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%@ S@ecwﬁ Committee appointed to inquire into
: ~ the State of Agriculture in Lower Canada; the
means of improving it and offacihwm
mﬂementoftheWmLm&g have ﬂnehomm
%Repor&, as f@ﬂows '

Y@w@mnmxmehwe to obmethtthemmvv
whmhﬂ:eyw at their disposal in. accomplishing
the first part of their task, were necessarily wvery

. much Kmited from the total absence of statistics of 2

- Wman&&attheyhawmhedmﬂm

. opinion: of persons whose assistance they bave .

avﬁe&&emdmofmthwhbonamdwhmhﬁ-
ters are annexed to this Report; these Documents,
‘Yw@ommmbegiesvem submit to the serions
consideration of Tour Honorsble Houss, . .~ .

Y@mCommttee have given to the: snbjmm-'

-‘ .:Mwmwmmammnwhwhnsmy !



: por&;a,nce deserves ; amﬁ in the performance of their
" duty, have not for a moment lost sight of the fact,
that the soil holds ﬁﬁe fist place among the natural
riches conferred upon a people, and that of all the
arts, that which has for its object the cultivation of
* the soil, is the most worthy of occupying the atten-
tion of Economists and Legislators. : .

Your Committee obserye with 4 degrée of: saties

faetmn, in which Your Honorablé House and the
~ country will participate, that the inquiries they have
felt bound to institute, have enabled them to say
that Agriculture has made great progress during late
years, and that all classes of society, and especially '
the educsted; have turned their attention to this im-
portant science. The time has gone by when the
- educated youth were satisfied with merely admiring
the noble examples of the great men in different
ages who gave their attention to Agriculture, and

" »' -confined themselves to such barren admiration. The

impetus “has been given—apathy has disappeared—
yét anotlier effort, and ‘the cause will go forward
- without assnstamce, and with that onward tendency
which, the preceding 1 movement. has Jent. to. ‘the ideas
and actmm of -men; .. : .. _
A few Fears -ago, Lour, Commnttee wmﬂ& have -
been ata loss to find a sufficient number of -persons
$o assist them in their mvestagamons. Now, how-
éver; ot @,onsu]‘mng the ‘organs of the press, Your
Committee experience 3 different kind of embarrass-
ient—the difficnlty of selection. - Among the great
number of ‘persons whose zeal in the cause of Agrw
- éultute 5 of public notoriety, it became the business
of Your Committee rather to'endeavour to limitthe
numberof their apphcaﬁom, than to make selections
it-being neécessary to avoid rendering too soluminous
ke éacﬁmems t6 be exanined, dnd which sre a&-
tached to the presem Report as'an’ A@p@n&m
- Your Committee, in the frst place; were: mqmmﬁl,
46 examine into the present state ‘of Agriceltnre in-
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Lower Cana&a, and wzﬂ Bow procee& to emer m&@ | o

o that difficult part of their investigations. - _
- The state of advancement of- Agmcuﬁﬁum am@ngd .

-  peoplé may, in a greater or less degres, be inferred

" from the comforts which they enjoy, taking into ac-
~ count the natare of- the soil and influence of the ‘cli- -

mate .of the country they mhabm, and is to be

compared, in its relations with the progress of human
knovledge, to the state of advancement attained 'by'
* other nations: placed under similar or analogous ¢hr-
cumstances: - “ It is in faet,” says Mr. J. ohnswn,
- his‘Report of an Agricultaral exploration in New
Brunswick, “the actual condition of the practical
. Agriculture of a country, which will detérmine the
- actual productiveness of its soil ; while, on the other
~ hand, the possible pmductweness of 'its soil being
' hmwn, the amount  of produce actually raiséd must
 serveasan’ m&exoftheactuaﬁ condmonofthe ﬁgm
caltural practice. .- . -
Ymu' Committee will mow enter mto ﬂw cm&er.
n of these different pomts in so far as they relate .
_~  the actual state of Agficulture in. Lower Cana- -
ﬁa -and;-in the first place, they lay down asam .
_ eetahﬁxshed principle, that few countries have been
-more highly favoured than Lower Canada as
mspec&a the quality of theseil 5 and that the position
it holds in point  of climate is in nowise unfavousr-
able. -The ‘more. the :climate of Lower Canada s

 exainined with the eye of & practical observer, the

Vmoreeonmee&weheceme afmeﬁct,ﬂmmt maﬁy—»
ﬁmﬁg bat unfaveurable. - - .

-The result-of wenqmrymsmme&m Nemens-

- wick {the climate of which is similar to curs), proves

- it to be a fact, that the cold and show of Gur winters

have a fertilizing effect upow the soil, and naturdlly

o produce a degree of frinbility in the doil whick else-

where camnot. ‘be obtained. but by dint of Inbour.
The durabillity of the productive-ficulty of our land
i3 -such that even: ap this day our meadows yield,
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without culture, double as. much as they would do
in England or on the continent.

Those who complain of the shortness of our agri-
cultural season, meet an amswer in the rapidity of
vegetation, which leaves no interval between the
white covering of cur joyous winters and the luxu-
riant verdure of our meadows. Those who contend
. that the wintering of our cattle involves the agricul-
turist in enormous expense, may be answered by
. saying, that it is yet a question, even in more south-
* erly climates, whether it is not an immense advan-
- tage to keep catﬂe h@use& during the greater portion
of the year.

This frivolous and o'mundless objec‘&.non, urged -
against the climate of Low;er Canada, is one of those
prejudices which will disappear like many others
which, by creating imaginary evils, prevent the peo-
ple from peaceably enjoying those blessings which -
Providence has extended o them, and accuse nature
~ of producing the misfortunes which are atmbum’bﬂe
only to discouragement.

- If Liower Canada should not be pmspemus, it will

‘be owing neither ¢o its geographieal position, the in~

feriority of its soil, mor the dnsa&van&ages of nts cli-
mate. -
Speakiag of the present state of Scotland as an
agricuitaral country, compared with its former posi-
 tion, the learned Scotchman, above alluded to, says:
—¢ Tt climate has been tamed and deprwed of its
 ferrors. Its most worthless portions in Caithness,
 and even in the Orkney Islands, have been sub-
s dued to the culture of wheat. Its pﬁoughmen are
% ranked among the best in the world. Iis MM@
56 husbandry is universally prased.” -
' Your Committee have obtained a copy of & paper
* written by Dr. Winder, the Librarian of Your
Honourable House, in which the climates of Upper
and Lower Canada ave compared. It will be seen.
- from this work, & copy of which is annexed %o this
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Report, that there is scarcely anj difference in the
average range of temperature. It is also proper to

.. observe that, &m'mg the mid-winter months, when

the temperature is much lower in Lower- sham in -
Upper Canads, it is of Hittle consequence to the
plant whether the cold varies a few degrees more or
less, as the snow protects the earth from the too vio-
lent action of the frost. In proof of the Little diffe-
rence in the climate of Upper and Lower Canada, as
zegards its influence upon Agriculture, the natural
© . productions of the soil are the same in both sections

- of the Province, and in both are similarly affected by
the circumstances of exposure and implantation.
The cultivated products are also the same, with the
exception of certain fruits. The foliage of the
horse-chesnuts which grow on the glacis of the cita~
del of Quebec,ns as rich and their form as fine as

those found in Toronto or the District of Niagara.

At one hundred and twenty miles below Quebes, -
apples are produced, inferior to those grown at Mon-
treal, but equal in flavour to those of Upper Canada;
‘and the same quality of fruit may be. produced
 wherever the soil is properly chosen, and the onchards
.amahdwre&bymmnsofmﬂfomttrm
The pecple of Lower Canada, taken in the aggre-
gate and without distinetion of race, ave inferior to
no other nation in point of intelligence, health, dex-
 terity, and strength; they possess, in a greater de-
| @mperhapsthmany other, that amisbility and
unaffected cheerfulness which contribute more than
is mmmtmly supposed to both health and bappizness.
They are inferior to manyothemmthmgmﬁtopoh— :
@caﬁ,ané above all, agricultural education. - These

. Bacts are insisted on by Your Committee in order to

@mve%hamhe country possesses all the advantages
- pecessary to make Liower Canada any thing that its

may desire. Nothing exhibits greater |
J wmheﬂs than $o cryom» “Ttis mpossnbﬁe I” nothing,
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on the other hand, evinces greater aﬁ;reng% than ﬁhe
exclamation, 1 am determined {”

If we were to judge of the present state of Agm—
culture in Lower Canada by the ease in which the
" majority of our farmers live, and especially by a

comparison of our products with those ‘of other
' countries, and particularly European countzies; keep-

ing in view the comparative extent of population,

we should be tempted to look upon Agriculture as
much further advanced here_ than it actually 3s. In -
- France the value of the grain raised amounts to but
75 francs per head of the population, ‘while it Ca-
nada it amounts to more than 90 francs per head.
In Engiand, where cattle are more numercus than
in any country in the world, there are found; accord-
ing to Mr. Rubichon, but 13,505 heid of cattle ¢o
every thousand farming. families, whilé in Canads,
each thousand similar families pessesse&, in 28459
upw@s of 18,000 head. -

- In 1831, in Lower Canada, ‘whez ﬁze ﬁy was mﬁ;
prevalent, the wheat harvest gave 6.65 bushéls for
each inhabitant ; while in Upper@ nada, in 1843; it
smounted only to 6.62 each: and in ‘the United
States, in- 1840, @nﬁy 4.96. But this. iséwingto
causes arising from very different cizeumhstances’s the
principal of which, as regards thé countries of Ean- -

. zope, 1 the velative exfent of cultivated. land com-
o Em'ed mﬁh the mtai amowt 4)f ﬁhe &m@mﬁm

popuiaticn
s The possnb@e ym&uemenees @f %he sonﬂ bemg
g Emom, as Mx. Johnston says in- ﬁ:ha«ﬁﬂwm cited
passage, ° the actuel production will serve as'am
« m&ex of the cmzdman @ﬁ' ﬁae Agmcaﬂﬁmmﬂ g@mc-
s 4Hee”

Your @@mmme% for want @f the requisite amm-
fics to determine %%epm&ucﬁve capasity of the'sdl,
2dmit what s the general opinion, that the 'sefl eet-
tainly does mot m‘@ﬁa@e as mmch a¢ might be ez-

pected from its quaﬁaty ,
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- Your Comsmittee, in support of this view, refer to
' Qﬁae letters annexed to this Report, and especially to
that of Mr. William Patton, of St. Thomas, wheo
fornishes details respecting the produce derived from
50 arpents cultivated under his care, apd adds: “I
% mention this to prove our land will produce
% equal to any land on the continent, if properly
2 managed.”. Mﬂjm’ Campbell, in his answer tothe
* Comnittee, says :— Generally speaking, the land in
“ cultivation does not produce much more than a
- ¢ fourth of what it might do, were a better system
“ introduced.” * The present state of the Agricul-
“ tural department in the Eastern Townships,”
says Mr. Gustin, “is, generally spwhng, in g des
s pmdandembzmassdmdimn,especmﬂyamm'
% the ordinary class of Farmers, or thoss dependent

& ontkexmme&m%eavmlaafthwh%mmmpm‘ .

s their families and defray their annual expensess”.
The principal cause of this state of thingd is, %a—‘
yond a doubt, that which. is pointed out in the letter
" of the Rev. Mr. Deamlmem, of the College of St.
Hyacinthe:~< Up to the present time,” mys: the-
learned - proféssor, % the’ agricultural popnlatwn ‘of.
%_the country have exercised their industry on'newly.
% cleared lands, covered and enriched by the vegeta--
“ ble matter of the forests, and consequently pos-
* seasing 3 lnating ferﬁlwy Mmm&byagmf o

%&erewnot, mdeed,theahadnw 0f a&cub&th&&
the astonishing festility of -the scil has_given riss,
" withus, to the existing evil; withus, poverty has.

' %mmnmdbymgzmtabundmm,m on'the’

other hand, thie lessons we have been tanght by’ ad-: -

vereity will farn t0 our advantage. ~ Sich deas-’
b@nghﬁ exner 1en 2 .
p@ehvealmﬂybegmmpemxm,mtha Rev. Mz
- Dielagdy of P'ldlet, justly remarks, «That adversity
s makemme wiser ; ‘and . ﬂmtsnme the mmm.hme
‘ E 5. TR

will not soon be forgotten. . Peg- -
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@ been 50 m&m&fuh Agriculture has made remwk— '
“ gble progress.”

The Agricultural popuﬂatnon of Lower Canada
I’mave ofien been reproached, bitterly, with not having
sooner a&opie& a good system of cultivation; and in
doing s0, the faults of the present system have often
been, in certain respects, exaggerated; and the very
peculiar position of the Lower Canadian population,
compared with - that of the countries of Europe and
of other parts of North America, has been lost sight
of. * It is not many centuries since Agncuimre has
taken that posntwn which it now occupies in Europe,
both as a sciénce andas an art ; and, at this very day,
many Eurcpean countries. are. hardly better, if not
worse situated, than Lower Canada in this respect. -
In the countries in which Agriculture has made such
progress as cannot {00 much delight the friends of
bumanity, it is due to an older state of society; and,
above all, to necessity, the parent of all 'nnduéstry :
In the other parts of North America the importa-
tiom of practxcai kmowledge and foreign capital has
given rise to a state of things which Liower Canada,
from her very peculiar pomtnon, hasnot.been capable
. of attaining, at least for the major part of her popu—’

Eamn. Indeed, so‘soon. as that state of ¥
~ which latterly - consumed the whole energy of the -
enlightened part of that population, began to disap~
pear, a portion of that class of citizens turned their
_ attention to Agriculture, which ought now to be the

principal object of the stn&y and efforts of every
friend to his country. . It is in this light that every
thing is looked upon in ﬁhemnghboumg States, and - -
they have. understood, according - to the opinion of -
* Mr. Goodrich, Secretary of the State of Vermont -
Agncuﬂtnmi Society, that the advancement of Agri-
culture i a question “of as great importance. as
¢ the fact, whether GenemE Taylor of General Am-. .
-« pudia fired: the first gun on the banks of the Rio
.. % Grande, or whetﬁm a whig ora democrat shaﬂﬁ be
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“ made & Justice of the Peace in some mountain
“ yillage containing half a dozen families.” -~
In&ependently of all other defects, there are three
capital vices in the system generally followed in
Lower Canada: one relates to manure, another to
- the rotation of crops, and the third to the raising of
cattle. These three evils arise from the same cause
- which is above mentioned. The primitive soil, which
was in itself endowed with an extraordinary fertility,
- which yielded abundant harvests without the use of
manure, or rather with the manure deposited om ‘it
for centuries, rendered the work of man useless, or
rather of less utility in this respect. The virgin state
of -the soil and its durability, admitted of the same
~ crops being raised on the land for several years.
Wheat being the most profitable grain, nothing but
wheat was sown, and all the land was sown with it;
what was barely sufficient for the stock of cattle
kept, being only just what was necessary, and the
- manure farhished by them not being taken into con-
~ sideration. .~ Thus our soil went on getting poorer -
until having lost all its strength it ceased to produce

wheat, or produced only a sickly grain mthont suff-

cient strength to resist accidents. The evil arose ¢o
suddenly, and was so little expected by the agricul-
tural class, who enjoyed, without anxiety, the blessings
of the present, that’ many persons were utterly dis- -
couraged, and resigned themselves, with all the apathy

 of -despair, to zn-evil which they thought it ‘beyond .

their power to put an end to. "~ It maybensefuiw
- remark here, that ‘abundant harvests ‘had ngen a
 great number a taste for luxury, which is the cause-
- of -a large portion of our popuhhon bemg deepiym -
debt at the pmsent day. \ ,

" The other defects in our present sys%em, pmnted
out in most of the commnmcatxons ‘which have beén_
received, and - which- Yom' Commxttee mnot foo

much recommend to the attention of Your Honorse -

ble House, amsefmm the waat of nmpmved instra- <
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" mients;, the imsufficiency of the drainage in certain
Districts, the complete destruction of our forests,
part of which should be preserved for shelter and
part- for sugaries. The want of attention shewn by
the Liegislature on this subject; the want of agri-
cultural education, and the absence of a sufficient
- market, are also pointed out.

- Your Committee cannot consider the want of a
market as one of the causes which can have retarded
the progress of Agriculture, for if we compare the

prices obtained by our agriculturists with those ob-
tained by the farmers on the borders of Liakes Erie, -
Huron, and Michigan, and in all that territory which
is- commonly called the West, it will be seen that
their distant position and the exzpenses resulting
-therefromn, have this effect, that the producer, in those
sections, has never been able, nor ever will be able-
_ at any time; or-in any market in the world,. really to
obtain for his produce the same price which our agri~
- culturists obtain for theirs. Your Committee are
nevertheléss of. opinion, that the improvement of
the navigation. of the St. Lawrence and of the in-

. . land communications, will have the effect of greatly

. incressing the. price obtained for the produce of our .
* agricultural mdustry, by’ diminishing. the cost of
- transport, which is comparatively  enormous for the
- whole of the popuﬂanon inhabiting: the lower part of
the. river, in. consequence of: the almost utter impos-
sibility, from the want of wharves, of their dammng '
any advantage from steam mvagataon. .
Your Committee will now enter upon- the most
difficult -part of their task, that of suggesting the
mm -which the Government has within its reach
for the improvement of Agriculture. . It is at this
. moment, especially, when good harvests scems to be .
) z'emmnng to s, that . we should profit by the recent-
experience which we have obtained. from advessity,
and induce the. population of the country pazts:to
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use all the me#né which 2 new prosperity my fur-
nish them in order to prevent new misfortunes.

MEANS SUGGESTED FOR THE ADVANCEMEN’E‘ oF
AGBICULTURE- ’

. In rewmmendmg the means tobe adopted for the
advancement of Agriculture in Lower Canada,
- Your Committee have only selected from among all

that have been presented. or suggested, those, .the
pxactlcabxhty of which is incontestable, and which

have. already successfully been brought into opera- .

taon in other countries. ‘The whole of these means

- together will not entail upon the Province the ex-

penditure of ‘a greater. sum than that for which the
- public credit is now pledged under.laws actually in
force, .including the yearly donation voted by, the
* Legislature,. for the Agncuﬁmraﬂ Soczety of Lower
Canada.. -
. The means recommended, and whlch Yom‘ Oomr
mittee have thought it their duty .to take into con-
 sideration,. ave :—Agricultural Societies; such 28
-already exist;: Model Farms, with Schools of Agricul-
~_ture; the:publication of Elementary Treatises:to he -

distributed: gratuitously among the population of

the country parts; and the schools ; the. publication
. of a:Journal, and the appointment of two Superin-
- - tendents.. - As regards the formation of & system.of

- .agricultural - credit, a8 recommended .by: the: Rex.
Mr. Pilote; of the College of St. Anne; thepmm' ‘
wation:and . plgnting of trees for. shdtar, -88; Tecom-
mended by Mr. - Langevin, and many other:sugges-
tions of importanee, and worthy of theattentionofthe
friends. of Agriculture; they. do not cone-within the
- ‘action of the Liegislature; and beaidesail- ﬂmﬂhmgﬂ‘
will come - within the attributes-of- the Supetinten-

 .dents, a pomon of whoae dtmee wﬂibemmm | k

ms&mctmn.
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Your Committee will now enter upon the examin-
ation of these various means of advancement, and
the results they think themselves justified in expect~
ing therefrom; they will then proceed to give an
outline of the financial part of the system taken ass
whole.

.In coming to the determmatlon '&o recommen&
the use, at the same time, of the various means above:
mentioned, Your Committee were desirous of con- -
forming to the different suggestions made to them,
and find themselves confirmed in the propriety of
pummo these various means into practice, by the ex- .
perience furnished by foreign. countries in whick a
 similar system has produced wonderful effect. Your .
‘Committee did not lose sight of the very just remark
of Mr. Watts, M.P.P., who says, (speaking of the ~

Liower .Canadian,population,) ¢ they are not a tra~
velling community, and if they are to learn, some
one must come forward to teach them. ” By com-
bining several means together, the attention of the
agricultural class will be engaged on every side, and .
once convinced, once fairly started, none will advance
- further towards improvement than the Lower Canada
agriculturist, for none is endowed with greater in-
telligence, courage, strength, or skill, than he. : .
" That Agricultural Societies, as they exist.and are
conducted at this day, have done good, there'can be no
doubt, and the fact is established in most of the let-
ters annexed to this report; but at the same timeit
is certain they have mot pmduceé all the ‘results
which were expected. In many instances, the con-
tingent expenses and the costs of managément have -
amounted to exorbitant sums, compared with the -
. pecuniary. means of these societies :—for instance, in -
_ the Reports laid before Your Honorable House this
year, it appears that one of these Societies expended
~ £32 in managing an amount of £209; auother £24
' for contingencies, when the revenues of the Society
amounted to @niy £E53 %ns has }na& the eﬁ'w& of
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fcreatang, among the agricultural popuiatmn in‘many
- localities, .a spirit of distrust and suspicion. There
should be (and there are) in each County a sufficient
‘number of able. men, sufficiently friendly. to their
country to conduct these associations without receiv-
ing any emolument. An appeal of this nature to
. the enlightened class wxll find an echo.in every Coun-
ty in Lower Canada. | Another defect of these So-
~ cieties is pointed out hy Mesars. Pinsonnault and
Evans, in their Report ‘of . the Lower Canada Agri-
cultural Society for this year :— The benefit of ex-
- hibitions,” says the veport, ‘“aré generally partici-
pated in only by our best farmers, men of capital,

- and parties having their farms in good order, while

~ those who really require: instruction and encourage—‘
ment, are contmually excluded.” ~ - =
By the .existing law, each County is entxtled to

receive out of the consolidated revenue fund of this~

Province, 3 sum reble that subscribed in  theCounty,
provided the sum granted do not exceed £150. The’
only Counties thus benefitted are-those in whichs -
subacnptmn is made ; and in this respect it génerally
happens, or at.least it is reasonable to think so, that-

those who profit by theseprovmonsmexacﬂythosej o

who are the least in want of them.: - Such was not:
the object of the Legislature, whose. intention: was

rather to eplighten the agriculturists who were back- - -

ward than to recompensethose who were more ad-

vanced, .and thus in & manver force the former to
' improve -their ‘system, byleadmg them to expect &
reward as honorable as it is profitable. In thisre-
" spect, therefore, the grant for such Societies should be

general, and apply-to every County or division of a -

. County, independently of - any"consideration, Tt

".:wonldseemthaztheﬂmrmSocieﬁesmmem~

| . ghe apmmmﬁ Of BB

surplusage,’ andtﬁeymﬂbesoespemnﬂya&err
perintendents who will be en-
&msbed thh the duty oﬁ' spm&mg &om (aonnﬁy w-_ e
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- County, and %hroughout the. country, akmwie&ae of

the respective progress of the different localitiés. -
Une of the reasons why the existing Societies have

not produced the results expected from them, is that -
generally those defects of our system which mast be
removed, have been lost sight of, and that generally -
these ‘Societies have confined themselves to gmntmg
prizes for the finest animals and the finest specimens
of vegetable and grain produce. The object of these
agricultural comitic (as we may call them) is to-cure
the evils of the prevailing system, and to induce the
husbandman, by the B:ope of honorable distinctions
and of reasonable gain, to undertake improvements.
which will be surpaseed in another year by new com-
petitors, thercby creating s noble emulation and
gradually spreadmg the good effects of practical pro~
gress. It is therefore requisite, iu order to the at-
tainment of this object, that the greater part of the
- rewards granted, should be in favour of improvements

~which tend to strike at the root of the prinéipal
evils of our present. system: Your Commnttee hawe :
almdy pointed out what these are, :
’ “Your Committee therefore recomménd that a par&

 of the grant: be applied in favor of Exhibitios Socie--
ties, the amount to be apportioned according to the
 joint ratio of population and the extent of land oc--
cnpxed-—-two gonsiderations which it ‘is desirable to .
 keep in view in the distribution of sums destined for
the encouragement of Agriculture—the soil and the

Iabour bestowed on it, having anequalsharemths. ‘

- branch of industry. In dxstnbutmg the. pirizes,. care
should be taken to grant prizes for the following and
other similax objects, namely :—for the. best crop of.
. vegembles for cattle; for the greatest quanmy of-
manure, natural or artificial employed on & given ex-:
tent of land ;. for the greatept quantity of compast-or -
manure created by labiowr ;. for the must productive
meadow, acre for acre ;. for the largest flock of gattle. .
fed anpon the produce ta,ken oﬂ' a given- exten& of land.



*'17.

The object of these different prizes is evident. Ma-
nure is wanting on land, but we have it at hand in
the fish and sea-weed of the lower parts of the river,
" in the turf of our ‘bogs, in the application of various
natural improvements; the object of these prizes is
to induce the husbandman to bestow on his land
those manures which will enable him to feed a larger
number of cattle, which, in their turn, will furmsh
to the land all the juices it requires.

Your Committec must confine themselves to a
general and succinct statement of the various means
which they take the liberty of recommending to
Your Honorable House; but they cannot qmt the
g subject of these Societies without expresmng their
opinion, that:in every case, the prizes should: be -

awarded only to agriculturists living exclusively upon N

the produce of their agricultural industry, all other
_cornpetitors being merely exmtled to be honorably
tmentioned. - :
Your Commm:ee now come toAgncuﬁmral Scbods E
and Model Farms. It is impossible, without enor- -
mous expense; toestablish special Agricultural Schools
accompanied by Model Farms on a large séale.
From. calculatxons, the correctness of which is not
ini - the ‘least doubted by Your Committee, it ap-
pears that each of these. Model Farms would cost hot
less than "£3,500, and they would’ perhaps ‘be at-
- tended ‘only by ‘s few pupils belonging to a class,’
whick, by ‘it position; is the leastin want ‘of instrue-
tion ; -t is thierefore in the institutions now frequent~-
ed by ‘our youth ‘that the means: must: be found of

establishing such ‘Schools. Your: Commiittee-have: N

. great pleasuve in cmng, among ‘other authontnea, in
- support of ‘their ‘opinion, the’ weighty one ‘of Mz
Joknston, expressed by him in his report of the ex-

i ploration made by him in New Branswick.

Happily such institutions exist in Lower- Caxmda,
and can compare with those’ of more favoured coun<
tries; happﬂy we have a class of men in these insti-.
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- tutions who can perform grwt thmgs thh ‘Tittle
- means, who havmg bid an etérnal farewell to aﬁi
worldly enjoyments except that . of - -doing good; are
‘neither under the necessity nor i & position to” re-
quire salaries, but devote their whole life to the edu-
cation of youth askmrr in return- only food and raﬁ-
ment
" Your Committee therefore suggest, ﬂ:aﬁ a specnaﬂ

and annual grant be allowed to each of ‘the Colleges
of St. Hyacinthe, L’Assomption, Nicolet and St.
Anne; on condition that a Chair of Agriculture be
established for the instruction of their scholars; and
that-a portion of land, in the immediate vicinity of -
each institution, be cultivated as a Model Farm.
Your Committee have not consuited: the Directors
of these different institutions, hat do-not entertain
the slightest doubt s to. their inclination, and do net
. fear to.guarantee ‘their good will on this subject; a
similar grant might be made for the same purpose in
the 'Eownshlps, at one of the Academies where a por- .
tion:of the youth-whio speak the English tongue reteive
their education, . Thus with. less expense than the'
establishment:of one singlé separate institution wounld
entail; and with a hundred fold the chanees: of gués
 cess, the country would be in possession of five insti-
tutions in which the whole of its youthi-could obtain:
a knowledge of the noble art of Agriculture; aknow~

" ledge which liundreds of young men would every:

year bring into practice on their-own. aceotmt, oF inj-

part o ‘their compattiots throughout.. the country..

Your: Committee. are so- fully convinced-of the im-

- portance. of - thig" arrangeme’nt, ‘that they feardessly
- express their conviction, that thié pldn alone is des~

* tined ‘to- advance the progress of - Agriculture-in
- Liower Canada moré fully than it is physmaﬂypom \.

ble to do by any other means. Your Committee;in

~ recommending & certain number of Colleges and one ]

. Academy only; have no. intention of depreciating the.

oﬂlers, but in doing so have mﬁy been influenced by.
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-ﬂwsmall amount. of means: which they hive to. re!y ’

- upon. The next means of spreading education; a
means which. Your Committee -cannot too much re-
commend, is the publication of an Elementary Trea~

~ tiseon Pmctmal Agriculture, to be printed inpamph-
~ let form and - distributed gratuitously to:all the

Schools and in the family of every agriculturist, -

In orderthat & treatise of this nature sheuld be

usefnl and produce the. desired. effect; it should (as
remarked by Dr. Dubé and the Rev. Mr. Ferland)

. be ehort, precise and’ clear, free from all selennﬁc,

terms and speculative ideas; in.a word, its sole ob-

_ ject should be to. teachtheﬁlleroftﬁesoilthemms :

- of amending his system by an appropriate rotation of
crops;. by the prodnctxon and apphmtwn of manure,
and by increasing and improving his steck ; -and alt
this without. any. other capital than his own labour
and that of his family. . Your Committee recommend
therefore that a competition be opened, ‘and & prize

_granted for the best elementary treatiss on Practical |
Agricultare, comprising all the 'different  qualities

' which bave just.been pointed out. ' A:boock: of this

sort, containing only a few. pages, ani profasely distri-
buted throughout the country. parts, would become
the subject of discussion and of practical study, whiek
. cannot fail toatiract the attention of the farmers; and
- immediatély to produce immense good. .- It is well

 known what influence pamphlem thos: distributed

have. hadnponthe ‘manners and ‘customs: ofm&mns. .

