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Eitlonthly Letter Aeutlet

BN HOMAN'S FOREICN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, PRESBYTERIAN OHURCH IN OANADA
(WESTERN DIVISION).

Vou. X.  Toroxnto, APRIL, 1894. No. 12,

Subjects tor Prayer.
ArriL.—Central India—The Medical and Zenana work. For
B our Boarding and Day Schuuls, Assistant Teachers and Bible
§ Women.
¥ For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the
Wl ill of God, ye might receive the promise.” —Heb. x. 36.
B8 < A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one &
Wstroug nation . I the Lord will hasten it in his time.”—Tsa. 1x.
22.
List of Missionaries in Central India,
B Citr oF INpoRe.—Rev. J. Wilkie, Mrs, Wilkie, Dr. Marion
ROliver (on furlough), Dr. Margaret O'Hara, Dr. Agnes Turnbul!.
Miss J. V. Sinclair, Miss Janet White, Miss May Dongan, Miss
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Jessie Grier, Mpuow.—Rev. Norman H. Russell, Mrs. Russell,
Rev. Frank Russell, Dr, W. Grant Fraser, Miss J. Ross, Miss
Calder. NreymucH.—Rev. W. J. Jamieson, Mrs, Jamieson, Dr,
Maggie McKellar, Miss Jennie Duncan, Miss Jamieson. Rur-
raM.—Rev. J. F. Campbell, Mrs. Campbell, Rev. W. A, Wilson,
Mrs, Wilson, UjssaiNn.—Rev. J. Buchanan, M.D., Mrs. Buch-
anan,

HOME DEPARTMENT.
Letter Leafiet.

The LETTER LEAFLET year ends with this number. All
orders for the May issue must be in the hands of the Secretary
of Publications not later than April 12,

‘Will Presbyterial Secretaries please see that the printed forms

sent them by Mrs. Telfer are flled in and forwarded by the
above date?

Annual Meeting.

The Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church in Canada
(Western Division) will be held in Bank Street Church, Ot-
tawa, on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, April 17, 18 and
19, 1894. On Tuesday afternoon at 3 o’clock there will be a
devotional meeting in the church, at the close of which delegates
will be enrolled and billetted. The Nominating Committee will
also meet on Tuesday afternoon at the close of the meeting, On
Tuesday evening a conference of the Board with Presby-
terial Secretaries and Treasurers will be held, Leginning at
half past seven, at which gaestivns may be asked and subjects
of interest to the Suciety counsidered. On Wednesday and
Thursday the pruceedings will be in much the same order as last
year.
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A cordial invitation is extended to delegates from every part
of the Society throughout the Western Division.

In past years considerable difficulty has been caused the
Billetting Committee through the names of Delegates not
being properly certified to and forwarded in time; the
Board has therofore decided to appoint a CoMMITTEE ON CRE-
DENTIALS, the Convener of which is Miss Isabella L. George,
977 Jarvis Street, Toronto, to whom the names of all delegates
must be sent by the Secretary of the Society they are to repre-
sent, giving also the Presbyterial Society to which the Auxiliary
or Band belongs.

The following representatives from each Society, in addition
tu the thirty-six managers, are entitled to entertainment : From
the Presbyterial Society—the President, Secretary, and one
delegate ; from the Auxiliary—the President or her substitute,
and vne delegate ; from the Mission Band—the President or her
substitute.

In accord with Article 8 of General Society Constitution and
the decision of last Annual Meeting, these delegates must be
members of the General Society to be entitled to vote.

These names must be sent in not later than April 10th, as they
have all to be forwarded to the Secretary of the Billetting Com-
mittee at Ottawa that entertainment may be provided.
Secretaries are also requested to provide their delegates with a
copy of their credentials to present at Ottawa.

Reduction of Fares.

Every member of the Society who intends to be present at the
Annual Meeting, at Ottawa, whether a delegate or nof. is
earnestly requested not to neglect to obtain the railway certifi-
aate. Even if the distance tv be travelled be unly a féw milce
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it is huped this will be attended tv su t! at the reyuisite 300 maj
be made up to insure a single fare for all. Will Presidents
kindly remind members of Auxiliaries and Mission Bands of
their duty in this matter ? The questivn of railway fare is very
important tu those guing tu the meeting from distant point..
‘Will each individual memker bear it in mind for tke good of all ?

Railwey Regulations Regarding Reduced Fares
To Annual Meeting.

