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¢ I'm off then out of this dark dismal
hole ofa place,’ exclaimed Charles Bell,
ashemadefor the doorof hisdingy dwel-
ling. *No—no—DMary, you needna be
crymn’ and sobbing there, for I'll not
spend my last night o' the year in a
fireless, supperless, cheerless garret—
So a happy New Year to you a’, and
when the clock stnLes twelve, I mean
to shake hands wi' it in a cheery
fashion, an’ I know where to go for
that.’

So saying he flung off the arm of his
wife, which had grasped his tattered
coat to hold him back, and uttering a
hoarse angry, ‘be quiet there, will you,’
banged the door after him, and was
one.

Mary Bell knew too well whither her
husband was gone; and sick at heart
as well as jaded in body and mind, she
sank into a chair, and covering her face
with her apron, sobbed aloud. Little
Alice, a golden haired child of five sum-
mers, was in 2 moment at her mother'’s
side, and clambering upon her knee,
drewaside theapron, and while hersweet
blue eyes glistened at the sight of her
mother’s fast-falling tears, she strove, in
her childish way, to cheer and comfort
her. But it seemed as if the poor heart
was too pained to be soothed even by
such sweet caresses ; for Mary heeded
not the little tinkling voice, warbling
forth its music of love ; and even the
soft touch of the little arms thrown
tenderly round her neck, served only
to increase her grief. In broken sobs
she cried aloud, ¢ Oh, Ahe' Ahe ! what
is to become of you, an’ us a’P—your
father will bréak my heart.’

At this moment a gentle tap was
heard at the door.

Mary started—the stirring of a leaf
would have raised the beating of her
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MARY BELL; OR, THE WIFE AT HOME.

BY J. W. M., IN CHRISTIAN TREASURY.

heart—and hastening to the deor, she
opened it with a trembling hand.
¢Oh, it’s you, Miss Gray — come in,
come away in, youre the very
one I would best like to see. Charlie’s
off again ; I told you he would never
mind. ‘Wae’s me, but it’s an awfu’
thing that drink. It breaks bones, an’
breaks hearts, and digs a hantel graves.
I’m sure mine ’ill be near ready by this
time. Oh dear! oh dear !" and Mary
again sank into her chair.

Miss Gray was the Bible woman of
the district, and a tried and welcome
friend of the families she visited. It
was a common remark with them, that
‘she aye left things better than she
found them ; and tr uly she had carried
sunshine mto homes, where nothing
but gloom had reigned.

One great obstaclé¢ to her work she
found, n the too general custom of
the wives and mothers to leave their
own dwellings and go out during the
day to work or wash thinking by this
means to increase thexr income. She
had labored to prove to such their mis-
take, and the sorrowful train of evils
whichsucha practiceinevitably brought.
The case of Mary Bell was one in
point, and she was prayerfully striving
by unwearied but judicious effort and
advice, to induce her once for all to
relmquxsh her habit of going out to
wash.

Many talks they had had on the
subject, and often had Miss Gray
pointed out to Mary the ruin she was
bringing on her family, and mdeed had
already brought.

It was truly a cheerless scenc from
which Charles Bell had angrily fled;
and as Miss Gray glanced round the
room, she scarcely felt surprised that
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he had hastened to exchange it for one
of more outward comfort.

The fire was out, and the grate fall
of dusty ashes; the few articles of furni-
ture lay tumbled about in.all directions,
for little Alice, when left alone, amused
herseli by playing with them, to the
serious injury of the ricketty old things.
The wind whistled drearily through
the broken panes of glass, and the cold
gusts swept shiveringly across the room,
causing the solitary candle alternately
to flare and flicker, and threaten every
moment to leave the forlorn little party
in total darkness. The doors of a
cupboard swung upon their hinges,
and displayed empty shelves.

It was this Jast discovery which had
so exasperated Charles, and driven him
to the moxe inviting back shop of the
neighboring public-house.

the agitated worn wife, and then sat
herself resolutely to impart warmth and
comfort to the dwelling. She sorted
and gathered some pieccs of coal from
among the ashes, and arranging a few
bits of stick undernéath, lighted the
pile. But a gust of wind blew across
the grate, and extinguished the light.
Miss Gray hastened to the window,
and with Alie's rag doll to fill up one
aperture, and a handful of paper for
the other, succeeded in repelling the
unruly element.

At last the fire burned brightly, and
the kettle sang out its cheerful music.
Miss Gray glanced at the empty cup-
board, and Mary, who had watched
her operations admiringly, exclaimed,
‘you needna seek for nothin’ there,
Miss Gray, we finished every bit last
night an’ I had to leave so early this
mornin’ for Mrs. Pigot’s big washing,
that I had no time to get in naething
but jist Alie’s bit piece. I told Jim to
see afterthings, but to a’ appearance he
has. forgot.” Miss Gray, however,
had help for this emergency too, for
opening her well known bag, she took
from it a small packet of tea, and an-
other of sugar, which she told Mary,
Miss Ellis, a lady interested in the

Miss Gray saida few kind words to
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family, had sent her as a New Vear’s
gift.  Poor Mary’s eyes sparkled with
pleasure, and a ray of hope flitted
across her very interesting face. Little
Alie  produced some remains of
the bread which she had saved from
dinner, and soon a comfortable meal
was spread before the little party.

‘I'm sae muckle obleeged to you,
Miss Gray,’ said Mary, ‘youw’re aye just
a sunbeam in this dark weary place,
an’ Jim an’ Johnnie will have a” good
cup o’ tea when they come home.
But oh, Miss Gray, its Charlie I'm sae
gricved atout. He never stops at
home noo, an’ the boys, too, are
sair changed, an’ fallen away.’

Miss Gray, who had delayed speak-
ing to Mary until the jaded frame had
been warmed and refreshed, and until
little Alie had been laid to sleep, now
scized her opportunity to press home
upon Mary's mind the faci, that the
continual absence of herself from home
was the one baneful cause of the misery
of that home.  *When I think of you,
as I first knew you, a happy wife and
mother in your pretty house, and con-
trast the past with your present circum-
stances, my heart is indeed pained,
and I can track your downward course,
step by step, from that evil hour
when—'

‘When what?' interrupted Mary
eagerly.

¢ When you made your first engage-
ment to leave the sphere which God
intended you to occupy, and begin the
systera of going out to wash.’

For the sake ofthose of our readers
who may wish to know something of
the happy home of Mary Bell’s early
married life, we shall briefly lay before
them one or two passages of her past
history. )

Previous to her marriage she lived
in service, and by her cleanly habits,
obliging disposition and thorough know-
ledge of laundry work, became a valu-
able and trustworthy member of various
families in which she served. At the
age of twenty-three, she was married
from Colonel Bruce’s house to Charles
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Bell, a promising young tradesman, to | Bruce’s, with all of whom she was a
young y s I

whom she was sincerely attached, and
who, in his turn loved his black-cyed
affectionate Mary, with the true love
of his manly heart.

His wages were good, and he was
rising steadily in his trade. With
their joint savings they were able to
rent a neat two-roomed house in a new
block of buildings just then finished
for workmen’s houses.

Very proud and happy they were to
call this dwelling their home, and few
young couples ever entered upon life
with lighter hearts or brighter pros-
pects.

A handsome chest of drawers, the
gift of her late mistress, Mrs. Bruee,
ornamented the inner-voom ; and the
cheerful clock in the kitchen was the
gift of the dear young ladies -of the
family. The furniture was plain, but
suitable and gocd; and the cupboard,
to which our readers have already been
introduced, was of a master-picce of
Charlie’s, and, in Mary’s eyes, the
greatest ornament they possessed.
There was a pleasant surprise in store
for Mary connected with the cuptoard.
The manufacture of it had been kept
a profound secret from her, and not
until she entered her new home on
her wedding-night, did she know of its
existence at all. In eager haste she
scrutinized the handsome piece of
workmanship ; and- after having ad-
miringly gazed on the smooth polished
outside, and lovingly eulogized the
skilful hand that had done it all, she
turned the key and opened its doors.
But what an unexpected sight met her
eyes! Infone corner there lay wrapt
in paper a handsome family Bible, the
gift of her kind and faithful minister.

* Then she found in a lower shelf a

canister filied with tea, and sundry
jars ranged in order, which were res-
pectively filled with sugar, rice, and
barley, ‘all to her very hand,’ as she
excitedly remarked to Charles.

These articles so considerately pro-
vided for the young housekeeper, were
the gift of her fellow-servantsat Colonel

great favorite.

The kindness of their friends was
gratefully commented on ; the beauti-
ful Bible was hailed by both as a peer-
less gift, and the first night of their
married life saw the family dltar reared
in their own sweet home.

Thus three years passed happily
away. Charles had full and rcgular
cmployment, and, if his hours were
long, his wages were good, and his
health robust. Mary kept her housc
bright and neat, and Chatic ever
looked forward throughout a toilsome
day, to his cheerful evenings at his own
fireside. -

Besides the company of Mary, he
had now the sweet prattle of a littte
son to amuse and interest him, and |
possessed of such domestic happiness,
he was proof againstall the temptations
of his companions 'to join them in their
visits to the public-house.

At the end of this time, however, a
shadow fell across the sunshine of his
home—a shadow, too, which darkened
as it grew, and finally settled down on
their life’s horizon ; and the way in
which it came was the following :

One evening Mrs. Bruce’s house-
keeper knocked at Mary’s door, and
considerably agitated, informed her,
that Anp, the laundry-maid, had fallen
and broken herleg, and had that after-
noon been taken to the infirmary.
Mrs. Bruce had sent to ask Mary to
oblige her by taking Ann’s place until
a substitute could be got. Mary could .
not refuse, and promised to be at
the house next morning belore three
o'clock. .

Did Mary act wisely in consenting
to this request? Doubtless she did in
thus relieving her kind mistress from
her difficulty.

But her ervor lay here, she did not
cease from such labor when het tem-
porary engagement with Mrs. Bruce
ended. She had imbibed a strong de-
sire to make money, to increase their
income, and no persuasion could in-
duce her to relinquish the plan she had
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formed of going out regularly to wash.
She waited upon Mrs Bruce to ask her
recommendation to families of her
acquaintance. This was readily ob-
tained, and Mary had sonn more appli-
cations for her service than she could
possibly fulfil.  Her thirst for money
grew, and she fretted and worried her-
self because she could not take on hand
with every washing that was offered to
her.

Mary did not prosecute her self
willed course unwarned.  Miss Gray
was faithful to her trust, and cautioned
her that if she voluntarily quitted her
God-designed sphere, and daily left the
home in which as a wife and mother
she should have realized her duty and
her happiness, a train of evil and of
misery would surely follow. But Mary
refused to be advised, and turned a
deaf ear to the voice of wisdom and of
love.

Reader, you have entered with us
into the happy home of Charles and
Mary Bell, and traced those brief pas-
sages of their early married life; come
with us once more into another scene,
and say, if you can recognise in those
miserable inmates, the faces of old
friends.

