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CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

(WBW SERIES.)
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TORONTO, MARCH, 1885.

[No. 3.

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

THE INDEPENDENT will, until June, be issued
as & semi-monthly, and coutinued thus if
enough encouragement is given.

WE have just spent another week in Mou-
treal doing duty at the college. We waited
until the carnival was over, and confined our-
selves pretoy rigidly to our work. We man-
aged, however, to reach Calvary Church on
the Wednesday evening, and enjoyed with
the friends assembled a “sweet hour of
prayer” and of fellowship. On the black-
board was chalked the evening topiec ¢ Grow
in Grace,” and a searching question, to be
personally applied, regarding that growth.
We should call the attendance good, the spirit
earnest, the atmosphere home.  We were glad
to have thus made our first acquaintance n
propriw personwe with that vigorous church.

AT college, we found,as we thoughs, our

. esteemed Principal looking better than in the
fall. The tired look was gone; and we could
not fail to note the general tone of earnest-
ness which pervaded the entire college life.
The students bear testimony to the quickening
influence of association such as the new build-
ing invites, while the residence of the Princi-
pal under the same roof, and the morning
gatheiing for worship of the family and the
students together give the home tone public
institutions are apt to want. Our venerable
father, Dr. Wilkes, whom we were glid to see
in full vigour and health, (the permanent
lameness only excepted,) speaks of the con-
stant use of the library by the students as an
indication of enquiry and of work; indeed we
found ourselves often strolling into the airy
room where the bouks are kept, instinctively
enjoying the companiomship of the volumes.

We may here mention that the addition from
the library of our late brother Mr. Ebbs has
been found of the greatest value and interest
to the students.

OUR meeting with “ the boys ” was pleasant,
marred only by the constrained absence of one
of the seniors, Mr. Gerrie and his brother
having been suddenly called away by, as it
proved, the death cf their mother. They
were not forgotten in college sympathy and
prayer. May the God who comforteth those
who are in trouble, abundantly comfort them
together with their sorrowing friends.

A FRIEND, writing from one of the churches
mentioned as not having appeared in the last
Year Book as a contributor to the College
Fund, states that an amount was sent and
acknowledged for the furnishing fund, which
is as much as may be looked for this year.
Certainly the college authuritiesreceive thank-
fully and acknowledge cordially such in-
stances of liberality, but urge further that the
ordinary fund is also 2 necessity, & constant
one. The furnishing is special. It was hoped
that the special effort would, in no instanece, in-
terfere with the other; and we nowaffectionally
urge upon all our churches the necessity of sus-
taining an institution which has this past year
entered truly upon a new era of its usefulness.
QOur respected correspondent also says: “I
regret to notice in another ‘jotting’ that a
¢ growler’ is grudging the Missionary Super-
intendent’s salary. I think there is no better
spent money in the whole range of denomina-
tional effort. I regretted much when Mr.
Wood ceased to labour in that capacity and
rejoiced accordingly in the appointment of a
successor. I value Tuk CANADIAN INDEPEN-
DENT, and would not be without it for double
its price.”
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T English Nonconformist publishes the following table, which may speak a faw words as to the aggressive charaoter
we go often see in other nations.

Situate in

Name of lgossession.

Eunors... .. .... «..; British Islands....... ...... ;
“Heligoland ..........o00 0!

ASIA (il

APRICA. . v cvinann

NORTR AMERICA....

Csxn.ui‘&\mmm
Saury AMERICA. .

Maita, Gozo, and Camino ...
Gibraltar ........ (.o, |

Indin . .ovieiieiiiiiinnenns |
Coylon .veviiviiiiianianns .
: Hong Kong........... v eenel
Labuan . ...o.ooiieiiiniannns

|
|

PNatal.. e :

Straits Settlements : —

Singapore......cecoen. ..

Porang ....
Wellesley .. ...
\Ialacca. e

West African Settlements
(Sierra Leone, Gambiz,
Capes Coast Castle, La-
BOS) coiivnriiacniiennans
GoldConst..eoovveinvnaen.n i
St.Helena.................. |
Ascensgion ........... IR o

Manriting .. .o..iiiiiiiiines;

Dominion of Canada :— .
Ontario
Quehec ..
Nova Scotia............. .o
New Brunswick..... PR

Hudson's Bay Territory.....
; British Honduras............
Falkland Islands........ cened

WEST INDIES. ... osl ADGGUS. ».enensnnrrnoees !

OCEANIA. .caen... .

Bahamas (& group).. «....-- i

- Barbadoes......... e i

* Bermudas (r groupj.......... :
| Dominique.......o.oen.... .-
" Gronada ... ...

SAMLCR ...l R
Montserrat ......ooo e !
St. Christophers ............ |
Nevis ...ovviiiine cieennnn i
St. Luecia. . ..... e e |
St. Vincent ..... rere s i
TobAZO . covv e

Trinidad........
Virgin Islands®...............
Tarks and Caicos....... ...

British Guiana..............!
New South Wales............ |
New Zoalanl............ ....
Queensland ........... . 0
South Australia........ ...

Areain miles.| Population. How Acquired.
121,115 31,817,108
5} 2,172 Taken from Danes, 1807,
142 150,000 Taken from French, 100,
2 24,000 | guken frodm Spain, 1704, |
== i § Conquered from native princes
911,000 155,300,000 ’5 gradually since 1757. ‘
24,100 2,000,000 I Taken from the Dutch, 1796.
32 115,000 | Taken from (ihina. 181.;2. ‘
= | {Ceded by Sultan of Borneo,
. 45 1,900 ‘{ o, ‘
| {By treaty with native princes,
| 1818.
1,225 230,225 | Takeun by E. L Company, 1785.
Obtained in 1830.
20 Ceded by Dutch, 1824,
50,000 Tuken 1839.
200,000 567,000 Tak n from Dutch, 1806.
19,000 270,000 Taken possession of, 1843,
500 60,000 Ceded by natives 1787-1851.
6,000 150,000 Taken possession of, 1821 .
47 6,800 Tuken from Datck, 1673,
35 500 Taken possession of, 1815,
708 323,000 Taken from French, 1810.
210,000 2,136,308 :
121.000 1,422 546 % Ceded in 1765.
18,700 337,800 Settlement, 1627.
27,000 396,449 Ceded by France, 1763.
13,000 12 000 Settlement.
213,000 50,000 “
2,900.000 100,000 e
13,500 25,000 Tak:m from Spain, 1670.
4,800 690 Taken possession of, 1833.
108 37,000 Settlement, 1632.
5,124 40,000 “ 1629.
166 150,000 ¢ 1605,
24 12.000 L 1612.
290 27,000 Conquered. 17:6.
133 36 000 Ceded by Irance, 1763.
4,251 441,000 ‘Taken from Spain, 1655.
75 7.600 Taken posseaswn of, 1632,
103 24,000 1632,
59 10,000 “ “ 1628.
250 33,000 Teaken from France, 1503,
p o
13% f“;ggg gCeded by France, 1763.
1,754 85,000 Taken from Spain, 1797.
51 6,000 Taken possesslon of, 1666.
-~ 4 500 1629,
100.000 155,000 Taken from Duateh, 1803.
324,000 502,000 { 1787.
106,000 240.000 | 1839.
678,000 110,000 | 1859.
380,000 185,000 - Settlement 4 1836.
26,200 99,300 1803.
815 1) 730.000 J 1836.
978 000 25,000 (1827.

*Belong partly to Denmark.
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THE general spiritual state of the college,
we are glad to hear, is good, and we note a
growing loyalty to dlma Mater, from which
we expect to see abundant fruit erelong. An
earnest enquiry, morcover, as to the special
work of Congregationalism in the Dominion
gives signs of determination to work under-
standingly in the allotted field. Very hopeful
are the indications.

THE cold weather of the early part of this
month, February, is “unprecedented in the
memory of the oldest inhabitant”; so say
the feelings as the cold pierces. Unfortunately
records have no feeling, and they tell a differ-
ent tale. Note the following comparison of
February, 1875, with the present month up to
the 14th, taken from a city paper :

B - 1875 1885
Day. Mean | M. Moan. | Mia,
Temp. { Temp. Temp. Temp.
1 15.6 3.0 10.9 40
2 27.7 ! 15.0 --1.5 —14.9
3 258.7 8.2 149 40
4 3.4 . 20.0 23.7 17.2
5 7.5 l —2.6 4.6 --3.1
6 | —12 | 104 —12 —141
7 —2.5 t —15.0 113 -—06
8 —4.0 l —12.0 16.2 9.6
9 | —77 | —118 268 0.0
10 8.0 | —15.0 2.9 —2.6
11 16.6 ; —0.4 —59 —13.4
12 —35.3 | —10.3 6.0 —4.4
13 —2.0 | —16.0 2.0 9,
14 —46 —10.0 Cees .
15 —1.9 —12.4
16 7.3 —3.0
17 91 —0.8
18 2,1 —9.0
19 1 173 —0.5

It way be remarked that the mean temper-
ature of January, 1875, was considerably
lower than that of January, 1885, but the fact
that the minimum thermometer during Febru-
ary, 1875, for sixteen consecutive days never
rose above zero is something that we in 1885
may be glad to read of without experien-
cing.

Tris February month has been crowded
with sensations and perplexities, in which
many see the “perilous times” of the last
days. We are not ourselves disposed to be-
lieve that these days are more crowded than
some others which have already passed. The

present, and that which comes home, always
overshadows all the rest. Nevertheless,
anxiety cnough is in the air, and a present
voice calls us to consider.

THE reckless use of dynamite which has
wrecked parts of the old historic White
Tower,the original donjon of London’s ancient
fortress; and wantonly injured the New Par-
liament Buildings, is a sad example of mad-
men’s power. Any fool can cast a firebrand,
and there are wicked fools among us. Yes,
and cowardly fools; for O’Donovan Rossa,
who has made for himself an extravagant liv-
ing by spouting, at a safe distance, blood and
dynamite against the tyrant power of Eng-
land, roars like a baby at the pain personally
felt from the trembling hand of a crazed
female. Our best hope for the braggart is
that he may feel the smart a little longer, be
made to see his folly, and then pass to where.
the wicked cease from troubling.

THE dread power of mischief placed within "
reach of thecommon people will not be, in the
long run, inimical to society. Despots and
intriguers may learn that desperate men may
reach them when they cry peace and safety.
A little dread of having measured out to
themselves the recklessness they manifest for
others may be wholesome. Above all this must
the lesson be pressed,—Society’s true safeguard
will eventually be found, not in wateh and
ward, detectives and rewards, but in the accep-
tance of that righteousness by which alone a
nation can be exalted.

THOUGH still there are conflicting rumours,
the generally received belief, confirmed, is that
in the Soudan, Khartoum has fallen and Gen-
eral Gordon dead — treachery the cause.
Other brave men have fallen, such as General
Earle and the heroie author of the “ Ride to
i Khiva.” Of course British blood is up, and the
i Mahdi must be crushed. Those cruel Arabs
{must be taught to bow submissively to Wes-
tern civilization. We honestly feel something
must be done; but what? we as honestly
confess we are puzzled even to think.

WHAT are we doing in the Soudan? Are
not the unvarnished facts something like this.
The Khedive of Egypt learnt the ruinous
trade of bhorrowing. European -capitalists:
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thought a kingdom a good investment. The
Khedive, so long as credit lasted, was rich,
and extravagant. In uncivilized Eastern
society the ruler’s debts could easily be paid.
The creditors’ heads would soon balance
accounts. But the Khedive’s creditors were
largely English and French, and money being
a power in civilized countries, even as in
nineteenth eentury churches,the Governments
of England and of Frvance came to the rescue.
Besides, Egypt lay on the road to India, and
therefore, “ British interests” seemed in-
volved.

MEANTIME arrears of interest accrued; the,
Khedive, pressed for payment, must squeeze!
his already poverty-stricken subjects, and
the sons of the soil and of toil must pay the
piper as the Khedive had danced. Meanwhile,
a religious fanatie, who like to most religious|
fanatics imagined all wisdom and interest to |
centre around his likes and dislikes, taking|
advancage of a general sentiment of Mahom- |
medan Pre-millennananism and of Egyptian'
discontent, foments a rebellion. Apart from’
the interests of the bondholders, and of sup-;
posed “British intevests ” re India, Euro-!
pean Governments have no more responsibility |
therein than the editor has in an unseemly,
squabble in Dixie.

GENERAL GORDON steps on the scene. A

N

must in some way or other maintain a pres-
tige of furce where mere moral power goes
for nothing, or the storm bands may unclose,
which may deluge the Old World with war
and wasting.

Sir W. Baker says : ‘‘If the Soudan were aban-
doned the following consequences would assuredly
ensue, which would ultimately endanger the existence
of the nmirve civilized country—Lower Egypt:

The entire Soudan, which is inhabited by many and
various races, would relapse iato complete anarchy
and savagedoni. A constant civil war vrould be waged ;
cultivation would be interrupted ; trade would cease.
The worse elements of debased human nature (which
must be seen to be understood. in those regions)
would be uncontrolled, and the whole energies of the
population would be concentrated in the slave trade.
The White Nile, where Gen. Gordon has devoted the
best years of his life, and where I laid the foundation
before him, in the hope that the seeds then sown
would at some future day bear fruit—would beccme
the tield for every atrocity that can be imagined.
Even those naked savages believed our promises:
*“ that England would protect them from slavery.”
They would be abanduned to every conceivable out.
rage. and the slave hunting would re-commence upon
a scale invigorated by a repression of the last thirteen
years, but suddenly withdrawn.

The anarchy of the Soudan ..ould call upon the
scene another power—Abyssinia. The march from
Gallabat upon Khartoum is the most certain move-
ment, and could hardly be resisted, if well organized.

Castelar writes thus of General Gordon: ‘I com-
pare him, though you may greatly marvel, to the first
Jesuit mission+ries, and, among them, to those who
first went to India and China. The missionary and

| the explorer are marvellously united in the Pasha and

the Briton, as they were united in them. He re-

brave soldier, a pracf,ica,l engineer. a devout, sembles them in their incomprehensible mixture of

Christian, with a spark of fanaticismn, agreed . motives, their mingled worldliness and asceticism,
4 R their extraordinary blending of prophetic sentiments

1 with mathematical calculations, their enormous indi-
j vidual sacrifice, and their keen eye to commercial ad-
vautages. A pure morality, a positive theology, a
practical mind. are three of his great qualities, and no
one zan read the history of Gordon without drawing
parallels between him and the early Jesuits.”

to go single-handed to the troubled district and
seek toquiet the rebellion. The'British Govern-

ment endorses the mission, and Gordon
departs. For months he seems to have held
his own. Yet enemies are numerous, and his .

mission doubtful. England feels that the!
brave soldier must be rescued. She sends!
troops to bring him away. At the last]
moment he falls. British troops are in the;
country, the man is dead whom they went to.
rescue. What npext ? Smash the Mahdi?,
Then what ? Gladstone says Egypt is not to
be permanently occupied by British troops.:
For whom then are we asked to conquer the:.
country ? i

THE condition is sertous. Mahommedan fan-
aticism, inflamed by Arabic fire, may set the
entire Orient in a blaze, and the Empire in!
India may be endangered indeed. Britain

FroM the New York Independent we
clip the following, which adds to the urgency
of ceasing to make mistakes in Egypt, and
of pursuing & policy of vigour and direct-
ness.

It is said that Mahommedanism is making rapid pro-
gress among African tribes, and binding in a great
confederation scattered peoples who have heretofore
had no common sympathies. It is even declared tha
the operations of Europeans in the Congo region result
in the spread of Islam by the employment of great
numbers of Houssas. These are among the most
skilful of the Africans. Their cotton clothsand leather
goods are widely sold, and it is said that the Inter-
national Association is employing them largely to till
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the svil and show the natives how men of their own
colour can work and thrive; but as they are devoted
Mohammedans ‘hey act as missionaries of their faith,
Arah traders are influent'al in many regions in leading
the tribes to espouse the religion of their Prophet.
The powerful Mussulman Society known as the
Senousians has turned many tribes to Iglam. This
fraternity, the most successful of all the Mahomme-
dan propagandists, has i's monasteries, and wields a
great power from Morocco to Mozambique. It is said
to have made ferocions bigots of thousands of blacks,
who formerly welcomed intercourse with white Chris-
tians, ‘The growth of Mahommedanismn in Africa is
hindering not only the spread of Christianity, but
also the advance of commerce.

General Wolseley has his life task before
him, the civilized world looks on in painful
yet hopeful anxiety.

WE thank our friend the Boston Congre-
gationulist for the following editorial. Can-
ada may be none the worse for observing its
point :—* The avidity, and nonchalance, with
which our Presbyterian friends sometimes
undertake to supplement their ample resources
for denominational purposes from Congre-
gational pockets is only equalled by the easy
responsive charity with which some Congre-
gationalists seem always more ready to give
to Presbyterian purposes than to the needs of
their own churches. We hear of a Presby-
terian solicitor who has lately been obtaining |
donations from individuals, and collections
from Congregational Churches, in this vicinity,
in aid of a Presbyterian Mission among the

Canadian French ; while an accredited repre-
sentative of the Congregational Churches of
Canada, here to ask a littic help for the Con-|
gregational Mission among the French at!
Belle Riviere, finds his way blocked by this
previous appeal. Now our Presbyterian breth-
ren happen to be strong in Canada. If we
remember, they have—-besides mission sta-
tions—nearly 900 churches, fifteen of which
are in Montreal. Congregationalism has about
100 churches, three of which—one strong and
two weak ones—are in Montreal. Under
these circumstances it really seems as if it
would be a more brotherly—not to say Chris-
tian—thing were Congregationalists to help
their struggling brethren in Canada to main-
tain and wmake more vigorous their Belle
Riviere Mission to the Canadian French, than
to help build up a rival denomination there.
Rev. A, F. Rivaud, the excellent pastor of this
mission, graduated at Andover in 1882, has

the hearty endorsement of that seminary and

of the Canadian brethren, and will be very
happy to receive—his address for a short
time is at the Congregational House, Boston—
such help as mnay be given to his needing and
hopetul work.”

The value of “Organized Independency” is
forcibly presented in the following account of
what the London Union is doing, taken from
the English Congreyationalist :—The organ-
ization of life, which secks to co-operate, and
cheerfully sacritice mere local interests for the
common good. We rejoice to believe that in
our present need we are beginning to realize
the strength of true union. May our organ-
ized liberty grow.

