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Grand Chapter of Canada.

PROCEEDINGS.
The Twenty-seventh Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter

of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, held in the Masonic
Hall, Toronto street, in the City of Toronto, on Friday,

the nth day of July, A.D. 1884, A.I. 2414.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT.

M. E.



M mm-'

GRAND CFFAPTER OF CANADA.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

M. E.
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R. Iv
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Jas. Wilson,

Robt. Hendry, jr,

"
J. B. Nixon,

FAST FIRST PRINCIPALS.

M, I]. Coinp. Jas. Seymour, R. E. Comp. John Creasor,

N. Carolina.

Nova Scotia.

Vermont.

R. E.

(1

U

(I

L. H. Henderson,

Fred. J. Menet,

Daniel Spry, "

Donald Ross, V. E
S. E. Townsend,
A. G. Smyth,

R. B. Hungerford,

David McLellan,

Wm. G. Reid,

Wm. Forbes,

J. J. iMason,

'Thos. Sargant

Alex. Patterson,

Jas. B. Nixon,

J. Ross Robertson,

J. G. Burns,

Geo. C. Patterson,

Kivas Tully,

Robt. Hendry, jr

Henry Robertson,

C. E. S. Black,

John Satchell,

John Scoon,

John Parry,

W. I). Hepburn,
H. K. Maitland

Thos. C. Macnabb "

Robt. Mackay, "

(I

(I

«(

((

C. W. Brown,

Robt. Ransay,

Jas. Wilson,

Edwin Plant,

Wm. Panton,

Thos. McCarroll,

S. R. Moffat,

John Inglis,

Jos. Beck,

H. S. Broughton,

E. Comp. Otto Klotz,

F. F. Dalley,

John Malloy,

VVm. Waddington, jr,

A. W, Francis,

Thos. Miller,

J. Mc. L. Stevenson
V. Clementi,

Jas. Walters,

J. E. Harrison,

H. J. M. Wilson,

John Sinclair,

D. W. Mayes,
Wm. Smith,

J no. S. Tennant,

DeWitt H. Martyn,

J. M. Dunn,

J. A. Frazer.
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VISITOR.

M. E. Comp. T. S. Parvin, Past Grand High Priest, of the

Grand Chapter of Iowa.

A constitutional number of Chapters being represented by
their qualified officers, the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Canada, was opened in |limpk Jorm at 10:40 a.m.

R- E. Comp. R. B. Hungerford, from the Committee ipn
Credentials of Representatives, reported that there were eighty
piapters on the Roll of Grand Chapter, of which number fifty-

tour were represented by the following Companions :

'^\:
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No. I, Ancient Krontcnac Chapter, Kingston.

E. Comp. H. J. Wilkinson, Z
S. G. Fairtlough,

No. 2. The Hiram Chapter, Hamilton.

E. Comp. Chas. H. Foster,

E. " Otto Klotz,

E. " F. F. Dal ley,

R. E. " S. E. Tovvnsend,

No. 3. St. John's Chapter, London.

E. Comp. J, S. Dewar,
No. 4. St. Andrew and St. John Chapter, Toronto

E. Comp. Seymour Porter, Z.

M. E. " Fred J. Menet, P. Z.

No. 5. St. George's Chapter, London.

E. Comp. A. O. Jeffery, Z.

R. E. " A. G. Smyth, P. Z.

R. E. " R. B. Hungerford, P. Z.

No. 6. St. John's Cliapter, Hamilton.

E. Comp. E. Hill,

E. Comp. John Malloy,

R. E. Comp. David McLellan,
" " Comp. W. G. Reid,

Comp. VVm. F'orbes,

Comp. J. J. Mason,
No. 7. Moira Chapter, Belleville.

E. Comp. J. J. Farley,

V. " " VV. H. Ponton,
M. '« '• L. H. Henderson,

No. 8. King Solomon's Chapter, Toronto.

E. Comp. P. J. Slatter,

E. T. Malone,

Joseph Clare,

John Patton,

A. R. Riches,

Thos. Sargant, P. Z.

Alex. Patterson, P. Z.

Jas. B. Nixon, P. Z.

J. Ross Robertson, P. Z.

J. G. Burns, P. Z.

Geo. C. Patterson, P. Z.

Kivas Tully, P. Z.
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No. IC.

No. 12.

No, 16.

No, 18,

No,
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No. 32.

No. 34.

No. 36.

No. 37.

No, 38.

No. 40,

No. 44.

No. 47,

No. 52.

No. 53.

N"- 54-

No. 56.

No. 57.

r.RAVn CTIAPTFR OF CANADA.

VVati-rlod Chapter, (iait.

E. Comj). (J. J. (ireenhill,

.SiRiR't ChnptiT, Harrie.

K. Com p. C I.. Sandors,

V. " " J. McL. Sievonson, I'.

R. " " Rohort Ramsay, \\

M, " " Daniel Spry, 1».

Corinthian Chaptt-r, Pctcrboro.

E. Com p. W. I'atcrson, jr,

K. Comp. V. Clemcnii, P.

Victoria Ciiaptor, Port Hope.

E. Comp. W. H. W allacc,

Seynu)iir (!haptrr, liradford.

V. E. Comp. H. S. IJnuighton,

E. Comp. T. S. Patterson,

(iuelph Chapter, (Juolph.

V. E. Comp. John Inglis,

" S. R. Moffat,

R. E. " John Scoon,
" W. I). Hepburn,

" " H. K. Maitiand,

Mount Sinai Chapter, Napanee.

E. Comp Ogden Hinch,
" " James Walters, P.

M. E. " Donald Ross, P.

Wellington Chapter, Chatham.

R. E. Com[). Thos. C. Marnahl), P.

Prince Rupert's Chapter, \Vinnii)eg

R. E. Comp. David McLellan, V.

IJriicc Chapter, I'etrolia.

E. Comp. David Trotter,
" " John Sinclair, P.

Palestine Chapter, .St. Thomas.

E. Comp. George Cockran,
R. " " Robt. Mackay, P.

Georgian Chapter, Owen .Sound.

E. Comp. Robert Edgar,
R. " " John Creasor, P
M. " " Henry Maci)herson, P,

King Hiram Chapter, Port Colhorne.

R. E. Comp. Wm. Forbes, P

P.

P.

P.

P.

P.

J.

Z.

/.

/.

z.

z.

/.

z.

z.

J.

z.

z.

z.

z.

z.

z.

z.

z.

z.

Z. Proxy,

z.

z.

z.

z.

H.

Z.

z.

Z. Proxy.

rwi;.\i\

Si). 60.

No. 61.

Sit. 1)2.

So. 63.

•Nil, 04.

N... 65,

Nc
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(irand Scribe E. commenced to read the Minutes of the

Proceedings of the Twenty-sixth Annual C^^onvocation, held in

the City of Ottaw: on the 13th day of July, A. 1). 1883, A, I.

2413, when it was moved by M. li,. Comp. Donald Ross,

seconded by M. E. Comp. Fred. J. Menet. and resolved :

—

That as the proceedings of the last Annual Convocation,

held on the 13th day of July, have been printed, and copies

thereof sent to all Chapters under this jurisdiction, the

recorded minutes thereof be considered as read, and the same
be now confirmed.

The M. E. the Grand Z. then read the following

ADDRESS :

To tlic Mod Excellent tlu Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Canada—Greeting :

Companions :

—

Another year lias been added to the roll ;)f Time, and we
are spared to attend the twenty-seventli annual convocation of

the (irand Chapter of Canada, and to 'uiss in review the

jjroceedin^s of the past year S(j far as they affect the mterests

of Capitular Masonry within our Jurisdiction.

Before entering on a review of our acts during the year I

would like, however, to call your attention to a short retrospect

ot the history and position of the Royal Craft in Canada.
Previous to the year 1857 the Ciiapters in Canada were held

under warrants issued from the (irand (Chapters of England,
Ireland and Scotland, but a nund)cr of leading Companions
helieving it would be for the best interests of the Royal Craft

to unite together and have all Royal Arch Masons
under one contiol, and that a local one, took measures to

establish a Grand Cha'pter for Canada, wj-iic'.i was successfully

dune in the year 1857. For the purpose of shortening my
review I will divide it into thret; periods (A nine years eacdi.

Ihe beginning of a work of this kind is, of course the most
trying, conmiencing with but three C'hapters, having to [prepare

'> suitable constitution for iheir grand body, to so present
themselves to the various Cha; ters in (Canada as to secinx'

their adhesion, and to the sister Grand Chapter^ throughout
the world as to secure Hieir recognition, we may see they had
•in arduous as well as a noble work to perform. At the ninth
;innual (Convocation there were twenty-four chapters working
under the Grand Chapter of Canada, with a membership of
^"^47 and an income that year of $611, and the Cirand Chapter
\vns in friendly communication with nearly all the Grand

*'h
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Chapters o^ the world, (irand Chapter, however, was not at

that time entirely free from debt, there being till sonic liabil-

ities incurred during the early years unsettled, but it was able

to look forward to a prosperous future.

During the second period tne prosperity oi Grand (Chapter

was very gr^at. It had passed through the trying periucl oi

formatior" and was firmly established on a basis from which

1 trust it will never be removed. Peace and harmony pre-

vailed through i^s borders. Its affairs had been wisely

managed, and it had attained a well-known reputation with its

sister Grand Chapters thioughout the world. At its eighteenth

annual Convocation, it had uncer its control sixty-seven

Chapters, with a membership of 3,102 ; its recei|)ts were

$1,791.93, and it had a fund on hand amounting to $4,281.48,

a marvellous increase in every res[ject for such a limited

period.

It could not be expected that this great increase should

continue during the third period of nine years now ending.

During the former period nearly all the Chapters holding

under English, Irish, or Scotch warrants had given in their

allegiance to the Grand Chapter of Canada. There has al>o.

in the third period, been a daughter born unto us "The

Grand Chapter of Quebec," which with the entire consent

of this Grand Chapter was formed in December, 1876.

Permission was given by the Grand Chapter of Canada tor the

Chapcers under its jurisdiction in Quebec to meet, and if

considered desirable to form a Cirand Chapter for the Province

of Quebec at the annual convocation in 1874. And at an

especial convocation of this (irand Chapter held in February,

1877, for the purpose Oi considering the matter, the (Irand

Chapter of Quebec was recognized and welcomed as a sister

Grand Chapter, and has since been recognized and welcomed

as such, by the other Grand Chapters of the world.

It has also been the policy of this Grand Chapter not to

issue warrants for Chapters near oiher Chapters, or in places

where, from the paucity of lodti^es, it was not thought sutiticient

good material might be found to ensure the successful working

of a Chapter.

Prosperity, however, has continued, and notwithstanding

the loss in numbers sustained by the formation of the (Irand

Chapter of Quebec, during the third period cf nine years now

closing the number of Chapters on our roll has increased to

eighty ; the number of members to 3,734 ; the annual receipts

to $2,542.02, and Grand Chapter, notwithstanding the greatly
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increased calls for benevolence and other purposes, has a fund

amounting to $9,370.90.

With this slight retrospect of the history of the Cirand

Lhaptci, 1 will proceed to reoort the occurrences of the la t

vcar, and the action I have taken on such matters as have

been called to my attention.

Peace, harmony and prosperity have prevailed within our

holders, but few differences have arisen betw:;en Chapters or

companions, and those have been easilj adjusted with the aid

(it the comjjanions hlling the responsible positions of District

Superintendents, to whose valuable reports I will refer you for

a more full and extensive view of the position and i)rogress

made in their respective districts.

PEirriONS FOR NKW CHAPTERS.

I received in November last a petition from a number of

companions desirous of forming a Ciiaj^ter in Bowmanville.

Ii was not recommended by the Su])erintendent of the distr.ct,

and I also found there were other Chapters within a

>hort distance, so I declined to grant the dis|)cnsation

.bked for. In October last I received a petition from a

number of comi)anions for a dispensation to form a Chapter
.It Farkdale. I had some hesitation in granting their reque-^t,

a.-, Parkdale adjoins the city of Toronto, in which there are

several Chapters, but it was so strongly reco'^iimended by the

Chapters of the city, and also by the District Superintendent

-

the present- (t. H. of (irand Chapter—and other |)resent and
\>M officers, that I could not refuse. I have since had the

l)leasure of visiting the Chapter, with the District Superin-
tendent, R. E. Comp. (iallow, and think the (irand Chajjic-r

^vill have no hesitation in granting them a warrant. 'I'his is

t!ie only new Chapter formed during the year.

VISITS.

Besides visiting P^irkdale Chapter, as just mentioned, I have
also had the pleasure of visiting

St. Paul's Chapter No. 65, Yorkville.
St. johr.'s No. 6, Hamilton, when I also met the comixin-

10ns and otificers of Hiram No. 2, Hamilton.
f^ing Solouion's No. 8, Toronto.
St. Andrew's and St. John's No. 4, To onto.
St. (;eorgt''s No. 5, London.
Cardton No. 16, Ottawa.
Signet No. 34, Barrie, as well as the Chapter tu vvhicii I

"t-'l^'ng, Georgian No. 56, Owen Sound.

I'll/'
\l till

W

lig
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In all I was cordially received and hospitably entertained,

in many of them I saw work performed, and generally in a

very satisfactory manner. I have to return my thanks to the

companions of the different Chaj)ters for their kindness to me
during my visits. I have also to return my special thanks to

R. E. Comp. Gallow Superintendent of the Toronto I)istri( t, for

accompanying me on so many occasions in my visits to the

Chapters in his district. I regret that he will probably not be

with us at this convocation, he having recently broken his leg.

I have also to speak highly of my pleasant corres])ondonce

with various other Grand Chapter officers, more particularlv of

our R. Ex. Comp. McLellan, our G. S. E., whose unrcmittini^

attention to the duties of his office cannot be too highly

commended.
DISPENSATIONS.

I have granted the following dispensnticns during the past

year :

—

To instal as Z., not being H. 4.

" " H.W I. I.

" " " P. M. 3.
'* " H.,not being J. 3.

In these cases 1 have made careful encpiiries before granting

the disi)ensations, and have satisfied myself of their nee essity.

In several other cases I have declined to grant dispensations.

I have also granted several dis])ensations to allow Chapters

to meet and elect and instal officers when tlie regular nieeiini;

for that purpose had not been held.

I5V-LA\VS.

The By-lcws of a number of Chapters have been submitted to

me for confirmation—some being a general revision of the l!v-

laws and others being merely one By-law to alter tiie night ot

meeting, etc. On finding that the By-laws did not conllict '.viih

the constitution, I have confirmed them.

In January last I received a letter from R. E. Coinp. \\. !'

Gordon, Sui)erintendent of the Central District, stating that lie

had removed from the district. I instructed the G. S. I., tu

request R. E. Com[). G. M. Wilkinson, R I). S. to act for the

remainder of tne year, to which he kindly consented.

EXCHANGE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Some of the Grand Chapters of the United States havin::

adopted a system of ai)pointing representatives for a period ol

three years only, and some a])i)ointments near thi-^ Linw.'

Chapter having expired, I recommended the re-appointment ol

T\V£NrV-SI
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those companions whose term of office had expired as follows :

—

R. 1'^. Coni[). \Vm. Forbes, from the Grand Chapter of Illi-

nois.

R. E. Comp, J. G. Burns, from the Grand Chapter of Mary-

land.

M. E. Comp. James Seymour, from the Grand Chapter of

Iowa.

FINANCES.

The statements and accounts of the G. S. E. and G. Treasurer

will he laid before you by those otificers and I have no doubt they

ivill he found satisfactory. I would recommend to the Finance

Committee the careful consideration of the question, would

It not be advisable to encourage the commutation of dues of

Chapters and for that purpose to enable companions to com
mute their (irand Cha[)ter dues for a fixed sum, I am .satisfied

tiiat the number of unaffiliated companions is as much due to

the neglect of Chapters, to regularly enforce the payment of

dues, as it is to the neglect of the comjjanions. Dues are

allowed to accumulate until they amount to a sum which the

companions feel unwilling and perhaps at the time unable to

pay, whereas if by payment of a fixed sum at an earlier period,

they uMght be in the future exempt from these calls, many
would avail themselves of the privilege and would be jireserved

as valuable members of the Chapters.

OBITUARY.

In a jurisdiction so extensive we cannot hope that at an
annual convocation we will not be called on to mourn over
the departure of some of our companions, yet the hand of

lieathhas passed lightly over us during the past year. But two
*vho have held official ratik amongst us have been called away.
R. K. Comp. A. T. Houel, P. G. Prin. Sojourner of this Grand
Chapter, and a member of King Solomon's Chapter No. 8,

Toronto, and V. E. Comp S. H. Blondheim, P. G. Pursuivant
''^r a number of years, and a member of Cataracjui Chapter,
^'J. 12, Kingston. I have also heard of the death of Com[i,
fj\\. Andrews, S. E. of Ancient Frontenac No. i, Kingston,
|>n(l the Chapter to which I belong, Cieorgian Chapter, No. 56,
'lis to mourn the loss of two valued companions, Ii. ('omp.
l^ichard Notter, P. Z., of the Chapter, and Comp. Thomas
^cott, one of its charter members. I recon)mend that mem-
'"'11 pages be placed in our proceedings to our departed
•companions.

Tnere yet remains a matter to which I feel it is necessary to
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allude. I mean the difficulty which has arisen between the

Grand Chapter of Quebec and the (Jrand Lodge of Mark
Master Masons of Kngland. After the (irand Chapti r of

Canada had bet^n »ully formed and recognized as hiving

supreme authority m Canada over the Royal Arch and its

subordinate lodges, including the Mark Masters, it was found

that one or two English Lodges retained the right, under

their warrants, of conferring the degree of Mark Master, hui

holding under no suprenie authority. These Mark Masters.

or a portion of them, ai)parently seeing their anomalous

position, and desirous of becoming coimected with some

supreme authority, asked for and received warrants from the

Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England.

These lodges did not hold and never had held any authoritv

from the Grand Lodge of M. M.'s of England, being in exist-

ence long before the formation of that grand b(xly. The

Grand Lodge of M. M.'s had never issued a wan ant to a

subordinate lodge in Canada. It had recognized the (irnnd

Chaj)ter of Canada as having supreme authority over M. M.

lodges in Canada. It had afterwards, when the (Irand

C'lapter of Quebec was formed, out of and with the full

consent of the Grand Chapter of Canada, and had assumed

over that portion of Canada known as the Province of Quebec,

all the rights, privileges and responsibilities formerly belonging

to the Grand Chapter of Canada, recognized the Ornnd

Chapter of Quebec. Yet in the face of this the Grand Lodjie

of M. M.'s assumes a right to issue warrants and form M. M.

lodges in the Province of Quebec.

It seems *o me the M. M.'s who applied for warrants to (he

G. L. of M. M.'s of England might have with equal propriety

applied to the Grand Chapter of New York or the Grand

Chapter of California for warrants, and that those grand bodies

might with equal propriety have granted them. In my view

there is only one grand body that has a right to authorize the

conferring of the M. M.'s degree in the Province of Quebec,

and that is the Grand Chapter of Quebec.
Such being the case, and if Grand Chapter agrees with me,

what course should this grand body take under the circum-

stances ?

If we can believe that the representations of this Grand

Chapter, added to the representations of the (irand Chapte's

that have already given an oi)inion, and of those who «ill

undoubtedly give an opinion shortly, will have sufficient weipit

with the Grand Lodge of M. M. Masons of England, to induce

TWKNTV"!
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that grand body to reconsider their position and withdraw the

warrants issued to M. M. M.'s within the territory of the

(irand Chapter of Quebec. I would unhesitatingly say that no
action should be taken at this Convocation further than strongly

makint,' those representations. If, however, the (Irand Chai)ter

is of opinion that it is incumbent on us to immediately take

action in the matter, I think the proper course would be to

declare thai this (irand Chapter cannot recognize any M.
M. M.'s to be made in the Province of Quebec, excej^it those

made mder the authority of the (irand Chapter of Quebec.
In conclusion, conijjanions, let me ask you to join with me

in returning our heartfelt thanks to the Most High for the

happy and prosperous year we have just passed, and let us

pray that he may continue to i)reserve our Order by cementing
,iml adorning it with every social and moral virtue. So mote
it be.

Henrv Macpherson, (i. Z.

Grand Chapter of Canada.
July nth, 1884.

It was moved by R. E. Comp. Thos. Sargant, seconded by
M. E. Conij). Donald Ross, and resolved :

—

That the address of the M. E. the Grand Z. be referred to

the Executive Committee •:o report thereon during the present

Convocation of Grand Chapter.

The following reports of the various Grand Superintendents
of Districts were presented :—

•

LONDON DISTRICT.

To the Most Excellent, the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of the Grand
Chapter of Canada.

In compliance with the Constitution of Grand Chapter, I

heg leave to submit my Second Annual Report on the condi-
tion of Royal Arch Masonry in this District for the paf:t year.

• here are thirteen Chapters in the London District, to my
egret all are not so active as they ought to be, some are in fact,

ilmost dormant, from what cause I cannot tell. I find one
\ery prevelent complaint, is that with the present regulations of
''Wnd Chapter confining the office of First Princip.al to those
only who had served as Past Masters, which ajjj^ears to be an
!ict of injustice to Chapter Members, who are led to believe at
"leir exaltation that if they are found faithful to their trust they
are entitled to be admitted to a full participation of the Mys-
teries of the Supreme Degree, upon finding that such is not the

.
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case, unless they have been fortunate enough to have passed

the Oriental Chair, they lose all interest, hence the decline of a

number of Chajjters. It is an established fact a very large

majority of I'ast Masters are not Royal Arch Masons and do
not desire to be, their ambition being satisfied. I trust that

this barrier will soon be removed and that life and vitality will

be once more seen in our Chapters.

On the 17th day of AuL^ust 18S3, I received a letter trom

Companion Cochran, of Kidgetown, stating that he had hceii

in corres|)ondence with some of the members of (irand Chapter

in regard to starting a Chapter in Ridgetown, and also some of

the members of l">ie Chapter No. 73, who had just returned

their warrant in consecjuence of being unable to maintain a

Chapter in the Village of I'ort Stanley, and had fallen ir.to

arrears with Crand Chapter. 'I'he result of this coricspendenie

was an application to me, U[)on condition of putting said

Chapter in good standini; with (irand Chapter, would I recom-

mend the transfer of Erie W'arrant to the i)rospcrous Villai^e (

f

Ridgetown. Before taking any action in the matter I consr.ltcil

as many of the old members c^f I'aae Chai)tcr that I could find,

and also made a ])crsonal visit to Ri^lgetown and took a careful

survey of its surroundings and came to the conclusion that tlieiv

was a good field for a pros[)erous Chapter. I alsc; found ujion

encjuiry that quite a nund)er of Master Masons were desirous of

becoming Royal Arch Masons, |)rovided they could get their

degrees without having to go so far away for them. I then in-

formed Companion Cochran that upon Erie Chapter jiaying

up all arrears due to (irand Chai^ter, and asking for the retiirti

of the Warrant, I had no objections to transfer the Warrant to

Ridgetown. On the 25th day of September the Warrant was in

my hands, and the Companions being duly notified, I convened

a meeting of as many of the old members of Erie Chapter.

assisted by the members of Palestine Chai)ter, and received in

due form the names of two companions for affiliation and ten

applications for the Royal Arch degree, which were referred to

a committee to rei)ort on at the next regular Convocation in

October. At that meeting the Committee having reported in

favor of all, the ballot was passed and all were duly elected

members of Erie Chapter No. 73. Erie Chapter assisted bv

the officers and members of Palestine Chapter No. 54, then

proceeded to confer the several degrees on eight of the candi-

dates, which degrees were given with great effect, althoiign

greater part of the night was speiit in performing the ceremonies.

The election of officers for the ensuing year then took place,
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e'ectinj; Companion Cochran as First Principal, ComjjanioM

Elliott as Second Prin(i|)al, and Companion Anderson as Third

I'liiKJlKil, iijjon resolution of the (Chapter, Dispensations were

a|)i)liccl tor to instal the First and Second Principals to their

itspfctive offices, not being duly (jualified in consecpience of

nut having served as Principals in Chapter before, upon my
rccoinmendatic^ii were granted by the Most iCxcellent (irand /.

Upon receiving the documents I notified ti)>. meml)ers (jt I'-rie

Chapicr, and at their reipiest and with the consent of the officers

and inemhers of Palestine Chapter No. 54, atul with their assis-

tance I iiist;illed the new offu ers in their res))ective positions,

and ir.ay now add ' .-re that having paid close attention to this

I may say new Chapter, I am i)erfectly satisfied that for once I

have done a good thing f(jr the Craft, and that the reconl of

Kric Chapter for close working and careful attention to the laws

ni Royal Arch Masonry is an examjjle worthy the imitation of

some older Chapters in this District. I have visited all the

("hapters that notified me of their meetings, and called the at-

icntioii of the otheis to Clause cSo of the Constitution. Some
replied wishing to defer ni)' visit to some more favourable

time, as they were doing no work, so that in all I have i)aid

some nine olificial visits. The visit to Hruce ('hapter, Petrolia,

presided over by Ilx. Companion Trotter, which T made f)n the

isi day of May, accom])anied by Companion Butler of I'ales-

tine Chapter, who has acted the j)art of aide throughout this

year, was one of the most j)leasant and profitable that I ever

cxjicricnced. The exenii)lification of the M. ]\. and R. A.

Degrees was perfect and the courteous treatment after the

dosini^ of the Chapter of the visitors of that night will be long

remembered by them as one of the green spots often read but
rarely seen,

I had the honor of installing the officers of St. Georges, No.
5, London, Palestine, No. 54, Alymer, No. 8r, and in the last

tuo named saw some very good work done. On the 23rd
April I paid St. John's Chapter No. 3 an official visit, and I was
Very much disappointed to find that one of the oldest C'hapters
so tar behind in their work. I did expect something better
irom a city Chapter. There were a numbeT of excuses given,
Init none that had any weight. I arranged to hold a Chapter
of Instruction at any time that would be convenient to the city

Chapter. They chose the 28th of May. I notified the Chap-
ters in the District of the fact, hut it was not so well attended
as It should have been, although it was very much needed
q^ecially in the city Chapters. In the month of June 1 held
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another Chapter of instruction in the City of St. Thoniiis, with

much l)etter results. It was well attended and nuich of its suc-

cess is due to the members of liruce and ICrie ("haptcrs, who
turned out in good numbers and exemplified the work in good
style. ICx. Comp. Cockran exemj)lifying the M. M,, Kx.

Comp. Slater the M. E,, and Kx. Comp. Trotter the R. A. I)c

gree, and I am fully assured that much good will result fn^m

this gathering from the great interest displayed and (a refill

en([uiry after knowledge of every part of the ceremonies that

was at all obscure and for which there is no means to obtain

mformation only by meetings of this kind when all i)arts art-

brought under discussion.

There has been but one cause of complaint brf)ught hcforc

my notice, and that was of I^x. Com]). Miller of Ark Chai)tcr.

No. So, wherein he comjilained of the action of the First I'liiui

pal Kx. Comp. Craig, in not protecting his rights as a nienihcr

of the said Chapter by recjuesting a visiting Comp. to ntirc

from the Chapter Room on their night of meeting, with whom
he had some misunderstanding and positively refused to sit with

him. The First Principal refusing to comply with the reciikht,

hence the complaint on the 26th May. I visited Ark Chapter

for the pur|)ose of investigating this complaint and ruled the

member's rights must be i)rotccted, but at the same time there

was some good reason shown in justification of the actions of

Ex. Comp. Craig, it appears that Ex. Comp. Miller had not

attended his Chapter meetings of late, and the visiting (.'onii)..

Mr. Adams, being an expert in the work, had been invited to

assist Ex. Comj). Craig in conferring some degrees, and as a

matter of courte.sy Ex. Comp. Craig disliked to ask him to

retire after inviting hmi there and knowing the nature of the

grievance, that it was merely a misconstruction of soiiiethini;

that had been said some eighteen months prior to this tinic

entirely foreign to Arch Masonry, considered Ex. Comp.

Miller acting in an arbitrary way by making the request at that

time and under the circumstances. Ex. Comp. Craig acquiesced

in my ruling although it placed him in a very awkward position

and jeopardized the fraternal relations existing between Ark

ChajJter and the Detroit Chapter, of which Comp. Adams is ;i

prominent member, but trust by this time this difficulty has

been healed and harmony prevail in Ark Chapter as it does in

all other Chapters in the District.

I cannot conclude this report without expressing niv thank>

to Companions Stuart and Butler of Palestine Chapter who have

cheerfully attended me on my journeys and rendered me valu-

TWENTY-S
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able aid at all times, and to the Comi)anions q\ the District of

Korulun from whom I have received the most uniform courtesy.

All of which IS resj;ectfully submitted.

Rout. Mac Kay,
G. S.y London District,

St. Thomas, Jul) 3rd, 1884.

WILSON DISTRICT.

To the Most Exctllent the (Irand Z., Officers and Companions of the

(Irand (JhapttT of Koyul Arch Masons of Canada :

\s rccjuired hy the (!onstitution, 1 herewith heg leave to

>ul)mit my report on the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in

the Wilsoti District.

I rcj^rct that I have not been able to pay that attention to

the duties of the office of (Irand Superintendent which its

importance demands. I also regret that for several years [)ast

very little, if any, advance has been made in this District in the

ko'val Craft.

Of the four Chapters in the District, Mount Horeb Chapter,

No. 20, Brantford, is the only Chapter that has made any
iirogriss at all. The other Chapters, as I am informed, have not

met during the t)ast year, but I trust that through the well known
energy and zeal of E. Comp. R. Stark, who was lately elected

I'ir^t Princi[)al of Oxford Chajjter, No. 18, Woodstock, the G.
S. may !)e a!)le to report a better state of affairs as far as that

I'h.iptcr is concerned, at the next annual convocaticm of Grand
Chapter.

!n now taking leave of the Companions of this District, I

must aj^ain thank them for the cordial stipport and kindness
whi h I iKive for so many years received from them in my
intercourse with them, and trust that harmony and good fellow-

ship may continue to prevail throughout the District.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Ch. L. Beard,
G. S. Wilson District.

Woodstock, 30th June, 1884.

WELLINGTON DISTRICT.
To the Most Excellent the Grand Z., Officers and Companions of the

''rand Chapter ofKoyal Arch Masons of Canada :

In compliance with the requirements of the Constitution of
the Grand Chapter of Canada, I beg to submit my report on the

j^|S|M|||n|
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condition of Royal An h Masonry in the Wellington District,

There are seven (Ihapters in the District, viz : Wntcrloc,

No. 32, (lalt. (liielpli, No. 40, (liielph ; I'Mora, No. 4(;. liloia
;

Sangeen, No. 50, \\ alkerton ; I'',nteri)riso, No. 67, Hnrriston
,

(Jrand River, No. 70, Herlin ; Ionic, No. S3, Orangi. ville.

I visited the following: Waterloo, No. 32, (lalt; (liiclph.

No. 40, (iiU'lith ; (Iraiul l<i\ir, No. 70, and found llieiii iii|;(;()(!

Nvorknig order and in a healthy aiiil |)ros])erous (oiidilion. Iiui

in the case of IClora, No. 49, which has been prat ti( ally dor-

niant for several years, I found it necessary in company with

a number of (!om|)anions fronj (luelph Chapter, to pay ascrio

of visits with a view of placing it in its former position, wim h

I am ha|)py to say pioved a success, and is n(nv prospering ami

doing a great amount of work.

Having received no summons for meetings from either of the

following C'haplers, vi/., Saugeen, No. 50, Knterprisc, Nn. (»;,

Ionic, No. 83, although having called attention to Clause So oi

the (Constitution, consecpiently could not \isit their Cliaptcr\

With reference to Saugeen C'hapter, No. 50, I have hccn

informed hy the Scribe E., Comp. (iunn, that he ([uestions

whether there are nine Royal Arch Masons in the place, render

ing it impossible to hold meetings. WouUl therefore reconi

mend in the interest of (Irand Chajiterthat if some effort is not

made on the part of said Chapter to reorganize, their warrant

be withdrawn.

At the instance of Grand Scribe R. I notified those Ch.ipttr>

in arrears which I trust have duly resj)onded.

I granted dispensation to the Comjjanions of l^lora ("haptir,

No. 49, to appear clothed as Royal Arch Masons at Divine

Worship, held in Elora, i8th May, 1884, on which occasion I

had the pleasure of being ])resent.

1 am happy to report that no Masonic complaints have been

laid bef(jre me, which is an evidence that harmony prevaiN

throughout the District.

In conclusion, I sincerely thank the Companions throughout

the District for the kindness and courtesy shown ine on all

occasions. Also R.l'v.Comp. David McLellan, Grand Scribe F...

for the very prompt manner with which he dealt with all com

munications referred to him.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

John Scoon,

G. S. Welliiigtofi Distrut

Guelph, July 4th, 1884.
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HAMII/rOiX DISTRICT.

To the Most Kxcullent iIk- (Jratvl /. Dtficcrs and Coinpaaionh of llieGraml
L'ha|)tir of Kii> ill Arrli Masons ol Canada 5

I have the honor to present herewith my rejjort on the pro-

-rcs'^ of Kiiyal Arch Masonry in the llainihon Di.stricl during

tiic year ju>t (losing.

I have offnially visited the four chapters in my District, and

h.ivc duly installed the officers, during the year. 1 Tmd that in

luli case the dues have been ail |)ai(l, and returns made to

(Ir.md Chapter in full up to the 31st of May, 18S4.

I am happy to he ahle to report that thi* utmost harmony
linvails, and nothing wlialever has occurred among the ( 'om-

ji^inioiis to mar the prosperity of oui order.

The i^iowth of membership has been large, and I know of no

instance in which an objectionable member has been admitted
;

I'l fai t I am disposed to conclude that the materia! lias been
a!)i)vc ijic average.

1 am glad to have the opportunity of reporting that in my
l)bUit;t every Chapter is working in full accord with the desired

v.urk as ordered by the (Jrand Cha|>ter, and whic;h I fmd is not

'^iily very popular among the Companions but ea( h Chajjter is

|uriiciilarly proud of its labois, and very ju.-^tly so, as now
ixcinplified by the Principals and officers of the Hamilton
l)i>tri{:t.

One of the most pleasant duties 1 have had to i)erform during
my term of office has been in taking part in an ofticial visit of
ihc Most Excellent Companion the Grand/, to The Hiram
and St. lohn's Chapters in the C'ity of Hamiltcjn, on which
"nasion rhe (Irand /. was i)leased to compliment Excellent
t umpanicjus Dalley and Malloy and the ot'ficers of those
' liapters on the faithful carrying out of, antl c(m{lucting the
«urk as laid down by the (irand Chai)ter of Canada, and the
pleasure he (the ( Irand Z.) had in his visit to one of the great
' "-ntres of Royal Arch Masonry.

In conclusion, I beg to tender my sincere thanks to all the
(-wipanions of the District by whose uniform courtesy and
kindness my official year has been made one of great pleasure
"1 tvery i)articular.

I'raternally submitted.

w. (;. reid,

G. S. Hamilton District.
Hamilton, July, 1884.

liil
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HURON DISTRICT.

To the' Most Kxcellcnt the firand Z. , (irand Principals, Officers and Com-
panions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Slasons of Canada :

In accordance with tlie requirements of the Constitution, I

present my report on the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in

the Huron District, over which I had the honor of hcitm

elected (irand Superintendent at the last regular Convocation

of Grand Chapter.

In assuming the office I fully intended and expected to he

able to visit all the Chapters in the District, but I regret to say

that I have been unable to carry out my intentions—the duties

of inspection of Public Schools for ICast Hur(jn demaiuJinj^ all

my time.

On the 5th of February, I visited Exeter Chapter No. 85,

and installed its officers. I also visited Iliu'on C'ha|)ttr No.

3'^, and have pleasure in reporting both in aflourishiiig position.

Although unable to visit the others, 1 know from tiic notices

of meetings received, that most of them are doing a good deal

of work, ?.- a as I have had no complaints from any of them, I

am satisfied that peace and harmony prevails.

During the year a new Regalia was pinchased for the office

of the (irand Suj^erintendent—most of the funds for which wns

collected by my predecessor in office, l^^x. Comj). Waugh.

In conclusion I beg to thank the Officers and Companions

of the Huron District for the uniform kindness and courtesy

extended to me during the year.

All of which is respectfully submitted

D. McG. Mailoch,

G. S. Huron Disirul

NIACiARA DISTRICT.

To the Most Elxcellent the Grand Z, Grand Council, Grand Officers and

Companions of the Grand Chapter of Canada.

As required by Article 43 of the Constitution of the Grand

Chapter, I beg to submit my report as (irand Superintendent of

the Niagara District for the past Masonic year.

There are seven Chapters in this District, namely :

—

No. 19, Mount Moriah, St. Catharines.
" 29, McCallum, Dunnville.
" 55, Niagara, Niagara.
" 57, King Hiram, Port Colborne.
" 64, Wilison, Welland.
" 69, (irimsby, Grimsby. [Falls South.

*' 76, Mount Nebo, Drummondviile, or Niagara

ii.>*- \
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1 have visited each Chapter, some of tliem twice, and intended

to have visited all a second time, but business and sickness

prevented.

NO. 19, MOUNT MORIAH, ST. CA'lHAKiXKS.

This is the C'hai)ter of the District, ably presi'led over by Ex.

Cuiiip. I
1). Christie.

I visited them on Nov, 9th, 1883, accomi)anied by several

Companions of my own Chapter. The work was in the Mark
Degree and was well done by Ex Comj). J. I). Christie, assisted

t>v lv\. Conip. Vale.

This Cha|)ter is strong socially and financially, and has the

larjiest niembershij) of any in the J)istrr:t.

1 had not the [)rivilege of meeting M. \\\. Comp. Seymour at

ibis ir.eeting.

They have made their annual re])()rt to (I. C. and paid their

'J. C. I'ees to dale.

'i'hey also kindly allowed me $5.00 towards my ex])enses.

This ("ha])ter gave an exemplification of the work in the R. A.

Dci^rcc June 20th, '84, JCx. Com]). J. I), ('hnstie |)residing,

as>i^tc(l hy R. JOx. Comp. (Joodman, l(j wliich 1 invited the

Chapters of the J)istrict. A number of the Companions availed

ihoiiiselves of the ()pi)ortimity, as also some of our American
Companions. Unfortunately some personal matters at the last

mtjment prevented my being present which I very much
regretted. Information received from those present say the

work was well done, our American Cousins being piarticularly

delighted. I'a. Com. Christie is to be congratulated on the

success attending this his first exemplification, and I have no
(lodht he will yet he found and applied to higher use in Grand
Chapter.

NO. 29. :.i'cAI,I,UM, DUXNVILI.K.

1 his ('ha])ter I visited on January 18th, 1884, accompanied
tjy C()ni|)ani()ns Robert T'hompson and W. A. C^ole, both of
whom will long remember it ; first for the long cold drive we
liad in going and returning, and second, from the hearty manner
"1 which we were entertained after Chiipter meeting.

Miey had no work, but I had the pleasure of installing their
otficer

, Ex. Comp. A. Cooper, as Z, an old personal friend of
>ny own.

Ihis (!haj)ter stands second as to numbers, and contains
iii'iny uvll known Comi)anions who should give this Chapter a

'^^tge e(,ual to any in the district.

