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1

EDITOR’S PREFACE.

As the following reproduction, in English, of M. GARNEAU's
“ Histoire du Canada,” is a moderately free, rather than a slavishly
literal translation of that work, a few prefatory remarks are by him
considered to be necessary for the information of his readers,
more especially those who are not acquainted with the original.

As regards the TEXT, the tenor of the author's narrative has
been serupulously observed, although, in a number of places, some
of his sentences have been abridged, in order to bring the volumes
within a reasonable compass, ne less than to make room for illustra-
tive matter; which latter is, for the most part, appended in
supplementary foot NoTEs, or in additions to the author’s own
notes. In both these cases, an initial B. superadded, plainly shows
the amount. of material for whic]f‘"thc translating editor alone is
responsible.

It is to be observed also, that a few passages have been inter-
calated even with the author’s textual matter; but in nearly all
such instances, bracket marks [ ] define, typographically, the
limits of sentences for which the editor needs to claim indul-
gence.

Readers acquainted with M. GARNEAU's Histoire, and who,may
happen to compare the present translation of it, page by r%qge,
with the original, will discern at sight, the several retrenchments of
its exuberances which have been ventured upon, as above indicated,

in a good many pages; not only so, but in a few chapters some
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substitutionary matter, of a more exact, .or more complete, or more
suceinet character, occupying the place of M. GARNEAU's. It will
be for him and for his friends to judge whether the work lras, upon
the.whole, gained or lost by the changes thus made; which are,
after all, chiefly modifications rather than supercessions of the
transmuted material. In-very mu;xy instances, faulty figures have
been ecorrected, wanfing dates supplied, and vague indications
élucidated, while translating. ~ French-Canadian crities will please
to remember—the editor would hint—that the present work had
to be shaped, to some extent, to meet the reasonable expecta-
tions (but not to flatter the prejudices) of Anglo-Canadian readers;
for whose special benefit the abridgments made and the illustrations
appended are intended. Had the translator not taken some friendly
freedoms with the text of his author, verbally speaking, the vol-
umes would not be so ‘“readable,” for such, as the editor hopes
those who peruse will find them.

The editor earnestly appeals to his brethren of the CANADIAN
Press, in hopes of a favourable estimation of the worth of the
pains taken in the present case : this much, at least, he can safely
say, that his labours have been conscientious in their nature at

least, if necessarily of a subordinate character.
ANDREW BELL.
Montreal, 7th July, 1860.
.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

TO THE THIRD EDITION.

WE present to the public a third edition of the HisTory oF
CANaDA, from its discovery till the Union year, 1840.—When
we began the work, we did not possess the official correspondence
of the French Governors with the Home Government, commenc-
ing with the foundation of Quebec, and ending at the Conquest.
On the other hand, the acoredited documents we had regarding
the after times of British domination, threw little light upon our
history.

Since the time above adverted to, several compilations of his-
torical pieces have been formed. We may adduce here, the Al-
bany Collection, which the Legislature of New York has had trans-
lated and printed, under the care of Mr. O'Callaghan, author of
an excellent history of the New Netherlands; also the repertory
of Canadian documents in the library of the Provincial Legisla-
ture ; likewise the official pieces given in the last two volumes of
Mr. Christie’s History of (British) Canada; finally, the collec:
tion of documents, regarding Canada, brought from Paris, or
found among the archives of the Province, by M. ’abbé Ferland,
of the archdiocese of Quebec.

These precious acquisitions have enabled us to rectify sundry
particulars not stated with sufficient exactness in either of our

certainty regarding several facts; besides adding many curious

two preceding editions, zmd( empowered us to speak with more

details not hitherto known. \To put the public in possession of
ameliorations necessary to make our work less imperfect, we have
not hesitated to incur the cost attendant on issuing this third and
improved edition.

There are few countries in America concerning which so much
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has been written as Canada, and yet there are few so deficient as—

we are in histories: for we are not to accept for such, several pro-
ductions which take that name, which are merely memorials, or
narrativesfof travellers and voyagers; such as I’ Amérique Septen-
trionale of \Lia Potherie. '

During a long period, there appeared in France a host of
printed productions, into which were carefully gathered all that
was passing in Canada, then the arena of a sanguinary struggle
between civilisation and barbarism. These had, for the most part,
small literary merit ; but'they contain a mass of remarkable and
interesting materials, which caused them to be read in Europe
with avidity. By degrees, however, as Canadian peculiarities
became known, the interest excited by their novelty greatly abated,
and the Province had ceased to attract much publie attention in
France, till it was invaded and passed under the yoke of an alien
power. This change once effected, French writers who collected
materials for our annals became more rare than ever.

Amorfg authors anterior to the Conquest, the most conspicuous
is the famous Jesuit Charlevoix. The extensive plan of his book,
La Nouvelle France, the exactness of the facts he minutely reports,
added to his simple and natural style, long ensured for him a high
place in public estimation ; and he is, even yet, considered the best
early historian of our country. If he listens too much to inspir-
ations of a pious credulity, if his likings and dislikings occasionally

lead him, in all honesty, into mis-estimations ; yet upon the whole
all the learned admit, that he discourses of men and things with
right judgment and sound discretion ; that he appreciates events
with wisdom and impartiality : while his relations with the Court
of France procured him access to peculiar sources of authentic
information. Under his pen our history, thitherto an imperfect
sketch, took the proportions of a complete work. That he fell
into some errors regarding Cartier’s voyages and explorations, and
a few other matters appertaining to our early annals, is not to be
wondered at, considering that means for testing the exactness of
what he wrote respegfng‘ ose times were few and widely scattered.
The precious materials hg did possess must have been brought
together with great carefnd cost; for it was not then as now,
that Governments and’ Legislatures consider it a part of their
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. vii
duty to form pu"\.ﬁg{: collections, or to aid the efforts of individuals to
form such. Weymay cite as an example, what has been done in
this regard by tHe British Government of our day, for illustrating
the history of its American possessions.

Still the history of Charlevoix comprises only the first moiety
of the years which have elapsed from the foundation of Quebec till
our own time. Neither does the aim or nature of his work ap-
ply to present circumstances, or harmonize, in its spirit, with our
present political state. Written chiefly in an ecclesiastical view,
it contains many digressions from the highway of history, to the
side-path of missionary enterprises and experiences, which have
long-lost their interest, for a majority of readers:at least. And
again, the author, viewing things chiefly from a French stand-
point, enters into details which, perhaps necessary for the elucida-
tion of his subject to European readers, were and are superfluous
to Canadians. Lastly, through lapse of time, much of his gene-
ral materials have ceased to repay perusal anywhere.

The f)lan we had to choose necessarily occupied much of our
attention, because the scenes of our historic action were many
and lay widely apart, taking Quebec for the middle ground. Now,
although the present work is, in name, a history of Canada only ;
it includes the annals of all the French Colonies on the continent
of America, from their origin till the treaty of 1763. The unity
of the viceroyalty of New France, and the relations maintained
between its several territories, forbade our treating the sub-
ject otherwise than as a whole. Nevertheless, we do not always
cause the events passing in others of France’s American Provinces
to tun in pairs along with those reported, in order of ‘time, (‘n \
proceeding in Canada itself; for that would have been $o raise %
sense of confusedness, rather than due order, in the reader’s mindy /{
through frequent temporary transitions, which it is ever fatwumb /
to follow. We therefore report, in separate chapters or seéfions,/
the events which passed synchronically in each dependent colgny,
wherever that is usaful for clearness’ sake; yet still kcepi}(O
virtual unity in the collective composition. p

Among the subjects treated apart will be found -notlccs of the
aborigines ; accounts of the governmental institutions, civil and
ecclesiastical, established at different times in the viceroyalty; a

up a

-
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relation of discoveries and explorations, early and late, &e. By
this arrangement, a Oanadian reader can skip,-at will, such chap-
ters of the work a8 may not interesthim ;. r:uy,"fw; instance, the
notices it contains of Louisiana.
While treating of the memorablefepoch when constitutional
government was established in this €ountry, the mind naturally
reverts to the earlier time of the Magna Charta, that first basis
upon which British franchises were founded, and which lave
descended to us; and we are especially interested in remembering,
that to barons of Norman race did our second mother country owe
its earliest free indtitutions ; to the operation of which she chiefly
owes her present power and glory.f From the moment that Ca-
nada was endowed with a representative constitution, our annals
hage borne a double interest. No sooner did it begin to operate,
than the feelings, tendencies, and peculiar genius of our people
took an immediate expansion ; political struggles, and the rival-
ries of rgee forthwith eommenced; the executive and the peo-
ple’s depufies, in earnest contention as to the limits of their powers’
and rights, or for privileges always disputed : there was, we say,
everything attractive in the animating spectacle of those bloodless
jousts of human reason in action, which had for their object the
amelioration of a country and the well-being of its people. But
in proportion to thie imports#nce of this part of our task, will be
the difficulty we shall have in treating it properly. )

T The destiny of Canada is dependent on the cause which we
vindieate in this work ; namely, the conservation of our religion,
our language, and our laws. By holding to the creed and main-
tdining the nationality of our forefathers, we perhaps are opponents
of British policy, which has placed the two Canadas under one
government, in view of causing the disappearance of those three
gareat features of Canadian existence; and it even may be, that in
taking our stand upon the old ways, we incur the censure of such

* X411 the Barons who obliged John Lackland, King of England, to
sign the great Charter, whether subscribed literally orin latinized form,
have the appearance of being French names. THIERRY . Histowe de la
Conquéte de U'Angleterre par les Normands.

t The three paragraphs éftor the above mark are additions, by the

. author, to the Preface, as it stood at first.—B.
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~ AUTHOR'S PREFACE. X

of our cnii‘npntrinw as wish to fall in aith British views on this
matter. In. any case, we can conscientiously declare, that in
whatever we have related, with or without comment, we have been
actuated by no feelings of party hostility. We have only obeyed
the impulses of‘our heart, by favouring a cause founded on all that
is (or should be) sacred W§ the eyes of Christians nn(kputriot.ﬂ.

We are quite alive to the consequences which may result from
our firm attachment to repudiated sympathies. We know that in
reproving the decrees of an all-potent metropolitan state, we may
be denounced on one hand, as propagators of pernicious opinions;
and on the other, regarded as the purblind votaries of a separate
nationality, which had best become extinct. Not discouraged by
such repudiations as the latter, we are consoled by the conviction
that we play an\honourable part; and although our Province
should' never attain that prosperity, or make that progress in ma-
terial civilisation, which some pdrties think would result from an
amalgamation*of races, they must still respect the motives which
impel us to pursue the even tenor of our way. There remains
this consideration too, that if Canada’s future be menaced, who
knows what its birth-time may bring forth? Islamism assured
itself thatthe cause of Greece was lost for ever, yet Byron sang
the Mdid uv/'\;lthrns and the Bride of Abydos.* The free breath
of apcient Greece now stirs the folds of the Acropolitan standard.
¢

¢
as

. ;:ﬁr:nt people,” says Thierry, “ are not so speedily subjugated,
3 the|

official “acts of those who govern it by force would have
the woyld believe\ The late resurrection of the Greek nation
profes Jthat those deceive themselves strangely who accept the
idtories of kings, or evenof conquering populations, for the final
nnals of the territory whereih they are dominant.” And a Race of
dmaller account than that named in the foregoing passage cited
A
estate.
Add to all, that there are, for| certajn races, propitious times,
when Providence seems to come\in ajd to exalt them from de-

he work already referred \t,n, may survive long in its fallen

pression and animate their minds\with a fitful renewal of their

* This illustrative allusion seems rather odd: how applicable it may
be, we cannot divine.—B.
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hopes. The people of the United States have already, more than
once, by their resisting attitude, prevented the uplifted hand of
oppression from falling on the (French) Canadians. The flag of
the neighbouring republic possesses this advantage, that when
waved abroad, it scares violence from its prey, and paralyses the
arm which would be exerted in effacing the name of a people from
the roll of recognised nations,
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

History has become, dating from a half century back, a rigo-
rously analytic science. Not only the facts narrated, but their
causes also, have now to be indicated with precision and discern-
ment, in order that the former may be judged by the latter. A
severe oriticism wijll throw agide all that bears not the impress of
truth. That which presents itself without critical acceptahoce,
and without having been discussed and approved before the tri-
bunal of sound judgment, is treated as being of fabuloug nature,
and dismissed into the region of figments. In this perflct day of
close serutiny and applied common sense, disappear marvels, pro-
digies, and all those phantasmagoria in presence of which na-
tions in a state of mental childhood are stricken with a secret fear
or are rapt in puerile admiration ; such phantasmagoria, we would
observe, as of old animated the sombre forests of Canada in the
brooding fancy of their first inhabitants, those warlike and bar-
barous tribes, of which the remnants now remaining are so few.

The historical revolution adverted to above, in the mode of
appreciating events, is incontestably due to the progress of mind
and to the increase of political liberty, and is in itself the greatest
proof that could be adduced of the gradual perfecting of social
institutions. The clouds of mystery which enveldped the early
annals of Greece and Rome,* have now lost their awe-inspiring
aspeots ; keenly scrutinising eyes have pierced the veil that hid
them from ordinary inspection ; and if we closely scan the true
origin of those nations, the clouds of historical marvel disperse,
even as light morning vapours are scattered by the rays of the

* The historians of this continent have not had to overcome the diffi-
culties which long embarrassed those of Europe, in respect of the origin
of races. They can, without difficulty, indicate the point of departure
of the waves of emigration from the Old World, and follow their traces
onward, even into the obscurest valley of America.
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sun. It is a notable fact too, that while to mythological heroes
and early kings a celestial origin was assigned ; while the adulation
of the adorers of personal might and rude regality enveloped their
origin with portents and prodigy, nothing super- or infra-human
preceded or attended the existence of the dominated commonalty ;
the prosaic life of the masses held “ the even tenor of its way,” in
the memorials regarding them even in the earliest annals of
pseudo-history.

No farther back than three centuries ago, superstitious igno-
rance everywhere dimmed and paralysed popular intelligence.
Three quarters of the habitable globe were unknown to the ma-
jority ; who were equally ignorant of most of those unusual phe-
nomena of nature which raised admiration or called up fear;
the sciences were wrapped in mystery by their professors, an
alchemist passed for a diviner or a wizard, and often finished by
becoming the dupe of his own deceptions, and believed that he
did or could hold converse with the spiritual world.

The invention of Printing, and the discovery of the New
World, at length began to make an impression on the thick men-
tal darkness of the Middle Ages. And when Columbus suddenly
rendered America to astounded Europe, unveiling, as by a magic
touch, ‘'so great a domain of the thitherto Unknown, he dealt a
brain-blow, by that very disclosure, to the sway of ignorance and
superstition.

Freedom of mind also, though all but lost during prevalent
barbarism, was not quite extinet in some high places, and power-
fully contributed to the new movement of the human faculties.
In fact, we may say, that liberty first ipspired that movement,
and afterwards sustained it with an ever-growing potency.

From this time, THE PEOPLE began to appear in history. Hither-
to they who ought to have occupied the fore-ground, were thrown
into the remote distance of the word-pictures which passed for
histories of the nations; the canvas being taken up with the gigantic
and lowering shadowy outlines depicted of their masters. All the
figures discernible are those of absolute chiefs, holding in one
hand a sword, in the other a diploma of their pretended divinity :
the rest of mankind, passive plebeians, an inert and suffering mass
of living, breathing humanity, has no recognised condition of
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. xiii

existence apart from that of obedience. [In a word, the “court-
and-battle historians '"* made small account or none of THE PEOPLE
during a long series of ages.] But in proportion as the bulk of
mankind resume manhood’s rights, the current of history begins
to change, yet slowly: that sciepce, even when modified, long
seemed subjected to the influence of prejudices and errors, surely
destined to pass away; it is only in our own times that national
annalists have become faithful to their true mission. Have their
works thereby lost their interest or ceased to attract? We trow
not. What more sublime spectacle is- there, than that of a
thinking people in action! We nuh/:“thc?r wants, we are pained
with their sufferings, we mark and jiidge of their aspirations; we
joy in their joys, we participate by sympathy in their sorrows. The
great ocean of enfranchised humanity, when stirred to its depths
by great thoughts, whether of love or hate, manifests a power ca-
pable of producing far greater effects than all the wondrous mate-
rial works erected by the submissive hordes of Egypt or Asia.
But it needed four revolutions, that of Batavia, those of Great
Britain, and that again of the United States, [before the Lion of
the Tribe of the People could be firmly set up on his pedestal].

The epoch of natignal revolts, so famous” in European annals,
is that wherein appeared the first essays of American historians
of any repute. It is no wonder if America, inhabited as it is but
by one class of men only, namely ‘the people "—using the term
in the ignoble sense given to it by the privileged orders, or the
¢ gwinish multitude” (la canaille) as Napoleon phrased it,—should
adopt in their entirety the principles of the Modern School of
history, which regards the Nation as the source of all lawful
power,

The first individuals who set themselves to exorcise the phan-
toms which guarded the sanctuary of absolute monarchy against
the assaults of the * sacrilegious”’ masses, were an Italian and a
Swiss, two men who, ¢onsequently, were born in the freest coun-
tries of Europe-in their day. Lawrence Valla gave the signal of

* A quaint but expressive compound epithet, borrowed, by the author,
from Alexis de Monteil, author of “I'Histoire des Frangais des divers
Etats ;” & work of prodigious but thankless research.—B.
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self-enfranchisement to the 12th century. Glareanus, so called
as being a native of the canton of Glaris, followed in Valla's steps.
“ Switzerland is a land of reasoners,” says Michelet. * Despite
the gigantio poetry of nature among the Alps, the spiritual breeze
that comes from their glaciers, is prosaio ; it wafts us \g Doubt,
chiefly.””* . \

The history of the origin of Rome exercised their critical powers.
Erasmus, Scaliger, and other learned Dutchmen followed in their
wake. Louis de Beaufort, a Frenchman, finished the work of
demolition ; but he destroyed only, he did not reconstruct. e
ground being thus cleared, the celebrated Neapolitan, Vico, a
peared ; and gave the world, in 1725, his vast system of the me
taphysics of history ; 1 among which may be found, in embryo a
least, all the labours of modern science. The Germans seized the
germ he planted, and it fructified in their hands; Niebuhr became
the most illustrious of Vico's disciples.

Meanwhile the voice of all those profound thinkers was heard
among certain nations, whose people proclaimed, as we have
remarked, each in due succession, the dogma of Liberty for all.
From the schools of doubters issued Bacon; thence resulted the
discovery of the New World, the metaphysics -of Descartes, the
immortal Esprit des Lois, the labours of Guizot, and, finally, the
works of Sismondi, every line in which contains a plea in favour
of the poor people, long crushed under the heel of feudalism ; an in-
stitution once so powerful, but which now shows but withered or
seared remnants of what it once was: even as are those trees, in
our forests, when doomed to perish’ by steel and fire, which may
be seen in many a newly gained-field, olearing for tillage.

An observation we call to mind here, which seems to us to have
the gloss of novelty, so pregnant is it with too-little-remembered
trath. It is this: How glorious for Christianity, to be able to
say for itself, that the progressiveness of modern civilisation is in
part due to the spirit of that most famous and sublimest of all

* Histoire Romaine, We adopt here the data of the above-named
learned and ingenious historian ; also Niebuhr's.

t His book, dedicated to Pope Olement XII, bears the title of * The
New Science” (Scienza Nuova). The Biographie Universelle contains
a long article on this author and his works.
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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. Xv

lmok‘ﬁ the BisLx ; that continually speaking object of the medi-
tations of the scholastios and the learned. The Regenerator-
God took birth among the people, he preached only to the people ;
and he selected, by a preference too marked not to have its spe-
cial significance, his disciples from among the lowest ranks of
Hebrew unfortunates, enslaved by those Romans who were about to
bring to ruin their antique Jerusalem. This fact, more than any
other, explains the tendencies of Christianity, and accounts for
the indelible imprint it has put on modern ecivilisation.* And
it was under its influence, too, and in the spirit of Christian pre
cepts, that America was peopled by Europeans.

A new phasis turned up in the world’s history ; namely, that
resulting from the second overflowing of population, after the
christian era began. The first, we need not say, was that which
precipitated the fall of the Roman empire; the next was the immi-
gration from Europe to America, which hastened, in its turn, the
departure of barbarism.

If the spectacle presented by olden civilisation, corrupted by
sensuality and falling before the steel and firebrands of barbarians,
is caleulated to excite deep feelings of horror and pity ; that offer
ed by the discovery and colonisation of the New World, despite a
few gloomy shadings, inspires sentiments of hopefulness, and

evokes perceptions of grandeur elevating for the soul. Touching

it is to see setting forth, from different regions of Europe, those

long traing of humble but industrious colonists, with countenances
steadfastly fixed on our Occident. Up to that time, men of the
gword had been the precursors of all combined emigrations. “ War
alone,” says one anothor, “ opened up the olden world to general
observation.” Intelligence, and impulses towards labour, accom-
panied, among the moderns, those who came and yet come| to

* 4 The order of St. Benedict gave to the olden world, emasculawd by
slavery, the first exemplar of labours accomplished by free hands. Tha.t
great innovation was one of the bases of modern well-being.” MicagLer,
The cloisters of the Benedictine monks, whose order-was founded in
ftaly late in the fifth century, became asylums for those who fled be-
fore the tyranny of Goths and Vandals. It was the Benedictines who
preserved in their cloisters, for the world’s after-use, the small rem-
nants of anterior learning and science surviving among men.
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seok and to secure a foothold in America. The rapidly attained
successes of the former proved the advantages attending a state of

peace with freedom to toil, over a reign of violence, amid the

tamult of arms, for founding rich and powerful empires.
The establishment of Canada, as a French dependency, dates

from the times of the great movement of European populations

towards the West: a consideration of which movement, as to its

general causes, is of interest to this countty as well as to the rest of
5 s . ) .

America. We ought mot toallow ourselves to form erroneous con-

A . T s
ceptions as to the dirgetion taken by American civilisation. The

study of such matters is ‘mecessary for all the inhabitants of this

continent who are hebdful of the future.
Such i8, we repeat, the character of that civilisation, and the
colonisation begun and maintained under its all-powerful influ-

ence. (anada, though originally founded under religious auspices,
is one of those colonies which has been least affected by their influ-

ence. for reasons which the reader will be able to understand as

he proceeds in the perusal of this work. In a young colony, each
forwrd step is full of import for the fature. We should grossly

mistake, if we regarded the early pioneer, with hatchet in hand,

levelling the trees in his way in the Laurentian valley, as a mere

woodman, toiling only to satisfy the daily wants of his body. The

work he was then engaged in, humble as it might seem, drew after

it results far more vast and infinitely more durable than the con-
temporary feats of arms stricken in his own country, the report of
which rang through Europe. The history of the discovery and
t'muu]:n;ul; of French Canada has general interest as great as the

recorded origin of any other colonial empire on this continent.
The boldness of a Cartier, the first who set up a tent at the moun-
tain foot of Hochelaga, amidst unknown tribes of wild men, in-
habitants of a region well nigh 300 leagues inland ; the persever-
ance of a Champlain, contending, not merely with material obstacles
but also with the apathy which denied him means to overcome
them, yet succeeding at last in founding a colony yet to become an
(-,mpir:-, the sufferings of its first inhabitants, and their sanguin-

ary wars with the famous Iroquois tribes, confederated against
them ; the exploration of nearly the whole interior of North
America, from Hudson’s Bay to the Mexican Gulf on one travers.
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ing line, from Acadia to the Rocky Mountains on another; the
military expeditions of Canadians in the North, in Newfoundland,
towards Virginia, and into Louisiana; the foundation, by seculars
or missionaries, of the earliest European settlements in Michigan,
Wisconsin, Louisiana, and eastern Texas: here is surely a strik-
ing amount of operations of import high enough to arrest our at-
tention and win the admiration of our posterity. The recorded
incidents attending these impart to our early history a variety, a
richness of colouring, constantly affecting the imagination and in-
teresting the mind of those who read it.

When we contemplate the history of Canada as a whole, from
the time of Champlain till our own day, we first remark its two
great divisions,—the period of French supremacy, and that of
British domination. The annals of the former are replete with
the incidents of wars against the savages and the people of the
conterminous British colonies, since become the United States;
the other portion is signalised by parliamertary antagonism of the
colonists to all infractions of their nationality and designs against
their religion. The difference of the arms defensively used during
these two periods, shows the Canadian nation under two very dis-
tinct aspects ; but it is the second epoch which, naturally enough,
may most interest the existing generation. There is something at
once noble and touching in the spectacle of a people defending
the nationality of their ancestors; that sacred heritage which no
race, how degraded soever, has ever yet repudiated. Never did
cause of a loftier character or more holy nature inspire a heart
rightly placed, or better merit the sympathies of all generous
minds.

If Canadian valour has shone brightly in fields of war, the orato-
rical, argumentative, and administrative ability manifested by our
leading Statesmen, have been no less conspicuous in the Senate
and Cabinet. The Papineaus, the Bedards, the Vallidres, the
Stuarts, will,"in those regards, take a distinguished place in the
history of the country, as they already have in the remembrance
of their grateful contemporaries.

From the circumstance that Canada has had to undergo many
evil vicissitudes, and not through her own fault but arising out of
her colonial dependence, what progress she did make was effected

VoL. [.—B
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amidst obstacles and social shocks ; obstructions which have been
aggravated, in the present day, by the antagonism of two races
oonfronted with each other; as also by the hates, the prejudices,
the ignorance, and the errors of governments,—sometimes, too,
through the faults of the governed. The authors of the Union of
the two Canadian provinces, projected in 1822 and realised in
1840, have adduced in favour of that measure divers specious rea-
sons to cover, as with a veil, its manifest injustice. Great Britain,
prone to regard the French Canadians only as turbulent colonials,
a8 ill-disposed aliens, feigns to mistake for indubitable insurrec-
tionary symptoms (an artifice unworthy of a great nation), their
inquietude and their firm attachment to menaced institutions and
habitudes. Britain’s general conduct, however, proves too well
that while she believes not what is advanced against them, no re-
gard for treaties nor official acts, drawn up for the protection of
her Canadian subjects, has prevented her agents from violating
ooncessions, which ought to have been all the more carefully
respected for being regarded as forming an @gis to protect the
weak against the oppression of the strong. But whatever may
betide, the perdition of a people is not so easily effected as its
enemies may imagine. N

While we are far from believing that our nationality is secured
against-all further risks, like many more we have had our il-
lusions on this subject. Still, the existence of the Canadians as
a distinct people, is not more doubtful than it was a century ago.
At that time, we were a population of 60,000; we now exceed a
million souls. [ ? ]

What characterises the Gaulish race above all others, is ‘ that
oooult force of cohesion and of resistance, which maintains their
material unity amidst the most cruel vicissitudes, and makes it
rise superior to every attempt to depress it.” The olden Gallic
heedlessness (étourdepie), says a French author,* has outlived the
unchangeable theocrpcies of Egypt and Asia, the political com-
binations of the Greeks, the civic wisdom and military discipline
of the Romans. Endowed with a less flexible genius, more con-

* M. MarLuersr : De la Puissance et des Institutions de I'Union Améri-
caine.
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fiding and less calculating, this people, of antique blood but ever
young in heart, when the appeal of a noble conception or the call
of a great man inspires them,—this people would have disappeared
as other races, more sage in seeming than it, had done before ; and
why? because they comprehend only one mission (réle), one in-
terest, and one idea.

All things concur to prove, that the French settled in America
retain these characteristics of their ancestors, near and remote ;
that they possess a strong yet undefinable buoyancy of mind,
peculiar to themselves, which, invulnerable as mind itself, eludes
political guile, as spirit is unassailable by the sword. The type
of the race remains, even when all seems to forebode its extinction.
Is the nucleus of a French community found amid alien races ?
it grows apace, but always in isolation from others with whom it
is possible to live, but never to incorporate. Germans, Dutch,
Swedes, who came in groups into the United States, and lived
apart for a while, have insensibly been fused in the general mass
of population, and left no trace of their origin.* On the con-
trary, two sections of the Gallic race, one at each extremity of this
continent, not only maintain their footing in two countries so
wide apart, of contrasted climate and under diverse political con-
stitutions; but, as if by instinct, concur in repelling all infrac-
tions of their nationality. Is its sacrifice called for ? they serry
their ranks the closer. The nationality of the great people from
whom they are descended, animating them under menaces, causes
the rejectiom of all capitulations offered to them ; their Gallie
nature, while separating them from phlegmatic races, sustains
them in circumstances hopeless for others. In fine, that cohegive
force, peculiar to their moral temperament, develops itself inesk-
portion to the efforts made to overcome it.

The eminent statesmen who guided the destiny of Great Brit-
ain after the acquisition of Canada in 1763, well comprehended
that the position of its people, relatively to the neighbouring
Colonists of English origin, would be confirmatory of their fidelity

* The ready amalgamation of these races with the Anglo-Saxons of
America, was chiefly due to the common Protestantism of all four,—B.
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to the British crown; and their expectations, wisely conceived,
were not disappointed.

Nevertheless, left to ponder on their position, after the prolong-
ed and sanguinary struggles they had erewhile to sustain, and in
which they had shown so much devotedness to France, the Cana-
dians regarded the future with inquietude. Abandoned by the
most opulent and intelligent of their compatriots, who, in quitting
the country, carried with them that experience which would have
been so useful had they remained; so few in number, and put
helplessly, for a season, at the discretion of the populous British
Provinces near by, whose overbearingness they had resisted for a
century and a half with so much spirit, they yet did not mistrust
their fortune. They advertised the new Government of their
wants, and reclaimed the rights guaranteed to them by treaties ;
they represented, with admirable tact, that the discrepancies exist-
ing between them and their neighbours over the lines, the diver-
sity of races and interests, would attach them rather to the British
monarchy, than induce them to make common cause with demo-
cratic denizens of the Engli\sh plantations. They had divined, in
fact, the Revolution soon to ensue.

Chance has brought to light, in the Secretary’s Department at
Quebec, a memoir on this gubject, the author of which has traced,
with great perspicuity, the wants likely to arise at such a crisis,
and his predictions were not sllgw of realisation. Thus, antici-
pating the future independence of the thirteen provinces, he ob-
serves that “ If there subsists not between Canada, and Britain
prescriptive ties and mutual interestedness, of a nature such as
New England could not possibly extend to the Canadians, the
British could no more trust to the continued fidelity of the former
than to the provincials of New England. Will it be thought par-
adoxical if I add, that this union of all the parts of eolonized
North America, based on the principle of a universal franchize,
will bring about a time when Europe shall have no American colo-
nies, except those which America chooses to leave her ? for a hostile
expedition, got up in New England, might reduce the British
West India possessions, before it could be known in London to
hav  left port. If there be a means for preventing or postponing
such a revolution, so far as we are concerned in the matter, it is

T
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to be done only by maintaining and respecting the diversity of
language, opinions, habitudes, and interests which now exists be-
tween the inhabitants of Canada and the people of New Eng-
land.”

The Government of Great Britain, influenced by such consid-
erations as the foregoing, left undisturbed the Canadian language,
laws, and religion, at a erisis when it would have been compara-
tively easy to compass the abolition of all three ; for at that time
the British possessed a moiety of North America. They had
soon cause for rejoicing at their wise forbearance. Two years
had scarcely elapsed after the promulgation of the law of 1774
when all the Anglo-American colonies were up in arms against the
mother country ; and during the contest ensuing, the people of
the former wasted a considerable part of their resources in vain
attempts to wrench from her that Canada which they had helped
to conquer for her special glorification !

The Canadians, called on to defend their institutions and laws,
guaranteed to them by that same law of 1774, which the Congress
of the insurrectionary provinces had so injudiciously denounced,
just before, as “unjust, unconstitutional, very dangerous, and
subversive of American rights,”—the Canadians, we say, prompt-
ly ranged themselves under the banner of their new Protectress,
who now profited, more than she had ventured to hope for, by
the effects of the wige because liberal policy of her general Govern-
ment. That policy was sanctioned and extended on two memor-
able occasions afterwards: namely, in 1791, when the British Par-
liament accorded a representative Constitution to the Province ;
and again, in 1828, when the Imperial Parliament enacted, that
Canadians of French origin should never be disturbed in the en-
joyment of their laws, their religion, or those privileges which had
been already assured to them.

If this polity, which twice became the means of saving Cana-
da to Great Britain, was virtually repudiated by the Union Act,
it is not improbable that it will be found expedient to revert to it;
for the time that has elapsed since 1840, has manifested that Ca-
nada has become anything rather than anglified: and nothing
indicates that the future will differ from the present or past in this
respect. A return to that policy may become inevitable, if only
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through the continued expansion of the colonies still remaining to
Britain on this continent; and by the prospects of & new revolu-
tion, similar to that which paved the way to independence for the
United States. Were it otherwise, we should opine that the peo-
ple of Great Britain, coincidingfin sentiment with some of their
statesmen, [that “ Canada is 4 suction and not a feeding pipe,” as
such] otght to be left to herself; the British nation not caring to
expend its résources in keeping much longer an tiveasy foothold
on the nearer parts of the North Américan continent.

/
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER 1. i

DISCOVERY OF AMERICA, &o.
1492-15634.