Last month we noticed the philanthropic work
which is being done by ‘the London Congregational
Union, Its most distinctive work, however, is in re-
lation to the religious needs of the metropolis.  During
the eleven years of its existence it has exercised a vast
influence on the London Churches of the Congrega-
tional order T e “constitution ” of the Union defines
the limit. of its operations as within the area known
as Greater London, comprising the whole of Middle-
sex and such parishes of Surrey, Kent, Essex, and
Herts, as are within twelve miles of Charing Cross.
Within that area, according to the official returns up
to midsummer, 1884, there was at that time a poupula-
tion of 5,093,995. To meet the religious needs of this
population there was a total Congregational provision
for religious worship of 221,691 sittings. Upwards of
eighty per cent. of the metropolitan churches are
affiliated with the London Congregational Union, and
most of those not formally affiliated share the advan-
tages which the other churches enjoy. The objects of
the’ Union, briefly stated, are to promote spiritual
inter-communion between the Congregational Churches
of the metropolis ; ta aid such of them as are weak ; to
secure the planting of new churches where these seem
to be required ; to assist churches in adapting their
provision and methods to the altered necessities of
districts in which they are located : to facilitate the
expression of their opinions upon religious and social
questions ; and, in general, to advance their common
interests, and promote the evangelization of the
people. In the earlier years of its existence the
cfiorts of the Union were necessarily confined almost
entirely to the first of these objects, but now the actual
work accomplished goes far beyond the objects
originally contemplated. By special evangelistic
movements ; by advice in cases of difficulty ; by good
officcs in the way of arbitration, whereby disputes
have becn determined and peace maintained or
restored ; by information which has guided and stim-
ulated aggressive effort ; the Union has been the
means of increasing the usefulness of the churches,
and promoting their general prosperity. The oper-
ations of the London Congregational Union 2e not
confined to London. During the past five years a sum
of more than £6,0c0 has been devoted for Church aid
and Home Missionary work throughout the country.
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During the past two years very large additions to|a very macked and Leneficial effect upon the popula-
Congregational church accommodation in London|tion. Sabbath observance has been promoted to a
have been made, equal to the increase during the |surprising extent. The people themsehzs have I\),l}l}t
previous ten years.  Congregationalists are now |and paid for a mission hall at a cost of £1,100. With
taking their full share in providing for the rapidly|a prospect of soon becoming self-sustaining, the
increasing population of the metropolis. We may |friends record their testimony, that had it not been
safely say that, had it not been for the existence of a|for the help given by the Union, they must, as a
strong centre such as the London Union, such a,church, have been extinct.
record would have been highly improbable. Thelast| In the north of London there is a church, where
report of the Union records an expenditure of £20,000  nine years ago the average congregation was less than
for church extension in London alone. A few illustra- | fifty, and the minister’s income f40. By the aid of
tions will show the kind of work accomplished in ‘ the Union a new state of things was inaugurated ; the
relation to existing churches : | o :znnsler’s mcoyge w.?sf soon 1lncrezllsed to ovcz ,{,'2?0,
A church, situated in a populous thoroughfare,, £70 was contributed for incidental expenses, £45 for
through which, according to actual enumeration, up- '?lernnl objects, a large Sunday school was gatléerc;d:
wards of 40,000 passed on an ordinary Sunday, wasin . £1,000 expended in providing school accommodation
great (la?gcr of being altog.cthfr lost t}o t]hle dcn(()lmi]n-:zmd_|mprm1'emcms, and the church is now self-sup-
ation. There was not a single seat-holder, and the ‘ porting and nrosperous.
entire congregation was less than forty. The income! Cases of a similar character might be mentioned
from all sources was less than £30. By the prompt  to a very large extent, but enough has been stated to
cction of the Union, and generous aid from its funds,  indjcate the good work which is being done by the
the cause was resuscitated, an carnest, faithful minis-, London Congregational Union, and to commend that
tet undertook the pastorate, and within four years the work to the sympathy and support of the Church and
church was able to dispense with all further help from ' of individual subscribers.
the Union, and now reports crowded congregations, a |
membership of over 4oo, and a proportionately large|  WE inserted in our last number the item

income. The various organizations connected with Winni s . . .
; b e y o its integrity with some
the church, in addition to the regular ministry, exer- from hmpeg ntegrity

cise a most important beneficial influence in thc:hesma’tl?n- H%Wln_gdone so0, we feel constrain-
neighbourhood. ‘ed to insert veplies thereunto. For many
. Another church in a_crowded neighbourhood was reasons we regret the inevitable controversy,
involved in a complicated Chancery suit, which i}t we rest in the assurance that the issue

threatened its extinction ; but by the aid of the Union ; _ . .
new life and power were infused, legal difﬁcultiesl“lu be a much better understanding on the

were removed by arbitration, a minister was appointed, ;Part of our churches of their duty in the great
the contributions increascd five-fold, and an active: North-West. As for the editor’s “utterly
pastor and people are now working harmoniously for'fa]se and baseless insinuation,” and his un-

zﬁ;;ellef of the misery and destitution which surround |manly and unchristian course, the verdict is

e . . . ! . .o .

in a neighbouring locality a small band of workers  1eft with the reader. We insinuated nothing,
uad been struggling for years in the midst of many | we entered a demurrer to a statement made,
discouragements, and were on the point of abandon- and our justification is ample in the light of

ing the position which they occupied when they ! what other and long-tried friends have pen-
applied to the Union for advice and assistance. The d in thi ) = d d without
old chapel was converted into a mission hall, as being | €U 10 this present 1ssue, and penned withou
more adapted to the neighbourhood, and arrangements bitterness. *
were made for makinghit an important centre for |——w—w— . T_ru= - TmT——————————————
evangelistic and philanthropic work. - 3232 7

In the case of two churches in an important part of THE SACRAMENTS.
London, where from various causes no material o . .
improvement has been made, efforts are now being| Upesking generally of the sacraments ot
put forth for uniting the two and making one strong jthe Christian Church, Dr. Dale, in the manual

church, . !we have already noticed in these columns
In anotber part of London two places of worship |

have been saved to the denomsnation through the 52ys: “ They were instituted by Christ Him-
intervention of the Union. Recently a third i that |self. They are revelations of - Christ. They
neighbourhood has been undertaken. By a wise ex-|are revelations of Christ in «cts, not in words
penditure of money the building has been entirely | o in things. The sacraments have been de-

changed in its character, and there is every reason to - s N s
believe that before long a strong church will be doing scribed as significant rites, emblems. This

good work in the midst of a dense population. descrlPtion appears  to  omib what s
In the east end of London the beneficial action of |essential to the very idea of a sacra-
the Union is most eSpQCI.’l“y to be seen. Apart from ment. Communicants 7’066?:'1/'8 sornethinq

the aid which has been given in certain cases, a great ren § . .
as Jncentam ¢ g whi ive i e b
deal of evangelistic work which is being done in the and ab they receive Is given to them by

neighbourhood generally would have been impossible. the authority Of.Ch}'iSb-” Th‘e position t.hat
One church largely aided by the Union is exercisin | they. are authoritative and significant rites
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was virtually that of the Zwinglian school.jthe Roman military oath, and hence, in the
Generally the Reformed Churches, led by |opinion of some,came to be transferred to the
Geneva, held to a certain “spiritual presence,” | ordinan~es of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper,
which Dr. Dale covers by the expression,|as the Christian soldiev’s Sueraimmentumor oath.
“ Communicants receive what is given to them|'The appropriateness of this term to these ob-
by the authority of Christ.” This position|servances is manifest. Allegiance and consecra-
has been severely criticised by many sturdy jtion to Christ as king, are most undoubtedly
Nonconformists as not representing the true|indicated thereby. Yeton that line of thought
position of those churches. The question of|the word affords us no Seripturar information
its trathfulness is the one of most importance | regarding the relation borne by the Sacra-
and remembering Dr. Dale’s former utterances ! ments to the Christian conseience. Nor does
in his essay in “ Ecclesia,” on “ The Doctrinc | it tell all that the history of the word includes.
of the Real Presence and of the Lord’s Sup-| As experience widens, the tendeney to discard
per,” we venture on the following exposition ;| long established usages in their  teaching

What relation do the Sacraments bear to|power becomes less.  Any usage of long
the Church? Generally, in some form or|and wide standing, such as the application of
other, all Churches have felt liberty as to the|this word by the Latin Church to these ordi-
form of worship. The Anglican Chureh, e.g.,| nances, has at least, some information to give.
declares that « the Church hath power to de-| We are familiar in the New Testament with
cree rites or ceremonies,” provided always|the Greek word “mystery.” We find it, eg.,
that the same be not “contrary to God's)in Matt. xiii. 11,where the interpretation of the
written word,” and though this position was| parables is not presented as in our sense of
challenged by some of the more sturdy Re- the term mysterious, ie, not to be ac-
formers, all bodies have excreised a liberty in | counted for or comprehended, but according to
the ordering of their services, the place of | the principle of 1 Cor. ii. 14, as only to be ap-
Scripture reading, the singing or the chanting | prehended by those who are in sympathy
of psalms or hymns, the order in which prayer | with the kingdom of heaven. There is noth-
aceurs, ete. The extreme view that in the ing, I suppose, very profoundly dark in these
Book of Old Testament Psalms we have the|ccremonies with which candidates are admit-
only authorized hymnology of the Church,|ted into what are called secret societies, only
has never met with wide acceptance, How | they are unknown to all save the initiated.
could the Jewish Church, waiting for “the|Thus with the Greek mysteries, they were reli-
coming age.” provide exclusively hyrans of|gious or scholastic rites or teachings, told
praise for the Church that rejoiced in the only to those who were adwitted to the par-
coming of the Messiah, and claimed His pro- | ticular cult or society with which these mys-
mise, “ [ am with you all the days, even unto ' teries were associated. Nor, in the very
the consummation of the age ?”’ Thus, the|nature of things, can any understand the *mys-
canticles of the first chapter of Luke were | teries,” i. e, the teachings of the kingdom of
early used, and in Pliny’s well known letter!heaven, save they who by faith have entered,
to the Emperor Trajan we read that the early | or may be entering in. For example, what
Christians “sang hymns to Christ as Gol.”” | understanding coul:! a Pharisce of the straitest
All sections of the Church have used liberty 'of the sects have of the equality before God
in the matter®of worship. The sawe liberty lof the Gentile with himself 2 Or, to bring the
has not been felt vegarding the Sacraments;  matter more plainly before us, do we not
water, bread, wine, have remained the un-'find concerning ourown theological difierences
changed visible instruments, and the very  aspirit of exclusiveness which finds expression
disputes regarding the mode only evidence'in “I do not see how a man can hold such
the conviction that the Sacraments, as insti- ! opinions and be saved ?” One must under-
tuted by Christ, are not subject to change, as stand love by experience to know its power.
are the forms of order and of worship. Is there ' The charity must be felt erc the bigot can un-
anything in the nature of these Sacraments . derstand the breadth of thelove of God,(Col. i,
which justifies this very general, though often ' 26). Spifitual things are spiritually discerned.
unconscious, convietion? Does the word Now the word used by the Latin writers as
Sacrament aid us? The Sacramentum was! they translated the Greek word mystery was

|
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Sacramentum, which werd meant a consecrated
object. To prevent vexatious suits at law,
., a deposit was made as an carnest of sin-
cerity in the prosccution thereof. If forfeited,
this might be appropriated to religious uses.
Now the Christian ordinances were mysteries
in so far as their meaning could only be ap-
propriated by spicitual discernment. One must
‘be initiated to feel their power. “The words
that I have spoken uuto you arve spirit and
are life” (John vi. 63). They were Sacra-
ments, in that they were pledges received from
the Lord and Master that His work for Re-
demption was no mere tragedy, but perpetual.
“Ye do show forth the Lord's death till He
come.” Thus though the term mystery, and
its Latin representative sacrament,are not ex-
plicitly applied in Scripture to the ordinances,
they represent truly certain Scripture presen-
tations. The application of water to the person,
the reception of bread and wine, are common
acts,save as they signifyand seal to the faith of
the observer blessings which are therein to be
discerned ; and they are sacred pledges of the
Saviour’s love, of His gospel’s power.

That faith be present to render the ordinan-
ces profitable, acceptable, is true also of wor-
shiy, therefore in that e'ement no distinction
can be drawn. Faithless worship is profitless
form, faithless ordinances the same. Hence
the term mystery is applicable to all ; yet the
Sacraments are not worship in the proper
sense of the term, for in worship we offer
praise and prayer unto God, in the Sacra-
ments we in reality receive God’ss pledge of
Christ’s salvation. If we may thus express
it—in worship we give to God, in the sac-
rament God gives to us. God receives the
worship, perhaps we should the rather say
accepis. We take in Loth Baptism and the
Supper, receive therein the Lord’s sacramen-
tum. Therefore, while there is manifest
liberty in worship, which we may vary within
some limit, in the others we should have re-
spect to the elements used, and in measure to
the form likewise. We say “in measure,”
for the simplifying of the Communion from a
regular meal to a simple rite (in 1 Cor. xi.)
plainly teaches, that what is for edification
rather than for letter observance is that which
the Lord requireth. Nevertheless the form is
not meaningless, and is by no means a matter
of indifference.

The institution of Christian Baptism is, cc

fessedly, Matt. xxviii. 19-20, where the or-
der of presentation is this. All authority is
wmine, said Christ, not only as Israel's Messiah
but as King and Redeemer of the world. Take
“all nations” as the extent of command from
Me, esteem the world as your school, make
disciples of all, administering this sign: ¢ bap-
tizing into the namne of the Father.” The
sceptre in the sovereign's hand is the symbol
of authority. Baptism is the sign that Christ
claims for Himself in the triune name auth-
ority over all nations. Kven the children are
to be suffered to come unto Him. Not the
believer’s declaration of faith, but Christ's de-
claration of authority. (Aects viii. 37 must,
as in Revised Version, be excluded). Thus
Lydia received it for herself and her house-
hold.  Thus Peter (Acts x. 47-48) baptized
those who were not of the circumcision, and
thus was signified the general need of purifi-
cation as a first requirement of that kingdom
which claimed allegiance from all.

Similarly in the Supper, it is the Lord’s
pledge of what He has done, and is ever doing
for us. Take, eat, drink, this is My body
broken, My blood shed for you; this is MMy
memorial, until “it be fulfilled in the king-
dom of God—until that kingdom come.” (Luke
xxii. 16-18). “ Until that day when I drink
it new with you in My Father's kingdom.”
(Matt. xxvi. 29.) The Supper therefore is
Christ’s Sacrament to us, His pledge of sacri-
fice, presence, and of His kingdom’s fulfill-
ment ; receiving we show forth His death till
He come. When, therefore, a company of be-
lievers meet and use these symbols, they ave
not offering worship, but receiving Christ’s
seals : The clain of His authority, the pledge
of His parousia, and though we do uot find
these ordinances set forth as means of salva-
tion, or as being specially efficacious in sacer-
dotal hands, yet we may, and ought to, receive
them as the symbols and the seals of Christ’s
claim and work, as memorials from His
hands.

We all admire books aptly illustrated. Nct
only does the child read his primer with
greater comfort because of the pictures; but
those who have reached man or womanhood
find subjects impressed the more vividly by
appropriate illustrations. The large type
headings of a newspaper item are further ex-
amples of this principle. The eye receives
impressions which memory retains, or memory
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. . . , . .
becomes more vivid beeause the eye has been | Spurgeon's brother—not a very complimentary title

enlisted also. In God’s gospel book have been for a rcally abic man—made this remark to the stu-
placed these illustrations of the cleansing and | dents of Knox Coilege in an after-dinner address some
'cedemptive 1?0\\'01' of Christ’s work, and of its | years ago: “(}cntlcnn.'n: you will soon enter upon
claiin upon mau’s acceptance. The picture is | the real work of the ministry, and I have no doubt
not the essence of the Look, nor is the Sacra- | each one of you will have the most difficult field of

ment of the CGospel, but a true use of either jfabour in the Church.”
brings the book’s contents more vividly before
us, and thus in the many perplexities of our
Christian pilgrimagé these ordinances become |
necessary to salvation. “

How we prize those little mementoes of a
friend away, or a loved one gone. The tear)
rises at the sight, the big lump chokes the!
utterance, yeb the associations are among thel
most precious life has in store. “One there!
is above all others, well deserves the name of
Friend.” He has left us symbols of His claims |
of love, of His redeeming power and sympa- |
thetic fellowship ; as we prize His love we,

shall prize His memorials; as we enter intoland preaches three times has a difficult field.

their spirit we shall vise ever nearer unto
Him.

FIELDS O LABOUR.

KNOXONITAN.

BY

Some difficulties are common to all fields of labour.
Sin is sin, whether you have to fight against it in the
metropolitan city, in the prosperous town, in the worn-
out, decaying viilage, in the quiet country district,
among the rocks of Manitoba, or on the broad prairies
of the North-West. It may take on different forms
in different places but it s always sin.  The great ad-
versary is essentially the same in British Columbia as
in Quebec, in Toronto as in Tamsui.  The power by
which we are enabled to work for Christ is always and
everywhere the same. The same power that helps
our missionaries in India to labour, that helps our
labourers in China to wait, nerves the arm of the pio-
neer who works amidst the blizzards of the North-
west and cheers the heart of the city missionary in
Toronto or Montreal. The aid is always and every-
where equally potent, and comes from the same divine |
source. The conditions of success are essentially the
same in all fields. There can be no permanent suc-
cess n any field without earnest, persistent, conse-
crated work. An idler or trifler may make a spiurge
for a short time and while he is “starring” may seem
to eclipse his plodding ncighbours, but the resuit al-
ways shows that nothing but faithful earnest toil can
tell in the end. Sin is common to all fields, grace
helps in all and there is no permanent success to any
without honest persevering work. And yet it goes
without saying that some fields are much more diffi-
cult than others,

There was something more
than humour in that observation. There are blue
days when cevery minister is linble to think his own
field of labour the most difficult. Of the seven hundred
ministers in the Preshyterian Church in Canada it is
pretty hard to say who has the most difficult field.
Perhaps *he minister has the most difhzult field who
has no field at all.  His tield is the world, in a sense
thar neither Arnot nor Bruce nor any other commen-
tator ever found in that part of the parable. The
probationer’s field is wide enough, but like the ficlds
in the North-West it is somewhat cold, and blizzards
are more plentiful than bonanzas.  Any minister that
drives ten or fiftecen or probably twenty miles on Saly-
bath over all kinds of voads in all kinds of weather
To
compare his evening service with that of a man who
may have spent most of the Sabbath afternoon in rest-
ing himself is a piece of thoughtless injustice. Put a
stylish city or town munister over that route every Sab-
bath for a year and by the end of the year his style
would be gone—perhaps he would be pretty well gone
himself. A dead village with half a dozen churches
is always a difficult ficld unless one’s congregation is
mainly composed of solid people from the country.
A rural district in which the people are taking Haorace
Greeley’s advice and going west is a trying field. Long
ago congregations in the eastern part of Ontario suf-
fered by the loss of people who moved to the western
part, and now congregations in the West suffer by re-
movals to the still farther West.  British Columbia is
the only place safe from that kind of trouble. A lo-
cality that has been burnt over a dozen times by bogus
revivals is one of the most difficult and hopeless of
fields. Condensation is a good thing in sermons, but
when people have learned to condense twelve months’
praying into one month they do not make a good con-
gregation.  The most discouraging creature in human
form is a man who has “got religion” half a dozen
times and lost it every time.  He knows /7s religion
was a sham and he concludes that a// religion is of
the same kind. A community mainly composed of
people of that character is not so hopeful a field of
labour as Tamsui even with the French cannon thun-
dering at its gates. Aay field of labour in which a
minister has little or no help is a hard one. It is
utterly impossible to attain success without good men
to aid in spiritual work, and good business men to at-
tend to secular matters in a husiness way.