^ expect 10 find a greater interest in the minutiiu of routine of
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work now that Ex. Comp. A. Cooper is First Principal, wlio

has had the G. C. returns and dues, with arrears promptly paid

to date, which has not always been the rule with this Chapter.

This Chapter kindly allowed me $5.00 towards my expenses

as G. D. Supt.

NO. 55 NIAGARA, NIAGARA.

This Chapter I went to visit on November 15th, 1883, ^

regular meeting, but although I notified the Ex Z. and S. E., I

would visit them officially at thnt date, there was no meeting.

I called on such of the Companions as I could find personally,

but all seemed to think it was no use in trying to sustaiii a

Chapter in the Town of Niagara, having only one Lodge as a

feeder. They however promised to have a meeting of the

Chapter at an early date, and decide whether they would

resusitate the Chapter or surrender their Charter.

On examination of the books I found their last meetini: was

Sept. 14th, 1882, with no minutes contirmed since Se[)t. 7th,

1882, and then only called together the necessary meeiings to

exalt an applicant.

That they had made no G. C. returns since January 31st,

1882, and then in arrears $10.60, the books being in a very un-

satisfactory state.

After alaiost unlimited corresi)ondence on my part (seldom

getting a rei)ly) and determining to peremptorily summons

them unless they called a meeting. I got a special meeting of

the Chapter for April 17th, 1884, (Good Friday) when I was

present. After hearing the discussion on their affairs, I found

the Chapter in a very unsatisfactory condition. .Vbout $no.oc

in debt and then paying no rent ; about $30.00 dues in arrears.

a great part of which I fear will never be collected.

When I report their books were never audited from tiie date

of the organization of the Chapter, 1873, you will understand

how they have been doing business. This I was suri)rised at

as I know they have some good business men amongNl thcni.

At this meeting an Audit Committee was appointed on the

accounts and financial prospects to report to a special called tor

April 24th, 1884, at which meeting a decision was to be arrived

at as to what they would do.

Since which I have received no official notice from ihcni.

although I have repeatedly written them.

I have, however, thanks to Comp. E. W. Thompson, (oneot

the audit committee,) who courteously replied to my enquiry,

found out they have done nothing since I was there, April 17th
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last, neither can the audit committee make a report on the

books, being unable to get them for that purpose.

I therefore recommend that my successor be given full power

to deal with them, and that unless some guarantee be at once

given they are going to work, their arrears to G. C. paid, that

their charter be withdrawn, their property taken charge of by

the (irand District Superintendent, sold, their debts ])aid, and
the balance paid over to Grand Chapter, giving the Compan-
ions who are clear on the books ihe usual certificate of with-

drawal.

NO. 57, KING HIRAM, PORT COLRORNE.
This Chapter having been unfortunate by loss from fire on

Janunry 1881, had not held a meeting for almost two years. I

have succeeded through the assistance of R. Ex. Comp. J. B.

Xef*" in getting them at work.

I visited them on January 3rd, 1884, and installed their

oifi(ers. I intended to have again visited them at their June
meeting, but circumstances prevented. 'I'his Cha[)ter has con-

si(lc!al)le local ability from which, after the discouragement of

their loss l)y tire has passed off, I expect to hear good reports.

From the regularitv of the receii)t of their summonses they

are giving attention to ('hapter Work. Their G. C. returns are

in and dues paid.

NO. 64, .VII.LSON. WELI.AND.
This Chapter I visited November 2Sth, 1883, and installed

their otticers, Ex. Comp. S. E. Hopkins, Z., after which they

entertained me most heartily. I also went to visit them at an
emergent, May i6th, 1884, but through some misunderstanding
and sickness in the family of the Ex. Z.. and of Ex. Comp.
Hridgman, S. E., there was no meeting.

On the examination of the records of G. C. a-; shown by the

I'rinied proceedings, this Chai)ter appears in arrears for $10.
On my first visit I made enquiry as to why this should be.

!< K. Ccmj). I. P. Willi,on replied that he had paid R. Ex.

Comp. Ste|.>hens, liien G. S. E, August 12th, 1875, that amount
un account of the Chapter, taking his recei|)t therefor, that said

rt-'ceipt hud been mislaid, but that the Chaj)t<T books verified

his statement. This statement was sup|)urted oy die Compan-
'"!is generally. And from the investigation 1 have made in the

'"•'Uer, I believe it to be correct.

1 therefore recommend that this Chapter be credited the
•^mount, and that R. E. Comp. Stephens be notified by the G.
^- 1- to make good the amount or be dealt with bv G. C, as
^hey see fit.

nm
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This Chapter has too many able Companions each apparently

expecting the other will do their work, as should they all do

their share and take a live interest in their Chapter the St.

Catharines Companions would have to look well to their laurels

to hold the first place in the District.

I am sorry to report they have not made their G. C. returns

nor paid their dues to date, although 1 have written them several

times reminding them of it, they will therefore not appear in this

years returns.

Thev also kindly allowed me $4, towards my expenses as

Grand District Supt.

NO. 69, GRIMSRV, GRIMSBY.

This Chapter being presided over by myself as Z, my extreme

modesty (very well known to G. C), prevented me from offi

cially visiting it, although present at all its meetings.

I may say however, that it is sound, and one of the principal

Chapters of the District. My Companions who accompanied

me in some of my visitations think we are about as good as any.

Among whom I desire to specially mention and thank for

many favors are Ex. Comps. W. E. Millward, Ed. E. Loosley.

and Comp. Robert Thompson.
G. C. returns in and fees paid to date.

NO. 76, MOUNT NE30, DRUMMONDVILLE OR NIAGARA FALLS SOTH.

This Chapter I visited twice, namely, on December 7th 1883,

and May 9th 1884.

They have presumed too much on Ex. Comp. Smith, leaving

too much of the work on him, this I trust he will kindly resent

and make each officer do his own work, which will be better tor

the Chapter, which has considerable local ability. I foresee

more interest in their Chapter work under Ex. Comp. Haight

as Z, and was much pleased with Ex. Comp. Dr. McGarry's

rendering of the work as H.

This Chapter changed their meetmgs during the Spring ot

1882, to Friday before full moon with the approval they advise

me, of the M. Ex., the G. Z., but it seems not to have been

reported. They formerly held their vaecUng?, First Friday aftn

full tnoun. G. S. E. will please note this change.

I must express my approval of the attention Comp. F. Fischer

gives to his office of S E.

This Chapter kindly gave me $5 towards my expenses.

I have much pleasure in reporting that nothing mars the

peace and harmony of the District, that I have been universalh
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and kindly received, and feel that the District is in better con-

dition than when it came into my hands.

In conclusion I must exi)ress my thanks to our G. S. E., for

ihc kindness and courtesy he has always extended to me, and

to say that I believe " Wee Davie," is the right Companion in

the right place. Peace to his ashes.

And to the Chapters of the District, if I have said or done
any thing they may have thought harsh or out of the way, to

forget it, as if so, it was done with the intention for good. If I

have made any good suggestions to adopt them, that our Royal

Craft may be imjjroved.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Wm. Forbes,

G. S., Niagara District.

Grimsby, June 3olh, 1884.

TORONTO DISTRICT.

Ti) the Most ExcellL'nt the Grand Z. , Grand Officers and Companions of

the (iraiid Chapter of Canada.

In conii)liance with the requirements of the Constitution, I

beg respectfully to submit my report on the condition of

Royal Arch Masonry in the Toronto District.

There are thirteen Royal Arch Chapters in this District, viz :

No. 4, St. Andrew and St. John, Toronto.
" 8, King Solomon's, Toronto.
"

27, Manitou, Collingwood.
"

34, Signet, Barrie.
"

38, Seymour, Bradford.
"

56, Georgian, Owen Sound.
"

60, Doric, Newmarket
"

62, York, Eglington.
"

65, St. Paul's, Toronto.
"

77, Occident, Toronto.
"

79, Orient, Toronto.
"

86, Macpherson, Meaford.
" U. D., Parkdale, Parkdale.

ST. Andrew's and st. john's, no. 4.

Ihis Chapter is presided over by Ex. Comp. S. Porter, a
*tll-skilled and zealous officer. On the evening of November
•*Jth I accompanied the Most Excellent the Grand Z.,
H. Macpherson officially to this Chapter, and although on
"^is occasion no work was done, I am pleased to report that
this Chapter is in a flourishing condition. The books are
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neatly and correctly V.e\)t. The average attendance is fair.

The Companions accorded both the Grand Z. and myself a

hearty reception.

KING Solomon's, no. 8.

On the evening of October 15th I accompanied the Most

Excellent the (Irand Z., H. Macpherson, on an official visit to

this Chapter. I have to report this Chapter as the strongest

in the District, both financially and numerically, and needs

no recommendation from me. The books are neatly anvl

correctly kept, and the Chapter is in a healthy condition.

R. Ex. Comp. Alex. Patterson has presided for the past two

years, and is a Companion who has done a good deal for

Masonry in this District. We received a royal reception from

the Companions.
manitou, no. 27

This Chapter, I regret to say, 1 have not visited, nor have

I had the pleasure of receiving their circulars. I corresponded

with the Z. of this Chapter, and am sorry to report that I have

received no reply.

signet, no. 34.

On April iith, (Good Friday) I had the pleasure of acconr

])anying the Most Excellent the (irand Z., H. Macphorson.

and R. Ex. Comp. T. Sargant. Grand H.. on an ofticial vi^it

to this Cha])ter. We were also accompanied by R. E.\. Com].

John F'sher, P. G. S. N., Ex. Comp. Ingli.s, Z., and Ex. Comp.

G. J. Hennet, H. of Parkdale R. A. C., under dispensation.

The Chapter had a day's work to perform in Conferring'

Degrees and Exaltation. I have pleasure in testifying lO

the efficiency of Ex, Comp. C. L. Sandens, Z., C^ nips.
J.

McL. Stevenson and Bosanko, P. Z.'s of this Chapter, and,

last but not least, that old veteran in Masonry, Most l-^xcellent

Companion, D. Spry, P. G. Z. The officers of the Chajicr

deserve the highest praise for the manner in which their

various duties were discharged, and the hospitable manner i;i

which they entertained their visitors. Financially this Chapter

is sound, and books are excellently kept.

SEYMOUR, NO. ;^S.

1 had the honor of visiting this Chapter officially on the

evening of October 12th, and was accompjanied by R. ^^

Comp. Alex. Patterson, G. S. N. and Ex. Com[). 1). H. Watt,

H. ot Orient R. A. C, Toronto. I regret to report that E.\.

Comp. Broughton, ist Prin. of this Chapter, through siekne;->.

has not been able to give attention to the work which otherwise
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woi. d have been done had he been well. Still I am pleased

to repo.t that the Chapter is healthy financially. On this

occasion we were most hospitably entertained by R. Ex

.

Comii. Dr. Porter, P" G. S. T. I)., and Companions.

GEORGIAN, NO. 56.

This Chapter 1 have not been able to visit, but feel satisfied

that the Chapter has not suffered through negligence on my
part, as the Companions are constantly under the watchful eye

of the Most Excellent the (irand Z. I have received their

circulars regularly and am pleased to note th:'^ they are not

idle.

DORIC, NO. 60.

I had the honor of visiting this Chapter officially on March
5th, and was accompanied by R. Ex. Comp. John Fisher,

R G. S. N. I found the Chai)tcr in a piospcrous condition,

and had the [)lea.sure of witnessing the work of the M. Ex.

Degree. The Companions gave us a cordial reception,

YORK, NO. 62.

I paid an olticial visit to this Ciiapter on the evening of

their regular convocation in March. I regret to report that

ihey hrve done little work for some time, and are l)arely

recovering from their heavy loss by fire. The Chapter is well-

officered, and bids fair of having a prosjjerous future.

ST. I'AUL's, no. 65, (late ONTARIO.)

On the evening of October loth I accompanied the Most
Excellent the Crand Z. and Grand Chapter officers, on an
uiticial visit to this Chapter. The Chapter was pre.'^ided over
iiy Most Excellent Com[A V. J. Menet, P. G. Z., who received
and entertained the Grand Officers in his usual pleasing and
happy style. The Most Ex. Comp. the ist Principal exalted
two candidates to the Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal
Arch, and seldom has it been my privilege to witness this

degree more impressively conferred. This Chapter is in
a prosperous condition.

OCCIDENT, NO. 77.

I visited this Chai/icr officially at their regular convocation
m December, and again on January 13th, and assisted the
^fand H., R. Ex. Comp. Thos. Sargant, to instal the officers.
On both occasions I received a cordial reception. This Chap-
tj-'' holds its own and bids fair to have a prosperous year under
int: unwearied energy of the First Principal Z., Ex. Comi).
Jolin A. Wills.

m
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ORIKNT, NO. 79.

On the evening of January 24th 1 paid my official visit to

to this Chapter, a'ld installed their officers. This Chapter has

been presided over for the past two years by Kx. Coiiip.

Andrew I*ark, a young but energetic and painstaking dtficcr.

'I'his Chapter, although coni|Kiratively young, has a nieinhcrshiii

of over eighty, and steadily adding to its roll. This (Chapter

bids fair to have a prosperous year.

MACPHERSON, NO. 86.

I have not been able to arrange a meeting with this Chapter,

but from correspondence with the First Principal, through the

S. K. of ('hajitcr, 1 am able to report that they are in good

shape, with returns paid up to date.

PARKDALK, U. 1).

A number of Companions having applied and received a

Dispensation to o[)en a Royal Arch Cha[)ter at Parkdalo, 1,

accompanied by R. Ex. Comp. T. Sargant, (Irand H , 1a-. Com
panions Wills and (Iraham, visited l^arkdale on the evening ot

Octobi.'r 24th and installed V,\. Comp. Inglis, Z., lv\. Cun]\<.

Bennett, II., and Kx. Comp. Dr. Raw, J.

At their regular convocation held April loth, I had the

pleasure of accom|)anying the Most Excellent the (hand/,

Comp. H. Macpherson, on an official visit, when we were pleased

to find they had been doing good work, and 1 take grea!

pleasure in recommending that a warrant be granted to thi.-i

Chapter.

DISPENSATIONS.

On four occasions I recommended to the Grand Z. the

issuing of Dispensations, as follows :

I St, To open a R. A. Chapter at Parkdale.

2nd, To instal a Companion in the office of /. he no:

having been installed Master of a Blue Lodge.

3rd, To instal a Companion in the office of /., he no:

having served in the office of H.

4th, To permit a Chapter to instal their officers on a night,

other than that provided for in their By-laws.

All of which the Most Excellent the Grand Z. was pleased

to grant.

CHAPTERS OF INSTRUCTION.

Early in the year I conferred with past and present Grand

Chapter officers, and officers of Chapters in this district, as to

the advi.sability of holding a Chajner of Instruction. It "^s
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unanimously agreed upon that a Chapter nf I struction should

be held in the City of Toronto. One evening to be devoted

to exemplify the degree of Mark Master Mason, another to be

occupied in the exemplification of the Past Master's and Most
Excellent I )egrees, and one evening to be devoted for exempli-

tving the Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch.

According to arrangement, a meeting was held on the

evenirg of October 22nd, when the degree of Mark Master

Masc . was exemplified by Ex. Comp. H. J. M. Wilson and
the other officers of Occident R. A. C. No. 77, Toronto.

On the evening of November 26th the Past Master's Degree
was cxemplifii'd by E. Comp. VV. S. S. Jackson and officers of

St, Paul's R. A. C. No. 65, Toronto. At the same meeting the

exemplification of the Most Excellent Degree was performed

by Ex. Comp. S. Porter and officer> of St. Andrew's and
St. John's R. A. C. No. 4, Toronto.

On the evening of February 25th a ('hapter of Instruction

was held in the Chapter room of Masonic Hall, when the

Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch was exemplified by

R. Hx. Comp, Alex, Patterson, G. S. N., and officers of King
Solomon's R. A. C, No. 8, Toronto.

I am j)leased to report that a large attendance of Compan-
ions was noticeable on each occasion. The work was admir-
ably rendered, showing that the officers of the various Chapters
had jjrepared themselves for any criticism that might take place.

I strongly recommend to my successor in office the advis-

ability of following the example set by R. Ex. Comp. John
Ross Robertson, P. G. S. Toronto District, who in 1882 held
the first Chapter of Instruction, and who can proudly claim to

be the first Grand Superintendent to hold a District Chapter
of Instruction in Canada.
Chapters of Instruction have a tendency to bring together

the officers of Chapters, and affords them opportunities of
exchanging their views on different point.s, and instills among
them enthusiasm in their work. It also tends to bring about
a more uniform and correct rendering of the Ritual.

IN CONCLUSION
I am pleased to report that harmony and concord exists

throughout the Toronto District, and in resigning my trust I

beg to tender my sincere thanks to the Companions of Toronto
district for the many acts of kindness and courtesy extended
to me during my term of office. Francis Gallow,

G. S. Toronto District.
.Toronto, June 30th, 1884.

*'-Jt
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ONTARIO DISTKICr.

To tli« Most Excellent llu; (.jranil /., the (jrand Officers and Companions
of the Orand Chapter uf Canada.

In presenting; my fifth annual report I rej^ret niy inaMlity tu

express satisfaction at the condition of the Royal Craft in On-
tario District.

There are only six Chapters in this District, two have had no

meetings at all since my last report, and one Chapter has had

no meeting in tour years.

Corinthian Chapter, Peterborough, is in a flourishing condi

tion, having added sixteen new Companions since last report to

Grand Chapter and more applications coming in.

Pentalpha Chapter, Oshavva, has also added a few new mem-
bers to its list.

Victoria Chapter, Port Hope, holds regular meetings but has

had no work this year.

I received an application for a dispensation for anew ClKiptcr

to be held at Howmanville, but being too near Oshawa 1 could

not recommend it favorably, Whitby being only four miles dis-

tant from Oshawa, and the Chapter at Whitby being I might say

dormant, I ier(,mmended the removal of Keystone Chapter to

Bowmanville, negotiations to that effect are now in process, and

when accomplished, I am confident it will make a good Chapter.

In resigning my office as Grand Superintendent I wish to

express my sincere thanks for the kind and generous treatment

extended to me by all Companions with whom I have had the

pleasure of meeting. I am amply repaid for the time I have

given in knowing that the Companions appreciate my humble

efforts, and I trust the same kindly feeling will be extended to

my successor.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Chas. Doebler,

G. S. Ontario District.

Port Hope, June 26th, 1884.

PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT.

To the Most Excellent Grand Z., Grand Officers and Companions of the

Grand Chapter of Canada.

In compliance with the requirements of Grand Chapter, 1

have the honor to submit this my second report on the condi-

tion of Royal Arch Masonry in Prince Edward District.

Of the four Chapters composing this District, three are doing

good work.
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Moira So. 7, IkMlcville, is in a prosperous condition doinj;

excellent work.

Prince I'.dvvard, No. 31, is also in a very prosj)erous condi-

tion, presided over by very efficient officers, and adding steadily

to tlu'ir numbers.

Mount Sinai. No. 44, I have much pleasure in saying the

(!()tii|)>uiions of this Chapter still exhibit the same life, energy

and zeal displayed last year, and are adding largely to the num-
ber on their roll of membership.

Of St. .Marks, No. 26, Trenton, I am very sorry to say I have

iiothin!^' good to report. I have tried repeatedly, assisted by

M. K. Cump. Donald R(;ss, [\ (i. /., to arrange for holding a

meeting but without success. I have written to several of the

Companions, but received no answer. I would therefore

recoMiinend to drand Chapter the withdrawal of their Charter

at once.

I am pleased to say no complaints have been laid before me.

On retiring from the office ot Grand Superintendent of 1*. E.

District, I wish to express my sincere thanks to the G. Scribe

K.. nnd the Companions of Prince Kdward District, for their

kindness and courtesy shown me during my two years term of

office,

J. H. MURNEV,
G. S. Prince Edward District.

Picton, July 7th, 1884.

NEW BRUNSWICK DISTRICT.

To the Most Excellent Grand Z., and Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter
of Canada.

In making this, my third annual report on the condition of

Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction, I regret very much to

state that I have not been able to visit any of the Chapters out-

side of this city, owing to a sad and melancholy bereavement
which I sustained in my family, which rendered it impossible
for me to leave my business.

I have occasionally met with members belonging to the
several Chapters under my charge, and with the exception of

Woodstock Chapter, No. 89, which I am informed is holding
its own. The other two, St. Marks No. 1 1 and Botsford No.
39. is in about the same condition as I stated in my last annual
report.

It affords me much pleasure to mform Grand Chapter that
New Brunswick Chapter No. 10 has fully sustained my antici-

pations which I made in my last annual report. The following
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is a synopsis of the business done in that Chapter from August

2nd, 1 88 J, to June i4lh, 1884 iiu hisive :

I'elitions received, 19.

M. M. Degree conferred, 13.

V. M. " "
4.

M. i:. M. "
5.

Koyal Arch •*
5.

Which in my opinion will compare very favourably with any

Chapter in the whole jurisdiction of this (Irand (Chapter

At the regular ineeMng of New lirunswick Chapter in July

last, I installed the officers, and it affords me much pleasure to

state that the officers are well up in their work.

I also installed l\ V. /., John 1). Short, (Irand Steward of

this CJrand Chajjter, which afforded the members of the Chapter

much pleasure.

An application was made to me on the 5th day of June by

New lirunswick Chapter for a dispensation to appear in kc^^alia

on the ist day of July next to assist at the Centennial celebra-

tion of the introduction of Freemasonry into New Brunswick,

which 1 have granted.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Henry Dufkkil,

G. S. Neiv Brunsivick District,

Saint John, N. B., June 27th, 1884.

MANITOBA DISTRICT.

To the Most ^^xcellent the Grand Z., Grand Council, to the Rifjht Excel-

lent Grai 1 Ofificers, and to Excellent Companions of the Grand Chap-

ter of Roy.ii Arch Masons of Canada.

In conformity with the regulations of Grand Chapter, I have

the honor to submit my report as Grand Superintendent of

Manitoba District for the last year.

There are as yet but two Chapters in this District, viz :—

Prince Rupert, No. 52, Winnipeg,

Golden, No. 90, Rat Portage.

I visited Prince Rupert Chapter No. 52 at the regular convo-

cation in Nov. last and installed the officers, and again in May

last at the regular convocation, and have much pleasure in say-

ing that never at any period of its history has it been more

prosperous.

Excellent Companion John Leslie has proved himself a

painstaking officer. He has got himself well up in the work

conferring the Degrees with credit to himself and pleasure to

those around him.
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This ('haptcr has been most unfortunate in one of its most

isscntial otticers, the Scrihe K. At the last election (.'ompanion

|()hn A. Peehles was elected to the otfu e of S. K., and would

iiavc fillcil it with < redit had he been permitted to remain with

\\\ Unfortunately he was obliged to change his jjlace of busi-

nt>s and had it not been for our energetic Third I'rincipal Kx.

(Oini). J.
V. ("ain, who took hold of the books and kept them

in slui|)c we would have been badly off. Under his ( areful and
.killhil manipulation they will be in good order for the next S. K.

(ioldcn Chapter No. 90. I visited this (Ihapter on the 17th

olWpiil last, and installed the otificcrs for tlie ensuing year.

Owiii^lo the Companions of this Chajjter not being able to get

a (lispt-nsation to instal K\. Companion Alexander as First

I'riiuipal /., of their C'ha|)ter, they were unable to hold their

iltvtion and installation on the day app(;inted by their by-laws.

rhcy had to have a disj)ensati()n which I granted, allowing

ihciii to elect a 'I'hird Principal J. and instal.

I cannot speak too highly of this C'hapter, they are certainly

a painstaking hard working body of R. A. Masons. There has

been an average attendance of half of the members, many of

thorn coming on foot two and three miles. They had the mis-

fitrtune to get burnt out some time ago, but Phcenix-like they

have risen from their ashes and now api)ear in greater splendor

than before. Their Chapter furniture and appointments are

new and attractive, and I think the hall generally would put
many an older one in the shade. I had not the pleasure of

seeing any work done, but from the knowledge I have of the

otticers, I have not any hesitation in saying that what they do is

Well done. Financially they are in good condition, the whole
being under the care of that energetic and zealous Mason, Ex.
Comp.

J. K. Brydon.

DISPENSATIONS.
At the request of the Companions of Golden R. A. Chapter,

N'o. 90, 1 recommended to the M. E. the Grand Z., that he
should issue his dispensation to instal Ex. Companion H. E.
Alexander as First Principal Z. of Golden Chapter, which in his
wisdom he did not see fit to grant.

I granted Dispensatsons as follows :—On the 17th April last
to Golden R. A. Chapter, No. 90, to hold an election of
officers and to instal them, for reasons before mentioned.
On the 22nd of May last to Prince Rupert R. A. Chapter,

J^o- 52, to wear R. A. clothing at the funeral of Comp. Speers.
On the 24th to the same Chapter to wear R. A. clothing, to
attend Divine service (St. John's Day).

'k¥^
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A petition for a new Chapter to be held in Winnipeg has

been partially signed which I hope to be able to get completed

and forwarded to you shortly.

In conclusion would say that I think Capitular Masonry is in

a very healthy condition in this District, probably more so ihan

any other branch of our beloved order.

Before closmg I wish to express my hearty thanks to the

Companions of the two Chapters over which I have the honor

to preside as Grand Supt., for the many courtesies extended to

me during my term of office.

Respectfully submitted.

C. F. Forrest,

G. S. Manitoba District

Winnipeg, Manitoba, June 24, 1884.

It was moved by R. E. Comp, Thos. Sargant, seconded byR.

E. Comp. J. B. Nixon, and resolved :

—

That the Reports of the Grand Superintendents of Districts

be received and referred to the Executive Committee to report

thereon during the present Convocation of Grand Chapter.

R. E. Comp. David McLellan, Grand Scribe E., submitted

the Annual Statement of Moneys received during the past year,

together with the books, etc. He also submitted the Annual

Statement of R. E. Comp. Edward Mitchell, Grand Treasurer.

of Receipts and disbursements, with vouchers attached.
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ANNUAL STATEMENT, JUNE 30TH, 1884.

David McLellan, G. S. E., in account with Grand Chapter.

No. I—Anc't Frcntenac..$ li 50
" 2—The Hiram 95 5^
" 3— St. Johns.. 45 25
" 4— St. Andi.;w & St.

John.. .... 77 00
" 5- -St. George's. ... 40 25
" 6— St. Johns 95 65
" 7— Moira 73 5°
" 8— King Solomon's. i 00
" 10—New Brunswick... 59 40
" II— St. Mark's 5 00
" 12—Cataracjui 21 75
" 16—Carleton 33 5°
" iS-Oxford 9 50
" 19—Mount Moriah. . .. 35 40
" 20—Mount Horeb. ... 18 50
" 22—Grenville 37 lO
" 24 -Tecunis(;h 16 25
" 27— Manitou '5 75
" 28— Pentalpha 33 10
" 29—McCaliuni 32 60
" 30— Huron 24 50
" 32—Waterloo 30 45
" 34-Sisnet 62 95
" 36—Corinthian 56 25
" 37—Victoria 9 50
" 39— Hotsford 10 80
" 40—Guelph 52 45
" 44—Mount Sinai 31 00
" 47— Wellington. . .. 18 20
" 48—St. Johns 4 00
'] 49-Eiora 16 50
52— Prince Rupert.... 63 50
53— Bruce 46 50
54— Palestine 52 60
56—Georgian 31 7°

"
57 -King Hiram 18 40
59—Sussex 44 50
60—Doric. . 29 50

Carried forward $1360 80

Brought forward
No. 61—Granite
" 62—York ... .

" 63— Havelock
• 64--\ViIlson
" 65— St. Paul's
" 66—Sea forth
" 67 - Enterprise
" 68—Maitland
' 69- Grimsby
" 70~ Grand River...
" 71— Prince of Wales.
" 73— Erie
" 75—St. Clair
" 76—Mount Nebo . .

.

" 77—Occident
" 78—Minnewawa
" 79—Orient

80—Ark
" 81—Aylmer
" 82—Shuniah
" 83— Ionic
" 85— Exeter
'* 86—Macpherson.
" 87—Wentworth
'• 88—Macnabb
" 89—Woodstock
" 90—Golden

U. D.—Parkdale
W. D. Gordon ron. 20c.,I.

P. Willscn con. 2Cc.,

E. ri. D. Hall, cere

monies, $5
Interest on $4,500 Domin-

ion Stock
Interest on $1,500 Toronto

Land Security. .

Interest on Bank Deposit

$1360
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CASH STATEMENT.

1884.

June 30—To Receipts .$2542 02

$2542 02

1883.
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Moved by R. K. Comp. J. H. Nixon, seconded by R. E.

Comp. Thos. Sargant, and resolved :

—

That the Annual Statements of the (irand S. K. and Grand
Treasurer, be received and referred to the Executive Committee
for audit.

R. E. Comp. Henry Robertson, Chairman of the Committee
on Foreign Correspondence, i)resenlcd the Rejjort of the Com
mittee, which on motion of R. E. Comp. 'I'hos. Sargant, sec-

onded by R, E. Comp. Robt. Hendry, jr., was re< eivcd and

ordered to be printed as an appendix to the Proceedings.

A letter of ai)ology was then read from R. K. Coinj). John (i.

Robinson, Cirand Registrar, regretting that unavoidable absence

from the city will prevent him from attending Grand Chapter.

An otificial letter was then read from the Grand Secretary of

the Grand Chapter of Illinois notifying this (irand Chapter of

the death of E. Companion John P. Ferns, Grand Steward of

the Grand Chapter of Illinois, who died in the city of C'hicago.

on the 5th day of March, A. D. 1884.

Also a letter from the Grand Secretary pro. tern , of the

Grand Chapter of Iowa, informmg this Grand Chapter of the

Death of their Most Worthy and efficient Grand Secretary R.

E. Comp. William B. Langridge, who was called to the Grand

Chapter above on the 4th day of August, 1883. His friends were

all who knew him ; his enemies none. His death was untimely

and his brethren mourn.

The Grand Scribe E., then presented a handsomely bound

copy of the 4th vol. of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter

of Iowa, including the years 1879, '80, '81, and '82.

The Executive Committee beg leave to report as follows, viz

:

A.UDIT AND FINANCE REPORT.

.M
111

l.ff

>

The Committee on Audit and Finance beg to report that

they have examined the books of the Grand Scribe E. and

Grand Treasurer up to June 30th, and find them correct.

The receipts and disbursements for the past year have been

as follows :

' liii-'
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RIXKIPTS.

Cash on hiind ......
Certific.itcs

Dues

kiijistralion fees ....
DisiK'Hsations ......
Warrants ......
Constitutions ......
CerciiiDnios ......
Interest on $4,500 Dominion Slock

Interest on $1,500 Toronto Land .Security Co.

Interest on B.ink Deposits

DISBUKSEMENT.S.

Grand (Chapter Regalia ....
Insurance on Grand Chapter property

i'.i>l (Iraiid Z., Incidentals, 2 years 1882 3, 1^83
Certilicates, Rolph, Smith <!<: Co.,

J.
K. Trayes, printing proceedings 1 883

\V. Hriice, engrossing warrants
Smith Hros., D. Ross presentation

i'oiei^^ii Correspondence 1 883
Grand Scribe E. , salary one year

Incidentals ....
Mrs. Harris, henevolent grant .

L- on deposit ......
ASSETS.

Dominion Stock, hearing 5% interest

Toronto Land Security Co.
Casli on deposit .....

LIABILITIES.

Royal, Insurance Co . ...
James JoUey, trunl:

j. H. Trayes, printing ....
Foreign Correspondence, 1884
^irand Scribe E., Incidentals 1884-85 . .

071
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It was moved by R. E. Comp. Thos, Sargant, seconded by
R. E. Comp. J. B. Nixon, and resolved ;

—

That the report of the Executive Committee on Audit and
Finance be received and adopted.

WARRANTS.
Your Committee appointed on Warrants, beg leave to report

as follo\vs :

—

That we have examined the Minute Books of the Parkdale

Chapter now working under dispensation, and find them regular.

Recommend that a Warrant be issued.

We find that the application from the Comps. at AUiston for

a Warrant, is without the usual recommendation from the Grand

Supt., for that District. We therefore recommend that the peti-

tion be referred to the Grand Z.

Respectfully submitted. W. G. Reid,

C/i(7irman.

It was moved by R. E. Comp. Thos. Sargant, seconded by

R. E. Comp. W. G. Reid, and resolved :

—

That the Report of the Executive Committee on Warrants

be received and adopted.

CONDITION OF CAPITULAR MASONRY.

To the M. E. the Grand First Principal, Council and Grand Chapter of

Royal Arch Masons of Canada.

The Committee on the Condition of Capitular Masonry beg to

report that they have examined the reports of London, Wilson,

Wellington, Hamilton, Huron, Niagara, Toronto, Ontario, Prince

Edward, New Brunswick and Manitoba Districts. No report has

been leceived from the Central District. The Grand Supt. ot

this District, R. E. Comp. Gordon, having removed to New

Brunswick, shortly after his installation to office. Your Com-

mittee note with pleasure the favorable reports of the Hamilton.

Toronto, Niagara, Prince Edward, New Brunswick, and Mani-

toba Districts, but regret that in London and Wilson Districts

the condition of some of the Chapters is not as satisfactory as

could be wished for.

It is gratifying to see by the reports from Toronto and Lon

don Districts that the Grand Superintendents have held Chap-

ters of Instruction, which have been attended with excellent

results. It should be the aim of Superintendents, as soon as

possible after assuming their duties, to arrange for Chajjters ot

Instruction to be held to suit the convenience of Companions.

so that as large an attendance as possible may be secured. A
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correct knowledge of the work is thus imparted and uniformity

attained.

Some of the Grand Superintendents refer to many of their

Chapters as being weak and in an unsatisfactory condition. This

is notably the case at Niagara in Niagara District, Whitby in

Ontario District, and VValkerton in WeUington District. Your
Committee would respectfully recommend that this matter

receive the especial attention of Sui)erintendents during the

coming year. It would be most desirable if Chapters are weak
or nearly dormant and in this conditon for years, that prompt
steps be taken either to consolidate or if dormant, either transfer

or withdraw the warrants.

Your Committee are pleased to learn that the Royal Craft is

nuking good progress in the North-West, and under the care

of our esteemed R. E. Companion C. F. Forrest, promises great

results in the future. The Grand Supt. of Manitoba writes of

R. A. Masonry being in a healthier condition than any other

branch of our beloved order.

Your Commutee recommend that Grand Superintendents see

that all C'hapter i)roperty is fully insured.

Your Committee recommend that the Grand Scribe E. be
instructed to place the sum of $10 to the credit of Willson

Chapter, Welland, paid by them in 1875, t)ut through the error

of the then G. S. E., not credited.

Your Committee trust that the good example set by the

Grand Superintendents of Hamilton and Niagara Districts in

visiting all the Chapters, and Toronto nearly all in the Districts

under their charge, will be followed by the Companions who
will have the honor this year of pre^-iding over the several Dis-

tricts. The reports of the Districts named are of a most pleas-

ing character, clear, concise and interesting.

Death, the great leveller, has dealt mercifully with the mem-
bers of this Grand Chapter during the past year, and we are

tailed upon to record the name of but one—whose kindly face
we shall forever miss from our gatherings. R. E. Comp. A. T.
HouH, of Toronto, a Past Grand OlTficer of this Grand Chapter,
a companion held in high esteem, an enthusiastic mason and
good friend was called to the Great Beyond in November last.

May we endeavor to imitate his virtues, with happy recollec-
tions of the many occasions when he sat side by side with us in
our Counsels.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. Ross Robertson.

r«'.
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It was moved by R. E. Comj). Thus. Sargant, seconded by

R. E Comp. J. Ross Robertson, and resolved :

—

That the Report of the Executive Committee on the rondi

tion of Capitular Masonry be received and adoi)ted.

REPORT ON THE GRAND Z.'s ADDRESS.

The Executive Committee have had under their consider-

ation the address of the M. E. the Grand Z., and beg leave to

report as follows :

—

From the historical sketch contained in the address it is

gratifying to know that the Capitular branch of our Royal Art

has made such rapid progress during the last decade,

especially as to the fact that all the Chap'^ers of the Royal

Arch in this our jurisdiction are now w King under direct

obedience to this Giand Chapter.

The Executive Committee notes with much pleasure the

careful supervision exercised by the M. ¥k. the Grand Z. in

granting dispensations for new Chapters, and to instal

Principals not having the constitutional qualifications.

They are pleased to learn ot the continued exchange of

fraternal courtesies with sister Grand Chapters, as evidenced

by the re-appointment of the Grand Representatives nuntioned

in the address, and recommend that the same be confirmed.

The Executive Committee approve of the suggestion thai

the commutation of dues by the subordinate Chapters be

{practised, due care being taken as to the funding of the

commutation fee, so that the standing of the individual

Companion on the register of the Grand Chapt'rr may be

assured.

Your Committee, while deeply regretting that the Grand

Chapter is called upon to mourn over the departure of some

of our Companions, would join with the Grand .Z. in an

expression of thankfulness that in the mercy of the Most High

the hand of death has passed so lightly over us during the

past year, and endorse the recommendation that memorial

pages be placed in our proceedings to the memory of those

deceased companions who have held office in this Grand

Chapter.

With V gaid to the difficulty which has arisen in our sister

province ot Quebec by the establishment of Mark Lodges

there by the Grand Mark Lodge of England, your committee

are of opinion that this act constitutes an invasion of the

jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Quebec, which does not

seem to be warranted by the excires offered in justification ol
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their action. Your Committee thorouj^lily agree with the

remarks of the Grand Z. upon this subject.

The) recommend that such representations be made to the

Grand Mark Lodge of England as will induce that (Irand

body tu reconsider their position and withdraw the warrants

i:,sucd to Mark Master Masons within the territory of the

Grand Chapter of Quebec.

Your Committee would further recommend tiiat in the event

of these rei)resentations failing to accomjjlish the desired

object the Grand Z. be empowered to prohibit intercourse

with all Mark Master Masons made in Quebec under any

authority save that of the (irand Chapter of Quebec.

The Executive Committee cannot conclude this report

without bearing test' iiy to the able and efficient manner in

which the Grand lias performed the functions of his high

office during the past year. 'I'hey feel that the interests of the

(irand Chapter have been safe in his hands and trust that he

may long i^e spared to aid this Grand Chapter by his ability

and experience, as his many good qualities and kindly

disposition have endeared him to the love and regard of his

companions.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

Henry Robertson,
Toronto, July nth, 1884. Chairman.

It was moved by R. E. Comp. Tho... Sargant, seconded by
R. E. Comp. Henry Robertson :

—

That the Report of the Executive Committee on the M. Ex.
the Grand Z's address be received and adopted.

Moved in amendment by M. E. Comp. Daniel Spry, P. G. Z.

seconded by M. E. Comp. Donald Ross, P. (;. Z. :—
That the last clause of the report be erased and the following

substituted therefor, viz :—Your Committee would further

recommend that in the event of these representations failing

to accomplish the desired object within six months from the
present date, all fraternal intercourse between this Grand
Chapter md the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of
England and Wales shall be suspended until such time as the
said Grand Lodge shnll withdraw its warrants issued to, and
erecting Lodges of Mark Master Masons in the Province of
Quebec, and cease to exercise anv authority within said
Province.