It is a cold winter morning, and the
neighboring church clock has just
struck three, Mary, for it is herself,
indeed, starting from her broken rest,
has risen, and hastily throwing on her
clothes, 1s ready to set out for Mrs.
Gardiner’s washing.

¢Jim,’ she said, kindly but fretfully,
shaking her eldest son, who lay fast
asleep. ¢Jim, I'm late this mornin’,
yow'l} light the fire before father rises,
and be sure and make Alie’s porridge
before you go.” So saying, she opened
the door and was gone.

Things are changed, sadly changed,
with the Bells.

The pretty house in the new build-
ings has been exchanged for a small
dark room in a gloomy close.  There
is no time now for moérming worship,
and the nights find Mary so Worn, and
Charles so constantly out, that God'’s
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blessing on them, as a family, is no
longer sought.

The sleepers this morning prolonged
as usual their slumbers, and the relent-
less church clock sung out six o'clock,
the hour which Charles and his sons
should have Dbeen at their respective
works.

Jim, whose sleep had been unbroken,
was aroused by the noise of his father
slamming the door behind him in a
way indicative of his anger and dis-
comfort at having to leave the house
ona cold frosty morning with a shiver-
ing body and nothing to break his fast,
Late though he was, he had time to
turn aside to the public-house, and pay
his customary visit.

‘Nothing like a good dram, Mr.
Bell,’ said Glass, the landlord, *for
varming the body and raising the
spirits.’

+ The taste for drink is soon acquired,
and momning and night now found
Charles Bell hastening from his cheer-
less miserable home to drown care in
—drink. Jim and Johmnie had no
time this morning to make Alie’s por-
ridge, but after an angry quarrel, which
but for Alie’s interposition, had ended
ina fight, they set out, grumbling that
there was ‘naething to eat and nobody
to care whether they were dead or alive.’
Alie, who longed for her porridge,
thought she could easily make them
herself, and commenced operations.
As, however, she was bending over the
pot, she tilted the handle, and the
scalding contents poured over her neck
and arms.  The screams of the agon-
ized child brought the neighbors to her
aid, and when ker father and, the boys
came home to breakfast, they found
their little darling laid in bed, and suf-
fering excruciating pain.  Charles
hastened for the-doctor, and sending
Jim to his employer to explain the
reason ‘of his absence, took up his
position by his little daughter’s bedside,
and attended to the prescriptions which
the doctor had left.

He acted the part of an affectionate
patient nurse until Mary's return at




GOOD

night, when he resigned to her his
post, and hurried to the public-house.
Poor little Alie had many painful
days and wearisome nights to sufter—
for the fright of the accident had seri-
ously affected her nervous system, and
her recovery was long and tedious.
Consequently there were, in addition
te the ordinary expenses, doctor’s
fees and drugs, there were hours
of work lost by Charles and Jim,
who alternately  watched beside
their loved little invalid; and there
were long dismal bills contracted at
the public-house, to meet which various
articles found their way to the pawn-
shop, including the once treasured
family Bible, and theSunday clothes.
Charles was fast becoming a con-
firmed drunkard, and the neglected
boys were getting into the habit of
frequenting the theatre and othér dan-
gerous haunts: anything rather than
spend their nights in their cold and
cheerless home. .
Such was the aspect of affairs on this
last night of the year, when we intro-
duced our readersto Mary Bell. Miss
Gray had never found Mary so ready
to look her position in the face, or so
patient in listening to her simple
remedy for all the evil, as sheglid this
evening.  Still, her despair about
Charlie oppresscd her, and she could
not believe that help for such a case
lay within her power. Miss Gray re-
minded her, that while the success of
every effort was with God, the duty of
using the means was man’s. Ere she
parted with Mary, she joined in prayer,
entreatmg light and guidance from the
all wise ]ehovah and having reminded
her of the ‘mother’s tea-party’ the
fellowing evening, she left the lonely
wife to her solitary vigils and tearful
memories of the past.
* # # B * * *
We pass over the dreariness and dis-
comfort which characterized the Bells’
house on New-Year's day merely not-
ing the fact that Charles drank out the
old year and drank in the new, and
was brought reeling home, to the
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shame of his wife, and of Jim and
Johnnie, too, who spent their . holiday
quarrcllmg and grumbling because they
could joii no pleasure excursion for
want of their Sunday swits. Veryglad
to have an hour’s respite from such a
dismal scene, Mary, accompanied by
little Alie, repaired in the evening to
the school-room where the tea-party
was to take place.

After a plentiful repast in a room
tastefully decorated with evergreens,
and warm with the glow of a brilliant
fire, the party was addressed by various
gentlemen interested in Miss Gray’s
mission. One of the speakers chose
for his subject, “T'he Wife at Home,’
and in a short .but deeply interesting
address, sketched the scene of two
homes, the one blessed with the cons-
tant watchfulness of the wife and
mother, the other blighted, ruined, by
the continual absence of that guardian
angel from her proper sphere.

So true and life-like were the pictures
that Mary could have believed the gen-
tleman was drawing a contrast between
her own once happy home and her
present joyless dwelling.

‘And now, my friends,’ said Mr.
Phillips, ¢you ask me possibly how I
darespeak soauthoritatively on a matter
which you consider yourself perhaps
free to decide upon, according to your
own peculiar views. I answer you, by
referring you to God’s Word, in which
He has very plainly declared the
duties belonging to the wife and
mother” Here Mr. Phillips turned
over the pages of his Bible, and read
these words — ¢ Teach the young
women to be sober, to love their hus-
bands, to love their children, to be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at home.” (Titus
il. 4, 5.)

‘It is on this ground I take my
stand, and solemnly assure you, that
while great peace is theirs who love
and keep God’s law, misery and woe
are the portion of those who disregard
the statutes of the Lord.

‘It may be the lot of some of you
to have drunken husbands and dismal
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homes, and perhaps you are hopeless
of better days.  But do not despair, my
friends, but resolve in God's strength
to redeem the time. Remember that
while it is God’s prerogative to bless,
it is man’s privilege to work.” Do your
pary, and trust God to do His.

“When the Lord Jesus raised the
dead Lazarus from his grave, Ele bade
those around Him (o roll away the
stone from the grave’s mouth,

“It is your part, ye wives and
mothers, to roll away the stones of
temptation, and Cod’s to Dbless the
humble prayerful efforts. )

‘Let your ~husbands and children
find their home the brightest, sunniest
nook on earth, and they will soon give
up frequenting the public house and
drinking, which is ruin to both soul and
Dbody. .

*T'ry this plan—God’s plan—and if
we are spared to meet again at this
pleasant annual tea-party, you shall
tell me whether or not I have coun-
sclled you well!’

A chord was truly struck in Mary
Bell's heart by the words thus kindly
spoken, and emotions of hope fluttered
in her bosom.  Thesolemn quotations
from the Bible awoke slumbering me-
mories, and as she left the pleasant
scene an earnest cry for help and guid-
ance went up to God.

And, with prayer for direction, she
combined active effort to regain her
husband and her home. She relin-
quished altogether her washing engage-
ments, and her busy hands and will-
ing heart found more than enough to
occupy them in her own home. It
was sure work, yet was it slow and
tearful; and she found, in her bitter
experience,  that ‘prevention s
ever better than cure’  Drinking
habits are of ivy nature in their ten-
acity, wrapping themselves round a
man’s whele being and oftentimes de-
fying, not merely the entreaties of
others, but even his own strenuous
excrtions to shake himselt free from

heir grasp. .
t] eM::’ry lg)eg:m her plans by following
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Mr. Phiilip’s advice, never to ~llow her
husband to go out in the morning to
his work cold and hungry, thus present-
ing an easy prey to the publican,  °

She rose at five, lighted her fire, and
had a warm cup of coffec and a slice
of bread and butter made ready for
him.

She attended also to the boys’ wants,
and during their absence, busied her-
self in preparing the meals, cleaning
her house, and caring for little Alie.

Charles marvelled at the change,
and when, on coming home at night,
he found a bright fiveside, and a neat
kind wife awaiting his return, he was
not unwilling to listen to her earnest
pleadings, that he would ‘bide at
home, and not enter the public house.’
Jim and Johnnie too, finding that their
mother was ready to talk to them now,
«or to listen to their reading fromsome
entectaining book, would draw their
stools to the warm hearth, spend their
evenings at home, pleased and happy.
Little Alie, like a golden sunbeam,
flitted from father to brothers, proud
and delighted in their company, and
shedding sunshine on their lives.

Mary quietly, ere the night closed,
producéd the redeemed Bible, and,
gathered the little group around her,
read a portion from its sacred pages,
and commended them asa family to
their Father in heaven. And the
happy day came when her "place was
taken in these sweet exercises by
Charles himself.

The first night of their settlement in
a new and pretty dwelling, Chales,
lifiing the Bible, said to his wife:
‘Mary, this minds me o’ our wedding-
night, long, long ago. It has been a
dark time .ince then, and we have
been wayward rebels; but light has
shone from this blessed Word across
our path. May it be evermore the
man of our counsel, a light to our path
and a lamyp to our fect.’ .

A deep work of grace had been
wrought on Charles Bell’s heart and
the means in the Holy Spirit’s hands

g 47
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was the simple reading of the Bible by
his wife, in their family exercises,
Lver at home, ever ready to helpand
cheer him, Mary gradually won her
husband, not only from drunkenness to

sobriety, not only from gloom to glad--

ness, but from Satan to a Saviour—
God.

The sunlight of joy and peace is in
their home and in their hearts.

‘She looketh well to the ways of
her houschold.  Her children arise up
and called her blessed ; her husband
also, and he praiseth her.’ (Prov.
xxXi. 27, 28.)—~Zhe Christian Treasury.

D e Ll i —

A Beautiful Tyeath.

A preacher, having been sent for to
visit 2 Western cabin, fonnd a father
and his dying daughter surrounded by
cvidences of luxury and taste. He
asked the daughter if she knew her
condition. :

“T know that my Redeemer liveth,”
said she in a voice whose melody was
like the sweetest Alolian tones. A
half-hour passed, and she spoke in the
same deep, rich, melodious voice :
“Tather, I am cold ; lie down beside
me.”

“My child,” said the old man, “doth
the flood seem deep to thee ?”

“ Nay, father, for my soul is strong.”

“Seest thou the thither shore ?”

“1 see it, father ;~and its banks are
green withimmortal verdure.”

“ Hearest thou the voices of its in-
habitants ?”

“T hear them, father, as the voices
of angels failing from afar in the still
and solemn night-time; and they call
me, Her voice, too, father; oh! I
heard.it then.”

“Doth she speak to thee?”

‘ She speaketh in toncs most heav-
enly.”

 Doth she smile ?”

“An angel smile; but a cold, calm
smile, But I am cold, cold, cold!
Father, there’s a mist in the room.
You'll.be lonely, lonely. Is this death,
father ?”
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“It is death, Mary.”
“Thank God I’ .
She passed away. — Joster’s ZEn-
eyclopedua.

A Mother’s Power.

A moment's work on clay tells more
than an hour’s work on brick. So
work on hearts should be done before
they harden. During the first six or
cight yeurs of child-hic mothers have
chief sway; and this is the time to
make the deepest and most enduring
impression on the human mind.