Speaking from a mere] human standpoint the

easiest fields are those in which the population is con-
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stantly increasing. There is something sumulatmg
to both minister and congregationin the influx of new |
people.  Next to the grace of God, nothing heals old
congregational sores so fast as new blood. A grow-
ing population makes an easy field ; a declining pop-
ulation is always a hard one. lence the man who
barely holds a congregation together in a community
that is constantly falling off in its numbers and corres- -
pondingly declining in spirit may be doing much bet-
ter work than one who adds hundreds to his com-
munion roll where the population is going up by thou-
sands and the people arc crowding i in upon him.  One
lesson that Christian people need yery much to learn
—ministers perhaps more than others—is to judge
every worker by his opportunitics. The tendency to
worship success of a statistical kind is just as strong
in the Church as in the world.  Few men have cnough
grace and common sense to believe that a ragged
missionary plodding across the prairies in Manitoba
may be doing quite as good work as a fashionable
preacher in Montreal or New York.

|

WHAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE. |

Mr. A. retired late on Saturday night and rested
poorly. When his wife woke him up on Sabbath
morning telling him that it was very aear church
time he was all out of sorts. Two great problems
present 1 themselves to Mr. A's mind, demanding in-
staat solution. The first was whether he should get
up or not, and the second, whether he would go o
church that morning, even if he did drag 1nmse\f out .
of bed. Being a good man and anxious to set a good -
example to his family, he puiled himself together and
made an effort. An effort was needed for Mr. A. was
really very tired. When he assumed a perpendicular !

position and examined kis watch he became reason-,
ably certain that he must hurry if he intended to get
to church in anything like time. When he began to
hurry. his little boy came upstairs and told him that !
“Ma said if he did not hurry he would be late at
church.” Then he hurricd some more. Presently
Mrs. A. came to the foot of the stairs and called,
“Hurry, pa, the first bell is ringing.” Then he hur-
ried still more.  His razor pulied it always doces pull
when one is in @ hurry.  There would have been no,
use in him telling anybody that day that he “never
shaves on Sunday,” for he had two or three well-de-
fined marks on hischin.  In the next important opera- |
tion a button flew off his shirt —they always do fly off
when one is in a hurry.  His collar would not fit, nor
his tie lie kindly-—they never do when orc hasto
hurry, especially on Sabbatb.  Having finished dress-
ing, Mr. A. went down to breakfast.  To put the mat-
ter mildly he was not in a d<votional mood. Nobody !
could complain about the Jezgth of the prayer he of-:
fered before he came down. Dreakfast did not im-

“late,

i church is going wrong.
lis over.
“it was only forty minutes.
"and that riled him some more.

.right temperature.

i down for “ a good read.”
'when she saw her husband taking his daily Globe.

prove hismood. The steak was cold and the tea weak.
The last bell began to ring before he was half done.
The children were not ready for church and their

imothcr was hurrying—in fact every body was hurry-
“mg.
"came to the foot of the stairs and shouted two or three

There was no time for family worship.  Mr. A.
times to those getting rcady above : “ Hurry up. the
bell has stop,)ed.” His voice had not a very devo-
tional ring and it did not help the devotional mood of
those upstairs. At last the family got in motion and
started on the half-trot towards the church.  They
were not in a devotional mood at the start, and a hot
pace does not promote devotional feeling. They are
of course. Standing at the door through the
“long praycer” does not mend matters. Mrs. A, is
one of those good souls that stand up for her church
and minister under all circumstances and against any
odds, and being on good terms with herself and her
surroundings she manages to worship with a fair de-
gree of comfort and profit. It is different with Mr. A.

-He is nervous, uncomfortable, fidgetty, and does not

He imagines everything about the
He is glad when the service
He thought the sermon three hours long—
He forgot his envelope
Qa the way home he
made this little speech to his wife : “ Why on earth
can’t that stupid church officer keep the church ata
My feet were freczing all day and
my head roasting. What did the choir sing that mis-
erable rant for> I could not make hc'ld or tail of
'that sermon. It was too doctrinal, too practical, too
long, fo0, foo, 100, TOO—T00 cverything. We must
have a new church-officer, @ new choir, a new minis-
ter—the church is going to the bad.”
The church was about as usual.

enjoy anything.

The trouble was

.with or rather 7z Mr. A. Hereeded quiet, rest, sleep,
fresh air, some good devotional reading and, perhaps—-

a blue pill.
Mr. B. held the theory that preparation for a plea-

"sant and profitable Sabbath service must begin on

Saturday. His rule was to stop work at the usual
hour or earlier if possible and rest long and well on
Saturday night.  His family were not allowed to
promenade late on Saturday evenings because they
-could lie long on Sabbath morning. His daughters
"were not permitted to run lhrouwh the stores every
Saturday night.  On Sabbath morning the family
breakfasted not quite so early as on other mornings,
but in good time. There was no hurry nor bustle nor

"excitement.  Family worship was a little Jonger than
‘usual.  Houschold dutics being over the family sat

Mrs. B. got a litti.. startled

The good man was going to read Spurgeon’s sermon.
His eye may have rested just for a second on the
‘“ parliamentary proccedings” but he took it off im-
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mediately and read the sermon with care. It had a
fine devotional eftect upon his mind and when he
finished be felt like worshipping. As church time
approached the family filed out quietly and walked
leisurely to their place of worship. Of course they
were in time—they always are.  They sat in the same
church, heard the same singing, and sermon as Mr.
Als family.  Onthe wayhome Mr. B. said to his wife.
* 1 enjoyed the service very much to-day. The
hymns were very suitable and I thought very well
sung. We owe a great deal to the choir for leading
the service of song. 1 enjoyed the reading of that
chapter very much. [ thought the minister rendered
it with fine effect.  The first prayer lifted me right up
and put me in a good frame of mind for hearing. That
was a real good sermon. I think our minister im-
proves every day. What a privilege it is for our
children to be connected with the church. 1 haveen-
joyed this morning service very much. I hope I
shall be able to do some good work in the Sabbath
school this afternoon, and no doubt we will have a
good service again in the evening.”

What made the difference between the estimate of
Mr. A, and that of Mr. B.? Mr. B. prepared for
worship and Mr. A. did not. And Mr. A. was pre-
vented from making preparation, partly by the demor-
alizing practice which prevails all over Ontario of keep-
ing places of business open uatil very near Sabbath
morning.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS.

“Never go to congregational meetings. Haven't
attended one for years. Can’t endure such gather-
ings.” Indeed! Why not? “Oh, congregational
meetings are dry, tedious, uninteresting. They are
not attractive, not entertaining, not enjoyable. Every
thing about them is as dry as a lime-burner’s shoe.”
Yes, that is just where the trouble comes in. A large
number of professing Christian people won’t go to
any kind of meeting now unless some one takes a con-
tract to interest them.  Everything must be lively and
spicy and racy and entertaining or they won't attend.
The desire to be entertained is stronger than the sease
of duty in such people. Thatis therealtrouble. The
good old word Daty, that once had such magical
power scems to have lost its potency with these peo-
ple  With them the main thing is to be entertained,
pleased, interested, and unless some extraordinary
means are used to intercst and entertain at any given
meeting, their sense of duty isnot strong enough to in-
duce them to attend. This growing desire for enter-
tainment, accompanied as it aiways is by a lax sense
of duty, accounts for many of the empty pcws that
are seen in too many churches on Sabbath. The
people think there should be a fresh attempt made
every Sabbath to entertain thens.  Of course it never

!

occurs to them that they have souls to save, or that
it is their duty to attend the house of God. The only
question asked is—would it be pleasant and entertain-
ing to go ?

Now why should any rational man expect to be en-
tained at a congregational meeting? Why should
any one expect the reports to be spicy, and the speeches
racy, and the whole meeting very lively? There have
been congregational meetings that were lively enough
to please anybody, but these are just the worst church
meetings ever held. They make good men hang their
heads with shame, injure the cause of Christ, bring re-
ligion into contempt, grieve the Holy Spirit, and
wouna the Saviour in the house of His professed
friends. The worst ecclesiastical meetings ever held,
are, ~s a rule, the meetings that produce great excite-
mem. A church meeting is at its very worst when it
pleases the people who love to see a fight.  ‘The people
who attend simply to enjoy the fight would enjoy
seeing a race between two horses, or a contest between
two sluggers, or a fight between two dogs.

A meeting is being held. The spiritis good. The
opening exercises are well attended. Business runs
zlong smoothly. There is no friction and no fight.
The reports are read, showing that the finances are
in good shape, the work at home and abroad is
prospering. The members are in good humour. The
tone of the meeting is spiritual rather than ecclesias-
tical. At all events it is not belligerent. The best
side of the individual members and of the court as a
whole is seen—alas, that the other side should be so
often seen in church courts !

Now what follows? That meetingis ¢ dead failure
in the estimation of several classes of people. The
Bohemian reporter on the look-out for 2 “scene * to
spread out in his columns under sensational headings,
finds nothing. The ecclesiastical Jawyer who hopes
to make a reputation by nibbling at points of order,
raising objections, and general pettifogging, who as-
pires to be a pettifogger, rather than a preacher, de-
clares the meeting dull, irredeemably dull.  The belli-
gerent Christians who dropped into the gallery hoping
tosce a fight or a “ scene ” of some kind, are disgusted,
and sigh for the good old days when there were
annual fights over the organ question, and the hymn
qucstion, and other burning issues of that kind.  They
are disgusted, of course, and vote the meeting a bore.
And yet it is perhaps the very best meeting ever
held.

As arule the business that makes the least excitement
isthe real business of the church, and when that busi-
ness is most prosperous there is the least noise. Burn-
ing questions often burn the fingers of those who
handle them. Too much “liveliness” too often in-
dicates that men’s passions are not under proper con-
trol and that the evil spirit has taken the place of the
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Spirit of God. If a congregational meeting furnishes | Revdew, the Rev. E. O. Frierson, of Norfolk, Virginia,

entertainment for those people who love to see a fight, | gives a historical sketch of the Scottish Coven-
it is high time that congregation had mended its ways ' anters, and secks to show plainly that the cause
or ceased to hold meetings. of civil and religious freedom throughout the world

But after all canz a congregational meeting, con-|owes much to those heroic defenders of truth and
ducted with anything like business tact, be unimcr-!:,rig]u when they were imperilled.  This writer very
est ing to a fairly good Christian? How can Chris- | justly observes that the Scottish people were no revo-
tian men fail to be interested in work? If they feel lutionary enthusiasts. They only contended for their
no interest in it does this fact not raise a ques-inalienable rights. Fer the retention of these they were
tion as to their own spiritual condition? The man- willing to make many sacrifices. Like the early
agers submit a report of the financial condition of ! martyrs and confessors of the Christian faith they took
the congregation. To say that any good loyal mem- joyfully the spoiling of their goods, they wandered in
ber of the Church feels no interest in that report [deserts, they took refuge in dens and caves of the
seems like a libel on common sense.  The report of | earth ; they counted not their lives dear unto them.
the Sabbath-school is submitted. Are we asked to be-
lieve that Christian men may feel ne interest in the
teaching of their own clildren? A proposal is made
to build a new church or repair an old one ; to build
a new manse or improve an old one ; to pay offa long
standing debt ; to take additional measyres to increase
the contributions to the Schemes of the Church, or do
any one of a hundred things, and if a man’s heart is
really in his Master’s work, he cannot help feeling an
interest in these proposals.

The reviewer begins by referring to the natural char-
acteristics of the Scottish people.  He says that from
the dawn of their history they have always cvinced a
determination to think for themselves. They were
born to be free. This inborn love of freedom has
evinced itself all through their history, in no way more
decisively than in their heroic efforts to defend the
rights of private judgment and liberty of conscience
in matters of religion.  He then goes on to state the
leading and well known events in Scottish Church his-

Many reports, or rather abstracts of congregational tory, tracing the foundation of Christianity in Scot-
reports are being published just now. As a rule the 'land to the labours of the Culdees—cultores Dei, wor-
best reports come from the congregations that have the  chippers of God —refugees from various parts of the
most efficient staff of officials. Itis adreamto think as' Roman Empire, who found an asylum in Scotland.
some good, easy people do, that in large congregations | I 176 Rome gained the ascendancy over the Scot-
the pastor does nearly all the work.  The better the ' tish people, but to a great extent they still maintained
organization and the more efficient the office-bearers ! their rugged independence. The doctrines of Wycliffe
the less the pastor has to do, and he has the more | and Luther found apprediative and sympathetic ad-
time to doit. Now good organization is an impossi- l’heremh among the Scotch.  George Wishart, Patrick
bility unless people take an interest in the congrega- ! ITamilton, and John Knox fuound responsive audiences
tional meeting. At this meeting the office-bearcersare | wherever they went.  These pioneers of Gospel truth
appointed.  Efficient  office-bearers are  indispen- | evidenced the sincerity of their convictions by going
sible to success. Therefore, if you would havea suc-!to the scaffold, the stake, and the French galleys.
cessful congregation you should go to the congrega- !
tional meeting.  And not only go but take a hearty |
interest in its business without the prospect of being
eutertained by tea, music, spicy speeches or a fight.

In 1638 began the real struggle for liberty of con-
science, which, with varying fortunes through stern
contlict and apparently dark eclipse, finally triumphed
in the vindication of the principle which has never
since been scriously impaired.  Charles 1. and the
Stuart dynasty claimed to rule by Divine right. They

OUR DERT 70 THIE SCOTTISH COVE-

NANTYRS.

SOME time ago a claim was put forth that to the Bap-
tists, we on this continent are mainly indebted for the
blessings of civil and religious liberty. It is claimed
by some that in America Royger Williams was the
first exponent of the great principles on which modern
civilization is based. It is needless to add that the
claim was not conceded. It is not denied that Roger
Williams and those associated with him were stout
champions of liberty of conscience, but they were not
the first even on this continent who contended for the
truth that God alone is Lord of the conscience.

In the last number of the Sowtlhern Presbyterian

claimed supremacy in Church and State. To this
usurpation of spiritual authority Presbyterianism was
diametrically opposed.  Whatever else Charles 1. mis-
understood he was thoroughly convinced that Presby-
terianisin and spiritual despotism were incompatible.
He thought to gain his object by the imposition of Epis-
copacy. His efforts moved the hearts of the Scottish
people as they had never been moved before. They
werc attached to the throne. They respected the
king’s authority but they declined to become his slaves
They believed their souls were their own.

Their religious fervour and love of freedom culmi-
nated . one of the most memorable acts of Scottish
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history. All great religious movements in Scotland
have been popular movements.  They were not forced
on the people from without by State diplomacy, or
the oratory of demagogues. The signing of the Cove-
nant at Greyfriars Church-yard on the 28th Februavy,
1638, v as a solemn and impressive act of the Scottish
people.  The movement spread throughout the king-
dom. From that day onward the conflict raged with
more or less intensity till the last Stuart was banished
from the British throne, and the principles for which

the people agonized had achieved an uncquivocal and

permanent triumph.

The victory was a valuable one, but it was also
costly. The fiercest persecution raged from the Res-
toration of Charles I1., in 1660, till the fhght of James

II.,m 1688. These years were known as the Killing !

Time. Many of the best of Scotland’s sons and daugh-
ters met with a martyr’s death.  Several of her holiest

ministers sealed their testimony with their blood. !

Thousands were driven into exile, and the outlook was
one of the darkest and most dismal. The Revolution
came and with it Willilam of Orange, and from that
time, though there were occasional encreachments,
the principles for which they bled and died bhave con-
tinued to be respected.

Mr. Frierson traces the influence of English Puri-
tanism to the preaching of Wishart, Hamlton, and
Knox. Theylived and laboured for nearly half a cen-
tury before Roger Williams was born.
banished Scottish exiles for conscience’ sake, numbers
found homes in Virginia, the Carolinas and New
Jersey. Is it probable that men who had suffered so
much for the cause of religious liberty would cease
to value it when they found new homes for themselves
on this continent?

The Scottish Covenanters, by what they did and suf-
fered, have made for themselves an indelible place in
history. The noble gencrations who battled for irurth

and freedom have passed from the sphere of their con- !

tendings, but they have left us a precious heritage.
Their battles will not bhave to be fought over again.
The fashion of that age has passed away. It returns
not again. No less real is our duty in these days to
contend, not only for the spirituality of Christs king-
dom., but to labour and pray for the coming of the

!
;
‘

Among the
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&Jorrespondence.

MR, HALL'S LETTER.

Mr. Eprror,—¢ Tnasmuch as the Canada Congre-
,gational Missionary Society does not consider Mani-
| tobit and the North-West Territories a part of Canada,
cand therefore out of their ficld,” ete.