On the vote being taken, the Report as amended was cai ried
by a large majority.

d^
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M. E. Comp. T. S. Parvin, the P. ('.. H. \\ of Iowa, having

to leave to take the train )n his homeward journey, made quite

a feeling and fraternal address previous to retiring from the

(Irand Chapter, statinjj that it would afford him pleasure to

report the kindly and cordial manner in which he had heon

received during his visit here, anil he also extended a most

hearty invitation to the members of (Irand (Ihapter to visit thf

(Irand (Ihapter of Iowa at their annual Convocation in October

of this year.

The M. K. the Crand /- re|)lied In a few well chosen remarks

in which he stated if it had been a pleasure for you to visit us

it was ecjually a i)lcasure for us to receive so distinguished a

Comp. at our annual convocation.

In accordance with notice given at the last Annual Convoca-

tion it was then moved hy E. Comp. I). H. U^itt, seconded by

R. E. Comp. Robert Ramsay :

—

That clause 65 of the lU)ok of Constitution be ameiuled by

striking out the words "Unless he be an installed Master or

Past Master of a Regular Lodge."— Lost.

REPORT ON BENEVOLENCE.

To the Most Excellent, tlie Grand Cliapter of Royal Arch Masons o

Canada.

Your Committee ajijiointed to prei)arc Rules for Api)lications

for relief and for grai.ts from the funds of benevolence, as also

for a system of supervision thereof:

Beg to report that the following shall be the Rules of Grand

Chapter :

1. That Grand Chapter appoint a Committee on Benevolence

consisting of three members of Grand Chapter, who elect

among themselves one of their number as chairman, and ot

whom two shall be a quorum to transact its business.

2. That of the first Committee on Benevolence appointed by

Grand Chapter, the one membe»' shall be appointed to hold

office for three years, the second for two years, and the third

for one year, and all until their respective successors have been

duly appointed.

3. That every subsequent year Grand Chapter appoint one

member for said Committee to hold office for three years and

until his successor has been duly appointed.

4. That vacancies in the said Committee by death, resigna-

tion or otherwise are to be filled by Grand Chapter.

5. That ifany member of said Committee is absent from any

of its meetings, the Most Excellent Grand Z may appoint any
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other member of (Irand Chapter to take the place of such absent

member.

6. I'luit the duties of the Coininitteeon Henevolence shall be :

a. To meet annually during the week of the Convocation of

(Irand ('liai)ter, at the place where such Convocation is to be

held and on such day preceding the same as the Chairman of

ihal Committee may name and appoint.

/'. To prepare from time to time, subject to the ajjproval of

the (irand ('hapter, forms for applications for relief, forms for

Rriurns by Private Chapters, and for other purposes in connec-

iion with thc'r several duties.

c. To carefully examine all applications for relief and all

Returns made by Private Chapters and received by that Com-
mittee.

d. To award, subject to the a[)proval of the Oand Chapter,

upon such a[)plications for relief, such sums for grants as they

may deem proper to award, and to recommend (irand Chapter
to ^"ant ; or to reject such which by them are not deemed
worthy of aid, having at the same time due regard to the

masonic principle that no class distinction be introduced, that

equal justice be administered to all applicants for relief and
that the aggregate of the sums so granted in any one year do
not exceed the income of the benevolent fund for the same
period.

(. To report to Grand Chapter annually upon all such appli-

cations fur relief, upon the sums awarded, upon the applications

rejected, and upon all returns by private Chapters received.

/ To keep proper accounts of all applications for relief, of

all grants made thereon, and of all returns by private Chapters,
for ready reference.

7. That all applications for relief must be made upon a

printed form, which will be furnished by the Grand Scribe E.

when ajjplied for.

8. That it shall be imperative to answer correctly the several

questions in such printed forms.

9- I'hat apf lications for relief shall be made through a private

Chapter, signed by the First Principal snd by the Scribe E.
iliert'of, and with the seal of such Chapter attached ; and that
'n no case shall any such application be made through indivi-
(lual Companions.

10. That all applications for relief shall be sent to and be in
^lie hands of the Grand Scribe E. before the first day of July
"T>mediattly preceding the Annual Convocation of Grand
Chapter.

7
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1 1. That all grants from the funds of benevolence shall be
j)ayal)lc in two ecjiial half yearly payments ; hy an ordct issued

by the (!hairman of the Executive Committee, countersigned

by the (Irand Scribe K., and drawn upon the (Irand Treasurer

in favor of the grantee and of the First I'rincipal of the (Chapter

from which the application for such grant issued, and tlint it

shall recjuire the endorsation upon such order ot both the

grantee and of the said I'irst Princi|nd before the Grand Treas

urer is authorized to honor such order.

12. 'I'hat all private Chapters through whose First I'rirKipal

such orders have been made payable shall, on or before the

fifteenth day of June immediately preceeding the Antuial Con-

vocation of (Jrand Chapter, prepare and forward to the (Irand

Scribe IC. a return upon a printed form, which will be furnished

by the (Irand Scribe Iv when applied for. That in such return

there shall be shown in detail the whole amount of the grant or

grants made payable through such l'"irst Principal during the

•urrent fiscal year, as also the whole amount of such grant or

grants paid over to the grantee or grantees during that period ;

together with such other infi^rmation as may be required In

such |)rinted form of return. Such return shall be signed by

the First I'rincijjal and by the Scribe I''^. of such Cha|)ter, and

have its seal attached thereto.

13. That no order for any subsequent grant be issued until

the said return for preceding grants shall have been received

and proved to be correct by said Committee.

14. Provided nevertheless, that it shall be competent for two

or more jjrivate Chapters to form themselves into a l.ocA

Board of Relief, and for such Board to elect a Chairman and

a Secretary-Treasurer, and that when such formation has been

approved of by Grand Chapter, all the rights, j)rivilcges and

duties heretofore conferred or imposed upon a private ('hai)ter.

First Principal, and Scribe E. respectively, shall also he respcc

tively, conferred and imposed upon such Local Board of Relief.

Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer, and that the order men-

tioned in the Eleventh Rule shall be drawn in favor of the

grantee and of the Secretary-Treasurer of such Board.

All of which is fraternally submitted by

Otto Klotz, \

Daniel Spry,
J>

Commluee.

L. H. Henderson. )

It was moved by E. Comp. Otto. Klotz, seconded by M. E.

Comp. Daniel Spry :

—
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That the Report of the Committee for Grants of Benevolence

be received and adopted.

Moved in amendment by R. Kx. Comp. Rivas TuUy, second-

ed tty H. Com. J. K. Leslie : Thai the report be amended by

striking; out the word '* three " on the second line of Article No.

I of said report, and inserting the words "six, three to be

olocted, and three to be apjjointed by the M. Ex. the (Irand

/., " and the report so amended be adopted. On a vote being

taken the amendment was declared lost, and the original motion

was adopted.

RKl'ORT ON PRESHNTATION TO MOST EX. COMP.
DONALD ROSS, P. G. Z.

At the last Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, a

committee was appointed to procure a suitable testimonial for

Mo^t Ex. Comp. Donald Ross, P. G. Z., as a token of the

res|)ect and esteem in which he is held by the members of

("irand Chapter.

The Committee beg respectfully to report that after

consulting with the Most Ex. Companion, they ordered a fine

,;'old hunting-case watch and chain, and presented them on
the 29th day of November last, at the Masonic Hall, Kingston,

before a large gathering of Royal Arch Masons assembled for

that purpose, after which the Kingston Companions invited

Most I'ix. Comp. Donald Ross and your Committee to a

sumptous dinner at the Union Hotel. R. Ex. Comp. R.
Hendry, jr., presided and made the presentation, which was
accompanied by an address finely illuminated, The following
is a co|)y

:

Grand Chapter of Roval Arch Masons of Canad.a.

To Afost Excellent Companion Donald Ross^ P. G. Z,

Dkar Sir & Most Excellent Companion :

The Committee to whom was entrusted the pleasing duty of
procuring a testimonial to mark in a suitable manner the

ai)i)ri.riation by Grand Chapter of your valuable services as

(•rand Z. for the years 1881 and 1882, now beg your
acceptance of the accompanying gold watch and chain, and
express the hope that this slight gift will meet with your
approval and daily and hourly remind you of the love and
esteem of your fellow companions.

lo the faithful and zealous discharge of the onerous duties
of presiding officer of this Grand Chapter is due in a large
measure its continued prosperity and advancement, and we

^ k
^:
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are led to hope that you, like your illustrious predecessors, will

continue to give Grand Chapter the benefit of your ripened

experience in the future.

We take this opportunity of conveying to you the loving

regards and fraternal well-wishes, not only of the officers and

members of Grand Chapter, but of every Royal Arch Mason
in this jurisdiction for your continued welfare and prosj)erity,

and may T. G. A. O. T. U. have us all in His kind care and

keeping for evermore.

Signed on behalf of Grand Chapter,

Robert Hendry, jr., Chairman,
j

L. H. Henderson, \- Comwittee.

J. H. Murnev, )

Kingston, 29th November, 1883.

Most Ex. Companion Ross made the following reply :

To Ri^ht Excellent Companion Robert Hendry^ Jr.^ and

Companions : \

I cannot find words to express to you what I feel this

evening for the complimentary and fraternal address which

you have been pleased 'o honour me with on behalf of" the

Grand Chapter of Canada.
In accepting the exalted position of Grand Z., to which you

did me the honor to elect me for two years I did so with the

determination to maintain the honour and prosperity of this

Grand Chapter.

With the assistance of the several officers, who, I am glad

to say, rendered my duties only a pleasure, I am rejoiced to

learn that they have been conducive to the welfare and

prosperity of this Grand Chapter. As in the paFt, so in the

future will I feel it my bounden duty to give this Grand

Chapter ani subordinate Chapters my assistance when

privileged so to do.

I am pleased to know that my humble efiforts have met with

your approval.

Tn accepting this handsome and valuable testimonial at your

hands, believe me, I shall always wear it with pleasure, and,

when I look at it, it will remind me of the many happy

moments that I have spent with my Companions and brethren

in tt>e advancement of our noble Order, and I pray the great

Jehovah may be with us all.

Signed,

Donald Ross, P. G. Z.

Kmgston, 29th November, 1883.
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It was moved by R. E. Comp. Robt. Hendry, jr., seconded

by M. 1'.. Comp. L. H. Henderson, and resolved :

—

That the report of the Presentation Committee be received

and adopted.

The election of officers was then proceeded with, the Grand
Scribes acting as scrutineers of the ballot.

The following named Companions were declared duly

elected :

—

M.K. Comp. Henry Macpherson, Owen Sound, re-elc'd Grand Z.

R, Iv " Thomas Sargant, Toronto, " " H.
" Robert Hendry, jr, Kingston, " "

J.

The Grand Chapter was then called from labor to refresh-

ments for fifteen minutes.

The Grand Chapter resumed labor.

PRESENT.

M. E. Comp. Henry Macpherson, Grand Z.

R. E. " Thomas Sargant, " H.
" Robert Hendry, jr., "

J.

On the Throne.

(irand Officers, Members and Representatives.

The following Companions were n-^minated by the Represen-
tatives from the respective Districts, and approved by the M.
E. Grand Z., as

GRAND SUPERINTENDENTS.

London District.R. E. Comp. R. B. Hungerford, London,
C. L. Beard, Woodstock,

re-elected, Wilson
' John Scoon,Guelph, re-elected Wellington
' John Malloy, Hamilton,

I). McG. Malloch, Clinton,

re-elected,
' William Forbes, Grimsby,

re-elected,
"

J. McL. Stevenson, Barrie,
' Duncan Eraser, Peterboro',
' James Walters, Napanee,
' Edwin Plant, Ottawa,

Henry Duffell, St. John,
re-elected,

' C. F. Forrest, Winnipeg,

re-elected,

E.

R.E

V. E.

E.

E.

V. E.

R.E.

Hamilton

Huron "

Niagara "

Toronto "

Ontario "

P. Edward "

Central "

New Bruns."

Manitoba "

1.S

i

*A;
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The election of officers -vas then continued, with the

following result

:

R. E. Comp. David McLellan, Hamilton, re-elected, G'd. S. E.

E. " Otto Klotz, Preston, " S. N.

E. " R. Radcliffe, Goderich, '«
P. S.

R. E. " E. Mitchell, Hamilton, re-elected, " Treas.

E. " VVm, Waddington, jr., Kingston, '• Reg.

and by an open vote of Grand Chapter, Comp. W. W. Summers,

Hamilton, Grand Janitor.

The following named Companions were elected members of

the Executive Committee for the ensuing year :

R. E. Comp. Henry Robertson,

John Creasor,

Jas. B. Nixo,.%

J J. Maso •,

John Ross Robertson,

u

((

((

((

((

i(

Coll inewood.

Owen Sound.

Toronto.

Hamilton.

Toronto.

M. E. Comp. Henry Macpherson, Grand Z., was then

pleased to appoint the following Companions as members of

the Executive Committee for the ensuing year, viz :

R. E. Comp. A. G. Smyth,
" " T. C. Macnabh,

Wm. Gibson,
" " W. G. Reid, .

E. " Wm. Smith,

London.

Chath.ini.

Beanisville

Hamilton.

Almonte.

The following named Conipanions were elected members of

the Committee on Benevolence :

E. Comp. Otto Klotz Prestf^n.

M. E. •' Daniel Spiy, Bniric.

R. E. "
J. J. Mason, Hamiton.

M. E. Comp. Daniel Spry, Past Grand Z., then proceeded

with the installation and investiture of the newly elected

officers, who were proclaimed with the usual Masonic

ceremony.

At a subsequent date the M. E. Grand Z. was pleased to

notify the Grand Scribe E. of the following appointments to

office for the ensuing year, viz :

—
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APPOINTED OFFICERS.

V. E. Comp. George D. Dickson, Belleville, Grand ist Asst. Soj
" Jas. D. Christie.St. Catharines,

" " Andrew Park, Toronto,

Wm. G. S. Reynolds, Ottawa,
" " Peter A. Craig, Windsor,
" " James A. Frazer, Milton,
" " Jas. Canfield, Woodstock,
" " David W. Mayes, Newmarket,

" Wm. F. Murray, Clinton,
" " Charles Hendry, Conestoga,
" " John Overall, London,

" H. B. F. Odell, Oshawa,
The M. Ex. Grand Z. directed that each Companion elected

or appointed to office, not having presented himself for installa-

tion or investiture, is to be installed or invested in the Chapter
of which he is a member.

MOTIONS.

Moved by R. E. Comp. J. B. Nixon, seconded by R. E,

Comp. R. B. Hungerford, and resolved :

—

That the Grand Scribe K. be instructed to have four hundred
copies of the Proceedings of Grand Chapter j)rinted for those

years of its existence which are out of print, and that tenders

for the performance of the work be invited to be sent to the

Chairman of the Executive Committee, the lowest tender, if

otherwise satisfactory, to be accepted.

Moved by M. Ex. Comp. Daniel Spry, seconded by M. Ex.

Comp. Donald Ross, and resolved,

—

rhat the thanks of this Grand Chapter are due and are here-

by tendered to the M. Ex., the Grand Chapter of the State of
Iowa, for the handsomely bound copy of the transactions of
that ('.rand Body for the years 1879, '80, '81, '82, being Vol IV.

Moved by M. E. Comp. Daniel Spry, seconded by R. E.
Comp. Thos. Sargant,

—

That the musical portion of the ceremonies published by
Comp. Sparling, if approved by the M. Ex., the Grand Z., be
adopted by this Grand Chapter and recommended to the several
Chapters.

Moved by M. E. Comp. Donald Ross, seconded by R. E.
Comp. K. B. Hungerford, and resolved,

—

Ihat the cordial thanks of this Grand Chapter be tendered
to the Masonic Hall Board, and the Companions of the city of

I St Asst. Soj.
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Toronto for the excellent arrangements made for the holding of

the Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, and for the gener-

ous hospitality extended to the representatives and visitors.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

The following Notices of Motion for next Annual Convoca-

tion were given, viz :

—

By E. Com p. D. H. Watt, Toronto,

—

I give notice that at the next Annual Convocation of Grand

Chapter I will move that Clause 65 of the Book of Constitu-

tion be amended by striking out the words " Unless he be an

Installed Master or Past Master of a Regular Lodge, nor".

—

By R. E. Comp. Thomas Sargant, Toronto,

—

I give notice that at the next Annual Convocation of (Irand

Chapter, I will move that Clause 48 of the Book of Constitu-

tion be amended by inserting on the fourth line after the words

(ex-ofificio members) " and the Benevolent Committee."

The labors of Grand Chapter being ended, it was closed in

Sample ^orm, at 2 p. m.

Grand Scbjhe E.
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RECAPITULATION.

ij;

I]

Number of Chapters on Roll 80
•' Represented in Grand Chapter

54
Registrations Reported 324
Joinings "

39
Restorations " n
Withdrawals *'

107

Suspensions '* 102

Deaths "
41

Expulsions "
Total number of members on Roll of Grand Chapter 3734
Total amount of Receipts, 1883-84 $2542.02

SUSPENSIONS.

No. I.

William Byers.

No. 3.

H. L. Kifner.

John Stevenson.

No. 4.

R. B. Albertson,

No. 5.

F. H. Mitchell,

J. R. Minhinnick.

No. 6.

S. S. Malcomson.
VV. Hayden.
VV. S. Burnett.

No. 7.

J. Addison.

J.
Hagerman.

\V. J. Palmer.

No. 10.

Dugald Kelly.

No. 19.

Peter McCarthy.

No- 23.

NON-PAYMEMT OF DUES.

Ancient Frontenac, Kingston.

I

Thomas A. Parnell.

Samuel McCammou.
St. John's, London.

A. S. Abbot.

Z St. G. Thompson.

St. Andrew and vSt. John, Toronto.

I

T. D. Ledyard.

St. George's, London.

J.
Higginbottom.

J. Harens.

J. Sutton.

St. John's, Hamilton.

G. ti. Walker.

J.
Howard.

W. E. Mitchell.

J. C. Mahoney.

Moira, Belleville.

W. S. Cook.

J, E. Nixon.

R. W. ri. N. Dawson.

New Hrunswick, St. John, N. B.

I

W. Y. Theal.

Mount Moriah, St. Catharines.

I

W. R. Rawlings.

Wm. H. Andrews,

Granville, Prescott.

T. S. Detlor.
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No. 27-

No. 38.

Herbert Matthews.

John Irwin.

No. 32.

No. 37.

Will. Minnus.

Jos. Smith.

No. 44.

Fred. Richardson.

H. L. Geddes.

No. 52.

James Henderson.

J.
H. House.

W. F. Luxton.

S. L. Bedson,

Gilbert McMicken.
Joseph Hewson.
No. 54.

F. H. Henderson.
Benj. Martin.

C. Glasgow.

W. Glasgow.

H. G. Hunt.

No. 57.

No. 60.

Rupert Adam.
No. 65.

T. [). Ledyaid.

No. 73.

Nelson McCall.
James Fawcett.

John Ellison.

^- A. Henderson.
Olio Scealey.

Elihu Moore.
George Duncan.
Allen Binns.

Manitou, Collingwooc).

C. R. Vantassell.

Pantalpha, Oshawa.

C. N. Vars.

Hosea Allen.

Waterloo, Gait.

Thomas Welsh.

Victoria, Port Hope.

John Thompson.
VV. S. Griffin.

Mount Sinai, Napanee.

S. Gibson.

Amos H. Allison.

J. C. Huffman.

Prince Rupert's, Winnipeg.

D. B. Murray.

C. C. Montgomery.
D. H. Cameron.
W. B. Thibadeau.
VVm. Crawford.

Palestine, St. Thomas.

J. Hannon.
G. W. Boyd.

A. Musselman.
Geo. Duncan.
Thos. Bennet.

King Hiram, Port Colborne.

Claudius Eakins.

Doric, Newmarket.

I

R. M. Cooper.

St. Paul's, Toronto.

I

G. Crawford.

Erie, Ridgetown.

Wni. McGeachy.
Orion Campbell.

John Edf^ecombe.
T. D. Brown.
Hubbard Ellison.

Stephen B. Mills.

James Hebblelliwaithe.

A. E. Ferguson.

George Hemphill.

1*r «•
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\i

OFFICERS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER, 1884-85.

M. E. Comp. H. Macpherson, Owen Sound, Grand Z/
R. E.

U!"

i ;
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

I'RF.SIDKNT :

R. E. Comp. Thomas Sargant, Grand 11., Toronto.

M, E
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REPRESENTATIVES NEAR THE GRAND CHAPTER
CANADA FROM FOREIGN GRAND CHAPTERS.

Grand Chapters.
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REPRESENTATIVES NEAR FOREIGN GRAND CHAPTERS
FROM THE GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

jfv;'

,»:

^'•1
5"!'

Grand Chapters.

.Alabama,

Arkansas,

Calilurnia,

Colurado,

Connecticut,

Delaware,

Dist. i>f Culumbi
Klurida,

(leoriMa,

Illiiioi.s,

Imiiana,

.'owa,

Ireland,

Kan>aN,

Kentucky,

Louisiana,

Maine,

Maryland,

.Ma.s.iaciiuscUs,

Minnesota,

Mivsivsi])]]!,

Missiniri,

Xel)r.aska.

New Hampshire,
New Jersey,

Nevada,

New York.

North Carolina,

Nova Scotia,

Ohio

Ore|;on,

I'ennsy'vaiiia,

Qiiehec,

Khode Island,

-South Carolina,

Tennessee,

Texas,

Virginia,

Vermont,

^\-'st Virginia,

K.
«i

M. ••
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W i>consin.

Scotland,
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<Jr. Mark L(Kl|;e ol

Kntj.and Wales, M.

Representatives.

Comp. Jos. H. Johnson,
" Geo. L. Kimball,
" N, \V. Spakiinjr,
•• Uenj. T. Wells,
** W. R. Ilighy,
** Geo. F. Vounfj,
"

J. .S. McCoy, M. D.,
" Robt. J. Perry,
" \V. H. Tuller,
*'

las. II. Miles,
"

K. L. McLallen,
"

>. n'. Wilson,
"

... H Veilson,
'*

Fra> Menet,
'* ". K French,

A '.rew Hero, jr.,
•' \;:irew J. E^uller,
'

J. M. Carter,
' F'lwin Wripht,

':' OrvilleG. Miller,
" A. H. Barkley,
" M. A. Fyke,
" H. P. Duel,
" A Haker,
"

\W. U. Mclllhaney,
" S. \W. Chubbuck,
"

Tolin .S. Howen,
" Chas. C. Clarke,
•'

L. F. Darling,
" C. A. Woodward,
" Donald Mackay,
" Thos. R. Pat ton,
" Thos. Milton,
" W. R. Greene,
"

J. M. Hratten, M. D.
"

P>lihu Edmundson,
'* Henry ScherRius,
" (ko. W. Dame,
" Wni. Brinsmaid,
*' Frank Johnson,
" R. I). Piilford,
" The Rt. Hon. the Earl

of Kintore.

" Frederick Binckes,

r(.«idences>

". liladega.

Durdanelle.
Oakland.
Black Hawk.
Bridgeport.

Wilmington.
Washington.
Key ^*'est.

Atlanta.

Chicago.
Columl'ia City.

Newton.
Dublin.
Lawrence.
Mt. Sterling.

Delta.

Bath.

Baltimore.

Boston.

St. Paul.

Crawfordsville.

Clinton.

Omaha.
Lebanon.
New York.
Gold Hill.

New York.
New Berne.

Halifax.

Cleveland.

Portland.

Philadelphia.

Montreal.

Providence.

Charleston.

Pulaski.

Houston.
Danvi e.

lUirl:n:;ton.

Wheeling.
Mineral Point.

Carlti.n C'lub,

Lotulon, Eng.

L'jndon, Eng.

If- a
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f% r.RAND CHAI'TKR OF CANADA.

LIST OK CHAI'TKKS-HY DISTRICTS.

NO. I—LONDON DISTRICT.

llrand Dislricl Siip.rinlfndent— K. E. Conip. R. H. IIiingcrfDrd, London.

No. 3, St. John's, London .Middlesex Coiinly.
" 5, St. (;c«»r^;L-\, L(*n<lon " "
"

15, Wawanoili, Sarniii Lanildon '*

**
47, \Vellin^;loIl, Cli.uliam Kent "

**
5J, IJrucf, I'rtrolia Lanihlon '*

'•
54, PalostinL', St. Thomas Klj^in *•

"
71, I'rince of Wal«!s, .\inht'rstl)urg. . . Ksscx •'

*•
7 j, Kric, Ki(l;;ftt)\vn, Kent "

"
74, Mcavtr, Siralliroy Middlesex "

••
78, Minnewawa, i'ark Hill

"
•• Ko, Ark, Windsor Kssox ••

*' Si, Alymer, Alymer Kl^^in ••

•*
88, Macnabli, Dresden Kent ••

NO. 2—WILSON DISTRICT.

(Irand Di>.lrict Superintendent -R. E. Conip. C. L. Beard, Woodstuck.

No. iS, Oxford, Woodstock Oxford Cininty.

" 20, Mount Ilorel), lirantford Mranl '

"
2J. Kzra, Siinc-oe Norfolk "

'* 41, Harris, Injjersoll Oxford "

NO. 3—WKLLINGTON DISTRICT.

Grand District Superintendent— R. K. Coinp. John Sco(<n, Ciiulph.

No. ^2, Waterloo, CJalt Waterloo County.
*'

40, Ouelph, (Juelph \Velliiii;lnii "
*•

49, Klora, Klora
"

50, .S.au^een, Walkorion .... .... Hrure
"

07, Enterprise, llarriston Wellington '"

"
70, (Jranil River, Berlin . Watorltio

•*
83, Ionic, Orangeville Wellitigiuii "

NO. 4— IIAMII.IO.N DISTRICT.

Grand District Superinleiider.t- -li E. Conip. John .\lalloy, Il.iiniltoii

No. 2, The Hiram, Hamilton Wentworil. County

" 6, St. lolm's Hamilton
" 71;, St. Clair, Milton Halion
" 87, Wentworth, Dundas Weniworth "

NO. 5—HURON DISTRICT.

Grand District Superintendent— R. E. Comp. D. McC. Malloch, Clinton.

No. 24, Teciim-seh, Stratford iVrth County.

" 30, Huron, Goderich Huron |'

•' 46, St. Jame.s', St. Mary"> IVrtii

" 63, Havelock, Kincardine Bruce
' 66, Seaforth, Clinton I luron

•' S2, Shuniah, Prince Arthur's Landing Algomo District.

" 84, Lebanon, Wingham "
^^

" 85, Exeter, E.xeter Huron
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NO. 6—NIACARA DISTRICT.

Graml District .Sii|)erinlon(lcnl— R. E, Comp. Wm. ForJ)cs, CIrimsl)y.

No. U), Mount Miiriiih, .St. Catharines Lincoln (.'oiinty.

" 39, .McCalUnn, l>unnvilk Monck "

" 55, Niajjara, Nin(;nra Nia|;;arn
**

" 57, Kin^ lliranj, Port Colhorno Welland **

•' 64, \Vills«)n, Welland
" 6<), <irin)sl)y, (jrimsliy Lincoln "

" 7t), Mount Neho, Niagara Kails South Wciland *•

NO. 7 -TOKON 10 msiKKT.

(iran'l District Su|KTintcn(lcnt -K. K. Conip. J. McL. .Stevenson, Harrie.

.S'o. 4. Si. An<irew an<l St. John, Toronto York County.
'• S, Kin^j Solomon's, Toronto " •'

•'

27, Manitou, CoIIingwood Simcoe '•

"
J4» ^'i^"^'. H-irric " *•

"
38, Seymour, Bradford " •

"
56, (irorf^ian, Owen Sound (irty *•

"
60, Doric, Newmarket York **

"
6i, Vork, Kglington '• ••

"
65, St. Taul's, Toronto "

"
77, Occident, Toronto •' *•

"
79, Orient, Toronto " "

"
86, Macpherson, Meaford C.xty

"
91, I'arkdaie, Tarkdale York '•

NO. 8—ONTARIO DISTRICT.

(irand District Suj^erintendent— R. E. Comp. Duncan Fraser, Peterboro.

No. 28, I'entaipha. Oshawa Ontario County.
" 35, Keystone, Whitby
" 36, Corinthian, Peterboro' Peterboro' "
" 37, Victori.'i, Port Hope Durham "
" 45, Excelsior, Colborne Northumb'd '•

" 48, St. John's, Cobourg " "

NO. 9—PRINCE EDWARD DISTRICT.

Gmnd District Superintendent—R. E. Comp, Jas. Walters, Napanee.

No. 7, Moira, Helleville Hastings County.
" 26, St. Mark's, Trenton
" 3'. Prince Edward, Picton Pr. Edward "
" 44, Mount Sinai, Napanee Lennox "

NO. 10—CENTRAL DIS'I RICT.

Grand District .Superintendent—R. E. Comp. Edwin Plant, Ottawa.

No. I, Ancient Frontenac, Kingston Frontenac County.
12, Catar.iqui, Kingston " "

16, Carleton, Ottawa Carleton "
" 22, Grenville, Prescott Grenville •'

58, Pembroke, Pembroke Renfrew **

59i Sussex, Brockville Leeds '*

61, Granite, Almonte Lanark "
" 68, Maitland, Maitland . . Grenville "

L
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NO. II—NEW BRUNSWICK DISTRICT.

Grand District Superintendent—R. E. Comp. Henry Duffell, St. John.

No. lo, New Brunswick, St. John St. John, N. H.
" 1 1, St. Mark's, St. Andrew's St. Andrew's, X. ]].

" 39» Botsford, Monclon Westmoreland "
" 89, Woodstock, Woodstock Carleton, "

NO. 12—MANITOBA DISTRICT.

Grand District Superintendent—R. E. Comp. C. F. Poorest, Winnipeg.

No. 52, Prince Rupert, Winnipeg Manitolia.
" 90, Golden, Rat Portage Keewatin.
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Gfmnd Chapter of Canada,

Report on Correspondence.
HENRY ROIiKRTSON, CirAiRMAN.

To the Most li.wcllcnt Giaiul Z., ami llu Grand Cliapler of Royal Arch
Masons of Canada.

\'()Ui ('oiiiniittee on P'oreign Correspondence beg to present

their Annual Rej)ort. The duties assigned to the Committee
have hecn fiiithfully attended to and the usual review of the

proceedings of all the other Grand Chapters which have been
rcciivod, has been prepared, and is herewith submitted for

your consideration,

A list of the jiroceedings which have been received and the

vcars of their issue will be found at the end of this report.

Mention will also be made of those that have not come to

liaiid.

We have endeavored to be as brief as possible, consistently

with giving nn intelligent synopsis (jf the most interesting and
important matters whi( h have been placed before the (Irand

Chapters of sister jurisdictions.

THE GENERAL GR.XND CHAPTER.

First in importance and dignity of all the bodies we have to

notice this year is the Ceneral (irand Chapter of Royal Arch
.Ma>ons for the United States of America. This August body
meets only once in every three years. The 25111 'i'riennial

Convocation was held at the city of Denver, Colorado, on the
thirteenth day (^f August, 1883.

In consccjuence of the death of the General Grand High
I'liot, M. \i. Comp. R. F. Bower, during his term of office,

the Convocation was presided over by the Deputy, Comj).
Alfred F. Chapman.
He delivered a very excellent address, recounting his official

atts since the death of Comp. Bower in May, 1882. He
II
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2 GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

metions also the deaths of Comps. A. G. Mackey, J. M. Austin,

and others.

Seventeen new Chapters are reported.

Among the decisions, we find the following :

—

A petition cannot be withdrawn after being reported on by

the Committee on Character.

Dual membership is not allowed in forming a new Chajner.

He made a number of official visitations, and his observation,

reports, and information lead him to the conclusion, that in

essentials, at least, there is but little variation in the business

and ritualistic conduct of the several state jurisdictions, and

that they are but the type of the larger jurisdiction of the general

Grand Chapter.

In a historical disquisition he shows that the present arrange

ment of the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Kxcel-

lent, and the Royal Arch, long antedates the time when Thomas

Smith Webb was made a Royal Arch Mason. He was born in

177 1, and the records of St, Andrews Chapter in Boston show-

that in 1769 they worked the degrees of Excellent, Super-

Excellent, Royal Arch and Knight Templar, The Mark

Degree first appeared in that body in 1793. Webb was exalted

in Philadelphia in 1796, In conclusion he says :— " For one

hundred and twenty-five years the Royal Arch Degree has

found a home upon this continent ; during ninety of these

years the business we profess has been practiced as now organ-

ized. The 'Grand Royal Arch Chapter,' now the 'General

Grand Chapter,' in its first Constitution, adopted January 26th,

1798, named, in inverse order, the four degrees which it again

asserted in its last Constitution, adoj)ted August 26th, 1880,

and set forth in Section 19 of Article i,"

From the Report of the General Grand Secretary, we learn

that the new Chapters were located as follows :— Three in

Arizona, eight in Dakota, two in New Mexico, two in Utah,

and two in Washington Territory,

The standing resolution on what constitutes a quorum was

amended so as to read as follows :
" That there must be ])resent

nine Royal Arch Masons to open any of the bodies under iIh'

jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter ; but that eight may

work as a lodge of Mark Masters, seven as a lodge of Pa!>t

Masters, and seven as a lodge of Most Excellent Masters."'

A very Irrge amount of business was transacted.

The conclusions and recommendations of the Committee on

Jurisprudence were all I'dopted, They report that a certain

clause in the Constitution was intended to make all Past High

I i
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f

Priests members of their respective State Grand Chapters only

when permitted by thjir respective Grand Chapter constitutions.

Also, that in case of the death of the General Grand High
Priest, the Deputy succeeds to the duties but not the title

;

and then, in case of the death of the Deputy, the General

Grand King succeeds to the duties but not the title, and so on.

Also, that a Grand Chapter has the right to limit the qualifi-

cations of candidates for the office of High Priest.

.\lso, that the Grand High Priest cannot annul the ordinary

force of a law of the Grand Chapter, unless the regulations of

the latter invest him with the necessary discretionary power.

And also, that before a charter is issued to any Chapter, each

Companion named in said charter shall present a dimit from

the Chapter of which he was previously a member.
\ commission was appointed to compile and digest their

various decisions and opinions upon Capitular law, to be pub-

lished and distributed under the direction of the General (irand

Council.

On relative membership, it was moved by Comp. Bowen, of

Nebraska, " That membership in a Chapter should be depen-

dent ui)on and co-existent with membership in a lodge of

Freemasons." After several amendments, a motion to post-

pone, and a motion to refer to a special committee, the whole
subject was laid on the table on a call of the yeas and nays, by
a vote of 40 to 36. This was a narrow escape, but we are glad
that the majority had the good sense to refuse to adopt so arbi-

trary a rule.

The following officers were elected :

—

Alfred F. Chaj^man, Boston, Mass.,
N'oble I) Larner, Washington, D. C,
David F. Day, Bufiflilo, N. Y.,

Joseph P. Hornor, New Orleans, La.,

Reuben C. Lemmon, Toledo, O.,

Christopher G. Fox, Buffalo, N. Y.,

Thomas McF. Patton, Portland, Ogn.,
Henjamin F. Haller, Memphis, Tenn.,
Roger W. Woodbury, Denver, Col.,
\\iliiam H. Mavo, St. Louis, xVIo.,

G. G. H. P.

I). G. G. H. P.

G. G. K.

G. G. S.

G. c;. 1>.

(;. G. Sec'y.

G. G. C H.

G. G. P. S.

G. G. R. A. C.

G. G. M. 3. V.

G. G. M. 2. V.

G. G. M. I. V.

Lansing Burrows, Lexington, Ky.,
J'^hn

J. Sumptcr, Hot Springs, Ark.,

The next Triennial Convocation will be held at the City of
)\ashington, D.C., on Tuesday, September 28th 1886. We
nope to he there.
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V.

ALABAMA.

The 57th Convocation was held at Montgomery, Dcccmntr
4th, 1883.

M. E. Comi). L. \y. Jenkins, G. H. V.

According to hir> addrcs.;, Hie outlook is not very i>r()nu.>in;;.

but we trust there may soon come a time when prosptriiv will

return, and peace and i)lenty gladden the hearts of our ('0111

panions in iVlabama. We copy the following :—
" A portion of our jurisdictioi' has hi-cii visitcU by tliat IfriiMu scniirj,'f,

yellow ("ever, and nuirli (li^.lrcss causetl in that section. Many of our valu-

able companions fol! victims. The sympathy of the neighi)orini^ towns as

expressed l)y liieir lil)eral donations, ol)viate(i the ifecessity ^f n«y calliiij,', as

(irand Othcer oi the Statr, on ihe Subordinate (.diai)U'rs lor relief.

For the past year we have to record an unprecedented Sunnner tlrmuh,

which has smitten the products of our fields, and dc'-troyed tlie hi^h hopi^

of (jur hustiancbnt.'H for v.n ainnulant '. irvest, thereton we may not fxinri

any great increase in the roll of our member-hip for some, lime to cunu-. I

can not belijve that the ilepression of the times, the falling aw.iy of uin

mend)i.'rship, and liie decrease of ll. nuniber of Chajiters, can be ntti'lmleil

to bad material vsrougiit into the walls of our masonic structure ; nnr to a

want of interest in Mi'.sonry. Uut I tribute all these things to relentluss

povi r'y. The return of prospcru. wi'l bring new life to our Order and

restore many dormant (.."hapterr t* t'l' r former flourishing conditimi. lint

long continued poverty nvl icf urn .lat.d dues of many worthy ineiubers,

will prevent their return '.o -'cav': niemlJership without some legislatinii in

their behalf by their Chaptci.-i. ' therefore respectfully rerounn/ud to the

consideration of S' burdinate Ch ers the advisability of reiuiiliiiL,' a jiarl.

or such part of their •'ccun<.'!aie\l ^ae,'^ as will restore them to active mem-

bership—thus exereisiii^r -j of i! >. irdi;-.d principles of our Order this,

in my o|)iniun, woulu gic:VtIy revive the spirit of Capitular Masoniy in thi-

lor isdiction.

'/rc-Ui i/ficial visitations which h.we been of limited extent, au<l intcr-

coiuse with ompanions, I am enabled to state thpt the prospects of tin

Order ii' ^ .; jurisdiction, in >ome insianr-es, are i-ncouraging. Several

Chapu.s wnose charters were forfeited have been restored, and tiuir mem-

bers have gone to work with commendable zeal. The Chapters I havt-

visited appear to be in a flourishing ciwiditioii- -the officers manifesting; threat

interest in jjerfecling themselves in tlie work and lectures. I take thi^

occasion to thank those ofticers for the courtesy and kindness extended me

on those occasions,"

He decided that a Chapter cannot call off froiu one

Convocation to another. Also that it is not lawful to confer

the degrees upon a minister of th(,^ (iospel free of charge.

The Committee on M'ork reported on all the degrees.

The Quebec circular was referred to the Committee on

P'oreign Correspondence, of whicft Conip. P. J.
I'illans is

Chairman.