The examples ot maternal influence
are countiess.  Solomon himself re-
cords the words of wisdom that fell
from a mother’s lips, and Timothy was
taught the Scripwures from a child by
his grandmother and his mother.

John Randolph, of Roanoke, used
to say, “I should have beena French
atheist, were it not for the recollection
of the time when my departed mother
used to take my little hand in hers,
and make me say, on my bended knees,
¢Our Father who art in heaven?”

“1 have found out what made you
the man you are,” said a gentleman
one morning to President Adams; “1
have been reading your mother’s letters
to herson.”

Washington’s mother trained herboy
to truthfulness and virtue ; and when
his messenger called to tell her that her
son was raised to the highest station in
the nation’s gift, she could say :

¢ George always was a good boy.”

A mothers te:r dropped on the
head of her little boy one evening as
he sat in the doorway aud listened
while she spoke of Christ and his salva-
tion.

“ Those tears made me a mission-
ary,” said he, when he had given his
manhood’s prime to the service of the
Lord.

Somie one asked Napoleon what was
the great need of the French pation,

“ Mothers I" was the significant an-
swer. Women, ‘has God given you
the privileges and responsibilities of
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motherhood ?  Be faithful, then, to the
little ones ; you hold the key of their
hearts now. If you once lose it, you
would give the world to win it back;
use your opportunities before they
pass.

And remember, little ones, you never
will bave but one mother.  Obey and
honor her; listen to her words, and
God will bless you day by day.—ZVe
Christian.

God is Ever Near.

Some people if they go to the water-
ing-place or a little way out of town,
say, ‘“Well. there is nobody here
that preaches my sentiments. I shall
not go anywhere.’ So they get the
sermen of some particular pope of a
certain denomination, and gloat over
that, and that is their Sabbath meal.
To such as these I would give that
passage of the Apostle Paul. ¢ Not
forsaking the assembling of yourselves
together, as the manner of some is.”
If there be no place of worship speci-
ally dedicated to God, we Dless him
that

& Whereer we seek him he is found.

And every place is bailowed ground *
But if there be a place that is open for
the worship of God, if even I counld
not enjoy the preaching’of the minister,
I would go there to enjoy the singing
of Christ’s praises. I would go there
to offer my prayer with the multitude
that kept holy-day. But still there
must be in our lives different times
when we are away from the sanctuary
of God, aund to the Christian that will
be like being at the eads of the eatth;
but then thanks be to God, we may
still cry unto him when no Sabbath
Dell shall ring us to the house of prayer,
when no servant of the Lord shall pro-
claim with happy voice the promise of
pardoning mercy, when there shall not
be seen the multitude on bended knees,
and when the shouting of praise is un-
heard and we ave far away from the
sacred gatherings of God’s house—yet
we are not faraway from him ; we may
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still continue te pray—*‘from the ends
of the earth will I ery unto thce o
C. H. Spurgeon.

Keep from Falling.

(Jope 24.)

One of the old Puritans, to remind
him of his dependence upon God, used
to keep a wineglass with the foot
broken off, and with this inscrip-
tion upon it, “ Hold Thou me up, and
I shail be safe.”

It is deeply important forus to know
where our safety lies. If we were left
to ourselves, we should surely fall;
but, blessed be God, we are in the
hands of a loving Saviour, and He is
“able to keep us from falling.”

Can you trust this Saviour? Are

.you resting in Him entirely? Or does

Satan whisper doubts now and then,
and hint that, after all, you may some
day fall away anad be lost?”

Perhaps you say, “I wish I could
keep hold of Christ more firmly, but,
alas!m_ faith is often weak, and some-
times I feel as if I must let Him go
altogether.” Dear young friend, sup-
pose you leave off trying to keep hold
of Jesus, and just let Jesus take_ hold
of you. Would it not be far better to
Dbe clasped in the Saviour’s loving arms,
and to rest securely on his bosom, than
to be trusting to your owa power of
grasping Him?

If you are a true believer, your feet
are upon a Rock.

*¢ On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;

Al other ground issinking sand.”
Can that rock ever be shaken?
It ever fall?

An Irish lad, who had been very
wicked, was converted during the re-
vival in Ireland. A clergyman, who
saw him some time after, asked him it
he was not afraid of returning to his
old ways. “Oh, sir,” said he in his
native brogue, “I do trimble on the
Rock sometimes, but then I know that
the Rock doesn't trimble under me.”

T. B. Bisxop.

Can
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Leaning Upon the Beloved.

BY GEORGE MULLER.

¢ Who is this that comoth up from the
wilderness, leaning upen her Zeloved *"—
SoxG oF Soroyox viut. 5,

The one here spoken of is evidently
the Bride of the Lamb, the Church of
Christ. She is described as “coming
up from the wiiderness.”

This, then, is the proper description
of ourselves as believers.  And what
abundant cause for thankfulness there
is in this one fact, that we are in the
wilderness! TFor if it were not so, we
should still belong to this present
world, which is under condemna-
tion. If we were not in the wil-
derness, we should know nothing of
redemption—of the forgivencss of our
sins ; we should not be united to
Christ—we should have no hope of
redemption—of the forgiveness of sins;
we should have no hope of seeit., Him
and being like Him and with Him for
ever.

It is, then, matterof exceeding thank-
fulness, and on it our hearts should
continually dwell—that by Gods grace
we are brought into the wilderness—
that we are no longer “dead in tres-
passes and sin,” no longer of the world,

_but that we have been forgotteri, and
are united to the liding Tord Jesus,
the Head of the new creation !

But this wilderness position, while it
brings with it such exceeding grea
blessings and privileges, has also its
difficulties and trials in connection with
this life. The fact of Israel being
brought into the wilderness marked
them as those who had before them
the hope of the land. They had been
delivered from Egypt, and were look-
ing forward to Canamn, which God had
given them for a possession ; but they
were not yet in the land. Thcy were
still in the wilderness and had to ex-
perience its difficuitics and trials.  So
with us.
ness, we have before us the bright,

Because we are in the wilder-
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blessed, and glorious prospect of a
Father’s house, the full enjoyment of
all those bLlessings which are promised
to his children, the certainty of being
confirmed to the likeness of God's dear
Son—of secing Jesus and being like
Him. And, after all, this is the chief
blessedness—not that we shall wear a
crown, and reign with Jesus, blessed
as that will be ; but, above all bles-
sings, this is the greatest, that we shall
e perfectly free from sin, absolutely
and perfectly conformed to the image
of Jesus in purity and holiness.

But this blessedness we have not in
actual possession ; by faith it i; ours,
and we have now, by faith, to live upon
it; but the time is coming when all
these things will be actually enjoyed by
the very weakest, and feeblest, and
least instructed of the children of God!
It is certain. No power of darkness
will be able finally to hinder this. As
surely as we put our trust in the Lord
Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins,
so assuredly all these blessings will be
ours!

It is further said, “Who is this that
cometh up from the wilderness?” Now,
here is progress. The Church is not
represented as remaining in the wilder-
ncss, but as “coming up from it.”
This implies that, as the days and
months pass on, we do not remain
stationary. The appearance, out-
wardly, indeed may be, that we are,
on May 14, 1871, just where we were
on May 7, 1871—or even just where
we were on May 14, x870; but it is
not reaily so. No ; we are a week or
a year, as the case may by, nearer the
end of the wilderness. How exceed-
ingly precious it is to think, as the sun
once more sets, or as the clock strikes
one more hour, “Now I am a day, an
hour, nearer my heavenly home "

These are indeed simple truths, but
it is the seeking to enter into these as
realities that brings blessing to the soul.
*Verily I am not remaining in the’
wilderness,” our souls shall say, “ but
I am now again one weck nearer the
Father'shouse!” Thus we should seek
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to stir up our own heart, and thus we
should seek to encourage the hearts of
one another in-God.

‘Cometh-up.’—The progress is made
step Dy step—and so you ‘and I are
so many steps nearer home than when
last we met; and-how soon, how-very
soon, we may take the last step, and
find ourselves out of the wilderness,
and in the blessed home !

But what in the meantime? The
Church is here desciibed as *leaning
on her Beloved.” She hasa Triend!
—2 Friend who proved his love by
laying down his life for her. None
other thisthan the precious Lord Jesus;
that blessed One through whose blood
we have beenr made clean from our
sins. The Friend “who loveth at all
times,” and this Friend an almighty
Triend, the Creator of the universe,
and the One who was Dbefore all
things !

We see also that she had not only
taken His arm, but she leaned upon
it. We all know that the first may be
done without the second. Even a
wife may take the arm of her husband
not to obtain support for herself, but
ifhe is in a weakly andfeeble state, she
may take his arm really to help and
support him; but here is an arm
brought before us—always strong, pow-
erful, almighty—an arm on which we
may always lean, without fear of wear-
ing it. And only has this arm
almighty and enduring strength,
but think of the heart which is con-
nected with this arm —so loving so
tender, so faithful! Oh, what =a

Friend!

Now, beloved in Chiist, do we lean
upon this aim?  When the difficulties |
and trials come, when the perplexitics !
arise in our path, do we lean upon this !
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ing the week on which we have enteredy
seck to aim after this.  These words,
that we have been considering, are not
amere phrase without any particular
meaning; but the Holy Ghost means
to teach us, Ly this image that, in
the midst of our trials and difficulties,
we should, day by day, prove the
strength of the arm of Jesus; and let
us remember that He is the one to
whom has been given “the tongue of
the learned, that He should know how
to speak the werd in season to him
that is weary.” Let us seck to prove
more his power and love, and we shall
find that 1t is not in vain we lean upon
that Arm.
Y MN. ’

I jorraey throngh a deserd drear snd wild
Yet is my beait by cuch sweet thonghts be-

guil'd,
Of Him on whom I lean, my sivength. my

slay,
can l‘orgc}a (e satrows of the way.

——c T~ T b D ee—aee

Work of the Christian
Preacher.

The

BY REV. THOMAS JONES, OF SWANSEA.

Extracts from the Address dalivered from tho
Chair of the Congregational Union of England
35@,; Wales, at the Anpual Mceting, May 9,
1571,

The Christian preacher sust, first of
all, be a godly man, “filled with the
THoly Ghost,” clothed with the virtues,
graces, and sympathies which the
Divine Spirit aloue can impart. He
must possess knowhalge of spiritual
things, should be able tc understand
the Scriptures, having his mental eye
sound and piercing that he may see
far into “ the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven.” His faith in the gospel
should be firm and unwavering ; nota

strong and loving atm?  This is just | poor balancing of probabilitics, but
the point. It is just in the measure ‘. steady spiritual vision.  Doubt is the
that we are cnatled so to do that we ' paralvsis ¢fpreaching, and arrows sent
shall be able to endure. from that bow fall on the ground be-
Let me affectionately ask, “ Did we 3 fore yeu, while strong faith sends them
lean on this arm during the week that { quivering to their destination.
is past, and so learn to obtiin spiritval {  Men may study at the ancient seats
sustainment ?”  And let us now, dur- { of lIearning, be ordained by the bishops
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of their church, receive appointments
according to the law of the land, and
boast, therefore, that they stand in the
direct line of apostolic succession.
But the proof of their right to the name
of ministers is the meaning they give
to that name by what they do. Have
they brought human souls from ¢ dark-
ness to light,” confirmed the faith of
God's Church, awakened holy aspira-
tions in the minds of their hearers,
ministered comfort to the afilicted,
and made their people more noble,
generous, and Christ-like? These are
the scals of a true ministry. “ Bytheir
fraits ye shall know them.” If a man
can show these credentials, then is he

2 Christian minister and pre'xcher ac-
cordm to divine right, although he
has reccned no blessing from lbe lay-
ing on of episcopal hands ; and if he
hus not these credentials, then all the
bishops in Christendom cannot give
him the right to call himself 2 minister
of Christ.

