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ADVERTISEMENTS.

GENTLEMANLY CLOTHING!

GENTLEMEN, if you appreciate being well

dressed, and do not wish to spend all your

income in the endeavor to do so, it will be
to your interest to call and see what we are doing ‘
for you this season. We never had a better stock.
We never were in a better position to PLEASE YOU.
And our prices were never more reasonable. We
make you a nice Scotch Tweed Suit for Eighteen
Dollars ; finish it up First-class in every particular, and
on the shortest notice. The store is full of nice
materials— Overcoatings, Suitings, and Trim-
mings. We shall be pleased to have YOU VISIT Us.
JOSEPH J. FOLLETT,

Makerof .....

Rine Clothing 181 Yonge Street,
to Order, ...... TORONTO.
JAMES ALISON JAMES MILLING -
ARTISTIC .
~ Tailor
Merchant ~ Tailor | goor g SHOE MANUFACTURER
26 4 YONGE ST. : and dealer in all kinds of
TORONTO. Boots and 8hoes, Rubbers, ete.
Ordered k iri i v
P v allawed o Aty {
Fine Tailoring a Speclalty. _purchases.

A liberal discount to Students. | 390 Spadina Ave., Toronte
y L]

Ford’s A
290 Queen St. W.

B oThe Verral Transfer Co.e
PICTURES AND FRAMES. |  orrice—union pePOT

Discount to Students. TELEPHONE 969,

HAVE YOUR BAGGAGE HANDLED
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ADVERTISEMIINTS. 1

CURRY BROS,

Stationers, Printers,
Dookbinders.

Students’ supplies of all kinds at reasonable
prices.  We have everything you need, and expect
you to come and see.

414 Spadina Avenue, TORONTO.

ACHESON & CALDER,
MERCHANT TAILORS,

458 Spadina Ave.,
TORONTO.

DR. G. H. COOK
Dentist.

Hoxor Grabuare or R.C.D.S.

Cor. College Street and Spadina Avenue.

(Over Bank of Commerce.)

%‘SA@
COAL,

HEAD OFFICE
20KING STWESY,
A ——— i

TORONIO

FARMER 8ROS., PHOTOGRAPHERS,
92 Yonge St., Toronto.

BRraNCH STUDIO:
8 and 10 King 8t. W., HAMILTON.

REDUCED RATE TO STUDENTS.

VANNEVAR & CO.,
BOOKSELLERS AND STATIONERS,
438 Yonge Street (opposite Carlton),
ToronTO.

Especial attention is directed to our very large
stock of School, College, and Medical Books.

N.B.—Second-hand books bought, sold, and ex-
changed.

BILTON BROS.
TAILORS

Gentlemen's . Furnishings,

103 KING ST. WEST,

TORONTO.

SPECIALTIES IN FURNISHINGS:

Welely, Margetson & Co.’'s Scarfs and Shirts
Fownes DBros.” Gloves.
Allen, Solly & Co.'s Underwear

Shirts to Order.

. SATN IFr You WisH
M To SHINE
—USE—

Pure Gold French Blacking

When you get married your wife will require

PURE GOLD FRENCH DRESSING.

Specially adapted for ladies' and children's
fine boots and shoes.
Asgk your grocer or shoe dealer for them,

Pure Gold Mfg. Co.
31 & 33 Front St, East.

WM. BAIN,
Baker - and - Confectioner,

Cor. Robert & Harbord Sts.

E—————

ICE CREAM, ETC., IN SEASON.
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CapeBreton Illustrated

HISTORIC, PICTURESQUE,
and DESCRIPTIVE.

By JOUN M. GOW.

With 30 full-page Photo-engravings.

Cloth, 423 pages, 7 x 9 inches, - . $3 00
Full Morccco, gilt edges, 8 x 10 inches, - 5 co

This magnificent volume, richly illustrated with
views of historic interest and picturesque beauty,
and handsomely and durably bound, we have
pressed through to be in time for the holiday
needs.

It is a work that in every way, both as a historic
record, and in its intellizent discussion of present-
day themes, as well as by its well-conceived plan
and popular style, should and will commend itself
to every intelligent Canadian.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Publisher
29-33 Richmond St. W., - TORONTO.

éTUDENTS RE

For Fine Work Try

PARK BROS.
Yonggzsgtreet. PHUTUGRAPHERS-

o To Ranney's )

HAIR CUTTING || _ 439
R | Spadina
AND SHAVING. i ~ave.

——THE——

Perth Dyeing and Cleaning Works

329 YONGE STREET.
Gentlemen’s Clothing Cleaned, Dyed, and
Neatly Pressed.

All Kinds of Dyeing and Cleaning Dones
131

JUST READY!

®

THE PARLIAMENT

OoF
RrricioNns

Rericious CONGRESSES
AT THE

Corumsian Exrosition.

Complete in One Volume. Fully
lflustrated.

___.3&._

A Fascinating Story

Of the Most Wonderfu!l Event the
Religious World has ever known.

Compiled from original manuscripts and steno-
graphic reports.

Thousands of years of religious history reviewed
by one body, comprising the brightest and deepest
religious tzinkers from all parts of the earth;
elucidating the religious beliefs of every known
sect, and drawing the hearts of men nearer and
nearer together.

This great work is illustrated with elegant full-
page engravings, portraits of speakers, delegates,
officers, and foreign representatives in native cos-
tume.

Complete in One Large Volume of about
1000 pages. Bound in Fine English cloth, $2.50;
full sheep, library style, $4. Usual discount to
ministers,

The Preshyterian Book Room,

53 King Street East, Toronto.

JAS. BAIN & SON.
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PERSONAL.
ATTERTION

Given to the details of business by

members of our finn insures satisfac-
tion to our customers. Manufacturing
many articles that we sell on the
premises enables us to offer exception-
ally good values. If you have not

tried us yet, become one of our
numerous custoniers, and you will never

regret it,

John Wanless & Co.

ESTABLISHED 1840

172 Yonge St., TORONTO.

Always Room at the Top.

A. W, ALLEN, GEN. MGR.
A. P. ALUEN, Supr

ESTABLISHED 1886,

[TRADE MARK.]

SWISS STEAM LAUNDRY

Allen Manufacturing Co., Proprietors.

105 & 107 SIMCOE ST.
TELEPHONE 1260. TORONTO.

Keep pushing, 'tis wiser than sitting aside

And sighing, and watching, and waiting the tide ;
In life’s earnest battle they only prevail

‘Who daily march onward and never say fail.

ERBERT E. SIMPSON

—= PHOTOGRAPHER

143 College St. ,TORONTO

Successor to the late
NOTMAN & FRASER I
Coples of their negatives

TELEPHONE 2857

StupI10o HOURS:
9 TO 4

R J. HUNTER

Merchant Tailor

AND

Men’s Furnisher

KING AND
CHURCIT STS,

TORONTO.

Special Rates to Students of Knox College.

JoN KAY. SON & L.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

CARPETS, OIL CLGTHS,
LINOLEUMS,
CURTAINS, DRAPERIES,

Ete., Ete.

34 King Street West, - TORSNTU

EsTaBLISURD 1856,

Brown Bros.,

Stationers,
Bookbinders,
Account Book Makers, Etc.

64-68 KING STREET EAST
TORONTO.

ACCOUNT BOOKS:—:as > aneemnt
Patterns mwade to order. Best material and
workmanship. R

STATIONERY; i eued Sisen

envelopes, and all office supplies,

BOOKB|NDING . In every style of the
. art. Unsurpassed
for style, durability, and modevate charges,
Special attention given to the binding of
Bibles, Works of Art, Encyclopedias, Illus-
trated Papers, Magazines, Library Books
Law Books, ete. .

DIARIES,
POCKETBOOKS

BILL CASES,
WALLETS, Ete. ,
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.DINEEN’S..

Cor. KING & YONGE Sts.

Nothing Kept Back— Everything Must
Go. That is, every article of summer
headgear in Dineen’sstock.  Of course
the firm cannot expect ordinary prices
to draw the buying public, so, during
the clearing sale, all summer goods
will be sold at prices that are bound
to make them go. Everything will
be cheap. All new styles, too, in-
cluding straw hats, drab shells, light-
weight summer felts, yachting caps,
outing and camping hats and caps,
and all the different summer styles of
every kind. At the corner of King
and Yonge streets.

W.& D. DINEEN

Cor. KING & YONGE STs.

KNOX | AUNDRY

421 Spadina Avenue.

Gents Washing
A Specralty

ALL HAND WORK

DISCOUNT TO COLLEGES.

W. LARTER,

Proprietor.
TELEPHONE 1662.

IMPORTANT - ANNOUNCEMENT

To Pastors and Students:

books in Standard Theology, have appointed us their agents for the Dominion

MESSRS. T. & T. CLARK, of Edinburgh, well known as publishers of the best

of Canada.

We take this opportunity of announcing this fact to Presbyterian readers; and
at all times carry a full line of Messrs. Clark’s publications, including

INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY
FOREIGN BIBLICAL LIBRARY
HANDBOOKS FOR BIBLE CLASSES
BIBLE CLASS PRIMERS, Etc.

Complete Catalogues post free on application. Special terms to Pastors and Studen

We will also receive subscriptions for Zhe Euxpository Times, but at the reduce
rate of $1.50 per annum. Specimen copies post free. Faithfully,

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY

PROPRIETORS
Toronto Willard Tract Depository; Presbyterian News Company

140-142 YONGE STREET, TORONTO.
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POINTS OF VALUE IN DOING EFFECTIVE CHURCH
WORK.*
MONG the first and most essential requisites of doing effect-
ive church work is that the worker be clothed with the
spirit of resignation, and animated by the virtue of thankfulness.
As an example of graceful resignation and sincere thanks I stand
before you to-night. Against my strongly-expressed wish, you
have done me the distinguished honor of electing me to the
presidency of this council. I have in this deferred my own
opinion to yours, thinking that perhaps the man you saw might
be better than the man, or the ¢go that I myself saw, and thus I
have striven to exhibit the virtuc of resignation; and not like
that of a martyr, but rather as one desirous of doing to the ut-
most of his powers whatever he could for the furtherance and
advancement of the cause that created, and has carried on, the
work of this council.