In his notice of the Grand Mark Lodge of England, we find

the following ;

—

I, 1 •
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'•At tlu- litter \vf llnil lopoitLii a warrant fi)r a new LckI^c at Montreal,

10 Ik- >lyleil lleniiil jt antl niunhcrec' 314. As n.vicli as wc s\i>li the exten-

sion ami j;ruwtli of all true Masonic Unlies, yet we ^ror.tly ryret to see liiis

iriv.i>i<>n i>f the jiirisdiclion « f the (Irand (."hajMer of (Jueliec. As the pliice

Muntreal is f,'iven without the altix, can we slill iiope that it is not among
)ur Canaihan brethren that it has been estahiisheii. Tin' American dnc-

irinc of exclusive jurisdiction we ihoii^lil was too fidly estaMisheil to allow

111' any such interference, but ujxm looking throui^h the registry wi- Inul

iiiidir the head of (Quebec, as constituted in 1^*83, a l'r»)\inci.al (irand Loiljje

wiih k. \\ . l!ro. \\ ni. liadgley, of Montreal, as J'rovincial (i. M. Lieut.

ii)l. \\. II. Ihitlon, I>. (1. .NI., and J. O. Mathews, (/rand Secretary,

thii> tH^pliiyini; a settled purpose on llie pari of this (1. M. Lodi;e to invade

the jurivliction of tiie (Irand (Jha|)ter of 'Quebec. We hope lor ihe sake of

haniiDiiy that some reasonable exi)lanation of the purposes of the

M.\V.(i. M. Lod^'e consonant with its dii^nily and thai of the (Irand

Ihai'tcr uf (Quebec may be made l>elore the next Annual Convocation
i)f liiis our (irand (ihajHer. It can, we presume, hardly be expected

ihat we will idly noiiiv lliis infraction ol the ri^ht of a .>i>ter juriMliilion

.,11(1 nni pnp.ire to defend >)urselves from a like proceetlin^. for if tlii-. may
1)1! (jdue in (Quebec without protest, why may not the same be done in

Alil>,iiii,i, We await with no litti( curiosity and appr"hen ! m ;he onlcoine
I'f this .ippnrent darini^ enterjirise."'

(;in.ula lor 188;^ receives due noti'e. He notices that the

avcratie attendance of one u{' our ("hajjter-., .ns rejjoited l)y the

District Superintendent, \v;is nine, and wants to kn, w how sve

get aloni^ at any time with less than t!iat nuinher. That

.ivcrasie was probably obtained by (oiintiiv^ the niiinl)er of

("umpanions j)res<jnt at some meetings at winch theie was no
quoniiii, as no Chapter can l)e opened ".vit'^ .-ss diai. nine

jircsent.

•M. K. Cornp. William S. Forster. (Mobile)
Comp. Daniel Sayre, (MontgonK^y) (i.S.

HP. R. E.

ARKANSAS,
The thirty-fourth Annual Convocation wifs held at Litde

Rock, Noveinber 29th, 1883.

M. K. ('onij) John J. S|impt' <). \L l\

They have a renowned sai iriuni at Hot Sprinys, in tliit

^-tate, and the Grand High Piest advocates the establishment
there of a "World's Masoni< ilospital." On this subject, he
says :

—

' If you, my beloved Compaii 1 were as familiar .is I am with the
I'lliahlc condition of the multitudi 'I poor, crippled, disea'-ed paupers who
'nmially seek the healing waters of Hot .Springs ; who, animated with the
"He and only eager desire for restored health, come without money, without
-liithinj,', wiihoiit anything but their poor diseased bodies, from almost
t^^'ery (|uarter of the globe, and cast lliemselvts upon the charity of an over-
'•^>''-'l .aid ovirburdened community ; how they lie by night and day on the
^I'les of the hills, exj)oscci to all the vici.ssitudes of weather—naked, hungry,
lying—your hearts lik^ minv. would 1 <i filled with ineffable pity, and you

i' l
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CALIFORNIA.

The 30th Convocation was held at San Francisco, April 8th,

1884.

M. E. Comp. Leonidas E. Pratt, G.H.P.
He is sound and sensible on the too frequent ostentatious

parades indulged in by Masons who love display, but who do
not recognize the wholesome truth, that Masons should not

appear in public as such except on very special and important

occasions. Making ourselves too common certainly detracts

from, rather than adds to the dignity of the institution.
" On the twenty-fourth day of August last, contrary to my own ta-^^te and

jmlj^ment, Init yielding to the advice and solicitation of tliose who had
preceded me in this chair, and to whose wisdom and opinions I felt hound
to defer, I convened the Grand Chapter for the purpose of acting in

coniunctioi) with the (jrand Cornmandery as an escort to tne ( Irand Lodge
r.t the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the (jarheld Monument in

(lolden dale Park in this city. Having said that this special convocation
was uiverse to my own thought, I ought, perhaps, to assign some reasons

why it was so. They are few, simple, and will be readily comprehended
by all of you, although they may not he shared or concurred in by any of

you, Kirst, we are coming rapiilly to make too much dis])lay and parade
of our Masonic standing and handsome apparel. We are gradually drifting

away from that simplicity and those practical features of Freemasonry which
in our early experience so charmed and delighted us. We compromise
our faith and our teach ligs and we belittle (uir profession by too much
Masonic display and too little Masonic labor. Not but that it was a very

proper piece of Masonic work i )r the Grand Lodge to lay the corner-stone
of that inonument ; but I am weary of seeing that body, which is our
supreme head and front, and to which we all owe our highest loyalty anil

allci^iance, dwarfed and overshadowed on such occasions by the ostentation,
gilt, and tinsel of what profanes^ because they know no belter, are pleased
to call the ///^/2tv degrees. Our sovereign—the (Jrnnd Lodge— is sunk and
lo>t sij;ht of. The impression left upon the mind of the thoughtful and
considerate profane, the very class to whom we should conmiend ourselves,
Is anyiliing but favorable. They come to look upon us as more given to
fuss and feathers, to vanity, ostentation and di>play, than to the practical
^ork which we ])ro ess Moreover, on such ^^ccasions, in theory at least,
'^^' are there io do the practical work of operative Masons. Wc are thc-re

isiensibly to handle bricks and stones and mortar, and to wield the
nipl'-ments of the craft in the actual work of buiUling.
Now, wliat sort of a figure would a Knight Templar cut, bMrtlciied with

ni> c()>tiy and cumbersome clothing and accoutrements, carrying the hod
"f wielding' the dressing hammer? What sort of a fit^nire \.i)uld the Grand
'hgh I'riest cut, in his robes and paraphernalia and breast- jiate and mitre,
jpreadin^r mortar and adjusting bricks and stones in the pojected edifice ?

h is ridiculous—it is farcical ! If I were to havemy oA'n way about it

'wnich I am quite confident I never shall havj), on such occasions every
person m the procession should go clad in the simple badge of a Master
l.ison -ihe plain lamb-skin apron—as if he were x^::\.(.\y piaiiically for the
*ork which in theory he is there to perform. The theory and practice
^""uld, i.i that extent at least, be made to harmonize.

?fi-
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h 's true, as some of you may perhaps respond, that during my own
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Crand \tasli'rs!ii|) r)f four years, such orc.isiDns werr luimcroiis an 1 impor-

tant, and iluTi! wa-. then the same ostentation and rlisplay as on thr laii-

occasion. Hut then, as at the late denionstralioii, it was perinittel as i

kind of conipli.iiwe to a loni^ (•st.il>li-.lit'(i <nistiiin and practice, and in defer

iMice to the opinions an<l advice of my senior, in .\l.isonic lore, and not

l)ecause my own judgment ap|)roved it. .My o\*n views were then

jnst what they are now. I solemnly avow that if I \\ne (Ir.ind

Master ajjain, I would clear the ^^irden of ;ili these weeds an I

brand)les. As it is, I can only fire this futile >hot. N'olMxIy will he hurl

by it, an<l the \Iasonic fraternity will he just as comfortahle as if I Imd kepi

my lips staled. Tiie ijrasses will still sprinj; to adorn the rut;f;ed face of

Mother Ivirlh ; the flowers will still exhale tlieir fraj^rance. Suns will still

rise and set, moons will wax and wane, and tides will elil» and flow, aiid

the (irand Chapter and (ir.md ("ommandery will still avail iheniseho

of every po>sil>le opportunity r>r a puMic i-xhihition of their i'lei;ant ilre^N

and .Ma-onic siandinj;. Sclah I"

The (iran 1 S.( rotary reports on C^orresp-'iiflcrKc and

notices Canada for iHcS^.

Comp. fames L, iMij^lish presenlod the foUowini:. as a

CjCtieral Regulation, \vhi( h was refcired to the Committee on

Jutisprtuleiice :

—

" 'I'liis (irand Chajiler acknowledj»es no degree of Masomy or order ot

Kni;;htlu>od to he legitimate and genuine except thosi- conferred by oruiKhr

Ml" authority of the following regularly constituted .M:i>oiiic In idles of the

United Slates of Aitieriea, and those of corn-ponding rank in foniijn conn-

tri 's, to wit : the (Irand Lodges of Kree and Accepted Masons of the several

Sl.itfs and T<rritories ; the (ieneral ("irand (J ha pier of Royal Arch Ma^on-

of the United States, and the (Ir.md ("Iiapters of Royal Arch Masuns of thi'

States an<l territories; the (General (Irand Council of Rnyal and Select

Masters of the United Slates and the (irand Councils of Royal and Select

Masters of the Slates and Territories ; the (irand l-lncampnient of Knights

Templar of the Tnited Stales, and the (irand Conimanileries of the several

.Stales and Territories ; the Suoreme Council of the .\ncii'iit and Accepud

Scottish Rite of Kreemasonry, fir ilie soiitlurn jurisdiction ol 'ii< I nitcil

Stall's, of which .Mberl I'ike is (irand Coiiiinander ; and the Siipitnie

Council of the .Ancient and .Accepted Sco'tisli Rite of I're. max'iiiv lor thf

northern jurisdiction of the United .States, of which lltiiry 1-. l',ihiHri>

( irind Cotiimaii<hr.

It is hereby declared llial any Royal .Arch .Mason who shall hereafter

take or receive nnv so-called Masonic degree or ordir <it Kniglilhood from

any man or body of men not hereiid)efore acknowledged lo he le^iiim.'^te

and yenuine, shall be liaitle to be expeiletl from all the riglils ninl privilct:i>

of a R.oyal Arch Mason.

It is hereby further declared ihat any Royal Arch Mason who shall Iki-

afur confer, communicate or sell, or be present at or assist in ihecoiiliriing.

communicatin-.r, or selling, or solicit anyone lo take, receive, or apply lt>f'

any so-called Masonic degree or order of Kniglithood in an\ asseuihl.igt-' j'l

men, no matter by what name st>ever it may be called, exce|ii it ne titi'

under the authority of one of the bodies hereinbefore acknowledged to bo

legitimate and genuine, shall be expelled from all the rights and privilet;c>

of a Royal Arch Mason." •

Iflff '*fi
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The Committee on Jurisprudence presented the following

report, which was adopted :
—

" Vmir Committee on Iiirisprudence have given consideration to the

Miinilin^ rcj^ulations proposed liy Conipani<m Past (Irand High Priest

lames Lawrence Knglish, detining the Masonic powers in existence whose

ref^iil.irily and standing, l)eing acknowledged liy the Masonic world, should

l)f altiriued by this (jrand Chapter for the jrolection of legally and regularly

(irj;ani/Ail Masonic Itodies, and especially for the continuance of the harmony
iH'c\'Sviry for the prosperity of the Ixxlies of Koyal Arch Masons of our

iilii'dit'llCl'.

All well iiifoimed Masons are aware that the list of bodies enumerated i./

C'i)ii.|). English, embody the legitimate MaNonry of the world. We have

nol tilt.' lime at our disposal, and <lo not propose to enter into an analysis of

ihc ilisputjs of Masonic powe.s of years gone by. It is enough for your

comiuittee to know that for a cpiarler of a century the organizations named
in tin pr<)p(»sed regulations have constituted the Masonic world, and coiu-

prisc I. • wiiole (jf legiliuiate Masonry ; and for the reason that we desire

lhi^(ir. ,d Chapter ttj speak in no uncertain tones when organization and
'irikr r..e in question, and that all who seek information as to pretended

orders may have i reliable record at hand to furnish it, we recommend the

adcjpiion of the regulations herein referred to, and that they constitute, as a

vsluilc, (icneral Kegul.Uion No. 21."

The rest of the business transacted was of local interest only.

.M. Vs. Comp. J. I). Hines, (San Buenaventura) G. H.P.;

R. K. (>)mp. T. H. Caswell, (San Francisco) G.S.

COLORADO.

The ninth Convocation was held at Denver, Sept. 20th, 1883.

M. 1:. Comp. Roger W. Woodbury, C.. H. P.

The Fraternity throughout the state is in a flourishing

(ondilion.

Four new Chapters were formed during the year.

The (Irand High Priest declined a request to suspend the

By-laws of a Chapter to enable it to take action on a petition

on the evening of its reception. In answer to a request for

Instructions relative to visitation by a Royal Arch Ma.son from
1 foreign country, who had never received the degrees of
Mark Master, Past Master, and Most l^xcellent Master, he
t^i-'plied that those degrees should be regularly conferred on the
visitor without charge.

On the subject ot maimed candidates, he says :
—

" I have been asked to define to this iJrand Chajiter my opinion upon
the resoliition relating to one-armed Masons. At the late triennial session of
•'le 'ieneral Cran<l Chapter of the United .States, Cieiirral (Jrand High
'fie>i Chapman advocated great liberality in passing upon applications for

•advancement from maimed Master Masons, and his views were unanimously
(ndiirsed hy the Ceneral Grand Chapter. It has been thought wise by this
'Wid Chapter to erect a permanent bar to the advancement of a .Mason'
l^uhonearm. The loss of a leg or a hand or a foot appears not U> have
'wn considered. The resolution, if considered as establishing a rule for

\^,
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llu- ^jovcrtinuriit of consliliunt (Jliaplcrs in tluir rclalions witli iiiainRd api)!!.

cauls, fnils to atiswrr tlu- purpose, as it nlatts to Imt om- of tin- many maims
wliiili the iminaii Iraiiir may Millir. llu- C'liaplcr may rt-jci't llic appIiiMut
wlui lias lost an arm, and accept iiis hrotiur with oiu- Icj;, and do it on the
j;roim(l tliat llic (irand C.'haplcr has spci:ilicd what constitutes a inaiin siit'ti-

cicnt for njcction, and .-.aid iiotliinj; a^^ainst applicants willi iait one li^. It

Would l)c a nice matter to specify literally all that should constitute a maim
tu advancement ; and then a^ain, that which shouhl hy nil means he a itar

to initiation need not necessarily prevent advancement. The Mason thai is

every way (pialitied except by an unfortunate physical causualty is eniiilrd

to some consideration. The man that is uninitiated is not. Royal Arch
Masonry can no more he injured by recccivirifj such a man, jxissihly an

ornament to the Lod^e and to society, than it can be if a Companion siitTrrs

a like misfortune alter receiving the decrees. In short, I conceive nf im
arbitrary inllexible rule that should apply, b'lt that it would be a sufticieiit

protection, and more uniformly satisfactory, if the (iran«l I li^h I'riest h,^l

these (piestions at his own disposal."

On njotion of S. II. llownian, the following, adoptetl in 1S76, was
repealed :

" Ri-solvcil, Thai it is the sense of lliis Cirand Chapter that it is not lawful

to confer the Chapter Degrees upon a one-armed Mason."
The resolution adopted in 1879 was, on motion ol \V. I). Todd, ai.iendol

so as to read as follows :

" /\V.fo/zV(/, That Royal Arch .Mason-, to be in good standing in tiiisOraiui

jurisdiction, must be and continue to be in good standing as .Master Masuib,

and the Subordinate Cha|)ters of this Jurisiliction will govern themselves

accordingly."'

The following rejjort was afloi)tcd, and the proposed addition

to the constitution was adopted by the necessaiy thicc-foiirths

vote :

—

" Your Commit'ee on Jurisprudenci", to whom was referred the decisions

made by M. \\. (1. II. 1'., beg leave to report that they have had the saiiu'

under consideration and recommend that this Crand Chapter conlinii his

ilecision on the .Standing Resolution of 1S79, i>age 14.

And in relation to the dutii:s and prerogative of tlu' M. I'"., 'i. II. I'

.

referred to your Committee at our last annual convocation, we lug leave to

report that in addition to those already granted he be empowered to con-

vene emergent convocations of the ( \. R. .\. C. of Colorado, also to convene

any Subordinate Chapter under the immediate jurisdiction of the (l. ('.
;

to |)reside therein ; to inspect its |)roceedings and recpure cniihiriiiity to

Masonic law, usage and custom ; to re(|uire llie attendance of, md informa-

tion from, any Crand or Subordinate ofilcer respecting his olTice, and, when

in his opinion it is i)roper so to do, to suspend such officer and appoint .t

suitable person in his stead until the next annual convocation of the (Iraml

or .Subordinate Chapter and report his action to the next (irand Convoca-

tion of this (irand Chapter; to apjioint such (irand Ofticers a > may hi."

necessary to hll vMcancies ; and to perform such other duties and exercise

such other powers and jirerogatives as jiroperly pertain to the |)()dtion. not

inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution of this (irand Ch.ipter.

Comp. E. L. N. Foster reports on correspondence and

notices Canada for 1882.

M. E. Conip. PMward B. Newnam, (Boulder) (). H. P.

R. E. Comp. Ed. C. Parmelee, (Georgetown) G. S.
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CONNKCTICl'T.

The H6th convocation was held M Hartford, May i^tli,

iS,S4.

Tht' (Irand Ilijj;h Priest, Coini). John S. Clastle, re|)orts

harmony and jjrospenty jJrevaiMn^' throughout the state.

Nothinj^ of importance has arisen to occupy the attention of

the officers, exco|)t the rej^ular routine duties and Irienilly

visits, which are always a pleasure rathi-r than a hurden. Two

of his decisions are as follows :—
" I> mil n comiiiillce of the whole, iininasonic, and any attempted l)iisi-

iu>s in siifli committee void ?

Answer. Ves.

Can a masonic l)ody form and ado|)t a code of l)y laws and thereby estal)-

li^li (ir chanj^i' tlio time of their annual meetinj^ ?

.\n-.wtr. \'es."

t'oinp. John H. Harlow offered the followini^f resolution

regardint,' the invasion of Quebec by the (Irand Mark Lodge
of I'jinland, and it was adopted by the (Irand Chapter: —

" /uAc/?'(</, That this (irand Chajiter rerof^nizes the M. V.., (Irand Royal

Arch Chapter of (Quebec, as the only lawful and le^iliinale aulliority or

jM)wer, from which charters i;r warrants for chai)ters to confer the decree of

Mark Mailer Masons may he issued, and in our judi^mciit, Mark NIaster

Ma-.()i:s mlvanced in such lod^'es, sliould alone he recoj^ni/ed, as having;

received said dei^ree in a regular lodp;e, lawfully constituted.''

Their practice as to affiliation is now rej^ulation as stated in

this resolution :
—

" /u:<(>/v,-(/. That when any companion Royal Arch Mason wishes to dis-

solvL- his connection with the chapter of which he is a member, and affdiate

with another, he may be |K'rmitted to apply for arfiliati(m before takini^ a

'limit, Init n\i'inlK'rsIiip shall not take eflect until he has (iejxisited his dinul
with the chapter to wliich he may apply."

It was also resolved that at all future convocations of the

Ciraiid ('hapter, the roll shall be called immediately after the

installations of officers, and all ch.apters not rejjresented shall

1)0 (Diisidered delinquent. We presume that this is intended
to prevent the " scatteration " which usually takes place as
s(>( n as the principal business is over.

The charter of Lafayette Chapter, Xo. 20, was revoked for

hnvini; utterly and persistently ignored the orders of the Crand
Chajjter.

rile rejiort on Correspondence is by Comp. John H.
l)ado\v Our j)roceedings of 18S3 receive favorable mention.
He notices that thirteen out of eighteen of our drand officers

were conspicuous by their absence, a fact that is not at all to
our credit

He suggests that it might be better to inculcate a careful

V
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and judicious use of the power of granting dispensations,

rather than to attempt to modernize Masonry by legislating

upon it.

He thinks that lodge non-aflfiliates should not be permitted

to join the Chapter, as '' they add no permanent strength to

the Royal Craft and that the columns of our mystic temple

would be far more enduring if such stones are left out." It

seems to us that every good man who joins a Chapter makes it

just so much the stronger, whether he pays dues to a ledge or

not.

In his notice of Indiana he says :

—

" We would ask Companion Charles how ancient are the prerogatives

even of the Grand Master. That the dny and date cannot he given, \\l-

thiniv furnish strong evidence of their being ancient. We do not claim for

the Grand High Priest that douhtful prerogative of making Royal Arch

Masons at sight, but we do claim his rightful prerogative of ruling and

go.erning the Grand Chapter according to his installating covenant, with-

out being crippled by parliamentary rules or constitutional enactments."

M. E. Com]). Chester Tilden, (Willimantic) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. Joseph K. Wheeler, (Hartford) G. S.

DELAWARE.

The 15th convocation was held at Wilmington, January

1 6th, 1884.

M. E. Comp. Thrmas Davidson, G. H. P.

Four Chapters were represented, out of six.

The Grand High Priest rendered no decisions, as no formal

questions had been [iresented to him. On the condition of

the Chapters, he says :

—

" I wish I could give as encouraging a report of the Chapters outside of

the city, but such is not the case. I have lieen unable to visit any of the

Chapters outside of Wilmington. None of them, so far as I have been able

to learn have held a Convocation during the past year, but I believe were it

not for the regulation oi the General Grand Chapter recjuiring nine inembers

to be present to conduct business, I would have been able to report visits to

at least two of the other Chapters, and reported them in fair working unler

;

but owing to the small number of members and their residing so lar from

the place of meeting, it is an impossibility to get nine together to receive

and act upon petitions of those who were anxious to be advanced. ! knovv

that this latter will be severely criticised by those who do not understand

the true condition of affairs in this jurisdiction, and we will l)e told that a

Chapter ti.at cannot get nine of its members together ought to die, but I

think the Companions of this Grand Chapter will bear me out in what 1

say, but as the regulation exists, we will obey. I would recommend that

the regulation adopted at the last Annual Convocation, requiring sulxmli-

nate Chapters to meet at least four tiines in a year be promptly enforced,

for in my judgment it will be easier for the Companions if tiiey ha>e any

interest left in Royal Arch Masonry to unite and form a new Chapt' r

than to get ni2ie of any one Chapter together."
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The documents relating to Quebec and England were

referred to a special committee to report next year.

The constitution was amended to provide that a Chapter

shall not confer the degrees upon a candidate who resides in

another state, without the consent of the Chapter within whose

jurisdiction he resides.

The (Irand Secretary reports on correspondence, and notices

our Proceedings for 1883.

M. E. Comp. John Otto, jr., (Wilmington) G. H. P.

R. R. Comj). H. B. Mclntyre, (Wilmington) G. S.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

At a semi-annual convocation held on June 13th, 1883, an

amendment to the constitution was adopted providing that any

Companion suspended from his Lodge for non-payment of dues

or for any other cause, shall be suspended from his Chapter

during such Lodge suspension.

It was also resolved to ask the co-operation of the Grand
Lodge in carrying out the object of this amendment.

The 17th Convocation was held at Washington, December
I2th, 1883.

M E. Comp. J. C Allen, G. H. P.

He congratulates the Grand Chapter on the general

prosperity and universal good feeling existing among the Craft

in his jurisdiction. He made the usual Grand visitations, and
was gratified at the great interest manifested and the accuracy

and neatness of the records.

On old records and correspondence he says :

—

".At the annual convocation in 1882, M. E. Companion M. Trimble,
\'. G. II. F. , read a communication from Companion James W. Staton, of

lirooksville, Ky., relative to printing the records of ' A Grand Encampment
of Royal Arch Masons of the District of Columi>ia,' from the year 1822 to

1833, and moved tliat the matter be referred to the Grand Council, with
authority to take such action as they may deem advisable, which motion
was aiiopteii ; and I now have to report that the Grand Council, after con-
"-uitatiou, concluded to and did send said records to Comp. Staton, throu<.5h

Comp. Shckell, Secretary of Potomac Chapter, No. 8, for the purpose
iiiilicateil, and on the condition that this Grand Chapter was to l)e put to no
txpense in the matter. A receipt for the records is now in the posession of
our Grand Secretary.

I cannot close my atldress without inviting the attention of this Grand
thaptur to our annua' reports on foreign correspondence.

I (loul)t not that every Companion who has been accustomed to read
tiiose reports has some faint idea of the amount of labor and careful study
required of the Correspondence Committee in compiling that work. The
Correspondence Committee is, of course, always composed of three able
Companions

; yet it is a fact known to the most of you that the greater
portion of the work, if not all of it, is done by the Chairman.

w:
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itT of (^)uel)LC by tlic (Iraiid Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and

Wales, \c,, by estnl)Iisliinfj vvitliin the- jurisdiction of the Cirnnd Chapter of

(^)iic1k'C Lodges of Mark Master Masons, in violation of .veil recognized

Masonic iisaj^e and comity, therefore

—

A'i'so/vc(/,—That ihe communication of the (irand Z. of the lirand ChaiUer
nf Quebec to thi: M. K. (). II. 1*., and the papers accompanying said

coniiinmicalion, be referred to the Committee on Juris])rudence, to report

at tlie Senii-Annnal Convocation the facts in rcLation to said alleged

violation of Masonic jurisdiction, and to recommend to this (Irand Chapter

Mieh action as the nature of the case may retpiire.

The amendments to the Constitution offered by Comp. \Vm. R. Hnshby

at the Semi-Amuial Convocation, coming up as unfinished business, the

ainenilnicnt to section 5, article "5, was amended to read as fol'ows :

" Skc. 5. \o Chapter shall expel a member for non-payment of dues
;

hilt l)y a vote of the Chapter he may be suspended from all the rights and
priviietjes of the Chapter, but shall be reinstated on payment (jf ail

arrearages, if paiil within two years from the time he was suspended ;

if not, he shall be reinstated only on application in writing, and by a

majority vote. Said application shall bo referred to a committee for a

report thereon as in an application for afifiliation."

AMENDMENT PROPOSED.

Comp. N. D. Larner moved to amend the Constitution l")y striking out

^ec. 15, art. 5, and insert the following :

" When a Brother has been elected to receive the degrees and an
'(hjeetion is entered against him, said objection shall be held to have the

same effect ns if a ])lack bail had been cast against him. unless said

ohjeetion sholl be withdrawn ; and if, after one or more of the degrees shall

have been conferred upon him and an objection shall be entered against

his further advancement, such objection shall be referred to a committee
with power to en(|uire into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated

meeting (unless further time be given) report thereon ; and upon the

recepticjn of such report, if no cause for the objection has been assigned,
tjr if the cause assigned be in the opinion of two thirds of the members
present not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the degrees
in the same manner as if no objection had been made."

The (irand Lodge is hereafter to furnish t;he Grand Chnjiter
with a copv of their Proceedings as soon as pubHshed, so that
the Grand Chai)ter may be informed of the suspensions.

A copy of " Robertson's Canadian Digest of Masonic
jurisprtidetice " was received from the author, and the thanks
"f the (}rand Chapter voted to him therefor.

\\e ate very much ))leased to notice the elevation of our
triend, Burton R. Ross, to the exalted office of Grand High
"nest. Comp. Ross is pleasantly remembered by many
Irioiids in Canada, as the leader of the "Pirate Club" oY
hafayette Chapter, who visited our Grand Chapter at
Kingston in 1873. We are confident that he will fill his proud
position with credit to himself and honor to the Grand Chapter
"vlm- which he presides.
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ter of Quebec, and declare non-intercoiirse with said Grand Lodge of M.
M. M., and all lodges establishetl hy her, within the jurisdiction of the

Grand Chapter of Quebec, to be illegal, and their members irregular and
clandestine.

And now. Companions, a few words of advice : Your Chapters need your

united efforts ; you can make them mighty levers for the advancement of

your friends and neighbors in virtue and morality. You have the destinies of

theChapters of Georgia in your hands, for you havethem under your control ;

quite a number of you have presided over their destinies for years
;
you

have the confidence of your Companions, and it is yours to direct as well as

to govern them. Have you considered the weighty responsibility of your

position? Has your Chapter flourished during your adiuinistraticm ? then

study the causes which have produced this success, and continue to improve
yourChapters. Has your Chapter continually retrograded, both in numbers
anil in interest? then see to it that the cause is not in yourself ; or, if it is,

that your Chapter shall no longer be impeded by you. Get out of the way,

and let some faithful, earne.^t Companion assume the leadership. Every
( h.ipter in Georgia neetls its best men to the froiit, men of strong

individuality, of determined purpose, and of spotless integrity.

Such men will restore life and give impetus to our Chapters. I

ask you, then, as friends of C'apitular .Masonry, to make a vigorous effort to

liring such men to the front, by retiring all the drones, who have heretofore

held the iifltices, and by supplying their places with men, good and true and
Iried. One of the grandest kings that ever ruled France, was wont to say,

'Cdat iSt inoi' (I am the State). P^very High Priest is, in a great degree,

the Chapter over which he presides. It is his to impress as he will."

The following report of the Committee on Jurisprudence
uas adoiHed :—
"We have had referred to us for consideration a resolution of Companion

I'ullard, admitting Companion Lansing Burroughs, of Augusta, I'ast High
I'riest of Kentucky, ami Past Grand King of New Jersey, to full member-
>hip in this Grand Chapter. After full investigation of the subject, as far

a> iiur limited time and opportunity would afford, we find the Grand Con-
stituiion of this Grand Chapter provides who are to be members thereof.

While it jjrovides for its own Past Officers, it is silent as to the Past Officers
of other jurisdictions. Therefore, while we regret the lack of provision in

our Grand Constitution to meet this case, we think we should observe its

reiiuirements, v\ithout extending its limits. Although we wouUl be pleased
to recommend the passage of the resolution admitting our worthy and dis-

tinguished Companion to membership, could we do so. we must recoin-
mend that the resolution do not pass, and that Companion Lansing Bur-
roughs he cordially invited to visit this Grand Chapter, at any and all of its

onvocalions, when all the kindness and courtesy due to a Companion of
hiS high rank, character and worth will be cheerfully extended, and he will
'il«ays find a hearty welcome among us.

\\ e h.ive also had referred to us that part of the Most Excellent Grand
'iigh Priest's address and his recommendation in regard to the Grand
L^oge of M. M. \I., of England and Wales, in establishing Lodges in Que-
^c. This (piestion requires more time for investigation than we can now
evote to it, and not having before us all the facts and circumstances to be
^nsidered in deciding a question of so grave importance, we recommend
lat this Grand Chapter express no opinion at tnis time in regard to the

action of this Grand Body, and that the whole subject be referred to the

'•>.
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incDininj; (Jrand Officers, and tliat tlicy n-porl at next Annual (Jraml Con-
vocation.

M. K. Comp. \V. A. (irahiiin, (Fon (iaincs) (;. M. V.

R. K. Comp. J. E. Blacksluar, (Macon) G S.

ILLINOIS.

The 34th Convocation was held at Chicago, Octolicr 25th.

1883.

M. E. Corn]). Samuel Shannon, G. H. P.

He formed two new Chapters, and revoked one Chartt.r.

R. E. Comj). William Forbes was re-appointed their ("ir;iii(l

Representative lierc.

On the general condition of the Craft in the State, the

Crand High Priest says :

—

" After consultation with other Grand and Past (Irand officers thi'

conchi.^ion was reached liiat a triennial report of the fmancial standinij of

the Subordinate Chapters would acconiplisli the same good as an aniuial

report. Accordingly I have not demanded from the grand oniccrs in

cliarge of districts, statements of the finances of the Chapters in their

respective districts.

Tile reports received from the District Deputies show tliat ixnce ami

prosperity prevail throughout our jurisdiction. The Deputies liavelHiii

faithful and zealous in the disciiarge of tlieir duties, and to tlieni I ;iiii

under obligations for viiuable assistance."

It was ruled that a chapter under dispensation cannot admit

joining members, nor grant dimits.

There is no provision in their constitution limiting the tiiiu

between the reception and reference of a [)etition, and the

report of a committee thereon and subsequent conferriiii,'

degrees. It was sought to obtain some rule on this matter, but

the Grand Chapter decided to make no change in their prar

tice in this respect.

The following resolution was recommended by the Coininit

tee on Jurisprudence :

—

" Resolved^ That every member of a Chapter holding Lodge membership

without this Grand Chapter Jurisdiction, shall present the Secretary of his

Chapter, yearly, evidence of his continued good standing in liis Loilg'.;

and it shall be the duty of the Secretary to make it a matter of record.'

Not a single case of grievance was brought before the Grand

Chapter, whicli indicates a gratifying state of harmony in >"

large and important a jurisdiction.

The following was adopted :

—

^^ Resolved^ That in cases of suspension tor non-payment of dues, ui

Companions, by Chapters whose Charters have lieen arrested, siitii

Companions may be reinstated by the Chapter nearest to the last locatioii

of the extinct Chapter, and become a member of the same, in the usual
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maiiiKT, alter liavinjf paid to llv.; (jrand Secretary llie ainount fi)iiiul to

have been due to the extinct Ciiapter."

(Vini)). 'Theodore 'I', (iurney is the author of an extensive and

cl;i!;()iate Repi^it on (!orres])onden(',c. In his notice of Cali-

t'urni;i, we I'uul the followint^ :

—

" Tlie coniinittec on jurisprudence made the followinj; presentation :

Till' (juestion is aski.'d and referre<l to your coniinittee, ' Is a written

objection, made l)y a Companion who is unavoidai)ly al)ser>t from the

mt'elini:; at which a linilot is to he talcen, and dated prior thereto, sulllcient

re;i>on lor declaring the caiulidale rejected ?"

hi the important nuitler of receiving material into Koyal Arch fellowship,

lilt uiinost care should be exercised, and every facility given for the fullest

^.\l)lL^si(lIl of the opinions of thosi' who have not only the privilege, hut

uliiiM' (h'.ty it is to weigh carefully and judge of tlie n"rits oi petitions tor

ilii> M.^onic distinction. Vour committee are of the opinion, that in a

c.i.vj Mich a.>. stated in the ([uestion submitted, the High Priest should give

til' (il)jeclion such consideration as to postpone the liallot, and if tiie

(ibjcciiiin is not formally withdrawn at a suhsetiuenl session, it is his duty
111 (Irclare the candidate rejectid.'

We must diss(;nt from the conclusions of the committee. This is the

tir.sl iiNtance, of which wc have any knowledge, th.it a ballot was withheld
from members. We have heard of both written and verbal (minority)

olijeciions to the reception of petitions, but never before that an absent
iiKiiibrr was permitted to strangle the rights of his associates. It may be

pooiblc that our sister jurisdiction has .^ome local regulation that justilies

Us Conclusion ; but, if not, the universal law of the institution provides
tliat a rejection is to be determined by ballot, and in no other way,
excepting in case of objections subsecpient to an election. Not only is this

\ (langirous precedent, but a precedent entirely inimical to the inalienable

rii.;lus of Masons to express, in lorms provided by law, their estimate of the
cimiiilate. The Cirand Lodge of Illinois is so tenacious upon this subject,

llial it makes the revelation of a vote, before or after a ballot, an offence,
which, if establisheil, would secure the punishment of the offender, even
1 iiniijh he made known his vote to the master of the lodge. More than
tliis

; it is unnecessary, because an absent member's right to objection is

not iinpiired by an election. We will ask the tlistinguished committee,
«luit Would he the form of record in such a case ; and if it is justifiable in

1 nieniher to make known his vote before, during, or after proceedings?"

"lie concurs witti us in the opinion that "substitutes" should not
lie intenlicled. He is entirely mistaken in the supposition that it is " the
"iiiversal custom when the charter of a Masinic liofly is revoked, to hold
Us iiiL'iiibers, excejit those especially exempted by the revoking power, as
^uspL'iiiled.' In Illinois, the member of a suspended body is a non-affiliate,
hut he cannot unite with a Chapter excejjt upon the certificate of the
(^raiul .Secretary that he is not indebted to the suspended ChajMer We
'i'jM that there is no authority in Masonry for the suspension oi' a Mason,
exct.'pt for cause. If a member, or members, of a suspended body have
'•cell, l)y overt unmasonic acts, the cause of the dissolution, charges should

I"'
preferred by the (irand Chapter, or ljy its order in the chapter next of

jurisdiciion, and the delinquents punished : but we do not tolerate the
'y'lnnical dictum that a Mason can be deprived of any right without
opportunity for defence.

•^s it seems to us, there is an entire want of either charity or fraternity in
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a procedure that ousts a Mason of his rights, except he has been proved an
offender. This will not do, Companion Caswell. The rights of a Mason
should l)e considered (|iiile as sacred I'lan the rights of a citizen, who is

never punished for violation of law exiepl a.i the result of a judical

proceeding. Do you know of any statute, in any constitutional govern-

ment, that infhcts a penalty in the absence of formal inrpiiry ?"

He thinks that the District Report of Coinp. J. Ross Kolicrt

son is particularly attractive and a model document.
He gives some extracts from our Report, and follows them

with comments :

—

" Kutirely correct. Masons should not be worried over the growth of

moilern secret institutions. They are well enough in their way, and will

d(juhtless be of service to those who seek that class of insurance. Tluy an.'

necessary ephemeral, because under the direction of mercenary inlcrols—

their life depending upon the integrity of accounting officers, and the dispo-

sition of members to consult their personal interests— rather then resting

upon that broad humanity upon which the lodge is founded. Afasons know
nothing of a ;r/«;v/ for charity. It is (piite true that uninformed l>rillircn

are of the impression that their C(jntributions to lodge invests them with a

(laiin to fmancial considerations in the event of indigency ; but if Masters,

Principals or Priors, would reherse the fundamental law upon this subject,

this false estimate of their relations to the fraternity would be soon dissi-

pated. We expresseil our views, and gave the law governing, in our report

of last vear.
* « * * •

" We do not assent to the projjosition that ' non-payment of dues should

not be ])unishab!e with the same severity as unmasonic conduct,' because,

oftentimes, arises cases of flagrant violations of law by those who treat the

lodge or chapter with undisguised injustice and contempt. We do not

bring to mind an olfence that is of more magnitude than a positive, une-

quivocal determination of the delincpient to ignore the body of w hich he is

a member, by refusing to recognize, in any way, its claims. Such a man

has not an element of Masonry in his composition, and should be cNpelled.

To meet the varied conditions of delinquents, we have long been of the

opinion that Grand Hodies should not have any iron rule upon the subject,

but should permit their constituents to exercise discretion in disciplinary

proceedings ; either to drop from the roll, suspend or expel. If a nieniher

is found obdurate anil meriting punishment for delinquency, his offence

should be classed with any other infraction of the moral law.

He is of the opinion ' that a member of a lodge who is suspended for

unmasonic conduct, or one who is stricken fromthe roll for non-payment of

dues, is not in good Masonic standing.' We suppose that a person may

have Masonic standing, if not by some considered 'good,' under the

unwritten law. Generalities will not settle such questions. What does

Companion Robertson mean? We know that a person suspended is

divested of his Masonic rights, and cannot have any rating as a Mason

during the life of the disability ; but if simply stricken from the roll of

membership, his status as a Mason, under the law, is unimpaired. He,

therefore, has ' Masonic standing.' He may not be c[uite fragran', but just

as fragrant as many that pay dues. The unwritten law to which we have

often alluded permits the exercise of personal judgment in determining who

are 'worthy.' If Brother A. applies to Brother Robertson for relief, //<'

(Companion R.) is to settle the question of the 'good' character of the

applicant. Is this not true? If, therefore, Brother A. is not found 'worthy
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of ihf attention of Brother K., he cannot be said by that brother to be in

'j;iK>il Masonic standinjj.' His rij^hts as a member oi a lodjje are unim-

paired, still he is luukr a cloud, ami is not enlilkd to courtesies that a

btttcr character would have commanded. IMease detine 'good Masonic
sianilinn.'"