THE SUBJECT OF OUR PREACHING

“the truth asit is in Jesus’—the
truth which He is, and the trath which
He taught and inspired the prophets
and apostles to teach.

He holds the supreme place in the
sacred Scriptures. The incarnation of
the eternal Word, the glory of his per-
son, his mighty works and gracious
words, his adorable character and vicar-
ious suffering, his resurrection from the
dead, his after-life in the world of bliss
and his coiing again to judge all na-
tions, are set “orth by the apostles.
They magnify Him a;s the Revealer of
divine truth and love, *who hathabol-
ished death, and hath brought life and
immortality to light through the
gospel,” and receive his words as the
infailible utterances of God., His death
is represented as a sacrifice for our
sins, and his life as a perfect example
ot purity and goodness. All the bles-
sings of religion ar¢ traced to Him ;
fauh hope, “and love are his inspira-
tions ; 5 repeatance and  pardon
are his gifts. Ide is “made unto us
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wisdom, and righteousness, and sancti-
fication, and redemption.” The dutics
of lifc are connected with his name,
and encircled by his authority. They
called themselves his servants, and re-
joiced to do his will, and suffer for his
sake. Trusting to Him for all blessed-
ness, they longed to dic, that they
might live with Him forever. e grew
upon their spmt, and became divine
and glorious in their sight —“the
imagc of the invisible God, the express
image of his Person.”  Suchis Christ
in the teaching of the apostles; and
what He was to them He must be to
us, for they alone give the true and in-
fallible likeness of Him.

The gospel is an authoritative and
pathetic call to repentance, faith, and
holiness, as well as a statement of doc-
trines. * Repent, and believe the gos-
pel” “ Beye perfect, even as your
Father in heaven is perfect.” Repen-
tance is the soul weeping and reform-
ing; Taith is the soul recciving from
Christ the blessings it m.cds, and
Holiness is the transcendental statc of
the heart, mind, and character.  Re-
pentance js the seed dying and ger-
minating in the ecarth ; Faith is The
petals opening to the sun; and Holi-
ness is the beauty of the flower in its
highest perfe€tion.

Our hearers need we should speak
the same things to them. We are too
ready to forget the great truths of our
religion ; the calls of bLusiness, the
cares of life, and the worldliness of
human socicty, have a tendency to
banish them from the mind. Secular
things are ever near—we can see, and
hear, and feel them every day, and are
in no danger of forgetting them; but
spiritual things seem far away—dim,
shadowy, and unteal, they hover in the
distance like unto thevisionsofa dream-
er. Hence the necessity of putting us
in remembrance of them, and writing
dnd rewriting the same lessons upon
the hearts of our hearers.

The preacher should go to the
people “in the fullness of the blessing”
of this great gospel, for that is wlat

v~y
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they need. Sin weighs heavily upon
them ; their cares are many and per-
plexing ; their hearts are oftentimes
Dbruised and broken with sorrow ; they
look to the future with anxiety and
fear, and are opposed with the infinite
burden oflife. Too meet their wants
we must enter into the spirit and es-
sence of the gospel, and preach the
doctrines of divine grace in all their
fulluess; ‘declaring “the unsearchable
riches of Christ,” the glory of his re-
demption, the height, the depth, the
length and breadth, of that love which
caused Him to “Dbear our sins in his
own bedy on the tree,” and the bless-
edness of the life eternal which be-
comes ours by union with Him.

There is nothing superfluous in “the
gospel of owr salvation.” Whatever
has Dbeen revealed is needed ; and the
wis2 preacher will take the broadest
possible view of the grand theme, will
endeavor to see it as it is, and to
assimilate it, and make it the life of
his own spirit ; and having done so, he
will reject every theological system,
every religious creed, and allthe narrow
minded traditions of the pulpitand the
ignorant prejudices of the churches,
that require him to set aside or with-
hold any doctrine, suggestion, preccpt,
duty, or promise, contained in the
Word of God.

You may see in the country flocks
of sheep in the midst of 2 large field,
fenced in by hurdles. They look with
longing cyes at the green pastures be-
youd the fence, but these are not for
them. There within the narrow linits
assigned, must they graze. Thus do
men enclose within their creeds par-
ticular portions of the Truth, and they
expect you to rest and be satisfied
within the narrow circle they have
formed. But you are not content;
and now and again you cast a glance
upon the pasture lands beyond—you

see the waving fields that stretch away |.

" to the horizon, and you wotld remove
the obstacles, and have liberty of these
sweet outlying domains of Truth. But
this is not to be ; and when you think
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or speak thus, you are if not a heretic,
bordering upon heresy. It is delight-
ful to pass from this narrowness into
the open regions of the Bible. Enter-*
ing here you may sing with David :
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
want.” Here you have perfect freedom.
You may liec down in green pastures,
rest by the still waters, drink of the
living fountains, muse by the flowing
streams, climb the fruitful hills, inhale
the fragrance of gardens and satisfy
your soul with the fatness of this
land which flows with milk and honey.

MANNER OF LANGUAGE HE
SHOULD USE.

tis aim should be to make the
people understand the gospel, as far
as that is possible ; to telieve that the
gospel 1is true ; to feel that it is “ the
power of God ;” and to embody it in a
holy Christianiife. And the questions
genius of the gospel is an clement of
power which all may feel.  There are
thousands of Christian peoplewho have
not, and cannot, study the evidences
of our religion, who have but smsll
knowledge of its doctrines, and have
never confronted the intellectual difii-
culties which cause so much confusion
to others ; and yet the spirit of it has
reached their hearts. A child that
never read a book on chemistry can
understand that honey is sweet.  You
may feel the power of mountain scenery
without being learned in geology. A
man ignorant of all botanical classifica-
tions may enjoy the fragrance of the
suminer fields.  We may know nothing
of the science of astronomy, and yet
admire the immensity and splendor of
the open heavens. In like manner,
people with very slender knowledge of
theology are able to feel and appreciate
the power of the gospel. They are in-
fluenced by its spint, changed by its
genius, and confronted by its tender-
ness and love.
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE CHRISTIAN

PREACHER.

Humanity stands before us to-day,

srrayed in the new garments of modern

WHAT
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civilization ; but underneath these
splendid robes the ancient self is the
same as it was in other ages. In the
essential features of his nature man re-
mains unchanged. Sorrow in the
nineteenth century is the same as it
was at JTebron when Abraham “came
to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for
her.” The pressure of life, with its
harassing cares, is as heavy now as
when the Psalmist said, ¢ Oh, that I
had wings likea dove! for then would
I fly away and be at rest.” The prayer
of Moses, *I beseech Thee, show me
thy glory,” is true to our nature; for
we also desire to know God. The
Apostle who said, “ O wretched man
that X am ! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death ?” expressed a
sense of sin which is felt by our hearts.
When we have lowered into the earth
the lifeless form of some one we love,
we look through our tears into the
open grave, and ask with infinite con-
cern, in the words of Job, “If a man
die, shall he live again?” Seeing, then
that man remains the same, in ali the
great elements of his nature, notwith-
standing the advancement of know-
ledge and the progress of civilization,
it is evident that he needs the gospel
now as much as at any former time.

Three things are certain : first, man
must have a religion—it is the deepest
want of his nature ;.second, he cannot
discover a satisfying religion for him-
self, as is provided by the spiritual
history of the race ; and, third, there-
fore we must continue to preach to
him the gospel of the grace of God,
for that is what he needs.

THE UNREST OF THE AGE.

We should take our view of man’s
nature fromthe thirsting of Jesus Christ.
He speaks of 2 hunger and thirst of the
soul which no earthly good can - -tisfy,
and to those He appealed in his
preaching. We also may do the same;
for the hunger and thirst remain. The
literature of the age bears testimony
to the unrest that exists in the minds
of men. In the ablest writings of our
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times, both prose and poetry, there is
an under-current of sadness, 2 sobbing
sorrow, mournful as the sighs of the cap-
tive Hebrews when they wept by the
river of Babylon. We have escaped
from the Egypt of barbarism into the
Canaan of civilization ; but still the
old discontent is upon us, and we scek
a ‘“ better country.”

Life at the present time is character-
ized by intensity. Civilization, instead
of claiming our spirits, stimulates them
into greater activity. Business, plea-
sure, the learned profession, literature,
and all the arts of life, bear witness to
our hurried earnestness. e bend the
bow to the breaking point. Our hearts
pant because of the rapidity of the race.
This intensity of the life has its first
and deepest cause in our spiritual
wants, in the thirst and hunger of the
soul. YWhen evening is come, and the
child is tired, he desires this thing,
then another, aiter that some other toy;
and having received them all, he weeps
for something clse. But it is rest and
sleep that he wants rather than the
toys for which he shed so many tears.
So of men ; there is an inquietude in
their minds, the cause of which they
do not understand. They suppose
that if they could possess riches, or
command the pleasures of the world,
or obtain the knowledge, the office,
the social position, or the frame for
which they long, all would be well with
them. But they are in error ; for their
restlessness has its origin in their spiri-
tual instincts. It is * the peace which
passeth the understanding,” the rest
which is found in God alone, that they
need, although they know it not.

Let this encourage the preacher to
declare his message of love.  Let his
preaching be according to the truth,
and in the spirit of these words, and
he shall not speak in vain: ““Come
unto Me, all ye that labor and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”
It is true, also ! that all will not believe.
Like Pilate, some will ask, “What is
truth?” and there end the matter.
The frivolous Athenians will inquire,
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“What will this babbler say?” and then
pass on to hear some new thing ;" and
Testus will deliver his judgment by tell-
ng the preacher, “Thou art heside
hyself.”  But sincere, humble, bur-
dened souls, moved by the Spirit ot
God, will receive Christ, and go on
their way rejoicing.  “Think how

HE GROWS UPON US AS OUR DAYS GO

ON.

As our knowledge widens, and our ex-
perience of life is made deeper and
more real, great changes come over us.
Books in which we once delighted are
cast aside ; old opinions become ob-
solete, and fall from us like withered
leaves irom the autumn tree; and
here is, what kind of speech should he
adopt in order to accomplish this four-
fold purpose?

