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The Intergovernmental Maritime
Consultative Organization (IMCO) is
the Specialized Agency of the United
Nations exclusively concerned with
shipping and maritime affairs.

Purpose and history
IMCO's main object i
operation among go
technical matters aff
tional shipping in or
the highest practicaL
maritime 4UnfA-tv sinri

IMCO convention rec
ance by 21 states, in(
with at least one miii
of shipping each.

Canada became t,
prove the proposed or
the ratifiratinn nf thp



of the organization. The Assembly is
composed of ail mem ber states, and
normally meets biennially. The first
session was convened in 1959, and
the tenth took place in November
1977.

The Council consists of represen-
tatives of 24 member states elected
by the Assembly for a term of two
years. It normally meets twice a year.
It is IMCO's governing body between
Assembly sessions. Canada has been
a member of the Council since its
first session in 1959.

The composition of the Council is
as follows:
CategoryA - Governments of states

with the Iargest interest in provid-
ing international shipping services

ment of ships; rules for preventing
collisions; the handling of danger-
ous cargoes; maritime-safety proce-
dures and requirements; marine-
casualty investigation; search and
rescue; and any other matters direct-
ly affecting maritime safety. Canada
has been a member since the first
session of the committee.

The Facilitation Committee, which
was created by the Council, meets
annually and is open to ail member
states and states that are parties to
the Convention on Facilitation of In-
ternational Maritime Traffic, 1965.
The purpose of this convention is to
facilitate maritime transport by sim-
plifying and reducing to a minimum
the formalities and documentation
requirements on the arrivaI, stay and
departure of ships engaged in inter-
national voyages.

The Secretariat of IMCO consists
of 206 employees divided among
five divisions, and is headed by a
Secretary-General.

mbership stands at
,with one associate
mbershi. includes



Budget and finances
IMCO's budget for 1978-1979
amounts to $12,661,300 <U.S.). Ex-
penses are apportioned among the
members on the basis of:
(a> a fixed-sum payment determined

by the percentage of the UN
budget paid by the member;

(b) a further payment derived from
the member's total gross regis-
tered tonnage of shipping.

In 1978, Canada's contribution to the
organization was $45,019 (U.S.

Major pro grams and priorfties and
means of action
The followinq are the malor Dro-

tion from Ships and Other Vessels;
Jurisdliction in Respect of Collisions
at Sea and Other Maritime Incidents;-
and Arrest of Sea-Going Ships.

The organization has adopted
conventions dealing with safety, pol-
lution prevention, legal matters and
the facilitation of maritime trade. 0f
18 conventions, 12 are already in
force.

Canada was the first country to



Purposes of Canadian memberahlp

Canada's aims as an IMCO member
are:
<a) To further the aims of the organi-

zation and ensure that Canadian
interests are brought to the at-
tention of member states en-
gaged in debating international

special areas, and development of
suitable procedures for the enforce-
ment of the conventions relating to
marine pollution.

Specific subjects - review of
technical problems associated with
the implementation of the 1969
amendments to the 1954 Oul-Pollu-
tion Convention, the 1973 Marine-



governiments' information on impie-
mentation of individual provisions of
the annex to the convention; and
considers facilitation aspects of forms
and certificates emanating from other
activities of the organization.

Representation and personnel
The Department of Transport has
primary responsibility for represent-
ing Canada at IMCO meetings. At
present one Canadian is empioyed in
the IMCO Secretariat, as Director of
Administration.
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