As to the non-payment of dues, we believe that a mason who
is able to i)ay and will not i>ay should be punishetl strictly, but

wc would like to have a c:han(e to be merciful to our poorer

brethren who may find themselves not able to pay all their

dues, and yet have an instinctive delicacy against letting that

fact be known. Nothing can be harder to a sensitive mind to

t)car, than for one who has held uj) his head with the best

of us, to have to make the humiliating confession that he is too

poor to pay his dues. We want a chance lo help that brother

ifliossihle, and we do not want to be compelled to susjiend or

(.'Npel him just the same as if he were a murderer, thief or for-

;^cr, 'e believe that there is a wide distinction between a

crime and a failure to pay dues. True it is that the wilful fail-

ure to pay dues is a Masonic offence, and as such it should be
visited with punishment. The brothe who, being able, does not

and will not i)ay his dues should be suspended, that is, he
should not be allowed the same rights and privileges as a brother

who comijlies with the rules, until he does pay his arrears. We
do not expel for non-payment of dues. We reserve the highest

penalty known to our code and the greatest punishment we can
indict, expulsion, for the gravest offences.

.As to the term " Good Masonic Standing," we think that

Comp. (iurney has answered his own (juestion very satisfac-

torily. We are quite willing to accept his definition of good
standing. A mason who is under no disabilities as a ma.son is

in good standing.

Comp. (Iurney makes a distinction between one who is sus-

pended, and one who is stricken from the roll. This distinc-

tion is unknown to us. It may depend upon the local law of
Illinois, hut it can have no application where the difference is

not defined by some enactment.

Our idea of the two terms (in the absence of explanation,)
would be that suspension would be the lighter punishment of
the two. The word suspension implies something temporary
"1 Us nature—something that can be terminated, and as soon
as It IS terminated, the s/a^us in quo is immediately resumed.
The converse is the case with the other term. When a brother's
name is stricken from the roll, something must be done to
restore it. A positive act is necessary, and the original state is
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not ri'siinu'd so easily as in tin* case of a siiiiplo siisin-nsion.

Will ('oii)i). CiiiiiU'v kindly K'^'-' ""^ the (iiCrircnco l)fi\V(>i'M iIk-m'

two toinis and also iIk* dislim tion ?

(!oin|>. (lurncy hclicvcs that any ofticor should he allowed to

resign.

In his nolite of ( )uehe(', l.e says :

—

"I'll'' li>ri'(;iiiii^ roiics|iiiiii|iMi<' i> (^Immi lli;it our < 'niiipniiions ni.iv liavp

:ii) iiiiili-rst.iDiiiii^ (il iIk- pinlilcin, slimilil il hrcniiu' llii-ir duly in llic ftiior''

to rt'ilcratc tl'c iilt-rcpciU-tl tU'tcrtninatiuii in iiiiiinlaiii the iii(l('|u'ii(l'.'iii

siivcicij^iUy ol'

(

ir.iiitl ( 'lnpliT^. II il \s;i> a (acl tlial \'iiii>iia I liaint r m:i.>

ill I'xisicncf, il woiilil ii' i| liavo any l)rariM^i ii|iiiii l.lu' iinc-'lioii of the rij^lit ol

llic ('iraiiil Cliaptcr of (Jiu'lifc tu maiiiiaiii i:\;/nxii<i' Jiirisi/iiton over lln

Uoyal Trail u'if'iin its tfiiilorial Itnii/s. I, ike a |iriiniiiit'iil dii^nitary df

Diir CDiiiilry wlut roiild ncvrr lorm'l llial In- Jiiti/ uicjdcil llir li.iiuiinf

aiithnrily, so our hrclhri'ii of I'ln^laiid do iiol si'i'iii iiuliiu'd to r(>lii)(|ui>h lli<'

itlca that Ma>ons of di'ivmUMuii-.s of llu- r>rili>.li Crown siioiild ()ccu|iy llu'

sanif rflalion> lo lioinc anllioiiiy as <lo llu- jioliiical divisjnn-. of llic l'iii|iirr.

If wi' ari' not at faull in ini-niory, l-lii^laiid lias lu-vrr accordi-d iiiii|ii ilit'kil

rciM^nilioii (o any (Iranil I.oil^i-s, or (Irand I'liapti-rs of the I )uiniiiiiiii.

One word in I'oiu'liision. Willi all dm- n'sp.H't for tin- opinions of mit

hrrllirrn of llic ( Jiaiid ( 'liaplcr, and (Irand I.oilj^c o| (^)iir|icc, \so arc nf \\\v

di'iidi-d opitnon lliat ihc latk-r, in |)i'rniilliiiy lodj;i's and I'liaptiTi cif th
•

nioiluT roiintry to i>xist in di'liancc of lu-r aiitliority, and at the saim' liim

pcnniiiiii}; tlnir ini^nh-Ts fraternal intfrcoiirsc vs itli tlu' MasoiiN of lirr jiiri-

tiii'iion, is not only nndii^nilicd, lait an admission of wcaUiuss, hotli liuiinl-

iatinj; and uniiivessary. TIr" Oraiid ISodios of ilu- entire ( untiiR'iit will

sustain our hretlnen of (^^uehei* in an untiualilied assertion nl their tirritnrial,

jurisdii-lorial ittdcf'niiii'nt sorwrn^nfy. Maintain your jusi ri^;lits at ail

AiKtir./s, if yon an' to preserve si-lf respeet."

M. K. Coinp. William L. Oit, (Alton,) (]. H. P.

R. ]']. C'oinp. (;. W. liarnaid, )C:hirai;o,) (]. S.

INDIANA.

The ^Sth Convocation was hold at Indianapolis, Oct, i;,

188;,.

M. 1-:. Coinp. Alheit P. Charles, (i. H. P., refiiseil :i iniml)Li-

of a])i)lieations t'or special dispensations antl made no decisions

worthy of report.

With two exceptions, all the subordinates are in a honltliy

condition.

The annual dues of subordinate Cha|)ters to the (>r.nnl

Chapter were reduced to 25 cents per member, and a Commit-

tee was appointed to invest the surplus funds of the Granu

Chapter.

The following reports of the Comniirtee on Jurisprudence

were adopted :

—

" Tlie Committee on Jurisprudence, to which was referred the proposed

amendment of Rule 74 of the Rules and Regulations of the Grand Chapter
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Mj aN III i('i|iiit> one ( Ic.ii liiillnl li cli el to nil tlic <l( |;t'ci". in (lie ( 'li;i|ilcr

having 'Inly i'i<i. . v .d tin- saiiir mivv r< port itic proposiiioii l>a(k,:iii(l

tiioiiiiiitinl \\^ adit, lion."

" Tlif ('umiiiilti'c 'III |iiris|iriiilfii(f, lo wliiili w.is rffi-rrfil llic |)iii|iiisi-

limi (iiaiiicii'l Riili- 141 so a^ lo nail as liillnvv., tu-wit :

Ktilt' l\\. A ('(iMi|i.iiii(iii wlm, (or any iaiisc, may have lacii siis|M'iiilr(l

iir t\|ii'lli'tl liy ii I.oili^i' ol Master Masons, and Milisci|u«.ntly rrslort-il liy llic

I,ikI(;i', i~. ilitT'liy nslnnd to ^;ood slani'inv; in lii^ ('lia|itcr, and llii' Sccrr-

iary>«li.ill so note l!if laci on tlu' rtTords

lliiviii^ considiTcd till- anirndnicnt as iiroposcd, now ri |iort ilu -..ini'-

liaik ar.il ri'CoiniiK'iid its ado|iiioii."

" Aiuriid KiiK' 75 liy slriUin^', onl the la-.! i laiisi- in Uulc 75, .n\ I iiiMTtiiij;

Sa'ii (ilijtiMion shall lie in lone until wilhdravMi m ihc olijrctor riasts to

In' a nil nilirr o( said ( liajilfr

III a('( ordancc wiih tlu- luovisioiis ol" their law, tlir ic|)()it on
(iiiiis|i(iiulcM((.' is |)rc|)iirc'(l hy llif (iraiiil Hii^li I'ricst. W'c

make till' t'ollowinj; cxliacts : -

"This dffisioii, luidrr the (.'alirornia inctlMid of dealing; willi noti-afiiliatcs

is forrci'l ; Iml from oiir stanil|ioini, it sicm-; tons to Ik- wroii^;. Wi- .-.ii|i-

[)(iM' no word Wf can speak vsiJl add to the weight ol onr side of the {-on

irAtTsy wliieli lias lieeii vva^ed so liercely over the ( alilornia way of di aiiiii^

wilii the iiiiestion. A lirothcr (limit- fruin his hod^e, hr faiU to alliliau

wi'h aiiiilher, either because he does not try, or ln'caiise, upon trial, he i-,

rtfiMil aijiiiission to memlnTdiip ; soon his diniil " runs out " and then lie

lnvoiiKs a noii-aniliate. I'mler the ('alilornia ndi- hi' is then suspi ndcd
'coiistiliili'iiially,' and t'/<.sy laclo lu' lu'comes siispeiidid in Ids ("hapiir, 110

mailer 111 i\v worthy, no matter how deserving, no matter iiov\ valuahle a

iiKinlHr he may he, no matter if the fault lie not at his door, yet n|i lu

^x's wi'.lioul any trial or deleiiee, no opportunity to show his hianielessness

Df 1! • injury that a Ioil^;e has intlieled upon him. We are speaking: nOw
lr..m 'in decision ; it is liroad and sweeping', with no ixception>. \\ r can
imt .,e any of the fairness an<l justice which should characterize Masonry,
(.ithiT in such a broad, sweeping,' rule of the ( Jrand Lodye, or of the Chapter
wliicli fiilliiws it. If noii-ahiliation in a Lod^e (svhethei the fault of the

Uolher nr of the Lod^e) is suspension ipse facto in a Chapter, then we
lliink with ecjual propriety, sjiouhl tlu- loss of a Kj^ or an arm or any other
ili>aliiiily uhich renders him physically unable to literally comply with the

rajuirenunls of Capitular MuMiiiry, suspend a (Companion. [I he is to be
h'liMal with his own petard in one case, let him be hoisted in the other
.ilso. lie has no right or business to become a non-affiliate, even if the
kml^o won't receive him that must, somehow, be his fault ; and so he has
11" rij;hl or business to become a cripjile after receiving the decrees ; that
nuht he his fault— let him, at his peril, , e hale and have his limbs as a man
'Higlu. We do not believe non-athliation in a Lodge should work suspen-
Moii in llie Cha Iter. To us it seems neither . right nor ju.-^t ; but svhatever
cur opinions may be, we are aware that they will not affect our ("alifornia,

^'a-^on Nebraska and Missouri Companions, or those of other jurisdictions
^vtiich are joined to their new idols on the non-affiliate question as perhaps
«c are joined to ours."

" The tlrand High Priest declined to grant dispensations to ballot for
andidates "out of time." In this the Grand High I'riest did right. We
iiil to see what power a CJrand High Priest has to set aside a By-Law either
of the Grand Chapter or of Subordinate Chapters, when constitutional.

!'
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And when a Chapter By-Law c'early prescribes, as is its undoubted right,

the time when ballots shall be spread for candidates, we can not see what
inherent rights a Grand High Priest or Grand High any body else has to

set them aside. We believe in Gran J Officers exercising their rights, and
sometimes think they fail to exercise {hem sharply enough towards derehct

Chapters. The rights of Grand High Priests are derived from the Consti-

Mition, and hcvond that they can not go, more than can the High Priest of

a Subordinate Chapter ; and we have never noticed power delegated to a

Grand High Priest to set aside constitutional Rules and Regulations. Even
if Grand High Priests had this power, we believe the last place in the

world they should use it would be in hastening the passage of candidates

through the 'degrees. As was well said by the Grand High Priest d*" '.i-

kansas, he believed his Grand Chapter made a mistake when it ahroj^ated

the rule requiring a candidate to pass an examination upon his proficienc)

before advancement. Dispensations to hasten progress of applicants, if

based upon the proficiency of the candidate, wouKl not be objectionable if

within the scope of a Grand Officer's powers. But when was ever an appli-

cation to cyclone a candidate through the degrees bottomed upon his exi)ert-

ness in the exoteric or esoteric ritual ? We venture to say that no chie

officer of any department of Masonry can call to minil one such case. We
do not l;elieve in caiinon-ball speed, and do believe much of the hiktwarm-

ness, lack of interest and non-aftiliation with which our officers burden their

reports and addresses, flows from haste in advancement and lack of tliorouf:;h

work in accpiiring that knowledge every candidate is supposed to [jossess

before he takes the succeeding step.

He granted one dispensation for a new Chapter. His conservative

action in this matter is deserving of imitation, lie refused to issue the

warrant until satisfied that the new Chapter had three Lodi^es clearly in its

jurisdiction, and left each of the Chapters affected by his action the sanu;

number.

He decided a re-elected High Prieit should be re-installed. That an

appointed officer can not (limit during the period for which he was installed.

The theory that membership is voluntary on the part of members seems to

be exploded by this decision. Suppose an officer, after serving half his

term, moves without the jurisdiction, severing all his business and social

interests therein, is it lulvisable to keep him hung on the Chapter hy the

eyelids because he is an olficer, and for no other reason in the world ? Is

it not better for hiin, and foi' the Craft in his new residence, to permit him

to affiliate in his new home ? In this juristlici-ion we allow officers to dimit

and resign, and have seen no evil effects result therefrom ; indeed, we have

found it to be advantageous in practice. Copijianion Woodbury based his

decision upon the argument that ' the officers liad sworn to perform certain

duties for a sp'^cifi^a length of time.' Would not the same reasoning pre-

vent an installed officer from being absent at a single meeting, and prevent

him from moving out of the jurisdiction, unless he still kept within a cahle

tow-length of the Chapter o*" which he was an officer? No matter what

business, social, or family interests might imper.itively demand his making

his domicil elsewhere, yet the terrible incubus of his installation covenant

must hold hnn so near his Chapter that he can each meeting discharge the

duties devob'ing upon him. Would he be permitted to die after having

sworn to serve a specifieil time ? We are all searching for means to reduce

the 'great army of ncn affiliates.' We respectfully suggest, if it is so effi-

cacious with office-.s, that there be administered to them the installation

covenant.
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He decided that fees could not be voted back to a newly made Com-
panion. To speak as do the profane, he decided, in rther words, that the

evil one should not be whipped around the stump. We believe in that

doctrine loo."

M. E. Comp. Roljert VanValzah, (Terre Haute) G.H.P.

R. E. Comp. John M. Bramwell, (Indianapolis) G. S.

IOWA.

The 30th Convocation was held at Dubuque, October i6th,

1883.

M. E. Comp. Augustus C. Sherwood, G H. P.

There were 83 Chapters represented out of 95—a very good
attendance.

The death of their Grand Secretary, Comp. W. B. Langridge,

is thus mentioned :

—

" Amidst the busy scenes of life, whether of pleasure, o: in the perform-

ance of the sterner duties ()f private or public affairs, thti insatiate archer

continues his ceaseless round, and removes from our ranks, one by one,

until we ask ourselves, " Who next?" While the past yi'ar has not been
numerically great in the list of mortality, yet one has fallen, who, for a

Huarler of a century, has been a pillar of wisdom anci strength to our

beloved Order, and his removal by death has made our Temple to trsmble ;

the shock has been felt by all.

On the 4th day of August last, the unwelcome message came to us,

'Langridge is dead.' How inexpressibly sad were those few words to us,

ami how were we reminded that many, many hearts would beat with ours
a sa 1 requiem, for his untimely taking off, and it would be whispered from
lip '0 lip, ' Langridge is dead.'

Who, I ask, is there, in the rcnks of the whole fraternity of this great

jurisdiction, whose removal from among us would create so great a void,

would be as severely felt by his associates and companions, so deeply
lamented ? You say, ' No one.' So say we all.

This eminent and beloved companion was a splendid exemplification of a
man. As it has been written, so would we repeat, ' His life was gentle ;

and the elements so mixed in him, that nature might stand up and say to
all the world, This is a man'''

His many successive years of service as Grand Secretary, his patient toil,

his obliging disposition, his kindness of heart, his courteous manner,
endeared him to the craft wherever known. His friends were—all who
knew him ; his enemies, none. His gifted pen leaves the annals of the
Order glistening with brilliant effusions emanated from his fertile brain.
lint, alas ! his hand is palsied by death, his t' ngue is dumb, that brain has
lound eternal rest.

'His death was untimely, and his brethren mourn.'
"

Six new Chapters were formed, and the following decisions
given :—

Query ist. Has a Chapter authority to waive jurisdiction to permit a
"tolher to take the R. A. degrees of a Chapter in another state ?

Answer. Only in this : The subordinate may waive jurisdiction over
the hrother, whicii extends only so far as to leave it in the hands of the
'4
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—

which, we suppose, means an association with other orders attending the

same funeral, but as separate organizations—certainly must be harmless.

In one sense, at all Masonic funerals there is a ' mixing' with all others

who may attend, and yet no one can think for a moment that anything

unmasonic is occurring. Indeed, there is not; and that others, in an

organized or unorganized capacity, should attend, it seems to us does not

interfere with or affect in tne least a Lodge, Chapter, or Commandery.

M. E. Comp. Clark Varnum (Malcom), G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. John C. Parish (Des Moines), G. S.

KANSAS.

The 19th Convocation was held at Lawrence, February 19th,

1884.

M. E. Comp. Henry M. Waters, G. H. P.

In the address of the Grand High Priest we find that the

reports from the Chapters show that Capitular Masonry is in a

fairly prosperous condition throughout the jurisdiction. He
issued dispensations for three new Chapters, and a large num-
ber of special dispensations.

A new constitution was considered and adopted.

The .-ium of $200 was voted to the Companions in the Ohio
valley, whose homes had been desolated by flood.

New By-Laws were adopted, and a committee was appointed
to compile the standing regulations and decisions, and to pre-

pare an installation ceremony, all to be published in the pro-

ceedings.

The Grand Secretary reports on correspondence, and gives

our proceedings of 1883 a good notice. In answer to one of

our remarks, he says :
—

" He notices it as a ' curious circumstance ' that, in the report of our
Committee on ('hapters U. D.,it is said that the JSecrejary should not put
on record the character of the report of the committee on the application of
a camlidate for the degrees or a companion for membership, and inquires
' why not ?

'

Answer. Our committee; are only required to gather facts for the infor-

mation of their respective Chapters and report the same, leaving the Chap-
ters to determine whether the facts are such as to warrant the election of
candidates or not. In other words, our committees have no judicial duties
to perform, such being left to the Chapters as a whole."

Comp. Brown is sound on the vexed question of suspension
tor non-paymc;nt of dues and also on the question of the validity
of objections to the advancement of a can>;'date after a clear
Mllot. In the main, his views are ours.

In his notice of Kentucky, we find the following excellent
remarks :—

'True, every word, and a huge pity it is that the admission must be

m
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and keeps it fresh in the memory, shir the work, get it confused, and often

become embarrassed, when the effort is made to advance and exalt a candi-

date at the same meeting. I ventured the assertion that few country

Chapters can work without seeking aid from some companion distinguished

in his particular locality for his knowledge and .ability. Subordinate

Chapters will not display that usefulness they were intended to promote, so

Ion;; as this condition of things exists.

I hope you will realize this, companions, and redouble your efforts to

bring your Chapters up to a higher standard of excellence in this respect,

that your members may exhibit in their daily walk and conversation the

result of your labors. Will you not arouse yourselves ''rom this * dumb for-

getfulness ' that is creeping over you, shake off this lethargy, and resolve for

the future to ' quit you like men,' May I put the question to you in al)

seriousness, what are you accomplishing for yourselves or for your fellows ?

Rather than keep up this feeble show of organization, you had best disband,

and seek some other mode of making men ' wiser, better, and consequently

happier.'

You will thereby regain your own self-respect, and command more dignity

before the world, than by parading in the vestments of a Royal Priesthood,

make a pretence of keeping alive fires upon altars whose sacrifice has long
ago been consumed, and naught remains but the ashes, and the faint odor
of an incense, which once ascended on high, leaving behind it an atmos-
phere of sanctity in which vou stalk about like ghosts in the misty moon
liljht of the ' witching hour,' to make the practical world inquire,

' Why thy canoniz'd bones, hearsed in death
Have burst their cerements.'

Permit me also to urge you to resume a practice that has grown almost
into entire disuse. I refer to the keeping in each Chapter of a Book of
Marks. This beautiful custom has become almo.st obsolete, and the ritual

in that respect meaningless. The keeping of such a record is really an im-
perative duty, and if strictly observed, the Book of Marks will prove not
only a pleasing memento, but its practical usefulness demonstrated in many
ways."

On the Council degrees, he says :

—

" h is too late now to discuss either the principle or policy of this assump-
tion of jurisdiction by this Grand Chapter and its subsequent relinquishment.

I rnay be permitted however, to say, that this Grand Chapter did not
solicit the exercise of these rights, or seek to coerce her saucy offspring of
somewhat doubtful paternity ; and while I am not ' a prophet or the son of
a prophet,' I lift the vail of a not distant future, and say to the wanderers,
come ye disconsolate where'r ye languish,' come to the bosom of your old

"lother, and find shelter in her arms, feeble and attenuated though they
niay lie. The paps which ye have sucked contain still the only milk to
nourish and sustain you."

His decisions were as follows :

—

'• The High Priest has the power to summons members of his Chap-
ter to attend a special meeting.

2. A Chapter has the right to reduce the fees of the guard to take effect
(lurmg the term of the then incumbent.

.i.^'^,
'''**'"! quorum at the annual election of officers is nine members of

'he Chapter.

4- An officer of a Chapter cannot dimit during his term of oflSce.

The Secretary has no power to grant a dimit, even if the member ' is

m
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clear of the hooks.' Applicition must he made to the Chapter at a rcgubr
meeting."

We also quote the rollf)win{j;, and are glad to have the

opportunity of giving it further publicity :

—

" The earnest efforts made by the directors of the Widows' and Orphaii>'

Home to (pialify the childrtm for useful ami hon<)ral)le occupations, havi-

been further manifested l)y the estal)lishment o' a printing office in the

Home, in which both girls and iioys are employed, and taught the 'art pre-

servative of all arts.' From this office is issued semi-monthly a papur calk.l
* The Masonic lIomL- Journal.' All the work on this paper is done by the

inmates of the Home, as a means first of teaching them, and sccomi, to

contribute something to their own support. The price of the paper is one

dollar a year, so small every member of the frar rnity in the State may l)t

come a subscriber without deprivation. He wcuikl thereby not only assist

in a good work, ami himself be informed as to the current events of interest

in the mnsonic world, but furnish his family chaste and instructive liieraiiin'.

I ask that you will urge its claims upon the brethren in your rcspLctivf

ocalilies."

The Committee on Jurisprudence fully concur with the

Grand High Priest in the necessity of examining candidates

before advancement. They recommend every Chapter to pass

a By-law providing that one month at least should elapse

between each degree and that every candidate should j)a.ss an

examination satisfactory to the Chapter before being allowed

to receive another degree. On the second and fourth decisions

they have the following remarks ; the first and third decisions

were also approved :
—

" 2d. A Chapter has the right to reduce the fees of the Guard to take

effect during the term of the then incumbent.
The committee are of opinion that the Chapter cannot make such a change

to take effect during the term of the then incumbent. Such action might

be taken to go into effect after the expiration of the then existing term.

"4th. An officer of a Chapter cannot dimit during his term of otfice.

The Secretary has no power to grant a dimit, even if the member is ' clear

of the books.' application must be made to ihe Chapter at a regular meeting.

Hy article 8 section 21, of the Constitution of this Grand Body, it -s pro-

vided, that ' the officers (of a Chapter) when elected must be installed *

and when thus installed shall hold their offices until their successors shall

have been duly elected and installed.' This we believe is decisive th.it

no officer of a Chapter can dimit during his term of office.

By section 21 of the Rules adopted by this body for the government ot

Subordinate Chapters, it is provided, that a member ' may at all times for

reasons satisfactory to himself, upon application tc the 67/«//'6V- antl payment

of all dues, withdraw his members-hip.'

This we believe requires application to be made formally to the Chapter

and its assent given before the dimit can be issued by the Secretary.

We therefore approve this decision of the Grand High Priest."

Com p. Hiram Basset reports on correspondence and notices

Canada for 1883.

M. E. Comp. R. M. Fairleigh, (Hopkinsville) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. J, H. Branham, (Louisville) G. S. '-
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LOUISIANA.

The 57th Convocation was held at New Orleans, February

14th, 18.S4.

M. K. Clomp. James L. Lcbdell, (;. H. P.

He ic])orts the utmost good feeling and cordiality prevailing

amon^,' the Chapters and also that for the first time in many
vears, the finances of the Grand Chapter are in a sound and
healthy condition.

The most important part of the business transacted ai)pears

in the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was

adopted as fol ows :

—

"Your Committee on Masonic Law and Jurisprudence respectfully

report that they have examined the portions of the address of the M. K.

(iraiid High Priest referred to them, covering his various decisions and
acts, and take pleasure in stating; that they find them in accordance with

masonic law and usage.

Your Committee have also had under consideration the resolution

prcsLiited yesterday by Comp. Pinckard, declaring "that the publication

in the newspapers of the prt)ceedings of the masonic bodies of this

jurisdiction, are contrary to masonic usage and deserving of the severest

(.orulcmnation.

"

We fail to understand what is sought to be reached by this resolution.

For very many years it has been the custom for masonic bodies, particularly

ijraiui masonic bodies is this country, to [)ublish such part of their

proceedings as are proper to be written, and in sucli shape as by no means
U) prevent their reaching the eyes of the profane, but rather that they
should he spread before the world. It has also long been usual in this

country to announce important actions taken by masonic bodies, by
telejjraph, throughout the length and breadth of the land, in every
newspaper accessible to the wires. The general proceedings i>f all the

i;ran(l masonic bodies of this Slate have long been published in the

newspapers of this city and state, as matters of public interest, and the
doings of the national grand ma onic bodies have always been regarded as

items of news, and telegraphed to and published in the newspapers
everywhere, and we cannot but regard such publication as not only proper
hut useful

; seeing the utter impossibility of every mason interested being
present at our councils. Those that are absent are entitled to know what
is going on, without having to wait for the publication of the proceedings,
and we cannot see what harm can arise from the newspapers anticipating
that publication.

We, of course, admit that it might be possible for some thoughtless,
rareless, or mischevious per.son to publish something that ought not to be
wtitten about our proceedings, but it is not likely or probable that such a
case will ever arise. Nothing of the kind is suggested as having already
happened, and if it should occur, it could easily be treated as it deserved,
and even then would not give rise to the adoption of so sweeping and
comprehensive a proposition as contemplated by the resolution under
discussion. We advise the rejection of the resolution.

There is no report on correspondence.
M. E. Comp. Alfred Shaw, (New Orleans) G. H. P.
R. E. Comp.

J. C. Batchelor, (New Orleans) G. S.
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deprive ihein of the rank afterwards. But the idea that an officer cannot

resign, we believe (as that is the only reason we have ever known to be

jjiveii). i^rew out of the modern fashion of //Avrt/ construction, which makes
the otiicial oblij^ation mean that the one taking; it wiil scn>c the whole term

for wliiih hi: is elected ! If he dies, he violates his ohlitjalion I However,
usijjo so generally sanctioned the idea that an olficer cannot resign, that in

Maine we amended our Constitution and inserted a pro/ision that any
officer below a Junior Warden might resign."

Also under " Oregon ":

—

" This idea of a Grand Hody is precisely the reverse of the one that has

universally prevailed, so far as we have any knowledge. A Legislature

cxisl> for a definite term fixed by law The one which follows is nnentirelj'

distiiht hotly. There are stttress/ve Legislatures. Ikit the Grand Lodge
lias a lonlitttiotis existence, a 1 holds different sessions. It is true that its

nuMiilK'rship is constantly changing, because, no matter when Lodge officers

arc tlcctid ami installed, the moment they are installed, the Master (and in

must jurisdictions, the Wardens also) becomes a member of the Grand
/,fl(/;v, not of a Jd'j.f/o;/ of the Grand Lodge. We have the fiftieth /.ei^isla-

lure, Init not the fiftieth Grand Lodi::e, although we do have the fiftieth ses-

sion ol THE (jrand Lodge.

The (irand Lodge at one session docs\\'\\^ the power to correct the record

of a former session, as made up by the Grand Secretary: and that power
MS often been exercised. The Legislature has no such power over the

journal of a former Legislature ; but does have that power over a former
session of the same Legislature. In Grand Lodges, the minutes are read
before the close of the communication, l)ut the record is not read for it has
not ln;en made. Undoubtedly, the custom of reading the record at the

next session, arose before the custom of printing the record ; and if the

record has not been printed, it ought to be read and confirmed. This cus-

loin is so old, that its recogniiion is entirely proper, even when the record
has ken printed. And, whether printed or not, the custom requires the

approval l)y the Grand Lodge, of the record as made up by the Grand
Secretary.

"

"This would seem to refer to objection before ballot. We are not aware
thai any such thing is allowed. Hut if, after ballot and before a de-
gree is conferred, an objection is made, it is equivalent to a rejection by
ballot. How new this rule is, we do not know : it existed as old law when
we became a mason. It would follow that in those jurisdictions in which
^^Xit\'i, \ ballotfor each degree, the same right of objection exists, with the
same consequences.

But we hold that one ballot should give all the degrees : if the candidate
has taken one of the degrees voted, he should then be beyond rejection by
^ single voice : the objection should be submitted to the Chapter, and, un-
less that body determines it to be sufficient, be overruled. But we do not
agree with Comp. Patton, that the advancement of a candidate should be
refused only fur causes for which he might be suspended or expelled. We
have many masons who could never gain admission if they were obliged to
h« candidates again, but who could not be suspended or expelled. If, after
a candidate receives the Mark degree, it is discovered and proved to the
v-hapter that he is such a man as ought not to have been admitted, we
would stop his advancement, even if there are not sufficient grounds for ex-
pelling him."
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With regard to the situation in Quebec, Conip. Drummond
has no hesitation in condemning the action of the (Irand M.irk

Lodge of England :

—

" Wc have no words to express our surprise and griof at this action of 'fu

Grand Mark Lodj^e of England. It is but a few years since tlwit thi^

Grand Body was ahnost unknown in the masonic world. The M;trk

degree is no pari of the Chapter system in Kiigland, and, in coiisifjueiici,

the bodies conferring tiiat <legree were regarded with an indinVreiicf ahiujM

amounting to contempt. It had much the same position in lin^hiiid that

the (/uasi masonic bodies outside of the York and Scottisli Kites have in

this country. Under these circumstances, it applied for recognition hy the

General Grand Chapter and Grand Chapters in this country. Inve^tit,Mliim

showed that it had control of the Mark degree, and had been regularly

organized. As the Mark degree was a part of our system, ii was

recognized by the General (irand Chapter, b'lt only against most eariusi

opposition. The recognitions in this country gave it a standing at lionir

and abroad, and its growth has been very great. And now those of us

who labored so earnestly to secure its recognition have the intense

mortification to find that the predictions of our o])ponents, wliicli we llicn

scouted at, have proved true. Utterly disregarding the American law of

exclusive jurisdiction, she has planted subordinates in the jurisdiction ol

one of our American Grand Chapters, and disturbed the peace of tho

masonic world. We are informed by a Vernuinl Comnanion, and believe

it to be true, that the malcontents have gone to that degree of unmasonic

conduct, that they have carried masonic matters into the civil courts hy an

action at law against the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of (^)ueliL'c.

Of course our Grand Chapter and the General Grand Chapter will

sustain the Grand Chapter of Quebec. This blow at the integrity ol our

system comes from an unexpected quarter—from the body which we had

supposed was so strongly attached to our Grand Chapters that it would

avoid giving oflence or interfering in our matters, even at the expense of

considerable sacrifice. It was, we supposed, the special ally of our system

in England. It has reason to be so. But we will not pursue the subject

further ; we have already erased much of what we had written, for fear that

it was written more in anger than in sorrow ; but the fact is, our feelings

are more of surprise and mortification."

The latest statistics of this branch of the Craft are embodied

in the following table :

—
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('()m|). Drummond offered the following, which was adopted

as a standing regulation :
—

" A'eso/vtui, That ni» KDynl Arch Mason shall sell, «)flrfr for sale, Imy or

;ii(| in circiiiiUin^ any printed document «ir cipher, as a ritual of Royal Arch
M,i»)iiry. Any one so uliendiuf; shall ho liahlc to discipline, and may he

f\\w\\vi\.

All ki>y;vl Arch Masons are ktrictly enjoined tohrinj" to the notice of their

Cliaplcr all violations of this regulation which may conic to their knowled|je,

for the action of such Chapter.'

M. K. Comp. Frank K. Blce|)er, (Sabatis) (',. H. \\

R. K. Conip. Ira Herry, (Portland) (i. S.

MARYLAND.

The 86th Convocation was held at Haltiniore, Noveml)er

i3tk 1883.

M. K. Comp. C. V. S. Levy, G. H. P., is one of those who
hclicvc that the dispensing power should not be used too

freely, and also that : -

"That high prerojjative is vested in the drand High Priest to he used
only in cases of genuine emergency, to prevent some real hardship or to

achiove some decided good, and then only in the interest of the Order, and
and in such case it should he granted without money and without price.

I <l() not believe that a (Irand Chapter should authoriz.e ihspensations to

act hastily upon applications for a monetary consideration, nor should any
dispensation he granted as a marketahle commodity or a purchasable favor
It) an individual or Chapter.

It has been customary in this jurisdiction for the Grand High Priest

in issuing a dispensation to attach the seal of the Grand Chapter and have
tile same attested by the Grand Secretary. This is not necessary, oftimes
inconvenient, and not strictly proper, as the dispensation is the act of the
Grand High Priest as such and not the act of the (irand Cha|)ter. I

therefore suggest that a seal be procured to be known as the Grand High
Priest's official seal, to be used by him in lieu of the Grand Chapter seal as
now used.

(This seal should contain the words "Grand High Priest, Maryland,"
and I herewith exhibit specimens of the kind used in other jurisdictions.)"

By a standing resolution, the commissions of all their Grand
Representatives expired at the time of the last convocation of
the General Grand Chapter. It therefore became his duty to

appoint anew, which he did, the new commissions to last for

three years. R. E. Comp. J. G. Burns still remains as their

Grand Representative here.

We cordially endorse the following remarks :

—

" My attention was called by St. John's Chapter, No. 19, to certain
publications in the newspapers. I took such action in the matter as

Itemed to me proper, and there are now no complaints upon that subject.
The prosperity of Masonry does not require that it should be " written up,"
"or need she advertise for proposals. Those who would advance in
her mysteries and be exalted to her sublime degrees should enter her mystic

il
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portals unsought and voluntarily bow at her holy altar and worship at her

sacred shrine. Such only make Companions good and true, bright and

steadfast. Masonry only wants men who will be true to the tenets of the

order, men, who desiring to lead pure lives themselves, from unselfish

ir!>ytives, are willing to unite with pure minded men in an organization that

scclva, to make mankind wiser, happier and better ; men who will cultivate

friendshTp as a virtue and a pleasure, and who, under all circumstances,

in adversity as well as in prosperity, in poverty as well as in

affluence, in sicknes as well as in health, in affliction as well as in joy, will

l)e true friends to those who are themselves true and worthy."

Comp. Levy thinks that the position assumed by the (Irand

Mark Lodge of England in Quebec is wholly untenable and

impossible to justify.

The 1 2 Chapters in Maryland are all working and peace

prevails. The Grand Lecturer visited all save one.

Comp. E. T. Schultz again reports on correspondence and

gives us a good notice. In his review of Maine we find the

following :

—

" He granted a dispensation to a Chapter to join with a G. A. R, Post

in the observance of 'Memorial Day.' He first wrote a letter declining

the request, but subsequently wrote another granting the request. First

impressions are gcucirally the best ; in this case we think they were

eminently so. We think the Grand High Priest committed a grave error.

He excuses himself by saying. ' the Grand Lodge, at its last annual

meeting, partly opened the door by granting a similar request.'
"

In the same review he gives some further historical facts :—

" If any further evidence was needed than we gave last year, the

preamble above quoted would settle the matter beyonrJ a reasonable doubt

that a Grand Chapter had existed previous to the year l8o6, and the other

evidence fixes the year 1797 as the date of its formation.

It is certain that the Chapters of this jurisdiction were never ' under the

government of the (irand Lodge.' Tho written records of the (Jrand

Lodge from the first Con^'ention held at Talbot Court House in 1783 are

complete, and there is not a word in them to show that the Chapters were

in any way whatever connected with the Grand Lodge. The Chapters, it

is true, were held under the sanction of the Subordinate Lodges, as were

all Chapters in those days, and were known by the name of the particular

lodge to which ihey were attached.

The Grand Chapter organized in 1797, re-organized in 1807, and

revived in 1814, was formed as all Grand Chapters are now formed, by the

representatives of Subordinate Chapters in convention assembled, and was

as regularly and legally formed as any Grand Chapter of that day or since.

That it was a "Sovereign Grand Chapter" is fully proven by the fact

that it granted dispensations to Chapters in 1797, and " acknowledged and

confirmed ' them in 1807.

Companion Drummond says :
' The General Grand ChanttT was the

fir.«!t independent Grand Chapter that existed.' This body (the General

Grand Chapter) was formed January 25th, 1798. The Grand Chapter of

Maryland was formed, as we have seen, seven months previously ;
we have

also seen that it exercised ' sovereign ' powers ' independetit ' of anv other
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authority. We trust that Companion Drummond is '.lOW convinced that a

(.'.rami Chapter did exist in Maryland in 1797 and 1806."

M. E. Comp. George W. Sheive, (Baltimore) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. George L. McCahan, (Baltimore) G. S.

MASSACHUSETTS.

The 83rd Convocation was held at Boston, Dec. 11, 1883.

The first day was spent in the exemplification of the work in

all the degrees. The General Grand High Priest, M. E. Comp.
Alfred F. Chapman, was present and received all the honors

due to his exalted position.

The following report and resolution of i special committee

were unanimously adopted :

—

" Voiii Committee to whom was referred the proclamation of the Grand
Chapter of Quebec, declarinfj all Masonic intercourse to be suspendtd be-

tween it and the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and
WalcH, respectfully report that we have carefully examined the edict of non-

intercourse, together with the correspondence, which has been placed in

our hands, relating to the subject. And as the facts in the case are clearly

and C( rrectly slated in the proclamation issued by the tirand Z., M. E.

H. L. Robinson, we recommend the adoption of the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England
Wales, etc., in granting warrants to form Lodges of Mark Master Masons
at Montreal, within the jurisdiction of the Gran ' Chapter of Quebec, which
has already resulted in the formation of two Lodges and a Provincial Grand
L()dt;e within the territory of said Grand Chapter, and that, too, after the

Grand Lodge of England and Wales had unconditionally and fraternally

recognized the Grand Chapter of Quebec, is justly chargeable with a breach
of Masonic comity, and with violating the well-established k.w and usage of

American Freemasonry relating to jurisdictional righcs. We therefore

earnestly and fraternally entreat our brothers of England and Wales to take
immediate measures to remove existing causes for complaint and discord,

and thus promote harmony among the members of our beloved Fraternity
in Canada."

