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THE

CHRISTIAL BANNER.

“1f any man speak, lethim speak as the oracles of God.”
“Thig i3 love, that we walk after kis commandments.”

VOL. VI COUBOURG,;OCTOBER, 1852 NO. 10.-

PREACHERS—PEOPLE.
NUMBER TWO.

OQur next question is, How shall preachers déport themiselves in
their labours among their bethren and all wheni' they teach?

e read of no apostle, preacher, or teacker in the Christian oracles |:
who nimea principatly to let the people see how admirably he counld |
please ther  Neither do we find any one pursuing the very opposite |:
course—speaking as by steam-power—detérmined to showall men his |,
great boldness and independence.  Nor will it be easy to point to a- ||
primitive preacher, wlose cvident desire’was to be regarded “ a smart |;
man.” These three traits are doubtless of modern manifestation.
And, excopt in one' instance, we 16ok in vain for anything like the
usurper’s power or the influenct* of lordship among the preaching
primitives” Demetrius built *hinitelf up and reached for'power,'even
above the Apostles; and henct he could “ prate against” them with a i
¢ usurper’s “tongue. The mbck and lovely John tookt hisvase specially
in hand, and in due course exposed his ¢ evil deeds.” L

May we conclude, then, that a preacher should guard against these
four things —that of being a man-pleaser? that of priding himself
upon his personal independence ; that of'angling and catering for the
reputation of - a great preacher; and“that of claiming to himself
large authority, and clothing himself' with sanctified and awful
dignity, - :

1t is to be regretted that every pteasher ddes not get his mentsl
eye, or his eye of faith upon tlie Lord of Life, as he ministered to
humanity before his erucifision. Can any one think of Jesus,while
he tabernacled among men, turning away fromia man because lLe
was rude or unpolished, or that he spurned him because he'whs poor,
or despised him because he did not move in a high enough ‘citele, or
did not dress to suit httn ?  Or can the mdst fastidious imdgine for
2 moment, that the Saviour would pay great attention to a charge
brought against* a rich brother,” and no attention at all to the dif-
ficulties of a peor one? Ot will any preacher cast a glance at the ..
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258 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

Groat Teacher while on carth in the midst of a multitude he is ad-
dressing, and suppose that he is attempting to show himself off to
advaatage before them ?—thut he is.solicitous to speak fine words ?—
oratorical sentences ?—or exbibit a degree of human boldness which
may attract men and produce a species of fame ? '

Would it not be well, on the whole, for preachers in laboring either
among saints or sinners, to.enquire frequently in their own hearts,
¢ How would my Lord and Saviour do if he were here ?

But, to pass to the third question, it is the constantand conscien-
tious reflection, uppermost in the mind of preachers, that they are
under the ever vigilant eye of the Omnipotent One, and that they
wiil on the Great Day give an account of their responsible steward-
ship, which operates as the strongest, the best, and tne holiest motive
in securing faithfulness and christian worth while attempting to
“make full prost of their ministry.” Even an apostle, inspired as he
was, and strong as he felt himself in the power of the truth, watched
himself as in the immediate presence of “tod, lest while being an in-
Strument to convert and save others, he might himself  hecome a
castaway.” The man who lsbours as * secing Iim who is invisible,”
and constantly reminds himself that the Iloly One sces Inm and
takes knowledge of his doings, is divinely fortified against many of
the weaknesses and imperfections common to men in the flesh.

For instance, a preacher is about rising to address an assembly,
and he lifts up his soul in prayer— Lord! bere am T and this peo-
ple; I am to speak, they are to hear; but soon both T aid they will
stand beforc Tlhee and render in our account;—help us ail to
realize that we must soon appear at the Judgment seat. Would it
be possible for preachiers with suel @ solemn sense of the sublime
realities of an cterual state, and in view of their accountability before
God, to trifle with men’s souls and attempt to exhibit their own
expertness, learning, dignity, authority, and accomplishments, in-
stead of the salvation which is through cur Lord Jesus Christ? The
preacher’s themes, ewbracing God, heaven, life, death, transgression,
salvation, justice. merey, God’s love, God’s wrath, are the most grand
and the most solemn topics in the universe; and yet we sometimes
find the preacher taking pains to be as witty, funny, and smirkish a8
though all these religious realities were rclated to the theatre. There
is ot wantiug a specimen of preachers ¢ of the reformation” who
thinkit *smart” to be odd from everybody, and who while discours-
ing will travel forty-five degrees out of their way to bring in something
as comie and mirthful as a scene in “Punch.” Some of these men
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i

instead of being teachers, should be sent to a reforming school,
where they themselves might be taught reverence and godly fear.
It they ever realize that they ave in the presence of God, and have
most responsible dutics to perform, they are most unfortunate in
making their ¢ profiting appear unto all men.”