The above [ fiad on page fifty-one of the Feb-

‘ruary number of Tur CaNapiaN  INDEPENDENT,
over the signature of ““J. B, S 1 have had

} numerous enquiries respecting  the statement, and
*1 confess I was surprised and pained when 1 first read
sit. Surely the writer must have forgotten the past,
;and in a fit of temper have written unwisely—and
. what on reflection will surprise himself as much as any
jone else.
" Lying before me are letters written by J. B. S,
Cearly in 1884, in reply to communications from myself
'and others in relation to iission work in Manitoba
; and the North-West.  From these it will be seen that
"if the Canada Congregational Missionary Society does
{consider Manitoba and the North-West Territories
[ out of the field,” they have been simply carrying
out the policy sketched for them by J. B. S. I wrote
! to him officiallyasking for information regarding three
I places in Manitoba, or any others he might consider
} suitable as centres of operation forour Society. After
]waiting about four weeks his reply came to hand.
i Nothing could be more disappointing or discouraging.
" Having heard him so recently in London telling

ithe Union that they wanted the greater part of
{the ministers in Ontario, at least, all the best men

! of the denomination, and that it was not our money
E they wanted, but our men, we were all amazed at the
!{one of his r-marks. He says: ¢ The form of Church
] life that will hold this North-West is the Presbyterian
I'first, then the Methodist, then Church of England.

iIn my mind it is questionable whether we should
?spread oarselves out so thinly over a vast Territory.
' Missionary work is very cxpensive here, ana for a
5]ong time the churches will need to drvaw on Mission
: It seems unchristian and unwise to divide up

- funds.
Then follow

i
i

Jlittle towns inio so many churches.”

time when all nations shall enjoy the freedom of | illustrations of such dividing up by Presbyterians,

Christ's people.--Canada Presbyterian.

GOOD DIEEDS.

Live forsomething. Do good, and leave hehind you
a monument of virtue that the storms of life can
never destroy.  Write your name by kindness, love
and mercy on the hearts of the thousands you come
in contact with ycar by year, and you will never be
forgotten.  No ; your name, your deeds, will be as
legible on the hearts you leave behind as the stars on
the brow of evening.  Good deeds will shine as bright
on the carth as the stars of Heaven.— -2r. Chalmcrs.

1
K]

Methodists, and Baptists. He continues : ““ Now
hope T am a Christian, and 1 am willing to do mission-
ary work, but T will never be a party to start a Con-
aregational Church m a place that is already over-
rchurclied. T do not want to stand in the way of the
Congregational missionary work in the North-West,
but after three years’ residence here, and having some
knowledge of the character and ecclesiastical leanings
of the people settling up these vast prairies, and with
some knowledge of the present organizations and
cuurches that arc preaching the Gospel here, and
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knowing something of the ability of tho Congrogn-
tional Churclies in Ontario and Quebee, and also in
the direction in which Congregationalists in England
are dispesed to work, T see little hope of ultimate suc-
cess in spreading Congregational churches over this
great region, and 1 think it would bo wiser to concen-
trate offort where we already are, that is, to strengthen
our churches in Ontario and Quebee, than to dissipate
our onergies over so vast a territory ; God assigns
different fields to different churches (when ? and
where ! ) and it does not seem His will that the Con-
gregationalists should be responsible for preaching the
Gospel in thesejregions,”™

The above may be wise counsel.  If so, why does
J. B. 8. now hurl such a charge at the Missionary
Society. Have the circumstances of the country
changed ?  If they have he has not informed the
Society of it. He has not pointed out any field of

missionary labour, nor asked for a single labourer. !

The only help we have had from him since has been
the very doubtfal help contained in the commanica-
tion that has compelled me to write as Ldonow. The
exccutive was not discouraged in the least by his let-
ter.  We continued our inquiries regarding the places
referred to. The Rev. R, MacKay, Rev. C. Dufl,
and several correspondents on the ground, encouraged
us to go forward. The Colonial Missonary Society
promise i additional aid for one or two ‘places, and
two brethren believed to be well gualified for work
in the North-West were asked to go, one to settle at
once, the other to spend the summer with a view to
his return this spring.  Both of the brothers had en-
tertained the proposal, and were about to proceed.
Naturally enough they put themselves in communica-
tion with J. B. S. and here acain he blocked
our way, for he strongly advised them not to go.
To one he said : ** My idea s, that you might just
as well spend yowr swemmer’s work in the mond.”
may have been sound advice, and helpful to the Mis-
sionary Suciety. The young
trip to the moon. The other
go, and the exccutive was thwarted.
all for the best, but knowing these things, how can
J. B. 8. write the letter I refer to in your February
number. How can he say : * Inasmuch as the Cou-
gregational Missionary Society does not  consider
Manitoba and the North-West Territories a part of
Canada. and therefore out of their tield™?

More recently still, the executive had decided to
place a missionary in another part of the North-West,
and final arrangemenis were made to move him from

his distant residence in the United States, when it

transpired that he was in sympatiy with the views

expressed by the Winnipeyg pastor ; to use that gentle-

man's own sim le he wantéd to put the new wine of
Congregationalism into the old bottles of Presbyter-

This

man did not care for a
brother decided not to -
Perhaps it was

ianism. As tho Missionary Society doos not receive
any support for this object, tho executive declined to
accept his services. I think J have said onougl to
convineo your readers that the Cannda Congrogational
missionary does consider Manitoba and the North-
West Territories part of Canada and therefore in the
field, and that they differ from the Winuipeg pastor
in belicving that God does intend the Congregational-
ists to preach the Gospel in the great North-West.
The great want of to-day is men.  The men for the
North West or any other part of our country must be
loyal to Christ and to their dencmination, and as a
rule, as Dr. Cuyler vemarked recently, those who are
not loyal to the latter are not loyal to the former.
The Missionary Socicety is fully alive to the wants of
every part of the Dominion, and as the Lord gives 1t
men and weans and suitable openings, it will plant

churches  everywhere Dbetween the Atlantic and
! Pacitic. 1 had thought that the experience of New

! England Congregationalism thirty years ago, in vefer-
«: ence to work in the Western States, would have beer
“sufticient for us. They confined their labours to the
“the East, content to train men in their colleges, and
co-operate with other denominations on the plan that
SJ.B. S, suggests ; but they have been obliged, after
i that plan signally failed and they received for their
P generosity, just what I knciwe J. B. S, is now receiving,
pity and contempt from these same churches, to begin
i their work in all these Western and North-Western
) States, and they have begun their work and are now
jovganizing in different parts of the Union, some
i twenty-five churches every year.  They find that Con-
“gregationalism is just as suitable to any part of the
great west as it is in Maine or Massachusets, and just
as suitable to old Sweden as to New Englwnd.  Give
rus the men who are consecrated to Christ and the
work of saving souls, who believe in these principles of
Church govermment.and who are not ashamed of them,
even when over shadowed by large organizations, and
we have no fear for the future of our cause in the
Dominion.

It will be a surprise to the Colonial Missionary So-
ciety that came to the help of the Winnipeg churceh in
its early days, and to the princely men in Montreal
who have stood by it with their means and influence,
as well as to others who have done something to for-
ward the cause, to find the man who has been sent
. therc by money drawn from the pockets of Congrega-
tionalists, who has been twice brought to the Union
largely at the expense of the Society to give informa-
tion and help in missionary work in the North-West,
that all this time he was playing into the hands of
other denominations, and though on one occasion he
came very near unsettling one of our most successful
ministers in the east, in order to join him in work in
ithe west, yet when that brother seriously entertained
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removal to Winnipeg, ho suddenly found he was not
wanted, There is but one way of explaining the
whole carcer of our Winnipeg pastor.  Ho cares
nothing for his denomination, tho denomination to
which under God, he owes overything.  No colleervion
for the College of which heis an alwmnus —nothing
for the missionary society under whose auspices he
Inboured for years— nothing for widows and
orphans of deceased brothren—nothing for Indian
missions, or any other enterprise of the Congregational
Unijon of which le is a member. Bat we are tokd
they made a collection for the Methodists, and in-
tended to make one for the Presbyterians.  Tho
poor (?) Presbyterians must be much encouraged by
this unusual instance of liberality, and we may hope
that when these men come East they will speak more
respectfully of the Winnipeg pastor and his teaching
than they have done during the past two years.

The trouble with J. B. S, is simply this : the Canada
Congregational Missionary Society was asked for $600
to supplement his salary, but was unable to make such a
grant, or any grant to a church ablo to pay more than
double what most of its missionaries in the east re-
ceive, Lo a church able to spend $2,000 on carpets and
cushions, able to support one of the best organists in
the Dominion, and the best choir in the city, and a
church whose finances show larger giving last year
than in any previous one of its history. Any one
acquainted with missionary operations knows full
well that to make a grant to such a church would be
to lose the confidence of its supporters.

This may satisfy those who have been so puzzled
over the letter of J. B. 8., and I will continue my
usual notes of visits to the churches.

BROCKVILLE
is the next in order. The congregations were about
tho same as when I was here twelve months before
Sunday school larger. The building has had addi
tional repairs, and all paid for. If they obtain the
man of their choice for the pastorate, the prospect

is a speedy increase of the congregation. Student
supply has answered fairly well up to the present, and
the members speak highly of their services, but the |
time has come for a permanent settlement.
COBOURG. |
We had enthusiastic missionary services in this !
place. The work of our church has become consolid-;
ated, and is progressing most favourably at present. '
The pastor’s heart is cheered by inquirers, and addi-.
tions to the membership. :
COLDSPRINGS
still forms a part of Rev. H. Pedley’s field, but with
the development of the work in Cobourg, he is doing
himself an injustice to continue his labours in this
church too. It will certainly break down his health’

“meetmg on the following day.
' pastor taking part in the service.

75

bofore long. Tho past year, however, has beon the
most prosperous in the history of this church. The
Lord has followed the lnbours of His servant with rich
blessings, and largo numboera have been added to the
ehurch. Tt should have the whole time of a pastor.
Both these ficlds have dono well for the funds of the
Society.
NEW DURHAM
has made substantial progress since 1 was last on the
lield, .\ series of special serviees have resulted in a
nunher desiding for Christ and the pastor expects to
add & ¢ood many to the membership of the church. [
spent. a Sunday here, preaching in the forenoon in
New Durham, afternoon in Hatchley, cvening in
Kelvin  The conurerations were goud in each place,
KELVIN
is suffering from the removal of several large and
prominent fanulics. but those who remain are still
hopeful, and doing gooa work. T et with the New
Durham friends at a special meeting to devise means
for the purchase of @ parsonage. It is impossible to
rent a suitable residence.  Arrangements have been
made to purchase a house and small farm (six and a
half acres). The friends here had last year relieved
the Society of a part of the grant, and they intended
to make a further reduction this year, but for the fact
what they are trying to pay the balance of church debt,
and make the purchase referred to.  When the par-
sonage is eomuleted, the New Durham property will
be worth $3,000. It is truly wonderful to mark the
progress of this cause since Mr. Pedley took itin
hand about four years ago.
SCOTLAND.

Found Mr. Hay enjoying good health, and work-
ing away as happly and successfully as he can. Owing
to the extreme severity of the weather, the attend-
ance was small at the missionary meeting.

BURFORD.

The same was true of this place, yet we had enthus-
iastic meetings, the Rev. Mr. Fuller, of Brantford,

{and the pastor giving valuable aid on both vecasions.

I could not help thinking that something should be
done to relieve Mr. Hay of one of these churches.
Burford and Scotland would afford sufficient work for
one man, and I think Burford at any rate, should have
the whole time of a pastor.
PARIS

T spent part of the Sunday, and held a missionary
Mr. Fuller and the

The congregations
were good, considering the state of the weather. The
work appears to be moving forward n-cely in the
church, and they promise to do more for the Miss n-
ary Society.
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BRANTFORD.

Had part of a Sunday and also a missionary meet-
ing. The missdonary interest is kept alive all the
yoar by the Young Ladies’ Missionary Socicty. Our
congrogations were large, and as usual in Brantford,
vory hearty and enthusiastic.  The Rev. Charles
Stingfellow (Methodist). from Caiusville, gave a very
-earnost and useful addvress.

EMBRO.

Hore T had large congregations, and the collections
‘were considerably in excess of last year. The Sunday
schoel is a live institution, and it has had its mission-
ary zeal fanned during the year by helping to build
the Morning Star. Thisis a very encouraging state
of matters, I imagine, in both church and school;
and Mr. Silcox abounds in «ll kinds of good works. 1
had one of the finest Bible classes that I have met in
any Sunday school. I would put Embro down as one
of our strong churches, and though it has not been
trained to do much for denominational objects, yet
under present guidance it is rapidly improving in this
matter also. I visited

STRATFORD
and took part in the anniversary services. The church
has made remarkable progress during the past twelve
months. There has been a very blessed work in the
town in which all the churches have participated, and
the Congregational among the rest. Mr. Gordon-
Smith z\ppu\rs to be the I‘l"‘]lt man for the place.
Here I must close, and remain, truly yours,
Troyas HavL

MANITOBRA MISSIONS.

MR, EDITOR.—In the February number of THE
CANADIAN INDEPENDENT you insinuate that I have
taken an “adverse position ” to efforts put forth by the
Canada Congregational Missionary Society, in the
way of extending their mission work in this country.
This charge is too serious a onc to pass over without
notice. If I have blocked, or in any way hindered,

the extension of mission work in this new land, which ; Methodist and the Presbyterian?
so greatly needs it, then the friends and subscribersto [home an organization merely ;

s family ; he w nhholds the fruits of his toil from the one
rand bestows them upon the other.

the Canada Congregational Missionary Society, both
in Canada and especially those in England, should
know fully and exactly what, and when, and how I,
have done this.

I therefore ask you, in the mtcxcslsU

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, in regard to my relation
to the Canada Congregational .\Ilssxonal) Society,
By inserting this letter in Tt CANADIAN INDEPEN-
DENT you will serve the cause of Manitoba Missions,
and greatly oblige. Yours truly,

Wennipeg, February 13, 1855. J. B. St.cox.

The editorial note in our last issue, referred to in
the above letter, was written mainly in view of what
appeared in the same issue in the communication of
“J. S There the Winnipeg Congregational
Church’s fellowship with the churches of other denom-
inations is styled * Christian fellowship,” whereas that
Church’s fellowship with those of its own denomination
is styled merely *“ Church fellowship,” with the plain
insinuation that there is the absence of Christianity in
such fellowshin. Hence, “J. B. S8.” says *“itis a sin
for the Canada Congregational Missionary Socicty to
multiply church organizations and waste men and
money simply to have a church of ‘our order’ in this
and that village or town.” Hence, also, this Congre-
gational Church has taken up collections “for other
denominational missions than those ofit‘s own,” and
proposes to do more of it ; for the reason, of course,
that the Canada Congregational Missionary Society
aims “simply to have a church of ‘our order’,” where
it carries on its work., Is it far more important that
Congregational ministers should leave their own
denomination and join some other * that the Gospel
shall be preached in this new land,” than that “they
should stay with their own and that Congregational
Churches should be established,” for the further simple
reason that that would be

* Enough and too smuchk of the sect and the name,

What matters our label, though truth be ouraim” ?

What matters, indeed, our “sect,” our “ name,” our
“ Church organizations,” or our * Church fellowship,”
so long as “J. B. 8. says, “we arc in the closest
sympathy with all the other Churches of Christ here 7 ?
What need have we of * Church organizations,” which
are mere shells, so long as we have other organizations
which are living *“ Churches of Christ,” such as the

A man calls his
his neighbour's a

Is he “adverse
tHe is more ; how much, we leave
If this be not the true, unvar-

to his own family?
. 5. to judge.

of mission work in this country, that in your next issue | ! nlth(] interpretation of the latter part of the com-

you state definitely and as strongly as possible what 1
have done adversely to the Canada Congregational
Missionary Society’s work in Manitoba. 1 ask that
the facts, and the most damaging facts, you can put in
print, be disclosed, and my reply and defence will be
facts. It is neither manly nor Christian for an editor
to make such an utterly false and bascless insinuation
as yoy have made in the February number of THE

munication of “ J. B. S.” in our last issue, then we know
nothow to read ecither language or logic.  The simple
fact is that Mr. Silcox in the above letter is fighting
himself.  His former statement may “ be utterly false
and bascless,” but he himself is responsible for it, we
are not.  Nor do we think he will be much helped by
an appeal to a wider range of facts.