Let me, too, not only cherish, but express my hearty thanks
for the distinction you have placed upon me. It is one that [ had
no hope of reaching, but it is one which, havin ; reached, I prize
as a most honorable distinction; for this, amongst other reasons,
good and sufficient, that it has been filled for some years back by
one of our most learned and distinguished presbyters, Mr. Wil-

® Paper read before the Presbyterian Council at Knox Church, Toronto, by the President, John
A. Patterson, M.A., on December q1h, 1893,
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liam Mortimer Clark. Plutarch tells us of Timotheu- the Athe-
nian, who had been a particular favorite of Fortune, as the old
worshippers of Jupiter put it, that upon recounting his victory
among his friends he added at the end of several great actions,
“ And in this Fortune had no share’; after which, it is observed
in history, that he never prospered in anything that he undertook.
The Presbyterian who speaks of Providence as the Greek did of
Fortune is not likely to prosper in anything that he undertakes;
and that we may prosper, let vour present chief officer humbly
acknowledge his sense of gratitude to Him whom the men of
ancient time dimly recognized as Fortune.

We are, however, met to-night to take counsel together upon
some ‘‘points of value in doing effective church work.” The
meetings of this Presbyterian council should be made practical.
We meet here in a quasi-parliament ; we have equal voices in
discussion ; we are all eligible to be heard ; we are, in what may
be called in distinction to other church meetings, an ecclesiastical
committee of the whole. At the Sabbath-day meeting all the
elders but one are silent; the one active, the many passive ; the
one moving, and the others being moved; but only so if the
preacher and the worshippers have their trolley on the wire that
leads to the great heavenly dynamo, and that God’s Holy Spirit
thritls the circuit between earth and heaven. And this, of course,
is right, for the pulpit message is the very apex of church work,
and that occasion is not one of debate nor of discussion. At the
presbytery meetings the elder (naming him thus in the ordinary
sense) is there only once in as many years as there are members
of session, supposing the ordinary system of rotation is kept
up; so that, in fact, an elder may attend meetings of presbytery
for one year in fifteen, and then, when he is just about becoming
acquainted with the methods of business and the details of the
questions that come before the court, he is gently beckoned aside
to make way for his successor, and the cycle of his ecclesiastical
court life is run. Verily, the elders have their *““exits and their
entrances.” But in this council these conditions do not exist.
All here have an equal status; and, although it has no legislative
functions or operative powers, yet it presents opportunities of
mzay an interesting and profitable discussion, which, mirabile
dictu, is not, however, very frequently taken advantage of.

Many practical questions relative to church work and church
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government present themselves to the mind, the discussion of
which would give us much knowledge, and our church work here
in Toronto a greater impetus. Many of the subjects I would
venture to suggest are, doubtless, old; they have not in them the
bloom of perpetual youth; they are a trifle decrepit, and they
go halting along in a vague, uncertain way, as if not very well
knowing where they should be going, or whether they should, in
fact, be abroad at all. Others of them have been in the minds
of some settled long ago, and have been filed away and so labelled;
but, like the majesiy of buried Denmark, they will not stay
settled; they will not lie buried, but continually burst their
cerements, and revisit the glimpses of the moon; and although
““ Rest, rest, perturbed spirit,” may be solemnly addressed to
them, yet they still haunt the realms of life, and still trouble the
fears of many thoughtful Presbyterians.

The order of church service is a question which should invite
much useful discussion. On what principles should it be based ?
Would uniformity be advantageous? Of what should it be com-
prised? All these open up a field of inquiry. I remember hear-
ing of one congregation in which the minister, who was ad-
vanced enough not to be a slavish follower of mere custom, ven-
tured to ask his people to audibly repeat with him the Lord’s
prayer, and a large number did so, very much to their own
edification. But it was reported to the session that a man who
sat in the back end of the gallery (that sort of man always sits
in the back end of the gallery) protested vigorously that the
practice was a dangerous innovation, and that the air had a strong
Jesuit fragrance. He wanted to know whether William of Orange
tad fought and won the battle of the Boyne in vain, and darkly
surmised that it was a design of the devil, and a veiled attack on
Protestant supremacy ; and then he ended by talking ecloquently
of the ““small end of the wedge.” Of course, that settled it;
the “small end of the wedge™ always does. No advancement
was ever inaugurated but the world heard at once about, the
“ small end of the wedge,” until we feel inclined to smite the ob-
jector with the large end of a large wedge, and to wish that the
man who invented the expression had been before his invention
buried under Olympus, with Pelion and Ossa on the top. There-
upon the offensive Lord's prayer disappeared from that church
service, although the saying of it was merely invited, and
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although a large majority of that congregation expressed their
earnest desire for its continuance.

And that opens up another question : What should aicongre-
gation do in regard to any course or practice which involves
choice and is not a matter of principle, and which is opposed by
a small minority of the people ? The children of the world often
decide most important questions, involving mayhap the destiny
of the nation, by a narrow majority ; but in congregational econ-
omy how often does it occur that a small minority, with a maxi-
mum of pugilism and a minimum of Christian grace, governs a
large majority, filled with a Christian forbearance which shines
throngh them as a light from heaven! And thus growth and
improvement are often checked. It may readily be conceded
that no mere majority should necessarily govern ; but where is
the limit where the minority must be told, * Let us alonc,and let
our will be done”? Perverse minorities must cease from com-
paring themselves to Elijah at Mount Carmel, or to Galileo in
his dungeon cell; the immortal words, * Nectamen illa movet,”
have no counterpart with them. ¢ Vox populi, vox Dei,” has
lost its signification when applied to many questions of congre-
gational government, and has become merely a classical phrase.
But I must not diverge too much. I mentioned the * order of
church service.” 1 have not ventured to discuss it, because I
have the promise of the distinguished past president, Mr. \W. M.
Clark, to contribute a paper upon that subject at an early meet-
ing of this council.

‘What should be done as to a periodic revision of the com-
munion roll 7 Upon what principles should it be purged > It
certainly cannot stand with its accumulation of many names of
members who have absented themselves, not only from com-
- munion, but even from ordinary church services; have lapsed
into indifference, and mayhap merely joined the church to secure
the baptism of their infant children—a form of superstition which
testifies how strongly and naturally the uninstructed and unre-
generated heart gravitates to mere Romanism. Much advantage
will be gained from a regular and uniform system of revision.
Bear in mind that presbyteries assess congregations for the
schemes of the church based upon the number of communicants
reported ; and as long as communion rolls are revised upon differ-
ent principles, or not  avised at all, their returns to the mission-
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ary and other funds will not be uniformly proportional to the
number of communicants reported.

The question of time service or life service of the elder has
been already much discussed. Has it yet received its quietus ?
Or is it only in the cocoon-like state, waiting for the democratic
tendency of the day to force it yet again on public attention ?

Associated with this comes another question of even a greater
revolutionary tendency—the time service or the life service of
ministers. In the Canada Presbyterian discussion as to this im-
portant matter is now alive: Could church work be more effectively
done if the tie that unites pastor and people could be more easily
set free? I do not say “rent.” As it stands now, unless by a
direct- attack on the life or doctrine before the church courts,
the only constitutional means to sever the connection is to stop
the supplies; the same dire remedy whereby our forefathers, in
the days when every man carried his sword on his thigh, and
sometimes in his hand, were wont to bring haughty monarchs
to their senses, and awe even ‘ the divinity that doth hedge a
king.” The acts of the apostles, as continued in the nineteenth
century, follow the practice as laid down in the first and sixth
chapters of the Acts of the Apostles of the first century, and the
rights of the people in the election of ministers have been by
Presbyterians held sacred and inviolable. We have heard of
some grievous results from the difficulties to put an end to the
engagement—if, in fact, the relationship comes under the category
of a mutual contract with all its legal incidents. On the one
hand, the pastor may say: “ I wish to terminate this relation-
ship ”’; and says to the presbytery, “ I wish to go; release me.”
And what presbytery would decline? The reverse action is not,
however, so easy ; and I have heard of such difficulties occasioned
by the wish of the people for a change of pastcrate that they
culminated in a petition being quietly carried round and largely
signed; and then the pastor, to the dismay of the petitioners, got
back at them the following Sabbath by preaching from the text:
““ And Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in health, my brother ? And
Joab took Amasa by the beard with the right hand to kiss him.
But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was in Joab’s hand :
so he smote him therewith in the fifth rib, and shed out his
bowels to the ground, and struck him not again; and he died.”
The phillippic was so strong that the leading members had to
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leave before the end of session. They had come to hear the gos-
pel; they hear a gospel—the old one, of an eye for an eye, and a
tooth for a tooth. They asked for bread, and they got a stone—
more than one, several of them.

And, then, what shall be said as tolong vacancies where a con-
gregation cannot make up what is called * their minds,” and for
months, yea, even for years, they sit as a jury from Sabbath to
Sabbath to hear men preach for calls, instead of worshipping and
being built up in righteousness and true holiness, and becoming
more and more sanctified ? Our good Methodist brethren have a
system different from ours, which, they say, has brought them a
rich fruition and an abundant success. But it is remarkable that
just about the time when our Presbyterian brother was preaching
his sermon about Amasa and joab, and right in that very western
Canadian town, our Methodist brethren were enjoying the rich
treat of one congregation with two ministers, one sent by the
conference, and the other the choice of the people, and they were
struggling to hold two prayer meetings in one room; and while
one party was mightily moved by the Holy Spirit to offer up
prayer, the other party was as mightily moved by the Holy
Spirit to engage in the exercise of praise with their very londest
voice. So let us hasten slowly, and, without changing, see if our
system can be improved to do church work more effectively.
“ Already comes not faintly the jar of a wheel out of order in our
polity,” says the moderator of the synod of the maritime prov-
inces. “ The day for long pastorates is evidently over. The
church should strive to solve the problems connected with pas-
toral changes.”