The address of the Grand High Priest, Comp. Albert C.
Smith, bears marks of great ability. The extracts we have
imade will be found both interesting and instructive and are
well worthy of attention :

—

"The year which now lies behind us has been one of prosperity and ad-
vancement. In a State numbering some seventy Subordinate Bodies, we
cannot expect to find that each and all have been constantly adding to their
numbers, while we must anticipate that questions will occasianally arise
calling for no little diplomatic tact and wisdom on the part of the Grand
Officers. The District Deputy Grand High Priests, whose report accom
pany my own, during their annual official visitations have found most of the
Chapters in the enjoyment of peace and prosperity ; and the causes which
have retarded the progress of others will be noted hereafter." * *
" In my visits 'o the diflferent Chapters strewn through the Common-

*eakh, 1 ha/e beei more and more impressed by the noble and beneficent
chaiacteriytics of Caoitular Masonry. And in a corresponding degree it has

•»
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been iinpkcssed upon my mind lliat our standard of memljcrship should hi-

more exalted.

I liave wished from my heart tliat our Chapters mij^ht he in soul and
spirit, in fact and in deed, all that they profess in the Ritual. It is a

species of mockery to .uij> a thin^, and then not </(? it. In the preat body of

Capitular Masonry there sometimes appears to he no little hollow forinalitv,

a taint of hypocrisy. I do not niean that we loudly profess one tiling wliilc

we willingly practice another. Our members do not proclaim virtues in

which they have no part. Hut, my Companions we are all human. Op-
portunities for improvement are around us on every hand. Only let us set'

to it that we live s(piarely up to the doctrine which as Masons we jirofess,

then we shall have reached a plane of social and moral life as pure and as

jjood as it is to he expected in this world. Let us raise the standard of our

nu inhership still hijjher Let us make our Chapters most excellent in fact

no less than in name. Let us so conduct our Convocations that llu- call fo

attend them shall he to the members a note of joy. And wlu-n we have

assembled, let us so .act our p.arts that we can close the labors of the iiij^'lil

and depart for our homes with the feelinjr that we have been made belter

men ami truer Masons by the hapjiy hours we have spent toj^ether.

Quality and not quantity is the standard which should rule in llie selec-

tion of new members. No strong, healthy, harmonious Chapter can other-

wise exist. Let your accepted candidates be only men .)f sterling' worth.

Ask of a man, ' Is he good and true ?' ' Will he Keep the faith ?' 'Is he

strong in his manhood ?
' 'Is his heart right ? ' If he is uncorrupt at heart

uncompromising in integrity, by nature faithful, little more need be asked.

Hut he sure that he is all this. Remember that an assembly small in num-

bers, but knit together by the bonds of love and good will and an unfalter-

ing trust in one another, is of far greater worth than a body swollen with

numbers, but lacking the great vital principle of truth and sincerity.

Allow me to call your attention to the important subject of attendance

upon the regular meetings of the Suboalinate Chapters. There are

Chapters in this jurisdiction showing a large membershiii on tlie roils

wdiich are nevertheless weak in those who regularly attend the tneetings

and share in the work. This should not be, and when it is the case there

is fault somewhere ; and perhaps investigation would show that the fault

is not entirely and always on the part of the absentees. If those meiiil)ers

of the Chapter who halntually attend its sessions do all they can to make

the meetings pleasant and profitable, if they work to the best of their

knowledge and ability, and strive by all means to make a good Chapter,

///(•« the delintpienis are alone blamewt)rthy. Personal obsevration leads

me to think that the non-attendance of members is more the result (/care-

lessness and inattention than of wilful neglect. Nevertheless the slight is

one which must eventually result in great injury fo the Chppter. The man

who cares so little for his Masonic affiliation that he will not give to the

institution the light of his countenance for one poor evening of the montli,

in return for all the golden opportunities proffered to him by hi;: Cliantor or

his. Lodge, the man who esteems his Masonic principles so meanly, has no

moral right to the Masonic name. Yet, let the hour of dire calamity

come to that man, and the fair-weather freinds drop from around him, and

you will find him knocking at the door with loud demands for brotherly

help !

Let not the man who still neglects his Lodge
When sunshine shines, and all is with him we!!,

With cries for aid turn round in shifty dodge,
When tempests rage and floods around him swell.
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Hut Ift us turn to pleasanter thoughls and brij^hter pictures. Suppose

that witli the opening of the New Year every Royal Arch Mason in Massa-

chusetts would regard his attendance upon the Convocations of his Chapter

as a sacred iluly from which only events beyond his control or claims of the

cxtrciiKst urgency could absolve him. Suppose that during the entire year

to couu! every affdiated Royal Arch Mason in the Commonwealth would

faithfully and punctually attend every meeting of his Chapter. What a

new ira (if interest, energy, and satisfaction would at once (lawn upon us !

la not such a result worth striving for? Ami how simple and easy its ac-

coinplisliment. It is only recpiisite that each Companion do his individual

.kity."

Kmphatically the best report on correspondence of this year

is that of Coiiip. John W. Dadinun. We feel compelled to

refrain from conitnents on the various subjects upon which he
discourses, as our views so nearly coincide with his, and he

generally covers the ground so completely that nothing is left

for us to do, save to copy as he writes. At the commencement
of his report, he gives a summary of his views on the important

subject of Masonic discipline for non-payment of dues, chiefly

in reply to Comp. Warren, of Nebraska :

—

" SUSPKNSION I'KOM MKMHKRSIIIP; ITS RFFFXT."
" Some Masonic writers seem to think that the term ' suspension from

memhcrhhip ' is an unfortunate one. Hut why unfortunate? It is only an-

other term for conditional or \.cm\tox:ixy forfeiture of membership. To be
discharged or stricken from the roll implies absolute and unconditional for-

feiture, so that if the delintjuent ever again obtains membership he must
ht:gm Je novo. In tempcirary forfe.' ure the severance is not complete, his

Lodge rij^hts being hekl in abeyance. What other term, then, could we
use tu express that relation unless it be membership m abeyance ? And yet,

according to Webster, abeyance means ' suspension or temporary extinc-

tion.'

Then, again, the term 'suspension ' is often qualified or limited in its

meaning and effect, and it is sometimes qualified in Masonry. A ' sus-

pended Mason ' is one whose rights, as a Mason, are suspended. A sus-

pended officer is one whose officio I rights are suspended. When a charter
is suspended, all the rights and privileges of the members to :tssemble and
make Masons are suspended. When a member of a Lodge is suspended
from membership, all his Lodge rights and privileges are suspended The
latter d(je.^ not include all Masonic rights, unless so determined by statute.

Massaclmsetts, Maine, lown, and some other jurisdictions, have decided
that suspension of members'dp shall be limited to membership rights, ac-
cording to old Masonic usage. All of the above are bona fide—in reality

—

suspensions, and are so recognized by the best Masonic authority. This
naturally grows out of the fact that there are general Masonif. ights. special
official rights, collective charter rights, and local membership rights.

Having defined the terms, we now call attention to

THE LEGAL ASPECT OF THE QUESTION.
f he ' effect ' given to any penalty by the rightful supreme authority must

'letermine the legal character and standing of the person on whom the
penalty has been inflicted. In other words, the status of one under
discipline must be determined by the jurisdiction to which he owes

II'
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allegiance. This proposition is true in all associations under a constitu-

tional government, and it shows why there may he a want of uniformity as

to discipline in Masonic governments. Our Grand Bodies are supreme in

the states where they are established, particularly our Grand Lodges. As
to the " effect of suspension from membership," note the difference between

Massachusetts and Nebraska. Ma.ssachusetts defines the effect to be

suspension of Lodge rights and privileges on/}'. Our constitution says,

•' his (delinquent's) more general privileges as a Ma.son still remain

unmpaired. He may visit other lodges, or seek Masonic relief thiough

other channels, his claims upon the charities of his own lodge being held

in abeyance. He is a (/itasi member, without any of the privileges or

benefits of membership." In other words, his membership in the

Fraternity, acquired by initiation, is not forfeited thereby.

The Supren e Masonic authority of Nebraska declares the eliect to be

suspension from a// Masonic rights ; and, therefore, one suspended from

membership is not in good standing in any sense. He has no right to

visit any Masonic body, nor can he seek relief through any Masonic

channel ; he is a "suspend2d Mason " to all intents and purposes. What
a dilTerence in " effect "! And which jurisdiction conforms to old Masonic

u.sage ? To decide this question we will look at the subject in

THE LIGHT OF ANCIENT MASONIC USAGE.

We have collected some interesting facts from the constitutions and by-

laws of Masonic bodies in Europe and America, which bear directly and

conch isively upon this point.

We quote the following article from the records of Royal Cumberland

Lodge, Bath, England, dated 1746, and headed :

• BY-LAWS OF Ye LODGE OF Ye BEAR.'

* A member who absents himself four months without appearing to the

Lodge, or sending a good reason for so doing, together with the money he

owes the Lodge, is to be looked upon as a visitor when he comes to the

Lodge, and his name to be struck out of the list of members and inserted

only as a visitor.'

This shows that forfeiture of membership did not mean forfeiture of all

Masonic rights, nor did it deprive the delinquent of the privilege of visiting

his brethren in Lodge assembled.

We quote again from the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland,

dated 1774, as follows :

—

' No brother shall be suspended for non-payment of dues to a Lodge, hut

a Lodge shall have the power of striking off its roll of members any mem-

ber more than twelve months in arrears of dues provided '.hat at least three

months previously application in writing for such arrears shall have been

sent by registered letter to the member, intimating that in the event of his

non-payment his name will be removed from the roll of members.'

Will some correspondent ' mile ' if we can trace this Masonic usage back

for over a hundred andfifty years ? Well, here it is, in a manuscript folio

volume of records, safely deposited in the archives of the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts. The regulations or by-laws were (to use the exact langiinge

written) ' unanimously voted and agreed upon by brethren of the first con-

stituted Lodge in Boston, New England, at their meeting, Oct. 24, I7J3'

The one relating to deprivation of membership for non-payment of due-

reads thus :—
' Every member that does not pay his Quarterage on the first Lodge night
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of the Quarter, or on the second at farthest (if present), shall be excluded

from being a member, and all privilege of the Lodge.'

So much for the records of St. John's Lodge. Perhaps it is sufficient to

add, that the by-lavvs of Massachusetts Lodge, Boston, dated 1770, and
those of Portland Lodge, Maine, dated 1769, agree, substantially, with all

wf liave quoted ; and that is, and always has been, the law and usage of

the Grand Lodge of this State.

THE CHARITABLE ASPECT OF THE SUBJECT.

We must not follow too closely the rules of civil courts and civil justice

in the government of a moral and charitable brotherhood. As Comp.
Gurney has well said, " We should write (and act) from a fraternal

standpoint, rather than from legal dictums gathered from Blackstont- and
Chitty," Strict justice knows no charity, makes no allowance for " cover-

ing tlie faults and foibles of our brethren," as we have been taught to do
in the ritual of our sublime institution.

There is a great deal of uncharitable legislation in our day, such as

(lejiriving voluntary unaffiliated Masons of good standing, for no crime,

and that, too, without trial ; depriving a Companion of Chapter member-
^hi|) for voluntary unaffiiiation in the Blue Lodge ; suspending brother

from all Masonic n\qhts for failure to pay a few dollars of annual dues,

without trial. It is harsh, unkind, and uncharitable ; contrary to the

truf spirit of a brotherhood founded upon the law of love and good-will to

men. It is going back to len^al Judaism, which enacted "an eye for an
eye and a tooth for a tooth," and damned every one outside of its own
communion.

just here we will correct a grave mistake into which some Masonic
writers have fallen by representing that Massachusetts claims the right of

visitation for all Masons in good standing agreeably to her laivs. This is a

mere inference that is wholly unwarrantable. All agree that the right of
visitation is not absolute unrler all circumstances ; but the right to brotherly
kinchiess and assistance, if needed, is absolute. Status at home is status

abroad for all Masons in good standing and not under discipline for

un-Masonic conduct. This must be true, or the universality of Freemasonry
mytli. Every Grand Lodge may adopt any measures it pleases

ascertain the good standing of a visitor, provided those measures
not conflict with a Mason's obligations. The pledges are

nuilual
; and a Grand Lodge has no more right to ignore or violate them

than has the humblest brother in the Fraternity. All the esoteric work of
our association is based upon the principle of unity ; which, we are sorry
to say, is too often violated by Grand Bodies, as well as by individuals.
Therefore there should be no local laws that will deprive a worthy brother
of his general or special Masonic rights. Jesurun had no right to " kick

"

because he " waxed fat "; neither had he a right to " forsake God and
hghtly esteem the Rock of his Salvation." We should not "kick " because
we are " waxing fat," wealthy, and numerous. " Let brotherly love
Continue."

Comp. Warren has inadvertently misrepresented Massachusetts by saying
(PP- 1167, 1168):—

' But when they insist that their members who are suspended from mem-
bership are in good standing, and hence have the right to visit in our Chap-
ters, as have all Masons in good standing, we dissent.'
Gur answer to this is that we make no such claim as the ' right to visit '

;

and that we have repeatedly said so in former reports. Will Comp. War-
ren make the amende honorable ?

a

to

do



I'
Ji.-

^fil

fM ',

d^' !^

Ih;:

44 GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

What, then, is the effect of suspension from membership ? It is (in

Massachusetts) conditional forfeiture of Lodge rights and privileges.
' Striking from the roll ' implies unconditional forfeiture. If other juris-

dictions choose to suspend from all Masonic rights for n(iii-paynn.'nt of

dues, giving the delinquent the right of absolute restoration, i)y sini])!)'

paying arrearages, they have the right to do so. Time will prove which
system of discipline is the most effective."

He gives our proceedings of 1883 a very good notice. After

.several extracts, he says :

—

" We fully indorse the above because it is according to the oldest and
best Masonic usage. We would devote more time and space to this

sister jurisdiction, but it would only be to commend the broad and fra-

ternal spirit everywhere evinced in its transactions."

On the use of the words " Fraternity " and " Order," he

says :

—

"We think that Fraternity is more euphonious, and more in keeping

with the objects and principles of Speculative Masonry. ' Order,' how-

ever, is justified by usage. ' P'reemasonry,' says a learned foreign aiiliiur.

'is a moral Order, instituted by virtuous men,' etc. This arises partly

from the fact that our Fraternity originated in Operative Masonry, which

was composed by builders who were skilled in orders of architecture.

We still use their tools and implements as symbols to illustrate and en-

force the moral, religious, and social duties of life ; and claim to i)e a

reorganization of the Ordd.'

He thinks that unfriendly legislation affecting the status of

Masons in other jurisdictions should be avoided. He likes the

term '"''privilege of visitation," as there can be no absolute right

to visit.

He gives their practice when objections are made after a

clear ballot :

—

"In Massachusetts we issu« a notice to all members, giving the names,

occupation, and location of all applicants for the degrees ; and after a

clear ballot, if any member objects he must state his reasons lor so doing

to a committee appointed for that purpose. On tlieir report the Lodge or

Chapter decides the validity thereof. Under this rule it has been demon-

strated that a large majority of objections are frivolous and unmasonic."

In his review of Maine, he says :

—

" Now when we first entered the Masonic Fraternity, the Grand Master

was the Grand Lodge at all times when that body was not in session ;
and

he could do almost anything that a Grand Lodge could do, — suspend a

Mason for unmasonic conduct, make Masons at sight, and many other

things, by the authority of the ancient Constitutions. But within our Ma-

sonic life those powers, although recognized in the Constitution, at Itast the

former, have been limited by usage. In relation to discipline, the Grand

Lodge has established a standing trial commission to which any aggrieved

brother can appeal for redress. Then again, the right of subordinate

Lodges to make Masons is so clearly defined that a Grand Master would

not dare to make Masons except within and by the consent of the Grand

Lodge. We will make one or two quotations from our Digest of Masonic

Law :

—
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' It is (I. btful whether the Craft in this Commonwealth would sustain a

Grand Master in the exercise of the prerogative to make Masons at sight

unless it was apparent that an absolute necessity existed therefor, and not

then unless the making was in a regularly organized Lodge, and according

to the fiirnis anil ceremonies required hy our ritual.' (Opinion of Grand
Master dardner, 1871.)

We next quote from Digest the opinion of C. \V. Moore :

—

' One of the early books of Constitutions reserved the right to the Grand
Lod^c and the Grand Master, when the Grand Lodge isdi.ly assembled, to

make Masons at sight ; but does not authorize tlie Grand Master himself, nor
hy virtue ofthe presence of any given number of brothers, to make Masons at

all. (Italics our own.)
'Tlie power of a Grand Master to make a Mason at sight (if exercised at

all) must be exercised in Grand Lodge, duly assembled, and aiier due in-

(|uiry into his character and notice to the members.'
We (juote again to show that a Grand Master cannot suspend a Mason, as

Cump. Drummond says, without giving him an opportunity to be heard in

his own defence :

—

'A grand Master may suspend from ofifice, for grossly intemperate habits,

the Master of a Lodge, and summon him to appear at the next Communica-
tion of the Grand Lodge, to show cause why he should not be dealt with

according to the regulations and usages in such cases established.'

The case we cited in our last report, which occurred under the adminis-
tration of Grand Master Nickason, was according to the above rcj^ub-tion,

and is about as far as a Grand Master can go without violating the usage of

this jurisdiction, except, of course, in cases of contempt. Now we think
that Comp. Drummond will concede as to usage, that this is a modification

of the 'old idea,' and that is all we ever intended to convey. Comp.
Patton misrepresents us when he states that we claim a Grand Master has
no power to suspend a Mason."

His remarks in closing his notice of Quebec have our hearty

approval :

—

"Hut the worst of all is, this professed Masonic Body—the Grand Mark
Lodge of England, etc.—now threatens to test this question in the civil

courts. A demand for the withdrawal of the proclamation of non-inter-
cuurse has been made, accompanied with a threat that legal proceedings
will be instituted if it is not complied with. No language can adequately
cx])ress our grief and disgust at such a course of proceclure. Masonic juris-

prudence must settle this question ; and any appeal to civil courts will result
in swift Masonic death, at least on this continent, to the body that makes
it."

M. E. Comp. Albert C. Smith, (Boston,) G. H. P.

R. E. Coinp. Zeph. H. Thomas, (Cambridge,) G. S.

xMICHIGAN.

The 35th Convocation was held at Detroit, January 15th,

M- E. Comp. George Hill, G. H. P., reports an unusual
amount of work in the Chapters. Three new Chapters received
dispensations. He arrested the charter of one Chapter for a
wilful violation of the Constitution in trespassing upon the
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jurisdiction of another Chapter. On their (irand Visitor and

Lecturer, he says :

—

"This is the eleventh officer in our list of (irand Officers, hut not the

eleventh in point of usefnlni.'ss to the Craft. The (Jrand Cha|)tcr makes
him the custodian of the secret or unwritten worl\ of the Royal Craft.

The lime was when that officer was required to perforin a certain amount
of lahor (in visiting and instructing the Chapters in the work of the several

degrees), and received a salary therefor. At the session of the Crand
Chapter in 1875 ^''^ salary of the Ci. V. and L. w.is abolished, for whai
was then good and sufficient reasons. Since which time that ulficcr has

visited such ('hapiers only as reipiest his visits or hy direction of the

(irand High Priest. As a result very fesv visits have heen made, and

to-day this (Jrand Chapter is comparatively ignorant of the work done hy

its subordinates. Do tlie reasons of 1875 still exist ? If so, continue iIil-

plan ; if not, ought not some steps be taken to make this office (jf mure

value to the subordinate Chapters? I recommend the subject to your

consideration
"

On the same subject, the followin<:; report was ado|)ted :—

"The (Jommiltee understand lliat but two Chapters in this (Irand

Jurisdiction have retpiired the services of the (Jrand Visitor and Lecturer

during the past year. And the M. K (Irand High Priest in his aildress

stales that the past year has been one of great prosperity to the Royal

Craft in Michigan. Under such a favorable showing your committee do

not see any reason why this (Irand Hody should pay any stated salary to

any companion as (irand Visitor and Lecturer, but would respectfully

recommend that whenever any Chapter refpiires any instruction from the

Grand Visitor and Lecturer, said Chapter shall request him to visit thein

at his earliest convenience and at the expense of the Chapter making the

request. We would further recommend that the pay for such services

shall be the same mileage and per diem as is paid to the representatives

attending this (jrand Chajiter."

A large amount of local business was transacted.

The Grand Secretary has an extensive report on correspond-

ence, covering 187 pages, in which Canada for 1883 receives

due notice.

M. E. Comp. Theron F. Giddin^s, (Kalamazoo,) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. William P. Innes, (Grand Rapids,) G. S.

NEVADA.

The ninth Convocation was held at Virginia, June 12th, 1882.

M. E. Comp. frank Bell, G. H. P.

On the condition of the craft, he says :
—

"No discord or contentions have arisen among the Craft. No griev-

ances have been presented. Peace and harmony prevail, not only at home,

but with all jurisdictions with which we are in correspondence.

This year, like the last, has been one of great depression in business

matters throughout the jurisdiction, yet the condition of the Royal Craft

has been prosperous. We have lost many members by removal, but new

material coming in has kept our roll up in numbers.
I have had the pleasure of visiting a number of the Chapters in the
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State, and find them reasonalily prosperous, the officers and memliers

lakint; ^reat interest, and the decrees onfcrred in a vrry cre>..ial)le manner
—particularly so in Nos. i and 2. I had hoped to have had the pleasure

of visiting every Chapter in the State, hut a change in my husiness made
this impossible. No one can regret this inability more than I do."

It was resolved that in view of the financial condition of the

drand Chapter, the report on correspondence should not be

printed until further ordered.

Among the Grand Rei)resentatives introduced we notice the

name of CfMn[). Samuel VV. C lubbuck, from Canada.

The loth Convocation was held at Virginia, June i ith, 1883.

M. I'^. Comp. William Timson, the (irand High Priest, was

not present, owing to severe sickness. The Deputy (Irand

High I'riest was oiso absent, through |)ressure of his business

engagements. The (irand King therefore presided.

One new Chapter was formed.

The business was entirely local.

The rejjort on correspondence is by Comp. John I). Ham-
mond, and notices Canada for 1881 and 1882. In his review

of Maine, under the question of suspension, he says —
"The Maine Reports fairly bristle with points, and so provokingly

invite argument that we can hardly keep hands off. Companion
Oruniniond is withal so courteous a disputant, giving and taking with

e(iual relish, tliat the pleasure of contest is largely increased. His favorite

(lo^ma is that suspension for N. P. I), is not actual suspension for actual

wronjf, but a sort of purgatorial twilight, midway between light and
darkness. Not to misrepresent, we quote his premises :

—

1. Any (Jrand Chapter has the right and power to determine what
penalty shall be inflicted for non-payment of dues within its jurisdiction.

2. If it piescribes or allows suspension or expulsion from all Masonic
nights, and that penalty is inflicted, it has the same effect as if inflicted for

any other cause.

3- If it limits the punishment to non afifiliation, and declares that the
party thus non-affiliated is in good standing, but limited in his choice of
Cliapters to which he can apply for membership to the one which non-
affiliated him, this disability is the only one he laliors under, and his
status as fixed by his Grand Chapter is his status everywhere.
We agree, except as to the last clause which, t'l our mind, is a

non sajuilcr. If Maine choses to create a nondescript, having neither
memhership nor honorable tlimit, if, further, she ordains that this non-
tlescript shall be a welcome guest in Chapter hall and at banquet board,
who shall gainsay her right so to do ; but to affirm that other jurisdictions
ate Ijound to recognize this special creation within their own bounds is

carrying the doctrine of home status to unwarranted lengths, at least so it

Seems to us. We are m duty bound to give honor to the king, but why
should we honor the king's clown when our own is in meritecl disgrace ?

Companion D. has been constantly assuming that his method of waist
Mispension produced the best results, and that the statistics sustain the
statement. We had begun to look into the matter a little, when our eye
caught Companion Patton's last report (p. 132), where it is clearly shown

1-
1-
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that the other ox is the hornee, and that too by Companion Druminond'!.
own statistics, everywhere recognized as par excellence. Wi- wait a

proper time with some i///palience to hear the reply from Maine."

He has a great veneration for landmarks, but thinks that the

world moves for all that. Masonry moves too, and sometimes
old customs are mistaken for landmarks. These customs, when
useless or nonsensical, must go, and we are gradually eliminating

the worthless, but some worthy brethren are aj)t to cling with a

mistaken veneration to almost everything that savors of the

antique. So it is genuinely refreshing to come across such

pertinent and sensible remarks as these :

—

" Isn't it about time *br some one to intimate that Masonry is a pro-

gressive science ? We have the greatest veneration for landmarks, Imt

not every old custom is a landmark. A landmark is a mountain ran^ji-,

while local customs are but the vegetation that grows upon it. The
assumption ol some is that in the old days there was a universally recog-

nized method of procedure from which the present has sadly degenerated,

but such is not the case. Masonry in 1820, in these United States, was

more provmcial than it is in 1883, and there was then as now a longing

for the old days. Even the Antienl Charges of 1721 contain sometliing

very like a wail about the departure (rom the customs of the " ancient

times." Time was in good old Maine (vide Drummond's History) when

every visiting Hrother was charged the sum of twenty-five cents, and no

season tickets allowed. It was a very useful regulation in its time, Imt

we don't believe that the hospitality of the Pine-tree .State is to-day

measured by a half shekel of silver. With all our latitude regarding jots

and tittles. Companion Schultz, we are as old fogy as you could desire

when it comes to the weightier parts of the law, a-i so we know, is

Companion Caswell."

M. E. Comp. Chauncey N. Noteware, (Carson,) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. John D. Hammond, (Carson, G. S.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

The sixty-fifth annual Convocation was held at Concord,

May 15th, 1883.

In the address of the Grand High Priest, Comp. Charles N.

Towle, we find a congratulatory paragraph on the favorable

condition of Royal Arch Masonry throughout this jurisdiction.

They have had a year of continued prosperity, their finances

are in a sound and healthy condition, and they have added 69

to their membership.

On life membership, he says :

—

" The life membership of this Grand Chapter, as fixeil by its General

Regulations, numbers at the present time twenty-five. Of this number

several are well advanced in years, and six have removed from the jurisdic-

tion. Consequently the attendance of permanent members at these convi>

cations is necessarily very limited, while its membership is not likely to be

materially increased in a long course of years.

Sl-'l
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I therefore recommend the adoption of an amendment to our Regulations,

makint; them conform to the Constitution of the General (Irand Chapter,

wht'reliy ill! Past lligli I'riests of Royal Arch Chapters in this jurisdiction

shall become permanent members of this (Irand Body."

He made three decisions :

—

" 1st. An application for the decrees havinp been received by a Chapter

and referred to a committee for investigation, it would be irregular for the

committee (o report recommending the withdrawal of the petition.

2(1. \ petition cannot bo withdrawn, unless it shall appear that the

Chipter has not jurisdiction over the petitioner, but must be submitted to a

hallot.

3(1. \o companion can be appointed an officer of a Chapter (except /»/•<>

(e»i.) unless he be a member of such Chapter, the Tyler alone excepted.
'

He recommends that suitable compensation should be pro-

vided for the Committee on Corres|)ondence, *' Not only as an

act of justice to them, but also as an acknowledgement of our

appreciation of the careful, i)ainstaking and signal ability which

has always been displayed in this department."

The (Irand Chapter decided against the proposition to make
all Past High Priests permanent members, but referred the

matter to a committee to report at the next annual Convocation,

and at the same time passed a resolution that they are perma-
nent members already. This sounds a little mixed, but it is

just as the proceedings state.

Com p. A. S. Wait has a very good report on correspondence,
in which he notices Canada for 1882.

He is in favor of our practice of declaring that an unfavorable

report is equivalent to a rejection, and that after such a report,

a l)allot is unnecessary.

He states that the doctrine which requires membership in a

Lodge as prerequisite to membership in the Chapter is not in

force in New Hampshire, and that he has not been able to see

the force of the reasoning on which such doctrine is founded.
On the subject of objections after a clear ballot, he says :

—

'' Upon this .subject our own view is, and we think it one best supported
liy lioth authority and reason, that, after a ballot and before a degree has
ken conferred, any companion has the uncpialified right of objection, and
may not he required to disclose his reasons , but after a degree has been
conferred the case stands differently; the candidate has then himself ac-
quired rights which must be recognized, and if objection is made to his ad-
vancement, both the candidate and the members of the Chapter have a
fight to he informed and to judge of the sufficiency of the grounds of such
objection."

On Lodge suspension he says :

—

" We suppose it to be the well settled law of our own jurisdiction that
suspension from Lodge for non-payment of dues merely disconnects the
brother fiom his Lodge, leaving him in good standing as a Mason so far as

I'
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uiiy niiii-aft'iliated Mason cnn he* in ^oud standing; ; and, that an'dialiiui iii

a Lodj;o not Inin^; nccrssary to niL'ml)cri!ii|> in liif Chapter .such stis|vnsioii

has MO tHicl upon tho latli-r. Wi' arc awari- that Companion I.arncr's vicu

is held liy sonic othir U-arnc-d and al>le Masons, and l>y sonic (iraud ( hap-

tcrs ; wc arc not certain tliat the iloctrinc is not supported by a prcponilcr-

ancc of opinion. It certainly has in its favor a \vei^;ht of authority such as

to niaUe it, at least, respectable. .Still, we do not think it is supported \,\

tlic better reason, and should choose for the present to see our own (Irani!

Clia|)tcr adhere to its old rule upon the subject."

In his notice of New York, lie has tlie following comments
on the pa.ssiige of a resolution li.xing the time for closing the

session :

—

" .\ resolution by a Masonic Hody deterinininy '.he time when it shall !»<•

••losed, wc think will strike most .Masons as an anomaly in the Order. Il

anytliinj{ was ever established in .Masonry, it is that its bodies are openetl

and closed at the will of their preddini,' offurers. It is cipially a rule as

ancient as the Order itself, that the work and procceilin^s ol MaMJiiic

Hodies are under sinular directions, and that a motion to lay ou the tahk' is

therefore in adnussible. These are ])roceedin^s properly incident to parlia-

mentary bodies from their constitution and genius ; but they canimi lie

adopted into .Masonry without at once destroyinL; its most elementary ami

distinctive character, as an organized institution.

We also c:oi)y his very excellent conclusion :

—

" The (piestion dividint^ the sentiment of the comjjanions, which seems to

be fraught with most practical impor'ance, i.s that relatinj; to the effect upon

the status of a Roy.d ,\rcli .Nhison of suspension from his membersliip in the

Hiue Lodi^e for non-payment of dues. The payment oi dues has iiithcrtu

been deemed with us, and probably in most of the older .Masonic jurisdic-

tions, a duly pertaininj^ to Lod^e mendiership merely, and having no rel.i-

tn)n to stanilin^; as a .Mason We hold that by elevation to the dej^ric of

Master Mason one becomes a brother of the Order in ^ood and n^ulai

standing. It then becomes optional with himself whether In: will or nut

ajjply for numbersh'") in a particular Lcxlj^je, and to v\hat particular I/xlije,

if any, he will so ap|i •. li is also optional with any Lodge so applied to

whether it will or noi .idmit him to its mend)crship ; but whether he so

applies, or, ajjplying whether or not he is received, has nothing to do with

his standing as a .Mason. If he applies, ami is, in the option of the Linlge,

admitted to i;icnd)ership, he then, ni adililion to his obligation as a Mason,

takes upon himself certain duties to that particular Lodge, one ol whicli i^

the jiaymenl of such periodical dues as its bydaws reepiire. The failure to

make such payment is not regardetl by us as a dereliction of Ma.sonic duly,

but the mere lailun; in the performance ;)f an obligation pertaniing to his

Lodge mend)ership, for which such membership may, by the ilecrec or

jutlgment of ihc Lodge be made to cease and he to return to his fornui

condition of an unaffiliated .Mason. This view is carried to its logical

results, and the Lodge for such an omision is only allowed l'> strike tlu'

brother from its roll of membership, le.iving him in all respects in gow

standing as a Master .Mason, with all his rights as such unimpaired. Ini^

is, with us, suspension from membership for non-payment of dues. .Siidi,

and no other, being the effect of a suspendon from membership for failure

in the performance of this duty of Lodge membership, it follows that uw

companion's standing as a Royal Arch Mason is not by it atlected. It i>

not to be doubted that it is competent for a (irand Lodge to make noii-

m)'^^
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paynuMil of Lodjjc ducH a Masonir olli-nci*, and to attach to it the penalty of

Mii>l)cn-.ion (tr i-x|nilsioi) from tin- riglils aiul priviU-j^cs uf Masonry. \N Iumi-

ivif anil vvlurrver that shall he <lom', a hrotlu-r cxpcllrcl (ir siispindrd for

lii.it (MUSI- will Ik- no longer a Mason, atnl it will follovs that his pusiiion in

till' Cliapti-'r will hy it hi- ttrniinatcd. Ihit until such a ridf shall ho adopttti

by llio llrand Lodyf, non-payment of dues is with iis no (orfiitun- of

M.isdiiic ri^jhls, and oonseiiiunlly produces no eflTict upon nu'inliirship in

thi' ('liai)U'r.

Tiiis view of the .suhject, however plain as it seems to those who holil it,

i« iiiit a(;ce|ited hy tin.' whole hody of ihe Craft, and hy many its soundness

iscjiiiied, I'he latter hold ihal suspension from Lod^e memhership, no

iii.itter for what cause, and whatever its elfeel where it lakes place, is neces-

sarily suspension from Masonic rif»hls, or at any rate it is hy such com-
paiiioiis claimed that the elfect to he ^iven such suspension is not to he

(iclcriiiineil hy the law of the jurisiliciion where it laUes place, hut, that

other (;raiid jurisdictions m.iy jjive it such t'ffect as they may choose to apply

lo it hy their local law. Several (iraiid Chajiti-rs have adopted this laller

view, and have accordinj^ly di'clared that a companion susi)eiided from
Lo.l^c inemhersliip for non-paym'iit of dues, r<j;ardless o( the law of the

jiiri^(h(tion where it occurs, shall he denied with them all rights or recof^ni-

liim as Royal Arch Masons. The discussion has heeii conducted with

somelhiii^; of the spirit of dogmatism hy those holding; the op|)osite views,

thiiuj^h we do not ohservc that it has in any instance dejjener.ited into

acrimony.

h is not reasonahly to he expected that either side in this conlhci of

iipinion will surrender its view and adopt the opposinjf doctrine. Itiit llur*

is a jjiound upon which, as it seems to us, all mi^lit stand, with no sur-

"iendiT of opinion or sacrirtce of principle. It is that which allows each
(jraiid jurisdiction, within the landmarks, to determine lor the Masonic
World the status of its own meiid)ersliip. Each compaiii<jn may have his

theory, and each jurisdiction its law, hut neither should a^sume to |)rescrihe

its llk'ory or its law to others. Whosoever is in j^ood and regular stiinding

by ihe law where he ht)lds his memhership, should he reco^^nizeil and
treated as in rt'|:;ular standinj^ elsewhere; whomsoever is expelled or sus-

pended from the rij^hts of x\lasonry according to the law where it lakes
;'l:u'e should he deemed every where as no longer entitled to recoi,Miitioi) as

a Masuii. In other words, llie (pieslion should he made one of comity
between the various jurisdictions, allowinj; each lo act for itself without
inlerference or dictation from others.

Ill tile present spirit of the discussion it is jjcrhaps more than (hjuhtful

wluiher this laller view will soon he universally accepted. It is |)erlinent,

however, in view of the attitude which some j^rand Capitular jurisdictions
have already assumed upon this (pieslion, to u^k our companions of those
jurisdictions if they propose to carry out their action to its logical results ?

' hen they choose lo sojcmrn within our jurisdiction, or within such as hold
the same rule with us, will they carry their theory into practice, and refuse
to visit our Ciiapters hecause they will he liai)le lo meet with and thus re-

fimred to recognize as companion Royal Arch Masons some who are uniler
this species of suspension ? Again, when we sojourn among th°m, will they
reuise us recognilit)n hecause we recognize and associate with jK'rsons as
Masi)ns whom they choose to regarri f.s not worthy of such recognition?
!>iich, we conceive, would he the logical result of the pcjsition they have
assiiiiKd. With their theory we have no controversy. If they make non-
payment of Lodge dues a Masonic odence, and visit it with expulsion or
suspension Irom the rights and privileges of Masonry, we shall douhtless
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treat their members thus expelled or suspended, as they treat them. Wc
do not set up for censors over them, or for judges of the correctness of their

laws. If they suspend for any cause from the rights of Masonry, thai alunc

furnishes the rule for our conduct ; we have no other. When they come
among us they can hardly expect to prescribe the local law of their juris-

dictions to ours. Will they denounce us at their own homes as associates

of spurious Masons, denying us recognition unless we change our laws ?

They would probably shrink from an attitude thus hostile to Masonic union,

and yet we see no other result in theory from that which they have already

assumed.
We see no certain solution of this dispute unless it be time, with the soft-

ening and conciliatory influences it is usually found to contain. The history

of our Order affords the assurance that there is a spirit within it equal to the

exigency of any hour, and that as with every former problem with -.vliich

Masonry has been called to grapple, so with this, a solution will he found

consistent, as well with the integrity of the Institution as with its (litjnity.

A few words to Royal Arch Masons of New Hampshire we trust will ncjt

be deemed inappropriate. If, being suspended from Lodge membershi])

for non-payment of dues, while travelling into sister grand jurisdictions,

they shall find themselves there denied recognition, we see no remedy with-

in their reach save one, and that lies with themselves, namely, to pay their

dues and return to mend)ership. Clearly our Grand Chapter can do no-

thing for their relief. True we deem them Royal Arch Masons in gooil

standing, but others choose to regard them otherwise, and we see no ])rc-

sent probability of the latter becoming converted to our views.

It remains to advise all Royal Arch Masons of our obedience, so long as

they desire recognition elsewhere, to remain faithful to their Lodge attilia-

tions. This will insure them, when absent, against the denial of rccoi^nilion

by those with whom they may deem themselves entitled to associate."

M. E. Comp. Charles N. Towle, (Concord,) G. H P.

R. E. Comp. George P. Cleaves, (Concord,) G. S.

t NEW JERSEY.

The 27th Annual Meeting was held at Trenton, Sept. 12th,

1883.

The Grand officers report great prosperity.

The Committee on Constitutions made the following report,

which was adopted :

—

*' In relation to the resolution to compel the selection and record of Marks,

Erior to the conft -ring of the Past Master's degree, that such course would

e in conflict with the approved decisions of Companion Charles M. Zeh,

being No. 9, on page 27, and that of Companion John C. G. Robertson,

being No. 10, on same page of the Digest.

In relation to the amendment to section 13 of the general regulations,

changing the penalty for non-p;iyment of dues from 'striking from the roll

to 'suspension,' the committee reconmiend its adoption, so as to read :

Sec. 13. A ni'^mber of a subordinate Chapter who shall be in arrears for

dues for twelve months, and shall neglect to pay the same within one month

after being notified by the Secretary, may be suspended by an open vole 01

two-thirds of the members present at a regular convocatiim. A member

thus suspended having paid the amount of the dues accrued against him at
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the lime of the suspension, may l)e re-instated by a majority vote of the

members present at a re^jular convocation, but his petition lor restoration

siinll lie over one regular convocation."

