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“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Gates.”

BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER.

Lift up your heads to-day, ye gates,
Lift up your heads to-day !

The King of Glory comes again,
His feet shall pass this way.

Oh, late we saw Him crowned with

thorns,

We saw him crucified !

But on this morn of hallowed morns
Let none our King deride.

Lift up your heads, ye gates of brass!
Make room ! all hearts of men !

For He, who bowed in death for you,
Is now alive again.

Oh, late we laid him in the tomb,
And at its door a stone !

He rose and rifted all that gloom,
And conquered death alone.

Lift up your heads, ye iron gates !
That hide earth’s gathered dead ;

Beneath your sullen arches he
Steps with the victor’s tread !

The countless armies . the saved
With broken fetters come.

The King of life whose death has braved,
Leads all its captives home.

Lift up your hearts, ye gates of time ?
Through all the lasting years

No other King so vanquished hath
Your change and toil and tears.

The gates of time before him ope,
Who in the final strife

For every soul wins endless hope
And pledges endless life,

Lift up your heads, ye gates of pear] !
The saints, a radiant throng,

March on with Christ, the Risen One,
They march with shout and song.

“ Lift up your heads,” all angels ery,
They strike exulting chords,

The King of kings who passes by
On earth is Lord of lords,

Lift up your heads, ye gates, to-day !
Yea, lift them up in pride,

The King of glory comes this way,
Who late was crucified.

For men he bore the nall, the thorn,
For men he comes with power ;
All heaven is glad this Baster morn,

In this, Love's crowning hour,
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Improvement In Banner.

UR friends cannot fail to have re-
marked the great improvement in
the lesson notes of The Sunday

School Banner during the current year.
These notes are much more full and
varied than they ever were before. The
numerous cross references make the aif-
ferent sections much more available for
teaching. We have had many testi-
monials of the high appreciation of the
improved quality of The Banner. Some
writers go so far as to say they don’t
see how it could be further improved.
Nevertheless, we hope to make from
time to time still further improvements
as experience dictates and opportunity
permits. This very number marks a still
further improvement. Our readers will
observe that instead of the ordinary
sixty-four pages which we promise, this

SUNDAY SCHOOL bANNER,

number contains seventy-two pages, an
addition of one-eighth to the size of the
periodical.  Although this costs us a
good deal more, yet we are determined
that no extra expense shall prevent us
from making this Sunday Scbool maga-
zine the very best Sunday School help for
our teachers that we can prepare.

The teacher’s work is a great and noble
one, and needs every assistance that can
be given it. Our church does not realize
the immense debt of obligation under
which it lies to the faithful, devoted,
painstaking teachers in our schools.
Statistics show that by far the larger
proportion of the additions to the church
come to it through the Sunday School.
We urge our teachers to make this the
subject of primary importance. Put
first things first. A knowledge of the
geography and history and even theology
of the lessons is all very well in its
place, but most important of all is their
evangelistic purpose, their  soul-saving
power. We are glad to know that not
merely at New Year's and at Haster are
Decision Days appointed, but that con-
tinuous revival efforts are made in many
of our schools, and that multitudes are
being brought into the kingdom and
trained in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.

Book Review.

—

“ Methodist Union.” By Willlam Wak-
inshaw. Price, one penny. (Roch-
dale: “Joyful News” Book Depot.
Toronto : William Briggs.)

This little pamphlet is a pointed and
vigorous plea for the union of the vari-
ous Methodist bodies in England. That
there is an increasing need of such union
even in England, where there is no
“ Great West problem,” is clearly proven.
The writer does not believe, however, that
the leading ministers have the cause as
zealously at heart as they should. There
are also messages of cheer from the seven
churches of English Methodism.

For Order of Services, Second Quarter,
see third page of cover. C
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

INTERNATIONAL
BIBLE LESSONS

SECOND QUARTER : STUDIES IN THE WRITINGS OF JOHN

LESSON 1. Jesus the Good Shepherd

[April 2

GOLDEN TEXT. I am the good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
John 10, 11,

AUTHORIZED VERSION

[Study also verses 1-6. Read Psa. 23; Isa.
40, 10, 11; John 10. 1-42]

John 10. 7-18. [Commit to memory verses
7 Then said Je'sus "unto them again, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, 1 am the door of the

sheep.

8 All that ever came before me are thieves
and robbers : but the sheep did not hear them.

9 I am the door :,bdy me if an‘y man enter in,
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and
find pasture.

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have ¢
more abundantly.

11 1 am the !ood shepherd: the good shep-
herd gliiveth his life for the sheep.

12 But he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth
the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and
fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scat-
tereth the sheer.

13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hire-
ling, and careth not for the sheep.

14 1 am the good shepherd, and %now my

s the Father knoweth me, even 80 know
ather: and 1 lay down my life for the

ahc?. and am known of mine.
the ¥

I the
sheep,
16 And other sheep I have, which are not of

. ¢ this fold: them also I must brin , and they

shall hear my voice; and there shall be one
fold, and one she(rherd.

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, be-
cause I la) down my life, that I might take it
again.

18 No mau taketh it from me, but I lay it
down of myself. I have power to lay it down,
and I have power to take it again. This com-
mandment have I received of my Father.

Time.—October, A. D. 20. Place.—In or
near the temple, Jerusalem.
Home Readings
M. Jesus the Good Shepherd. John 10. 1-18.
Tu. Safety of the sheep. John 10. 19-30.
W. False shepherds, Ezek, 34. 1-10,

Revisep Version®

7 Jesus therefore said unto them again,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door
of the sheep. 8 All that came before me are
thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear
them. 9 I am the door; by me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and
go out, and shall find pasture. 10 The thief
cometh not, but that he may steal, and kill, and
destroy: I came that they may have life, and
may have it abundantly. 11 I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his
life for the sheep. 12 He that is a hireling,
and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the
the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth
them, and scattereth them: 13 he flecth because
he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep.
14 I am the good shepherd; and I know mine
own, and mine own know me, 15 even as the
Father knoweth me, and I know the Father;
and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And
other sheep ~ “ ve, which are not of this fold:
them also ! wust bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and they shall become one flock, one
shepherd. 17 Therefore doth the Father love
me, because I lay down my life, that I may
take it again. 18 No one taketh it away from
me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment received I from my
Father.

Th. Rescue of the flock. BEzek. 34. 11-19.
F. A brave shepherd. 1 Sam. 17. 26-37.
8. Seeking the lost. Matt. 18. 10-14.
§. “My Shepherd.” Psa. 23.

.m " i
.mwvm copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
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The Lesson Hymns.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 81.

TR e e

Tand qu —
enod from the dead.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 263.
Hark ! 'tis the She Iherd 's voice I hear,
Out in the desert rear,
Calling the lambs who've gone astray
Far from the Shepherd's fold away.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 153.

Thou Shepherd of Israel, and mine,
The joy and desire of my heart,
For closer communion I pine.

Questions for Senior Scholars

Introduction (v. 1-6).—What work of heal-
ing had Jesus performed shortly before he told
this parable? What sort of spiritual lerders
had Jesus declared the Pharisees to be? What
can you tell concerning an Oriental sheepfold?
What sort of persons does Jesus declare those
to be who climb into the sheepfold? Who is he
who enters by the door? Ilow do the sheep
regard the shepherd? Ilow do they regard “a
stranger”? What lessons may we learn from
this concerning odr relations to our spiritual
instructors? Why cculd not the Pharisees un-
derstand ‘“‘the things he spake unto them”?

1. The Allegory of the Door (v. T7-10).—
What does “came before me” mean? Were
Isaiah and John the Baptist “thieves”? Were

honest seekers of truth, like Socrates, “rob-
bers”? But how would Christ class teachers
who in the full light of the gospel day antago-
nize him? How can “any man” be saved?
What spiritual truth is taught by the phra:e
“shall find pasture”?

2. The Allegory of the Good Shepherd
(v. 11-13).—For what does the thief come?
For what did Christ come?

8. The Allegories Eaplained (v. 14-18).-—
Who is “the Good Shepherd”? To what divine
relationship does Jesus compare the intimacy
of the “Good Shepherd” and his sheep in verses
14, 15?7 What other sheep has Jesus? What
true bond of union is there_between all Chris-
tians?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The Door of the Sheepfold (v. 7-10).—
What parable had Jesus just spoken to the
people? Did the people know anything about
the care of sheep? To what did Jesus compare
himself? Whom did Jesus mean by “thieves
and robbers”? Did his sheep hear them?
Whom does Jesus mean by “the sheep”? What
kind of life did Jesus bring?

2. The Good Shepherd and the Father

(v. 11-18).—How did Jesus describe the good
shepherd? To what canger were the sheep
exposed? How does the good shepherd differ
from the hireling? What reason does Jesus
give for the love of the Father? What does he
mean by saying that he would take up his life
again? What power did Jesus have over his
life? What commandment had he received
from the Father?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Where was Jesus teaching? What did he
see, perhaps? What kind of a lesson would
this be? Who could alone explain the picture?
How do the sheep enter the fold? What does
the sheepfold stand for? Who is the door? Is
there any other way to enter? What shall we
do to enter the true church, which we cannot

see? Go first to Christ, the door. Can you see
the real church? Why? What can you see?
How are we saved? What does the Good
Shepherd do for his sheep? What are you? %
The lambs of his flock. What would a hireling
shepherd do? What has the Good Shepherd
promised to his people everywhere?

Library References

Tue Goop SuePHERD.—The books on the
twenty-third psalm, especially that of F. B.
Meyer, and also M. R. Vincent's Gates into the
Psalm Country, are suggestive. Also Stanley,
Christian Institutions, p. 281; Liddon, H. P,,
Easter Sermons, vol, ii, p. 131.

Sueenerp Lire IN THE EAsT.~Trumbull,
Studies in Oriental Social Life. Tristram,
Eastern Customs in Bible Lands, pp, 109-120,

Dods, John, vol. i, pp. 319-334. Geikie, Hours
with the Bible, vol. vi, p. 169. Knight, W. A,,
Song of the Syrian Guest. Baldwin, Josephine
L., Shepherd Psalm for Children.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 7.~The Preacher’s Magazine, 1895, p.
337, The Expositor, Third Series, vol, viii, p,
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330. Verse 9.—Beecher, H. W., Sermons, vol.
i, p. 269, The Homiletic Review, vol. xix, p.
247 vol. xxv, D 239, Verse 10.—Meyer, F. B.,
Saved and Kept, p. 89. The Homiletic Review,
vol. xxi, p. 132; vol. xxxiv, p. 124; vol. xxxvi,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

p. 827. Verse 11.—Liddon, H. P., Sermons,
vol. iv, No. 1138. Hamline, L. L., Works, vol.
ii, p. 184, Verse 14.—Banks, L. A., Christ and
His Friends, p. 287. Verse 16.—The Homiletic
Review, vol. xx, p. 513.

The Lesson Statement

In this lesson passage the Lord Jesus pre-
cnts himself as the Saviour of souls, first by
means of two beautiful figures of speech, and
then without figures.

1. The Saviour Presented as the Door of the
Sheep (verses 7-10).

That human souls should be likened to sheep
is natural. They are dependent; they timidly
huddle together, and follow almost any leader-
ship: they need shepherding and fo'ding, salva-
tion from danger and constant providence. All
these blessings our Lord provides for us, We
expect him to say, “I am the Good Shepherd,”
but are a little surprised by his earlier statement,
“] am the Door of the sheep.” He might have
said, 1 am the Fold; that would have included
many comforting truths, but it would have
omitted some of the most beautiful details of
his present teaching. He might have said, 1
am the Wall, but he is much more than merely
our defense. He is in the fullest sense the
means of our salvation. Through him, as
through a door, we are to be saved. He is him-
self our security and our life. Throughk him
we are to go out as well as in; all our resources
are in him. Evil men would steal and kill and
destroy, but we need not fear that through the
Door any thiéves or robbers can enter. For
ours is a living Door. In Palestine at the close
of day the shepherd stands in the sheepfold
door. He turns his body so as to let the
sheep pass in one by one, and himself becomes

a veritable door. In his hand is a horn filled
with olive oil and cedar tar with which he
“anoints” the bruised ones. With a large two-
handled cup which “runneth over” he dips up
water and permits each weary sheep to drink.
He has a “rod” or “staff”” with which he holds
back the sheep as he examines them while they
nlowlg‘ pass into the fold. In the early morn-
ing this shepherd, again ncting as the door, lets
the sheep out one by one. Ih this living door
is all safety, all grovislon. all opportunity—a
wonderful image of what our Lord does for us.

11. The Saviour Presented as the Good Shep-
herd (verses 11-14).

He cares for his sheep, and provides fodder
in the fold and pasture in the field. He even
gives his life for the sheep's salvation. All
this he does for love, not for mere hiring.
hireling will work for money till danger
threatens his life, but he cares more for life
than he does even for money. But the Good
Shepherd cares more for his sheep than he does

»

for his life. He knows his sheep and is known
of them: he calls them, and they distinguish
his voice and his whistles from all others. In
the morning he leads them out from the fold,
and his care is many-sided. The “green
pastures” provide nourishment and rest. Most
of the streams of Palestine are too turbulent
for the use of timid sheep; so the shepherd
seeks wells or fountains or cisterns near which
he provides drinking troughs from which the
gheep may drink of “still waters” undisturbed.
(So we are promised that in the heavenly world
He who sits on the throne shall be the Shep-
herd of happy souls, and shall lead them unto
“fountains of waters of life.””) When silly
sheep forget the shepherd and “wander astray”
he “restores them when wandering.” He chooses
right paths for them, the “paths of righteous-
ness”; and when the providential way is be
clouded and rough and leads throuvgh “the val-
ley of the shadow of death,” the shepherd is so
near that the sheep mever fear. He defends
them against wild beasts and wandering
thieves, and his crook is their “rod” and their
wgtaff.” The Oriental sheep cuddle near their
shepherd and are comforted by his presence, and
the safe feeding places which he provides for
them are as ‘‘tables spread” in the “presence of
enemies.” (Knight's “Song of the Syrian
Guest.,”) By these beautiful figures our Lord
brings to oir attention his loving care for us.

111. The Saviour Presented Without Figures
of Speech (verses 15-18).

And now by direct statement the Son of God
and the Son of man presents himself as our
Saviour, He fully comprehends God, as God
comprehends him. He lays down his life for
the whole world—not for ancient Jews only,
not for modern Methodists only, not for nominal
Christians only, but for all. Going back to his
veiled figure he tells us of other sheep, not of
this fold. Remember, it is not we who recognize
his sheep. Jesus knows his true sheep wherever
they are, and sooner or later they all hear his
voice and recognize and follow him. Observe
the change made by the Revision in the last
part of verse 16 from “fold” to “flock.” There
shall not necessarily be one fold, but shall
necessarily be one flock ; a unity of purpose and
faith and goodness, not necessarily a unity of
organization: ‘“one shepherd” also there shal
be—the Lord Jesus Christ. In the sacrifice of
his life for the sins of the world the Lord Jesus
shows his perfect love, It is a willing sacrifice,

2
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The Lesson Word Studies

Note.—The Word Studies for this lesson are based on the text of the Revised Version.

A SEQuEL.-—~The discourse of Jesus concerning himself as the Good Shepherd came as a sequel to his
healing the man born blind (see lesson for March 19), The cure had been wrought on a Sabbath day, and
had thus afforded to “the Jews' a pretext for violently antagonizing Jesus. When, therefore, the man
whose sight had been restored courageously testified for his benefactor and refused to deny him, the Jews
turned against this man also and cast him out of the synagogue, that is, excommunicated him, Jesus,
hearing of this, sought out the man and encouraged him to clingin faith to the SBon of God. At
this point the Pharisees again intrude with their presence, whereupon Jesus takes the opportunity to
declare that he alone, and not the officers of a Jewish synagogue or anyone else, had power to admit to, or

exclude from, the company of God’s chosen people.

This truth he clothes in the form of a parable, in which

he speaks of a * door into the fold of the sheep "’ whereby all must enter who would find pasture (be saved).
His parabolic teaching not being understood, he repeats its substance in plainer words.

Verse 7. Again—Jesus had shortly before
spoken a parable intended to convey the same
teaching concerning himself (verses 1-5), but
in its parabolic form those who heard him
speak had not understood that teaching
(verse 6).

Verily, verily (dphv dpypv)—A form of
solemn emphasis with which Jesus introduces
his repeated statement concerning himself (see
also Word Studies, Lesson V, January 29).
This formula is never used at the beginning,
but in the middle of a discourse or conversa-
tion to introduce some profound truth, or to
emphasize a reply. It is, moreover, peculiar
to John, the synoptics using simply “Verily.”

The door of the sheep—The door used by
the sheep, the only one whereby they may enter
the fold.

8. All that came before me—Professing
to be that which I really am and to give to
the sheep what 1 really give—impostors and
false teachers.

Thieves and robbers—A thief (khéwrns,
“kleptes”) will steal secretly, usiug stealth;
the robber (Aperfis, “lestes”) plunder openly,
using violence. The arrangement of the words
is therefore climacteric. These false teachers
were deceivers of the people, and where decep-
tion failed of its purpose they used violence,
compelling the people by harsh measures to
obey their precepts.

The sheep did not hear them—The true
children of God (Israelites indeed, like Na-
thanael) were not governod by what they said.

9. Shall go in and out—Shall enjoy the
truest freedom.

Find pasture—Shall not want (Psa. 23.1).

10. Have it abundantly—Or, have abun-

dance.
11. The good shepherd—The admirable,
competent, morally good, and noble shepherd

(xahds).
Layeth down (ribnow)—Puts it aside,

o A
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esteeming it of less value than that for which
it is given up.

For (iwép)—On behalf of.

12, Hireling (pofwrés)—One who serves
for pay (from modés, wage).

Beholdeth—Discerneth or descrieth, ascer-
tains by seeing.

Snatcheth—Probably at the time the “Au-
thorized Version” was prepared the word catch,
which it uses here, conveyed much the same
meaning as does our word *“snatch” at present.
The meanings of words in a living or spoken
language continually change, which fact is one
great factor in making new versions of the
Bible necessary from time to time. The snatch-
ing of one sheep would frighten and scatter the
rest.

16. Other sheep I have—Not such as al-
ready believed on him, but would believe when
they hoard of him. These were his “by the
Father’s design and gift.”

Not of this fold—Nor, indeed, of any one
other fold, but scattered. The fold here re-
ferred to is the Jewish nation, those not of
this fold were the Gentiles.

One flock—Our common version does not
observe the distinction between *‘fold” and
“flock” as the Revised Version rightly does.
The Greek words are different.

17. That I may take it again—In his
death the good shepherd does not leave his

sheep defenseless. He will take life again, and
this also for their sake. His power over life
and death, together with his love, secures to
those who are his sheep the life, freedom, and
abundance which he had come to bring.

18. This commandment received I—
The commandment to die and to rise again—at
the time of incarnmation. His voluntary sur
render of his own life and glory with the Fa-
ther J)receded this commandment. While in
the flesh Jesus subordinated himself to the
Father and obeyed implicitly his hidding, thus
becoming our example in perfect obedience.
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Tue OCCASION OF THIS DISCOURSE

It is interesting to observe how Jesus used
current incidents or objects as illustrative
packgrounds for some of the greatest of his
discourses. Under his touch everything dis-
solved into spiritual parables or allegory. Take
the great discourse on the Bread of Life given
in the sixth chapter of John. The event-text
of that discourse was the ll;irncle of multiplying
the loaves at the feeding of the five thousand.
Or his discourse in which he proclaims himself
to be “the light of the world” (John 8. 12).
The suggestion for that was, there can be little
doubt, the great candelabra which was lighted
in the Court-of the Women on the first evening
of the Feast of Tabernacles. Many other in-
stances could be given. The lesson is an ex-
ample. Jesus declares himself to be the true
shepherd. The Pharisees had just cast out of
the synagogue the man born blind whose eyes
Jesus had opened. As rulers they were the re-
ligious shepherds of that man. But they had
wronged and expelled the man whom they
should have protected and mnourished. They
were the false shepherds who cared not for the
sheep. Jesus put himself in contrast with them
as the true shepherd, and implies that while
the blind man had been cast out of the syna-
gozue he had not been cast out of the real
spiritual fold. It is yet well for Cbristians to
remember that Jesus more likely than other-
wise will not affix his seal to their anathemas
nor countersign their decrees of excommunica-
tion. It is unfortunate for the court of ex-
pulsion if Jesus himself goes out with the per-
son expelled. That was what happened in the
case of the lesson. The Pharisees held pos-
session of the synagogue; but the true Lord of

the synngogue went searching for the man
whom'they had cast out, and when he had found
him revealed himself to him as the Son of God.
The outside of the s, naigoiue with such fellow-
ship is better than the inside.

FALSE SHEPHERDS

We must keep in mind that Jesus was aiming
not simply to present and describe himself as
the true shepherd, but by contrast to ribe
the character of the false shepherd. It will be
best that we substitute the word “pastor” for
“shepherd,” for, while the words have the same
meaning, “pastor” is the present-day title of
one who has the spiritual care of others. Only
1 think we should enlarge the scope of the term
Heynnd the special class of “ministers” or

preachers,” who have official charge of con-
gregations, to inelude all who in any way have
responsibility for the spiritual care of others.
Particularly this should include teachers, not

5 A -
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The Lesson Exposition

only in the Sunday schools, but in the public
schools and schools of higher learning. We
should see clearly what the characteristics of
the false “pastor” or shepherd are:

1. First of all Jesus declares that he does
not come into his position by “the door” of the
sheepfold, but climbs up some other way.
Directly afterward Jesus declared himself to
be that door. The false pastor or teacher,
therefore, has evaded Jesus, and so is not
Christ’s representative and has not his spirit.

2. The false pastor or shepherd does not
know those for whose care he is responsible,
and they do not know him. He is a “stranger.”
This, of course, refers to spiritual acquaintance
and understanding. To know people “after the
flesh” is one thing, but to know them “after
the spirit” is quite another (2 Cor. 5. 16).

3. But the chief feature of the false pastor
or shepherd is his selfishness. His thought is
not what he can do for those under his care,
but what he can make them do for him. He
exists not for the sheep, but the sheep for him.
He is a thief and a robber, he comes to steal
and to kill. Severe as that is, it is not too se-
vere to say of a man who has entered the office
of the Christian ministry and is controlled in
it by selfish motives—who is concerned chiefly
about salary, and advancement, and honors.
But the application does not end with the min-
ister. Any man who is in this world for him-
self, who is interested in other people for what
he can get out of them, is also a “thief and a
robber.” There are brigands, and freebooters,
and pirates in a much broader sense than the
definitions of the law. And it is a simple mat-
ter to determine whether one is in his relations
to others a shepherd or a robber. Let him an-

swer the ?‘uestlon without flinching, “Is my
dominant thought of people what I can do for
them, or what they can do for mc?”

THE SHEPHERD SPIRIT

spirit of the true shepherd expresses it-
8 in personal, individual interest. The
Oriental shepherd did not merely know his
flock as a whole, he knew each individual sheep.
He had given each one its own name, and ha
dealt with each one separately and repeated its
name so often that each responded to the call
of its own name, That implies an almost in-
finite amount of personal attention and ac-
quaintance and interest. 1In that intimate,
rsonal way Jesus knows and cares for his
ollowers. is love does not expend itself upon
collective nouns, but upon personal nouns in
the singular. And love must come to this ﬁr-
sonal focus before it amounts to much. i-
lanthropy that is a diffusive interest in universal




humanity but inmo human being in particular
is a weak thing. Sorrow for the poverty of
the world that takes no particular interest in
the destitution of the poor widow in the near
neighborhood is a vapid sentiment. Better
know the names and have intimate acquaint-
ance with the needs of a half dozen particular
people, and minister to them, than to sigh and
weep over misery in general. One straight,
8] m&)athedc look into the eyes of one homeless
child whose name you know, and whose heart
warms at sight of your face or the sound of
your voice, is the best pledge of your real in-
terest in “orphans’ homes.” And the true
minister of the gospel does not in a vague way
love his “‘congregation” or his "Feople. but he
knows and loves the individual men, women,
and children under his care. And only to the
extent to which he comes to know people
separately and h]dlvlduall;v is he able as a
Erencher to “feed the flock.” And even so per-
a{m the best feeding he will do will be done
rivately, one by one, and not miscellaneously
rom the pulEit. And let not teachers of classes
forget that the same principle applies to them.

Gon’s CAre Over His OwWN

This lesson is a care-parable, as distinguished
from a rom'uo-{mrable. such as that of the “lost
lhee,r." In that we have an illustration of
God's effort to save a sinner; here we have a
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statement of God's care over his saints. That
the shepherd goes out into the mountain or the
wilderness to find and bring back the one that
has wandered does not imply lack of intercst
in the ninety and nine that remain in the fold,
We sometimes become so absorbed in consider-
ing God’s efforts for the unsaved that we forget
his ministry to the saved. The episode of the
prodigal son is dramatic; but, after all, the
great thing was the home from which he de-
Karted and to which he came back. If no one
ad ever sinned God would still have been a
Father, and all that he has svould be the pos-
session of his children; and if no member of
the fold had ever wandered God still would
have been as he is our Shepherd. And the
supreme thing, which will continue forever
after the work of rescue has heen completed, is
the fact God keeps watch ab ‘e his own.

A PERSONAL £/ EPHERD

And we must hold ¢ lily to the thought
that God is a perso care-taker over our
lives. We saw a mo . ut ago that he knows
us each one by name, and deals with us indi-
vidually. So also we must know him as a per-
son. od is not any vague ‘“constitution of
things,” but an infinite person who works
through all things. We put our trust in and
love not the “order of nature,” but the God
of nature.

THE LESSON PRAYER

O great Shepherd of the sheep, who didst lay down thy life for us,
and under whose leading we have gone in and out and found pasture,
and under whose care we have found safety ; we thank thee that thou
hast made us thine ynder-shepherds, and art saying unto us, “Feed
my sheep, feed my lambs.” .Forbid that any should hunger because
we have kept back food, or that any should suffer harm or be de-
stroyed because we have not kept watch. And help us ever to come to
our fellow men through tuee ; for so coming we shall feel toward them as
thou feelest, and do for them as thou wouldst do in our places. Amen.

1

“The Good Shepherd” is the great Saviour.

Every man's life shows the way to some-
thing.

He who shows us how to live does not need
to show us how to die.

Plato was a door to philosophy. Angelo was
a door to art. Kepler and Copernicus were
doors to astronomy, Linnmus was a door to
botany. Faraday was a door to chemistry.

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

Wilberforce and Lincoln were doors to human

freedom. Jesus is the door to eternal love and
eternal life,
11

Every soul knows its Shepherd’s call.

God who made the voice made the echo.

We do not need to be told overmuch how bad
we are, but how good we may be.

Every influence of a good shepherd is to make
good sheep.

Pharisaism was unwilling to be succeeded by
its superior.
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Any essential dishonesty is represented by VI

Christ as thievery and robbery.

False claims prove false character. Accord-
ing to Christ, he is a thief who has the spirit
of one. Whether he succeeds or not, the man
who tries to rob is a robber. Morally speaking,
the theft is in the thief.

111

The sheep of the Orient needed the protec-
tion of a shepherd, from the prowling wolf.

There are wolves of evil which seek the soul.
There are the wolves of appetite. There are
the wolves of passion. There are the wolves of
inordinate ambition. There are mercenary
wolves. There are the wolves of pride. There
are the black wolves of pessimism, of doubt and
despair.

v

Christ is the watchful Shepherd. He is the
wise Shepherd. He is the courageous Shep-
herd. He is the considerate Shepherd. He is
the kind Shepherd.

This Shepherd is the unerring guide,

He is the only Shepherd who is always safe
and always sure.

Christ is the constant Shepherd. He shep-
herds us when the days are bright. He shep-
lerds us when the days are dark. He shepl ds

He who “lays down his life” for men “lays up
treasure in heaven.”

Every movement of man must be measured
by its motive,

The proof of a shepherd is in bis spirit of
sacrifice,

The only real good a man gives to a cause is
the good he gives up for it.

The gifts of God are always the greatest be-
cause God always goes with his gifts.

Our greatest loss is in selfishly seeking the
greatest gain. The bog grows poison because it
gives no water away. The spring keeps sweet
by singing in service on its way to the sea.

VII

The good that is given to another comes back
to the giver the better.

The multiple of goodness is millionfold. The
seed gives itself to the sower and gets the re-
doubled returns of the harvest. The leaves that
fall from the tree are made into mold for the
larger life of the tree next season. The spark
that flashed at the edge of the forest made a
multitude of uncounted sparks before its work
was done. Sweet songs in the hills come back
to the ears of the singer. The reverberations of

us in the days of calm. He shepherds us in the
days of storm. He will shepherd us safely all

the days of life. He will shepherd us safely
“through the valley and shadow of death.”

A

The abundant life is abundant in love. The
abundant life is abundant in labor. The abun-
dant life is abundantly faithful. The abundant
life is abundantly fruitful. The abundant life
is abundantly peaceful. The abundant life is
abundantly powerful. The abundant life is
characterized by greatness, generosity, and good-
ness, The abundant life flows from the person
of Christ, and not from the philosophy of man.

One abounding life enlarges the life of the
home. One nbonndhbg life adds to the life of a
whole community. ne abounding life has ex-

panded the life of a nation.

The greatest character is cosmopolitan, and
touches the world.

The life of our Lord is the largest because it
girdles the globe.

The Lesson

Five hundred times in the Bible God's care
of his people is . 'ustrated by the care of a
shepherd for his sheep. Sheep are proverbially
the dumbest of anmimals. If they stray away
they never find the way back alone. They are
dependent for everything upon the shepherd.
The most that can be said of them as to intel-

right are eternal.

VIII ‘

Every man who lays his life down for men
will have authority to take it up again.

When a man lays down his life for men God
takes it up.

The cloud drops rain and the tree takes it
up. The smallest contribution to life will find
its place in the larger life. !

The largest life lays death itself under con-
tribution. Death is only a pause in which the
good soul gathers potency for progress,

IX

Right is the only authority. The only right
a man can have is to do right.

Nothing Klenses the good man better than to
know that he pleases God.

A man gets something worth having when he
gives ur gsomething worth keeping.

The life that Christ laid down is taken up in
the uncounted lives which his life has lifted.

Heart Talk

ligence is that they know the voice of the shep-
herd and follow him. If they get where they
cannot hear his voiee, alas, poor sheep! The
habits of sheep and the customs of shepherds are
the same in Palestine now as when Jesus said,
“I am the good shepherd”; so we may learn
from them how tender and beautiful is the
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comparison, and how fully we should trust one
who calls himself by that name.

David knew all about the keeping of sheep,
and after he left that quiet life and as king of
Israel was in the midst of trouble, he found
rest and refuge in the thought of God as his
ghepherd. Only one who knew the perils and
needs of helpless sheep, and what a true shep-
herd does for them, could have written the ex-
quisite twenty-third psalm. *“He maketh me to
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me be-
gide the still waters.” Food, refreshment, rest,
for the hungry, thirsty, tired spirit. *“He shall
feed his flock like a shepherd; he shall gather
the lambs with his arm and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently lead those that are
with young.” Personal, tender care according
to each one's need.

Streams are few in Bible lands, and they are
often rough so that the timid creatures are
afraid to drink. So the shepherd leads them to

quiet wells they never would find for them-
selves; then he gives a peculiar whistle, or
call, and the sheep come in groups to drink,
They never come until he calls, and they stand
beside the well until he calls them away. They
never mistake the voice; each flock comes at
the call of its own shepherd. “My sheep know
my voice: I know my sheep and am known of
mfn Sometimes the shepherd makes a quiet
little pool in the midst of a noisy stream, where
his sheep are not afraid to drink. “In the
world ye shall have tribulation—in me ye shall
have peace.”

“Peace, perfect peace, with thronging duties
pressed ;
To know the will of Jesus, this is rest.”
Often the sheep have to go over perilous

places to find pasture on the mountains. The
-ghepherd always goes before them, and if they
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follow him closely they never get too uear the
edge of the precipice; and though the “shadow
of death” lurks along the way they walk un-
conscious of danger because the shepherd is
there, “I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me.” It is said that when a wolf gets into the
flock, as sometimes happens, the sheep get ter-
ribly frightened and run wildly about so that
the shepherd cannot defend them. But he
hastens to a place where they can see him and
calls a long, shrill ery, and when they hear his
voice they run together in a solid mass and the
wolf is crushed to death, “My sheep hear my
voice; therefore will 1 save my flock and they
shall no more be a prey.”

In some places where the sheep feed there are
snake holes in the ground, end the serpents bite
the noses of the sheep. It is the shepherd’s
care to go over the fields, stop up these holes,
and destroy the snakes. “Thou preparest a
table before me in the presence of mine ene-
mies.” God takes care of us in the midst of
snares and temptations. Ie makes a way of
escape. “Who is he that will harm you if ye
be followers of that which is good "’

David carried to completion his beautiful
figure of the shepherding care of God. At night
when the sheep come home to the fold the shep-
herd stands at the gate and they pass one by
one under his rod. He would know if one were
missing. If one is bruised or lame, he soothes
the hurt with oil: if one is exhausted he gives
it drink from a full dipper of water. So, at
life’s evening, his sheep pass one by one under
the guiding rod of the good Shepherd. HHe heals
the bruised spirit; his cup of blessing runneth
over for the one exhausted with life's journey.

Blessed Shepherd! if we know thy voice it is
enough. Foes seen or unseen cannot harm;
stupidity and ignorance cannot hinder. We
shall find pasture all the day, and shelter in the
heavenly fold at last,

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. What wondarful provision God has made
for us, spreading out the Bible into types of
pature! . . . The sheep that bleat from the
pastures, the hungry wolves that slink in the
forest, the serpent that glides noiselessly in the
grass, the raven that flies heavily across the
field, the lily over which his shadow passes, the
plow, the sickle, the wain, the barn, the flail,
the threshing floor—all of them are consecrated
priests, unrobed teachers, revelators that see no
vigion themselves, but that bring to us thoughts
of truth, contentment, hope, and love. All are
ministers of God. The whole earth doth praise
him, and show forth his glory.—Beecher.

2. Unless we try, by realizing such scenes, to
supply what they [the simple people to whom
Christ uttered his parables] felt by associa-

tion, the words of Christ will be only hard, dry,
lifeless words to us: for all Christ’s teaching is
a divine poetry, luxuriant in metaphor, over-
flowing with truth too large for accurate sen-
tences, truth which only a heart alive can ap-
preciate. More than half the heresies into
which Christian sects have blundered have
merely come from mistaking for dull prose what
prophets and apostles said in those highest
moments of the soul, when seraphim kindle the
sentences of the pen and lip into poetry. “This
is my body.” Chill that into prose, and it be-
comes transubstantiation. “I am the good shep-
herd.” 1In the dry and merciless logic of a com-
mentary, trying laboriously to find out minute
points of ingenious resemblance in which Christ
is like a shepherd, the glory and the tenderness
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of this sentence are dried up.—Frederick W.
Robertson.,

3. Verse 7. “The old city of Troy had but
one gate. Go round and round and round the
city, and you could find no other. If you
wanted to get in there was but one way, and
no other. So to the strong and beautiful city
of heaven there is but one gate, and no other.
Do you know what it is? Christ says, ‘1 am
the door.””

4. Verse 8.

Of other care they little reckoning make,

Than how to scramble at the shearers’ feast,

And shove away the worthy bidden guest;

Blind mouths! that scarce themselves know
how to hold

A slrmp-hook, or have learned aught else, the
east,

That to the faithful herdsman’s art belongs!

What recks it them? What need they? They
are sped ;

And when they list, their lean and flashy songs

Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretched
straw ;

The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed,

But,dswoln with wind, and the rank mist they
raw,

Rot inwardly, and foul contagion spread ;

Besides what the grim wolf with privy paw

Daily devours apace, and nothing said.

—Milton.

5. Verse 11. Christ has tasted death for
every man, and out of each man's cup has
sucked the poison, so that now, as we in turn
drink it, it is but a sleeping draught. There
was a chemistry in his love and perfect obedi-
ence which drew the poison to his lips; and
absorbing into his own system all the virulence
of it, by the immortal vigor of his own consti-
tution, he overcame its effects, and rose again
triumphing over its lethargic potency. It was
not merely bodily death, then, which our Lord
endured. That was not the wolf which the
Good Shepherd saved us from. It was death
with the sting of sin in it.—Dr. Marcus Dods.