Do we, as Presbyterians, teach or preach sufficiently on the
distinctive doctrines and polity of our church? I would confi-
dently submit that we do not. I fear that that compendium of
theology par excellence, our Shorter Catechism, is not sufficiently
taught in our Sunday-schools, notwithstanding the splendid
effort made by our Higher Religious Instruction scheme. Our
people are not sufficiently taught why we are elder-governed
Presbyterians and not bishop-governed Episcopalians; why
we are Calvinists and Presbyterians, and not Armenians and
Methodists; why we are Pedebaptists and Presbyterians, and
not Baptists; why we have open communion, and say it is the
Lord’s table, and not close communion, and say it is the denomi-
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national table. I do not stand here to argue for an overbearing
denominationalism; but if there must be isms, then I argue for
Presbyterianism, and especially for an intelligent Presbyterianism.
I firmly believe the better Presbyterian I am, the better Christian
I am. We all know that the cardinal doctrines of the soul's
immortality, the Fatherhood of God, the Trinity, the redemp-
tion, salvation by grace, Christ crucified and risen again, and
the other scripture that make a rich cluster of sparkling truth
jewels, illuminating the dark void of merely human religious
thought, should form the warp and the woof of pulpit effort; but
I plead for some threads of that teaching that shows us why we
believe the Bible as interpreted, not only by Luther, but also by
Calvin and Knox, and thus make the pattern of our teaching a
complete one. Thus we can do more effective church work.

This is the age of electricity in physical science, and this is
the age of young people in church work. The Young People’s
Society of Christian Endeavor is here; it has arrived; it has
come not to visit, but to stay. We cannot ignore it ; if we do, it
will ignore us. What shall we do with it? Tell it to mind its
own business, and leave us to mind ours ? Tell it that it is an
overgrown child, and knows not what it does? Tell it that it is
of alien blood and not Presbyterian, and that mother church ‘will
not let it repose on her bosom; will, in fact, have none of it ? Nay,
indeed ! a thousand times, nay! Like the infant Hercules in his
cradle, it has already grasped the viper brood of evil principles
and stifled them; it has already, though but a stripling, drawn
the Ulysses bow and wielded the Douglas brand. Let us enlarge
our habitation, and stretch out the curtain of our tent, and adopt
it.

The Y.P.S.C.E. says to us, as sessions, in these most loving
words of which history bears record, ¢ Intreat me not to leave
thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou
goest, I will go ; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people
shall be my people, and thy God my God. Where thou diest,
will I die, and there will I be buried : the Lord do so to me,
and more also, if aught but death part thee and me.” I never
had any trouble about the relation in my own congregation. It
is as much a part of our church work and life as the Sabbath
school is. The Sabbath school has its interdenominational con-
ventions in the counties, in the provinces, and in the nations,



488 ANOX COLLEGE MONTHLY.

and so has the Endeavor Society. The Sabbath school owes
and performs its allegiance to the Kirk Session; so does the
Endeavor Society. Whoever heard of a minister or session
croaking and uttering words of dire foreboding as to the Sabliath
school not being in contact with the church, and doing indepen-
dent work and divergent from the church? When I see pastor
or presbyter shaking their Presbyterian heads sideway over the
Christian Endeavor Society, and, like a Greek chorus, singing
dirges, I bethink me that their Endeavor Society must be
stronger than that session, and that the pastor and elders are
like swans who are fabled to sing before they die. Make your-
selves part of your Young Peorle’s Society, and you will do more
effective church work. Remember that presbyter is not “ priest
writ large,” although Milton once in an angry moment said so.

Are the relations of session and managers always pacific ?
They have separate jurisdictions. Are they clearly drawn, and
are they clearly understood ? If they are not, it will surely
cripple, and mayhap kill, effective church work. The session finds
it necessary to spend money on matters relating to the spiritual
interests of the congregation, and sends the account to the man-
agers. I have known this to provoke criticism and create mis-
understandings. This would not arise in a deacon’s court; but
the establishment of a deacon’s court is not the rule, but rather
the exception, amongst our congregations. Iknow a plan adopted
by one of the city congregations which obviates, or rather pre-
vents, the occurrence of this difficulty, and it is this: one-fourth
of the board of managers are members of session, and elected by
them to sit with the managers, and thus a link is forged which
makes the chain complete, and, where the session acts on some
quasi-temporal matter,the managers understand all about it, and
the risk of any difficulties which sometimes arise among the very
best men is thus minimized.

I have in the above ventured, so to speak, to take down from
their shelves a very few of the problems in polity that demand
investigation, and have not done much more than show their
labels. Their discussion would demand more time than you have
to-night, as well as far more learning and experience than the
speaker possesses. There is.one question, however, which I
venture to do more than enunciate. I propose to advance some
reasons in favor of its adoption that appear to me to be suffi-
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cient, although I know that many men, whose opinions I respect,
hold an opposite view ; and therefore if, at the end of my prob-
lem, I adopt Euclid’s phraseology, and write “ Quod erat demon-
strandum,” there may be, nay, there will be, murmurs of dissent.
“Is it proper in the annual congregational report to publish the
names of the subscribers, and the amounts of their subscriptions
for ordinary church purposes and for missionary objects ?”’ My
answer tothis is: ‘It is proper.” And, first, I put it on scriptural
grounds; and if I get it there, I want none higher. * Ye are the
light of the world,” said the Saviour to His disciples. ¢ Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Giving is an
act of worship, just as much as praise or prayer is; and in church
praise and prayer are public. We all hear them, and so glorify
our Father which is in heaven; and we can also judge of the
quality of either, and are stimulated by that quality, if it is better
than our own, to bring ours up to a higher standard. Giving in
church, and for church purposes, like other acts of church wor-
ship, should also be public, and so we may glorify our Father
“which is in heaven, and so we may be stimulated to bring our
own up to a higher level. I do not mean shamed or forced up
to a higher level than we can properly afford, for that is a sordid
and mean motive; but I mean aroused by conscience to do
better, if we are not doing well, by the example of our neighbor
who, so far as can be judged, is no better off, or perhaps not so
well off, as we are. Private and closet devotion is recommended,
but in the prayer meeting or church it is as reasonable to say
*« [ will sing privately,” or ““I will pray privately,” as to say ““ 1
will give privately.” The point is, What is it done for? If the
giving is for one’s own glorification, then leu it be private ; if for
God's glorification, let it be public. That is God’s command ;
make of it what you will, that surely settlesit. If a man says
to me, ‘I will not give if my name and the amount of my gift is
to be published,” then I say to him, * You have either no light
to shine, or else you must revise the Sermon on the Mount, and
erase one of its grandest principles.” But it will be said that in
the same gospel it is written, “ Let not thy left hand know what
thy right hand doeth.” That is perfectly true. I assent to that,
and there is no contradiction. But that principle is stated in
dealing with alms, because it says, ¢ But when thou doest alms,
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let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth.” That is,
do not publish abroad what vou do for your poor neighbor; it
may wound him, and cause him pain; therclore publish it not.
But giving to God’s cause is no alms. He is no beggar at your
gate. He knocks with His crucified hand at your door, it is .
true—with the hand that made the universe ; with the hand upon
whose palm the names of His children are written—but not for
char'ty. ““ The silver and the gold are mine.”

And then, too, it is often, if not always, found that the man
who quotes vou the principle about the left and the right hand
has sometimes little or nothing in either hand. It is easy enough
to leave the left hand in ignorance when the right hand does
waught.  The left hand, although Argus-eved, and with a com-
pound microscope of the very highest magnifying power, cannot
magnify nothing into something. It is only nothing enlarged,
and therefore more shameful. The givings at the temple service
were public. Jesus watched the gifts going into the treasury,
and proclaimed the amount of one of them as being the greatest
from His view, though the least from man’s view; and the giver,
the widow, in her poor attire, shrinking away, had the finger of
God literaliy pointed at her, and a crown of glory woven around
her as she stood for one brief moment the centre of a wondering
throng of wealthyv sons of Abraham and grasping rabbis. But
that scene has been carved, as if in adamant, through the cy-le
of ages, and that brief moment has been extended to all eternit,.
Let no man blush for his small gift when the God of the universe
has advertised down through the centuries thg least of all to be
the greatest of all! The poor Jew brought his unblemished
pigeon to the temple for sacrifice, and the rich Jew brought his
spotless lamb. Every man saw the other’s offering. No shame
in poverty, no glory in riches, before the Lord of hosts. The
shame then was in bringing a bLlemished or a tainted sacrifice;
and the shame now is in bringing a subscription tainted and
blemished with a false pride.

The fact is that there is in the minds of men such an innate
detestation of hypocrisy, such an intense horror of dissimulation,
that they will go to the other extreme, and do a wrong thing for
fear that the unwisc and the ignoble will sneer at them if they do
the right thing. The flash of gold flung into a church plate may
awaken an echo in hell and cause angels in heaven to shudder,
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while the smallest coin dropped in may cause an archangel in
heaven to tune his harp and fling terror into the abode of fallen
spirits.  God is served in many ways and through various chan-
nels. Men and women have their different gifts jor church work
and service, as one star differcth from another in giory. Some
are office-bearers, some are teachcers, some missionary collectors,
some tract distributors, some attend mothers’ meetings, some
are officers in  the Chri§tian Endcavor Society. Some have the
gift of song, and in church reports their names are all published
in their different degrees of work and pre-eminence in that work;
but that is all right, and nobody seems hurt or hindured. A
great many members of the church do no specific work and their
names are not published, and no complaint comes that it is
invidious to publish the names of those who do work, or that it .
arousces jealousies and creates bitter reflections. Not a whisper
of the kind is heard, but the moment yvou publish the names of
those who worship God and do Him service by their gifts of
money that moment there is, in some uninstructed congrega-
tions, a chorus of disapproval, and the opponents look shocked,
and talk about the left hand and the right hand and the relative
amount of knowledge possessediiby the different scts of five
fingers ench. I almost think the lobjectors belong to the cele-
brated taree-handed order; they have a right hand, and a left
hand, and they are a little behindband, not only as to their sub-
scriptions, but as to their application of scripture to their theory.
I have heard it also stated that the men o advocate publishing
names and amounts do so from ignoble motives, in order to have
their own names and amounts printed. But it is fair to add that
these objectors are generally found on the back benches of a con-
gregational meeting. I know many of our leading churches
adopt this plan of publication, and I have great satisfaction in
knowing that my reasonings arc strengthened by the known
practice of so many others. Fui 1ermore, the Bible Society,
the Tract Society, St. Andrew’s Society, St. George's Society,
and all the charitable societics publish names and the amount of
subscriptions, and is there any objection? Is not every one
satisfied ? Does any onc who puts down, opposite his name,
two dollars cn these lists—if that is all he can honestly aflord—
feel angry if his name is published beside that of his richer
neighbor who puts down five dollars? Never! Moreover, our
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Presbyterian Church, from ocean to ocean, reports congregational
subscriptions, dividing them into all the details, and publishes
them every month in the Record, and every year in the blue
books, so that all the world may see them. Last year, we found
that Knox Church gave $35,387 to the schemes of the church,
and we, in Erskine Church, only gave $1,551; but that fact being
published did not hurt our feelings at all. \We were glad that
Knox Church ceould do so well, and we were sorry we couldn’t do
better; but we determined to try hard to do better, and we got
the best comfort we could from the story of the widow’s mite—
although none of us gave the widow's mite, because none of us
gave all we had. But all that caused us no heartburnings. If
our church, as a whole, publishes these returns, and the congre-
gations can be compared, why should not congregations publish
their returns, and so individuals can be compared ?