Aneri0A, was it known to the Ancients 7-—The Island of Atlantis.—Dis-
coveries of the Portuguese and Spaniards.—Chtistopher Columbus, his
birth and life : "he repairs to Lisbon, and thence passes into Spain;
Ferdinand and Isabella, to whom he had communicated his project of
seeking a western passage to India, give him the command of three
vessels equipped for that purpose.—He discovers the New World.—
He returns to Spain ; the distinguished reception accorded to him at
the Spanish Court.—His second voyage, and further discoveries.—He
is sent back, in chains, to Spain by Bovadilla.—~Death and character
of Columbus,—~Continuation of the discoveries of the Spaniards and
Portuguese.—Sebastian Cabot, aVenetian nivigator,discovers Florida,
Newfoyndland, and the coasts of Labrador, for Henry VII, king of /
England.—Verazzani, a navigator in the pAy of Francis I, king of \
France, coasts the North American Atlantic shores, from Florida to
Newfoundland.—The fact noted, that French fishermen, from the
Basque, Breton, and Norman provinces, had taken cod on the Banks
of Newfoundland long previously,

Among the Greeks and Romans, who deified all things which
bore the stamp of greatness, the founders of cities were worshipped
as gods. Had Columbus been a citizen of olden Rome, he would
have taken rank with Romulus; for blind chance, the cause of so

Vor. I.—0
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2 HISTORY OF CANADA.
many discoveries, had nought to do with the finding of America.
Columbus alone conceived the magnificent idea of raising the
mysterious veil which, before his time, covered the western limits
of the Atlantic Ocean; setting out, as he afterwards did, with a
determination to passoceanic barriers which ignorance and super-
stition had for ages conjoined to regard as the unpassable limits
of the earth on its occidental side—in which great quest, that
foremost of mavigdtors had the far greater fortune to discover a
world lost to the view of civilised man during, it may be, a
thousand years or more,

Nevertheless the regions, since misnamed AMERICA, which form
nearly a third of the habitable earth, seem, in part at least, not
to have been all unknéwn to the people of the Olden World.
Thus Egyptian traditions speak of an island named Atlantis,
situated westward of thé CUolumns iéf' Hercules, or Straits of
Gtibraltar, amid ‘the ocean beyond, and which the Pheenicians were
said to have visited as traders or otherwise. The first ancient
author who made mention of such an island, or rather continent,
was Plato; and the notices of it occur in two of his Dialogues,
namely the  Timseus’’ and the “ Critias.” Upon a tradition which
had some foundation in facts, he grafts a statement which was
doubtless intended to flatter the national vanity of his eountrymer
Solon, it is intimated;, when travelling in Egypt happened to
meet a priest of that country, and, speaking of Athenian antiqui-
ties, the latter said to the sage, “ Athens has existed for many an
age; and its people became ocivilised at a very early date. Long
ago it name became famous in Hgypt through exploits they
achieved, which you know not, yet which are recorded in our
archives: it is therein you will find the earliest antiquities of

your city.... In them you may learn how gloriously the Athe-
niang, in times remote, stopped the invasive career of a redoubt-
able power which, by a sudden irruption of its warriors, starting
from the bosom of the Atlantic Sea, overspread Europe and ‘Asia.
That sea environed a tract of land fucing the entry of the
Herculean Strait, being a territory larger than Asia and Lybia in
one, . Between thie country and that strait, there were several
other %t)tamaller’ islands, The Atlantian region, of which I
_speak, was goyerned by 'a confederation of sovereigns, In one of
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their expeditions they possessed themselves, on one side, of Lybia
as far as Egypt; on. the othér, of all the western regions of
Europe onward to Tyrrhenia. ‘We, all of us, were enslaved by the
Atlantians ; and it was your ancestprs who restored our freedom,
for they led their fleets against-those our alien masters, and
defeated them. But yet a far greater evil befel them not long after-
wards:  for: their, island sank in the ocean; and thus a vast
country, larger than all Europe and Asia together, disappeared
in the twinkling of an eye.” )

The annals of Carthage report that Himileon saw a previously
unknown land in the same oceanio, region of the globe. During
the year 356 of Rome; a Oarthaginian vessel, having made a long
stretch westward, on an unknown sea, reached a spacious and fertile
island, having great rivers with magnificent forests. The attrac-
tions of the land tempted a partiof the crew to settle there; and
the rest returning to Carthage, its senate, heing apprised con-
fidentially of the disoovery thus made, and deciding to bury
the event in oblivion from fear of what its promulgation might
lead to, caused all those who knew of it to be put seeretly to death.
All means of communication were, through this stroke of policy,
perforce broken off for ever between the remaining mariners and
their native'land.™

Such traditions as the foregoing assume a semblance of verity,
through the archsological explorations of Antonio del Rio and
other soientific men in Central America; whose recent discoveries
render more probablé than ever before, the hypothesis that some
such nation as the people reported as of theisland Atlantis did
indeed at one time inhabit our continent. But in what age did
they exist ? Some suthors opine, that it was before the Deluge ;
a belief which helps us not in accounting for the general peopling
of the world after all its inhabitants were drowned, excepting
those that were saved in the ark with Noah. We must, adopting

* So reported by Aristotle and Theophrastus. This strange as well as
cruel proceeding will not appear o improbable, if it be true, as Montes-
quien asserts, on credible authority doubtless, that the Punic Council
of One Hundred had a singular practice of drowning all aliens who
dared to trade in Sardinia or in.regions near the Columns of Hercules.

t Le Bailli Angel: “Essdi sur cette question, Quand et comment.
I'Amérique a~t-elle été peuplée d’hommes et d’animaux 7"
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the above hypothesis, conelude that an emigration took place from
the orient to the ocoident, and that previously, Amerion was in
communioation with Kurope or Asia. Be this as it may, we
rightly infor, at sight or on report of the majestio ruins found at
Palenqué and Mitla, in the forests of Yuostan, the pyramids and
idols of granite, tho basi-rilievi, the hieroglyphics, there existing
~=viewing these ohjeots, wo conclude that the people, whosoover
they may have been, who left these works bohind them, must have
attained a high degree of eivilisation,*

On the other hand, we conolude that no such people as those
whoso rolies aro still oxtant in Contral Amerion; inhabited the
Atlantizn country (supposing the story of its existence were not
a figment) discovered by the Carthaginians, sinoe, upon the same
authority, it was reported, even as Columbus notually found the
parts of the American continent he visited, to bo destitute of all
vestigos of art and industry,

Such, then, are all the evidences that have descended to us of
the existence of an Atlantis, which yet beoame a subject of learned
speculation during successive ages down till the 156th century,
At that period of time, even the learned in Europe had the most
confused notions of countries with whioh no direot intercourse
was maintained.  Thus the contemporaries of Columbus believed
that the torrid (sun-roasted) sone was a region literally answer
ing to its name, and, by natural consequence, utterly uninhabitable.
They were also content to put implicit faith in fiotions, which
reported distant or unexplored regions as having men-monsters
for their chief inhabitants; it being casier to take fabulous narra-
tions of pretended travels and voyages on trust, than to verify
material faots lying at a distance from European observation.}

* Isoard Delisle: * Histoire des Atlantés.”

t Even in the 17th century, Shakspeare made his Moorish hero acore-
ditingly discourse upon the assured actualities reported by the lying or
credulous travellers of the time: for instanoce,

“Of antres vast and deserts idle,
Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose head touch heaven,
It was my hint to speak, such was the process ;
And of the cannibals that each other eat
The anthropophagi, and men whose heads
Do grow beneath their shoulders, These things to hear
Would Desdemona seriously incline,” &o.

Othello, not i, 8o, 3.—B.
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We need morely advert to the real or imagined expoeditions to the
New World, reportod as having taken place by sea-rovors from Gaul,
from Soandinavia, and othor regions of Northern Europe. (hance
may have borne onstaway orows s far as Gireenland, or to the nearer
shoros of the upper Amerioan continent itself; by alike haphasard,
potty orows of advonturers, looated even during preceding ages, on
the outer son-margine of Western Kuropo, may have been drifted
woross the Atlantio, and have returned to relate those experiences,
although theso have not renched us; but what we are oertain of
is this, that although the Danes or Norwegians discovered Gireen-
land at an early poriod of the Christian era®* the partioulars of
their voyagos romained unknown to the other peoples of Kurope ;
whoso goneral bolief was, that the hyperborean regions so visited
by the Normans wore soattered islands amidst a remote and unde-
finod expanse of ooean,

Nevortheloss the time was drawing nigh, when the onoe civilized
races of Kurope, whom the irruption of Asiatio barbarians, on the
deoline of Roman domination, sank for ages in mediseval ignorance,
wore about to make rapid strides in the march of improvement.
Trading instinots at length being aroused and the spirit of adven-
turo re-awnking among most of the populations of Christendom,
oxtonded navigation necessarily followed,  The Normans, in
espooial, & race of daring nature and restless disposition, with
trading or aggrossive aims, ventured as far forth of the eastern
shores of the Atlantio as the Oanary Isles; and the Norman baron
Jean de Béthanoourt anotually conquered theso islands for himself
and followers, holding them as o fief of the Spanish kingdom of
Cuastilo, In early times, the Canaries were of great repute; and
for the ancients as well as the people of the middle ages, they were
the farthest territorial landmarks of the western world.

* La Poyrére reports that the Norwegians discovered Greenland, A. v,
770, when voyaging to Iceland,

{ Pliny gives some account of the Oanary Isles, upon the authority of
Juba, a contemporary king of Mauritania, calling them Fortunate In-
sule (‘“the Happy Islands”); Nat. Hist, vi. 83, Some of the ancient
writers placed the fabled Garden of the Hesperides in the Oanaries;
others again, located them in Oyronaioa; also at the foot of Mount
Atlas, &o.—B.
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Portugal, one of the smallest kingdoms of Europe, was fated to
lead the way to great geographical discoveries, and to & new field
of glory for modérn nations.  Its explorers had already made some
progress in this new path, when there appeared among  them a
prince, whose name will be ever memorable in the anndls of navi-
gation and ¢ommerce: Henry IV, son of King Joam I, who was
deeply versed in every science pertaining to. seamanship, formed
the plan of despatching ships to Asia, by rounding 'the southern
promontery of Afriea, now known as the Cape of Good Hope*
and of thus opening up a trade with India by a shorter and less
arduons route than that of the Red Sea. = The 'Carthaginians,
indeed, had tried to effect this project lomg before, If it were
now fairly realised, Henry hoped to make Portugal the entrepét
of oriental riches and trade for all Europe. - The idea was worthy
of a great genius, the conception was that of a mind far in advance
of the age which gave it birth.

Under. the direction of Prince Henry, the Portuguese navigators
doubled Cape Bojador, penetrated boldly inte the hitherto dreaded
tropical latitudes, and explored the African shoves as far as Cape
Verd, between Senegal and the Gambia, which river they diseovered
A. D, 1474 1 Nearly at, that. time, Gaonzallo Vello reached the
Azores’ isles, 360 leagues, distant from Lisbon, and intermediate
to Europe and Amerioa.  But Henry died (a. ». 1463) while
still engaged in superintending the explorations of his countrymen;;
nevertheless, although it was not till several years afterwards that
Vasoo de Gama was able' to double the Cape of Good Hope; to
the memory of the Portuguese Prince attaches the ohief cvedit
due to that great undertaking.

— The discoveries of the Portuguese soon excited the attentiont of

‘all Europe.t' The mews of their distant expeditions, the narrations
of their voyagers, spread throughout Christendom, and were listened
to e here with astonishment. Forthwith, numbers of spirited

indiyiduals, from other countries, repaired to Portugal; all hoping S

to s in the good fortune of’ its mariners, in the regions ne

* Oalled, at first, the ' Cape of Storms.”—B.
t Herrera.
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opened up for eolonization or trade. One of these adventurers
whe Christopher Columbus, who reached Ligbon in 1470.*

Covuvmpus, whose name is for all time inseparably conneoted
with the annals of the New World, was born, acecording to the
most réliable accounts, at’ Genoa, ocirca 1435, His father, who
gained a living by manwal labour, could ‘give him but little edu-
ocation:. At a very early age, however, Columbus manifested strong
aptitude for acquiring geographical science, along with irrepres-
sible desires for aseafaring life. Whatever knowledge of geography
he may have acquired he was impatient to turn to account, for,
when only fourteen years old, he took service as a boy-mariner.
Very little is known of his experiences as such; but it appears
that he took part in several warlike expeditions against the Moors
of Barbary and against certain Italian princes; that he served
under John of Anjou in the war of Naples, and under Louis X1
of Prance:' for the French kings were then sccustomed to hire
(tenoese vessels for warlike uses. In all these services, but more
especially in ‘the Neapolitan expedition, he evinced both skill and
courage.t

During his residence at Lisbon, he pursued his geographical
studies, noting particularly the Portuguese discoveries, and exa-
mining all extant cosmographies, both ancient and modern. With
Portuguese erews, he made several voyages to the coast of Guinea ;
and he visited Iecland in 1477. His voyages and researchen
brought him into relations with several of the scientific men of
Europe, and with suech navigators as had taken part in the
voyages following those since the time of Prince’ Henry. It was
through living in the society of an age big with enterprising aspira-

tions, when the imaginations of men were exalted every day by_

the recital of new discoyeries, that he conceived the idea of reaching
India by a direct course to the west. Such a project, according

* His son Ferdinand reports that it was by mere accident he first
came to Lisbon; adding,that after an engagement with some Venetian
armed 'galléys, both ‘the vessel of his father and the enemy’s galley
took fire, and Columbus, féaring for his life, threw himself into the sea;
contriving to reach the Portuguese shore, distant some: sjx miles.—His-
tory of the Admiral) ch, 5,

t History of the Admiral: Bossi.
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to his conceptions, had nothing of unreason in it, for he was con-
vinoced, despite the Ptolemean system, then in universal credit,
that the globe is really round ; as several of the ancients thought
it must be, and as Copernicus taught in Northern Europe some
years after the time when Columbus became a convert to the true
cosmographic theory. The times were indeed auspicious for the
advancement of geographical knowledge: a novel application of
science to the art of navigation, the astrolabe, since become the
octant, through its ameliorations by the celebrated Auzout,* and
the mariner'’s compass, then coming into use, were about to
embolden navigators to stretch far beyond the coasts along which
they had for ages been accustomed to feel their way.

Columbus imparted his project to Joam II, King of Portugal ;
of whom he asked, but in vain, a few vessels to carry out an
enterprise which, if successful, would have glorified that monarch’s
reign and exalted Portugal among the nations. Being thus
repelled, Columbus directed his longing eyes on Spain; and, in
1484, he set out for Madrid with his son Diego, to make to Fer-
dinand and Isabellat the same proposals which Joam had rejected.
At first, he had no success; still he was not cast down, having
unbroken faith in the feasibility of his projeet, during eight years
of fruitless solicitations, every day of which supplied, or seemed
to him to supply, fresh evidences of the soundness of his own views.
But the fruition of his hopes was nigh. Every reader knows of
the famous examination the patient Columbus had to endure by
the Spanish theologians, met in conclave, with Bible in hand, not
8o much to test his beliefs, as to confute them from seripture.
Much about that time, the contemporary kings of France and

* We think the author here gives honour where it is scarcely due.
Auzout was indeed a passable astronomer and an excellent optician ;
but a kind of astrolabe was used by Ptolemaus ; andethat of later times
was but a graduated circular rim with sights attached, for taking alti-
tudes at sea. M. Garneau probably means Halley’s quadrant (since
superseded by the sextant,) and which at first took the name of * octant,”
from being, in its outline, an eighth of a circle,.—B.

t Ferdinand II, of Aragon ; Isabella, his consort, queen regnant of

Castile : the twain afterwards becoming conjoint monarchs of all
Spain.—B.
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England * to whom Columbus had sent his brother Bartholomew,
to court their patronage, both returned favourable answers; so
that it appears likely one or other of these monarchs, had those of
Spain not given in to the project of Columbus, would have become
agents in unconsciously bringing about that great act, the disco-
very of a new world.

After all, the means put at the disposal of Columbus by Fer-
dinand and Isabella, were scanty indeed. It was a flotilla of
three small vessels, called caravels, only one of which, named the
‘ Santa Maria,” was decked. With these he sailed from Palos,}
August 3, 1492. Before leaving the Spanish Court, he was
invested with the title of Almirante, admiral or administrator, of
all new lands he might diseover, and possess in name of, and for his
royal employers. He was accompanied by three brothers named
Pinson, who risked their all in the great enterprise. The ves-
sels were victualled for a year, and the entire number of the three
crews was 120 men;{ while some, even of that small aggregate,
were unenrolled hands, who took their chance in reliance upon
the future fortune of their admiral.

At night, on the seventieth day of the voyage, Columbus thought
he perceived, on the verge of the forward horizon, the semblance
of lights, shining fitfully as if from a range of coast, under cloud
of night. Calling one of the watch, the latter soon observed the
like signs of human habitation. Presently the cry of “ Land !”
woke every sleeper on board the Santa Maria, and the night was
spent in one anxious vigil. _As day dawned, a fair shore, richly
clothed with trees and herbage, rose gradually to view, its woods
and thickets resonant with the song of birds of the gayest plumage.
Entranced at the sight, the crew set up a shout of triumph. Their
pride of heart, next giving way to a devotional feeling, caused all
in unison to chaunt a 7 Deum, not unaccompanied with tears.

* Oharles VIII, Henry VII.—B.

t Palos de Moguer, a petty seaport of Andalusia, on the river Tinto,
and S. W. coast of Spain. At present it is a trading dependency of
Seville.—B. :

i M. Garnean writes 90 only—a mistake. Some of the hands were
impressed men, who, for Columbus’ sake, had better been absent, few
as the rest were.—B.
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Early in the morning, Columbus manned his boats, and, with
his armed followers and standard-bearers, in fine array, made for
the land ; the rowers keeping stroke to the strains of martial
music. He was the first to leap ashore, when, after kissing th
earth amidst his kneeling men, he, with sword in hand, set up
cross and took formal possession of the country in name of the
crowns of Castile’' and Leon. It proved to be the sea-margid of
one of the Guycaos, Lucayhan, or Bahama Islands. = Meantime
the discoverer mamed it San Salvador.*

The country proved to ‘be inhabited, and its almost naked peo-
ple looked on, with mingled curiosity and awe, at the cereémonial
going on before them, and at those engaged in it. The differing
complexion of the Spaniards, their costume, their armour and war-
like implements, the vessels that had borne them—all was novel,
unaccountable. It issaid that the simple natives at first imagined
the strangers to be * children of the sun,"” on a visit to the earth.
Above all, the noise of the artillery fired upen the occasion, astound-
ed their senses. The curiosity of the Spaniards was scarcely
awakened as to what they saw before them. The eoppery tintiof
skin in the aborigines, their wild mien; the animals, the trees,
the plants, that met the view, differed totally from any theym

seen in Hurope. And though the soil of  the ecountry was stv/ '

plainly fertile, not a trace of cultivation anywhere appeared.
After a short survey of the island, Columbus set sail to prose-
ocute further his explorations, and soon came upon others of the
Lucayhan group. - Progressing still, he reached Cuba; and then
San Domingo. In the latter he found tobaceo growing, and noted
its being smoked by the natives; a praectice till then new to
Europeans. The batatas, or potate, was another novel plant;
the tubereles of which have proved, as Washington Irving observes,
more precious to mankind than all the spices of the Hast.
Columbus took possession, in every case, of all the regions he
arrived at, in name of their Spanish majesties. | Having done so,
he paused in his career of research; with intentto return to Spain,

* The natives knew it as ‘ Guanihani? Some doubts have arisen
lately as to the first landing-place of the Spaniards; there being reason
to supposé that it was in another of the group;, now called Turk's
Island.—B.
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and be the first to announce to his royal patrons the mést import-
ant: discovery that had ever been made by man. He was able to
tell them, that wherever he had landed, he was well received, or
at least met with no opposition. And having lost onegf his vessels
at 8t. Domingo, he left there a part of its erew, by permission of
a cazique, or lord of the country. He even obtained leave to build
a fort, for the safety of the men, in raising which the aborigines
assisted. This favour was granted under condition, however, that
the Spaniards thus remaining should assist the islanders to repel
the attacks of the Caribs, ferocious and predatory tribes who then
inhabited the more southern isles. Finally, on the 4th January,
1493, Columbus 'set sail with his two vessels for Europe ; and,
after a stormy passage, reached Palos, amidst the acolamations of
the people of that place; most of whom had, by this time, lost all
hepe of ever se¢ing him again.

The journey of Columbus, from Palos to Barcelona, where the
Oourt was then held, was a continued triumphal progress; erowds
gathering around him, from far and near. The conjoint sovereigns
of all Catholie Bpain, willing to honour him with unusual though
deserved distinetion, received him at a public sitting; Ferdinand
on one seat, Isabella beside him, on a kind of double throne,
under one canopy. Thencearose both King and Queen, surround-
ed by grandees, to receive Columbus; who came with a train of
titled men, himself; personally, the most noble-looking as well as
interesting individual of all present. 'Their majesties, after bid-
ding Columbus be seated —an honour then rarely accorded, even
to a grandee of the first class,~caused him to relate the chief cir:
cumstances attending his voyages, and adventures on land. They
listened to all with deep interest; and when he ceased speaking,
they, with bended knees, and tearful eyes directed to the firma-
ment, breathed their grateful thanks to God for having crowned
with an unexpected amount of success, an enterprise sure to become
the chief glory of their reign. Every one present joined in- this
solemn thanksgiving; followed, before the august assembly broke
up, by enthusiastic demonstrations in honour of Columbus.

Nor were the first honours paid to Columbus eonfined to this
gignal public recognition of his merits. A patent of nobility
was at once made out in favouk of himself and his posterity.
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But a time was coming, neither was it distantywhen the remem-
branoe of the homage now paid would but embitter the suffering
and mortification in store for him, through the baseness of cer-
tain agents of the rulers of his adopted country, the ingratitude
of too many of its people, and their blindness to his surpass-
ing merits, ;

Meantime the news of kis discoveries quickly spread through-
out Kurope ; and made, fu-dther countries, a sensation little less
profound than in Spain itself. Learned men, and all those most
capable of appreciating what had been done, while anticipating
what was sure to follow, exulted at the thought of living in an
age of time which was marked by such an event as the discovery
of a New World * !

Columbus voyaged yet thrice to the new world: namely, the
seoond time, in the years 1493-96 ; the third, in 1498 ; and the last,
from 1602 to 1604. During his successive researches he discov-
ered most of the isles of the Mexican Archipelago. In his second
voyage, he coasted the southern continent from the Bay of Hon-
duras to the Gulf of Darien, and explored the Gulf of Paria. It
was in one of these expeditions that Francis de Bovadilla, governor
of San Domingo, and a mortal enemy of Columbus, had the auda-
oity to send him, fettered, back to Spain. The king seems not to
have manifested the indignation against his deputy which the
oocasion called for, although he blamed or pretended to blame him
for thus ignominiously treating the greatest rrln of the age ; while,
in sign of the ingratitude of the master as wéll as of the insolent
tyranny of his man, Columbus carefully presérved the irons that
had bound him, and directed that they should, at his death, be put
into his coffin along with his body. After some years of suffering,
through courtly neglect, poverty, and bodily pain combined, he
died at Valladolid, in Spain, on the 20th of May, 15606. His
body was transported, first to Seville, then to San Domingo, and
lastly to Cuba. It now reposes under a monumental tomb in the
cathedral of Havana.—Christopher Columbus was, even in person,
a remarkable man, as we have already intimated. His stature was
majestic, complexion fair, visage regularly oval, nose aquiline, hair

* Herrera ; Robertson.
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auburn in youth, but become prematurely hoar, doubtless through
mental over-labour and the vicissitudes of a chequered life. His
courage, both active and passive, was surpassing. His mien was
courteous, his speech ready, and, when occasion demanded, loftily
eloquent,

While Columbus was prosecuting his discoveries in the Bay of
Mexioo, other navigators were pursuing their researches in the
southern regions beyond. Thus, in 1600, Pingon discovered the
estuary of the river Amazon; and, the same year (May 3), Pedro
Alvares de Cabral, when on his way to India, sighted the shore of
Brazil. He sailed along the coast as far as Porto Seguro (lat.

 16° 8.), where he landed, and took possession in name of the

king of Portugal. Thus, as Dr. Robertson obser}es, if Columbus
had not discovered the New World eight years before, such a
happy chance as that of an unexpected divergence of an India-
bound vessel (through the force of equatorial currents),—the
agent in Cabral’s discovery of Brazil,—would, it is probable, have
assured to Europe a knowledge of America before many more
years would elapse.

The prodigious acquisitions made in and around transatlantic
waters by Spanish and Portuguese adventurers, had by this time
awakened the acquisitiveness of all the other nations of Christen-
dom. The mariners of every European seaboard, shaking off the
timidity which had confined their adventurousness to coasting
voyages, or to short passages across landlocked seas, were now ready
to undertake any enterprise, even the most daring. Henry VII,
king of England, regretting his indifference or tardiness regarding
the offers made to him by the brothers Columbus, signed a patent,
March b, 1496, in favour of Giovanni and Sebastiano Gabotto (the
Cabots, father and son) for the discovery and conquest of new lands.
Early in 1497, Sebastian Cabot, at that time but twenty years
of age, sailed in a Bristol ship with the view of seeking a N. W,
passage to India. June 24, he reached the American N. E. coast,
probably the shoreline of Labrador, about lat. 56° N. In the
sucoeeding year, he made a second voyage to parts unknown, in
or near to the same region ; of which no details have been recorded.
In 1499, he made a third voyage to America, and, coasting the
upper region of the Gulf of Mexico, discovered Florida. In this
voyage he also discovered Newfoundland and Labrador.
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All this time, it:was the universal beliéf that the oecidental
lands thus discovered were parts or appurtenances of the continent
of Asia: hence originated the name, long applied to both Americas,
but now confined to their eastern insular portions, the West
Indies. This error became manifest in the year 1618, when
Vasoo Nunes de Balboa traversed parts of the Isthmus of Panama,
and discovered the Pucifie Ocean. By another misnomer, not
yet correoted, nor ever likely to be; the whole New World missed
taking its rightful name of CoruMniA ; which thus happened ;=
When, in the year 1500, chance directed P edro de.Cabral, as related
above, to the shores of Brasil, he sent an account of the event to
Lisbon ; upon which the Portuguese king sent Amerigo Vespuoei,
a Florentine, to examine the country; who/ accordingly took an
extensive but superficial view of most of its coasts, and, upon his
return, drew up and published a plausible account of ‘the whole,
with a map, or rather chart, of the Braszilian seaboard; From
that time, the colléctive Western Indies began to take jthe name
of AMERIOA.

Three years after the voyage of Cabot, it appears that: the coasts
of Newfoundland and Labrador were visited by a Portuguese
named Cortéréal ; but already, about ‘this time, Bretons and
Normans fished for ced on the Great Bank of Newfoundland and
on the coasts of Canada. Charlevoix reports he had 'read in
memoirs, that an inhabitant of Honflour, Jean Denis, traced a chart
of & part of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, at as early a date as 1606.—
How was it that those fishermen should  have found their way to
the banks of Newfoundland, in so short a time after the discovery
of America by the first voyage of Colambus? A question hypo-
thetically answered by some authors, who assume that (unknown)
French navigators had previously visited those regions. One, in
particular, author of the ““Us et Coutumes de la Mer;"’ maintains
that men of France discovered the banks of Newfoundland a
hundred years before Columbus reached the New World. = The
‘“Archives de la Marine,” in Paris, contain an old MS. entitled
‘ Abridged Acoount of Discoveries in New France,” in which it is
stated  that natives of Brittany and Normandy were the first to
discover, in 1504, the great bank and island of Newfoundland.
Certain it, is, that when Sebastian Cabot visited those parts, the
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native Newfoundlanders called a fish, found thereabout, bacalléos ;
and this term, in Basque idiom, is the name of the eod.:

But whatever may have been the nature or extent of the rela-
tions maintained, for trading purposes, by natives of France, with
the New World, the French government elaimed no national interest
in North Amerioa sooner than the year 1623. ' The general trade
of Franoe, at that/date, was considerable; meore so, in faet, than is
generally imagined, National authority in France was not, as yet,
properly centralized.  Kach of its provinces played a kind of inde-
pendent part; and this makes it difficult to combine the early eom-
mercial returns of the Basque, Breton, Norman, and other trading
popwlations, so as to form a just notiom of the amount, at any
given time, for the whole kingdom. We know, howevet, that,
from the year 1617, the whale fishery and the cod fishery beeame
important and extending branches of the industry of France; and
that, early in the 17th century, some hundreds of its vessels took
part every year in the fisheries of Newfoundland and the Gulf of
St. Lawrence.

The pecuniary benefit thence aceruing, naturally turned public
attention towards the lands in the adjoining territories; and in
1618, Baron de Léry, sealous, say the old chromiclers, for the com-
mon weal, also for the credit of the nation (which, we must allow,
came late into the field), proposed to found a French establishment
in Acadia (Nova Seotia). The baron was a man of eourage
and of lofty aspirations. He set sail for America with a company
of eolonists, intending to become their resident direetor; but the
adverse weather which the advemturers encountered, and  other
cross accidentg, eaused the enterprise to miscarry.

'Louis XII having demised, was suceeeded by Franeis I. Con-
tinued wars, and stinted finances, had prevented the former from
undeértaking any maritime expeditions. The new king, less care-
ful than Louis had been of the pecuniary means of his people,
was also impelled by a desire for gaining the eredit attaching toa
nation from its colonial acquisitions ; and even during the hottest
of his warrings againgt the Emperor Charles V, oeased not to ex-
cite his subjeots to emulation in commercial pursuits with those of
other countries, and in the forming of colonies in new or recently
discovered regions. The latter inspiration took a practical form
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in 1523, when he confided to Verazzani, a Florentine navigator
taken into the French service shortly before, the command of four
vessels, for a voyage of exploration. No detailed acocount-of the
incidents attending his first attempts has come down to us; nor
do we know what was the course he pursued. In his second
voyage, A.D, 15624, he passed the Island of Madeira, still steer-
ing to the westward ; and, after nearly losing his vessels through
a tempest, and attaining about lat. 34° N. he anchored (finding no
bay to run into) hard by a coast clothed with the richest tropical
vegetation, of varieties not known to him or his people ; the coun-
try being inhabited by savages, who gazed upon the former, and
upon the vessels that brought them, with wonder and awe. Thence
departing, Verazzani stood northward, ““ in view of ascending,” as
he expresses himself in the relation of this his second voyage, “ to
the countries discovered, in times by-gone, by the Bretons, below
the 50th degree of latitude.” Florida and Newfoundland seem
to have been the extreme points, 8. and N. of the seaboard he
now touched at.

King Francis was so well satisfied with the report given by
Verazzani, that he entrusted him with the charge of a third and
an illstarred expedition, in which chief, captain, and crews must
have perished, for no tidings were ever learned of a living soul
embarked in it.¥ ‘

The sad fate of Verazzani paralysed, for a time, all projected
colonization of America by the French. Less given to maritime
exploration than to trading with their neighbours, they doubted
the advantages supposed to attend the aocquisition of distant
territories : and this tendency of the national mind manifesting
itself for continuotis centuries, we find that in no part of the globe,
during that time, ‘did a colonial population, of French origin,
become numerous enough to ensure its predominant nationality.

Another obstruction in the way of French colonization, arose
from the unquiet state of the country itself. * Intestine troubles,”

* “ Verazzani's narrative of his voyage in 1524,” says Bancroft,
‘s the earliest original account, now extant, of the coast of the
United States. He advanced the knowledge of the country; and he
gave to France some claim to an extensive territory, on the pretext of
discovery."—Hist, U, States; I, 17.—B,
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- observes Raynal, “in France, discouraged its people from prose-

cuting extensive foreign commerce, and checked all aspiration for
founding kingdoms in the two Indies. Again, the paramount
authority of our kings, though not formally, was virtually either
opposed or eluded. Traces of the feudal system still remained, and
several of its abuses yet existed. Most of the provinces compos-
ing the monarchy were self-governed, under differing laws and
forms. The machine of general governmont was of a complex
character. The nation was always negociating, as it were, with
its Sovereign, The royal authority was really unlimited, though
not recognised as such by the laws; the nation, though often too
independent in act, yet had no legal guarantee for its liberties.
The government, occupied alone with the task of subjecting the
people, took no care of the interests of the commonwealth.”

Yet Francis I had fewer troubles with his subjects than his
predecessors ; although the defection of the Constable de Bour-
bon, and some popular revolts from over-taxation, marked his reign.
Civil and religious discord, under his sway, would have been
greater than they were, but for the continued wars he waged
against Charles V, which nearly absorbed the attention of the
fierce spirits of the nation, of whatever degree. For the time,
then, all further attempts at maritime discovery, and distant colo-
nisation, were either abandoned, or indefinitely postponed.

%
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CHAPTER II.

DISOOVERY OF CANADA.
15634-1644.

Projected French establishment in America.—Jacques Cartier appoint-
ed to command the first expedition for that purpose; he explores the
Gulf of St. Lawrence; his return to France. Second voyage of
Jacques Cartier; he discovers the river 8t. Lawrence.—Visits Stad-
aconé (site of Quebec).—~Aspect of the lands seen by him.—~Indian
village of Hochelaga (site of Montreal city).—Cartier winters in
the country, his vessels being iced up.—Scurvy attacks his crews.
~—Advent of spring, 1634-5, and departure of Cartier for France;
wherein war being renewed, further expeditions to America are post-
poned for the time.—Upon the return of peace, Roberval named Gov-
ernor of Oanada.—Third Voyage of Jacques Cartier; he ascends the
St. Lawrence as high as to Lake St. Louis, and winters at Cape Rouge.
—He leaves for Europe, and, meeting Roberval at Newfoundland, on
his way to Canada, refuses to attend him thither.—~The latter, pur-
sues his way to Canada, reaches Cape Rouge, raiges a fort and winters
there.—~Disease carries off fifty of his men.—Next year, Oartier ar-
rizes, and Roberval returns home.

At this time (1534) the war-harassed French people havigg
enjoyed an unwonted breathing-time of three years —thanks to the
treaty of Cambrai, popularly known as the “ Paix des Dames,”
signed in 1529,—their battling King was temptingly reminded by
his grand admiral and chief companion in land-war, Philippe de
Chabot, of the prodigious golden and territorial acquisitions lately
made by the Spaniards and Portuguese, in Central and Southern
America ; where numerous native populations had submitted to
the yoke of Europeans almost without resistance ; the Governor
of Burgundy and Normandy (for such then was Chabot) propos-
ing that King Francis should now resume those designs, he had
long entertained, of seeking to share along with his brother mon-
archs in the riches perennially flowing into the Old World from
the New. :

The atte
firm footing
advisers in
this the rat)
fished the |
been obtain
the grand a
St. Malo, 1
tor,

When the
tion coming
tugal (the K
protest agair
torial rights.
dignant exc]
brothers exp
without my .
The king ad
in our fathe
them alone s
Cartier sail

of 1534, with
den, their uni
thereafter, th
tiny barks pa
of St. Lawrer
months, thela
natives of the
the former cax
peculiarities of
During this
no important
of the Lauren
who habitually

* In the depar
about 10,000,



DISCOVERY OF CANADA. 19

The attention of the French King, in a project for obtaining a
firm footing upon the mainland of America, was turned by his
advisers in the direction of its nearest north-eastern regions; and
this the rather, because many of his seafaring subjects had long
fished the banks of Newfoundland. The royal consent having
been obtained, for the equipment of an experimental armament,
the grand admiral gave the direction of it to Jacques Cartier, of
St. Malo, reputed to be a hardy mariner and skilful naviga-
tor,

When the expedition was in preparation, its probable destina-
tion coming to the knowledge of the Kings of Spain and Por-
tugal (the Emperor Charles V. and Joam IIL), they entered a
protest against it, as tending to an encroachment upon their terri-
torial rights. The pretensions thus set up only elicited an in-
dignant exclamation from Francis: “ What, then | do my royal
brothers expect that they are to share all America among them,
without my ever seeking to take part with them in the spoil ?”
The king adding, sarcastically, *“ I should like to see the clause
in our father Adam’s will and testament which bequeaths to
them alone so vast an heritage !”

Cartier sailed from St. Malo, a seaport of Brittany,* in the spring
of 1534, with two vessels, neither of which exceeded 60 tons buz-
den, their united crews being but 122 men in all, Twenty days
thereafter, the coast of Newfoundland was reached; thence the
tiny barks passed, through the Straits of Belleisle, into the Gulf
of St. Lawrence. Here Cartier and his men pagsed nearly three
months, the latter trafficking, while coasting along, with such of the
natives of the surrounding countries as they could fall in with;
the former carefully noting, as he neared the great river itself, the
peculiarities of the shores that successively eame into view.

During this his first voyage Canada-ward, Jacques Cartier made
no important discovery, most of the salient points of the sheres
of the Laurentian Gulf being already known to his countrymen,
who habitually fished in its waters ;—the latter had even bestowed

* In the department Ille-et-Vilaine ; now containing & populatien of
about 10,000.—B.
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recognised names on some of these *—but he was the first to scan
carefully the arid and desolate sea-margin of Labrador. He coasted
Newfoundland  as far as Cape de Raye, passed between the Mag-
dalen TIsles,” and entered ¢he Bay de Chaleurs, which owed and
yet owes that name to the heat -of the weather at-the time he
visited it. Landing on its coast, he took ceremonial possession
of the country around, in the name of the French king; and set
up, despite the remonstrances of an aged native chief who wit-
nessed the act, a wooden cross, on a point of land situated, pro-
bably, between Chaleurs Bay and Cape des Rosiers.