6. Verse 12. Brethren, the cause of man
was the cause of Christ! He did no hireling’s
work. The only pay he got was hatred, a crown
of thorns, and the cross. He might have es-
caped it all. He might have been the Leader of
the people and their King. He might have con-
verted the idolatry of an hour into the hosannas
of a lifetime. . . . But that would have been
the desertion of the cause—God’s cause and
man’s—the cause of the ignorant defenseless
sheep, whose very salvation depended on the
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keeping of that gospel intact: therefore the
Shepherd gave his life a witness to the truth,
and a sacrifice to God. It was a profound
truth that the populace gave utterance to, when
they taunted him on the cross: “He saved oth-
ers, himself he cannot save,” No, of course
not: he that will save others cannot save him-
self.—Frederick W. Robertson.

7. Verse 14. Shameful are the places where
Christ has found us, among prayerless days,
unrestrained indulgences, with hardened heart
and cynical thoughts, far from any purpose of
good; and still again and again his presence
has met us, his voice recalled us, his nearness
awakened once more in us the consciousness
that with him we have after all a deeper sym-
pathy than with any besides. . . . We go
astray, and get so torn with thorns, so fouled
with mire, that few can tell to what fold we
belong—our owner’s marks are obliterated ; but
the Good Shepherd in telling his sheep has
missed us, and recognizes and claims us even in
our pitiable state.—Dr. Marcus Dods.

8. Verse 16.

O Father! haste the promised* hour,
When at His feet shall lie

All rule, authority, and power,
Beneath the ample sky;

When He shall reign from pole to pole,
The Lord of every human soul;

When all shall heed the words he said,
Amid their daily cares,
And by the loving life he led
Bhall strive to pattern theirs:
And He who conquered Death shall win
The mightier conquest over sin.—Bryant.

9. Verse 16. Among the several wonders of
the loadstone, this is not the least, that it wilk
not draw gold nor pearl, but, despising these, it
draws the iron to it, one of the most inferior
metals: thus Christ leaves the angels, those
noble spirits, the gold and pearl, and comes to
poor sinful man, and draws him into his em-
braces.—T. Watson.

10. Verses 17, 18. How great a difference:
there is between the prisoner in his dungeom

and the visitor that has come to see him. They
are both within the walls of the dungeon: one
who did not know might suppose them under
equal restraint; but one is the compassionate
visitor who can use his freedom when he will,
the other is fast bound there for his offenses.
So great is the difference between Christ, the
compassionate visitor of man, and man him-
gelf, the criminal in bondage for his offense.—
Raint Augustine,

The Lesson Ifustrated

Verse 9. “Go in and out.” The fold is not
a prison: it is a comfort. Neither is the true
church of Christ a prison or a limitation.

Jesus might have said that the Good Shepherd
was the Wall to safeguard his sheep; it helps
us much that he chose rather o liken himself:




to the Door. He ushers vs into the heart's
home ; and leads us out into the truest Christian
liberty.

Verse 11, “I am the Good Shepherd”—the
one who “cares” for the sheep as the hireling
(verse 13) careth not. It is not for the flock
merely that the shepherd cares, but for the
sheep one by one. You cannot feed an army
without feeding individual men. You cannot
care for a family without caring for each mem-
ber. There can be no general providence that
is not a special providence. God cannot take
care of his church, love his church, save his
church, without taking care of me, loving me,
and saving me.

Verse 10, Life! Life! Life! When in
the year 1870 the Evangelical Alliance met in
Basel, Switzerland, the noted Duteh theologian
Van Oosterzee and Pastor Funcke of Bremen,
Germany, were entertained by a wealthy Chris-
tian family of the city. The host ard his good
wife did all in their power to make the stay of
their distinguished guests comfortable and
pleasant. In the morning, as the two divines
were about to start for the “muenster” in
which the service was to be held, they found
awaiting them in front of the door of their
residence a comfortable equipage to take them
to their destination. The venerable Dr. Van
Oosterzee, who found walking long distances
difficult at his advanced age, was quite over-
come by the unexpected courtesy of his l{ostess.
and after he had with difficulty taken a seat in
the carriage he endeavored in his broken Ger-
man to express his thanks to the lady who was
seated opposite him. Quoting from a German
hymn which begins with the words, “The inner
life of a Christian is res lendent with glory,”
he remarked that it seemed to him that in Basel
one might rather sing, “The outward life of
Christians is ralglen ent with glory.” Then
suddenly the speaker grew solemn, and placing
his hand in that of his hostess he continued:
“And still even the best hostess on earth cannot
{mpart the best. O, my children—Life ! Life!
Life! If it were not that Life had been mani-
fested to us in Christ Jesus 1 should indeed
envy the horses that are speeding us toward our
destination.”

Verse 12. “The hireling.” Good work every-
where is ganged by this d stinction. The hire-
ling never thought of the stray sheep or of the
gick lamb. Money or love—these are the de-
termining factors. If Livingstone had been
simply a hireling he would never have pene-
trated Africa and never have become known to
fame. No man ever achieved greatness in any
form who was a hireling.

Verse 14. “I know my sheep, and am known
of mine.” In a little prayer meetlng in Drew
Seminary in 1885 the late Rev. J. V. Cheston
told of an experience which he had while visit-
ing a friend during the summer. His friend
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was a farmer and a busy man. One day a
tramp across the farm brought Mr. Cheston to
a sheep pasture. The sheep were quietly feed-
ing near the fence. He climbed over the fence
and spoke to them. They scattered in alarm.
After a little time their owner joined him. He
called and they all came about him. They
knew each other. The story was finely applied.
We agreed with him that we were never afraid
of the voice of Christ.—S8. G. A.

Verse 14. “Know my sheep.” General
Grant, when he was colonél, knew the name of
every man in his regiment. As he pose in com-
mand he found himself unable to carry thou-
sands of names in his mind; and when he be-
came general in chief he prided himself on be-
ing able to know by name the commander of
each army division. His memory was by that
time so crowded with facts and names that he
could no longer know even colonels individually.
But the Good Shepherd knows every sheep by
name. “The Lord Jesus was the discoverer of
the individual. And he has never lost sight of
the individual he has found. The heathen
viewed men in the mass. The heathen view
still prevails ameng many in Christendom, who
speak of the ‘masses, and of the men and
women who do much of the world’s work as
‘hands.’ Jesus knows neither ‘masses’ nor
‘hands’ He knows individuals. 1t is easy to
be lost to men, but impossible to be lost to
God."—Tuttle.

Verse 14. A traveler in Greece narrates
that he once met and became well acquainted
with a shepherd having in charge some three
hundred sheep, all of which he knew by name
and each one of which was always prompt to

obey the call of his voice. The secret of his
power over his flock roved to be this, that he
never permitted a sheep or lamb which had
obeyed his call to depart from him without hav-
ing received some dainty to eat or a loving
caress; “for,” said the s egherd. “the animals
are quick to detect him who once disappoints
them, and would thereafter refuse to obey the
call of such a person,” In like manner the
Good Shepherd of whom our lesson speaks
never disappoints those who obey his voice.

Verse 16. “Not of this fold, . . . one
flock.” The chunﬁe made by the Revision from
“fold” to “flock” in the last part of this verse
is important. The sheer that Jesus speaks
were the Gentiles of his time. They include
also many at the present time who are separated
from other Christians, Jesus promises to bring
all his followers together—not into one fold, or
church orsnnintlom. but into one flock.

Verse 16. “They shall hear my voice.” The

string of a harp will respond in instant sym-
thetic vibrations to the string of another husrg
eyed to the same piteh, but to mo other.

every soul has its key and will respond to mrf

voice that speaks in that key. Other voices it
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will not hear. Jesus said to Pilate, “Everyone
that is of the truth heareth my voice.,” He said
to the hostile rulers of the Jews, ‘“He that is of

SUNDAY SCHOQOL BANNER

God heareth God's words.”” If the voice of
Christ is to a man as the voice of a stranger it
is because he does not belong to Christ’s fold.

The School of Practice

1. Jesus being my shepherd, it is my duty to follow him, which means to obey him.

This week I will

seek to follow him in some way I have thus far failed to do.

9. 1 see that there are really only two classes of people—those who seek to serve others, as the shepherd
serves the sheep ; and those who seek to use others selfishly, as the robber destroys the sheep. This week 1
will seek by practical unselfish service to belong to the flrst class. .

3. A shepherd might have the care of but one sheep or one lamb. I may not have the opportunity to
minister to many people, but this week I will seek to be as a shepherd in kindness and care to at least one

The Lesson Digest and Teachers’ Guide

person.

GENERAL PREPARATORY Work.—1. We turn, in the lessons of the Second Quarter, to the closing events

in our Lopd’s earthly career.

Of the First Quarter, Lessons II, III, IV, V, VI, and VII are usually dated

in the fiest year of his public ministry, Lesson VIII in the second year, and Lessons IX, X, XI, and XII in
the third, A. D. 20. Our lesson for to-day is conjecturally dated October, A. D. 20, Those that follow are to

be dated A. D, 80. 2. Context and Parallel Passages.

The reason for the utterance of these words is given

in A Sequel, at the beginning of WorD Stupies, page 278. The context which should be studied includes not
only all of this chapter, but what follows the narrative of the healing of the blind man, which we studied on

March 19. There is no parallel passage.

7-10, 11-14, and 15-18. 4. Changes by the Revision :

3. The lesson passage naturally falls into three divisions : Verses
Verse 8: ‘“ever” is omitted ; some ancient author-

ities also omit ** before me.” Verse 10 is grammatically reconstructed ; * more” is omitted ; and the Fevi-

sion margin ends the verse with the phrase ‘‘ have abundance.”
«gq shepherd” for *‘the shepherd " ;
Verse 14 closes, ‘I know mine own, &
Verse 15, *‘ even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father.”
«pecome one flock " instead of * be one fold.” Verse 18: “one” instead of ‘*‘man’ ; insert
“ right” instead of * power.” 5. Light from Other
With the first eight verses of the lesson passage compare Psa. 23. 1-4; with the last four verses,

«giveth.,” Verse 12:

¢ catcheth.”

of “bring”;
“away” after “ taketh it "’ ; the margin suggests
Scriptures.

Isa. 53; with the entire lesson, Ezek. chap. 84. Verse 7: John 14, 6: “1 am the Way.”

Verse 11: “layeth down’’ instead of
« beholdeth ** for *“seeth’” ; * snatcheth ” for

nd mine own know me,” and connects closely with

Verse 16 (margin): *“lead” instead

Verse 10 : com-

pare John B. 40, “ Ye will not come to me that ye may have life? : Jer. 28, 1, 2 pronounces a Woe upon
shepherds that destroy and scatter. Verse 11: compare Isa. 40. 11, one of the most beautiful verses in the
Bible ; Ezek. 84. 12, 28 ; Heb. 13. 20 ;1 Pet. 2. 25; 5. 4; John 15.13; 1 John 8, 16; Rev. 7. 17. Verses 11

and 14 illuminate each other.

Verse 14 : compare verse 27 ; and *The Lord knoweth them that are his,”

2 Tim. 2. 19. Verse 15: compare the first clause with Matt. 11, 27 the second clause with verse 11 and
John 15. 18. With very different imagery Eph. 2. 14 repeats the truth of Verse 16; see also Isa. 56. 8. Verse

17: Compare Heb. 2. 9.

ended in “ a division again among the Jews" (verse 19).
the facts of Palestinian pastoral life—sheep, shepherds, sheepfolds, wolves, robbers, etc.
Teacher's Study : Always, the Concordance Harmony, Bible Dictionary, and Commentary.
in this number : Dr. McFarland’s verses, “[ Know MINE AND MINE KNCV

In profound harmony with verse 18 is John 6. 38,

Observe that this discourse
6. The teacher should familiarize himself with

7. Material for the
Special articles
Mg,” page 249, Dr. Coke Woods’

song * My SHEPHERD,"” and Dr. Roads’s timely exhortation to secure new lambs for the flock, page 254,

The Junlor Grade

[For pupils from nine to twelve years, inclusive.
Each pupil, it possible, should be supplied with a
copy of the Intermediate Quarterly).
Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material: John 10, the entire chapter, espeoi-
ally verses 1-18.

Study Material for the teacher: See note on GEN-
ERAL PREPARATORY WORK above.

Illustrative Material : The square picture on page 31
of the Intermediate Quarterly showsa shepherd carry-
ing & lamb in his arms, the crook (*"rod and staff "), the

fold, the door, the wallover which thieves and robbers
might wish to climb, and the wilderness in thedistance
where wolves prowl and sheep are lost. A DRAWING
LEssoN may also follow the imagery of the lesson.

Constructing the Lesson.

Connecting Links: See note on GENERAL PREPARA-
TORY WORK above, and e pecially A Sequel in WorDp
3TUDIES.

The Lesson Facts Arranged for the Teacher. (Sug-
gestions for the actual work of teaching are given
below.)

1. Introductory, verses 1-T.
are many sheep thieves and wolves.

In Palestine there
The safety




:
s
4

©of the sheep depends (a)upon the security of
the fold; (b) upon the shepherd’s personal
knowledge of them; (¢) upon their attentive-
mess to his voice.

2. The Door of the Sheep, verses 7-10. (a)
“To help us understand how much loving care
he takes of us the Lord Jesus makes believe we
are sheep. (b) What, then, is our fold? The
ehurch of God. (¢) Who are the thieves and
“yobbers? Wicked people who, by bad teaching
or bad example, would snatch us away from the
fold. (d) The Lord Jesus is like a door to the
fold, for no one can become a true Christian
except by coming to Jesus. He is the Way
from sin to God. (e) Saved people, true Chris-
tians, are protected by God and all their wants
supplied. “They shall find pasture” (Psa.23.1).
{f) The sheep thief steals to kill agd eat: the
shepherd, especially in the East, takes delight
in protecting the life of the sheep. So sin
brings ruin and eternal death while the Lord
Jesus gives to us life here and life in heaven.

3. The Good Shepherd, verses 11-14, (a) The
Good Shepherd gives his life for the sheep.
(b) The closer the wolf comes the closer comes
the Good Shepherd, (¢) The hireling, the man
who works only for pay, runs away from the
wolf and leaves the sheep to their fate. (d) The
Good Shepherd knows each sheep personally,
and they know his voice.

4. The Shepherd and the Father. (a) The
Lord Jesus teaches us to regard God as our
Father., (b) The Lord Jesus and the Father
are one in thought and purpose. It is in the
spirit of the Father that he lays down his life
for the sheep. (¢) The Lord Jesus regards as

his own sheep many people who are far away
Arom the fold.
Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing this Outline: In
the land where Jesus lived there were very
~ many sheep. In the daytime they wandered
about over the hills, nibbling the grass, cared
for by the shepherd. At night they were shut
ap for safety in places called sheepfolds. These
were rough sheds opening into a large yard
which had a stone wall built all around it.
There was a doorway in this wall through
which the sheep went in, and thus they were
safe at nighttime from the wolves. The man
‘who had charge of the door was called the
nrter. and he would not let anybody go in who
thad no business there. The shesherd could go
in at any time. The sheep had different names
by which the shepherd called them, just as you
mame your dog or cat. They knew their names,
and they knew the shepherd’s voice, so that
whenever he called them by name they followed
fim; but if a stranger called them they ran

away.

Just as the shepherd cared for his sheep, so
the Lord Jesus cares for us. He kmows our
mames, He loves us so much that he has died
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for us. Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd
to show us that he does for us every day all
that the shepherd does for the sheep. He gives
us everything we need, and defends us from all
dangers.

But Jesus says also, “1 am the Door.” What
the shepherd did for the sheep in the daytime
the wall and the door did in the nighttime. The
shut door kept out all wolves and robbers. The
open door let in all the sheep that needed shel-
ter. In that sense Jesus is like a door. He
keeps away from us all that will harm us. He
lets us into the true church—the place of
shelter and help. This general introduction
can be grouped about the picture of the Sheep and
the Shepherd in the Intermediate Quarterly,
page 31.

The Points of the Lesson to Emphasize:
Jesus the Door; Jesus the Shepherd, and the
relation of our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, to
his heavenly Father and ours. QuestioxNs o HeLe
HE STUDENT in the Intermediate Quarterly, page
32, will be found helpful. Encourage the pupils to
study the MeaxINGs MapE Easy, Many allusions
in the DAILY READINGS may be woven into the
lesson by the teacher. The character of the
Good Shepherd is beautifully illustrated in the
Sunday REApING, Psa. 23.

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance Work: There is no drawing lesson
for Lesson II. Urge the pupils who have not
drawn the sheep to bring their copies in next
Sunday. Untiringly insist on the LITTLE
READING FOR EAcH DAy. Those for next week,

beginning with Monday A'Pril 3, are as fol-
lows: M., Luke 10. 38-42; Tu., John 11. 1-15;
W., John 11. 21-27; Th,, our lesson passage;
F., memorize the Golden Text; 8., 1 Cor.
15. 55-57; Sunday morning, April 9, Rev.
21, 8, 4. If all the good that can be done a
class of Junior pupils could be divided into
tenths perhaps nine tenths of it all will be re-
ceived by those pupils who are persuaded
thoughtfully, conmscientiously, and prayerfully
to form the habit of rendini, these passages.
The beautiful Twenty-third Psalm should be
memorized.

The Intermediate Grade

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive. Kach pupil, if possible,  should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quar-
terly, the Intermediate Quarterly, or the Berean
Leaf.]

Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material : John 10, the entire chap
ter, especially verses 1-18.

Study Material for the Teacher: See note on
GENKRAL PREPARATORY WORK.

Tllustrative Material: Use a paper pad o1
&'ate for the outline of the lesson.
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Constructing the Lesson.

Connecting Links: See A Sequel in the
LrssoN WORD STUDIES, page 278, and note in
GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK.

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: Study closely
the LESSON STATEMENT and the WORD
gropies.  Read The Occasion of This Dis-
course, in the LESSON EXPOSITION, page 279

1. The Door (verses 7-10). (a) Because
they had not understood his briefer statement
Jesus continues. (b) Repeated “yerilies” em-
phasize the importance of what is to come.
(¢) The Christ is the only door through which
the sheep and the under-shepherds can enter
the fold, the true church of God (John 14. 6;
Acts 4. 12). (d) All who seek to displace
(Christ as the Door, all who tell of some other
way of salvation, are destroyers of the flock.
(¢) The true sheep remain constant to the
Good Shepherd. (f) By faith in Christ as
Saviour and by imitation of Christ as example
anyone may “pe saved” from thieves, robbers,
hirelings, and wolves and “find pasture,” have
every need supplied (Psa. 23. 1; Phil. 4. 19);
they “go in and out,” labor and rest, the Chris-
tian's pasture—the ‘‘means of grace.” Recount
them. (g) The thief who destroys life is con-
trast. 1 with the under-shepherds who protect
life and the Good Shepherd who bestows life.

(h) In Christ is abundance of grace, peace,
love, life.

2. The Good Shepherd (verses 11-14). (a) He
is good in every sense—perfect as his best
ander-shepherds are not; true as the hirelings
are not. (b) The Good Shepherd dies in de-
fense of his flock. (¢) Hireling shepherds—
men who tend flocks not for the sake of the
Shepherd nor the sheep, but for their own sel-

fish interests; useless; mischievous. (d) The
wolf—the foe of truth; Satan and all satanic
teachers. (e) The Good Shepherd knows his
sheep one by one (comp. verse 3) and they
know him; he gives life to each; each receives
life from him.

3, The Good Shepherd and the Father
(verses 15-18). (@) he most perfect harmony
of will in the Good Shepherd and our Father
which is in heaven. (b? Carrying out his
Father's will (which is his own), he dies for
the sheep. (¢) Jews had been taught to ve-
fnrd themselves as sheep of the heavenly Shep-
lerd : so they were. (d) But there were sheep
among the despised heathen also; Jesus had
come to lead them and all men unto him (John
12. 32). (¢) Their hearing his voice and follow-
ing shows that their hearts already had de-
cided for goodness, (f) One flock (not fold)
and one Shepherd: not uniformity but essen-
tial unity. (g) Again our attention is called
to the perfect harmon of Christ’s will with
that of the Father. (h) Christ died for our
sins of his own free will, and in accordance

with his Father's will.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

Teaching the Lesson.

It would be difficult to find a more enter-
taining or effective arrangement of the truth
and the application of this lesson for use in
Intefmediate classes than that furnished (page
280) in the CoiN THOUGHTS. Use as illus-
trations paragraph 2 of THE LessoN IN Lir- b
ERATURE AND ART (page 282) and THE LESSON
ILLUSTRATED, verses 11, 14, and 16. B

The LessoN HeArT TALK, page 281, supplies -;",
a good scheme of teaching for younger classes. ;
Keep five or six minutes at the close of the
lesson hour for the application of your own -
adaptation of the SCHOOL OF PRACTICE. !

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen. "
3ach pupil, if possible, should be furnished with n
a copy of the Senior Quarterly.]

1. The Allegory of the Door (verses 7-10).
(@) The Flock. The people of God in all ages

have been likened to sheep. * They are, like -
sheep, dependent followers in need of guidance, 33
safeguarding, and constant provision.  Like o
sheep, they flock together; without care the )
flock may be misled-or the sheep may stray
away. Like Oriental sheep, each Christian is
known to the Good Shepherd by name. We are
cared for one by one; the lambs are carried
in the Shepherd’s arms; the feeble are led gen-
tly. All who live by faith in the Lord Jesus °
and seek to obey his will belong to his flock.
(b) The Enemies. Sheep, especially in the Orient, .{;
have many enemies—some open, some secret, ]
some intentional, some unintentional. In the
field the wolf is eager to devour; from the fold
the thief and robber are ready to kill and de-
stroy (verse 10); the rival shepherd would
mislead ; the hireling would neglect (verse 12)..
(¢) The Fold. Nighttime and winter are as
sure to come as daytime and summer. Housing,
shelter, and food are needed as much as direc
tion and pasturage, The shepherd builds a
fold for his sheep: the church of Christ is the
fold constructed by the providence of the Good 3
Shepherd. (d) The Door. The sheepfold is L
usually a rectangular inclosure with only one 4
door. Entrance by that door is salvation for
the sheep. It is his introduction to rest.'hh o
passageway to pasturage, his defense against
plunder and ruin. The Lord Jesus is the door
of the sheep. Into the real church of Christ, 5
the church made up of heavenly spirits on i
earth, we never can enter except by and through
him. “There is.no other name.”

2. The Allegory of the Good Shepherd
(verses 11-14). (a) As the one door of the
fold reminds us of the one way of salvation,
the Lord Jesus, so the sreful, kindly shepherd
reminds us of the Good Shepherd of souls—the
Lord Jesus. For pasturage, folding, defense,
ﬁ,oud under-shepherds, we are dependent upon

im. (b) All divinely appointed helpers in
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spiritual and moral life are our Lord’s undor-
shepherds; and we should revere and follow the
direction of godly parents, ministers, and teach-
ers. (c¢) But one who works for wages only
the minister or member who uses the church to
forward secular interests, a mere hireling, is a
curse to the flock. (d) When evil spirits in-
carnated ravage Christ's flock like wolves, hire-
llnﬁs desert their posts of duty. (e) There is
a delightful understanding between the Good
Shepherd and the individual members of his

flock.

3. Both Allegories Enlarged and Explained.
(a) Verse 16: Our Lord's hearers recognized
that they were God's sheep. They did not
recognize that God had equal love and care for
the heathen. The Lord Jesus said that these
other sheep outside of the Hebrew fold are
about to be called by name and follow him, and
as a result there shall be one flock (not fold)
and one Shepherd. (b) Verse 15: Our Lord
permits no figures of speech to exclude the plain
statement of the Fatherhood of God. He whom
we know as “the Lord Jesus Christ” and he
whom we know as ‘‘our heavenly Father” are
identical in knowledge, in purpose, and plan.

[April 9

0L BANNER

(¢) Verses 17, 18: However we may explain
the mysterious union of Godhead and manhood
in Jesus Christ, we cannot doubt or ignore his
absolute humanity. His temptation was real,
his agony in Gethsemane was real, his sub-
mission to death was voluntary, and secured in
perfect measure divine approbation and love.
(d) Judas betrayed Jesus; Caiaphas and his
associates hounded him to the cross; Pilate offi-
cially qond_emned him. In one sense these men
took his life from him and they are morally
responsxble for the crime of his death. But to
avoid that qeuth was quite within. his power.
He voluntarily pursued a course which inevit-
ably led to the crucifixion. In the completest
sense he laid down his life; he had the power
to lay it down or to keep it, and he decided, for
the love of God and for the sake of mankind,
to make the supreme sacrifice. (e) God has
given him also the power to resume his life. In
all his ‘)lnnn and purposes lie is identical with
the Father.

The LEssoN EXPOSITION, s{mgc 279, especially
the paragraphs on False Shepherds and The
Shepherd Spirit, lead the way to profitable
discussion.

The Responsive Review

1. What does Jesus say of himself? *“Jam the

Shepherd ¢ ** The good shepherd giveth s life
am the door,” 4. Q\'hat does he say of that Door ?
in and out, and find pasture.”’
shepherd.”

“

39. What is adoption ? Adoption isan act of God's

for the sheep.

5. What does Jesus say of his saved ones ?

The Church Catechism.

good shepherd.” 2. What does he say of the Good
big é. What else does Jesus say ol himself? ‘7

By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go
« There shall be rme,fold and one

tree grace whereby He bestows on believers the name
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman

and 8:lvllegu of the sons o' God.
latians 4. 4, 5. But when the fulness of the time was come,
der the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

made under the law, to redeem them that were un
. 1John3. 1.

LESSON II. The
GOLDEN TEXT. Jesus said unto her,

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John 11. 1-67]
John 11, 32-45 [ Commit to memory verses 33-36)

82 Then when Ma'ry was come where Je'sus
was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet,
saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here,
my brother had not died.

23 When Je'sus therefore saw her weeping,
and the Jews ulso weeping which came with
her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They
gaid unto him, Lord, come and see.

35 Je'sus wept,
maq Then sald‘ the Jews, Behold how he loved

m !

87 And some of them said, Could not this
man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have
caused that even this man should not have
died?

88 Je'sus therefore again groaning in him-

I am the resurrection, and the life.

[April 9
John 11. 25.

Revisep VERsioN*

32 Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus
was, and saw him, fell down at his feet, saying
unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died. 33 When Jesus therefore
saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping
who came with her, he groaned in the spirit,
and was troubled, 34 And said, Where have ye
laid him? They say unto him, Lord, come and
gee, 35 Jesus wept. 36 The Jews therefore
gaid, Behold how he loved him! 37 But some
of them said, Could not this man, who opened
the ves of him that was blind, have caused

that tiis man also should not die? 38 Jesus

therefore again groaning in himself cometh to

*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.

Raising of Lazarus
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gelf cometh ‘to the grave. It was a cave, and
a stone lay upon it.

39 Je'sus said, Take ye away the stome.
Mar'tha, the sister of him that was: dead, saith
unto him, Lord, b{ this time he stinketh: for
he hath been dead four days.

40 Je'sus saith unto her, Said I not unto
thee, that, if thou’ wouldest believe; thou should-
est see the glory of God?

41 Then they took away the stone from the
lace where the dead was laid. And Je'sus
ifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank
thee that thou has heard me.

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always:
but because of the people which stand by I said
it, that they may believe that thou hast sent

me.

43 And when he had thus spoken, he cried
with a loud voice, Laz’a-rus, come forth,

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound
hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face
was bound about with a napkin. Je'sus saith
unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

45 Then many of the Jews which came to
Ma'ry, and had seen the things which Je'sus
did, believed on him.
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the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone lay
against it. 3V Jesus saith, Take ye away the
stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead,
saith unto him, Lord, by this time the body de-
cayeth; for he hath been dead four days.
40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee,
that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the
glory of God? 41 So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father,
I thank thee that thou heardest me. 42 And I
knew that thou hearest me always: but because
of the multitude that standeth around I said it,
that they may believe that thou didst send me.
43 And when he had thus spoken, he cried with
a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 He that
was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with
graveclothes; and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose
him, and let him go.

45 Many therefore of the Jews, who came to
Mary and beheld that which he did, believed on
him,

Time.—Perhaps January or February, A. D.
3, Place.~Bethany.
Home Readings
M. Death of Lazarus. John 11. 1-16.
Tu. Weeping sisters. John 11, 17-31.

W. The Raising of Lazarus. John 11. 32-45.
Th. The effect of the miracle, John 11. 46-54.
F. The widow’s son raised. Luke 7. 11-18.
8. A child raised. Mark 5. 22-24, 35-43.

8. Resurrection by Christ. 1 Cor. 15. 12-28.

The Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 313.
‘We shall sleep, but not forever,
There will be a glorious dawn !
We shall meet to part—no, never,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 238.
On the happy golden shore,
Where the faithful part no more,
When the storms of life are o'er,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 236,

O'er Jordan's dark and stormy river
Lies heaven's fair shore ;
There joy shall fill the soul forever.

Questions for Senior Scholars

1. Our Saviour's Love (v. 32-38).—Where
was Jesus when Mary met him? By what
pame did she address him? Whence had he
come? Who had first met him near Bethany?
What assurance had Jesus given Martha? Why
probably did Jesus not at once enter the village?
What did Mary do when she met Jesus? Who
had said the same words before? What was
the custom of Jews in houses of mourning?
How was Jesus affected by Mary’s grief? What
did he ask? What reply was made? How did
Jesus show his love for Lazarus? What ques-
tion did the Jews raise concerning his power?

2, Our Saviour's Power (v. 89-45).—How
does Martha’s expression in verse 39 show that
she did not comprehend our Lord's words in
verses 25 and 267 What characteristics does
our Lord display in this lesson? Jesus could

have raised Lazarus in any way he chose. Why,
probably, did he call with a loud voice? What
effect had this resurrection on public opinion?
What effect had it on the life of our Lord? In
what sense was our Lord’s own resurrection
the first fruits of them that slept? How many
instances are recorded of our Lord’s bringing
dead folk back to life? Does Jesus intend to
preclude his friends from trouble? What con-
stitutes friendship for Jesus? On whom may
our Lord’s friends depend in trouble? Why is
our Lord’s friendship better for us than the
explanation of life’s problems? What did all
these raisings from the dead before Christ's
death and resurrection mean? What is the
meaning of the word “groaning” es used in this
lesson? What did Jesus say to make the people
believe that the Father had sent him?
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Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Jesus and Mary (v. 32-35).—Why did
Mary come to Jesus? By what name did she
address him? Who had used the same words
of greeting to Jesus as these wWhich Mary spoke?
What faith had she in the power of Jesus to
work miracles? How did Jesus gshow that he
felt the sorrow of Mary?

2. At the Tomb (v. 8¢-45).—Why did the
people - think Jesus wept?
thinking about as they saw his grief? What
kind of a tomb was it in which Lazarus was
laid? What order did Jesus give? What fear
had Martha? How did Jesus encourage her
faith?

Questions for Younger Scholars

Whom did Jésus tenderly love? Whom does
he love in the same way now? Why did Jesus
come to Bethany? What did Martha do?
Where was Mary? Why did Martha come
back and call Mary? What was Martha's
nature? She loved to serve. What did Mary
do? What had Jesus come to do? Where did
he go? Why did he weep? What did he ask

them to do? What did Martha say? What
words of Jesus had she forgoften? What did
Jesus say? What happened then? How did
Lazarus look? What did Jesus say to the
people? What house was full of joy that day?
The “house of Martha.” What was this miracle
the sign of? Being raised from the death of
sin to the life of righteousness.

Library References

RAISING OF Lazarus.—Matheson, Studies in
the Portrait of Christ, vol. i, p. 146. Bruce,
Miraculous Elements in the Gospels, pp. 129,
151, Taylor, Miracles of Our Saviour, p. 371
Trench, Miracles of Our Lord, p. 416.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON
Verse 34.—Newman, J. H, Parochial Ser-
mons, vol. iii, p. 140. Verse 35.—Banks, L. A.
Christ and His Friends, p. 810, The Homiletie
Review, vol. xxvii, p. 236,

The Lesson Statement

This lesson passage, together with the con-
text, is a wonderful illustration of the truth
contained in the familiar verse, “Thou, O
Christ, art all 1 want.” Jesus is here shown
to supply, 1. The comforts of friendship amid
the ordinary events of life; 2. Tender sympathy
in life's sorrows; 3. Power to endure life's
straing: 4. The only satisfactory solution of
life’s problems ; and 5. Eternal life.

1. Our Lord as a Friend.

The personal friendships of our Lord while on
enrth furnish an interesting topic for close study.
That Peter and James and John, and Mary and
Martha and Lazarus, were personally dear to
him is evident. Like all human beings he had
his share of those affections which spring {mm
phusical life; for exam sle, his mother anc his
other kinsfolk, and the places and people
familiar to him in childhood, must have been
by him peculiarly beloved. Then, like other
human beings, he shared the loves which spring
{rum mental choice, and we cannot wonder at
\is fondness for John and Mary and others.
But unlike any human being except those whose
hearts have been touched by him, his warmest
friendships spring from spiritual life. But
reasons for any peculiar iwmonal liking of our
T.ord for Lazarus and Mary and Martha are
of comparatively little importance. The fact
that he loved them, as he loves us, because they

and we need his love—loves with an intensity
and a comprehensiveness that cause his friend-
ship to satisfy all our needs—that is of vital
importance to us. The manifestation of our
Lord’s friendship perplexed this beloved family.
Why had he not come at once when sent for
(verse 6) 7 Why had he not caused “that this
man also should not have died”? Why did he

not fully reveal to Martha his purpose? Satis-
factory answers may be given to some of these

questions, but there is much of mystery left.
Unavoidable mystery pertains not merely to
God's dealings with us but often to our dealings
with each other. Since the world began, per-

haps, no one has thoroughly understood an-
other, and our Lord’s friendship for the family
of Lazarus and for ourselves must be studied in
the shadows of this incapacity of his truest
friends to understand all his motives and plans.
11. Our Lord as a Sympathizer. -
Through all the mystery of our Lord's de-
lay and reticence his sympathy was manifest.
It vibrated in every word spoken to Martha, It
shone in his tears. This sympathy is ours a8
really as it was theirs; a personal s,\'n.npnlhv:
a sympathy with the largest and with the
smallest sorrows of life. He who fails to adopt
this article into his creed, or who feebly an
fitfully believes it, may get to heaven, but will
lose most of the comfort God has provided for
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him on his way thither. And\u we should as well as fountains of blessing. Comfort im-
Jearn from the friendliness of Jesus to be friends  plies the reception of strength as well as the

\y did the {0 all who need friendship, so we should learn reception of consolation, and we serve that
were they ~ W from the sympathy of Jesus to extend our *‘God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all
of?  What sympathy to all who need it. our tribulation, that we may be able to com-

IZAIUS was
What fear
ourage her

111, Our Lord as a Helper in the Strains of fort them which are in any trouble, by the
Life. comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted
By every word of Jesus and by every silence  of God.”
of hig there was a communication of strength 1V. Our Lord as a Solver of Life’s Problems.
to those who were ready to faint, The dis- How did he solve the problems of this
ciples on their way with him to Bethany felt family? Simply by lifting them above the
this strength, Martha manifestly received it, problems. That is our Lord’s way. He did not

ay? What

What did even though she did not fully comprehend our miraculously take away the stome. He did not
How did aviour’s promise. Mary accepted it before she  state what he was about to do. He thanked
say to the dreamed that he was about to bring her brother God for hearing his prayer because of the

to life. Lazarus not only heard the voice of beneficial effect the answer would have on the
Jesus break through the stillness of death, but it  multitude.

was by the ctrength.of Jesus that he came back V. Our Lord as the Giver of Eternal Life.

to life. We have partaken of Christ for the After all, his gift to Lazarus was small when
purpose of passing his helpfulness to others. If compared with his gift to you and me. We
we live close to God we are spiritual dynamos inherit eternal life.

The Lesson Word Studies
NOTE.— These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

INTERVENING EvENTS.—After attending the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem (John chapters 9 and 10;
w0 10, 22) Jesus ** went away again beyond the Jordan into the place where John was at the first baptiz-
fng" ; hence, possibly, somewhere in the vicinity of Bethabara, a little southeast of the Sea of Galilee,
beyond Jordan § * and there he abode, and many came unto him” (John 10, 40, 41). Thus began the second
period as we may call it, of the Perman ministry, the first period of which had preceded the visit of Jesus to
1he Feast of Dedication, and the third and last period of which followed the raising of Lazarus at Bethany
wd the subsequent withdrawal of Jesus and his disciples into Ephraim (John 11. 54). The second period
o the Perman ministry lasted possibly a little more than three months (October to February), and in it are
wbeincluded the events and discourses recorded in Luke 11. 1 to 17. 10 (except 11. 14-36).