But it will be said, independently of the scriptural grounds,
that it is the divine command—what is the benefit or advantage
practically 2 Well it is this, that each one of that large partner-
ship, called the congregation, would know what his partners were
doing ; and if he saw many of his partners of similar circum-
stances in life doing better than he was, then it would set him
thinking, and he would become convinced he was not up to his
responsibilities, and would be moved to increase his offering, and
let his light shine more lustrously, and so glorify his Father in
heaven to a greater degree, and thus another point of value would
be added in doing cffective church work.

I would here make some reference to what that able English
publicist, Mr. W. T. Stead, calls the “ Civic Church "—that
federative entity spoken of by him at the Parliament of Religions.
This is what he says itis: * The fundamental idea of the ¢ Civic
Church’ is that of the intelligent and fraternal co-operation of all
those who are in earnest about making men and things some-
what better than they are to-day. Men and things, individually
and collectively, are far short of what they ought to be, and all
those who, sceing this, are exerting themselves in order to make
them better ought to be enrolled in the ¢Civic Church.” From
the pale of its communion no man or woman is excluded because
of speculative differences of opinion upon questions which do not
affect practical co-operation. The world has to be saved, and
the aumber of those who will exert themselves in its salvation is
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not so great that we can afford to refuse the co-operation of any
willing worker because he cannot pronounce our shibboleth. An
atheist, say of the type of Charles Bradlaugh, would no more be
excluded from the * Civic Church’ because of his inability to recon-
cile reason with revelation than you would turn a red-haired
man out of a lifeboat crew. For the basis of the fellowship of
the ¢ Civic Church’ is their willingness to serve their fellow-men,
and he is the best ‘ Civic Churchman’ who devotes himself most
loyally, most utterly, most lovingly, to work out the salvation of
the whole community. And then we have a programme of what
is to be done for the child, the youth, and the adult. And
amongst the objects affecting the adnlt that the ¢ Civic Church’ is
to prosecute are these : The formation of volunteer corps (and I
suppose that would include Sunday afterncon parades); the
establishment of fire and life brigades; providing the aged with
tobacco and snuff; a minimum of saloons, and these well con-
ducted ; good theatres and decent music halls; bands in parks;
honest friendly societies ; creation of labor colonies; the direc-
tion of emigration ; free baths and wash-houses; cheap transit
by train and rail ; reformed funerals ; cremation ; the poor man’s
lawyer ; cab shelters; enforcement of law against smoke; pre-
venting the pollution of rivers.”

These, and many others of that kind, form a magnificent pro-
gramme for legislative assemblies or municipal councils. or a
joint charity commission, to struggle with, ard great results may
be achieved ; but to bring all these within the circle of church
work is surely aside from its main purpose and lofty object. A
church which spends its power in looking after mere creature
comforts is not the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
church is not for building on the outside; it is for promoting
growth from the inside. Not for decorating the circumference of
human life, but for expanding and vivifying from the centre.
Not for manufacturing, but for vitalizing. It is not for fashion-
ing crystals, beautiful crystals, that we are, as Christians, con-
cerned about ; but it is the planting of living germs of Christ
life. 1tis not a mere salee we are secking, but it is salvation w -
aim for. This programme would be quite consistent with the
condition of things at Ephesus when Paul said unto certain of
the disciples there, * Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ve
believed ? " and they said unto him, “ We have not so much as
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heard -whether there be any Holy Ghost.” And a church that
does not recognize the Holy Spirit in all its operations, and puts
Him in the forefront of all its work, and holds Him as its central
principle, at once unchurches itself; it may be a great improve-
ment on the city council or House of Parliament, it may be a
great co-operative entity for good work, but it is no church.
‘What shall we say of that feature of the programme that desires
the church to establish and regulate saloons? Humor is the
crackle produced by the friction of two utterly dissimilar ideas.
That receives an apt illustration when we bring into conjuncture
the church and the saloon, two ideas utterly dissimilar, and then
do not our faces broaden and our cheeks wrinkle with the humor
of the situation thus forced upon us? Where can we get the
prayer meeting and the bottle to join hands? It is a spectacle
for men and gods to laugh at. * Rescue the Perishing,” and
¢ Jesus, Lover of my Soul,” cannot harmonize with the enemy
that men put into their mouths ‘to steal away their brains”
and damn their souls. There is here nothing to discuss. We
have no time to talk t¢ a man who avers that twice three makes
sixteen. As to the rest of the clever journalist’s programme, I
see much to hope for and to wish success for; but I cannot
at present see how it will help us to advance effective church
work, that is, within the church, though many of its objects
are most commendable (o us all as Christian citizens.

THERE'S a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the wideness of the sea,
There’s a kindness in his justice
Which is more than liberty ;
For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind,
And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.
—F W. Faber.




“THE STONES OF ST. ANDREWS.”

FOUR CHAPTERS IN SCOTTISH CHURCH HISTORY.

N these days of swift and easy travel, many a student of divinity
looks forward to a journey to the old lands. His mind is
stored with notable facts about the past and present of the church
he loves. But he would fain stand upon many a spot famed in
the history of that church, and there follow up his past study
with living contact. When personal experience follows upon
study, a new, living interest is kindled.

In laying plans, therefore, it is natural to seek to find how
the time may be most valuably employed; how it can be so
arranged that there shall be the maximum amount of benefit,
together with the minimum expenditure of time and money.

There are certain places about which decision is made at
once, and rightly, the famous points towards which travellers ofall
sorts and conditions converge. Thereare others, however, which
are somewhat out of the main routes of tourist travel which may
be overlooked at the time, but which are of great interest to all
thoughtful travellers, and of commanding interest to the student
of divinity.

There is one spot in particular whick no one interested in
the past of the Scottish church can afford to miss, and it will be
my purpose, in the present paper, to show the delight and the
benefit which a visit to it will afford. The place to which I refer
is the ancient city of St. Andrews. This is the northeastern
region of Fifeshire, facing seaward, where the Frith of Forth
narrows in from the German Ocean.

The place has many and varied charms. It is, looked at
from all points, picturesque. The view of the city from the sea is
striking, for the rugged, sea-beaten coast is there crested by spires
and towers, and buildings great and small.

Then the view of the sea from the city is equally attractive.
There stretches before the eye a magnificent expanse of water,
the ever-changing effects being heightened by distant coast
lines, by the islands of the Forth, and by lighthouses. Then
the view within the city at once commands attention. The
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quaint, irregular streets of the older portion, so quiet and old-
world-like, untarnished by the smoke of factory chimneys, or
unexcited by the whirr of electric car.

Besides these picturesque charms, there is the winter interest
of the University life (for here is the mother university of Scot-
land), and the summer interest of summer resort experience. But
far beyond all @sthetic and intellectual charms with which St.
Andrews is surcharged is a spiritual interest which, while it
includes thesé two charms, overshadows them. Here we are on
holy ground. Here, in this, the ancient ecclesiastical capital,
there rises before us the past history of our church—a past upon
which our present is largely builded.

There is one spot, of all others, towards which our footsteps
naturally turn. We go to the cliffs overhanging the sea, and
there we are almost hemmed in by four buildings of different
dates—a rock cave, a little chapel, the jagged ruins of a great
cathedral, and a storm-beaten castle. As we stand on the one
spot, each of these objects within a stone’s throw of us, we can
read, upon these piles of stone, the history of Scotland till the
Reformation. And in reading in these four buildings four
chapters in Scottish church history, we see the mighty forces of
evil which crumbled into ruin, and the mightier forces of good
which triumphed, and which made us what we are. Let us
visit each of these monuments of a bygone time, and study the
chapter which it opens before us of the past of the Scottish
church.

(1) The Cave of St. Regulus. We go to the edge of the cliff
upon which we are standing, and descend by a series of rude
steps cut in the solid rock. 'When we have descended some dis-
tance, we reach the mouth of a small cave. There seems to be,
without the cave, little to be learned. Above are the cliffs;
beneath, the sand beach; before us, the restless sea.

There is little within the cave to interest or attract; only the
black rock around and above us, only a resting place cut by a
rude chisel, and the cold sea breeze blowing in upon us. Yet we
are upon holy ground ; for, standing here, we can read upon the
rock walls of the cave one of the first pages in Scottish church
history. ’

An atmosphere of legend and tradition floats about this cave,
and it is not an easy matter to find the foothold of reliable his-
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tory. From out the mist a few simple facts can be brought
forth.

One day, in the early Christian centuries, a boat entered the
bay, and was run ashore on the sandy beach beneath the cave.
From the boat there stepped out a Christian teacher. He found
the cave to be just such a place as he desired—a place in which
he could commune alone with God; a place whence he could
issue forth to tell to the wild natives the gospel message, and go
upon errands of mercy.

Such is the historical fact; but when we make enquiry as to
who he was, how he came to land here, what was the story of his
daily life, we are thrown back upon three traditions. It will cer-
tainly be interesting to outline these traditions.