Paul’s preface to his charge to one of the primitive preacliers was
1 charge, thee, therefore, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick aud the dead 2t his appearing and king-
dom.” The solemn charge itseif was, first, ¢ Preach the word;” se-
cond, “Be instint in scason, nut of scason”; third ¢ Reprove, rebukes
exhort, with all long.suffering and doctrine.”  And anozher preacher
was reminded by the apostle that he wasto “speak the things which
become sound doctrine,” a part of which teaching consisted in making
even aged men “sober, grave and temperate,” and young men “sober-
minded”” It would be 2 singular lesson that certain young, pert,
spruee, play-actor like preachers, in the year of grace 1852, would
teach upon sobricty and grayvity. They forget the injunction to
preacher Timothy, * Study to show thyself approved unto God.”--
What words these are! “ Approved untv God.” How many show
themselves approved unto men, especially if the men have “itching
cars” and relish a witty anecdote—how many, we say, are approved
in the sight of men who are not approved unto God. Well might
Puaul exelaim, in closing one of his letters to his son in the faith and
one of the Lord's workmen. ¢ O, Timothy, keep that which is com-
mitted to thy trust 7 The things committed to his trustasa preacher
and herald of Christ were the great and grave things of eternity.

A band of preachers who constantly cherish a living sense of the
divine presence—who frequently enter in spirit into the Holiest of
Holics—who look narrowly and carefuily into heaven’s looking-glass,
ave just the preachers and pleaders called for in times when a reform-
ation is demanded.  Their chief attention will not be a fine collar,
a well-brushed coat, a smouth chin, a remarkable cane, or a swelling
string of flowery words. They will rather carry with them the orna-
ments and attractions of the gospel, and the spiritual beautics and
fashions of the Lord’s religion. The odor of life isin all that they
think, say, or do. Their powers, plans, and aims are consecrated to
the Lord, and they lead, mento Jesus and to heaven. A score
of such m2n must revolationize any country in which God casts their
lot.

And here we are led very naturally to offer a reflection or two upon
the general eharacter, bearing, and influence of preachers among all

-
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260 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER:"

classes and conditions of men, whether saint or.sinner, infidel or

| . christian:: This is ourvfourth, and must be.our.Jast chapter.of re-

marks upon preachers. Here we have much to say; but we must
“ ceudense and study brevity, lest we should write more.than will be
read-—an error into which both''poets and ~prose.writers .frequently
fall in these days of keeping pace with steam,.rail-car, and telégraph.

One very marked trait in every - preacher should be tho-spirit of

;

i
!

.

self.sacrifi¢e—a strong, manly, bald inclinatiop .to spend and be spent

mogt sure whén human applause and bank bills shall be no more. A
preacher, when he golemnly vows before God and before his breth-
ren, that he enters the field asa laborer for the Divine Master, should
remember that a .cold ‘and .bheartless world. crucified the Lord of
Glory, persecuted and put.to -death the Apostles, martyred whole
armies of saints, imprisoned and.starved the bést men in the church,
and that- all who have rebuked the.warld. and faithfully pled for
reformation, have been compelled.to suffer more .ox less, like the
| great Captain himself. No man, therefore,.is worthy of the name of
i a preacher who is not willing to .také his place among these sufferers,

I and prove himself a religious hero—a . self-denying. servant of the

! Faithful and True Witness. And having made up his mind “to
i suffer with the pcople of God,” and even more than some of God’s
| people, he, shonld not permit himself to become.a complainer—no, nor

in the cause of the Master, with his heart and his eye upoen a reward ;

a boasterof his sufferings.  The mament a preaclher either complains

i

' - . s - -

! ormakes a boast of. his. sacrifices, he robs himself before God and
'! man of any merit there might be in his self-denial.  For in the one
|

case every reflecting person-must see that he regrets that he was |

: self-denying, and In the other ha.takes oceasion to muke it only sub-
. servient to his vanity.
Somae, indeed, complain in most sorrowful words that their brethren

|
|
i"in rendering assistance to any who plead-for Jerus. It may be all

are narrow-minded, illibersl;and penurious in supporting them, or !