Although many miles from Bethany of Judea, Jesus seems to have kept in touch with friends there
since he received from Mary and Martha a message announcing the sickness of their brother Lazarus. The
tnowledge of the death of Lazarus was apparently gained supernaturally (John ‘11, 14, 15). Immediately
afterward Jesus departed with his disciples from Per@a for Bethany. Just outside the village he was met,
st by Martha and then by Mary also. At this point our lesson takes up the narrative.
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Verse 32. Mary—The sister of Martha and  silently, thus differing essentially from the verb
of Lazarus, one of at least six women of that «halw, ‘klaio,” to weep audi ly, to sob, to
mame mentioned in the New Testament. wail, used in verse 33. The verb is used no-
Where Jesus was—Apparently at the place  where else in the New Testament. It was on
where Martha had met him, some distance from ~ the way to the tomb that Jesus revealed this
the house and outside the village (verse 30), trul human side of his nature and wept, out of
from which place Jesus had sent for Mary. profound sympathy for Martha and Mary.
33, Groaned in the spirit—Perhaps bet- 36. Loved ({pe)—With a warm, passion-
tr as in the marginal reading : was moved with  ate attachment.
muahn_n in the spirit. 'The Greek phrase— 37. Of him that was blind—Referring to
sed also in Matt. 0. 30; Mark 1, 43; 14, b—in-  the healing of the man born blind (chapter 9),
dicates a_remonstrance or accusation, accom- the memory of which event was_still fresh in
s‘n:ed. with a feeling of dlsgleaauge. The in- the minds of many in and about Jerusalem.
ation of Jesus was doubtless directed 38. Tomb . . . cave—In the limestone
tovard “the Jews,” whose hypocrisy and per- hills of Palestine are to be found many natural
versity of heart he well knew. caves. Such, as well as artificial excavations of
Was troubled—Visibly ngltnted——the out- the same kind, were used as tombs for the dead.
ward effect or indication of the strong inward The entrance was in most cases from the side.
emotion. Lay against (dmikairo)—Or upon, the
’"5- Wept (i8dxpuorev)—From Béwpy, “diik- Greek preposition &m (dw-éxarro) permitting of
in,” tear, and meaning to shed tears, to weep either translation.
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39. Take ye away the stome—The open-
ing to a tomb was closed by rolling a round
flat stone before it. This was done principally
to keep dogs and wild beasts from entering.

The body decayeth—Literally, he stink-
eth, as in the common version, A statement
which gives simply the inference drawn by
Martha from the fact of his having been dead
four days.

He hath been ‘dead four days—The
idiom in the Greek is peculiar  (rerparalos
donv, “tetrataios estin”), consisting only of
two words, Of these the first is an ordinary
numeral used in answer to the question, On
what day? “One who does or suffers a thing
till the fourth day, or on the fourth day.” The
second word is the verb (he) is. The Greek
expression leaves something to be supplied in .
thought which in English we are compelled to
supply in words. Hence it would be equally
correct to translate, “He has been four days in

The Lesson

Uxconscious CONNECTIONS WITH Gon's PLANS

We are liable often to miss the most impor-
tant meaning of an incident in the life of Christ
by confining our attention to its details. The
deeper significance of some incidents can be dis-
covered not by microscopic but telescopic ex-
amination, Their importance lies in their con-
pection with other things, as parts of a general
plan. This is particularly the case with this
miracle of the resurrection of Lazarus. In
Christ’s thought “it had important relations
with the general current of events which were
moving very swiftly to his own death, The
Bethany family were, unconsciously to them-
selves, brought into connection with that cur-
rent. They were occupied with their own per-
sonal sorrows; but as a matter of fact they
were important actors in a great drama involv-
ing the interests of the world.

To see this clearly we must go back to the
story just preceding this, of the man born blind
whose eyes Jesus opened. The disciples were
Twryinz why the man was born blind; and
Jesus declared that it was “that the works o
God should be made manifest in him” (9. 1-4).
Now two things followed that miracle: first,
many believed on him because of it (10. 21):
second, great hostility was stirred up against
him (10. 89). Because of this hostility he re-
tired into Perea, where he was when word of
La_znru!' gickness came to him. Jesus was
bringing ‘hl"l“" to a focus, and that focus was
his cross, his blind man contributed to the
influences which hastened the movement.

The same is true of the sickness, death, and
resurrection of Lazarus. Jesus saw it all in
relation to himself and what he was about to

(Apta

the tomb,” or, “It is four cdays since he was
buried.”

41. The omission of the words “from the
place where the dead was laid” is in harmony
with the reading of the best manuscripts.

42. Multitude—Used in contrast with the
expression “the Jews” (verses 19, 31, 36) to
designate the miscellaneous crowd which had
gathered, among whom were many sincere and
simple-hearted people.

43, COried with a loud volee—That is,
spoke in tones of authority which all' could
hear.

Come forth—Literally, hither forth  (Beipo

)

45, That which he did—Or, on equally
good manuseript authority, the things which he
did. The difference in the Greek is very slight:
8, that which; &, the things which.

Believed on him—Believed him to be
Messiah.

Exposition

do. “This sickness,” he said when it was re-
ported to him, “is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God might be
glorified thereby.” In that lay its great mean-
ing. And the two results which had followed
the miracle of the opening of the eyes of the
man born blind followed also the raising of
Lazarus. Many believed on him (11. 45), and
intense hostility was created among the rulers
(11, 46-64). Mary and Martha did not under
stand it; but Jesus knew when he called Las
arus forth from the sepulcher that it hastened
the hour of his own burial.

Love’'s INTELLIGENCE
The general view of the whole event given
above enables us to understand Christ’s actions
throughout. First of all we must put the

statement of the fifth verse of thla_(-hnpter:
“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
Lazarus.” BEverything must be interpreted
the light of that declaration. Jesus Joved t
but he let Lazarus die, and he did not come to
them until the brother had been four d‘nys in
the sepulcher: which shows us that Ch

Jlove was intelligent and farseeing. Enlightened
love is never simply of the present tense. 1
telligent love works for the ultimate, not simply
the immediate, good. It can gometimes be stern
and apparently cruel in its denials and in its
inflictions, standing by and seeing its
suffer when all the impulses of symmth{

mand the giving of relief. And love o the
noblest sort, that sees the farthest off, is alWa
more than a merely individual love. 1t will
governed by general interests, and will let its
personal objects suffer when it is necessary

<
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Martha and Mary when Jesus eame to them
in théir sorrow probably represented the highest
kind of faith attained by anyone at that time.

They believed
their notion of the Messiah was the imperfect

him to be the Messiah, though
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o know,
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that is deathless—a soul-life
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OrposiTE EMOTIONS IN CHRIST
The expression in verse 83, “he groaned in
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spirit,” so completely misses the meaning that
it should be corrected in every student’s Bible.
“He was angered in spirit” is the correct trans-
lation. The same word occurs also in verse 38.
It implies a deep indignation of spirit. BEvi-
dently this feeling was kindled against the
hypocritiecal and unfriendly Jews who were
present. He was indignant at their insincere
expressions of sorrow. We can understand how
the lamentations of the funeral mourners must
have offended the soul of Christ, who abhorred
all insincerity. Then he knew that among those
who were going with him to the sepulcher to
witness the miracle he was about to work were
gsome who ‘were not open to conviction by any
sign that might be given, They were filled with
the spirit of hatred, and he knew that all addi-
tional light would omly harden their hearts.
Against this hollowness and malice his spirit
reacted in burning indignation. It was not
Eetuh\ncy, nor any merel{ personal resentment

ut the natural and inevitable reaction of holi-
ness against unrighteousness. But over against
this indignation which stirred the heart of
Christ was his_tender sympathy for the be-
reaved sisters. I'or them he wept even while his
anger burned toward the others.

Tue PLAY OF FEELING

We begin to see that the great interest of this
story does not consist in the mere record of the
fact that Jesus raised a dead man to life. He
had performed such a miracle at least twice
before, in the case of Jairus’s daughter and the
widow’s son at Nain. The interest, aside from
the larger significance of the general connec-
tions with the life of Christ itself, consists in
the play of varied feelings which took place in
the presence of that sepulcher. The innermost
hearts of the company were made manifest.
And we can see now that death in reality was
not represented bg Lazarus, physically dead,
but by the men who stood by in hostile spirit,
\]\'lutl thought themselves alive but were in fact
dead.
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THE LESSON PRAYER

O Christ, we see thee lifting the
ship of thine own atoning death,
glorified and swallowed up in thy great

to serve. Give us peace and strength
and that, if we will yield ourselves to it trust-

fully and patiently, it will work out, both through our happiness and

our suffering, the greatest good for us and for others.
and when death shall befall any of our

sumber, may we not fear or grieve as those who know thee not, but rest
in the assurance that all who believe in thee

home at Bethany into the fellow-
and the sorrow of its members is
purposes which they were made
in believing that thy love for us

And when sick-

can never die, Amen.
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The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1 of view. Christ came to bring men to the right

Christ who raised Lazarus from the dead is  point of view.
himself the resurrection. The vision of the mountain-climber widens as
Mary made great discoveries when she ‘‘came he climbs. Many things are seen to be true
where Jesus was.” from the high viewpoint of wisdom which seem
The soul of Mary began to ascend the moment false from the low viewpoint of ignorance,
Many things appear possible from the high

ghe threw herself at Christ’s feet.
Humility is the way to the heart’s highway. viewpoint of power which seem impossible from

The acorn must lie low in the shadow before it the low viewpoint of weakness.

lifts its head aloft in the light. Pearls that are Is it not as wonderful that God created
prought from the deep seas are of great value. Lazarus as it is that he raised him from the
It was in the deep sea of sorrow that the dead? The perpetuation of life means constant

precious pearl of the resurrection was revealed salvation from death. It is as wonderful to live

to Mary. once as it is to live once again.
Coming to Christ is the only complete solace v

SOX ARy WFEOV: 11 The records of genius are unknown to the
The “ifs” of life are the possible pivots on memorabilia of mediocre men.

which destiny may turn, The successes of some are as natural as the
The “ifs” of complaint are not the “ifs” of f“"“‘"“ of others.

the conqueror. Every triumph of Jesus was the natural out-
“If thou hadst been here” was the phrase of ~Dut of what was in him. :

a short-sighted soul. The eyes of sorrow are l_t 18 a8 eaky for God to do the hardest thing

often too dim to see the deepest truth. as it is for him to do the easiest.
The clear vision of faith says, “He is not far l,‘]e“,“? gcted humanly that he might show men

from anyone of us.” God is always “at hand"” Al "l“ inity. 3 :

to the heart that really trusts him. We are blind to much of his beauty because

of our unbelief. If our belief were greater we

Shadows flee away at the approach of faith. I £ bis i
Darkness dies when kissed by the dawn. Noon- ° jould see more of his “glory.

tide had broken in on Mary’s midnight. Vi
The light of life is always beating against the Scepters spring from sepulchers at the call of
gates of death. Christ. :
111 No tomb is strong enough to imprison life
When we weep with a man in his woe we forever. = ¢ g
i | * . Christ’s instruction Is to remove every ob-
may work with him for his weal. struction.
It is the perfect man Christ Jesus who is It is easier to roll nwax stones than it is to
touched with the “feeling” of our infirmities. raise the dead. But the Master does not work
N "fhan without feeling is a man without his miracle till man does his work.
force, 1f we are “faithful unto death” Christ will
Sensible sentiment has been the soul of every take up our work where we lay it down. .
That heart gets the most help that gives it

great regenerative movement among men. z : .

The mightiest man is most touched by the God often works his way to the miraculous

intangible things of the soul. through the will of man. He also works his
‘ihe omnipotent Christ is touched by man's Way to man through the miraculous.

weakness.  The omniscient Christ is touched by >

man’s ignorance. _The omnipresent Christ is VII

touched by man’s distance from duty The command to “‘come forth” carried with it

There is healing for the heart in the touch of  the power to come.
When CGod unfetters the soul we ought to

Christ.
v unfetter the feet.
What God can do if he will is always one No man can do much going till Christ comes
with what he will do if he can.
The most of what God can lies mostly beyond

human ken.
A man cannot see the truth till he comes to

to him.
Only the living Christ can make dead men

live.
“Let him go"—do not hinder the man whom
Christ has Felped.

the true point of view.

The man on a hill will catch the first gleam It is as possible to sec what one believes as it

of sunrise before the man in the valley. is to believe what one sees. 5
The Jews did not have the right view of The heart finds its way to truth by feelings

Clrist because they did not have the right point  as well as by facts,
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truth by feelings

Come to the little town of Bethany and learn
what your heart so needs to know—that life is
the victor of death. The story of Lazarus is a
song of Life. It is a fitting lesson for April
days, when streams are loosened from ice
¢hains and buds are bursting into bloom. Let
us have the simple faith of the Chinese girl who
said of one who had just been laid in a Chris-
tian grave, “Her body has been buried in the
earth so that her spirit may bloom in heaven.”

There is a fellowship of hearts in this very
puman incident. How often we have gone to
a smitten home as many of the people came
from Jerusalem to Mary and Martha to com-
fort them concerning their brother. Yes; how
many times others have come to us when in the
shadow of a great affliction we sat, like Mary,
still and dumb. We can see the whispering
groups, the tender, tearful faces, the effort to
comfort when they knew how empty their ef-
forts were! There are scenes like this all over
the world to-day, and every day. O, if only we
can taste the sweetness in this cup of sorrow;
if only the light may pierce the darkness! If
we walk in the night of grief we stumble: if

we walk in the light of faith we step firmly.

His disciples could not understand Jesus- be-
wuse they were not walking in his light. Ie
wid, “Our friend sleepeth; 1 go to awake him
out of sleep.” Seeing they were misled, he said:
“yecording to your understanding, Lazarus is
dead. 1 am glad I was not there, for perhaps
you will believe the real truth when I raise him
from what you call death to the life which you,
by your natural senses, can see and realize. 1
will illustrate facts which belong to the unseen
world by facts which you can apprehend.” Evi-
dently the sisters had talked together of their
great regret that Jesus was so far away when

tbeir brother died. They said the same words

when they met him: “Lord, if thou hadst been
here my brother had not died.” O, that terrible
%" that haunts and stabs the heart when death
ends all hope of help!

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
The Lesson Heart Talk

Do you notice there is not a pang of grief
with which Jesus is not familiar? When he
saw Mary and all the people weeping he groaned
in spirit and was troubled, and his tears fell
with theirs, Why should he weep when he knew
he would bring joy for mourning so soon?
Even those moments of pain touched his sym-
pathetic soul, and he bore, too, the sorrow of
all hearts weeping beside all graves through all
time. Surely he hath borne our griefs and car-
vied our sorrows. Pour out your heart before
him—he knows. Leave the “if” with him. It
was better for these sorrowing sisters that every-
thing went the way it did. Jesus knew Lazarus
was dying, yet he stayed two days still in the

same place where he was, perfectly calm ta

cause he knew the outcome, O, if we can bat
learn his faith, and walk in the light as le is
in the light!

Martha believed her brother would rise again
in some far-off day, so dim and distant that it
gave no relief to her loneliness. Jesus put the
comfort in the present tense. “I am the resur-
rection, and the life; whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die.” Human ways of
speech regarding one whom the Lord loved were
not, then, correct, Lazarus was not dead. He
could not die, for love and faith had made him
one with the Life-giver, He had gone from
human sight, but a word from the Lord could
call him back to the old conditions for a while
longer. I think, if I may reverently say it, it
would have been the Lord’s choice for his friend
whom he loved, to wait for the little while until
after his crucifixion, when he would join him in
paradise, But for Mary's sake, an Martha's,
and for others whose faith needed to be
strengthened, he gave this visible proof of his
own word, “If a man kwl() my sayings he shall
never see death.” Thanks be unto God who

iveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
hrist! The miracle is not to be repeated for
us, but the blessed truth it teaches is ours for
comfort, peace, and hope.

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1, We comfort one who has lost his brothier
by death, and have little or no compassion for
bim who has lost his God.—Quesnel.

2. From the first, the representation in art of
the raising of Lazarus has been popular. Christ
@lled others back to life during his earthly
ministry ; but the resurrection of Lazarus, for
various and obvious reasons, has always been
loked upon as the Master’s typical triumph
wer death and the grave. In early art the
wene was chiefly symbolic and very much gen-

eralized. The subject never lost its fascination
for artists, so all down through the centuries
there have been representations of it, on the
walls of the catacombs, in carvings, in historical
series of paintings, and in altar pieces, as well
as in individual modern paintings. It has, per-
haps, received its most adequate and masterful
treatment at the hand of Rembrandt. The fol-
lowing is a good description of the typical
primitive treatment of the event:

“On one side is the tomb in the form of a




tiny house with pointed roof, such as children
draw (or used to draw) on their slates. The
figure of Lazarus, swaddled like a mummy, is
seen standing upright in the entrance. Christ,
standing opposite, touches the head of the dead
man with a wand. The tomb may vary in pre-
tentiousness, drawn from a side or front point
of view, and may be built with or without steps.
The wand in the hand of Christ is sometimes
omitted, when the miracle is wrought by the out-
stretched arm, the finger pointing to the body.
1t is somewhat of an advance upon this com-
position when the figure of one of the sisters is
added, kneeling at the Saviour’s feet. This is
sometimes seen oD bas-reliefs."—Estelle M.
Hurll.
Rembrandt’s famous etching, “The Raising of
Lazarus,” Miss Hurll describes as follows: ‘It
is perhaps not too much to say that it is the
noblest conception of the event ever transferred
to art. The composition is of the utmost sim-
plicity. The scene is the interior of a large
cave hung with armor. Groups of spectators
peer out of the dim recesses on either side. At
the left, standing in . profile, is the Saviour,
raising his right hand to call forth Lazarus. A
single glance jdentifies him as the Lord of life.
We have searched for him in vain in the gentle
effeminate peasant of the Italians, and in the
somber, wistful ecclesiastic of the Germaus, al-
ways dissatisfied with their conceptions, never
deceived by the artificial devices with which
they strive to conceal their failure. Here he
stands in simple majesty, impressing us uncon-
e of tremendous latent force.

sciously with a sens
His towering figure fills the whole cave with

power, and the pallid figure of Lazarus quivers
with the influx of returning life.”

3. Verse 44.
He walks

A wordless, gentle, wistful man, aware
Of more than may be said in speech;
Not of our world, though in it, well content

To wait heaven's ways in all things.
—Sir Edwin Arnold.

The Lesson Tifustrated
Verse 35. Many years ago a book was we g0 astray. Joy is his when we return—
8.G. A

written called The Precious Things of God. One
of its chapters was entitled *“The Tears of
Jesus,” How much greater a treasure would a
few of these tears be than all the pieces of “the
true cross” geattered over Furope! how much
more precious than the numberless bones of the
saints scattered over all of Ohristendom and
called relies! How much we possess ! We still
have the tears of the Christ. He grieves when
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Where wert thou, brother, those four days? wia
There lives no record otl reply ”
ere Ltelling what it is to die Ye ha
Had surely added praise to praise. st
From every house the neighbors met ’\"fl.
The streets were filled with joyful sound, o
A solemn gladness even crownes “Pey
The purple brows of Olivet. g
potenc
Behold a man raised up by Christ ! His b
The rest remaineth unrevealed ; glory.
He told it not; or something sealed ruptio
The lips of the evangelist.—T'ennyson. 'l'l:ﬂ't‘

5. .
And first—the man’s own firm conviction rests
That he was dead (in fact, they buried him)
—That he was dead and then restored to life
By a Nazarene physician of his tribe:
—'Sayeth, the same bade “Rise,” and he did

rise, « o+ o
I &robe the sore as thy disciples should :
“How beast,” said I, “this stolid carelessness

Sufficeth thee, when Rome is on her march
To stamp out like a little spark thy town,
Thy tribe, thy crazy tale and thee at once?”
He merely looked with his large eyes on me.
The man is apathetic, you deduce
Contrariwise, he loves both old and young,
Able and weak, affects the very brutes
And birds—how say 17 flowers of the field—
‘As a wise workman reco nizes tools
In a master's workshop, loving what they make.
Thus is the man as harmless as a lamb:
()nlfv impatient, let him do hig be
At ignorance and carelessness and sin—
An indignation which is promptly curbed: . .«
This man so cured regards the curer, then,
As—God forgive me: who but God himself,
Creator and sustainer of the world,
That came and dw:lt in flesh on it awhile!
—'Sayeth that such an one was born and lived,
the sick, broke bread at his own
house, . . -
The very God! think Abib; dost thou think?
8o, the All-Great, were the All-Loving too—
So, through the thunder comes a human voice
Saying, “O heart 1 made, a heart beats here !
TFace, my hands fashioned, see it in myself!
Thou hast no power nor mayst conceive o mine,
But love I gave thee, with myself to love,
And thou must love me who have died for thee!"
The madman saith he said so: it is strange.
—Robert Browning,
From An Epistle of Karshish.

The tears of Christ did not suggest to Charles
Mackay his poem O Ye Tears! Rather his lines
suggest the difference between our tears an
those of Christ, especially in the following
stanza

“O ye tears! O ye tears! till 1 felt you on my
cheek

wake
and (
into
poiso!
summ
other.
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1 was selfish in my SOrrow, I wag stubborn, I I feel life eternal within me. . . « When I
was weak; descend to the grave 1 can say with multitudes

Ye have given me strength to conquer, and 1
stand erect and free,

And know that 1 am human by the Jight of

sympathy.” )

wlears are not only the signs of human im-
potence and weakness. Thus tears here reveal
His holy love, but they conceal his might and
She called the grave the place of cor-
rupliun——lhe Lord calls it the place of glory.
There is power in the rays of the sun. They
wake the yital germ within the grain of corn,
and call a new, beautiful, and manifold life
into being. But the same sunbeam draws
poisonous vapors out of bogs and morasses. It
summons life from the one—death from the
other.'—Mallet.

A German proverb says, “Tears of sympathy
are the precious jewels of the heart.”

Verse 43. Some great writer or preacher
las said that the reason why Christ said,
“Lazarus, come forth,” was because if he had
said, “Come forth,” without “Lazarus,” all the
dead would have come forth in answer to the
word of power.

Verse 44. The rabbis taught that the corpse
of a good man should be folded in grave clothes
made from cloth which had been used in wrap-
ping up the rolls of the law. In the East at
the present time the face is left uncovered till
the body is laid in its last resting place. Laz-
arus is described as coming from the tomb bound
hand and foot, but the Orientals at the present
time keep the bandages tied till the funeral pro-
cession reaches the tomb, when the bandages are
untied and the cashmere shawl is torn, so that
the body may be ready to start up free on the
day of resurrection.

Golden Text. Victor Hugo onge said in
the presence of a company of unbeligvers: ‘‘To
pelieve in God means to believe everything; it
means to believe in immortality in seneral, and
also in the immortality of the individual soul.

glory.

The School of Practice
ry. 1f opportunity offers I will this week, by a personal
seek to cheer the sick or comfort the bereaved,,

t when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead did not
1f I have not yet professed faith in Christ I will this week candidly
illing to become his follower.

1. Jesus came as a-comforter to Martha and Ma

call, by a written note, or by the sending of flowers,

2. Evidently some of the Jews who were presen

believe because they would not believe.

try to discover whether it is because 1 have been unw

of others, ‘I have finished my life.’ My day's
work will begin again with the morning of
eternity. The grave is not a closed alley, but
an avenue which passes beyond. Life closes in
the twilight of evening to reopen in the twilight
of ‘a new morning. . . . The heart thirst for
things eternal is proof of the existence of the
eternal.”

A bold and profound thinker of the past cen-
tury, Schleiermacher, who had examined—and,
we dare say, mastered—all systems of philosophy
from Plato to Kant, standing at the grave of his
only son could not find in all the arguments of
philosophy even the smallest ray of comfort,
but turned instinctively to the omnipotent word
of ‘prayer of the Christ: “Father, 1 will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with
me where I am;” and to the word of comfort
spoken by the beloved disciple: “It doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.” “Comforted by
this sure promise,” the learned theologian and
philosopher continued, “and assured thereby of
the immortality of this my son, also, 1 repeat
reverently with Job, “The Lord gave, the ord
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord.”"” Faith in the Christ who hath con-
quered death, and is become the prince of life,
alone gives us the assurance of our own im-
mortality, In communion with him the life to
come is for us a life of blessedness, without him
it must prove to be a life of torment. g

A man well known for his consistent piety
once rose in a religious meotim} and in words 0
prophetic authority said: ‘“Many of you, my
friends, seem to think that it is a serious thing
to face death and to die ; but permit me to as-
sure you that it is much more serious to face
life and to live.” Surely life, with its {)ossi-
bilities of attainment and service, should be
taken seriously by a disciple of Christ.

3. I am sure 1 would be willing to journey around the world to drink of a spring whose waters would

certainly prolong my life for a hundred years.
promises that, if I believe on him, I shall never die.
soul which he offers.

(GENERAL PREPARATORY Worg.—1. No Parallel Passage.

But I do not need to travel in order to find Jesus, who

This week I will seek from him that eternal life of the

The Lesson Digest and Teachers' Guide

In the summer of A. D. 28, about a year and

a half before this, our Lord had raised from the dead a widow’s son ; and some months later, perhaps in the

winter of 28-29, had raised Jairus’s daughter in Galilee.
Luke, and the second by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The raising of Lazarus (in the winter of 20-30) is

The first of these miracles is recorded only by
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ministry down to the time of our Lord’s triumphal entry - a plan which excludes this event, just as most of
the Galilean events recorded by the earlier gospels are unmentioned by John. 8. Material for the Teacher's

Study. For further assistance refer to articles Lazarus and Resurrection in any good Bible dictionary.
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recorded only in the gospel of John. Compare 6 below. 2. The lesson divides naturally between verses 38 and Fol
89, 3. Study the Text and Context, from John 10. 19 to the end of John 11, Compare note on Intervening wo
Events in WORD BTUDIES, page 291. Observe that the words of Lesson I, spoken in Jerusalem while the Jes
authorities were planning 10 take our Lord’s life, were followed by our Lord’s retirement, John 10. 40, WO
4. Study the Connecting Links. Especially the first thirty-one verses of the chapter from which our lesson is did
taken. Bethany, and Mary and Martha (verses 1,2); compare John 11. 18; Luke 10, 88-42; John 12.2,3, It
The message from Bethauy to Per@a (verse 8) ; compare John 10, 40. The Lord’s delay in Persea, and the pe!
reasons he gave for it (verses 4-15). The recognized danger (verse 16). ‘The mourners (verses 19, 31). The ba
conversation of Jesus with Martha (verses 20-27). Martha calls Mary (verses 28-31). 5. Study the changes gl
made by the Revision. Most of these affect grammatical construction without changing the sense. Verse 33 al
“weeping "’ 18 literally wailing, tumultuously weeping (margin). The Revision (margin) also suggests a an
change in the last clause of verse 33, S0 as to read, *‘ He was moved with indignation in the spirit, and W
troubled himself.” Verse 37: *Of him that was blind,” instead of **of the blind.,” Verse 88: ‘‘ tomb” Je
jnstea? of v grave'’; against instead of *“upon.” Verse 30: '*the body decayeth.” Verse 42: “multi- P
tude that standeth around,” instead of t people which stand by.” 6. Light from other Seriptures, Verse 32:
Compare verse 21, where Martha uses the same words. Verse 88: Precisely who “the Jews " were (of this
verse and verses 19, 81, 86, and 45) may be learned by reference to John 1. 19, 24, and to verse 8 of this chap- b
ter. Similar trouble of spirit (verses 83, 38) was again evidenced by our Lord when he foresaw his death, :‘
John 12,27, and when he foretold the treason that should bring it about, John 18. 21, Verse 856: On another t
occasion our Lord wept (see Luke 19. 41); but the Greek there means wailed, as it does in verse 33 ; here it 1
means silent tears. With verse 36 verses 8 and b are in harmony. Verse 87: The story of the blind man i
whose eyes Jesus opened is given in John 9. Verse 38: Another cave-tomb inclosed by a stone door is (u
described in Matt, 27, 60; Mark 15. 46; Luke 23. 58; 24, 2; John 19.41; 20.1. Verse 40; Compare verses 4. 23, ;‘
Verse4l: Compare ** lifted up his eyes’ with John 17. 1; Acts7.55. Verse42: Forthe sake of the bystanders, f
John 12, 29, 30; * That they may believe that thon hast sent me,” John 17.21; 8.17. Verse 44: Jewish burial ‘
customs are alluded to in John 19.40. T The teacher should familiarize himself with the scope and plan of the (t
gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, which of set purpose confine themselves to the record of the Galilean 1
|

The Junior Grade. 2. The Love of Jesus (verses 32-37).
[For pupils from nine to twelve years inclusive. (a) Mary like Martha is sure that if Jesus had
Each pupil, if possible, should be supplied witha Deen p.rmwnt he cnuldv have prevented their
copy of the Intermediate Quarterly]: brutlw!' s death, .(b) When Jesus sees h‘vr and
her friends weeping he cannot help ecrying for

Preparing the Lesson. love and sorrow. (c) Jesus asks to be taken to 4
Lesson Material : John 12, the entire chapter, the tomb. - (d) The bystanders talk of his great
love. (¢) But there are some people there mean

y especially verses 32-45. 4 . t
Study Material for the Teacher: See note on (innu;.'h and foolish enough to find fault with

p. ' Vi Jesus,
GENERAL PREPARATORY Work above. 3. The Power of Jesus (verses 38-43).

1. A map showing the  (a) The tomb is a cave in the side of a rock: a
\orthern Perea.  stone has been rolled over its doorway. (b) Jesus,

2. The picture of Mary kneeling ab the feet of the  who could have removed the stone by a word,

Baviour, in the Intermediate Quarterly, page 33. asks friends to remove it. (¢) Martha thinks
it better not to open the tomb. (d) The glory

Connecting Links: See GENERAL 'REPARA- )
TorRY WORK, above, and Intervening Events in of God. (e) The thanksgiving. (f) Our Lord’s
Worp STUDIES. command to Lazarus, who is dead. (g)Lazarus
Arrangement of Lesson Facts. (Suggestions . comes back to life and walks out of the tomb.
for the actual work of teaching are given (h) Many believe on Jesus.
below.) Teaching the Lesson. L
1. A Brother and Two Sisters. (a) The Suggestions for Developing the Outline:
brother, Lazarus, was sick. (b) The sisters, Show on the map the route Jesus took from
Martha and Mary, sent word to Jesus. northern Perwea (Pown the eastern side of the
(c) After two days Jesus starts for their home Jordan, across the Jordan near Jericho, and up

in Bethany. (d) Martha goes to meet Jesus. the steep, rocky slope. 5
‘c) Jesus tells Martha that believers, though 1. Bethany, nestling amid groves of olive
jcture of the busy, careful Mar-

ead, shall live, (f) Martha returns home and trees. Luke’s p
tha and the silent, thoughtful Mnr,vi Why

3ulet|y calls Mary. (g) Mary hastens to see )
esus. Jesus had gone so far away (John "10. 39).

Illustrative Material :
location of Bethany and including v
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Follow in imagination the messenger, who
would have to travel nearly two days to find
Jesus. Emphasize verse 5. Show how we
would hurry to help those we love; but Jesus
did not hurry. Strange, that! Why was it?
It was because he knew it would be better to
permit Lazarus to die, and then to bring him
pack from the grave. That would be for the
glory of God (verse 4), and the glory of God
always means the good of people. If Thomas
and the other disciples had been cowards they
would not have been so willing to go back with
Jesus so near to Jerusalem, for the wicked
priests there were ready to kill them.

2. The narration of our Lord’s visit to
Bethany recorded in Luke 10. 41 tells what
a careful, busy women Martha was and
how quiet and thoughtful Mary was. Mar-
tha came to meet Jesus. Jesus told her that
Lazarus should rise again, but she did not un-
derstand. Mary and Martha both thought that
if Jesus had been there their brother would not
have died. When Jesus saw Mary and her
friends weeping how did he feel? What did he
do? (Verse 35.) Could Jesus, who had opened
the eyes of the blind man, have kept Lazarus
from dying? Yes, he could; and verse 4 tells
why he did not. It was better for Lazarus,
petter for Martha and Mary, better even for
you and me, that Lazarus died. God would
never allow any of us to die if it were not really
for our good.

3. What was the tomb like? How was it
closed? In that country dead bodies decay
quickly, and it seemed strange to Martha that
Jesus should ask that the stone be rolled away
from the tomb. Of what did Jesus remind her?
When they took away the stone from before
the tomb Jesus did not look in until he had first
looked up to Ged. Jesus always looked to God
first. For what did he thank our heavenly Fa-
ther? Why did he thank him out loud? What
did he say to Lazarus? How was Lazarus
dressed? I suppose the people around were sO
much astonished to see him alive again that
they never thought of unwrapping him until
Jesus told them to do so. No wonder that
many of the Jews believed on Jesus.

Only in classes where the story material has
been studied before (-nming to the session should
the narrative be developed by questions.
Suggested Application.

As for Martha and Mary, so for us, the Lord
Tesus will be close at hand when we are in
trouble or sorrow.

The Lord Jesus feels now as sorry for his
friends who are in trouble as he felt for Martha
and Mary. We, like him, should sympathize
with everyone.

Like the Lord Jesus, we should talk with our
heavenly Father, thanking him for all he helps
us to do for his glory.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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We should never forget that Jesus is Lord of
life and death.

We should always trust him to lead us safely
through both.

Home Work for Pupils.

Advance work: 1. The text of the story is
found in John 12. 1-11, to be read. 2. LEssoN
Worp Stupies and LrssoN EXPOSITION, On pages
304 and 305 should be carefully studied. 3. 1 he
Drawing lesson of the Rose, to remind us that

since God has given us beauty to make us glad
it is a beautiful sign of our love to give it back
to him. 4. The BisLe READINGS (ioege 302 of
the SUNDAY ScHOOL BANNER), one to be read each
day. 5. The Golden Text, to be committed to
memory.

The Intermediate Grade.

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive, Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a cop, of the Senior Quarterly,
the Intermediate !{wmrly. or the Berean
Leaf.]
Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material: John 11, the entire chap-
ter, especially verses -45.

Study Material for the Teacher: . See note
on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK, above.

Connecting Links: See (GENERAL PREPARA-
TorRY WORK, above, and Intervening Events in
WoRD STUDIES.

1. (a) The

background of the lesson—Bethany ; Martha ;
Mary ; the sickness of Lazarus. (b) Our Lord’s
estimate of this sickness (verses 4, 14, 15).
(¢) The love of Jesus for Lazarus and his
sisters (verses 5, 36). () The danger of re-
turn to Jerusalem (verses 8, 16, 57; also John
10. 39). (e) God’s presence makes daylight;
he who walks in the light of God's presence
never stumbles (verses 9, . (f) Jesus some-
times spoke in figurative language, almost like
riddles, so as to make people think (verses
11-13) ; but in the end he always made every-
thing plain. _(9) Oriental mourners and con-
solers. (h) Martha and Mary show their in-
dividuality even the hour of mourning.




(i) Martha'’s faith, perfect so far as it went,
was limited because of imperfect knowledge ;
ghe knew Jesus had power to heal, but did not
think he could release from death. (j) The
G Resurrection and the Life. (k) Martha's
creed. (1) Mary, called by Martha, hastens to
Jesus, Mary went out expecting sympathy ;
the Jews followed her, expecting a fresh out-
burst of sorrow ; all were surprised by receiving
“Life and Life more abundantly.”

2. (a) Mary and Martha, so dissimilar, were
alike both in the strength and the limitations
of their faith; they expressed themselves in
precisely the same words. ~ (b) The effect on
Jesus of Mary's sorrow and the Jews' gkepti-
cism. (c¢) Bvidence here of our Lord’s hu-
manity. (d) What our Lord’s tears proved to
the Jews. (e) But really did he weep merely
because he loved Lazarus? (f) Wherein does
the question in verse 37 differ from the remark
made by Martha and Mary?

8. (a) Our Lord’s approach to the tomb.
(b) Martha's hesitancy about removing the
stone. (¢) The glory of God (see verses 4, 15,
25, and 20). (d) When the stone was re-
moved Jesus turned his eyes, not toward the
shadowy cavern where “the dead was laid,” but
—where? (e) To whom did he gpeak, and
why? (f) The command to Lazarus. (g) The
result. (k) The release of Lazarus from his
wrappings. (i) The belief of some Jews.
Teaching the Lesson.

Suggestions for Developing the Outline: Back
of all the teachings of this lesson stand two
facts: Sympathy .nd Power; or we may say
Humanity and Divinity. An effective treat-

ment is to group the incidents of the lesson
around verse 35, “JEsuUs Wept,” and his words
in verse 43, “LAZARUS, \OME FORTH.”