" This little work should be made a reading Book:in -

 the Schiools : the child’s ideas will, without any labour,

" beimpreised with the improvements whichare point-

- ed.out in it,.and he will; doubﬂess,pnt them mﬁo- ,
‘ pmctxca when he becomes older.. = . )

- Your Committee. further - -suggest: thataﬁ:e ammal‘

- gmnt allowed: to - the Lower. Canada: Agrienltaral

~ Society be increased and continued to them; on'cons -
- dition that they shall mﬂ publish: the Agricultaral
Journal in' French and English, and .endeavour to
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increase their library, and keep, as they now deg a
seed depét.

Your Committee are of opinion that the appomﬁ-_
ment of two Superintendents of Agriculture, one for
the Districts of Montreal, St. Francis, and the Ot-
. tawa; and the other for the Districts of Quebec,

Gaspé” and Kamouraska, is- absolutely ‘mecessary.

The Superintendent will form the managing part of
 the system, and together with the Professors of Agri-
culture in the Colleges, will constitute the tea.chma
body. His duties; as your Committee conceive, woul(ﬂ
- be to make annual tours of inspection in the Districts
within his jurisdiction; to publish an annual report,
containing as complete a description as possible of the
different sorts of soil, their means of improvement;
pointing out the defects in their cultivation, and
showing the means of remedying these defects; in a

- word, this report would be the channel through which

the Superintendent would convey to the pubhc the
result of his researches and studies.

The Superintendent should place hnmself in com--
munication with the Provincial Greologist and the
Chemist under him, in order to derive every advan-
tage from the information which can be obtained
on ~Agriculturel industry, from Geology and
Chemistry. He would moreover be one of the Di-
rectors of all Exhibition Sccieties and of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society, and visitor of the -
Agnciﬁmml Schooﬂs in the Semmanes amﬁ Acade- |
mies.

Such are the means which yom' Cemmnttee ﬁamk
it their duty to recommend to your Honorable
‘House; and the whole expense of which do not ex-

ceed the amount now appropriated, as Your Com- '

mittes will presently show. If your Honorable
" House should deem meet to increase the som which
~ is mow granted for the encouragement of Agmcnl&me,
& sum which is certainly small when we take into
consideration the immense importance of this branch
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of public economy, -and when we compare it with
the sums expended and promised for other branches -
of industry which are doubtless worthy of attention,
but of far less importance than Agncultm'e If;
therefore, Your Honorable House were disposed -to
" increase the grant by a few hundred pounds; Your
Committee would then recommend the following:
Increase the number of Agncultural Schools attached
~ to the Colleges and 'Academies, and grant, in diffe--
‘rent parts of Lower Canada, an annual sum of £200
- %o some good farmer, possessing & good farm’ and a
- sufficient number of. cattle, together with the advan-
tages of an elementary education, on condition of .
his cultivating his own farm as a Model one, under
the immediate direction of the Superintendent of his
- District, and obliging him to show and explain’ to
every visitor the details of his mode of * cultivation.
. This sum of £200 added to the -means -alréady in
his possession, would ensble him to improve his sys--
tem of cultivation and his breed of animals, and to
o pmcure instraments of a superior make, " at the
‘same time, that it would allow bim' to dzspose of.
a portion ‘of his time in ‘explaining the details of
bis ‘art ‘ to- his -visitors. - This is theonlymeans
‘Wbch Your Committee can see, to establish at
certain distances Model Farms calculated to meet-
the views and come within the reach of thegene— o
rality of farmers who wouldmorehkelyibe isco
than instructed by farms kept up on an axtenglve
: foohngandataheuvyexpense.
- Your Committee thus recapxtnlate .--the sml an&
 climate of Lower Canadaare favorable ﬁoAgnmﬂture;
' —the people are laborious and intelligent;. but: they
- do not, however, derive from the.soil more than
one-fourth of what it can produce: . the cause of this
is, that &he aystem of cnltlvatnonm bad. The prin- -
cipal defects of this system are: :—first, the want of an
appropriate rotation of crops; secondly, the want or
bad application of manures; thirdly, the littlecare -
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bestowed upon the breeding and keepmg of cattle 3
fourthly, the want of dmmmg in certain places;
fifthly, the want of attention given to the meadows,
and the production of vegetables for feeding cattle ;
sixthly, the scarcnty of improved agmcultuml imple-
ments.

The means recommended are :—first, County So-
cieties; secondly, the choice of prizes to be granted
at the different exhibitions; thirdly, the establishment
of Agricultural Schools and Model Farms in our
Colleges and Academies; fourthly, the publication
of elementary treatises on Agriculture ; fifthly, the
publication of a journal, together with the establish-
ment of a library and a public seed depdt; sixthly,
the appointment of Superintendents of Agriculture.
. Your Committee will now proceed to show how
the expenses of this arrangement can be covered by
the sum nmow appropriated, and which amounts to
£7,500, distributed as follows:— . .

For 36 Counties, at £150 each ..ccevverecess £5,400
Three Districts, entitled toan annual grantof
£500 each...........................- ........ - 1,600
" Annuity to the Lower Canada Agmculﬁ:umﬂ ,
Soczety csssevercesasancsee ssesssnnorsaressone 60@

 £1,500

_ Now, Your Committee suggesﬁ that this collec-
tive sum of £7,560 be distributed in the following
manner, in order to meet the expenses necessitated
by the various means above suggested for %he en~

o comagemem and advancement of Agriculture:—

F@r prizes to be granted by ¢he pubhc Exhn— | _
‘bition: Societies, & sum of...ceeceacensivict ..£4,000
‘being about £100 for every 20,000 souﬁs.

 For five Schools of Agriculture, with Model

Farms attached to Coﬂeges and Acade-

mnesy to ’be distributed in equal p@mwms 3 5@@

' ‘Camecﬁ aorwm'& eoses £5,5%
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| Brought forward.........£5,500
~ Premium to the author of the bést elementary K
“treatise, and for publishing the treatise
* in both languages (see Mesars. Lovell

& Gibson’s letter)....... vecrssesnsacasacsese 600

Annuity to the Lower- Canada Agncultural '
Society, for contmmng the publication of -

aJmal &c -------- eGencsssscecs vosscesessse - 7%

'Salary of two Supennten&ents, mcludmg ' ,
 their traveihng EEPEISES eececcrscescecsene 100
£7’,‘500

- After the ﬁrst year, the above mentnoned sum of

£6@0 for the printing of an clementary treatise,
would, for “the following years, be applied towsrds
the pubhcahon of the a.nmzal returns of the Supemi ‘
tendents.

Your Committee %hmk they have recommende&
%0 Your Honotable House, a system both complete .
and practncabfe,and ate supported in ﬂnsby theopinion
of foreign men of dcience; the recommendations rmade
%o them by persons whom they have consulted on the
subject, and the expenence derived from the etploy-.
ment of similar means in Europe, an& in sevei'aF .

States of the American Union. ‘
' Your Commitee, conformably to ‘the order of
- Your Honorable House, farther had under their con-

sideration the means to be adopted for facilitating . .

the settlementof the WasteLands—the only chance of
arresting -the progress of that thirst for emigration
which for ‘some years past has committed 8o mueh ,

* mischief among the youth of Lower Canada, -

" Your Committee will only makes few: rematks on
thas subject which occupied, Iast year, the atiention:
of 2 Committee appointed by Your Honorable: House
to inquire into the camses of the emigration which
. takes -place anmuslly - from Lower Canada o the

United States; Your Committee take the a&my of
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-drawing the attention of Your Honorable House to
the report made on that subject.

The principal means of inducing the youth of the
¢ountry to settle on the Crown Landys,‘ is, in the:
first place, to survey these lands and open roads, -
which will enable the poor settler to reach with fa-
’ cﬂxty the place at which he has to commence achiev-
ing, alone and unaided, one of the most difficult but
the noblest of all conquests. :

Your Committee may be permitted to remark to
Your Honorable House, that every sum expended
for the object in question is an advantageous loan for
the State, by the sale of the Crown Lands and the -
increase of the popu]atlon, every individual of which,
even the very poorest, is a source of revenue which
- flows through several channels into the public trea-

- sury. Independently of this consideration—which

can only serve as an answer to certain objectioms .

A aiways raised against improvements which are
. mnotin themselves productive of revenue—it is the.
- duty of a good government to meet the first wants
~ of its people ; mow the epening of roads and the sur-

- veying of the Crown Lands are the first wants of a
* Dew country, and it is'at ﬂus tlme the most urgem
~ one in Lower Canada. : :

Your Committee therefore recommend Yom' Ho—
norable House to entertain the -numercus: demands
made by Lower Canada for several years past.. If
the financial state: of the coﬁntry did not -admit of
the undertaking of these various roads and surveys
by ordinary means,” Your Committee would take -
" the liberty of suggesting to.Your Honorable House
the following method, namely, the issue .of debentures
bearing interest and redeemable at 2 period near that
at which the payment of thé land sold would fall due..
By issuing debentures to the amount of one-tenth of
- the value of 2 new township, there is no doubt thatall
the wants of the settlers in that Township would be
provided for, and that the redeeming of the deben-
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tures would be easily eﬁ'ecte& after a few years; the -

‘'sale of the lands, leaving a residue, the collective |

amount of which would be certainly double that of
 the territorial Tevenue at the present day, under a
system which, instead of facilitating the settlement
of the youth of the country on the waste lands,
~ seemsto throw every obstacle in their way.

- With respect to the other meaus of facilitating the
~ clearing of the Waste Lands, Your Committee refer
Your Honorsble House to the letters which form
the Appendix to the Report of this Committee, and
in particular to those of the Reverend Messrs. Fer-
land and Hébert. But before closing their observa-
tions on this subject, Your Committee think it their

duty to remark that the intention of formmg large

settlements ought always. to be kept in view, and .
for this purpose nothing could be better tham to
_ countenance those associations of settlers which are
being got up, and to encourage the. people to ges up -
others, cither by furnishing them with the means of -
opening roads and makipg other lmprovements ‘which
_are necessary in' new settlements, or by’ rem:ttmg to
the-association a sufficient proportion of the price of
the lands, to enable them to ‘meet the wpenses of
these works. : .

’Ehe whole respectfuﬁﬁy submatte&.

| J.C.TACHE,
: - Chairman.






- [Eaztract ﬁam the Order of Refereme.]

( Cnrcuﬂar )
Commmee Room, No 5

' COMMITTEE ON’ Aemcum'uns —_
' ~ Messrs. Tacez), (Chanrman)
Duceesnay, -
Fourqum, -
McConrELL,
Eean, _
- BouvtmimEm, .. N
. ARMSTRONG, and
- LacostE, ‘
o Appomteﬂ to mqmre into the State of Agmulmre '
in Lower Canada, the means of improying it and of
. facilitating ahesetﬂementofﬁaewasteLands,m' ‘
report thereon with all convenient speed, with power ‘
tosendforpersons,wem,mdrecord& G

Tomm'o, 14th June, 1850. S
: Sm» e ’
o The%mmt%emdwmmofmamg&omyw,
 at your earliest leisure, a synopsis of youropmonson
the different “subjeets - mentioned i the order of
 Reference, mextmet whereofmattaehe&t&ths
F.etter R T
The Commnttee depgnd upon the zeal wheh yon
have always shewn towards the advancement of Agri-
- caltare, - an&hmnotmbmttedmy@pemﬂqw
tion; bnt give you full latitude. . The Comxmttee_, '

nevertheless, take the Iiberty, particalarly to call your
aﬁtentnon to: ﬂne &ﬁ'emnt eﬁ'ects pre@uced %y @he
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- Agricultural Societies at present inexistence ; to the
results obtained from the establishment of Model
Farms, and the publication of elementary treatises .
" on Agriculture for distribution in the conntry parts
and especially among the Schools. = -

- As the Committee are desirous of reportmg as’
soon as: possnble, they request you to answer at your
~ earliest convenience, and rely upon the information -
you shan give, in order to assist them in then' ﬂabors

' By Order. '

J.P. LEPR@HON
Clerk to Comtmtt_ee.

~ [Translation.] 4 o -
- ' sr. 'Jomts, lSth June, 185;0.
Sim, :
I acknowledge ‘the . recelpt of yom- letter of the
= Mth instant, and in reply, I have to state that Agm-
culture with wus;. unfortunateiy, is far from being in .
a-prosperous state, but that it is not entirely attnbu—
table to the negligence of the inhabitants, - = -
It is quite erroneous to suppose that bad cultiva~
tion always proceeds from the ignorance or negligence
‘of the farmers;- “poverty s -frequently its camse: .
- the most intelligent require means to enable them
properly tocultivate—intelligenceand tasteare worth-

less gifis:-when unaccompanied by means—the intelli-

gent but indigent man frequently.‘sees: what it be=
comes his duty to do, but cannot aceomplish it ; .com-
- pelled to economize where ke should not, he.acts -
‘against: his. ‘principles_and. ‘opinions, ‘becomes dis-
-couraged and disgusted, his_cultivation’is neglected,
and finally he finds himself identified .with the i igno-,

rant and the negligent: who labour without system.
" The Seigniorial charges, swelled to an unhmnte(l ex-
tent, g:fea,tﬁy contribute. towards this evnl
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.1 therefore say that the first step towards agncul-
tural improvement is to abolish the pretended rights
of the Seigniors, which are ftequently ill-founded and
Almjust, from the exorbitant dues which they exact.

As to Agricultural Societies, they have rewarded
 the rich farmers, but they have certainly not xmpro- '~
" ved the condition of the poor man who has not been
" able, for want of means, to avail himself of them. I
have always | beheved and I am still of opmon, that i

‘Model Farms on an extensive scale, situated i in the

centre of the different parishes, would do more good

than Agncultm'al Societies, especnally if in addition

thereto the ordmary education neceesary to a hus- ’.
bandman were afforded.. :
T therefore believe that the funds which are now

'granted separately for the improvement of Agricul-

ture and for education, would, if united,. be pmduc- o

tive of greater benefit by bemg employed in the - -

-establishment of Model Farms in the parishes, at -

which individuals destined: to'become farmers, mxght,' ‘

. while -they- received: -the ‘education necessary: for s -

farmer, acquire at the same time practical knowledge

from the master, who should, in that case,’be aman -

‘of good theorétical acquirements.as well as of prac- =
“‘ tical capacity ; moreover, the young man who is des-

© tinéd to becomé a farmer, being required to work a

* certain portion of time on that farm, would not lose

the habit of working, nor consider himself dxshon-» :

- oured - by :putting his-hand to ‘the plough after com-

. pleting hig education.. 'The-produce of the farm in

. queatzonbemgforthebeneﬁtofthemaster,hmsdaryr o

“would not much exceed that now given to. Teachem, '
_ that is; including: the assessmenit. - - -

- .. As tothe vacant-Crown Lands- mthe'.l‘owmhqm,
' "a‘.he opening of Roads; the building of churches; and
. the: granting of a reasonable: time for payment, can:

alone be an - inducement for young men-to ‘seitle

- thereon; but I would suggest, as a more efficacicus
- means, the offer of 3 premium to whomsoever might



settlé ‘there and clear & certain nmhbés: of acxes |

-within a given time, which premium mxghtgompart' .

A paymen‘t of his purchase money..
: T only received your letter last mght (17tb), _
- in conformity with your request, I hasten to answer
~ it. Had I had more time, I should have rephe& at ,
greater length. - .
. Believe me to be,
' Your very humble servamt,

o G. A. MARCHAND.
~ J. P. LierroHow, Eeq., _ |
.- Clerk of Committee.

Wm- Evmzs, Esqmre, B

o Secre&ary, AS., L. @.,
: ‘ Montreal .
: amﬂ h& befwe the Commzttee by %hat genﬂeman. ‘

[Tmnslamn.]

o o Mommu., 18th June, 1850. o

L Yautn‘fomwethat youhave;ustmewe& a%eﬁ-.', -
- terfmmthe ‘Chairman of the Committee (of the -
Legislative Assenably)  appointed to inquireinto the = -

- Stats of Agriculture in Liower Canada; the means
- of improving it, and of facilitating the settlement
~ of the Waste Lands,” and that you are requested by
- the said letter: to make. known o the Comhittee
~ 'your. ideas and opinions respecting the object for -
whith the Committee were appointed. - You request
" meat:the same; time, a3 & life-member .of the Agri~
cultural SnmetyofLowerCmada,:tmmmttoym‘
' my:dem on the subject. .. =
- X confess, Sir, that I feel myadf mea.pab‘ie of: sug-.

gesting . @m for the nmpmvement of Agnculture,-
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 for, as regards agricultural knowledge, a few theore- o

tical notions are all that can be expected from those.
who do not make Agriculture their daily occupation..

As, however, every true friend to his country should - |

" lend his conscientious assistance in all matters of
public interest, I shall not refuse to respondto your
eall. I answer your inquiries as follows :—

I. TBE STATE oF AGRICULTURE IN Lownn CA— o |

'NADA.—-—From what I ‘have been enabled to glean in
the course of my communications with the most in-

* fluential persons in the eountry, while I conducted» o

the Agricultural Journal in 1848, ‘and -gince that:

period, when adirector of the Agricultural Society of |

Lower Canada, I do not believe that the presentstate -
of ‘Agriculture in that section of the Province is ea-.
txsfactory I fear that there still reigns an attach-.
" ment to old notions, which is unfavourableito-the
introduction of modern discoveries and i improvements.
- I fear that in genemlthe agriculturist has an aver-
'-smntomnovahonsmhmmodeofhfemﬂeyatemoi

cultivation.. I fear that be does not employ such:
- agricultural and other implements as are best calen- -
lated fo.make his land lighter; and afford it that.

_'degree ofmepamtlon -which alone. can ensure rich
and abundant harvests:: I fear, also, thg&theagn-, :
;cultumttoomuchneglectsthe schoice of manure

 and the mising of sheep and hornod catile, sod foo.

| ﬁ‘eguenﬂyforgetetbat there is a rule.of rotationte-

- be observed in. the sowing, which. alone can: pre-:

o servethefertdstyofyhmﬁeld&andseenrewhmelf@
. and his_ ‘children. an - ¢ase and: co) nereR:

sary. to. the prospentyofthe eounhy. Fi

. fear that- ﬂa_e is.
- evil he commits . by untmsmgly cuthng dow
: treesoftheforests,whchamdmlyxecedmgfrom,

settlements, and are not in somie-measure replaced:

judiciously made ylantahons 5 -and that there are m-’::;‘ -

merous descriptions.of grain. and -vegetables whicl:
\ mnght prove a frunt.ﬂxl source. of riches o therv~
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~ vince, and also other agricaltural produce and means

of immense wealth for the\farmer, Whlch are now

totally unknown or forgotten.. - - _
.T1.  CAUSE "OF. THIS STATE OF - THINGS. —Aﬁer'

having ascertained the actual state of -Agriculture, -

it becomes necessary to mqmre into the causes. to

which this state ‘of things is attributable.. Now,
" among the principal causes, I would cite; in the first

place, the state of inferiority in which the French =

Canadmns were formerly kept by the Colonial Go-.
vemﬁient, the bad legxslatlon of that period, which
tended only ito favour - the ‘large land-holder to the -
excluion of his less favoured nexghbonrs, whom it
seemed: desirable to drive from the Canadian soil.
But at all times, up to the present moment, the great

injury hias been the indifference which has been ma- - '

nifestedwith regard to the Agriculture of the country.:
It is “true, ‘that ‘occasionally ‘ stercotyped speeches
wére ‘made, in which the farmers’ calling was ex-
tolled, but there it almost always stopped 5 if any-
thing ﬁu'tﬁer was attempted, it was either done
badly orin stich a manner-as‘openly tothrow disere-
- dit'upon the doctrines it' was intended te- incalcate.
Neithei et us forget that the want of educationi<not
- only of ordihary school education, but-principally, of
“an agmcultural ediication suitable-for a farming po-
pulation—has’ powerfully contributed to. close the
avenues of ‘improvement in Agriculture: against the
‘Canadian. ‘We must not, for all that; unreasonably
accuse those whohave been entrusted, particularly for
the lag 3
the=evil had already been ‘done; 4ad it only e~
I to arrest'and endeavour to remedy ity ‘which
happy to say. they" have “undertaken to do.
Ligt “adouss”those who, - during such's length of
tune, efused to look upon 'the husbandman as belong-
ing to'the imost interesting and useful classin Society,
the class most desemng the attentxon of the l@xsla :
“torand: pa.@not. = , o

few ymmﬁhthédtmhoﬂaf’pubhcaﬁ&m L



. 33

. . III. THE MEANS OF IMPROVING AGRICULTURE IN

Lower CanapA.—There are. two methods  of im- -
_ proving the Agriculture of the country : -the means
that are already in operation, and those that: are: not..
' The means in-operation are, Agricultural Societies,
Agricultural J ournals, and exhibitions of Agriculta-
- ral produce. ~ Asregards Agricultural Societies; it is.
probable that what would most benefit the conntry
would be to have several in each county and one
~ Provincial Society to which" the ‘others' would .be
- subordinate, with' which-they would communicate,
and which alone might extend and regulate the dif-
fusion of sgricultural information and discoveries:;
but we must admit-that these societies-in spite-of
 efforts and labour which are deserving of the highest
~ praise—have as yet been enabled to effect but a'very
. small .portion of :the good: which.they.are expected
~ to do-to the population in the midst of ‘which- they

 exist.: The reason of this is; that they limit their

operation to the pansh ‘or low.hty where thelr mem-
bers reside. - -
- They, for the most part, lmve no connexion. what-'

- -ever with the: Agricultural Society forLower Canada,

which, being in communication with the members.of
~ the clergy and other persons of the hlghestrespecta-» :
 bility all over the cpuntry, is in a position to acquire
the best possible: information ;-and by -means -of its
agricultural journals, “can- mstantly ‘communicate
with the whole country; and promptly - disseminate -
the knowledge of  the. discoveries -and - mventmnsm.
> Agnculture This want of intercourse, so.desirs
in every way, must not-be attributed to-an
- rivalry or jealousy, but may be- owing to.n
- forgetfulness ‘on the part of:the Parish ‘or:
ty Societies, which ‘it is yettime to..reme

o this they will undoubtedly do if we consider 1 4t the

members who - compose them . are all actuated by

patriotic and- phﬂanthropnc motives. - The Societies =

will moreover exlnblt in"that mtercouree the same
E :
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~ zeal which they manifest in regaa-d to their agrical-
tural exhibitions, which, when well conduncted, are
doubtlessly calcalated to keep alive among agricul-
~ turists a useful spirit of emulation, and induce
them to improve the quality of the produce of their
fields and the breed of their cattle. But according
to the opinions of those who are.best acquainted -
with, and most favorable to Agriculture, it would ap~

pear that the annual sum of £500 for each District, -

grantedby the]Legxslature for agncultuml exhibitions,
- and which each County receives in rotation, should
not be continued for the same purpose, but otherwise
employed in the encouragement of Agriculture; for if
- the Returns from the several localities are to be be-
lieved, the present mode of applying the £500 in each
~ District, cannot carry out the intentions of the Lie-
. gislature, owing to the amount having, according to
such Returns, unfortunately been distributed among
a few competitors at exhibitions, sufficient pubhc
‘motice of the holding of which had not been given. -
Numerous are the means to be employed for the
improvement of the Agriculture of the country. I
believe that the first and most important of such
means undeniably is the education of the people
—a good Agricultural - education. Now, can the
benefit of such education be conferred on our popu-
. lation otherwise than by means of Model Farms,

‘Schools of Agriculture, Agricultural Jourpals or

Fasays? Every one agrees as to the necessity of
baving model farms; but the suggestions on thie
head are various, "
- In the first place, it. wonld in Justwe reqmre &Bmt f
such Model Farms should not be given up to indi-
 viduals: for the purposes of pnvate speculation.
‘The managemeut should be given to agricultural
. Societies ; and in this respect it would be desirable
that the Agricultaral Society - of Lower Canada,
which publishes two Agricultural journals, should
have a model farm under its charge, as by means
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of such Jeuma!s it -could - easily publish the pro-
gress of the model farm, and point out the mode: of
proceeding adopted there. But: the name: of &
model’ farmt is not - all that is required ; the reality
should be - obtained; and, as the Province should
~ make & point of: acting liberally in' the matter, the

grant of land for esch farm should contain from 300
to 500 acres, otherwise a complete failure may as
well be anticipated; The different model farms
‘would make quarterly returns, and farnish, occasion-
ally, detailed statements of theiraffairs. . They would
‘makeknown the mode of cultivation adopted by them,
the success obtained, the losses suffered, andeven their
failuires, the causes' of which they would take care
o mvesﬁgaée and expose. -The whole would be
“published in the -Agricultural Journal;, which should
- be specially aided by the Legislature, in order t0 its
maintensnce ofi-& proper footing. - In it the different
-Agricultural “Secieties throughout - Lower. Canads
should be' cotupelled-to’ insert their advertisements,
and - this' would afford -the Agncultnnst an. ad-
* ditional motive to subseribe fo such an éxcellemt .
publication: But this is ot all: to each of these
model farms: should be attached & -theoretical and
practical School of “Agricultire.. The theory would
~ 'bé tanght by the Professor'and by books ;. the prac-
tice would be ledrried' by worhng and seemgmhm '
~ work on the model farm. - '
©  The labone” of ‘the schelars wonld wfardummsh
' the expense of ‘the establishment, which-nrustnets-
sarily cost s certiin amount at the outset; but it would
certainly; i four or five ‘years; ‘cover-both itiex-
-petises and the interest of the capital ddvanited; but
reven-should it still shew ax excess of spenditare; it
“is-certain that model fars’ will ‘not be ﬂ’iﬂm”ﬁé-
‘quited.’ -~ Froni them mst* the agricu %
thi son-of the: agncultﬁnst, Tearn hisarf;’ mﬁem g
lg-will perceive how noble his professiofis; ‘andTedrn
“the means of- rendering it !ucratxve bot:h 40 bim"xelf
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and his country. These model farms, with the ac-
companiments above suggested, require that the ele-
" mentary or school education given to the child of the
agriculturist should be appropriate, and such as o
fit him for the studies of the model farm; otherwise
it would be necessary to attach a purely elementary
school to the model farms, which would complicate
the system and impede its operation; this is, how-
ever, quite 2 gratultous supposmon :
Another means of improving Agriculture would be
a Provincial Agricultural Exhibition; this would
only require the amount now granted for the Dis-
trict Exhibitions of which I have already spoken.
An exhibition of this nature would excite among the
agriculturists and others devoted to industry and
the arts, 2 most laudable spirit of emulation—one
which, ap to the present day, has never been awa~
kened—the premiums offered being too mmgmﬁmm 5
but it would be quite different if the prizes in ex-
pectation were three times as valuable as those
under the present system. At all events, in what-
ever light the subject of Agriculture may be viewed,
one will agree that the Legislature must not
leave the agriculturist and his children unassisted ;
on him do we principally depend for our physical
existence, and he has a right to expect from the
delegates of the people, that support whnch has
certainly become of pressing necessity.
IV. Mgans oF FACILITATING THE SETTLEMENT OF
75 Waste Lanps.—Although I have extended my
‘remarks to some length, I cannot help saying a few
worde on this mbject I believe, in the first place, -
thatin order to settle the Waste Lands, we must pre-
_serve and prevent our population from emigrating ;
we must facilitate his access to those lands by the

opening, and if possible the keeping in repair of the . -

high Roads or principal ones. Opulent individuals
- or companies must be prevented from monopolising-
-E&Ege tracts of land, and ﬁrom keeping them, if ﬁhey
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already have them in their possession. I do ‘not
‘mean . that they should be forcibly despoiled or dis-
possessed, but wild lands must be- taxed to such an
extent as to prevent the large land-holder from keep-
ing them' uncultivated, or induce him to sell them.
These are important and perhaps difficult means: a¢
all events, a grand movement will, in all probability,
be made shortly, which will be nothing more than a -
continuation of that so generously begun by the
Reverend Father O’Reilly. :
The most important matter for the moment is the
adoption of prompt means for the improvement of
Agriculture ; the settlement of the waste lands will no
‘donbt keep pace with it : - thanks to the impetus given
to it by so patriotic and respectable a cia.ss of our feﬁ-
low-countrymen.
" I conclude, Sir, by requesnng you to excuse the B
length of -this letter, in-¢onsideration of the motive
- which gave rise to-it; and permitting you to make
any use of it which you may think proper \
| I have the honor to be,.
» Sir; L
‘}Zour very bumble and obe&aent Servant,
‘ HECTOR L. LANGEVIN, -
-+ Life-member of the
. Agricultural Society, L.C.

{Tmnsﬁamon ] g _

F’ﬁw 0 TacHE; Esqmre, MP?

' Chamnan of the "= >
Commmee on mculmre.

| Sm Hm.cmms, 20th Jame, 185@. ,
Sm, . .
At a peno& ‘when & more: mmmate aoquamtanee

o m@h @hesmeneesofewmmy hasconvmcedall g
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vernments that Agriculture is in fact the most ef-

fectual means of satisfying the real wants of the

population, and the purest and most abundant one of
all national prosperity, I should feel myself very cal-
pable if I did not respond to the homor which the
Committee, of which you are the Chaxrman, have
been pleased to confer upon me.