Sterile in results this first expedition of Cartier was not, seeing
that it led afterwards to the discovery of the river St. Lawrence.
Two of the aborigines, whom he embarked at Gaspé, and took
with him to France, were, it is reported, the first parties who
informed him that the river existed; and we are led to believe,
adverting to the route followed by him in his second voyage, that
he wished them to verify their accounts, both of the course of the
stream and of the countries it traversed, as they then appeared,
from Montreal to the sea.}

Next to the grand-admiral Chabot, the cause of maritime dis-
covery had no greater friend in France, at this time, than Charles
de Mouy, Sieur de Mailleraie, vice admiral of France. Heit was,
in fact, who first recommended Cartier to Chabot; and he obtain-
ed for the former far better means than he had the year before,

* Suchas “le Cap Royal;” “le Cap d'Orléans,” near Miramichi; ‘le
Cap de Montmorenci,” &c. See Voyages et Découvertes en Canada.
Quebec, 1843.

t % There are, between the land, 8. and N., about thirty leagues and
more of 200 fathoms deep. And the savages have certified this part to
be the route and commencement of the great river of Hochelaga, also
which, constantly narrowing, leads straight up to Canada; as also
have affirmed, that the water of said ocean stream is fresh, saying it
comes from such a distance that no man ever traced ‘it to iis sources,
so far as they had heard: observing, that the passage through it was
only by means of bateaux. Hearing all this, and being assured that
there was no passage but this, the said captain willed to proceed no
farther until after having séen the rest of the coasts to the N. and 8.”
—Contemporary relation of the second Voyage of Cartier,
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for effecting the object in view, by assigning to his guidance three
good vessels, all well manned.

Conforming to the laudable custom of the time, Cartier, before
setting out on his second voyage, repaired with his men, in pro-
cession, to the cathedral of St. Malo, to crave the blessing of
Heaven upon the enterprise he undertook to carry out.

The little squadron, having aboard 110 hands and provisioned
for three months, departed with a favouring wind, in May, 1535.
As Captain-General, Cartier hoisted his pennant on La Grande
Hermine, a vessel of about 110 tons burden ; the two others, of
much less tonnage, had for Captains, Guillaume le Breton and Marc
Jalobert. Several persons, of gentle blood, such as Claude le
Pont-Briand, served in the three vessels as volunteers. The
passage was tedious, and adverse winds widely separated each
several vessel from its consorts. The flag-ship did not reach, till
July, the baie des Chéteaux, situated in an island between New-
foundland and Labrador, which locality Cartier had appointed as
a general rerdezvous ; the two other vessels got in some days after
La Hermine. After a few days of rest, the flotilla set out again,
made stretches on divers lines, and neared numerous isles. After
having been forced, by stress of weather, to seek refuge in a haven
which he named Port St. Thomas, he put to sea again, and on St.
Lawrence day entered a bay, which he named after that Saint, at the
mouth of the river St. John ; the designation (of St. Lawrence)
attaching itself afterwards to the river itself and to the gulf receiv-
ing its waters. Conducted by two savages taken on board, Car-
tier entered the river mouth, and ascended to a point fully 200
leagues up; reaching a fair island, since named Isle d’Orléans.
His native guides reported that the eountry around him was then
divided into three sections: namely, the Saguenay territory, ex-
tending from the Isle d’'Anticosti to the Isle aux Coudres; next
CANADA,—its chief place, then called Stadaconé, occupying the
site of Quebec. The territory of Canada, indicated above, com-
menced at the Isle aux Coudres, and extended up the river to
Hochelaga; the last, the richest and most populous of the three
sections. The denomination Canada, thus given to a part only
of the Laurentian regions, doubtless signified, in the native tongue,
clusters of cabins, or villages.
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Cartier set ashore his two native guides, to treat with the peo-
ple of the country; who fled from them at first, but soon return-
ed, and in their canoes of bark quite encircled the ships; offer-
ing to their crews supplies of fish, maize, and fruit. Cartier gave
all a kind reception, and made them presents. Next day the agou-
hanna, or chief of Stadacond, followed by a dozen canoes, full of
natives, paid Cartier a visit. The interviews between the two
was most friendly ; and their different peoples parted mutually con-
tent; the chief of Stadacond, before leaving, kissing each arm of
Oartier,—this act being esteemed one of the greatest marks of
respeot the native chief could show for a stranger.

As the season was now far advanced, Cartier made the bold
resolve to winter in the country.

Entering, therefore, a tributary stream named by him the
“Sainte Croix,” but since known as the St. Charles river, he
moored his vessels under the native village Stadaconé, the huts of
which were perched on a height to the southward. This part of
the Laurentian country, with its mountains, hill-slopes, and valleys,
forming collectively the basin of Quebee, is one of the grandest
sites in all America. The St. Lawrence itself, for a great por-
tion of its course above the gulf of the same name, has an impos-
ing, but, at the same time, a wild and saddening aspect. The
immense breadth of its waters, which are 90 miles wide at its
embouchure, the numerous rocky points, apparent or hidden,
obstructing its course, the dense fogs attending the blasts that
ruffle its bosom, at certain seasons of the year, all combine to
render its navigation redoubtable to mariners. The rocky steeps
which confine its waters for more than a hundred leagues; the
frequent islets met with, and which increase in number as the
navigator advances ; all manifesting the struggle of ages between
a stream and the gigantic natural obstructions opposing its passage
to the ocean, are well fitted to sadden or appal the spirit of the
voyager when first ascending its course. But on nearing Quebeo,
the scene changes at once. The river, so vast and sombre in its
lower expanses, now becomes varied and graceful in feature, yet
in its whole aspect still preserving the stamp of natural majesty;
further enhanced and embellished, as its environage has been, in
modern times, by the improving hand of man. And not alone are
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such ameliorations, of the face of Canada of the 16th century,
peouliar to the regions around the beauteous city of Quebec.
Were Jaoques Cartier to waken from the sleep of death, what
marvellous changes, operated on the regions he found one vast and
trackless wilderness, would meet his view |

Impatient to visit Hochelaga, a native settlement situated sixty
leagues above Stadaconé, Cartier set out for that place, Sept. 19,
with a portion of his people, including his two captains and the
gentlemen volunteers. It took the party thirteen days to ascend
thus far. Hochelaga, they found, was located on ground which
now forms part of the city of Montreal. When the French ap-
peared, a crowdl of the natives came forth to meet them, and, as
the denizens of Stadaconé had done before, manifested the liveliest
joy at their coming among them. Next day, Cartier and his suite,
in gala garb, made a ceremonial visit to the inhabitants of the
locality. Hochelaga comprised about fifty wooden dwellings,
each 50 paces long, and from 12 to 15 broad. Every house was
roofed with slips of bark sewn together, the interiors parted into
several rooms, encircling a square apartment in which was the
fireplace, round which the inmates reclined or sat. This Indian
village was begirt with a triple inclosure, of circular form, palis-
aded. There existed, in several places, towards the upper end of
this enclosure, raised passage-ways, with ladders placed for ascend-
ing; and heaps of stones lay near by, to serve for defensive mis-
siles. In the centre of the village was a large area, or public
square. Thither were Cartier and his followers conduected at first.
The accustomed salutations, native and French, being concluded,
the Indian women laid mats upon the grass for the strangers to
sit upon. Forthwith there appeared the agouhanna, borne by
twelve men, who seated him in a bear-skin they spread for him
upon the ground. This personage was about fifty years of age,/
and decrepit in every limb. A cap of red fur encircled his tem-
ples. After saluting his visitors, he made signs to express his
pleasure on seeing them all; and, as an ailing man, held up his
legs and reached out his arms towards Cartier, as if he desired
him to touch them. This the latter at once did, rubbing the
shrunken members with both hands. Thereupon the grateful
patient took his head-tire and presented it to Cartier; at the same
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/
time a number of persons lame or inffrm pressed around the lat-
ter, seeking to be touched, believing, doubtless, that he was a being
of rare endowments.

The French commandant asked to be led to a mountain top,
& short mile distant. Arrived there, his eye comiianded an im-
mense extent of country. Enchanted at the view, he gave to the
hill itself the name of Royal Mount ; words which, combined and
slightly modified, have become the appellation of the fair- city,
Montreal, laid out on its southward declivities.

When Cartier returned to 8t. Charles river, doubting the con-
tinued friendly feeling of the natives, he strengthened the palisades
of an enclosure which his men had, while he was absent, formed
about the vessels, adding thereto pieces of artillery. ‘f)ééember
arrived, and seurvy, of a violént kind, broke out among the French,
whose condition altogether became deplorable. The winter cold
was now intense, and increased day by day. Of 110 men, the
three vessels’ crews, for some time not more than three or four
were free from disease ; and in ong of them, there was not a hale
man to wait upon the sick. Too imch weakened in body to open
a grave for the dead, the survivofs, yet able to crawl about, de-
posited them under the snow covering the ice-bound soil. Twenty-
six men died between this time and the month of April. Most
of the others were at death’s-door, when a native accosted Cartier,
observing that he too had become scorbutic, and told him of a
means of cure; which, being resorted to, did in effect cure all the
ailing Frenchmen in a few days’ time.

When spring returned, Cartier hastened to depart for Franf,

taking with him, for presentation to its king, several natives,
among them Donacona; a chief who vaunted to have travelled
much, and professed to have seen in the western regions of his
country men who wore woollen garments. None of these savages,
thus expatriated, ever returned, all dying before 1541, the earliest
year after the present that the French again visited Canada.
Cartier found his native land distracted with religious dissen-
sions, and plunged in renewed war against Charles V. In the
year preceding that of Cartier's return, severe laws were decreed

_ against the protestants. Scaffolds were erected, penal fires lighted

up, in all parts of the realm. The Emperor, who had, by his
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crafty policy, lured Francisinto a war of conquest in Italy, taking
advantage of the spiritual discords of Framce, and of the absence
of its king and army, poured his forces into that country at both
extremities, north and south, simultaneously. Amid intestine
troubles, and the din of defensive war, Cartier found his presence
unheeded and his projects disregarded. The existence of Canada,
even the name of America, seemed now to be ignored by king and
country alike.

Cartier was fain to wait for better times. His favorable season
at last came round : this happened towards the year 15640, when
Francis once more inclined to listen to his subject’s proposal for
farther explorations in the New World. The success of the last
expedition had raised clamours against colonisation among those
opposed to all enterprise of that nature. This party represented
that the climate of Canada was rude and unhealthy, that num-
. bers of those already sent out had perished miserably ; the objec-
tors adding, that the eountry had no mines of gold or of silver.
These sinister representations had a discouraging effect upon
gome minds: but the friends of colonisation, on the other hand,
contrived at last to nullify them, by proclaiming the advantages
which were sure to accrue to the French nation through a large
trade with the Canadian savages in peltry; urging, at the same
time, the impolity of the French people looking on, while others
were exclusively sharing the spoils of the New World among them.
In fine, the party of progress gained their cause.

One of the leading spirits of that body was a Picard noble named
Jean-Frangois de la Roque, superior of Roberval, whom King
Francis called ¢ the little king of Vimeu.” This personage, who
had gained his royal master’s esteem through his bravery and fidel-
ity, asked and obtained the right and title to govern, in the king’s
name, all the countries newly discovered. It was conceded
at the same time, in a royal edict dated June 15th, 1540, that
Roberval might raise a body of volunteers.to found a permanent
establishment. Cartier also had the command of the vessels assigned
to him for conveying the colonists to America; and some delays
and disputes arising, he, without waiting for Roberval, set out
with five ships, early in the summer of 1541. After a three
months’ stormy passage, in which the vessels were scattered about,
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v
Qartier arrived at Newfoundland, where he tarried a while, expect-
ing the arrival of the Governor, who was to have followed him
within a few days, but he came not; so pursuing his own voyage,
he ascénded the St. Lawrenoe: and cast anchor at Quebee. The
colonists, on landing, at once began eclearing spots of land, near
by, for cultivation. Leaving these men thus occupied, he as-
cended the St. Lawrence, hoping to get above the Sault St. Louis,
but found it impossible to clear the rapids.

Autumn came on and passed away, bringing no tidings of Ro-
berval ; Cartier, therefore, prepared to winter in the country.
He despatched two of his vessels, however, to St. Malo, to inform
the king of his own proceedings, and to make inquiry why Ro-
berval delayed coming out.

Cartier and his remaining people were allowed to pass the win-

ter in peace; but in spring following, the savages manifesting a
hostile spirit, he thought it fitting to re-embark his colonists and
return home. He set sail for France about the very time that
Roberval was leaving it with three ships, in which gfere several
gentlemen adventurers, besides 200 other colonists, of \both sexes.
Insuperable obstacles had, it seems, prevented Robdyval from
joining Cartier the year before. According to the statefnent of a
document lately found in the archives of the dépét de Ja Marine,
Paris * the two squadrons met at a short distance from Quebec,
and Roberval caused Oartier to turn back, in view of founding a
settlement in the Isle d'Orléans. And if we may confide in
another version of the alleged rencounter, it took place near St.
John's, Newfoundland, a more likely locality ; the narrator adding,
that Cartier declined to follow Roberval, as perceiving that the
latter desired to rob him of a part of his discoveries. Be all this
as it may, we know for certain that Roberval reached his desti-
nation in safety ; that he sent home, in autumn following, two of
his vessels to inform the King of his arrival, and to request that
provisions might be sent out to him next year. We know also
that fifty of his colonists perished during the winter of 1542-43 ;
and that the governor started in June following, with 70 men,
upon an expedition for the interior, hoping to be more fortunate

* Documents de Paris, t. 5, published by Lit. and Hist. Soc., Quebec.
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than Oartier, and reach that country which the savages spoke of as
abounding in the precious metals and stones of price. This second
exploratory voyage to the interior was still less encouraging than
that of Cartier. The extant relation of it, by Roberval himself, is
incomplete; but had he discovered the country in the west, re-
ported by the savages of the east as abounding in gold, silver and
precious stones,—missed by his predecessor, of course,—surely
some indication of its existence, if discovered, would be found in
the extant account, fragmentary though it is; from which how-
ever we learn the discouraging fact, that before the expedition
returned to Quebec, one of Roberval's vessels sank, and eight
of his men were drowned.

Intelligence of Roberval’s arrival in Canada arrived in Paris
just as war was about to recommence between Francis I and
Charles V. Instead of sending the suceour that was asked for,
the King, according to Lescarbot, ordered Cartier, in 1543, to
bring Roberval back to France* where his valour, and influence
in Picardy, a province then about to become the seat of war,
might be useful. All those whom Roberval took out as colonists,
were it would seem, conducted, at the same time, to France by
Cartier. Thus terminated the first attempt at colonising by France
in North Amerioa, if we except that made by baron de Léry.

The name of Jacques Cartier, immortalized as it is by the dis-
covery of Canada, thenceforth disappears from French history.

* Some writers are dubious of the reality of this voyage, the fourth of
Cartier ; which Lescarbot, alone, as it seems, taking notice of, has been
passed over by other reporters. But that author says distinctly, that
“ the King being engaged in affairs of state of an onerous nature in
France itself, was unable to send bodily succour to his colonial subjects ;
who, besides, ought to have been able by that time to exgract from the
country itself the means of subgistence..” And again: ‘ Roberval was
sent forth to serve the King in those regions; for I find, from the re-
lation of the said Quartier (sic), that he passed eight months seeking
him, after Roberval was there (in Canada) seventeen months.” The
account by Roberval himself confirms what Lescarbot reports about the
lack of provisions, viz. : * Roberval sent back to France two of his ships
in order 1o bear advices to His Majesty, afterwards to return to him
next year with such provisions and other things as it might please the
King to send for his use.”
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But if we may rely on the validity of the claim advanced by his
nephews, some fifty years afterwards, for a continuation of the
privileges accorded to their uncle, it is supposable that during
several after years he trafficked in peltry with the natives.

Cartier manifested, in all his expeditions, adventurous courage.
No contemporary navigator had as yet dared to advance so far
into the lands of the New World as h’c, or ventured to face the
perfidy and cruelties of their many barbarous tribes. In his braving
the rigours of a Canadian winter, and shutting himself up for six
months, without means of escape, among the aborigines whose
amicable feelings towards the French he had every reason to dis-
trust, he gave a gignal example of the intrepidity of the mariners
of his time and country. Of right, therefore, in every sense, he
heads the long file of visitors of inner North America. By his
ascent of the great river St. Lawrence, in which he reached the
Sault 8t. Louis, he became the harbinger of successive French
explorations, such as those of the shores of Hudson's Bay, of the
Mississippk valley, and onward to the hither slopes of the Rocky
Mountains.

In acknowledgment of his rare merits, it is said * that he and
his race were ennobled by his royal master. Few of the mariners
upon whom that distinction was conferred in France merited it
80 much as Jacques Cartier, master mariner of St. Malo.

* Recherches de M. Cunat sur Jacques Cartier, consigned in a paper
annexed to the procés-verbal drawn up by the commissioner named by
M. Hovins, knight of the Legion of Honor, mayor of St. Malo, for the
recognition and receipt of the remnants of ‘“la petite Herming}” which
were sent to him by Joseph Hamel, Esq., Surveyor and Arpenteur of the
city of Quebec, who discovered the imbedded hull of that vessel some
months before, at the very spot where it was abandoned by Jacques
Oartier, in 1536 ; that is, 307 years previously.
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/ CHAPTER IIL

TEMPORARY ABANDONMENT OF OANADA.

1543-1603.

Roberval sets out for America after the war, and perishes with all his
followers —M. Villegagnon attempts to found a French colony in
Brazil ; the enterprise miscarries, through the disaccord of the
adventurers,—Foundation of Carolina, in Florida.,—Massacre of its
French colonists, by the Spaniards in time of peace; the queen-
regent, Oatherine de Medicis, demanding no satisfaction theréfor,
M. de Gourgues avenges the wrong done to his nation by sanguinary
reprisals.—Prolonged indifference of the French people to coloni-
sation.—=Progress of the fisheries and traffic in peltry.~The mar-
quis de la Roche undertakes to found a French settlement in Aca-
dia ; the project fails ; of his colonists left in the Isle de Sable, the
greater number perish; five years thereafter, the French King
causges the survivors to be removed.—M. de la Roche, ruined by his
failure, dies broken-hearted.—~Concerning the obstacles French
colonisation in those times had to encounter.

The war between Francis I and Charles V lasted for about three
years (15642-4). During that time of hostilities, as in others since,
Oanada was lost to the view of the rulers of France.” When the
treaty of Crespy was signed (Sept, 17th, 1544) between the King
and the Kmperor, the return of peace ¢aused the royal attention
to be turned favourably to the suspended enterprises of Roberval ;
and this none the less that the latter had, meanwhile, done the
state great service in fields of battle. No expedition, however,
to Canada was realized before the death of Francis I, which took
place March 31, 1647. Not till two years afterwards, Henry II
being king, did Roberval organise his expedition to Canada ; but
which he was destined never to reach, as he perished in the pas-
sage, with all-his followers, including a brother, who was almost
as distinguished a warrior as himself. This catastrophe caused all
projects of colonising Canada by natives of France to be aban-
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doned; and it would alsg most likely have restrained its people
from undertaking any hasaydous enterprise of the kind in any
quarter, if admiral de Cnlig)y’n attention had not been directed
to the subject of Ameriopa” colonisation by Frenchmen.

In 1666, Coligny, rho was chief of the Huguenots, proposed to
Henry II to found, jh some region of the New World, a colony
whither his Protesfant subjects might retire and there exercise
their worship in peace and with full freedom. The king approved
of the design, but it was afterwards abandoned. Nicholas Durand
de Villegagnon, knight of Malta and vice-admiral of Brittany,
imbued with the new dootrines, obtained without much diffioulty
permission to conduct a body of such colonists to Brazil,—a coun-
try the temperature of which made it preferable to Canada. But
this establishment met the fate of those that had been desiderated
for the opposite extremity of the continent ; the failure of each,
however, being due to diverse causes. Villegagnon abjured his
apostaoy ; and dissidences arising among the French colonists, they
were unable, at length, to maintain their footing in the country.

All this while, religious dissensions were becoming more and
more envenomed in France. The frightful massacre of the Vau-
dois in 1545, had filled the protestant mind with secret terror,
Civil war was ready to break out : Coligny thought more seriously
than ever about finding an asylum for his co-religionists, upon
whom now began to press the rigors of a cruel persecution. He
profited by a species of truce, in 1562, to interest the court in the
plan of & settlement he had projected for them in Florida. Char-
levoix opines that the admiral, according to all appearance, did
not discover his main design to the King, and that he directed
the royal attention to his project only as an enterprise that would
prove beneficial to France in general; but it is difficult to be-
lieve that he could thus palm such a project upon His Majesty.
Charles know all about it; and he was but too happy to learn
that Coligny engaged Huguenots only for his expedition, because
the kingdom would theréby become purged of just many
enemies.

The admiral was at first loft sole director of the entenprise. He
gave the command of the expedition to Jean de Ripaud, an
exoellent mariner of Dieppe; who set out for Florida in 1562,
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accompanied by several gentlemen volunteers. Ribaut coasted the
North American seaboard, holding a northerly course. He took
possession, for France, of Florida and Georgia, by erecting a
pillar, bearing the royal armorials, on & mound. Pursuing his
way, he reached at length a small island, known as Santa Cruz
to the Spaniards, upon which he constructed defensive works,
and named the fortress Charles-Fort, in honour of the reigning
king. The country bore every appearance of fertility, and its
indigenous possessors gave the French a kind reception.

Ribaut returned to France in 1663, leaving in charge of the fort
one of his captains, named Albert. Instead of tilling the soil, the
French whom he left behind, trusting to the provisions in store, set
about searching for veins of gold and silver, the whole soil of the
New World being reported to cover abundance of both. Meanwhile,
a8 food began to fail them, dissensions soon followed; and the
commandant, who had till then disguised his true character,
showed himself to be a cruel tyrant. One soldier, who offended
him, he hung with his own hands; and at length he beeame so
odious to all his men, that they killed him.

As the colonists saw themselves in danger of death from
famine, and as Ribaut still returned not, they built a vessel, and
oaulked its plank-seams with mats, made sails for it with their
bed-sheets and shirts, and for cordage used the inner fibres of
tree-bark. In this rude vessel they all embarked for France,
though having neither sailors to work nor pilots to guide their
vessel. Delayed by a calm at sea, which lasted for several days,
their provisions ran out, even fresh water at last failed them.
“ One of the party,” reports Guérin, “ having reminded his com-
rades that the death of ome of them might become the means of
saving the lives of all,'mot only was the proposal heard without
horror, but received with a kind of ferocious joy. When lots
were about to be cast for a vietim by compulsion, a soldier named
Lachau offered himself a voluntary sacrifice. He was forthwith
slaughtered, and his blood, as it flowed, carefully caught and put
apart, for after use as a beverage. Meantime, parts of the flesh
were served out and ravenously devoured.” Happily, no second
saorifice of this horrible nature was required by these forlorn men,
as an English ship shortly thereaftor neared their vessel, and
kindly resoued them.
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“ Gaspard de Coligny,” continues the same authority, “ far from
being deterred by difficulties of every kind which stood in the
way of Calvinist colonisation, persevered in his attempts at its
realisation all the more that their persecution was redoubled.
He profited by a breathing-time they enjoyed through his means,
by a composition with the court, to engage Charles IX to furnish
new means for carrying his further attempts to settle them in
America. The king did actually grant him three well equipped
vessels for that purpose. They were confided to the charge, as
captain-in-chief, of René de Goulaine de Laudouiniére, a gentle-
man familiar with maritime affairs; and reported to be ¢ signally
pious” He had under him many picked soldiers and superior
artisans. The king gave him 650,000 crowns to meet all needful
outlay incurred before his departure, or arising thereafter; and
several rich lords embarked with him, defraying their own charges.
The primitive aim, in sending this second expedition to the same
locality, was the re-vietualling of Charles-Fort.”

Laudouini¢re setting sail in April, 1664, passed first to the
Canary Isles, thence to the Antilles, and at length cast anchor
between the river St. Mary’s* and that of 8t. John, on the eastern
coast of North America. He caused a fort to be erected at two
leagues’ distance from the sea, and named it Carolina. But in no
long time the presence of the French roused the jealousy of the
Spaniards. Philip IT soon despatched a fleet expressly “ to fight
the heretics and prevent them from establishing their worship in
America.”

The fort of Carolina was, accordingly, invested by a Spanish
force, and at length taken, after a vigorous resistance directed by
Laudouiniére. A portion of the garrison, however, escaped pre-
viously to the assault, the governor among the rest; who, re-
turning to France, was ill received by the French government,—a
disgrace which probably shorténed his days. What perhaps
hastened, if it did net quite causé the loss of Carolina fort was the
obstinacy of Ribaut, then on the spot (having returned to
America), who headed with the entjre garrison an imprudent sortie
on open ground against the besiegers. The loss of men, in an
unequal combat, left the fort almest without defenders, and it
became an easy prey to the Spani
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The enterprise of Ribaut had an evil ending. He was caught
in a tempest, as sudden as furious, which drove his vessels fifty
leagues to the southward, and wrecked them on a rocky coast.
The crews, however, contrived to gain the land in safety. Ribaut
was now fain to feel his way, with his people, to Carolina by land.
Arrived in its vicinity, and made aware of its loss, he made an
offer to surrender on terms, from not having means of support.
Menendez, the Spanish governor, gave an encouraging reply to
his messengers, pronouncing one of those Castilian oaths that
the Inquisition habitually recommended to the abominable pur-
veyors for their execution-days.

The French, to the number of eight hundred, put faith in
the promises of Menendez. In order as they arrived, the monster
erossing himself (thus outraging, in his blind fanaticism, the cross
of Christ), caused poniards to pierce their hearts. The brave
d’Ottigny, whilst they plunged the reeking steel in his bosom,

_ took Heaven to his witness against Spanish turpitude. As for
“~Ribaut himself, Menendez caused him to be flayed alive, after-
wards sending his skin and beard to Seville, as trophies of his
victory; the head of the French commandant being cut in four, and
stuck on as many pike-heads. Finally, the Spaniards gathered
all the corpses of their vietims, including those whom they had
previously murdered in the fort or killed in the woods, treating
these poor remains with an uunparalleled indignity; and, before
burning them to ashes, hung them on trees, with this derisory
and fanatical inseription appended: * These wretches have not
been thus treated because they were Frenchmen, but because
they were hereties, and enemies of God.”~—Almost all the colonists
perished in this way. Their settlement had subsisted for about
three years. The Spaniards kept the fastness they had thus
gained, and farther fortified themselves there, intending to remain
in the country. .
When news of the massacre reached France, it excited public
. indignation in the highest degree. Every one, of what religion
\soever he might be, regarded the deeds done as inflicting a stain
upon all France, and longed to avenge them. But the court
viewed it with other eyes; out of hatred towards Coligny and the

Huguenots, Charles IX, or rather Catherine de Mediois,—for it
VoL. I.—E
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was she who governed the kingdom, the sovereign being but fifteen
years old,—put on the appearance of having taken no heed ol a
transaction which it is probable she connived at. The king, thus
negleoting his duty to the country, a private vindicator of the
national honour, tarnished as it had been, appeared on the scene.
This was the chevalier Dominique de Gourgues, scion of a family
of distinction in Guienne, a good vatholie, and an officer of merit,
but who had suffered fortune's reverses.

During the war in Italy he had held a French post at Sienna
in Tuscany, for a long while, with thirty men only, despite the
offorts of a corps of the Spanish army to dislodge him ; but all ite
defenders being killed save himself, he was taken prisoner, and
sent to the galleys. The galley aboard which he was put, had
been first captured by the Turks, and retaken by the knights of
Malta. . By this turn of fate he regained his liberty, and he turned
it to active account by voyaging in different regions of the world ;
quickly gaining therein such experience of the sea, that he be-
camo one of the most accomplished and daring navigators of the
age. Profoundly affected on hearing of the massacre of the French
of Carolina, he swore to avenge their deaths, With that intent
be sold all he possessed, procured and armed twd ships and a gal-
loy manned by 80 sailors and 100 arquebusiers, the latter mostly
men of gentle blood.

Repairing to the island of Cuba, he assembled his followers, and
related to them, in strong terms, the unheard of cruelties which
the Spaniards had exercised upon the French in Florida. “Such
has been, my comrades, the criminality of our enemies; and how
much blacker would not ours be, were we still to delay doing jus-
tice upon those who have thus outraged the French nation! It
is the desire to avenge the insult put upon us all which has induced
me to sell my property; the same desire it is, which has opened
for me the purses of my friends. We have reckoned on your aid to
oarry out our meditated design, believing you all to be so jealous
of the houour of the land of your birth as to stake your existence
in a cause of this importance. Can I be deceived in any of you ?
I trust to set you a proper example: I promise to be at your head
always and everywhere ; taking upon myself constantly the chief
share of the perils that may be incurred. In a word, then, will
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you refuse to follow whither I lead ?”’ Universal acclamations
immediately answered this appeal; and as goon a8 a fair wind
arose, the vessels of the flotilla were steered towards Florida.
When the French landed near Carolina, they ascertained that the
natives about the place were ill-disposed towards the Spaniards,
M. de Gourgues turned this dislike to profitable account by form-
ing a league against the latter, the former making common cause
with the French,

By this time the Spanish garriton had constructed two forts,
in addition to that taken by them. M. de Gourgues nevertheless
prepared to attack them all in succession ; and for that purpose
dividing his forces into two columns, he advanced accompanied by
his native auxiliaries agninst the nearest dependent fort. Its garri-
son, of about threescore men, decided to abandon it ; but in retiring
they got hemmed in between the two attacking corps, and were
almost all destroyed at the first shock.

The second fort was then agsaulted, and taken after a short re-
sistance. Its defenders met the same fate as the garrison of the
former : they were intercepted in trying to flee, and cut in pieces.
The third and original fort (La Caroline) was'of the most impor-
tance, and contained 200 men. The French commander was
about to escalade it, when the Spanish Governor committed a
similar fault to that of Ribaut, which helped the former to gain
it; for, making a sortie with 80 arquebusiers, these picked men
were allowed to advance far beyond the fort, when Gourgues fell
upon them, and in spite of a desperate resistance, killed them every
one. The rest of the garrison, despairing of being able to main-
tain the post, endeavoured to cut their way to the woods, but were
all intercepted or killed on the spot by the French or their native
allies; with the exception of a few, however, who were reserved

for a more ignominious death. The vietors made a considerable
booty. The Spanish prisoners were now léd to the spot where
the French captors had been immolated, as we have seén, and
after being reproached with their previous cruelty and perfidy, the}y'
were hung upon the branches of the same trees as the murdered
French; their avengers altering the former inseription graven on
a stone by Menendez, to the following, which then took its place :
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formed for establishing a connexion with Canada, but not so much
in view of its colonisation,* owing to the treaty of pacification
made with the Huguenots,

It is to be kept in view, however, while making the observation,
that, amidst the wars of religion which vexed olden France, its
chiefs thought no longer of renewing intercourse with America,
yet we ought to make an exception'for a part of the French people :
The Normans, the Basques, and the Bretons continued to fish
for the cod and join in pursuit of the whales which frequented
the embouchure of the St. Lawrence and its neighbouring waters ;
ever industriously plying these callings as if their native land
enjoyed unbroken peace. Year by year, these hardy mariners
widened the circle of their navigation. In 1578, a hundred and
fifty French vessels repaired to Newfoundland alone. Another
species of industry, almost as profitable as the deep-sea fishings,
namely, a regular traffic in peltry with the natives of the sur-
rounding or contiguous seaboard, was established during the same
space of time. French traffickers in furs, &ec., in their searches
for sellers of these commodities, might be found widely spread
over parts of the maritime regions of the continent, and along the
banks of such of its rivers as fall into the ocean. They even
ascended the St. Lawrence to places higher up than Quebee, and
coasted the islands of the gulf and its environage. Noél and Chéd-
ton, nephews and heirs of Cartier, were engaged in the peltry
traffic, and vere so successful in their dealings as to excite the
jealousy of rival traders, who spitefully burnt several of their bar-
ges or coasting-vessels. In order to secure protection from such
attacks, those nephews of Cartier solicited from Henry III a re-
newal of the privileges once accorded to himself, in commercing
with the natives; asking, at the same time, an exclusive right to

* This passage refers to the famous treaty of Nantes, a royal edict
signed April 15, 1598. It was drawn up at the instance of Henry IV by
president de Thou, Gaspard de Schambourg, Dominic de Vic, Jeannin,
and Soffrein de Calignon, members of the council of State. It was com-
posed of 92 articles, all in favour of the French protestants, and granting
to them guarantees, moral and material, for the security of their lives and
fortunes, and the free exercise of their religion.—B.

work the
services o
wishes, w
known, t}
privy cou
ever, adva
the year 1
La Roche
self of the
Acadia, ar
a renewal
III, but v
hindered ]
time, addi
merchants
every port
sailor in t|
only so, b
to levy tro
the limits
them ; to
leges ; last
der, theref
this propos
descendant

The ma
criminals,
de Sable,
which is o
bears no t
growing ar
this drear
Returning
from the w
French co:
himself in
war with I
in Brittan,




TEMPORARY ABANDONMENT OF CANADA. 39

work the mines they had discovered. In consideration of the
services of the great navigators, letters patent, acceding to their
wishes, were accorded them in 1588. But as soon as this became
known, the merchants of St. Malo, lodging an appeal before the
privy council, obtained a revocation of the grant; without, how-
ever, advancing their own inferests much in the sequel, for, in
the year 1598, that of the pacification of Vervins, the marquis de
La Roche, then in Brittany, obtained a royal confirmation for him-
self of the charge of “ lieutenant-general,” or viceroy, of Canada,
Acadia, and lands adjoining ; which appointment, indeed, was only
a renewal of what had been formerly accorded to him by Henry
III, but which the troubles reigning in France itself had hitherto
hindered him from enjoying. The marquis obtained, at the same
time, additional powers destructive of the trading freedom of the
merchants of St. Malo. Thus he was authorised to impress, in
every port of France, all ships, with every master mariner and
sailor in them, he might think needful for his expeditions. Not
only so, but having gained a footing in America, he was empowered
to levy troops, to make war or peace, and to build towns, within
the limits of his viceroyalty ; to promulgate laws, and to execute

them ; to concede lands in feudal form and with feudal privi-
leges ; lastly, to regulate the colonial trade at discretion. No tra-
der, therefore, might venture to oppose any monopoly set up by
this proposed lord of all, as they had done in the case of Cartier’s
descendants.