i true~—it anay bd more than true—wo shall seey perhaps wien we gor
" our pen.off the preachers; but in the meantime, it must be seen that

! op e
! if we lack self-denying and self-sacrificing preachers, we eannot look

! for noble, liberal, free-hearted brethren.. Let preachers ¢ launch oat

‘ into the deep’~—let them labor and encounter- trials. after the primi-

|

!
!

‘

| tive fashion—let. them show that they are. true. ministers-of Jesus

” Christ—and “in due. time they will: reap if they faint not™ even of

| the *ecarnal things” necessary for the maintenance of *this -taber-

! nacle.”

:L * .~ . -
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But preachers who will net Jjourney unless furnished with a fine
horse and carriage, and who will hot open their lips unless so many
pieces of silver are guarahteed, should be religiously (not physically)
starved until they learn something more about the Sayiour they pro-
fess to serve. Doubtless somer other calling would he better suited
to their capacities and propensities than preaching. We would give
one vote that all such preachers should be sent where Napoleon died
—to St. Helena. And we should vote, too, that a school of Christ
particularly adapted to give instruction to ease loving gentlemen
preachers, should be erected;there; so that in a few years they might
come back to us “enlarged and improved” like the second edition
of a book thathas been revised by a liberal mind.

God and good men unite in inviting some men into the ficld of
labor ; and yet they move not—there are too many trials and self-
denials to ¢ncounter. O that we had a genuihe covering of charity
which might shield them “in that Day.”

But we must have faithful, intrepid, gealous, trial-facing men, or
none at all—men who “ consult not flesh and blood”—men who can
“ endure hardness as good soldiers” Puny, timid, fainthearted,
fearful, flesh-bound nen are always whete they ought to be when out
of the ficld where Jesus calls ¢hosen laborers. We ibsist upon
having self-denying preachers ; and no preacher can please his Master
without selfsacrifice. And no woman is fit to be a preacher’s com-
panion who is unwilling to share trials and self denials with him.-—
But, to the honor of the sisters be it said, that, so far as we are ad-
vised, they are always williug to take the lead in sufferiug nobly for
the Lord who has done so much to clevate them in society. "

Not to spezk of the spotless moral purity to be maintained by
preachers, their deep devotipn, their solieitude for the cause, their
warmnth of 1o¥e for ull good men, their interest in whatever concerns
the religiolis welfare of society, #wnd the general amiabilities of a
well dedered life, all of which &etVe to make preachers usefully influ-
entia!,=let us touch upon another feature of character very essential
to theit acceptance to God and their success as workmen. When
Jess sent chosen messengdis to announes good news in his Hane,
he required of them to bé  wise as serpents.” A certain species of
Wisdom was to be joined to innccence in their labors among mey,—
This wisdom ha# always been needed. It is needed sow a8 much as
in times past. For ant of it the cause saffers and has snffered.

Logic is not this wisdom—~rhetorie is not it—ngither is zeal-—nor ’

knowledge, moral character, nor any kindred atiribwtes. Itisratherp ‘42
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speciesof policy which is calculated to win men co the Lor(’ How often
aremen driven from a goud cause bya harsh spirit! How often are men
drawn to a bad cause by a kindly and winning spirit! Christ, then,
in the affuirs of his kingdom, has instituted something like what we
may call a gospel policy.

o beleh out against # sectarians,” and to suddenly knock the props
from idols’ temples, may be very bold and very masterly, speaking
after the manner of men; but the wisdom of which we speak is waut-
ing. To cut off 2 man’s ears, or to strike off on cneiny’s head, cannot
be considered so glorifying to the Redecimer as to win them both to
the life, love, and light for which he expired on Calvary. There is
the “meekness and gentleness of Christ,” as well as the cogent and
supreme power of truth; and could prexcherb always“speak the truth
in love,” very many would be drawn to the Saviour who are now
only excited to opposition through combative influence.