The first runs as follows: In the first century of the Christian
era, Constantine, Emperor of Rome, had brought the bones of the
Apostle Andrew to Constantinople, and in this city they were pre-
served as relics peculiarly sacred. In Constantinople there labored
aman of God named Regulus. God commanded this Regulus,in a
vision (sothe legend goes), to take certainofthe bonesofthe apostle,
to bring with him seven companions, and sail to the barbarous
north. At one point in the voyage the vessel would be wrecked ;
there he must land, there labor. On the sunken rocks out at
sea the vessel was wrecked. Regulus and his companions here
landed, dwelt in this cave, and built a church (of which no trace
now remains) to the glory of God, and in honor of St. Andrew.
Thus, says the tradition, the place in later times received its
name, and thus Andrew came to be the patron saint of Scotland.

This story has much romantic charm, but it must be set
aside as one of those fantastic legends so dear to the medizval
Roman Catholic Church.

In the second tradition there comes down to us the following
account: The man of God who began his humble work here was
named Regulus, and was a disciple of Columba of Iona. In his
labors in Ireland, and afterwards in Scotland, Columba was fol-
lowed by a band of eager disciples. These disciples, glowing
with enthusiasm caught from him, went separately in many
directions, telling the gospel message.

Now, an ancient record preserves for us an account of a mis-
sionary tour of Columba, and amongst those mentioned as being
of his company is one “ Riagail.” This Celtic name might be
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easily Latinized into *“ Regulus,” and this person may have been
the first Christian teacher of St, Andrews.

The third tradition declares this man to have been a Culdee
missionary. The name *“Culdee” appears to have been given
originally to saintly men who dwelt in solitary places, who had
three objects in life—to commune in solitude with God, to aid
the fatherless and the widow, and to preach the gospel. This
name came into use centuries after the death of Columba. About
the origin of the name there has been much dispute. Some
scholars trace it to the Latin *“ Deicole "’ appearing transposed
as “coludei ” (God worshippers) ; while others hold it to be from
the Celtic.

The missionary who landed beneath the cliffs of St. Andrews
was, says this third tradition, a Culdee evangelist. Of these three
traditions, the second and third alone*have any claim to credence;
and of the two latter the Columban theory appears to me to be,
on the whole, the more probable.

Whichever be the true story, the picture is fascinating and
highly instructive. Go down to the cave’s entrance, on some
quiet evening, and let the form of the servant of God come before
you. Watch him in his cave home, communing with God;
watch him stand before the rude and warlike, telling of the
Prince of Peace ; watch him as he fulfils the Culdee vow, *¢ visit-
ing the fatherless and the widow in their affliction.” Here that
river, the Scottish church, has one branch of its beginning; and
it is a river which, in power and influence, now flows through
many lands. Truly the rock cave of Regulus, though weirdly
silent, is a great teacher.

(2) The Chapel of Regulus. But we retrace our steps and
regain the face of the cliff, to read a second chapter in a second
building. Up there, above the cliffs, with its high square tower,
a sentinel on guard over the sea, is a simple little chapel. It
has no architectural feature whatever—a simple oblong building,
with a tower over one hundred feet in height. It is seen to greater
advantage at night, when, black against a moonlit sky, it rises up
weirdly, like the spirit of the past. What page of history does
it unfold? A second period in the history of the Scottish church.
Christianity now prevails, and many servants of God now labor,
banded into a brotherhood, where Regulus once toiled alone.
This is, in all likelihood, a ¢ Culdee” church, built possibly shortly
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before the year 1000 A.D.; a second church, probably, built to
replace a still earlier one. These evangelists conducted worship
in form simple, and in creed comparatively scriptural.

They were not ‘““Roman’ Catholics. They did not acknowledge
the authority of the Bishop of Rome; they do not appear to
have taught the Romish doctrine of Transubstantiation; they
do not appear to have used the crucifix. In short, allowing for
the difference between ancient and modern methods, and
acknowledging a form of church government partly episcopal,
we are surprised and delighted to note the many points of con-
tact betwixt the ancient Columban and Culdee churches and the
Presbyterian Church of modern times. Althoughcorruptions crept
into even this simple community, the picture conjured up by the
old gray chapel of St. Regulus is, indeed, a pleasing one, and the
thoughtful student can stand looking on its weather-beaten walls
and read a notable chapter in history. Within and without this
ancient pile many a rude native has listened to the chanting
of hymns, and to the gospel message. We are at the heart of
things, for St. Andrews is, by this time, the ecclesiastical capital
of the land.

(3) The Cathedral of St. Andrews. We now turn our eyes
towards another pile beside us. Here and there jagged shafts of
masonry rise skyward; here and there are bases of massive
pillars ; here and there fragments of Gothic and Roman arched
doorways and windows. Nature, in kindness, spreads many a
green leaf and much grass over the shattered wreck ; for this is
all that remains of the metropolitan church of Scotland. Even
the shreds remaining tell us that it must have been one of the
noblest pieces of church architecture ever reared in Britain. To
the artist it is precious as a peculiarly picturesque subject for
the canvas. To the architect it is peculiarly interesting as
marking that transition period when the rounded Norman type
was passing into the pointed Gothic. ]

But to the student of church history it has a charm surpassing
even these. In these jagged remnants we may read a fateful
page of the heart history of Scotland. How came it to be here?
How came it to be raised beside the little chapel, almost obliter-
ating it by its magnificence? Whence the change from the
simple chapel of St. Regulus to the great cathedral ?

The answer is here: Two tides here met, one becoming more
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and more strong; the other becoming more and more weak. The
weakening tide was the earlier Scottish church, the strengthen-
ing tide the Roman Catholic Church. Fora long time these two
tides ebbed and flowed, hardly touching each other ; but at last the °
stronger flowed northward till the weaker was obliterated. How
were these two forces brought together for the death struggle?
One significant fact, preserved in an old manuscript, touches the
heart of it. Amongst many gifts presented by Queen Margaret
of Scotland in the latter part of the eleventh century, there
came from her to St. Andrews “a crucifix richly ornamented
with gold and silver, intermixed with precious stones.” Here
was the secret of the change. Margaret, the Saxon princess,.
was passionately devoted to the Roman Church.

When she fled to Scotland and became Queen of Scotland,.
she greatly desired to change the, to her, rude and too simple
service and faith of the Scottish church for the splendor of the
Church of Rome.

Margaret, the beautiful, the saintly, the cultivated, while bring-
ing many blessings to Scotland, unintentionally wounded Scot-
land here. She used all her influence with king and people to
change the order of things. The gift of the crucifix was highly
significant. After the crucifix were sent Roman Catholic priests.
from the south, and with them came the beauty of service, and
also the spirit, of the Church of Rome.

The saintly queen died, and her son, David 1., carried out her
desires. Soon the ancient church passed into obscurity, then to
oblivion; but as its star waned the star of the Roman Church
increased, and Scotland was added to the kingdoms which bowed
before the Pope.

Now, stand by this ruin, and you may there read a thrilling
chapter. It tells the story of the wealth of thechurch. Though
the land was barren, and men in poverty, the church was vastly
wealthy. It tells of the haughty pride of its priests. The
primate here could cause the king to tremble, for he had behind
him the iron might of Rome. It tells of the worldliness of the
priests. Amid the profuse magnificence, amid the restless
scheming, the words of the Founder of the church sound strange
enougflz “ My kingdom is not-of this world.”

But the shattered ruin opens another page in the chapter,
and tells of the tyranny of the priests. Once and again the walls




THE STONES OF ST. ANDREWS. 50X

of the cathedral were lit up by a lurid glare, and a servant of God
went to God, a martyr,in a chariot of fire. Once an aged priest,
Walter Mill by name, was led out to die, and perished at the
gate of the monastery. A Bohemian evangelist, Paul Cramer by
name, was burned before the college gates in A.D. 1422

A century later and, in 1527, Patrick Hamilton was burned as
a heretic. He was noble in birth, a great grandson of a Scottish
king; noble in nature, one of the most large-souled of all the sons
of Scotland. He had studied in Germany, and had sat at the
feet of Luther and Melancthon. Burning to bear to Scotland the
great message of the Reformation, he returned. The eyes of the
archbishop were upon him for evil, and he was condemned to die.
Many an one, with perplexed, horror-struck face, came to see
him die. Three thoughts before he died: One for his servant ;
he gave to him part of his clothing, saying: ¢ This stuff will not
help in the fire, yet will do thee some good.” A prayer for Scot-
land: ‘““ How long shall darkness overwhelm this land?” A
prayer for himself: ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

He died; but hiswas not a lostlife. Men of thoughtful spirit
were led to enquire, were roused, and finally rebelled against such
cruelty. A man of the time significantly remarked: ¢ The reik
(smoke) of Patrick Hamilton infected as many as it blew upon.”
The torches which kindled the faggots around the feet of the
martyrs kindled another fire, which has not since gone out. But,
at this point in the story, the third building becomes linked with
a fourth. . .

(4) The Castle of St. Andrews. In full sight of the cathedral,
and firmly set upon the overhanging clifts, are the ruins of an old
castle. Any lover of the picturesque would revel in the beauty
of thisrugged ruin. Apart from its strength and historic interest,
there is attraction enough in the varied coloring of the stone,
enriched by the blue of the sea, the dark-green of the ivy, and
the lighter green of the sward. One side of the castle fronts
the wild sea; the other is sct landward, and guards the ancient
city. This old ruin has also its chapter; it is the scene of two
momentous incidents.

The first incident is well known. Over one of the landward
windows rich tapestries are flung; just within it chairs of ease
and rich cushions are arranged. The Archbishop, Cardinal
Beaton, surrounded by prelatesand priests, looks out. On the
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castle square faggots are piled. One man clad in black, with a
rope round his neck, is dragged forward. He looks on the cardi-
nal steadily, without malice. He turns to the people, entreating
them to believe that, though he is weak, the cause is strong.
Looking up to heaven, he cried: ‘“ Oh, Saviour of the world, have
mercy onme!”  Then hedied like a hero. The martyr is George
Wishart. He did noble work for the cause of religion by life
effort, but he did greater in dying. The people rose against the
abuse of power. Of the church of the day the words of Shakes-
peare are freighted with meaning:
¢ Oh, it is excellent

‘To have a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous
To use it like a giant.”

They had used their power tyrannously, and that power must be
broken. The castle, now so fair in the summer sunlight, was
the scene of a dark tragedy. A body of armed men entered the
castle, dragged forward the terror-stricken cardinal, put him to
death, and hung his body from that very window from which he
had watched, in his pride and hate, the death of Wishart.