Delegates and members of the 3ociety attending the Annual
Meeting are requested to give special attention to the following

points :

1. The railroad companies have agreed to the following terms,
viz. : One way first-class fare for round trip, if 300 or mure
delegates attend, who, at the railway station, on starting,
obtain from the ticket agent a standard certificate of pur-
chase of first-class full fare one way ticket, and on return
present the said certificate at the railway station, duly
certified and signed by the Home Secretary at the con
vention. One fare and a third, if the delegates number
from 50 to 299, and one fare and two-thirds if less than 50
attend ; the return trip to be made by the same route as the
going trip.

2. All delegates, therefore, travelling by rail, even if the dis

tance be short, will, on starting, ask from the agent, at feast
ten minutes before the train is due to leave, a ‘standard”
certificate of purchase of ticket. No other form of certifi:
cates will be recognized.

3. If more than one Compuny’s line is travelled over, an addition-

al certrficate should be obtained on purchasing ticket at point of
Jjunction. ASK YOUR AGENT FOR A THROUGH TICKET.
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s

. ** Certificates procured from the agent at starting point more
than three days (Sundays not included) prior tu commence-
ment of meeting (April 17th), and certificate. presented
more than three days (Sundays not included) after date of
cluse of meeting (April 19th), will nut be hunoured for tickets
for return trip.”

5. “ Certificates that bear date of purchase of ticket for going

trip after the last day of the meeting will not be honoured
for return passage.”

6. ¢ Certificates are not transferable, and the signature affixe

at the starting point, compared with the signature to re-
ceipt for ticket, will enable the ticket agent to detect any
attemapted transfer.”

. “ No refund of fare well be made on any account whatever, be-
cause of folure of the delcgates to oblain certificates or to
observe the requirements of the same.”

o. All members of the Suciety attending the Annual Meeting can

secare the reduced railway rates, but only credentialed
delegates will be provided with entertainment,

Increase.

Presbyterial Societies ;
BARRIE.. .. ... Penetanguishene Auxiliary.
MaAITLAND. ..... Dungannon, Erskine Auxiliary.
OWwWEN SOUND....Latona Auxiliary.
TORONTO... ..... Toronto, Southside Auxiliary.

e ........Deer Park, ‘“Hopeful Workers” Mission

Band.

WINNIPEG. . Winnipeg, Westminster Church Auxiliary.
Orrawa ... ... Hull, Zion Church Auxiliary.

P e R
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e
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Lijfe Members added in February and March,

Mrs. Joseph Lynn, Campbellville Auxiliary.

Mrs. James Young, Bank Street Church Auxiliary, Ottawa,

Mrs, W. Robertson, Duff’s Church Auxiliary, Puslinch.

Mrs. A. J. McLeod, Regina, N.W.T.

Miss Annie Ethel Dodds, Northern Lights M. B., North
Plympton.

Mrs. John Noble, Parkhill Auxiliary.

CORRECTION,

Mrs. J. S. Hardie, Stanley Street Church, Ayr, instead of

Mrs. J. T. Hardie,

Treasurer’'s Statement.

REOEIPTS.
Feb. 6.~—Balance inbank................. $2,264 00
« St. Andrew’s Aux., King...... .. 75 00
¢ 16, Chatham Pres. Soclety ...... .. .. 926 90
‘19, Campbell’s Bay Aux......... .......... 26 00
¢ ¢ Pequest, late Eliza McBean . " 200 00
¢ 20, Russell Aux., Ostawa P.S.............. 39 80
¢ 22, Moosomin Aux., NWT.... .......... 25 00
¢ Stratford Pres. So.......oiiiiiiiinn... 1,421 38
¢ 24, Maple Grove M.B................ .... 8 00
¢ 26, Returned by Dr. Marion Oliver for R.R.
Tickets.ooe vuveiviveenninnnnnnnn.. 39 00
“ 28, Life M, fee, Duff's Ch. Aux,, Pushnch 25 00
¢ ¢ Muscowpetung’s Aux ... .. . 25 00
“ ¢ Owen Sound Pres, So................... 789 37
March 3, Orangeville Pres. So.. e eee 730 67
¢ ¢ TLanark and Renfrew P S 3,620 04
¢ 5, Guelph Pres. So......oocvvnvinivinnnn.. 2,140 84
“ ¢ TLethbridge Aux...... .... ........... 21 05
‘“ 6, Peterborough Pres, So.... ..... ....... 1,540 10
¢ Owen Sound additional ................ 1 50
“ 7. Paris Pres. So........ ..... et 1,699 89
¢  Mount Pleasant Aux. B.C.............. 12 35
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March 7. London Pres. S0..eeveeeieiiienenn... $2,030 71
¢ % Whitby Pres. So..oo..iieiin il ... 1,156 24
« 8 Y.PS.C.E. Knox Ch., Stratford. . ... .. 50 40
¢ % Chalmers Ch., Aux., Quebec ............ 61 88
¢ ¢ TorontoPres. So ......oiiiiiil il L 5,731 57
o Ottawa PresSo. .ies i sei it ieaant, 923 39
“ 9, Chatham additional............ ........ 4 94