Perhaps some may say we speak from experience. What if we
grant it? If we have thundered, and used cannon, and seatterced
logical firc-brands, we have at least partially seen the impolicy of
this manner, and, what is more, we not only eonfess but forsake the
sin. Reformation—personal, sucial, general, universal reformation—

is what we pldad; and to preach one thing and practice anothor;

whether ourselves or others, is intolerable.

We know some preashers, mon of great knowledge, moral purity,
and Christian worth, who revertheless have apparently such a barba-
rian spirit that a stranger might almost set them dewn for second
‘cousins of old Satan. And hence those whom they are the instru-
meunts of converting are seemingly driven rather than drawn to Jesus.
Are we not therefore justified in ealling loudly for refurmation even
among those who stand in refortrranks? If our yeatbs. indeed, were
balf a score more, we might use still greater plainness of speech!

Let no oue hinder us from praying. pleading. talking. writing, work-
ing for a pure, vigerous, zcalous, healthy, self-denying. God-fearing
band of. preachers.. Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward’s Island, the United States, America, the world, solemnly
call for a noble a.nd honorable army. to plead for King Jesus, who is
blessed for'éver. D. Ouirnant.

. Steamer “-Bay of Quinte,* 26th *Avugust, 1852.%

P S. We have not s2arc.:1 aftar apologies for preachers in their
delinjuencies. Our work has been 'of “another caste. They will
themselves, at any tlme, (D thha.ntmucludcd) farnish their own

- apologies . D..O%

. _ - R
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MR. WM. HOOPER,:UNIVERSALIST PASTOR.

[We extract the following from the Falifax Sun. It is explained
by way of preface, that though written for the Provincial Wesleyan,
it was not admitted into the columns of that paper, and hence sent
for publieation in the Sun.—D. O.]

Harikax, September 8th, 1852.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan,

8ir,—During my residence in this city, I have been with tolerablo
frequercey a reader of the Wesleyan, Wit some of its selections I
have been well pleased, and T hope profited ; with its editorials, and
communications, baring the bad taste "displayed by the too frequent
use of such expressions as * our beloved Methodism,” &e.. I have cer-
tainly no fault to find, with the. exception of the leading editorial
in the issue of September 2nd, vhere to my great sufprise and grief
I find the following larguagé, which I think wholly unbecoming a
Christian Yditor to use, aplt to apply to'a dénomination of Christians
as conscientious, as devotgd; ahd as excmplary, if not as popular, as
any denominotion ju the country. _: - o

“Surveying Dartmoutl e. pecially, where the demoniacal figment of
Universalism has been doifig the work of death under the specious
g:'etence of opening the portals of life to ll, whether good or bad,”

» .

I, Sir, believe this same Universalism which, in the fulness of your
sectarian charity, you are pleased to term a demoniacal figment, i. e.,
a devilish lie, to be God’s'truth ; that patriarchs, prophets, and apos-
tles, have given their united testimonyin its behalf; that Jesus:Christ
himself lived for its development, and died in its.defence; and ‘that
from his time to the present, his faithful followers have not -shunned
to deelare it as the whole counsel of God. As may be expected,
then, when I see it characterised as a demonical figment, in what I
had before snpposed tobe a respeetable religious newspaper, I feel
grieved, not so much on account of any injury which I suppose it
may inflict upon the system under consideration, as on account of the
weakness and bigotry of the poor brother who penned the article.

Demoniacal figment! Just analyse the words, my brother, and -
see where their expression as applied to the system of Universalism
will lead you. God hath spoken of the restitution of «ll tlangs, by
the mowtl of his holy prophets since the world began, Acts 3 21.—
Jesus Christ himself, when on earth declared—And I, if I be lifted
up from the carth, will draw all men unto.me, John 12. 32 Paul
declared explicitly, in his Jetter to Timothy, that God ; will have all
men to be saved, and come unto a knowledge of the truth, 1 Tim. 2,
4. Pause then, I entreat you, before, in the very face of this evi-
| dence, you call the sentiment in question a devilish lie. - ‘

One word with regard to your allusion to’ Dartmouth. Tt is true
that according to its size and number of inbabitants, there are a con-
siderable number of Universalists in the place; and I should like to
have you to take the entire number who live in that town, and who

~y
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" purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous of good works.