This castle is the theatre in which another scene, fateful in
the history of Scotland, was enacted. A company of the Re-
formers are holding public service in the great hall of the castle.
A Reformer named Rough is preaching, and is declaring the right
of each congregation to choose its minister, and insisted on the
awful responsibility which rested upon the minister who shrank
from the call thus given. He then suddenly turned to one man
in the company, and solemnly said: “You are the man called
to be the preacher of Scotland; in the name of God and of His
Son Jesus Christ, I charge ye, that ye refuse not this holy
vocation.”

The Reformer addressed was, we are told, ¢ confounded at
this unexpected vocation, burst forth into tears, and then with-
drew to his chamber, and was under great trouble of mind for
many days thereafter.” This man was John Knox. In the
power of God he went forth to preach. He entered the parish
church ; he there proved that the Romish church of the
day had departed farther from Christian purity than had even
the Jewish church of the day- of Jesus from that church at its
best moments.” He then thundered forth as a watchword,
¢ Purge the temple.” The people, thovoughly rousad, rushed in
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a body to the cathedral, cast down the statues, set it on fire,
dismantled it; left it as it now is.

We take a last look at the ruined cathedral; there is truly
much meaning in the very ruin of it. We do regret the neces-
sity (for there was necessity) which levelled such a noble
structure. But, out of the ruin, a nobler and more enduring
structure rose—a renovated, spiritual church. Inthe casting down
of pillars a stronger fabric was upreared. There was an intel-
lectual upbuilding. Carlyle bears strong testimony to this: ““The
people began to live. . . . Scotch literature and thought,
Scotch industry; James Watt, David Hume, Walter Scott, Robert
Burns. Ifind Knoxand the Reformation acting in the heart’s core
of every one of these personsand phenomena. I findthat without
the Reformation they would not have been.” Then there was
the spiritual upbuilding. We humbly recognize that the Pres-
byterian Church has its defects and limitations; but we
also recognize right thankfully that there is being up-
builded a spiritual power ever strengthening. Truly, the
structure which rose from the ruins of the great cathedral
is a goodly one, for it is made up of liberty, learning, and spirit-
ual power.

I would close this paper as it began. I would be
glad to thinl- that this paper may have dir>cted others
to a pilgrimage to the shrines of St. Andrews, there to
read the writing on the old walls; there to gather up the story
of the past, and to estimate its bearing on the present and
future of the cause and church we love.

ALEXANDER MACMILLAN.
Mimico, Ont.

THO’ blue skies smile and flowers bloom on,
And rivers still keep flowing,
The dear God still His rain and sun
On good and ill bestowing,
His pine trees whisper “ Trust and wait,”
His flowers keep prophesying
That all we dread of change or fate
His love is underlying.
— Whittier.
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A NEW THEORY OF MISSIONS.

“TrE HoLy Spirit 1N Missions”” By A. J. Gordon, D.D.

“Tuy Kixepom CoME.”  Missionary Revieiv, November, 1893. By
the Editor-in-Chief.

HE book and paper named above are from the pen of two of
the most prominent evangelical divines of America, who
have of late commanded the attention of the world by their clo-
quent advocacy of the work of missions. However one may dissent
from their conclusions, it must be admitted that their views are
presented in a most pleasing way, with appeals to scripture in
confirmation ; nor can the sincerity of the writers be called in
question.

In these writings we find voice given to a view widely and
rapidly spreading, which is grounded on the doctrine of the
premillenarian advent of our Lord. So far, the theory is new;
and we may assert, notwithstanding Dr. Pierson’s avowed inten-
tions to the contrary, that the induction of scripture proof is one-
sided, and that many passages are evidently * warped to fit the
crook of that preconceived theory and dogma.” Both writers
are fully alive to the importance and wide reach of the theory
they set forth ; for Dr. Pierson says, * The bearing of this study
of the kingdom and the ages on missions is not only important ;
it is fundamental, vital.” In this estimate we agree; hence it
seems an imperative duty fully to consider the new theory, lest
by silence we may seem to give assent to a revolution in religious
sentiment that avowediy will overturn to the foundations the
well known views and practices which, for a hundred yeurs
nearly, have obtained throughout the Reformed churches in their
effivt to win the world for Christ “ by discipling the nations.”
If the theory is found o be in accordance with scripture, it must
and enght to prevail.  And if it is not, then is it no harmless fad
of entimsiastic visionaries, but @ dangerous error to be praver-
fully exposed and earnestly resisted.

Lei us now try to put in brief form what Dr. Gordon calls
the ** Holy Spirit's programme of missions.” This programme
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is professedly developed from the words of James in Acts xv. 14-
18, compared with Romans xi. 5 and 7, wherein the * Jewish
election ” is referred to; and Acts ii., where Peter is alleged to
refer to “‘the conversion of Israel” in “ the last days.” Hitherto
the first quoted passage has been regarded as teaching that God
had, through Peter, made known His will that Gentiles were to be
included in the church of Christ, without becoming Jews; and
that thus, in a New Testament sense, the Jewish church was to
be raised again and glorified by the accession of all nations.
Rom. xi. also was regarded as teaching that, while the mass
of Israel according to the flesh were cut off from the church of
God through unbelief, a “ remnant * of Israel who believed con-
tinued, along with Gentiles, to enjoy the privilege of being the
covenant people, and were not “cast off.” The third passage,
in like manner, was understood to teach that the gift of the Spirit
on the day of Pentecost “in the last days™ (i.e., at that time)
was a fulfilment of a prophecy of the Old Testament regarding
the Messiah's time, when (v. 21) * whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be saved,” be he Jew or Gentile. Not
thus does Dr. Gordon interpret. From these passages he
deduces a new theory and dogma, viz.:

(1) There are four ages. ** Onc age came to an end at the
first advent of Christ ; another terminates at His second coming
and His assumption of the kingdom ; a third ends at the close of
the millennium and surrender of His kingdom to His Father.” Dr.
Picrson substantially agrees in this statement, denominating the
sccond “ the present evil age,” which began at the ascension ;
and the third * the coming age,” cxtending from the “ advent in
glory to the close of the millennium.” Thus the cnd of this
present age is fixed at the so-called personal coming of the Lord.

(2) This agce is a “*parenthesis 7 in the history of Ismcl ;
“the awful gap of Isracl’s national rejection.™ The Ecclesia
occupies this parenthesis, heing formed exclusively of those who
are called out from among the Gentiles during this period. When
their “fullness has come in,™ there will be “a resumption of the
ancient nation.”  Dr. Pierson calls this “ the age of the church,
the outgathering of the body and bride of Christ from all nations;
and this age belongs to the times of the Gentiles.”  The church
did not begin till the Holy Ghost came down.

(3) The work to be done by Ged's people in this age is to



L e e ya h e eyt s v

506 KNOX COLLEGE MONTHLY.

witness and suffer, while they preach the gospel and God is call-
ing out the elect by His Spirit—not *‘to convert the world, or to
disciple the nations.” “On the day of Pentecost the church
was let down from heaven,” to take into it the Gentiles; and
when the “number of elect Gentiles shall have been accomplished,
then the church will be taken up again into heaven, even
at the appearing of the Lord in glory.” So says Dr.
Gordon. Dr. Pierson adds: ““ Th.s is pre-eminently the age of
the Spirit. the dispensation of the Holy Ghost. It opened with
His advent, and is especially the period of His personal adminis-
tration ; as Christ’s substitute, He administers the kingdom. We
are not justified by scripture in expecting, during this age, the real
triumphs of Christ’s kingdom.” Our duty is not * to bring all the
world to Christ,but to bring Christ to all the world,” as Dr. Gordon
puts it. There is, during this age, no visible kingdom. The
chur:h and the visible kingdom of God do not, cannot, co-exist.
There was a kingdom—the Jewish—before the church was formed
at Pentecost, and there will be again after the church has been
caught up to heaven, and returns to re-establish the nation of
Israel, under the personal reign of King Jesus. But the visible
church is not the kingdom of God.

(4) *“ The coming age™ of Dr. Gordon, and ““last days” of
Dr. Pierson, will be ushered in by the personal return of the Lord
at the head of an army. The returning church—the bride—
¢ with Him now becomes a warrior.” It is to be ‘“an age of
conquest. There are to be, both at the beginning and end, wars
of conquest, and judgments more or less destructive.” This will
be the age of the kingdom : the age of coercion, not of persua-
sion: not, as the present, the age of the church. “The sword
belongs to the kingdom.” By the kingdom we are to understand
Christ’s reign over Israel in the flesh; when the Lord will take
personal “ command of His army, and with it march forth to the
final conquest of the mations,” smiting them with the sharp
sword, and ruling them with a rod of iron. It will be the * re-
sumption of His kingdom,™ which was interrupted by His ascen-
sion. This age wiil end when cvery cnemy has been destroyed,
and Christ shall give the kingdom over to the Father. In ather
words, this is the millennial age, during which the Lord will be
persemally present.

We need not make further quotations at present, as in these
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four particulars we find the chief features of the new premille-
narian theory and dogma of missions, which may, we think, be
fairly summed up as follows : In this age Jesus has no kingdom ;
it is suspended meanwhile. The Holy Ghost is now calling out
from the nations, Jewish and Christian, the church, which con-
sists exclusively of those who are regenerated between the first
and second advents. For this purpose the gospel is preached.
When the number of the elect is fulfilled, the church will be
. caught up to heaven ; it will afterwards return, under the leader-
ship of our blessed Lord, as an army, to re-establish the king-
dom of Israel, and by conquest and judgment will destroy all His
enemies, and establish His dominion over the whole world by
¢ coercion, not by persuasion.” Meanwhile, mission work should
be restricted to preaching the gospel, thus witnessing for Christ,
seeking the conversion of individuals, and their separation from
the nations; but not trying to affect nations as such, i.e., as
political organizations, or collectively.

It is evident how widely this theory differs from that on which
the churches have been acting. It has hitherto been generally
accepted (the Brethren among us alone deny it):

(x) That there is a visible church now on earth (Acts ii. 44 ;
xv. 22, 41) organized (Acts xi. 22 ; Xiv. 23), which sends out mis-
sionaries, and has other functions of a spiritual nature.