The duty and privilege of human sympathy
ghould be jmpressed on Intermediates. The
Lord Jesus n_\'mpalhized with what some people
call little sorrows as well as with large ones.
His sympathy with Martha and Mary are ghown
in the earlier verses of the chapter almost as
noticeably as in the printed lesson verses. His
delay in Perma, his journey to Bethany, his
words to Martha, his tears in the presence 0
Mary, his ap yroach to the tomb, were successive
evidences of his love and fellow-feeling.

The whole stor culminates in an un aral-
Jeled exhibition o divine power amid ordinary
human conditions. This power is in various
degrees shown through all the story, is implied
especially in verses 40 and 42, and is demon-
strated by verse 44.

Advance Work : Patiently insist on the daily
HoME READING.

The Senior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen., Bach
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]
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The following outline is presenteé in the
Senior Lesson Quarterly for the use of stu-
depts: 1. Our Saviour’s Love, verses 32-38.
2. Our Saviour’s Power, verses 89-45; and our
Questions on page 280 are arranged under those
headings. In presenting the lesson to the class,
however, it may be well to group the teachings
around three words: PROMISE, SYMPATHY,
and BLESSING.

The Gist of the Lesson: God comforts and
sustains in trouble and pain so long as it is
best for us to bear them ; he removes trouble
and pain when he can do so for our good.

1. Promise. The first thirty-one verses of
the chapter come pader this heading. Without
a careful study or these verses we lose much.
The promise is at first vague, and somewhat
veiled. Itis a promise of the glory of God and
the glorification of the Son of God (verse 4);
a promise that Lazarus shall be awakened out
of sleep (verse 11); that our Lord’s absence
ghould in some way assist the belief of the dis-
ciples (verse 15); that Lazarus ghould rise
again (verse 23) ; that Jesus Christ himself is
the Resurrection and the Lifs, so that to the
Christian man living becomes really dying, and
dying involves living.

2. Sympathy (verses 82-3%;. This lesson is
rich in suggestive texts. A study of it by
verses will be found exceedingly rich. (1) Mary
came where Jesus was (verse 32). It would
seem as if the miracle was conditioned on her
coming. (2) Mary's words (verse 32), iden-
tical with those of Martha, show perfect faith
but limited knowledge. The physical presence
of Jesus was not necessary to prevent her
brother's death. She shared the universal mis-
apprehension of death. It was, however, really
a blessing that her brother died. Our Lord's
promise of the resurrection makes death to us
also a blessing. (8) “1t—" We often think
that “if something else had happened,” or had
not happened, we should not be in trouble. But
most reasoning concerning our welfare which
begins with an “if” is mistaken. (4) The
groanings in spirit of verse 33 and the tears of
verse 35 remind us that Jesus carried our sin
and bore our SOTrows. (5) Whenever possible
God takes us into artnership with him: “Where
have ye laid him?” “Take ye away the stone.”

(6) “Jesus wept,” and his ‘tears “manifest his
manhood, illustrate his tenderness, assure his
aid.” (7) Everyone noticed our Lord's affec-
tionateness. Besides the love for fallen hu-
manity which led him to spend his life to
secure the salvation of the race, he had a fond,
Qersom\l. human love for such friends as Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus, Peter, James, and John.
Tender hearts are sometimes sneered at in this
world of frozen sympathies, but affectionate
susceptibility is not only creditable, it is in so
far likeness to Jesus. We do not know
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whether “some of them” (verse 37) were hostile
or friendly, but they made a similar mistake to
that of Martha (verse 21) and that of Mary
(verse 87). They recognized the Lord’s power
and believed in his love, but they had not yet
Jearned to confide in his unsearchable providence.

3, Blessing (verses 89-45). (1) The lesson
story presents to us a picture of a dead man,
puried in a cave, while a divine Restorer, stand-
ing in the srnlight, says, “1 am the resurrec-
tion, and the life.” But between the two is a
stone—an obstacle to the miracle, a non-con-
ductor, an intercepter. “A mere trifle,”” one
might say who believed in Jesus; “He who can
put new life into a corpse surely can roll away
a stone.” He can, but he will not. As in
verse 34, so here we find ourselves fellow-
workers with God. On condition that we do
what we can he will do the rest. (2) Martha’s
suggestion (verse 39) was tender and reason-
able from her point of view, but it was mis-
taken. Conventionalities must be swept aside
by spiritual power. (3) In verse 40 Jesus re-
minds Mary and Martha of his promises—a
good habit this, repeatedly to remind ourselves
and others of the sweet promises of God.
(4) Our Lord thanked the heavenly Father for

The Responsive Review
1. Name the two sisters who mourned the death of their brother Lazarus, whom Jesus loved. Martha
and Mary. 2. How long had Lazarus been dead? Four (Iava, 3. What did Jesus say to Martha, the sister
of Lazarus, in the GOLDEN Text? ‘‘Iam the resurrection,” ete. 4. How did Jesus show his sympathy at
the grave of Lazarus? o Jesus wept.” B+ What did he call aloud after {)mymg to God ? ‘¢ Lazarus, come
forth.” 6, What followed the words of Jesus? The dead man came Jorth li

The Church Catechisimi.

Al ation is that work of the Holy Spirit, wherein we are made new creatures

tiont R
in Christ Jesus, b'ojng renewed in the image and likeness o God.
John 3. 3. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily 1say unto thee, Except a man be born again,

33, Waoatist

he cannot see the kingdom of God.

RIS R RS )

LESSON III. The Supper at Bethany
GOLDEN TEXT. She hath done what she could. Mark 14..8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION
John 12, 1-11

1 Then Je'sus six days before the passover
came to Beth'a-ny, where Laz'a-rus was_which
had been dead, whom he raised from the dead.

9 There they made him a supper; and Mar'-
tha served : but Laz'a-rus was one of them that
sat at the table with him.

3 Then took Ma'ry a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of
e'sus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and
the house was filled with the odor of the oint-
ment.

[ Commit to memory verses 2, 8]

4 Then saith one of his disciples, Ju'das Is-
ear'i-ot, Si‘mon’s son, which would betray him,
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the endowment of power. For all personal
power we enjoy we should thank God. Thanks-
giving clear enough for all to hear is our dutye
should be our delight; it ministers to our peérs
sonal profit and to the profit of others. In our
Lord’s life story thanks are recorded oftener
than petitions. Let him be our model in this
also. (5) Our Lord’s one purpose was to per-
form the work for which God had sent him.
We, too, are sent by God. Bach of us has a
special divine mission, Jesus proved that he
was sent, first, by his own holy behavior; sec-
ondly, by exceptional evidences of divine power.
1f by-our holy behavior we show that we are
sent God will furnish attesting signs. (6) Con-
trast the words, “Lazarus, come forth,” with
the apostles’ “In the name of Jesus of Naza-
reth.,” (7) “Loose him and let him go” corie-
sponds with the Saviour's words to the parents
of the restored girl, “Give her to eat.”” Jesus
would have us attend to the secular as well as
to the spiritual side of life. (8) Many of the
“Jews” “believed” because of the signs. “Blessed
are they who, having not seen, believe.”

The Illustrative Readings given on page 72 of
the Senior Lesson Quarterly will be found of
great advantage as home work.

ving.
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REviSED VERSION.®

1 Jesus therefore six days before the pass-
over came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus raised from the dead. 2 So they
made him a supper there: and Martha served ;
but Lazarus was one of them that sat at meat
with him. 3 Mary therefore took & pound
of ointment of pure nard, very precious, and
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet
with her hair : and the house was filled with the
odor of the ointment. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one

of his disciples, that should betray. him, saith,
5 Why was not this ointment sold for three

+ The Revised Version, eopyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& Sons.
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5 Why was not this ointment sold for three
hundred pence, and given to the poor?

6 This he said, not that he cared for the
r; but because he was a thief, and had the
g, and bare what was put therein.

7 Then said Je'sus, Let her alone: against
the day of my burying hath she kept this,

8 For the poor always ye have with you; but
me ye bave not always.

9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew
that he was there: and they came not for Je'sus’
sake only, but that they might see Laz’a-rus also,

whom he had raised from dead.

10 But the chief priests consulted that they
might put Laz’a-rus also to death;

11 Because that by reason of him many of
the Jews went away, and believed on Je'sus.

Time.—Probably Saturday evening, April 1,
A. D. 30. Place.—Bethany.

Home
M. The Supper at Bethany. John 12. 1-11.
Tu. A lasting memorial. Mark 14. 1-9,
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hundred shillings, and given to the poor?
6 Now this he said, not because he cared for
the poor; but because he was a thief, and hay.
ing the bag took away what was put therein,
7 Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to keep it
against the day of my burying. 8 For the poor
ye have always with you; but me ye have not
always.

9 The common people therefore of the Jews
learned that he was there: and they came, not
for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might see
Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead,
10 But the chief priests took counsel that they
might put Lazarus also to death; 11 because
that by reason of him many of the Jews went
away, and believed on Jesus.

W. Another apointing. Luke 7. 36-50,

Th. The good choice. Luke 10. 38-42,

F. 'The grateful leper. Luke 17. 11-19,

8. Gratitnde expressed. Psa. 103, 1-12.
8. Remembrance of mercy. Psa. 116, 1-14,

The Lesson Hymns

New Uanadian Hymnal, No. 121,
Saviour! thy dying love

ou gavest
Nor should T sught withhold.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 120.
0 Lord, I have heard thy voice
d thy love to me;
But I long to rise in the arms of faith.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 450,
Growing together, wheat and tares,

Clustering thick

Fanned by

and green.
e gentle summer airs,

Questions for Senior Scholars

1. Sincere Love (v. 1-8).—In what suburb
of Jerusalem did Jesus tarry on his way to
Jerusalem? At whose house did his friends
give a supper in his honor? What did Lazarus
do? Martha? Mary?

2. Hypocritical Greed (v. 48).—Was it
wrong to ask the question in verse 5? What
was the rebuke of Jesus? What is meant by the
phrase “day of my burial”? What is meant by
“The poor ye have always with you™? Is it
due to God's will that there should be poor

people with us always, or is it due to man's
heartlessness, carelessness, and shiftlessness ?
3. Aimless Curiosity (v. 9).—What motive
brought people to Bethany? Does curiosity ever
bring people near to Jesus now? What effect
ought the sight of Lazarus to have had on the
people? Are such people benefited by Jesus?
4. Murderous Conspiracy (v. 10, 11).—Abont
what did the chief priests consult? What had
they against Lazarus? How did it injure the
chief priests for the people to believe on Jesus?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Jesus and Mary (v. 1-3).—To what town
did Jesus come on his way to Jerusalem?
What great feast of the Jews was about to be
celebrated? How did the friends at Bethany
entertain Jesus? Who was with him at the
table? By what act did Mary show her love
and devotion? Fow can we Jjudge of the feel-
ing of her heart?

2. The Question of Judas (v. 46).—How
much did Judas think this offering of Mary was
worth? What did he want with the money ?

What position of trusi did he hold? How did
Jesus answer Judas's objection? What did he
say Mary’s act meant? Of Judas and Mary
who was the better friend to the poor? Wiy
did Jesus say that they would not have him
always with them?

8. Lazarus and the Jews (v. 7-11).—What
brought so many people to Bethany when Jesus
was there? What was troubling the chief
priests? What ‘did they plan to do? What
ought the chief priests to have done?
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Questions for Younger Scholars

Where did Jesus go? When?  Whose home
was there? Did they love Jesus? Why?
What did they do for him? Who served at the
feast? Whom did Mary want to honor? What
did she pour on Jesus's feet? Costly perfume.
How could she reach his feet? They were upon
the couch on which he leaned. With what did

shie wipe his feet? What filled the house?
Who found fault with Mary? Was he pitiful
toward the poor? What name is given to him?
A thief. What did Jesus say to him? Did his
friends think that he was so near death? How
near was it? Jesus was arrested at the pass-
over feast. What did the priests want to do?

Library References

Cupist IN SocieTy.—Stalker, Imago Christi,
pp. 109-124. Snowden, Scenes and Sayings in
the Life of Christ, pp. 230-236. Rhees, Jesus
of Nazareth, pp. 219-225.

MARTHA ~AND MARY.—McCook, Women
¥Friends of Jesus, p. 195. Wharton, Famous
Women of the New Testament, p. 229.

Jubas Iscarror.—Stalker, The Trial and
Death of Jesus Christ, p. 110,
SERMONS ON THE LESSON
Verse 1.—Fish, Pulpit Eloquence, vol. ii, p.
411, Verse 2.—Deems, C. F.; Sermons, p. 192,
Treasury, vol. iv, p. 370. Verse 5.—Pierce,
G. F., Sermons and Addresses, p. 291,

The Lesson Statement

GGoodness attracts goodness and repels evil.
The world in our Lord’s day was conventionally
divided, as it is now, into respectable and dis-
credited classes; and that division carries with
it to superficial minds the thought of the good-
ness of the respectable and the badness of the

discredited. Scribes and Pharisees and priests.

were classed as good, just as church members
are to-day; the uneducated poor, the rustic-
mannered, and emphatically the outcast were
regarded as bad. This was, perhaps, in general
a proper classification; but the presence of the

. Lord Jesus often revealed unsuspected goodness

and badness. The case of Simon the Pharisee
and the woman which was a sinner was an
instance of this. Our lesson to-day reveals in
four scenes the same truth.

I. We have, first, a study of love for Jesus
(verses 1-3). Lazarus, Martha, and Mary loved
Jesus and were beloved by him long before
their gratitude was stirred by the raising of
Lazarus from the dead. That was a mere in-
cident in their friendship. They knew that it
was now “six days before the passover” (verse
1), but they little thought that it was only six
days before their Lord’s death, Their mani-
festations of affection were artless, and showed
their individual characteristics: as love always
does. (1) “They made him o supper,” pre-
cisely what we delight to do for our friends.
(2) “Martha served,” not, of course, as a
servant, but as a hospitable friend. She be-
longed to that numerous class ¢f folk whose
love can manifest itself only in service. Her
nature, as Shown by Luke and hy earlier hints
in John, is in harmony with this. (3) “Lazarus
sat at the table,” Tt was all he needed to do,
and probably all that his emotions would permit

im to do. It is not always necessary to talk

~
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or to “serve” to show affection. This was a
time when silent presence was eloquent.
(4) Mary “anointed the feet of Jesus” and
“wiped his feet with her hair.” How charac:
teristic this was of her nature deep thinking
will show. Thus each one of our Lord’s lovers
had his own way of showing love for the
Master. So it must always be. And as it
would have spoiled Mary's beautiful gift if she
had criticised Martha; as it has raised a slight
criticism (though with much of charity in it)
against Martha because on a similar occasion
she found fault with Mary's way; as it would
have been flagrantly impertinent and foolish to
find fault with the silence of Lazarus; so we
must learn how wicked and foolish it is for any
lover of the Master in our time to find fault
with any other because both cannot show their
love in the same way.

. II. We have, secondly, a study of fault-
finding (verses 4-8). Very often, as in this
case, fault-finding springs from insincerity.

Here insincerity was made still' meaner by
covetousness and jealousy. As the presence of
Jesus had brought to view the striking charac-
teristics of Lazarus, of Martha, and of Mary,
80 it now brings to view those of Judas. He
may have thought himself on safe ground when
he thus criticised the spending of money
directly for the glory of Jesus, but his motive
was wron%: though his full depravity (verse 6)
may not have been revealed, even to the dis-
ciples, till later. The Lord Jesus takes ad-
vantage of badness as well as of goodness to
reveal truth to us. Verses 7 and 8 show his
estimate of all sacrifice made for him. The
poor we have always with us, and whatever we
do for them we do for him, as he has elsewhere
shown us. Jesus knew that the day of his
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burial was near. He knew that when he died
Mary would eagerly give such a treasure of
perfume as this to honor and beautify his
tomb, He approves of her act because of the
spirit behind it.

LIl We learn lessons concerning popular
admiration (verses 9-12). Even vice admires him!”
virtue so long as virtue does not directly crit- IV. We learn a solemn lesson from the
icise it. A gambler will be honest in his in-  hatred of the chief priests (verse 10), The
dignation against a sweat-shop. There were nearer the Lord came to them the more they
many people ready to applaud Jesus because he  hated him. Viciousness, reproved, never for-
criticised other sinners. On the other hand, gives. Lazarus is hated also because he showed
many of these converts doubtless may have been  forth our Lord's power and goodness.

" The Lesson Word Studies.

Norg.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

“sincere and permanent. Curiosity is sometimes
used by God as a door of entrance to hig
kingdom. The voice of the people is not the
voice of God, and public opinion is the most
fitful thing on earth. Six brief days changed
“‘Hosanna to the Son of David” into “Crucify

The anointing of Jesus by Mary of Bethany is the last recorded event in the life of our Lord prece’
the crowded scenes of passion week. It occurred on the evening preceding fhe triumphal entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem, and is recorded by three of the four evangelits (Matt. 26. 6-13; Mark 14. 3-9; John 11. 55 to
12, 11). Beveral weeks had intervened since the raising of Lazarus, during which time Jesus had retired with
his disciples to ““a city called Ephraim,” several hours’ journey northeast of Jerusalem, Departing thence
he had crossed the Jordan, proceeded southward, recrossing at Jericho, through which city he passed
accompanied by a great caravan of pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem for the great annual celebration of
the passover. Much of that which transpired by the way on this last journey of Jesus to the national
capital is recorded in the synoptical gospels (Matt. 19, 8 to 20. 84; Mark 10. 2-52; Luke 17. 11 to 19. 28).
These passages include mention of the following important and familiar persons and events: The ten lepers
healed; the Pharisee and the publican; Christ blessing little children; the rich young ruler; the ambition of

James and John: the blind men near Jericho healed; and the visit to Zacchwus. ‘

Verse 1. Six days before the passover
==0On the eighth of Nisan, since the passover
festivities began on the fourteenth. It is gen-
erally accepted that the year was A. D. 30, in
which case the eighth of Nisan fell on Friday,
March 31, that is, began at six o'clock p. M. of
that day, and was a Sabbath. We are to think
of Jesus as arriving at Bethany before the Sab-
bath commenced, or early enough not to have
traveled more than the lawful distance on the
Sabbath itself. The feast probably occurred
twenty-four hours later, after the close of the
Sabbath, on Saturday evening.

Bethany—To be identified with the modern
“Azariyeh” or “Lazariyeh,” the place of Laz-
arus,. on the eastern slope of Mount Olivet,
about two miles from Jerusalem. A place in
which on account of its lonely situation many
invalids congregated, giving to the place the
name house of misery. The village to-day con-
tains “about forty poor houses inhabited by
Moslems,"

2. They—Clearly referring to a larger com-
pany than the little family consisting of Laz-
arus and his two sisters. Since the raising of
Lazarus no doubt there were many in Bethany
who believed on Jesus and would be glad to
publicly do him honor.

A supper there—In Bethany, though not
in the home of Lazarus. Matthew and Mark

both explicitly state that it was in the house of
Simon, who had been a leper. We infer that
this man had been healed by Jesus on some
former occasion, and that therefore he would
have a special and prominent part in this re-
ception tendered the Master,

3. A pound (Arpav)—A weight equivalent
to our pound (troy) of twelve ounces,

Ointment of pure mnard—The Greek
phrase (popov vépBov morikdls) is very rare,
occurring only here and in Mark 14. 3. Its
meaning, therefore, is not quite certain. It may
mean (1) “genuine (pure) nard” as dis-
tinguished from adulterated nard, which was
cheaper and more common: or (2) “drinkable
(liguid) nard,” and ointments were sometimes
drunk mixed with wine; or (8) “Pistic nard”
in which case “Pistic” is to be taken as a
proper adjective derived from the name of the
place from which the ointment was obtained,
though no such place now appears to be known.
All of these meanings find support in the
analysis of the Greek phrase. Of the three, the
first is to be preferred. The nard (vdpBos) itself
was an aromatic oil extracted from an East In-
dian plant, the Nardostachys ‘Jatamansi, and
was, as the evangelist explains, very precious
(comp. verse 5 below).

The feet—Matthew and Mark both mention
only an anointing of the head, which doubtless
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preceded this batking of the feet with the re-
maining or greater portion of the precious
liquid.

Odor—The fragrance.

4, Judas Iscariot—The treasurer of the
apostolic company, who would most naturally
be interested in money values more than the
others. Concerning him we know (1) of his
call (Matt. 10. 4; Mark 3. 19; Luke 6. 16) ;
(2) that Jesus early foretold his treachery
(John 6. 70, 71); (3) that he betrayed Jesus
(Matt, 26, 14-49; (4) of his subsequent re-
morse and suicide (Matt. 27, 3-5).

5. Three hundred shillings—Literally,
three hundred denmarii. The denarius was a
Roman silver coin the value of which seems to
have varied greatly from time to time. Prob-
ably about seventy-two dollars would be a fair
equivalent in our money, which was a fabulous
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sum for one of moderate circumstances to
squander in this way.

6. He was a thief—A personal recollection
of John, who had doubtless suspected the traitor
long before his true character was openly re-
vealed.

Bag—Or box.

Took away—The Greek verb (Bacréfw)
sometimes means “to make away with,” “to
steal,” which is doubtless John's intended use
here.

7. To keep it against the day of my
burying—Perhaps better as in the marginal
rendering, it was that she might keep it, ete.

10. Chief priests took counsel—So re-
markable had been the demonstration in honor
of Jesus at Bethany that it attracted the at-
tention and determined opposition of the au-
thorities at Jerusalem.

The Lesson Exposition

ESSENTIALS AND NONESSENTIALS

The three accounts (Matt. 26. 6-13; Mark
14. 3-9; John 12. 1-8) of this beautiful incident
is an interesting example of the independence
and variations of the records of the gospel
writers. Matthew and Mark give the event as
having taken place two days before the Pass-
over, while John puts it six days. It is gen-
erally granted that John is correct. In any
case there is a difference which it is not worth
while to try to reconciie. The value of the ac-
count is just the same whether the event hap-
pened two days or six days before the passover.
Again, John does not tell us where the feast
was held, though, if we did not have the ac-
counts of Matthew and Mark, who inform us
that it was in the house of Simon the leper, we
would naturally infer that it was in the home of
Martha and Mary and Lazarus. But, again, it
does not really mattey in whose house it took
place. The when and the where are nonessen-

tials. Then, too, Matthew and Mark do not
tell us that it was Mary who anointed Jesus,
but simply refer to a “woman.” John tells us
that it was Mary, and no doubt Matthew and
Mark knew it was she, But if we were entirely
Ignorant "of the woman’s name it would not
greatly matter. What she did, not her name, is
the great thing. Of the woman who similarly
anointed Jesus months before this occasion, we
really are ignorant. “ It is only by tradition that
she is known as Mary Magdalene. Yet, again,
Matthew tells us that it was “some of his dis-
ciples” who were indignant because of the ex-
travagance of Mary’s anointing; Mark simply
says “there were some that had indignation,”
while John tells us that it was Jidas Iscariot.

0 matter, again, for it is the spirit, whether
manifested by one or many, that is important.

There is at least one discrepancy, and there
are many variations; but as to all the essen-
tials of the story itself there can be no question,
and it is the story, and not its accidents, that
concerns us,

Tue FAME oF Love

In Mark’s account of this incident there is a
statement that should be put at the front of its
study. He tells us that Jesus declared, “Where-
soever this gospel shall be preached throughout
the whole world, this also that she hath done
shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.” This
prediction has been richly fulfilled, for this
story of Mary is one of the most familiar and
fascinating stories of the Bible, and it is doubt-
ful whether any circumstance in the gospel his-
tory, aside from those things which belong to
the highest features of Christ’s own experiences,
has entered as deeply into the thought shd feel-
ings of the world as this. What Mary did se-
cured for her an everlasting fame. No master
of war who conquered for himself a throne ever
gained so universal and enviable a glory as did
this humble woman at Bethany. She outranks
seholars, and ghilosophers, ﬁnd soldiers, and -
discoverers, and inventors, “The greatest of -
these is love.” In God's sight the supreme
achievements are the achievements of love.
Love represents life at its highest, and its high-
est refister stands above everything else. Christ
himself illustrates this law: for just as he be-
stowed upon Mary for her deed of love a
world-wide fame, so God the Father, because
Jesus expressed his love in unequaled sacrifice,
“gave him a name that is above every name.’”
Mary was not dreaming of fame; and Jesus
“made himself of no reautatlnn." But exalta-
tion in the kingdom of God always springs out
of self-forgetfulness,
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VALUE OF MARY'S AcT

But some one, viewing it from the practical
point of view, may say Mary is not entitled to
this distinction, “Of what value to the world
has her act been? Columbus gave to humanity
a new hemisphere, and other men by great dis-
coveries and inventions have multiplied the
wealth of the world. But what value has ac-
crued to the world from Mary’s deed?” That is
the money-changer’s question, and that is his
conception of value, To him flowers would
have no value except for the fact that there are
people enough who appreciate them to make
them marketable. But the money-changer’s ques-
tion also reveals his blindness. He fails to see
that commercial value itself is dependent upon
certain higher qualities which are not matters
of commerce. Man's lower life is made fruitful
by the enrichment of his higher life. The great
inventions and discoveries have all bern made
where the influence of Christ’s gospel of love
has been most fully felt. A world without love
would be a world without worth., Selfishness is
destructive of value, The things which men

possess can have worth only as men themselves
take on worth. Therefore when Mary there in
Bethany did a thing that for all these centuries
has been an inspiration to millions of lives in
all gentleness and self-forgetfulness and sacri-
fice, filling life with the perfume of the holiest
and finest sentiments, she helped to lift hu-
manity to a higher range of value. It would be
as foolish to ignore the rain and the dew and
the sunshine, in discussing the fruits of the
fields, as to forget such influence as that which
went out from Mary in considering the material
values of the world,

Tne Unconscious MEANING,0F MARY's Act

Jesus saw a significance in what Mary did
that Mary herself did not perceive. In John’s
account Jesus says, “Let her alone: against the
day of my burying hath she kept this.” 1In
Mark (14. 8) it is, “She is come beforehand to
anoint, my body to the burying.” We cannot
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suppose that that purpose was in the heart of
Mary. To suppose that it was would mar the
beauty of the story. Jesus saw a meaning in
Mary’s sacrifice of love that she was not aware
of. Mary did not know that Jesus was to pe
crucified, and that his body, upon which she
poured out the rich ointment, would soon lie
in the sepulcher. But her act was just such an
act as would have been most appropriate if she
had known. Love makes no mistakes, and its
service is always appropriate. God sees the
connections of what we do with things unknown
to us, and binds our service to all his future
plans. What we do with the intent of love is
very sure to have wider ranges of connectien
than the things within our thought.

INCORRIGIBLE WICKEDNESS

It is doubtful if anything recorded of them so
proves the incorrigible wickedness of the rulers
of the Jews as what is here said of them. They
took counsel to put Lazarus to death, because
many were being brought to believe on Christ
on account of him. In nothing had Lazarus

committed any offense, He had died, and Jesus
had raised him from the dead. The iogic of the
miracle was so convincing that mnnf' believed
on Jesus as the Messiah. But the rulers would
not be convinced by any proof. With them it
was not a matter of logic, but of passion and
hatred. They had long been plotting to put
Jesus himself to death; now they plotted to put
Lazarus to death, whose living presence was a
testimony for Christ to which ho reply could
be made. They were determined not to know
the truth, and they were ready to murder a
witness who was leading others to the know]-
edge of the truth. It is a revelation of their
unspeakable and hopeless wickedness: and in
the light of it we can understand. the fearful
denunciations which Christ poured out upon
them which are recorded in the twenty-third
chapter of Matthew. And it reveals also a law
of human nature under the mastery of evil,
which is that hatred of the truth leads to hatred
of every one who testifies of the truth.

THE LESSON PRAYER

Blessed Christ, we can understand why they made a feast for thee
at Bethany ; for Simon thou hadst cleansed of leprosy, and Lazarus
thou hadst raised from the dead. But we also should make thee our
guest of highest honor ; for thou hast cleansed us from the leprosy of sin
and raised us up from spiritual death. Kindle in our hearts the grate-
ful love that moved Mary to anoint thee with costly ointment ; and grant
that from our lives, through kindly deeds done unto others as unto thee,
may go forth an influence, fine and rich as the perfume of Mary's ala-
baster box, to sweeten the moral atmosphere of the world. Amen. __J
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The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1

That supper at Bethany was lifted into sub-
lime altitudes of meaning by the presence of the
Master.

The supper was given in honor of Christ. He
does greatest honor to himself who honors God.

Commonplaces were glorified by the beautiful
spirit of sympathy and service at that Bethany
supper.

It is the beautiful moss grown over the
moldering wall.

It is the morning-glory trailing over the
weather-beaten fence.

It is the sunshine driving shadows from the
world. - g -

One man was guest at that board who had
been dead and in the grave.

At the approach of Christ the grave gives up
its prey.

The glooms of sorrow disappear when the
glory of his solace comes.

Hearts in the homé will not be estranged who
make firm friends with him.

No night is so dark but the coming of Christ
will bring the sunrise.

When we take Christ for our life the dearest
things which have been dead come back to life
again.

But for the presence of Christ the presence
of a guest who had lain in the grave had been
incredible.

But it is the office of Christ to make the in-
credible credible. The presence of Lazarus was
practical proof of the power of Christ.

11T

Every good deed is as ointment poured forth.

One’s best is always good in the eyes of the
Master,

Good deeds need no heralding; they dissemi-
nate themselves like a perfume.

Many a perfume calls up some happy past,
and so was this of the spikenard in memory of
Lazarus’s resurrection,

The value of the gift was telltale of the giver's
love.

No bitter spirit can exhale a sweet fragrance,
Every flower gives off the scent of its soul, sweet

L or otherwise,

If the recipient can take it love always gives
ts best. To count the cost and call it sacrifice
is not the method of love. TLove holds no gifts
t00 good to bestow on the loved one.

In the measure that life falls short of love it
is incomplete.

Full-grown love is full-grown life.

v

As a pebble thrown into a pool sends a wave
to the outermost edge, so good deeds spread in
widening waves across the world,

The hope of the world’s redemption lies in the
eternal growth of goodness.

Evil may endure and increase for a time, but
it has at the heart of it no principle of eternal
vitality.

Evil is a work of the devil. *“For this pur-
pose was the Son of God manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil.”

If the eternal God can destroy evil tempora-
rily, can he not destroy it eternally? :

God has planted the principle of eternal
vitality in the principle of goodness.

The leaven of goodness is steadily leavening
the whole wide world,

He was a_traitor who thought that the gen-
erous gifts of love were wasted.

Judas had brooded over the value of coin till
he lost sight of the value of character. Eyes
grow dim that gaze too much on gold.

One may pauperize his heart by filling his
pockets with gold.

With Judas everything was a matter of cash.
With him nothing counted which did not count
in terms of cash.

Men say, “Business is business”; they forget
that business may be basecness.

The hand of a man whose heart is that of a
traitor can never be trusted.

In the minds of some people nothing is of
service that cannot be sold.

Spiritual values are too big to be sold in
material shambles,

Judas had more interest in his purse than he
had in “the poor.” A man may clothe a bad
motive with a good mantle. Pretensious piety
is perfidity. n

A woman is in great company when Christ
tells the evil one to “let her alone.”

Our Master is able to hold the hell hounds of
evil at bay.

The humblest ministry to men is appreciated
by our Master.

“Let her alone” is the rebuke of Christ to the
commercial greed of all times and all climes.

In the eyes of the Master many a deed that is
done in _the dust shines with the splendor of the
stars. Lowliness may be full of loveliness,

Vit
“Me ye have not always” minds me of sea-
sonable service,
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Opportunities of service may slip past us
unobserved.

Weakness is always an appeal to strength;
need is always an appeal to sources of supply.

OOL BANNER

[April 16

Some minds are more drawn by curiosity than
they are by Christ. The Jews were more eager
to see Lazarus who was raised to life than to
see “the Life” that had raised Lazarus.

The Lesson Heart Talk

We learned a blessed lesson at Bethany last
Sunday. To-day we learn another from the
same circle of Jesus's friends, We learn much
from those who know him intimately., It is
good to live in the same houses with one dear
to him; good to visit where he is present with
the guests, I love to spend much time, in
thought, with his friends at Bethany. The in-
cident of our lesson did not occur in Martha and
Mary's home. It was in the house of Simon the
leper, but they must have been intimate friends,
because Martha served at the supper and Mary
felt enough at home to do whatever her heart
moved her to do. This supper given in his
honor was the last occasion when Jesus met his
friends socially; it was their last opportunity
to give him an expression of regard. It must
have been a pleasant memory when they saw no
more on earth his face. We know not when our
friends may leave us; let us say and do what
will make them happy “while the days are going
by.” Think of Jesus, after weeks of toil, preach-
ing, teaching, healing ; meeting the hatred of the
Jews and the hard unbelief of people who al-
ways misunderstood him; think of him coming
to Martha's quiet home where she would think
nothing a trouble that would minister to his
comfort, and where Mary would sit at his feet
joyfully believing every word he said. *Jesus

loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.”

It is not fancy, but scriptural truth, that
Jesus still values love above all other gifts.
“Give me thy heart” is his constgnt appeal.
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?” We
can offer no gift to our friends so rich and
sweet as love, Bless them with its repeated ex-
pression while you have the chance. If you
can make anyone's home-coming from the work-
aday world restful and refreshing by the silent
or the spoken ministries of love, I charge you
use the opportunity as it flies: it may pass all
too quickly and leave you chilled with vain
regret,

It was the love in Mary's alabaster box that
made it “very precious.” Judas counted the
money value: Jesus counted the heart value.

upon monuments that are to-day forgotten, but
this memorial of love is spoken of all over the
world, and will be always, wherever the story of
Jesus is told. Other tongues shall cease, but
the speech of love is the immortal music of
heaven. There was another Mary who broke a
precious box to anoint the feet of her Lord. She
loved much because she had much forgiven:
this Mary loved much becauyse she had received
much. Whether from the heart of the “sinner”
despised by the Pharisee, or the heart of the
woman honored in home and social relationships,
the love was equally valued by the Lord of Love,
We envy those who possess rare gifts for use-
fulness, who are able to do that which men
praise. But what men praise most does not al-
ways please God. The approving words, “She
hath done what she couldy’ encourage us who
feel our limitations. He never asks more than
we are able to do. He is not pleased when we
strain to do beyond our ability. What she
could, not more than she could, as we, in these
strenuous days are tempted to try, not always
for love's sake, but for pride, ambition, and
human praise.

Many loving hearts are pouring out their
store for Jesus' sake, quite unconscious how
very precious it is to him,

“The look of sympathy, the gentle word,
Spoken so low that only angels heard,
The secret act of pure self-sacrifice
Unseen by man, but marked by angel eyes—
These are not lost!

“The kindly plans devised for others’ good,
So seldom guessed, so little understood,
The quiet, steadfast love which strove to win
Some wanderer from the woeful ways of sin—
These are not lost!"”

A word of encouragement was spoken to one
who said, “You do not know how much you have
helped me.” “I did not try to help you; it was
in my heart,” her friend replied. It was in
Mary’s heart to give this expression of affec-
tion to Jesus because she had sat at his feet and

Thousands in gold and silver have been spent there had learned to love him best of all.

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. As Christians, who have become what they
are by the death of the Lord, death itself must
remain a something continually present to us
all. But gladsomeness of heart is just what

turns even the continual thought of death into
something that does not annoy us in the cheerful
moments of social life,—Schleiermacher.

2. Verse 2. In Christ we find the finest grace
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of manhood. He was a friend and a brother to
all who came his way, and to all whose way he
could intercept. He exhibited an open spirit
of good will toward all mankind. He sought
the populous and busy places of life. He was
to be found wherever men assembled themselves
together. He was fond of the home, and the
social circle; nor did he scorn the feast, and the
panquet. He delighted in conversation, and
Joved to pour out the riches of his mind and
beart upon all who were open-hearted and
sincere. ¢
3. Verses 2, 3.

Her eyes are homes of silent prayer,
Nor other thought her mind admits
But, he was dead, and there he sits,

And he that brought him back is there,

Then one deep love doth supersede
All other, when her ardent gaze
Roves from the living brother’s face,
‘And rests upon the Life indeed.

All subtle thought. all curious fears,
Borne down by gladness so complete,
She bows, she bathes the Saviour's feet

With costly spikenard and with tears,

Thrice blest whose lives are faithful prayers,
Whose loves in higher love endure;
What souls possess themselves so pure,
Or is there blessedness like theirs?
—Tennyson.