I should wish, in order more fuﬂy to meet your

. benevolent views on the important subject now under
*'your consideration, that I were possessed of more

_extensive information than I can lay claim to; not-
withstanding, however, my avowed incapacity, I
comply cheerfully with your request, as I am con-
vinced that whatever is done for the nmprovement of
Agriculture in Canada, however little, is still of
great mportance to the general pwspenty of the .
country. - -

- It must certamﬂy be a&mxtted that agricultural
* ‘acietice has made but little | progress. in this country;
but I am far from believing that it is attributable to
any want of -aptitude for such progress on the part
_of our population. It appem's more natural to me
to explain otherwise, and assign other ‘reasons for
such backwardness.

Up to the present time the agricultural popuﬂa—
tion of the country have exercised their industry on
newly cleared lands, covered and enriched by the

* vegetable matter of the forests, and consequently
possessing. a lastmg fertility a.cquu'ed by ages of
Tepose.

In fact, our ancestors cultivated these Rands with

- advantage, without noticing their exhanstion, and -

without even suspecting the fertility which might, by
ameans of manure, be mparte& to the soil.. It has
now become necessary, in consequence of the soil
. baving lést that abundance of vegetable mould which
it formerly possessed, that the people should be
‘made acquainted with the nature of mianures and
‘their proper mode of application, so a8 constantly to
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remedy the exha,ustxon occasnoned by an umnter- B

rupted succession of crops.
It may be useful to mention ‘that great progress

. in this respect has already been made in various lo-

calities, owing partly to the scientific cultivation of
. & certain number of educated persons’ dispersed
throughout the country, and partly by the instruction
contained in the Agricultural Journal of the Lower
. Canada Society ; for the usefulness of a publication
- 80 ably conducted cannot be doubted ;. and indeed, I
- look upon that Joumal as productive of all that has
- beer most effectual up to the present time in the im-
 provement of Agriculture, with the exception per-
baps;. of such mechanical inventions as have lately -
been discovered, and which cause the forests to dis-
appear, as if by magic, before the rapid strides of the
agriculturist. I do not hesitate to believe that the
Agricultural Society’ of Lower Canada have, by
means of their journal, given an impetus, which,
although as yet but feebly felt, is eminently mﬁcu- .
lated to produce excellent results.
- AsregardethegrantsmadebytheLegnslatnmm
aid of the exhibitions of the several Agricultural So-
~ cieties, I have not as yet met with any. one who has *
admitted their good effects: the prizes ave generally
given to persons who have no need of such encourage-

" * ment; they are already sufficiently remunerated by

- the superiority of their produce; and experience

" teaches them the advantage they derive from sur- -

passing others in the means to be taken to anqume ,
~ ouch pre-eminence. - -

' I.am therefore compelled to say tha.t such rewmﬂs '
are not, in: my opinion, effectual as an encourage-

ment to the masa of the population. . The chiefde-

fect in the Agriculture of Canada is, in my idea, the

~ want of manures. Now, te remedy this defect, the

agriculturist must necessarily make arrangements
é’or keeping a sufficient number of cattle; which,
however, he is unable to do without hamna a super-
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abundance of forage; this forage he. caﬁhct obtainin
sufficient quantity, save by the means of meadows;
and this calls to my mind the old adage of Cato’s:

¢ The first essential of good cultivation is good pas-
¢ turage, the second, indifferent ‘pasturage, and the

¢ third, bad pasturage.” ‘What was truein the days

of Cato is still so in the present age. - The use of

meadows should therefore be encouraged throughout -

the Province; and, in my humble opinion, it would -
be far better during some years, instead of the grants
made in aid of exhibitions, to distribute gratuitously, -
under certain ' regulations, through the different

~ QCounties of the Province, the seed necessary for sow-~"_ '
- ing the land designed for these meadows. - Such

donations would doubtlessly have the effect. of con--
vincing our agriculturists that what they so much
 feared tospend in the purchasé of these various sorts
of .seed, must soon be reimbursed to them by the-
improvement of their lands, the excellence of their
' pasturage, and the greater abundance of forage. -

. Elementary treatises on ‘Agriculture, distributed
among the country schools will, I am convinced, meet -

with the approbation of all mncerely interested i in ﬁhe .

- welfare of the country. .
- Such books placed in the hands of. clnldren, can-

~ . not fail to give them a taste for an agricultural life,

and will msensnbly instil into the minds of parents

certain ideas which will gradually develop them-

selves in pubhc, and certainly be productive of

| - beneficial effects. Knowledge never spreads through- -
" out a community without ; producing the reaults whxch_ ,

naturally flow from it.

. As regards model farms, experience has pmved .
and ‘every one, I beheve, is satisfied that -they are
eminently useful; nothing is better taught - than
what is 80 taught with the assnsta.mce of example a.nd
and practice.

. Many of those who take an interest in the agri-
© cultural state of the country have }pu'bhciy expresse& »
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 the desire of hamng them established amongst us,

The principal difficulty in the way of the establish-
- ment of such model farms, appears to consist in the
" large amount of capxtal wbmh must necessanly be .

| laid out on them. -

“But can there not be a begmnmg for this descnp— .

" tion of Institution as well as for any other? Would

not model farms," although on an inferior footing to . .
those maintained at a great expense by the Grovern-
ments of Europe, be calculated to instil into our’

~ 'population a taste and respect for agricultural sci-
~ ende, particularly if they were accompanied by Agri-

cultural Schools, at which a limited number of

- young men intending to follow agncultural pursuits
- - would be entitled to instruction ? Moreover, an

' economical system of cultivation in model farms
would, I think, be more easily imitated by the agri- -
 culturists than those which nwwsxtaﬁe a gree.t ouﬂay =
" of capital. . -

. Asa begmmng, thhout incurring any great ex-

pense, ‘the followmg objects might profitably engage -

 the attention, viz:—The proper dmma.ge of lands,
grass and clover meadows;  the successive rotation of

- seed suited to the soil; the pro&uctmm and preserva- .A
tion of manures ; the art of raising well-bred cattle,

_ and the manufacture of butter and of cheese. "Ag
all events, I consider that the keeper of & model
~ farm should proportion his improvements ‘according
to the income to be derived from them, so as to avoid

encouraging in others the cultivation of articles; the = -
. cost of the production of which exceeds their value, -
' as is too. frequently the case in_the model farms

- maintained by European Governmenta. -

- 1 donot see any obstacle in -the way ofthem-
' ,medmte establishment of model farms, on the condi-

 tions just enumerated, in many parts of the Province.

I consider it also necessary to.inform you that th& :

* Directors of the College of St. Hyacinthe, who, as
you well know, are far from bemg wealthy, have for

&
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L aﬁength of time ﬂeﬁermme& upont opemng & Agtie

.. citltural School, as soon as they ate provided with-an -
extént of gromnd sufficient to enable them to receive
& preater number of pupils. They possess lands
which for many years they have cultivated not only

_with advantage to themselves but to  their neigh-
bours, who have thus an opportunity of observing
the improvemeiits which may be made on landsat s

- taiffing expense.  In proof of which, permitme tore-

- phavk, ﬂxat they possess in the parish of St. Rosalie,

- 4 lot “of land of very indifferént natural femlxgy, o
which, by its protitising appearances ‘this spring, has -
- induced mdny fatmers to follow their example, to. -

| improve land of the same. quality, which for severaﬂ | N

' years has been cultivated unproductively. -

1 bave taken the liberty of citing this mstanca
- to shew that with model farms' and -Agricultural |
~ Séhools, the state of Agriculture throughout the

Provmce can in a few years be easily improved.
But I have already trespasse& too long on the'
“gimie of the Committes; I begof you, Mr Chamman,

e 'm aecep&my apoiogtes, and

- : Mm.@mmmm; -

. Beliéve me; v?ery %mly, \
Yout inost obedient humble servmat, o
JS. DESAULNERS,__%

: ['Emsﬂa&on.}
L’Esm’a‘, 22& Jme, 18&@.

T must prefiice 1y rematks by achowledgmg my |
incoripetence to do justice to the subject on which -

the Committee on Agriculture have done me the "

. hofir' 16 donsult me ;- nevertheless, to evince my wil-

linguiéss t6 assist the Commmittee in their labours t6
- the utmost of my power, I have no hesitation in
transmitting to them my ideas on i;be subject:



. During the continuance of years of seareity the -
. “inhabitants were compelled to give great atientionto

o the subject of Agriculture; ‘nmevertheless we axe yery
for from having what is called an improved system =

" The lands are now, itis irue, drained with greater

. ¢ave, and this. year particularly, all the farmers .
 aores in the opinion that the lands were never bronght
" to a better condition, but everything is as nsual con-
" ducted aceording te the old system. - The sowing of -
2 large quantisy of grain is more generally aimed 2%,
than the sowing of grain.of & good- quality- and.on -

properly prepared soil. - Themest.effoctual omedy
for this evil: wonld be; I believe, the establishment .

- of ‘good: model farms in the centve of gach County;
- until it'is passible to have one in cach Parish 5- for it
. fuat not be done with ‘these as..was done with the

" common schodls, that is, to cstablish tham all over
 the country before being provided with g sufficieat

sumber of persons qualified to condyes them. - T4 s

bettor to-bagin by hevingssmaller mumber, andthas

_ these shonld be condnated by efficicns men, of pracr
 tical as'well as theoretioal ability. I becomes the
 move pecessary 16 make o proper-beginning, becanse

the favmers genswally are. prejudiced against what

- they -call “pewspaper Agriculture,”. and the:least
failure in the application of any new theory, would -

be sufficient fo prevent for a long time the suecess~

" ful tesching of Agricilare. Y am, therefore, firmly -

of opinion, that it would be far better to hageno S

model farms than toibave thom eonducted by persons

 of indiffrent capacity~—(Oh} - why Jave Fonots
 oommunity of these.good. Teappists i Canads ) -

That is why 1 wonld insish, on, establishing, in the

ot instance, smodel. furms i Ghe oenide of sedh

~ ‘County only, and even to-eomimence. by. bewing Jus-
one . each distriet, in onder, in. the Gk place, to
- farm.. pracsical -men; who zaight WWM :

- Agricaliwe witheuooess il o

-



In the meantlme, a few small elementary treatises
_onAgricnlture might be distributed throughout the

country; these might be accompanied by a small .

glossary of the technical terms most used, interpreted,
" as.much as possible, by those most. in vogue among'

. the country people. - :
- Such treatises would probably be productnve of

) moregoo& than an Agricultural Journal, which is = =

seldom read by any but the rich; and who, forthe =

most part, have no opportunity to' put into practice

B what they read. ~ I do notintend to say that anAgri- - |

cultural Journal is useless; on the contrary, I con-

. sider it necessary, if it be only to interest the educa~

ted class in the cause of Agriculture; to stimulate
its zeal to assist the’ progress of that most useful of
- all arts, and to instil a taste for the same into the

_ youth of the country, who, seeing the interest taken -

- init, andthemportance attached to it, will cease to
- consider the calling of an agriculturist as one of & de-

" grading character. The expense which these objects -

. would entail upon “the Government, would be that

‘which, in my opinion, would be productive of the
: greatestbeneﬁt totheProvince. It mustbeadmitted,

~ that up to the present time, the agricultural interests

_ have been- the most neglected; although they are .
certainly the most important. ~ Agriculture forms

‘pert of the manners of the Canadian people. It is, G

- it appears to me, the art which. best becomes their
- geniusg andthexr habnts, aswell asthe conntry they '

; livein.

" As regards Agncultnml Societies, as there ate.

" none established in the ‘County -of L’Islet, I have

not had much opportunity of witnessing their effects,
- and consequently I cannot eay much to the purpose..
~ Others, I hope, will do so tothesahsfacmonofthe _
Comumm on Agriculture.. = - '
 The settlement of the Waste Lands is cermnly a
subject worthy of claiming the attention of the Lie-
- gislature. . It might, possibly, be of advantage if a
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' Rawwerepa.ssedbythe latter,toencourage thefor-: R
mation of companies with the view of e&'ectmg new -
séttlements on the Crown Lands, on certain condi-
- tions which wonld prevent every desenptxon of mo- -
© mopoly. o

This I conceive would not be more (hﬁeult ﬂmn

 the law which authorizes the formation of Agricul-

tural Socxetles What several persons would not |

" - be able to execute separately, they could easily ac-
~ complish collectively. The Association for- the
~  Counties of L'Islet and Kamouraska had intended
- at first to ask for an Act of Incorporation, but that

project was postponed to a later period for certain
o conmdemtsons wlnch I shall not here undertake to '

: enumerate. L S
What appears to methemosturgent,xsthatthe' .

: Legmhtm'e should grant some assistance to the set~
- tlers; to enable them to openroads and construct the
_mecessary bridges. This expense would soon be re-
imbursed by the sale of the lands, which would be.
effected much more promptly and vmh greater &-'
clity,.
I?zs lmpossxble, wathout means of eommnmcatnon
wn&h the old settlements, for poor settlers to go and
penetrate - into the thick forests, there to effect a
" clearing by which they must proﬁt but Little, if they
* cannot carry elsewhere the produce which isto ena~
blethemtoprocurethe othernecessmesofhfe. '
_ Another sort ‘of encouragement which would be

greatly appreciated, especially by the Canadians,

would be to reserve, in eechtownshxp,anumberof' ; |

- lots of land proportionate to the number of

whchmnghttherea&erbefomedthmmthmmf . :
being intended as sites for the erection of 8 Church

or & Cliapel and for the support of the missionary—
-also, alotoflandmthecentreofeachpmsh,wlnch ,
would be intended at a later period ‘for the support

: ofacentmlechooiandtheestablmhmentofamo&elu | -_
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My oecupatwns, at. thzs moment; and the desire
expreesed by the Commxttee to receive with all con-
venient speed, the opinion of those whom they have -
been pleased to consult, . prevent my extending my
remarks any further on this subject. I shall not,
however, close them, without expressing the opinfon -
that it would be perhaps expedient to create an Agri-
cultural Board, in the same manner as the Board of
Public Works, the Crown Lands Department, &e -

The creation of this department would, I think, |

greatly contribute to the progress of Agncultute, as -
well as o elevate, in  the opinion of the public, that
- calling which has heretofore been g0 mnch negleeted -
. and, perhaps, a little despised. - .
Permit me, in. conclusion, to express to you my' ~
 satisfaction that the Committee have chosen as fheir .
" Chairman a man residing in. the midst of farmers,

and whose patriotism, and especially whose zeal for

the advancement of Agriculture, cannot fail to prove .
. forusa fa.vourabﬁe omen of the Iabours of the Comf -
. ‘ Ehavethehonortobe, -' .'
S, - '
Wnth the greatest esteemg o
Your most humble servans, -
~ F. H. DELAGE, Pize,

"[Tmm‘”ﬂ R R
. Bm'wmn,%rdmem.‘;.
Sm,' 5 | . ) | N .

My resndence Ibemgat a dnsta.nce ﬁ'om the?oe& o
* Office, I only this day received ' your letter of

© the 14th instant, which. you have addressed me by

. - order of the ¢« Commnttee appomted to inquire into

o« the State of Aguculture in Lower Canada. Ao
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| :mswer, I have the ‘honor to refer th-e Commmee' o

to the suggestions contained in the Report of the

Agricultural Socisty -of the County of Berthier,

~ transmitted by me to the Legislaturé during the -
- session of 1846, and which I thought it use]ess to
repeat every. snbseqnent year. -

My opinion is; that if the Agricultural Societies
‘have not yet been prodwuve of all the good ex-

. pected from them, it is owing to the want of model

. farms. T think, ‘therefore, that in order to encour-"
" age so important -an art-as that of Agriculture, the
* Legislature should provide means for estabhshmg, at,
. oiiee, & few model farms ineach county, 40 as to give
“the farmers an opportitnity of judging of the happy
. results of an. improved system. The circulation of

elementary treatises on “Agriculture in the schools, o

‘ wouw T think, be also of ‘great use.
' : E have the honor to be,
L er, R
Yom- most humbﬁe serth, o
PIERRE E. DOSTALER;
Premdent, Agricultural Society,

J P Lmaonon, Esqmre, : s
" Clerk to Committee on Agncultnre,
ol 'Eoronﬁo o

. T
. a

" Last ¢vening I reteived a communication from -
you- of several paﬂmmenmy papers, among which - -
‘was one signied by the Clerk of the Committes on-

: Agncu%tuwe, and forwarded by J. C. Taché; Chair-
“tnan of 'said Com:mttee, bearmg date 14th June, in.

. SramsrEap, 23:d June, 1850,

' County of Berthler. -

© stant, requeetmg my opinion on the different sub- )

3eets contamed in the order of reference attached.
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I was piea.se& to learn that our member is mclu&e&
in said Committee. . :
I regret that Iam no betberquahﬁed tomeetﬁhe
requirements and comply with the wishes of your
Committee. Had I anticipated a request of this
descnptmn,l would have endeavoured to arrange my
views on the subject in a more concise and methodical
- manner than I can possibly do in an off-hand reply 3
yet, through respect for the Committee, and the in-
terest I feel in the subject, I hasten without delay to
offer a few desultory remarks. -
" The advancement of the agricultural mterests of
the Province is a subject of paramount importance,
and I am gratified to learn that your Committee are
disposed to bestow upon it that portion of time -and
attention which its importance demands. I hope
and trust that this foundation-stone of our country’s
prosperity—the source whence the wealth and growth
of Canada must ongmate——wﬂﬂ not-be hurried over
till faithfully viewed in all its bearings and brought
- .to rest on its proper basis. g

The present. state of the agricultural department
in the Eastern Townships is, generally speakmg,

. @ depressed and embarrassed condition, especially

- among the ordinary class of farmers, or those depen-
dent on the immediate avails of their labour to gup-
port their families and defray their annual expenses.

- This state of affairs, though in some degree the re-

- sult of their own indiscretion, has  mostly originated
from causes over which they exercise no control, and

- consequently must depend fora remedy on the strong

arm of the law, guided by the consummate wisdom
. of an enlightened and well-informed Legislatare. For
. except this numerous and valuable class of producers,
who support the. ‘world and furnish the wealth of
nations, be susteined in this Province beyond their
 present means, Canada must go. down and sink into

msngmﬁcmce
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" . ‘The honest industrious farmer is now treated as a
meve animal of labour, unfit for any important situa-
- tion in society, and a lawful prey for the merchant;.

the mechanic, the pmfessmnal man, and the plottmg

speculator. - -

. In eonsequence, our young men are forsakmg -the
callmg of their fathers; thrusting themselves behind
. counters; crowding a profession; or finally, leaving
their country for some more favoured clime. Al
others are allowed cost, freight, and profits, while -
+the avails of the farmer’s labour are exacted at half
‘their cost; thus he becomes involved, parts with the

~ childrens’ bread, turns out all his stock, mortgages
the farm; at last he reluctantly yields up the long-
venerated old homestead, and wends his way to some
. far-distant land, to close his days in destitution, in-

veighing loudly agamst Canadn, its Govemment, n

and laws. . -

A mrtmhemedyfor some. of theprommentevﬂs
above cited might be. found in a Legislative enact-
'ment,extemdmgahndof protection to this unfortu- -
~ uate class of farmers; securing them, to & specified
' extens,agamettheclalmaofthecredmh allomng ‘

~ them to refsin the means of subsistence, the team -

‘ andtoola,thatthebnmnessofthefammghtmﬁ
~ be interrupted.

: Anothe:ﬁ'uxtﬁllsourceofmnchewltotbeagn-,
cultnral interests of this section,: is found in. the

 extensive Legislative grants of wild lsnds to certain

_ non-residents, possessing neither -interest: nor gym-
~ pathy for the well-being of the place.- Someof which
o Iands, instead, of proving wild, were fonnd inhabited,

long settled, sud well jmproved :-here the poor setr
- #lex has been cruelly harrassed; mrhmntpnmd@, S
manded, or frequently driven, nnremnnerated for his
svdnous foil, from his homand cnnntm madmmne
watanmﬁnaﬂymned.
Theae hn&s ahouldbe reclannedﬂ'om am;h w
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térms; ‘and thus, theee waste places, that now appear
deserted and again becommg desert, would be the-
“abodes of men and teem with plenty, while content-
and cheerfulness would be, in some measure, restored: -
to our late distracted, though once happy, country. -
- How faf, and to what extent, Agricultural Socie-
ties have proved beneficial in this Provinee has been,
and ‘still is, a debatable question. There is much
difficulty in managing its concerns in a right manmner -
so'as to render it efficient and not liable to abuses
- gnd it requires more time -and attention, (not to
mention expense,) than most farmers are wxllmg to
bestow gratuitously ; while difference of . opinion,
Tocal prejudices, and sectional interests, “all operate
to give a wrong bias and retard i improvement.: 'Yet "
~ under sl these, and many other existing difficulties, -
I think farm- stock has -been greatly mpmveﬂ, the
eapabxlmes of the soil tested, emulation in soise de-
gree awakened, tools and implements of husbandry
of ‘superior adaptation introduced, and- ﬁnaliy, a per-
ceptible a&vanoe towards systematic farming. - Yet I
am far from thinking the’ ‘present mode of oonﬁuctmg
. A.griculmral Societies in'this coutitry as approximat-
- ingto ‘any thing Iike perfection. T adeedIym
favour of the establishment’ of model farms, agri-
cultural schools, Farmers’ hbra.nee, and the clrcnla-
tion of péuodmals devoted to Agricalture and do-
- mestic economy, these I view as the leading channeis
_ through which howledge can be most mdﬂy con- .
yéyed tothe practical farmer. “Every. Agricultural
‘Sociéty. should have its odel farm; and every such -
farm its  Agricultural School, where young' men may
bé taught, and pay their tuition in the Iabour of their
hands,” . Here “should- be- taught the trie elements
 and ‘most’ ‘approved system of scientific fam the

. ‘properties and proper application of mamares, thedd- - |

o - vantages derived from 2 rotation of crops; ﬁ-equem

change of seed, &e., &c. ; likewise, the nmnagemem L
of farm stock—a knowledge of the mous h‘ee&sg
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andthepacnharqudmesofeach Amodetfmn

should be stocked with blood ammalsofﬂxemqat_"“

approved breeds; ind here should be raised an exten-

-give variety of grains, grasses, cnlmu'yrooj;s, &e.,
‘not neglecting ‘even the ornamental adornments of
chioice fruits and flowers, rich vines and melons, that

- it might possess attractions to exhilaiate the mind,
~ delight the eye, and please. the taste; and I. would -
[ave it the grand seed store of the County. Iwould
extend the. pnncnple' still further, every elementary

school, receiving Government patronage, should have

its acre of land deeded with the school-house; this
should be cultivated by the scholars, each of whom -
should have a distinct portion for his own cnltxvatlon, o

the avails of which should be his own property, and

this would soon disclose the utahtyof agricultural -

_ information ; and then, various treatisés on the subject
might be profitably and scceptably introduced. The

girls, too, ehould likewise have their flower-beds, -

" boxzes, and shrubbery, wndenng the school location
8 pmmtxve Eden, where innocence, elegance, and

ingenuity, are harmoniously displayed; while that
- Teacher who best promotes the grand design. mﬂxont_ .

encioachment on other branches, should be. particu-

Baﬂy dmtmgmahed ‘and amply remunerated. Thns,_
Imagme,werethepresentlaegmhtnmtopiwethe'

~ vacant lands in the hands of actual settlers th.ha

_pure. allodial title, conatltuhng them lords of - ‘the '
_soil, elevating the standard of Agucultute,rendenng;h o

the farmer in one sense: apnvﬂegedchamctﬂr,axded o
- by a well regnlawd and ably conducted. mety,mﬂ |

_possessing the advantages to be derived ﬁmnamen
tific education in the profession; then’ create or-open
to them a steady. unfluctuating markat, nud,IfeeR

convinced; our country would soon exhibit the plws- -

' ing aspect of bappiness, peace, and plenty.. .. -
I am aware that. mcarrymgoutwesemws,qu-

" midable barriers will present themselves, requiring
- .some.exertion to surmount; bnt, such is the, pment

]

= : : . . .
h . . . I
A g, . : S : !
| PR .o o L . - . . s v .
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) clate, thatmshng short of a vigorous e&‘oﬁmm& |
#he downward progress of Canada, or restore at; 10
its former standing.

- Never was there & more extenmve ﬁeld open for

| zhe display of Legxslatwe skill; and if the present

*  Provincial Parliament, by - then- united . wisdom,

' 'prmdenoe, and foresight, should suceeed in extricat-.
ing our common country from its present thraldom,
they will confer upon ‘it lasting benefits, proving
themselves worthy the responsible station they hold

~and well deservmg the highesteulogiom. =~ -~
: I have the honour to be, S
" &e., &e., : ,
. ELISHA GUS‘MN o
- J. P. LErroHoON, Esquire. '

['Emslatnono] | -
o LAT@M‘UE, 24&& Jwe, 1850

T imve the bomor to achnw?e&ge the mcenpt o

R the Tetter you have written me by order of the Com- “

 mittee on Agriculture. Hamng only. received the
%etter yeeter(}ay, I could not, in so short a space of .
tithie, Tecapitulate the fow ‘opinions I may entertain
on. the different subjects ‘which ‘must oceupy the ab-
‘tenition  of ‘the gentlemen of the Committee. - As
‘thiose gentlemen have had ‘the kindness to allow me
‘the greatest latitude in my answefs, 1 shall avdil my-
self thereof, by not answering directly to the ques-
tions submmed 'T shall merely confine myself to 5

general view of the means which I consider the best

caﬁcmlated to advance the -progress of Agriculture
 in this country.” It is very remarknble, that at the
present day, the attention of all the most- enhghtene& :
nations should be so strongly called to the impor-

~ tamce 'whnch ought to he attached to the aﬂvancem‘eﬁt L
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“of Agncu!tm'e. To what should e sttribute the.

o eﬁv'ortsmadeon every sxdetoencoumgeanartsoaﬁ-

cient, yet so little appreciated—that of Agriculture-~
unless it be to the conviction which is gaining gronnd

among the enhghtened persons of all countries, that - |

4 mation cannot prosper ‘and become:great if ‘the
- culture of the-soil be neglected? Itis 2 stmilar mo~

tive which induced the House to appomt a Com-. o

| -_*mntteeonAgncnlture ER |
‘The country will appreciate its efforts; and iet us

- hope that the labours of the Committee, aided by

the informatidn furnished by the true friends of the

. eountry, of their own accord, will result in the -
' mssmgafameasurebytheﬂomto‘?mwae“'

" effectively for the advancement of Agriculture. - :
‘Butwhat is to be done towards that advancement?

All ave of opinion that the encouragement of Agri-

caltoral | Societies, the establishment of* ‘model farms,

and the pubhewhon of clermentary treatises would . -
greatly contribute ‘towards obtaining- the ‘Very best -

| . results: ~'But most people differ in opinion as tothe

nppﬁcanonofthesemmmwm Whatdoesthm -

difference in opmonaﬁsefrom? ' 'ﬁomy

" “ieas, it i -due to'two’ things” which ave ‘not tobe
"'_%bmi&mmy ofthesemects. Int’heﬁrstphee,
there is no settled plan—the well digested details of

which would léad usto expect a steady working which |
niust tefminate in- a result of any kind whatsoever.

- Secondly, there i6'no person whose peculiar qualifiea~ -
’homstodnrectandngemnnptﬂsetoeveryﬂnﬂm e

ing having sgriculttral improvemients for ‘ite object.

* Tt appears to me very cvident, however, that LI |

~_ impossible to sacceed without " a settled plan, with

,pemonscapableofmahng it work welk - Letus-' -

have such persons, - anéthephnwﬂlnotfaﬂ. -But -

‘ howehallwemm persons: having the requisite
 qualifications?- T think that the best way would be

o mmoutapmfemrfromEmpe, and pisce

~ him at-the head of a Normal School of Agncul-
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L gure 'Ihe pupils should be chosen peraons,

,.whom a course of two or three years:at ‘the :
. utmost, would be sufficient to enable them to instruct .
a class of Agriculture, in each of the numerous =

-Colleges of Lower Canada.—A grant would be -

" made by the . Giovernment for the support of these.
 classes which each College would be required to es-

- tablish,—The most capable among these Professors

~ would be chosen and p]aced at the head of the model

- farms to be established in each County. I am con- .
- .vinced that if these farms were “well conducted,

.they xmghtma few years cover the tosts incurred

in brmgmg them into operation and other incidental
S . Connected with this Normal School would -
7 be thepubhcahonofaJoumal of Agriculture, a cer-
" tain number of copies of which would be sent gratuit~

ously to each Curé of a Parich, who would be re-
quested to distribute them. among ‘such of his.pa~
- rishioners as might be. the most ca@abie of proﬁt-

- ing by the reading of the journal. -

Some of the pupils of the Normal School xm@t' e

] also be entrusted mth tbeduty of readmg the. jour-

L nal after parochial mass; they might, in addition,

‘make a fow comments. within the reach of their

- hearers. At certain’ fized periods, there: - ghould
. be exhibitions.of. agricultural produce. Thepnzw :

~ granted should consist of medals,’ ‘books, or ‘other
" objects of taste, but mot of money-—for it has
“already been ‘remarked that prizes in money excate'
cupidity more than emulation.. .. . -
- I will take the liberty,m eonclnmon, of reeommen&-

" . ing to the attention of the Committee, the-Agricul- 44

 tural Journal published at Montreal, in the French

" and English. languages. It is beginning to spread .