The rest of the business which was transacted appears to

have been of local interest only and calls for no special

comment.

The Grand Secretary reports on correspondence, and notices

the Proceedings of Canada for 1882.

In his notice of California, he says :

—

" To fully appreciate the following, it should be remenibered that Cali-

fornia lias stated in her constitution that Cirand Masters have not the right

10 make Masons at sight

:

'This, in our opinion, is the true doctrine; the executive head of the

Order sliould be the last to countenance an infraction of the law, and we
are aware that we shall excite the ' holy horror' of some of our ' old fogy

'

contemporaries, when we assert thai the theory applies with equal force to

Grand Masters of symbolic Lodge>. Before the ailoption of written consti-

tutions, tirand Masters were autocrats and did pretty much as they p'eased ;

hut in these enlightened days, when each (irand Lodge is governed by its

own consiitutit,n, we contend that the (jrand Master is as firmly bound l)y

its provisions is the humblest memljer of the Fraternity. We are no be-

liever in the doctrine of inherent rights of Grand Masters.'

We are no believer !
' Tliis cry was originated many years ago, and it

has never been without followers, but because a certain one does not believe,

that does not affect the value of fact, nor does restriction by constitution

destroy an inherent right by office having an existence before the constitu

lion was framed. The very attempt in the constitution to prevent, absolutely

proves the existence of the claim which may be put to the proof some day
hy an incumbent who, having a little more dash of independence, fears

not to assert his rights. The inherent rights of (irand Masters existed

when the big trees of California were saplings, and for how many years
prior it is unnecessary to state at present,

Penal enactment, right of estimate, jurisdictional law and territorial

supremacy are intimately connected. In their various bearings they are
engajjing a large share of the attention of the writers of the various states.

Iroin the Pacific across the Kocky nrn ntains, echoing the everlasting
truth from 'anyon to canyon, and from peak to peak, reverberates the
'nfallihle back to the Atlantic—the majesty of the right of individual
conscience and judgment hy personal examination, that gift of gifts that
hinds the human with the divine by possession, and marks the line between
uian and the other works of the Creator.

The declaration that the truth is in the sole keeping of a particular
jurisdictiun, whose standard of qualification must, upon presentation, be
accepted everywhere at thj rating at which they have established it,

appears to be of similar value with the Shapira manuscript and Moabitish
stone, with the same tendency, that of injuring the standing of their
"curiosity shops in Jerusalem."

M. E. Comp. Arch J. Wark, (New Brunswick) G. H. P.
R- E. Comp. George B. Edwards, (Jersey City) G. S.

;f*:.
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NEW YORK.

The 87th Convocation was held at Albany, Februrry 5th

1884.

. M. E. Comp. James D. Pollard, G. H. P.

He delivered a very interesting address, treating the various

subjects mentioned with marked ability. On the condition of

the Craft, he says :

—

" The year just closed has been a successful one in nearly all our

Subordinate Chapters; not a rapid, unnatural growth, conlined to a few

Chapters, but a steady, moderate accretion of g(Jod material in all parts of

the jurisdiction.

The destruction of the upper portion of the Masoni • Temple by lire,

December 1st, 1883, left the j;reater part of the Chapters in New Whk
City homeless for a time ; but lemi^orary quarters were found, and by the

prompt and efficient action of the Deputy (Jranil High I'riest, their work

was continued without stoppage or delay, and I am informed that they

expect soon to !)e able to return to their f(jrmer homes.
One application for permission to organize a new Chapter has iieen

refused ; no others have been presented. I am still of the opinion,

heretofore expressed, that the nund)er (jf Chapters now in exisicncij in

this State is equal to the present needs of the Craft.

The Grantl Chapter meets to-day representing an increased menibcr>hip

over last year of upwards of two hundred ; and our financial condition is

all that can be desired, beginning the year as we do with a balance of over

five thousand dt)llars in the treasury.

Our relations with other Grand Chapters continue to be satisfactory, and

of the most amicable character.

I desire, however, to call the attention of the Grand Cliapler lo one

subject, which, in my jud'^ment, demands prompt and resoh;'e action.

In Noveud)er last I received from M. E. II. L. Roi)inson, Grand /. ol

the Grand Chapter of Quebec, a co]iy of his proclamation declaring all

Masonic intercourse suspended between that Grand Chapter nml the

(jrand Loclge of Mark Master Masons of England, Wales, isic, tVc, and

at the same time I received a fraternal letter from M. E. Comp. Robinson

asking the aid and support of this GrantI Chapter in the premises.

The cause of the proclamation of non-intercourse is the action of the

Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Englaml, Wale:;, Ac, iv:c., in

presumnig to warrant two Lodges of Mark Master Masons at Montreal.

within the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Quebec, under which

warrants said Lodges have been erected and constituted, and have also

formed, from and by the members of said Lodges, a Provincial (irand

Mark Lodge for Quebec.
The unmasonic and unfraternal invasion of the rights and territory of

our sister Grand Chapter of Quebec, has all been made since the formation

of that Grand Chapter, and, after mutual recognition ant! the exchange of

fraternal relations between the two (irand Bodies ; and the coiirttot's

remonstrances of the Grand Chapter of Quebec have remained unanswered

and unnoticed by the Grand Mark Lodge.
In cummon with the other Representatives of the Grand Chapter of

New York at the Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter in

1877, I earnestly opposed the recognition of the Grand Mark Lodgt^'^J'

England, Wales, &.C., &.C., because I deemed it beneath the dignity of the

•iiU.
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(.'icncral (irand Chapter to extend its official recoc^nition to a body which

only claimed to exercise authority over one of the degrees which compose
uur Royal Arch System. I did not then expect, however, that the Grand
Mark Lodge of England, Wales. &c. , ivc, would so soon attempt to break

down the American Royal Arch and foment discord and unfraternal

feeling by assuming to plant its own jieculiar Mark Lodges on this

continent in the midst of our Masonic homes.
The voice of the (Jrand Masonic Bodies of New York has never borne

any uncertain sound on the cjuestion of exclusive jurisdiction within terri-

torial limits ; and I confidently tru; t that you will at this time extend your

sympathy and sui)port to ihe (Irand Chapter of (^)uebec. And to that end

I earnestly recommend that all Masonic intercourse between this Grand
Chantci and its Subordinates and tlie Grand Lodge of Mark Master
M'.sons of Mngland, Wales, \c., ivc. , and its Subordinates, be declared

>iiapen(te(l (luring such time as it continues its unjustifiable invasion of the

rit;lils and territory of the Grand Chapter of Quebec."

He reports 13 decisions, all of them, in our oi)inion,

cminent'v sound and satisfactory :

—

That a companion holding a (limit can afifiliate with any Chapter that is

willing to receive him, wiihoiU regard to his ph.ce of residence.

That the conferring liy a Chapter of one or more degrees on a candidate

.It the re(iuc>t of the Chajner in which he was elected, dots not place him in

anydilicrent position than that he would have occupied if his own Chapter
had conterml the degrees, and he can only unite with the Chapter so con-

ferrini^ the degrees by recjuest, in the manner recpiired in the case of any
iiuml'tT of another (Jhapter desiring to affiliate.

T'lat the warrant of a Chapter is restored not to any number of petitioners

bui to all the mend)ers of the Chapter who were in good standing at the

(late of the forfeiture of the warrant, or who shall have restored themselves
ly paying their dues to the (jrand Secretary before the Chapter is revived.

lliat it is not necessary that such of the companions jjCtitioning for the

resiorati(Jii of a warrant, as were suspended at the time of the forfeiture of

>uch warrant, should pay their indebtedness before the wan-ant is restored,

imt that ^uch companions cannot have part or lot in the revival of the

Chapter unless they do make such payments.
That ihe right of a companion to restore himself to good standing, by

paying his indebtedness to the Chapter, is not affected by lapse of time.

I hat uiiUer the pr(jvisions of the Constitution of the General Grand Chap-
ter, Chapters in this jurisdiction have the right to confer (without charge)
ili" degrees uf Mark Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, or
'}ny of them, on worthy companions from without the United States, who
I'^ve leguUirly received the Royal Arch IJegree ; but such companions can-
""1 he admitted to any Chai)ter, or witness the conferring of any degrees,
uiUil they shall have received such of the degrees as had not previously been
Conferred upon them.

Uiat when a candidate has been elected and received the degrees in a
Chapter, or the degrees have been conferred upon him at the request of such
Chapter, he is a member of such Chapter whether he has signe(l the by-laws
"f not

; but that it is his duty to sign such by-laws at the first opjKirtunity
Ihat a companion must sign the by-laws of his Chapter personally and

""' l)y proxy.

That it is the right of a Companion who has been elected and received
'he' degrees in a Chapter, or at its request, to sign the l)y-laws of such
Chapter

; and after a candidate has received the Royal Arch degree, the

If:

1i
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High Priest has nof the right to order a ballot on the question of admittiiifj

such a Companion to membership.
That the Grand Chapter does not recognize unaffiliation as a proper

penalty for the non-payment of dues, and that a Chapter would not have

a right to adopt a by-law making non-payment of dues punishable by

unaffiliation.

That the standing of a companion, in his Chapter, is not affected by his

voluntary unaffiliation in his Lodge.
That a Chapter has no right or authority to confer the degree of Past

Master on a Master Mason as Master elect of a Lodge.
That the Grand High Priest has not the power to authorize a Chapter to

hold its annual election of officers at a date earlier than that named in the

Constitution.

On Representatives he says :

—

" In connection with the subject of Representatives I would say, that

several of the Grand Chapters hive recently adopted resolutions limitinfj

the term of service of their Representatives near other Grand Chapters, and

I am of opinion that we woukl do wisely to follow their example.

The position of Representative under our present usage is practically a

life office ; and even if a Grand High Priest feels that a change in repre-

sentation near any Grand Chapter is desirable or necessary, it would be

very unpleasant for him to ask a companion for his resignation, or order his

removal.

Times change and men change with them, a^ well in Masonry as in the

outer world, and a companion who is a satisfactory Representative to-day,

may be far from satisfactory five or ten years hence.

1 therefore reommend, that the Grand Chapter adopt a resolution making

the commission of all our Representatives near other Grand Chapters ex-

pire at the date of the Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter

in i886, and that all commissions hereafter issued, shall expire at the date

of the 7>iennial Convocation succeeding their issue."

He attended the (ieneral Grand Chapter, and is more thnn

ever convinced of its utility and necessity. He only regrets

that it is not clothed with such power as would enable it to

take its place as the authorized exponent and supreme authority

on all Royal Arch questions.

The labor of disseminating the amended ritual has made

rapid and satisfactory progress during the past year, owing to

the exertions of the Grand Lecturer and his assistants.

We copy entire the report of the Committee on Jurispru-

dence :

—

" Your Committee on Jurisprudence find great pleasure in being; able to

say that, alter having given due consideration to the several decisions of

the M. E. Grand High Priest, presented in his very able address and

referred to them, they give such decisions, with the exception only of the

third, fourth and eighth, their full and entire concurrence. They have

accordingly prepared a resolution expressing such approval, and they

recommend the adoption of the same by the Grand Chapter.

The third decision of the Grand High Priest is "that the warrant of a

Chapter is restored, not to any number of petitioners, but to all th^

members of the Chapter who were in good standing at the date of the
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forfeiture of the warrant, or who shall have restored themselves by paying

their dues to the Grand Secretary before the Chapter is revived. Voiir

cnmiuittee approve of what they understand to be the substance and effect

of this decision ; but they are of the opinion that the matter is of suf!icient

importance to justify its formulation and adoption as a General Regulation,

a liraft of which is herewith submitted.

The fourth decision of the Grand High Priest is that it is not necessary

that such of the Companions " petitioning for the restoration of a warrant,

as were suspended at the time of the forfeiture of such warrant, should

pay their indebtedness before the warrant is restored; but that such compan-
ions cannot have part or lot in the revival of the Chapter unless they do
make such payment." Your committee are of the opinion that the

petition for '.he restoration of a forfeited or suspended warrant should be
subscribed by at least nine members of the Chapter, in good standing at

the (late of such petition, liut they agree with the Grand High Priest that

the fact that other companions, in addition to the nine in good standing,

have united in the prayer of such petition, involves no impropriety. They
also concur with the Grand High Priest in his opinion that, in case of the

rLsioration i)f the warrant, no companion, whether a petitioner or not.

shoukl in any manner participate in the affairs of th. Chapter, until purged
of hii disability. Your Committee, however, believe that the will of the

Grand Chajiter upon these questions should be distinctly and definitely

'leclared in a General Regulation, and they have accordingly prepared such
a one as they think the case requires. The same is hereto annexed, and
ami recommended to the favorable decision of the Grand Chapter.
The eiglith decision of the Grand High Priest is " that a companion

mibt sit;n the by-laws of his Chapter personally, and ncjt by proxy."
From thisi decision your committee finds itself obliged to dissent. They
concede il in the very great majority of instances the companion, upon
his exaltation or affiliation in a Chapter, should be presented with the
liy-laws, and required to sign them ; not, as some have supposed, to

complete his membership, but to signify by a solemn and deliberate act,

the evidence of which may be long preserved, that he has promised fealty

to the Chapter and due obedience to its laws. Yet your cimimiltee are
ahle to call to mind many instances in which a companion has been
exalted, at the request of his own Chapter, in one locaiod in a distant

jurisdiction, and therefore been unable to sign the bydaws personally. In
such cases it seems to your committee that it would be well that the
companion's name should be subscribed by another hand than his own.
out in such cases your committee would recpiire that the companion should
"1 writing authorize another companion to subscribe the bydaws for him,
stich authority being presented to the Chapter at the time of the subscrip-
tion, and thereafter preserved. For the clear expression of tlieir views
upon this not unimportant matter, they have framed and ai)pended hereto
a General Regulation, of which they recommend the adoption.

I our comniitiee also recommend that in approving of the tenth decision
0' the Grand High Priest, the Grand Chapter, for the sake of greater
dthnitLntss, modify the same so as to read as follows :

" The Grand
'-h'lpter does not recognize unaffiliation as a proper penalty for the non-
payment of dues, and that a Chapter has not the right to adopt a by-law
miUng non-payment of dues punishable by unaffiliation ; the only penalty,
under the Constitution, for non-payment of dues being suspension.'

'our committee have also duly considered the recommendation of the
Grand High Priest in respect to the term and tenure of office of the Repre-
sentatives of this Grand Chapter near other Grand Chapters, but are unable

! 1
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to concur therein. It is their opinion that the seconfl paragraph of section

13 of the Constitution of the (iranH Chapter, by which the power is (»iven

to the Grand High Priest to appoint representatives, carries with it the

authority to supersede such representatives at any time by the appointment
of others. They are of opinion that this priwer cannot be taken away from
the (Irand High Priest, except by an amendment to the Constitution ; and
that such power is safely lodged in his hand*, and will, without mucluioiil)t,

be always disceetly exercised. They therefore recommend that, until it

shall be manifest that tne law, as it now stands, is productive of evil results,

the Constitution in this rp«nect -hould remain unchanged.
The resolutions agreed to by the committee are as follows :

Resolved^ (i) That the decisions of the Grand High Priest contained in

his annual address, and numbered I, 2, 5, 6, 7, 9, 1 1, 12, and 13, Ije and

the same are hereby approved.
Resolved^ (2) That the following be adopted as General Regulation, Sec-

tion 6 :

§ 6. The warrant of a Chapter which shall have been forfeited or sinrcn-

dered, when restored, shall '.)e restore! to all the members of the Cliapter,

who, at the time of such restoration, shall be in good standing.

Resnlved, {3) That the following be adopted as General Regulation, Sec-

tion 7 :

§ 7. The petition for the restoration of a forfeited or surrendered warrant

shall be rigned by at least nine companions of such Chapter, in good stand-

ing at the date of ::uch petition. Such petition, however, may be signed by

other companions of such Chapter. But the companions petitioning for the

restoration of a forfeited or surrendered warrant, who shall not i)e in good

standing at the date of such petition, shall not, in case such warrant he

restored, participate in the affairs of the Chapter until their disabilities siiall

be removed.
Resolved, (4) That the following be adopted as General Regulation, Sec-

tion 8 :

§ 8. The by-laws of a Chapter, when signed, must be signed personally,

or by a comp i.iion thereunto duly authorized in writing ; which authority

must be presented to the Chapter at the time of such signing, and thereafter

preserved."

These recommendations were considered in order as pre-

sented. The first, second and third resolutions were adopted.

The fourth resolution and the lecommendation to modify the

tenth decision of the Grand High Priest, respecting the penalty

for non-payment of dues, were not agreed to. The nHromiiien

dation regarding Grand Representatives was adopted.

Comp. Simons of the Special Committee to which was referred the matter

relating to the invasion of the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Q^iobec,

submitted the following report, which was received, and the recommenda-

tion adopted :

" To the Grand Chapter of the State of New York :

The Special Committee to which was referred so much of the annual

address of the Grand High Priest as relates to the invasion of the jurisdic-

tion of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Quebec, Dominion of Canada, hy

the Grand Mark Lodge of England, &c., having duly considered the matter.

respectfully report :

That a brief statement of the facts will at once indicate our duty in the

premises. The Grand Chapter of Quebec is a just and duly coiistituteti
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jjoverninj; power in Royal Arch Masonry, and as such has been recognized

by this Grand Chapter, and is one of its correspondents. As such, it has,

had, since its estabhshnient, and has now, full jurisdiction in its territory

over the several de^jrees of Royal Arch Masonry, including of course, the

Mark degree, and it would therefore be just as competent for the Grand
Mark Lodge of England to establish its subordinates in any of the American
vSlales as in the Province of Quebec, already masonically occupied.

Thelirand Chapter of New York cannot, and will not, abandon the doc-

trine of exclusive jurisdiction in properly occupied territory, and it must
therefore sustain the Grand Chapter of Quebec in the present t nergency.

It is, at the same time, well to observe that the question of jurisdiction is

not absolutely recognized by Masonic organizations beyond the North
.\iiicrican Continent ; but it is probable that the need of harmony and good
ft'llowshij) will, at no distant day, bring about a general observance of the

rule practiced here, and found so much to our advantage.

On this statement we recommend the adoption of the following resolu-

tions :

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of

New York, recognizes and sustains the authority of the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of Quebec throughout the .bounds of that Province in all matters

relating to Royal Arch Masonry, and deprecates the exercise of any other

authority whatever, so far as the rights of that Grand Chapter are con-

cerned.

Resolved, That we fraternally request that the Grand Mark Lodge of

England, (S:c., withdraw its warrants, and leave the Grand Chapter of Que-
bec in the undisturbed exercise of its legitimate authority."

The Select Cominittee on History i)resented the following

report. The resolution was not agreed to, and the comniittee

was continued, with power to resume its work.
" Vour Committee on the History of Royal Arch Masonry in this State,

continued at the last session of this Grand Body, after the passage of a
resokuion ' that this Grand Chapter lake such steps as may be necessary to

obtain and place in the hands of your committee all books, papers, etc.,"

respectfully report that they have used every available means at their

Command to obtain the documents necessary, on which to raise the super-
structure of a true and faithful record of the early history of Royal Arch
Masonry in this state, but their eflForts have been fruitless, and although
•our years have elapsed since the first appointment of this committee, they
have |)etMi unable to obtain a single one of those papers which are so
es>eniially necessary to the purpose. It is, therefore, with much regret
thcv offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Special Committee on the History of Royal Arch
M'lsonry in this .State, being unable to obtain the documents and records,
the propert; of this Grand Chapter, necessary for the pupose for which it

was appoirited. be, and is hereby dischaged from further consideration of
thesuhject."

Our proceedings for 1883 receive a very pleasant notice at
the hands of Coinp. Darius A. Ogden, in his report on corres-
pondence. He regards the address of Coinp. Ross a model,
short, concise, plain and to the Doint. He thinks that " Nothing
hut the indomitable energy of those who stand at the helm and
guide the craft can account for our condition and progress."

J'
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Our system of Grand Superintendents also meets with his

a])|)roval, as securing proper instruction, with unity of seniiincnt

and uniformity of work.

We feci bound to make our very best /lo/ou for the follow-

ing :—
'• R. K. Coinp. Ilonry Robertson again presents the Re|>)rt on Korcij;ii

Correspondence. For sixteen years this accomplished writer and learnai

Mason l>a» prepared these reports, and we luve found them all yood, h\\

the last the best of all."

He is fully in accord with Com|). Druinmond and others in

sustaining the (irand Chapter of Quebec as against the invasion

of the Cirand Mark Lodge of ICngland.

In his notice of Kentucky he says :

—

" lie witl)held, or refused to grant, a dispensation for a ,k'w Chapter in

Louisville, because there was no evidence that anion^ the petitioners tluri.-

was one competent to work or instruct. . And he reronimends tiial no nuw
Chapter should be instituted without evidence that one it least of liu-ir

nundKT is competent to work, and to give instruction. Such a rule is in

accord with the spirit of the Order, and it is siin|ily a waste of lime nn'l

tendency to demoralization to constitute Chapters and expect good result-.

when no one is able to perform work or give proper instruction.

The time has come when the Reporlorial Corps should lake up this

defect, and hammer away at it till tin: Clinplers come to see and apprcciak-

its importance and apply the corrective in an effectual way. Free .Masonry

is strictly speculative, teaches mainly by signs and synibols and illustrates

and instructs by modes universal in their application and everywhere the

same— sjieaking to the heart and understanding through the eye, the ear,

the touch ; they are universal and the same everywhere ; and to be useful

they must be understood, comprehended and lixecl indelib'y ii]ion 'lie mind

and memory. This cannot be done by simply hurrying a camliilale thmugh

the degrees. The candidate has no right to a second degree until the tirst

is understood by him ; lime shouKl be given—indeed, is indispensable—t'

study and become familiar with each degree, its language, meaning and

symbolisms, before another is conferred."

It is well known that in all good Lodges great care is taken

that a candidate ;,hall be reasonably proficient in one degree

before he is allowed to receive the next. He is required to

pass an examination in open Lodge to show his knowledge and

he may be refused permission to advance until he has acquired

the requisite skill. There is no reason why the snnie care

should not be cercised in the Chapter. Skill and knowledge

are just as essL^ ial in the Chapter as in the Lodge and even

more so, as there is more to be learned.

The practice, however, is widely different and because of the

laxity in this respect we have comparative weakness in the

Chapters and often lack of interest. Reformation is needed,

and first, we want competent instruct s, officers able and
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williii}^ to impart a correct and thorough knowledge of the work

and its symbolism. This should be carefully heeded whenever

a (!ha])ter is formed. Then with a certain specified time

between each degree, and proof of the candidate's proficiency

in what he has received, before advaacement, we would have

hotter Chapters, and a general elevation of the Capitular branch

of our Order would l)e the result.

M. K. Comp. James E. Morrison (New York,) G. H. P.

R. Vj. Com]). Christopher (i. Fox, (Buffalo,) G. S.

OHIO.

The 67th Convocation was held at Sandusky, October loth,

1883.

M. K. Comp. Daniel a. Scott, G. H. P.

He rejKjrts peace and prosperity. He was not called upon
to settle any differences whatever. His executive duties were

light, 'i'he subordinates loyally live up to the constitution and
the code. He favors examinations in each degree :

—
" Companions, permit me attain to call your attention to a subject

rcfcrrcil to in my last annual communication, namely ; that a candidate he
rLCjiiiriil to familiarize himself with each preceding degree before he is

periiiiUed to advauce higlier.

Under such a recjuirement we would have fewer but more intelligent

Royal Arch Masons. It has been well said that ' the true value of our
mystic science is not attributable to numerical forc^, but to the real worth,
industry and intelligence of our members.' Numbers may come into our
courts, and rally under our banners, and yet be as unproductive as drones
in the hive ; and who, possessing neither industry or ambition, will never
aspire to work off a single design from the trestle board, or add a solitary

ashler to the temple."

.\ committee was appointed to codify the laws and print the

same.

Comp
J. Kelly O'Neal submits the Report on Correspon-

dence.

Under "Gi^orgin," he says :

—

" In our opiriion, an interest in Masonry cannot be promoted Ijy legis-
lation. The inititution can be fostered and encouraged, and true Masonry
I'cveloped, only by educating the heads and hearts of the people ; by its

members exemplifying in their daily lives the teaching and principles of the
Urder, by promptness and emiciency on the part of the officers, and not
by the resolutions and edicts of grand bodies, or by ostentation and parade."

Our proceedings do not appear to have been received.

M. E. Comp. John W. Chamberlin, (Tiffin,) G. H. P.
R. E. Comp. James Nesbitt, (Troy), G. S.

14 -^
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OREGON.

The 23rd Convocation was hJd at Portland, June 8th, 1883.

M. E. Comp. James ¥. Robinson, G. H. P.

He reports the past year as one of uninterrupted peace ind

harmony. There has been no dissension among the workmen,
and all the subordinate Chapters are in a flourishiug condition.

He issued a dispensation for one new Chapter.

The codification of the standing resolutions of the (Irand

Chapter was perfected, and the same ordered printed with the

proceedings.

There were no grievances presented, and the business of the

Grand Chapter vvas transacted in good shape.

The Report on Correspondence is again by Comp. T. McF.

Pation. In his notice of our proceedings of 1882, he says :—
" TliL' great success which has attended the lahors of our companions in

Canada is due, in a large measure, to their system of visitation and

thorough instruction in the ritual ; and yet the advancemet to official

honors is attended, as we understand it, with many di.sadvanlagi's which

do not exist in our system. All business presented is thoroughly considered

by general committee."

These proceedings have come to hand just as we are closing

our report, and we are unable to give them proper atteniion at

this time. Comp. Patton has a number of learned and judicious

comir.ents on various matters, ^vhich are worthy of considera-

tion. We regret however, very much to learn that this report

is his last. He has been appointed United States Consul in

Japan, and has already sailed for his post of future labor. He

will be much missed by all the fraternity. He has made a name

for himself as a careful student and a thorough devotee of our

royal art. We wish him all possible happiness and pros])erity.

M. E. Comp. James F. Robinson, (Eugene City,) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. R. P. Earhart, (Salem.) G. S.

PENNSYLVANIA.

At a quarterly meeting held on March 8th, 1883, a new

constitution was adopted and the following resolutions carried

:

" Resolved, That the Constitution, as adopted by the Grand Chapter,

shall take effect, and go into operation on St. John the Baptist's Day, June

24th, 1883.

Resolved, That the Committee on revision be continued with power to

draft the necessary forms, ceremonials, etc., in accordance with the reviicd

Constitution.

Resolved, That the M. E. Grand Secretary be directed to prepare a form

of minutes, and the Committee on Bydaws be directed to prepare a form o(

Bydaws, in accordance with the Constitution of this Grand Chapter.

Resolved, That each Chapter in this Jurisdiction be directed to forward
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to ilic M. E. (Irand Secretary a copy of its Hy-laWs for correction by the

Ciiminittcf on Hy-laws, on or licforc the 1st <lay of August next.

Rtsolvt'dt That every Chapter hereafter adopting a whole code of Hy-laws

shall use the printed form authorized by the Grand Chapter, onutlin^ ihere-

fDin, such part or pans as it does not recpiire, and adding thereto such

s|Ki'i;il provisions as in its judgment are necessary, not in contravention to

the Constitution of tiie (Jrand Chapter.

Rcsolvi'dy That the M. K. Grand Secretary be directed to have the revised

Constilution, with the fornis and ceremonies, etc., when prepared, printed

anil bound. Kach Chapter in this [urisiliction, upon forwarding to that

olfictr the copies of the (constitution it now has shall be entitletl to receive

fimr cnpies of the revised work. The price of the book shall be, in other

cases, $1.00 each."

On June 7th the following were adopted :
—

" Whereas, An effort is now being made by many of the subordinate

MaMinii: bodies in this jurisdiction to secure the early estal)lishment of a

Home for Aged and Indigent Masons, an enterprise commending itself to

ihc judginent and charity of all Royal Arch Masons ; therefore

Resolved, That the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania has
heard with great satisfaction of the movement to establish such a Home,
and thai it cordially recommends this great charity to the active co-opera-

tion and aid of its several subordinate Lodges and Ctiapters.

Resolved, That the M. E. Grand High Priest be, and he is hereby*
respectfully reciuested to appoint a Special Committee of fifteen to represent

this Grand Chapter in the meetings held to consider this matter."

The annual Convocation was held at Philadelphia, December
27th, 1883.

M. E. Comp. Augustus R. Hall, G. H. P.

The following corresyjondence is interesting and shows that

the (irand Chaj^er of Scotland has no hesitatiou in conferring

the degrees upon one who is a resident within the jurisdiction

of a sister Grand Chapter with whom they are in friendly inter-

course. They either do not or will not understand our rules as

to the jurisdiction of Masonic bodies here over residents here :

" Philadelphia, November 6th, 1883.

To Win. Edwards, Grand Scribe E., Supreme Grand Koyal Arch Chapter
of Scotland, No. i South Hanover Street, Edinburgh, Scotland.

My Dear Comi-anion :

I have just heard that during the present year (the past summer), that the
•^oyal Arch Degrees were conl'erred on one Dr. Williams, a resident of
Philadelphi.i, hut a traveller for the time being in Scotland. The circum-
>t.inct;s were as follows, while Dr. Williams was going from Edinburgh to
Surlinji, he met the Officers of your Supreme Grand Chapter on their way
to SiiriinfTi,, resuscitate the Chapter at that place, that he was asked to
accompan

, the Grand Officers and be present. He said he was not a Royal
Arch Mason, when the Grand Officers proposed to confer the degrees of
f^oyal ,\rch Masonry upon him in a Stirling Chapter, which was accord-
"iil'y (lone.

If the foregoing is true I would request you to inform us the reason why

43
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rfS<)K'c<l lli'Tl Dr- Williams l)c not rcci)j»iii«C(l as a Royal Arch Mason, and

that ilic (irand Secretary so notify the several Chapdrs, etc., in tlie

JiinMiictioii, and tliat tlie whole matter be referred to the Committee on

NVurk and Jurisprudence.

In his annual address, the (Irand High Priest congratulates

the companions upon their prosperous condition. They have

107 Chapters, and 10,419 nienibers.

He formed two new Chapters, and gave the following

decisions :

—

" .\ candidate cannot apply to two Chapters at one and the same time.

That the lliyh Priest of a Chapter cannot be installed into office in any

other Chapter than his (jwn except l»y the authority of the (Jrantl High
Priest.

That a Chapter cannot be opened on the state<l nijjht of meeting prior

to the hour tixed by the Hy-laws.

That a nu'nd)er can object to the conferring of the degrees on an

a|ipr((Vi(l candidate in his Chapter without statin;^; his reasons for so

oiijcciiug, provided such objection is made before receiving any of the

Oe^jrtcs for which he has applied in the Chapter.

That Chapters cannot receive petitions for the Mark Degree only."

Comp. Andrew Zane, jr., reports on Correspondence and
notices Canada for 1883.

M. K. Comp. Augustus R. Hall, (Philadelphia) (l.H.P.

R. E. Comp. Charles E. Meyer, (Philadelphia) (}. S.

QUEBEC.

The 7th Convocation was held at Sherbrooke, January 29th,

1884.

On the state of the Craft at home, the Grand Z., M. E. Comp.
H. L, Robinson, has the following remarks :

—

" It ^;ives me great pleasure to state, in the words of the Imni;rdiate

Past Grand Z. at the last Convocation, that ' not a single appeal has been
made, not a single case of grievance or a protest against any officer of our
Grand Chapter, or of the Subordinate Cha|ners. has come before me.'
Our cunstilutiou is so well understood throughout the jurisdiction, and is

^0 clear in its language and terms, that the duties of the executive offices

ure materially lessened. To this is due the fact, I am confident, that I

have not been called upon to give a decision upon any subject.

Tile increase in membership has nri been large, but from such inforin-

atiim as I have received, as well r.s from personal observation, I am
justitied in stating that the incre.-.se has been healthy, und that the
suboidinate Chapters are working efficiently. These are troublous times
for the Craft in this Province, and it is not to be wondered at that the
"profane" display no great anxiety to become members of a fraternity

cxcomnuuiicated by the head of a powerful church on the one hand and
assailed by professed friends, votaries of the Craft, on the other."

As an example worthy of extensive imitation we notice that
Conij). Robinson during the year visited all the Chapters in the
jurisdiction. Though only eleven in number, the task was not
19
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warrant for my statement 'n the correspomlence with the Grand Chapter of

England pubhshed as an Appendix A in our proceedings for 1883. To a

letter written on the 28th April, 1880, a reply was sent on the loth of

August following. To one sent by our Grand Scribe E. on the l8th Oc-

tober, 18S0, a reply was sent on the 1st January, 180I. To annother letter

from this Grand Chapter of date lith June. 188 1, a reply was sent dated

2l.st Nov. 1881. And that is not all, the positive statements of this Grand
Chapter, the written declaration of such eminent Masons as Past Grand
Master A. A. Sievenson and R. E. Companion Thomas Milton, and others,

are cooly put aside because the Grand Superintendent of the Grand Chapter

of England states to the contrary. Thus a statement of this Grand Chapter,

supported by four eminent Masons cognizant of the facts, is rejected on the

counterstatement of one man who could not be so well informed in the

premises as those who had made tiie affirmative declarations.

A careful examination of the dates of the corresoondence submitted here-

with further illustrates the position I assumed as likely to occur. With the

past experience to guide me, and with a knowledge of the injury caused

likely to be caused to Masonry in this Province if the controversy was to be

(Iraiiged on for months ad years, I deemed it wiser to cut short the dilatory

procedure of our English brethren by frankly stating our wrongs, demand-
ing redress, and then closing our doors. The action of the officials of that

(Jrand Lodge, before and since, amply justifies the assumption thus made
that in all probability the old procedure as to correspondence would be
repeated. In my opinion the correspondence might have contin' id for

years without definite results ; '.ve might have written and complained over
and over again without receiving satisfaction or scarcely a courteous acknow-
ledgment of our letters or complaints had it not been that the Edict
severing fraternal relations was issued, thus pufMng the matter upon a basis

where it would have to be treated with some regard to the brevity of life

and in accordance with masonic principles and the ordinary method of con-
ducting business.

Rut it must not be understood that I proceeded rashly against our Eng-
lish brethren, though the provocation was such as to warrant but little

delay. Yon will note in the correspondence that M. E. Comp. Graham,
on the 3r(l of May last, wrote our Grand Representative in England about
the matter, and receiving no reply on the 23rd of June wrote the (irand
Master of that Grand Lodge with like results. It was in June my official

attention was particularly called to the subject as requiring action. Reluc-
tant to proceed to harsh measures, after consultation with my predecessors
in office, it was thought best to await the results of the correspondence of
M. E. Comp. Graham with the English officials. That correspondence
producing no effect I wrote Lord Henniker, the Grand Master of that
drand Lodge, the letter which appears in the Appendix, and demanded
the withdrawal of the warrants of the Mark Lodges at Montreal complained
nfon or before the 24th of September next, under penalty of the severance
of fraternal relations. Copies of that letter were transmitted to Lord Flen-
niker and to the Provincial Grand Master of his Grand Lodge at Montreal,
and afterwards forwarded to the sister (J rand Chapt-'rs in order to disclose
to them our position, that if wrong we might be corrected and if right sus-
tnuK-d. Thus over three months had ^.lapsed between tht first letter of M.
t. Comp. Graham and the one first sent by me. The delay stated in my
said letter expired without any response or the slightest notice being given
'hereto, and on the 13th of October I placed in the printer's han<is the
threatened Edict ; but in the hope that sonLCthing iiiight occur to change

II
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the position of affairs its issue was delayed until the last days in Octoher.

On the 29lh of October a letter, wiitten in terms which I am reUictant lo

characterize as it possil)ly deserves, was received from Rev. Canon Portal,

to which my response was his prompt dismissal as our Grand Representative.

A comparison of the date of M. E. Comp. Graham's letter to him (3r(l May,
1883,) with the date of the semi-annual communication of that Grand Lodge
at London, England, (5th June, 1883,) affords an indication of the ^ood
faith towards us of the brother whom that Grand Lotlge had recommended,
and on that recommendation we had selected, as our agent to look after our

interests in that jurisdiction. With M. E. Comp. Graham's letter in his

possession, with a mandate from us in his hands, he, as President of the-

General Board of that Grand Lodge, reported, endorsing the invasion of

our territory. F'ar different was the conduct of their Representative to this

Gran<l Chapter. The letters of the Rev. Brother in the Appendix are

evidently written with the sanction and authority of his Grand Lodge, for

they are written at its office, l)ear its seal, and sj^eak for that Grand Lodge
and not for this Grand Chapter. They are made part of the precis of that

Grand Lodge, and his defence is the subsecpient defence of that (Jraml

Lodge.
Since the issue of the Edict the correspondence has been more frequent

and animated, but as little satisfactory « the previous silence of the Execu-

tive of that Grand Lodge. I would r-inark, however, that the "ol)s:;rva-

tions of R. W. Bro. Badgley," refer- "d to in the letter of tlieir (Jrand

Secretary of the 12th Nov. last, and. which were to be forwarded to me,

have never been received, although pa'.iently .vaited for. When the //vy/>

and letter of the Grand Secretary of that Grr.nd Lodge was received (Jtli

January inst. ) my letter to the sister Grand Chapters of the w orld was in

type, and so near distributed that I conceived it to be not worth while to

delay doing so. My answer will, however, be submitted to you, and will

appear in the .Appendix.

It will l)e within the recoMection of some of you that threats of legal |iro-

ceedings have been r >ade in the Montreal newspapers, against the olticer.N

of this Grand Cnapter. That threat has assumed shape in the letter from

a firm of Advocates at Montreal, which appears at length in the Appendix.

It is a demand on the part of two gentlemen with whom I am unac(|uainte(l,

and of whom I nevf;r heard until the receipt of that letter demanding the

withdrawal of the Edict of 13th Oct. before the 26th inst., under the threat

of legal proceedings. As I did not recognize the authority, I concluded to

defer the withdrawal of the Edict until a more convenient season. It is

equally effective as a demand as the previous one of Rev. Canon Portal for

an apology.

I leave the matter wholly in your hands. I have not thought it necessary

to enter into any arguments in this address in support of our position, in

view of the fact that the correspondence covers the matters in issue pretty

fully, and .such as are not therein given can readily be supplied by the Com
mittee ami by Companions here assembled. I do not desire to trespass

upon the functions of the Grand Chapter in advising the course 10 be fol-

lowed, but I am confident that this iinportant subject will be carefully con-

sidered by you in a fraternal spirit, and the utterance of this Grand Chapter

thereon will be characterized by calmness and dignity.

Our difficulty has been the subject of comment in Masonic Periodicals.

and has been brr ught before several Grand Chapters. Many await the

result of our de!ii)erations before entering upon the consideration of the siib-

ject. The Grand Chapters of Massachusetts and Iowa have spoken with
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no uncertain sound in their endorsation of ovir action, as will be seen upon

an examination of the Report of our Committee on Foreign Correspondence ;

and I am satisfied in stating, at least as my opinion, that when the facts

become known the sister Grand Chapters will heartily approve of our posi-

tion and action.

Before leaving this subject I take the opportunity of thankiog, on behalf

of this Grand Chapter, several of our Grand Representatives, and other dis-

tinfjiiishcd Masons in the United States, as I have already done by letter,

for their zeal and interest in our behalf.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ENGLAND.