4. Verse 3. If we should gather all the
flowers that grow upon the mountain-sides and
in the valleys, and® heap them up before God,
be would not be richer than he is now but when
we bring ourselves to him, and affection after
affection opens and exhfles in his presence, he
is richer, and his g)ys are greater.—Beecher,

5. Verses 7, 8. The spirit that offers pre-
cious things simply because they are precious
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. is a good and just feeling, and as well-
pleasing to God and honorable to men, as it is
beyond all dispute necessary to the production
of any great work in the kind with which we
are at present concerned. That costliness must
be an acceptable condition in all human offer-
ings at all times,—an external sign of their
love and obedience, and surrender of themselves
and theirs to his will. It is not the church we
want, but the sacrifice; not the emotion of ad-
miration, but the act of adoration; not the gift,
but the giving.—John Ruskin.

6. It was an act of devoted sacrifice, of ex-
quisite self-abandonment; and the poor Gali-
leans who followed Jesus, so little accustomed
to any luxury, so fully alive to the costly nature
of the gift, might well have been amazed that it
should have all been lavished on the rich luxury
of one brief moment. None but the most
spiritual-hearted there could feel that the deli-

cate odor which breathed through the perfumed
house might be to God a sweet-smelling savor;
that even this was infinitely too little to satisfy
the love of her who gave, or the dignity of
Him to whom the gift was given.—Farrar,

7. Verse 9.

Turn to the world—its curious dwellers view,

Like Paul’s Athenians, seeking something new,

Be it a bonfire’s or a city’s blaze,

The gibbet’s victim, or the nation’s gaze,

A female atheist, or a learned dog,

A monstrous pumpkin, or a mammoth heg,

A murder, or a muster—'tis the same,

Life’s follies, glories, griefs, all feed the flame.

Hark, where the martial trumpet fills the air,

How the roused multitude come round to stare;

Sgort drops his ball, toil throws his hammer by,

Thirst breaks a bargain off, to please his eye;

U{‘) fly the windows, even fair mistress cook,

Though dinner burn, must run to take a look.
~—Charles Sprague.

The Lesson Illustrated

Verses 2, 3. In all the folklore of the
world, whenever a prince is to be placated, the
very best present possible is sent. Recall the
forty basins of jewels in the story of Aladdin.
To Mary Christ was her King. She gave the
best she had. The pocketbook is not always
converted with the heart. It is a pity that this

“is so, not only for the fact, but also for what
it indicates. With some it means the adoption
of a double set of morals, one for business and
one for religion,

Verse 5. “Even on calculation of mere
social economy, the world is far better, the poor
are far richer, for the waste of the ointment
than the three hundred pence could have made
them. The charge of the six hundred at Bala-
klava might not be war, but it has inspired
more noble heroism than all the consummate

strategy of Waterloo. Many a rash impulse
teaches the world more than the profoundest
science of political economy.”—Henry Allon,
“Are we, then, to calculate every offering te
Christ by the simple measure of utility? Are
we to build churches, and regulate services of
worship, on the simple principle of getting for
our money as much as we can? Counting
seats, calculating the minimum of decent com-
fort, balancing in our hands the three hundred
pence? Is this rule of utility to denude our
churches of ornament, to impoverish our ritual
of music and song, to reduce churches to mere
places of shelter, and worship to a mere canon
of propriety? Are we never to pour forth our
ointment? Is the enthusiasm of love, even
though in its impetuosity it breaks the costly
vase, to be rebuked as wasteful? Is utility the
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whole of piety? Is it the whole of life even? when the poor of London want bread?"—Henry
May not love give for love's sake; strive to  Allon.

pour forth itself? Must i lways take the Verse 9. Is not this curiosity paralleled in
form of almsgiving? Is ador: forbidden it? our day? Sometimes one is led to think that
S0 we demur to distant Chris .o enterprises.  the presence of some at a funeral is not for the
Might not the cost and labor of heathen missions sake of showing their sympathy but to see how
be bestowed upon the poor at home? Why the mourners act and to indulge their morbid
spend money upon preaching to Hottentots, curiosity.

The School of Practice

1. They gave Jesus a feast in Simon’s house because they loved him and were grateful for what he had
done for them. 1 cannot do this directly for Christ, but this week I will seek some, way of doing something
for some one as an expression of my love for Christ.

2. Mary gladly gave the best she had to Jesus. 1 will seek this week to give to Christ, in service or
sacrifice, whatever may appear to be needed.

8. Many who saw Lazarus believed on Jesus because of him. 1f I am not now a professed follower of
Christ I will this week consider whether the new spiritual life which Jesus has given to others ought not to
cause me to believe on him,

The Lesson Digest and Teachers’ Guide

GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK.—1. Puarallel Passages, Matt. 26, 6-13 and Mark 14. 8, 9 should be care-
fully compared for, supplementary facts. Neither gives the name of the woman who anointed Jesus or the
name of her critic (both given by John); but both supply the name of the host (omitted by John). The
account in Luke 7. 86-50 of the anointing of our Lord’s feet by “a woman in the city, which was a sinner,”
has resemblances to the narrative we now study, but cannot well be identified with it. 2. Connecting Links,
(1) John 11, 46-57. The narrative ( including Lesson 11) continues unbroken from the beginning of John 11,
But (2) John does not give in detail events recorded by the other evangelists, especially by Luke (17. 11 to
19. 28); the healing of the ten lepers; the teaching concerning divorce (Matthew and Mark) and concerning the
coming of the kingdom of God; the parable of the Pharisee and the publican; the visit of the rich young
ruler; the blessing of little children; prophecies of the crucifixion; the ambition of James and John (Mat-
thew and Mark); the healing of the blind man near Jericho; the visit to Zacchseus; the parable of the ten pieces
of money; and the journey up from Jericho. 3. A Simple Analysis. The lesson passage divides naturally
between verses 8 and 4 and between verses 3 and 9, giving us three scenes: (1) the anointing, (2) the criticism,

and (8) the priestly plotting for our Lord’s death. 4. Changes Made by the Revision. Verses1-8 are run
together in one paragraph, and verses 9-11 in another, Verse 2 : “at meat ” instead of *‘at the table™: the

Greek is literally * reclined,” not ‘‘sat.” Verse 8: “pure nard” (margin, “llql‘xld nard ”’) instead of

“wpikenard " ; ** precious " instead of * eoatlu‘ Verse 4 : the words “ Simon’sson’’ are omitted. Verse 5:
« ghillings " instead of * pence.” Verse6: ‘‘ box " instead of **bag " ; *‘ took away "’ instead of ‘‘ bare.” In
verse T the words of Jesus are rendered, * SBuffer her to keep it against the day of my burial.” Verse §
begins: * The common people therefore of the Jews learned.” Verse 10: ‘‘took counsel” instead of con-
sulted.” There are also slight grammatical changes. 5. Light from Other Seriptures. The crowds that
came to Jerusalem for the passover are glanced at in John 11, 55; see also John 12,20, Martha's disposition
to serve her friends is shown in Luke 10. 88, 40, 41. Mary’s loving reverence even before the resurrection of
Lazarus is shown in Luke 10. 89, 42. Concerning the cruse of ointment see Mark 14, 8. That our Lord
understood Judas’s character is evident from John 6, 70, 71. That our Lord and his disciples regularly set
aside money for the poor, and that it was Judas's responsibility as treasurer to distribute this money, seems to
be intimated in John 18.29. Verse 7: The reply of our Lord as re},mrted by Matthew (26. 12) makes his mean
plainer: *“In that she poured this ointment upon my body she did it to prepare me for burial.” Words of
appreciation unrecorded by John are given in Matt. 26, 13. Verse 8 : Compare Deut. 15. 11 with our Lord’s
words about the poor, Verse 9: ‘ The common I)eople " (Revision) formed a definite class (see Mark 12. 87)
which the learned classes held in contempt. Instead of *‘a great multitude ’ (verse 12) some ancient
authorities read ‘the common people.” ith verse 11 compare John 11. 45. @. Ilustrative Facts.
teacher should familiarize himself with the customs of the Y)ussover feast; with the location of Bethany: with
our Lord’s friendship for the family of Lazarus; with the burial customs of the Jews: with the simple, com-
munistic life of an itinerant rabbi and his disciples; with the increasing popularity of Jesus amoug the
common people; and with the steadily intensifying hatred of the chief priests. %. Material for the Teacher’s
S{:};{i& Bpogil articles on Missions in any good Bible Dioti y, and ially THE LEssoN Exro-

The Junior Grade. supplied with & copy of the Intermediste
Quarterly. ] v
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lesson Material: John 12. 1-11.

Study Material for the Teacher: See note
on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK, above.

Illustrative Material: On the cover of this
pumber of THE BaANNER is a picture of the
present village of Bethany. Show its location
on o map. Draw in the class an outline of the
probable arrangement of the tables at the “‘sup-
per”; show how the guests reclined, with their
faces toward the table and their feet extending
in the opposite direction. The Drawing Lesson
(a picture of a rose) was prepared to show
(od's pleasure in all beauty, and his gratifica-
tion when we, with hearts of love, return beauty
to him. How can we do this? Which in God's
gight are the most beautiful songs, the most
peautiful hands, the most beautiful people?
Constructing the Lesson.

Connecting Links: The connection with last
Sunday's lesson is given in John 11. 46-57, and
in our WoRD STUDIES, page 304.

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: (Suggestions
for the actual work of teaching are given below.)

1. Mary Showing Her Love for Jesus (verses
1-3). (a) Once every year the people from all
over the country crowded to Jerusalem to the
Passover Feast. (b) Jesus came with the rest.
(¢) Jesus reached the little town of Bethany
six days before the Passover Feast. (d) Beth-
any was the place where Lazarus had lived and
died and lived again; it was near Jerusalem.
(¢) Our Lord’s friends made him a supper.
(f)Lazarus sat at the supper table. (g) Mar-
tha waited on the table. (h) Where was Mary?
Mary came in later and anointed the feet of
Jesus with lovely perfumery, and wiped them
with her flowing hair. (i) The house was filled
with the sweet smell.

2. Judas Finding Fault with Mary’s Way of

Showing her Love for Jesus (verses 4-8).

(a) Judas was a false friend, a traitor; a thief,

too. (b) He wanted the, perfumery sold and
the money given to the poor. (c¢) He really
meant to steal the money before the poor could
et it. (d) Jesus was glad to have Mary show
er love for him in her own way. (e) We
should always help the poor.

3. Friends and Foes (verses 9-11). (a) Every-
body wanted to see Lazarus, who had been dead
and was alive again. (b) Many believed on
Jesus. (¢) This made the wicked priests hate

‘him more than before.

Teaching the Lesson.

Developing the Outline: One of the most
prominent traits of the boy and girl between the
ages of nine and thirteen is sugﬁestibility.
“Careful suggestion on the part of the teacher
may work wonders in the character and Fur-
poses of the pupils.” Our Story Material, wisely
Emepted. will make a deep impression on
Juniors.” They are naturally interested in
action, in persons and places, and in cause and
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effect. There is much of morai and spiritual
force in this study. Make the most of that
force without much sermonizing or too definite
phrasing of the ‘‘teachings” in separate sen-
tences. The boys and girls of this grade have
strong perceptive powers, growing memory,
strong imagination, and consciences steadily in-
creasing in activity., Use every picture, map,
and object within your reach which really and
directly bears on the lesson passage. Use ques-
tions freely, but do not depend on them. Lead
the class in a conversation, trying with all your
powers to weave this event in our Lord's life,
with all of its beautiful and holy suggestiveness,
into the very warp and woof of the lives of
your pupils.

1. Let us make believe that we have been
invited to the supper at Bethany. We ask the
way to the house of Simon. When we reach
its doors we are invited to remove our sandals.
The guests, all smiling and happy, do not notice
us; they pay most attention to the Master and
to Lazarus. The table is long and low—much
lower than ours; no chairs stand beside it, but
little sofas are placed, each with its end to the
table. What piles of good things are on that
table! Stews and puddings and fruits! Each
of us is asked to recline on a sofa. We do so,
but not on our backs; we lean on our left el-
bows and keep our right hands free; our faces
are toward the table, and our feet, of course,
point in the other direction. Martha helps us to
the good things on the table. If the teacher
has a picture of the scene it will be found
helpful in this description. See articles in
any Bible dictionary describing Martha. No
wonder the guests constantly watch the man
who was dead and is alive again, and con-
stantly listen to Jesus, who raised him from
the dead. While Martha is asking us to have
something more to eat we suddenly smell some-
thing lovely. The odor becomes stronger and
sweeter, and soon fills the room and the whole
house. It comes from Mary’s box of ointment
(perfume). In last Sunday’s lesson we read
about Mary too. She has been waiting to show
the Lord Jesus how much she loves him. She
wants to give him the very lovelicot thing she
owns; so she has gone to her room and looked
over her treasures. And she has found nothing
quite so beautiful as this alabaster box and the
lovely odor it contains. So she brings it to the
Lord Jesus. (It will not be amiss just here to
show a bottle of cologne, and to put a little on
the handkerchief of each pupil, or, if possible,
to show the boys and girls a piece of alabaster.)
Mary bathes the Lord’s feet with the ointment
and wiPes tiem with her hair.

We love the Lord Jesus, too. What can we
do? The hymn,

“Take m Iove.. my Lord; I pour
At thy feet its treasure store,”
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may profitably be read to the class. (It will
be well for the teacher, by story, by song, and
by object lesson, to give forceful sdggestions as
to what each of us may give the Lord Jesus.
But do mnot too closely carry out details.
Rather try to fill their minds with holy desires
and with questions of conscience. )

2. It is sad to have to turn from such good
people as Martha and Mary to such a bad per-
son as Judas Iscariot, who even now was plan-
ning to betray Jesus. Surely nothing could be
worse than that; but Judas was ready to steal,
too, for he wished he had the money this per-
fume cost. He did not really want to give it
to the poor; he wanted to keep it for himself.
But Jesus understood. He understands us all,
and knows what is in our hearts. He told
Judas that there was not a day nor a night
from one New Year’s Day to the next one when
he could not help the poor if he wanted to, but
there were not many days left in which Mary
could show her love in this way; for Jesus was
soon to die.

3. Show the increasing interest of the com-
mon people in Jesus, and show the wickedness
of the chief priests.

In telling this story have a keen eye for
cause and effect, and a constant watch over the
suggestiveness of your words. The raising of
Lazarus from the dead was the cause of the
supper of the invitation to Lazarus as well as
to Jesus; it was the cause also of Martha
serving and of Mary bringing the spikenard.
The chief priests now tried to kill both Jesus
and Lazarus. They knew that the people knew
they were not good, and they were afraid of
Jesus, who was beloved by the people. The
treason of Judas and the hypocrisy of the chief
priests should be made plain; but throughout
the lesson throw emphasis on the virtues ca-
hibited, not on the vices.

Home Work for the Pupils.

Advance Work and Construction: Draw the

Im Branch Intermediate Quarterly, page 317.

ead the BIBLE READING FOR EACH pAY from
April 17 to KEaster Sunday. These Readings
are exceedingly simple and wil make next
Sunduy’s lesson clear. Read the LETTER ABOUT
Qun LEssox STORY.

The Intermediate Grade

For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years,
inclusive. Each pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Senior Quarlt::;l{,
the Intermediate Qua:terly, or the Berean Al
Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material : John 12. 111

Study Material for the Teacher : See note on
GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK above.

Illustrative Material : Use a paper pad or slate
{for the outline of the lesson.

[April 16

Constructing the Lesson.
Connecting Links: The connection with last
Sunday’s lesson is given in John 11. 46-57, and
in our WORD STUDIES, page 304.
Arrangement of Lesson Facts: (Suggestions
for the actual work of teaching are given
below.)
1. Jesus and Mary (verses 1-3). («) Jesus
sympathizes with life’s joys as well as with its
sorrows. Five days before Gethsemane and al-
most under the shadow of the cross he accepts
a supper given in his honor. His mental agony
is held in control while he ‘accepts the courte-
sies of his friends. (b) Lazarus, Martha, Mary
—as different from each other as a brother and
sisters can be, and yet all beloved by Jesus,
(¢) The supper was itself a token of thankful-
ness to Jesus, who had raised Lazarus from the
dead. (d) Mary in the midst of the banquet
anoints the feet of our Lord with liquid nard, a
luxurious perfume, bottled luxuriously, and
wipes them with her hair. It had been her
earlier custom to sit at his feet and listen to
his teachings; when her brother was dead she
Lad fallen there in sorrow; now, in gratitude,
she anoints them and wipes them with her hair,
(¢) Each must honor Jesus in his own way.
Simon gave the supper; Lazarus's living pres-
ence was eloquent; Martha entertains and
helps; Mary made her beautiful g'fft. Our Lord
saw the heart of each and accepted each,
(f) Nobody there counted the cost of anything
they did for Jesus. Love never counts the cost,
(g) Sincere gifts to God’s cause always have
deeper meaning than the givers can know.
Mary's act has inspired unnumbered thousands.
2. The Question of Judas (verses 4-0).
(a) Judas’s character—our Lord’s knowledge
of it. His attempt to value a token of love by
.money values gives us a glimpse of it. (D) But
probably Judas's estimate of its expensiveness
was correct. (¢) Much criticism of holy en-
deavors has its origin in treason of heart,
(d) The Lord’s interpretation of Mary’s act.
(e) Our duty to the poor. (f) Meanness of
gpirit shuts up the way for blessing one's self,
and tries to deprive the good deeds of others of
their value.

3. Lazarus and the Jews (verses 9-11).

(a) Lazarus drew the crowds, and thus brought
many to Jesus. Every soul raised from the

death of sin to the Ilife of righteousness,

preaches the gospel by his godly life. (b) The
more our Lord’s lovers love him the more his
haters hate him.
Teaching the Lesson, :
On a Friday morning, probably, Jesus and his
disciples left the hom of Zaccheus and pro-
ceeded toward Jerusalem, which was about &
day's walk from Jericho—a most tiresome walk
n!) steeply sloping rocks through a region well-
nigh uninhabited. Probably on Friday evening
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pefore sunset they reached Mount Olivet and
turned into the village of Bethany where lived
the family of Lazarus. The note of time in the
first verse of our lesson is instructive. With
sunset the Jewish Sabbath began—a Sabbath
which he probably spent in quiet in the society
of his friends. With another setting of the sun
the Sabbath closed, and his friends “‘made him
a supper” at the house of one Simon the leper
(Matt. 26. 6).

In developing the Arrangement suggested
above follow the LESSON STATEMENT, page 303,
the LessoN KXPOSITION, page 305, and the
Hearr TALK, page 308.

The Semnior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen. Bach
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly.]

1. Jesus had just arrived at Bethany from
Jericho on his way to J. erusalem. From Jericho
to Jerusalem—17 miles; from Bethany to Jeru-
salem—2 miles. Previous visits to Bethany,
Luke 10. 38-42; John 11, 1-46; doubtless many
visits unrecorded. Jesus started early (verse 1)
to visit his friends; others started early to
purify themselves (John 11, 55; comp. Num.
9. 10). He probably arrived at Bethany on
Friday evening just before sundown, when the
Sabbath began; the supper was given probably
on Saturday evening after sundown, when the
Sabbath closed.

2. During our Lord’s visit to Jerusalem three
months before this (John chapters 9 and 10) he
healed the man born blind, taught concerning
the Good Shepherd, and came into conflict with
the authorities in Solomon’s porch. Note how
the conspiracy against his life has now de-
veloped (John 9. 24; 10. 31, 39; 11. 47-57).
He has become the chief topic of conversation
in Jerusalem (John 11. 56).

8. The accounts of the anointing by Mary
in Matt. 26. 6-9 and Mark 14. 3-5 should be
stadied in connection with our printed verses
and should be carefully compa with the ac-
count of the anointing by the ‘“woman which
was a sinner.” Evidently all four stories have
been preserved for the sake of what Jesus said;
and evidently Matthew, Mark, and John are
describing the same event. But Luke tells of a
different criticism based on the sinfulness of
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the woman rather than on the wastefulness of
the act, and of a very different attitude on the
part of our Lord. Gracious treatment of peni-
tence and gratitude for forgiveness, in Luke's
story; the affectionate acceptance of “what she
could” from a friend already so familiar that
she might be expected to perform for him the
last offices of love, in the story of Matthew,
Mark, and John. So far as we can chrono-
logically arrange the events of our Lord's life
¢he anointing recorded by Luke would seem to
have occurred in Galilee in the early summer
of A. D. 28; that of Matthew, Mark, and John
at the end of March, A. D. 30. So far as we
know the customs of the time, two anointings
by women who perhaps never heard of each
other would not be impossible or even improb-
able. Mary’s act was to Jesus a fresh prophecy
of his approaching death. Though John does
not, like Matthew and Mark, state that this
was to be a memorial of Mary’s own love as
well as of her Beloved One (Matt, 26. 13;
Mark 14. 9), evidently he so regards it, John
11. 2. Compare the characteristics shown at
this supper by Martha and Mary and those
shown in Luke 10. 88-42 and John 11. 20-33.
4. What was our Lord’s attitude toward the
poor? Compare John 13. 290 with Luke
14. 13, 14; Matt. 11, 5; Luke 6. 20. Analyze
the character of Judas as John understood it.
Judas’s criticism was in harmony with his later
acts,

5. The gathering of curiosity seekers (John
12. 9). How Lazarus had come to be regarded
by the chief priests as a political enemy. ‘Were
the conversions mentioned in verse 11 genuine
and lasting? The question of John 11. 56 was
answered by the presence of Jesus in Bethany.

6. Two additional points: (1) A man is best
honored when he is rightly understood. An
African chief proposed to shoot a slave in honor
of an English traveler, so little did he under-
stand what would please his visitor. No man
of Judas's character could thoroughly under-
stand Jesus. (2) Objection to the honor shown
to others is often due to jealousy. The Athe-
nian who voted for the banishment of Aristides
Eecauue he was tired of hearln%hlm called

the Just” is an example. So is Haman, com-
pelled to pay to Mordecai honors he had ex-

pected himself. The jealousy of the priests
explains their hatred.

The Responsive Review

1. Where is the scene of the lesson? Bethany. 2.
dead, 3. What may we say of Mary? GoLpEN TEXT:

was grateful to Jesus for raising her brother

the
“She hath done what she could.” 4. Why did Judas complain? Because he wanted

but for himself.

Why did Mary anoint the feet of Jesus? Because she
the money, not for the poor,

The Church Catechism
How are believers assured of their sonship? Believers are assured of their sonship by the witness
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LESSON IV. The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem*
GOLDEN TEXT. Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Matt. 21. 9,

AUTHORIZED VERSION
[Read John 12. 12-50]
John 12. 12-26 [ Commit to memory verses 12,13)

12 On the next day much people that were
come to the feast, when they heard that Je'sus
was coming to Je-ru'sa-lem,

13 Took branches of palm trees, and went
forth to meet him, and cried, Ho-san'na:
Blessed is the King of Is'ra-el that cometh in
the name of the Lord.

14 And Je'sus, when he had found a young
ass, sat thereon; as it is written,

15 Fear not, daughter of Si‘on: behold, thy
King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

16 These things understood not his disci les
at the first : but when Je'sus was glorified, then
remembered they that these things were written
of him, and that they had done these things
unto him.

17 The peogle therefore that was with him
when he called Laz’a-rus out of his grave, and
raised him from the dead, bare record.

18 For this cause the people also met him,
for that they heard that he had done this
miracle.

19 The Phar'i-sees therefore said among them-
selves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? be-
bold, the world is gone after him.

20 And there were certain (Greeks among them
that came up to worship at the feast:

21 The same came therefore to Phil'ip, which
was of Beth-sa’i-da of Gal'i-lee, and desired him,
saying, Sir, we would see Je'sus.

22 Phil'ip cometh and telleth An’drew: and
again An'drew and Phil’ip tell Je'sus.

23 And Je'sus answered them, saying, The
hour is come, that the Son of man should be
glorified.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit. y

25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and
he that hateth his life in this world shall keep
it unto life eternal.

26 If any man serve me, let him follow me;
and where I am, there shall also my servant be:

'l‘lme.—-ﬂmﬁay morninz.wA»prII 2, A. D. 803
Tuesday, April 4. Place.—The Mount of
Olives, Jerusalem.

Home Readings

M. The Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. John
12. 12-26.

if any man serve me, him will my Father honor.

Revisep VExsiont

12 On the morrow a great multitude that had
come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus
was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took the branches
of the palm trees, and went forth to meet him,
and cried out, Hosanna: . Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord, even the King
of Israel. 14 And Jesus, having found a young
ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15 Fear not,
daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh,
sitting on an ass's colt. 16 These things an-
derstood not his disciples at the first: but when
Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that
these things were written of him, and that they
had done these things unto him. 17 The mul
titude therefore that was with him when he
called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised him
from the dead, bare witness. 18 For this cause
also the multitude went and met him, for that
they heard that he had done this sign. 19 The
Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Be-
hold how ye prevail nothing; lo, the world is
gone after him.

20 Now there were certain Greeks among
those that went up to worship at the feast:
21 these therefore came to Philip, who was of
Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying,
Sir, we would see Jesus. 22 Philip cometh and
telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, and Philip,
and they tell Jesus. 23 And Jesus answereth
them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son

of man should be glorified. 24 Verily, verily, 1
say unto you, Except a grain of wheat fall into
the earth and die, it a ideth by itself alone;
but if it die, it beareth much fruit. 25 He
that loveth his life loseth it; and he that hateth
his life in this world shall keep it unto life
eternal, 26 If any man serve me, let him follow
me: and where I am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, him will the
Father honor.
Tu. “The Lord hath need.” Mark 11, 1-11.
W. The children’s ?rnise. Matt. 21. 10-17.
Th. Tears of gity. Juke 19, 37-48.

. The prophecy. Zech, 9. 9-13.
S “In the name of the Lord.” Psa. 118

19-29.
8. Life lost and saved. Luke 9. 18-26.

The Lesson Hymaos

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 308.
Low in the

Jesus, my Saviour
Waiting the coming day.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 311,
*Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day,”
_ Sons of men and mﬁll say ;
Raise your joy and umphs high.

New Canadian Hi No. 812,
Cosr::.‘ e aﬁt‘:.ab:ehol‘r‘l and wonder,
e place where Jesus lay ;
s bands mmkc{'

He has burst his

*An optional
{The

Lesson is given in brief in the Primary ng:ml Department, page 342.
ns.

Easter
vised Version, copyrighted 1901, by Thomas Nelson &

” }
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Questions for Senior Scholars

1. The Multitude (v. 12-18).—On the next
day after what did the people go forth to meet
Jesus. Were these residents of Jerusalem? To
what feast had they come? Of what are palm
pranches gymbolic? In what words did the

ple call out greetings? From what psalm
are these words taken? What variation do the
other evangelists give? On what was Jesus
seated? Of what question from the prophets
did this remind the evangelist? When did the
disciples understand these ‘things? What was
the great reason for this sudden outburst of
enthusiasm ? On what day probably did the
triumphal entry occur?

2. The Pharisecs (V.
Pharisees hate Jesus?
concerning him?

19).—Why did the
How did they reason

3. The Greeks (v. 20-22).—What seems to
have been the chief theme of conversation among
the people around the temple at the passover?
On what day probably did “certain Greeks”
come to see Jesus? What was the religious at-
titude of these Greeks? (verse 20.) What did
they mean by saying, “We would see Jesus”?
Why did two apostles apparently hesitate about
bringing the Greeks to Jesus?

4. Jesus (v.23-26).—What answer concerning
himself did Jesus make to these Greeks? What
illustration from nature did Jesus use to lead
to a prophecy of his crucifixion? What is the
glory of a grain of wheat? What is the only
true glory of a man? What singular rule does
Jesus give for ‘“keeping” one's life? What
three things does he tell us about his “‘servants” ?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. Palm Branches (v. 12-16).—From what
place did Jesus come to Jerusalem? On what
day did he enter the city? What was attract-
ing so many people to Jerusalem? How did
they know that Jesus would be there? How
did they greet him as he came toward the city?
What did the palm branches signify? ~With
what title did they hail Jesus? What prophecy
was fulfilled that day? Did the disciples under-
stand these things at the time? Why did Jesus
pot now refuse royal honors?

2. The Pharisees and the Greeks (v. 17-22).—

Who told the people what Jesus had done at
Bethany? Why did the people come out to
greet Jesus as the King of Israel? What was
the feeling of the Pharisees toward Jesus?
What did they say? Why did the Greeks come
to Jerusalem?

3. The. Hour is Come (v. 23-26) —How did
Jesus reply to the request of the (reeks? How
did Jesus explain his death and resurrection?
What is it to love life? Who gains the life
eternal? What reward is promised to the faith-
ful follower of Jesus?

Questions for Younger Scholars

When did Zechariah live? Can you remem-
per anything that he said about the coming
King? When did Jesus go up to Jerusalem?
Whom did he meet? Where did he send two
disciples? What for? What did he do with
it? Who followed him? Who came to meet
him? What were they crying? What did they
carry? Where did the children sing later?
Why did not Jesus ride upon a horse? ‘What

Tue ENTRANCE INTO JEeRUSALEM.—Mathe-
gon, Studies in the Portrait of Christ, vol. ii,
pp. 190-204, Dawson, The Life of Christ, pp.
339.342. Fdersheim, Life and Times of Jesus,
vol. ii, pp. 863-375.

HosaANNAS.—Geikie,
Christ, vol. ii, p. 638. Smith and Wace, Dic-

tionary of Christian Antiquities.
Bible Dictionary.

Library References

Life and Words of

Hastings's

did the people spread on (he ground before
him? Could any understand how great a King
he was to be? Why? Because the Holy Spirit
was not ¢t given. Who were angry at all this?
Who wanted to see Jesus? Who brought them
to Jesus? What did he say about a grain of
wheat? About being willing to give up one’s
life? Who will be honored by God? How can
we follow Jesus ?

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 12.—Liddon, H. P., Sermons, vol. iv,
No. 1084. Verse 13.—The Homiletic Review,
vol. xxxvii, p. 412. Verse 18.—The Pulpit,
London, vol. Ixxii, p. 477. Verse 19.—The
Preacher’s Magazine, 1897, p. 60. Verse 20.—
Macmillan, Two Worlds Are Ours, p. 230.
Verse 24.—Liddon, H. P., Sermons, vol, ii, Nos.
(48, (49,



The Lesson Statement

Our lesson presents the Truth of God in-
carnated in the Lord Jesus Christ. Men some-
times applaud the truth, sometimes sneer at it,
sometimes honestly inquire concerning it. The
Lord Jesus reveals it.

1. Popular Applause.

Why did the crowds at Jerusalem welcome
the Saviour? Often bands of singers went forth
to meet the Passover pilgrims, so that these
people were following a custom already marked
out for them. But the reason for this excep-
tional outburst—for the carpeting of the road
with garments and palm branches, and the re-
ception of Jesus as if he were a conqueror, is
to be found in the conviction that he had ful-
filled the words they sang; that he was in his
own person the fulfillment of law and prophets.
How thorough was that fulfillment was not
revealed to the disciples till after our Lord's
death, or, as John would say, his glorification.
It is sadly true to human nature that this ap-
plause and popularity were ephemeral—that
five days later the walls of the same old town
rang with the cruel cry, “Crucify him!”

11. Skeptical Criticism (verse 19).

From the stories of the Triumphal Entry
given by the four evangelists it becomes plain
that the hostile Pharisees of Jerusalem were for
a moment paralyzed. Their plans had not suc-
ceeded ; their subjects had run away from them;
the whole world seemed going after Jesus. A
few hours, however, proved to them that they
were as mistaken in their forecast as were the
applauding people. :

111, Honest Inquiry.

Men brought up inesmganinm. affected b* the
truth partially revealed in the worship at Jeru:
salem, leave their inherited superstitions and
gather to worshi? the Truth of God as Hebrew
ceremonial sets it forth and as Jewish rabbis
have explained it. But here in the temple
courts stands a man who embodies in himself all
that the Hebrew ritual symbolizes and more
than all the best speculations of the rabbis.
From the outer circle the Greeks hear his
super atural teaching and, honestly desiring

Verse 12. On the morrow—The day fol-
Jowing the supper at Bethany, probably Sun-
day, April 2, A. D. 30.

A great multitude—Or, as some ancient
authorities read, the common people (comp.
verse 9).

Coming to Jerusalem—Each of the synop-
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more, ask for an introduction. Why did Philip
hesitate to take these men directly to Jesus?
1V. Incarnated Truth.

Jesus eagerly responds to these men's ques-
tionings. That he saw in their approach the
beginning of the coming of the Gentiles to his
sway, and that that prospect brought with it
the conviction of the death that must first be
endured, cannot be doubted. But all our Lord’s
teachings (the Sermon on the Mount, the con-
versations with Nicodemus and the Samaritan
woman, the conflicts with the scribes, the se-
verities spoken against the Pharisees, and the
tender parables given to the common people)
all must be understood in the light of the cross,
The self-sacrifice of love is the kernel of holy
living. Everything that Jesus did and said
was appropriate to the present crisis and climax,
His crucifixion is but his glorification. A grain
of wheat lives by dying. Its multiplied life de-
pends upon its individual death. Self-sacrifice
is the test of all holiness and goodness. We are
all of us dying to some departments of our lives,
that we may live to others. This JOURNAL has
no readers who are not deliberately sacrificing
some delights for the purpose of securing other
delights, and this entirely aside from religious
motives. Jesus teaches that like the grain of
wheat not only must he die to bring forth the
full fruitage of his life, but without his death

his life would have been an isolation, lacking
world-wide influence. All his followers are un-
der the same law. Verse 25 gathers up in a
sentence the experience of the world. He that
seeks happiness finds it not. He that seeks use-
fulness or good for others finds happiness. He
that seeks his life shall lose it. e that dis-
parages his life in the valuation of the thi
that his life may secure, shall find that life
Verse 26 directs attention to the man
who serves and the man who follows. True
service of the Lord Jesus Christ necessaril
implies following him. “Tnkin% up the cross
has become a hackneyed phrase, but an absolute
necessity of a willingness to follow Christ in all
humiliation and suffering for the sake o
others.

The Lesson Word Studies

Note.— These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.

tists inserts the story of how the colt on which
Jesus rode into the city was obtained for that
purpose (comp. Matt. 21. 1-3; Mark 11. 1T}
Luke 19. 20-35).

13. The branches of the palm trees—
The articles used before the nouns would seem
to indicate that reference is made to well-known
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student to do this for himself than to depend
upon a Harmony of the Gospels to furhish it
for him. And, in teaching, the full four ac-
counts should be considered as the lesson.

Jrsus PLANNING FOR A DEMONSTRATION

We must consider at the outset the rather
surprising fact that in this affair Jesus made
deliberate preparation for a popular demon-
stration. This does not appear in John's ac-
count. But the other evangelists tell us that
Jesus had arranged for the “ass's colt” om
which he rode into the city. It is a misconcep-
tion that his riding on an ass was an indication
of his humility. O the contrary, it was a
sign of distinction. And the animal which he
chose was one on which no man had ever
ridden, just as a little later the gepulcher in
which he was laid was new, wherein no one
bad ever been buried. Jesus chose a time, and
came by a road, and himself traveled in a
manner, that he knew would excite a popular
demonstration. He sought it, he had a purpose
in desiring it.

WHAT WaS CHRIST'S Morive?

Naturally it excites our surprise to ind
Jesus planning to call out a popular demonstra-
tion of enthusiasm for himself. His babit
throughout the preceding years had been just
the contrary. He had discouraged popular ap-
plause, and had escaped from the multitudes
when, as following the miracle of the feeding of
the five thousand, they were most enthusiastic
concerning him. We are impressed at all times
with the fact that he avoided rather than sought
notoriety. But now he deliberately prepares to
attract public attention. What was his motive?

‘he answer gives us the key to his course
throughout the last period of his life. This
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which was no
accident, but was evidently intended and ar-
ranged for by Jesus, was a part of his settled
purpose of voluntary self sacrifice. We have
already seen how in the miracle of the healing
of the man born blind, and in the raising of
Lagzarus from the dead, he was bringing the
hatred of his enemies, the rulers of the Jews,
to a crisis. He knew that the two miracles
above referred to would, because of their popu-
lar effect, excite still more the jealousy of the
rulers. And now in the midst of passover
week, when the city was thronged with ple,
he came by one of the principal highways,
riding and surrounded with a mu titude waving
E:Im branches, and spreading their garments

fore him, and hailing him as the King of
Israel. He knew that would deepen the purpose
of his enemies to destroy him, and he intended

that it should. Long ago these rulers had re-
jected their opportunity. Now the more truth
Wwas given them the more the evil of their hearts
would be stirred up. But the thing to keep
clearly in view from this point to the end is

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER
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that Jesus was not caught in the current of
circumstances, but that he gave direction to the
current of circumstances. He was the master
of the conditions and ordered the events. He
was not being dragged to his death, but was
deliberately, and with full understanding and
intention, going to his death. We will see much
more of this in the following lessons.