The marquis de la Roche, fearing that his people, being chiefly
criminals, or vagabonds, might desert him, landed them on the Isle
de Sable, at the entry of the gulf of St. Lawrence. That island,
which is of crescent-like configuration, arid, and of rude aspect,
bears no trees or fruit; its only vegetation is scanty grass or moss,
growing around a lake in the centre. Leaving his colonists in
this dreary sea-beaten region, La Roche passed on to Acadia.
Returning thence, he was caught in a tempest; which, proceeding
from the west, drove his vessel, in ten or twelve days' time, to the
French coasts. Scarcely had he set foot in France, than he found
himself in a maze of difficulties. The duke de Mercceur, then at
war with Henry the Fourth, arresting him, kept him a prisoner
in Brittany, for some time. Not till five years afterward was the
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marquis able to apprise the king, then at Rouen, of the particulars
of his voyage. Henry, compassionating the situation of the unfor-
tunates in the Isle de Sable, ordered the pilot who had led them
thither to learn their fate, and it was found to be deplorable. Of the
whole band, forty in number, not more than twelve remained.
Left to their own discretion, and incapable of self-government,
they had became utterly lawless. JEvil passions being ever in the
ascendant, each man’s hand was turned against his fellow, and
several of them had thus come to a violent end. The few sur-
vivors, however, tamed by their ill-supplied bodily wants, had
perforce latterly led a mere tranquil life. It was found that they
had constructed huts with the remnants of a vessel which had
been wrecked on the breakers abounding on the isle’s desolate
shores; and owed their nutriment chiefly to eating the flesh of a
fow domesticated animals which baron de Léry had landed on the
isle some fourscore years before, that had there continued their
several species.* The clothes they had on being soon worn out,
they made themselves vestments out of the skins of the seals they
captured. The King wished to see them, adcoutred just as they
had been found. Along with their beards unkempt, and their hair
in wild disorder, their visages had assumed a savage expression
rather than that usual to civilised men. Henry (doubtless moved
at the sight) gave to each of them fifty crowns, with full liberty
to return to their homes, and assurances of oblivion of their
evil acts committed aforetime,

The marquis de La Roche, who had ¢mbarked his entire for-
tune in the enterprise, lost all of it tha{'yet remained, in succeed-
ing misfortunes which awaited him throygh its means. He had
set his heart upon realizing a noble Projeot, and it had signally
failed. The chagrin which consumed his mind was yet stronger
than his regret at the dilapidation of his finances, and both work-
ing together consigned him to an early grave. He was censured
by some of his contemporaries for imputed faults; but he could
not rightly be blamed for the failure of plans which he had no
fair opportunity of carrying out; while, in our day, his memory

* Laét: Histoire de I' Amérique.

must alw:
colonists
All the
made dur;
tine troub
century,
begin the
habitudes,
nectedness
in view;
ran an ove
means at t
quate to a
But the la
early Fren
founded pr
the United
British rac
northern o
nising exy
jealous of 1
sea, forced
Sir Humpt
John's, Ne
at first, yet
T'he oelebr
tendencies
designs of
planted a e
after, Sir F!
board his ve
ocolony was
want, or we!
again, a bod

* Oupys : .
t R. Bever




TEMPORARY ABANDONMENT OF CANADA. 41

must always be held in rospect by the descendants of the early
colonists of America.

All the disorders, observable in the attempts at colonisation
made during the times now under review, were due to the intes-
tine troubles which agitated Europe during nearly the entire 16th
century, The choice, too, made of the kind of individuals to
begin the work, who were, in most cases, soldiers, or men of like
habitudes, was injudicious. Again: no regard was had for con-
nectedness of the successive steps made towards the great object
in view; and the indifference of statesmen to this great requisite
ran an even race with the heedlessness of private individuals: the
means at the disposal of the latter, besides, being usually inade-
quate to accomplish the task undertaken by or preseribed to them.
But the last-noted species of obstructiveness was not peculiar to
early French colonisation. The annals of the thirteen English-
founded provinces of America, the first in chronological order of
the United States, inform us that it was long before the people of
British race were able to maintain a permanent footing on our
northern continent. KFor, not to speak of the first English colo-
niging expedition sent out in 1579, and which the Spaniards,
jealous of the projeots of other nations, and then masters of the
sea, forced to retrace its course ;* setting this aside, we know that
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, four years later, began a settlement at St.
John's, Newfoundland ; which, though it bore hopeful appearances
at first, yet the indiscipline of the colonists brought all to ruin.
'The celebrated Walter Raleigh, a disciple of Coligny’s, whose
tendencies and perseverance he shared, desiring to follow up the
designs of the knight above named, wh‘\xas his brother-in-law,
planted a colony at Roanoke, in Florida ; “ut, three years there-
after, Sir Francis Drake found it expedient to take the settlers on
board his vessels on his return to England.f In 1686, another
colony was commenoed in Virginia; but all its people died of
want, or were massacred by their savage neighbours. In 1602,
again, a body of colonists from Britain, located on the seaboard

* Oupys: American Annals.
t R. Beverury: History of Virginia.
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of New England, had no better fortune. Other abortive attempte,
suoceeding to the foregoing, were made by Hnglish adventurers,
although sundry of them were rather trading expeditions than
efforts to realise territorinl settlement.* Despite these and other

* M. Garnean, in narrating the failure of the earliest of the English
colonfsations in North Ainnricn. has put himgelf in disaceord with the
best-aceredited aceounts of other historiang, in geveral particulars, Here
are what we believe to be the facts of the case t=~8ir Humphrey Gilbert,
authorised by a “patent” (charter) from queen KElizabeth, equipped a small
gquadron with which he sailed from England in the year 1679, in view of
founding a permanent territorial settlement in America, but loging one of
his vessels, and experiencing other disasters, he was fain to return home,
QGilbert and Raleigh (etep-brothers) conjoining their resources, fitted out

" new vessels, aboard which they went forth, in 1683, Arriving in New-
foundland, they took ceremonial possession of the country, in their
queen's name. No attempt at colonisation took place, however, nor
even any exploration ; unless, indeed, we term as such the falling upon
a mineral vein in the territory somewhere, which Raleigh mistakenly
believed was silver ore, Shortly thereafter, the vessels set safl for
BEngland ; but that commanded by Bir Gilbert foundered on the way.

In spring, 1584, Raleigh, again chartered by the queen, despatched

® two ships of observation, commanded by Amidas and Barlow, master
mariners, directing them to coast the sea-board of North America along
its southern face. This they did for only about 100 miles ; their
first landing-place being an island of the Ocracock group. They next
coasted Albemarle and Pamlico sounds along with Roanoke Island, in
Virginia (not Florida) ; when, having taken a general view of the coun-
try, and teeted the dispositions of its people, forming a favourable
opinion of both, théy returned to England.

Next year (1686), Raleigh, now knighted, did indeed equip an expe-
dition, in view of founding a colony in the region above noted; the
country having, at the same time, the name assigned to it of ** Virginia,”
in compliment to the queen, The flotilla now despatched was composed
of seven vessels, in which were embarked, besides the crews, 108 in-
tending colonists, under the governorship of Ralph Lane. The adven-
turers were landed at Roanoke; and forthwith proceeded to lay the
foundations of a settlement. The injudicious severity of Sir Richard
Grenville, however, who caused an Indian town to be burnt, to punish
a petty theft by one of its people, evoked a spirit of enmity, at the
outset, which ultimately made the position of the English quite unten-
able. And thus it was, that the colonists had to leave in the following
year.—B, g
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discournging results, from divers causes, it would be a mistake to
conclude thence that the right time was not yet come for the gene-
ral colonisation of America.  The wars, political and religious,
raging in Europe during the 16th and 17th centuries, were ns
influential in impelling governments to colonise and induce their
subjects to emigrate in those times, as the suffering from penury,
or the pressure of over-population, at the present day.” Repressed
maleontents, and persecuted religionists alike, had heard of a land
of refuge; and the wilde of Ameriea seemed to them a providence
for that urgent want, Thither they hied eagerly, therefore ; their
trustfulness in the future not unmingled with regrets, however, at
thus, through physical or moral compulsion, being foreed to renounce
the landes of their birth, for those where their descendants have
established or laid the foundations of empires, present or to come.
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1603—1613.

Observations on the civilisation of Europe at this epoch; importance

of Colonies for France.—M. Chauvin appointed Lieutenant-General
of Canada and Acadia, with a monopoly of the peltry traffic therein.
—Chauvin dying, is succeeded by the Commander de Chastes, who
forms a commercio-colonial Society.~Messrs. Pont-Gravé and
Champlain's voyage to Canada.—De Chastes dying, M. de Monts,
& Oalvinist, succeeds to his functions, and allows French Protest-
ants to settle in the Colony.—Expedition of M. de Monts in Acadia.
—Messrs. Champlain and*De Monts discover the Bay of Fundy ; also
the rivers St. John, Penobscot, and Kennebec.—~The colonists dieh
embark at the Isle 8t. Oroix.—Champlain explores the coasts.
Messra. De Monts and Poutrincourt found Port-Royal, which
place is conceded to the latter.—~Lescarbot.—~Progression of Port-
Royal,—Withdrawal of the Monopoly accorded to M. Monts.—Dis-
solution of the Company trading in peltry ~Temporary abandonment
of Port-Royal.—M. de Poutrincourt, who had left for France on a
visit, now returns ; after refusing to take jesuit priests with him.
—Assassination of Henry the Fourth.—The Marchioness de Guerche-
ville purchases the rights of the partners of M. De Monts, in order to
send jesuits to Acadia.—Dissensions between the colonists and the
jesuits,—Madame de Guercheville sends them to found an establish-
ment near to the Penobscot river.~~The Englith of Virginia destroy
St. Sauveur and Port-Royal, in time o! peace.~The French
Government takes no heed of these hostile proceedings, not con-
sidering the Franco-American Colonics in America as national,
but private foundations merely.

We have now attained to an epoch wherein we may fix the com-

mencement of durable success for French colonisation. Many
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obstacles and calamities may yet retard its course, but its progress
will not cease to be real. - This epoch corresponds to the reign of
Henry IV, one of the greatest of French Kings, and to that of
his successor, Louis XIII. Foreign had given place to civil war,
Rechelieu had abased Austria and the French nobles; the latter
having been weakened and divided by wars for religious pretexts.
The national character, re-tempered in these long and sanguinary
broils, had resumed its wonted energy; and France, once more
in and at peace, wanted a new career to be opened up for her dis-
posable energies. The march of civilisation still continued
throughout the epoch referred to. Henry the Fourth brought
his kingdom into order, caused it to flourish, regulated
the finances, reformed the laws, fostered agriculture and
commerce, established manufactures of all kinds, formed the Canal
of Briare, &o., Trade with foreign countries was as profitable in
improving men's manners, as in returning pecuniary gains; and
the art of p:inting, which was rapidly spreading its influences,
gave a new and potent impulsion to amelioration in every form.
The middle class, having at last acquired importance by its riches,
took the rank in society its most active and industrious members
deserved ; and, in elbowing from its accustomed pride of place
the warrior nobility who had stood between all other subjects and
the threne, exalted along with itself the inferior labouring ranks,
erewhile lying hopelessly prone at the foot of the social scale.
“Every step of progress’’ says Lamennais, “is resolvable into
the extension of liberty ; for progress is but a development, more
or less free or complete, of the potencies of human being. Now,
in the social scale, there is no real liberty without property; rea-
lised thrift alone can release men from slavish dependence on their
fellows.”

The discovery of the New World had accelerated the great
movement going on. The nations set about colonising: some,
to rid themselves of restless sectaries; others, to find a field for
missionary labour ; all, hoping to open up new sources of wealth
and power. France, above every other, was distinguished for efforts
at converting infidels. It is to the fervour of her zeal, in that
regard, we must attribute the preferential esteem the French
people have obtained, at all times, among savage nations.
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America was now, more than ever before, fixing the attention
of Europeans; and it remained to be seen which should obtain
the largest share of its territory. When the time for division took
place, it was not meet that France should be absent. Spain and
Portugal had already divided much of the southern continent
between them, by an arrangement with papal sanction; KEng-
land persisted in forming settlements in Florida, despite the checks
she received ; Holland, with her flag displayed on every sea, had
founded the New Netherlands (a province better known under its
after-name of New York) : in a word, the whole Europcan world
was in movement around France, and in such a condition of
things she could no longer remain stationary, or look on,'while
her enemies and rivals were strengthening themselves in Ameriea.
But the earlier individuals to whom the French Government con-
fided the task of occupying a portion of the New World, after the
decease of the Marquis de la Roche, merely turned their privileges
to account in the form of speculative self-aggrandisement.

The sieur de Pont-Gravé, a rich merchant of St. Malo, formed
a plan to obtain, for his own exclusive benefit, a monopoly of'the

fur-trade both in Canada and Acadia; and in order to gain th
end, he took into his confidence a master-mariner named Chauvin,

who besides having influential friends at court, had obtained some

personal favour with the Government, from services in late wars.
He obtained a royal grant in his own favour, of all the powers and
privileges conceded to La Roche, armed with which he set sail f

Canada, and landed a dozen men at Tadoussac, in such for@
plight, that they would have died of hunger during the winter,
had they not been succoured by the natives of that country.
Chauvin himself dying shortly thereafter, Pont-Gravé would have
found himself no further advanced than befoge, had not that luck-
less officer’s mantle fallen on the shoulders of the Commander de
Chastes, Governor of Dieppe, who was now invested with all the
privileges granted to Chauvin. Trading jnterests, however,
were but secondary objects with De Chastes; but Pont-Gravé,
whose sole aim(had been to enrich himself, showed to him how
needful the profits attending a monopolising traffic would be found,
to defray the unpaid cost attending the work of colonisdtion; and
persuaded the Commander to join with him in /forming a trading
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society, having for its chief partners several men of rank and the
leading merchants of Rouen. All other preliminaries being ar-
ranged, Captain Samuel Champlain, a distinguished naval officer,
who had voyaged in the West Indies, and enjoyed favour at Court,
was invited to command an expedition, and otherwise to carry out
the views of Pont-Gravé and the other associated adventurers.
With three barks of the pettiest dimensions, each but of twelve
to fifteen tons burden, Champlain set sail in 1603. Arrived in Ca-
nadian waters, he, accompanied by Pont-Gravé, ascended the river
St. Lawrence as far as the Sault St. Louis. Upon his return to
France, he showed a chart and relation of his voyage to his royal
patron. King Henry was so well pleased therewith, that he pro-
mised to countenance the objects in view with all his power ; and,
M. de Chastes having died meanwhile, his funetions devolved on
Pierre du Gua, Sieur de Monts, Governor of Pons, and a place-
man at Court. To him was accorded the monopoly of the fur-
traffic in all parts of North America lying between Cape de Rase,
in Newfoundland, up to the 50th degree of north latitude, inclu-
sive. All Huguenot (French Protestant) adventurers, it was or-
dained, were to enjoy in America, as in France at that time; figll\

freedom for their public worship; conditioned always, however, \

that they should take no Rart in native proselytising ; the charge of
converting the aborigines being exclusively reserved for profeg)rs
of the Catholie faith. ./
Much good was expected to desult from the enterprise, if only
through the merits of its chief; M. de Monts being a man of supe-
rior talents and much experience. He was distinguished, also, as one
ever zealous for the glory of his country.—The association, formed
by his predecessor and still subsisting, was increased in number ;
several of the chief merchants of La Rochelle and other cities and
towns joining it. Four ships were manned and victualled: two
of which were destined to commence the traffic for the company
in peltry at Tadoussac; thence proceeding, to range the whole
seabpard of New France, and seize all vessels found trafficking
with the natives, in violation of the royal prohibition. The two
other vessels were destined to bear the colonists embarked to such
landing-places as should be agreed upon, and to aid in suitably
locating them afterwards. Several gentlemen volunteers, some

. N
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soldiers, and a number of skilled artisans,\vere embarked in these
vessels.

It will already have been noted, that young men of family
usually took part, from choice, in the early exploring or colon-
izing expeditions which left France for distant regions. Cartier
and Roberval were accompanied by such, in all their voyages.
The restless and adventurous spirit which had largely manifested
itself among French scions of nobility in the middle ages, during
which time it originated warlike exploits in battle-fields extending
from the foggy coasts of England to the arid rocks about the
river Jordan,—the adventurous spirit, we say, of the young nobles
of olden France in the time of the crusades seémed to revive in
such of their successors as sought, in America, a new and wider
field for its exercise. But there were other influences at work,
in some cases, which impelled men of gentle blood to self-expatri-
ation at this time. Numbers of nobles and gentry had beemn
ruined during recent civil wars in Franee or by the vicissitudes of
the time; while other nobles again, whose fortunes remained to
them, desired to profit, by the ehance now presented, of escaping
from the heavy pressure now laid upon their exorbitant caste,
through a constant increase of the royal power, for the abridgment
of its privileges and suppression of its disordérs. To'the latter
class we may assign baron Jean de Poutrincowrt, who embarked
with Champlain, intending to settle in America with his family.

The ships, with the emigrants, Catholic and Protestant, sailed
from Havre-de-Grfice in March 1604, and stood towards Acadia,
which M. de Monts preferred to Canada, because of its milder
cljgnate. He wished to set out a mofith earlier, but the-parliament
(supreme cour*of Normandy refused to register his ndmination
because he was a Protestant. The king had to interpose, and
blamed the parliament ; reminding the juﬁigea that he was sending,
along with M. de Monts, clergy of the best character.

Acadia, then the chief place of resort for French traffic, was
considered to be the finest country of New France; and certainly
it possesses fine ports, has a healthy and temperate climate, and a
fertile soil in its middle region. Towards the seaboard, it abounds
in copper-ore, iron-stone, coal, and gypsum. The coasts are fre-
quented by a number of marine animals; as the whale, the sea-
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wolf, the seal. Amdng the variety of its-sea-fish,/we find cod,
salmon, mackerel, herrings, sardines, shad &e.” Besides these
advantages, it possesses yet others over Canada, in having a finer
situation for external commerce, and harbours accessible at all
seasons of the year. The Miemaes, or Souriquois Indians, who
inhabited the country, were at omee bold of heart and gentle in
their manuners ; they received the French at first with a kindness
which never abated to the last. In a word, M. de Monts had no
reason to repent of the preference he had shown for their country,
as well suited in every respect for present colonisation.

The first place landed at was Port Rossignol, now Liverpool.
Afterwards the adventuters coasted the Peninsula, as far as the
bottom of the bay of Fundy,—ocalled “ la Baie Frangaise ” by M.
de Monts.

While voyaging along the coast, the vessels entered a spacious
basin, surrounded with smiling slopes, cleft with river-courses,

_ their waters being lost in the sea. Poutrincourt, charmed with

the beauty of the locality, wished to settle here: accordingly,
having obtained a grant of the/ land, he named the settlement
about to be formed, Port-Royal. | After having circumnavigated the
Baie Frangaise, M. de Monts p}x’nued his voyage to the southward ;
and Champlain, who had sailed in advance, discovered first the
St. John's river, and next’the river Ste. Croix. It was in an
islet at the mouth of the latter, that M. Monts concluded to dis-
embark his colonists, the fine season being far spent. But the
choice he made was not a happy one: for, when winter fairly set
in, his people found no wood or water near; and scurvy breaking
out, thirty-six of the people died of it. As soon as spring returned,
he made haste to quit the place, and set out in quest of a more
suitable locality, further to the southward. After having coasted
the shores of lower Canada, and what was afterwards the sea~
board of New England; as far as Cape Cod, M. de Monts, perceiv-
ing no locality thereabouts which united all the conditions he desi-
derated, turned helm and returned to Acadia; where, he found,
Pont-Gravé had arrived, while he was absent, with forty additional
colonists. This opportune reinforcement raised the spirits of all,
which were at a low ebb, owing to the privations and diseases

the people had suffered during the past winter. The entire
Vor. I.—F
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\ -
body of colonists set out for Port-Royal, and began to construct

that town, which is now better known as Annapolis.

In autumn ensuing, M. Monts returned to France. He there
found public feeling very unfavourable to his enterprise, owing to
the reports set a-going by the unassociated peltry merchants,
whose interests were endangered by his monopolies, that the cli-
mate of Acadia was unhealthy, and that such establishments as his
were injurious to individuals and costly to the state. He feared,
for a moment, that the Society, thus discredited, would be broken
up, for want of the aid without which, he concluded, nothing du-
rable would be effected for colonisation ; he resolved, therefore, to
remain in France, to prevent, if he possibly could, such a disaster ;
and M. de Poutrincourt, who had returned alsé to France to gather
emigrants, was ordered to fill the place of governor-substitute for
M. de Monts. But before the former could reach Port-Royal, the
colonists were already on their way home, thinking that they had
been left to their own resources entirely.

The individual who had rendered the greatest service at Port-
Royal was the celebrated Lescarbot, a person of great acquire-
ments, and the first to point out the true means to found a colony
solidly. He urged that proper culture of the land, being indis-
pensable to success, was the one thing needful: and, adding
example to precept, himself showed his fellow-colonists how to set
about it. Some he cheered on, others he shamed into activity, says
our authority ; he was loved by every one, and this none the less
that all knew he never spared himself when the general weal was
in question. Not a day passed that he did not set a-going some

snew work of utility, constantly bringing into play his scientific
acquirements along with the manual labour he either practised or
stimulated. It is to Lescarbot that we owe the best memorials
we now possess regarding the foundation of Acadia. Therein
we may discern the superior mind and the practised pen of a man
oqually capable to write the history of a colony, as to lay its foun-
dations.

Spurred on by a mind so intelligent and so practical, the colo-
nists forthwith busily engaged themselves, some in charring wood,

while others took to road-making in the forests. Up to this time, -
the people ground their grain with hand-mills : & water-mill was now -
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constructed and put in action, thus setting free many pairs of active
hands for more skilled labour. Lescarbot showed the colonists how
to make fire-bricks; and to construct a furnace, with apparatus for
clarifying the gum of the fir and making pitch: in a word, the
most advanced experience of the useful arts in that day was put
in practice in the new settlement. The aborigines, astonished to
see numberless objects taking shape before their eyes, admiringly
exclaimed, “ How many things these Normans know "

It was, however, during the three years of this busy industry,
which promised to do so much for the colony, that two misfortunes
fell upon it and ruined all. The first blow was this: a party of
Dutchmen, conducted to the Society’s depot by a vagabond emigrant,
seized a whole year's store of peltries there accumulated, and bore
them off as a prize; the second and fatal blow was dealt by the
merchants of 8t. Malo, who found means to bring about a revo-
cation of the Society's monopoly of the traffic in peltry. As soon
as authenticated intelligence arrived of these disasters, the colon-
ists at once determined to quit Port-Royal. It was an unfortu-
nate and even uncalled-for renunciation ; for, had the people
struggled on till the coming year, it is probable that means for
their future subsistence would have been secured; and that the
final establishment of the colony, by them, would have become a
certainty.

M. de Poutrincourt, who had always governed the settlement,
was a great favourite of the natives of the locality ; many of whom
shed tears while regretfully escorting him to the shore, when about
to sail for France. Buch, indeed, was the respect of these people
for the French generally, that when they returned three years
afterwards (in 1610), the fort and every other erection, with all that
they contained, was found just as they were on the day of departure
of their late possessors.

When M. de Poutrincourt thus left, it was his design (proba-
bly communioated to the natives) that he would soon return; as
trusting to find partners rich enough to aid him effectively in
continuing his work of colonisation. Certain persons of rank,
indeed, during two years after his arrival in France, made pro-
mises of their assistance, but never meant to be realised: which
being at last pereeived by their dupe, he sought for help in another




52 HISTORY OF CANADA.

dircetion, and soon found it; for early in 1610, he concluded a sa-
tisfactory arrangement with two leading traders of Dieppe, n.al.ned
Dujardin and Duquéne, for the equipment of a new expedl'uon.
When all was ready, he set sail for Acadia, taking with him a
body of colonists, including skilled artisans, all of a superior class,
But, unhappily, the assassination of Henry 1V taking place soon
thereafter (May 14), the blight which for the time fell upon
France itself, extended itself even to its remotest settlement at la
Baie Frangaise. A system of conjoint despotism and in't.ri.gue
sucoeeding, under the queen-dowager and bher minister Concini, to
the conciliating polity of the late king, brought about events
which first called trouble on Port-Royal, atd finally caused its
second fall.
As soon as Concini attained the chief power, the Jesnits, by his
means, forced M. de Poutrincourt to receive them as wissionaries
into his settlement. His partners, who were either Huguenots, or
men who had prejudices against the Jesuits, whom they regarded
as authors of the League and of the murder of Henry IV, prefer-
red to retire from the Acadian association rather than to admit these
religieus into the colony. But the Jesuit missionaries were sus-
tained by the marchioness de Guercheville, who proclaimed herself
the patroness of American missions. She secured their admission !)x
buying up the dormant rights that M. de Monts had over Acadia,
and which she proposed to obtain a renewal of| intending to put Pou-
trincourt himself under her dependence. In fact, the son of the
Jatter was obliged, soon afterwards, to conclude an arrangement
with her, that subsistence for the Jesuit missionaries should be
had out of the produce of the fisheries and the peltry trade of the

colony ; an exaction which, says Lescarbot, tended direotly to deprive

those who would have taken part in the colonisation, of the means
for doing so. That judicious author remarks, that “ if a contribu-
tion of a seignorial nature were due to any one, it certainly was to
Poutrincourt, and not to the Jesuits, who could not subsist withont
him. What I mean is this: first give our aid to the common-
wealth, without which the church cannot exist; insomuch "
(said an early prelate) the church oo of the republio, while
the republic proceedeth not from the church.” ;

A portion of the profits acoruing from the traffic in peltry by
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the colonists, was however set apart for the sustentation of the
Jesuit missions, to the detriment of Port-Royal. The Protestants
and such of the Catholios of France as were partisans of Sully’s
polity, formed the most industrious section of the French people;
and being so, were naturally the chief friends of commerce and
colonisation.

Dissensions were not slow to break out in consequence. These
were followed by hostile measures: the Jesuits, in the name of their
potent patroness, seising Poutrincourt’s trading vessels, and origin-
ating imprisonings and lawsuits which effected his ruin. This re-
duced the people of Port-Royal, to whom he could mot send sup-
plies of provisions, to starve through a whole winter upon acorns,
beech-mast, and such wild roots as they could grub up.  After hav-
ing thus crippled Poutrincourt, the marchioness ceased to be &
partner in his association, and withdrew with her Jesuits to other
localities, leaving Port-Royal desolate. Champlain did all he
could to avert this catastrople, by advising the lady to join with
M. de Monts in carrying out the enterprise she thus abandoned ;
but this she refused to do, because the latter was a Calvinist. Be-
gides the obstacles thus assigned, the members of the Society of
Jesus were bent upon forming in Acadia an establishment similar
to that they had in Paraguay, in order that the French colony
should be entirely at their devotion likewise; but this attempt
of theirs had the most unfortunate results, as the sequel proves.

Meantime the protectress of the French Jesuits in Acadia, aided
by the Queen-dowager, got fitted out, at Harfleur, an armed vee-
sel, and gave the command of it to La Saussaye, one of her favor-
ites. The destination of La Saussaye was Port-Royal, in view of
removing the Jesuits ; but he proceeded, in the first place, towards
the river Penobscot (Pentagoit), the valley of which stream Father
Biart had explored the year before. His course being impeded

" by misty weather, however, he was fain to disembark his people at

the island of Monts-Deserts, where he commenced a settlement
which he'named St. Sauveur; which at first seemed to thrive
beyond his most sanguine hopes, but a political storm was gather-
ing, which, when it burst, at once crushed the colony of the Holy

Saviour.
At this time England claimed the whole territory of north-east-

A 4
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ern America from its southern seaboard up to the 45th parallel of
north latitude, including, as of course, the central region of Aca-
dia. France, on the other hand, contended that its share of the
north-eastern parts of the continent and its adjoining islands,
descended to lat. 40° N. ; whence it followed, that whilst La Saus-
saye believed himself to be within the limits of New France while
at St. Sauveur, the English insisted that its site was theirs. Fol-
lowing up this pretension, Captain Argall, from Virginia, proceed-
ed to dislodge the French therefrom. He was stimulated to this
invasion by the double motive of a desire for plunder, and by his
prejudices against the French Catholics, to whom he attributed
the ruin of Poutrincourt. He appeared suddenly before the then
quite defenceless port, with a ship of 14 guns; and some show
of resistance being made, he assaulted and sacked the place with-
out mercy. Father Gilbert du Thet was killed in the attack.*
By way of legalising this act of piracy (for such it was), Argall
filched the commission granted to La Saussaye, and affected to
consider La Saussaye and his people, thus deprived of their offi-
cial voucher, as unaccredited adventurers. By degrees, however,
his harsh deportment towards them softened, and he proposed to
those among the Calvinists who could gain their living by hard
labour, to accompany him to James-town (Virginia), where, after
a year's toil, it was promised they should be restored to their
country. A dozen of such accepted his offer; the rest, including
La Saussaye and Father Massé, preferred trusting themselves to a
frail boat, in which they embarked for La Heve; where they
found a vessel of St. Malo, in which they took passage to France.
The twelve persons who had taken Argall at his word were con-
founded at being ocast into prison, and treated as pirates, upon
landing at James-townt. They demanded in vain a realisation of

* The French at that time held on to Acadia, because it covered their
fisheries ; the English coveted it because the peninsufa. lay in the road
of their encroachments. Setting apart Argall’s personal motives, he
made no scruple of thus attacking a French colony in time of peace,
founded on debatable territory, for he knew that his countrymen were
willing to solve a moot question of national rights by a preliminary
seizure,
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their capitulationwith Argall, an1 were condemned to die! Ar-
gall, thinking that matters had gone far enough, and fearing that
trouble might fall upon himself, through his abstraction of De
Saussaye’s commission, sent it to the Governor, 8ir Thomas Dale,
and confessed all. ‘

At sight of the above-mentioned document, and in consequence
of a number of the facts relating to the aspirations of France
which transpired during the inquest that followed, the Govern-
ment of Virginia resolved to drive all Frenchmen from every
point occupied by them to the southward of 45° N. lat. A .
squadron of three armed vessels was accordingly sent, under the
orders of Argall, to carry out the resolution thus adopted ; Father
Biart and the entrapped men of St. Sauveur being sent at the same
time. This Jesuit was accused afterwards, too hastily doubtless,
of now piloting his country’s encémies to Port-Royal, out of hatred
to M. Biencourt, then Governor there, with whom he had some’
misunderstandings previously, in Acadia.

The fleet began by razing to the ground all that remained of
Ste. Croix ; a bootless vengeance, seeing that it had been abandon-
ed for several years. It then stood for Port-Royal, the inhabi-
tants of which were labouring in their grounds, five miles dis-
tant. Argall set fire to the town ; as also to the fort. In two hours’
time the whole was a shapeless mass of smoking ruins. The
French, perceiving the flames, hastened to the scene of destruction
ere yet it was complete. Father Biart, trying to persuade them,
thus deprived of their all, to seek shelter with their invaders, as
their chief was a ruined man, was repulsed with indignation.
One colonist, in particular, lifted a hatchet to kill him, saying that
he was a traitor, and the cause of all the mischief.

Thus was Port-Royal thrice destroyed or devastated, through
divers evil chances. This time its perdition was complete. Many
of its late inhabitants took refuge in the woods around, with the
aborigines ; others found their way to the settlement which Cham-
plain had formed beside the river St. Lawrence. Poutrincourt,
who still lingered in Acadia, immediately returned home. Upon
his arrival, he took service in the army ; and soon afterwards was
killed at the siege of Méri-sur-Seine, which he had undertaken to
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reduce, during the seditions which accompanied the espousals of
the young king.*

Poutrincourt may be regarded as the real founder of Port-Royal,
and even of Acadia itsclf, as a French colony; for the destruc-
tion of Port-Royal did not cause the abandonment of the pro-
vince, which ceased not to be occupied, at some point or other, by
the remaining colonists ; whose number was augmented, from time
to time, by other immigrants.

The home government, while the events we have lately noticed
were in progress, took little or no heed of the colony as a national
dependency. The Queen-regent’s court was a focus of intrigues
which eventuated in a civil war, and put the independence of the
kingdom in peril.{ It was not a time for nﬂendingvto‘::e wants

of the impoverished Fremch Acadians, or for avenging ‘the mis- -

deeds of the piratical Argall. Poutrincourt, seeing the hopeless-
ness of the case, made no formal representation. of their wrongs ;
unless we take for such, a useless measure addressed to the Ad-
miralty of Guienne, against Father Biart.

The marchioness de Guercheville, however, was more active:
she despatched La Saussaye to London, to claim a fall indemnity
for the loss she had incurred through the illegal acts of the invad-
ing Virginians ; and her demands, backed by the French ambassa-
dor, were in part complied with. She now recognised, but too
late, the fault she had committed in not leaving Acadia in the
charge of Poutrincourt, as Champlain counselled ; a mistake, the
disoredit of which she indirectly imputed to Father Cotton, con-
fessor of Louis XIIL} But led away by a spurious seal, she
thought it would be unsafe to entrust a Calvinist with the diree-
tion of an establishment, the chief end of which, in her estima-
tion at least, was the propagation of the Catholic faith among the
heathen.

* The commencement of the reign of Louis XIII was signalised by in-
testine troubles, which were but indifferently appeased by the pacifica-
tion of St. Ménehould, in the year 1614.—B.

t “ The Spanish ambassador, noting the almost general anarchy pre-
vailing in France, advised his master to profit by the occasion to dis-
member the kingdom; rather than to consolidate it by the marriage of
his daughter with Louis.”—ANqQurTIL.

1 ‘“Le Pére (ﬁmon, famous for his souplesse and his intrigues,” says
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SUPPLEMENT TO OHAPTER FIRST, BOOK FIRST.

On page 103, vol. 1. of the edition of 1845, the following para-
graph followed that ending with the words......* other European
nations :""—* This conduct of France, viewed in its political as-
pect, merits not equal praise, especially in regard of the perniei-
ous sway she exercised over the moral regulations of her colonies.
In Canada, for example, from a fear of shocking the savages by
a juxtaposition of men of diverse religious creed, the government
was induced to permit none but Catholics to become settlers
among them. Thus while Catholicism was obliged to permit Pro-
?mﬁsm' to subsistat its side in the mother country, it had
orce sufficient to exclude it totally in the plantations beyond sea;
a spirit of exclusion which, antecedent to the revoeation of the
edict of Nantes, adumbrated that overturning of the system of
compromise fallen upon by Henry IV and Sully. The liberal
and somewhat republican tendencies of the Huguenot mind, made
the Protestant party always appear menacing to the crown ; while
the court viewed with a very different eye the submission of the
Catholics and the higher clergy, as hostile at the leastas the royal
power to the liberty of the masses.”

And again, page 122 of the first edition, ‘chapter i. book I.

Sl

—
Dulaul-'e, “was confessor 10 Henry IV as well as to his successor. His
influence over the former was great, though the king liked him little and
many of the king’s subjects still less.” A conceit of the time respecting
this Jesuit has come down to ours: Some one remarking that His
Majesty always desired to do right, though right was not always done
by his agents, a punster exclalmed, * Que voulez-vouz! le roi a les
oreilles bourrées tellement de Cotton.” (The royal ear is so stuffed
with Cotton, that the complaints of his people are shut out.)

In 1611, the first arrival of the Jesuits from France took place in
Acadia. Péres Biard and Masse were earliest in this field of missionary
labour. In.the Relation of the year we find the following passage :—
“ A great fruit of the mission is the confidence and friendship the Aca-
dian savages have for the French, we being so familiar with them ....
Some English coming in their way, as we once saw ourselves, they rush-
ed upon them, but success did not crown their assault. And, late in
1611, some Dutch landing to take in water, they fell upon them and
killed six with the captain. R. 1611, ch, 24.—B.
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ends with the following sentences, which have been omitted in the
last edition :—* it is very deplorable that the interest of the
colony, and that of religion, have not always been identical.
“Despite the nullity of its results in our day, we cannot but
admire such religious enthusiasm as that of Madame de Guerche-
ville, and which led her to sacrifice a part of her fortune for the
conversion of the heathen. But while rendering all the justice
due to her for a devotedness which ought to appear sublime in this
age of cold caloulation and self-seeking interestedness, the ques-
tion still recurs, why did such charitable works bear no perman-
ent fruit, or operate ultimately for the advantage of France? It
is true that, at the time indicated, men's experience had not as
yet taught them that the interest of religion itself demanded the
sacrifice of all else, for the advancement and consolidation of
the colonies ; for, these failing, either the perdition of the missions
must needs follow, or at least their after success would become
problematical in the highest degree.”
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CHAPTER IL

CANADA*

1608-1628.