ﬁhmughshemunﬁyparts,andlthasmspnedmny o
of .our habitans with a tdste for improvement. It

" would, therefore be. unfortunate; if for wantof alittle
 assistance, this journal were- given up, it being the
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o oniy one wbach lms, asyet, rendered auyreaisemeeg
toAgnmﬂturemthm country. o :
L Wlth consndemnon,
o Yourmosthumble Servant, - :
o ALFRED PINSONNAUL’E o

J P Lmsonou, Esquire, ~
S lerk,&c &c.&c

DA Hmum,CE June 24, 1850.
In accordance wnth the request contamed in. the

' “commumeahonl received from the Conm:tteeon- ST
. ,Agnculmre,lbegtosubmntmymwaanthevm'y- .

| -xmportant subject therein referred to. - -
Astothepresentstateongmakmemﬁnsw ‘

| tlonofthel’mvmce,lthmknmll be: a&mttedby' e |

: pmtaesthatntlsanythmgbutgood ‘and that,
generallyspeahng,thelandmcdlhvahon déesnet

o prodice much more than a fourth of what it s

o do we‘reabettersystem introduéed. - ‘F-need ‘not

. stop here to detail the particular: Jefects of the pres . -

sént mode of cultivating the soil among the Aabitans,

nor the reiiiedies to be applied to them:: ‘I imagine -
it'to be theobject of ‘the ‘Cominittee’ toobmm-f -

formationi touching the bestmeanstobea&opbedto-

bring about a general “ebange. - Itmveryoerﬁm
ﬁnattbxsmnotbe&cnemaday,rtmm bethe

O of thie first steps to-be taken, in iy opinion,

mtoendesvmtomse,mtbeahmaﬁonéfthe {';-'.-'
. habitans, the occupation of cultivating the soil.: ‘One

‘ myﬁo*eﬁ'ectthmwouldhe’to establish” in-ouricels o

leges a course of agricultural:study;- giving prizes for

- proficiency in it a8 in other branches. Iwmldalao
, ’recommen& the mdmgofplmn andmmpk works :
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amA@cuBturemtheCommon Sehools Inmany'

places in Europe, Agricultural Schools have been .

‘established with greatsuccess,—the pupils performmg. '
~all the operations on the farm—thus acquiring a -
‘thorough knowledge of their bnsmess in practlce and

theory. - 1 would. gladly see one. of these in each

" County of the Province; but Ifear that if it were =
~ attempted to establish such just now, ‘but few parents -

* 'would send their children to them: the language = -
- held, generally, would be, I donot send my childto™

- achool to work in the fields, he can do that at home.”

_In process of time, "however, these prejudices will
dissppear, and schools of this' description will, I
‘doubt not, meet with the same success that has at- ~

o ‘tended them elsewhere.

A further aid to the obJect. m vxew would he the )
establishing of Model Farms. ‘I am aware that in
England Model Farms are not always held. in high
" estimation by practical farmers; but I think the rea- -

~ conis, that they areveryoﬁ.eneondncteé without due

~  attention. to-economy. - - I-would propose that & farm -
of about ninety acres- be purchased in each County,

“im-some’ central position, to be vested in the hands

" of Trustees; that it should be let to some intelligent

person;-who has had experience in. goodc.nluvamn, L

- for & vertain time free of rent, on condition that. he -

. pursued & proper system and afforded everyinforma-
' tion-in his power to the Aabitans of the County;

' that his accounts be kept correctly, and open at.all

" gimes to.the inspection of the Trustees. . Lo payfor
- 4hese farms, the sums voted. everyyearﬁoeheDw :

gricts may well be taken. I think, if the Committee
mpametoenqnmmtothsmatter,nwﬂlbafamd -

“that.these grants to the Districts might be far more -

 heneficially employed than they are at present....As _
prejudices wesr away I wonld. attach an Agucnl&nml .

:  School tocach of theso farms. . .
Iwonldalsoproposethatthe Govemmenteswhhaﬁn

one Exmental Farm in the Provmee, where the
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~ modern improvements. in culture and in machinery

_and implements should be. tried; the results'to be

. carefully registered and published, in- order that the

- 'public may take advantage of such as are proved to
,bewalada ted to this climate: A school shouldbe

~attached tothmfarm Ihavenodoubt,thatmthe

- Province, asufficient nmnber of parents will bé found

‘ jtoeendthexrchﬂdrentolt ‘The pupils educated at -

this establishment, would be well qualified to take

- charge of the. Model: Farms before alluded to; or,

if they return to their homes, they- would spreadthe
- information they have acquired, and. set a good ex- -

"+ ample to their neighbours.. I now approach a part
. -of my subject which I fear will meet with much op- .
- position ‘at the present moment, as it involyes the
_'creation of a place.’ I-once had hopes that thees-

“tablishment of the Provincial ‘Agricultural Society -

- would render the appointment of a Supenntendent

of . Agriculture - unnegessary, .-but experience. has
* taught me how false these hopes were. - One of the
- many advantages ‘which the mother country possesses

over us is, that there are to be found, at all times, S

- independent gentlemen;. able and willing to under-

| ' mkeandperform, without remuneration, the dutiesof

office-bearers in Societies established for the' public
good ; here, this -class is, ‘wanting, ‘and though the
duties are nominally undertaken, the performance of
- them is little thought of. - In. ayoungoonntryﬁkg
- this, all are too much occupied with their own affaira’
o be able to give their time to the public; hence

: _“the whale weight of the business devolves .on one or

two:individuals who may be willing: to sacrifice their

time, but even these eannohbe canmed on. mﬁzcer- .

'tmntyatalltlmes RS
-~ To carry out any greatecheme ongncultuml

A' ‘nmpmvement, I &m of opinion that it -will be neces-

- sary to make a special appointment ‘of some indivi- -
" dual who shall devote his whole time and attention
toit. He mlght be edled Supenntendent or Com- o



~ missioner of Agnculmre ; he, with the Mayor of the

" County, and President or Presidents of the Agncuﬁ-. |
tural Society or ‘Societies in' the Connty, should be

the Trustees in whom the Model Farms before allo.

. ded to should be. vested. The government Experi-

mentdl Farm and the School should be under his

‘control: it should be his duty to sce that the Model

Faimis are properly conducted, and that all experi-

- ments at the Government Farm be duly registered -

- and pubhshed. I need hardly add how much the
 suecess'of this ‘scheme will depend on the. selection
*made of & person to fill this mest important office.

- o

The Provincial Agricultural Society may be the

| meanaofeﬂ'ectmgmuchgood. The Journal is'a

- ready mode of communicating agricultural informa-

tion to aﬂpartsofthe Province, and at its office in

Montreal there is alibrary of choicé. works on Agri-

-cultare for the use of its members. - Being composed

of persons from all parts of Lower Canads, there are
no petty local jealousies' to disturb the harmony of .
its proceedmg& It would perhaps. be advisable to
alter'its constitution 80 as to bring it into mdre direct -

' commtmication with the County Societies, to whose -
 action it might thusbe made to gnve more umformnty -

‘than'at present exists. -

-] eubmit this scheme to ihe Commlttee thh the |
utmost deference: my residence in- the country has

‘not been long, bnt I have not been an. mattentlve'_

-~ observer, md I- have had amplehmetoeahsfymy'

-gelf that its Tesources are very great, and that they

' may easily be developed with energy and activity 5

and also, fully to appreciate the excellent qualities of -
its-inhabitants amongst whoml have the pleasure to .

reside. -

I have the honor to.be,
o Sir, .
Youg_@bedlgntfsmam, .
_T. EDMUND CAMPBELIL«
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*which efficiently; would req

| 55,‘
D’Amom, 24& June, 1850. o

- 14th instant, requesting me to give such information -
~ 25 I may possess on the State of Agnculture ‘in
. Lower Canada, and the means of improving it; snd .
-also, for faoﬂxtatmg the settlement of the Crown s
Landa. B

The first part of yonr enqlzixs one, to ansiver

amoremﬁmate*

~Imowledge than I possess. ~ It is true, I have oceu< L
- pied myself with farming t0 a certain extent; and have

a general knowledge of what is done in that way in
the Province ; but; having led a:very vetired Life,
| :thhfnllompatxonmothermatbers,lhavenopre- -
. tension to the information required to- miske my res-
“marks of much. welght. Iehall therefore” only sue-
cmetly give you.'my impressions, as far 48 my own

knowledge will enable me to do sp; remivking, by -

| Atheway, ﬂxatthereare ‘numerous ‘works to which -
you eanproﬁeably refer; and, among others; T'would

. y call ‘your attenhontothosepnbhshédby;' B
_‘Mr W Evans, Secremry ofthe Lower Canada,'j

' Gmtpre;ndwe existe agamst thewlt:vatmnofﬁ o

he’ soil by our Lower Canadign population’s -and

| - invidious " comsparisons, 0 its’ dxspatagement, hav'e"""i

- ' been frequently made with that of other: comstms. ,

~ Baut, 8o far as T have been able to judge; local Gircum=
" stanges of soil and ¢limate eonmﬂered,ldoubtwhe-
ther 6ur population has any cause to be ashamied of

- entermgmtofavomabieoompehuonmththeagﬁrf"
. cultntmﬁsofotherpar&ofthmmmm =

The greatest number ofthosewhodmpprovo
 the system of cultivation adopted here; eltlm'domt_ 3

. know or sufficiently reflect: on the difficulties our
farmers have to overcome. " Among these, the short-

Inessoftheseasonforfarm:nglabourmnotthelmt, -

.When,mordmary yeam, sowmgbegms&om the 5£h' , ..
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. to the 10th of May, and fall-ploughmgceases about' i
* the beginning of November, little time is allowed -

for sufficient tillage ; and to this may be attributed,
in great measure, much of the apparent neglect in

~ cultivation. - At the same time, while it is true that |
much unjnst blame is attached to our mode of farm~ .

~ ing, it is equally certain that many - bad habits are

- followed from long use, which it wonld be desirable
to remove. The custom of sowing the.land alter- =

 mately every year,. without cither manuring or laying:
~down grass, and ngm,, time to the land to recover
itself from 'over-cropping; allowmg ‘the weeds. to -

o grow for the' purpose of pasture, instead of good -

- gmss,areamongthe worst features: ofthesystem.' -

‘To obviate these and other defects, it has beenre~ = |

- commended to raise green crops; but I apprehend, - -

that those who gave this advice, do not sufficiently

L consider the difficulty of preserving the greater part .- .

of these kinds of produce. during our long winters:

bes:&es, all lands are not suitable to such growth, and

- manure would ‘be- required to produce & reasonable
return: to do this, stock should -be raised, which

 our, wmtem render too expensive to be proﬁtable.~

. Frequent ploughing would be of ‘tise in destroyimg -
" weeds and ‘bringing. land into ‘better tilth; culture .

| _xswanhngtoaceomphsh ‘this. . It ig therefore evi-
dent, that it is easier to. find fault than to discover

" remedies for the evils we suffer. . Long experiénce ~
has - induced the . adoptxon of a syshem which has 7

“been found, upon the whole, to be the best adapted
- to the climate and soil we. have to work with;

~ ~and.we ought rather to look to the result, for the

good or evil effects of the mode followed by our peo~

- ple, than to the ‘recommendation- of theories-or.me-
' thods followed in other ‘countries, placed in circom- -
- stances dissimilar to our-own.. Although not gene- -
rally rich, the greater number of farmers in this part - =
of the Provmce, who. have -reasonably good lands,

are well to do, and hve comfortably and. contented HS
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| mdtliosewho arg . mdusmons and sa.vmg, evenon- |
“lands of inferior quality, seldom fiil to acquires

eompetency.. I infer from this, that their tillage = |

cannot be quite so bad as is frequently represented
and I believe ‘they have lLittle .cause to. envy .any.
people of the same class in other countries. In say-

mgthxsmnch,ldonot mean to aver that no im-.

provement. can beaﬁ'ectedmoursystemofmlhva—r. |
. tion; T onlypropose to shew that much unnecessary -

blamehasbeenattachedtoxt,andthatxtmnotsof@ _
asy, as some persons suppose, to introduce & better

one,  Nodoubt many improvements might be made; -
. for example:—where manure from cattle cannot be
obtained, ploughing in green herbage, such as buck-
" wheat and clover, is found to be of great use, both -
: forcleansmgtheland from. weeds, and rendering it

- more productive; and I have found, by my own ex-

 perience, that sowing grass seed with all my grain has
~hadtheeﬂ‘ectofdeetmymgweeds-ofgmngbm_i ‘
* pasture to my cattle—and, at the same time, ameli-
 orating the soil.. - My experiment has induced some

~of my neighbours to do likewise, and I doubt not it -
- will spréad to others. Fromthm,atmensytomfer,-

' »~A'.thatgoodmodelfams,conducted byexpeneneed"-‘

 and educated men, and: nponwono;mcal principles,
- -would be of the greatest benefit in: inculcating, by
o ,emmple, the.new andmoatappmvedmebhoﬂs of cul-

 tivation; and also, in aiding to eradicate old and in-

o Zliveteratehahm,whxch,ltmwen-lmown,maﬂconn T
- tnes,hasbeendxﬁiculttoovereome. : o

Agucultum}Soo:eues, mmedontnponeﬂarged :

>~prmeaples, are ‘excellent auxiliaries in producinga - .

. spirit of improvement and competition; and our so-

.~ cleties, such as they are cstablished—although in = = -

some instances managed with’ narrow and restricted -

o views—have done some goo& mcmhngemulatmn o T

in the competltors for the pnzes wluch have been of- :

fered

,'zl
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. I am not & sure that élementary works on'Agra |

. culture, distributed in' the country and the schools; 1

 would be of much use; indeed I doubt of their- being

- of any benefit, at least until a superior class of
teachers are more generally introduced in our rural
parishes. These, as almost all other kind of bopks; -
* would be merely learned by rote, the subject remain~
ing unexplained ; both because the majority of the.

teachers are too idle, and what is worse, frequently .

' too ignorant, to make the necessary commentaries,
50 as to inculeate what they pretend to teach. - Still,
as the mtroductlo%)f such books might be of use, it

. would be perhaps, money well apphed to make the

4rial. ‘
 As to the settlement of the wnld Lands of the

Crown, all that is required is to sell them at low
~ prices for cash; and to remove all difficulties in- the
_ public offices and agencies, in obtaining them ‘at.

~ onceon application. The whole evil which has for-

- merly retarded their settlement, has- arisen from the
- obatacles thrown in the way by the government. -
I have now, in as synoptical a manner as T couw,

-rephe&totheorderofreferencewhehtheCommat-

tee has done me the honor to submit for my opinion;
~ and I only regret ‘that my means did not enable me

to do it more effectually ; whwh, however, I regret

 the less, as I am convinced you will have no lack of
' mformamnﬁbmbettersoum ¢than those T posses&
- Ehave&hehonortobe, -
o S, |
Your very obedlent humble Servam, :
‘ WM. BEBCZY
J%' @ ’EA@EE, Esqmre,
o Chamnan, .
Commttee on Agncuﬂtme.




-:'.'A[“;\*' . '-',.'6*3 L <
| . S'r. TBOMAS, 24th Jun_e’,.lsﬁb. '_
; Gmmm, g '

The populaﬁon mLower Canada, of French ongm, .

are entirely ignorant of the nmproved system of Agri- - . )

culture, and in conseqnenee it will require very great
* changes before they can acquire it. Unfortunately,

 the want .of education among the. rural part of it,

prevents their improvement from Agricultaral Maga-
" zines, and their non-intercourse with Europeans or
- Americans, deprive them of acqmrmg the neceesary

o ‘mformatwn by that means, :

- After gmng the subject theinést dehberabeeon— * .

' snderamn in my power, I ‘beg leave tostate it as my
opinion; that the granting of wild Lands without any
‘consideration is bad, and must be a failure, for.it pre-
‘vents that loeal attachmen /20 netessary to. an agri- -

- wonldmommendapnee ) be put on the lands, ac-
‘ coxdmgtothenvalne, thepaymenttobema&eeasy

Agncnltnml Societies and Exhibitions have done
- much good. in all other: countries where they exist; -

and I am confident will eventually do o in Lower

~ /Canada; bnt, as yet, we have not had a-fair tml of-

their effect.

- I am of opmaon, also, somegood m:ght beobtmne&' '

' from the establishment of Model Farme 5 butfor any

Bill to work-well, a power must be given to the Su-_
. perintendents to exercise their anthority withoutanmy =~
| referenceto ﬂmparents -of those enh'nsted to-their

_The dxstnbntlon of agncultural ‘works : among the

" "Schools. will be of use; but the Semmanes and - M
~ Schools should mtroduoe Agucultnre a8 a part of -

thetr studxes. c

1 beg farthet o a&d,mmy opxmon, nothmgwiﬂ ,
¢end so much to the impfovement of the agrical-
~ tural population in Lower Canada, as the introduc-

mon of Empean or Amencan settlers on the wnld'
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Eamis in therear of the Sengmones ‘and I am satxsﬁed.

~ if we can manage to obtain the great trunk Railroad ,l !
to Halifax, it would do more for the improvement of -
Agriculture than all other Legislative enactments = . -

~ which could be introduced into Parliament. -

. Our populatlon, as I stated above, cannot acquire .
the necessa.ry information by reading,—they cannot

acquire the necessary knowledge from ocular demo_n-

stration, because no- European population remain

_among them,—a.nd for the want of cbeap and rapid

communications cannot travel, and sre thereby not -

e “only deprived of several markets for their produce,

“but the experience ‘of others, among whom they
* would naturally travel for the sale of their produce,
‘ The farms being all worn out, from having drawn

. off their riches for years without anything being put
on,—that m, from continual cropping—it will na-
, mralﬁy require means to improve them—which work,.
in various ways, should the Railroad go on, will fur-
nish them, as well as give them a ma.rket for their
_ pm@uce at their own doors.

WILLIAM PATT@N

: {Msﬁaﬁon.] : :
Boncmnvmm, 25th J une, 1850»

'ﬂ‘o the Members of the Committee apmd to ins o

‘quire into the State of Agmcuﬂtm'e in - Lower
Gmwm, R - _
- In answer to your circular, I have the honor to
- inform you -that a matter of so vast an extent as

-

" - that referred to in the circular, cannot be the sub-

ject of long oomments on my part, my knowle&ge

- being very limited. -

"~ Nevertheless, if the httle pracnwﬁ expenemce I
Possess on the matter in queshon, be not the fruit of -
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~any recentdmcovery, it will at any rate be additional
“evidence which will support and corroborate what
perhaps many others have said and stxll sayevery

W’th referenee to the present system, I can state

jtoyou, with assurance, that the manner in which it D

- works does not at all come up to the object intend-
~ed; and that not only it has not succeeded in at-

tmmngwhatm expected from it, lmt,ontheeon-“ -

- trary,it has only served to promote, instead of a prac- . -

“tical and- theorehcalknowledge, one which is erro~. L

- " 'neous and for the most part wanting in economy; . o |

mrhﬂsltbeenprﬂducuveofanyBucemas

the science of Agriculture.: -
~ I have therefore no difficulty, gentlemen, as faras» -
I amconcemed,magreemgtothe exchange of sucha -
system for any. other one whatsoever, whch cannot
fail to be a much better one. .
' Now, without possessing an exact idea of ﬂxe good

. results which might be produced by the plan pro-
posed, I think we should not hesitate one momentin

- declaring ourselves in its favor ;. it may not, perlmps, '
have the merit of being as popular as that which is

. atpresentmopemhon,butlammostﬁrmlyconvmeed -

" that it will have a most happy result, if vain preju-

dices do not throw too many obstacles in- its way.

.- In conclusion, I am in. favor of the ‘principle of
- Model Farms, and of baving a8’ manyof themaa
: pmble S
' I bave the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Yonr most humble and -
Obednent Sermnt,

FA BOURDON |




B S:i‘,_TnoMgs', 26th .June,_‘.lshso,.;_ .
- In accordancs thh your request, herewnth are

transmntted the answers to questxons ‘submitted to :
en——but, on so important-an inquiry, I consider it

the duty of every one to render all the informationin =
~ his power; ‘and in consequence, I will begm by calling - "

. to your attention, of 'whom our agricultural popula-
- éwn in Lower ‘Canada are chiefly composed. . - :
 Onur first settlers from old France were not agri-

7 ¢ultarists, but -either  Fishermen. or. the sons . of -

good families, to the latter of whom Seigniories were

e -gmnted Onthexramvalmthecountry,thehnd—-_

~ -as is the case with all new land, from the continual
decomposition: of vegetable matter—was rich, and .
although the settlers only worked one-third ‘of the

- year, with their economical habits, the gmnn& yro—‘ -

~ . duced much more than they consumed ; the remain- |

o ing two-thirds of their time they spent in smoking,

- dancing, ceremonies of the church, and on, the maﬁ o

: gOmg to-Court or Market. -

. Education was not thoubht of ; the cbildren went
' on the same way : and yet, without-any improvement
to their lzud, it still yielded more than sufficient for -~

- their &mgxes. ‘Another generation comes. on;, dnd
they begin to complain of the crops falling off, and

" mot producing * as- formerly, but for the want of .

education could not imagine the cause; and, unfor-

. tanately, the Seigniors, who actually were as much -

interested as the farmers, were neither acquamte(i
with Agriculture or cared but little about it. This
hias continued until all the old farms—in the ‘hands
of Canadians of French origin—sare 50 worn out from
continugl éropping,. they will not produce enough for
their subsistence, and the propnetors are all in debt.

- The domain I now hold was in such a state when . -

I purchased it, although cried up by all the farmers
in the District as the most productive, it actually did
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not i)mﬁuee suﬂicaent to pay the labourers. T have

'.,Msttenyeara, during which time every fieldbas
" been’ worked up on the rotahon-ctop-system andv Lo

: mycrop thelastyear,wasasfollows.-—— ST e g
-« The land under cultivation was 506 acres, and 1 ‘
msedn n1t390bnshelsofWheat,480bushe?scf ’

| * Qats, 300 bushels of Turnips, 160 bushels of Swedes;,
360 bushels of Potatoes, 10" bushels: of Barley, and .
2000 bundles of upland Hay; My Whedt averaged - -

174 bushels per bushel, 35 to the acre, weighing" 62 :
1bs.; my Oats avemged 15 bushels to the: bushei,

45 to the acre, and weighed 431bs." to- the bushel. ©
I ‘mention this to prove our land will produce equal

to any land on-the continent, if properly managed.
Asourlandsare worn out, it will require means to -

* - improve them; and capital, once introduced by way

- of pn%hc nmprovements, we might have some chance R

~ of arriving at improvement.

- Cheap and rapid communications are reqmre&. _

For instance, one of our ‘most opulent farmers. W!ﬁ

go from- this to Quebec with 2 load of mutton, six

sheep, winch he disposes of at 6s. the

| CATCABE secccesereses .-...'......'-...".'..; ..... £1 16 0-

- . (One day going up, one day crossmg' ,

- andsellmg hxsload,twodaysreturmng .

- - and leaving Quebec.). '

.. Now, my calculation i is, a day’s work'- o

L .farmanandhmseonhs fam, mworth' T e
| .53., whxchmakesfoar days E 0 0 ;

G o mmoe
- B‘mmwhmhlwﬂld&uethmexpmfwﬁmﬁys, R
'm&horse,aﬂmtﬁa.more‘ﬁhencome&exmd e

bridges, -wear dnd. tear ;. consequéntly;: opriagrd-
" coléurists taise and fatten six sheep for 2. pesicar-

“cass. - Now, as this takes plsce from this, only twelve e

 leagues from town;, kow mmch worse from any places
‘below:?: Now,allompmdmegoesupmtheeam
‘>Smy°" A- \ .‘. o



,’:68

The old lands caanot support the inhabitants,

therefore, they must leave : if something on a large

scale for the introduction of capital takes place; and . :

o 4that,mmy opinion, is the grand Trunk Railroad, .

" which will farnish work on the spot to:the agricul-

‘turists, a market, during its construction, for theu'
produce, and turning into immediate cash.’ R
~The introduction of European farmers among us.

~ Settling and opening the Wild Lands, thereby im-

.provmg the climate.

'And when completed, & cheap. and rapl& commn-_' -

8 nication to sevetal markets; and all of which would |

- tend to give us the means to improve, and the intel-
ligence required to know how to accomphsh it.

. 1 have the honor to be, .
2 - Gentlemen,
Your most obedient and

: Humble Servant, : ,
. - WILLIAM: PﬁTTON .
_ ’Eo the Genﬂemen of the :

.+ Committee on Agnculture.
o [Tmnsﬁatmn.] S ' e

R o Tmoxs Pmom, 27$h June, 1850
§ '.H.‘o t&ne Members of the Committee appointed to in-

. quire into the State of Agucultnre, &e. -

- Gm'rmmm, o

L
| .--\

I Bave the honour to acknowledge the recenpt of S |

i your circular of the 14th instant, and hasten to com-

.- municate to you the little information I possess; con-

sidering myself fortunate, if the few suggestions T =
shall make, are of some use to you mthepatrﬁom_ :

work you have undertaken.

- Agriculture, as practised in Lower Canida at the -
ar :present day, is a matter of routine, siow, and pro-
g ductwe of ummportanﬁ results, although it reqmres



cous:demble labour on. aeconnt of the bad system '

' “which is followed, and the state of imperfection of

the implements which are used. = This state of things °

"“’haslongcreatedadeexretoseegreatchangesmonr 3

" method of cultivation.  The Legislature, it is true;

- have given us the 1 means of estabhshmg A.gncultural .

~ Societies, doubtless thinking that these Societies =~
. ‘would: prove to be a.means of encouragement and of

improvement.. ‘'We should consider ourselves in- - .

debted to the Legxslature for having given us those

i means, but tbese Societies have not attained, nor will - -

- they ever attain, the object which ovght to be ex= -

. pected in legislating on this subject, that is, to afford
4 '.'assmtancetotheagnculmmtwhosemeansarescanty, s
. by enabling him. to: reap a greater quantity withaless -

. amount of time ‘and labour; the Societies havemot' . . .
‘ done this -—-Theu- results have, as yet, been ptodug- T

. tiveof no effect, or nearly so.—The prizes distributed, o
sometimes fall to the lot of anmtnguer who hassue--

ceeded in deceiving the judges. . At othertlmes, and - B

it is most often the case, a farmer in easy circumstan-
" - ces carries oﬁ'apnzeforwhchhehasonlyhadthe ,
“trouble of going to:the exhibition.. And again; for -

"'what objects are prizes given? for the least ill- -

~ favoured animals of a debased and aegenerate breed. -

- Besides, there is no improvement in. the ploughing,

. the mauuring, the draining, the making the land -
- Tlighter, the agricultural implements, - &ec. . No care -

_ is taken'to suggest to.the farmers.the. meansof

e restoring to the land, by particular manures adaM o

to each quality of soil, the force and strength .

" which it has. beendepnved of by the crops. . This

is what the Societies should have done, andwhat' o

- they haye fuiled in doing. I can epeak with a

little kmowledge of the- matter, havmg been for -

‘three years Secretary to one of ‘these’ Socxetzes.

L Nevert.heless, they cost about £10,000 to the Pro-

vince, annually. I think; therefore, that it would =
~ be wiser fo abohsh these Socletnes, and- substntute e
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" Model Fams. onemeachmmpamym.ﬁabew

- sufficient for the present. These. Farms should be - .

" confided to expert and intelligent agriculturists; and

. -if we cannot find such men here; let them be brought )
 from the’ ‘mothercountry. - They ought to be guffi- -~ -

| “cient to furmsh a living to the person Workmg them;

" 'He ought also to. be entrusted ‘with the duty of S

~ teaching the theory and pra.ctxce of Agricultureto a -

" certain numberof young men sent from each Parish .