$25,590 02
EXPENDITURE,

Feb. 6. Corresponding Sec. postage.............. 330
¢“ ¢ Postageon Life M. certificates and letters
. .« relating thereto.... . . 2 00

Furnishings for Miss McIntosh "Okanase, 48 57
“ 14, TFreight charges on the above....

21 86
March 1. Discount on cheque from Regina. 25
6. Discount on cheque from Cobourg. . 192
“ 7. Treasurers postage . et e e e 2 53
Home S Sec. postage on letters ...... 32 65
reports....... 2 89 554
$85 97
* 13, Balancein bank.............. ceresree.. 325504 05
$25,590 02
E. MACLENNAN,
Tveasurer.

Mission Band Notes.

The following extracts are taken from a most interesting let-
ter from Mrs. Byers of Gananuyue, telling how she conducts
her large Mission Band of boys and girls under fifteen years of
age. When they enter the High School, they also enter the
senior Mission Band.

Mirs. Byers writes : “ In the first place, I would desire to em-
phasize the importance of a Mission Band leader or president
being a consecrated, enthu:ziastic Christian, full of love for the
Saviour and for children, and if possible with a natural gift of

g e i S Y
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knowing how to talk to children and manage them without evep
losing patience. Our officers consist of a President (who mnst
be a member of the General Society), a Secretary, Treasurer,
Organist, and Captains. Every boy or girl over twelve years of
age securing a class of six younger children becomes a captain,
responsible for the conduct of his or her class, and prepared at
each mesting, at the time allotted for that purpose, to give &
short report stating who were ahsent at last meeting, and why
I find that this plan secures the hearty co-operation cf the
older boys and girls (who are always most difficult to manage),
which is a factor of great importance in work of this kind.

“ We usually occupy about six months in studying one field,
and at the end of that time have what we call a ‘missionary
concert,” which is really a sort of review, to which the congrega-
tion is invited, and pay ten cents towards the children’s mission
fund. I consider such a concert as this both legitimate and
profitable. We avoid all theatrical display, and they have been
the means of reaching and interesting the parents in a way
which nothing else would have accomplished. The children are
not allowed to give any offering except what they Lave earned,
or gaved by self-denial ; but I consider that in giving these con.
certs or reviews they have well earned the ten cents admission
fee.

“ We teach the mission fields by meaus of a very simple cate.
chism, which any lady con easily prepare for herself from the
admirable papers by Miss Ferrier in the LEaFLEr. The answers
should be as short, simple and concise as possible. The presi-
dent prepares for herself a small book on each field, containing
both questions and answers, and besides writes out the enswers
only on bright coloured eards for the children. When the time
for the catechism arrives, the ‘card committee’ (two of the
older members) give out one r more cards to each child, using
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discretion to give the very short answers to the youngest children,
and then they must all pay very cluse attention to ses who has
the proper answer to the question asked, stand up and read it
aloud, when it is repeated by the whole clags. As the question-
ing goes on, the president uses the map, makes little explana-
tory remarks, etc., as may be needed. After all the questions
are answered, the captain of each class takes up the cards, and
the president asks a number of them a second time, to ascertain
by the uplifting of the hand how many have paid such close at-
tention as to remember them without aid.

« We have a complete set of maps, and I cannot understand
how any band can do guod work without them ; they are part of
the necessary machinery, I think. By this catechetical method of
teaching, it is surprising in how short a time the children will
have a clear; intelligent view of the field ucder study.