Writing as “J. B. S." wrote in our last issue, it will
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not be difficult for our readers to see how the eftorts ’ generally to exhibit a brotherly and fraternal spirit.
put forth by the Canada Congregational Missionary © The fact that your correspondent thinks these things
Society, in the way of e\tcndnw their mission work, | to be somewhat “new and strange ” is good evidence
have been “blocked” “hindered” by him.  Sent --evidence that would weigh with any intelligent jury,
by that Society to occup) the first or most important © - that the irnitials “ J. B. S.” were those of some other
position it had in that “new land,” and from that] L person than the Pastor of the Winnipeg Church,
position having published to its constituency of Con- Such a mistake could scarcely be committed by him,
gregational Churches . Canada and in England, over - He has lived both in Ontario and Quebec long enough
his own signature, what was before known only asto know that what “J. B. 8.” speaks of as new has
second-hand, the burden of proof now, indeed, lies | been a common usage for years in both these
with himself, to show how he can hold such views! provinces. But, secondly, I fail to see any evidence
and feelings as those expressed towards the aggressive , of fraternization in the fact that two brethren, formerly
work of our Churches and not hinder and block that | ministers amongst us, are now preaching the Gospel
work in Manitoba. It is quite in order for the Winni- | in the Presbyterian Church. Here, however, one
peg pastor to rise and explain. In the meantime, we | must pause, and consider whether there is not some
call his attention to a letter in another column on the | occult meaning in the peculiar phrascology employed.
subject, by our Missionary Superintendent.—C. It is no new thing for Congregational ministers to
preach the Gospel in a Presbyterian Church, nor is

MR. EDITOR.—In noticing a communication from | the contrary a new o- unheard of thing either. Minis-
Winnipeg in your last issue, it is apparently takena for; ters of these denominations ofterr preach the Gospel
granted that the initials “J. B. $.” are those of the|in cachother’s churches.  Butit would be “new wine”
esteemed pastor of that Church. I beg respectfully to | in “new bottles” indeed, if our brethren could not
suggest whether this is not open to doubt, and whether | only preach the Gospel in the Presbyterian Church,
the initials may not be those of some over-zealous and | but administer the same in a Congregational fashion.
not over-wise person in the congregation—we will say | Manitoba is a long way off, and in stormy weather
Mr. . B. Smith,or Mr. J. B.Sutherland? Itis, I submit, | news travels slowly. This may be the reason why we
scarcely likely that sq intelligent, clear-headed, and | have not heard of an entire change in the constitution
able a man as Mr. J. B. Silcoy, should perpetrate such | and polity of the Presbyterian Church as administered
nonsense as is contained in the latter part of the com- | in the North-West. The “wine™ as we have it in
munication aforesaid. The writer, whoever he may |these parts is pretty old. Vencrable standards have
be, assumes that the golden age of peace and unity|to be subscribed ; books of discipline achered to;
has dawned upon the denominations that are now | catechisms are imposed with the authority of eccles-
established in the North-West, and congratulates |iastical law. If all this is so changed in Manitoba
himselfupon the “new wine ” and the “new bottles ” [ that a Congregational minis:er, after preaching the
that are to be plentifully met with there. He grounds Gospel in a Preshyterian Church, can gather 2 mem-
his congratulation on a threefold statement :— bership and guide the flock with the same rights and

First,—That ministers of different Churches in | privileges that he and they would have in a Congre-
Winnipeg are on good terms with each other, and, gational Church, he still being a minister of the Pres-
attend each other’s social festivals. 'byterian Church, we have a “new wine” indeed, and

Sceosrd,—That two brethren, long connected with ) one of a very pleasant flavour. I am afraid, however,
the Congregational body, are now, as he phrases it, | this is not what is meant ; and that, although couched

“ preaching the Gospel in the Presbyterian Church.”, in such obscure phraseclogy, nothing morc is intended
Third,—That the Congregational Church at Winni- than that these brethren have renounced their con-
peg is about to contribute, no doubt from its super- nection with the Congregational body, and submitted
abundant resources, to asssist the work of the Mctho- i themselves to the discipline and authority of the
dist and Presbyterian Churches in that region. ll’l'CSb) terian Church. This, however, is not putting
Now, while T would be the last to deprecate any | new wing into new bottles at all, itis simply smashing
rational and practical fraternity amongst Christian ; the old bottles ; neither more nor lIess.
brethren, I may take leave to doubt whether this With regard to the third matter. If the Winnipeg
threefold cord of statements will sustain such a weight | Church is so rich that, after satisfying its own require-
of meaning as is attempted to be attached to it.  For, | ments, helping its own needy brethren, as it is bound
first, it is no new and unheard-of thing, cven in the|to do accordmmg to its ability, and sustaining the
fossilized regions of Ontario and Quebec (where the | general objects which the Congregational Churches
“old wine,” we may presume, is somewhat musty), for | are pledged to carry on ; if, I say, after doing all this,
ministers of different Churches to preach for one an- |it has money to spare, there may be no harm in pour-
other, speak at each other’s social gatherings, and [ing its surplus into the superabundant coffers of the
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strong and wealthy organizations that are so well
established in the land. But if, to accomplish this
picce of rather superfluous generosity, the Winnipeg
Church deliberately “passes by on the other side,”
and refuses to aid its own brethren, one cannot but
describe such action as an exceedingly odd freak, and
pray that it may speedily return to a more rational
frame of mind. This kind of “new wine” is not of a
pleasant sort at all. It is very sour.

Whoever the writer may be, I am afraid he is

factor. Their aim is to preach Christ and Him
crucified for the salvation of men, and then to gather
them into churches in which Christian life may be
cherished and developed, and in which, too, a vigorous,
manly character may be formed. A memibership of
regenerated men and women and children, and
independence of outside ecclesiastical control, are
essential to this end. When we began our work, more
than half-a-century ago, in these Eastern Provinces,
they were in a similar condition of newness as are now

indulging in hallucinations. To all outward appear- | Manitoba and the North-West. We have not done in
ance, the denominations in Manitoba are much the  them all that we ought to have done; but assuredly by
same as they areelsewhere. The Presbyterian Church ' God’s guidance and blessing much of exceeding value
has not abolished its ancient standards. The Church : has been accomplished, and is now being developed.
of England has not revised its Prayer Book noradopted ! Qur Missionary Society has not given up Manitoba.
the usage of the Free Churches in worship. The| The prosperous Church in Winnipeg is the child of
Methodist Church is still governed as of old, and we | our College and Missionary Society. We cannot for
have yet to hear of any congregation of these denom- | a moment imagine that it will be otherwise than loya!
inations contributing of its surplus funds to the.to its principles; and if 50, it will seck to spread them
missions of our body. Nay, so far from believing in ! and adopt measures for their diffusion throughout the
the “new wine” theory, I have no doubt that if any : land. We are not surprised that in one quarter there
congregation of these Churches made such a singular | is a persistent attempt to persuade us that we have no
departure, and published the facts in its accounts, it - mission in the prairie province and territory ; but we
would be pretty sharply taken to task by its eccles- | are not yet persuaded, nor are we likely to be. We
iastical superiors, even in Manitoba ! ; must confess to the arrogance of suppesing that we

One word more. A final and concluding reason for | can see our duty in such a matter quite as clearly as
doubting the letter to be the production of the Winni- | others can see it for us. The duty of the Congre-
peg Pastor, is the singular statement therein, that our ' gational Churches to make known in a broad, free,
Missionary Society does not consider the North-West luntrammelled manner “the glorious Gospel of the
to be within its field. The Pastor knows much better | blessed God,” in connection with our principles and
than that. The application of the Winnipeg Church ' polity is not an open question ; it has been settled by
was duly considered by the Missionary Committee, ! our brethren in the mother country and in the United
and if it was declined, others were declined too, and | States for three-quarters of a century, as witness,
for the same reason, viz, deficient funds. We may,the work of the London Missionary Society, the
be thankful that the Church has risen to the circum- } American Board of Missions, the Home Missionary
stances, and shown that even in such times as these | Society in England, and the American Home Mission-
missionary aid can be dispensed with. | ary Society. We, in this Dominion, have our part to

The letter in your last issue must have been i perform ; let us pray for grace and strength to be
apocryphal. The Pastor is altogether too sensible, i faithful. Our College contains nearly double the
too intelligent, and too right-minded 2 man to have | former number of promising young brethren, all of
written it. whom are being imbued, we trust, with a true mission-

I sign myself by a cognomen which has appeared in ! ary spirit, which is that of our Divine Master.
THE INDEPENDENT before, and which, perhaps, some |« Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
of your readers may remember. feeble knees.  Say unto them that are of a fearful heart,

A PRACTICAL Man. | Be strong, fear not.” Yours truly,

Montreal, February 18, 1885. Montreal, February 17, 1885 HENRY WILKES.
2 A A .

«o

MR. EDITOoR.—No doubt “it is a sin to multiply
church organizations and waste men and money; M= Eprror,—It may not be known to many of
simply to have a church of ¢ our order” in this or that | the readers of THE INDEPENUENT that my brother John
village or town,” as says Mr. Silcox in his letter from jand [ have sought connection with the Presbyterian
Winnipeg. But is this a fair statement of the Congre- | Church of Canada, through the Rock Lake Presbytery.
gational Churches in Canada? Isit only “our order” |and are now engaged in the home mission work of
they are thinking of? My thought has been that|that denomination.
denominationalism is of less account with them than| The question will be asked why have we left the
perhaps it ought to be ; certainly it is not a prominent | body with which we have been so long and so happily
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connected. My answer is this : the Congregationalists
are doing no mission work in this country. There
has been a good deal of talk about ¢ vigorous centres ”
and ““ the right kind of men,” but nothing more. We
had therefore to leave the body or leave the ministry.
The Presbyterians are doing an extensive Home Mis-
sion work in this country—have many more stations
than men. So, following what we consider the leadings
of Providence, we offered our services, and are now
engaged in the good work,—brother John at Nelson
group of stations at the east of the Pembina moun-
tains, and I at Deloraine group, Turtle Mountains.
Having taken this step it may be out of place for us
to advise regarding the few sheep on the prairie near
Pilot Mound which we wat:hed and tended as best we
could under the circum-tances for about three years,

Please tind enclosed $1.00 for Tug CaNaDIAN [NDE-
PENDENT, always to me an interesting paper. With
love to yourself, and to all the dear brethren with
whom we were wont to have sweet counsel in refer-
ence to things pertaining to the kingdom of our blessed
Lord. I wm, yours truly,

Rogerr Browx.
Deloraine, Manitoba, Jar. 16, 1885.

4 SCOTT ACT PLEA.

“Don't see why we can’t have a Christmas dinner ;
hate to have the boys ali crowin’ over me,” said Bob
Bent, ashe kicked the wall spitefully.

““ Keep your heels down, Bobby ; the plastering’s
all dropping off now,” said his mother.

Mr. Bent sat beside the fire, smoking his pipe.
¢ Who crows over you, sonny ! ” he asked.

¢ All the boys ; Dan White, 'nd Will Stearns, ’'nd
the rest ; all goin’ to have turkey or somethin’ good
for dinner to-morrow. They say I can't.”

““We don’t keep turkeys, Bob,” said his sister
Fannie, who sat bending over her work, while Kate,
younger than Bob, whispered, * When we go up we'll
have some every day, won't we ?”

Mr. Bent looked at his wife. “¢ Got a little money,
haven’t you, Pheebe 2”

She half shook her head.

¢ Because I was going to say,” he continued, ¢ that
if we had enough to pay the rent, and a little more,
we might have a dinner, same’s Bob wants.”

“ Yes, with clothes and shoes dropping off their
backs, it lovks likely !~ was the reply, as Mrs. Bent
fitted a large patch to Bob's ‘¢ other pair ™' of pants.

But two pairs of eager ears had heard the father’s
suggestion ; two voices exclaimed, in concert, ‘¢ We

Bob turned a summersault.

“Couldn’t get up some minco pies, could you ?
Seems to me ’t would be like old times to have mince
pies with raisins scattered in pretty thick,” said M.
Bent, as he knocked the ashes from his pipe.

His wife drew a long breath. * It would be nice to
have a Christinas dinner, but we can't afford it. You
know how many things we need, and—"

Her husband knew what she was thinking of, and
said, ‘‘You remember what I've told you, Phewebe ;
wages will come along reg’lar now.”

Little Katie nestled close to her mother. ““T'llbe
good, and rock the baby all day, if you'll only but just
have a t-y-r—"

““Oho ! you can’t spell turkey,” cried Bob. I
can ; I can spell Constantinople, and I can eat tur-
key. DMother, let’s settle it right now that we will
have one, just this once, and feel full and jolly.”

““1f I should make a few pies,” answered his mother,
smiling, ‘I must have some apples to-night. Can
you go down to Dixon’s, Bobby ¢”

Of course he was glad to go, and, with a bit of scrip
in one hand, and a basket in the other, away he went.
Very soon he rushed in again, sparkling and cheeks
glowing from the exercise.

“ Here they be, mother ; big red fellows. And
! what do you think ?  Will Stearns was in there, and
I'T told him what we're going to have to-morrow, and

he said, ‘Don’t believe it !’ Then I says, ¢ I'll show
{you his bones, drum-sticks and all to-morrow after-
inoon!’ Great Brag! Rich folks seem to think that
| turkeys grow just for thewm to eat ;7 and with a very
important air Master Bob got an old knife and began
to pare the “ big red fellows,” carefully heeding his
mother’'s injunction to * take thin peelings.”
! After the rest of the family were asleep, that night,
| Mrs. Bent sat a long time in deep thought. She
{ wondered if it could be possible that John was really
! going to reform. Three, four weeks had passed since
I the last “spree,” and now if he could only get past
g the holidays without drinking, why not hope for better
'days in the future? To be sure he had promised,
1 again and again, never to touch another glass of rum,
!m)d, woman-like, she hiad believed him every time,
iand every time had seen the promise broken. But

‘now the children were growing older, and surely he

!would not disgrace himself and them. Yes, now
“thought the little woman, he will be firm. And we

will have a nice dinner, and perhaps sume little pres-
ients might be bought afterwards for the children.
: Then, with a whispered prayer to the Father who had
80 often given her strength to endure and to hope,

can wait for shoes! O, my! let's have a t-u-r, tur, | ghe, too, sought her rest.

k-e-y, key, with stuftin’.

The first sound that broke the stillness of the morn-

‘“ And cranberry sauce,” added Fannie, with an air |ing, in the chamber of the little house, was Master

of interest.

Bob, mimicking all the fowls of the farm yard.
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]
cried little Katio:

“1 know what you've doin',’
“Cyou're making a turkey noise.™
*CWish yeu morry Christmas ! ealled Fanunio, from
the kitehen helow,

In a few moments the children were ranning down, I
laughing and shivering, ready to hegin what promiaed |
to be n most wonderful day.  Barly as it was, the!
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fing,"” which was so royally good, with sago and
poppor.

“Ttia time for your father to como ; hoshould have
been here before this,” snid Mrs. Bont, as she looked
anxiously down the street.

T guess ho is tryving to find the bost stick of candy
for me. 1 hopo it will bo white, with rod stripos ruu-

snell of goad things (=0 rare & smell) came from the ning up and down,” said Katie, loaning hor cheek
oven, and Bob's small nose was lifted high in geateful "against the eradle, in blissful anticipation.  Bob be
anticipation, as he passed from one side of the stove to *gan to he impationt, and mounted tho old lounge o

the other,
““Mother and T have been working just as still as:

| wateh the roadway.

“Ten o'clock ! What can have happenod 1" said

we could,” said Fannie, 0 we could get the pies all | his mother, rubbing tho frost off tho window pane

done, and covkies, too, Bob ; just think of that t"

“You won't care for much breakfast, I suppose,”
said the mother, as they sat down te their usual farve
—a dish of beans and plate of hread.

“No, indeed ! Scewms to me 1 could give my beans
to some poor family,” said Bob, with a comical air.

“We've got to eat a lot, this noon—Thanks-giving
and Christmas all together,” added his father,

“ Room enough, pa, isn't there?” and Bob looked
down upon his coat, which was a * charity garment,”
and had never claimed a very close acquaintatce with
his small body. But now Bob was almost thankful
fur its size, and anticipated with pleasure the time
when he should succeed in ** catehing up ™ with it.

« Now, father, you'll look after thingsa little, while
I go out ta buy the turkey, won'’t you!” asked Mrs.
Bent, after breakfast was over.

*“ Why, I am going after that,” said her husband.
““ Women can’t tell what they want ; so you just stay
here, and I will get it.”

For a moment his wife hesitated : and then she
counted out the serip from her purse, carned every
bit of it by hard work, and handed it to him.

“Well, John, here’s two dollars and a half ;: and
John,” she whispered, ¢ geot it as cheap as you can,
for you know the rent will be due soon. ™

““Father, if you see a few nuts that look as if they
want to be eracked, why you know the boy that knows
how to do it,” said Bob, who was helping Fanuie in
her efforts to make thie room look a little more cheery.

. s . . . i
Katie was rocking the eradle; wherein lay baby, who

was not asleep at all, but laughing, and kicking his
dimpled feet out of the old yellow blanket.

““Can you bring me a stick of candy, pa?” she
asked, shyly raising her pretty brown eyes, and blush-
ing at her boldness.

“Xuts and candy 7 Yes, my beauties: " and John
Bent thought he wouldn't fail to get those tritles as he
closed the door and went away.

Busy hands made rapid progress with the work at
home. Fannie and Bob rubbed the knives and the
Datrered spoons, polished the stove and the windows,
and at last insisted helping mother make the * stuf-

above him.

Another anxious half-hour passed, and thon Bob
criod, “ Hurrali ! here ho comes! Put in the woal
now, mother, for ho has got the—the tur - =" Bob
stopped short, gave anothor searching glance, then
turned and crept into the farthest cornor of tho room.
His mother paused, with both hands on tho table, as
if she needed support ; the door opened and Mr. Bent
cama in.

*“ Where's the turkey, pn?” asked Katie, wonder-
ingly.

““There 'tis ! bos' kind for poor folks!” and he
threw a large dry codfish upon the table.

€O, pa! and wother had the stufling all ready,”
said Faunio, hor face growing white, as sho sat down
slowly.

**Waell (hie) can’t youstuft (hic) er codtish, mothor?”

¢ Q John, how could you? how could you?” said
his wife, looking around upon the stricken children,
for Katie had buried hor faco in baby's yellow Dblan-
ket, and was sobbing quictly.

“How could I what 1" and Mr.
around too, with unsteady cyes. ““Turkey makes
(hie) folks sick. Bat codfish—make (hic) you drink
lots of water, ana (hic) you always (hic) stand up for
[cold water ! Can’t (hic) see what you're cryin’ for.
'Cry ! ery ! ery! Havo it (hic) out then; but I'll go

{hic) where there is something else going on.”  And

"away from the freshly cleaned kitchen went John
i Bent.
His wife sal still, and did not tey to hinder him.
- This fresh disappointment was so hard to bear! and
“the money was spent ! and tho long cold winter only
‘begun ! and the great mills were silent! and the
"montey came in so slow from chanee jobs.

Bent  looked

There are times when ill fortune seems to come with
crushing power ; and so Mrs. Bent sat there, and one
by one her grievances came before her, cach one strik-
“ing its sure blow in passing, until she thought she
~would never put forth another effort—would never
-battle with them again.

i “Mother !” came in a resolute tone from the
| corner.
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* Yes, Bobby.™

C1'mgrowin’ evory day.”  Thon, aftor s little, Bob
wont on:  “ Will Stenrns’ fathor sells ram to my
father, nud that's how he has turkoy and wo cod-
tish.”

“Yos, Bobby.”

SOin't right.”

Bob's hools bont agninst the plastering, but his
mothor did not notico.  Baby criod, and that brought
the mothor out of hor dreary rovorie.

Littlo Katie, hungry for hor dinner, pulled off o bit
of tho salt fish, and curled down hesido Fannio to eat
it ; but it was somo timo bofore any one olse thought
of enting.

At last Mrs, Bent brought out umo of the nice
pios mado that morning, and placed it with other food
upon thoe table, urging tho children to cat ; and so tho
“ Christmas dinner " was takon, ahinost in silenco, and
with an empty chair at the head of tho table.

Towards night thero was a conflict betweon Bob and
Will Stearns, as tho former could not show “turkey
bones,” ag ho had promised.  Bob was Jonging to
whip some ono, and so Will was thoroughly beaton.