Tue PorULAR ENTHUSIASM FOR CHRIST

The enthusiasm of the multitude that es-
corted Jesus into the city varied in depth and
quaiity. Probably those who first began the
acclaim were thoroughly sincere and under-
stood what they were doing. They believed in
him, and were convinced beyond doubt that he
was the Messiah. That they had a very im-
perfect notion of the nature of the Messiah may
be granted, but that did-not affect the genuine-
ness of their belief and their enthusiasm,
About that company of ardent believers and
friends would quickly gather a multitude of
others easily susceptible to the contagion of en-
thusigsm and ready to join in any stirring
demonstration, And the children, really know-
ing nothing of the meaning of it all, caught up
the shoutings of their elders, and carried the
acclamations to the King through all the streets,
It is not werth while to try to analyze very
exactly such an outburst of popular féeling as
this. On the whole, it was spontaneous and
sincere, and Jesus approved it. It was an
illustration, of which we have many other in-
dications in the gospel history, that the great
mass of the common people, if left unperverted
by the rulers, were strongly inclined to be on
Christ's side. And this popular demonstration
suggests to us that the world ought to be enthu-
siastic about Christ. How can we now, if we
really know him and believe in him s the
Christ the Son of God, keep from being hound-
lessly enthusiastic for him?

Tue Kinesuip oF CHRIST

In the so-called triumphal entry which Jesus
made into Jerusalem, he openly proclaimed him-
self to be the King of Israel, the King whom
the prophets had foretold. Jesus did not hesi-
tate to claim for himself lurdshiﬂ and master-
ship. Only a day or two after the time of the
present lesson he said to his disciples, “Ye call
me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for so I
am” (John 13. 13). And a little later_Pilate
asked him, “Art thou the King of the Jews
(Luke 23. 3) and he replied, “"Phou sayest it,"
which was the strongest form of affirmation,
What kind of a king was Jesus? More than
“kingof the Jews" ; just as “the God of Israel”
was more than a local divinity. Not a_civil

make Jesus king after the miracle of feeding
the five thousand (Jobn 6. 14). But Jesus
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described the nature of his kingdom: “My
kingdom is not of this world” (John 18, 36).
It was not a kingdom established and sup-
ported by the'sword.' It was a spiritual king-
dom, & kingdom of truth. We should put it in
the present tense and say such is his kingdom.
In this kingdom Christ is King, and his ruler-
ship is constantly extending. And this has long
peen evident, that Christ, as King in the king-
dom of truth, will bring all civil rulers into
subjection to himself. The world is going for-
ward steadily to the time when only those will
pe permitted to rule who will rule according to
the teachings of Christ. When men .nhull have
pecome the subjects of Christ’s spiritual king-
dom, then the kingdoms of this world will be
the kingdoms of Christ.

wppgsk THiNGS WERE WRITTEN OF Him”

John declares that Christ’s entry into the
city as it was done that day was a fulfillment
of prophecy ; but he says the disciples did not
know at the time that such was the case.
Afterward, when Jesus had been glorified—that
is, after his ascension, and probably after the
coming of the Holy Ghost—they knew that
“these things were written of him.” Over and
over again we have this confession on the part
of the disciples, that they did not at the time
understand the relations of things which took

ik £ ‘5‘ e S ok
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place to the Old Testament prophecies concern-
ing them. Which shows us that while prophe-
cies were fulfilled by men they were uncon-
sciously fulfilling them. The same mind and
power that moved the prophets when they wrote
presided over the events which fulfilled what
was written.

Tue Wise MEN FroM THE WEST

The Greeks who came to Philip saying, “Sir,
we would see Jesus,” inevitably suggest to us
by similarity and contrast the wise men from
the East who came in uiring for Jesus when he
was yet an infant. '(}‘he Greeks stood for the
higher, finer wisdom of the West. But what
Jesus said after he had heard of their wish to
gee him presented an idea more difficult to the
wisdom of the Greeks than the fact of a king
cradled in a manger presented to the Eastern
wise men whose thoughts of kingship were as-
sociated with wealth and gplendor. To the
Greek, who was pleasure-loving and instinctively
indisposed to suffering and death, Jesus talked
of dying, and declared a man must hate his life
in this world in order to save it unto life
eternal. And yet that was really what he said
to the Jewish young ruler who came asking
what good thing he should do to inherit eternal
life. He told him, in effect, that his selfishness
must be put to death. 2

they are both days of great joy.

THE LESSON PRAYER

Lord Christ, on this day when t
the dead, we have studied the story
It is easy for us to join Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday together, for
Between them lay the cross and the
sepulcher ; but with triumph thou didst go toward the cross, and with
triumph thou didst arise from the sepulcher.
pearing in our hands both the palm and the lily, and in our hearts the
spirit of the cross, which alone give
worship thee as our Saviour and our King. Amen.

he world celebrates thy rising from

of thy kingly entry into Jerusalem.

We come, therefore,

s meaning to lily and to palm, and

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

When Jesus entered into Jerusalem the sor-
rows of Jerusalem entered into Jesus.

After Jesus once entered Jerusalem, Jeru-
salem could never again be quite the same,
The Saviour is a savior of life unto life, or
of death unto death, After Jesus has once en-
tered a man's life, that life can never again be
quite the same.

If they only knew the meaning of his coming
all men would welcome the Master.

The hopeless man goes out to meet hope when

he goes to meet the Master. The ignorant man
goes out to meet wisdom when ho goes to meet
the Master. The impotent soul goes out to
meet strength when it goes to meet the omnipo-
tent Saviour.

It it be our best, the Master will accept our
welcome, though it be only the strewing of palm
branches.

11

He who comes “in the name of the Lord” al-
ways comes in the name of life. He who comes
“in the name of the Lord” comes in the name of
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light. He who comes “in the name of the Lord”
comes in the name of love.

All the best things that we possess have
come “in the name of the Lord.”

He who goes to any worthy task “in the
name of the Lord” goés to conquest and to
coronation.

He who comes “in the name of the Lord”
will bring with him lofty ideals of life. He
who comes “in the name of the Lord” will
bring with him large sympathies. He who
comes “in the name of the Lord” will bring
with him large plans of labor.

There is no other name in which it is worth
while to come to any task but “the name of the
Lord.”

All power is back of him who comes in that
name,

111

The disciples did not understand the signifi-
cance of these things in connection with the
Christ. After-events interpreted the meaning
of these things to them.

Many of the problems of youth come clear to
the mind of manhood. The “after-whiles” of
life have unraveled many a riddle.

We wonder about things in the night which
are perfectly plain when daylight comes. Many
of the mysteries of to-day will be explained by
the light of to-morrow.

.

The peopie who were with Jesus when he
raised Lazarus from the dead were telling every-
body about it. The testimony of the people
to-day concerning the great deeds of the Christ
is shamefully scant. How often does the
average church member remind his unchristian
friend that Christ is able to save the soul?

Does not the average Christian tourist talk
oftener about the country and the climate than
he does about Christianity and the Christ?

Does not the average Christian woman talk
more about dresses than she does about duty
and destiny?

Does not the average Christian business man
neglect his “Father's business” in order to at-
tend to his own?

The great revivals will come again when the
rank-and-file Christians talk to their friends
about Christ. v

The Pharisees unwimngly told a great truth
about Christ; they said, “The world is gone
after him.”

UNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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Great writers have gone after him for themes,
Great governors have gone after him for prin-
ciples of government. The greatest teachers
have gone after him for ‘truth. The greatest
leaders of men have gone after him for light,
The greatest scientists have gone after him for
his sceret. The greatest philosophers have
gone after him for solution to their problems,
The greatest artists have gone after him for
beauty. The greatest musicians have gone after
him for melody. The greatest characters have
gone after him for Christianity.

VI

“We would see Jesus” is a request that may
come from unexpected sources.

There are times when the heart of the worst
would like to be better.

. God is always engaged in the great emprise
of quickening dead souls to life.

Where he works we may work with hope of
success.

“We would see Jesus” is the unspoken long-
ing of many a sinner’s heart. The saint may
make bold to appeal to that in the sinner's
heart.

Many a man who is careless of creeds is eager
for Christ.

“We would see Jesus” is the voice of the
student to the Christian school. “We would see
Jesus” is the voice of the child to the parents
in the home. “We would see Jesus” is the
voice of the world to the church.

We can show Jesus to the world by our
earnestness.

We can show Jesus to the world by our faith.

We can show Jesus to the world by our
a)mynthy. K

We can show Jesus to the world in our

words.

We can show Jesus to the world by our
works.

We can show Jesus to the world by our
love and our life.
VII

God will honor him with a good harvest who
sows good seeds.

He who endures the trials of this life shall
know the enduring triumphs of the other.

He who sows good seed in the midnight of
sorrow shall reap a glad harvest in the noon-
tide of joy.

Wherever a man goes it is eternal gain to go
with God.

The Lesson Heart Talk

In the beginning of his earthly ministry
Jesus manifested his glory as the Friend of
men. At Cana his identification with human
interests was shown in his care for the success

and pleasure of a marriage feast. Through all
his sojourn, in every village, city, and in desert
places, the people flocked to see and hear him
because he helped and healed and comforted

— 2n So o> oo AL B S
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them. “Never man spake as this man,” they
said; “Even the touch of his garment has virtue
in it.” Such a man they had never before
geen. The multitude as well as the chief priests
and rulers were always wondering who he was,
whence he came, and whence he had the power
to do these things. He allowed himself to be
known only as the son of a carpenter; one of
a large family of brothers; with only a few
obscure friends, while men of influence held
him in contempt. The few evidences that he
was more than he appeared to be were given
only occasionally to a small circle of chosen
disciples. Great and good people have been
misunderstood by their contemporaries in all
ages of the world, but never was one so misap-
prehended as was the Lord Jesus when he lived
among men. It is so even yet. His name is
widely known and talked of, but how few com-
prehend who he is and what is his relation to
humanity.

But the end was coming soon, and before the
shadows of this utter ignorance should deepen
into the night of Calvary Jesus permitted one
foregleam of his glory to flash before their
eyes. For that brief hour between Bethany and
Jerusalem they paid him homage as Congueror
and King. He was on his way to crucifixion,
but the cross was his throne. “Who, being in
the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God: but made himself of no repu-
tation, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
and being formed in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given
him a name which is above every name : that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and
things under the earth; and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”

There were hundreds in that crowd shouting
“Hosanna” and spreading palm branches before
him in the enthusiasm of gratitude for what he
had done for them. Dumb lips he had un-
sealed were singing, “Blessed is the King that
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cometh in the name of the Lord; peace in
heaven and glory in the highest.” Blind eyes
he had opened were gazing with delight upon
the pageant in the beauty of the sunlight flash-
ing back from the dome of the temple. No
wonder he said if these should hold their peace
the stones would immediately cry out; for it
was a moment of prophetic inspiration, pre-
figuring the day when every created thing
which is in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth and such as are in the sea and all
that are in them will be heard saying, “Blessing,
and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb forever and ever.”

But, while they paid him honor as a King,
they did not understand. In a few short days
this applauding multitude was dumb in the pres-
ence of ‘his enemies. Nobody said, ‘“‘Hosanna
to the Son of David,” when the mob cried,
“Crucify him!” They did not stand around
his cross singing, “Glory in the highest.” The
cross was their stumblingblock. It was glorious
to be a king, but kingship by way of the cross
they could not understand. Were the toilsome

days of J\;dea and Galilee fitting a king? Was
the emptying of self to serve others royal living?
Was the acceptance of an ignominious cross the
taking of a crown? He had tried to tell his
disciples so, but they never understood it until
after he was glorified—that is, until the Holy
Spirit had revealed truth which the natural
mind caunot receive.

O beautiful teaching of this triumphal march
to the holy city! May this Spirit breathe upon
us as the soft winds swept over Olivet, and
make the truth live in our hearts! Would we
reign with Jesus? We must follow him in the
path of lowly service and lovim{l sacrifice. How
shall we do this? On:iy by the power of the
cross he bore for us and by our full acceptance
of him as King of our hearts, of all the realm
of our being.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; for be-
hold, thy King cometh unto thee, having salva-
tion. ift up your heads, O ye gates of my
heart, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors
of my soul, and the King of glory shall come in.

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1. There are many pictures of Christ’s tri-
umphal entry into Jerusalem, some dating back
to early Christian times. It usually appears in
serial representation; though occasionally—in
modern times, notably, by Doré—it has been
given independent treatment. Says Miss Estelle
M. Hurll: :

“Numerous as the examples are, the compo-
sition varies only little with individuals. . . «
The type established by tradition provided all
the necessary elements, and was closely adhered

to by successive generations. Christ, riding on
an ass, advances from the left to right across
the foreground of the picture. . . . The dis-
ciples follow after on foot, and beside the ass
trots a little colt, as with Giotto, Duccio, and
Fra Angelico, though this feature is omitted
from some of the later pictures.

“The company coming to meet the procession
is large or small according to the skill of the
artist. In the early representations, three or
four figures do duty for the multitude, while the
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fourteenth and fifteenth century pictures con-
tain well arranged groups.

“A traditional feature of the composition is
a tree in the background, in which a figure is
seen plucking pranches. One at least of the
company spreads a garment in the path, and
another holds a palm. . . .

“Duccio’s composition (Passion series in
Siena) far exceeds any other in dignity and
beauty. The architectural setting is especially
fine; the procession approaches the city gate
along a paved road bordered by a fine stone
wall. Through the gateway throng the people,
a company of children in front bearing small
pranches; the reference being to the children

who cried “Hosanna” in the temple, Matt.

21, 15. Old men and youths press after, and

over the wall and from the upper windows peep

many curious on-lookers, From two trees in
the inclosure beyond some lads pluck branches
to throw into the outstretched arms of the group
below; all is animation.”

2. Verses 12-19.

Ride on! ride on in majesty!

Hark all the tribes Hosanna ery!

Phine humble beast pursues his road
With palms and scatter garments strewed.

Ride on! ride on in majesty!

in lowly pomp ride on to die!

O Christ! Th triumphs now begin
Q'er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on! ride on in mnjost"!
In lowly pomp ride on to dle!
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain;

Then take, O God! thy power, and reign.
—Henry H. Milman.

8. “Ride on triumphantly ; behold, we lay
Our lusts and proud wills in thy way.”

4. Verse 24. The law of the seed is the law
Use your life for present and
jon and to satisfy your present
Renounce
nd your life for
f recognition or
and although your life may thus
it is finding its best and highest
asses into life eternal. Your

it which you shall experience?

of human life.
selfish gratificat
cravings, and you lose
self, yield yourself to God, spe!
the common good, irrespective of
the lack of it,
seem to be lost,

development and p
life is a seed now, not a developed plant, and

it forever.

ing heart to cast it from you an

fertile soil of other men's needs.
seem, indeed, to disintegrate it and fritter
away, and leave it a contemptible, obscure,

Verse 13. Is this the same crowd who were

to cry, “Crucify him”? We cannot think

Human nature is fickle,
as thiz. The friends of Christ

mob. The
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can become a developed plant only by your tak- that gladness,
d sow it in the roll forth from the soul of J

Ths will
The Lesson Tifustrated

but not quite so fickle
now control the

y may have been present in the later
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at it does, in fact, set free the
vital forces that are in it, and give it its fit
career and maturity.—Dr. Marcus Dods.

5. Verses 24-26. It is what we give, not
what we get, that enriches us. We do not find
the relief that we seek when we endeavor to
extract the pain that festers at our own heart ;
it is when we alleviate the suffering of another
that surcease comes toO ourselves. We learn
the lesson slowly, and even after we have gained
a clear vision of its fruth we succeed in apply-
ing it only at rare intervals. But the joy that
comes to us in these occasionai mfoments of self-
abnegation is so deep and so unalloyed that we
are more and more constrained to adopt the
law of service and surrender as the rule rather
than the occasional practice of our lives.

gotten thing; b

6. WAGES

of warrior, glor, of orator, glory of song,

Glory
ying by to be lost on an

Paid with a voice
endless sea—

Glory of Virtue, to fight, to struggle, to right
the wrong—

Nay, but she aimed not at glory, no lover of

glory she:
Give her the glory of going on, and still to be.

The wages of sin is death: if the wages of
Virtue be dust,
Would she have heart to e
of the worm and the fly,
She desires no isles of the blest, no quiet seats

of the just,
To rest in & golden grove,

summer sky :
Give her the wages of going om,

die.—Tennyson.

7. Verse 26. What you do for my child
ijs the deepest and truest service that you can
render me. And how do you think it is in the
bosom of your God and your saviour? If you
take up in your arms the despoiled, and the
outcast, and ‘the lost; if you wash them in
our tears; if you are to them, in your small
way, what Christ has been to you; if you call
them, and bring them back again from wrong
courses; and if you are permitted to stand in
his presence in the last day, and say to him,

“Here am I, and these,” what will be the joy

What will be
what will be tuat love, which wil
esus to any one of
im on earth, and
f his little ones?—

ndure for the life

or to bask in &

and not to

you _that watches with h
it watches with him in behalf of

for- Beecher.

demonstrations, but never as ringleaders. The
sts were the leaders then,

it. minions of the prie
d influence decide the day

and their voices an
against him.

Verse 19. The enemies of Christ are al-
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ways saying one of two things—*The world has  their way down the principal streets, roud the
gone after him,” or «Christianity is dying.” Jowly alleys and lanes, till they found them-
Voltaire thought so—and Christianity still lives. gelves back at the monastery again, Then said
Julian the emperor thought that Christianity  the young monk, “Father, when shall we begin
would be overcome, but it became the state re- to preach?’ And the father looked kindly
ligion of his own empire. The persecutors of down upon his son and said, “My child, we have
the church have thought they were destroying  been preaching; we were preaching while we
it as they sacrificed life after life, but still the were talking. We have been seen—Ilooked at;
world goes after him. And he shall reign for- our behavior has been remarked; and so we

ever, and of his kingdom there ghall be no end. have delivered a morning's sermon. Ah! my
—8. G. A. son, it is of no use that we walk anywhere to
Verse 21. '‘We would see Jesus” is the preach unless we preach as we walk."—H. Paa-
constant cry from the pew to the pulpit. This ton Hood. ; !
is most finely represented in Ian Maclaren's Verse 26. “Him will my Father honor.”
His Mother’s Sermon. There is no other honor like it. Strange as it
Verse 21. The good Saint Francis of may seem, identification with a loving cause
Assisi once stepped down into the cloisters of often brings honor. Savonarola is honored by
his monastery and, laying his hand on the the Father and by all humanity, though he
shoulder of a young monk, “Brother,” said he, seemingly lost his cause. There would have
Wlet us go down into the town and preach.” So been no other honor for Luther or Wesley.
they went forth, the venerable father and the They identified themselves s0 thoroughly with
young man. And they walked along upon their  the cause of God that they are to-day honoved
way, conversing as they went. ’fhey wound  not only by men but by the Father.—N. G. A.

The School of Practice

now I would be glad to join with others to openly honor him as was done he

1. 1f Jesus were here I k
This week I will

day of his entry into Jerusalem. But it may be 1 can honor him in ways better than that.

geek for some opportunities to exalt Christ in the sight of others.
2. We are liable to overlook the part of the man who owned the * ass’s colt”” on which Jesus rode into
Jerusulem, But he deserved much credit, more probably than many who shouted and waved palms. This

week 1 will consider how I can make my property serve and honor Christ.

3. Jesus, in speaking of loving one’s life and hating oue’s life, secms to divide people into two classes:
those who love self more than duty, and those who love duty more than gelf. This week, by doing my duty
under all circumstances and at whatever sacrifice, I will strive to belong to the second class.

The Lesson Digest and Teachers' Guide

(GENERAL PREPARATORY Worg.—1. Purallel Pasages : With verses 12-16, Matt. 21. 1-113 Mark 11. 1-113
Luke 19, 20-40, Verses 17-19 have no precise parallel, and verses 20-26 none at all. 2. Study Material :
The triumphal entry should be studied from the text of the four gospels. ‘Between verses 19 and 20 of our
lesson come all the events and teachings recorded in Mark 11 after verse 12. 3. 4 Simple Analyxis of the
Lesson, 'The printed passage divides between verses 19 and 20, giving us two scenes—that of the trinumphal
entry and that of the visit of the Greeks. The first division (verses 12-19) subdivides to show the tardy
recognition by the disciples of the fulfillment of prophecy (verse 16) ; to show the applause of those who
welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem repeated by those who accompanied him (verses 17, 18) § and to give us the
mutterings of the Pharisees (verse 19). The second division (verses 20-26) subdivides after verse 22.
Made by the Revision : Verse 12: * the morrow "’ instead of * the next day" ; ‘‘agreat multitude "’
instead of * much people.” Some ancient authorities give ‘“the common people.” Verse 18: “the" is
jnserted before * branches and “ palm trees” | «eried out” instead of cried.” The cry is phrased:
“ Hosanna ; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel.” Verse15: ‘“Zion iy
instead of *8ion.” Verse 17: «multitude " instead of *‘people” «tomb " instead of “grave’; wit-
ness " instead of * record.” Verse 18: * also the multitude went and met him instead of * the people also
met him " ; *sign” instead of * miracle.” Verse 19: *‘Behold " instead of * Perceive ye ", 10" instead
of * behold.” Verse 21: * asked " instead of “ desired.” Verse24: “a grain of wheat fall into the earth "
instead of *“ & corn of wheat fall into the ground 3 * bearcth * instead of ** bringeth forth.” Besides these
are slighter grammatical changes. 5. Light from other Scriptnres: Verse 18; Compare Hosanna,” ete.,
with Psa. 118. 25 and what follows ; see also John 1. 49. Verse 15 is quoted from Zech, 9. 9. On the double
ascriptions of praise of verses 17, 18 compare the other accounts of the triumphal entry. Compare verse 20
with John 7. 85. Philip and Andrew (verse 21) first come to view in John 1. 40 and 43, Reeall the woe
pronounced upon Bethsaida of Galilee” in Matt. 11, 21. Compare with verse 23 John 13. 1,32 1.3
Matt, 26. 45 ; Mark 14, 85, 41, Compare verse 95 with Matt. 10. 89, Life " in the last phrase of verse 25
represents a different Greek word from that used twice earlier in the verse, Soce wonrn Stupirs, 6. The

4. Changes




fn religious d rations of pi logy
branches and the ass’s colt; with the constancy W
prophets ; with the widespread reverence among Genti
for the worship of Jehovah ; and with the endeavors of
to reveal to his disciples the coming

The Junior Grade

[For pupils fror ine to twelve years, in-
clusive. Each pu if possible, ghould be
supplied with a copy of the Intermediate
Quarterly.]

Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material: John 12, especially verses
12-26.

Study Material for the Teacher: See note
on GENERAL PREPARATORY Work, above, and
The Four Accounts in the LESSON EXPOSITION.

Tlustrative Material : Piotures in the Inter-
mediate Quarterly on_this lesson and cuts in
Onward snd Pleasant Hours.

Constructing the Lesson.

Connecting Links: No recorded event oc-
curred between Lesson I11 and Lesson 1V. See
note on GENERAL PREPARATORY WoRK, above,
for Light from Other Scriptures.

Arrangement of Lesson Facts:

1. The Triumphal Entry. Jesus having come
from Jericho to Bethany stopped there over the
Sabbath., (a) Our Lord's revisit to Bethany
greatly aroused the enthusiasm of the people.
(b) When on Sunday morning he started for
Jerusalem they exultantly thronged around
him. (c) People from the city came forth to
meet them with branches of palm trees and
song. (d) Their sogf was taken from an old
psalm that pro hesied the coming of the Mes-
siah (Psa. 118, 25, 26). (e) Jesus was SO
mounted as to recall another prophecy of the
Messiah (Zech. 9. 9). (f) hose that were
with Jesus swelled the song and proclaimed the
raising of Lazarus.

2. Our Lord’s apparent success made the
Pharisees more bitter than ever.

8. Certain Greeks inquired for Jesus.
(a) They were Gentiles by birth and heathen
by training, but had learned to revere Jehovah.
(b) They um{l not yet have become formal ad-
herents of the Jewish religion.  (¢) Two
apostles having Greek names introduce them to
Jesus. (d) Jesus sees in their coming the in-
gathering of the Gentiles, and his own glorifi-
cation, but that glorification meant to him
crucifixion. 36) Personal sacrifice is the price
of all life and growth. (f) Life eternal is not
secured bi worldly success. e(J]) The servant
and the Master are associated in labor and
reward.

Teaching the Lesson.

1. Junior pupils are not too young to under-
stand the happy juxtaposition of a lesson on
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Teacher Should Familiarize Himself with the custom of welcoming passover pilgrims ; with the popular use
borrowed from the Psalms; with the symbolism of the palm
ith which Jewish eyes were turned backward toward the
les for the monotheistic conceptions of the Jews and

our Lord during these closing days of his ministry

tragedy without shocking them out of their faith.

PR

the Triumphal Entry on Baster Sunday. The
crowning glory of our Lord's earthly life is
told in the lesson story. His real coronation
and glorification, however, were . found on the
following Friday, when he was put to death
upon the cross, and on Easter Sunday, when he
rose from the dead. His life was like a grain
of wheat which fell into the ground and died;
his resurrection was like the peeping through
the clods of the tiny green blade which is after-
ward to lengthen and strengthen and ripen till
it brings forth much fruit. So connect this

lesson with this day.

2. Make the scene of the Triumphal Entry
vivid—the men and women, and especially the
boys and girls, who accompanied Jesus to Jeru-
salem ; the crowds that came forth to meet them
with branches of palm trees and songs; the
Saviour sitting quietly on the ass’s colt; the
great gladness of the people that there had
come among them One who could raise a man
out of his grave. A much greater wonder than
even that, however, Jesus was to perform on
the next Sunday morning, when he himself rose
from the dead. But no one knew that yet.

3. Our Drawing Lesson is a palm branch,
This is a sign of victory and rejoicing. We
have even more reason to rejoice in the Lord
than the people had who s read palm branches
before him as he rode into erusalem ; for “Now
is Christ risen from the dead,” and because he
lives, if we trust and love him, we too shall
live in heaven forever. (The following Easter
guestlonn are answered by the Bible Reading for

unday.) Who went to the tomb in the early

dawn? What did they find? Whom did they
see beside them? What question did they ask?
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ular use What did the angels tell the women about 2. The Pharisees (verse 19). On our Lord's
the palm Jesus? What were the names of the women? enemies the conviction was impressed more
ward the 4. In simple language impress the personal  deeply than ever that the continued success of
Jews and application suggested by the SCHOOL OF Jesus involved their ruin.
ministry PRACTICE, page 323. 3. The Greeks (verses 20-22). The events
Home Work for Pupils. of Sunday and Monday have just been re-
Advance Work: Be sure that the Bible counted. Verses 20 to 22 are to be dated from
Reading for Each Day is read by each pupil.  Tuesday. These Greeks w:re reverent wor- )
the pitcher and basin drawn, 924, shipers, not, perhaps, in the fullest sense prose- e
:y.m;l‘hl: Eﬂ: e',h: bgyl and girls to memorize ‘t):ge thn'o !ytes or t:onverts. Philip may have hesitated in -
oronation beautiful stanzas by H. Mitman, on our Lord’s mtroducnfxg them to Jesus_ through doubts a#
d on the entry into Jerusalem on page 322, to how his Lord would receive them. Andrew’s
habit of bringing others to Jesus has been noted
tohdea;h The Intermediate Grade elsewhere.
'e“:a ;l:.aiﬁ [For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years, 4, Jesus (verses 23-26). At length his hour
and died: inclusive. Each pupil, if possible, should be has come; the climax is at hand. It was the :
" throug!; supplied with a copy ' the Senior Quarterly knowledge of this that led him to accept the 1
(e thare or the Intermediate Quarterly. homage of the people on Sunday, but he knows e
ripen till Preparing the Lesson. that true exaltation comes by the way of abase-
anect this Lesson Material: John 12, especially verses ment ; that before his universal sovereignty can
12-26. be recognized comes his death as a criminal ; :
hal Entry Study Material for the Teacher: See note that love of life involves life's loss, and the 3
scially the on GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK, above, and  steady pursuit of a larger life retains all that bt
s to Jeru- treatment in the Intermediate Quarterly. is good in this; that every fresh spring crop of “"‘
meet them Ilustrative Material: Use a paper pad or wheat repeats to mankind this truth in parable :"
songs ; the slate for the outline of the lesson. —but men are slow to learn it; and that what Y
'ﬂcl:{_;; 1:35 Constructing the Lesson. is true of the Master is true of his disciples.
\ise & man Connecting Links: See note on GENERAL Apply the SCHOOL OF PRACTICE, page 323.
onder than PREPARATORY WORK, above. -
r"‘.“'“{;“ on Arrangement of Lesson Facts: See Ar- The Senior Grade -
:;t;]s;et'rose rangement for the teacher in the JUNIOR [For pupils above the age of seventeen. Each i
Im branch. GrADE ; also, and especially, the LESSON State- pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
icing. We MENT, page 316. of the Senior Quarterly.]
[x!n t‘l:fn L‘t’)‘;(: Teaching the Lesson. Verses 12-18. On Sunday (a secular day), at
5 for ~P§ow Developing the Outline: the beginning of the passover week, Jesus rode
because he 1. The Multitude (verses 12-18). Caravans in triumph to Jerusalem, surrounded by a
e ‘OOF"“‘“ from every direction, numbering in the aggre- crowd of jubilant believers, some of whom fol-
“ﬁggdiﬂ?:‘g: gate hundreds of thousands of pilgrims, came lowed him for his spiritual teachings, while
in the early up every year to the great passover feast. On  others may have been only eager for a new
the morning after the feast at Bethany Jesus king. After having surveyed the tem le courts g
started for Jerusalem. With him were many he quietly returned to Bethany, doubtless to the L
geople whose enthusiasm had risen because surprise of the many who were anxious for R
esus had raised Lazarus from the dead. He a revolution. The next day (Monday) in the 3

was escorted by his disciples, by men from dif- morning he “oursed” the barren fig tree, not at
ferent caravans which had not yet reached the all because he was angry with the senseless
city, and especially by many children. All were tree, but because he saw in the tree a tyfr‘)e of a
singing and shouting his praises. Soon they senseless peogle, to whose conscience he was
met another crowd which had come forth from mnow maklnf nal appeal. Then, as the Son of
Jerusalem, and which hailed Jesus as the King the heavenly Father, he drove the buyers and
of Israel, the Messiah. These ple were not, sellers out from the temple court. he first
perhaps, as a class, residents of Jerusalem, but five paragraphs of the LEssoN EXPOSITION
attendants on the feast. The two throngs furnish excellent suggestions.

united in rapturous welcome, Jesus made use Verses 19-22. Not only the Greeks but the
of the enthusiasm of the common peog_le thus  multitudes in attendance at the passover feast
to proclaim himself Prince of Peace. ¥or this (verses 12, 13) were eager to see Jesus. 0
purpose he had in advance secured an ass, the see Jesus has been the desire of millions of
symbol of peace, to ride upon, rather than a people from that day to the present. Men and
horse, which was the emblem of war. Some of women, boys and girls, whose ﬁodneu we little
the multitude may have had revolutionary pur-  su t are to-day desiring to brought by us
poses. The disciples probably looked upon this  to Jesus. It is strange to think that some who
procession as marking the hour of their Master’s came to greet him with songs on their lips and
triumph, and only later did they connect it palms in their hands had no depth of loialty in
with the prophecy of Zech. 9. 9. their hearts. It is strange to think that our

#

hom did they
did they ask?
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Lord's disciples should ever have liesitated to
bring seeking souls to the Saviour. The last
three sections of the LessoN COIN THOUGHTS
will guide the teacher.

From Teacher Training with the Master
Teacher, a study of Christ in the act of teach-
jng as a means of learning how to teach, by
Professor C. 8. Beardslee, we condense the fol-
Jowing treatment of verses 23-20.

1. We here study The Cost of Glory. This
was quite possibly our Lord's very last appear-
ance in public life; and thus his next facing
of the Jews was under arrest.

2. Note how the Master's words begin. He
first alludes to “glory.” Follow the paragraph
through with this one theme in mind. Gather
up and hold together its different names and
phases. (a) Prolific fruit-bearing (verse 24).
Are you willing to weigh each word? Think of
a grain of wheat “‘alone.” Then think of
“hearing,” and “fruit,” and “much.”” The words
suggest growth, increase, abundance, value.
Now bring alongside “fruit” that word “glory.”
Try to think of “fruit” as “glory.”” Here seem
to be two names for one thing. One seems to
be literal. One seems like a figure. But think
at leisure. Are both figures? May both be
literal? Just what does the Master mean?
(b) Now (verse 25) note that Jesus speaks of
“keeping” one's soul, and of “eternal life.”
The preceding phrase speaks of “losing” one’s
life. That means perishing utterly. Keep this
contrast before you. Fasten your mind on
“keeping the soul unto life eternal,” and bring
alongside that thought about “glory” and
“fpuit.” Ilere are three terms. Do they really
anywhere nearly coincide? Look at each term
apart. Then look at two together. Then com-
bine the three. Why did Jesus use them all?
Would two have answered? Which two are
best? Is there more than one idea? What was
Jesus trying to say? Read all the pnrngrnph
repeatedly and find out the fitting reply.

(¢) Now study verse 23, It tells of the reward
of ministering to Christ. Two phrases express
it: “being with” Christ, and “honor” from the
Father. Here again compare and combine.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER
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You have “glory,” wgpuit,” “life,” “fellowship,”
“honor.” But note. As Christ began, that
“glory” was his own. Now, as he speaks of
“honor" it belongs to disciples; this “honor” is
theirs. Has his thought made some transit?
If so, where? Or, is his “glory” after all
identical with their “honor”? Settle down to
some of your best thinking here. Face up to
that thought of being with the Master, of “fel-
lowship.” Is that his glory, or their honor?
Look forward to verse 32: “I will draw all
men unto myself.” Do all thes¢ phrases cul-
minate in that?

3. Now take another view of this half of the
lesson: (a) The grain of wheat must “die.”
(b) One must “hate” his life. Man must not
shelter his soul from pain and outlay. He must
consecrate it unto sacrifice, as Jesus did,
(e) A disciple must “minister” unto Christ.
Recall the rich young ruler. Christ’s follower
must take with him the path of lowliness, cost,
and sorrow. (d) Now combine these forms of
“post” just as you did those forms of “glory.”
They embody in fact but a single thought.
But that thought is rich with all the value of
the sacrificial life and death of Christ. His
death was his “glorification.”

To-day is Baster Sunday, and therefore last
Sunday was the actual anniversary of the
Saviour's entry into Jerusalem. The apparent
triumph of the Master when the multitudes
thronged about him with revcrent applause was
as nothing when compared with his victory
over death. To-day we commemorate the resur-
rection of Jesus, following our instructive Bible
Readings illustrative of Easter truths; we quote
these from the Senior Lesson Quarterly : Jesus
Dead, John 19. 30; Mark 15. 87: Matt. 27. 503
Rom. 6. 10; 1 Cor. 15. 3. Jesus Buried, John
10. 38-42; Matt. 27. 59, 60; Luke 23, 52, 53;
Rom. 6. 4. Jesus Raised, Mark 16. 9; Luke
24, 45, 46: Rom. 1. 4; 1 Cor. 15. 5-8. Jesus
the First Fruits, 1 Cor. 15. 17, 20, 23; Acts
26, 23; Col. 1. 18: Rev. 1. 5. The Resurrection
Body, 1 Cor. 15. 35-44; Phil 8. 21; 1 Cor.
15. 5057. The General Resurrection, Dan.
12. 2; Psa. 49. 15 Acts 4. 2; Rev. 20. 13.

The Responsive Review

1. With what shouts did the people come out to meet Jesus ?
ou give one special reason why g0 many people wished to see Jesus at this

name of the Lord.” 2. Can

time? Beeanse they had heard of his miracle in raising Lazarus from the dead. 3+ TOW
events of this lesson belong ? ﬂe'laxl daa' t':f Christ’
. al

Jerusalem? * We see Jesus,

« Hosanna : Blessed is he that cometh in the

hat date do the later
ic teaching. 4 What Was said by some Greeks in
id Jesus say had come! The hour when he eho

glorified. 6. How was Jesus glorified ? He died for men,

The Church Catechism

gpirit? The direct witness of the Spirit {s an inward impression on the
‘p' and directly witnesses L0 my spirit that 1 am a child of God.