* After the catechism part of the programme is over, a let-
ter from one of the missionaries in the field being studied is
read by the president, being simplified or abridged if neces
sary. A short sketch of some of the manners and customs of
the people in the field is then given, generally taken from articles
m ¢ Children's Record,’ or some of the other children’s mission
ary magazines (‘ Children’s Work for Children’ is excellent). If
these articles are illustrated, the pictures are shown fo any who
wish to see them at the close of the meeting. Suitable recita-
tions and dialogues are also learned, and one or two given at each
meeting.

 The best of all these things are made note of by the presi-
Jent or secretary, and furm part of the programme at the ¢ mis-
sionary concert,’ so that very little extra preparation is required
for that event.

“In conducting a juvenile band, everything must be so welj
arranged beforehand that the little people will not have one
minute in which to become restless or insubordinate.

Sy -
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t A prozramme should always be carefully arranged, and une
such as the following I know from experience can easily be
accomplished in one howr: (1) Singing. (2) Prayer. (3) Learn-
ing Mission Bible verse (on black-board). (4) Singing. (5) Mia-
utes of last meeting. (6) Captains’reports. (7) Collection (sing
while taking up). (8) Catechism (15 minutes). (9) Missionary
letter. (10) Recitation by member. (11) Reading or stury by pre.
sident. (12) Prayer. (13) Marching on in order while singing,

¢ 1 think, if possible, children’s missionary meetings should be
held weekly. They are very apt to forget the right day when
it goes longer.

“I do not find it practicable to carry out the sentence pray-
ers in a large gathering of young children. It is more likely
to cause irreverence than to have the children all stand with
closed eyes and folded hands, and be led by the president in such
a simple, direct prayer as all, even the youngest, can easily
follow. Where tho Band is small, the sentence prayers are help
ful to all, and in senior Bands are to be highly recommended. &
The children move and second, and sometimes discuss, resolu- §
tions, and make amendments very nicely—part of the training

I consider, necessary to make them intelligent church-workers |
by and by.”

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
NORTH-WEST INDIANS.

Encouragement in the Indian Work at Prince |
1bert.
FROM MISS BAKER.
262 Bishop Street, Montreal, Feb. 12, 1804,
Very many thanks for your kind letters containing such lvv [
ing words of sympathy and interest in the work, which has §
been, and is still, so dear to me. And, oh! it does cheer me to
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have your assurance that we are ever remembered in your
prayers.

At the time I wrote you regarding my being obliged to rest, I
alsv wrote to the Cummittee in Winnipeg, but they did not see
their way clear to appoint one to take my place until the end of
Septewnber. I could not inform you as to my movements, as up
to that time I was in the dark myself, my arrangements depend-
ing upon their decision. As soon as I had seen my successor,
Miss Anna Cameron, well established in the work, T left, visit-
ing friends on the way here, reaching here about the middle of
last December.

Since my arrival, my health has not been at all good. 1 had
an attack of la grippe, which settled in my head and eyes,
compelling me to keep very quiet. I am so thankful to say that
now I am able to get out, but have to exercise great care. At
present I am not able to make any plans for the future, nor can
I yet decide as to the time when T can go back to Prince Albert.
Health permitting, I will likely do so in May or Juze.

All letters from Prince Albert bring the cheering news that
Miss Cameron is carrying on the work very successfully. She
assisted me for three months before T left, and became well ac-
quainted with the work and the Indians. The school is at
prescut, as formerly, made up of children and several young
men. The progress of the latter has been all that could be ex-
pected, as they cannot attend regularly. Their ages range from
18 to 30 years. Some of them write nicely and are able to keep
and make out accounts, Two come to church regularly. The
old people we have tried to reach by reading to them, and we
think that evidences are being seen of the work of the Holy
Spirit moving on the hearts of some of them. A Sabbath school
is held in the school-huu.e regularly, conducted by Miss Cam-
eron and Miss McTaggart, and when the amouant of opposition,
that even the day school net with, is considered, we bave reason

Ba S s e ¢ e g g oy e e o e
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to rejoice at the amount of success attending it. We ask your
fervent prayers, that it may yet be the means of bringing many
of the older ones into the fold of Christ, and be the nucleus of 3
Christian church among them. As yet many of them have but
a very vague idea as to what is to be learned there, Miss
McTaggart writes me that on the third Sabbath after the school
was organized, one of the women came bringing her knitting,
wanting to be taught how to close the heel of her stocking.
When told that the Sabbath should be kept holy, they will tell
you, ¢ Oh, that is for the white man, not for the Dakota ! ”

But we never fsel discouraged, for we know that ‘' He
that is for us is greater than he that is against us,” and
silently, but surely, a change we can see is being wrought among
them.