But that was small satisfaction, it did not fill the
“aching vord " in tho poor little heart, for both heart
and stomach had Loen sorely cheated that day, so it
was # sober littlo face that was turned toward the
bright sunset of that Christmas day, and a very sober
voico that said : —

“ Mother, if fathor did not dvmk rum we could
havo things like Will Stearng’ folks, couldn’t wel”

“\We could have all we need,” was the answer,

41

Laews of the ¢Gflhurches.

Bapnuer, C.B. Tho new church huilding was in-
formally oponed for Ghristinn worship on thoe last Sub-
bath of 1881, Scrmons wore proached mornimg and
ovoning by tho pastor.  Mr. Pontelow, the Methodsst
minigtor in tho neighbourhood, courtvously gave up
hig own syrvics to bo prosont and tako part with us in
the ovoning exorcises,  Thoro were goorld attondances.
at both mootings, and a fair colloction was takon up,
Rough somts, platform and desk wers extemporizod,
which woro, howover, in keoping with the unfinished
intorior of the building.  Notwithstanding theso dis-
advantages, the housoe was comfortably warmod, and
tho sorvices helped by the rich tones of a good church
organ, vory considerately placed in tho church by
somo kind friend for its use.  The ingtrument is guire
new, manufactured in Ontario and valued at 3250
Tho congregation hopes soon to own the organ as it
smay probably be secured on oasy terms and is a fine
‘ pioeo of church furniture.  The friends of tho Sabhath
fachool held a Sabbath school eoncert and arranged o
i(;‘hriutmzm treo in the mew church on the following
‘:duy. The singing, quotations of Scripture bearing on
}t,ho subject, ¢ The Birth of Christ,” and also the reci-
i tations, were all most creditably rendered, and gave
fgeneral satisfaction.  The proceeds of the concert,
ete., nmonnted to $60. This swn, with the addition
"nf $10 saved from a provious concert, will purchase
some moveable seads for the church, twenty-four of
s which, ten feet lony, well made, with rungs and backs,
!:u'e ordered, and awaiting ice suf iciently strong for
i transit from Syduey on the Bras d'Or Lake. As a

¢ Phe Lord knows how we have been cheated out of . debt of about $250 only remaing on the wiole of the

our turkey 1”

*Yes, Bobby ! and his mother repeated to her-
self, ““yes; the Lord knows.”

“Well, what does He let things go on 8o for ?”
and Bub turned a half angry, half perplexed face to-
ward her.

“ Bohby, there are wicked men that love money so
well that they will even sell rum to get it.”
| But, mother, thero are lots of good men ; why
don’t they make “em stop 77 and Bob’s eyes flashed as
though he had made a discovery.

%, I don’t know,” said his mother, wearily ; ¢ they
are afraid to, or else tho laws are wrong.  Something
hinders them.”

¢ And so the man that sells rum will always have
money to buy turkeys ?”

¢ T am afraid so, Bobby.”

‘¢ And we can’t have anything but codfish 7”
Bob.

*“0O my dear boy, I'm afraid so,” was the sad
answer,

“Tain’t right !’ said Bob.—Zion's Herald.

cried

{ church property, we hope still for help to pay it. as
"home resources have been taxed to the utinost.  The
. Baddeck  friends will complete the interior of the
,church and go on with the basement as soon as the
, bresent financial condition is righted.
. BeutevinLe.--In accordance with previous announce-
,ments, a Council (composed of Rev. Dr. Jackson, of
| Kingston ; Rev Thomas Hall, Missionary Superinten-
.dent ; Rev. Hugh Pedl-y and W. J. Harper, Coboury,
‘and Mr. H. D. Hawpton, Belleville), met atthree pan.,
i December 23, in the Congregational Church, for the pur-
‘pose of examining the candidate for the pastoral office,
;Rcv. A. W, Maine. Rev. Dr. Jackson, Moderator ;
: Rev. Hugh Pedley, Seribe.  The call from the church
. to Rev. A, W. Maine was then read, also a certificate
from the Congregational Church at Economy, Nova
i Scotia, to Rev. A. W. Maine¢, who then delivered his
‘statcment of belief. The Council accepted the state-

lment of belief, sustained the call of the church, and

proceeded to the installation service. Rev. Hugh
Pedley’s address on Congregational principles was
brief and to the point, showing that the Congregation-
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alists may woll ho proud of their missionary and edu-
cational work all over the world.  Rev. Dy Jackson,
in his address to the pastor eleet, spoke of the high
osteom and affoction in which ho was held by his
former congregation i Beonomy, and of his own con-

fidence in M. Maine's zeal, carnestuess and abilthies |

in the work of the Lord. Rev, Thos, Hall addressed
the church in his usual enthusiastic manner, exhort-
ing them not to bo diseouraged, but io look up with »
firm trust to the Head of the Chureh, and to rejoice

ovormore, as Christians ought oven anidst trials and .

difficulties.  Rev. Hugh Pedley extended the rvight
hand of fellowship (o the candidate, with a few fit-
ting words of weleome.  Me. WL Harper, who
is deacon of the church of Cobourg, and who repre-
sonted that church as a delegate, assured them of
prosperity and increase as the vesult of a full trust in
the power and gooduess of God. The service elosed
with the benediction by the pastor.  The eyes of the
churches will be divected with loving and hopeful
sympathy to the Belleville church and their esteemed
pastor.

0

BowMaNvILLE.— Our annual business meoting of

church and congregation was held on the 16th ult.,
and the various reports presented showed encouraging,
increase.  Twenty-four members had been added to
tho church during the year, mostly on profession of ;
faith, and §200 were left after the payment of all ex-
ponses for the reduction of the mortgage. This sur-

plus is largely due to the wise and energetic action of .

the Ladies’ Aid Society, which holds monthly meet-

ings, conducts socials, and for the past two yoars has:

had a Christmas sale of fancy-goods.
ing Comnmuttee, organized some four months ago,
promises to be a most useful agency.
bers and adherents are visited once a month by the
Iadies of the society, who in this way endeavour to
cultivate both the social and spiritual life of the con
gregation.  Qur Sabbath-school is also flourishing,
several of the young people from the pastor's Bible-
class having joined the church during the year.
committee was appointed to enquire into the cost of
improving the church property by the evection of a
suitable church-vestry and class-rooms. T hope that
in due time 1 shall be able to lcport progress in this
matter also. W. H. W

Hamrirox. —The annual meeting of the church and
congregation was held on Wednesday, 21st January,
18385. There wasa good attendanee of the friends, who, .
after tea in the school-room, adjourned to the lecture- !
roora of the church. The meeting was presided over
by the pastor ithe Rev. John Morton', who spoke of |
the past twelve months’ work and success ; of the cor-
dial relations existing between pastor and people, and
of his desires for the future welfare not only of the

A Ladies' Visit-

All the mem-

A
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wmombers of the church, but that the church might seo
Vits way to makoe somo aggressive movement, so ns to
“bring others within the blessed influencoes of the gospel
Fwho e now ontside. Me. Alexander, tho treasurvor,
was ablo to present a very favourablo finaneial voport,
whith showed that though the chureh had spent moro
“than #H00 over and above the ordinary curront expen-
ses, without any special offort being maude to muse it
“there was a balance of R152 at tho elose of thovyear. The
total receipts for general chureh purposes had heen
about 82,800, inaddition to which 8138 had been raised
formissions.  The church secretary, Me. Laing, follow.
od with a very encournging report of the membership,
showing that twonty-eight had beeir added to the roll
during the year; seven of these by letter from other
churches and twonty-one on profession of faith, while
onty one had been dismissed to another ehurch and
three dropped from the voll, leaving 1956 in full com-
munion with the church, the largest numbor of mem-
“bers at any time reported as being in followship hore.
Tho attendance at all meotings continues very good,
: the proportion of members to the congregation being
ivery largo.  The church had the pleasurve, too, of
( gratefully ealling to mind the fact that it had not to
“mourn the loss of a single member by death,  Me.
: David Aichison, the superintendent of the Sanday
school, gave a brief but favourable report of that part
tof the clhiureh work, showing that thore were 188
“children on the roll, with an averago attendance of
1 141, and a stafl of teachers numbering seven, and threo
officers ; the school had raised $103.28 w1 spont
$35.62 durving the year, leaving a balance in their
rtreasury of $67.66.  Mr. John Clack, tho superin-
; tendent of the West End Mission, reported the con-
dition of that branch of the work, which shewod that
( they had forty childven in the school, taught by five
teachers.  Mr. Clack also reported anent the mission
field under his supervision, from which it appoars
that $138 had been raised for the missionary cause, of
; this §102 was for the Canada Congregational Mission-
ary Society and 336 for the Foreign Missionary
Society. Reports were also given by the Ladies’ Sew-
ing Society, the Young People’s Mutual lmprovement
Saciety, the Ladies’ Visiting Committee, the Gentle-
men's Visiting Committee and the Young People’s
Monthly Sabbath Evening Meeting, from all of which
it appeared that these branches of the church work
"and organization were in a healthy condition and ful-
tilling tlm purpose intended by them of fostering the
elements of sucial intercourse and mutual hclpfu]uess
“in matters religious, moral and intellectual. Votes
. of thanks to the ladies, choir and deacons brought a
| ; very pleasing and profitable session to a close. Dur-
Imrr the evening reference was made to the coming
meetings of the Congregational Union to be held here
in June and the members of the church and congre-

}
|
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.
gation are looking forwnrd with gront hopes that these [ dnte, thoro heing 166 pupils on tho roll, with an
mootings way bo a blossing to thom and to all attend- Paverngo attondanco of 110, Phn choir had eonduacted
tng,  Thoro iy peenline interest attaching to theso " tho worvices of song in the houso of Gad in e sadisfae-
coming mootings, ag this in tho jubteo yonr of the tory mannoer, and consoquently tho thanks of the con-
chureh at Hanulton, it having beon organizedin 1830, !gruqruinn woro dno to tho members of the choir for
thorefore it is thought meet that wo should have owr their painstidang and praisoworthy  services,  The
friotds of like fruth from vavious parts of the Domin- " prayerameotings woro woll attendod.  The chureh was
ion to rejoico with us on such an ocension. May our freo from debt, apaet from the halaneo due on the new
best hopes be ronlizod, ihull. Ho comchuded by hoping that all wonld be

Huwner Sear, Tho good worl. contintien to g Present at their next annual gathering,  Mr J.F
on here. Sixteen woro veecived into followship on : Nvl‘l.wun rewd the mun'm"unhm'nnnn{, which showed
profession last Communion Sabbath, vanging from fen “"’. finuneen of tho chivel 1o be in @ prosperous con-
to fifty years of age, six of whom wore ol to give fhem- dation. Inthe absence of Mr, John MeKolvey, troas-
solvos to Christ durving four days’ spocial services ' Wev, Mr. . R. Henderson rvead the finaneial stato-
conducted by Mr. Qay, apd the remainder at tho | ment of the (""'l{""’—(“““l"ll Hall Building Fund, and
wookly prayer-meoting of the young people of thol Me, R Hendy, jun,, that of the Organ Fand.  Misg
church and through private visits of the pastor auel - Jessio Shippen, secretary, vead the report of tho
Me. J. 1. W, Wallis. There are some who nttend | Ludies’ Assacintio r, and Mr. D. Sponce the Sabbath
tho sorvices who have nol yot como out on the ! school Roport.  During the evening the Misses Jessio
Lord’s side and wo are waiting and wrostling with God | and Louise Mook sang o duett, and with Messrs. I,

for thom and soon hopo to have a favourable answer
to our prayers,  Tho Sabbath school is still a contro
of lifo and usofulness in the ncighbourhood.  Mr.
Joreph Wallis’'s Bible-class for men has an avorago
attendanee of cightoen.  During tho past yeat the
friends have purchased a new organ and have only a
balance of §28 to pay on it. For these things wo
thank God and take courage. Con,
Kivasron, Frrsr ConureaartoNat.—The congre-
gation of Wollington-streot church held their annual
social on tho evening of the 11th ult., in the new Con-
grogational Hall.  There was a large attendance.  An
oxcellent tea, provided by the ladies, was served in
the locture-room and ladies’ parlour, after which the
company adjourned to the hall, where the annual
meeting took place.  Tho chair was taken by the
pastor (the Rev. 8. N. Jackson), who delivered hisad-
dress, reviewing his pastoral labours during the year.
Ho referred to the request of the Ladies’ Associntion
two years ago to have a building committee appointed
to take in hand the erection of a Congregational Hall,
which was now completed, and he vongratulated the
churcir and congregation in holding their first annual
meeting that evening.  The cost of the building was
87,250, and of this sum £5,952 had been paid, and to-
wards it there are further subseriptions amounting to
8442 which leaves o balance of about £800. For all
this, they had great reason for devout gratitude to
God for the success which had attended the enterprise.
The Ladies’ Association had contributed $3,317 to-
wards the building, and during the year had raised
2600. He also referred to the improvements made in

Jrunby and K. C. Hewch, orgatst, a quartette,
Mossrs. Hoath and Crunhy also sang solos.  Alto-
gethor an enjoyable ovening was spent. The Sab.
bath school children were entertained the following
evening.

Maraangn, C. B.- <This church is at present worked,
ag concerns *pastorate, with that at Baddeck, about
twenty-six miles away, whon the river is fordable, and
thirty at other timos, unless bridges are washed away,
which is often the case on the wild torrents of Cape
Breton, A parsouage was commonced hore about two
years ago, since which time it has remained a mere
,shell 5 though some temporary *tixings " did once
hold for a few months a stoical young pastor and his
bride. But that state of things is now changed, at
least, in the right direction. Not that we. have ar-
rived at perfection, except in the eyes of a Cape
Bretoner, who seldom aims at much and generally
"strikes the mark.  We, however, ag Congregationalists,
" can boast of having the best-finished house, so we are
told, in the whole of the picturesque and fertile valley
"of the Margaree, which is about thirty miles in length.
The house having been well plastered, painted, anc
tastefully arranged, at a considerable expeaditura of
“time. labovr and money. The pastor took up his resi-
: dence there on the 2nd of January.  The congregations
_here are good and attentive, and the Sabbath schoolis
'inproving in number and interest.  We have adopted
the use and tho plans of the Pilyrim Lesson Papers,
“from the Congregational Sunday School and Publish-
:ing Society, Boston, and find tiiem excellent. A Sab-
"bath school concert has also heen held, the subject of

the church by the purchase of new furnaces and car- !'which was ¢ The Benefits of Christian Activity,” illus-
pet for the aistes ; the first mentioned had been paid 'trated in three phases, viz, childhood, youth, and
by the ladies, and the latter by a few members of the | maturity. A collection was taken from a large audi-
congregation. The Sunday school was in an efficient i ence, and the result will be, we hope, a new library.
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Here is a good choir, but they crave the help of an
organ. We have excellent land, a sound theology,
kind hearts and good voices at Margaree, but all need
fuller development by exercise ere perfection can be
attained ; yet ¢“ Excelsior” is our motto, and *‘On-
ward Go ™ is our merching song.

MoxtrEAL, CaALVARY. —The ninth annual meeting of
this ehurch, on January 22, was vne of the most sue-
cessful ever held. The reports of the work of the
various societies were of such an encouraging charac-
ter, and the prospect for the ensuing year so bright
that the utmost enthusinsm prevailed. The pastar,
after tea, in a brief address, said he had worked with
their church for a year, and he with them could look
back upon it with thankfulness, and forward to the
next with cheerfulness and hope.  Mr. Wood, the
treasurer of the church, showed the financial condi-
tion of the church in a very favourable light. M.
Robert McLachlan, secretary of the Sunday-school, !
reported the attendance to be 219, and the lowest
ninety ; fourteen of the scholars of the school had-
juined the church duving the year. Letters from the
missivnaries in India and China, supported by the
school, had been received. Mr. R. Mclachkum, the
secretary, read the ninth annaal repourt of the Ladies’
Missionary Society, which had given its cfforts
toward the work in Labrador, and to the reduction of -
the chureh debt.  The report of the Foreign Mission-
ary Society of the church was presented by My, 1. L.
Macaulay. The awounts contributed to foreign mis- :
sions, home missions, the Congregational College and
the Congregational Union, hal increased duving the’
year sati-factorily. Ancother missionary society, com-
posed of youag ladies, the Missionary Needles, was
heard from through a report by the secretary, Miss
Richardson, read by Miss Ettie Moaeser, showing ihat
mission work in Labrador and in Iudia had been sup-
ported. Mr. Charles Cushing, Secretary of the Board
of Deacons, and church clerk, vead the annual report
of the chureh, shewing that thirty-four new members
had been reccived into the church, while eight had
died or been dismiss-d by letter, making a gain of
twenty-six. The total number on the church 10l was
two hundred and fifty-one.  One wmember of the
church, the Rev. Alexander Richardson, had gradu-
ated from college during the year, had been ordained |
to the ministry and taken charge of a church in
Western Ontario.  Another member, Mr. Mason, had
been recommended as a student by the church and
was now studying at the college. The characteristic -
features of the church -during the year had beena;
wnity of spirit among the officers of the church, and ‘
the rapid growth among the young people of the;
church of active Christian enterprise. The whole!
spiritual welfare of the church had been forwarded by
their beloved pastor. Miss Richardson read the re-

‘sociable towards Manse Building Fund.