M. de Monts abandons Acadia for Canada.~Foundation of Quebec.—
Conspiracy against Champlain punished.—Alliance with the Al-
gonquins, &c.~First expedition against the Iroquois.—Second expe-
dition against the same.—M. de Monts retires from Canadian affairs.—
The count de BSoissons replaces him.—Death of the latter.—~The
prince de Condé appointed lieutenant-general (viceroi) of Canada.
~Champlain forms a Society possessing a monopoly of the peltry
traffic.—Opposition made to this Bociety’s exclusive privileges.—
The prince de Oondé sells his commission to admiral de Montmo-
rency.~~Champlain's treaty with the Huron tribes.—He explores the
Outaouais (or Ottawa) river, and discovers Lake Ontario and Lake
Nipissing.~~Third expedition against the Iroquois.—Treaty of peace
with the Algonquins and other tribes.—~The duke de Ventadour
hecomes lieutenant-general of New France.~Arrival of the Jesuits
in Canada.—Champlain leaves for France.—~Cardinal de Richelieun
dissolves Champlain's company, and constitutes the asssociation
denominated “ Society of the Hundred Partners.”

The sieur de Monts, as we have seen, abandoned Acadia in 1607,
His whole attention was now turned to Canada. Two motives
impelled him to persevere .in his projects: a desire to enlarge the
French possessions in America; and a hope he cherished, of being

* The series of years printed at the head of this chnpm‘ mark the
limits of an epoch in which it may be said that Canada and its depen-
cies were refounded. The wars of France against foreign powers, and
“ the worse hostilities waged between her own sons, during most of the
previous century, had now terminated. The kingdom was prospering
under the conciliatory sway of Henry the Fourth; whose deficiencies
a8 a ruler were compensated by the administrative talents, economical
spirit, and orderly habits of his prime minister and confidant, Maximilian
de Bethune, duke of Sully. There were therefore time, inclination, and
pecuniary means ready to be employed in ameliorating the situation of the
French settlements in America; which had been allowed, through the
troubles and impoverishment of the mother country, to become almost
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able, at a future time, to reach the Pacific Ocean by a North-west
passage. The possibility or otherwise of such a desideratum being
realized,—a moot question ever since the age of Columbus, and
still an unsolved problem,—was left to our own times to settle.

After having obtained from the king (1607) a renewal of his
privileges for one year, M. de Monts appointed Champlain his
lieutenant, and along with his partners equipped. two/ vessels:
one, to triffip at Tadoussac; the other, to bear the colonists who
were to commence a settlement near the St. Lawrence.

The expedition arrived at Stadaconé (Quebec) on the third
day of July. Champlain’s people disembarked at the point of
land now occupied by the lower town of the present city of Quebeo.
They forthwith cleared a site, and erected cabins for temporary
sheltering-places.

Nature herself would seem to have formed the table-land whose
bases are bathed by the rivers St. Lawrence, Cap Rouge and St.
Charles, as the cradle, first, of a colony; next, the central point

extinctas organised dependencies. [It was, indeed, full time that the vain-
glorious title of “ New France” should be other than an empty sound ;
and from this date, the enormous territories which France claimed for
herself.and called a great colony, though still a huge wilderness merely,
should have its skirts at least trimmed with the edgings of civilisation.

M. de Monteil, in his great work, Histoire des Frangais des divers Etats,
writing of early French celdfisation, real and unreal, in North Americs,
puts the following words in'Yhe mouth of an interlocutor : “The English,
for a time, did litile more than show themselves in the western seas
and touch at various points of their ghtres. The other nations of
Europe remained mere spectstors eof what. wag goipg on. I make
an exception of the French, however; their naﬁpml pxide never yet
wouldet them play so simple a part. But still fheir seaicaptains, sent
)oﬁme scene of action—Verrazano, Cartier, Champlain, Ribou, Villega~
gnon, Laroque, and several others—did nothing or little more than
embark for America, disembark there, build a few wooden forts, leave
behind them a handful of miserable wretches (pauvres diables) snd
return to France forthwith. Nevertheless, you will find, in maps of the
time, North America parcelled out with its Terres Neuves, Canada,
Florida, &e. ' There you may see rivers with [French names, such as
American Seines, Loires, and Garonnes; nnd{new cities (on paper)
called Charles-Ville, Henri-Ville, &c. Ah! N{r geographers have
achjeved many more conquests than our captaing."—B.] ,
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of an after empire. It was not to be wondered at, therefore, that
the tact of Champlain led him at once to pitch upon this locality
as a proper head-quarters for the projectod establishment. Having
fairly set his hands to work, Champlain soon saw rise before him
a fort, of some extent and respectable strength; while several
labourers were busied in clearing contiguous land for tillage, or
in other useful and urgent works. The foundations of a town,
yet to become one of the most famous cities of the New World,
were now being laid in the presence of wondering red men of the
woods.

The etymology of the name of QUEBEC, like that of Canada, has
been the subject of much learned discussion ; but the question now
scarcely admits of a doubt: Quebec owes its name neither to the
exclamatory wonder of a Norman, struck with the peculiar features
of the site and bold scenery around it; nor yet to the patriotie
piety of another eompatriot of the founder, said to have attributed
to the locality a name dear to his recollections: in a word, Cham-
plain asserts positively that he landed at a place which the natives
ocalled Kébec, which word meant, in their language, a strait;
thus indicating the narrows between St. Lawrence and Cap Rouge,
where the great river is not more than 500 rods (verges) wide.*

Hardly had the French gained a foothold on a part of the Ca-
nadian soil and ymade beginnings to clear it, than a plot was got

* The'word Quebec, pronounced Ouabec in the Algonquin vernacular,
says Mr. Stanislas Vassal, signifies détroit, a strait. That gentleman
(whose mother was an Abenaquis), who speaks several native dialects and
has passed most of his life among the aborigines, assures us that the word is
purely Indian.—M. Malo, a missionary, in the year 1843, among the tribes
of the Gulf of St, Lawrence, also assures us that the word Kébec, in Mic-

,mac idiom, has the above signification : the rev. gentleman himself had
no doubt that the name of Quebec is of native origin, The proper
application of the word is adjectival ; viz. closed, obstructed,

(It was rather unusual, in any part of colonised North America, English
or French, to adopt native names already in use for the sites of settle-
ments. That of Quebec must have been an exception, seeing that Cham-
plain speaks so positively as above: else it were just possible that the
name of Oaudebec-sur-Seine in Normandy, carelessly pronounced, was
transferred by the settlers, many being Normans, to the new town built
near & bec de rividre, riverain promontory or bluff,—5.]
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up which menaced the settlement with ruin. The severe disci-
pline maintained by their chief, served for a pretext to Jean
Duval, a Norman locksmith, to cut him off. This man, who was
both violent and courageous, and had distinguished himself in war
against the savages of Acadia, drew in several colonists to take
part in the proposed murder of their governor. The conspirators
proposed, when he was thus disposed of, either by cord or bullet,
to pillage the stores and take refuge in Spain with ‘the booty.
Some days before the prescribed time for putting in act what had
been proposed, one of the.party, stung with remorse, confessed
everything and named his accomplices, as indeed, upon the trial,
all the others did, yet were they severally sentenced to death; but
Duval only was executed : the rest were sent as felons to France,
where the king pardoned them. The example thus made, however,
sufficed to keep down a spirit of mutiny among the colonists.*

Champlain had been invested with ample powers, executive,
legislative, and judicial—all which devolved upon his next suc-
cessors in order. These powers constituted a real despotism ;
tempered, nevertheless, with usages and formalities; but which
temperings, by degrees became less and less operative.t

The governors, as will be seen below, had no other curb put upon
their absolutism, than such as might arise out of the official advice

* Champlain ; Lescarbot.

t Thus ran the constitutive terms of * instructions” in the early gov-
ernors’ commissions :— .... in times of peace, repose, and tranquillity,
to command and govern, both by sea and land; to ordain, decide, and
cause to execute all that you shall judge ought to and can be done for
maintaining, keeping, and preserving the said places put under your
power and authority, in the forms and ways, and by the means, pre-
scribed by Our ordinances. And to enable you to carry out your views,
you are authorised to commission, constitute, and establish all offices
whatsoever, whether for affairs of war, or of justiciary and police, in the
first resort ;-and, in the second resort, to indicate and present deferred
causes before Us, so that these may be finally decided on : such letters,
titles, and requisites to be given as may be necessary. And according
as affairs occur, you shall in person, with the advice of prudent and capable
persons, prescribe—subject to Our good pleasure—all laws, statutes, and
ordinances ; in so far as they may conform to our own, in regard of such
things and concernments as are not provided for by these presents.”
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given them by a council, the members of which they nominated
themselves, and whose opinions they were not bound to carry into
practice. Such powers as we have detailed, or powers very similar
in nature and extent, were delegated to all the founders of provinces
in North America, setting aside a few exceptions in the English
colonial provinces. A despotism like this was not inconvenient at
an early stage of the progress of any colony; because, in respect of
the early French settlements at least, most of their members were
in the pay of a governor or of a company. But in proportion as
the colonies extended and became populous, they fashioned their
institutions after the model of those of the mother country of each ;
unless, indeed, taking into account differing conditions of existence,
such a pattern it was impossible to copy exactly.

Champlain found that, since the days of Jacques Cartier,
aboriginal Canada had been metamorphosed by revolutions among
its contending tribes. Stadaconé and Hochelaga existed no more ;
and it did not seem that the same native populations as those of
Cartier’s day possessed the country which had those places for
their head-quarters. Had these settlements been destroyed in
war, or had their possessors removed to other locations, better
suited for the chase or the fishery i—Colden* reports that the
Five Nations (Iroquois) once occupied the environs of Mont-Royal,
whence the Algonquins drove them, according to an accredited
tradition of these nations themselves. Revolutions of this kind
are not uncommon among savage tribes.

It is inferrible, from the silence of Cartier upon the subject,
that the wars between the Iroquois and the other savage nations
of Canada had not begun when he wrote. He speaks only of the
Toudaments, a seaboard tribe, between Acadia and Manhattan
(New York). This people traversed the Alleghanies, to ravage
parts of the Laurentian valley.

In Champlain’s time, again, the country had inhabitants yet
more barbarous than those encountered by Cartier. The tribes
now generally found manifested signs of suffering, which proved
that they were oppressed and overborne by other savages, of su-
perior courage or greater craft than themselves. In their despair

* Oolden: History of the Five Nations of Canada.
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of holding out against the latter, they eagerly sought an alliance
with the French, against the Iroquois, who occupied the forests
southward of Lake Ontario. These Iroquois were of the Huron
type of aborigines, and formed five nations in confederation. One
of these nations was divided into three tribes; bearing, severally,
the appellations of Turtles, Bears, and Wolves. The Iroquois were
mentally superior to all other native nations of North America.

Uninformed of the strength and naturg of the confederation,
and naturally anxious most to stand well with his nearest native
neighbours, Champlain accepted, perhaps rashly, the proposal
above mentioned ; which embarked the colony in wars that lasted
for more than a century. He expected that, by securing theé people
of one of the native tribes for friends, he might not only break
up the Iroquois confederation, but ultimately subdue or awe into
neutrality all other tribes disposed to be troublesome to the French,
He knew not the fagt, that alien colonists had ranged themselves
with the Iroquois, and were ready to sustain their pretensions, so
as to counterwork the polity he meant to pursue.

The Iroquois had now become the terror of all the North Ameri-
can aborigines out of their own pale. Thus when the Agniers took
arms against the tribes of New England, the cry of alarm, passing
from hill to hill, “ The Iroquois are coming!” chilled every heart,
paraly sedevery arm ; and having arrived, other native men, women,
and children were used to flee before them, as sheep from wolves.
The Iroquois, from policy, took great care to keep up this dread ;
and sought, upon every occasion, to persuade other nations that
themselves were invincible.

M. Pont-Gravé, having arrived from Europe with two vessels,
full of men, Champlain set out, with his Indian allies, to attack
the cantons. July 29, 1609, he met their forces on the borders
of the lake which bears his name. Both sides forthwith prepared
for the action, which did not take place, however, till next day.
During the intervening night, the savages beguiled the time with
dances, song, and provocative taunts launched at the native foes

before them, in the style of warriors of the heroic ages of Greece, .~

as recorded by Homer. [!] When day dawned, a body of Iroquois,
200 strong, advanced slowly, but with steady step and much con.
fidence, to the attack, headed by three chiefs, each distinguished by
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a large bunch of feathers on his head, The allies of Champlain,
who had only three of his men at hand, the rest of his people not hav-
ing come up, drew up into two separate corps, and put him forward
a8 their leader, telling the French to aim principally at the enemy’s
chiefs. The Iroquois, when within thirty steps of their foes,
stood still in wonder upon observing the unknown auxiliaries in
the van of battle. Recovering from their surprise, they answered
a flight of arrows from their adversaries with another ; but when the
French discharged their firelocks and shot dead two of the chiefs,
and mortally wounded another, the entire horde fled to the woods,
and, being hotly pursued thither by their triumphant antagonists,
several more were killed and some of them taken prisoners.

Only fifteen or sixteen of the victors were wounded in this
action, and none of them killed. They pillaged their enemies’
camp and began a hasty retreat. Evening being come, they took
one of their captives, and, first causing him to sing the native
chaunt of death, prelusive to his coming fate, they tortured him
in the modes usual with them upon such occasions. Champlain,
shocked at their barbarity, asked leave to put the wretched man
out of further pain by a quick despatch ; but this was not allowed
until the tormentors had exhausted every device of savage cruelty.

Towards autumn, Champlain returned to France. King Henry,
then at Fontainebleaun, reccived him favourably, and listened, with
much interest, to the report he gave of the state of Canada: or,
rather, as that prince now chose to call his American dependencies,
“ New France.”

But M. de Monts was unable, notwithstanding, to obtain a re-
newal of his monopoly of the peltry traffic: adverse interests
proved more potent than his credit at court could overcome. Yet
although all the means that now remained for him to rely upon
were the pecuniary resources of his partners, and the expected
profits accruing from the traffic,—despite the competition of other
parties, he dared to hope that he might still realise enough to
balance the outlay occasioned by the needs of the infant colony:
and thus confiding in his fortunes, he equipped two vessels, which
he entrusted to Champlain, who set sail for Quebeec.

The Indians, meanwhile, were impatient at the prolonged ab-

sence of the French chief, under whose orders they were eager to
Vou. I.—a
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sot out on an expedition against the once-dreaded Iroquois, but
whom they no longer feared to seek out for attack. Champlain,
nothing loth, complied with their wishes shortly after his arrival,
and took the field in pursuit of a body of Iroquois hovering about
the embouchure of the river Richelieu.

When Champlain and his allies set out in quest of their foes,
they were found nearer than was expected. The Iroquois had
intrenched themselves, hoping thereby to shelter their bodies from
the deadly action of European implements of war, such as they had
experienced the year before. They met the first assault upon
them with spirit, and successfully resisted the assailants. But at
the sedond attack, volleys of musketry again decided the con-
test; which was long and well maintained by the Iroquois, and in
which Champlain himself received a wound. Most of the defeated
party were finally cut in pieces, and all those who escaped the
tomahawk perished in a stream whither they were driven. Two
hundred Hurons arrived after the combat was over. Most of these,
having never seen a European, regarded the persons of the French,
their dress, their arms, with astonishment, without forecasting,
any more than Champlain’s allies, the destiny of the strangers now
recognised by them for the first time.

It was just after the return of Champlain from this short but
brilliant campaign, that he became apprised of king Henry's tragical
death, the news of which spread as much consternation at Quebec as
at Port-Royal. Every one appreciated the magnitude of the
country’s loss; but Champlain felt it more than all, from having
enjoyed the protection and friendship of that great prince. He
,embarked immediately for France, in order to attend personally
to the colony’s interests at head-quarters, which would likely
be jeoparded by the discussions likely to follow upon the event
which all good subjects, at home and abroad, conjoined in deplor-
ing.

The tendencies of the new government, its throwing open the
traffic in peltry lately announced, all which had already given rise
to brisk competition, forced M. de Monts to renounce his projects
entirely; and those who wished to follow them up along with
him, were fain to turn their speculative regards in other direc-
tions.
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Champlain, after having conferred with his patron at Pons,
strove to form a new company, and to put Canada under the
protection of some high personage capable of assuring the favour-
able dispositions of the Court. The influence of the marchioness
de Guercheville in the affairs of Acadia seemed to him to prove
the necessity of similar patronage in the present case. Passing
in review the likeliest individuals to meet his views among the
crowd of French princes and grandees, he pitched upon Charles
de Bourbon, Count de Soissons, as a suitable party; and
on application made, that nobleman consented, by letters dated
QOotober 1612, to succeed M. de Monts as Lieutenant-General of
(Canada, and to retain Champlain as his deputy. Scarcely were
those letters expedited, when the Count died. Champlain was
again in difficulty ; but he was promptly relieved from it by the
prince de Condé's consenting to take up the functions which had
fallen from the dying hands of De Soissons.

The commission now given to Champlain warranted him to
seize every unauthorised vessel he should find trafficking in
peltry between Quebec and the upper course of the St. Lawrence.
This was abolishing, within those limits, the freedom of trade
accorded by Henry IV. When the terms of the new commission
became known in the several ports of France, a formidable oppo-

Jition to it arose, and Champlain was put to his wits’ end to
conjure the storm. He proposed, in order to conciliate all adverse
interests, the formation of a society for colonisation and traffic, into
which every merchant whatever might rightfully enter. He de-
sired at once to assure the prosperity of the colony thereby, and to
give a certain amount of freedom to all parties engaged or intend-
ing to engage in the traffic on their own account. This compro.
mise was the most judicious measure that could be adopted, under
the circumstances ; but the merchants of La Rochelle refused to
join the association thus amended. They had been invited to
repair to Fontainebleau, to sign the articles of agreement, along
with the merchants of St. Malo and Rouen, but now refused to
come. To give the dissentients due time for re-consideration, a
third part of the shares of the new association was set aside for
their use, if claimed within an appointed time; but as soon as
that period elapsed, without such application being made, the book
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was elosed, and the whole shares were allotted to the two other
trading marts in equal moieties. Constituted to endure for eleven
years, the legality of the association was ratified by the prince de
Condé and confirmed by the King : a high sanction which, when
notified to the Rochelle merchants, caused them to repent of their
obstinacy ; because all legal trading competition was now shut out,
a result they had not anticipated. They continued, however, to
carry on a contraband traffic in opposition to the new association ;
this being all the easier because of the impossibility, in those days,
of effectually guarding the coasts and interior water-ways of so
extensive a region as Canada. Champlain, who expected great
returns from the society’s traffic, caused a site to be cleared in the
vicinity of Montreal, for erecting a fort to proteet the factory
intended to be opened in the island of4hat name. He conclhided,
at the same time, a treaty of alliance and trade with the Hurons,
a party of which nation, 200 in number, had come on a visit ; and
the chiefs gave him permission to commence a settlement in their
country, if he found its soil suitable for the purpose.

Constantly scanning the country situated near the sources of
the St. Lawrence and its chief tributaries, Champlain’s atten-
tion specially fixed itself, in 1613, on the regions of the north. An
adventurer assured him that, in company with some Algonquins,
he once arrived at a remote sea-shore, where he had seen fragments
of a wrecked English vessel. He wished to ascertain if this
report were true, which the discovery of Hudson’s Bay, in 1602,
had rendered probable enough. But, having ascended the Ottawa
nearly to its sources without coming to any sea, he retraced his
oourse.

The discovery of Lake Ontario, in 1615, was an ample compen-
sation for previous disappointments in his indefatigable explora-
tions. He was at the Sault St. Louis, when the Hurons and the
Outaouais arrived, to claim again his aid in repelling the Iroquois,
who always obstructed their path. Accordingly, he sct out for
Cahiagué, on Lake Ontario, where the allies had assembled their silviluides
forces, Ascending the Ottawa, he reached Lake Nipissing, about partios it
sixty leagues north-east of Lake Huron ; then descending south- Still a mai
ward, he reached Lake Ontario, late in July. Champlain was the e "
first European who visited the “fresh-water sea,” as he called poor m‘:ﬂ:
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Ontario ; then, as now, a huge natural mirror, but at that time
reflecting on its surface only the skirts of wild woodlands, instead
of the smiling images of flourishing cities and towns which stud its
shores at the present day.

Operations forthwith commenced; forall that was needful to reach
the Iroquois, was merely to traverse the St. Lawrence. The savages,
foreseeing what they had to expeot, were found solidly intrenched ;
and by this means they effectually resisted the assaults of their
native foes, who advanced in disorderly fashion, in spite of all the
French could do to regulate their movements. Thus repulsed,
their distrust of themselves now became as depressing, as their
oconfidence had been high before. Nought was thought of but a
retreat, and this was effected happily without loss.

Champlain, who had received two wounds in the affair, de-
manded the aid of two guides to conduct him to Montreal; this
being denied to him under different pretexts, he was obliged to
winter among the natives. But he did not pass the season
idly : making himself acquainted with the Ontarian regions around,
and visiting, in espedial, the Neutral nation, a race of natives which
kept up friendly relations with all the battling tribes around. 4

Champlain did not return to the Sault St. Louis till next June.
A report of his death had gained currency, during the interval ;
therefore great was the joy of the colonists upon his re-appearing
among them, after making discoveries which gave added celebrity
to his name.

While he was extending to the westward the limits of New
France, contestations were ceaseless in (Old France regarding the
company’s invidious privileges. In 1618, when the convocation of
Estates was sitting, the deputies from Brittany had succeeded in
persuading the council to adopt an article in their instructions
claiming free trade in peltry. Champlain, when he next revisited

/France, obtained a re-consideration of this concession, 'Which un-
~ dermined the basis of the lately formed association between the
merchants of 8t. Malo and Rouen ; and, after a hearing of all the
parties interested, the society’s monopoly was recognised as valid.
Still a majority of its members were 80 wearied out by the vexa-
tious oppositions they had to encounter, and so malcontent at the
poor returns aceruing from the speculation, that the association
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would have broken up, but for the hopeful perseverance of its
leading spirit. The founder of Quebec, by constantly recalling to
his partners’ minds considerations of personal interest, patriotism,
and honour, succeeded in maintaining the association ; upon whose
continued existence, he well knew, that of the colony itself entirely
or mainly depended. With him the latter consideration was par-
amount ; for others it was subordinate. Often did he strive to
excite th¥zeal of the/ association for extended colonisation ; the
only effect resulting bging favourable promises, never kept. How
these gentlemen understgod their obligations in this regard, soon
was made manifest. y

Thus when Champlain was prep?riv(\)n to return to America with
his family, a majority of the society” S | to deprive him of the
Government of Canada, and give Mto a more manageable man, one
less addicted to colonising ; a veil being drawn over this unworthy
supersession, by the plausible pretext put forward, that he might be
most usefully employed in explorations and in treating with the
native tribes, for the benefit of the company and for national
good. Pont-Gravé, a man whose only thought was the extension
of traffic, was the party thought of to succeed Champlain, if the
latter were superseded. Opinions on the whole subject, however,
were divided : warm discussions arose ; and the affair being brought
under the consideration of the King’s Council, a royal decree was
passed, in 1619, confirming Champlain as acting governor of
New France. But he was not able, even then, to set out for
Canada, to resume his suspended functions, till next year. Tt
was about this time that the prince de Condé, who had been im-
prisoned during the late seditions of the French nobles, was set
at liberty ; whereupon he ceded the lieutenant-generalship (vice-
regality) of Canada, with which he had been invested in 1612,
to admiral de Montmorency, for 11,000 crowns: a transaction
proving sufficiently that such an honorary title was alteady of
some value to the possessor. Champlain was confirmed, by the
new titular, in all his former functions; and M. Dolu, a chief offi-
cer in the Chancery of France, was appointed home agent for the
colony ; in the affairs of which M. de Montmorency now took a
warmer interest than ever did his predecessor. The dissentient
partners, still dissatisfied, attempted to associate another governing
chief with Champlain ; but the King rejected this proposal.
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Having reached Quebec, he laid the foundations of a govern-
ment-house, since known as the castle of St. Louis, on the symmit
of the Cape; abuilding become famous as the residency’of the
successive governors of Canada, down to the year 1834,(when it
was entirely destroyed by fire. All their official acts were dated
from this vice-regal dwelling, which has never been rebuilt.* '

The Recollet Friars  had already, by royal permission, begun
to erect a convefit on the banks of the river St. Charles, although the
whole population of Quebec, including those monks, did not exceed
fifty souls. But such was the devotional spirit of the time, that
different monastic, orders ﬁvere enabled, through the liberality of

The foundation-stone of the Recollet convent
chapel was laid in 168(. " Six years before, Recollets«of the Pro-
vince of Paris had beeri yited to Canada by several parties, but
chiefly by the association who™feared the presence of Jesuits in the
colony. Four of the body arrived in 1615. They visited the
Hurons, along with Champlain ; and one of them went, next year,
amongst the Neutral tribe. An Indian whom they sent to France,

was well educated in Calleville college. In 1618, Pope Paul IV
accorded,/at the instance of the French ambassador, the charge of
missions in Canada to the Recollets of Paris, Several of these

* Its name, however, is still given to a building, erected late in the
18th century, as an appurtenance to the castle, and which the confla-
gration spared.

t The Recollets exchanged some lands they possessed for others,
belonging to M. Hebert, beside the river St. Charles; a stream so
named because M. de Ramsay, grand-vicar of Pontoise, wished, if pro-
longed life permitted, to found a Seminary on its banks, in honour of
that Saint, for the instruction of savages.

[RecoLLrrs : Friars Minor of the;?'é observance, order of St.
Francis, They originated in Spaia.Htpbduced to Italy in 1525, they
were there called gli Reformati; an@ invited to France, in 1592, by
Louis de Gonzague, duc de Nevers, he first established them in the
convent des Recollets: its name thenceforward distinguished this
branch of the order of Franciscan friars. Protected by Henry IV,
Louis XIII, and Louis XIV, they spread all over France. John of Zumar-
raga, first Bishop of Mexico, was & Recollet. Dict. des Dates.—B.]
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religious’men lived and died among the natives; and father Nicolas
Viel, a very learned Recollet, was drowned by the Huron savages.

These frinrs were the only missionaries in the colony till 1624.
In that year, Father Irensetis Le Piatgave an invitation thither to a
few Jesuits. They associated merchants at first would not sanction
the proceeding. They set out for Canada notwithstanding ; but
when they reached Quebeo, they were not permitted to land till
the Recollets should find a permanent asylum in the infant city.*

In the sequel, the Recollets sold their convent, to which they
had given the qualification of ‘“ Notre-Dame-des- Anges.” It became
an hospital. Louis XIV gave them, in 1681, the locality where
was once the Seneschalsea of Quebec, facing the castle of St.
Louis, for the site of an hospitium.

As the Recollets were the earliest missionaries known to Canada,
so were they the first to disappear from it. What arrested the
attention of foreign visitors in an early time, was the number of
conventual institutions; whereas, in the Anglo-American pro-
vinces, it was chiefly industrial establishments which first caught
the stranger’s eye: a characteristic difference, significant of the
diverse character of the two races. While our forefathers were
erecting monasteries, the early settlers of Massachusetts were
constructing floating erections to be borne, on the wings of the
wind, for trading purposes, to the ends of the earth. {

* Authority : Documents collected in France, by M. G. B. A. Ferland,
priest in the archdiocese of Quebec.

t Father Denis, Jean Dolbeau, Joseph Le Carron (who had been
almoner of the King when Dauphin, also to the Duke of Orleans), and
brother Pacifique Duplessis, came to Canada in 1615; Fathers Huet
and Modeste in 1618.

1 The material aspect of the towns of olden France was, in those times,
quite as ecclesiastical as those of New France. Two-fifths of the entire
superficies of Paris were covered with religious establishments or their

dependencies : Dunaure, And in the  Mémoires sur le Canada, depuis \
1749 jusqu'd 1760,” published under the direction of the Literary and

Historical Society of Quebec, we find the following incidenial notice o

the state of the city of Montreal just 100 years ago: * This city has,
properly speaking, but two considerable streets. The domaine of the Sul-
picians,and that of the Jesuits, occupy, each of them, a very large space
of ground. There are, besides, the convent of the Recollets, that of

.
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In 13321, the inhabitants and chief functionaries made a formal
app]ica/tion to the home gdvernment for aid. Father George
Lebaillif bore their petition to, France.* About the same time,
Champlaip promulgated several ordinances for securing the main-
tenance of order in the colony: the collection forming a kind of
code, the first that‘Canada possessed; a tract, of which no copy
remains.f By this time, some of the colonists managed to live
upon the produce of .their own lands. The Héberts and the
Couillards were among the earliest cultivators whose names appear
in our annals as such. Louis Hébert brought hi& family to Ca-
nada in 1617. He was an apothecary, and he first settled in
Acadia. He cleared a portion of the ground on which upper
Quebec now stands. Not till 1628, was the arable ground tilled
otherwise than by hand : at that time, bulfggks began to be em-
ployed. In fact, the attention of French colonists was almost en-
tirely taken up by the peltry traffic. The four principal fur-
factories were at Tadoussac, Quebec, ‘' Trois-Riviéres, and the
Sault St. Louis.

The native races of the country became weary, at length,

the Hospitaliéres, and that of the Sisters of the Congregation. Out of
the ¢ity bounds there is still another convent, into which are received
insane and infirm persons.”—B,

* In a yearly Relation of the Canadian Jesuits, printed about this
time, their superintendent at Quebec thus delivered himself on the sub-
ject of suitable and unsuitable modes of dealing with territorial appor-
tionments in the colony:—‘ .... and for the conversion, &c., of the
natives, an Indian colony (peuplade) of converts should be formed,
with due means of support;” adding, that ‘it is'a great folly to lay out
baronies and I know not what great fiefs besides, for parties able to
expend npon their holdings no more than 3000 or 4000 crowns (£150 or
£200 sterling) for example ; saved from the wreck of their fortunes in
France. Such vain personages are not even ‘one-eyed leaders of the
blind,’ but entirely blind, walking themselves and leading others into
the slough of despond (fosse de misére): and it will fall out, that, in
place of founding a respectable manor (chdteau chrétien), they shall
get up a nest of robbers (brigands), a receptacle of gallows-birds, a house
of iniquity,”——Vol. L. ¢h. ix. 20.—B.

t This is not to be wondered at, seeing that the art of printing was
not called into exercise (mirabile dictu!) in Canada during any pa.rt of
the time of French oceupation.—B.
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of the internecine hostilities they had constantly waged, according
to their own report, for more than fifty previous years. A nughber
of the tribes agreed to a truce about the time now under our notice ;
this led to a “ solemn treaty of peace,” which was ratifitd in 1822.

The influx of Europeans influenced decisively the mutual
relations of the tribes of ghorigines with whom' intercourse was"
maintainéd, or hostilitijc/ ﬁed on.

Previously, it seeme be the destiny of the proud Iroquois
to acquire the domination of all the Laurentian territories, and
the Atlantic seaboard regions. The French, by resisting them
and protecting their adversaries, suddenly stopped the former in
their career of conquest, temporarily exalted the latter, and finally
subdued both, or reduced each to succumb before the mastering
foree of civilisation, to which their brute force and cautelous stra-
tegy were occasionally made subservient.

While the savages of Canada were thus coming to terms of pa-
cification, the directors and shareholders of the society whose
agents trafficked with them for their peltries, were carrying on a
war against each other or the government, and sometimes each
against all the rest.

Towards the year 1620, Thomas Porée’s company, composed of
citizens of Rouen and townsmen of St. Malo, invested with char-
tered privileges ceasing in 1624, were pleading in the courts
against admiral de Montmorency, the Recollet friar George Delahay,
deputy from Canada, Guillaume de Ca.er‘ and others of the admi-
ral’s society. Till a decision could be come to, the king, in 1621,
permitted the members of the contending associations to carry
on the peltry traffic concurrently. But, in 1622, a royal edict
ruled that the Montmorency company only should subsist; con-
ditioned, however, that all the king's trading subjects who chose
had the option to join it within the year. It was further ordained,
that an indemnity of 10,000 livres should be paid to Porée’s com-
pany, for thns abridging the duration of the chartered time, as
well as to compensate for its outlay at Quebec. This conclusion
arrived at, Porée and a co-associate of his took the * ten-twelfths "’
of the Montmorency company: a measure which promised, by
re-upiting the merchants in one firm, to terminate all dissension ;

but(the admiral, wearied out by the troubles his titular governor-
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ship had called down upon him, ceded his functions, about the
year 1625, for' a pecuniary consideration, to his nephew Henry de
Lévy, duke of Ventadour.

The latter nobleman, disgusted with the world, had entered a
monkish order, intending to pass the rest of his days in religious
exercives. His primary aim, therefore, was to make his office
helpful rather to the conversion of the heathen of Canada, than to
the advancement of its material interests as a colony of France.
Accordingly, missionary progress absorbed his whole attention
from first to last. During the first year of his gubernatorial sway,
he sent out to Quebec, at his own cost, five Jesuits; among whom
were fathers Lallemant, Breboeuf, and M asse.—Champlain, mean-
while, attentive to his secular duties, watched over the colony as
a protecting angel; and if he was not able to secure for it pro-
gressive stability, he at least saved it from falling into~a decline.
Becoming impatient, however, at the habitual indifference for its
material interests manifested by the members of the society, he
entered a formal accusation against them, addressed to the new
lieutenant-general, depicting in lively colours their neglect of a
country which only wanted a very moderate amount of aid to
become a flourishing possession. His complaints, regarded or
not by him to whom they were addressed, reached the ear of the
Cardinal-duke de Richelieu, lately (1624) become master of the
destinies of France.

This potent minister lent his attention the more readily to the
patriotic representations of Champlaig), that one of the great ideas
which ever occupied his mind was to endow the kingdom with a
formidable navy; and a3 a means for realizing this object, he
knew that the possession of thriving colonies would be especially
helpful. In place, therefore, of prematurely constructing, at great
cost, war-ships half-manned, he began by improving the royal sea-
ports and encouraging maritime trade as a nursery for sailors.
He took the title himself of head superintendent of the possessions
of France beyond sea, in order to encourage all French colonists
through the influence of his name as their protector; but unfor-
tunately, his attention (takeﬁ up with the eritical relations then sub-
sisting between France and other European states, also by intestine
troubles, civil and religious) did not give him leisure, or else finan-
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cial means were wanting, to enable him to lay the broad foundations
of such a colonial system as he at first projected—or founding
either self-sustaining establishments, or such as, if requiring partial
aid’ from: the mother country for a time, would in the end augment
her power and enhance her relative importanee among the nations.

By a deep practical descent from his first expressed aspirations,
Richelieu virtually consigned the prosecution, of French colonial
trade and government alike, to the charge of private associations ;
reserving for the crown, in return for its mominal protection,
certain royal dues, to be charged on the ascertained amount of the
pecuniary returns of privileged traffic.