. oftthe Municipality. - There should be in these farms: = -~
- . -all the most useful and best-yielding seeds; the most

_ improved a.grxcnltural implements, and. the snimals
~ best appropriated to our climate. “If these expenses
. "»aretoogreattobeallmcumd in the sameyear; let -

the -sum' at- present expended by the "Agricultural

Societies, be- applied every year to this object; and -

" 4n'a short time we will see Model Farms scattere&
_over the whole face of the: country. - : s
“These farms will be a powerful stunulus for the :

| anadian Agriculturists, who will naturally fedl in=

- clined to adopt a system of ‘culture which they will

- see ‘0 successful with others. The present genera- =~

tion require practical: Agriculture; the time for-the-

- oryhasgonebyutreqmresaomethmgwhmhspeah' '

»wthe mind and strikes the eye: - Lo
- Tdongt pretend to say, however, that i mstmcuon -
~ in‘the theory of Agmnltnre shiould beneglected ; on

o the contrary; I am'of opinion; that the distxibution of

- small elementafy treatises on Agriculture throughot

- . ‘{he'country parts,wouldbeof‘greata&vmtageforthe_ '
- rising “generation’’ but these treatises should be . .
- purely-elementary; and - written in termsaﬁmmple -
- - and-clear as pssible; forif they contain:'too :many
- ’technmdeupreesmnsan&detmls,theywﬂlbemcom-._ _
* prehensible’ o the greater humber, who will: lay -

thiem ‘aside. - ‘They shiculd be distributed at as low
© a’price-as possible,- ‘and-if- gratmtously, 30 muck the
| -'better. : Thesebookwshouldbe place&m the ham‘is_ :
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f}if o ofthecbxldren attendmb g the schoola a&araheyhgve S
., learned their slphabet. - . P
Ifthe preceding remarks canbeofany usetoyon,

1 shall deem myself fortumate in having contributed

somethngtowardsxmprowngthelotofagreatpor-f o

i " tion of my fellow-eountrymen. S
' I have the honor to be, _
.. Gentlemen, - -
- Your obedlent Servant,

 CHAS.T. DUBE’ E

- '[Tmnélaﬁoh.]" | e
R ‘Tondmo,%?th June, ‘185('9.'T D
Sm,

received on the part of the Committee on Agricul-

Inanswerto the mrcular whmh I ha.vethwdayf L

: turemLowerCanada.Ihavethe honor to- subxmt‘ _, D

| the follomngremarks "

- From pex-sonal observatmn; I thmk that cnlhva- L

- tion, is improving in Lower Canada ‘but jts Pprogress
" is slow,. andltxsnndoubwdlypossxhleto stnmulatelt .
much more. - =
""" The public moneys gmnﬁed to the Connty an& B
District, Societies are not; productive of all_the good . -

- whxch m:ght be expected, not from any want ofzeal -

on the part of these Soc:etzes, ‘but because the sys,

. -tem. is bad. Prizes are given, for wlnt xs;nged,i“ |
" the most deserving at: the; exhibitions; bt the, anje | -

: imals,gmnor other- amdesforwhlchthese prizes

-aregmnted arefrequenﬂyofaverymfworde-,“

seription, . .- I

Nopmnsmtakentoasmman@ .( i ﬂlﬁ
‘cmmatancea attendant upon,.and, themtbod £10=
‘ployed in,. obtammg the ygrious. results... thcal :

- experiments are not suﬁic;ently enconrage;l ngr.is

‘the: mtro&nchon of xmproved lmplements. Tlm
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pmes—frequenﬂy spent bythose whohave obtmned SR
: them, without being of any ‘benefit to the progreas of

: ture—are far from covering the expentes and -
‘lossof time caused by the exhibitions,  If some more-

L advanced Counties show. proofs of z any progress, the S

'labsence of deimled reports prevent its 'development.
- If these exhibitions are to be continued, - they abso-

 lutely require some radical improvements. - I amof =~
- the same opinion as those who' would prefer to see .
. Model Farms established—I mean practxcal schools .
IR - § Agncultnre—ﬁxmlshmg, mthm agiven eompass,f' o
e examples adapted to the condition and means of the

: mass of farmers. This plan does away with experi- -

" - ments of a purely scientific or conjectural nature; .

. italsoexcludesa lengthy course of mstructlon in the -

" science of Agricdlture., R

. These two latter objects could only be put mto_ .
 practice in one sole and central establishment; inas-

. much as the costs would be conmderable and prodnc-‘ .

tive.of no profit. .

‘Mr. David Handyside, of Chambly, has placedm o

. ,‘my hands a p]an of a Model Farm, which I have
great pleasure in. laying before the. Commxttee. I-

" am unable to decide upon its applicability; bat T . -
know that Mr. . Handyside has drawn it up with

: ¢ care, and that he possesses extensive information
" on the state of cultivation in our country parts, and

e hxs views appear tox me to be pamohc and dxsmte. | e

o The msuﬂicxency of the drains and water-courses,
" the want of artificial meadows, the use of seed which'
- has become fouled by being mixed with weeds, are
"* among. the number- of the general obstacles in the
" way of Agriculture. - The lateness of the sowing, in

. cunsequenceofwhchthegmnﬁ'eezesmtheautnmn, o

' is one of the great causes of the poverty whichexists -
. innewlycleared places. The new settlers—instead of
. working for others; or makmg potash-early in the =
T sprmg—-ought to bm by sowmg thexr ﬁelda, au& by



e ~;fdangsom aPmPermanner, thoughtheeﬁentmht |
- 20t be so great. - To. impart information respecting

the expenses attendant upon Agriculture, should be
-one of the first dntaes of those who will undertake to . -

- ‘encoutagesomportantanart. The Jm’?ub“
lished at Montreal in ‘each language; separately, by ¢

. Mr. Evzms, has renderedand still continues fo render |
great service. It is more and -more appreciated.

" * The difficulty . of corresponding with those to-whom

it is sent, and the costs of collecting the snbscnptmns, ’

. “have ¢aused a considerable deficit to occur in the pub- -

S 'lwamon of that _]ournal, .which caninot be covered un- - . - o

less the public grant be continued to the Agnculmral -

Somety of Lower Canada,; under whose auspices it -
- is published. . T therefore respectfully recommend,

*that the approbatmn of your. Committee and of the -

. Legislature be -given to the determinafion-of the
~ - above mentloned Society- to -apply -all its’ resources

to the publication of ‘that journal, until more abun- -

dant receipts from the farmers place it mtheu-power o

) .% hold a Provmclai Exhbmon. .

. J. P, Lmonon,Esq, o
B ClerktoCongmzttee. '

. ‘:‘ﬁéﬁoﬁaﬁu&
L AL N Monm, ,
c Montreal

‘ Dm Sm, : | L
- Yours, ofthe 26th ult:mo, was duly reeexved; en-
-closing statements of Legislative grante 16 the vari-
" ous Agricultural Societies in Lower Cariada. - These
will be noticed in their order in this communication.
. 1 now proceed to place before you. a Model Farm
ini detail, and will humbly endeavairr 'to point out.
the manner in whlch it ought 10 be: eondncted. 1yl

A N. MORIN L
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MODEL FARM. I £
. In extent One hupdred and 6Ry arpents, one
- " hundred of which under tillage, fity fnji -
. wood, with suitable buildings, such asli.
" “dwelling house, barns, stables, &e., mayll -
- N = be mhued fdt ~eee | . nq M K114
. T Stock the same, the following is pro- :

. poseds— o ‘
6.Horses, each £15 = .« .
. 1 CanadianStallion, for the use of the County
.12 Milch Cows, 90s. . ... Ceer  ees
_ 1 Agrshire Bull, for the Dairy as well a8
Count; T eee

" 50 half-blood Sheep, Merino, each 108~ ...)| .

la.nl,. -u eor m !

.
o

R S L. &l 244
"~ . IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY.
" - 6 gettsof Cart and Plough Harness, each 80s.};
-8 Box Carts, 100s. e
2 Tron Plougbs, 1208, .- T e e
- ¥ Sabscil’Plough; 1208 e - R
" . 2 pairs Harrows, 508, .. Ceee e
1 Drill Plough, 1008, «e - e
1 Bollel‘, _mde of_ Oak, 503. EYT T eee
2 Scythes, 10s. ;' 12 Sickles, 38s." ..c %

" [ noeﬂ, 1530-'- T e . . eee :Q
12 Shovels and Spades, 42s.; 4 Dung Forka,|| -

16s.; 4 Hay do, 10s.5 4 Rakes, 53. ~

2 Whee“)al'fom, 1580 X . ooe - " ees

20 - 10t & £

o= A

FOR THE DAIRY. "

. - 1 Threshing Mill,... “wie T ees I 70

1 Cheese Press, = oo - oo £

1 Charmy, . eee - ees L2
80 tin Milk Pans, 28. 6d. -~ <. 7

1 Bolm, bnﬂ& i Bﬂckﬁ, ose R )

= 1D
to e B

o Becocooo -
o cP000000

- ol.es o009
ol co. 0o

Y- X-T

o o

T 2| 166{13] 0] 410
- Add, for Contingencles, Fencing, &e. . Cees]| see Joueloes

18; 0
71 ¢

: -“89

'£laoooi ol o

I now proceed toi 'sﬁow how the 100

acrés should

be arranged and cropped the first year:—

- T would divide the Farm into fields

of 10.acres

cach, and shall designate them No. 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,

7, 8; 9, and 10; .
To be cropped as follows :—

- No. 1.—Fall wheat with dung ;‘ sown in vwitﬁin.'

N

‘gmgsesinspring.. S \



No. Z—Sprmg wheat vmh ﬁung, sown in mth‘ L :

grasses inspring. .
No. 3.—Barley.
" No. 4.—Barley.’
'&‘NN0.5.—-Oats ' o
" "No. ¢ .--Mangel Wurtzel, thh ﬂung
No. 7.—~Beans.

No. &-—-—Three of wluch in potatoes w:th dung,

-  ;7 pease.

NOQ lO.—PaBm

"It now follows to give - é. moderate 1dea of the |
prospect of a crop from the above distribution:— -

- _No. 1....m acres Fall Wheat, 25 bmhe!s per .

No. 9. -—Pasture, wluch may be fonml on the farm.

we—-2503 at 4& Gd. T eee T ees "0 , k r, ‘ L AP ;“

- No. 2..~10 scres ‘Spring do; 14 bushels per|| |

.‘ m_l“. 3‘48. < ees ‘ees _wes
.Noe. 3-and 4.—20 acres Barley, 25 bmshela,
: . per acre—500, at 2s, “ess | e
LNo.B-lOacmOats,%bmhelnperwe— . :
. 250, at 18.'8d, -

- No, 6.-—10 acres Mangel Wurtzel,600bunhels S
acre——-G,

e w 000 C L eee
"~ He. 7.—10anresBeans,30bmhelspermo—
. 800, at 5a. 6d....
No. 8.7 acves Peaae, 30 bushela peracre—- :
210,at23.8d. : ...
: 8 acres Potatoes, 150 bmhelsperacre
—450’ a% ‘ﬂn ees Kl . .' e

DAIBY PBODUCE.

:uadymwd,and not’ exzended,th S |
- ‘ought to produco in the ten monthsofli . |-
eaohym?,ﬁoo;allonsmnk, which wm o

essom.caime’.acsd.' '- aeso 9 'o

: 105| ol of
'l‘welve(}alvea.raiaedonthechmwbeyand R I
grass, willbe worth the first year, cach 28a.|| . -




- e \.—saad].:s &1‘&"
' Brougbt OVEr e . e 120 0 288{10} ©
" of the dairy, weighing each: 250 lb&-—- -
3000, at 258, .. . £3710. 0l - |-
. Deduct first cost, 20s. each, 12 o-0f 1}
~ , I PR - 145)'0] 0
. 8 Colts, worth the Grst year, 20 dollars  wo.ll eee freefee I5{ 6] ©
- The services of the Stalhon, to 100 Marea,at “} S
" . 20s. each, - - ces Jaoelesel| 100} O] ©
‘The service of the Bull o 100 Cows, at 2a. ) ‘ ; l '
6& mch, e coefl see feaalues|l 2210} O
SH’EEP.
The Fleeoe of ﬁfty head, each 4 lbs.-200, at S}
1e.8d. ... .o zglns 4
50 Lambs,ﬁvemomha’ol& 78. Gd. e |l 28251 0] - R
o . ' . -1 35 ' 4
-, Tl
£ 586‘ sg

o I note here, bemg now autumn, t.hat the Sﬁock toi |
be prcmded for during the winter, is as foﬂbws*——-

7 horses and mares.”
- 13'(12 cows and 1 buﬂ)
12 calves.
" 3 colts.
- 50 sheep.
_ 12 hogs.
. o7

. Their provision will be noticed bereafter. . =

—

EXPENSES,
.mm Ploughman, with board, . ... 20
His Wife to have charge of theD . 10
". Seeond Ploughman, with board, : ool 26

- Four Apprentices, (if poesible C‘auadinns,) {
serve fér two years, ehtar ag &heageo

18 and leave at 20, each at £8, S - 94
A Dairy Mald, (a Canadian, )"’ ‘e 9]
630 minots Oats, for 7 homes dnﬁngehevw :

at 1s. 8d.... dee’ Y L -39
630 loads of Manure tn ‘e’ imrchmd first

yw, ﬂ!&d‘ pu lmd oee T - eee . 17

Coatoﬁ' Seeds for Cvopp!ngthe Farm, say £ 854

sece - ? .

‘Carrled forward

159




T e[ e[de

: Bmﬂgb‘ f“mfd 4'\ i»‘u e " _ oov {evefoee 159 ‘2(6 T

' BOARD OF THE SERVANTS. | o

The Food to cousist of, as follows, thtonghout] -
-7, the yeariw

-~ Breakfast and Supper; Porridge and Milk.

Dinner; Animal Food and Soup, with VQa-
tables from a Kitchen Garden :

wn.r. BRQUIBE :

Cwt. qr. lbc.

45 . 7 Oauneal, at 7063 - .87 ]9
- 22 3 Beeﬁ' and Pork, at S7s.4d. ] 421
689 gallons Milk, 283d ./ .. ooe 7 |19
104 minoﬁ& Pom, at’ 18. oai e 5 N
- 80 do Wlmc, grolmd for Bread, at 45. 8

: Shmgﬂmfouhaymr, © lege o ol sob feesfensf] - 32 B} ©°
Tearmdwwoflmplemon&aoﬁﬂnuhndry Cavefoucfensft 200} Q.

Exwm

Frmth!smphmnfﬁ%ma&l.mbedo- N

“ ducted the Revenue arising out of the| 2
. Stallion spd ‘Ball, which would not be e
WWNW‘&EFM& . ooell ‘oon |ooe . 3 |

.o Leamga veryrmpectablemargmtothe farmer
- for his year'’s work, besndee his family comformbiy .
.Iodgedandfﬁ‘ PR .
o Enowproeeedtopmmde forthe 97 hearl of am-,.
L mab,fmmthe 1st Novembertotheﬁﬁth.&pml. .
methe@ﬂﬁ@bmhehmangelwmtzdlmﬂo@on-»

‘ sume,asfoﬂows‘—- " ':,;; L

: az cows and 1 hnll—-ls head—each.......tsz’n»ea’mi
- 7' hprseg.........‘ * laeans D460 32T

‘.'I........ "

46 198
90 sheep... w46 2500
| 32 h fe& ﬁ:om the dmry..‘.‘..l.‘.‘.;;,’:;.::ii.‘:...o..;..',..' -

...... —rm L

: 97 ‘ ' . : - '. . o Toml buehe]s...'....l%gl ‘

N
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As respects fodder, you will find ample when I
draw your attention to the stra.w that will be } pro-
duced from

20 acres barley,

10 ¢ oats,

10 s¢ beans,

7 86 pease‘

47
The properties of all of which. are considered in my
native country (Scotland) excellent food for cattle,
and will keep them in high condmon.

On the 1mpurta.nt subject of manure, you can
easnly see that alarge quantity will be produced from
the 97 head which will be fed the first winter; you
have also the 20 acres of wheat straw, for their
bedding, which will materially increase the stock of -
manure.

- Before taking leave of this part of my subject, I
B)eg to draw your attention to the 10 acres of fall
wheat which you will notice I have recommended.
Iam fully aware of the great dislike the Lower
Canada farmer has of following out_thns method
themselves; I have perfect confidence in sowmg win-.
ter wheat, from ha.vmg had practical experience of
its success. :

In the yea,r 1825, I had an interest in a farm of
300-acres in the pansh of Longue Pointe, and bemg
anxious to introduce the Scotch system of- sowing,
'winter wheat, to which I had been accustomed inmy -
early youth, T therefore determined to put the ex-

ent to the test, in dnrect ‘opposition to the
opnmon of an old respectable Scotch farmer, full of
prejudice, who admitted never havmg tried it, at the

same tlme stoutly. mamtamed that it would be.a

.....

August to till two ﬁelds adjoining each other, each.
10 acres in extent—1I ploughed them twice and did
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equal justxce to Bbtﬁ—the one' Isowed abdﬁﬁ the 15th
-September; “harrowed well, and rolled in with &
' 'heavy roller. ‘The other I sowed the following

- gpring, say 15th May, with the same treatment, and o

" when I harvested, the result wasas follows:—

" Fall wheat, 30 bushels per acre, wexght, 65lbe. -
Spring wheat, 14 do. ~  do. do” 60lba.
I may be asked, ‘What kind of winter had you?

'I answer, Such a one as may be termed an average.
I would beg to ask prejudiced men of Lower

-Canada, how it happens that Upper Canada farmers.

almost always succeed with their winter wheat? .
* They nearly have the same quantity of snow as

- we have, and we all know that snow is the great
protector.

Let Lower Canada do away mth all its old pre-

judices and follow thmgs new, whxch will be for 1ts
_ -advantage. .

"I am firmly of opmmn, from Eong observatlon, tha%‘ -

the French Canadian farmer endeavours to cultivate -
too much Iand, considering' his means. The conse~

: quence is, the labour is badly Performe& and a8 1t is o

to be expected, yxelds miserable ¢rops. -

‘Were the kabitents (1 speak of them asa whole) .

to confine their attention mdustmoﬂsly to the culti-

vation of 50 acres, they ‘would, in the end, become R

better farmers, and able to enjoy the reasonable
comforts of life ; asalso in a few years get rid of that
~ curse—debt to their country merchants—from which,
> unhappﬂy, very few of them are exempt; and, as a

" matural consequence, has been: productive of much

. misery all over Lower Canads. While onthesub-

- ject of debt, T have often wondered how it came that . |

- habitant was in debt : economical in his habits,
frugal, I may say even to a fault, still we are told
that he cannot meet his engagements. How is this?
I will auswer, and to you, & Canadian gentléman for
* whom I have a high respect, I will frankEy exprese :
my sentiments. L .
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The Izabztant, in hw present posntxon, from want of :
- that great blessing, education, is degraded and nes .
glected : his natural talents are good; and by being
guided and encouraged, he ‘would, ere long, become

. ~ useful, as also hold his rightful position in society.

- During ' long. residence in this country, now 34

. -years—and which, from the nature of my pursuits,has

* brought me in contact with Canadian Agriculture—

A have watched, I am sorry tosay, the gradual decline

of its prosperity; and, in the same period, Thave
looked with wonder at_the proceedings of -our Le- -
gislature, in not finding one solitary member of that -
Assembly taking an interest in the subject on which

I am now writing you. It would have been well

for this country. that more attention had been paid,

- by the representatives of the people, to this interest-

ing and important object.  Yet it isnot toolate todo
~well; establish model farms throughont the country I
the expense is insignificant in a Legislative pomt of © -
. view, and, depend upon it, much good would spring -

o ?&;_A,"out of it.

“'On' the score of Legnsiatave »encoumgement Ibeg e
to correct myself, as I have now before me yourkind ~~
favour of 26th ultimo, already acknowledged, hand-
ing statements of Grants to Agricultural Societies
- “throughout Lower Canada for the year 1847, being - -
the latest return that could be obtained: amount
" £4,579 12a. 3d.; currency. . This is so far well, but
- T much question the good that has been produced

- ~-ﬁ'om such an outlay. S -
- At the various exhlbmons it ‘may - have amuse& -
~spectators; and gratified the successful competitors; -
but in theend I would ask, Has it improved the
‘breed of cattle ? or does it at this day shew any im-

~ provement, generally, in Agriculture in this section-
 of the country? I humbly answer, No.

1 bave had occasion to attend one or two of those -
exhlbltlons, and on examination I found a few horses, -
<owS, samples of peaee and Imhan corn, but saw
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neither wheat, barley, oats, oxen, pigs, or any of the |
valuable roots for winter feed, of which this country
is lamentably deficient. In a word, in my belief, the
sums given awsay at many of these shows exceed
. thewhole value of the stock exhibited ; and again, it |
~ . has been admitted. that the, farms of many of ‘the . -
' successful competitors; are often found to be in the.
-worst order. I am well aware of the importance of
. such encouragement,_amlfeel satisfied- the intention
——of the Legislature meant good ; but be assured it has
. not had the desired effect. - -
As 1o doubt these grants will still be contmued, ‘
‘would strongly urge on your notice the happy re-
sults that would arise by confining the premiums to
those only whose farms are carefully conducted ; out-
. houses iin.good order; sufficient food for the cattle in
" winter; in fine, a neatness and comfort in each do-
. mestic circle: were these few rules attended to, we' = .
" 'would see, for a time, much less. competmon, andin
its stead a much higher blessing, viz : industry, emu-
Batxon, and compara.twe wealth. These suggestxons e
" tr+¢ 1 submit to your serious- -eonsideration, .7tV U o s
" As an evidence of winter feed for cattle bemg "
_-miserably deficient, I state, without fear of contra-
diction, that around this village, to a distance of six
mlles, where T occwonally take my walk, you will, .
‘seé in the farm yards one or two horses, a few cows; .~ -
calves, colts, sheep, and hogs, all in wretched condi- -
- tion. Those few, who are able to buy hay, have to
draw it from a distance; and are NOW paymg forty'
alnl]mgs per hundred bundles. = :
& - Further, I may-venture to say with- equal conﬁ- e’
. dence, that from Chambly Basm to the outlet of the
-~ Richelieu at Sorel, and on both sides of the said
river, -including the concessions, extending to the
St. Lawrence on the north, and to the St. Francis
" on the south; the same deplorable state of things
(with a few exceptlons) exists. I will only add, on
. thxs head, to support my assemons, that a highly
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respectable gentleman, in a 'neighbouring parish, is
at this moment drawing hay from a distance of 12
- miles. He has, to: my personal knowledge, spent
— Mﬁmoney_warconsxderableﬁamonnt, ir endeavouring to
~ = _promote Agnculture, and as yet, it happens, he bhas =
A not been able to raise, within himeelf; the necessary ~ -~ -
winter fodder for the small stock -he keeps.” And
* again, looking to the distance he has to fetch ‘his
~ supply, is ample proof of the wretched condition
- generally, of the French Canadian farmers, in tlns :
sectlon of the Province. - :
' This alone, through your influenice; compels me to
urge on the notice of Members of the Lower House, - .
the necessity of devoting more attention than they
have already- done, to the promotnon of thxs all-m- '
portant object. ' o
If the Legislature should see fit to make appro- ,
“priations for establishing Model Farms—and I am . . .°
~ not without hope that some action may be taken
‘thereon this session—I would recommend, as i will .
. beé necessary to. appoint individuals of respectability . .
t6 supérintend these farms,” that it be their duty to
visit the said farms at least once in every week, 80
that the servants may see that there is a watchful -
~eye over them. Again, the Superintendent should
be held to keep register accounts and statements,
- shewing how the farm or farms under his care are
_ conducted; as also, the accounts should exhibit &
~ full and detailed view of all disbursements snd re- -
ceipts—in fact an account current—-——shewmg the pro-
fit or loss arising out of the undertaking. These
documents should be made up to the 30th Aprilin
“ each year, to be laid before the Leg:elature, as evi--
dence of the good, which I am sa.ngmne enough to
- hope may be the result. -
Individuals employed to take cha.rge, ought to be
reasonably paid for their services ; and for this end, -
~ to ensure vigilance on their parts, givé them a"libea o
ral interest in the result of the farm; which, if well -
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mamged, Iam satxsﬁed will yxeld a sniﬁcxent sur-
~ plus to remunerate any class of men that would nn- |

- dertake such a charge. - - -

' On the other hand were the Legnsla.ture to attach .
. - fixed salaries to such.appointments, I fear the same " .

amount of good would not be attained; and in all- .

human probability, entail & loss upon the country.
. Let any appointment work out its own good, and
we may then hope for success; but rest assured mot ‘
otherwise. . |
- I fear I have. already deta.med you too long 3
" but I ‘would crave your indulgence to say a few
words, through you, to our young French Canadians
of the higher order. It is much to be regretted that.
as yet they have shewn no ‘taste for the gentlemanly »
- profession of Agriculture.” a
‘Had they done so_years ago, their good example '

o would have had a powerful effect.in rousing the Ca~

' nadian peasantry to industrious habits; and at this -
.day, would have shewn a very different state of-

: -_\,;. things to that: whlch exists in L every ! Canadian parish, ... v'

) - Still let us hope, in this respect, to see a change for

 thebetter. I venture to recommend, without giving
.. offence, that they retire into the country, where
~ many of them have large properties, and there take
a lively interest in agricultural pursuits; which, in
the end, will make them useful to themselves and a

o pattern to those who, no doubt, would look up to

them for instruction. -I bhave been led . to express
these. few -words from -the deep interest I have

| _a,lways felt, and will still continue to feel, for better- 3 -

o mg the condition of the Canadmn farmer.
' Iremain, =
My dear Su‘, S
- Your’s sincerely, -
(ngned,) DAVID HANDYSIDE

. Cmmm, 18th Apnl 1850
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] Mommn, 19&{ June, 1850, -
Gmwmsn, |
I have, for many years, urged the necessnty o&' ob-

- *tammg the Statistics of Agriculture in Canada, with w0
- g view of" ascertammg its. true condition;. and -its S

- annual products, supposing that it would be the °
. most-proper mode of proceeding, in order that suita-
. ble remedies might be adopted for its amehoratlon
.where its improvement was most required. -
In the year 1842, when acting as Edltor of the
¢ British American Cultivator,” I published a series
of ¢ Questions” which I proposed should be sent to
- the-Clergy -of the several Parishes, with a request
that they would endeavour to reply to them, or to

" as many of them as possible. I had previously, by. -

- letter, brought the subject before the late Lord

. Sydenham, when Governor General but he took no -
"fnotxce of my letter. '

- The following are some of the Quest:nons I allude

., o, with eome shght alterations, and a few added.. : N
- The census “taken last year, includes, or rather e~ - -

‘swers, many of these questions; but I humbly con-

. ceive there are many very material omissions in the

- . Act for taking the census, so far as régards the Sta-
 tisticaof Agriculture. ) .
. QUESTIONS,
l.-—Name the Parish. '
. 2.—Extentin arpents, or as near as possxble
. 8.~Number and size of farms, -
' 4.~—Nature and general quahty of the soxl.
- .~Nature of the sub-soil. : :
6.—State of the drainage- generally :
_* %.~Number of arpents under plough; or arable.
8.—~Usual course of cropping, and modes of culti-
vatlon, and manuring for each crop..
9.—Whether weedmv the crops is genera.lly prac-
* ticed; what weeds prevail most, and do they abound
'80 as to be injurious. -
10, —What number of arpents m meadow
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11.—N umber of arpents in pasture, and state the -
quahty of the pasture, and what proportion of it has
 been cultivated. Are the weeds regularly cut down,
-or.are they allowed to mature. How are the cattle"
| 'anpphed with water; and is there any shade by trees,
~hedges, or otherwise. -
~ 12.—Number of arpents waste, but. occupied;
what proportion is capable of cultivation; whether
all is bearing wood, or what else: what is the walue
of the wood, and is it kept for the farmer’s own use:
. 13.—Number of arpents of unoccupied waste ; its
‘quality, and suitableness for settlement. and cultiva-
tion ;. and on what terms attainable for occupation or -
settlement.
14.—Average quantnty of Hay, per arpent; from
 artificial grass and from . natural grasses; and is the
_ hay generally well cured; are there much clover ar
other grass seeds sown. -
* 15.—Number of arpents, and quantity prodaced
per arpent, of Wheat, Rye, Barley, Oats, Buck-
* wheat, Pease; Beans; Indian Corn, and other grains
not specified, in' the last year; also, the qualityof
the samples of each, and whether clean, and of un-
-mixed varieties. -
. 16.—What are the varieties of Wheat cultivated:
‘what time sown generally.  Are the crops. Liable to
mjnry by the wheat-fly; and which is early ar late
sowing found to answer best. Are the crops well har-
vested and in good time: how are the. crops, cut
down, and managed subsequently, until housed, _
. -17-~Are there any Hops; and what nnmber of
. arpents cultxvated, and what produce., - . :
- 18.—~Number of arpents of Potatoes; how culti-
vated; any manure applied; and how: subject to
. disease in seed or crop, or not: what varieties are
- cultivated, and which varieties - are least liable to
disease; what time planted produce per arpent:
- "19.—Number of arpents under green crops; how
cultivated. - What are the varieties; what produce
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- of each per arpent, and how are the products em-
ployed.
20.—Number of arpents in summer fallow thtp
mode of executing the process, and when commenced;

. what thé-quality of the:soil. : Is summer fallow. ..

. found to be beneficial to the soil, and what erops: are

generally grown after it. -

21.—Number of Horses employed in Agmculture, :
and for other purposes. Are the males genera.lly'
 geldings.
 22,—Number of VIares kept for work, and bree&-
ing s and what attention is there given to procure a -
good race of ‘horses, of pure Canadian or other
breeds; and which breed is consndered best and most
profitable. |
: 23.—Number of Oxen kept for work; how are

- they worked'; and are they considered better -than

" horaes for work, and cheapest to keep what, ageare- ' ‘

* they disposed of, and in what state.
24, —Number of Oxen annually fattened on grass,

U andlstall Ted, each: sepamtely, what degree of fate. - . -

b ness do they attain in either case, and how long fat~

tening; what description of food is supplied to them
when stall feeding, and what average weight do they
be brought to, when sold to the butcher. Are those-
generally fatted upon grass regularly castrated when
calves. . Is it oxen that have been worked that are
fattened, or to-what age are oxen ‘generally kept,
~ when disposed of fat, either grass or stall fed.
'25.—Number of milch Cows kept; and- of what
: descnptlon whether of pure Canadian, miixed, orof -
other pure breeds: which are found the best and"
most suitable. What average quantity of milk do
they produce daily, each ; and what quantity of milk
is reqmred toproduce one pound of butter from each . .
breed.
26. --N umber of Calves raised for rmg or meat 3
how many of male and female kept for stock ; arethe
male calves ea.stmted, d at what age. Are the



mlves rmsed ‘upon the cows, or fed out of tbe paxl ,ii.“ _
“and if the latter, do they get all mxlk, or what sub-

. - stitute,
- 27.—-Number of Sheep of the long: woolled breeds L

| their quality ; average weight of carcass when at ma-

. “turity, snd fat; and of each-fléece; also, value, W

pmmcl of wool, and how disposed of.
- 28,—Number of Sheep of the short wool breeds
,tl:enr quality; weight of carcass when at maturity,and

.oﬁ

~ing .and for meat; value of the latter when eold.
What is the average mortality until weaned, per
“hundred born ; are the male Iambs caatrated before E
- they are weaned, or when. ‘ =
30.—Number of Sheep, of alldescnptxons, sheared
in a year; the breed, quality, and value of sheep

. generally, and ‘what breed are most esteemed: how
' _ are they kept in snmmerandmwmter, wnthregm'd
SEPE wfood aretheypastnredthhotherstockmsummer.
~'8l.—Number of Swine fattened in'a year; what. - -7 - -

are they fattened upon generally: - their ages and

_ average we:ght what are the most estcemed breeds;
‘what proportion is sold by the farmers;. what price

per 100 Ibs. would be considered fair remuneration.