(2) That this church is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Rev. i. g), of which He is head (Eph. i. 22); is in the world, not
of it (John xvii. 16; Xix. 33, 36) ; is spiritual in its nature, agen-
cies, and instrumentalities (Eph. vi. 12; 2 Cor. x. 5), and not
carnal; is established and maintained by proclaiming the gospel
of the grace of God, and the practice of truth, righteousness,and
love (Matt. v., and xiii.); that Jesus now is king, and reigns (Phil.
ii. g), and will continue to reign till the end (I. Cor. xv. 23).

(3) That the Christian church is a continuation of the Old
Testament church under former dispensations, including all who
in past ages were saved by faith; such as righteous Abel, Noah,
Abrabham, Moses, David, the prophets, ctc. That the visible
Christian church is the antitype of the visible church of the
Mosaic economy, in which God was king, and over which God
appointed for a time a typical king, “ until the seed should come.”
That Jesus the Christ is the truc king of God’s true Isracl (John
i. 49), while nevertheless refusing to be made king of Isracl in
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the carnal sense (John vi. 15); that as king He reigns over the
covenant people of God, both Jew and Gentile, bv His Spirit and
His truth (Gal. iii. 29 ; I. Cor. xii. 13).

(4) That the work committed to the church is ““ to make dis-
ciples of all nations.” Thisis done by calling out of the world (not
out of the Gentiles) God’s elect, who are to be lights to make
God’s truth shine, and leaven to affect the mass of mankind among
whom they dwell, gradually elevating and purifying the race by
leading the nations to which they belong to become subject to -
the revealed will of God in things temporal, thus making Jesus
King of kings, and ruler of the princes of the earth—until all
nations shall be blessed in Him. We are all, then, agreed that
the gospel should be preached, but the new theory says the issue
will not be the conversion of the world (oikoumene), while the old
view looks forward to the time when, through the truth preached
and the Spirit's work among men, all men shall serve Jesus, and
be blessed in Him. The new view says Jesus will return, accom-
panied by His army of saints, with a sword, for the destruction
of His enemies, and by force shall establish His kingdom—a
temporal kingdom—and reign for a thousand years in Jerusalem.
The old view expects the Lord from heaven at the end of the age
for judgment, when His angels shall separate the evil from the
just, and the righteous shall shine forth in the kingdom of the
Father; then “these shall go away into eternal life, and the
former into eternal punishment.” As to what comes after the
day of eternal judgment, there is no difference of opinion. There
will be an eternal age: of sinless bliss for the redeemed in the new
heavens and new earth. In truth, little has been told us concern-
ing that age.

To what is this difference of opinion to be attributed? Is it
owing to unbelief? Perhaps we may find an answer to the ques-
tion in the words of Dr. Gordon: * Those who regard the
present age as final, and yet hold by the orthodox doctrines of
election, are logically shut up to the most hopeless pessimism;
for, through coupling with this doctrine its opposite—that of the
world's conversion—they can show no evidence that the circle of
election is broadening out into that of universal redemption.”
He then refers to an alleged fact : “ The increase of the heathen
is, numerically, seventy times greater than that of the converts
during the century of missions.” From this he wishes us to
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infer that the result of missions must be a failure so far as the
discipling of the nations is concerned, and thinks we must look
forward 1n hopeless pessimism to a darkest future for our race.
His hope is fiery, bloody vengeance taken by the warrior Son of
man, arrayed in garments stained with blood, at the head of His
saints, ‘‘the warrior bride,” when the enemies of God shall be
smitten with the sword, dashed in pieces with the rod of iron, *
trodden down in the winepress of the wrath of the Almighty
God, consumed with fire from heaven. Ah, Dr. Gordon, you
may follow logic and be guided by sense ; but we believe. Notlike
yours is our hope. God’s enemies shall, indeed, be destroved,
His kingdom shall be established, and everything shall be cast
out of it that offends or works iniquity. But His reign in glory
shall be over a redeemed people, saved by grace; a ransomed
world, restored to Edenic purity and bliss. His subjects will be
willing, loving, loyal, rendering not a forced, but joyous submis-
sion to their King. You, Dr. Gordon, may doubt that the gospel
has the power to save, or love the power to sway the hearts of
men. But we have no doubt ; God has said it, and it will be ac-
complished in His own good way and time. As once a glorious
man of God replied, when asked what are the prospects as to the
success of missions,  Bright as the promises of God,” so we
believe; and, believing, we will try to preach the gospel to every
creature, and to disciple the nations, assured that He i with us
till the end of the age, that ¢ His word will not return unto Him
void, but will accomplish that which He pleases, and prosper in
the thing whereunto He hath seunt it.”
* Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

Doth His successive journeys run ;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,

Till moeas shall wax and wane no more.”

We may, in another paper, examine in dctail the statements
of Drs. Gordon and Pierson, so as to ascertain whether their
definition of the ages, the world, the church, the kingdom, the
nations or Gentiles, and Isracl, rest on a full or a defective induc-
tion of scripture teaching; and whether their exegesis is in
conformity with the analogy of faith. We may also enquire
whether education should be part of the nussion work of the
churches, and how civiiization is related to the true religion.

JouxN Laixa.
Dunrdas, Ont,
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TRAGIC ACCIDENTS AND THE DOCTRINE OF
PROVIDENCE.

PPALLING accidents by land and water, involving fearful
destruction of human life, have, in recent days, been of
frequent occurrence. We may cite as illustrations the sinking of
the warship Victoria, and the railroad horror at Battle Creek.
Since the days of Job, a traditional belief has maintained a linger-
ing existence that such tragic occurrences are connected with
special guilt. Job’s friends strongly maintained this view. OQur
Lord found this belief current in the time of His public ministry,
and in Luke xiii., from the first to the fifth verse, He corrects it,
declaring it a mistake to suppose that those eighteen upon whom
the tower in Siloam fell and slew them were sinners above all
the men who dwelt in Jerusalem. A question of much impor-
tance, as to its bearing on our views of the character of God, and
its influence on our own spiritual life, arises, viz., In what sense,
or, to what extent, is the hand of God to be recognized in such
tragic occurrences ?

Clearly, it will not do to say that in no sense is the hand of
God in them. Even a sparrow cannot fall to the earth without
Him. The hairs of your head are all numbered. The lot is cast
into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.
Inert matter and its laws, as also the free acts of men, are all
included in the providence of God. Of the tragic death of the
Saviour it is said: ‘ Him being delivered by the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain.” But if, on the one hand, we
must guard against the extreme of denying the hand of God in
such tragic occurrences, equally, on the other, must we guard
against adopting views which would make Him the author of
them, or imply that He wills their occurrence. He to whose
omniscience all things that actually do occur are foreseen and
certain may, for reasons wise and good, will not to arrest the
agencies through which such disasters occur. He has given to
steam its expansive and propelling power, and the world is
greatly benefited thereby, notwithstanding the risks and disasters
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apparently inseparable from its use. He does not will to make
it impossible for an engineer or conductor to misunderstand
instructions. To secure this such persons would require to be
infallible. Further, the instructions would require to be infallibly
correct, as well as infallibly understood. Machinery would also
require to be infallibly sound, and those who make it infallibly
skilful, and all who travel infallibly careful. In a word, man
would require to be an infallible being.

But, it may be asked, might not God interpose in certain
cases where, without such interposition, disaster was inevitable ?
Such a method of providential administration would require a
series of miracles; and such a series of miracles would become
resolved into a natural law relieving man of personal responsi-
bility. Miracle, also, could no longer serve as the confirmatory
seal of a supernatural revelation. It would have lost its signifi-
cance and value. God may, and often does, disappoint the plans
of individuals, and thereby does graciously prevent their being
involved in such disasters. The doctrine of a special providence
is true, because the doctrine of a general providence is true.
The former is implied in the latter as really as links are implied
in achain. But even where He does not so interpose, still it is
well with His own. Who can estimate the supernatural support
which, by His grace, He gives in such supreme crises? Who
that has read the heart-melting words of Mr. Vandusen, as she
met her death in the burning wreck at Battle Creek, can doubt
that she was more than herself at that terrible moment? And
were there not other compensations given to her also? She was
a devoted Sabbath-school teacher, and her heart was set on
doing good to others. Her words have gone to the ends of the
earth. God has given her the civilized world for an audience, and
her dying words may do more good than all her Sabbath-school
teaching. “ How unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out.”

Woodstock, Ont. W. T. McMuULLEN.



PSALM C. 3.

N the text, the Authorized Version gives the middle of the verse
thus: “ It is he (the Lord) that hath made us, and not we
ourselves.” In the margin it gives, instead of the last four
words, “and his we are.” Our two metrical versions of the
Psalm follow the text:

“Without our aid he did us make.”
““ Not we, but he us made.”

So also does Watts in his version :

‘¢ His sovereign power, without our aid,
Made us of clay, and formed us men.”

The two renderings in the Authorized Version of the words

.specified change places in the Revised one. Young, in his trans-

lation, gives ‘‘ and we are his.”

These two translations represent as many readings in the
Hebrew. One of the latter is “ not™; that is to say, * not we
ourselves.” The other is ‘““to him”; in other words, * we are
his.”

Now, the question is. Which of these readings is the correct
one? I, for one, say without the least hesitation that the
second is. 1 can see no reason whatever for saying that the first
is. Let us look at them in the order in which T have given
them.

To say either that we did not make ourselves altogether,
independently of God, or that He made us without our helping
Him, is only trifling. It is utterly impossible for us to imagine
our doing the one or the other, for each is an utter absurdity.
The words “ create,” ““ make,” and the like, present to the mind
two objects, one of which gives, and the other receives from it.
Of necessity, the former must be before the latter. For example,
a carpenter makes a table. He does not make the materials of
it, but he makes that arrangement of them which forms the table.
Of course, he must have being before the table. Take a very
common figurative expression, ‘“ A self-made man.” This means
that the person to whom the term is applied has brought himself
into a certain state. But he was in being before he did so.
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Now, if we either wholly made ourselves, in the strict sense of
that term, or helped God to make us, we must have had being
before. Well, how came we to have it? Did we wholly make
ourselves, or help God to make us, and afterwards wholly make
ourselves, or help Him to make us? To say that we neither
whclly made ourselves, nor helped God to make us, is of the
same nature as saying that a circle is not square, black is not
white, a ball is not flat, a solid is not a liquid, a dead body can-
not bring itsel{ to life, and so on. It certainly does not express
great humility to say that we, neither wholly, nor in part, gave
ourselves being, for to do the one or the other is an utter impos-
sibility, as I have aiready shown.