Miss Cameron, in writing to me about a poor woman whom
1 left very ill, says: ‘‘Poor Liuté tokeca-wi is dead ; they came
asking for boards to make a coffin. I got one made for her, also
made a shroud and a wreath of flowers. My sister and I went to
the house, dressed her and saw her laid in her coffin. Her poor
husband was so pleased to see her so decently dressed, and oh!
Miss Baker, how thankful you would have been to have seen
them all stand around and listen so quietly, while I read to them
¢ Makoce tehan waste;’ ‘There is a happy land,” etc. You
may be sure, my dear Mrs. Harvie, that tears coursed down my
cheeks as I read it, for I had become greatly attached to her;
she was ill for three months before I left, and she was always so
pleased to have me visit her. Anyone who has ever heard the
wailing and howling after the death of an Indian, can never
forget it, for it is terrible to listen to. Her husband is a good
old man, although he has never professed to be a Christian.
He was the first one to consent to our starting a& school among
the band, and, on that account, for a long time suffered a good
deal of persecution,
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They have no hereditary chief, but he has for years acted as
chief.

The greatest obstacle to our work is that the people are so far
away and so scattered. We are in hopes that the Government
will soon give them a portion of land, so that they could be
brought together, and the work more efficiently carried on by
means of more suitable buildings. They would also take more
interest in improving their homes if they owned a small piece
of ground and cultivated it.

If possible, I hope to visit Toronto before returning to Prince
Albert ; any way, I look forward to the great pleasure of attend-
ing your Annual Meeting, which I know and feel will be a season
of refreshing.

Miss Cameron may possibly not have written to you yet ; I
know how every moment i3 occupied, especially when the days
are 80 short and the weather so severe. She gave the children a
Christmas tree, which was much prized by old and young.
Kindest regards to the ladies.

New Pupils Received.
FROM MISS LAIDLAW.
Portage la Prairie Mission School, Feb. 20, 1894,
Many times since Christmas have I thought of answering your
letter and telling you all about how we spent the time, but there
has been a good deal of sickness among our children and those
at the tepees, that little time is found to do anything but the
ordinary work., Last week four of them were in bed, Jessie
having a bad attack of pneumonia and bronchitis, but we are
very glad to say she is improving and we will not need to sit up
at night with her now.
The usual entertainment and dinner was given and every-
thing passed off nicely. Friends were very kind and liberal in

i
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gending donations, We wish to thank friends in Sarnia,
Ridgetown and Chatham, through the LEAFLET, for especial

and
the w

remembrance. We
During the last month we got two new pupils, one & boyof B ting o
about four years old, the other a little fellow of eighteen unpa
months, whose mother went away and left. The father gave India
him to us a few Sundays ago. He did not seem to know what it a doz:
was to be petted and would cry if we looked at him or spoke t, smok
him, but in a few days that wore away and he is now as happy ¥ fora’
as any child could be, and the pet of the household. of us.
Everything is going on nicely at the school ; none of the chil- [ snd v
dren have been home this winter. Louisa and Katie are’goine out {ll blank
to service in another month, to families in town. Louisa leads |l sible,
the singing in the infant class in the Sunday School. I need B mana
not write more fully of our work, as you know it all so well. The
We are glad the winter is passing away and long for the time W visit =
when the nineteen pairs of feet will be able to run on the prairie. [ them
There are many old and feeble ones at the tepees who are nut [l Some
standing the winter very well ; we are doing all we can for them, [ shive:

but they give no signs of belief in Christ; it is hard, very hard to Bhelp
talk to them. shaw)
We know we are remembered with our work in prayer by the Bnott:
ladies of the Board, and are strengthened by the knowledge. We
We grow weary in the work at times, but never of it. Miss [he an
Fraser joins me in sending kind regards to the ladies of the [§amov
Board, it wil
but »

The Opening of a New Mission. open

our

FROM MRS. WRIGHT.
Rolling River Misston, Minnedosa, Feb. 12, 18%4.

You will have noticed by the February ¢ Record ” that a new
Indian Mission has been started on the Rolling River Reserve,

—— . -,
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iia,

and that Mr. Wright and I have been chosen to take charge of
sial

the work.