_evening.

port of the Doreas Society which showed that a few
members had done a good deal of charitable work dur-
ing the year. 'The church choir, represented by its
leader, M&. L. E. Rivard, reported concerning the
service of song which it was desirous of improving
during the year.  Mr. Robinson Macaulay spoke
warmly of the debt of gratitude which the church
owed to Mr. Risard, who had made many sacrifices to
serve in the capacity of leader of the choir,and to Miss
Isabella Richardson, the organist, who had been con-
stant in her attendance at the church twice a day, and
who gave her valuable services gratuitousty.  The mo-
tion of thanks was enthusiastically passed. Mr. T, Y.
Forster read the report of the Young Men’s Literary
iSucicty, numbering forty active members.  The report
i of the Young Peoples’ Literary Society for Christian
%Endea\'om‘ was read by Mr. W. T. Gunn, the secre-
s tary-treasurer, which showed that the growth of
Cliristian activity among the young people was largely
the work of this society, and that the society owed
much to the pastor of the church. Mr. Robert

: McLachlan presented the report of the building fund,

the feature of which was that about one-fifth of the
whole debt remaining on the chureh bad been paid.
Nogn, N.S. —Realized about 390 at our Christmas
The junior
Sunday school scholars surprised their pastor with the
aift of a very easy chair for his stady on the same
We have sutfered severely from the hand of
death Iately. Twe brothers have been taken who
were foremost amoungst us in labour and liberality.
Both of them ship-masters; one diel at Java, the

. other at home, suddenly, his vessel i part veady te

We shall greatly miss them ;
our luss is theirgain.  Titey were older brothers of the
Rev. A. W Main, of Belleville. JoWL Caxe
Orrawa.—The annnal meeting of this church con-
gregation was hekd on January 21 The attendinee was
cood, and the proceedings characterized by the yreat-
est harmony. After the singing of the hymn com-
mencing ¢ Oh, happy day,” the pastor, Rev. J. Woud,
wha presided, led in prayer.  The report of the pastor
and deacons showerd a net incvease of fifteen tn the
membership, and general prosperity m the chuorch,
Sunday School and mssionary work.,  Phirty-four
new members had recently been added to the Sunday
School Temperance Society.  The financial statements

leave on the worrow,

. by the treasurers of the several funds were encouray-

ing, as. althouzh the year closed with a ~mall balance
against the church, the sum total of moneys raised for
all purposes had exceeded that of any previous year.
The amount conld not be stated with exactness, but
was in the neighbourhood of $2,060. The recent im-
provements in the lecture room wereall provided for.
About §100 had been raised for missions, 832 of
which had been received through the children’s mis-
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sionary boxes. About $S400 were now on hand, in ling its management. The church was well-filled at
the sinking fund, for the extinction of the debton the the platform meeting, which was rendered entertain-
parsonage. Altogether, the condition of the congre- § ing and instructive by the adwmirable gpeeches of the
gation was hopeful and satisfactory. After a pleasant {evening. The Rev. Thomas Hall fairly surpassed
hour of sacial chat the meeting closed with the dosol- | himself in his address, full of humour, controlled by
ogy and the benediction by the pastor. good judgment and spiritual carnestness. The Rev.

SrousFvILLE. —The annual meeting of the church; H. D. Powis left a very pleasant impression be-
was held on Tuesday afternoon, January 29. The hind him by his speeeh in which, while witty and
pastor, Rev. J. Unsworth, occupied the chair. Meet- | #0using, he also spoke words of soberness and power.

ing opened by singing and prayer, after which the
business of the meeting was begun.  The pastor sub-
mitted the names of six young women who had given
themselves to the Lord and asked to be received into
fellowship with the church ; on motion they were duly
received. The various officers of the church pre-
sented their reports, all of which showed the affairs of
the chureh to be in a very encouraging state. The
secretary of Organ Committee reported having re-
ceived per subscription the required amount to meet
the payment angd intorest due this year, being $112.
The superintendent of the Sunday school reported the
sch.ool to be in a flourishing condition. The church
secretary’s report shows : —Mewmbers received during
year, twenty-five ; Loss by death, two; dismissal,
three ; members now upon roll, 117. The Ladies’

Aid Society reported having raised the sum of 8117.78, |

The town ministers were all present, with one excep-
tion, {and he was detained by serious affliction), to
congratulare the church and pastor on the successful
work of the past year. The specially well-rendered
choruses of a most efficient choir contribated greatly
to the evening’s enjoyment. The pastor, Rev. C. E.
Gordon Smith, presided, and thus passed one of the
most pleasant, profitable, and encouraging anniversary
services held in the Congregational Church of this
town. February 3 was a special day with the child-
ren of the Sabbath.school. Tea was provided for
{ them in a most liberal manner, and under the diree-
tion of their superintendent, the Rev. G. A. Jameson,
and organist, Mr. Alexander, an excellent programme
was arranged of readings, songs, and recitations, solely
given by the scholars, to a good appreciative audience.
{We would add that accumulated financial difficulties

which they had expended in moving the large pipe- | just now ave the vnly discouragements, and a few con-
organ, kalsomining, varnishing, and otherwise beauti- | fributions to the funds may not only encourage but

fying the church. Treasurer of Missionary Fund ; avert ‘“the feather which breaks the camel's back.”

shows an increase in this branch of the work, having|$300 from outside friends would be welcome, aid
reised 344 this year. The church treasurer's report | Without auy danger of pauperizing. —Ep.]

was of the right kind, having received in all about{ TuE entertainment of the Stouffville Congregational
$700, paid ali liabilities of the year, and had a small | Sunday-school, held on New Year's eve, was well
balanee on hand.  The total amount raised from all attended, the church being crowded. The responsive
sources was about $1,100. After the receiving and 'readings, vecitations, dinlogues, and *‘The Seven

disposing of reports, the meeting passed a resolution,
which was carried unanimously, adding $100 per an-
num to the pastor’s salary. As this was done cheer-
fully, without solicitation, it showed their appreciation
of their pastor in a very pleasing and substantial man-
ner. After the election of officers, and the disposal
of other business, the meeting adjourned. At the

close of the business meeting, a social entertain-:

ment was held in the basement.  After the tea was
served, a very pleasant entertainment was provided.
Addresses by Revs. Willmott and Vansickle. A brief
summary of the year’s reports by the secretary, musie,
readings, etc., brought a very interesting and profi-
table annual meeting and social to a close.
STrATFORD.—On Febuary 1, the anniversary ser-
mons were preached by the Rev. H. D. Powis, of
Toronto, to good congregations, and were truly appre-
ciated. On Monday, the 2nd the annual teameet-
ing took place, which was very largely attended.
The tea, being served every way in a most satisfactory
manner, reflected much credit on the ladies control-

»

: Graces,” were very well rendered. The singing by
‘the scholars was good. Mr. Eck, secretary of the
ischool, read the anuual veport for the year ending
: December 31, 1884, as follows :—Balance from last
tyear, $33.07 ; collected from various sources, 8$63.54
‘total, S101.CL.  Expenditure—prize books, $41.22;
' regular expenses of the school, $48.83 ; total, $90.05,
leaving a balance on hand of $11.56. The total
; attendance at the school was 5,346, or an average atten-
“dance of 108 per Sunday. The number of verses re-
(cited was 7,103. Aiter the programme was con-
‘cluded, the prizes were distributed. An envelope
| was presented to the pastor, the Rev. J. Unsworth,
from the teachers of the school ; a bible to Mr. J. K.
Unaworth, from the chuarch, and a handsome music-
stand to Miss M. Ursworth, organist, from the mem-
bers of the church. The ladder was then unloaded of
its presents, and, after the doxology was sung, the
meeting dispersed. The proceeds of the ovening
were $19.80.

ToronzO, BonNp SrrEsr.— The printed annual
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statement of the finance committze of this church
shows a revenue of $9,395, which includes $1,009, the
proceceds of lectures delivered by Dr. Talmage. Two
thousand one hundred and sixty-six dollars have been
paid oft the church’s indebtedness, and a reduced rate
of inferest having been secured, the expenditure has
been correspondingly decreased. At the first com-
munion season of the year forty were admitted to the
fellowship of the church, and we believe the annual
meeting (of which no definite report has reached
us) was hearty and hopeful.

Toroxto, NortHERN.—The annual meeting of this
church was held on the evening of Janvary 28. The

fat things ; and at half-past six p.m. the older scholars
were entertained with feasting, after which they
entertained their parents and others with recitations
and songs. Prizes to the value of nearly 350 were
distributed. Rev. J. Salinon, of the Yorkville church,
addressed the school very happily. The entertain-
ment was appropriately closed by the presentation of
a purse to Mrs. Grey, organist, whose services in botiy
church and Sunday school services are given volun-

tarily. The annual festival of this church was
held on the evening of February 17. The several
reports of the Sabbath school secretary, church

secretary, church treasurer, and pastor were very

severe weather, much sickness and bercavements,lencoumgiug, all showing decided improvement dur.
made the meeting smaller than that of the former|ing the past year. The Sabbath school had in-
year. A slight net gain was reported in the member- creased twelve per cent., the church sixty-eight per
ship, sustained interest, harmony and hopefulness. |cent., and congregation in asimilar proportion. Tracts

An increase of ncarly two hundred dollars was re-
ported in collections made for denominational pur-
poses, the church finances show a trifling deficiency
though the ordinary revenue is in advance of last year,
the total sum raised for all purposes being $4,918.
ToroxTo, WesTeRN.—The annual financial state-
ment of this church is before us. The general ex-

are distributed every Sabbath in over 200 houses.
After the reports had been presented, a bountiful tea
was partaken of, and the very pleasant metting closed
by a few words of encouragement from the Rev. dJ.
Burton, B.D., of the Northern Church.

ToroxNTO, Z10N.—~The annual business meeting was
held on the 21st of January, the pastor {Rev. H. D.

penses appear well sustained. One thousand three | Powis) in the chair. After devotional exercises, the
hundred a.nd six dollars and fifty-nine cents is the reports for the past year were presented. First, the
afnf»lnt raised for :’.Il.purposes. This by the simple;mstor acknowledged the hearty co-operation he had
giving of the fellowship. Two hundred dollars have | pocoived at the hands of the office-bearers of the
been paid off the debt on the church building. Cer- | church, and the utmost cordiality which had existed
tainly though not aiming at great things, this church i hotween himself and the church and congregation
is steadily advancing. May it ever grow in faith, and | throughout the year, manifested in many ways, not the
love and material prosperity. The ninth annual social ' least being the addition of 8300 per annum to 1 is st
was held on Tuesday evening,Jan. 27. After justice had 'pend. The pastor further said : ¢ Wehave now scttled
beendone to the bountiful repast provided by the ladies, | gown into our new church home, and the novelty of
and & little social talking indulged in, the printed ’ newness having passed away, we are able to report an
financial report was taken in hand by the treasurer, | encouraging attendance upon the Sabbath serviees.
Mr. R. H. Flint, who comnmented upon and explained { The public worship of God tas been marked by a deep
several of its items. Short addresses were then given | solemmity, and there are good reasons to believe that
by Deacons Jackson and Roper and the Rev. Mr. !{Le seed which has been sown is springing up in many
Bullman, encouraging and strengthening the workers ' hearts.” During the year eight persons have been ad-
for the coming year. The pastor’s report of the!ded to the church membership, three by letter, and
church, and the superintendent’s of the Sunday- fﬁ\-e on profcssion ; seven received letters of transfer
school were next given, shewing both to be in a very “to other churches, the majority of these having left
healthy and prosperous condition. We pour out our '},0 city ; two have been removed by death, one was
heartfelt ‘gratitude to our Heavenly Father for the ' ge Rev. Edward Ebbs, whose saintly life and loving
many blessings He has vouchsafed us, buth temporal ,spirit won for him th- affection and e«teem of all who
and spiritual, and take them as an earnest of the.piow him. The vear has been a memorable one in
showers which He has promised shall be ours if we ¢, history of the chnrch, by reason of the completion
but prove faithful. The Rev. A. F. McGregor, B.A., ¢ ¢ fifty years since its establishment. Special services
delivered an interesting lecture entitled *“ The Hu-  ore held, extending over two Sabbaths, and were
man Voice, Its Magic and Its Might,” on Feb. 6. conducted by the Rev. Dr. E. B. Webb, pastor of
under the auspices of the Ladies’ Aid Society. : Shawmut Congregational Churck, Boston ; Rev. Dr.

ToroxTO, MoUNT Z1ox. —The annual festival of the - B D. Thomas, of Jarvis street Baptist Church, To-
Sabbath school was held on Tuesday, 10th February.  ronto, and by the pastor. The greatest interest was
At three p.m. the infant class, numbering ninety-tive, [taken in the proceedings and a sum of $1,300 was sub-
under the care of Mrs. Green, enjoyed their feast of { scribed as a thank-offering for the purpose of paying
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off a portion of the debt ; an effort is being made to
increase the amount to $2,500. The other reports
were received from the deacons, Church Secretary,
Church Treasurer, Ladies’ Aid Society, Young Ladies’
Visiting and Tract Distributing Society, the Sunday
School Superintendent and Treasurer, Fellowship
Fund, Benevolent Fund, Building and Interest Ac-
count and Sinking Fund, Young Men’s Reading-room,
and Foreign Missionary Collections. The total finan-
cial operations of the year amounting to $3,509, of
which £394 were for denominational objects. For
some time past the church has been considering the
desirability of making a change in regard to the elec-
tion of deacons, which hitherto was without limitation
as to the tenure of office. At the annual meeting the
plan of yearly elections was finally adopted, and was
subsequently put into practice. The annual social and
tea-meeting was held on the 4th of February, and was
well attended and enjoyable. After tea, the pastor
took the chair, and spoke works of welcome, and
called upon some of the young people, who contrib-
uted several selections of music and readings. The
Rev. John Burton, B.D., of the Northern Church,
made a capital speech. A printed summary of the
financial statements for the present year was distrib-
uted among those present and the meeting was closed
with prayer and the benediction.

YarmoutH, N. S.—The annual meeting of the con-
gregation of the Tabernacle Church was held during
January, and was wellattended.  Rev. Mr. Macintosh,
the pastor, occupied the chair. The treasurer’s re-
port was called for and on being read showed : Bal-
ance from 1883, $43.98 ; receipts from all sources,
$2,280.86 ; total, $2,32484. Expended for general
Church Fund, $1,831.95 ; Sunday School, $163.90;
Ladies’ Aid Society, $74 83 ; Home and Foreign Mis-
sions, $142.80 ; Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, $20.00 ;
poor of church, £36.00; balance to 1835, $36.16;
total $2,324.84. The general tone of the church is
reported as specially good, and our good friends are
to be heartily congratulated on their new and happy
pastoral relations. Under the energetic supervision
of its comparatively hew pastor (the Rev. William
Macintosh), very good work is being done in this
church. During the past two months eleven members
have been added, two by letter and nine on profession.
The Sunday school has increased about one-third
lately. The pastor's Bible-class and Wednesday
evening prayer-mectings are well attended and are
quite interesting. A valuable new chapel organ has
recently been purchased and placed in the school-room.
It is very desirable that more denominational work
should be done in this vicinity—the Yarmouath and
Chebogue churches being the only ones of our order
in the three Western Counties of the Province. In

Yarmouvth County especially there are many populous l

and intellient communities completely absorbed by
one or two denominations whose principles, we do not
believe, arv as beneficial to mankind as are our own.
This is the case simply because Congregational inter-
ests have not been pushed. The writer believes that
several Congregational Churches could be organized
in this country alone that would be a great blessing
to this part of Nova Scotia, had we the money and
men to do it. J.D.D.
WE cannot commend friends in general for the man-
ner in which church news issent to us. When itis
remembered that our editorship is simply a duty
placed upon us, and really not any more our duty
than the duty of any pastor, except from the simple fact
that here we are, pastors and churches should cer-
f tainly aid in filling up our columns, both by contribu-,
tion. of articles and of news. OQur printing arrange-
ments, forced upon us by economical considerations,
peremptorily close our columns on the 20th of each
month. This we announce, and yet we get notices,
e.g., on January 23, of the Belleville induction, by a
newspaper item of December 24 ; a report of Bond
Street Church, Toronto, appeared in our box on 21st
January, and anonymously at that, friends apparently
forgetting the oft repeated rule of journalism that
anonymous communications cannot be made use of,
and so we might go on to specify. Friends, dropusa
line occasionally, and in time, and lo not withhold
your nam« as though we were under suspicion. If
our melody could reach you, we would sing, on behalf
of our columns and their readers :
¢+ Now just a word for Jesus, your dearest friend so true,

Come, cheer our uearts, and tell us what He has done for
you.”

OBITUARY.

The First Congregational Church at Garafraxa has
recently experienced a loss in the decease of Mr.
Andrew Gerrie, sen., one of her oldest members and
senior deacon.

Mr. Gerrie was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in
1811. His parents were pious and belonged to the
Congregational way. Just one year this side lesal
manhood he experienced a change of heart, and began
at once to pray and work for the salvation of others.
' His own equals in age and those younger were the
"especial objects of his care, and to the very last his
"interest in young people continued unabated.

On his arr*-al in Canada, about forty years ago, he
passed on to wuelph, where he settled for two years,
‘and became a member of the young church there.
i Thence he moved to the then wilds of Garafraxa, and
lhis house became a centre, where gathered the set-
tlers at intervals for religious service by a Congre-
‘gational minister brought thither either from Guelph
or Eramosa.
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He was one of the original twenty-three who formed
the nucleus of the first Congregational Church in Gar-
afraxa—from which time he was present at her ser-
vices, prayed for her success, gave of his means for
the maintenance of her ministry, sorrowed with her
in her trials, rejoiced in her prosperity, and adornoed
with his pure life her growing membership.

His death, which occurred on January 31, was
preceded by an illness covering scarcely ten davs, He
was conscious to the last, and discussed freely of a
Saviour’s presence and love.  Hisanxiety, never small,
increased for the cternal well-being of others, and ear-
nest were his last entreaties for all about to meet him
in Heaven.

The nccrology of the month has yet to receive
another name —Mrs Goorge W. Gerrie, wife of an-
other deacon of the First Church, Garafraxa, also an
old and respected member.

Mzrs. Gerrie was born in the Parish of Culdsalmond,
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, towards the close of the first
quarter of the century. -In carly life she joined the
Free Presbyterian Church ; but not till some years
later, on the occasion of the sudden death of a
brother, did she experience vital religion. With the
rest of her family she came to this country—the father
dying on the passage out.

A little more than thirty years ago, she was united
in matrimony with Mr. George W. Gerrie, and became
the mother of five boys and a daughter, all of whom
are living, and two of them students in our college.

Both as wife and mother, she gave evidence of that
full possession Christianity had obtained of her soul.

GHfficial Y3)otices,

CeNTRAL  AssociatioN.—The Central Aesociation
wili meet in the Western Church, Toronto, on April
21, The programme will appear in April number.

J. J. HiNoLey, Secretury.

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION.

Thisassociation will hold its next meeting in Guelph,
on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 24 and 25, com-
mencing on Tuesday, at half-past two p.m. The
sermon will be preached by Rev. Dr. Gunner, of Lis-
towel, on Tuesday evening.

The following papers will be read and discussed : -
“Home and Church Life, how Related, and How
Best to Make Them Mutually Helpful,” by Rev. W.
Wetherald ; ¢ Incidents and Experiences in Our Early
Missionary Work in Ontario, and the Lessons We
May Learn From Them,” by Rev. W. H. Allworth;
¢ QOur Spiritual Forees,” by Rev. C. Pedley.; * How
the Pew ‘May Help the Pulpit,” by Rev. J. Morton;
‘“The Utilization of Church Power,” by Rev. C. E.
Gordon Smith.