In 1625, Richelieu conceded to a trading body, the St. Chris-
topher Association, the island of that name, the first that was
colonised by France in the archipelago of the Mexican seas. He
similarly dealt with the interests of New France. Thus did the
French colonies fall, by degrees, under the sway of the monopolists
who undertook to people them.

Nevertheless, paying some sympathising attention to the eom-
plaints of Champlain, as we have said, the cardinal, in the present
case; willing at least to neutralise the vices of the existing system,
intimated a desire that a renovated agsociation sheuld be formed,
stronger in numbers, and possessed of sufficient eapital to be in a
condition to defray the cost of an extended emigration, and to
face war charges, should hostilities with the conterminous colonists
of rival nations at any time occur. But, at the same time,
trading interests—in plainer words, an avidity for gain—lay at the
root of any project of colonisation in eonjunction with traffic ; and
a regard for personal considerations is ever ready to supersede all
others. Although aware of all this, yet the cardinal fondly ima-
gined he should suoceed in exalting the views of the directors of
great trading associations by investing them with an authorityalmost
royal. With respect to French America, and in order to put an
end to the trouhles which had so eften interrupted the progress of
Oanada’s well-bfing in particular, he decided that he would establish
an undivided regality in the possessions of New France; con-
vinced as he ever was of the importance of the unity of power and
action. He therefore now organised a new Gallo-Canadian society
of traders and colonisers, under the appellation of the “ Company
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of the Hundred Partners;” and conceded to its members col-
lectively, in perpetuity, the vice-royalty of New France and Flo-
rida: to the crown being reserved sovereign homage, and the
nomination of the higher functionaries of the colonial supreme
courts, Thus, in the year 1628, did Canada pass, once more,
from a royal to a commercial regime ; a system which was the proto-
type of those potent politico-commereial establishments founded
by Europeans in the East, the accounts of the progress and pro-
ceedings of which fill so many chapters in the volumes of modern
history.




CHAPTER III.

iNEW FRANCE, TILL THE PEACE OF ST. GERMAIN-EN-LAYE.

N\ 1613-1632.

s
Reflections on political and religious persecutions, as urgent causes of
emigrations, with examples adduced.—The Huguenots formally ex-
cluded from New France.—Great things expected from the newly
constituted Society.—It sends a considerable armament.to Quebec,
under Roquemont.—Historical Notices of Acadia.—Sir William
Alexander obtains a grant of its territory from James I, King of Eng-
land, by whom part of the peninsulais called Nova Scotia. A
British colonial expedition, sent thither, returns without disem-
barking.—Creation of a new ordéf of titled men originally
called baronets of Nova Scotia.—War between France and Britain.
Kertk advances against Quebec, but soon abandons the enterprise.
—Meeting the squadron of Roquemont, he captures it.—Quebec, re-
duced to famine thereby, surrenders next year; humanity of its
captors.—Cape Breton, taken by Kertk, is retaken by Captain Da-
niel.—Chevalier de La Tour attacks Fort Cape Sable, but is repulsed.
—8ir Wm. Alexander cedes'all Nova Scotia except Port-Royal.—
The French and English jointly occupy Acadia.—Treaty of St.
Germain-en-Laye.

“ If we fail,” says Lescarbot, speaking of colonising, * we must
attribute it partly to ourselves who are located in too goodly a
land to wish to leave it, and need be in no fear of finding a sub-
sistence therein,”” The French are reproached for not emigrating ;
for allowing themselves to be dominated by the charmg of society
and the household ; for refusing, in a word, to ameliorate their
condition, because the abandonment of their country causes them
too much regret. But this feeling is common to all men, even to
semi-nomadic races. “ Shall we say,” replied the chief of an Ameri-
can horde (peuplade) whose grounds were wanted—* Shall we
say to the bones of our fathers, rise up and walk?”” The thought
of leaying one'’s native land is afflicting. None but the most
urgent motives can impel one to such a resolve. Accordingly,
when we closely scan the annals of those emigrations which have
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signalized each period, on one point or other of the globe, we ever
find that they have been caused by some stern necessity ; such as
a famine, war, oppressidij or conquest.

Ages ago, the Ifish aqd‘ Scots left their country in great num-
bers. From the year 1620 onward, the latter, to evade their con-
querors, emigrated to Poland, to Sweden, to Russia. Their con-
querors themselves, who felt the heavy hand of the Normans even
in the 14th century, and who, afterwards plunged into the vortex
of revolutions, did not escape from that imfluence, when they
viewed the social heights (sommités) of their country occupied
by men of the race under whom their forefathers had suffered so
many wrongs. 'The English, pursued by this sentiment, quitted
their country, in turn, to found in America the colonies which
now form the republic of the United States.

We have already expounded the motives which caused the for-
mation of the Company of the Hundred Associators. In being
charged with the government of Canada and Florida, this com-
pany obtained the right, during fifteen years to run, of protecting
and ruling those countries at their will; of declaring peace or
war within their limits, and of t ding, hunting, and fishing on all
lands and in all waters, without brooking any competition whatever.
There was one exception, however, to this monopoly of privileges,
viz., the deep-sea fishing for cod, and the pursuit of the whale.
As for the monopoly of the peltry traffic, that boon was assured
to the company, by its new charter, in perpetuity.

Furthermore, the King made a present to the society of two
stout ships, and conferred on twelve of its chief members patents
of nobility. He also urged several persons of gentle blood, and
clergymen, to join it as members. The company were allowed to
transmit and to receive every species of merchandise without
paying dues. The exercise of a state handicraft for six yearsdn
the colony, entitled any one, on returning to France, to untaxed

trading franchises in all its cities, towns, and seaports. As a -

crowning privilege, free entry was given to all articles manufac-
tured in Canada, and exported to the mother country. This
invidious privilege bore hard upon the French producer, aggrieved
.88 he was by endless fiscal exactions, and crippled in every way
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by municipal and other impositions, to an extent hardly eonceiv-

able at the present day.*

In return for so many coneessions in its favour, the company,

4 which possessed a fund of 100,000 crowns only, engaged to send

to Canada, commencing in"T1628;-the first year of its monopoly,

200 or 300 artisans of the more useful callings, and afterwards

4000 colonists, of each sex,| during the remainder of the fifteen

years the charter was to be in force. These persons the society

was tq supsist for three years, and afterwards to distribute them
upon cleared lands, supplying them with seed-grain suffiety

a first crop. Hvery colonist was to be of French b

catholic. The cardi.al-minist?, marshal d’Effiat, comy

Razili, and Samuel Champlain*were members ‘of the dg

) and the settlers were nobles, chief merchants, or burgesses

stance in the principal cities ahd trading marts of France.
An association thus compdgged, endowed with unexampled pri-
vileges, invested with almost sqvereign power, and having the leader

of the state for its head, gaye great assurance of stability, an

seemed to seoure‘in advance supcess to all its gperations. Its first

gét, in order of time, was to sugeour the people of Quebee, then me-

naced with famine. Several vgssels were forthwith -equipped, extra-

- victualled, and put under th¢ orders of Roquemont, one of the asso-
ciators. A number of fawilies and artisans took passage for Ca-
nada in these vessels, which set forth in 1628, but wef fated
never to reach their destination. 3

Before explaining how this happened, it may be convenient to
give a few preliminary details as to the relations between France
and Britain at this time. After Argall destroyed Port-Royal, the
English quitted Acadia, In 1621, Sir William Alexander (after-
wards better known as Earl of Stirling) obtained a grant of the :
provinee from James I, King of England, intending there to found
a settlement of Scots colonists. The terms and the documents of

|-

* See the astounding details, all well authenticated, regarding this
matter given in * I'Histoire des Frangais des divers Etats, par A. A.
de Monteil, siécle 17,” passim.—B.

t Oharlevoix and Raynal say 16,000; but the charter testifies the
number stipulaw(} to have been as above,
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tory east of line drgwn from the river Ste. Croix to the St. Law-
rence, in the \directign of .the north. This region received the
name of J\lm Scotia,” or New Scotland. But what amount of
territory the| appellation was meant to cover.was never properly
asceptgjrted during the, followingzgimes: the English afterwards
cpritending that Nova Ncotia and Acadia were one; the French
ntaining that Acadia\was a separate part of the pdninsula,
distinet limits, forminX a portion of New France.
eaptime (1622) Alexanddr embarked a body of emigrants to
beGin 4 settlement with; but they arrived so late in the year, that
tHcy were obliged to winter in [Newfoundland. In spring, 1623,
they set sail again, touched at Cape Breton, coasted Acadia, visit-
ing some of its havens, and at lpngth reached Cape Sable. There
finding the French in full possession of the place, they turned
helm and sailed back to Britain ;\on their arrival, giving a glowing
account of the beauty and fertility of the entire country. Neither
this year nor the next was any farther attempt made. James I
dying in 1625, Alexander appli¢d to his successor Charles I for a
confirmation of his rights, @ich was granted. The late king,
who had, in 1611, establishéd a minor order of British nobility
called baronets, designed, towards the close of his life, to confer
that title on as many persons as could purchase it and form
estates in the new colony of Nova Scotia. After the return of
the emigrants in 1623, nothing was done in the matter till Charles
ascended the throne. When that king,in 1628, granted to Alex-
ander a charter of “ the lordship of Canadh,” he granted certain
tracts of land in Acadia to various personsYwho were to be called,
to distinguish them from English and Irish\members of the pre-
existing baronetage, ‘‘ baronets of Nova Seotia.”*
At this time, intestine war between Catholics and Huguerots
was raging in France., La Rochelle, the last bulwark of the latter,
being closely besieged, an English fleet, commanded by the pre-

concession defiped Ali:ander’s lordship a8 including all the terri-

* The translator is answerable for all the above particulars regud'mg
the origin of * baronets of Nova Scotia,” suhstituted for those given b&
M. Garneau on this point and others immediately following, which™\
are either quite incorrect, or at best inexact.—B.

Vou. I.—H
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sumptuous yet incapable Villiers, duke of Buckingham, was sent
for their intended relief. The ill-managed attempt utterly failed :
Cardinal Richelien took La Rochelle, and the position of Pro-
testantism in France became one of abjection. Stung by his defeat,
rather than moved by patriotic feelings or by regard for the cause
of religious freedom, Buckingham persuaded his master to declare
war against Louis XIII. Hostilities between their subjects, forth-
with begun in Europe, soon extended to those of America. A
fleet of war-vessels was equipped in England to invade the settle-
ments of New France, and in particular to attack Quebec. One of
the ships was commanded by David Kertk, a master mariner of
Dieppe, and another by Captain Michel, both being French Pro-
testants. In midsummer 1628, the English ships reached the gulf
of 8t. Lawrence, where they captured several French vessels, en-
gaged in the fisheries and peltry traffic. Kertk, arriving at
Tadousac, wrote a very civil letter, dated July 8, to Champlain,
admonishing him, that as famine reigned in Quebec, and no sup-
plies could reach it by sea, the entry of the St. Lawrence being
blockaded by the English fleet, it were best™¥oi=all parties that the
place should be yielded on favourable terms being accorded.
Champlain, judging from the distance between him and Kertk,
that the latter was not so ready to put his threats in execution as
he announced, sent a defiant reply to the summons; although,
had Kertk acted at once, rather than lost time in parley, he might
have attained his object easily; for the garrison of Quebec was
then in helpless extremity. In order to disguise the nakedness
of the land, the wily governor ostentatiously feasted the impressed
Basques whom Kertk sent to deliver his minatory missive : although
the inhabitants then had no resources whatever, and lived upon seven
ounces of bread per head daily, served from the government
stores ; the latter containing, at this time, not more than 50 Ibs.
of gunpowder. When the messengers returned to Kertk with
Champlain’s letter, and answered the questions that were probably
put to them, that officer, distrusting the reports he had previously
received of the state of Quebee, destroyed all the vessels he had
at Tadousac, and returned to the lower Laurentian waters.
Shortly afterwards, Roquemont arrived in the gulf, and was
erroneously informed, as he entered it, by natives whom he met,
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that Quebec had been taken by the English. Doubting the evil
news, however, peace having been re-established when he left, he
despatched eleven of his men, in a light vessel, to Quebec, for
more reliable information, Searcely had this bark set out, than
the people in her sighted six vessels bearing English colours ; and
next day, they heard a brisk cannonade. It proceeded from the
guns of Kertk's and Roquemont’s ships, then in close action.
The latter had been chased, and were easily captured after a short
opposition ; they were, in fact, almost unmanageable in fight,
being loaded to the gunwale with supplies, and necessarily crowded
with unwarlike passengers. It appeared that Roquemont rather
sought than avoided thjs irreparable calamity, for such it proved,/
a8 being the real mediate cause of the surrender of Quebeq| /
although that untoward event did not take place till next year. {

The governor, having had his mind prepared for the intglli-
gence brought him of the capture of Roquemont’s ships by wh:r he
already knew, bore the shock with his acoustomed equanimity,
and set about making the means of subsistence still left go as far
as possible. Unfortunately, the year's returns from the small
patches of land under cultivation proved unwontedly scanty. He
despatched agents to buy as much provisions from the natives as
they were willing to part with; and sent a number of others to
winter with the Indians, so that there would be fewer mouths to
consume the almost exhausted government stores.

\ After every precaution taken, however, the suffering from priva-
tion by the inhabitants of Quebec, during the following five or six
months, must have been very great ; for it is recorded that no sooner
had the snow disappeared from the ground, than numbers of those
whom want had not quite prostrated, went forth to the contiguous
wilderness, to search for roots, &ec., to keep life in their own bodies
or in those of their families.

In the midst of this distress, Champlain seemed to rise superior
to evil fate. Personally, he set the example of patience under extreme
privation, while he gave encouraging assurances, which he could
hardly have put trust in himself, that plenty would soon return ; as
doubtless vessels, freighted with abundant supplies, would soon
arrive from France. But days, weeks, months, glided on, and
they came not. The season of starvation continued through part
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of the spring, with nearly as much suffering as in the previous
winter, and was now being prolonged during the first months of
summer. Kvery wood, for many leagues round the oity, having been
thoroughly ransacked for petty edibles, the sufferers had become
utterly despondent, when all were roused into glad expeotation on
hearing that three inward-bound vessels were near, and had
been signaled behind Pointe-Lévi. The joy at their presence
was short-lived. They were Knglish ships of war, commanded by
Louis and Thomas Kertk, sent on by the admiral their brother ;
who sailed from England with a second expedition, but had
tarried at Tadousac with a larger number of vessels, No thought
was entertained now in the mind of any one, but to give up the
city, on the most favourable conditions that its foes would be per-
suaded to concede. They entered its gates, and took possession
on the twenty-ninth day of July, 1629. Louis Kertk, who in-
stalled himself as English governor, treated the citizens with kind-
ness—and, it may be presumed, supplied the more pressing
bodily wants of the people whose ruler he had become. However
this may be, it is certain that a majority of the colonists concluded
to remain in the country.

It was to be kept in view, also, that the taking of Quebeo did not
necessarily include the loss of New France, for several places in
Acadia were at this time occupied by the French: and the island
of Cape-Breton, suddenly lost for a moment, was almost as soon to
be recovered ; as we shall have occasion to narrate presently.

Thomas Kertk, accompanied by Ohamplain, passed to Tadou-
sao, there to take passage for Kurope. In the descent of the
St. Lawrence, they met M. de Caén, then steering towards Que-
beo a ship londed with provisions. Thomas Kertk attacked and
captured it after an obstinate resistance. Champlain embarked
for England, where, having arrived, he repaired to London, and
reported to the French ambassador there resident what had lately
taken place in Canada; urging upon him the propriety of de-
manding the restitution of Quebe, its capture having been effected
two months after the termination of the short war between the two
nations. In fact, but for the understanding that no further hos-
tilities would be tolerated, on either side, the city would have been
re-inforoed before the recent inroad of the Kertks, as the directors
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of the Company had given orders that transports bound for
'Onnada should rendezvous at Brouage or La Rochelle, and take
eonvoy under commander de Razilli, whose duty it would be to
esoort them in safety to Quebee. Peacs, however, having been
proclaimed, this arrangement was countermanded, the royal ships
being rooulled to exaot satisfaction for some wrong inflieted on
French subjects by the Bultan of Morocso. Forty days were lost
While this change was impending ; and Raszilli not appearing, the
Company's vessels set out, in the month of June, for America,
under the convoy of Captain Daniel. Arrived in American
waters, Daniol's ship was soparated from De Cadn’s vessels by a
tempest when near Newfoundland; and shortly afterwards he was
met by an English armed vessel, which prepared to attack him,
but the captain of the latter, on a near view noting the formi-
dable look of Daniel’s ship, which carried 16 guns, would gladly
have sheered off; but the meditated flight was prevented, and his
vessel bécame a prige to the French.

After this capture, oaptain Daniel, instead of secking out the
Company’s transports, which, he concluded, would by this time
have reached their port, changed his course and stéered for the
Grand-Oibou, on the eastdrn const of Cape-Breton, expecting to
obtain news from Quebee. There he learned that Lord James
Stuart, with three armed vessels, had taken possession, two months
previously, of a fishing-buss from St. Jean-de-Luz; that he had
sent this vessel, along with two of his own, to Port-Royal ; and
that his lordship, in the remaining ship, had gone to Port-aux-
Baleines, and there ereoted a fort, pretending that Cape-Breton
belonged to England. Thus apprised, Daniel decided on capturing
Stuart’s fort, and do whatever else were expedient for maintaining
French supremacy in the island. He arrived before the strong-
hold in September, and, immediately landing 53 of his men well
armed, proceeded to scale the works. The struggle was both
violent and prolonged ; but in spite of the courage displayed by its
defenders, the place was eaptured, and several of the garrison,
along with its chief, taken prisoners,

Daniel razed this fort entirely; but proceeded to construct
another, at the entry of the river Grand-Cibou, armed with eight
guns, and garrisoned by 38 men. Leaving here also Fathers
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Vimont and Vieuxpont, he set sail to Franoe. Ha ng reached
the English shores, he landed 42 of his prisoners aff Falmouth,
and bore the rest, 21 in number, including Lord Jamgs Stuars, to
Dieppe.*

Whilst Kortk was taking Quebeo, and his licutenynt losing
Cape-Breton, the French located in the southern region df Aoadia
were engaged in repelling the attacks made by two vessels of war
commanded by Claude de la Tour, a French Protestant/who had
lately taken service in the royal navy of England, This enterpris.
ing man, owner of a large fortune, had been taken pristner in one
of Roquemont’s vessels and carried to London, where he was well
received at Court. While in England, he married one of the
maids of honour to the Queen,t and was oreated a baronet of

sva Sootia. Having thereby obtained a concession of territory
3!\ speoies of fief, in that province, situated near 8t. John's river,

fo made an arrangement with Sir William Alexander to found a

( settloment there, with immigrants from Scotland, The ungrate-
ful-duty also devolved upon him, meanwhile, of attempting to
bring his own son under submission ; the latter, true to his coun-
ry's cause, being in command of a Fronch fort at the Cape de
Sable.}

In order to bring this about, two English ships-of-war were put
under his orders, with which he set sail, acoompanied by his youth-
ful spouse.  Arrived at his destination, he demanded an interview
of his son; which being granted, he vaunted the flattering recep-
tion he had met with in England, and the honours that had been cen-

ferred on him by its King. He then promised that similar dis-
tinctions and advantages to those himself enjoyed would be extended
to young La Tour, if he would continue in command of the fort,

* Ohamplain : Memoir appended to the edition of 1632, Oaptain
Stuart's ship probably made part of the fleet of admiral Kertk, who,
according to the report of Haliburton, subdued Oape-Breton without
resistance, and built a fort in the island, before ascending the St.
Lawrence.

t Henrietta-Maria, youngest daughter of Henry IV and Mary de
Medicis.—B.

t La Tour, junior, in a memorial (placet) presented to Louis XIII, in
the year 1627, had asked for & command in Acadia. How well worthy
he was of the charge, we need not say.—B,
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but hold it as an English not as a French possession, with the rank
and title of a knight, which he now had in charge to aecord. The
young man made this noble reply : “ If those who sent you on
this errand think me capable of betraying my country, even at the
solicitation of o parent, thoy have greatly mistaken me, I am
not disposed to purchase the honours now offered me by commit

ting a crime. I do not undervalue the proffer now made me by
the King of England : but the prince in whose service I am is
quite able to roeward me ; and whether he do so or not, the inward
consoiousness of my fidelity to him will be in itself a recompense to
me. The King of France has confided the defence of this place
to me ; and I shall maintain it, if attacked, till my latest breath.”
After this repulse, the father retired to his ship ; but did not desist
from further attempts to shake the faithfulness of the young man.
Heo addressed to him o letter written in the most pressing terms,
and couched in a tender strain, appealing to his filial regard. But
this letter had not the desired effect. Menaces followed ; still they
had no result. He then disembarked his soldiers and a body of
armed seamen, and tried to carry the fort by a brisk assault, His
men were repulsed ; and several other attempts, of the like kind,
during two days, were equally unsuccessful, His people, provoked
at his obstinacy, refused to answer his call upon them for
further efforts to take the place; and he had perforce to give up
what he rashly undertook to do, retiring humiliated even less by
the defeat itself, than by the reflection that he had sustained it in a
contest with his mother country and with his own flesh and blood

Not daring or caring to re-appear either in France or England, La
Tour remained in Acadia with his English lady, who was willing to
share his evil fortunes. The son, judging it improper ever to
admit him into the fort, yet pitying him still, caused 1o be erected
in its vicinage a small but well-furnished house, wherein he dwelt
for several years, It was in this dwelling he was visited by M.
Denis, author of the * Description des Cotes de I’ Amérique,” i
1635,

The invasion of Canada by the English, in time of peace, at
first made a considerable sensation in Paris, because the honour of
the nation seemed to have been affected by the proceeding; but,
when the question was debated in the council of state, whether
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the restitution of Quebec should be insisted on, opinions were
divided. It was urged, by some of the king's advisers, that the
possession of a rock amid a wilderness was not worth contending for ;
that even the country, for which it served as a capital, was almost
uninhabitable from the rigor of the climate; that it was too vast
to be properly peopled without draining France of its inhabitants;
and if scantily peopled, of what value wasit? The colonies held
by Portugal in South America and India, it was observed,
had been sources of weakness rather than of strength to that king-
dom; Spain had visibly declined in importance since she had
been deprived of so many of her most enterprising subjects by the
constant drain of men for the Americas. Lastly, it was urged,
by the same councillors, that although Charles V had the resources
of the German empire, those of the kingdom of Spain, of the Low
Countries, ahd of the Western Iidies, at his command; yet
Francis the First, monarch of a kingdom comparatively of small
extent, and having scarcely any colonies, was able to make head-
against him, and, when dying, leave to his successors a kingdom at
least as extensive as he found it.  “ Let us endeavour, then, rather
to improve Old France, than strive to found a New France in the
most unpromising regions of the West.” Thus reasoned the ‘ par-
tisang of abandonment.”*

Those who argued in an opposite sense, maintained that the Ca-
nadian climate, if subject to vicissitudes of heat and cold, was
salubrious; that the soil was fertile, and the country, if properly
cultivated, capable of supplying; in abundance, all the necessaries
of life; and, adverting to the decline of the Spanish monarchy,
they intimated that the injudicious expulsion of the Moorish race
was a primary cause of the evil. They reminded their adversaries,
that the drain of men from France for America was, as yet, almost
vominal ; that the few soldiers hitherto sent out yeatly were
mostly invalids. Then the produce drawn from French America
was really considerable: the Newfoundland fisheries alone did
much to enrich the kingdom, and formed a valuable nursery for
sailors; adding, that, as the woods of France became exhausted of
timber, she had at her disposition, if she chose, the largest forests

* (Charlevoix.

in the world,
fuel. Lastly
of the last in
order to eou
gained throu
plantations.
Quebee be re
These latte
upon a major
was come to ¢
self, he seeme
case in 100 m
the English ir
done him, he
not accept the
he instructed
to press for th
a8 also that ]
other interlop
colonies, Kiy
but diplomatic
by way of qui
armed vessels,
Razilli. This
St. Germain-es
England renov
forward by its
at least so long
this treaty,” s:
of evils for Gr
provincials afte
American Rev
True it is, t
the germs of ¢
in coming time
loosen the ban
as she bore wit
because the flay



® /=T

~

—_— q >

1
t
r
e

® - W W

Wm e M e P O &

NEW FRANCE. ¢ 89

in the world, supplying wood for every kind of construction, or as
fuel. Lastly, as a measure of enlightened national polity, it was
of the last importance to keep a firm hold upon New France, in
order to eounterbalance the enhanced importance England had
gained through the extent and populousness of her American
plantations. The sum of all was this: Demand, at once, that
Quebee be restored to its rightful owners.

These latter reasonings had much cogency, and weré not lost
upon a majority of the councillors, although no very strong deeision
was come to either way, at the time. As for the inert king him-
self, he seemed to take little interest in this matter, as was the
case in too many others. But his chief minister—who regarded
the English irruption, Raynal remarks, as a kind of personal injury
done him, he being hominal patron of the Canadian Society—did
not accept the insult offered to France so tamely. Accordingly,
he instructed the king’s ambassador resident at the English court
to press for the withdrawal of the English garrison from Quebec ;
as also that New France generally should be evacuated by any
other interlopers, military or other, of the same nation or from its
colonies. King Charles promised that all this should be done;
but diplomatic delays, accidental or intended, arising, Richelieu,
by way of quickening the alien negotiators, equipped a fleet of six
armed vessels, which he put under the orders of commander de
Razilli. This practical hint sufficed. In terms of the treaty of
St. Germain-en-Laye, signed March 29, 1632 (the government of
England renounced all the pretensions that hyd ever béen put
forward by its subjects; and pledged itself not to\tenew any such,
at least so long as the peace should last. “We mqy date from
this treaty,” says Chalmers, ‘ the commencement of aNpng series
of evils for Great Britain and her colonies, the diﬂicult:egm the
provincials afterwards, and, in some measure, the success of thé
American Revolution.”

True it is, that in the seed-beds of nations and growing empires
the germs of change are sown or in activity, to be fully developed
in coming time. The proximity of the French tended greatly to
loosen the bands of the English colonies to their mother country;
as she bore with them longer than she would otherwise have done,
because the flag of her ancient rival floated so near to her posses-
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sions as the rock of Quebec, and rallied under its shadow so many
barbarous hordes as it did. To make head against such warlike
neighbours, it was needful to be armed; and we know that an
armed is ever more exacting than an unarmed race. England could
not help manifesting liberality in the case; the blood shed in her
cause demanded a return, and colonial freedom was the compensa-
tion. Moreover, British colonists, from the outset, had chosen an
American location, because of the perfect freedom they counted
on enjoying there. Nothing less would have contented them; and
England was wise enough to accord to an exacting son what he
demanded, than to provoke him to cast off that allegiance to her
which he might have transferred to an alien protectress, The
neighbourhood of the French, then, was favourable to, Anglo-
American liberty, and, in the end, to that of several other nations;
but by means of a concatenation, none of the links in the chain
being, for the time, perceptible to political vision.

The course of the war terminated in 1632, exhibited French-
men ever in armed struggle against each other, and constantly
rending and spdiling their common country for the behoof of ene-
mies of all the gontending parties.

The conduct\of the Huguenots justified the predictions of the
Catholics, who insisted that it would be unsafe to leave them in
possession of colonies peopled by their British co-religionaries;
because, on the smallest misunderstanding arising between the
former and the government of their fatherland, they would be
gure to join the latter, and thus imperil the continued’ existence
of New France. The affair of the chevalier de la Tour is a case
in point.*

{
L S

* The translator, on referring to the first edition of /' Histoire du Canada
by M. Garneau (that of 1845), vol. I, chap. I, pages 90 and 91, finds
three paragraphs most of the sentences in which have been suppressed
or greatly modified in the last edition of the work. He has thought it
fitting to reproduce them, as they stood at first :—

¢ In forming establishments of Protestants in the New World, Coligny
executed patriotic projects, which England came afterwards to profit
by, and of which we daily see the immense results, The admiral
desired to open an agylum in America for all his co-separatists from the
established religion of the country ; whereby, inhabiting a dependency
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Shortly after the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laye was concluded,
namely, on the 13th of November ensuing, the king of France in
council ordained the ““ Company of the Hundred Associators” to
pay 40,000 livres to Marie and Salomon Langlois, Raymond de la
Ralde, Nicholas Canu, David Michel, Paul Languillez, and others,
for having seized three ships sent by M. de Caén to fish upon the
coasts of Canada.

De Thou, the friend of Cing-Mars, for whom he lost his life
on the scaffold, was the judicial reporter of the royal decree issued
in the above case. The same document contains the name of
“ Oabot, burgess of Dieppe;”’ also that of the sieur ““ Duquesne,
naval officer ;" the latter being father of a personage whose name
became famous in the after history of France and Canada.

of the kingdom and forming an integral, if distant, part of one extending
empire, they might therein enjoy the same advantages as the orthodox
people of their common mother-country. That project was one of the
most beautiful conceptions of modern times ; and since it did not succeed,
although at the outset supported by government aid, it was because the
Qatholic party, which had always predominating influence over French
royalty, constantly opposed the realization of Coligny's views ; some-
times covertly, sometimes openly. This is especially true of the state
of things at the epoch the annals of which are now passing under our
review. The long period of time which elapsed from the expedition of
Roberval till that of the marquis de la Roche in Acadia, A. ». 1598, was
entirely taken up by the struggle France had to maintain against the
Powers of the German empire and Spain, or by the prolonged and san-
guinary wars of religion, rendered so sadly memorable through the
massacre of St. Bartholomew; and which wars were terminated by the
treaty of Vervins. During all this space of time, the attention of the
chiefs of the state was absorbed by a series of memorable events, the
effect of which was to shake the French empire to its very foundg}icins.”
-B,
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CHAPTER 1.

DESCRIPTION OF CANADA—THE ABORIGINAL NATIONS.

Name given to the territories first discovered in North America.—Fron=
tiers of the several colonies imperfectly defined ; this indefiniteness
the cause of many contestations.—Synopsis of the native popula-
tions of North America, particularly of the tribes of Canada.—Esti-
mate of their numbers.—Account of their persons, their dress, their
implements of war, &c¢.—Their modes of hostilities, of hunting, &e.
—Their governmental polity.—Nature of their religious notions,—
Of their diviners.—Of their regard for the dead ; their manner of se-
pulture ; their festivals.—Their figurative oratory.—Formation of
the Indian languages; theé aborigines were ignorant of letters.—

‘ Synthetic nature of Indian speech.—Intellectual qualities of the

i race.—Their origin : question discussed, whether they are descend-

ants of nations which had attained to civilisation.

When Europeans began to pour into Ameriea, they gave to the
various countries they entered the general denomination of terre
novee, or Newfoundlands. From the time of Francis I, that name
indicated the regions afterwards known as Florida, Canada, and La-
brador, as well as the island which then, as now, bears the above
designation. But when the different countries became better
knowh, and were oftener visited, they had assigned to them parti-
cular appellations, which distinguished each from all the others;
still those names were often changed, and always wrongly applied,
while the terrifories they designated were of uncertain limita-
tion. The confusion thence resulting became, in the sequel, the
cause, often of dissensions, sometimes of wars, between France,
England, and Spain, concerning their territorial rights or preten-
sions to debateable lands in America. ‘

Early in the 17th century, the appellation ““ New France "’ was
given to a vast region which now comprises thejHudson’s Bay
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territory, Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, CANADA, and
a great part of the countries now known as the United States.* X

At that time, the peninsula of Nova Scotia began to take the name
of Cadie, Acadie, or Acadia; and the territorial term “ Canada”
already was not only the appellation of the eountry we now in-
habit, but a name. that, in an extended sense, covered a much
larger region than the united provinces to which it now solely
applies.

New FRANCE, before the discovery of the Mississippi, to the
valley of which the foregoing collective appellation was extended,
comprised, therefore, the basin of the St. Lawrence and that of
Hudson’s Bay. The 8t. Lawrence, which has a course of more
than 700 leagues (over 2000 miles), takes its source, under the
name of the “river St. Louis,” in lat. 48° 30’ N, long. 93° W.}
on the great central plateau whence descends the Mississippi,
(but which takes a southern course ending in the bay of Mexico,)
and other rivers, of northern course, flowing into Hudson’s Bay.
The Laurentian valley, making a bend as if to clip Lake Erie,
descends, by successive stages, from the plateau above noted ; which
table-land, like most other regions of the morthern continent
of Ameriea, is not much elevated above the water-level. In two
localities only does the St. Lawrence lose its gentle and uniform
slope. At Niagara, its mass falls, in sheer descent, 160 feet ; and

* Lescarbot gives to New France a still greater extent: “ Our Nou-
velle France,” says he, “is composed of all the western territories on the
hither side of the Pacific Ocean; and, downwards, to the tropic of
Cancer. To the southward, it reaches as far as the Antilles. Its eastern
parts are bordered by the North Sea; and, to the north, it adjoins the
glacial region called Terra Incognita, from the Frozen Ocean to the
Arctic pole.” But these boundaries were more imaginary than real ;
since, in Lescarbot’s time, even the entire valley of the St. Lawrence
was not satisfactorily known. It would be hard to say what habitable
or uninhabitable portions of North America, whether continental or
insular, with the exception of Mexico, were not boldly claimed as sections
of “New France.”—B.

t Keefer. [*If we consider Lake Superior as the true source of the
8t. Lawrence, the length of the river, including & curved line drawn
through the centre of that lake and extending to Cape Roziére at
the mouth of the St. Lawrence, is 1859 miles.” National Cyclopedia.]-B.
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just below Lake Ontario, its swift and turbulent waters dash
foamingly over a rocky bed, which obstructs navigation between
Kingston and Montreal.

The valley of the St. Lawrendé*ls bounded, on the north, by a
mountain chain now called, collectively, ‘the Laurentides ;" which
commencing in Labrador, form a line prolonged to the farthest
region of Lake Superior.* The bases of the Laurentian heights are
washed by the stream whose name they take, as far down as
Cape Torment (30 miles below Quebec), where they rise to an
elevation of 2000 feet. yThey traverse the bank of the river Otta-
wa, above the Chats I#ke, and shut in Lake Huron on its nor-
thern side. The hanies, the summits of which are visible
from Quebec heights, enclose this basin as far as Lake Cham-
plain. The Alleghany range, starting from the gulf of St. Law.
rence, follows the course of t.he nver at from six to eight leagues

Champlain, it traverses the Hudson valley, and
Virginia.

Recent surveys of the five principal lakes of
four of which part Canadian from United States
us a pretty exact account of their respective superfici
Thus Lake Superior is (following its curvature) 435 miles long
and 160 broad, with a medium depth of 988 feet ; its water-line is
627 feet above the sea-level ; and its whole area is about 32,000
sq. m. Lake Michigan is 360 miles long and 108 wide, area 23,000
sq. m., depth 800 feet, elevation 587 feet. Lake Huron is
260 miles long and 160 wide, area 20,000 sq. m., depth 800 feet,
elevation 574 feet. These may be called the upper lakes of Canada
and the United States. The two lower are not so extensive. The
greatest length of Lake Erie is 250 miles and its breadth 80, mean

* None of the Laurentides attain so high an elevation as to form a
bulwark against the freezing galés descending from the arctic regions.