Ve have been here for over two weeks now, and are busy get-
ting acquainted with the Indians. We have not had time to
unpack our buxes or get our hvuse in order yet, we have so many
Indian callers. We had seventeen visitors to-day. When half

y of
.een
ave

tit W adozen of them get crowded into our little kitchen and start
3 tu smoking their kine ka-inck, we are almost forced to go outside
ppy [ for a breath of fresh air. Poor little baby feels it more than any
of us. The Indian women have taken a great fancy to him,
chil- [ and whenever they get a chance, tuck him under their dirty old
: out, | blankets. I try tokeep him out of their sight as much as pos-
eads J sible, but the house is so small that this cannot always be
need B managed.
. The Indians are very poor and miserable. We were out to
time MR visit some of them last week, and I saw more misery among
sirie. @ them in one day than I saw all the time I wasat the Crowstand.
s nut [l Some of the poor things have hardly enough on to cover their
hem, [ shivering bodies. One poor old woman came a long way for
rd to Bbelp to-day ; she was dressed in an old print dress and part of a
shawl. She fairly hugged the stove when she came in and could
y the @not talk to us until she had taken two cups of hot tea.
edge. We expect the Interpreter here in a couple of weeks. Then
Miss lhe and Mr. Wright will have services on the Reserve. By the
£ the [ amount of offerings hanging out fur the Spirits, we think that
it will be very hard to get the Indians to listen to the Gospel,
but we have only to wait, and pray that their hearts may be
opened to receive the blessed truths. Please rernember us and
our band of Indians in your prayers.
8%¢.

anew
18ETVE,
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SUPPLY DEPARTMENT.
Acknowledgments of Clothing.

FROM REV. C. W. WHYTE.
Kamsack, Feb. 9, 1894.

It was only last week that we got the last of our stuff in from
Yorkton station, It was the Kingston consignment. It may
appear curious that I should have left it out there so long, but
1 did it just because I thought it best. If it had been here we
would have been bothered with people coming after it, and it
would probably have disappeared long ago, and some who need.
ed help toward the middle and end of the winter would be left
without.

As I said in my last letter the supply sent us this year has
been most liberal. The Kingston people sent us a splendid lot
of quilts, and the dresses for the old women were just the thing,
I have distributed almost all of them among the poorest of the
widows. How pleased they were! It would have done you
good to see how thankful they were. Two old women who were
nearly blind seemed to ake great pleasure out of handling these

nice warm clothes.

Wehave niways made it a rule to have the people pay for
the clothing, if possible, in some way or other. They bring
wood, and wash, and scrub, and tan hides, and get out rails, and
make moccasins, and sew up patch-work quilts—in fact, we take
anything at all that can be used about the mission for these
clothes. This you can easily see gives us a great deal of trouble,
but it is a great advantage to many of the Indians to be able to
get them here. Some of the lazy ones think they should get
them for nothing, ard, in fact, sometimes tell us that these clothes
are sent up for the Indians, and that we have no right to sell

them. And in one or two cases children have been taken away
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from the school because we refused to agree to the demands
f their parents. But, of course, we need not wonder at that
for the same kind of thing is often noticed among white people,

We have much, however, to be thankful for ; the attendance
at services this winter has been very good and much interest has
been shown. The number of children in school is greater than

m ever befoxp stnce the exodus to Regina. Their health during
‘“3; the present winter has been excellent, much better than last
u

winter. Their progress has also been good this winter. We had
an examination lately infall the work of the school—cooking,
sewing, etc., school work and all. Some of them did very well
and showed that they were able to put into practice what they
had learned. We expect the examination, which I intend to
conduct periodically, to be quite a stimulus in the regular daily

has

ot work. . .

, Feb. 16th.—My last mail brought me your note with copy of

l:ﬁ shipping bill of clothing from Ormstown Auxilisry. We shall
¢ likely be able to get their parcel in some day mext week. It

3::; was very thoug‘htful of the Ormstown people to send us out &

Lese bundle of clothiny. How very pleasant it is to see that we are

being remembered in all corners.
Thank you for your kind wishes regarding the weather. The

.f or fact is that up here the winter could hardly be called severe.
r:li It was not nearly so bad aslast winter. Our buildings have
take bnth. been very c?mfortable. You may not know that we are
hese outsxdfe of the blizzard belt, and while the thermometer falls,
’u’ble eo}netlmes down to sixty or seventy below zero, we have but little
le té wind, and these low .temperatures are not nearly so terrible as

they sound to Ontario ears.
lot%lz'; The health of both staff and children has been good. I se€

that Mr. McKay, of Round Lake, remarks upon the absence of

v sell B oorofula this winter, and we have had exactly the same experi-

away
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ence. Last winter some of our children suffered very much from

these gores and very few were free from them altogether. This 0:
winter we have only one case and that is a mild one. “H
- Lew
FRO3{ 3{RS. WRIGHT.
Rolling River Mission, Minnedosa, Feb, 13, 1894,

We received several bundles of clothes from different parts
of Manitoba, but not nearly enough to satisfy the demands that
are daily made.