Let us now turn to the second reading, *“ We arehis™ (liter-
ally, “to him”). There is great majesty in these words, few
though they are. If we are the work of God’s hands, we the
clay, and He our potter, then we are not our own. We belong
to Him, and to no one else. He has a right to all that we are
and have. We ought, then, to use in His service, and for His
glory, all that we are and have. If we are the work of His hands,
He will not forsake us if we trust in Him. He cares for us.
Then, let us cast all our care on Him. What is true with respect
to the first creation is equally true, in a higher sense, with
respect to the new creation in Christ Jesus.

The difference between the two readings, merely as a matter
of writing, is, certainly, a very slight one—only one letter ; but
the difference in meaning is considerable. For the reasons which
I have given, I unhesitatingly say that to H7m, and not not, is the
true one.

Some most strongly condemn the use of the terms, ¢ Father-
hocd of God,” and * brotherhood of men,” save with application
to those who have been created anew in Christ Jesus. Certainly,
this is the noblest sense in which they can be used. But we
have scriptural authority for using them in the lower sense—that
of the first creation. When Paul addressed the Athenians on
Mars’ hill, he quoted the saying of certain of their poets: ¢ For
we are also his offspring,” immediately adding, ‘ Forasmuch
then as we are the offspring of God,” thereby declaring that the
quotation expressed a truth. On that occasion he spoke “as he
was moved by the Holy Ghost.” Of course, he spoke of all men,
without any distinction whatever. If all men are the offspring of
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God, in the natural sense of the term, as opposed to the spiritual,
to say that God is, in the same sense the Father of all is simply
to state the same fact in a different form. And if He is, in that
sense, the Father of all, then, in the same sense, all are brethren.

T. FENWICK.
Woodbridge, Ont.

DusT as we are, the immortal spirit grows
Like harmony in music ; there is a dark
Inscrutable workmanship that reconciles
Discordant elements, makes them cling together
In one society. How strange that all
The terrors, pains, and early miseries,
Regrets, vexations, lassitudes interfused
Within my mind, should e’er have borne a part,
And that a needful part, in making up
The calm existence that is mine when 1
Am worthy of myself !

— Wordsworth.

THERE are in this loud, stunning tide

Of human care and cnime
With whom the melodies abide

Of the everlasting chime ;
Who carry music in their heart,
Through dusky lane and wrangling mart,
Playing their daily task with busier feet
Because their secret souls a holy strain repeat.

—Keble.




SENSE AT WAR WITH SOUL: STUDIES IN THE
“IDYLLS OF THE KING.”

{. INTRODUCTORY.

N the dim cloudland of legend and fairy tale through which
we trace the story of Arthur and his knights, we catch
glimpses here and there of figures which have the substantial
appearance of realitv. In the days of the Saxon invasion of
England, attack was made both on the eastern and western
coasts. In Kent the natives formed an alliance with the Saxons
against the Picts and Scots, but the Britons’ allies soon trans-
formed themselves into conquerors. In the west, however, a
brave resistance was made to the invading Saxons, and the
leader and hero of this resistance was the historical Arthur,
Unfortunately for the British cause, civil war broke out between
the western tribes. In one of the battles of this civil war Arthur
was slain, and with his death the struggle against the Saxons
came to an end. This happened somewhere about the year 500.
But the memory of the brave soldier who had done what he
could was not allowed to die. The bards of Wales and all the
west sang of his exploits in their wild lays, and Arthur and his
deeds formed the story-teller’s theme in camp and by the fireside.
As might be expected, deeds performed and traits possessed by
other heroes gradually gathered round the notable name of
Arthur, and were attributed to him, until the volume of romance
grew large in size and marvellous in detail.

About the year 1140, Geoffrey of Monmouth gathered up
these scattered songs and stories and embodied them in his
Historia Britonum. But he made no attempt to separate the
legendary from the historical, and paid little attention to chrono-
logical arrangement. From his work the tales were translated
into French and other continental languages. They became
widely spread and very popular, and as they passed from lip to
lip, and from land to land, they developed many additions and
modifications.

About the end of the twelfth century, Walter Mopes arranged
the legends in regular form, and gave a religious tone to the
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whole cycle by adding the story of the ¢ Quest of the Grail.” It
is he. also, who gives to us the splendid tigure of Lancelot of the
Lake as we know him now, and brings upon the scene the
knight of purity, Sir Galahad. To Mopes also we owe the
account of the death of Arthur; though Layamon, who wrote
some of the legends in Anglo-Saxon, has added the taking of
Arthur to Avalon. From Mopes’ version the book passed into
France again, and was further transformed and embellished.

In the middle of the fifteenth century an English knight, Sir
Thomas Malory, brought back the tales from the French and
wrote them out in English, re-creating them, however, with the
breath of his own genius. Malory’s book was published by
Caxton in 14835, one of the first productions of his newiy-invented
printing press. After a period of great popularity this work was
allowed to fall into neglect, but within the present century it has
found again its due recognition as a true classic. It is now pub-
lished in several editions, with Caxton’s own inimitable introduc-
tion. And they who wish may find there, as Caxton says,
** Many joyous and pleasant histories, and the noble and
renowned acts of humanity, gentleness, and chivalry. For
herein may be seen noble chivalry, courtesy, humanity, friendli-
ness, hardiness, love, friendship, cowardice, murder, hate, virtue,
and sin. Do after the good and leave the evil, and it shall bring
you into good fame and renown. And for to pass the time, this
book shall be pleasant to read in; but for to give faith and belief
that all is true that is contained herein, ye be at your own lib-
erty. But all is written for our doctrine, and for to beware that
we fall not to vice nor sin, but to exercise and follow virtue, by
the which we may come and attain good fame and renown in this
life, and, after this shortand transitory life, to come unto everlast-
ing bliss in heaven; the which He grant us that reigneth in
heaven, the blessed Trinity. Amen.”

This work by Malory was the main source from which Ten-
nyson drew the material for his ‘“Idylls of the King.” But if
Malory’s work was no slavish copy of the French romances, still
less is Tennyson’s a versified edition of Malory. The plot is not
always identical, and often the characters have little resemblance
except in name, while the stately verse, so strong, and yet so pol-
ished, is all the poet’s own.

One other source of Tennyson's work may bec mentioned,
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namely, a translation of Welsh legends made in 1538 by Lady
Charlotte Guest, and entitled  Mabinogion.” From this the
story of Geraint and Enid has been taken.

It remains that we should speak in this introductory paper
of the purpose of the Idylls. They have a purpose. They are
not poems written only for poetry’s sake. Poetry we shall
find here, of the loftiest kind, but noble and stimulating moral
truth as well. The key to their teaching Tennyson himself has
given us. In his Epilogue to the Idylls, addressed to the Queen,
he has spoken of his work as a tale, **new old, and shadowy
sense at war with soul.” In these poems, then, we have a par-
able. From the lives of the men and women who move before
us on this stage, from their temptations and their strivings, their
failures and their victories, we may learn the old lesson which we
need to be taught over and over again—that in every man there is
a baser and a better part, which are continually at war with one
another. “ The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit
against the flesh,” the victory lying sometimes on the one side,
and sometimes on the other: and eternal destiny depends upon
the issue of the conflict.

It will be our endeavor, in a short seriesof papers, to trace the
progress of this conflict as it is set before us in a few of the poems
which make up the “Idylls of the King.” We pretend to no
exhaustive treatment of the subject, but shall be satisfied if we
succeed in indicating how the subject might be developed in
other and better qualified hands.

RoserT HaDDOW.

Milton, Ont.

LiFE may give for love to death
Little ; what are life’s gifts worth
To the dead wrapt round with earth ?
Yet from lips of living breath
Sighs or words we are fain to give,
All that yet, while yet we live,
Life may give for love to death.
—Swinburne.



OUR MISSIONARIES IN CHINA.

Te the members of the Knex College Alumni Axsociation

EAR BRETHREX, -To us the chief event in January was
the baptism of teacher Wang and his son. [hey are the
first in the Chin Wang section received into the Christian church.
Mr. Wang had been about fifteen months on probation. It may
seem to be a long time: but our aim is to have a pure church,
rather than to report converts. Mr. Wang has made most grati-
fying progress in Biblical knowledge. He is a man of excellent
judgment, and commands the respect of all. We are often sur-
prised at the clearness with which he grasps the Christian
thought, and how little he is warped by the doctrines of the
famous sage upon which he was brought up. We are trusting
that the Lord has a wide field of usefulness before him.

Shortly after the Chincse New Year, I made a tour to Chang-
te-fu, Tong Yin Hsien, Hsin Chen, and Hsiin Hsien, a circuit of
about one hundred miles. Mr. Grant accompanied me. It was
his initial experience. He managed the sale of books, and left
me free for speaking. And, though he did not exercise the gift
of tangues, vet his exccilent good nature on all occasion$ could
not but make a good impression upon his Oriental friends.
Thirteen days of our tour were spent at Hsiin Hsicn, where the
great idolatrous fair was in progress. Part of the time Messrs.
MacGillivray and Mackenzie were with us.  We four foreigners,
with the help of the natives, were enabled to carry on work daily
at two advantagcous places on the fair grounds, as well as at our
inn. It is impossible to estimate the influence of such an open
declaration of the gospel at a centre where several hundred thou-
sand idolators assemble annually. Our Master’s instructions arc:
“What I tell you in-darkness, that speak ve in tixe light : and
what ye hear in the car, proclim upon the housctops.™  These
we almost literally carried out, for we stoad on the hilltop,
preaching Christ, hard by a road over which thousands of pl-
grims passed dailv.  We encountered no opposition.  Numbers
were arrested by the truth, and afterwards came to enquire.
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Sometimes it was well on to midnight before we could get the
room cleared and go to bed.

Since March 20th, [ have been stationary at Chu Wang,
Mr. MacGillivray and Dr. McClure both being away. However,
since the sick have come in increase