Should time permit, the following subjects will also
be discussed :—Foreign Missions ; Our College ; What
Ought to be Discussed at the approaching ¢ Union
Meeting” ?

Ministers and delegates are requested to forward
their names without delay to D. McGregor, Guelph.

It is expected the Grand Trunk Railway will grant
return tickets at reduced-fare-rates. A full meeting is

In the first relation proving herselfa true ““ helpmeet,” Jexpected. Platform addresses will be delivered on

and in the second giving freely of her strength and ! Wednesday evening.

knowledge and prayers that her children might be
happy and useful in this world and also in the world
to cume.

As a member of the church, while taking an interest
in church aflairs generally, her interest only reached
its most intense point when enquiring souls were
found in the midst of the congregation.

Her death, though preceded by severe pain for
several days, was met by no murmuring. The Holy
Spirit lifted her thoughts upward, so that in the
midst of suffering, she talked of the house of many
mansions, and her complete surrender to the Divine
will, repeating at intervals, “I am ready to go or
stay, just as the Lord wills.” J.C. B.

CHiuI has disregarded the Roman Catholic religion
as the religion of the state, and has announced perfect
liberty to all forms of the Christian faith. The oath
of the President, at his accession to oftice, no longer
binds him to the support of the ‘ Roman Catholic
Apostolic Religion.”

D. McGREGOR.

Guelph, Feb. 19, 1885, Secretary.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

Subscriptions received since last acknowledgment:
Waterville Ladies’ Missionary Society. $15.75 ; Man-
chester, N.S., $3; Alton, Ont., $15.61; North
Erin, $3.74 ; Brockville, collected by Rev. Thos. Hall,
$10; Zion Church, Chebogue, N. 8., $36 ; Northern
Church, Toronto (on accountof 1885),$50 ; Martintown,
827.18 ; Maxville, 836; Danville, P. Q., $63 ; Econ-
amy, N. 8., §30.23; Congregational Union of N. S.
and N. B., $126; Hamilton Congregational Sabbath
School, $10; also from Hamilton church for St.
Thomas, $20. B. W. RoBertsox,

Kingston, Feb. 19, 1885, Treasurer.

THE surest method of arriving at a knowledge of
God’s cternal purposes about us is to be found in the
right use of the present moment. Each hour comes
with some little fagot of God’s will fastened upon its
back.—F. W. Faber.



THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

89

@Mission JMotes.

The Sangi or Sangir islands are a narrow chain of
some soventy islands, large and small, running north
and south betweeu Menado, the north-east point of
Celebes, and the Philippine Islands, and containinga
population of about 86,000. They are divided intosix
principalities, which are governed by their several
rajahs under the general jurisdiction of the Dutch
government and the residency of Menado. The people
were heathen in the tifteenth century, received a su-
perficial Mohammedan cultus in the sixteenth century ;
then fell under the rule of the Portuguese, who intro-
duced Roman Catholicism, and finally became a part
of the possessions of the Netherlands. They were
visited by a Dutch missionary in 1856, and he recom-
mended them to his Christian countrymen as suitable
gubjects for missionary effort. He had, however,
been anticipated by Gossner’s missionaries, four of
whom had entered the islands in 1855, and founded
in them missions, which have continued and flourished
until the present time. Three of these missions were
placed on the principal island, Sangibesar, one of them
having out-stations on three of the adjoining islands,
while a fourth mission, having its chief station on the
Island of Tagulandang, includes a considerable num-
ber of the Southern islands of the group, with a popu-
lation of 30,000 souls, 5,500 of whom are baptized
Christians, and more than 600 communicants. At the
end of 1883, Missionary Kelling reported 146 addi-
tional baptismns and sixty-five admitted to the com-
munion. Within his district are eight governmnent
schools and fifteen mission schools ; and the Gospel is
regularly preached by Kelling and his island helpers
in twenty-one towns. The missionary has completed
the translation of the Heidelberg Catechism and the
New Testament into the Sangi language, and is now
engaged upon the Old Testament, of which he has the
Psalms ready for the press. An official report of the

schools of the island, recently published, speaksof the !

educational system as flourishing, and ascr.b-s its ad-
vancement wholly to the missionaries. The details
of the other three missions in these islands are not
given in the report, but it is shown in them that the
number of Christians in the group exceeds 20,000,
and that there are twenty-five government schools
and twenty-two mission schools. A few of the native-
born school-masters have attended the Seminary at
Tondano in Celebes, and four young Sangirese are
studying for the ministry at the Seminary in Depok.

It cost our Government $1,848,000 to support 2,200
Dakuta Indians during seven years of their savage
life ; after they were Christianized it cost $120,000
for the same length of time.

Jeriterary XR)otices.

Tue Century for March comes headed, ¢ First
edition 190,000,” which tells its owa tale. The num-
ber reveals the secret of the success which has been
earned. American, it is also cosmopolitan. The
Soudan is treated on by master pen and pencil, the
astronomical series just completed by an article, pro-
fusely illustrated, on the planets and, the moon, de-
lights alike the scientist and the toiler along life’s
path of struggle, while the many lighter papers and
Bric-a-brac afford recreation during the weary hour.
St. Nicholas comes second only to its companion, nay
equal in its own special field.

“In Arrer Years.” By the author of ¢ Through
the Winter ” and ¢ On the Way Home.” 12mo, cloth,
pp- 408. Price $1.50. Published by the American
Sunday-School Union. *In After Years” cannot fail
to become as popular as its prodecessors. It is a very
pleasant feature of the story that we again meet with
old acquaintances. Indeed, it is in reality a sequel to
‘“'Through the Winter.” One of the characters be-
comes a Sunday-school missionary, and many of the
details are taken from notes of active work supplied
by the society’s missionaries, which the author has
woven together into a plot of her own conception.
The young missicnary, though gifted with unusual
talents and high culture, by which he could not fail to
win dishinction, cheerfully gives up all idea of such a
future to respond to the call for help coming from
the Great West. In a lonely log-cabin he mects with
Pansy Keith, a bright and most interesting child, who,,
amid the other rude inmates of the cabin, appears
| ““like a calla lily in a bed of cabbages.” He gives the
\ bread of life to the hungry little soul, and is also the
| means of placing her in surroundings better suited to
! her delicate and eager mnature. The interest of the
§ hook centres upon these two, but there are others who
! also receive a large share of it. The characters are
| all clearly and sharply drawn, and consistent through-
out, and a keen interest is excited from the very start
and sustained to the end of the book. Above all the
reader feels that he is breathing a pure religious
atmosphere and being instructed by clear and decided
spiritual thought. No one can rise from a perusal of
this book without being more than ever impressed
with the beauty of a Christian life, and without being
strongly persuaded more closely to follow the Divine
Master.

A TEMPERANCE reform is in progress in Troy, N. Y.,
where over 2,000 men have recently signed the pledge.
The saloon-keepers are appalled, and only 125 have
taken out licences ; last year liquor was sold in 780
places.
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WHO 158 MY NEIGHBOUR ?
I'm not a growu-up woman ;

I'm ouly twalve years old ;
But that I have a neighbour,

1 never need be told.

I go to ohurch on Sundays,
And hear good people say

That wo must love our neighbours,
And help thom every day.

1 hear it from the pulpit,
And sometimes from the pows;
But, though 1 do not know muech,
To me thtt isn't nows,

I'vo loved my little neighbour,
How long 1 couldn't teil.

‘When she 18 sick, I chicer her,
Aud help to make her well;

And when she’s poor—that's always—
I give hor protty olothos ;

Sho likes thom—just as I do—
As, by her smiles, sho shows.

I givo her handsome dolls, too,
All dressed up nice and fine.
Why, if Ididu't do it,
I couldn't play with mine!

Yor I would be unhappy,
In knowing she had none,
Aund then I would be wishing,
Myszelf, I hadn’t one.

I share with her my pleasuros ;
Dear papa says I may ;

But, ob ! it is so pleasant
To give good things away.

Her name—my little neighbour's—
Is just as sweet as she ;

But I'll not let it out now ;
"T'would be unkind in me,

For it might hurt her feelings ;
And wowidn ¢ it be sad

To grieve my little neighbour
Whom I have made so glad ?

To find her—I will tell you-—
I haven't {ar to go,

For she lives ‘round tbe corner,
And that's close by, you know.

Oh! I have just been thinking
—1 wonder if it's so—
That none who want a neighbour
Have very far to go.
—Rosalie Vanderwater, in N. Y. Independent,

CNEIUER AN ENCOURAGING IFORD.?

“ He never speaks an encouraging word 1o us,” said
a servanmt of Mr. Towne. *1Is that s0? “You may
try your life out to please him, and he never speaks an
encouraging word. It is life under the harrow there,
and P've left.”

His children cannot leave home.  He has two boys,
They are sometimes at work in the garden, pulling up
weeds, cutting the grass, making martin houses and
windmills.  They put no heart in their work ; it is duil
and spivitless.  They are for ever haunted with o
‘ furtive fear.  Try as they may, and tey they do, their
i

father never encourages them.  Nothing but a dismal
drizzle of fault-finding falls from his hips. A soung
{ scolding, a genwne cufing when they deserve it and
| children know they deserve it sometimes  like a
thunderstorm, purities the air and make everything the
better and brighter. Then the clouds clear away,
and the gladdest sunshine follows. “That is not M.
Towne's way,  He is never thunder and lightaing and
over ity not he s but a perpetual drvizzle, damp, dk

murky.  Nothing pleases, nothing suits him. Putting
his eye on his boy is a mark of ill-favowr,  Evary

child dreads his gase, shuns it is i1l at case, awkwand,
squirming, until 1t wriggles out of the way and is gone.
There are no glad voices in his presence s no out
spaken, frank, honest utterances ; only hesitation,
inconsequence, self-contradiction ; for fear always bhe-
clouds the brightest mind and the simplest hearts.

“There is no use telling it before father,” the boys
say in bringing home a bit of news or a tale of an
adventure.

But, waist of all; *“ There is no use in trying,” as
i they oftensay.  And the disheartenment will presently
merge into indifference, possibly into something more
active. They will runaway.  Evil “speaks pleasantly,”
at least, and many a young person has turned from
home and sought other companions for vo other
reason.  The heart, with all its warm impulses, and
with themits sense of shortcoming and incompleteness
needs enlargement,—must have it in order to grow
strong.

*“Not one encouraging word {rom father!”
boys! Bridget can Icave, they cannot.

Nor can his wife leave. Poor woman! Sheis a
brave woman, too.  What a hopeful smile she often
wears. It is because she will bear up ; and smile she
must, an answering smile to the love of friends, the
courtesy of society, the beauty of tlower and grass, and
the slant sunshine through the trees.  But there is no
joy within.  Home is a joyless spot; for her most
careful housewifery there is never an encouraging
word : for the taste and grace with which she tries to
make home attractive, there is never an encouraging
word. To her love, her devotion, ber painstaking,
her sweet solicitudes to please, there is never an en-
couraging word.  The glance of her husband’s c¢ye
only takes in what happens to offend ; the word of lus
mouth only expresses what he finds, and those are
faults, spots, something forgotten or overlooked. She
dreads him, she fears him, she shrinks from him.
There is no freedom or sunshine in his presence.
Perhaps in her yearning woman’s heart she has longed
for his return, forgetting in his absence the small
tyranmny of his exacting spivit ; but the thrill of his
coming is soon deadened—* no encouraging words 5
and she silently slips out of his sight to swallow her
- disappointment and heart-breaking alone.

There is a sense of misery in the house which no
stranger can detecu; perhaps this is too positively
cxpressed ; it is rather an absence of joy, everything
. spontancous and cheerful and glad held in check. A
! minor tone runs through the family lifc, depressing to

Poor
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every one.  The prints of an iron hand arc on cvery
heart, .

“ Never a word 1o encourage ! slipped unawares
from her lips ane day. It does not seem mnuch 5 but
who that has felt it does not know that it is the secret
of many a joyless childhood, many a broken spirit,
Lamily Fricnd.

¢ hildren’s ¢Gforner.

o V()NI' T0O MAKE?”

“ I am sorry to hear,” said a local preacher io
a gardener in Yorkshire, “that you have lost
your son.”

“ Yes, indeed,” replied the man;
"

Yt is quite
true,

The visitor went on to sy, 1 hope he had
made his peace with God.”

“ None to make,” was the roply.

The visitor, thinking the man did not under-
gtand him, repeated, “T hope he made his peace
with God.”

“ None to make,” again replied the garderer,

“\What do you say ?’

“ None to meke,” was the man’s reply once
more.

“ What do you mean ¥’ the other asked.

“ None to make,” was all he could get from the
goardener.

This question was repeated several times, and
always brought from the man the same answer,
So his friend left him, no doubt thinking him a
dark and ignorant person. However, the mau
with his rake on his shoulder soon followed, and
coming up with him, said,—

“What were you saying, sir, just now about my
son?”

*f was saying that I hoped he had made his
peace with God.”

“«Well, T say he’d none to make.”

At last, the gardener explained himself and said :

“ What did Jesus Christ say upon the cross?
Did he not say, ¢ It is finished " ¢”

¢« Ah,” said his friend, *‘you are right, you are
right. ‘1t is finished.” He had none to make.”

|Scripture than the fact that Christ bas ¢ made’
peace by the blood of His cross” (Col i. 20), snd:

INDEPENDENT. 01

that whosoover bolioveth in Ilim, now risen and
agcended, has penco with God,

Tho cross of Christ, is then, the true and only
rground of peacs ; and it tells us of ponce made, as

i tho resurrection and ascension of Christ bhonr wit-

nesy.  Thoe enjoyment of this penco is connected
with our simply taking this ground in faith before

Gad.

A WORD TO T'UHE BOYS.

Ashamed of work, boys—-good,
work ?

hard, honest
Then 1 am ashamed of you—ashamed
that you know so little about great men.

Open your Roman history now, and read of
Cincinnatus.  On the day on which they wanted
to muke him dictator, where did they find him?
In the field plowing.

What about Marcus Curius, who drove Pyrrhus
out of Italy? Look him up; you will find him
busy on his little farm.

The great Cato-—you have surcly heard of him
—how he rose to all honours of the Roman State;
yet he was often seen at work in the field with the
slaves. Scipio Africanus, who conquered anni-
bal and won Carthage for Rome, was not ashamed
to lahour on his farin,

Lucretiz, one of the noblest of Roman matrons,
might have been seen many a day spinning among
her maidens.

Better, even, than the example of noble Romans
iy the advice of the wise man: “ Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” Better
than this, even, are the benutiful New Testament
words : ¢ Not slothful in business, fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord.” There! after this you will
feel ashamed not to work.

THE STORY OF A HINDU GIRL.

Miss Phebe Rowe writes from Pithoragarh
of a poor Hindu girl in one of the villages of

i Hira lived in a small but very wicked village.

| Mrs. Gray, the dear misgionary, persuaded the
And surely nothing is more plainly set forth in

India :

_parents to send their girl to school.  She hecame
a regular attendant, and learned to sing and pray
| to Jesus, the children’s Friend.

acccomplished such a work of eternal 1edemptlon’ It was her earnest desire to come into the
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Christian boarding-school, but the parents opposed ‘ heard him talk loudly, but he never used slang or
it. The girl waited patiently, but with a longing | said anything coarse—and we shall always re.

heart.

Three weeks ago she became very ill. Her
purents did all they could, but she daily grew
worse.

Hira lay on some straw day and night, tossing
restlessly in a high fever, and even then her one
desire was to be carried to the school.

One day she said to her father, “Will you make
me a promise and keep it faithfully ¥ The old
man assented, and the girl lifting her black eyes
to him, said, *“ After I die, do not take me to the
bank where Hindus are burned, but carry me to
the Christians, and let them bury me.”

When all hope of life was given up, the girl
was brought to the mission. She was bathed,
dressed, and laid in a clean, quiet room. Day and
night she was watched and nursed. When for a
few minutes relieved of pain, she would say, * I
never will leave you.” When asked why she de-
sired to stay, she said, “I have given myself to
Jesus.”

Contrary to all expectations, she gradually im-
proved, and is now almost well. Last weck her
mother came and cried, beseeching her to go home
to them. Hira’s tears rolled down her cheeks,
and the agitation of her little heart caused her
weak frame to tremble, but she firmly refused to
leave the people of her choice. Now she is one of
our girls, and is happy the live-long day.

USE GOOD LANGUAGE.

The expression ¢ More forcible than polite,” .
is descriptive of something a person very much
in earnest has said; but it need not imply
that one cannot be in his language both forcible
aud polite at the same time. We knew a man for |
years who always used correct language, and
talked *like a gentleman” even under excitement.
More than once or twice we saw him angry, and |

member his flashes of vocal emphasis as examples
of the tremendous vigour of good plain English.
It was simgply the result of habit with that man,
in his youth he had learned to speak well, and the
culture made it *“second nature” with him!to do
so. The slang of the street is sometimes very
forcible, but those who think strcet arab talk ne-
cessary to sharpen an expregsion or drive home o
meaning should learn better by reading the speeches
of such men as Demosthenes, Cicero, Gladstone,
and the best writers. No one can charge their
language with lack of force and vigour, and yet it
never parts with its elegance.

Young people should acquire the habit of cor-
rect speaking and writing, and bandon, as early
as possible, the use of slang words and phrases.
The longer you put thi~ off, the more difficult the
acquirement of correct ianguage will be; and if
the golden age of youth, the proper season for the
acquisition of language, be passed in its use, the
unfortunate victim will most probably be doomed
to talk slang for life. You have merely to use
the language which you read, instead of the slang
which you hear, to form a taste in agreement with
the hest speakers and the poets in the country.

ITTLE SINS.

You make light of them now, but they are
notv to be trifled with ; they creep on so steal-
stealthily that you scarcely notice them ; hy-and-
bye you will find it impossible to turn them out.
I think of the Indian story of the tiny dwarf, who
asked the king to give him all the ground he could
cover with three strides. The king seeing him so
small, said “ certainly.” Whereupon the dwarf
suddenly shot up into a huge giant, covered all
the land with the first stride, all the water with
the second, and with the third knocked the king
down and then took his throne.

NOTICE.

Tre CaNADIAN INDEPENDENT, published monthly, will
for one doilar per annum.
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of Church News.
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