: Cape/Torment, one of the most considerable of our mountains, is, as we
™, have{séen, but 2000 feet high ; and in the Saguenay country, where the

\ face of the territory is often rugged, the hill summits do not range

\ higher than from 200 to 1000 feet above the sea-level.
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depth 84 feet, elevation 564 feet. The greatest length of Lake
Onatrio is 180 miles and its greatest breadth 65, mean depth 500
feet, elevation 265 feet. The total length of all five as a contin-
uous water-way, including intermediate channels, s 1,612 miles,
with an aggregate superficial area of more than 90,000 square
miles.*

These lakes, the Falls of Niagara, the St. Lawrence river and
Gulf, aré of colossal magnitude, and in perfect keeping with the
land-region which encloses them. Northward are mysterious
forests of unknown limits; to the west, is much unappropriated
woodland ; while on the southern side, is the territory of a re-
public which much exceeds all Europe in extent. To the east-
ward, again, is the ocean, parted into the -fog-beset, storm-vexed,
and iceberg-encumbered seas of Newfoundland and Labrador, In-
finity itself seems to reign over our frontiers.

Geologically, Canada is seated on an immense couch of granite,
the elevations of which form the frame of its highest mountains:
cropping out at Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Kingston, and
elsewhere, in the upper preyince ; at the River St. Maurice, Beau-
port, Tadousac, Kamouraska, in Labrador, &e. This bed of
granite is overlaid with many kinds of rocks ; those most abounding
being schists, limestone, and sandstone.{

* For these data the author accredits Mr. Keefer. Tehy differ consi-
derably, as to the superficial area of the five great lakes, from all others
we have seen. M. Garneau does not give, it will be observed, the
area of lakes Erie and Ontario. -The writers of the National Cyclo-
pedia (art. OANApaA), aver that the waters of lake Superior cover more
than 43,000 square miles ; lake Huron, 16,560 ; lake Michigan, 13,600 ;

lake Erie, 10,900 ; lake Ontario, 12,600. Totalsabove 96,500 square
miles.—B.

t The andient sea-marging observed in the cengral basin of the St. Law-
rence, which in some places are recognisable :t\., great elevation, form
a Subject for interesting speculation. The aspect of the country between
Montreal and Cape Torment, some 200 miles long and of about 3000
square miles superficial area, says Sir William Logan, ‘‘ presents a
varied surface rising in many places by abrupt steps (the marks of an-
cient sea-margins) into successive terraces, some of which are from 200
to 300 feet above the level of the river. These terraces are occupied
by extensive beds of clay and sand.”—B,
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Canada is rich in ores of iron. Several iron mines are worked ;
among others those-of Three Rivers, L., C., (where the metal pro-
duced excels the Swedish,) and of Marmora, U, 0. Copper*
zino, lead, titanium, and mercury are found at intervals in small
quantities ; but explorations, now in progress, will disclose fur-

A / ther our metallurgic riches. The French administrators of olden

Canada paid much attention to this subject: their explorers dis-
covered most of the mines mentioned by existing geologigts,

The soil of Canada is generally fertile. It is especially so in its
upper region, where its milder climate enables the cultivators
to raise large quantities of wheat, somé of which is superior to any
grown elsewhere upon this continent. But the Alleghany and
Laurentian highlands greatly abridge the cultivable surface of the
Canadas. Nevertheless, their abundant watershed much pro-
motes the fertility of the valley-lands and lower levels.

By some convulsion of nature, the Laurentides, which in the
Saguenay région are from 12 to 15 leagues broad, have been reft
in two; and in The ravine thus formed, flow the Saguenay waters,
which are 1000 feet deep in some places, and shut in by nearly
perpendicular rocks. .

The basin of the St. Lawrence being of angular form with its apex
turned toward the south, its two extremities, terminating almost
in the same latitude, make its average calorific temperature tole-
rably equal. The maximum intensity of cold at Quebeo is 30° F.
below zero (62° under the freezing point), and that of summer
heat 97 to 1042 F, in the shade. At the foot of Lake Erie, the
mercury sometimes falls, in mid-winter, to 209 below zero. The
intensest heat seldom, if ever, indicates a higher point than
103° F. ;

The difference of climate between the provinces, lower and
upper, will be best estimated by comparing the duration of their
winters, and noting the nature and amount of their several pro-
ducts. The inhabited regions of the two Canadas, says Bouchette,

. Cépper ore has been found in abundance near the shores of Lakes
Huron and Superior ; while, more recently (1860), rich veins of the
same have been found at Acton, &c,, in the Eastern Townships of
Lower Canada.—B.
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are situated between the 42nd and 48th degrees of north latitude.
Judging by their distance from the equator and the north pole,
we should expeot that their relative climatio conditions would be
similar to those of southern and ecentral Europe; whereas their
extremes of heat and cold are, the former more intense, the latter
more severe. At Quebeo, lat. 46° 48’ 49", apples are grown in
abundance, but neither grapes nor peaches ripen ; at Montreal, all
three attain to maturity. At Toronto. these fruits, along with the
apricot, grow in the greatest perfection. The acacia, which may
not brook the chances of out-door temperature at Quebeo,
stands the climate, if indifferently, of Montreal ; but constantly
meets &&eye as we ascend towards Detroit.*

At Quubeo, and the region around that city, winter usually sets
in about the 26th November, and lasts till the 26th April ; the lat-
ter being the understood day when field labour ought to be resumed.
Snow lies on the ground fully five months, and is usually from three
to four feet deep i the woods. At Montreal, the winter is three or
four weeks shorter, and less spow falls. In Lower Canada, during
most of winter, wheel carriages are superseded by sledges; but
in the upper provinoce, their useful employment is confined to a
space of seven or eight weeks. Upon the whole, the climate of
the Canadas is salubrious, and favourable to longevity.}

The excessive cold experienced in the Lower Laurentian region
is apparently caused less by latitudinal conditions than through
the absence of high mountains from its morthern sides. The
vicinage, too, of Hudson's Bay, which polar winds traverse

* The Academy of Sciences, in Paris, at an early date, ocoupied
itself with Oanadian Natural History., Its members requested Louis
XIV, in 1707, to engage Dr. Sarrazin, a French regimental surgeon who
had come out with some military twenty years before, to send a colleoc-
tion of plants to the Jardin-du-Roi, and the king complied with their
wishes. Sarrazin was a man of great accomplishments. He died at
Quebee, in 1734, aged seventy years.

t Persons who emigrate to Canada after middle age, from Britain,
find its climatic vicissitudes rather trying to their constitutions; and the
mortality among ehildren under seven years of age, (even those born
of Oanadian parents,) is congiderably higher than in Great Britain.
Authority : Dr. Archibald Hall; Montreal.~—2B.

_ Vor. I.—I
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before reaching the lower parts of the river valley, where they
arrive charged with icy evaporation from the seas of Labrador,
doubtless adds to the rigour of the atmosphere during our winters.*
The aurora borealis illuminates the nocturnal sky of Canada with
a brilliancy and variety of play, especially during its autumnal and
winter months, unknown, at the present day at least, in any part
of nothern Europe. It is now believed that this meteoric pheno-
menon is of electric origin ; and this opinion is all the more pro-
bable, because of the peculiar rustling noise, similar to that of a
gtiff silken tissue put in movement, which often, if not always,
accompanies the luminous appearances.
Tae ABORIGINES.—When the territories of Canada were dis-
covered, they were found to be inhabited by numerous nomade
tribes, belonging to three out of the eight great families of savages
who occupied the region between the Mississippi, the Atlantic, and
the Esquimaux country ; namely, the Algonquins, Hurons, Sioux,
Cherokees, Catawbas, Uchées, Natchez, Mobiles, &c. These were
considered substantive races, because each spoke a language bear-
ing no analogy with that of the others, and which was not under-
stood by others when spoken : whereas,although many idioms existed
among the different tribes forming a part of, or connected with, a
nation using what might be called a native mother tongue, yet
the individuals of each tribe composing a nation, however far
apart, could understand the language of every other tribe of that
nation ; while they could not communicate with the men of an
alien nation.{
This aggregation of uncivilised men was thus distributed over
the extent of territory we have pointed out :—The Mobiles pos-
seased all the southern extremity of the northern continent, from

* None of the Laurentides are of surpassing height. Cape Torment,
among the most considerable, rises 2000 feet above the water level. In
the highlaads of the Saguenay, the eminences range between 200 and
1000 feet only. Captain Bayfield says that the culminating point of
the range is near Lake Superior, and rises to a height of 2100 feet.

t Just as the Celtic race in the Scots Highlands understand the Erse
or Irish language, although it is spoken and printed differently from the
Scots Erse or Gaelic ; neither being intelligible to the Anglo-Scotian
or Hiberno-Saxon people of Britain.—B. ’
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the bay of Mexico to the river Tennessee and Cape Fear. The
Uchées and Natchez (the latter, not a numerous body, being
wedged in, as it were, by the former) ; the Natchez having a small
country, bordered by the Mississippi; the Uchées, more serried
towards the west, joining on to the Cherokees. The country of
the Cherokees was equidistant from the bay of Mexico, Lake Erie,
the Atlantic, and the Mississippi. That nation had for neigh-
bours, the Mobiles and Uchées to the north, the Catawbas to the
east. The Catawbas possessed a country of small extent, to the
south of the Mobiles and to the west of the Cherokees. The great
family of Algonquins possessed nearly a moiety of North America,
eastward of the Mississippi. Their territory joined that of the
Mobiles on the south side, and extended northward, to the Es-
quimaux regions, over the breadth between the Mississippi and
the Atlantio, a superficies of 60 degrees of longitude and 20 of
latitude.*

The Hurons, whose real name has been variously written Yen-
dats, Ouendats, Wyandots, and Yendots,{ but to whom the early
French colonists gave the appellation we now know them by, and
which is derived from our term Aure, because of the rugged locks
or unkempt hair of the people of that race; the Hurons, we say,
lived amidst the Algonquins, on the margins of Lakes Huron,
Erie, and Ontario. The Sioux, whose vast country was to the
west of the Mississippi, occupied a small country to the eastward
of Lake Michigan. Thus, as New France comprehended the river
St. Lawrence and all the lakes out of which it flows, it included
a part of three aboriginal “ nations,” who spoke the Sioux,
Algonquin, and Huron languages, or three mother tongues of the
Indians. Originally, the Algonquin dialect was spoken in the
Lake Champlain district, and in the southern Ottawa region
extending to the north; but in the sequel, migrations of tribes
speaking other dialects, spread these in divers parts of Canada.

* Albert Gallatin. 4 Synopsis of the Indian Tribes.

t The first two forms are French, the second two English. Father
Jerome Lallemant, long a missionary among the Hurons, called them
Ouendats, as above ; but Champlain called them Attigouantants ; while
Colden denominated them Quatoghiers, * Album Littéraire” of la
Revue Canadienne, 1845, p. 14.
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The principal tribes speaking Algonquin in New France wore,
to the south of the 8t. Lawrence, the Miomaos or Bouriquols,
who occupied Nova Sootia* Gaspé and islands adjacent : a small
tribe, their number never exceeding 4000. The Ktchemins, who
inhabited the seaboard countrios; and the territory watered by the
rivers St. John and Ste. Croix, The Abenaquis, who were lo-
cated between the Miomnes and the Ktchemine, the river ‘St.
Lawrenoo, Néw England, und the Iroquois,  The Sokokis, a tion.
grel race, were refugees from the English colonies, living under
Fronch protection,

To the north of the St. Lawrenoe, were :<~The Montagnais, on
the borders of the Saguenay and Lake 8t. John ; the Papinuchois,
the Borsinmites, the Hedgehogs, and several other tribes. 'The
Algonquing, (properly, Lenni-Lenappes,) whose ocoupation extend
ing from w point rather below Quebeo to the river St. Muurice ;
one of their tribes inhabiting the island of Montreal. The Oua-
taouais, or Ottawas, who ranged at first about the country watered
by the river which still bears their name above the Montreal dis-
triot ; and who extended themselves afterwards as far as Lake
Superior.

The tribes speaking the Huron tongue were:—The Hurons
or Wyandots, located on the northern margin of Lakes Huron
and Ountario, as already mentioned. They were driven thenoe
shortly ufter the French came, by ithe Iroquois. They were
repelled on one gide, towurds the Lower 8t. Lawrence; on 'the
other, beyond Lake Superior, to the arid plains which separated
the Chippaways from their western enemies. Brought baock by
the potent aid of the Sioux, they were met with afterwards ‘at
Sault Sainte-Marie, at Machilimakinao, and finally at Detroit. The
Hurons located at Lorette, two leagues from Quebeo, are living
relics of the great nation which onoe bote that name, so powerful
of oldand to which the Iroquois, who conquered them, and other
tribes jbesides, owed their origin.

To the south of Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, and the river St.
Lawrence, up to the river Richelieu, in the vicinity of the ‘Abe-
naquis, ruled the famous Iroquois confederation; whose proper

* A considerable number of Indians, of Micmac descent, still IhAbIt™

that peninsula.—B.
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name was, the Agonnousionni, or ‘ constructors of wigwames.” The
appellation Zroguois was at first applied to them by the French,
because they usually began and finished their discourses or palaver
with the word Airo, which wmeans either “ 1 say,” or I have
said ; ' combined, as an affix, with the word koud, an exclumatory
voeable joyful or sad according as it was pronounced long or short.
The Iroquois confederation was composed of the Agniers or
Mohawks, the Onnontagués or Onondagues, the Goyogouins, the
Onveoyuths, and the Tsonnonthouans,*

The Eries and the Andastes, once located between Lake Erie
and the Iroquois country, had dwindled into & petty remnant
wheu Canada was discovered, and seon afterwards were pitilessly
exterminated,

The countries around Lakes Superior, Michigan, and Huron,
were frequented, also, by the Nipissings, the Ottawas, the Mifimis,
whom the Poutewatamis, coming from the south, thrust north-
ward ; by the Illinois, the Chippeways, the Outagamis or Foxes
(s plundering and oruel race ;) by the Kikapous, the Mascontings
the Sakis, the Malhomines, the Osages, the Missouries, the Meno-
monia tribes, all speaking the Algonquin tongue; and, finally,
by the Kristinots or Kilestinots, using the language of the Sioux.

A vumber of other tribes, belonging either to the Sioux family,
or to those of the Hurons or Algonquins, inhabited countries
more or less distant from the foregoing, and individuals among
them would come oocasionally to visit the missionaries or trade
with the peltry colleotors on the borders of the lakes. This done,
they re-entered the wilds whence they issued, and never were seen
more; while men of other tribes, equally unknown to the French,
came in arms to thrust out of place those who were nearest to the
former, and force the rightful owners to relinguish their ‘pos-
8088i0NS,

We cannot estimate with precision what may have been the
entire number of the mative populations of North America in
Cartier’s time. Judging by the variety of “ nations "’ and tribes

% Hence, the term “ Indians of the Five (also Siz) Nations,” often
ogeurring during th® border wars of the 18th century between the colo-
nigts of the British plantations and those of New France.—B.
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spoken of, we might be led to suppose that the aggregate was very
considerable; but when we look close into the matter, we incline
to fix the total amount at a low figure. In no wild country are
the aborigines numerous, nor can they be. Some of the earlier
explorers evidently were led astray on this point, by the metaphoric
language of the savages, who considered 1000 souls as a prodigious
multitude, and beyond the power of definite numbering. Thus
in the year 1753, when the savages informed colonel Washington
that the French were about to attack him with a host numberless
as the leaves of the forest, their whole force, when counted
by precise arithmetic, was reducible to a few hundred men.
Oalculations have been made, with great care, for the countries
situated between the St. Lawrence and Mississippi ; which estimate
the total nations of Algonquin race, the most considerable of all,
at 90,000 souls; the total eastern Sioux at less than 3000 ; the
Hurons and Iroquois together, about 17,000; the Catawbas,
3000 ; the Cherokees, 12,000; the Mobiles, 50,000 ; the Uchées,
1000 ; and the Natchez, 4000: general total only 180,000, dis-
persed over an immense space of territory. We incline to think
that this moderate estimate must approximate, at least, to the
truth ; for a race of hunters requires a large field to draw even
the scantiest subsistence from. Despite the great extent of the
forest-lands of North America, its aborigines often were in straits
from the difficulty they found in procuring a sufficiency of game
for their support. If the general population had been really nume-
rous, how was it that the Iroquois, who could count only
2200 warriors in the year 1660, were able to run a conquering
career from Hudson’s Bay to Carolina, and strike terror igto the
hearts of the whole tribes of that great range of territory ? M
Cartier could see in all Canada only some sparse native hamlets,
which he called bourgades, each containing at the most 50 cabanes ;
and the greatest influx of the aborigines reported as having taken
place, on any occasion, at Stadaconé (Quebec), during the winter
he passed iced-up in the river St. Charles, did not number 1000
gouls. In other parts of the country, he could scarcely discern a
trace of human inhabitation. M. Joliette and Father Marquette
traversed a great part of the Mississippi region and met no living
man. M. de la Joncaire, in 1736, drew up for the information of

the home go
men among
Quebec and
and the agg
We have
dialects spol
had led to t
and upon th
great brancl
originally ei
the limits as
tates againsi
Asia by its)
as great div
the people o
tinet langua
gible differe:
of Canada
differences «
little if at al
referable to
In person
rica, were a1
of agility raf
expression 1
upon the chi
of war.*
With a co
of the forest:
high and sal
lustrous an
flattish, lips
wanting,—n
a custom of ¢
life among tl
sical charact

* Raynal.




THE ABORIGINAL NATIONS. 108

the home government an official estimate of the number of fighting
men among the whole savage tribes then in existence between
Quebec and Louisiana (that is, in nearly the whole of New France),
and the aggregate total he ventured to give was but 16,000,

We have said that a comparison made of the different native
dialects spoken in North America to the east of the Mississippi,
had led to the recognition of eight aboriginal mother tongues;
and upon that basis, the tribes were divisible into just as many
great branches or families. Accepting this datum, of there being
originally eight radical divisions of the red race of mankind within
the limits assigned above,—but the adoption of which rather mili-
tates against the hypothesis of one only route of immigration from
Asia by its north-west side,—one might expect that there would be
as great diversity in a physical as in a moral point of view, between
the people of tribes thus wildly dispersed and speaking so many dis-
tinet languages. Now there neither is, nor ever was, much sen-
sible difference of either kind to be found. Between the savages
of Canada and the far-removed red men of Florida, any slight
differences of bodily height or make, complexion or aspect, were
little if at all perceptible ; or if such were apparent, it was readily
referable to causes fairly imputable to climatic influences.

In person, the men of the Indian races, or rather race, of Ame- *
rica, were and yet are tall and slender, their forms giving promise
of agility rather than strength ; their visages having that stern
expression natural to all men, of whatever complexion, dependent
upon the chase for subsistence, and exposed besides to the perils
of war.*

With a complexion bronzed by sun, rain, and winds, the Indian
of the forests has a visage more round than oval, the cheek-bones
high and salient ; eyes, of dark or light hazel colour, small but
lustrous and deeply sunk in their orbit; forehead narrow, nose
flattish, lips thick ; hair of the head coarse and long, and beard
wanting,—not that nature denies them that adjunct, but owing to
a custom of depilation, begun at an early age and continued through
life among the boys and male adults. Such were and are the phy-
sical characteristics of the unsophisticated man of the New World.

* Raynal, Secttlements of the Europeans in the East and West Indies.
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It need searcely be added, that the five bodily senses of the race,
while denizens of the wilderness, are exquisitely keen.

The North American savage, when first made known to Euro-
peans, went almost naked in sammer time; during winter, he
girt his reins with deer-skin or some other kind of untanned hide,
and covered the upper part of his body with a sort of jerkim,
made of the spoils of one or more furred animals. The claws of
o bear killed by the bearer, and serving as a brooch to attach the
parts of a mantle of parti-coloured skins, constituted a favourite
ornament in the costume of a chief, he being often arrayed im
such sort, as to give other intimations of hiz exploits in war
and the chase. A pair of moeassins (a kind of buskins, or gaiters
rather) of eurried hide, sometimes variously ornamented, with
ghoes of doe-skin, composed his foot and leg covering. The females
had a eostume little differing from the men’s, except that they
went with bare heads and naked arms. The latter wore necklaces
of wampum ; and shell or bead-worked ornaments, of the same
nature, they attached to the front of their vestments, painted in
striking tints; red being the predominant colour.

The savages painted or stained their bodies with resemblances

real or imagined of beasts, birds, fishes, serpents, &c., in lively and

varied colours, aceording to the means, skill, or caprice of the
individual. Vermilion they had a passionate regard for, in face
or body disfiguring. Some painted their noses blue, blackened
cheeks, eyelids, &c., leaving the rest of the face an ihtense red;
others, again, coloured their visages to represent three or more
facial bands, passing from ear to ear, in red, black, or blue tints.
The men arranged the hair of their head in different ways : some
wore it raiged up, others flattened it, others again let it hang in
dangling locks. Head-tufts were worn by many, composed of
vari-coloured feathers or bunches of animals’ hair, all fixed in
the most eccentric way. The ears and septam of the nostrils were
pierced for affixing pendant objeots. To the arms were affixed
bracelets made of serpent skins, or wampum,

The several nations, tribes, and villages were distinguished by
some kind of distinguishing symbel. In 1753, the Abenaquis of
St. Frangois and of Becancourt wore, by way of heraldic signs,
the bear and the turtle-dove. Some others adopted the beaver and
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the partridge for their signs. The Algonquins of the T vo Moun-
tains Lake had an oak in leaf. Among the five Iroquois nations
each village and every family had its armorials ; nay, individual

~—.Jmen bore their distinctive marks. The Wild-oats of Lgke Michi-
~ @s bore an eagle perched on a cross; the Sioux hadfa buffalo,

a'hlack dog, and an otter. Among the northern natiobs, a man
intimated his personality as mueh by using the symbols of his
wife’s family as by those of his own; but he never took a wife out
of any family which bore the same symbol as his.¥

The only offensive arms in' use by the savages, before Euro-
peans came among them, were the arrow and the tomahawk. The
former was a kind of dart or short javelin; being a taper stick
pointed with bone or flinty-stone; the latter, a kind of elub made
of hard-wood or stone, had a cutting edge on oneside. Their de-
fensive armour consisting of a kind of euirass of light wood; and
sometimes they bore a buckler of cedar-wood, ample enough to
cover the body.

The very mention of a coming war raised in the bosoms of the
younger savages an uncontrollable feeling of joy. Their imagi-
nations, constantly exalted by the recital of the great deeds of the
ancestors of the tribe, during the heady current of a fight, with
imagined enemies palpitating and bleeding at their feet, caused a
kind of sanguinary intoxication.

Although reasonable causes for going to war could not often
exist, yet hostilities among the tribes were very frequent. Pres-
eriptive rights attaching to certain hunting-grounds, a national or
family feud, through the violent death of a compatriot or relative,
these were the ordinary and fertile causes of internecine war con-
stantly breaking out among the restless aborigines. KEach man
being, to a great extent, independent of his tribe, could at any
moment— through his pugnacity or thirst for plunder, or from
motives of personal vengence or dislike, by one overt or secret aet
of enmity against a family or individual of another tribe— suddenly
draw whole nations into hostilities of the most destructive cha-
racter ; the war never ending perhaps, till one of the contending

* “QOoncerning the savage nations protected by the government of
Canada,” in 1736.—MS.
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parties had exterminated its adversaries, or expelled them from
their lands. The duration of peace, being thus constantly im-
perilled, in every region of the wilderness between Mexico and
Hudson’s Bay, made general tranquillity rather the exceptional
than the normal state of existence in uncivilized America.

On the other hand, when it happened that a nation was disin-
clined or unprepared to wage war against another from whom it
had received a wrong, the matter might be, and sometimes was
settled by recourse to the lex talionis. Thus, M. Dalbert wrote
under date of Aprjl, 1684: “ When the nation of those who have
been killed doesnot wish to war against that which has been offended
by it, the nearest relatives of the slayers killed themselves ; that
is to say, to the extent of man for man,"*

Each savage, when capable of bearing arms, was ranked as a
warrior, and had the right to be present at meetings of the tribe,
with power to deliberate and vote upon any public subject. Peace
or war was determined on by the whole males called in council.
Thus would the old men address the younger, to excite them to
war, if such were intended, against another tribe :—*‘‘ The bones
of our slain brethren are bleaching on the ground ; they cry to us
for vengeance, and the ory must be answered. Paint yourself
with the deepest colours ; take up your terror-inspiring arms : let
our war-songs and our demands for vengeance gladden the shades
of our departed warriors and cause our foes to tremble. On, then !
take captive our enemies, and fight aslong as wood grows or water
runs. Let the sun and the stars leave the firmament sooner than
we shall quit the field of battle before vietory be gained "

Then would the song of war be heard :—*‘O places which the sun
floods with his light, and that the moon illuminates with her paly
torch ; places where verdure waves in the breeze, where runs the
limpid stream and the torrent leaps: take witness, O earth, and
ye heavens, that we are ready every one to encounter our foes......
The war-clubs we snatch from enemies shall testify to our surpas-
sing valour. The scalps we tear from their prostrated heads will
ornament our huts. Qur door-lintels we shall redden with the
blood of our prisoners. Timid in captivity as feeble in combat,

* Documents de Paris, 2nd series.
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we shall cause them to perish by slow torturings; and when life
has fled their mutilated frames, we shall burn them up, and scatter
their ashes to thé four winds of heaven,” &e.

Incited by such adjurations, inspired by such enthusiastic
gtrains as tht(foregoing, the assembled warriors would testify their
eagerness for the fray. But a chief, in whom they could all con-
fide must be chosen; and one would be elected forthwith. The
qualities required in a leader were—experience in stratagems of
war, and renown acquired from former exploits; a commanding
presence and high stature; a sonorous voice to harangue with
effect, and so powerful in tone as to be heard distinctly amid the
din of battle. The newly elected chief, before setting out with
his warriors, to prepare himself for action would endure long
fastings to propitiate the powers of good and evil; ‘he would also
goan his dreams, which in this season of preparation were for him
so many oracular responses. The warriors, as a prelude to the
campaign, would collectively repeat a prayer to their gods for suc-
cess ; all this followed by the war-dance, the movements and gestures
in which were significative of what passed in real combats. The
dance finished, a solemn feast would succeed, dog's flesh being the

only viand devoured. During such a banquet, the warrior-chief
would entertain the company with a vaunting discourse, the sub-
ject being the great deeds already done by himself and his ances-
tors.

All preliminaries over, at a preconcerted signal the petty army
would set forth. 8o long as the path of the warriors lay through
their own hunting grounds, they marched in little order, dis-
persing occasionally to kill or entrap game for their subsistence by
the way, and re-assembling each night at stated places, to encamp
together. But the instant they set foot on alien territory they
kept close together, advanced stealthily, and communicated with
each other rather by signs than words. At all times, but in time
of war more especially, the aborigines were careful observers of
the natural features of the countries through which they passed.
They turned this observation to after account; and could antici-
pate safety or danger for themselves from the most trivial signs.
8o keen was their scent, that they were sensible of the existence
of dwellings, though distant, by the odour of their smoke wafted
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from afan.  So sharp were they of vision, that thay could discern
the trail of a human being or animal of any kind, though impressed
on the ground or herbage ever so lightly ; specifying at once the
sex and stature of the persons, and the length of time since they
passed.  In order to hide their marches, if that were desirable,
the warriors would move in single file, each man putting his foot-
plant in the trace left by hls predecessor, and covering it with
leaves. [f a river or other stream flowed parallel to their course,
they would walk in it rather than on land, so as to spare them-
selves the trouble of obliterating foot-marks,

Arrived at the scene of action, a council was called, and a plan
of attack adopted. Before day-break, if' their enemies were sup
posed to be asleep, they glided into their village or camp, shot &
flight of arrows agninet them, accompanied by the war-whoop;
then rushing upon them, tried to complete the work of murder with
olubs and tomahawke. They usually took prisonors as many as
survived who were fit to walk; others they scalped before they
left the soene of carnage. As the attack was suddon, so would
the retreat of the assailants be precipitate, whether suecessful or
repulsed. When followed or intereepted by avengers, the retiring
party without soruple massaered their prisoners, and continued
their flight.  If left unmolested, on the other hand, the captives
were carefully guarded, especially at night. The latter, antici-
pating their doom, would make the forests resound with funereal
strains such as these: “ 1 am about to die a oruel death, yet I
foar not the torture [ shall first have to suffer ere life quit this
body. My end shall be that of one who is as stubborn to endure
a8 his enemies are stora d infliot. Thus shall I fit myself to
enter into company with the spirits of those heroes, my ancestors,
who have passed to the land of shadows before me.” *

* Suchan anticipation of inflexible contempt for suffering by captives
was seldom an idle boast. In the “ Relation des Jésuites ” lately printed
may be found (Vol. I) startling accounts of the tortures remorselessly
inflicted by viotors, and wncomplainingly, nay exultingly borne by their
viotims ; this, too, occasionally in the presence of one or more of the
missionaries, One wonders that the latter had nerve to be present at
such shocking scenes, and still more that they could remain to the end;
they taking note of all the pacticulars till the close of the horrid process
of prolonged murder, so minutely deseribed by them afterwards.— B,
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When the vietors returned to their villages, the females, with
the invalid and juvenile population, went out to meet them, utter-
ing exclamations of welcome and triumph. The prisoners, ranged
in order, had each to run the gauntlet between a double file of
men, who oudgelled- them as they passed through. Those of
them who were destined to die at once, were given up to the
untender mercies of the war chiefs; others were, it might be,
reserved and put at the disposition of the head of the tribe. Kach
of the first-named was tied to a post, and his suffering began ; but
sometimes they did not terminate till the lapse of several days of pur-
posely prolonged torture, such as it is inconocivable that any other
beings than demons could inflict. The sufferers, either from pride
of spirit, or in a forlorn hope of pravoking their tormentors to
despatch them outright, braved them to do their worst. But
such dinbolioal enormities were perpetrated only, we are told, upon
the persons of the leaders of alien tribes: wartiors not of high
rank were burnt alive or enslaved.

The French missionaries did all that was possible to persuade the
savages to renounce such barbarities : and as the most likely means
to effect this ond, ealled into play a selfish motive for adopting
more humane usages, by inducing the oaptors of prisoners to keep
or sell them a8 slaves ; thus securing these unfortunates, at least,
from such a death as we have, with intentional vagueness, de-
soribed above.

The lives of such prisoners as were turndd over to the chief of a
tribe, were usually spared, in order that they might replace those
warriors whom it had just lost. By this means, the amount of ite
fighting men, so far as the number thus adopted extended,
would be maintained. Such substitutes, we are assured, were
troated with the same consideration as the native-born of the com-
munity. There was good policy in this mode of treating captives
a8 well as humanity ; for by what other ties than those of kind-
mess could ‘the adopting party seoure the attachment of the
adopted ? ]

With dispositions so vindictive as the savages habitually mani-
festod, it may -seom strange that their ordinary ware, if sharp,
were also short; but their aggregate numbers, as we ‘have seen,
being very limited, the whole race would have been all but exter-
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minated, had their internecine hostilities boen oarried on for suoh
a length of time as among European nations, The interruption
given to the pursuit of animals by a long-continued pursuit and
slaughter or capture of men, would, in no long time, have led
gtarvation into the households of the belligerents. A state of peace
—suoh peace a8 savages may brook——soon beocame, therefore, n
necessity forall.  The only diffioulty was, how to bring it about ;
for the untutored savage, as well as the ocivilised man, must
always have his feelings of self-love carefully respected ! These
having been tenderly handled; the chiefs and elders of the party

most wearied of the war would wait upon the like personages in

the antagonistio camp, and proffer terms of pacification, Such
would probably be rejected at first, with real or feigned contempt.
But, by degrees, the repelling parties would be talked into con-
gent. It was usual, on such occasions, for the applicants to bring
with them a kind of smoking-pipe, of particular make, called by
Europeans  the calumet of peace.”” The palaver, or conference,
fairly begun, it was the duty of a subordinate chief to fill the
bowl of the pipe with tobacco, which, having lighted, he raised it
toward the sky, then, depressing it, turned the end to each of the
four cardinal points of the horizon ; thereby inviting the powers
of heaven, earth, and the atmosphere to sanction the transaction
by their presence. . The hereditary chief then taking the pipe in
hand, drew from ‘it a few puffs of smoke, which he blew forth-
with, first heavenward, then all around, and next on the earth.
The calumet was then passed to the other chiefs present, each
of whom pressed it to his lips. If peace were conceded, a red-
dened hatchet was buried, as a symbol that oblivion of all past
hostility between the contracting parties was to follow. A mutual
exchange of neck ornaments jsealed the treaty, after its terms were
debated and determined. But all was not over yet, for the chiefs,
on each side, proffered and accepted presents of rare articles ; such
as calumets of price, embroidered deer-skins, &o. This kind of
oeremonial barter being terminated, to mutual satisfaction or
otherwise, the conference broke up.

In times of peace, almost the sole occupations of the natives
were hunting and fishing. The womankind among the North
American Indians were the men’s born-slaves ; and, as such, did all
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kinds of servile work, out-door labour included. To put hand to
the. latter was to degrade a savage, both in self-estimation and in
the eyos of his follows. Kven the toils of hunting were habitually
put off by the “noble savage,” till the calls of hunger forced
him to take to the woods or the water for prey. From the latter
hoe ohiefly derived his food in summer time: in the winter season
from the forest; the skins of furred animals then being in their best
state, an important consideration for him, In default of animal
food, wild fiuit and edible roots, oak and beech mast, even the inner
bark of trees, were had recourse to for the support of a miserable
existence,

The native bourgades, or settloments, were constantly being
broken up: for the game and fish in the contiguous forests and
stroams wero soon oaptured or scared &way; and these parts of
the wilderness, like exhausted arable ground, had to lie fallow,
a8 it were, to recover. It was therefore difficult for the early
traders or ocolonists to maintain steady relations with any por-
tion of the native tribos,

To speculate upon the probability or even possibility of the
existenoce of governmental institutions among such a people,
would be idle. For such to exist, communities of men must be
of a stable character, the first requisites being security for life
and property. The aborigines of New France possessed none of
the latter worthy of the name. - As proper enjoyment of the
benefits attending acquisition demands some fixity of habitation,
and the Indians wore almowt all wanderers in the wilderness, what
security for human life there could be among them we have
already seen, or may easily divine.*

The first Europeans who visited the ubn‘riginos of Canada re-
ported unanimously that no religious worship existed among them.
The Miomaocs and the sayage tribes nearest to them, says Cham-
plain, used no devotion for any superior being, nor any religious
ceremonies. One tribe (the Cenis), according to Joutel, had

* The translator has taken the liberty to substitute the above para-
graph for a long catalogue of negations, encumbering the pages of the
original work ; it being needless to enumerate the multitudinous things
which Savages have not and cannot have.—B,
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no oertain notion of & supreme God. But though the savages had
no religion, as we understand that term, they made habitual
offerings to departed or unseen existences,—a kind of sacrifice
which other reporters called worshipping; and all, or almost all
the natives recognised supernatural beings, to whom they address-
ed aspirations for aid in eritical circumstances. Those of Canada,
in particular, assured Champlain that each prayed to his own
deity in heart if not orally. But these inward emotions had none
of the purity of religious aspirations. Valour and virtue were
with them, as with the pagans of old, convertible terms. High
desert, in a future as in the present state, was rewarded by a sen-
sual “paradise, reserved for the Indian warrior who had killed the
greatest number of enemies, and exalted the renown of his tribe.
His Hades was an imagined land of gloom, destitute of game, and
all other creature comforts, whose inhabitants, sluggards and
cowards on earth, lived forever in a wretched and despicable state
of existence. Like the heathen of antiquity, also, the North
American Indians deified the supposed powers of the visible
universe, and its more striking natural phenomena. A “spirit” they
supposed to be at work when air and water were in confliet, who
would _of course be the god or demon of storms ; it was thus they
would account for thunder and lightning, eclipses, &. The sun,
moon, and stars would also be considered as conscious entities by
such a people. But of the existenee even of a leading divinity, such
as the Jupiter of the ancients, they do not seem to have dreamed.
The first notion of ‘“a Great 8pirit,” who created and sustains the
universe, it is reasonable to believe, was suggested to them by
those spiritual interrogations—which lawyers would call  leading
questions”—addressed to them by missionaries and others, willing
to believe, for the credit of human nature, on slender evidence,
that no entire race of human beings, however barbarous in man-
ners or degraded in mind, ever was or could be destitute of be-
lief in a Supreme being. *

When the natives were preparing for a hostile expedition, they
tried to propititiate war-loving Spirits, by prayers and fastings.