Do you think we can get any help from Mission Societies in ,]
the east? We need blankets or bailts and something to make beir
jackets for the womsn more that anything else. A number of Rev
basques were sent in the bundles, but they are useless for the .‘
Indian women. We also need needles, thread, yarn and print, neit
for I would like to teach them to sew and knit. Seas

If theschool is opened next summer we will need clothing for hﬂf
the boys and girls to help coax them in. ;;Z

¢

FROM MISS BAKER. ;EL l:

262 Bushop Street, Montreal, Feb, 12, 1894, -

Sometime after I left Prince Albert the clothing was received, L
and I can assure you I do feel 30 grateful to the Maitland Pres. ;’" !
byterial Society for such a generous and well-assorted supply as iff

I hear was sent, everything was so good. ova

The pants for the boys were such a treasure; of quilts also o
there wae an abundant quantity, and T am so glad that the last fel.t
days of the poor old woman, of whom I have spoken, were opL
made comfortable out of the good things sent. :::

Words cannot be found to express thanks. I can only sayasl
have done before, God bless and reward all who labour in the
W.F. M. S. Theschools in the North-West could not go on the

without their support.

ges
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Corrections.
On page 303, line 19, March LEAFLET, read * Howick " for

«Howels” ; also “stove” for ““stool,” in last sentence of Mr.
Lewis' letter.

MISSION STUDIES.
By Miss FERRIER, CALEDONIA.
(Seventh Paper.)
TrE Couva DiISTRICT.
I have in a former paper spoken of the cause of this district
being chosen as the second centre for mission work, and of the
Rev. T. Christie’s settlement there in 1874,

bl(:f At that time, Couva was rather inaccessible, there being
n: neither railway mor good roads in the district, and in the rainy
N 'y

seasun it was difficult to reach the different estates even on
horseback. It was also very unhealthy, much of the land being
low and undrained. It is now greatly improved in these re-
gpects, more land being under cultivation, and a railway runs

through the district connecting it with Port of Spain and San
Fernando.

4. “Mr. Christie got as his first assistant, Balaram, already men-
:,'red, tivned asone of the first converts. Together they visited the
res different estates and villages at least once a fortnight, holding
ty a8 evangelistic services, visiting the sick and speaking to the people
privately, as opportunity offered, without which, Mr. Christie
| a0 felt preaching would not have much eifect, and as it was his
 Jast opinion that the work could best be done by men of their own
wers race, he employed a large portion of his time in training young
1 men so as to fit them for being Catechists, and the first sug-
z;a:he gestion in regard to a mission college was made by him.

The first church was opened in 1878, It was situated in
the centre of the district near one of the largest estates, with as



many as a thousand coolies within a mile of it ; a hundred ang
seventy-five of these attended the opening services, and appeareqd
much interested. Divine service, a Bible class and Sabbath
scnool were held in it each Lord’s day, and this had a good
effect upon the progress of the work, which had hitherto gone op
80 quietly that outsiders had little idea of how much was being
done. At that time there were about two hundred and forty
children attending schools, and nine young men receiving higher
instruction.

That year, Balaram having heard with much interest of the
then newly established mission in Indore, his native state, re.
turned to India, and has ever since been employed as a Cate.
chist in our work there.

Mr. Christie, after nine years of earnest labour, was compelled,
owing to the failing health both of himself and his wife, to leave
Trinidad. He died shortly after, and his wife and child did
not long survive him. They rest from their labours, but the
work to which they gave their lives goes on.