The appendix to the proceedings for 1883, before alluded to, disclose

the situation between the two Grand Chapters. That Grand Chapter has

granleil a duplicate warrant to a Chapter which iiad unanimously surren-

dered its warrant for transmission to the Grand Chapter of England, and
had affiliated with this Grand Chapter as Mount Horeb. No further

correspondence has been had on the subject. The connection between
the (irand Lodge of Craft Masons and Grand Chapter of England (the

latter being an adjunct of the former) renders action by this Grand Chapter
alone more difficult. To produce the best results there should be a joint

action on the part of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of this Province.

It is to he regretted that, on the formation of this (irand Chapter, the

withdrawal of the English warrants, then in existence, had not been
insisted on. The difficulty with the Grand Lodge of M. M. M. ct F,ngland

would not have occurred. The pretence of a right which they rest on the

claims of these blue lodges and Chapters upon them, as disclosed in the

Correspondence, could not have existed But we were young and re[H)se(l

conlidence in the good faith and fraternal spirit of a Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter from whom we had originally sprung, and which we hoped
had learned by experience that the world moves on this continent, and
would heartily and fraternally rejoice in the prosperity of the Craft in this

Province as an indication also of a general advance in material prosperity
and intelligence therein. If we desire to retain the respect of the sister

Grand Bodies, and preserve our own self-respect, we must not permit any
other Cirand Body to occupy territory which legitimately belongs to us.

No instructions having been given me by the Grand Chapter, and no
demand or request having been made to me since the last convocation, I

have not felt at liberty to precipitate a conflict with that Grand Chapter ;

hut I now sulmiit the matter to you, with the reflection that a longer
ilelay will he highly injurious, and with the hope that some definite action
wdl be taken. There should be but the one contest. The sister (irand
Hodies will become heartily sick of us, if we continue to spread the fight
over so many years. It is tiresome fighting the adversary in detachments.
Let us fling our banner to the breeze and attack by Masonic methods, and
with Masonic weapons, our adversaries all along the line. If we do not
do so, we do not deserve to succeed. Better far to contend and fail than
DV a continuance of the present system, transmit to our children a heritage
which we had not the manliness to tlefend nor the strength to support.
"^ui We shall succeed if we wisely but firmly insist upon our own whole
fights.

The committees on Jurisprudence, Grievances and Appeals
feported that no business had come before them.
A permanent benevolent fund has been established, starting

^ith a special deposit of $500.
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The report of the committee on the address of the Grand Z.

was adopted. From it we make the following extracts :

—

" The Committee recommend that as the ritual adopted by Grand Chap-
ter for use in the Subordinate Chapters has been approved, and its excel-

lence acltnowledged by all, and ample time having been granted for making
any necessary changes or additions to the paraphernalia, and for acquiring

the work, its use be now enforced in each and every Chapter in our juris-

diction.

The Committee hope that a warrant of constitution will be issued to

Shawenegam Chapter at Three Riuers.

The Committee join the (Irand Z, in welcoming toCJraiid Chapter the

newly appointed Representatives from the Grand Chapters of Ma sachu-

setts, Iowa, New Jersey, Nova Scotia and Rhode Island.

The committee have learned with regret of the death of R. E. Conip.

W. li. Simpson, one of the founders of the Cirand Lodge and Grant! Chap-

ter of Canada, and one of the fathers of Masonry in the Dominion. May he

rest in peace !

The Committee recommend that the Constitution of this Grand Chapter

in the matter of suspension for non-payment of dues be altered ami anicmled

so as to conform to and be concurrent with that of the Grand Lodge of

Quebec.
In the matter of that portion of the address of the Grand Z, in which he

draws the attention of Grand Chapter to our relations with the Grand

Chapter of England, your Committee recognize the difficulties of our posi-

tion, inasmuch as the Grand Chapter of England is an adjunct of the (Jrand

Lodge of England, with which our Grand Lodge is at present m fraternal

intercourse. The fact that the Grand Chapter of England gives its

authority and warrant for th'i existence of one Chapter, St. Paul's Chapter,

R. E., in this Province, in violation of the rights and sovereign jurisdiction

of this Grand Chapter over all bodies of Capitular Masonry in this Pro-

vince, is well known to us all ; and this Committee are of opinion that the

time has now arrived when some action must be taken in the matter hy this

Grand Chapter. They therefore recommend that the Grand Z. confer with

the .\r. W. the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, in reference

to united action being taken by the two Grand Bodies in the matter of the

existence in this Province of any Loilges or Chapters not acknowledging the

authority and jurisdiction o( the (irand Lodge and Grand Chapter of <^'iic-

bee. And, in case the CJrand Lodge is not prepared or willing to take Mich

action, as in the opinion of the (irand Z. is necessary for the projx'r vimii-

cation of the sovereignty of this C rand Chapter, the Grand Z. be and is

hereby authorized to take such steps as he may deem proper in the matter.

The Committee have learned with regret of the invasion of the territory

of this Grand Chapter by the Grand Lodge of Mark Master MasiHis of

England and Wales, <S:c.^ by the clandestine establishment by thai Cr.ni'l

Body of three Mark Lodges and a Provincial Grand Lodge in our midst.

The Committee have learned from the address of the Grand Z., as also

from the statements and edicts issued by him, of his action at tiie (lilTi^rent

stages of the controversy between thi-; (jrand Cha|)ter and the ''r-i'"'

Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales, and its otticials.

They have also taken communication of the statements issued by the drami

Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England an<l Wales, &c., and the

explanations and excuses therein contained for their oxtraordin.iry actmn

in this matter. The Committee approve of the action of our (irandZ.,

and of the steps taken by him on every occasion to maintain and supp'rt
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the honor and dignity of this Grand Chapter, and to assert before the

whole Masonic World the right of this Grand Chapter to sovereign juris-

diction over all bodies of Royal Arch Masonry and its subordinate degrees

in this Province.

The Committee extend to the Grand Z. their sympathy in the difficult and
disagreeable duties, which as the Grand Z. of this Grand Cliapter he has

been called upon to perform, and they recommend the Grand Chapter to

show their approval of the course he has pursued and the steps he has

taken, by the adoption of themotion which it is their duty now to submit

for the consideration ol the Grand Chapter.

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter fully endorses the action of the Grand
Z. and the ofiFcers of the Grand Chapter in reference to the difficulty with

the Grand Mark Lodge of England and Wales, sustains the edict of non-
intercourse issued by the Grand Z. and Grand Scribe E., and approves of

the proceedings and correspondence had by them in the premises, for and
on behalf of this Grand Chapter, and futhermore this Grand Chapter
pledges itself to support the officers of this Grand Chapter, as well for the

past year as for the year to come, in their efforts to maintain the position

already taken, and to (iefend them against all legal proceedings threate "d

by our English brethren, for which purpose the proper officers are aulhor-

iied to employ such counsel as they may deem advisable, and make such
use of the funds of the Grand Chapter as may be necessary for the fore-

going purposes."

All the correspondence regarding the Grand Mark Lodge
appears in an ai)pendix. It covers over 40 pages, so it is

imi)ossible for us to give even a synopsis of it. VVe can only

state that the difficulty has arisen from the establishment by the

(irand Mark Lodge of England, of three Mark Lodges in the
city of Montreal. The only excuse offered for this invasion of

the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Quebec is that these

Mark Lodges were necessary to accomodate Master Masons
who belonged to Lodges in Quebec working under the Craft
Grand Lodge of England.
The Grand Z. very properly protested against this action,

and failing to receive any satisfaction, he issued an edict of
non-intercourse and appealed to the other Grand Chapters for

support. .

The action of the Grand Mark Lodge is the more unaccount-
able, as they had fully recognized the Grand Chapter of Quebec
and exchanged representatives, and still further to aggravate
the offence, they have actually attempted to constitute a Provin-
cial Grand Mark Lodge for the Province of Quebec.

After a careful perusal of all the correspondence, in which
both sides state their respective cases at great length, we are
unable to see the slightest justification for these proceedings on
!he part of the Grand Mark Lodge of England. They have
invaded the territory of a friendly power without warning, and
deliberately set up Lodges to work a degree in direct oppo-

1
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sition to the sovereign power having the sole control of that

degree in thai territory. No more flagrant violation of Masonic
comity has ever come under our notice, and the Grand Chapter

of Quebec could not do otherwise than resent the insult or lose

their self-respect.

In their endeavors to find excuses for their unlawful action,

the officers of the Grand Mark Lodge sneer at us as colonists

and seem to think that the Masons of this country have no

rights that they are in any way bound to respect. 'Fheir ideas

of Masonic equality sadly need revision.

It is our duty to uphold the Grand Chapter of Quebec at

this juncture, and to assist her with all our power. Other

Grand Chapters have spoken with no uncertain sound and we

jiredict a universal expression of opinion from all the Grand

Chapters on this continent in condemnation of this action of

the Grand Mark Lodge of England.

Comps. A. F. Simpson, J. P. Noyes and W. H. Whyte form

the Committee on Correspondence. They divided the work

and present a very interesting and readable report. Canada

for 1883 receives due notice.

M. E. Comp. H. L. Robinson, (Waterloo,) G. Z. .

R. E. Comp. David Seath, (Montreal,) G, S. E.

RHODE ISLAND.

We have the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for the years

1882 and 1883 in one pamphlet. The 84th Convocation was

held at Providence, March 14th, 1882.

The address of the Grand High Priest, Comp. John P. San-

born, states that Capitular Masonry has kept ample |)ace with

the symbolic degrees, and they have enjoyed great peace and

prosperity. We make the following extracts :

—

" I have granted the usual dispensations, to the Chapters that have asked

for the same, to omit July and August Convocations. As it is 1,'etling to be

the almost universal practice to omit work during the hot months, 1 wouiil

suggest to the Subordinate Chapters the propriety of amentHnj; their by-

laws so as to allow the omitting of these meetings without a formal dispen-

sation."
" The committee to whom was assigned the duty of preparing a copy of

the authorized work of the several degrees of Capitular Masonry, iiicliubng

also the full order of ceremonial procedure, have completed their labors,

and the same having been approved by the Grand High Priest, agreeably

to a vote of this Grand Chapter at its last Annual Convocation, lia.s now

become the authorized work of the several subordinate Chapters of this

jurisdiction. In behalf of the Committee, R. E. Companions Rugg.

Stiness and Luther, who have had this important work in charge, I would

say they have performed the duty assigned them most faithfully. The)

have written out the entire work and lectures of the several degrees, together

MA
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with a full and complete order of ceremonial procedure, and have made
ihe whole so plain that there need be no va "a'ions in the established work

by the various Chapters hereafter. This wo»k I have orderetl to be trans-

scribed, and when completed it will be placed in the hands of the Grand
Lecturer for official promulgation to the subordinate Chapters."

The following is the report of the Committee on Reprint,

which was adopted by the (irand Chapter :

—

"The Committee appointed under resolutions of the Grand Chapter
passed March 9, 1880, * to cause to be printed five hundred copies of the

Proceedings of this Grand Chapter from its organization to Sept. 14, 1858,

inclusive,' respectfully report, that it has completed its labors at an expense

of $563.34, and deposited the Proceedings with the Grand Secretary for

sale. The Committee as directed by the aforenamed resolution has fixed

the price at one and fifty one hun.lredths dollars ($1.50) per copy.

The Grand Secretary has under the direction of the Committee forwarded

certain copies of the Proceedings as required by the above named resolutions.

Your Commit!' * recommend that the Grand Secretary be instructed to for-

ward one copy to each of the following libraries :

The Rhode Island Historical Society; Hrown University; Providence
Public Library ; Providence Athenanim ; Boston Public Library ; Peoples
Library, Newport ; Crompton Free Library ; Rogers Free L'brary

;

Warren Library ; Central Falls Library ; Pawtucket Liliraiy."

A proposition to reduce the minimum fee for the degrees

from $30 to $20 was voted down.
It was unanimously

AVjf^/wr/, " That the Subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction may by
vote at any regular convocation prior thereto, omit holding the regular con-
vocations between the ist day of June and the 15th day of September
proximo."

The 85th Convocation was held March 13, 1883.

M. E. Comp. Samuel G. Stiness, G. H. P.

In his address he says :

—

" While the report of the Deputies who have visited the Chapters assigned
thein bring us good tidings that the utmost harmony exists within our juris-

diction, with the exception of Pawtucket and Providence Chapters but few
have been able to add to their roll of membership ; the reason for which
demands our serious consideration for I deem it the duty of the Grand
Chapter to foster and sustain those Chapters v'lich stand most in need of
our attention and assistance. And I am fully convinced that if the Chap-
ters were permitted to confer the degrees for a less sum than now charged
new life would be imparted and good material added to the fraternity.

The following dispensations have been granted during the year, and for
the following reasons :

To No. 2, to hold Regular Convocation May 23d, 1882, instead of May
30th, as the latter date was ' Election Day ' and Decoration Day.—To
No. 8 to change Annual from September 23d to 30th, and omit Regular
September 2d, 1882, as it was impossible to obtain the presence of the
members at the other dates.—To No. 9 to omit Regular from April to
November and hold Annual at any time when the presence of enough mem-
bers could be obtained to open the Chapter.—To No. 5 to omit August
Convocation.—To No. 4 to change Regular from October 25th to 27th,
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1882, as the Annual of the Lodrre occurred October 25lh and clian^'e

Regular from February 28th to 27th, 1S83, as it was impossible for a /ar^e

number of the candidates who were to be exalted to be present on the 28th,

and the II. V. desired to complete the work during the Masonic year.— To
No. I to change Regular from October ?6th to November 2d, as the High
Priest and most of the officers were in Philai'elphia, and to change Regular
from November 30th to Novembei 28th, as the 30th was ' Thanksgiving
Day,' and from February 22d to March 1st, as the 22d was a holiilay and
the Annual of Mount Vernon Lodge ; and I am most happy to say that no
other dispensations were askid for during t le year."

As an example of the free use of the dispensing power to

nullify the provisions of the constitution and by-laws the above

paragraph is instructive They have only ten Chapters, and

we are lost in conjecture as to the result of a similar course of

procedure in a jurisdiction where the Chapters number among
the hundreds. It suggests a pertinent query as to what is the

use of a constitution or of a code of by-laws. " No other

dispensations were asked for," and the inference is that if

others had been asked for, they would have been as freely

granted. There is nothing like asking for what you think you

want but we do not think that such asking should be

encouraged. The dispensing power should be exercised only

in cases of real necessity and the '^ore sparingly it is used the

better it will be appreciated. To grant these lequests simply

because they are asked is only to encourage further applic-

ations, which may be made upon the most frivolous pretexts,

and the danger is that it tends to diminish that reverence for

law and order which our fraternity so strongly inculcates.

The Committee on the address say :
—

'* The several dispensations granted during the year seem in no way 10

conflict with the spirit and intent of our standards and should be commended

as embodying that equitable adjustment of legal provisions to (he varying

necessity which is of the es.sence of the highest form of law.

The suggestion that our Grand Representatives be clothed with functions

which shall make them more than a name, and that commissions be limited

as to time seems worthy of careful consideration. Such a plan would

doubtless serve to bring the several Grand Bodies into closer and more

friendly relations.

The recommendation that power be granted to confer degrees for a less

sum than the present springs from the Grand High Priest's knowleilge of

the needs of the subordinate Chapters and should, therefore, not be suffered

to pass unheeded.
In suggesting that the Grand Lodge be requested to notify this Body of

expulsions and suspensions in the Lodges, the Grand High Priest touches

upon a grave and patent evil. While this Committee do not now feel pre-

pared to present a specific plan, they feel that this Grand Chapter may pro-

fitably make this important matter the subject of serious consideration.

The plan for presenting the ritual of the Mark Master's Degree by a corps

of officers so ably qualified is worthy of special commendation, and your

Committee feel that a part of each Annual Convocation could not be more
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iirofitably spent than in vvilncssing ihc cxcniplilicalion of one of the degrees."

A conimiltec was appointed to prepare an amendment to

the constitution, defining the status of all unafifiliated master

masons.

M. E. Com p. S. G. Stiness, (Pawtucket) G. H. P.

R. E. Com p. VVm. R. Greene, (Providence) G. S.

TENNESSEE.

The 55th Convocation was held at Nashville, January 28th,

1884.

M. E. Comp James 1). Richardson, G. H. P.

He issued a dispensation for one new Chapter.

On the subject of their Grand Lecturer, he says :

—

" At tilt Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter, one year ago, it

was decided that whenever, in the opinion of the first four Grand officers,

a competent Companion could be employed to instruct the Chapters, the

Grand High I'riest was authorized and empowered to send it a Grand
Lecturer ior that purpose. In obedience to this formal expression, and
after a full conference wiih iviy colleagues in office, we determined to place

a (Jrand Lecturer in the field. The position was tendered to our M. E.
Companion John W. Hughes, Past Grand High Priest, and the same was
liy him accepted. From the well-known character of thi.s worthy
Companion there can be no doubt but that he has done efficient and
valuable work, and that as a result much good will follow to Capitular

Masonry in our jurisdiction. I herewith submit the report made to me
uffiicialy by the Grand Lecturer, thus permitting him to tell in his own
ianguaj^e what he has accomplished and in what condition he found the
Order. If the financial condition of the Grand Chapter will at all warrant
such action I recommend respectfully that provision be again made for this

officer, and that a Grand Lecturer be kept in the field actively at work for

at least anothei year."

He reports no dissensions, and that the order is in better

condition than heretofore, and he thinks that this is owing
more to the Grand Lecturer than any other one cause.

The report of the Grand Lecturer is as follows :

—

" Sir,— I desire to submit the following as my report as Grand Lecturer :

fhe commission you sent me bearing date, July 19, 1883, I received August
1st. I repaired at once to Nashville to consult Companion F'oster and
others to place myself in harmony with the work and lectures of the Grand
Chapter.

On my return home, I addressed a letter to all the Subordinate Chapters
throughout the State, informing them of my appointment as State Lecturer
Aug. 9th, except those in Nashville, Murfreesboro, Knoxville, Chattanooga,
Memphis and Jackson, for the reason that these had the work and lectures.
and in a good healthy condition. I started on my work the I2lh day of
August

; visited Lexington and Mifllin. These two Chapters had made no
ftport, nor paid any dues for two years. I succeeded in getting them to
niakea report and pay their dues to the Grand Chapter ; instructed them in
the work and lectures ; they have gone to work ; have conferred some
degrees, and are now in a healthy condition.

MM
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At Chester and Gravel Hill I accuinplislied l)iit little, in conse(|utnL'c uf

sickness in the comnuinity. At Savannah ni)thin^ was done, because of a

failure in the mail ; they diti -lot jjet my letter nnlil the day I visited them.
In my work I had alloltcd to the above nametl Chapters three ilays, hut

owing to their varied condition I was convinced that further inforniatioii was
actually necessary ; hence, I sent to the II. l*. of the Chapters to be visited

the following circular :

Septeml)er I, 1883.

Companion High Priests :

IMease answer the fcdiowing questions :

Give name of your Chajner ?

Does your Chapter meet regularly ?

Do your members pay regular dues ?

Have you the work and lectures up all right ?

Do you desire instruction in the work and lectures ?

T*lease fill out this sheet and send me by mail at your earliest cim-

venience.

About fifteen Chapters have filled out the sheet as reciuested and returiu-d

to me. Eight of this number, from report, are in good working condilion.

Receiving reports from about one-fourth of the Chapters in the .State, I was

left entirely ignorant of the condition of those not reporting, and not know-

ing the time necessary to allot to each one, I had to lay out my work and

shape my course as best I could.

I have visited all the Chapters in East Tennessee, except Rhea Springs,

Dandridge and Jonesboro.

I have, and will visit, all the Chapters in West Tennessee, except al

Germantown and Somerville.

I have visited all the Chapters in Middle Tennessee, except those east of

the Nashville & Chattanooga Railroad.

I have spent with the Chapters visited from one day and night to three.

The most difHcult part of my labor has been to inspire the Companions

with a zeal in the work.
I have been faithful in duty day and night during the time I have been

engaged ; have lost some time in consequence of the affliction and death of

my only brother. I have not accomplished all I could desire, but have

done what I could '".nder the circumstances.

As to the continuance of a Grand Lecturer, I suggest, if the funds of the

Grand Chapter justify, that he be continued for one year longer at least,

Capitular Masonry is on the advance. Much more good can be accomplished

next year than has been this. A great deal of my time has been employed

in ascertaining what could be done to resuscitate semi-dormant Chapters.

Nearly all promise to make report, and pay dues, and go to work, believing

a brighter day is dawnirig upon them.
My traveling expenses have been about one hundred and twenty-five

dollars. I have used my horse and buggy about sixty days, in reaching

points where I could not have the advantage of public conveyance.

The Companions in most cases have freely and voluntarily paid my hotel

bills. Out of the $600 appropriated to pay the Grand Lecturer, I have

received from Companion Woodward, Treasurer, $300.
I prefer that the Grand Chapter shall say what deduction, if any, shall

be made for loss of time as above specified.

I have been kindly received everywhere and not a single instance in

which the work and the lectures were not heartily received by the Com-

panions. In many places, after we would close at the hall, the Companions

would return with me to my room, and we would lecture them until altc.
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midnipht ; nnd we would have a real Mnsenic lo^et'casl, at the close of

which, the Compunion.s would express their rtjjrets that I had to leave

iheni so soon.

While there was no action of the Grand Chapter requiring a rei)ort from

the (Jrand Lecturer, yet, as a servant of the (irand Chapter, I feel it to be

my duty to make a report to you as the presiding officer.
'

The sum of $300 was voted to be expended under the

direction of the Grand High Priest for lecturing in the Chapters

which had not been visited by the Grand Lecturer.

The sum of $100 was voted to the Masonic Library

association of Nashville.

M. E. Con.p. David J. Pierce, (Chattanooga) G. H. P.

R. E. Comp. John Frizzell, (Nashville) G. S.

TEXAS.

The 34th Convocation was held at Houston, December
nth, 1883.

M. E. Comp. S. M. Williams, G. H. P.

He granted several dispensations for the installation of

officers in public. He believes in this practice, and thinks

that much good would result to the Chapters if it was more
generally adopted. In this we disagree. Such public appear-

ances can only be made in order to attract outsiders and
invite them to become members. Such invitations are contrary

to the genius and spirit of our institution. Here, we would as

soon think of conferring a degree in public, as we would of

installing our officers in public.

Among the decisions we notice the following :

—

" A brother, having been elected to receive the Royal Arch and
Appendant Degrees, before receiving them moves to another jurisdiction.

His Chapter, under seal, requests the Chapter of the jurisdiction moved
to confer them, which they agree to do, by a unanimous vote,

provided it is lawful. Can the Degrees be conferred by a sister Chapter,
and will it be necessary to spread the ballot again in the Chapter doing the
work?

Answer—A Chapter can confer the Degrees for a sister Chapter out of
courtesy, first satisfying themselves that the person applying is the party
named in the communication. Of course due notice of such intent mvM be
given to all of the members, and official notice given by the Secretary of
his Chapter as soon as the Degrees are conferred. The ballot in the
Chapter where elected is Sufficient."
" On May 29th, I received the following query from the High Priest of

Lone Star Chapter, No. 6, of Austin :

Our Chapter has built and now owns in the city of Austin, a building
known as the Masonic Temple. We are thinking of dedicating it. Can
« be dedicated by the Gra.id Chapter, or by the Grand High Priest ?
Answer—In my opinion, it is in accordance with ancient usage

and the c istoaci of the Craft, that Masonic buildings should be dedicated
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I)y the (irand L'xijjf, and I thori-fort; siijj^;osl thai application he made
through the Li)(lgc to the (iraiid Mastir."

Ho advocates |>r()m|)l action in the (Quebec matter, uiid the

(iraiuJ (Miaptcr passed the following resolution :
—

Kfsolved, -That the IJraiKl Koyal Arch Chapter <if Texas hen-hy

MispiTjds all Masonic iiilcrroiirse with the (iraii(l Lodge ot Mark Master

Masons (,f Knt;lanil and Wales until sai I Grand Lod^;e of Mark M uur
Masons shall rescind its action l)y revoking the Charters granted for Loili»es

within the jurisdiction of the (Jrand Koyal Arch Chapter of (^)uel)ec."

'I'he reports of the (Irand Visitors show that they performed

their duties with great devotion, and that the Cljapters are in

general good condition.

There is no repcjrt on correspondence.

M. K. Comp. (1. W. Fostet, (Nelsonville,) (l. H. !».

R. K. Conij). Robert lirewster, (Houston,) (i. S.

VI1U;INIA.

The 76th Annual Meeting was held at Harrisonburg, July ^rst,

1883.

I'he condition of the craft is thus described byCoinp. Henry

\V. Murray, G. H. R, in his annual address :
—

*' Peace and harmony prevail among the Chapters and C'oinpanioiis

throughout our borders. No note of discord have I hear<l, and while

Capitular Masonry is not in as flourishing a condition as it ought to he-
while some of the Chapters are doing nothing, or next to notliing, for the

good anil for the advancement of the institution, yet I think I can saftly

say, it is evidently improving. Many of the Chapters are doing well, ami

others of them are doing better now than they have heretofore ; and I trust

that the results of the measures which you may adopt at this Convocatiuii

will be to give an impetus to our time-honored institution for great jjuod,

Coinpanions, be true to yourselves and to the Craft at lar>,'e. \V(irk

faithhdiy for the upbuilding of our mystic temple, and in your daily lives

act out the principles which are inculcated in your Chapters. Do this ami

you cannot fail."

In the report of the special committee on the (irand High

Priest's address we find the following remarks :
—

"Your committee were inclined to iloubt the decision of the Grami

High Priest in giving an affirmative answer to the question, *' Has a

member of a Chapter a right to stop the advacement of a Brother hv

objection, without stating the cause thereof,' upon the ground that the

General Regulation, passed in 1873, was the law of the case. It is as

follows :

* That any Companion has the right to object to the advancement of a

candidate at any time, but the objection shall be submitted to the Council,

the ruling of the Grand High Priest.
'

The later provision is as fo'lows

;

' Any Companion has the right to object to the advancement of a can-

'^-^cA
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course, repeals hy implicalion, the law <>l 1S73.

Hut your coinmillt'c deem it lluir duly hi report tlial the law of 1S7J is

the Mi>er and more just. A Hrulher who does not take the trouble to

altcnd a ineetinj; at whiih a canditlale is to he balloted for, should not l)e

allowed sulisc(piently to prevent the candidate's advancement, without

aisigiiiiig tiic yrouiid of his objection, or some reason therefor. Voitr com-

mittee believe that the t'ouncil are always (pialified to judge wisely and well

upon such a cpiestion."

Wt a^ree with the Coinniittcc.

The time and place tor the next Convocation was left to the

discretion of the Cirand Council.

There are 33 Chapters, with a membership of 1,884, ^n

increase during the year of 93.

M. K. Comp. W. H. H. Lynn, (Stat iton,) (;. H. I*.

R. K Comp William H. Isaacs, (Richmond,) Ci. S.

WISCONSIN.

The 34tri Convocation was held at Milwaukee, February 19th,

1884.

M. K. (^omjj Homer S. Goss, G. H. V.

His address opens with an eloquent tribute to the memory
of Charles K G. Collins, P.G.H.F., and 1\G.M., who died on
the i8th December last, universally regretted. He was held in

great res|)ect and his death is spoken of as a public calamity.

The decisions nq)orted are :
—

" 1st. A Companion who has remained voluntarily non- iffiliated vvi;;h a

Lodpo for more than two years, then petitioned a I^odgt lor membership
anul is rejected, is he in good standing with his ch. -r ?

Answer. Yes. Having complied with the requirement of the constitu-
tion by applying for membership in a Lodge, his status in the Chapter is

ihe same as though he had been elected and not rejected in the Lodge.
Question. A canilidate petitions a Chapter in this jurisdiction for the

degrees and is rejected ; afterwards moving to the state of New York,
petilioiis a Chapter there, is elected and receives the degrees without the
knowledg'; or consent of the Chapter first petitioned. Again becoming
a resident in the jurisdiction of the Chapter rejecting him, should he be
permilied to visit the Chapter ?

Answer. The Companion having been exalted in a legally constituted
Chapter, and in due form, is a Royal Arch Mason in good standing, and
entitled to recognition as such ; but if he has been guilty of unmasonic con-
duct kriowingly, either in obtaining the degrees or otherwise, he is subject
t" discipline, anti should be tried for the offense.

Question. Can a Chapter transact business, such os receiving and refer-
ring petitions, in short, any business that would naturally come before it,

with a less number than nine of it3 members present ?

Answer. For all purposes except opening and closing and the work of
conferring the degrees, nine Royal Arch Masons, members of the Chapter,
Me necessary to constitute a quorum.

7> Wm.^ vJ

^.11.1^='"



Uii,

«l

.!

h'.

Hi;:;

fi.;-

80 GRAND CHAPTER OF CANADA.

Question. A protest having been made in due form, is it necessary thai

chargps should be preferred and a trial had in order to prevent the advance-

ment of a candidate who has received a part of the Chapter decrees ?

Answer. The right to protest against the advancement of a candidate is

recognized in all departments of Masonry, nor has the High Priest or the

Chapter a right to demand the reason or question the motive of the Com-
panion objecting ; consequently it i» not necessary that charges should be

preferred and a trial had to prevent the advancement of a candidate."

The first decision is based on a local regulation. With the

last decision we do not agree. VVe think that the candidate

who has been balloted for and accepted, and received one of

the Chapter degrees has a right to be treated justly and fairly,

and has a right to demand the reason or motive of any objec-

tion to his advancement.

The former Grand Secretary, John VV. Woodhull, proved to

be short in his cash and sent in his resignation, which the Grand

High Priest accepted, and appointed Comp. John W. Laflin in

his place.

One new Chapter received a dispensation.

On their finances Comp. Goss says :

—

" For several years past our <?xpenses have been in excess of our receipts.

This, with the loss we have sustained through our !ate Grand Secretary,

has left our treasury short for the last half of the year : and of the orders

signed by me, those in favoi' of the

Grand Lecturer, for $270 00

Grand Secretary 400 00

Delegates to General Grand Chapter 300 00

Grand Secretary, postage 20 50

Floral emblem 15 00

Grand High Priest, postage, express, &c 6 00

amounting to $1012.00, have remained unpaid until the present time, and

must, therefore, be paid out of the receipts of ihis last year's dues. So you

can readily see that it will require careful management (or the coming year

to enable up to pay the expenses and sustain the credit of the Grand Chap-

ter, or our revenue must be increased.

It seems to me that we should endeavor to confine our expenses within

our present receipts, for I feel that to tax our subordinate Chapters more

than at present, without extraordinary reasons for doing so, would be

wrong ; and rather than do so even for one year, to mee^ the present emer-

gency, I would prefer that the pay roll of the present session be used, pro-

vided this could be done ; but this is a matter for the consideration of the

finance committee, and we will leave it in their hands."

On the subject of Quebec and the Grand Mark Lodge of

England, he believes it to be an excellent rule never to inter-

fere with other people's quarrels, yet he also believes that the

principle of Masonic jurisdiction is right and should be main-

tained. "

The Trustees reported that the former Grand Secretary had
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received $2,531.50, and had paid over to the Grand Treasurer

$1,031.00, leaving still due by him .$1,500.50.

The following res'^lution was referred to the Committee on
Jurisprudence and subsequently adopted :

—

" iVhereas, The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and
Wales has, in direct violation of the law of sovereignty which is recognized

by every Grand Masonic body on this continent, invaded the jurisdiction

of the (irand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Quebec, by establishing

two Lodges of Mark Master .Masons, and by forming a Provincial Grand
Loilgc within its province ; and

iPhfreas, The protests and remonstrances of the Grand Chapter of

(Quebec have been unheeded or treated with contempt ; and

Whereas, The Grand Z. of the Grand Chapter of Quebec did, on the

13th of October, 1883, by proclamation, suspend all Masonic intercourse

between said Grand Chapter and its subordinates and said Grand Lodge
of Mark Masters of England and Wales, and its subordinates ; therefore

/u-so/vei/, That this Grand Chapter views with surprise and condem-
nation this gross violation of the law of Masonic .sovereignty, and unwar-
rantable invasion of the jurisdiction of a sister Grand Chapter, by the said

tjrand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales, and hereby
extends to the Grand Chapter of (Quebec its hearty sympathy, co-operation

and support.

The Finance Committee recommended an assessment on the

Chapters to raise $700 to meet the deficit, such assessment to

be credited to the Chapters on their dues for the ensuing year.

This plan was endorsed by the Grand Chapter.

The Grand Lecturer reported a marked improvement in the

work and in the general condition of the Chapters, financially

and otherwise.

The following resolution was rejected :

—

''Resolved, That Section 13, of Article 2, of the Constitution does not
liri)hibit any Subordinate Chapter from conferring the Chapter degrees
upon a Master .Vlason who po.isesses the rec|uisite physical (lualitications to

in.iblt,' him to comply with all of the ceremonies of Royal Arch Masonry,
with the aitl of artificial appliances, in cases of misfortune occuring while a
Master Mason in good standing."

The rejjort on correspondence is byComp.W. C. Swain, and
"pons as follows :

—

" Vour Committee, in presenting this, his initial report to the Royal
Lraft, acknowledges feeling what he considers a very becoming diffidence,
in consenting to step into the position so long and so well filled by Comp.
^"Urill, and regards himsell something like a boy in his father's boots ;

l»iu will endeavor to rattle around a little in them, and possibly make up
f'lr other short-comings by a boyish amount of sauciness.

We have not adopted Comp. Cottrill's style, because that belonged to
liini, and we di,! not considei it safe to poach upon his manor, so long as he
^^^snear, 10 take summary vengeance."

He starts right off in his own style, which we consider quite
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good enough for anybody. Under the head of Alabama, lie

.says :
—

" CoiTip. Pillans gives Wisconsin short but kindly mention. He ask^

Comp. Cottrill for enlightenment in regard to our Committee on Distribu-

tion of Keys. As Cottrill is no longer ' to the fore,' we will endeavor to

give a farthing-candle ray of light. He will ememb'tr the story of Rabelais,

who, in a council of the wise physicians o\ hi< day, over an unfortunate

victim, listened silently for some time to their learned tlisquisitions upon
aperients, and finally withdrew in disgust to the back yard, where he built

a fire, hung over it a kettle of water, and placed therein a huge key, which

he proceeded to stir around. His fellow esculapians desired enligiiteiuiiciU,

and he gravely informed them that a key was the best aperient he knew of.

And, Comp. Pillans, we consider a key the best aperient for the mysteries

of the Chapter.

He is of the opinion that the attitude of the General Grand Council and

of those jurisdictions which do not accjuiesce in the formation of that body,

threatens trouble. We do not agree with him. We are of the opinion

that, like the cats in the fable, when the monkey was dividing the cheese

for them, there will soon not be cheese enough left to quarrel alxnil. We
have, for some time, in regard to the Council, been asking the (juestion,

' Can these dry bunes live ?
' and the answer appears to be a negative one

We, with others, labored faithfully in this jurisdiction to build uj) the

Cryptic rite, and have to acknowledge failure. And the reason is not lai

to seek. The logic of events proved too strong for us. In the ' struggle

for existence,' and the 'survival of the fittest,' the Council goes to the wall.

While admitting the beauty of the degrees, and their instructiveness, we

must also admit, that in the multiplicity of rites, there is not sufilicicnt room

for them. In most localities, those who are active and competent workers

in our Order, find an ample field for their usefulness in their Lodge, Chap-

ter and Commandery, and have absolutely no time left to be devoted to the

Council. We venture to say that Comp. Drumniond does nut show his

face in a subordinate Council three times a year, and that in Comp. 0>-

goodby's own jurisdiction, the majority of Councils are as deadasjuiiib

Ctesar."

He thinks that a .strict con.struction of the |)o\vers of Grand

High Priests would debar a f.hief officer frotii acting in eiiiei

gencies constantly occurring and he believes that a Grand HL'li

Priest is clothed with all the powe .^ of the Grand Chapter

during its recess, except that of changing its organic law.

Canada for 1883 receives a good notice.

Under " Nebraska," he says :—
"Comp. E. V. Warren submitted the Report on Correspondence. Ih'

opens with a discussion of the effect of suspension from membership, m

which he very ably and learnedly and stongly dissents from the views ot

Comps. Urunimond and Dadmun. We got a headache in trying to

impregnate our inner con.sciousness with all the fine points evolved liy uk

three learned commentators, and finally found ourselves very much in tlio

condition of mind of King James, when he deposed his j\idge.s ami

undertook the trial of a cause himself. He first listened to the argununis

of counsel on one side, and was so thoroughly convinced that he w.is al>oiit

to decide the case at once, but was finally persuaded to hear the other !>idt'
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whose arguinenls were equally convincing ; whereupon he called them all a

pack of knaves and closed the court."

And under " Quebec," :

—

" As this unfortunate difficulty is liable to lead to disturbance, we have

felt justified in giving considerable space to it. The action of the Grand
Marie Lodge of England is in such direct conflict with the law of sovereignty

which obtains in every jurisdiction on this continent, that we feel sure that

its condemnation will be emphatic ; and as the Grand Mark Lodge has

derived the greater part of the consideration it has enjoyed in the Masonic
world from th^ recognition extended to it by the General Grand Chapter

of the United Slates, that condemnation is sure to be felt."

We are glad to notice that Comj). Swain is no friend to

"cheap" Masonry. Instead of lowering the fee to $20, he
thinks it should be raised to $50. So do we. The result

would undoubtedly be better material, better Chapters, better

work, more benevolence and an elevation of the standard of

the Royal Craft. We do not proselytize, we do not solicit men
to join our fraternity, and we want only the best men to become
mcnihcrs and only those who do not desire to join from selfish

motives. A higher fee might perhaps keep out some few good
men, and wealth is not always an indication of good principles,

yet, on the whole, and judging by the comparative value of

money now and in former times, we think that the present fees

are too low.

M. M Comp. Edwin J. Farr, (Eau Claire,) G.H.P.
R. E. Comp. John W. Laflin, (Milwaukee,) G. S.

CONCLUSION.

The proceedings which have been received and the years of
their issue are stated in the following list :

General (irand Chapter .... 1883
Alabama ... 18S3
Arkansas 1883
California 1884
Colorado 1883
Connecticut 1884
IV-laware 1884
Kisirici of Columbia 1883
C>eorj.;ia 1884
Illinui' 1883
Indiana 1883
^"'"^-^ 1883
l^'insas ,884
•^•"lucky ,883
Louisiana 1884
^'••^'"^' ...1883

The

Maryland 1883
Massachusetts 1883
.Michigan 1884
Nevada 1882-3
New Hampshire 1883
New Jersey 1883
New Vork 1884
Ohio 1883
Oregon . 1883
Pennsylvania. 1883
(Quebec 1884
Rhode Island 1882-3
Tennessee 1884
Texas 1883
Virginia . . 1883
Wisconsin 1884

^ have lot been received: Florida, 1884;
Minnesota, 18S3

; Mississippi, 1884 ; Missouri, 1884 ; Nebraska,

loiiowmg
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1883 ; North Carolina, 1884 ; Nova Scotia, 1882 and 1883, and
Vermont, 1884.

A complete list would include South Carolina and West
Virginia, which publish their proceedings only every second

year, and were noticed in our last report.

All of which is fraternally submitted.

COLLINGWOOD, OnT., CaNADA,
July loth, 1884.

Henry Robertson,
Chairman.
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