.32.—What quantity of cheese and butter are made

in a year; are the dairies good and suitable, and is

the produce of cheese and butter of good quality ;

how are both dxsposed of, and at what prices.

© . 33.—~What is. the mortality in stock annually,—

' horses, neat cattle, sheep, and mne,—-what are the

prevailing diseases, and supposed causes; are they

fat: weight of ﬂeece, value per pound, how disposed
20N umber of Lambs bred in the year for rear- . |

under the .control ‘of medical skill and remedleaxf .

properly applied.

- 34.~What is the state of the roads how are they
. repaired. '
- 35.—-What is the state of water commumcatxons, :
if there areany ;- might they be made useful, and how. |
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| 36 —-What is the state of thefarm h‘,m and- o

buildings ; are they good and suitable geperally.
37. —Wha.t the state of the fences, and matenals
" used.
' 38.-—-What the rate of wages for all descnptxons |

"“of servants and: labourers, and the probable number. . | ;
employed by farmers, and their efficiency. State if
farm labourers are to be had at all times to meet the

demand for them as ploughmen, and for other works. .
- 389,—State if there are any domestic manufactories
carried on; describe what they are—their extent, and
-the value of . their manufactures annually—also, the
number of persons employed in them; if hired, the
" wages they obtain, and if not hired, what tbey are

* able to earn by their labour.

40.—Give any other useful mformatmn that will
have a tendency to show the true State of Agncul-

. “ture in the Parish, and partzcularly as regarda capl- o

tal, and the want of it.
41.—Do you suppose the estabhshment of Model
- Farms in each County, would be calculated to ad-:

e vance the- unprovement of Agnculhue if under good - -

E mapagement. . .
- 42.—Do.you suppose. the mtroductnon of euxtable
agricultural works, for reading in the country Com-

‘mon Schools by the children of the rural populatmn, o

would be advantageous.

 43.~What description of farm xmplements are

- generally made use of; and are they numerous, and

well adapted to the uses they are employed in. :
. 44.—What is your opinion of the benefits of the

. County Agrictiliural Societies to ‘the: 1mprevement S

 of Agriculture in your Parish.
45.—Do you consider it possible {o introdnce im-

. provements-—in the present system of farming prac-
- ticed in your Parish-—that would very much augment
- the annual produce, and how would you propose that

" this improvement could be best effected.

Respectfully sub:mtted
, W M. EVANS
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Answers to the: followmg Questions, of those sub-
. mitted by the Secretary of the Lower Canaﬂa'
- .Agricultural Society, in the last; or July, nam- -
ber of the Agricultural Journal :— .
The 1st, and four following questions, T cannot
~reply to with any pretensions’ to accuracy, and. will .

‘ Ree.ve them to other parties to answer.

" The 6th. " As to the state of drainage generally,
.1 can reply: That I have never seen a farm drained
in Canads, to come up. to my ideas of what was
- mecessary. Even as regards open. drams,theyare
- not, generally, well formed, or sufficient in any
respect, to drain the lands - of superfluous waters.
The main drains are not large enough, nor suffi-
. ciently deep to carry away the water with the necess
. sary rapidity from the lesser drains; and this is &
matter of great consequence, that the water shonld‘
. dmcw rapidly from the lands.. The country is .
_ generally level, and unless the main' drains are cott- :
siderably lower or déeper than the lesser drains, the
discharge of water will be too slow from the lands;
- -and hence they become saturated with -moisture;-
until dried up by thesun, and it lsﬁ'omthnseanse :
that the soil becomes baked and hard.—T am per-
suaded,that improvement in our draining, so as to
- make it sufficient to drain the land, would double
the annual, produce.—Lands, insufficiently drained,

- cannot be- cultivated properly or to advantage for
any crop. Drmnmgmmorenecessaryhmthanm
~England.—I know some parties entertain a different
o;nmon, because we have so much heat and drought
. - in summer.~—1It is, however; & great ‘mistake to sup- -
"pose that the stagnant water, remammg in the soil,
“would. be beneficial to the crops.in dry and warm

_ gummers; any farmer may be convinced of this by
" examining the crops upon the insufficiently drained.
~parts of his lands,andcompanng them with the well
drained parts: in the dryest summers we have, the
latter will have a good crop, whﬂe the former will



90‘

Rnave scarceﬁy any crop upon zt. There is another‘
defect in our drainage; that in general the drains
are cut perpeﬁdmuhﬂy, and the earth taken out is
heaped upon the edge or ba.nk of the drain; hence,
the parts of the ﬁands nearest the deaiiis are much
- the highest, instead of being the lowest as they always
should be. The drains, “from not ‘being properly

- sloped are continually faﬂmg in, from the effects of

rain and frost ; and hence, in the. spring, wheti the
action of the drains are most required, they may be
nearly useless from the earth of the sides falling into
them.—The high banks or mounds formed wpon the
edges of the drains are undermined by the' water in
its passage to the drains, and causes the soil to close
* im at the bottom of the drains, or ¢o waste in from
"~ the sides.—All drains should be very much sloped,
~ and always in proportmn to their depth, allowing
that for every foot in depth they shoald be two in
width 4t the top, and any drain under four feet deep
'reqmres %0 be only the width of the shovel at the
bottom: When a large quantity of water has t6 be
dischatged, and the drains are large and deep, the
&mﬁ;om may be wider ; but i very few cases does i€
- fequire that the bottom should be over from twelve
8o eighteen inches widei—A welk sloped: drain fakes
away the water’ ‘better than one that has the sides
 nedily perpen&muiar —Every pamcie of exrth fakeri
gtk of draing in Making or slopiig; ‘mity be applicd
‘to fisefal purposes; a8 dothpost; for Slling “wp Tow
places; and as dressing’ on soils of different qaslity;

which fatter application'n might be better thai md- |

aure for it.—If would be & grea,ﬂ', nmpmvemem o
retiové all the banks of drains, and i wonld pay well
for the ﬁmuMe;—-Im all cross draiis in farms it wold
e well t6: stop the draing 86 that the- plough tieht
D88 over thers; uiless whére water was consfantly
rawhing's made in that 'way, 1t would beeasy to kéep
* {lein in good order by a simple channelin the cetitre,

. kept cﬁeem, the m&ﬁa of &he shovel. ’R‘*ﬁe geass
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might grow upon all the drain except this small
channel, When a large quantity of water was tobe
carried off, the drains being wide, would admit of i r&s
-mpx& dnscharge and subsequently the small. c’hanneﬁ
in the centre would be sufficient, and no other part
would be waste. - The first expenditure;in construet-
ing drains properly, might exceed the cost of making
* drgins In the usual manner ; but this extra expense
would be amply. repaid by the better drainage of
the land, and by the diminished expenses of keep-
.ing the -drains in order.—The banks of dram&,
generally made at present, are much higher than the -
lands adjoining, instead of being lower; as they
should be,—Theye are. many. small rivers and water-
conrses, that would require to have obstmctmns ™
moved, that dam the water and cause gree.t ipjury to
the land through which they pass ' I have seen’
- many of these, when a trifling expendlt.um would re-
- mave the obstructions : but, as. many. would derive
‘bemefit from the. improvement, -3 s altogether ne-
glected, hecause all parties dg not unite to execnts the
 work required to bedove. IoEngland,the legislature
~bave made large loans to landed proprietors for
drainage and other improvements, and ave doingso
~ this Session. of the British Parliament, and these
loans are made on very favourable terms. - These
loans are madg in a country where there is a vast
amount of capital already employed in Agriculture.
‘Some of the best lands in Canada are waste for want
of draining, * Clay lands in particular, that require -
draining, would produqe immense cropé. if drained.
Cultivation and manure is all but wasted, when em-
ployed o unidrained hnd ‘and I am convinced there
are not many farms. in Canadz sufficiently drained
throughout. . I have been more particular on. this
B&bj%ﬁ, as draining should précede all attempts to
amprove our Agriculture in this country.-
7th. I ahalﬁ ot take uyon me {¢ answer
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8th. Usual course of cropping, and modes of cul-
. tivation, and manuring for each; I may reply to,
- but not so fully as may be necessary. :

The practice, most general in Lower Canads,.
amongst Canadian Farmers, is to have the arable -
lands divided into two equal divisions, and sow one
‘half one year, ‘and the other half the next year, with-
out sowing any grass seeds upon the half to be left
for pasture- for one year. The manure from the
farm yard is fmquenﬁy put out upon 2 small portion
of this pasture in the month of July, and left in cart-
_Boaﬁ-heaps, unspread, until the fall-ploughing, when
- it is spread and ploughed in. I have often seen as
much manure, put out in this way, upon an arpent
or two, as would be a reasonable dressing, if properly
applied, for ten arpents or more, while these fen
arpents are left without any, although requiring it
as much as that which had so much over what was
mecessary.. The manure upon 2 large pmporﬁon of
farms is thus nearly wasted. It loses, while in the
- yard, a large portion of jts valuable properties, and is

then pus out to the field, exposed in cart-load-heaps.
to the hot sun, at the most warm and drying season
of the year.—1I¢ thus must lose three-fourths of its
value, before it is employed in the production of
erops.— [ he lands that have been thus left for pas-
ture, are generally plonghed once in the fall, for sow-
ing in the following spring, with wheat, peas, or cats.
© The piouahmv may be executed so as to turn over
the soil, but is seldom ploughed according to the es-
tablished rules of good ploughing. The ridges are
mo% atraight, nor the furrows properly finished and
 cleaned out for the water to run off The bottom of
~ the furrows should always be lower than the ploughed
soil of the ridges,in order to carry off the water from
the ridges that would otherwise lodge under the
farrow-slices which formed the ridges. By passing
the plough once in each furrow after all the land is
$urned over; & deep fr'un'mw will be Aormed which
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-will completely. drain the ridges, if there ave proper
outlets provided, to command the furrows. The
want of attention to all these mattersis a great de-
fect in Canadian ploughing, and the cause of the
lands being so saturated with moisture in the Spring
sowing time.—These defects are easy to remedy, if
the farmers would take time to do the work.—It is
not a defect of doubtful character, but one that must
be plain to any man who will examine the matier.

~ If the bottom of the furrows are not decidedly below

ﬁae nmder sides of the furrow-slices that form the

s, it will be impossible for' the water to pass off

é‘mm .the ridges, but will remain under the furrow-
slices, to the great damage of the soil, and of what~
ever crop sown. L admit that good crops are fre-
guently raised under this defective system, but cex-
4ainly, only where thesoil is of the very best quality,
and where it would nge still better crops, if cultiva-
ted properly.  There is no such ﬂmxg as a'regular
rotation observed, that is so necessary in good farm-

ing. The land is allowed to repose every alternate
year, and cropped every aliernate year, by the

@ampﬂe prepamtwn of one ploughing, and  har-
rowing in- the seed in Spring.—If this system

_ waspracme& in the British Isles, they would not

- raise crops of one-fifth- the value of those that are
raised by good farmers in ‘those countries, under a
better system of husbandry.—Parties may think that
improved systems of Agnclﬂture would be unsuitable
for Liower Canada; but there is no doubt, that many

improvements are required in our system of hus-

bandry, that might be introduced with admmage to
farmers, and to the country. gpnemﬁy.

gth. Weeding the Crops, &ec o

I reply to this, that wee&mg the crops is very
‘much neglected genemiﬂy, and that weeds prevail,
very injuriously, in conseguence of defective cnitiva-
4ion,—the total neglect of rotation of crope—the
smail proportion of green crops—and the want of

%)
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. wmzﬁerfmﬂwing tocléan the soil properly.  Thistles,
wild mustard, the ox-eye daisy, wild pea, wild onis,
~ and mugworth, are the most prevailing and trouble-

' some weeds, but there are many others very injurions.

- Conch grass is very general, and scarcely any exer-
tion made to remove or destroy if, conseguently, it
is to be seen in almost every crop, and in the hay
crop, when tbe land is seeded down: it is almuost
impessible.to get rid of this grass, except by summer
fallow pmpeﬂy execumd when al] the roots of this
grass.is harrowed up, and hand-picked off the land.
- A large proportion of the nutriment of the soil is ab-
" gsorbed by worthless weeds in Lower Canada, and
there is no effectual means adopted to check or re-
move them ; on the contrary, our system of hus-
bandry tends to augment their pumber every year,
and make them more injurious to the farmer. . When
weeds are allowed to mature, their seeds are sure %o
find their way to the fields in the manure, mized with
~ the seed sown by the farmer, or fallen from the -
pﬂams where they have grown in the lands. .
' 11th. Pastures, - .
The Pastures are generally -poor, com@ared m@h
those of the British Isles, and with what they mnghﬁ
be here. ' I have seen some excellent pastures in
Liower Canada, where justice has been done o them.
1t is 8 great mistake to lay down land in an exhausted
state, and without any grass-seeds o clover for pas-
ture. It canaot pa'o&uce good pasturage for animals;
particularly when 1t is again ploughed up beforeit is
_covered with a natural herbage of grasses, or has
time to be enriched by the manure of the cattle Pas-
tured upon it. If lands were allowed to remain in
grass several years, they would become good pastures, -
aﬂ&oughthey mighthavé beenlaid down exhaustedand
without clover or other grass seeds. By keeping the

weeds checked, lands wmﬂ& soon become stocked with ’

- natural grasses, and make great improvement as pas-
gares. There is ﬁ'equenﬂy na_tuml supplies of water
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which ¥ much the best for éattle.  Diaw-wells,
however, ate very general, and would answer, o
vided the supply was constantly kept for apimalsin
susmer. Where artificial ponds are made, the wa~
ter is very apt to become bad, and full of alE gorts of
-insects and vermin, and the water unfit for' the uss
of animals. Shade by trees, and live hedges, are -
- tuich wanted in many parts of the country. - Many

farme have miot a tree left upon the cleared portions,
and there is no attémpt made to supply the want %y
planting trees. The destruction of all ‘the trees-im
clearing lands mao'reat ovil, and. sh«mﬂ& @)eme-v
vented. -

| Resmctﬁﬁiy s@bmmed, hy o

. ‘WELLK&M EVANS

POV

B [Tmsﬁanon] '
S Lommmm, 28&; J une, 185@

- In-answer w yom cmnﬁax @f tﬁw Mth mﬁam,
ﬁ%mﬂsxmm&a to mé by order of &he@«mmttwem

- @.gncu}mr% and which I received a4 seven oclock
last evemng, requestmg me to furnish Jou with &
 synopsis of my opinions- oft the different subjects

mettioned i the order of xeference, E kave the |

honour to reply :—

That having received wa&w%&éaM&Ihﬂe o

mot been able $o devete sufficient time to the study
of the question.. I hope the Committee will excuse

" me, therefore, if I do not give them all the informas
chifiie the several sub-

;geé*&s menhone& in the ordes of reference, in conse-
| qmnce of ﬁxe abiort tid allowd fie o @hﬁww ERTEN

thas the Covuty Agricultiral Sodleties ‘
abolished, but %he funﬁa gmte&ﬁ'm: mdmmewm- :
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I’mnbmwn-—heid in each county according to its seno-
mty——mxght, in my opinion, be expended in pubhsﬁn—

ing elementary treatises on Agriculture, to be distri-

- buted as mentioned in your circular, With respect
to model farms, they may be of great use in improv-
ing Agriculture, if they are weﬂ managed. I think,
that it would be better not to establish more tham
- two at present, as an experiment, because a greater
number might perhaps not work with advantage,

for want of a qualified master, and on account of the
- expenses which must be incurred for the experiments
which will be necessary in order to attain the desived
end, before establishing them in each county. Then,
the moneys granted to the County Agricultural So-
cieties might be expended on the Model Farms, if the
Legislature should think it requisite, in consequence
of there not being sufficient revenue to establish them
in all the counties. As regards the settlement of
Waste Lands, it would be necessary for the Liegisla-
ture to pass a law, obliging proprietors to pay am
- assessment of so much per superficial arpent, so long
‘a3 they shall not have settled and cleared their lands
according to the intention of the Jaw. This money
might be applied to the support of the model farm 2ad
the schools of the county in which it will hzwe been
Eevaeﬁ 4
I am, Sm'a &c’s .

: | Jo VKN@ENT,
Jd. P LEPROE@E% Esquire, » o
- Clerk to Commitiee.

[Translation.] |
: CouLEcE oF S7. ANNE, o
LaPocatiére, 1st July, 1850.
- To the Membe&s of the Committee on Agmaaﬁ{mm :
G ENTLEMEN, ,
1 regret, exc@eﬁmﬂﬁys that I have not scomer an-
swered the ques‘mns sm’tbmme«ﬂ to me by the Com-~

.A",\
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- mittee on Agmcuﬁture M is wmﬁn pﬁeasure ﬁmﬁ i
‘mow fulfil that duty.

| 'E‘he pomts on which the Committee appemf to me
" to require information, T shall reduce to sixz.

~ 1st.—The causes of the backwar& state of our
ﬁgncuﬁmm S :

&-How to remedy this.

. '3d8.—The settlement of the Crown Liands. »
. 4th,—Of what results have the existing Agmm}l-
tural Societies been productive.

- 5th.—The advantages of Model Farms. :
- 6th.—~The publication of eﬂememary treatises on

Agriculture. ‘
* On each of these points I shall only say a few
Words and merely state my 0pmnon, vmhou% enﬁer»
ing into Bong details.

1. Why is our &gmcaﬂmre in so anckwar& a
. slate? :

The first .md prmcxpd cause is the ignorance (I
-beg pardon for making use of the term) and conse-
quently the prejudices in which the great mass of
onz farmers have been allowed to remain. The little
instruction which has been gnvem them, has almys
been more calculated to give them an aversion for
‘Agriculture, than to inspire themr with esteém and
regard for the first of all useful arts. Far be it from
me, however, to reproach them for this: they cannot
learn what we have negiected to teach them. ,
.- The second cause is the want of a capital applica-
ble 2o agricuitural improvements. But this disad-
vantage would very soon disappear under & system
of mtmcﬁmn, more adapted to the condition of the
Sarmers, in the Schools of Agncnltm'e “connected
with Model Farms ;—a legislation more in harmany'
with the immediate wants of Agncnﬁtm'e 3=—in fine,
with a better expressed public opinion on every thing
relating to it, both directly and indirectly. I think
that the necessary capital would- be easily found by
means of Agricultural Credit Associations, such as

: A N .
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exist in Europe, where they appear to be productive

of immense good. :
 The third cause is the msuﬁc&ency of our present
legislation on several points affecting the interests of
Agriculture. Solong as the legislature shall leave the
friends of this noble cause to struggle alone against
the apathy and prejudices of the masses, mﬁhmb
can be expeeted.

The fourth cause appears to me to ’be the abseme
of markets, at which ¢he agriculturist may dispose of
his produce to advantage. Those of the &‘mms are
far from ‘bemg sufficient. . g

The fifth, is the emigration of our feﬁlow-eow@ry— ;
~ men. o formgn parts.

The sizth, is the fisheries and lumbering establish~
ments, which are carried on for the benefit of & pri-
yileged class, and to the detriment of our hardy bro- -
thers, who almost always return ruined both in Mﬁ'
and soul, from their employment in the aerwce of
those whom they call their dourgeoia.. .

I now take up the second qnestmn of the @%
mittee, namely :—the means of improving our Agri-
culture. The most important snd unquesticnable
one is to cause ignorance and prejudice to disappear
by a proper instruction: mot that which makes :
man a doctor, a lawyer, a nofary, or a memhMa
- clerk, as under our present ‘system; but one which
" will teach him to look upon Agriculture asan arg,
‘having its rules, its secrets and its developments,
which are brought fo light by the discoveries and
exgemence of every day. . The farmes, therefore, ze-
guires an instruction of aparticular nature; buthers
a difficulty presents ifself Ought we to begin by
the young :men, or content ourselves with making
the older omes read, by distributing everywhere an
imemense number of a@mﬁmﬂ treatises and jomr-
sals? The latber plan is good, but the f@tmex s
better; it s even the ouly effective eme——The ming
“ of youth receives without eﬁ&m all the weasuwm
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te its but manhood ﬁms its own ideas,”
and routine.—A good discussion might, perhaps, mm—
wert o few ; but it would be an infinitely emall num-
Ber. The great mass'of others will set aside your
agricultural tregti d journals. We must, there-
fore, commence with the young men; but with this
condition, that we must speak to the mind by teach-
ing him principles, and to the eye by an immediate
application of these very principles; one cannot exist
without the other.—The mind seizes more firmiy
what.is shewn to the eye.~I conclude, therefore,
that we zequire special Schoels of Agricalture and -
Model Farms connected with them. Until we can
have them, it would be very useful to introduce into
the elementary schools short treatises on Agricultore.
The reading of these treatises, commented upoa, if .
you like, by such of the masters as might be capable of
. doing 30, would, by degrees, accustom the children to
form ideas which they would be desirous of putting
into application at a later period. A second means of
improving the state of our Agriculture, would be to
- favour our agricultural and manufacturing produe-
@wns,hyaccordmgto our produce a sufficient pro-
tection against the importation of produce of the
same nature from foreign countries.~It isa fact, that

~ in many instances the importation of 2 foreign article

has had the effect of ruining the same article pro-
@ueeﬁ ?oyn& Is ‘it surprising, then, that we m |

MANUraCoUres ofany Mne?mﬁnthe MYy oo
of foreign markets, manufactures in this country
‘would be an outlet, constantly open, to cur agrical-

fmmiyto&uce. ‘Now these manufactures would mot -

fail to spring up on all sides, if 2 sufficient protection
were afforded to the objects produced by them.
Hﬂformnate.y, all guestions of tariff appear to be

wranged for the interests @ffsxezgn trade.  Wehave
beem, m& atill are, the victims of too great condescen-
gion. - The vital interest of the country—its agricul-
tural and manufacturing produse—has been bartered
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for advantages which were often imaginary, but al-
ways of an inferior order. A good system of agri-
© cultural reform requires, therefore, as a mecessary
 condition, that manufactures should be encouraged :
now, that encouragementéan only proceed froma good
protective system. A third means would be to
found Agricultural Colleges with Medel Farms, Im

| - the fourth place, the interests of Agriculture should

be directly represented among the heads of the State.
Establish s board of Agriculture with a chief who,
if it is ‘(required, will have a seat in the Executive
Council, in the same manner as the Commissioner
of Crown Lands or of Public Works. -
Let us now come to the settiement of the Crown
Lands. This, for the last few years, has become al-
. most a national work., Public opinion has proclaimed
it such ; considerable efforts have been simultaneously
~ made at several points of the country. The govern-
ment have generously lent a hand to the friends of
this work, and strongly seconded their patriotic zeal s
but must we, stop there, and let things go on? Is
every thing yet done? I presume mot. ~The very
great facilities offered to the settlers by the govern-
ment consist, principally, in a considerable deduction
from the price of the lands. In addition to this, they
make a free grant of fifty acres of land on the high
roads, $o each person who will settle upon them and
open the road. These are certamly very valuable
advantages. Knowing, however, as I do, the poverty
dnd discouragement of the settlers, I shall add—at the
risk of being considered as one whom 16 is imapossible
to content—that in certain cases something more -
will be required. ~ That something more would be a
few advances in money %0 assist them in opening the
principal roads and making bridges, in the distant
parts of the countrymost susceptibleof being speedily
settled by = numerous population. These advances
would not be lost to the public treasury; for the go-
verament might gradually increase the price of theip
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~ Iands in the neighbourhood of these localities. They
would very soon receive, with usurious interest; what
sums they advanced. - As the work of colonization is
carried on, at the same time, in a great number of lo-
calities, and the public treasury is not sufficient to
" open roads everywhere, the government, in their
wisdom, will decide which are the most deserving of
it, either from the extent and fertility of the soil, or
from the number of settlers proceeding thereto at the
same time, from a great number of parishes, or who
have already effected conmderable mpmvemems in
. these localities. ‘
4th., What results have been obtame@ from ﬁle

Agricultural Societies at present established ? '
~ They ave productive of some good, there is m&
the slightest doubt; but they do not atiain the end
- for which they were established. By modifying a
little the law authorizing them, 'according to the
system above pomﬁe& out, much better resuits would
be obtained.

5th. Model Farms.—-—Everythmg ought to be ex-
pected from good Agricultaral Schools, with well cozn-
ducted Model Farms. ¥ think nt useless to enhrg@,
upon this point.
. 6th. The publication of elementaty treatises om

Agriculture will also be prwucuve of great advan-
tages, provided they are read in the eﬁemenm'y
Schools. It would be throwing away time and
money to content ourselves with offering them to the
great msjority of the present gmemmm of ouwr
farmers. This epinion may surprise some, and even
wound the feelings of others.. What is the use of
. deceiving ourselves, when we have a thousand facts
before our very eyes? It is a state of things which
is very much to be deplored:—It must be taken for.
what it is wer&h.—-l onﬁy state ﬂneﬁact, and nmg
more. '
- These, gentlemen, are my opinions. on ahe mm
@ubjecte sabmme&by the. Comm:ttee on Agmcnlm
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- I have stated them frankly : that is the sole merit
- EM%&e@MmMWﬂ@W@M
gence for all the rest.

* - Accept, gentlemen, the asmmnca uf my most res-

p@c@fuﬁ consideration. - ~ :
_ ‘ SN E’ELGTE, Ptre. -

[Tmﬁshﬁon.] o A
Nxcom;, 211& J m!y, RSS@.‘
: Sm, .

_"May I requeést you to sm%mnt ﬂle annezed remarke
to the Committee, by whose order you have a.ske&

- me to transmit to you my observations

¢ the effects produced by the Agricultural Societies
- % as at’ present established; the results which may
" «be expected from the establishment of Model
« Farms and the publication of elementary treatises
“on Agricultare.” -
1 have the honor to ?oe,
- Sir,
Your most obedient Servam, o
- . .. I.B A.FERLAND Pire.
JE R Eﬁmmon, Esq.s -
- Clerk of Committee.
Aﬂﬁmugh the Agncuﬂturaﬁ Socnemes have no&, as -

e, been productive of all the good which might be |
.eﬁpecte& from them, and although they have some-

- times given rise to complaints and created great die-

‘satisfaction, the advantages resulting from these as-
 gociations ‘are mevertheless of sufficient importance -
to fnduce the Legns!atm'e to accord ther its pm@ee- |
: a:mm.
" The annual exh'bmons oo% up. Eby these sometnes
- are fav«mm%;ﬁe to the mmases of Agmnﬁmre. ’E.‘hey
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 serve sa a plave of meeting for the most intelligent
and advanced farmers of a county; they become
for them a regular fair, and are in fact & sort of Agri-

- cultural comitiz. Indeed the finest samples of grain,

the most remarkable specimens of farm animsls,
- after having been examined at these shows, fre-
quently pass into other hands, being either sold or
exchanged forothers. The productions of domestic
manufacture are submitted to public inspection ;—
what progress has,been made is closely remarked:

WWMWW—MW‘
merits of the different sorts of grain, and the va-

, mmbmdsofanmalsmmdeamheotofatn&y- :
- and debate. '

Bymmnftheseexbibutmnsﬁmmnmwaf

the conntry ave better nnderstood. . Although I have,
. for many years, followed with interest the progreis of

our domestic manufactures, I confess that I was e~ |

prised st the variety, the besuly, and high Sinish of
the linen and woollen stuffs displayed last autizon at
£he exhxbxﬁomof&haﬂonntyof&m&et The Agri-
 caltural Societies, it is true, are not of immediate
servive %0 the greater number of the farmers; but
ﬁheyameer&mnlyefgmtbeneﬁwomemt@m\u
- prising and enlightened among them. Nw, the
progress which the latter will make in Agricultore,

| ‘Wmmwymdmdpmdmefmmhbmﬂmﬂ

m&hthen'lmmtelhgentandlessremlmme:ghbmm
.- A few suggestions might, perhaps; be made tothe
Committees -of Management of these Associations,

It seemss to me ﬂ\at;plonghmgmdhanmmgu -

. Yo-be encouzsged by prizes;. ‘for; mot -
pur umtional prejudices, it must be confessed thas
wmmnm@mmnymm,mmw7 }

: ﬂo%heEnghehanﬂ Scotch favmers, Apmmnm"
 the prizes might also-consist in improved implemients
which it might be desirable to bring iirto use. L
MW@WMWMW%
md to promote the advancement of A@cdtume,




an&ame%onmpm #otke masswataste foragm-:*- |

cultural improyements. . . -
. It must be observed, that- in- order to be produc--

tive of real benefit, the agricultural treatises should

‘be placed within the reach of the most ordinary in-
tellect, and should only recommend the putting.inte
- practice of such improvements as are possible in the -
present state of our Agriculture, . Separated from
. France, whose language and institutions: he under- -
stood, and subjected to England, whose idiom could

" ot communicate to him any - intelligible idea, the -
-Canadian remained, up to the. last twenty years, the
same as he was in 1759, as regards his knowledge of

- the Arts and of Agriculture. .. Since then; -he has

only-been a novice in Agriculture, and requires fobe
_ taught the elements- of that art: . he will; at'a later
period, be able wmvemstructmnmm mmdnﬁ- :

- cultbranches,

- Whenhe mﬂ have beeome more advanced, agn-'
'mltnmts will have an opportunity of inducing him
40 .enter into speculahons of a higher nature; The
{reatises he requires atpresentmnetbesimt,m&nple,
and positive. . The terms made use -of should -be
~ those of his ordinary language, or,  at least,” such as
. his wife may .be able to explain to him—for Josephte
is generally the. only dictionary that Jean Baptiste
Possesses; Laymgasxdedmmms,an& particular
thesis,:let him be. taught a method which is unques-
~ tionable, well-tried, and practical.— The ‘learned
"-'dnssermhonsofaDombasle,aYoung,oraSmclmr, ‘
would be all Greek or Hebrew. to him.—If Momsieur

AgénordeGaspms lxttle treatise uponAgncni—" |

" fure were arranged in the form of dialogues, adapted
2o the circumstances of the country, and free from

all expressions which the people are ignorant of; it - - -

would seem. 0 me  the ‘most proper work for our -

French Canadian farmers. . Mr. Evans's ueeilem o

Meatwemghtbe mkenupataﬂaeer peno&
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The Model Farms seem particularly adapted to
' Agnculm-ahmpmvementsamoagthepeoplwfﬁw '

- country. Nevertheless, in order to give the habi-
~ tants-confidence in them, each of these establish-

" ments should pay its own expenses anéd be of the
same extent as the ordinary run of farims; that is,
about 120 saperficial arpents.  If they canmot sup--
port themselves after the first costs of their estab-
lishment have beewr paid, they will serve as ahaz-
- gument against the advantages of am -improved .
system. . It would be desirable for esch county o'

_M%ﬁlm@mgoodModdFm,enmbM :
 czample and admmigbt be obtameﬁ especiing

Agriculture, '
L Eneedmtasy&attha mnem&mate&mﬁnthc
working of this. farm should Wﬁehﬂgﬂ@@@f;
the population in the midst of whom ke wéuld be
~ placed: mwmmcmmmw_
gmm%nw&wmwoﬁ&awwmﬁo;

~ be the best.