35. What is the direct witness of the
soul whereby the Spirit of God immediate!

Galatians 4, 6.

Romans 8. 15,

Apri

Joh
Je's

love
2
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LESSON V. Jesus Washing the Disciples’ Feet
GOLDEN TEXT. By love serve one another. Gal. 5. 13.
AUTHORIZED VERSION REviSED VERSION®
[Read John 13. 1-38] 1 Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus
John 18,1-14 [ Commit to memory verses 12, 18) knowing that his hour was come that he should

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

1 Now before the feast of the passover, when depart out of this world unto the Father, having
Je'sus knew that his hour was come that he loved his own that were In the world, he loved
ghould depart out of this world unto the Father, them unto the end. 2 And during supper, the
ll‘(‘)“x:(']'%ll:‘l;fdull:'&‘m: ‘:'l(‘,'c" were in the world, Bé  gavil having already put into the heart of Judas
2 And supper being ended, the devil ha‘,;nF Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus,
pow put into g:tt: hen;‘t of Ju'das Is-car'i-ot, 8i’ knowing that the Father had given him all P,
mon's son, to betray im; 2 & A : : ~ 3
S e'aus knowing that the Father bad given things ‘llltl’) his hands, and tl‘lut he came forth il
all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, and goeth unto God, 4 riseth from i
from God, and went to God; supper, and layeth aside his garments; and he §
4 “et riﬂe“& tfm{xn Bl:m’ell‘. Bn:li l.ﬂi‘;l dmililde hl‘fs took a towel, and girded himself. 5 Then he 2
arments ; and took a towel, and girde mself. . i
v 5 After that he poureth water into a bason, poureth “'?“’,r m‘to the bason, and began tv
and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them witit ;
wipe llfem with the towel wherewith he was & towel wherewith he was girded. 6 So le H
girded. . °n deter. RS 4 9
S Then cometh he to Si'mon Pe'ter: and cometh to Simon Peter. He :mth unto him,
Pe'ter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered :
feet?J S . S and said unto him, What 1 do thou knowest not 4
7 Je'sus answered and sa unto him, What now; but thou shalt understand h g
do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know nrentier.
8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash

hereafter. p
8 Pe'ter saith unto him, Thou shalt never — my foet. Jesus answered him, If T wash thee 3

wash my feet. Je'sus answered him, If I wash 0t thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter

thee not, thou hast no part with me. : 4
9 Si‘'mon Pe'ter snitg unto him, Lord, not my saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also
feet only, but also my hands and my head. my hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him,

10 Je'sus saith to him, He that is 'wnshed He that is bathed needeth not save to wash his
“‘f"d"'hyh'!‘t’t. “‘(',e to “'““‘l‘ his g“‘;" btml{s clean  feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean.
‘“"lrly l‘;or‘ 'h:“k“y:w“':“‘::““‘;o“‘; H “l‘)’ﬂ“u' him;  Dut not all 11 For he knew him that should
therefore said he, Ye are nol: all clenn.r v }  petray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had clean.
taken his garments, and was set down again, he 12 So when he had washed their feet, and

said unto them, Know ye what 1 have done to  taken his garments, and sat down again, he

yo\]x? y ; said unto them, Know ye what I have done to 1
wel?- ‘f:rc;:z“l mﬂfnl\iuster and Lord: and ye 8a¥  you? 13 Ye call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and i
1“If1 ¥ ye say well; for so 1 am. 14 1f T then, the ¥

: then, your Lord and Master, have Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, .

washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one
another’s feet.

ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.

Time.—Thursday, April 6, A. D. 30, in the Tw. Greatness of service. Matt. 20. 20-28. :

evening. Place.—Upper room, Jerusalem. W. “Saved to serve.” Luke 22, 24-34.
Th. The path to greatness. Matt. 18. 1-T.

Home Readings F. Pleasing others. Rom. 15. 1-1. -4
M. Jesus Washing the Disciples’ Feet. John 8. Brotherly love. Rom. 12. 1-13. e
13. 1-14. 8. An example. Luke 10. 25-37.

The Lesson Hymns

New Oanadian Hymnal, No. 131.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 120.
"Abiding, oh, 80 wondrous sweet | Blest be the tie that binds
T'm resting at the Saviour's feet; Our hearts in Christian love ;
1 trust in him, I'm satisfied. The Fellowship of kindred minds.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 132,
Al praise to our redeeming Lord

o joins us by his h
And bids us, eac wﬁ“mm.

*The Revised Version, copyrighted 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons.
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Questions for Senior Scholars

1. The Relation of Our Lord to His Father
and to His Brethren (v. 1-3).—What events and
what teachings came between the triumphal
entry and the washing of the disciples’ feet?
What thought do verses 23 and 24 of our last
lesson show us was uppermost in our Lord’s
mind? What did Jesus know? (Verses 1 and
8.) Who are “his own”? What is meant by
“unto the end”? What was Judas meanwhile
planning? How far was Judas responsible for
the bad purpose that had come to his heart?
How far may we strengthen our faith by the
knowledge that we too come from God and go
to God?

2. Our Lord’s Symbolic Act (v. 4-11).—What
lowly service did Jesus prepare to engage?
What light does verse 88 shed on this service?

What traits of Peter’s character are shown in
the conversation with Jesus? What is the
meaning of verse 7?7 What is the meaning of
our Lord’s words in verse 87 How can it be
applied to modern Christian experience? What
did Simon Peter mean by the words of verse 9?
Explain verse 10.

3. Ewaplanation of Our Lord's Symbolic Act
(v. 12-14).—What was the meaning of our
Lord’s taking again his “garments”? What did
he mean by “Know ye”? Did Christ mean lit-
erally for Christians to wash each other’s feet?
By what sort of service rendered to each other
can they follow our Lord’s example in washing
the disciples’ feet? How does his act teach the
duty of humility? How does it teach charity
of feeling?

Questions for Intermediate Scholars

1. The Last Supper (v. 1, 2).—With whom
did Jesus eat the passover? What suffering was
he very soon to undergo? How did he speak of
his death? Who were “his own”? How much
did he love them? Did they all love him?

2. The Meek and Lowly in Heart (v. 3-5).—
What power was there in Jesus? Who had
given this power? How does Jesus differ from
every one of his disciples? What preparation
did Jesus make? What was this preparation
for?

8. Peter's Refusal (v. 6-11).—What question
of surprise did Peter ask? How did Jesus re-
ply? Why did Peter refuse to yield to Christ's
wish? What would Peter have lost if he had
not yielded? How did Peter show his love and
faithfulness to his Lord?

4. Your Lord and Master (v. 12-14).—After
he had finished with the washing what did he
ask his disciples? What did they call Jesus?
What duty did they lay upon them as his dis-
ciples? What was the lesson he taught them?

Questions for Younger Scholars

What feast did Jesus hold with his disciples?
What did it become? What lesson did he teach
them there? Can you tell what had been
brought to make the paschal feast? What did
Jesus do when he rose from the table? What
did he use? Why did he kneel? To show hu-
mility. What gives humility? Love. What

had the disciples been talking about? Did
Jesus hear them? Whose work was it to wash
the feet of guests? What did Jesus say the
greatest should be? What did Peter say? Can
you remember any of the words of Jesus?
Whet did Peter say again? And what at last?
What did our Lord say that we all must be?

Library References

wasning THE DiscreLes’ Feer.—The Ex-
positor, Fourth Series, vol. vii, é, 300. Mathe-
gon, Studies in the Portrait of Christ, vol. ii, p.
224, Bdersheim, Lift and Times of Jesus, vol.
ii, Sp. 490-513,
ERVICE.—Van Dyke, Gospel for an Age of
Doubt, p. 281. Exeter Hall Lectures, vol. xix,
p. 433, Lumby, Epistles of Peter, pp. 163-176.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON

Verse 1.—Braden, W., Sermons, 211
Verse 5.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol. x,
413. Verse 7.—Blair, H., Sermons, p. 421
Liddon, H. P., Sermons, vol. iv, No. 1154,
Alexander, J. A., Sermons, vol. i, p. 46. The
Treasury, vol. iv, p. 335. Viem 10.—Arnold, T.,
School mons, p. 179.

The Lesson Statement

1. The Relation of Our Lord to His Father
and to His Brethren (verses 1-3).

The dramatic vicissitudes of life are of in-
terest to all; but often the abiding forces which
cause these vicissitudes remain hidden and un-

guessed. In the gospel narrative we watch the
unsuspecting disciples preparing to eat the
passover supper with their Lord, while Judas
makes his nefarious bargain with the chief
priests ; and events hurry forward to their tragic
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climax. But John, now about to record a very
wnusual incident, pauses in his narrative to re-
veal the secret conditions and forces which
pulsated beneath these events and which caused
them. 1. John points to our Lord’s relation to
(God. (1) He is “tbe only begotten Son,” in
whom the Father is well pleased; (2) receiv-
ing from God “all things"—alike the power of
working miracles and the task of bearing pain,
alike death, and triumph over death; (3) “com-
ing from God” (whether we view him as the
Word who in the beginning was with God and
who was God, or as the angel-heralded Babe of
Bethlehem) ; (4) ‘“‘going to God”—‘‘departing
out of this world to the Father.” 2. John
defines our Lord’'s relations to *“his own.”
(1) They are “his own” not because they first
loved him, but because he first loved them:;
(2) Having loved them at the first he loved
thew to the end. 3. John tells us of what our
Lord was fully conscious as he approached his
passion, He knew (1) That in a unique sense
(jod was his Father; (2) That God his Father
had given him all power in earth and in
heaven: (3) That the time of his departure
from this world was at hand; (4) That to the
God from whom he had come he was to return.

II. Our Lord’s Symbolic Act (verses 4-11).

As their host, according to Oriental custom,
our Lord supplied water for the disciples’ feet.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER

As their servant he bathed their feet and wiped
them with a towel (verses 4, 5). The disciples
wondered.  Peter characteristically put his
wonder into words of protest (verses (-8).
Our Lord replied in effect: 1, That, while the
full symbolism of his act could not just then be
explained, it should become perfectly clear later
(verse 7); 2. That meanwhile rejection of the
washing would be a practical rejection of the
Master's teachings and spirit (verse 8);
3. That what the bath had done for their bodies
our Lord already had done for their souls—by
grace they were clean (with the exception of
one who had persisted in sinning against grace)
(verses 10, 11) ; 4. But though spiritually clean
in the eyes of God their contact with a sinful
world demanded the attentions of love; §. Our
Lord was patient with the misdirected enthu-
siasm of Peter (verse 9), and carefully set him
right,

II1. What Our Lord's Symbolic Act Means
for Us (verses 12:14).

When he had washed the feet of the twelve
Jesus robed himself again as a guest (verse 12),
and, sitting down, proceeded to explain: “Do
you understand my action? You call me Master
and Lord. I occupy that relation to you. Now
I, your Rabbi and Chief, have myself washed
vour feet. Take me as your example in humility
and in charity.”

The Lesson Word Studies

Nore.—These Word Studies are based on the text of the Revised Version.
Tue Passion WeEK.—The last week of our Lord’s life upon earth is often designated * the Passion

Week,"" the word *‘ passion”’ here meaning suffering, the endurance of intense bodily and mental anguish, This
weok extended from the triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Sunday, April 2, A. D, 80) until the resurrection

(Sunday, April 9, A, D. ao&. IEncﬁ da{v but one of this eventful week was marked by
esignation in

hasgiven to it a special

ial events which

current religious literature, Thus Sunday, the first day, known as

‘“the Day of Triumph,” because of the triumphal entry, was followed by *‘ the ay of Authority” (Mon-
day), marked b{ the cursing of the fig tree (Matt. 21, 19; Mark 11. 14) and the second cleansing of the

temple (Mark 1

. 15 Luke 19, 45). On the day following the authority of Jesus was challeng

by the

Pharisees, who attacked Jesus in bitter controversy (Matt. 21, 20 to 26. 16 ; Mark 11, 20 to 14, 11; Luke 20, 1

to 2. 6), Hence this day has been called *‘the Day

nothing is known, but it seems not improbable that
has therefore been called *‘ the Day of
occurred the Last S8upper, followed

witnessed the

of Conflict.”” Concerning the events of Wednesday

esus spent this day in seclusion at Bethany. The day
st.””  On Thursday, “ the Last ay with the Disciples,’” at evening,
farewell discourses of Jesus, and still later, possibly near midnight,

b
the lnwmeuor”.?yer (Matt. 26, l‘?-:l(!v i Mark 14. 12-31; Luke 22. 7-88 ; John 13, 1 to 17. 26). Friday, which
Al

Verse 1. Now before the feast of the

vv passover—That is, before the reg'ix‘lnrly :s-
s

winted day or time of the feast. he wo:
give a date to the whole narrative which fol-
ows,
Jesus knowing—Since or because he knew.
His hour was come—Until which time all
vlots against his life on the part of even his
most formidable enemies were necessarily futile,
own—Those who had become such by

choice through faith in: him. The expression

crucifixion, and burial, is known as * the Day of Suffering,” and
Day in the Tomb.” The events of our lesson narrative occurred on Thursday evening.

turday as * the

must be taken together with the phrase that
were in the world. Being in the world they
were nevertheless no longer “of the world,” but
members now of ‘“the kingdom of heaven,” of
which he their Master was the King.

Unto the emd—FEven unto death, or pos-
sibly, as in the marginal rendering, unto the
uttermost. The thought, doubtless, is that his
love for them went to extreme lengths, not be-
ing influenced by his suffering and death for
them which it involved.
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2. During supper—From John 13. 29 and
18. 28 it seems evident that the fourth evangelist
wishes specifically to distinguish this supper
from the regular passover feast which on the
day of crucifixion was still to be eaten. All
three of the synoptists, however, speak of this
same supper as a passover meal for which due
and special preparation had been made at the
request of Jesus (comp. Matt. 26, 17-30; Mark
14. 12-26; Luke 22, 7-30). Perhaps the key to
a correct understanding of these apparently
divergent statements is to be found in the words
of Jesus as recorded by Luke: “I have desired
to eat this passover with you before I suffer:
for I say unto you, 1 shall not eat it until it
be fulfilled in the Xingdom of God” (Luke
22, 15, 16)—the regular passover being thus
anticipated by one day, since Jesus knew that
on the morrow he must suffer and die,

4, His garments—The loose outer mantle
together with the girdle, both of which would
be in the way in performing an act of service
such as followed.

5. Bason—A basin.

Began to wash the disciples’ feet—Thus
performing for them the humiliating service of
a slave. Just before this the disciples among
themselves had had a controversy over the ques-
tion “which of them should be accounted the
greatest” (Luke 22, 24).

6. So he cometh to Simon Peter—In
regular order, having begun, doubtless, with the
disciple nearest him.

Dost thou wash my faet—\With emphasis
upon the pronouns “thou” and ‘“‘my.” Peter
would say: ‘‘Lord, art thou to perform for me
thy pupl the function of a bond servant?
Never !

7. Thou shalt understand hereafter the

The Lesson

Tue STRIFE FOR PLACE

Luke (22. 24) tells us what John does not,
that in connection with that memorable last
supper there arose a strife among the disciples
as to which should be accounted greatest. This
was the occasion, no doubt, of Christ's washing
the disciples’ feet. This quarrel about rank was
an old one among the Twelve, And it is curious
to observe that these contentions of ambition
among his followers grew more intense as the
life of Jesus drew toward its close, and found
expression under circumstances which impress
us as most unfitting. Take the first case re-
corded by Luke (9. 46). That came directly
after Jesus had made the announcement of the
fact that his death was near at hand, and fol-
lowing his transfiguration. We would say their
minds should have been otherwise occupied at
that time than with thoughts of their own
honors., Or take the case which Mark
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significance of this act and the example of self-
abnegation involved. DPeter as well as others
of the disciples needed this lesson in humility,

8. If I wash thee mot—Note the slight
play on the word “wash,” which here has a
twofold meaning, its deeper significance of g
spiritual purifying predominating.

9. Hands . . . head—Deter is quick to

see both the play on words and the dm-peﬁr

import of the Master’s answer, and replies after
the same manner in words of a double and a
deeper meaning.

10. He that is bathed needeth not save
to wash his feet—Jesus now speaks in
figurative language. The sense of his words
seems to be: “He that is already fully surren-

dered to me as thou art needs but to guard
against contamination and temptation from
without, that he may remain as he is, cleamn
every whit.

And ye are clean—A remarkable and gen-
erous tribute to the heart-loyalty of the dis-

ciples,
11. Knew him that should betray

him-—That is, knew what kind of a man at
heart Judas, the unclean one, who later be-
trayed him, was. Jesus doubtless also knew all
about the impending treachery and betrayal
(comp. verse 27), but that is not what the
t~\'nnfelist says in this verse,

14. Ought to wash one another’s feet—
Words the deeper meaning of which is that
disciples of the Christ are in all humility and
in utter self-abnegation to seek to serve one
another. For the disciples in their time and
under the social conditions under which they
lived, the exhortation could properly have a
more literal interpretation also, hardly so, how-
ever, for disciples to-day.

Exposition

(10. 82-37) describes. Jesus was going up to
Jerusalem with the certain knowledge that death
awaited him, and his very bearing and expression
filled his disciples with amazement and fear.
Nevertheless James and John even then came
asking for appointment to the thief places in
his kingdom. And into that sacred upper room
described in the lesson they carried their bick-
erings about place, probably contending for the
seats of honor at the table. It all seems so
incongruous that we are surprised at their
stupidity. We inwardly resent it and feel that
the intrusion of their selfishness into hours 0
solemn and great was a gross violation of the
fitness of things.

SELFISHNESS ALWAYS STUPID
The disciples in their selfish strife were
stupid and. blind. There can be no doubt but
they saw and confessed that a little later with
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;:ent shame. They did not understand. They
were associated with great hours and did not
know their greatness. They misconceived
Christ, they did not know what kind of a king-
dom he was to establish. And they did not
understand that he was really about to be put
to death; and even had they known that, they
uld not have understood the meaning of his
th, © They were blundering among great
things without knowing it. If they had known,
it they bhad understood, they would have pre-
ferred to have their tongues cut out rather than
that they should have talked and quarreled about
rank and office in such a presence. But that is
the trouble with all selfishness—it is blind and
stupid. Any man now who is occupied with
matters of merely personal ambition is offending
against the fitness of things just as much as the
| disciples did. Every hour is great and sacred,
and selfishness is always incongruous, In the
presence of life’s high callings and the move-
ments and summong of God in the world, it
must be an amazing thing to the angels to see
men clamoring and contending with each other
about riches and position and power. If in the
midst of this world-wrangle the scales should
suddenly fall from men’s eyes and they should
see the supreme realities they would be shamed
at their own pettiness. The self-seeker is al-
ways blundering blindly among great things.

CHRIST'S PATIENCE

But Jesus was exceedingly patient with his
blundering disciples. IHe did not reprove them
for the incongruity of their conduct—they were
not yet able to appreciate that. He gave them
object lessons, and he instructed them in the
nature of true greatness. Ke set a little child

in their midst (Luke 9. 47) and said, “He that
Is least among you all, the same shall be great.”
Consider the tenderness and yet the thorough-
ness with which he dealt with the request of
John and James that they might sit the one
ug;m his right hand and the other upon his left
(Mark 10, 38-42). The other disciples were
much displeased at these two brothers—selfish
people usually are angered at the attempts of
other selfish ‘)eople. But Jesus was not
angered. And in the case of the lesson, when
Jesus was so mear to his cross, when the old
wrrel of his disciples afain intruded itself, he

It with it with infinite calm and patience,
He took upon him the office of the most menial
servant and washed their feet, that he might
teach them in a way never to be forgotten that
fmlnens consists in servinf rather than in be-
ng served. And Jesus dealt patiently with his
dlscigles because he knew tbeLdld not under-
stand, and because he knew. they were moving
in the direction of right understanding. They

. Were coming out of ignorance and blindness, and

be dealt with them as a wise teacher with
ignorant pupils. The main thing was that they
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were teachable, snd not, like the scribes and the
Pharisees, perversely blind because unwilling to
know the truth. And God still has marvelous
patience with the ignorance of men.

Tue Moop oF JEsus

John gives us an insight into the thoughts of
Jesus on that fateful night. The first thing he
tells us is that Jesus was clearly aware that
the hour of his death was immediately at hand.
“Jesus knew that his hour was come that he
should depart out of this world unto the Fa-
ther.,” We have seen how, for several months
preceding, this thought took hold of him. And
it was not that he felt that his enemies would
inevitably overcome and destroy him, but that
his death was the goal toward which he was
moving and which he himself was determined to
accomplish. The second view which John gives
us of the mood of Jesus at that time is the state-
ment of his consciousness of the relation which
he sustained to the Father: “Jesus knowing
that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and
went to God.” And no one but John could have
set this exalted consciousness of Jesus in con-
nection with his act of humiliation in washing
his disciples’ feet. John would have us under-
stand that Jesus performed that act not when
he was least conscious of his divinity, but when
he was most conscious of it. That gives to the
act higher meaning; for if Jesus, when he was
most clear as to his exalted nature and destiny,
stooped to render such common service to men,
what human greatness can be so exalted as to
be excused from any service however common
or mean?

PETER'S PROTEST

Peter’s protest against having Jesus wash his
feet was perfectly natural and creditable to his
instinets. None of us would willingly consent
to have even one whom we regard as an equal
render us a menial service, if it were not ab-
solutely necessary. Peter felt that it would
be the proper thing rather that he should wash
his Master’s feet. It would be a mean spirit
that would without protest permit superiors to
render ignoble service. We would not think
well of a man who would be willing to have a
king black his shoes or a president brush his
coat. That was jIust the nature of Peter’s pro-
test, and it was just like Peter, and it is to be

ut to his credit. And Jesus did not rebuke
im for that. He understood Peter’s reason for
objecting. But he had a reason for doing the
thing that Peter did not understand, and he
said to him, “What I do thou knowest not now ;
but thou. shalt know hereafter,”” That was
asking Peter to trust him and submit to his
wish. It was at that point that Peter offended.
“Thou shalt never wash my feet,” he declared.
That was quite another thing than his generous
first protest. It was willfulness and refusal to

My s 9 ; é_ﬂ\
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obey. And no one can have any part with
Christ who sets his will against him, Peter
quickly saw that, and his submission was as
extreme as had been his refusal.

MEANING OF CHRIST'S EXAMPLE

Jesus said to his disciples after he had washed
their feet, “I have given you an example.”
What does the example signify? Not, certainly,
a formality to be repeated ceremoniously. Not
literally at all of necessity, though occasion
might require it. Not necessarily in the actual
rendering of direct menial service, though very
few, perhaps, arve ever so situated that it does

{ “alr iy 553 5 v o 4
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not become their duty to render such seryice,
But it is not that. It is the willingness to‘
serve in any needed way. It is a spirit, what.
ever one's position among men, that regards
service as a privilege and an honor. Everyone
should be willing, if properly ecalled upon, to
wash the feet of the veriest beggar; but for
many people such menial service would be the
poorest service they could render. Christ’s ex-
ample stands for servantship, and the rich man,
and the wise man, and the ruler, who use their
wealth and wisdom and power to serve their
fellow men are following Christ’s example. King
oy beggar, serving or served, does not matter,

THE LESSON PRAYER

O Christ, we see in this lesson from thy life how, having loved thine
own, thou didst love them unto the end.
cross was falling upon thee thou wast even more eager to display thy
love to thy followers, for thy going to the cross was for their sakes,
Help us to feel that while self-seeking was unseemly on that night
when thou wast entering upon thy passion, it is yet more unseemly in
this our day of fuller light, after the cross for so long a time has been
lifted up in the world. In the light of thy life of servantship, crowned
with a death of redemptive love, may we consecrate ourselves to the
service of our fellow men, knowing that whatsoever we do, even unto
the lowliest, we do unto thee. Amen.

When the shadow of the

The Lesson Coin Thoughts

1
Washing disciples’ feet was none too menial,
as a service, for Jesus to do,
There is always dignity in whatever is of
service to souls.
It is not what we do, but the spirit in which
we do it, that displays the quality of our deeds.
Any great man can render lowly service, but
no little man can render high service,
No man is so tall as when he stoops to serve.
A giant dwarfs himself when he shirks a giant's
service. A dwarf may grow to a giant by doing
duty.
I

Most people ask for special help when they
are about to leave this world.

The last thought of Jesus before he left the
world was how much he could help others.

It were far more honor to have one's feet
washed by the Master than to be crowned king
by the world.

Some men are too tall to always stand
straight. Some men are too short to ever stoop.

Jesus had eyes to see high things among the
lowly.

More diamonds have been found in the dust
than ever fell from the stars,

How little a man must ask from men and
how much he can give to them is the problem
of the great.

111

To be “weary in well-doing” is symptomatic
of a weak spot in the soul.

The “aftermath” of goodness is always better
than the first harvest.

The “afterglow” of the “Sun of righteous-
ness” is brighter than all the “sunbursts” of
the world.

Goodness may live the largest life when most

unseen.
Selfishness busies itself with itself. Unself-

ishness busies itself not with service for others.

1v

Christ’s love was as perfect at the end as it
was at the beginning.

The lasting quality-of love is what stamps it
with eternity.

Love is no meteor, but a fixed star.

The fickle wind is not love’s symbol, but the
sure-shining sun.

he cirtle is its emblem, for it is complete

and has no end.
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" The strength of love lies more in itself than
it does in the thing that it loves, g

Love has often loved unlovely things to love-
liness. v

“The devil” stands for a power that we must
all reckon with,

The greatest question is not how to under-
stand the mystery of meanness, but how to
master meanness.

The devil put the traitor’s spirit into the soul
of Judas before he put the liar’s kiss on his
lips

Sometimes the devil makes a thing look its
pest in order that he may do his worst.

Kisses may be full of curses.

A lie that acts without speaking is as bad @
lie that speaks without acting.

VI

Nothing is so dangerous as a bad thought in
the mind. Bad thoughts are serpent’s eggs that
will hatch in the heart. A book of bad thoughts
is an incubator of bad deeds.

They are more culpable who fire hearts with
wickedness than those who fire houses with
flames. The author who writes bad books
breeds criminals. The man who helps to make
eriminals ought to be dealt with as one.

VII
We live our way into life’s greatest lessons.

&
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Love is the best interpreter of loveliness.

The truest dignity is never distant; it hugs
up close to the heart.

When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet he
crowned their hearts with his love.

Peter could not understand how so lofty a
spirit could render so lowly a service.

Loftiness and lowliness are the twin charac-
teristics of love.

T VIII

To be made *“clean” by Christ is to be washed
of all wickedness.

Men's feet have never heen so foul as their
hearts,

To cherish a grudge is to keep oneself un-
clean. To be unforgiving is to be unclean.

No one can hold spite without smirching his
spirit.

The stream of uncleanness that flows from the
lips comes from the fountain of an unclean
life. Speech gathers foulness only from the
soul,

IX

Christ’s life was an example for all who live,
His love was an example for all who love. Ilis
speech was an example for all who speak. His
teaching was a model for all who teach.
His service was a model for all who serve, He is
the perfect pattern who has supreme right to
say, “Follow me.”

The Lesson Heart Talk

A dim perception of the coming glory of their
Master had dawned upon his disciples through
his entry into Jerusalem. It was dim, imper-
fect, obscured, and mixed with sordid, selfish
views and ambitions. They knew the triumphal

march foreshadowed an acknowledged King and
an established kingdom. But they did not re-
alize its significance until the Holy Spirit gave
them spiritual understanding. Spiritual truth
is always perverted by the natural mind. It is
useless to try to apprehend it without the light
of the Holy ’Srpirlt——nf this we have here an
illustration. hese men who had been under
the teuchiur of the Lord for three years, and
had been told over and over again that his king-
dom was not of this world, on the way to the
place where they were to eat this last supper
with him, disputed among themselves who should
be greatest in his kingdom. Once before they
bad the same dispute when the mother of the
sons of Zebedee angered them by asking for her
children the chief places. Jesus then had tried
to show them that true, self-forgetting service
of love was the only claim to high position in
his domain. And yet they gnther in the upper
foom, on this last night of his life on earth, so

with their own selves, and what they as-
pired to, each for himself, that not one of them
would perform the service of foot-washing for

another, nor even for the Master, lest it should
seem to put him in a servant’s place,

It is a remarkable scene—eleven men (leaving
out Judas, of whom nothing good could be ex-
pected) who ought by that time to have learned

bétter, so disturbed by their own selfish ambi-
tions that they had no heart to serve one an-
other nor to serve the Master they professed to
love. And yet, havln‘gl loved them to the utter-
most, so that he would do anything to lift them
from the dead level of their selfishness to the
ure atmosphere of his own high thought,
Jesus himself did for them what they thought
themselves too good to do for ome another, or
even for him. How ashamed they must have
been! No words could have rebuked them like
that action of their Lord. *“O, 'twas love,
‘twas wondrous love!” He knew that his hour
was come. He knew what he was about to
suffer. He knew the ‘flory he had with the
Father before the world was: he knew he was
soon to return to that high place, with a name
above every name—and yet he loved his ewn
so utterly that he took the form of a servant
for their sake, and for ours, that we might not
miss our share in the glory of his kingdom!
Their very childishness and weakness drew out
his pitying love. O, if he could, this last night
of s stay with them on earth, make them see
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what would fit them for the place of power!
He counted no service menial that would help
these beloved, stupid disciples.
“0, Lamb of God ! was ever pain,
Was ever love like thine?”

“I have given you an example.” The foot-
washing was a necessity for comfort and for
health according to the customs of those days.
It was one of the common duties and courtesies
of a host to see that it was done for his guests.
It was a servant’s place to do it. Who would
ever have thought such a commonplace thing
had anything to do Wwith a man's character, or
with determining his rank in heaven? Yet the
“‘example” was given to teach that very thing.
Love that serves is the ruling principle of
heaven. Selfish ambition or selfish ease has no
recognition there. The angels are ministering
spirits. Jesus came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister. The road to a seat beside him
on his throne is the road he walked. The

’
\

1. The incident recorded in our lesson for
to-day has a prominent place in Christian art.
In nearly all the earlier pictures of this scene
there are at least two things in common, the
importance of the place given to Peter, and the
uniform reverence of treatment whereby Christ’s
dignity and divinity are preserved in the midst
of his menial office. One of the most artistic
and suggestive of the many representations of
this incident is the painting by Ford Madox
Brown, now in the National Gallery, Londen.
Of it Miss Hurll says:

“The painter throws off all the influences of
tradition, and approaches the subject not less
reverently than the old masters, but with a mind
directly open to all the suggestiveness of the
narrative. The moment of explanation is past.
The Master has made his meaning clear to
Peter, whos# vehemence has given way to rev-
erent submission, and our Lord quietly proceeds
with his task, grasping one foot firmly in his
right band, while he applies the drying cloth
with the other. Both men are absorbed in

reverie, their heads bent u‘)on their breasts, the
Master’s youthful face full of pensive sorrow,
the disciple’s older countenance Jhrofoundl\'
meditative : both submissive to the divine will,
each in his own way, In the rear stands the
table about which the other disciples sit in
wvarious attitudes of thoughtful attention.

“The painter had an entirely unique inter-
pretation to offer to the world, and, with assured
technique and rich, subdued color, was able to
carry his thought into perfect execution.”

2. Verse 1. “He loved them unto the end.”
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occasions for serving are everyday courtesies
and kindnesses, and the necessities and com-
fort of others. The “example” teaches me that
the higher my position, the richer my gifts, the
greater is my obligation to serve. Love counts
no service menial, no work a sacrifice, We
need not look far to find feet to wash—they
tread life’'s pathway with us, tired and soiled,
Even Judas was included in Jesus's wonderful
ministry of love. If he could have won him
from his evil purpose in this last hour he would
have done so.

“These trifles! Can it be they make or mar
A human life?
Are souls as lightly moved as rushes are,
By love or strife?
A look the fainting heart may break,
Or make it whole,
And just one word if said for love’s sweet sake,
May save a soul.”

Yea, yea!

The Lesson in Literature and Art

1 classed, appraising once,
Earth’s lamentable sounds—the welladay,
The jarring yea and nay,
The fail of kisses on unanswering clay,
The sobbed farewell, the welcome mournfuller;
But all did leaven the air
With a less bitter leaven of sure despair
Than these words, ‘I loved ONCE.”

0, never is “Loved ONCE”
Th'f word, thou Victim-Christ, misprizad friend!
hy cross and curse may rend,
But, having loved, thou lovest to the end.
This is a man's saying—man's: too weak to
move
One spherdd star above,
Man desecrates the eternal God-word Love
By his No More and Once.

Sn{ never, ye loved ONCE:

God is too near sbove, the grave beneath,

And all our moment's breathe

Too quick in mysteries of life and death

For such a word. The eternities avenge
Affections light of range.

There comes no change to justify that change,
Whatever comes—LOVED ONCE !

—Mrs. Browning.

3. Verse 11.
Yet all his lurking sin was bare to him:
flis bargain with the priest; and, more than

this,
In Olivet, beneath the moonlight dim, j
Afore was known and felt his treacherous kiss,

Christ washed the feet of Judas!
And thus a girded servant, self-abased,
Taught that no wrong this side the
eaven

gate of
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e s, —Gicorge M. McClellan,

4, Verse 13.

O Lord and Master of us all!
Whate’er our name or sign,

We own thy sway, we hear thy call,
We test our lives by thine.

Thou judgest us; thy purity
Doth all our lusts condemn ;

The love that draws us nearer thee
Is hot with wrath to theuu.

To do thy will is more than praise,
As words are less than deeds:
And simple trust can find thy ways
We miss with chart of creeds.

No pride of self thy service hath,
No place for me and mine:

Our human strength is weakness, death
Our life, apart from thine,

Our Friend, our Brother, and our Lord,
What may thy service be?

Nor name, nor form, nor ritual word,
But simply following thee.—Whittier.

5. Verse 14. So far as you desire to possess
rather than to give: so far as you look for
power to command instead of to bless; so far
as your own prosperity seems to grow out of
contes: or rivalry of amy kind, with other men
or nations; so long as the hope before you is

e

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER o ass

for supremacy instead of love, and you desire
to be greatest instead of least, first instead of
last, so long are you serving the Lord of all that
is last and least, the last enemy that shall be
destroyed, death; and you shall have death’s
crown, with the worm coiled in it, and death’s
wages with the worm feeding on them. Kindred
of the earth shall you yourself become; saying
to the grave, “Thou art my father”; and to
the worm, “Thou art my mother and my
sister,””—Ruskin.

6. Verses 12-14, In Sidney Lanier's poem
The Crxutnl. after he has pointed out the fleck
or the flaw in the great poets and philosophers,
from Homer to Tennyson and from Socrates to
Emerson, and has lovingly forgiven each his
human limitation or deficiency, he concludes
gz‘n; the following impassioned tribute to

rist :

But thee, but thee, O sovereign Seer of time,

But thee, O poet'’s Poet, Wisdom'’s Tongue,

But thee, O man’s best Man, O love's best Love,

O perfect life in perfect labor writ,

Of all men's Comrade, Servant, King, or
Priest—

What if or yet, what mole, what flaw, what

lapse,
What renst defect or shadow of defect,
What rumor, tattled by an enemy,
Of inference loose, what lack of grace
Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep's, or death's—-
0O, what amiss may I forgive in thee,
Jesus, good Paragon, thou Crystal Christ?”

The Lesson Iflustrated

Verse 4. In Home the great of this world,
kings and emperors, princes and senators, kiss
the foot of him who names himself the repre-
sentative and vicar of Christ; but Jesus, who
from the beginning was with God, and who was
God above all things, eternally blessed, stoops
down, with complacency of manner and a tender-
ness of love beyond all conception, to fulfill
toward his disciples the "humble duties of
slave.—William Bennett.