There should be perfect harmony
between the words we use and the
thoughts and feelings of our hearts.
We read of the inspired teachers that
their minds were “moved,” that they
felt “the burden of the word of the
Lord,” and that this word was in their
“heart as a burning fire” Hence
speaking became a necessity, for there-
by they lightened the burden, and
gave out the fire that consumed them.
When they had tidings of mercy to
deliver, . their “doctrine dropped as
the dew, and as the small rain upon
the tender h=2rb ;" but when the judg-
ments of heaven were their theme, they
“ cried aloud,” and their speech was
terrible as a midnight alarm.  Some-
times there is a wail of sorrow in their
words—a sorrow so decp and great
that they fail to express it—they
speak in broken sentences, and their
words resemble the mutterings of a
storm which {ails to break into loud re-
soundig thunder. Now, before 2
man is justified in using their language,
he must have the same depth of feel-
ing. To use their terrible words with-
out their emotion is false. * Our words
should correspond with the clearness
of our mental insight and the intensity
of our spiritual emotion. I{ “the bur-
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den of the word of the Lord” weighs
heavily upon you—if your spirit is in
anguish for the sins of your people, ,
and if your heart is breaking with a
divine concern for the souls of men,
then speak as prophets spoke.  Blow
the trumpet in all Israel, sound the la-
mentation in Judea ; cry aloud, “Woe,
woe unto thee, saith the Lord God.”
But if not, then you should speak
calmly, and reason with men, and sug-
gest thetruth, and persuade and attract
as a friend ; nothing more.

The speaking of the thoughtful
preacher will ever be characterized
by

REVERENCE.

The writers of the Bible were filled
with this feeling by the contemplation
of the material works of God. They
were inspired men, “pure in heart,”
and to them was given the blessedness
of “seeing God.” ‘They beheld his
energy in the growing fields, felt his
presence in the midnight darkness,
beard his voice in the sounds of the
elements, saw his pavilion in the mov-
ing cloud, and found the symbol of his
immensity in the firmament of heaven.
The physical world was not to them a
heavy, opaque thing, through which no
light could pass, but a veil of wond-
rous design and workmanship, made
transparent by the divine glory which
shone through it, and revealed its
beauty. Hence the reverence, the
awe, and the transcendent wonder with
which they speak concerning God and
his works

Nature i* now what it was in their
days, but we have lost the art of read-
ing its spiritual secrets. The small
island of our earthly existence is sur-
rounded by a far seeing, shoreless
ocean of mystery—a mystery, albeit re-
vealed in part; but the faculties of
wonder and awe are asleep. ‘We are
scientific, not childlike — material,
not spiritual.  We measure the
stones of the temple, and analyze
the substance of which they are com-
posed, but forget the Shekinah that
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dwells within. The world is still a
Bethel—the angels of God ascend
and descend here, and if we were more
spiritual we should see and hear their
movements, and say with the decepest
reverence, “How dreadful is this
place ¥’ Itis ¢ the housc of God, the
gate of heaven "

But our reverence should be yet
more intense in thinking ot and preach-
ing the gospel ; for God.in Christ is
brought nearer to us, and madce more
real to the mind than in his mental
works. The priests of the Roman
Church exhibit frequently the figure of
the cross, andthereby make it common.
One who was a far-secing observer of
men and things wrote thus concerning
their doings :—*“We hold it a dam-
nable audacity to bring forth the tortur-
ing cross, and the Holy One who
suffered on it, or to expose them to
the light of the sun, which hid its face
when a reckless world forced such a
sight on it; to take these mysterious
secrets, in which the divine depth of
sorrow lies hid, and play with them,
fondle them, tickle them out, and rest
not till the most reverend of all solemni-
ties appears vulgar and paltry.” What
those priests do by their unholy exhi-
bitions others have done, and may do
again, by means of speech. Rude,
random, presumptuous word-painting
has been too often regarded as preach-
ing Christ crucified. ~ Only once in
the year was the Jewish high-priest per-
mitted to go into the most holy place ;
for the cloud of glory was not to be
made a common spectacle. Chris-
tianity has its “holy of holies”"—the
“sanctuary of sorrow "—the sufferings
of Christ; ¥ * % % andwhen we
enter here, it should be in the spirit of
humility and godly fear ; for the place
whereupon we stand is “ho]v ground.”
It is given tous to approach Calvary,
but we must walk with reverent steps ;
we may unveil the cross, but should do
so with a tender hand, and we may
look upon the crucified One, but not
with tearless eyes.

Qur preaching should express the
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spirit of the gospel, as well as declare
its doctrines.  There is more in.a great
work of.art than the forms and colors
which you see, more also than a special
style of painting and grandeur of con-
ception ; for it ]ns a gem of its own,
which proves it to be the work of some
cclebrated master. It is impossible to
define or descithe this ; we cannot tell
what it is, or in what it cousists ; but
we know that it is there, for we feel its
power, are hushed by its presence ; or
if we speak at all it is in low, subdued
whispers.  So there is a genius of the
gospel which makes it unlike all other
systems of religion.  There is nothing
wherewith to compare it in the trans-
cendentalism of the Fast, the mytho-
logy of Greece, the religivn of ancient
Rome, or the philosophies of modern
Europe. It is like itself only—pure,
tender, sorrowful, human, divine, This
creeds with which we were at one time
centent are found to be too narrow for
a resting-place. It may be objected
that thxs ought not to be, and that we
should rest satisfied with our first views.
‘The reply is, We cannot help ourselves.
To think is to grow ;and the garments
of the child are too small for the
man. And as our years multiply, we
outgrow the world ; we discover that
it cannot satisfy the yearnings of our
mind. The soul turns away from itall,
calls it “vanity and vexation of spirit,”
and longs for ¢ an inheritance incor-
ruptible z}nd undefiled, and that fadeth
not away.”  But it is not so with re-
gard to Jesus Christ our Saviour.  As
we grow older, wiser, and holier, He
becomes greater, more real and divine,
more to be desired,-and more wonder-
ful in our sight. At ope time we _may
speculate concerning Him, and en-
deavor to explain the mystery of his
person, work, and power ; but in after
years we fall at his. feet, we trust and
love, worship.and adore. Some fancy
that they have outgrown Christ ; but
_this is as.if a man should say, I lnvc
“ascended above the firmament, forget-
ting that the firmament js boundless—
hcaven beyond heaven in glorious and
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endless succession.  Christis “the Son
of the living God,” and “it pleases the
Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell” to supply the wants of the soul
throughout the age of its eternal exis-
tence ; and we never cap become inde-
pendent of Him.

Great Name ! Divige Name! Dear
Name! Jesus Christ our Saviour!
Preach it; for it is the “ hiding-place”
prepared for us, and here the soul is
safe from every coming storm. Preach
it with confidence and reverent bold-
ness; for the ancient charm, the old
attractive power, is in it still. The
woman who stood behind Him in the
house of Simon the Pharisee, and
“washed his feet with tears,” did a
symbolical act. From age to age re-
penting souls gather around his foot-
stool ; they came to weep there, and
his feet are ever wet with penitent
tears. As it was in the past, aud is
now, it shall be in the future. “His
name shall be continued as longas the
sun; and men shall be blessed in Him;
all nations shall call Him blessed.”

Tracts.,

“He that observeth the wind shall
not sow; and he that regardeth the
clouds shall not reap.” With such a
motto for my guidance, said a tract
distributor, 1 soon found that tracts can
go anywhere. I have given them
away at the doors of churches, chapels,
at special meetings, in the city, the
town, by the wayside, and in the quiet
country village.

Tracts know no fear. I have sent
them into the workhouse, the barracks
and the jail, and give them away at
the foot of the gallows,

Tracts never tire! I have given
away a tract in the evening that the
next day was on its way to Australia,
sent by a lady to her brother!

Tracts never die! In the East
Indies,” a copy of the “Sinner's
Friend ” was purchased among other
books at a sale by auction, by a Mo-
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hammedan. He could notread it, so
he gave it to a young Englishman, who
read it.  Although it was not exactly
the means of his conversion, yet it led
him to increased earnestness in praying
for the pardon of his sins.  He soon
found peace in believing, and is now
a minister of the Church of England,
zealous in his Master’s service. I had
his story from his own lips,

Tracts can be multiplied without
end. T had 6o,000 sent me in nine
months, and gave away roo daily.

Tracts can travel at little expense.
A poor Christian woman sent the
hymn, “Just as I am,” in a letter to
her husband in America. It was the
means of showing him his lost state as
a sinner, and he never rested till he
found peace with God !

Tracts can rm up and down like
theangels of God, blessing all, giving
to all, and asking no gift in return.

“Will you accept some good read-
ing,” said 1, one day to a laboring man
in a village in Hampshire, at the same
time offering him a tract.

“Yes, sir,” said he ; adding, “The
last tract youleft with me I gave to a
young man that comes herc some-
times.
liked it so much that he got it by
heart.” The young man mentioned is
a Primitive Methodist preacher.

Tracts can talk to one as well as to
a multitude ; and to a multitude as
well as one! They require no public
room to tell their story in. Thekitchen
will do, or the shop, the parloror the
closet, in the railway-carriage, or in
the omnibus, on the broad highway, or
in the quiet footpath through the fields.
On the South-Western Railway, as the
train flew along, I frequently dropped
tracts to the men working on the line,
‘This'was one day observed by a boy
in the next compartment, who, putting
his head up to the circular window,
cried out, “have youa tract to spare?”
I gave him one.  “ Thece are four of
us here,” said he.  The four were at
once supplicd, and had a few to take
home with them.

It was, ‘Brimful of Joy! He-
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Tracts take no note of scoffs, or
jeers, or taunts. No one can betray
them into hasty or random expressions.
One Sunday morning I left a tract on
the doorstep of a neighbor; it was soon
returned to my own door, torn into
many pieces.

Those who are in earnestin the work
of track-distribution will soon find en-
couragement. I have often found it
pleasant to have a little child run after
me in the strect, with * Please, sir, will
you give me a tract ?

““What do you do with all the tracts
I give you?”
ran after me begging a tract.

“Why," said he, “I keep them until
I get a good lot, and ihen sew them
up, aud make a book of thetn.”

I was once followed in this way by
4 little girl, when she came up, looking
wistfully in my face, without speaking,
I said, “Do you expect a tract?”

“ If you please, sir.”

1 haven’t one with me now. What
do you do with them all?”

“Read them, sir, and then put them
in a book to keep then clean. You
gave me a Gospel once, and I wrote
my name in it—and “Given by a
Friend.” I dont know your name.”

I have often spent five minutes very
pleasantly while waiting at a station,
giving a Gospel to one, a book to an-
other, and distributing tracts on the
right hand and on the left. I have
nearly always found them pleasantly
and thankfully received.

— D ——

A Strange Woman.

¢ Say unfo Wisdom, thou art my sister,
and call Understanding kinswoman, that
they may keep thee from the strange woman
from the strapger that flattoreth Jwith ber
words.” Prov. vii. 4, 5.

If man is chief tempter and sinner
in departing from chastity, as seems in
our time, to be generally the case, it is
not a little remarkable that there should
be in the Bible, scarcely a single warn-
ing to women to beware of men, while
it abounds in cries to men to beware

said I to a boy, who.
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of the.strange woman’s wiles:  This
and the fact that it was Eve who first
tempted Adam to his ruin, gives rather
a shady look to the female side of this
subject.