. Exi conclusion, I wﬂlvenmeoad&,ﬂmmmm-
mmﬁforwe Gevernment, fairly and howorably to
eafores: the pmvmnsef ﬁehw,enaewlhsﬁym,

- for the redenption of lnds respecting: which the
cmhuonsofcwng and settling shall et have
| qulﬁm Ec mnm e useless to saggest im~

Sgvheultave, i cut countrymen came
mmmmwmmmwﬁmm‘

ptovements into pm

) ‘:. GmanmﬁbJuiy, 3850.

Iamverymuehm&myamw mﬂmﬁm |
yom in time: ﬁﬁ mnot my fault, but that of she |

‘3B &.mﬁm we..» |
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mail, which only comes to this place twice 2 month ;

and never comes at all to %he woods of the Townshnp
of Labarre. :

* . The subjects which your Commlttee are entrus&e&

» wnth the duty of inquiring into, are so important and
8o intimately connected with the interests of my
countrymen; that notwithstanding it may perbaps
be late—and notwithstanding the very little informa-
tion I possess on the subject—I consider it my duty:to -
give my answer, without mentxonmg, however, the

~causes which dictateit. It is but too true that
Agriculture is, generally,in a deplorable state in
Lower Canada. I am convinced that this state of

things cannot improve at once: the friends of the

~ country want time and perseverance, in order to in-

troduce, into the country parts, the various changes
_ which Agriculture requires.

- . The Agricultursl Societies have ah‘ea&y done some
@o@ they have had the good effect of altering the
routine opinion entertained by a certain number,
and now we must let example do the rest. - This
good has only been partial, but it will become more
general in time. - Model Farms, I think, would at-
tain the same end if they were well managed. - Any

- well written treatise on Agriculture, placed within
the reach of people, has always a good effect ; and I

am persuaded, that generally speaking, the people -

are more than ever disposed {o profit by the msmm- A
tion furnished them on this subject. R
I think that an agricultural treatise dissemina ,
throughout the country -parts, dmtnbuted among a
certain number of farmers, and especially in all the
schools, would produce a. favorable result. The
farmer is so fully convinced that he can be taught
nothing in the way of cultivation, that it will be ne-
cessary to repeat his lesson to him very often before
you can change his ideas, and especially befors you =
can induce him to change his routine. N
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. The Agricultural Societies, the Agricultural Jour-
nal, and the different papers written on the subject,
- have already contributed to open the eyes of a great
. many. I have no doubt, therefore, gentlemen, that
by encouraging the Agricultural Societies, the Model
Farms, the treatises on Agriculture, &c., you labour

effectually for the public good.
I hiave a word to add on the subject of the settle-

“ment of the Crown Lands. I confess that I can
- scarcely suppress my indignation when I reflect that
- 8o great a number of Canadians bave emigrated to
look for farms, while there are so many, and such
. fine lands around us. It is indeed a misfortune! itis
even a shame! but for whom? Every body knows. -
The means, gentlemen, and the only one calculated
to facilitate the spee&y settlement of the Wild Lands-
 of the country, isto open roads, in the first place;
and in the second place, to give those Iands at
the same low rate as at present, that is, at a shil-
. ling peracre. It is mot too much, but it is quite
dear enough in all the new settlements. Without
means of communication, the clearings will only pro-
gress slowly, and be always unproductive of success
for the first settlers tbns has been pmved by expe-
rience. v
- Yes;: genﬂemen, I am convmced that nf the Go-
vernment would grant a reasonable aid towards ‘open-
ing the roads which are at present necessary, in order -
to penetrateinto the'interior of the wild lands of the
- Crown, it would better serve the interests of the
- country and its own, than by any other grant whmh
ut can-make for Bndges, Canals, Railroads; &e..
Without proper’ orgamzatxon, and I must ado? .
- withont the presence of a priest in the midst of them,
.~ our Canadisns would mot bear up:long against. the
- distress and destitution of every’ kmd to ‘which they

' amemedmthewoodsa :
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- I'hope you will excuse me, 38 I write in haste, in
: aﬁea' to avail myseif of an opportunity which yw&
- occurs of sending this by private hand.
. I bave the honor to be,
& &e. .
- AVR, HEBEE’E‘, Ptre.

['Emmhtion.‘]
St. HYACINTHE, 5th July, 1185@
T@ the Honorable the Committee of the Legislative °
Assembly, appointed o inquire into the S&ate of
Agmuﬂtum in Lower Canada. - '

We, ﬁne undemgne&, in confommty with your cir-
cuﬁaa’ of the 11th June, requesting information on
the State of Agriculture and the means of improving
the same, have the honor to ¢ransmit to you the fol-
~ lowing eynopsis, which contains our Emmble opmwm

on this important subject. - -

- Qongidering, 23 we do, that Agmuhum is the
mast firin support of national welfare, and the most
certain source of riches and prosperity: we saw
with p!mm ‘the appoirtment of your honorsble
Committes, in the hope that it would be groductive
of great improvements in our egrioultural system, by
thie necessary mesenres which would be adoptz& w L
- bring it to a state of perfection. - .

- We are of opinien @hatmeofthepmmm%mw A

‘of the backward state of our Agricnlture, is the almost
~ total want of efficient dction on the part of the Pro-

vineial Legislature ap to the last fow years, - '

Immense sums have been appropriated for the

construction of :Canals, even when it wns said that
- the revenue to be derived from them would not pay

for theircost; but asto Agriculture, the action taken

by the govemmen% has. ava:led nothing. S

5
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- One great obstacle to the advancement of Agri-
maltwam this opuntry, is, that the better and more
enhghtenadelmes of our society do not eomsiderit o
respectable profession for one $0 engage in. Heszce
it follows, that those whe might be best qualified to
promote its mterests haye hardiy any connectnon '
with it.

Another obetacle, of no less nmportanee, is the
_ Sengmomﬂ Tenure, which; instead of facilitating im-

fpmvmnent@ tends-on ﬂneoontrary to the Wasteoﬁ'

‘property,

Labonrandcspital,ﬂ:ese two principles ofallma

aemlprogreas,amnnmlhg%olendthwmdtowy
enterprize, the profits of which are $o be shared im
by.a privileged class which furnishes neither Jabour -
por capital.  There is nothing which enconrages the -
agriculturist more, than to secure. to him eall. the
. benefit of the improvements he may make on hna@ro-
. perty. Themmmuﬂtxonofﬁeagnoml])ues,on 8
fair principle, would, in.-our opinion, be one of the
hestmeamoﬁ‘emoumgmgmﬂnatryandagncnlw
amprovement.

, Wethmktbatthe Connty AgnwltumlSocletws
: havegenemﬂyeamed very little progress to bemade

in the acquirement of useful and practical knowledge; -
‘and the heavy sums which bavealready beenexpended
will be almast useless, unless our Agriculture bg im- =

 proved and its produge increased; this cannotbethe .
a mmthommpermaofedncamnanﬁpmmd
" instruction in this art, - Nevertheless, we are happy

~ in being able to eay, that the. LowerCanadaAgn.
. cultural Society has shewn grest perseverance in its
laboursand been productive of much good, considesing
how limited were:its. means, . . The publication of its -
‘Journal has created great mterestamengour coun~
try parts, in. the advancement of Agricolture, andhas
-niot a little contributed to inspire the wish for instruc-
tion in tural economy. If it were. muremay -

dasmbnted, its adm&ages would be jmmense. A
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" sure means of obtammg this result, would be to
oblige the County Societies to subscribe for a cer~

tain number of copies of the Jomnlfor distribution

- among the agricultural class. -
** . The publication of elementary treatises upon Agn-
cultnre; for distribution among the Schools, would,
in our opinion, be productive of much good, and give
~ to the children an education adapted to the calling of
their fathers. It almost always happens that the
son of a farmer leaves school—without having seen a
book whichhasthe slightestreferenceto Agriculture—
and returns to his home, with less information on raral
- economy than on anything else. "It is, therefore,abso~
~ lutely necessary that we should introduce agncuﬁ- :
tural treatises int6 the schools, in ‘order to. give 4o
the youths an instruction which may pmve ‘more
~ useful to them hereafter. :
* We are of opinion, that Agrnculturaﬁ Schools an&
~ Model Farms would be eminently calculated to give
~ to the people a favourable idea of the progress and
jmprovemenits which have been made in the various
branches of rural economy. Public opinion, gene~
rally, seems to desire these institutions; and it would
be only fair to get up establishments of this sort for
the benefit of the Agricultural class, which forms
- neazly nine-tenths of our population. -
The great interests of the farmers have been too
long neglected, or sacrificed to the profit of the other
classes. . If the government have to provide for the
education of the people, the system ' of instruction
must.be such as will prove to be the best adapted to
o all cﬁassesofSoexety, and it mlugbtune that the
farmers should, in order to enable them to practice

‘their art, obtain all the a&vantages which the other

~ professions have kmg -gince been in possession of.
) ’Nothmg, in our opinion, would be better calculated
- to give to the sons of our farmers an education which
-~ will enable them to practice their art to the greatest
 advantage to themselves and to society, than the es-
 tablishment of a Model School and Farm.



- ‘The settlement of the Wild and Waste Lands is,
perhaps, the greatest duty the government have to
- performa$. the present moment, in order to prevent
thousands of persons from leaving their country to
. procure & farm for themselves and devote themselves.
to Agriculture. = We know that the governmenthave
done a great deal for the settlement of those lands
within the last few years: but no report, that we
are aware of, having been published on. the progress
- of these settlements, it is impossible for us to furnish
any information on the subject to your Committee.
" We will merely state that one means, which, in our
opnmon, would facilitate the settlement of the Town-
ships, is the. establishment of a goodmdsyatem ,
~ better adapted to the wants of these localities; and
* which would bear more eﬁ'ectually upon the Earge' |
landholders. ~
_ Wethmk,alao, that themarke& SUCCESs obtamed.
: fmm the settlement of the Towmh:pam the District
- of Quebec, is principally owing to the efforts which.

have been made and the example shewnby ﬁzepa-r .

} tmtmdergyofthatdnstmt
- . The formationof a BmdongncuImre,atmhe&
. tosome one of the branches-of the administration,
* would greatly contribute to the advancement of the.
of rural economy; and give to this important-
" branch: of Canadian mdnatry thatmkwhch 1&"

-ought to hold. . -
: Mwhchmhnmblysnbmxmd. cpre
S . EUS. CARTIER,- R
-+ "BOUCHER pe LABRUERE.

L T@nomo, Gth Juﬂy, 1850 .
m“hwkmwie&gmgthemcmpwfymmﬁm e
Mth mamt, muee&mga synopm of my opxmons on .
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~ tion has, nevertheless, been amkened,equaﬂzothe’

 may exereise the functions:of the offive; mwmr
 to exammean& check the: accounts of the: different.
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the Stateof Agricultare in Lower Canada, the mesns
of improving it and of facilitating the settlement of
Wild Lands therein, I have, at the same time, ﬁﬁw A

- pleasure of making my reply.

With reference to the two first questions, it st

- be evident to the most indifferent cbsexver, that since

the passing of the Act for the encouragement' of
Agriculture in the year 1845, by the establishment
of Agricultaral Socicties, Agncumm has made a

. quiet but decidedly progressive movement.  Up-
- wartds of thirty Societies have been establisked under

m@mvim'wa and although the letter and spivit of
w has, i in soveral instanees, been disregarded
,“\"-" nted tocarryltotﬁ@, &Wm Of@mh

expectatmns of the most sanguine; and s strong de

* sire to adopt the more improved systems has very
- generally manifested itself. I would; thevefore, re-
* comniend the continuation of the said act, with cer

tain amendments, whick I sha}l write down: for- ya’m'-
comsideration. - ,
The act authorizes S0HE ﬁhartyor forby Sacmﬁww
to- demnnd: and expend upwards of £7,000 of public
money,undemertamresmemm - If thede had:- beea:
fazthinliy cbaecrved, 3t%mmv@wmwm but'
nﬁ neghc&e@to provide x chreck to ensuve: theie striet:

‘obsezvance. The result has been a wiolation, both.of
‘the letter and of the spirit of the law, it .souse cuses-

very wantonly. Lage sams of money have éither

‘been misapproprinted or never avéounted for ; and the

government appeass o be without power to compel .

its restitution or to punish the delinquents.

To correct this evil, I recommend, with other
amendments, the insertion of clauses providing for
the establishment of a Board of Agriculture. The
Board to consist of a Superintendent of Agriculture,
and an Assistant Superintendent; either of whielr
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Societies: to see that the momyhanbwmpent ‘
according to law.. =~

That no Society shall be entntled to publm mmey

without a certificate from theBoardthxtallaeeom
of preceding years have been examined and. found

- correct. - Officers of Societies, omitting to-farnish-

suchreqmredretums,to besnbjectto ﬁne,mdm« R
prisonment if not paid. - -
. Books and accounts to be at all txmes open to the'
inspection of the Board.  The Board required to pio-
secute all officers, either. collectively or separately,
either in their corporate capacity or as pnvate md:— |
viduals, whenever moneys are misapplied. --
The Board to have power, under reetnehona, o
" name the judges, andtoﬁxthe day for holdmgthe o
exhibitions, :
‘The Board, as far as pmcheable, to attend an ex-
- hibition in each county annually. .. .o -
The Board could be-paid from.- the . £1,500 now
allowed ‘to the three Districts. of Quebee;  Thres-
- Riversand Montreal, viz :—the Superintendént £360
- per anpum, the Assistant £250, and £100 for tra-
‘velling expenses and contingencies; accountables: -
- The District-Shows to belimited to two amnﬁy
-instead of three as at. present, andw bﬁ entmly
-under the control of the Board. -
Tobeheldmsuchphcesastka Boandmyfrmn'
ﬁametotlmedetarmme. S
 There may be raised;. bythe fault-ﬁnder, andbgeﬁq-
tion fo creating a new office;: yet all men, who would

close the doors to dishonesty; mmmmmdm -

The United States President, in- his /opening ads
ﬁressatthemmenwmentofthepmm session of
Congress, recommended the creation of such 4 départs -

ment, Some superintendence-is required where the

- _expendxtareofsevemlthonmndpomd&mmm '

among & parcel of country shopkeepers, who azenow;

T might almost say; mxbezzlingthemomy‘* The
- very knowledge ‘that the check existed woslld.ourd
P : S
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their rapacity, and would: restore confidence. to the
farmers generally. Now they are dissatisfied, yet
dare not find open fault, because they are all, more
~ or less, in the shop-keeper’s books. . In many socie-

ties traders are the managers, judges, and general

receivers; the latter posmon is. their only object of -

attainment. - e

The Board, by ﬁxmg the time of the exhibitions;
might so arrange matters, that one or two sets of
judges would attend them all ; and by hireing men, -
mmpetenwoassugn the grmmds of their Judgment ‘
on the spot, a spirit. of confidence would be infused
.among the competitors, (now sadly wanting,) and
good practical knowledge imparted at the same time.

This plan would also be attended with less expense
‘than the present system; for mow, all is done by
favouritiom, and paid accordingly.

The attendance of the. Board at the &nﬁ'erent. ex%n-
bitions would be advantageous, if composed: of prac-
. tical men; it would. give the benefit of experience
and advice. where: considered requisite : it would be
the chief organ. of communieation with societies de-
sirous of importing implements, Babom—samg ma-
chines, animals: of kinds, and- grains. -~ At present,
tost-of the societies are quite at a loss where to ap-
ply-for articles they -are desirous to' obtain, or are
totally ignorant of the existeice of labour-saving -
machines, which ought to be found in-every parish.
To the absence of such a medium: of communication
mysaf&ybea&mbe&thehmﬁed progressmadem
‘several counties since the-act was in operation.. The -
Provincial Agricultural Society -cught: to have been
such-a medium:: It might have.beenso, had men. of
-pm knowledge been at- ite- head:- “but however
meéritoricus may:be- their zeal as unpaid amateur
' ~Mnst8,cmatm thatagreatdeaﬁofmoney
bas been: expended ;- and: while the good doneisa -
. mmepe trifle, the harm is. considerable. - Qf - all: voear

mmmmmperhpsthechssofmeniea@t |
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: wﬂlmg to turn from the- beatentmnk, m&xf,unfmb
tunately, they make- their first devistion in:

up an equivecal improvement, and it fails, all- novel-
ties (however useful they msay be) are in future pro-
nounced humbugs, and -are not’ listened to.for-an

instant. It is, therefore, desirable that there shiould
be some party in the Province from whom the local

Societies should be entitled to claim and receive

trustworthy information. - A few well-written onte
chisms-of the best rotations of crops for the different
soils and localities; and the most desirable méthods.of
cultivating the different grains and green -érops,
printed on large sheets, and stuek up in the Agbitait
- houses, would do more real gwdﬂnanwwldh& af—. |
fected by the most ably conducted peiiodical. :: o
| Theactnowexpmnghmcemﬂymmduspm% '
of emalation amongat farmers generally: throughout
-which is really surprising, when itis
~ remembered that it has only. beenmmwmbdmu
four yeats, and that previous to. that time; k
‘on that'subject had been altogethera dead letter: -
.~ If, in amending the att, the power. mhm'
out of the hands of the country shop-keegiers, and the
societies compelled to'sppropriate the money fo the
purposes of the act, no person can dafely foretell the.

swteufa&mwmentwwhnhafawymwm c

us.
Inmyown nexgbbourhood,mder%he ahpioaof

- our Sotiety, cultivated grapes are becoming: VY
" general: the products of: most farms. are- -

: f&ouble&. Horse-takes; whmhmshwvdmevezy |
_day they are used, are now.in sofive demand-«-their

- ‘cost is ten dolinrs—<and with one of them & mawand
hotse will do more work than twentynien. - Soufflers,

whwhmﬁalsomfhwvdnamummw-
ing their appearsnce: anﬂourdonb!ohrzow—wkﬂe‘
s than and & pair ‘of horeés' willdog i & day; inore

work, and better, waaacmmmmy

-implements will perform ‘i ten-~ave to bessém on .
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| mnyfams, Iwae the first to nmpurtthem, ‘and
8o strong was the prejudice against their introduction,
that I was compelled to drive them in person, while
my labourers used the ordinary kind, in order to
convince them of their advantage. - ,
~-Should the principle of the foregoing remiarks
meet your approbation, I shall be happy to assist.
you in the details of remodelling the present act..
-Although the followmg -anecdlote does not come

- within the scope of your inquiries, I cannot resist
giving it a place here, in order to show.to what
lengths prejudice will blind a whole community:—
At oné of our :agricultural dinners; a valuable im-
ported bull was oﬂ'ered to the farmers of one of our
distant Townships, on the condition of signing a bond.
to return him in equally good condition on that day
twelve months, An elderly and respectable farmer

- objected to taking him, assigning as s reason, that

‘his stock had proved inferior both as milk cows and
working oxen: On being told that none of his pro-
duce were over two year old, and.consequently were
yet unproved, he admitted that he had aever yet

. _-séen any of them, and that he formed his opinion from

a'bull whxch his neighbours had formerly owned, and
which was called of an improved breed. His state-
ménts éarried weight, and the oﬁ'er of the bull was
declined. : '

- I shall conclude with obsemng thattheCanadmns
are an intelligent people, and if comvinced of the
utility of any suggested improvement by actual
demonstration, they readily adopt it ; but they donot
hunt after them; they must be brought to their own
‘doors. - They are mnot & travelling community ; and
- if they are to learn, some one must come forward to

-~ teach them. .. They labour under the additional dis-
- advancage of having no agricultural works published

in their own language. I have been in the habit of
visiting the great fairs. in the nengbbounng Union, -

at which I have never met & French Oanadxan, ex- - '
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cept from the. nexghbourhood of Montreal, and they
~ were not exclusively farmers. The labour-saving -
machines of the United States, pm’peﬂy Belecwd ,

: Awonld be invaluable in this country. .

" I fear that you will think I have auowea@ letter
- toextendtotoo great a length. I shall therefore
briefly observe, with reference to ‘the settlement of

Wild Lands, that the most hkely way of bringing it

" about would be by making it an expensive business '
- for speculators to retain them. This could be brought -

about by an Act authorizing their gale, in a summary
manner, for local assessments or for read duties when
payment is not made on their account. - As regards
Model Farms; I think it impossible to devise a
scheme which could be generally acceptable and use-
ful to-the whole of Lower Canada; and that were

- they limited to certain localities, that dissatisfaction -
- would be created. The inhabitants of each County '

might be empowered, in the new bill, to appropriate

 the proceeds of their subscription and’ government

aliowance to such purpose, instead of to exhibitions,

i they prefurred a0 doing, which would mest the "‘

desired end. - -

One or two pamés, who are known to eonduct the

bestfarms in Lower Canada, might be indaced to

keep a journal of the transactions, and let themap-
pear every month in the papers, for a trifling con-

sideration. . Reading these daily- proceedings would,

in my opinion, be more generally useful than Model -
Farms (scattered as they must necessarily be), and

\thedlﬁ‘erenceofeoet would be as ‘one ponnd is to

‘onehundred.
E have the honor to be,
- - Sll', . ' ’
 Your most obedxent humble Servant,
] B N. WATTS

: 'Eo Cmmms Tacm Esqmre, ,

‘ M. P. P ay S '
Chairman of Commxtt_ee« S
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Mom'nmn, l2th Jnly, 1850.
Sm,

" aletter from the’ Committee on Agriculture, dated

14th nltlmo, in ‘which I am desired to. express my _

opinions on various subjects therein mentioned, con- -
nected with the Agriculture of Lower Canada.

-1 feel some dehcacy in- venturing to comply with.

' the request, but having already put my hand to the
plough, I scorn to look back.’

.. Had the quesuons of the Committee referred only

to the treatment of the soil and the management of

I have the honor of acknowledgml= the recelpt of -.

cattle,. it would be -a comparatively easy matter to |

answer them.- Experience has taught me: that the |
soil of Lower Canada will yield to the plough and
the harrow, and give out its rewsrds to skill and in-
dustry; but what power will be sufficient to tear off
*_the mantle of ignorance and prejudice which envelopes
the farmers of Liower- Canada, and arouse them to
~ intelligent actmn, it will require a wiser and more
* experienced man than Iam to determine. - =
The Agncultuml Societies, so far as T can judge,
have proved  altogether ineffective in accomplishing
the ends for which they were established. There
can be no stronger proof of this than their unpopu-
larity. ' I am ashamed to say; that the Soclety of
which I am a member—-although certamly in as
‘good alocality as any in the Province—has not been

able, for the last- two years, to raise a sufficient

amount by subscription to entitle it to the whole-of
the sum granted by the Legislature. - :
"I think that the chief reason for this want of popu-

larity, is the disproportion which exists between the = -

agricultural knowledge of the British and French

 population. . The former are the minority, but being

;possessed of more skill than their French neighbours,
| they have obtained agreat proportion of the money
given as prizes. This has proved a ground of jea- .
lousy; and the consequence is, that few of the French



pupulatmn even look at the Somety’s ahows.. The _
- man with a crutch soon finds that be has no chance -
" in t.herace mththemanwhohas hxshmbaperfect. o

Some of the Societies have divided themselves =
into two classes; thus allowing the French to com-

- humiliating to the French, and evil in its tendeéncy to-
keep open the gap between ‘the two races. - It pre-
- vents those who are behind from aspiring to excel, -

pete amongst themselves.. This I comsider to' be

- and in fact completely neutralizes the effects of com-

- petition; for where it is not ¢ best with. the best, ~
 there’s little honor won or little lost.” -~~~ _

- .. The Societies have hitherto been working atthe - )
Vwrong end of the. lever, in attempting to introduce

fine cattle into the country, while kittle or no piins

' have been taken to teach the farmers the first prin-

 ciples of Agncnlture.—-—lf a thorough knowledge of

their  business were diffused  amongst them, they

- would find better catile for themselves.—At present |

fine cattle can live only with a very few.:

I would recommend that thelocal Socxetleé éhould -

. publish- Annual Reports, failing which: io mosiey

. fshmﬂd be granted to them by government : these
~ . Reports should specify, in detail, what kind. of eoil;

. and in what description of locality; the graing, vege-
tables, &e., which obtained their first and. eecond .
prizes were grown ; the mode of culture, &o., &e.; -
and also, the breeds of cattle which obtained their
first.and second prizes; the mode of treatment; &e.;
&c. . Any person refusing to give such information
inay be disqualified from obtaining future premiums.

These Reports shoald be laid before the Provincial -~

- Society; and funds .should be provided to. publmh
_them: They would then be¢ distributed by the fnem-
bers of the Executive Comniittees in-each: County.

This plan would; I think, continually and effectually .