Mr. Grant and Lal Bihari kept up all the religious services
until the arrival, in 1884, of the Rev. J. K. Wright, who laboured
with much success in the district for four years, when the state
of Mra, Wright’s health made it necessary for him also to resign,
The other missionaries again took charge, aided by a student from
Nova Scotia, until, at the close of 1889, a new missionary, ths
Rev. F. J. Coffin, was sent out. During the two years he wasin
charge the number of schools and Catechists employed was in-
creased, and all departments of the work were in a satisfactory
condition. When the mission college was opened, Mr. Coffis
was transferred to San Fernando, and his place in Couva taken
by the Rev. A. Thompson, the missionary now in charge. Sab
bath services are regularly held at eleven different stations, and
occasionally in several other places. There are eleven Catechists
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employed ; eighty-eight members in full communion, and seven

and hundred children attending schools,
E““‘ Miss M. Archibald, the first missionary teacher in the
ath Conva school, died suddenly, after having been only a short time

good on the field, in 1887. She had been pursuing her work with

1€ on great ability and diligence, and her so early removal from a
yeing position of so much usefulness is one of the mysterious dealings of
furty God’s providence of which we can only say that what we know
igher not now, we = hall know hereafter. Her place was for some time

vacant, but is now filled by Miss Fisher, who went out in 1890,
and has proved an efficient teacher and earnest missionary work-
er. Two bright, intelligent heathen boys attending her school
are so anxious to learn that, though they have to work hard to
support their mother and little brothers, they manage, by begin-
ning the day’s task very early, to get to school three hours aday,
going back to the fields again in the afternoon.

It is very hard to keep the heathen girls at school long
enough to learn to read, the parents thinking it useless for them
to do so ; and not much has yet been done in the district in the

f the
@, Te.

Cate.

relled,

leave
d did
1 the

iwvices B oy of special work for women, but some of the female converts
soured I8 -1 doing what they can to instruct their heathen neighbotrs. Oue,
2 state B8 paving no time to attend school, learned from her fellow workers

in the cane fields to read Hindi, and then began to study

resign.
the Bible, with which she is now so well acquainted, that she is

1t from

R g tl}e quite capable of assisting her husband, wko is one of the Cate-
wasil Bchists. Another Christian woman, who makes her liviog hoeing
vas - guin the fields for very small wages, is always at her place in the
factory Bhouse of God, and never fails to bring a weekly offering to help
- Coffio by, support the mission. Such proofs of success are cheering to

the workers, who will, we trust, yet see an abundant harvest re-
sulting from God’s blessing on their labours.
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The Marathi School at Indore.

# Miss Sinclair writes, enclosing a photograph of the girls of
the Boarding School, and ment ons the marriage of one of the
girls; the first marriage in the school. Speaking of the rein-
@R forcements to the Mission staff, Miss Sinclair expresses her
[ pleasure that Miss Dougan has begun the study of Marathi
JB with a view to taking over the City School. ¢‘That Marathi
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School,” she writes, “was my first love in India, and I am glag
such an appointment has been made. Marathi is a very Adiff.
cult languaye, and specially difficult to learn here, a8 it is unly
spoken by a section of the people.”

NOTICES.

The Board of Management meets on the first Tuesday of every
month, at 3 o'tlock p.m., and un the remaining Tuesdays of
each month at 10 a.m., in the Board Room of the Bible and
Tract Societies, 104 Yonge Street, Toronto, Members of
Auriliary Societies, or other ladies interested in the work and
desiring information may attend a meeting if introduced by a
member of the Board.

Letters concerning the organization of Societies, and all
matters pertaining to Home work, are to be addressed to Mrs,
Shortreeg, 224 Jarvis Street, Toronto. The Home Secretary
should be notified at once when an Auxiliary or Mission Band is
formed.

Letters asking information about missionaries, or any question
concerning the Foreign Field, as to Bible-readers, teachers or
children in the various Mission Schools, should be addressed to
Mrs. Harvie, 80 Bedford Road, Toronto.

Letters containing remittances of money for the W.F.M.5,
may be addressed to Mrs. Maclennan, Treasurer, 10 Murrsy
Street, Toronto.

All requests for life-membership certificates should be sent to
Mius Bessie MacMurchy, 254 Sherbourne Street, Toronto, to be
accompanied in every case by a receipt from the Treasurer of
the Auxiliary into which the fee has been paid.
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Miss Shortreed, Assistant Home Secretary, 224 Jarvis Street,
Toronto, will conduct correspondence with Mission Bands, and
bl be glad to receive items of news or helpful suggestions relat-
ing to t‘fxis branch of the Society’s work.

All letters to the Board not directly bearing upon work
wecified in the above departments should be addressed to Miss

aight, Corresponding Secretary, Morvyn House, Jarvis Street,
Toronto.

The President’s address is, Mrs, Ewart, 66 Wellesley Street

Toronto.
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