But it is not the poor outcast of the
street who is most dangerous to men ot
our day. The “strange women” that
our men need most to fear and shun,
are those that under honorable names,
and wearing the appearance of virtue,
infest society, infest the churches, and
enter ecven into the family. Having
by fair means or foul, obtained such
knowledge of man’s peculiar nature as
enables them skillfully to influence
them, they do influence them; but not
for their good. Such women are not
to be escaped except by being always
on guard, ready to repeal their first
advances.

Some of these women will lead their
chosen victim to the end of the road
of crime, but more of them will stop
short of overt and gross guilt. Too
selfish, or too cunning to run any risk,
they will lead the fool who has been
taken by their wiles, down to the
very edge of the gulf; and then start-
ing from him, they will run in wild
alarm and disorder, to husband or
brother, or friend, proclaiming that
“Mr. so and so :"—* Would you be-
lieve it?” “Mr. so and so has terribly
insulted me.”

The deed is done. Away spreads
the blaze, perhaps it is published in
the papers. The man is blackened
for life. He can not get away from the
shadow. Tollow him it will, go where
he may, do what good things in life he
may, that will ever and anon, rise up
to shame him. If he is a public man,
and stands very high, so much the
worse for him. The more will hear
the story and repeat it far and wide.

As for that strange woman, she has
got what she wanted, her name con-
nected with his, to his hurt and her
credit. “She was too charming for
him to resist ; and too good not to re-
sist him.” This is her version of the
story, and generylly the accepted one
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in such cases. Many a noble and ex-
cellent inan has been made worse than
affool by such a corrupt woman,
Even now the thing is being done.

Why will men of sense and good
judgment in all other directions, be led
so like the ox to the slaughter? Do they
not know that everything will be exag-
gerated and made the worst of? Verily
they will be wmade to understand.
They may not mean much, only alittle
answering folly. No matter, only let
madam once feel your arms about her
and your case is scttled. She will re-
port you as a vile hypocrite, and there
will-always be plenty to believe her
and to spread the story.

Never will even your friends, those
who love you best, who forgive you and
make every possible excuse for you, be
able quiteto forgetthe matter. Everand
anon as thay look at you, or think of
you, they wiil groan in spirit, saying
mentally, “Why did he? how could he
put himself in her power? He iwell
knew——men always know such things
—that her conduct was unbecoming
and wrong. As a true and worthy
man he should have held himself above
her. He should have scorned to en-
courageany woman todo the least thing
unworthy of her sex.” ’

Woe worth the day when a decent
man falls under the temptation of flirt-
g with an unprincipled woman. If
he be a good man—one to whom
hearts cling that would spill every drop
of blood to save him from touch of
dishonor, how much worse his case,
how much more deplorable his folly.
But none are so good that this temp-
tation may not reach them. “Let him
that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall.”

Let it be understood that any woman
be her reputation and social standing
what it may, who will hang about a
man, and bewilder and befool him,
only to gratify her vanity; is essentially,
a wanton, and no good motive holds her
back from open sensuality. And Oh,
ye fathers and brothers, husbands and
friends, will ye not have pity on your-
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selves and your mothers, your wives
and your sisters, and treat those wan-
tons -as they deserve? They do not
love you. They scek your hurt and
loss. They are carnal and profane,
defiled and defiling. Touch them
not.

Remember in those moments when
you most need to remember, that
“IWhat a man soweth, that shall he
also reap,” and that “nothing is
covered that shall not be made known.”

Does any man say, “ Pshaw ! what's
the harm of a little sport with a foolish
woman?’ Then let him consider how
it would appeartohim were his mother,
his sister, or his wife to cairry on the
same “sport” with a man of similar
character. Also let him ponder the
words, “The way of a fool is right in
his own eyes; but he that harkeneth
unto counsel is wise.”

——t
The Diamond.

Ko-i-noor is the name of one of the
most brilliant and purest diamonds.
This name was given it by an Asiatic
Indian prince. He was so enraptured
with the brilliancy of the beautiful gem,
that he gave it this name—in English
¢ Mountain of Liglit.’

It was found in the mines of Gol-
conda, before the Christian era. At
the time of Christ it was in the posses-
sion. of the Rajah of Oojein. TFor
threehundredyears it passed from father

' to son, and kingdom to kingdom. It

bas been a trophy of war, and a guar-
antee of peace between nations. It
has adorned the heads and sceptres of
the great ; it has been coveted by civi-
lized and uncivilized nations.

In the fourteenth centuwry it was in
the possession of Alladin, who placed
it among the treasures of Dethi. It
was afterwards won by a prince on a

‘battle-ficld, was taken from him by

his conqueror, Nidir Shal, and is now
in England, and brilliantly blazes
among other bright jewels which adorn
the crown of the Queen.

Portugal has one amongst thelargest
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and most valuable diamonds known ;
if pure, of which there are a great
many doubts, its probable value is
$28,000,000, 50 rich, and beautiful and
precious, do men consider the little
gem of God's creation.

The ‘Regent’ or Pit diamond, is
one Of the finest and purest. Two
years were required in cutting and fully
developing all its beauty and splendor.
It was purchased by the regent Duke
of Orleans, in 1743, consisting of over
half a million dollars; it is now esti-
mated at a million ; it was placed by
the great Napoleon in the hilt of his
sword, and taken from him by the
Prussians at the battle of Waterloo,
1815.

There is a umveuzz) desire among
man to possess the diamond; it is
displayed with the greatest pride and
pleasure; millions of money have been
spent topreserve and beautily this gem.
It is the purest of all mineral sub-
stances, and is said to gather light in
the daytime, and give it out in dark-
ness. .

But with all the purity and beauty

and value of the diamond, it falls far !

below a precious stone lmown in the
cabinet of God. It is called “a White
Stone, ‘a Precious Stone,, ‘a Lively
Stone.’

Thousands of kmfrs, and men, and
women, and children have possessed it
and like Nidir Shah, they have cried
out with glowing hearts, ¢ Christ is to
me like a mountain of light.’

Millions of dollars may buy the rich-
est and purest gems of kings, but no
money can buy this precious stone.
Diamonds have adorned kings and
sceptres and swords and royal robes,
but this ¢ New Stone ’ adorns not only
kings and sceptres and royal robes,
but it adorns all conditions of life.
Wherever it is possessed, and by whom-
soever, new robes, new garments, and
new crowns, are seen. Purity and
beauty and worth are enstamped upon
all who possess it.

‘This living stone not only throws out
its light by day, but is most bnlhant
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where decpest darkness dwells. |, Tt is
a solace'in trouble and gricf, a comfort
in affliction, a rest f01 the weary, a light
for the blind; it is a guide to the
young, a stay and a staff in old age ; it
gives hope in life, and triumph the
hour of death. It may be possessed
by kings and rulers, the high and the
low, thc bond and the fiee; it beau-
tifies the purest minds and gives
grace and loveliness to the darl\cst
and most rebellious hearts.

This precious stone may be had
without money, without labor, without
price. It may be had now ; all that
Is necessary is sunple to ask, and it will
be given. The precious stones of Gol-
conda and Borneo required years of
labor to get them, and years to make
them beautiful; but with all this labor
and pains, they can never throw out
such floods of glorious light, and give
such comfort, as does the stone found
in the ‘Rock of Ages’—Furt Wayne.

O —

Sleep.

We look on a good man’s sieep and”
‘there is nothing so beautiful. It is
Luther that has worn out his powers
in some great fight for God ; or it is
Washington half deserted” by his
country when bearing its burdens, and
now, forgetting all, he has fallen back
into God’s arms to forget also himseif.
There he lies uncaring, and receiving
back tromGod’s ge‘)tle fomentationsthe
powers that shall furnish another great
tr-morrow.  Standing at the open
duor of his chamber, and lookmg on
his deep, still sleep, itjis as if the
eternal, ever faithful goodness had him
now to himself.

And yet more touching and . closer
to the tenderness of mercy is the very
bad man’s sleep. He has drank the
cup of guilty pleasure dry. H's tongue
is weary of blasphemy. His deed
of crime, perhaps of blood, is done,
and the chapter of his day is ended.
Having spent the power God gave him
for good, in a violation of his throne,
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he goes remorsfully to his bed, and
there forgets even his remorse. But
God does not forget him or toss him out
of the world, but herests encircled by the
goodness of God, nourished by his
patience to be refitted for to-morrow.
Probably he will do just as he has
done before, but he shall have his op-
portunity of good, though many, many
times forfeited ; for it is a great part
of God’s purpose in sleep to renew
abused powers ; else how many would
never sleep again.  Therefore who of
us can look upon a world buried in
sleep, a guilty ungrateful world, broadly
sunk in evil, and do it without some
deeply affecting, overwhelming sense
of the goodness of God.—Busknell.

For the Lambs of the Flock.

¢ Whosoavor balieveth on iim shall receive ro-
mission of sins.” Acts x. 43,

A young man lay dying. He had
been a wild and careless youth, but
the visits of a Christian friend during
his sickness had heen Dblessed to him,
and he had been enabled to rest his
soul on Jesus. As his end drew near,
he found great comfort in these pre-
cious words ; when his eyes were too
dim to read them, he asked his mother
to let him touch them with h¥ dying
hand. “Put my fingers on ‘whosoever;’
mother,” he said; ‘“it says, ‘whoso-
ever,’ so it must mean me!”

A little girl, who was asked once
what faith was, gave a beautiful answer.
She said, “Taith is taking God at his
word.” That dying lad took God at
his word. He had no holy life to look
back upon, he had no good works to
trust to, but he died trusting in the
precious blood of Jesus, and knowing
that, as a believer in Him all his sins
were forgiven.

There are some who fancy that be-
lieving is a very hard and difficult
thing—that it is something they have
to do, or something they have to feel,
before they can be saved. They think
they must try very hard to get their
hearts full of faith; and then, if they
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give this faith to Jesus, He will give
them salvation in return. But Jesus
does not want us togive Him anything;
He only wants us to receive something
—to receive Him. And what is faith,
but just receiving Jesus into our
héarts? .

One evening after a children’s ser-
vice, a teacher was talking to a young
girl who was weeping for her sins ; but
could not feel that she was pardoned.

“Suppose,” he said, ¢ that Jesus was
in this room, what would you do ?”

“f would go to Him at once,” she
replied.

“ And what would you tell Him ?"

“That I was a lost sinner.”

¢ And what would you ask Him?”

“Qh, I would ask Him if Fe would
forgive me.”

“ And what would Jesus answer ?”

She hesitated . moment, and then
she looked up smiling through her
tears, for at once she saw itall, “\Why,”
she said, “He would answer ¢ Yes."”

And simply trusting in the Saviour’s
word, she went to Idim there and then,
and Jesus said “ Yes.”

T. B. BisHor.

—— DS

Negative Religion.