- bring the subject: of agricultural improvement. be-
~ fore the mmds of the peo'ple, and - show. them . that

therewaaastrongdemeonthepMOftheSocxems  .

to forward theu' mterests. -
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I cordxaﬂy‘ apprové of the establishment of Model -
Farms, and of the distribution of elementary trea~ -

tises on Agriculture. I know of no surer meansof -

makmg any people what they ought to be, than by
- giving them sound and wholesome precepts suited to
their condition, and accompamed by a corresponding ~
example Perhaps, however, the best Model Farm
is that farm in each County which is most profitable
to the caltivator, and which is managed on a system
which can be taught to others. I may be excused

. for mentioning here that in the beginning of the

. year 1849, I wrote ashort. Agricultural Tract, which.
" I'considered adapted for distribution amongst my

. French Canadian neighbours. A copy of it was laid
- before the Lower Canada Agricultural Society and -

was approved, Major Campbell being President at -
the time. - If you think that the tract is likely to be -
of any use to you, I believe that Major Campbell
‘can give information concerning it. If it has been
lost sight of, or laid aside, I can farnish you with a
copy. of it.
- I would also suggest the propnety of sendmo' lec-
turers on Agmculture into the country pansbes du-
ring the winter season; they. would be sure. to find
an audience in almost every school-house in the
Provinee, and knowledge would thus be brought to
the very doors of the leabetant. Since I came to the
country I have seen public addresses resorted to as

* a means of arousing the French Canadians to action - -

with great. effect.—I need only allude to Father
Chiniquy’s cold-water discourses, which have proved
so powerful in extinguishing those fires which, for
many years; have been devouring the very vitals of )
the Province, and in bringing about a great moral

- reformation amongst the people—A man who can
command the confidence of the habitans, and would
 follow up the reform of M. Chiniquy, by showing
‘them how to apply to their legitimate purposes the
_mecxous fruits of the earth, which he has taught
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them m save from destrnctmn, would do agrent dal
towards restoring the exhausted fertility of onr Lower
Canadian farms, and rendering the Province pros-
‘perous and happy. Tobeavaxlableforthmpurpme,'
the man must be one of themselves; a priest, or .
some other person who m;mssessedofthexr reepmt
' and confidenee. - N
I think that the attention of the Legxslatnre should
- becalled to the laws that regulate the opening of
“road, and of main-drains or water-courses. - I am not

~ sufficiently conversant with the laws to point out the

act and sections that need amendment; but I will

give'sn example of one of the gnevances to wlucli S

allade:—

Suppose a valley of ﬁve hundred arpents inter-
secting fifty farms ;- down the centre of this valley is
a emall ditch, two feet deep and three feet wide,
made according to a ¢ proc2s verbal” drawn out per-
haps a bundred years ago, when the land was ynder |

- timber: now it is cleared, and useless for want ‘of

draining ; the ditch being too .small {0 carry off the
- water.  Perhaps ten of the farmers, at the head of
. the valley, wish t6 drain-and improve the land, but |
- forty of them are satisfied with the condition their
.land is in, and will ot do' any more_thauthey,ax;q
bmdmdobythebld"‘procés’mbal. . Here the

non-improvers; being the majority, are's drag anda

hindrance to those who wish-to-go forward. .- N
AstothebestmeansofsetthngWildLmds,Ido"

' "’notpretend ‘to know very much about the subject;
bntI&otbmkthatthemanwhote&eemslandfrom

. - the wilderness'shonld - be lord-of it himself - If pos-
. sible let: thére be an-equitable; commutation between’

' the feudal lords of Liower Canada. and their feuars,’

i - 1 believe that many - of -the - Sengnmm-ed@mgan'
~ that is'in’ their power to. benefit the .*¢ censitaires ;»

but I cannot help thirking that, as-a class, theyholdr
muchthesamesocmlpomuonmthegledsandhoode&q
CIOWS' doamong the fowlnofthemr themore ear-:



e A |
: ﬁonﬁhe&mﬂaeygww Ibaveba&nnﬁnngteéo" |
' mﬁanyhndmthewmﬂywhdzhnsmtbeensom

over and over again. The farin I now possess has
 been sold four tintes during the Tast twenty-five yeara:

- if it shoyld go on changing proprietors under the

. _samesystem,andatthesamemte,totheendofthe-_ -

century, the Sengmor will have received moré than -
its own value in a period of seventy-five years. In
conclusion; I would ask, that if ever the cry. for
s Agricultural protection” be again raised. in the
Parliament of Canada, you will, for the honorof -
-~ the farmers, use all your influence to put it down.

Get us a fair competition in the markegs of the o

world ; do all in your power for the education of our
~ agricaltural population ; in a word, teach the farmers

of Canada self-defence, and- mey will prowct them-
, aekves. o

- Icannot close without statmg a few facts to- show« S

that it is neither the geographical position nor the
goil of Lower Canada that kesps her so low. - The
most mdependent of our agneultunsts are mei who
came to the country twenty or thirty years ago;

" most of them with no other capital than. their hands
" and heads, and no other ambition than to obtain g

- servaiit’s place. - Having filled this position for a fow

yéars, they have leased worn-out farms, at from den’ -
to twenty shillings per” arpent.:: I conld- point out
* many who have not only paid these rénts;, but have -
purchased several farms for themselves. - Now, if -
those who had ‘no rent: to pay-had applied to:their
land the saime skill ad energy;: the conntry: ight -
have beenlike a garden;-as they might have expended »

* in iniproving their land the sums which. their .
" bours had-6o pay as rent. If this hadbeen&ma, -

- would 'not Lower Canada: have been now justas

‘much richer as & Provines, as those who have farme . =

upon 3 good system ave’ richer than those who have
farmed upon no system at -all.- My own father and
Rnsfamilycameto ‘this conntry at the time abuw
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,mentmned,i may say, mﬂmutaduﬂar theyamf

- mow allseﬁledmLowerCamdn,andaretheewnm o

'ofnpwardsofadazen of farms. .

. Supposing that there are75 OOQfm'mersmLower - ;

_Cmmda,andthateach ofthese,byaﬁophngagoo&'
‘system.of Agrionlture, could, in the course of five
| mmxyeam,mefurtyponndsperannnm(lthnka
. wery low estimate) more. than he does now, the
country would be- tbreemﬂhonsperannmnnoher ~
_Ismtﬂmaresn!tworthstmmgfor? e
Ihavethehonorﬁobe, S
. Sn', : :

YourmossubednentSeWant, L
S WHJ&IM BOA; -
S&M@n&

. . .
— - - Sntbcmin

@bservahons and Remarka on ﬂle Meteorology anﬁ .
_ Climate of Upper and of Lower Canada; by
Wirian ‘WindER, Esquire, M.D., ]Librzn—~
. rian to the Honorable the Legmlatwe Assem :
bly of Canada. - -
‘ ‘those who have studied tbe sub;ect of
\Mezeomlcgy and ‘the climate of Canada, the idea
~ has been entertained, that the mean’ temperature of

- the two- vamces is' nea‘rly ‘equal on an average .

" of years. . The.accompanying. tables, though not -

‘perhaps perfectly . exact, have been eompxled with

the view of obtaining something like.an approxima- .

. tion to the truth of the sbove statement. They

 comprise a period of thirty-four months, i‘mm 1847
to 1849, inclusive, being the only years to which the
-compiler bad access; thh reference to- both sectwns :
of the country, and are . deficient in the months of

- January, 1847, and. Febmary, 1849, of wlneh no

record could.be found. The month of January, -

- 1847, for Lower Canada., was mdeed avmlable bnt
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. the con'ésponiling’one for Upper Canada, necessary
for comparison, could not be procured. The whole of

' the observations are taken from a register of the wea~ -

' ther kept at Montreal, ind from those furnished at the

Royal Magnetic Observatory at Torento, by Captain .

Lefroy. The fruits, plants, and trees of a country are
said to form a good criterion of its climate, and this
opinion would seem to be correct with respect to the -

temiperature of Canada. * As one proof of this, umay , -

be remarked that in June of the Present year, the Hon.
L. J. Papineau made an excursion to the Falls of
Niagara, and botanizing in the woods surrounding
them, found only two plants which do not grow on
the mountain of Montreal, viz :—the black walnut,
- and the Persimmon, Diospyros Virginiana, sex. syst.,

Diecia Octandria ; natural order, Ebendeea: & na-
tive of the warm climate of the Southern States of

" the American Urion. ~ From hence he inferred, and

- it appears justly, that the temperature of the atmos-
phere in and about Montreal and the Falls; must be
nearly the same ; and on examining the tables above
mentioned, we find the result of the average to bea
. difference, for the thirty-four months compared, of

only 1.46°. A further examination also shews

that the mean temperature of Montreal is 46.4°,
and that of Toronto 45.50 © , whilst the mesns of the

¢ ¢wo added together give the medium temperature of

the two Provincesas 45.77 © . - The eminent French
- philosopher Arago, - states the mean temperature of
“Europe to be 56:6°, and that of the eentreofEng—- -

| jhn&:smdbyDr Cmgnetobeéo. Itnsampossx- L

ble to ascertain, with any degree of preeision, the
portion of heat felt i in any part of America, merely
by measunng its distance from the equa.tor The

s  maxims which are’ founded upon experience in the

 old hemisphere, will not apply to the new, where the

o cold maintains a manifest preponderance. Various

 causes contribute to render the climate of Amenw
. different from that of the old continent. America
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advances much nearer to the pole, than cither Europe

- or' Asia. . Both these have large seas to'the north

~ which are open during part of the year, and even
. when covered with ice, the wind that blows over

~ them is less intensely cold than that which passes
“over land in the same highlatitudes ; but in America

" the land stretches from- the St. Lawrenoe towards . - |

the: pole, and spreads out ‘immensely t6 the west. -
- The wind in-passing ‘over- enormous mountains, ¢o- - -
vered with snow and. xce, becomes so impregnated

with cold, that it acquires a piercing keemness, 50 °

- that over the whole of North America, a north-west
wind and cold are: synonymous terms. This differ-

~ ence in heat is supposed to be equal to twelve de-

gress, but Dr. Mitchell contends tbat it amonnta to

- fourteen or fifieen degrees.

Kﬁwanundoubtedfact,thatmthesamedegreesof :
‘latitude, the winters are. colder and the summers
warmer in North America than in Europe. This

. generalobsemhonmveryxmportant with respectto o

_ agrmultnre, commerce and navxgatmn. The follow~
‘ing facts are interesting as proving the. foregomg

~ assertion :—Hudson’s Bay, in the same latitude as

‘the Baltic Sea, is even in summer encumbered with -

- ice. In New York, in-the latitude of Madrid and -
" Naples, the winter accompanied with ice, lasts, onan
~ average, 164 .days ; and the Delaware is frozen over -

five or six weeks.—New. York has the summer of

Rome and the winter of Copenhagen, Quebec the . -

summer of Paris and the winter of St. Petersburgh.
. —In America it must then be recollected, that the
climate by no means. depends altogether on the de-

grees of latitude, but is influenced, more or less, by :

~ the winds; the lakes, the great. tracts of land in the
-north, the ocean and the gulf stream. In the
‘morthern part of the United States the me&mm fem~

. perature amounts to about 45., and in the southern =

" to 68. Fabrenheit, whilst the foregoing tables shew - A
the mean temperamre of- the Canadas to be 45.7 7 ©.
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'Ebe medmm temparature of Lake Superior, i 21, 68,

T do do . Lake Onfario 80, 72,
do . do =~ NewOrlemms ' 59. 8% .
“do -de - KeyWest  70. 8.

- Im Quebec, the thermometer sinks to 30. below
_ zero,and rises in summer to- 95. above zero. Im

Baltimore, the thermometer rose twice in the course
of eight years to 98., and sank four times below
zero; whilst in Montreal and Hamilton (at the head
of Lake Ontatio) it has been noted as lngh a8 103.

‘ OfFahrenﬁextmtheshade. S
- Huomboldé teckons the mean temperatme of ﬁbe
4z, overland, nearly on 2 level with the sea; at the
© équator, at 81.5°. The mean temperature of lati-
- ¢ude 45°,in Eumpe, at 56.. At the pole, judging
from the observations of Capt. Parry, the mean tem~
. perature cannot be taken to exceed 13. below zero.

In the immense valley of the Mlssissip‘pl, to the
west of the Alleghames, the miean temperstures are
neatly the same as in the corrésponding ltitudes on -
the Atlantic; but, as in Upper Canada, eompared
with the Lower Province, the winters are not so’
¢old, nor the summers ‘so hot. The mean tempera-
 ture of the west coast of America appear o corres-. -
- ‘pond with the mean temperatures of the westem ,
.parts of Europe. .

The preceding g temarks apply only to the temper- :
ature of those parts of the earth that are nearly as -
Tow asthe surface of the sea; but as we ascend into
~ the stmosphere the temperature ‘constantly -dimi-
 nishes, §0 that even in the torrid zome, at a certain

elevation, we come to the region of perpetual conge-
- Istion, The cause of this diminution of temperature
' fsthe ‘expansion of the air in propottmn to its eleva-
tion, which occasions an increase in its capacity for
heat, and a consequent lowering of its temperature.
This diminution is partly counteracted by large

masses of earth- which communicate heat to the air.

This is probably the reason why the temperature of
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%ﬁmnsofﬁnmbdldt,onlyonedegmeofl?ahmhaﬁ .
for every 495 feet of elevation; while in Scotland,

 Dr. Hutton, of Edinburgh, states the diminution to

amount to one degree for about 268 feet of devation. |

He kept a thermonieter on the top of Arthur's Seat, -
and another at Leith, near-the level of the sea, for
three years. The mean difference between the two
. was 3.; and the height of Arthur’s Sm,abovethe
levelnfthaaes,mveryneaﬂymfeet.

M. Arago has demonstrated tbatdnrmgthehse
2,000 years the temperature of the earth has.not
" varied so.much as one-fifth of a degree, as otherwise -

‘the length .of the day wenld havealtereﬂ,whwhn
not the cases - -
| Whenwedxgtoacertaindepthbelowthesur-
fac@ofthegrmmd,weomeatlutwamﬁmm\
which, if the biilb- of a:themnometer be: put,. it re-
mains unaltered during the whole year, - The: heas -
at this dopth is considered as representing the mean
beas of the plsce at the surface of the gromid: s The

" battem of the cavern, nndettheObaermtoryatha,

iz about ninety feet below the surface of the earth;
. a thermometer. placed in 4 varies -only about -one~ . -
- fifty-fifth of a degree during the whole year, frony
" 53., which i the exact mean temperature of Pavis. :
o Itthemfwe&ppmm,ﬁumthepmedxngmm' :
- tions, that at-a certain depth below the surface of -

the earth; which does not scem much to'exceed thirty |

. feet, the thermometer remains unaltered during the

whole year, and exhibits the mean temperature of
the surface in that locality. -Hence the mean tem~
fpemtureofa place 1aay -be determined. by that of
springs flowing fmmacertamdepﬂ:(notlmthm'
thirty feet) under gronnd. - The wells:at New York -

vary. from 32 to 40 feet in depth, sad, necording

to Dr. Nooth,the mean sunual  variation of their
" temperature is 2;, namely, from .54.. to56.,thu .
'wou!dmakethemeanannmltempmmreomej_
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York 55.. Dr. J. Hunter states that the - temnper-
ature of the wells at Bnghton, in Sussex, vary from
* 50. to 52., which would make the mean tempera-
ture of the air in that part of England, close to the .

. sea, 51.; whilst the mineral 'spring'at’ Tunbridge

~ Wells, a short distance from Brighton, is always of

the temperature of 50., as appears from observations
made in winter and summer. Thus it would seem,
. that at a certain depth below the surface of the earth,
a thermometer indicatés the mean temperature on
the surface, that this depth is not much more than
thirty feet ; and that, probably, no great increase of
temperature could be found at the depth of sixty
feet.. When, however, we penetrate to-a greater
depth below the surface, the temperature becomes
higher than the mean of the place, and the elevation
of the thermometer increases as the depth augments.
The vegetable kingdom in. America has rengned
mder two great aspects, those of forests and prairies.
The forests-extend from the River St. Lawrence to
the Gulf of Mexico, ‘over ‘plains; ‘declivities; and
monntains. A European can form no idea of the
magnitude and beauty of the American primeval
forests and trees; and while in France there are said
to be only thirty-seven kinds of trees that grow to
the height of thirty feet, there are, in* America, one
hundred and thirty kindswhich excelled this measure- -

ment ; which, with the. vanetyofthenrgmwthan& .

ﬁ'olmge, are the admiration of every beholder. -
‘On a.review of the vegetable products of the Ca~
nadas, we find that in both Provinces they are much
the same, a consequence that might be: mected to
followfromthesxmﬂantyofchmate. S '
- Of those of Upper Canada it may be remarked, '
that all the fruits generally found in England thrive
remarkably well ; but the plum, apple; strawberry,
raspberry; and melon, attain a luxuriance of growth
and perfectnon, as stated by a modern writer; un-
kmown in England. - The melon, plantedin the open,
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. ground, mmoatvymprodnmexeellmttm’ T

" many.places vines prosper: well.. -Peaches are indi.
- genous: sonth: of the parallel of 432, or at:Jeast
grow rapidly from the stone; and beas fruit: within a
fow years ;. although good and tichflavoured grapes

" and peaches. are seldom met. with, owing 'to:theip -

-culture being. mgleeted. The’ saine’.obdervatiozs
apply to all garden produce, which will: attain a de-
. gree.of Juxuriance unknown in England, with much
less care and culture.. In Lower Canads, the new
Innd fs.covered with timber ; the greater part of the
irees. bemgfmm fwo: to three feet:in diameotersthg -
~ larger the timber, the better the séil~and thezefore -
the choice of land is generally divected by the growth -
oftimber onit.  Where beech; maple; hickery;butter.
nut, and .chesnut. grow, we find 2 ;good soil- of yel-
low or hazel loam ;: where elm, white ash, whitecak;,
butternut, ‘and. red oak grow;:the:seil is strong; -
 where white: pme, hemlock-pine, birch and: -sprace
grow, the soil is sandy ; cedar awmmp&thougk often
composed of good soil; are not desirable, unless: easy -
~ to drain; black ash; soft maple, or planeé swamps,
are mostly on a_clay or mat], and if well-ﬁmned
make lagting meadows ; ‘where there are small poplar -
and small white birch, thesoﬂwpoor, bemgllght
loam-on white clay, - .. oot Lo
The foregoing may be: taken as a descnph@e Hqt

offorest trees in the Lower Pnovmce and the,ioik:' . :

. on which they grow.  The soxh most congenial o
_ orohards are light leams or: gmvel. Apple-treei
thrive much, also,m; mky or limestonié lapd, A
greatvanetyofapple,pm,peach,plum,cherry grape:

vines,.and other frnit. trecs: may be fonnd. mﬂu

’wghbmuhooaomqwed the-apples from thence g

are considered superior to any other. . Cherries,
chesxmts, walnuts, hickory, hazel, and filbert nuts,

grow wild, asmUpperCa.nada,—-—asdogoosebemes,@ o

strawberries, raspberries, bluebemes, cranbemes, and
- black curre.nts. : | S
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Theaedewlswxﬂ,nhshomd,beof some aervwev B

to those whose attention may be directed to the
study of the climate of the Canadas, and their agn—

~ cultural capabilities. -

The present rage for emngratwn to North Ameri~
ca and Canada, has certainly been the means of elici-
ting much valuable information relativeto those coun-. -
tries; but it has also produced much merely literary
speculation, numerous ridiculous blunders, and nota

few wilfal misrepresentations. - Thedictum of Voltaire,
that Canada was merely a barren rock, covered with
perpetual frost and snow, has, with strangers, passed
into a proverb; but the emigrant farmer may be.
told with truth, that although the season appears
short, and the cold intense at certain periods, the-
winters are more pleasant and salubrious, and the
summers warmer than those of England ; the seasons -
. more uniform, and the air more clear and dry. =
. Medium temperature -of ‘the. gir in Upper and .
Lower Canada, from the 1st of J anuary to the Slst -
- December, 1848, inclusive :— A .

T MONTBEAL. of _; TOBONTO_. 1 -.of.
o the Month. ; - '-]che Month
ganmry, oo gg.s e ganuary.' e’ g;' 41
thy. o > ehmyg .. 28
March, .. 7.6 March, ... 27.4
April, 42.8 llApeil, . 40.87
ay’ © see 61 May, . oo 53 74
Jane, . 70 Jume, * 62.54
Jﬂy, 3 one 78-5 J Illy, : - *o 65-37
A R 72.8 || Augest, 68.34
September, 57.4 September, 53.39
Ootober, - 46. || Dctober; 46.38.
November, Sl.é . Novem!m', . 83.61
' 23.45 s 29.12
Total Means, 588.89 o :l'om Meam, 583.89 ©




- 18489.

.Mean

" 1849.

'l‘oml Meam,

- e

519.6 ° ';

Total Means,

s

. Mean
of .
tbo Month.

1847,
TORONTO.

., of
the Mo,

SRS S

Nofkmiwn.

.w.

- ‘.7 bf < o :.j . - Vj“; -v' " ", "Mm
., YEAR.. .}

ami;

P e

it known.

' .Montteal. 184? .
j~ao_ 1849,

1848,

46.7? Q.
- 449"
47- e

Tomm, 1847.
7 do 348.

' .;..3 N

RIT)

] 44.49

188.50°

| 514.96°

48,219

. .of L - of A
- MONTREAL. - |the Month. TORONTO. d\e Month.
Jonmary, ... - .. 1L7° [ January,... | 18.48°.
m:gy eis " |Not known.||February, . ... [Not knmown. = .
Mmb, ove ave 31066 © Mm’ .se o seaf | 33 24.0
Apl'n, ’ . eee ) 898 Apﬂl’ i see’ . 38-74
may, "eee : asell 5&:2 M‘y’ LT ees osel’ 48.80
© Jume, - - 745 . ||Jene, e} 68,
Jn‘y, ‘ eve ’ ebe i 76.7 ’ Jﬂly, . ose osof 67.83‘_
- oo .- 74. gmw vos . g?. B
s&p‘embef, A ". 53- l . w g . ..4 . )
A " eve ‘ ) 46.3 0@050?, . - 44,94 i
Nmm, eesl 4‘. - wa, i'o. \ .4‘087
‘ Deeember. R 17.9  ||December, ...  26.56

) Jm wy ose P Jmm eos
Febtuusr, e 18.25° |IF ’, are . -82.48°
Mucb, 2 c;o 23-55 MM,; ase con}. sm ‘,'

: Aprﬂ, : Y . $9.36 - Aﬁl’ﬂ,~ oo 47 B8 -
May, . ees © ees] - 6145 May, B A X
Jﬂne. woe 1 70‘ . Iﬂnﬂ, oos 58.1‘ .
Jag, . e Ty .. L) enes
&m oo 72- - Anmw ooe . ,‘ - 68':3

V : W A L1y V'.A 59.& 0 R N wed “g l
ﬁﬁﬂk R T ,o&mmvf I
November, .| 856 ' [|November, ] 88
Decomber; - «. | 2098 Degsmber, - ... 80, -

Total Means, ...| 516.67° | Total Moans, ...| 497.53°
,,- - ~ . o E . -

-

Toﬂ, .

?M’ von -' avusr 188.4° . \
BMean of ¢hres yearn..

Meanof thres yeas...
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" Mean : | Mean

¥EAR. | , YEAR. .| .
S TTEEE L Natyar |t o | of Year.

- Mfean of Montreal,...| .46.4° | Mean of Montresl;...| 46.4° -
Mmmﬁ anoneo,. ‘ 45,60 Mm’of Toronto, ,..| .45.560.

. 'l!oml. ,..2 .~ 91.84 © || Differcuce of Tem- ’
' L wee-|| petatare between|
Mem Memge Tem-| . R Upper and. Lower
. peratare of Upper|. . Canada, t‘or Three A
and &bwchanada 45«77°'. yearu, os 1.46° o

.~ The followmg results, taken from the Government ,
Méteorological Obiservations, made at Toronts for .
“the past ten years; will serve to’¢orrect any ‘errone-

ous impressions respectmg the chmate of Upper

© Canada:— -
Meant empierature, taken from ten xears observatmns, 44 3°.

Highest temperatnre, 95.0 © —12th July, 1845. f '

Lowest do - 18,6 °—16th January, I840. .
, ’Eow'number ofdayaon whichrﬁnfe!l ‘965, DR
“Yearly average; 97. o
‘ 'Eotal ‘sumber of days on wlneh sncw fell, 475. ...
- early average, 42."" SRR
Toﬁal number of days perfecily fair, 2,218. _
+ - Hearly average, 22Ls:. o
* “Average yearly-depth of rain, 83 4 mches.
 ; Average yearly depth of snow, 586 do. .l
Mean temperature of four- mmmer months 62.6°,. four

‘ -yrarmest months L T -

Mean temperature of ﬁ'our wmbar months 26 6° G, foureoldest
Itmtoberemarked, thatxfa pwuckeof snow or
rain falls during the 24 hours, the daym r’eepecﬁveiy‘
consulered at the Observatory asa. ramy __QLMW :

T@nomo, 2naAngmt, 1850“., N o




fﬁlsé -
3 - Toaom‘o, 12th July, 1850
' Sm, :

~ Inreply to yonr note of to-day, webegto say_.
that the charge for printing 50,000 copies of 48. pages,

" in French, would be about £300.

And for every additional sheet of mxteen pages,‘. |

(50,000 copies) £100.

Thechargeforpnntmg 12000cop1es,_aalme as’ L

~above, in English, would be about £80.

And for every additional sheet of slxteen P&S@k |

- (12,000 copies) £26 10s.

. These charges would mclude paper, foldmg, stitch- | »' »

mg, &c.
Weare, Siry

. Your obedient Servants, -

LOVELL & GIBSON ,

Js C Tacm;, Esqmre,
Chmxman Agmcultumﬁ Comxmttee.
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TO x.mnns, ANSWERS, AND OTHER nocnmnm's
| FORMING THE APPENDIX TO THE nnmn'r.

‘Berezy, W, Esqmre—let&er dated: D’Aﬂlebout, 24th
1 ' June, 1850 «ieevece
- Boa, Wm., Esqmre—-Letter dated Monmﬂ, lﬂth July, -

1850 osvapsevés n.ol‘..ooo‘c'..'u..l. 98! lls ' .

Boncher de la Bruére, Esquire—Letter. dated St. Hya-

‘PagB.

59

cinthe, 5tk July, 18505 signed also by Eustbe -
Cartier, ESquire eeese coevicosees . 108 - .

’Bonrdon, F. A., Esquire—Letter dated Boncherville,
. 25thune, 1850 . cooos
Campbell Major T. E.~Letter.dated St. Hxlmre C.E,
0+ - 24th Jane, 1850 .ueeewnes
Cartier, Eus¢be, Esquire—Letter dated St. Byacmzhe,;
. 5th July, 1850; signed also. by Boncherde la.-

Bmm’ &qmm seoecsven ’ lﬁs .

Delage, Rev. F.. H.--Letter dated L’Islet, 22nd Jnne, :
- . - 1850 .og.-o.. LYY Y]

i Desaulmers, Rev. Jos.~Letter dated St. Hyamntbe, 20th .
. Jnne. 1850 voss XTI seeeee
" Dostaler, P. E., Esquire, Premdent Agmnltnral Society,

&

ConntyofBerthwr—Letterdated%rdJme,

. ]850 acee . sscssen LXIYY L)
’ Dubé Dr. C. T.—Letter dated Tmm-sztoles, 27th Jnne,

1850 oo'ouooou oo-u-vco-.o'

5

Evm, Wm., Esquire, Secretary to the Lower Canada"f o

. Agricultural Society—Series of Questions pub-

lished by him in the Jnly (1849) number of the -

. Agricultural Joumal, forwarded to the
Commmee . crovcensrsvonas,

~ Angwers to the said Questxona, also forwarde&
to the Commxttee. esesansssessvonan vese

i meﬂsim,nev 3. B. A—Letter dated Nicolet, 20d July o

1850 000!0'0'.....0.00"0 .o...’.'00‘0.0‘ot'to.cto'o..'l..’ 102

» ﬁ_Gtishh, Elisha, Esqmre—-Letter dated Shnstead,mrd
Jme’ lm .l..'.'....' ...‘.. Add 200000000

- Héndysxde, David, Esqnm—-l.etter containing a Plan of -

a Model ' Farm, dated. Chambly, 18th April, -
1850 ; addressed to the Honorable A, N, Morin,
- and laxd before the Committée by that gentle- -

N man l‘l.l.'l!"ll...l!.‘ CYITTYIYTINY] .00!0!‘...!!0!0'




1850 Segosesasse t“notow“..nm.oocoo soecscscccscnoee

- ‘Fsquire;’ Secrétaxy to ‘the Lower Canada Agti-
 cultural Society, and 1aid before the Committee

. 1 : by tbat geﬂtkm 00..l"‘.."‘."ﬁ.ll..l“‘l.‘. l.l ..,‘
: Lapmhon, J. P., Esquire, Clerk tothe. Commxttea :6n the
. State of Agricalture~Circular dated 14th June, -

... 1850, s:gned by him . byorder ofthe said Com-

mﬂe@ ““0‘00““0."'.0(0.0...0 0.00.‘”.0-“ i.‘ o”..

' ‘PagE.
Hébert, Rev. A. F. —Letter dated Gmﬁe Baxe, Sthialy,

. 105 .
Langevin, Hector L., Esquire—Letter dated Monh‘eal,..f‘
' " 18th- Jnge, 1850 ; addressed to Wm. Evans,

27

- Loven & Gibson, Messrs; Printers—Letter, stating the ' .
: ..cost.. of. l’,rmtmg an- Elemeniaty Treatme on.

- Agwm avee ..... ..‘ .'...‘...... .’...'...‘ “”.‘
: warchand, .Gabriel, Esqnue-phtter dated St. .Jobus,

_ lsth Jme, 1850 tessecacosse soraacisros c.o‘...co\ onou .
' Morm, the Honorable . A. N., Speaker of the Legisla-
Tl tive Assemhly—Letter dated Tomto, 27th

B Jnne, 1850 écuvouu-'nouo‘.uuu .-.-.u..-ou- ssoe
' "ﬁ’atton, W, Esqmre-—Letter dated St. Thoms, C E.

S L. 24th Jume, 1850 .ieeeeevevevessiiverceiscnscssonncavers
Letter. dated.-St.- 'Ehomas, C.E., 26&1 June,

1850 caoo.bt hoc e dee o-.voaon.i‘bo o‘c-ooc eoevuensRatrRse -

. mo:e, Bev‘ F.—Lettec-dated. College. of Ste. Anne la-
.. Pocatidre, st July, 1850, vicirireiressorsressrecia

| Pmsoz‘mault, Alfred, Esqnm—htter dated LmTOrtue,
e QGtthlne, 1850 c.o-acnc.oonoalvoduo“ioooo--oo ooooo .

June, 1850 ..0...0“..“‘4.."l“'..““‘.....000.'..00.A

A Wam, R. N., Esquire, M. P. P.-—Letter dated Toronts,

g X ’ GthJu‘Y’ lm.‘.‘.l. .....“\..C. I."' T Y) l“‘ ....... .
L Wiﬁﬁer, Wa. Esquire, M.D:," Librarisn t6'the 'Honor-
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71

. - 52
»Vmcent, J.; Esquiré<~Letler dated Longueuil, 28th
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‘gble the" Legxs!aﬁve Asgembly —Observations

- and -Remarks: on the Meteorglogy and: Climate
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