‘*For the summary of Indian theology in the above paragraph, the
editor alone is responsible.—B,
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When setting out for the chase, preliminary fastings were supposed
to be agreeable to the tutelary spirits of the creatures to be hunted.
Superstitious respect was paid to the bones of the more redoubt-
able animals of the wilderness, seemingly out of sympathetic regard
for fierce natures, akin to their own.* If the amplitude of a river,
the height of a peak, the depth of a stream, the roar of a water-
fall, arrested their attention in a region newly visited, their obla-
tions were offered to the spirits of these waters, that rock, &e.
The sacrificing, in such cases, was usunally an offering of tobacco
thrown into the river, or a headless bird thrown towards the adored
height, if too lofty to be reached. The Cenis and the Agennis
offered the first-fruits of their fields to such spirits as these.

The Spirit of evil,{ and the spirit of war, were to be propitiated
by bloody sacrifices only. The Hurons presented to them the
carbonated flesh of slaughtered dogs as a burnt offering. Human
sacrifices took place only at savage feastings after a viotory. Jogues
reported, that, when he was among the Iroquois, théy sacrificed an
Algonquin woman in honour of Agreskoné, their war-god : inviting
that grim demon, as if he were present, to feast on the murdered
woman’s flesh ; and as an acknowledgment of the homage, he was
expected to grant his worshippers more victories.

The natives believed in tutelary angels,] under whose protec-
tion they set themselves, after long fastings. They put faith in
dreams, and believed that superior beings therein gave directions
and warnings to the sleepers for their guidance when awake. To
disobey an unseen spirit was to court evil ; though it was permis-
sible to interpret such communications as the subject of it chose.
Each person, too, was free to choose his own tutelary genii.

* Leouero :—* The savages cast the remnants of such, after a feast,
into the fire or a river, or bury them. ...... As for the bones of beasts
easy to take, they throw them contemptuously to the dogs.”—Relations
des Jesuites.—B,

t The Iroquois were, unconsciously, Manicheans : if it be certain, as:M.
Garneau intimates, that they recognised an all-potent demon called
JAtahensic, for the God of evil ; while Youskeka was their good Divinity.—-B .

t Another kind of imputed belief, of apocryphal nature, due probably
to such leading questions as, we before remarked, were put to the Indians
by the missionaries,—B.

Vor. I.—k
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The savages thus peopling the universe with spiritual existences,
neoessarily were induced to put faith in human beings pretending
to be interpreters of supérnatural communications, and to fathom
the mysteries of nature. The parties assuming such powers, once
recognised among ourselves as diviners, but now known as impos-
tors, the Indians ealled % medicine” men or women. -These
jugglers pretended, and were believed to permit or prevent rain at
will, to turn aside thunderbolts, to predict events, to secure suc-
cess in hunting, fishing, &c.; and were held in high estima-
tion accordingly. They were also the only mediciners of their
tribe. They undertook to cure diseases and heal wounds, by the
use of herbs, &o., accompanying their administration with super-
stitious ceremonies, to enhance the curative virtues.

The funereal observances of the Indians were of a touching
character. They mourned over their dead, uttering cries and
groans for months together* They covered the corpse, if that of
a man, with his finest vestments, painted his visage, and exposed
his body at the door of his hut, with the distinctive symbols appended
which he wore in life. A warrior of the same tribe as the defunct
would vaunt his past exploits in war and hunting. In some tribes,
the women, upon such occasions, wept, danced, and sang, inces-
santly. When the time for sepulture came, a tobacco-pipe was
placed in the mouth of the dead man, a club or tomahawk at his
side, with one of his idols and a bow placed upon his chest.
Thus equipped, the corpse waslowered into a deep grave, lined
with furs. It was then covered over, with tender care. A me-
morial stone or other mark was set up; to which were affixed
divers votive articles, as signs of the esteem of the offerers for the
departed. Sometimes his likeness, cut in wood, was attached,f
with graven symbols added, intimating the great acts he had
done during life,

Among the Hurons, two funereal celebrations were performed.

* The statement thus hazarded by the author shocks all probability.-B.
t “ Relation ” of the Jesuit, Pére Lalemant; A.p. 1646. [The Indians
of the present day, including the far west, seem not to inhume their
dead at all, strictly speaking. Vide the published experiences of Paul
Kane, during Travels to and from British Columbia. London : Long-
mans & Co., 1868-59.—~B.]
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The first was private, and took place on the'day of the party’s death;
the second, a public ceremony, was postponed till a future time.
In some places, the remains of the dead were borne in proces-
sion from village to village ; and at the elose of the solemnity they
were deposited in a great tomb, serving as a place of general
sepulture.

This public cemetery was hung with furred skins, and the dead
within were ranged in an appointed order. Here their relations
placed about them numerous articles of value, as memorials of the
deceased. As every corpse arrived, the females who accompanied
it uttered groans and lamentations; and each of the persons pre-
sent took a small portion of earth from the newly made grave,
which they afterwards ecarefully preservéd, as believing that it
brought luck to the possessor in gambling *

One of the most singular celebrations among the aborigines was
the festival of Dreams. This was attended or followed by real
saturnalia, during which they worked themselves into a state of
frenzy, and, like so many drunkards or madmen, would sometimes
rush from the scene of revelling, torch in hand, and set fire to
their villages.

They were much addicted to games of chance. The favourite
play was that of “ the bones,” or dice, of which there were two, cut
with unequal facets; one black, the other light yellow in colour.
These were thrown into a kind of bowl. The losing party, after
a certain number of throws, was replaced by others, until every
man in the village had tried his fortune in the play. Sometimes
a struggle for superiority at the game took place between the

people of two villages: and upen such important ocoasions, the
antagonist players addressed invoeations to their tutelary sljx\g'&s,

promising them votive offerings if luck were vouchsafed, implo®

* While turning up the soil at a spot six miles distant from Penetan-
guishene, near lake Huron, there wgs found, in 1847, under a thick
layer of earth covered with trees 18 inches in diameter, a grave twenty
feet broad, full of human bones, body wrappings, furs (some of these
being beaver-skins), all in good condition; along with more than a
score of copper kettles of various sizes, hatchets, conchs, and & quantity
of other but smaller shells, of species not found in the lakes of the
country ; some of which bad been formed into ornaments for the neck.
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ing favourable dreams, &o.; on the other hand, uttering defiances
of their adversaries, and, these being retorted, often quarrels,
ending in fights, would follow. In all cases, such matches lasted
for days, amid general clamour, with triumphal cries on one part,
and imprecations on the other.

The weakest of all the animal passions of the North American
Indians was that arising from the sexual desires. Considering
the degraded state of their females, it would be wonderful had
the affections of the men for them been at all ardent.—As soon
as the young attained nubile years, they were allowed all freedom,
and “ thought no harm of it,” to use the words of Lescarbot.
From this early and unrestrained frequentation, we may deduce
one cause of the limited fecundity of the native women ; as well as
from their practice of suckling their children for several years*
We may attribute also, in part, the comparative paucity of progeny
among savages, to the difficulties they everywhere meet with in rear-
ing their offspring.

Eloquence was an accomplishment in such high esteem
among the aborigines, that he who harangued the most volubly,
no less than another who fought with the greatest success, had a
fair chance to be elected as chief of a tribe. The native languages,
being highly figurative, were well adapted for oratory.

The social history of a race may give beforehand an idea of the
condition of its language ; and what we have already set down in this
work suffices for judging of the state in which the spoken dialects
of North America were found when it was discovered. We ought
not to expect to find among savages such perfect idioms as can
belong only to the language of a highly civilised people; never-
theless the several Indian dialects were found to be complete in

their organisation, and obedient to their own rules.t No horde

* Therein, the Indian women followed the plainest dictates of natare.
The established practice, among ourselves, of weaning children at too
early an age, violates natural laws, and has been condemned by many of
the most eminent of the medical faculty, both in Britain and on the
Continent of Europe. See the medical evidence in proof of the above
opinion, cited in an able work, “ Solution du Probléme de la Population
et de la Subsistance, par Charles Loudon, M.D.” Paris, 1842.—B.

t “ Oall them barbarians as much as you will, they (the savages,)
have at least a well-regulated language.”—Relation des Jésuites (1633),
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has ever yet been found speaking a language without order in its
phrases, or composed of incoherent sounds of no distinet significa-
tion ; for the spirit given to man, and which operates indepen-
dently of his will, follows laws as fixed as those of nature, and
manifests itself in vocables logically adapted to proper forms of
thought. No aboriginal language bears the impression of an
arbitrary increase of established terms, such as slowly results from
the labour and invention of man. Language is born ready made
with man, The dialects of savage tribes indeed bear the stamp,
if you will, of their social conditions; but they are also clear,
uniform, and well fitted, without having been regularised by the
grammarian, to convey, with logical precision, the expression of
all the passions. “ Reason and speech exist everywhere bound
together indissolubly,” says Bancroft. “ No people has ever been
found without a formed language, any more than a race destitute
of perception and memory.”

"T'he organs of speech being in mankind constituted alike, all
are capable of learning the language of each, for the primitive
sounds are essentially the same. This is so true, that the French
alphabet served to express, from the first, the sounds of the native
idioms; occasionally, however, with some slight variations. Thus
the Onneyouths ghanged » into I; saying Lobelt for Robert.
The other Iroquois, again, rejected the letter 7, and in none of
their dialects did the sound of m exist ; neither had they any other
labials. Of the different dialects of this people, that of the Onne-
youths was the softest, being the only one which admitted the
letter 7; while the Isonnonthouans was the roughest but most
energetio. The Algonquin dialects over-abounded in consonants,
and were therefore harsh: but even in them there were exceptions,
the Abenaqui language, for instance ; whieh, having more vowels,
was pretty melodious.

Aswe have already intimated, the aborigines, having adopted no
characters, were of course destitute of the art of writing. Their
communications with each other were by the voice; or, where that
failed, by the help of hieroglyphic marks rudely traced. We might
conclude from this fact that alphabetic signs originated in figures
of persons or objects, or personified ideas, so modified in time as to
have lost all resemblance to their antetypes. The rude lineaments
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of some animal, serving as a symbel, cut on t‘e bark of a birch-tree,
would indicate to ‘a wayfaring native that 4 member of his own
or some other recognisable tribe had lately passed through the
forest; and other significative marks appended thereto might
communicate a desire, or impart some intention. These devices
were sufficient, upon oceasion, to embody the pith of two or three
short verbal messages, &e., but they would of course be unsuited to
record the “short and simple annals " of even the most primitive
populations within the pale of civilisation.

The natural intelligence of the aborigine did not lend itself
readily to analysis; nor was such a proeess often meeded by him,
for he would have few complex ideas; and it is certain that, in
all the native tongues, words expressing things purely of abstract
nature, or significant of mental operations, are totally wanfing.
In hone do we find terms to interpret our names for Jumocaﬁ.nti-
nence, gratitude, or the like.

The most distinguishing feature of the American languages, is
their synthetio character. The savage does not separate the
constituent parts of the proposition he enounces ; his ideas he ex-
presses in groups, and thus forms his completed word-picture.
In fine, the absence from his mind of all reflective reason, of the
want of logical analysis in his ideas, areL}lthe traits ever conspicuous
in his modes of expression,* Every substantive term ought to be
definite, that is, complete for itself ; but neither the Algonquins nor
Iroquois could express the sense of father, without adding to it
the pronouns my, our, your, &. The savages had few gene-
ric terms, or mone ; for every entity had to be designated by his,
her, or its, proper name. They would speak of a tree—say, an
oak—as being green, or having some other attribute; but they
had not the words ¢trec and oak as simple terms. The nature of
their languages obliged them to make one word serve for noun,
pronoun, and adjective; but this eollective nature could afterwards
take verbal forms, undergo all changes needful, and comprise
in itself every relation which those forms would express.f
The terminations of the verbs never changed. For the inflexions

* Bancroft,
t Spencer Smith : History of New York.
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in our languages indicating variations of modes, tenses, &e., the In-
dian languages had verbal affixes, which served the same purpose.
For an instance of the collocative quality in their root-words above
referred to, let us assign a8 an example the noun ogila, which
signified ‘“fire,”” and the adjective cawaunna, “ great.” Instead
of expressing a “great fire,” by those two words, they inter-
mingled them thus: eo-gila-waunna. There existed among all the
American languages, from Hudson’s Bay to the straits of Magellan,
an analogy worthy of being noted ; which is, a total disparity in
their words, along with a great likeness in the structure of the
dialects themselves. If we remember that this lingual pheno-
menon obtained throughout regions (almost a moiety of the ter-
restrial portion of our planet) stretching nearly from pole to pole,
if we reflect upon the several shadings which existed in the gram-
matical combinations, we need not be surprised to find, among so
considerable a portion of the whole human race, a uniform ten-
dency in the development of intelligence and language.*

Reasoning thence, Mr. Gallatin was of opinion that this unifor-
mity of character in the grammatical forms and in the structure of
all the American languages, indicates a common origin in times far
remote. The synthetic nature of aboriginal languages justifies us,
some say, in drawing another conclusion yet more sure; which is,
that the ancestors of our savages were not a people of nationg
more civilized than they, and that their languages yield inherent
proof that these have not been spoken among any population but
those dwelling in mental darkness, where had never shone the sun of
civilization, Others again say, perhaps with more reason,—the
great Humboldt being one,—that none of the American languages
is in that state of rudeness for long ages mistakenly believed to cha-
racterise the infancy of human races: adding, that the more closely
we examine the structure of a great number of idioms, the more
shall we distrust those great divisions into synthetic and analytic
languages; a specious classification, he says, which has but a decep-
tious simplieity.{

* Travels of Humboldt and Bonpland.
t We read in the second of the Soirées de St. Petersbourg of the Count
Le Maistre, that the savage is the descendant of a civilized ancestor .
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The question has been raised occasionally,—Are the red men as
intellectually capable as the whites ? If such a question had been
put to the Romans, regarding the* mental capability of the bar-
barians who invaded Italy, they would probably have replied to
it as we now do in respect of our savages. Vainly do some rea-
sonemk, in order to account for the fruitlessness of all attempts
hitherto made to civilize the latter, draw its explanatory inferences
from the peculiar make of savage skulls, from their features, nay,
from their very complexion. Suggestions of this kind are to be dis-
trusted, as merely hypothetical, and therefore little worthy of ac-
ceptance in the present case. How many generations had to pass
away, before the barbarians who inundated the Roman Empire
could be civilized and christianized | and yet they settled amongst
numerous and well-policied populations. They were surrounded
with monuments of the fine arts, and had at their disposition the
scientific inventions, the products of the highest genius and most
consummate skill, that had then ever existed. If, instead of being
located amid such means for self-improvement, they had found
a wilderness to rove in, inhabited by wild animals only, should we
be able to calculate with nicety how long it would have taken for those
barbarians to raise themselves from the abyss of their degradation ?
Nothing, then, authorises the belief that the intellectual faculties
of savages are, by nature, inferior to those of the barbarians who
overran the Empire of Rome; yet who, or their descendants, be-
came fused in the most civilized populations of early Christendom.

In illustration of the mental powers of the Indians, as esti-
mated by one of our historical personages, nigh two centuries ago,

and this supposition is not improbable. ¢ The languages of savages,”
says the Count, ‘“ have been viewed, erroneously, as in an early stage of
imperfection ; whereas they are, and can only be, the wrecks of antique
tongues ruined, if I may so express myself, and as degraded as those
who speak them.” Itis while treating this matter that Le Maistre, giving
the rein to his imagination, gets out of all reasonable bounds in his spe-
culations, and expresses his belief that beavers, swallows, and bees are
degenerated human beings! [Few British readers will much respect any
opinion upon so important a subject as the origih of races or that of
human speech, enounced by such a flighty-witted philosopher, ‘ with
brain to wrong side leaning,” as the titled littérateur\ above cited.—B.]
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we shall refer to the report of a conference between M. de Fron-
tenac and deputies of the Iroquois, held at Cataraqui, in 1673:
“ You would have been assuredly surprised, my lord, had you
listened to the eloquent oratory, and marked the subtle spirit with
which all those deputies harangued and reasoned. Did I not fear
to incur your ridicule, I would venture to intimate that the noble
presence of these deputies, in conference with me, recalled to my
mind, somewhat, a meeting of the senate of Venice; albeit the
far coverings and the blankets of the Indian diplomatists differed
greatly from the robes of ceremony worn by thé procurators of St.
Mark."*

Among the Iroquois who were fain to pass into Canada after the
American revolution, was one of their number who had achieved
some reputation as a man of letters. Tyendinaga was his Indian
name ; but he was better known to the whites as Colonel Brant,
from having held a lieutenant-coloneley in the British service. He
received a classical education in one of the colleges of New England,
and was specially cognizant of the dead languages. He trans-
lated into Iroquois, from the Greek, the Gospel of St. Matthew.
He was reputed to be of a cruel disposition ; and the poet Camp-

bell gave him the discredit, in * Gertrude of Wyoming,” rightly
attaching to some atrocious acts of others,which he never committed.
But the poet erased, in the second edition of his Gertrude,
at the request of Brant’s son, the accusations he had brought
against his father.t Tyendinaga, in his latter years, retired, on half-
pay, to a property he received, within twenty leagues of Niagara.

* Letter from M. de Frontenac to the Minister of State, dated Nov,
13th, 1673 : Documents de Paris, série 2e.

t Such is the statement of M. Garneau, but it is not quite accurate.
Here are the facts :—The stigma affixed to the memory of Brant, in the
poem itself, remains as first written ; but in the notes of the later editions,
Campbell made a species of inadequate amende, in the following terms :
“1 took the character of Brandt from the common histories of England

«++To Britons and Anglo-Americans it is that we must refer the chief
blame in this horrible business [the desolation of Wyoming, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1778], at which Brandt was not even present....Some years
after the poem appeared, the son of Brandt, a most interesting and intelli-
gent youth, came over to England, and I formed an acquaintance with




122 HISTORY OF CANADA.

IT the savages have succumbed before civilisation, it is, first,
beeause of the paucity of'their numbers ; and next, beeause civili-
sation appeared among them all at once, without any transition,
with all the completeness it had aocquired in a progressive course
of somd thousands of years: besides, the whites laboured rather
to despoil than to instruct them. The anpals of the nations of
antiquity prove, that conquest usually annihilated communities the
most civilised and populous.

But if the savages were susceptible of civilisation, we must con-
clude that they had never come in contact with the people of a
nation more advanced in the arts of life than they ; nor had any
such contact really taken place even in the remotest ages : for then
they would have preserved somewhat of the advantages thereby to
be acquired. They had mowhere the habitudes of that second
stage in the progress of nations, the pastoral state, They had
neither herds nor flocks, and were ignorant of the use of animals’
milk as a nourishment for persons of all ages. Wild bees they
knew of ; honey-comb, doubtless; they sought after, but its wax
they turned to no accounp” Tron they were not cognisant of; or
if they were, they were inchpable of smelting the ore: and no na
tion ever attained to high }daterial improvement without its use.

These negational data béing assigned, respecting the state of the
North American Indians, when first visited by Europeans, are we
thence to draw the positive inference, that their ancestors could not
have been immigrants from Asia, in every region of which the above

him, on which I still look back with pleasure. He appealed to my sense
of honor and justice, on his own part and that of his sister, to retract
the aspersions which, unconscious of their unfairness, I had cast on his
father's memory.... Among other expressions to young Brandt,I made
use of the following words : * Had I learned all this [from documents pro-
duced] when I was writing my poem, he should not have figured” in it as
the hero of mischief’ It was but bare justice to say this much of a
Mohawk Indian, who spoke English eloquently, and was thought eapable
of having written a history of the Six Nations. I learned also, that he
often strove to mitigate the cruelty of the Indian warfare. The name
of Brandt, ther¢fore, remains in my poem a pure and declared character of
Siction” Tllustrated edition of the Poetical Works of T. Campbell.
London : Moxon, 1840.~It is to be hoped that the Brandt family was
quile satisfied with this recantation.—B. %
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commodities have nbounded during countless nges? But cen
tral Amerioa, we now know, was once the seat of oivilisation: the
ruins of Paleyfque and Mitla, cities which of old stood proudly on
the tabl(\-lnn«? of Mexico, indicate the presence there, during un-
ascertained tracts of time, of a nation far advanced in the arts;
a8 the late Mr. Presoott has so well expounded; in his admirable
history of the Conquest of Mexico.

The red races of Amerioa present a striking facial likeness to
the Mongols. Mr, Ledyard, a distinguished traveller from the
United States, wrote from Siberia that the Mongols resemble, in
every respect, the aborigines of America;-and that there still
exist in their remote region of northern Asia very peroeptible
traces of a current of emigration having flowed, from the north-
west to the eastward and to the south, at some far distant time.
The Tschukohi of the north-west of Asia, and the Esquimaux of
Amerioa, appear to have had the same origin, as the affinity of
their languages indicates ; and though the Tschuckehi and the
Tungounas do not understand the Esquimaux tongue, the latter
regard themselves and the former as people of one race* The
Tunassas of Siberia are the perfect bodily counterparts of our
aborigines ; and if we traverse America, starting from the north,
we find more primitive languages towards the gulf of Mexico
than anywhere else ; 1 as if the nations, brought to a stand by the
narrowing of the upper continent at this point, had been preci-
pitated as it were on each other, There existed a communigation
between the continent of North America and Asia. A Jesuit,
when travelling in the latter continent, was astonished, once on a
time, in meeting an American savage whom he had known in
Canada.{

Adopting the hypothesis of an Asiatio immigration,§ we are to

* G. P. Muller, Voyages et Décowvertes des Russes,

t Albert Gallatin,

{ “Some men have become famous for building large edifices of con-
clusions upon a knife-edge breadth of facts.” Lawrence Sterne--quoted
from recollection.—B, -

§ Father Acosta supposed that America had been peopled from the
north of Asia or of Europe, or by passing through territories which, he
imagined, neighboured the Straits of Magellan.
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conclude, then, that the Esc\]\’imaux and the Tshuckehi composed
the extremity of the supposed great torrent of incoming population ;
which would come t¢a halt at the time when the two peoples
were, one on the Ajherican sea-margin the other on the opposite
side; and separafed, at Behring's straits, by a sea-passage only
about fifty miles wide.

The Californians and the Atzecs themselves claim a northern
origin;* and all ethnioc data that have been brought together in
reference to the present subject, confirm the opinion, that the abo-
rigines of the New World had their origin in the Old; and that
those of North America, in particular, less advanced as they were
and are than the race which raised the monuments found in Mexico
and in other southern regions of the continent, had their origin in
the deserts of Tartary. It would be impossible to conceive, in
reality, of a greater similitude between two peoples, separated
80 long in time and so far removed in space, than that we find
between the American savages and the Asiatio Tartars.{

* The Chickmeques, who settled on the Lake of Mexico, and the
Mexicans who subjugated them, came from California,—HERRERA.

t “The condition of the Indian tribes comes next. The Indians!
the Indians!| Whether subjects of history or heroes of romance, or mixed
up in the miserable ephemeral literary trash of the day, they are always
exaggerated, disfigured, caricatured. They have been represented, by
gome, as brave, high-minded, and capable of sustaining extraordinary
privations : sometimes as cold, stern, taciturn ; sometimes as gay,
lively, frolickspme, full of badinage, and excessively given to gambling ;
sometimes as cruel, and even man-eaters, delighting in the infliction of
the most horrible tortures. Some will tell you that they have no reli-
gious notions, no conception of a great First Cause; others, that they
have a simple natural religion.

““Some of the earlier historians represent the Natchez as worshippers
of the sun, or worshippers of fire ; as having a temple dedicated to the
sun, keeping up a perpetual or vestal fire. They conclude, of course,
that these Indians must have been allied at least to the Perfvians or
Mexicans, if not descended from the fire-worshippers of the East. The
truth probably was, that in some miserable cabin or wigwim, a few
chunks were kept burning, as is the case in every Indian en¢ampment,
and indeed in every well-regulated kitchen. The fact is, that neither
the pen of Cooper, nor the more eloquent and fascinating style of
Chateaubriand, can inspire the slightest interest for their I
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We are well aware, now-a-days, how much influence climate
has upon the physical nature of man ; how it modifies his manners
his morals, and even the tendencies of his mind. The old native
citizen of the United States is quite a different person from the
man of British birth. The Anglo-American is tall, lean, lathy ;
his complexion pale, or sun-embrowned or wind-dried. The Bri-
ton is of stout make, his complexion sanguineous, and freshened
by the moist nature of his native climate. The descendants of
the British races in federated America retain, in a word, little of the
outward aspect that would conclusively identify them as being, in
flesh, blood, and bone, the same human stock that became located
in the now United States, at intervals, during the 17th or 18th
centuries, and even the now elapsed years of the present century.

and heroines, in the mind of a man who has been much among the
aborigines, and knows something of their real character and habits.
With respect to those nations which yet exist, we are able to see for
ourselves, and correct the false impressions which earlier writers may
have produced.,”—Inaugural Discourse of Henry A. Bunuarp, Esq.,

President of the * Historical Society of Louisiana,” New York: 1846.
-B,
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CHAPTER I.
DISPERSION OF THE HURONS.
1632-1663.

Louis Kertk gives up Quebec to the French.~Champlain returns to
Canada as governor, and strives to attach the aborigines to the
interests of France.—College of the Jesuits built at Quebec.—Death
of Ohamplain (1635).—M. de Chdteaufort succeeds him as governo’.
~—M. de Montmagny.—War between the Iroquois confederation and the
Hurons.—Father Lejeune founds the native village of Sillery.~Foun-
dation of Montreal by M. Maisonneuve. Foundation of the Hétel-
Dieu and Ursuline convent.—Peace-time for all the Indian tribes;
this ia first broken by the Agniers.—M. d’Aillebout replaces M. de
Montmagny as governor.—War between the Iroquois and Hurons ; the
latter finally beaten and as a nation broken up (1649-50).—The colo-
nists New England propose a treaty of perpetual alliance with the in-
habitants of New France.—M. de Lauson succeeds to M. d'Ailleboust.
The Iroquois, after their victory over the Hurons, fall upon the French
establishments.—M. d’Argenson replaces M. de Lauson.—Devotedness
of M. Daulac.—Peace made with the Iroquois.—Baron d’Avaugour
appointed governor-general: his quarrels with the Bishop.—Earth-
quake of 1663.—D’Avaugour recalled; M. de Mésy succeeds him.—
Dissolution of the Company of 100 Partners ; Canada becomes a royal
province of France. i

We now take up the thread of historical facts, laid aside from the
date (1632) of the treaty of St. Germain<en-Laye.—The huguenot,
Louis Kertk, kept Quebec for three years, in England’s name;
and gave it up, become a heap of ruins,¥ to M. de Caén, in terms
of a clause in that treaty. The Company of the Hundred Part-
ners resumed possession of the place during the following year.

* ‘But as for our habitation,” said M. de Caén, “my people have
| found it utterly consumed, along with 9000 beaver-gkins, valued at
‘ 40,000 livres.”
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Chaniplain, re-appointed governor, arrived with a richly laden
fleet, and took administrative charge of the colony. A guard of
soldiers, composed of pike-men and musketeers, with drums beating,
landed and marched to fort St. Louis, of which M. Duplessis-
Bouchard took command.

Recollecting the many efforts hitherto made by France to
defend Canada, Champlain sought to attach to her interest
the native tribes, the Hurons more especially, to whom he sent
missionaries to preach the Gospel: these were Jesuits. Occasion
had been taken, from the abeyance of French domimation, to
exclude the Recollets, though these friars were very popular in the
colony; beeause it had long been thought that the presence of a
mendicant order in a new missionary field, was more burden-
some than useful. The Recollets in vain petitioned the Govern-
ment to let them return.*

For an instant, immigration to the colony sensibly increased.
Among the new-comers were many rural labourers and artisans of
the more usefal kinds: besides a number of persons of good
family, who sought in New France that tranquillity denied them
in the Old; inhabiting, as they previously did, those French pro-
vinces wherein the Protestants outnumbered the Catholics.

In 1635, René de Rohant, a French jesuit priest, son of the
Marquis de Gamache, laid the foundation-stone of the college of
Quebec.—This was altogether a year of great promise for the
colony; but before it closed, New France suffered a heavy loss,
in the person of its governor and best friend, who died on Christ-
mas-day.

SAmMUEL CHAMPLAIN was born at Brouage, in Saintonge (Cha-

* ¢ Memorial which was written respecting the Recollet Fathers\
the province of St. Denis of Paris, and the right they have had, eve
since the year 1615, to repair to Quanada [sic], by the authorisation an
in virtue of the mission of the sovereign pontiffs ; under favour of whic
they built & convent and church at Quebecq [sic], and have originall
celebrated the holy mysteries in divers parts of said country.” The do-
cumént thus intituled was drawn up by Pére Potenlan, the supérieur.
The Recollets, in effect, asked permission therein to be allowed to
resume their labours in Oanada; and replied to the objections which/
were raised against that resumption. :
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rente-inférieure). His first calling was that of a mariner; and
he distinguished himself, as such, in the service of Henry IV,
The commandeur de Chastes singled him out as a fit person to
command and direct the first of those expeditions from France to
the New World which have caused his name to become a house-
hold word in Canada. Endowed with sound judgment and quick
perception, he conceived quickly, and followed up his plans (all
eminently practical) with a perseverance that no surmountable
obstacles could discourage. Thirty years of untiring efforts to
establish and extend the French possessions in America, often
under the most unpromising circumstances, prove the inflexible
steadiness of the resolution he brought to his great task —the
exaltation of New France. And this he chiefly effected, not by
military or naval force,—for he had little of either at command,—
but by equitable diplomacy and Christianising influences. For
one deviation from his system of peaceful polity, he has been
very severely censured, more as we think than the occasion
called for; we mean, his waging war against the Iroquois. But
the war, in which he thus took part, was not one of his making ;
and he was always ready to listen to reasonable proposals for the
cessation of hostilities. Had he lived, the Huron tribes, whose
confidence he possessed, would assuredly have found in him a
friend able and willing to save them from that perdition which
they were fated to suffer not long after his death.

Champlain has left us a relation of his voyages and expeditions,
in which we find its author an attentive and judicious observer
and a conscientious narrator. The work itself gives valuable notices
on the geography and physical aspect of the countries he visited ;
and abounds in details, interesting and curious, on the condition
and manners of their inhabitants. He had a religious turn of
mind ; but, like many of his compatriots, he distrusted the influ-
ence of the Jesuits. He preferred the Franciscan order, to that
of St. Ignatius; the former having, as he said, “less (political)
ambition.” The Jesuits, however, having exerted their influence
with the court of France to obtain permission to supersede the
Recollets, gained their point. Doubtless that influence soon
became of great service; for, more than once, the French kings
were about to renounce the colony, and each time they abstained
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therefrom, chiefly through religious motives. In these crises, the
Jesuits, directly interested in Canada, powerfully seconded the
founder of it.*

Champlain had a comely visage, a noble and soldierly bearing,
and a vigorous constitution that enabled him to bear the wear-
and-tear of body and mind which he underwent in a troublous
career. He crossed the Atlantic fully a score of times, to defend
the colony’s interests at Paris. By the death of Henry IV, two years
after the foundation of Quebec, he lost a good master and friend,
whom he had faithfully served, and who had, in return, been
greatly helpful to him.

As has been said before, Champlain brought his wife to Canada
in 1620. She was a daughter of Nicholas Boulé, a protestant,
and secretary of the royal household at Paris. The marriage-
contract was signed late in 1610 : but as the lady was then too
young, it did not take effect till two years later; yet 4,500 livres
tournois, out of a dowry of 6,000, were paid down. Champlain
bequeathed, in advance, the usufruct of all his fortune to his wife,
“in case he should decease while employed on sea and land in the
royal service.”

It would seem that he left no issue when he did die. The
Recollets began to keep the parish registerst of Notre-Dame of
Quebec during the following year. *“When we open the first
of these,” says M. Ferland, “a pardonable curiosity impels to a

\Asearch for any entries which might exist therein of the Champlain

* The opinion thus expressed derives negative confirmation at least
from the sentence rendered by the provostry of Paris, July 11, 1637,
in re “ The Jésuits of Quebec versus Jacques Hersaut and Demoiselle
[dame] Héléne Boulée, veuve Champlain.” Champlain, become
paralytie, had by a will, signed at Quebec, bequeathed part of his estate
to. the Jesuits.

t From the.24th of October, 1621, when the Quebec parish register
was begun, till 1629, there were but six marriages and two baptisms
among the Europeans in the colony. The first marriage, solemnized
Aug. 1, 1621, was that between Guillaume Couillard and Guillemette
Hebert, whose numerous family extended through the whole Quebec dis-
trict, but more especially on -the southern river-board below Point
Lévi. May 12, 1621, the first marriages in New England took place.—
Rev. J. B. A. Ferland : Notes sur les Regisires de N. D. de Québec.

Vor. I.—L
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family, in regard to whom, other contemporary documents. are
silent, One would gladly trace the family. history of the founder
of Quebec, if its course lay amid the people for whom' he opened
up a new country to dwell in’; one would gladly learn whether
any of our Canadian families have a right to claim him for an-
cestor. But I have ascertained, not without chagrin, after. careful
research, that there exists not, in all probability, a single descen-
dant of his in the colony he created, and in which . his. remaing
were reposited,”*

Dame Champlain remained in Canada only four years, She
returned to France in 1624, and appears never to have again re-
visited America. She founded a convent of Ursulines at Meaux,
took the veil herself; and entered her own foundation as “sister
Helen of St. Augustin.”{ There she died in 16564.

The successor of Champlain was M, de. Chiteaufort, of whom
we know little more than his name. He was replaced by M. de
Montmagny, knight of Malta, who. resolved to follow ont the sys-

*.[We find the following notice of Champlain, in the Relation of the
Jeshits, in a paragraph penned by Pére LeJeune, regarding the Féte of St.
Igpatius, July 1633: ‘\ This day, Sieur de, Champlain and the ship cap-

ns then in Quebec e to gain the Indulgences awarded to those
io attended chapel, on occasion of the festival of our holy father, Ig-
natius Loyola. A number of Hurons were also admitted, after vespers,
The chapel being as handsomely ornamented as our small riches allowed,
the savages were. quite struck, for we had set up the images of our
Saint Frangois Xavier on<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>