In these days of ease from persecu-
tion, a profession may be made, and a
decent outside may be preserved, with-
out much cost. There is one class of
professors, and that by no means a
small one, made up of those who have
received a religious education, have
been trained up to an outward con-
formity to the precepts of the gospel,
who abstain from the open follies and
corruptions of the world, but remain
quite satisfied with a

NEGATIVE RELIGION,

They do not profane the Sabbath;

They do not neglect the ordinances of
God’s house;

They do not live without a form of
prayer;

They do not take the holy name of
God in vain;
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They are not drunkards ;

They are not swearers. ;

They do not neglect the poor and
needy;

They do not run a round of gaiety and
folly ;

They do not bring up their children
without some regard to religion;

They do not cast off their fear of God

BUT

They do notlove Him;

They do not experience His love shed
abroad in his heart ;

They do not enjoy vital, hearttelt re-
ligion ;

They do not give God their hearts;

They do not delight themselves in
Him ;

They do not esteem His Word more
than their necessary food ; .

They do notlove the habitation of His
house, and the place where His
honor dwelleth, though they at-
tend it;

They do not enjoy the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding ,

They are not temples of the Holy
Ghost:

They have not passed from death unto
life ;

They are not, new creatures in Christ
Jesus ;

They have not been translated from the
kingdom of darkness;
cannot enter into the.kingdom of
God. Oh!that such would new
stop and examine their hearts and
their hopes; and let them seek the
Lord while He may be found, and
call upon Him while He is near.

For the Lambs of the Flock.

¢ And you hath he qlncl\eneﬂ who wero
dead in tregpasses and sins.”—Epn. 11 1.

There is an Orphan Home in Ger-
many, where they receive very ragged
and neglected children. When a new
child is brought in, the first thing to be
done is to have his portrait taken;
so that if he should ever be tempted to
‘be prond when he grows up, he ‘may
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be made humble by seeing what a
dirty and ragged little urchin he once
was.

And so it will do us good to look
back now and then.,  The Bible has
taken our portrait clearly enough, and
here it is—*Dead in trespasses and

;7 that is the picture of what we
were once, if we are Christians; of
what we are still, if we are unconverted.
And while it humbles us, let it also fill
our hearts with thankful joy, and our
mouths with songs of praise to our
great Redeemer.

“ God, who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith He loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us,” that is He hath made
us alive. And it is because Christ has
died that those who Dbelieve in Him
are made alive, for they are “raised up
together with him ” (Eph. ii. 6).

A poor heathen, who had become a
Christian, wanted to explain to another
heathen how Christ bad saved him.
So he took a worm—a poor little mis-
erable worm—and he put the worm on
a stone, and all around the stone he
put some straw. Then helighted the
straw, and when it was all blazing he
ran through the flame, and took up
the little worm in his hand, when it
was wriggling in the fire. The hot fire
had scorched and drawn it up. “This,”
he said, *is just what I was—a poor
miserable worm, with fire all around
me ; and I should have died, and gone
to hell, but Christ ran in, took me up
in his arms, and here I am, a saved
one.” T. B. BisHor.

Pray Without Ceacing.

There is a place in India where the
natives are in the habit of saying their
prayers by machinery. They have
what they call a “praying wheel,”
which is turned round by a running
stream, like a mill-wheel, and they
write a prayer upon it, and think that
each time that part of the wheel turns
to the sun, the;pmyer is heard by their
idol god. Now even this absurd and
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foolish custom of these poor heathen
people ought to teach us something.
Idolaters as they are they do not ne-
glect prayer altogether, as som¢-do.
Nor do they think that once or even
twice, a day is quite often enough to
pray. ‘Theirs is a curicus sort of pray-
er, but as it is always going on, one
would think they had heard the com-
mand—*Pray without ceasing.”

A pious servant girl was once asked
by her master if she understood this
text, and this is how she explained it.

“When I first opened my eyesin
the morning,” said Mary, “1 pray,
Lord, open the eyesof my understand-
ing ; while I am dressing, I pray that I
may be clothed with the robe of right-
cousness; when I sweep up the house
I pray that my heart may be cleansed
from all its impurities; and when I eat
my breakfast, I ask God to feed me
with the ‘hidden manna,’ and the sin
cere milk of the word.”” And in this
way Mary carried out the text, “Pray
without ceasing.”

¢ Go when tho morning shinoth,

Go when the moon is hright,

Go whea the eve declineth,
Go n the hush of nigi t;

Go v.1th pure mind and feeling;
Cast every fear wways

And in the chember kneciing,
Do thow in sceret pray.”

T. B. BisHopr.

Profanity.

An interesting incident is recorded
in the life of Cxsar Malan, the
eminent evangelical Reformer of
Geneva. He commenced his career
as an instructor of youth, and though,
from his childhood up, he had been of
a singularly thoughtful nature, and was
carly in lile the subject of converting
grace, the bad habit common among
his countrymen of using his Creator’s
name both lightly and frequently, clung
to his speech. Without knowing it,
he used it in the school among his
pupils, and, perhaps, might not have
been aware of it, but that the example
was followed by the scholars.  ‘There
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the name of the great God coming
thoughtlessly from their young lips
struck him painfully. e was about
to reprove them, when conscience re-
proved him.  “ I do this myself, how
can I blame them?”

He instantly resolved on an amend-
ment.  Calling the boys around him,
he told them this way of speaking was
wrong ; and he made an agreement
that they were to watch him and he
would watch them, so as to correct
what he felt to be a sinful practice.

He was very guarded for two rea-
sons ; he wished to avoid the sin, and,
as a schoolmaster he wished not to
give his pupls an opportunity of cor-
recting him. At length, one day, when
he was speaking with great animation
to the school, he used the words * Aon
Dier.” (My God.) Instantly all the
scholars rose, and very respectfully re-
mained standing. He inquired the
cause, and the head boy replied by
telling him of the name he had used.
The good master stood still for 2 mo-
ment, confronting his boys, and in a
grave and sorrowful tone then ekpress-
ed his conirition for his fault; after-
ward kneeling down among them—
they kneeling also—he offered up a
prayer that God would pardon the past,
and give his grace, that in the future
his name might be honored among
them and his command obeyed.

Doubtless that touching scene was
never forgotten by those present; it
never was by the master, for he must,
long years after, have related it to the
son who has written his life. Happy
the man who has the humility cpenly
to own his faults to those whom his
example may have injured, and the
wisdom to go to the strong for strength
to overcome them. Reader, it is
written, “The Lord will not hold him
guiltless who taketh his name in vain.
—Congregationalist.

———p § C————
As long as we are kept waiting for

a mercy, we Imust continue praying
for it.




GOOD
Empty Honors.

My fricnds, do you remember that
old Scythian custom, when the head of
a house died? How he was dressed
in his finest dress, and set in his
chariot, and carried about to his
friends’ houscs; and each of them
placed him at his table's head, and all
feasted in his presence ! Suppose it
was offered to you, in plain words, as
it is offéred to you, in dire facts, that
you should gain this Scythian honor,
gradually while you yet thought your-
selfalive.  Suppose the offer were this;
You shall die slowly ; your blood shall
daily grow cold, your flesh petuify, your
heart beat at Jast onlyas a rusty group
of iron valves. Your life shall fade
from you, and sink through the earth
into the ice of China; but day by
day your body shall be dressed more
gaily, and set in high chariots, and
have more orders on 1ts breast, crowns
on its head if you will. Men shall
bow before it, stare and shout around
it, crowd after it up and down the
streets ; build palaces for it, feast with
it at their tables’ heads all night long ;
your soul shall stay enough within it to
know what they do, and {eelthe weight
of the golden dress on its shoulder,
and the furrow of the crown edge on
the skull, no more. = Would you take
the offer verbally made by the death
angel 2 Would the meanest among us
take it, think you?

Vet practically and verily we grasp
at it, every one of us, in a measure ;
many of us grasp at it in its fullness of
horror. Lvery man accepts it who de-
sires to advance in life without know-
ing what life is ; who means only that
he is to get more horses and more foot-
men, and more fortune, and more pub-
lichonor, and—not more personal soul.
He only is advancing in life whose
heart is getting soft — whose blood
warmer, whose brain quicker, whose
spirit is cntering into loving peace.—
Riuskin.

NEWS.
The Better World.

“Thercis another and a beiter world,”
exclaimed an actor on the stage at
Drury Lane theatre on an evening in
1778.  Then the drama of the human
life ended, the curtain fell, and John
Palmer never spoke again. e died
suddenly, while in usual health, im-
mediately after uttering these words of
the play, and that thrilling testimony,
so strangely spoake, and yet so true,
rung long and solemnly through the
soulsof that startled audience, gathered
with gleaming lights and stirring mus:c
into the house of vanity and mirth.
The actor spoke the truth : there is
coming another world — better and
brighter, holier and more enduring far
than this. It will be a painless sorrow-
less, deathless world ; a new, heautiful,
immortal world ; a grand, sublime, and
eternal world. A world into which
will joyously enter the gathered glory
of all ages ; a world where Christ shall
be the King of kings, and where with
him, the good alone, crowned with
glory, and clad in robes of spotless
They are not born again; consequently
white, will, in unalloyed bliss and in-
conceivable endless life reign forever,
even forever and ever. This other and
better world is “the world to come,”
the “ Kingdom of God and of Christ,”
the “new heavens and new ecarth.”
Reader, will you inherit that world ?

47

D, TT.

Regenerating grace evermore sets
people on praying.  You may as well
t'gnd a living man without breath, as a
living Chnistian without prayer. If
breathless, lifeless; and, so if prayer-
Iess, graceless. '

What God has promised we must
pray for. He will, for this, be inquired
of, and particularly, for divinc instruc-
tion.

Our prayers and our alms should

go
logether. ®
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Two Ways.

There are two ways of cpming down
from a church steeple—one is to jump
down by the steps; but both will lead
you to the bottom.  So, also, there are
two ways of going to hell—one is to
walk intoit with your eyes open (a few
people dothat), the otheristo go down
by the little sins ; and that way, I fear,
is only too common. Put up with a
few little sins, and you will soon want
a few more; even a heathen could say :
—‘Who ever was content with one
little sin ? and your course will be
gradually worse and worse ever year.
Well did Jeremy Taylor describic the
progress of sin in a man :—* First it
startles him, then it becomes pleasing,
casy, then delightful, then frequent,
then habitual, then confirmed.  Then
the man is impenitent, then obstinate,
and then he is damned.’” Reader, the
devil only wants to get the wedge of a
little allowed sin into your heart, and
you will soon be ail his own.  Never
play with fire; never trifle with little
sins.  Watch and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation. Keep thy heart with
all diligence for out of it are the issues
of life.—Hoslem.

An Experiment.

For these two days I had made an
experiment which I had been so often
and carnestly pressed to do: Speaking
to none concerning the things of God
unless sy heart was free to it And
what was the event? Why, 1. That I
spoke to none at all for the fourscore
miles together : No, not cven to him
that travetled with me in the chaise,
unless a few words at setting out. 2.
That I had no cross cither -to bear or
to take up, and commonly in an hour
or two fell asleep. 3. That I had
much respect shown me wherever 1
came; every one behavingto me as a
civil good-natured gentleman. Oh
how pleasing is all this to flesh and
blood! Neced ye *“compass sea and
land " to make ““ proselytes” to this !