Verse 4. And here before our mind's eye
passes that immortal scene of Worms which
was as the dawn of the Reformation. Three
centuries ago, at a diet held in Germany, a
young emperor sat surrounded by all the
splendor and glory of the realm:; his were
power and wealth, the homage of earth and the
blessings of heaven. He held beneath his
scepter a great part of Furope, and almost the
whole of the New World. The sun never set
upon his states, and his flatterers beguiled him
with dreams of universal dominion. When
Charles V, intoxicated with his unparalleled
greatness, saw a pale and haggard monk called
Martin Luther enter the hall, we are told that
he was unable to repress a motion of surprise
and contempt. He knew not that, in this solemn
day, a great struggle was about to begin, and

that this unknown monk would be the victor;
he knew not that, after the lapse of three cen-
turies, the cause for which this monk was
struggling would have on its side more than
half of the Christian nations, while naught
would be left ‘of that earthly grandeur which
dazzled even himself. Now, whence came this
wondrous power which enabled Luther, alone
before that assembly, alone before the whole of
Furope, to affirm his faith unflinchingly, and to
win that triumph to which we are indebted -for
our awn enfranchisement? His adversaries have
answered, “Monkish pride!” Ah! if ever he
was proud it was surely not in that eventful
hour. No: he had gathered his strength in that
long and fervent prayer which, on the eve of
that memorable day, he had uttered with tears,
and in which he pronounced these simple and
tonching words : “Thou knowest, O my God, that
I too would prefer my rest and peace. . . .
Who am I that I should resist so many great
lords? but it is thy cause, not mine.” Luther
on his knees, Luther crushed by his solemn
niission, Luther broken down before God, that
is the explanation of his courage and triumph,
for the Lord teacheth hig™way to the meek.—
Fugene Bersier. Puton therefore bowels of mer-
cies, kindness, humbleness, . . . long-suffering.
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The School of Practice

1. The disciples’ fanlt consisted in wanting places of honor.simply for the sake-of the honor, I will this
week seek to guard myself against any selfish wish for the honors which come from men, and keep in ming
that a position of honor increased obligations to serve.

2, Jesus did not feel humiliated in washing his disciples’ feet, and so teaches me that service, however
common, is never below the highest dignity. I will this week improve any opportunity I can find to render

" any needed service, and will resist the feeling that any service is beneath me.

3, Peter was wrong in refusing to yield to the will of Christ because he did not understand Christ’s pur-
pose, by which I see that there may be disobedience in refusing to let Christ do something for me as well as
by refusing to do something for him. This week I will try to obey him in both respects.

The Lesson Digest and Teachers’ Guide
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GENERAL PREPARATORY WORK. 1. There is no Puralld Mussage. 2. Text and Context: John chapters
13 and 14 should be studied consecutively. They connect this with Lesson VI, and are intimately related to
both lessons. 3. A Simple Analysis: (1) An introduction, giving the reasons for a strange symbolic act our
Saviour was about to perform (verses 1-8). (2) The strange symbolic act (verses4-11). (8) Its meaning as our
Lord himself explained it (verses 12-14). 4. Changes made by the Revision : Verse 2: * during supper ” instead
of *“ supper being ended.” Verse 3: * understand " instead of ** know.” Verse 13: ‘“Teacher” instead of
* Master.” 8. Light from Other Scriptures: Verse 1: Jesus referred to his hour that was come in Lesson
IV. Compare verse 27 with verse 8. In John 8. 35 John the Baptist tells his disciples that * The Father
loveth the 8on and hath given all things into his hand.” Jesus refers to himself as coming from God in
John 8, 42. Compare with verse 4, Luke 12. 37. Verse 5: For an instance where this act of Oriental ceurtesy
was not extended to Jesus, giving occasion for anothcr memorable washing of the feet, see Luke 7, 4. The
‘‘ hereafter " of verse 7 may refer to the few moments a’terward when Jesus sat down and began to explain
his act. Compare verse 10 with John 15, 8. With verse 11 compare John 6, 64, where we are told that Jesus
knew who should betray him * from the beginning.”

The Junior Grade

"Wor pupils from nine to twelve years, in
clusive. Elch pupil, if possible, should be
supplied with a copy of the Intermediate Quar-
terly. )

Preparing the Lesson.

Lesson Material : John 13, 1-14,

Illustrative Material: 1. The picture of Tue
Lory Jesus Wasnine THE Ferr ov THE Dis-
ciprLes, Intermediate Quarterly, 8l 8
Tue Drawine Lesson, page 324, of a pitcher
and basin.

Constructing the Lesson,

Connecting Links: This lesson connects
directly with John 12, from which Lesson IV
was taken. The rest of this chapter and chap-
ter 14 should be studied to conmect it with
Lesson V1. Study the paragraph on The Passion
Week, in the LessoN Worb STUDIES, page 329,

Arrangement of Lesson Facts: (Sugges
tions for the actual work of teaching are given
below. )

1. Our Lord’s Symbolic Act: the Reason for
It (verses 1-3). (a) It was Thursday even-
ing, and the disciples were gathered around
the supper table in the “upper room,” with
their Master. (b) But John takes his date
from the approaching passover feast, having’
in mind that Jesus was (in a figure) the

ver Lamb, a sacrifice slain for the sins
of the world. (c) “His hour was come.” Our
Lord’s conduct and words followed the will of
God as the striking apparatus of a perfect

clock follows the hour, (d) Two ways of look-
ing at one thing: one way—*“was crucified be-
tween (wo thieves”; the other way—*should
depart out of this world unto the Father.”
(e) Who ara Jesus's “own”? Not the worthy,
but those who accept his love. He loved them
because he is Love. (f) He *“loved them unto
the end.” Neither life nor death can separate
us from the love of God. (g) John's philosophy
takes note of a personal devil. (4) Judas's
treason, the stupendous crime of history.
(i) Three items of our Lord's knowledge con-
cerning himself : that *“all power” was given
him that he was come from God: that he went
to God.

2. Our Lord’s Symbolic Act (verses 4-11).
(a) Jesus, closelyswatched, rose from the supper
table. (b) He prepared himself for servile work
by laying aside his heavier drapery and girding
himself with a towel. (¢) He washed his dis-
ciples’ “feet, and wiped them with the towel.
(d) The emphasis of Peter’s words is on ““thou”
and “my.” (e) Jesus promises explanation here-
after. (f) Peter practically declares that no
explanation can make the absurdity tolerable.
(g) Jesus gently shows that refusal to submit
must sever the connection between the Master
and the disciple. (h) Peter extravagantly asks
for more of a bath than our Lord had thought
necessary to give to any of the disciples.
Jesus's l;?ly (verse 10) needs study. He that
is wash (that is, he that has just bad a
bath) needeth not save to wash his feet.
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He does not immediately require anether bath, Arrangement of Lesson Facts: First study

but, having passed through the dusty streets the second division of this lesson (verses 4-11);
¢ Twill thi since the bath, his feet are likely to be soiled, then the third divisjon (verses 12-14); and
ceep in mind and they needed cleansing. (i) It was the cus- lastly verses 1-3. This will give us in order
tom of the Jews to bathe before participating our Lord's enacted parable, his own explana-
in the passover festivities. “Ye are clean,” tion of its meaning, and John's explanation of
therefore, was true in a physical sense, but our the reasons why this particular teaching was
Lord also meant, Ye are spiritually. clean. given at this juncture. (Suggestions for the
(j) He makes an exception of Judas, however. actual work of teaching are given below.)

3. Our Lord's Symbolic Act: Its Meaning 1. The Enacted Parable (verses 4-11).
(verses 12-14). (a) Our Saviour resumes the (@) Jesus and his disciples were in an upper
garb and the seat of the teacher. (%) He room, gathered around the supper table.
claims what the disciples have all along ac-  (b) Whether Judas was or was not present is
knowledged, his position as their divinely sent not certain. (¢) The customs of the time as

ice, however
nd to render

Christ’s pur-
ne as well as

hn chapters " Teacher. (¢) If the divinely sent Teacher has  well as the disciples’ reverence for Jesus put
ly related to thus bathed his disciples’ feet, surely the dis- him in a position of dignity at the table.
bolic act our ciples should be willing to cleanse and cool (d) He rises from the table, and turns himself
Paning es our the feet of each other: a lesson in humility, in appearance and conduct into a servant.
per ”* instead but far more in practical charity. (e) His service is the peculiar one of washing
" instead of Teaching the Lesson. the disciples’ feet, not as host, for if done at
e in Lesson Developing the Outline: 1. The keynote of all that would have been done earlier, but with
* The Pather our lesson is in the first three words of our the intimation that the disciples were footsore
from God in Golden Text: “By love serve.,” A good intro- and seiled. (f) Remember conditions not men-
utal courtesy duction will be found in story of a father's or  tioned in the text, such as (1) Public baths
e7. 4. The mtl;er’a curehfor a t.l:ick O:iild-' 3]) T"l'il til one :: used by Jews in getting ready for the passover
N to expl essons where the words o e text ma . i .

Id that rrallll: :th:died with profit. Make sure that the diﬁl%ult St (5) the :Sapeinily of waibing- thesteh

1: . ats unpaved streets from the public bath to the
::'38 u‘{;' :::l:::“y" w :.h:‘ glirdodv,zr'“ev::; upper chamber where the supper was spread.
whit.” 3 The basin, pitcher and towel of the (g) Peter characteristically objects to our

ays of look- drawing lesson will help us to remember how Lord's washing, but when informed of its im-
rucified be- humble u:d}oving the .LDl'd ‘Jesus was, how hum- perative need rushes to the other extreme and
1y—*‘should ble and loving he desires us to be. 4 Let the begs for a bath. (h) Jesus’s attitude to Peter:
e Father.” toacher encourage the learning of the hymns sung  potor bt submit in faith, waiting for a

in connection with the lesson. Lyte’s beautiful

the worthy, hymn, No. 129, future explnl_lali?n. Lack of obedience and
loved them loyalty, even in circumstances apparently unim-
them unto ?;%ﬁn%h.?t::g:?g\:;rmtt:; portant, are far-reaching in consequences.
AN separate (i) Our Lord’s consciousness of the treason of

 philosophy if thus learned will become a perpetual inheritance  Judas. X .
k) Judas's of joy and gladness to their youthful minds. If 2. Our Lord Explains His Enacted Parable
oF Ristaey their minds be thus stored with Christian hymns évenea 12-14). (a) He resumes the rabbi’s
ory. ress and the rabbi’s seat, and accepts the

ill oftel safeguard in h f

wledge ;-on- m::ioncandntm" St v S st lrabbl's t;i‘:ile. di(? ) AB xﬁgthrﬁsplonsitnlléyh ress-
was givel ng on 8 divine Rabbi had impelle m to
ot he g'enr: The Intermediate Grade wash his disciples’ feet. What is this re-

[For pupils from thirteen to sixteen years, ugonnibllity? (e) His disciples need to accept
rses 4-11). inclusive. ~Kach pupil, if possible, should be sup- ¢ e"odl‘l"d o nhclelndnsfr i ,°nil|y » but nh}o b
the supper ed with a copy of the Senior Quarterly, the ? - hﬁ' i £ binigh d " ni i, WAY ,‘,‘2‘"
servile work ntermediate Q rly, or the Berean Leaf. ] or the comfort and purification of others.

and girding (d) Our Lord’s teaching by this parable, ex-
hed bis dis. Preparing the Lesson, glnlned by himself, is therefore the duty of
the towel Lesson Material : John 18 and 14 ; especially rotherly, humble, loving ~%harity. The injunc-
y o “thow’ the printed passage, 13. 1-14. tion of the Golden Text emphasizes it.

nation here- Illustrative Material: Use a slate or paper 3. John’s Explanation of the Reasons Why
es that no pad for the outline of the lesson, Our Lord Enacted this Parable at this Juncture
¢ tolerable. Constructing the Lesson. verses 1-3). (a) He knew (not conjectured)
]’ to submit Connecting Links: Our lesson puuge that he was come from God, sent on a divine
the Master links on to the teachings which followed 4%00 errand. (b) He knew that, in spite of all
gantly asks later events of Lesson 1V—John 12. 27-50; humiliation and apparent defeat, the process
ad thought the long conversation, address, and prayer  of his life would lead him back to God. (¢) He
» disciples. which fill chapters 14, 15, 16, and 17 begin  knew that “all things” had been given by God
. He that _ With verse 12 of our present lesson. Cowne into his hands. (d) He knew that the crisie
just bad a The Passion Week, in the LESSON ORD had come; the devil dhad put treason into
 his feet. . Sreries, Judas's beart, and in a few hours the Savionr
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should ‘“‘depart out of this world unto the
Father.” (e) He knew who “his own"” were—
not the good, but thoses who would be good if
they knew how; not the perfect, but those who
were going on unto perfection. (f) He loved
his own, and, holding the creed of Matt
92, 37-40, his chief desire for them was that
they should love one another. (g) Now, the
“end” having come, he shows his love by his
teaching of love. In other words, from all the
teachings of our Lord's public ministry he se-
lects this one teaching, fundamental and car-
dinal, for the climactic hour—the duty of a
loving concealment and correction of the faults
of others. *“Love hides a multitude of sins.”
Teaching the Lesson.

Developing the Outline: The divisions sug-
gested by the LESSON STATEMENT, or those of
the *“Construction” thus given, may be fol-

lowed. Some teachers will prefer the outline
suggested by the LESSON EXPOSITION.

The Semior Grade

[For pupils above the age of seventeen. Each
pupil, if possible, should be supplied with a copy
of the Senior Quarterly. |

Fix in mind the precise time in our Lord’s
life when this event occurred, and its relation-
ship to what preceded it and to what followed
it. Preceding it were (a) the superficial wel-
come to Jerusalem, with the deadly hostility
beneath: (b) the devoted love of the disciples,
with the treason of one, however, and the
timidity of the others: (¢) the slowly perfect-
ing plans for his arrest; (d) the tender rela-
tionships which would be anhanized by this
passover supper. Succeeding it were, (a) the
Jong, matchless discourse given by John only:
(b) the intercessory prayer: (¢) the agony in
the garden; (d) the passion. He “loved his

\
-~
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own which were in the world.” Was there any
beginning to this love? Had any virtue or merit
in them called it forth? What were they when
he first loved them? (Rom. 5. 8) What
were they even yet? (Luke 9. 46; 22, 24.)
Every good Jew was punctilious in his per-
sonal preparation for the passover meal,
Jesus-and his disciples (probably) had recently
left one of the great public baths of Jerusalem,
Like all Orientals, they were lightly shod.
Walking through the unpaved streets they
would reach the upper room with dusty feet.
Eastern hospitality bathes the feet of guests,
but Jesus here acted as servant, rather than as
host, teaching humility and charity. Verse 10
emphasizes the fact that, though by bathing
their bodies had been made clean, by contact
with the street their feet had become soiled
and weary. Their physical condition was thus
made a symbol of their spiritual condition, and
of the s;l)irmml condition of the church in all
ages. Many an unquestionable Christian be-
comes soiled and toilworn from contact with
the world. What is the duty of fellow Chris-
tians when they observe his faults? DPeter
must not point to John's feet nor Andrew to
those of Bartholomew, and each upbraid the
other. No: “Ye ought also_to wash one an-
other's feet.” With a charity both tender and
discreet Christians should try to cleanse their
brothers from all faults. This is the true
meaning of our story, and it is greatly en-
hanced by the humility and love of Him who
taught the lesson. Jesus ¢id this knowing that
the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he was come from God and would go
to God. He did it knowing that the devil had
Jut it into the heart of Judas to betray him.
Je did it as an example to his followers to
the end of time.

The Responsive Review

1. What took place on the evening before the

Saviour's death? Hix last supper with his disciples,

2. What is said of his love to his disciples at that time? ** He loved them to the end.” 3+ BY what act did he
show his love? By washing their feet. 4. Why did he do this? To teach them humility.

The Church Catechism

6. What is the indirect witness of the Spirit? The {ndirect witness of the Spirit is the assurance which we
have from the consciousness of the fruit of the Spirit in our heart and life.

2 Corinthians 1. 12,
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Primary Paragraphs
0, sING the blessed story !
The Lord of life and glory
1s risen, as he said—
1s risen from the dead!
—Mary A. Lathbury.
Tie Grap EasTer. The teaeher of little chil-
dren should make much of the opportunity
Baster brings to teach the glory, the sacredness,
the sweetness of the life purchased for us
through the resurrection of our Lord.

PrepARE THE EAsTER LESSON. A bulb
planted early enough to make sure of a plant
by Easter may be kept in the class room. A
cocoon is a beautiful and impressive symbol.
Let the children know that you are looking
toward Easter, with its peautiful lessons, not
only as a festival t'me, but as a zeason of new
life. Seek for a new Easter song which makes
this prominent, and ask often of the dear
Father, both at nome aund in the class, that new
life and love from Jesus, the Lord of life, may
come into the little hearts at this beautiful
season.

Tue EASTER STORY. Let no symbol teaching,
however beautiful and appropriate, crowd out
the clear, simple, old, but ever-new story of the
resurrection. However familia1 it may be,
study it with fervent desire to find some fresh
channel through which to convey to each little
soul the profound truth that Jesus is the Life-
giver and the one Saviour from death. Study
to make the life thought so prominent and real
as quite to overshadow the thought of physical
death. Said a little child who had been taught
not to fear death, “Why, it's like taking off a
glove. That's the way the Lord takes off the
body when he wants us to g0 to him.”

Homg EvANGeLISM. Many of our little ones
come from Christless homes. The primary
teacher may send many a wora of life into these
homes, and who knows “which shall prosper,
this or that”? Tt is ours to do the seed-sowing.
God will care for the harvest. There are house-
holds from which the Shepherd has taken awav
a precious lamb, perhaps, during the year. The
simple message,

“Praise God, the Shepherd is so sweet,
Praise God, the country is so fair!
We can but bring them to his feet

We can bt joy to'leave them thdre !"
may convey balm to the sore bheart. To not
forget at the glad Paster to send some life-giving
word to the stricken homes and hearts within
your reach,
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OrnEr MErnops. Some primary teachers
find it impossible to visit their classes. Such
may help to overcome this lack by an occasional
letter to the mother, inviting her full sympathy
and cobperation; an occasional primary school
gathering to which the mothers are invited; a
monthly mothers’ meeting, if this can be com-
passed, and always the ministry of the written
or printed page. There are few parents who
would not welcome the leaflet or card sent by
their child’s teacher with a request that it be
read. Many a word of consolation, of instruc-
tion, and of practical help may thus be sent
into homes, which even in Christian homes may
bear fruit.

No RooM FOR DISCOURAGEMENT. “In my
class,” writes a teacher of little children, “is a
stolid little boy whom nothing ever seems to
move. I've been discouraged over that child’
many times, feeling that all my teaching fell
upon deaf ears, But one day L told the class
about some poor children who could have no
Christmas cheer but through the help of others,
and this indifferent, careless little fellow was
the very first to respond. His mother said he
couldn’t wait to take off his overcoat and cap,
after reaching home, before hunting up some-
thing for ‘those poo¥ children.’ 1 have learned
that there is a way to the most (apparentlv)
closed hearts.”

Arbor Day for the Children

Tue Sunday school is overdoing the observ-
ance of special days. Of course it is commend-
able to take note of the most important of the
great church anniversaries, but it is surely un-
wise to pay too much attention to all of the
Jesser ones—especialy all those of a secular
nature,

However, there is one day whose observance

ssems especially appropriate to the Primary
Denartment and that is Arbor Day. Little
children live so near. so very near to uature's
heart that the trees mean more to them than fo

adults. The minds of the little ones are utterly

incapable of comprehending abstract truth: thev
can have but the slightest comprehension of the
plan of salvation, but they can understand what
is meant when thev are told that God js ‘he
Creator of the natural world. They will 1ave
the trees all the more when told that God has
made them and that man eannot produce even
the tiniest of living trees.

Unon this day the teacher might zive each
(“\"‘(‘1 s potted tree, whose growth can bhe watche
at home.

e




fInternational Bible Lessons
SECOND QUARTER
LESSON I—April 2
JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. John 10.
7-18

GowpEN TeXT: “1 am the good shepherd : the
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”
John 10. 11,

Primary Notes
BY JULIA M. JOHMNSTON |

These beautiful les-
ons are all about Jesus
our Lord., Through the
entire Quarter our aim
shiould be to make the
children think of him,
to concentrate their at-
tention upon the Sav-
jour. The motto ques-
tion for the three months may be, “What think
ye of Christ?” Explain to scholars that we
treat people as we think about them. If we
never think of them at all we pay no attention
to them nor to their wishes, do mot look at
them, and do not try to please them. If we
dislike them, in our thoughts, we perhaps try
to hurt them; we take pains to show that we
do not care for thém. It makes a great differ-
ence what we think in our hearts about others.

It would be strange if a child never thought

of his father or mother., If he never did, of

course he would never say, “Thank you,” never
try to please his parents. When children do
wrong, and disobey, how often they say, i ¢
didn’t think.” One dear mother used to answer
such words by saying, “But you must think.”

Now. we ought surely to think first, and most

of all, about our very best Friend, Jesus.

These lessons will help us to understand, to

think about, and remember his great love for
everyone of us.

We will write these Thoughts about Jesus
where we can see them Suaday after Sunday.
Let teachers do this upon the blackboard, or
with brush and ink upon a sheet of cardboard,
or in some other way, but iet each thought be
preserved and reviewed continually.

Kxplain this Quarter's plan before beginning
the lesson at all. Draw out ideas of pupils as
to thoughts. Can we see them? How do we
know that we have thoughts? By what we
say and do. Can anyone think of thoughts
for us? No. we must do our own thinking.
Can we choose what things and people we will
think about? If we have hearts full of good
thoughts will there be room for bad thoughts?
Will Jesus help us to think good thoughts?
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Teach following hymn verse in connection with
these thoughts (tune, “Little Drops of
Water”) :
Precious thoughts of Jesus
Fill his Holy Word.
Jord, may we remember
What our ears have heard.

Thought of Jesus, to Impress in This Les-
son: Jesus is My Shepherd. Do not announce
this at first, but have it distinctly in mind and
lead up to it. For this reason it is now
given at the beginning instead of at the end of
these Notes,

Approach to Lesson. A talk about sheep and
lambs, how they live, how much care they
need, how helpless and even silly they are, and
who takes care of them, knowing each one,
calling each by name, watching everyone, and
keeping them all safe, leading, feeding, and
loving them.  Impress the truth that each
sheep, each lamb, needs a shepherd, and the
shepherd must care for every single one, if the
whole flock is to be safe and happy. From the
needs and wants of sheep lead up to thought
of the character and the care of the shepherd.
if he be a good shepherd. Then speak of Jesus
as the Shepherd, and “The Good Shepherd” of
his people, who are like sheep and lambs, and
explain how.

he Shepherd Lets Us In. Bxplain the
keeping of sheep in a fold, where they can be
safe. Jesus himself lets us into his own fold,
which is called his kingdom, which is really
his loving heart. And he lets us into the
home above, too. A door is a place to get in.
Jesus is the One who lets us in.

The Shepherd Leads and Feeds, Fnlarge
upon this thought and show how our souls
need strength, as our bodies do.

The Shepherd Gives His Life. Illustrate
this from life of human Nhegherd. and from
Jesus's life as the Good Shepherd. Teach
(Golden Text, and then deepen impression,
made all through. that each one may say,
“Jesus is my Shepherd.” It will do no good

8% < P'e @ =~ -

to you if he is the Shepherd of another. xle
must be yours. You must say, “He is mine.
Thought for Teachers. Thought and action
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must be coupled. Always make teachings prac-
tical. If Jesus is my Shepherd I must follow
him. Show how children can follow.

LESSON II—April 9
THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. John 1. 32-45

GowvEN TEXT: “Jesus said unto her, I am the
resurrection; and the life.” John 11, 25.

Primary Notes

Our Thought of Jesus,
as Central Truth: Jesus
Gives Life to Me. This
is to be illustrated by
what life - is, how it
shows itself, and also by
questioning upon the giv-
ing of life, as it cannot
be bought, nor gained by
anyone. It must come from the Great Giver.
The personal character of this life, as given,
must be emphasized, and the lesson guided
toward this great truth that Jesus gives life
to each one.

Approach to the Lesson. A little talk about
sickness. How does sickness come? What is
it to be ill? What do we do when not feeling
well? If one is very ill, and does not grow
better, then what? Then comes death. No
doctor can keep death from coming sometime,
When friends are taken away by death, how
do we feel? If there should be a little family
of three, living happily together, two sisters
and a brother, and the brother should be very
sick and at last should die, how would the
gisters and friends feel? Well, this is exactly
what came to pass when Jesus was on the
earth, and the three people were dear friends
of his.

Tell the story of the home and family of
Bethany where Jesus loved to visit, and picture
the sorrow there when the dear brother sick-
ened and died. Turn the thoughts quickly
away from these sad details, to the fact that
in their grief the sisters remembered Jesus
and sent for him. He answered their prayer,
for he came, and though not at once, it was
that he mlﬁht do something greater than heal
sickness. e meant to show his power in a
more wonderful way than that. Emphasize
the faith which the sisters had, for they be-
lieved Jesus could have kept their brother from
dying. They thought he could keep life, but
he was strong enough to give life.

Jesws's Love. Picture the meeting of Jesus
and the sisters, and the sad scene of weeping.
The sisters and friends could not help erying
for sorrow. Then Jesus wept too. He was
Lazarus’s friend and loved him. He loved the
sisters and took their sorrow on his own heart.
In his love, he gave them something to do.
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"ell of the procession to the grave, the rolling
away the stone. They could show the way,
they could roll back the stone.

Jesus's Power. 'Tell of Jesus's prayer of
thanksgiving, and of his word to the dead man,
who came out, at this loving and powerful call
of his Lord. >

Now there was something else for the friends
to do. The white linen clothes, the wraps and
bandages used then, had to be unwound and
taken off, so that the living man could walk
about freely, and this the friends could do.
Whenever there is something we can do, we
must not expect Jesus to do it. e leaves it
for us.

The People Believed. This was what hap-
pened after the loving Jesus had shown his
great power, in making Lazarus live. Many
who saw it, believed that this was the Son of
God, for he could give life.

Thought for Teachers. Do not try to make
children understand death beyond the sad fact
which most of them know without our (ellinf.
But direct the thought toward life. The li
of the soul is love and obedience. The bod
shows life by what it does, and so does the soul.

LESSON ITI—April 16
THE SUPPER AT BETHANY. John 12, -11

GOLDEN TEXT: “She hath done what she could.”
Mark 14. 8.

Primary Notes

Our  Thought .ibout
Christ: Jesus Takes My
Love Gift. The example
in the lesson is to lead
up to this conclusion,
which is to be empha-
sized by a little talk about
gifts, and especially gifts
of love. They may not
be worth much in themselves, or they may be
worth a great deal. Jesus takes them, what-
ever they are. There cannot be giving without
taking, Tove in giving and love in taking must
go together, If Jesus will take, we ought to




bring. We may bring, and this should make
us glad.

Approach to the Lesson. With the thought
of vringing acceptable gifts to the Saviour, let
us approach this lesson with a little story.
Alice wished to make her mother's birthday
happy. She thought it better to do this by
giving something of her very own, rather than
by asking for money to buy something. This
would not be Alice's real giving, you know.
She had a little box of handkerchiefs which she
admired greatly. She took one, with the pret-
tiest border, and wrote a loving letter and gave
both to mother. Was mother pleased? She
did not need the handkerchief. Indeed, it was
vather small for her anyway. But because it
was her little girl's love gift she was very
happy over it. She knew it cost Alice some-
thing to give away part of what she cared for
most. By doing this she had shown her love.

Now Jesus looks into our hearts when we
bring him anything, and if he sees love there
he takes the gift, no matter what it is. He
does not need our little things—our bits of
money, our going without things, but he loves
all these, because they show love.

The story of to-day shows how much one
woman loved, and what she gave.

Mary's Gift. This story centers about Mary,
and she should be made prominent. It was of
her that the words of the Golden Text were
written. Tell of the supper, and of those who
were there. Picture the coming of Mary to
the Saviour's feet with her love offering. Lead
the children to think of what was in her heart
first, and what filled it as she came. The gift
was costly—but not too costly to bring to
Jesus, It was so sweet that the house was
filled with the smell, People could not help
knowing about this gift, though Mary: said not
a word, The ointment was S0 sweet it could
not help making itself known by its perfume.
But love is sweeter than anything in this
world. Love in the heart makes any gift
sweet, no matter whether it cost much or little,
It may be little and yet cost much in giving, as
Mary's gift did. Tt did not cost money, but it
cost the giving up of what she carved for. Be-
cause she loved much she did it. Because Mary
Joved much she gave all she could. She gave
away her ointment, but she took away some of
the sweetness in her hair as she wiped the
Saviour's feet.

Jesus Taking the Gift. Show how lovingly
Jesus received Mary's oTering, though Judas
and others grumbled about its cost and waste.

If Jesus took this gift so kindly long ago.
and is still the same, he will take our love
gifts. We may each say, “Jesus takes my
love gift.”

Thought for Teachers. Beloved, make this
lesson concrete by showing definitely what love
sifts children can bring. Here is a chance to
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emplmsiie missionary work, benevolent and
church work, and daily love.

In
memory

of

LESSON IV—April 23
EASTER LESSON. Luke 24. 1-12

GowpEN TexT: “He is risen from the dead.”
Matt. 28. T.

Primary Notes

Our Thought of Christ: Jesus is My Risen
Saviour., Let all the joyousness of Easter Day
be centered about this thought of the Personal
Saviour, My Saviour, risen from the dead.

Approach to the Les-
gon. There was once a
strange man, whom you
will surely think was
crazy. He said that he
loved flowers and birds
and wished to be with
them. So he went out
into a wild place where
no trees grew, MOr any grass, nor any green
or living thing. There was sand everywhere,
with great bare rocks scattered about. There
was no water, no shade, nothing but rocks
and sand. Could birds and flowers live in
such a place? Could the man expect to find
gsongs and sweetness in such a place? Was
it not foolish to go there thinking that he
would find birds and flowers? Why? Because
neither birds nor flowers could live there. It
was not the right place to look for them. The
man should have known better. He had heard
where the birds and flowers were, and was
much to blame for going to the wrong place.

This wonderful lesson tells us of some people,
very loving and very good, who wished to ind
a dear friend, but went to the wrong place to
look for Him.

The Spice Bearers. Tell of the tender
hearted women of Galilee, who loved Jesus so
much, that after he was put to death and laid
away in Joseph's tomb, they went home and
made ready sweet spices to put about His pre:
cious body. It was the only way they could

think of to show love.
These sweet-smelling spices that people used
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long ago, were precious and costly. Bearing
their sweet gifts for the dead body, these spice-
pearers started in the early dawn of the day,
and came to Jesus’s tomb. They wondered, on
the way, who would roll away the great stone,
put when they came to the place, the stone was
rolled away. They need not have been troubled
about it at all. But when they went into the
rocky cave of the tomb in the garden, they
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. This
troubled them much and they wondered how
this strange thing could be,

The Angels’ Message. Then two men in
shining garments stood by the women as they
waited, in trouble and fear, and asked them,
“Why seek ye the living among the dead?”
Surely the place to find a living man was not
in the grave. Why should they look for Him
{here, who was risen as he said? *“He is not
here,” the angels told them. *Remember,”
they said, ‘‘how he.spake unto you when he
was yet in Galilee,” O, they had forgotten or
bad not understood and believed what Jesus
said. Now the angels bade them remember
that their Lord had told them that he was to
die and rise again. Then they remembered. It
all came back. They did not look longer for
Jesus there, but hurried away to tell the rest
that Jesus had risen. It seemed too strange to
the others to believe. They thought the women
must be mistaken. They too had forgotten, or
did not believe the Lord himself. Then Peter
ran to the place and stooping down saw the
empty tomb, the folded linen clothes, and went
away wondering.

It was true as the angels said. *“He is risen
from the dead.” Teach Text, and lead to the
Thought, “Jesus is My Risen Saviour,” What
could a dead Christ do for me? Nothing.
What can the living Lord do? E\'erythinf.

Thought for Teachers. Make much of the
Easter story. There will be som« in the class
to whom it is not yet familiar. illustrations
are excellent—seeds, bulbs, cocoons, butter-
flies, the resurrection plant, but they are meant
for the arrest of attention and the illustration
of the truth, and not to take the place of it.

HOSAMIIAL

Make the blessed story itself familiar and vivid
as the supreme effort of the hour.
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LESSON V—(April 30)

JESUS WASHING THE DISCIPLES’ FEET
John 13. 1-14

GoLpEN TEXT: “By love serve one another,”
Gal. 5. 13.

Primary Notes

Qur Thought of Christ:
Jesus is My Pattern,
The idea of imitation
must be strongly brought
out in impressing this
practical thought. What
is a pattern? What is
it for? How can we
- use it best? By follow-
ing closely. If we do not keep close to the
pattern the dress will not fit, the picture will
be spoiled. 1f we try to change a good paitcrn
we make a mistake, Keep this thought of
Jesus the Pattern throughout the lesson, and
impress it continuously, but most deeply at the
close. In the development of the lesson make
Jesus's example as beautiful, loving, unselfish,
and helpful as you can. Then influence young
hearts to follow such divine example.

Approach to the Lesson. Mary was a big
girl, and had learned to sew. She thought now
she might make herself a dress. Mother gave
her a pattern that was just right, and Mary
cut out -the pretty stuff. But when she put
the pieces together and tried on the dress it
did not fit. She had not noticed the directions
on the pattern, and had not cut out her frock
like it at all. If she had been careful and
tried harder she would mot have made such
mistakes. It was not the fault of the pattern,
but Mary’s fault, that the mistakes were made.

A pattern is something to follow. There are
many kinds of patterns. A teacher may be a
good pattern to follow. A boy may study and
behave as teacher does, and then he is taking
teacher for a pattern.

Jesus is our Pattern, and shows us what to
do. We should make our lives like Jesus's

life, and that will be following the best Pat-
tern.

The Lesson. First, tell at what time the
incident happened. It was at that last supper
with his disciples, just hefore Jesus was put
to death. You would think that the Saviour,
on that sad night, would have enough on his
heart without thinking of what he could do
for his friends. But he loved them so that he
wished to help them in every way.~” He did not
think of himself. In that, too, he was a g
Pattern.

Second, describe the service of Jesus as he
took the towel, the basin, and the wa.er and
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washed the disciples’ feet,
servants used to do this.

Third, give the meaning of what Jesus did.
It was to show his disciples how they must
love each other and be willing to serve one
another, for love's sake.

Thought for Teachers. Let us remember,
dearly beloved, that as under-shepherds, caring
for the lambs, we are, in a sense, patterns too,
and_must set an example before the little flock.
The very way ig which little coats and hon-
nets are cared for and little overshoes 'put on
may show our love, and our “Please” and
“Thank you" should never be omitted.

Only the lowest

Whisper Songs for April

FIRST LESSON
Texper Shepherd of thy lambs,
Let thy voice forever guide us.
Let us never stray away
From the Friend who walks beside us.

SECOND LESSON
Jesus, life and light of men,
Light the night, the tomb, the prison,
Stand beside thy fallen ones,
Let them stand among the risen.

THIRD LESSON
Jesus, Father, Brother, Friend,
What have little ones to bring thee?
We have each a heart of love
We have each a song to sing thee.

FOURTH LESSON
Rise, Redeemer, in our hearts,
Rise to set in darkness never
Rise and reign till sin and death
From thy world shall pass forever.

FIFTH LESSON
Jesus, let thy humble mind
Keep me always meek and lowly,
Loving thee with all my heart,
Serving all with purpose holy
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Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Second Quarter

Praise Service. (All repeat, slowly and
geriously, after teacher.)
“Like a shepherd Jesus will guard his children,

In his arms he carries them all the day long;
Praise him! praise him! tell of his excellent

greatness,

Praise him ! praise him ! ever in joyful ;'oﬁg,"

SiNGING, A joyful song of praise.

Teacher. O God, thou art my God,

Class. Early will 1 seek thee,

T. O thou that hearest prayer.

C. Unto thee shall all flesh come.

7. 1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills,

(. Whence cometh my help.

PrAYER, closing with the Lord's Prayer by
all.

SINGING.

“0O that with yonder sacred throng,
We at his feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown him Lord of all.”

GIVING SERVICE.
Teacher. How does God want us to give to
him ?
Class. Cheerfully, freely, lovingly.
T. Why should we love to give to God?
. Because he gave his Son to us.
T. Does Jesus know what gifts we
brought him to-day?
All *“Jesus sat beside the treasury,
Saw the pennies as they came,
Knew the hearts that loved to bring
them
For the sake of his dear name.

have

OFFERING, followed by simple prayer of
consecration.

BirtHpAY OFFERING, followed by song or
recitation.

ADDITIONAL LEssON (five minutes).

Brier REVIEW,

MorioN EXERCISE, or SoNG. (As a prepara-
tion for the sustained attention desired to the
lesson teaching, some physical change should
be given the class. A marching song may be
sung, while windows are thrown open. “We
will all rvise up together,” may be repeated
twice, or some bright motion song, sung by the
class standing; any of these will produce an

excellent effect.)

LESSON TEACHING. (Review briefly,

new lesson, and close with echo prayer.)

CLOSING EXERCISE.

T, “The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the
Lord make his face to shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee.” ;

€. “The Lord watch between me and thee, ¢
when we are absent one from another:

teach



