. East
P FEFEFF PR €C~TORONTO
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It is used by the leading business colleges, ‘