NEWS.

All God’s people are praying people,
and give themselves to prayer.

Those are in the best frame to re-
ceive spiritual blessings, that are ina
praying frame.

God will be inquired ot for promised
mercies ; and the nearer the perform-
ance seems to be the more earnast we
should be in prayer for it.

It is of use for private Christians so
far to have their hours of prayer as
may serve, though not to bind, yet to
remind, conscience. Every thing is
beautiful in its season.

In our attendance on public worship, wo
may expect to meet with Christ, and im-
prove our acqaaintance with hm.

1t is very comfortable in our worship of
God to have an eye to him, as the God of
our Fathers.

The fear that quickens prayer, is itself,
pleadable.

Where we have a teat, God must have
an altar.  Where we have a house we must
have a church in it.

Those that are active in public services,
should not be neuters in public devotions.

Past experiences, ns they are great sup-
ports to faith 2ud hope, so they are good
pleas in prayer. Thou hest—wilt thou
not.

Many a sorrowful spirit has beea mado
joyful in the house of prayer.

It bodes ill to people, when prayer is re-
strained amoug them.

‘Weeping must quicken praying, and not
deaden it.

It conceros usto Le right, not only in
the object of ouz worship, but in the manner
of it.

God iy, in all ages, gathering to humself
a geueration of spiritnal worshippera.

The spirituality of the divine natmreisa
vory good reeson for the spiritualily of
diviae worship.

God kas a graciows car open to the
prayers of his afflicted people.

The corespondence between earth and
heavon, is never let fall on God's side.
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Gatherings.

The exercisiog: of I’;ordéhip better - be-
comes the kings of the Gentiles than the
Miuisters of Christ.

Miniaters should shew people tlieir re-
ligion in their Bibles. and that they preach
no ther doctritie'to them than what s there.
They must show that ihey make that the
fountain of their knowledge, and the founda-
tion of their fuith.

We must take heed of overvaluing
ministurs, as well as of uader-valuing them.
They are not of lords ; nor have they do-
minion over our faith ; but ministers by
whom we believe, stewards of oar Lord’s
houce.

It is very comfortablc 10 a minister to
have the testimony of his couscience for
him, that he sets out in his mivistry with
Lounest principles aud sincere intentions,
with 2 single eye to the glory and honor of.
Christ.

All the ministers of Christ must prefer
him and bis interests.  They will make an
ill account, that seck their own things not
the things of Christ.

God's faithful ministers stand more upon
their guard against updue respect than
agalust unjust coutempts.

Ministers of Christ must remember that
they are not Christ. and therefore mast not
usurp his powers and prorogatives, nor as-
sume the praises Gue to him only.

What the scripture seith of the office of
the misistry, should be often thought of by
those of that high calling, who must look
upon themselves as that, and that only.
which the word of God makes tkem.

Mixljstexs are batthe voice, the vehicle
by which God is pleased’ 10 communicate
his mind.

Ministers must preach as those that are
in earnest, aud ave themselves affected with
these things which they desire to affect
others with.

. These wonders are vot likelr fo thaw the
hearers' learts, that freeze betiveen the
zpeaker’s Jips.

. Christ dic ot affect novelty, nor shonld
his mivisters,

Ministersmust not set up for masters.

The great business of Christ’s ministers
is, to direct.all people to him.

- Thosa:who are employed in spreading the
gospel, ‘may-find themselves work both
‘vinter and:summer ; and are to serve the
Lord at all seasons.

It is an honor to God's servants, to be

- omployed as his messengers, and to be seut

on errduds.

Ministers miust be men of knowledge ;
for how-are they able to teach other§ the
things of ‘God, who are themselves unac-
quainted with those things, are uoready in
them >

Maisters, of all men, are concerned to
walk with God in peace and equality,
that they may be examples to the flock.

Those ministers, 2nd those only are
likely to turn men from inignity, thatpreach
sound doctrine, and live good lives, aud
hoth:according to scripture.

Tt is ill with people, when those whose
ofiice it is to guide them in the way, do
themselves depart out of it.

It is bad in any to rob God of his honor;
but worse in ministers, whose office and
business it is to bear up his name, and to
give him the glory due 10 it.

Prayer is the wmid-wife of mercy, that
helps to bring it forth.

‘We do not trust God but tempt him, if.
when we pray to him for help, we do not
second our prayers with our endeavers.

Prayer is a sulve for every sore, personal
and public.

God’s former favors to his church are
patterns of futurce favors ; and shull again
be coppicd out as there is oceasion.

There is a great deal imagined amiost
the Lord by the gates of bell, and against
the interests of bis kingdom in tie world ;
but it will prove a vain thing.

The rain of the church’s encmies, is the
salvation of the church.

The shake of the nation is often in onder
1o the settling of the chiurgh, and the estab-
Jishing. of the things that caunot be shaken.

‘The mistakes of preachers often give
rise to the prejudices of hearers.

Ministers must follow their oppor-
tunities,
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ADVERTI
e FWoangeliser.

. An undenominat.onal roligious poriodical, of
small sizo, well adapted for circulation in'Sabbatl
Schooly, and fur gencral distribution.in place o
tracts , is issucu in the beginbing uf cvery month,
at 15 conts por annum, post-paid, or at the rato of
t2a copics tor one dollar, froo of postage.

The FEoaugelist..

An undonuminational monthly religivus poriodi
eal, double tho size of the EvasasLizenr, and
taining tho matter publ dia g, is issued at
the commencoment of the month, at the rate of
twemty-five cents per annuum, estage paid.
This paper is well adapted for familics who
wapt a religious paper at a small prics R

The Slay Tivings.

. A larze undonominativnal religious veriodical,
is published monthly, in quarto foum, sixteen
pageg; price, 50 cents pes annum, Lnosmgo paid.

‘Bbis penodicai is in a form suitablo for inding,
and when thus preserved is 4 vatuable housohold
posseseion for many yours.

The Goov News
Isa i thly und inational rolugions
periodical, containing all the roligions articlos
published in tho EVANGELIZER. BvAXGELIST and
GLap_TINNGS, with considerablo additivnal read-
iog of similar character. _
The Goon NkwS is iesucd on the Ist and 15th of
thie 1r onth, containing twenty-cight pagos. inctud-
im;cl:ovcr, at St per annum, in advance, pustige
pad, .
A Monthls Number. in colo-¢d cover, onc dollar
2 year, or ten ceuts 2 pumber.  Subseribers may
cithor have the Monthly or Semni-monthly at their
uption. L .
Qur diffierent publications are intended. and we
trust iu sumic measuie caleulated to advanse the
cange of vur Lord Josus Christ. and on that
aceount we feel warranted in soliciting ca-operi-
tion _Weare anxiots that one or other of them
should_lie intreduced in every district «f the
Dusinzion where no supenivr pablization of
similar characior is tahen. We solicit tac wo-
operation of
YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN
everywhere.  Whether they, live in the town op
countey, they mizht do their neghbns -
eideavariug Lo get one orother of oue pub
utioduced into their tamilies. Let them ook at
our terns tor_lucal ageuts. and seud on o us for
speciinen coples.

OLDER MEN AXD OLDER WOMEN
who Jove the Lord Josus Christ, arc usually ready
to do what they can to help forward His work in
any way. ¢ bavo a number already co_working
atitb us. but there 1s work for others, and we e
ctfuliy sclict them to take & handful of the
rood sced and scatter it in their neighborhoud,
cncousaged by the protnise that * whatsvovor a
wan sowoth that shalt ke also scap.”

. TEACHERS hiavo a finc epportanity of seatter-
ing through their school romn. and of interesting
the children and parents of scction. et thom
scnd v urtor a patcet o} speennen copies to dis-
tribute through their school section.

MINISTE

SRS hate au interest in sceing that I
ticir people have good reading for the Sabbath

-

SEMENT.

and fortho weok. The reading at home is sappto-
wmentary to the hearrg at church; ang iF tho
formeris alf of tho world, tho effeet ot the latior
will be leas than it would otherwise be. We shall
bo glad to sond specinon copies to any congroga
tion, or to any minister who is dizposed to take
tho trouble of scattoring.

. To.oncourago individunls to act as local agonts
|'n their respective districts, we state the following
erie. . .

All who take the trouble to get ten subseribors fo
tho IirvasutLizeR, nud send us a dollar, will 1o
ceive a copy gratis forthe year. .

Alt who take the trouble to got fuur subscribors
to the EvaNGKLIST toono ot to separate addresses.
and send us Ons Dollar, will receive 2 cupy gratis
for tho year. - .

All who take tho trouble to get four subscribors
to the Gr.an TinINGs. to one or to separato ad-
dreszes, and senid us Two Dollars, will receive a
copy gratis for the year.

All who take tho trouble to get four subscribezs
to the Guon Nirws, and send us Four Dollars, will
receive n copy gratis. .

All whe take tho trouble to got subscriboers to
the amount of Four Dollars, tu any or to all our
papars, and who sead uz the money, and the list.
mllt Dbeentitled to one copy of the Guod News
grativ.

Any ene ean with alittlo cffort in their noigh-
borhood get up a cinb to this extent. We wi
st!:rnd spocimens to any oneintending to make an
effort.

It parties gelling up clubs sond us on the names
and Post Offico address of the individuals comn-
passing them, we wili sond the papers on to ¢:cir
address, thus saving the gotter up of the club avy
further trouble. .

Particr who intend to subseribo for the Grav
Tinxes er Goon News will please send in their
umines s carly ng possible to secure copiex from
the conuncnceinent, as back numbers cannot be
sunranteed. | . } .

Specitnen copies wiil be sent to parties on appli-
catwn. L.

All commzmications to be addressed to

" REV. R.KENXEDY.
London.

A Monthly Nambers of the tiaun News oro
on axle by the tollowing partics, who will also act
as Loeal Agents:
A Crate. -

- - S Uer
Georze McLeish

- Rebert Moffatt

-_ Jamces Barnes
1.. W. Goodinan

- C.H_ Pashley
- John MsXenzio
Andrew Henderson

NEWMARRET. -

R R IR R

Poixt Evwann, s McDonald'
Sraronra, Elliott & Armstronz
Watrorn, - - Wm. LeLaven

The Goun Neus fur May is the commoncemont
of the sccond part. New subseribers wishing_to
have compicte volumes ‘»ruucrls paged and in-
deaed can commence with the May number.

Comydeis indexes will be furnished to subseri-
hers ol .

Part 1........ .... colamensziug Ist January, 1371
do Zeeeel ol 1st May, do
do Seeeees il da 1st Sept., | do

The present is & very tavorable opportunity for
our present subsoribers introducing the Goan
Nxws to their ncighbors and fricads, and getting
new subscriptions.

ONLY BELIEVE, OR THE SUREWAY OF PEACE

Dy Tur Rev. ALFRED HAMILTOX, D.D.

With an introduction, by Rewv.

Axprew Kexyeny, London,

Price, 7 conts per copy, or Ten copies for 50 centa.