call themselves Universalists, then select with as much care as you
please an equal number of Methodists or any other 'ists, and see how
their characters will compare. As regards rezpectability, truth, and
cven piety, were this test submitted to a sandid public, I should have
no fears. for the result. It would be sirange, indeed, if the exem-
plary conduct of the Universalists in Dartmouth could be traced to
the influence of & demoniacal figment ; no, sir. The grace of God,
which bringeth salvation to all men, (I quote from the version of the
test approved by your own commentator, Dr. Clarke.) hath appeared, |!
teaching them that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, they should
live righteously, soberly, and godly in this present world: Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, |
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himgelf for us that he might ||

J

',

In the same article from which the above exceptionable language E

is taken, you proceed to give a synopsis of the Sermon of the Rev. ||

Di. Richey, ot the opening of the Argyle Street Methodist Church, ||

in which it appears that the good Ir. is “ not far from thekingdom.” |!

T will give a short extract whieh will require neither note nor com- ||

ment:— !

% In the cross of our Lord, Jesus Christ,” says he, ©we recognize '
the atouing altar, and in his sacrificial death the grand propitiation

of the Christian temple, a propitiation for our sins, and not for ours |

only, but for the sins of the whole world. It is not enly when we |

surround the table of the Lord, and receive the symbols and seals of |

pardon, and salvation, bought with blood, with blood divine, but.as i
often as we lift up holy bands without wrath and doubting, to the

throne of God and the Lamb, that, '

“ His offering pure we call to mind, i

These on the golden altar laid, ;

‘Whose Godhead with the panhoed joined !

Far every soul atoncment made, !

And have whate'er we ask of God, i

Through faith in that all saving blood.™

As a matter of justice to a denomination which you hiave gone out
of your way to abuse, I ask you to insert the above communication.in-
your paper.

WiLrian Hoorer,
Pastor Universalist €hurch,
Halifax,

REMARKS.

The preceding is now publie property. We.therefore requjre not
to offer anything like an apologetic reason for the liberty we have
taken in transferring it to our pages.

Our readers—at least those who have.long been readers—are ap-
prized of the fact that we approve not, (either in word or practice) of
the course.which.is frequently chosen by popular journals, in not per-
mitting every man who speaks respectfully, to speak for himself. In

—\.
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this ‘instance, it was certaibly 'anything but gentlemanly, to say
nothing of-morality, first to'd¥nvunce the Universalian faith, and
subsequently * refuse one of its prominent ' frieids and abettors to
speak ir reply. “ We have no sich - custom” “The' cause of truth
demands no such coursé; or if otherwise, we have yet to learn it.
Even a Roman Governor and a Gentile King had justice enough to
permit an apostle of the despised Jesus to plead his own case before
them. Is it not unaccountable that even those who are set down as
heathens are capable of teaching modern ¢ spiritual men* some of the
cardinal principles of justice?

Mr. Hooper, it is true, is in singtlar companyi-and is engaged in
singular work; but are these’ vhlid rensons for“'treating‘ him as ‘the
Divine Master would not treat publicans and sinners? “We have
been zealous against Universalism both with tongue and pen, “above
many of our age,”" yet where is the man who can say we have fought
this doctrine unfairly' as indicated by the rejection of the.pre.
ceding letter ?

We have a word to say about Mr. Hooper’s faith, ‘We are in'duty
bound to give him credit when he says to every reader in these Pro-
vinces who sees his letter « I believe Universalism to be God’s truth.”
What then? Let us have the basis, reason, or avidence on which his
faith rests. "A “few wordsto a Jewish audience in ‘the ‘Portico of
Solomon’s temple, as narrated in Acts iii 21, are made 'the ground-
work of at least some confidence in Universalism’ by the Pastor of the
Universalist Church at Halifax. "What : connexion there is between
Peter's language and the silvation of all men, it will be difficult to
perceive until some kind friend . points ‘it out. “The apostle, after
stating a number of events connected with the life, death, and ascen-
sion of Jesus, charging the guilt 6f his crucifixion upon the people who
heard him, calls upon them to “Repent and be converted;,” that so
their “sins might be blotted out” .And continuing his discourse
about Jesus avd his exaltation, he informs them that heaven must
retain him in his present position as the Saviour of men, ready to
blot out sins, as specified, until a certain time—until the accomplish-
ment, performance,or*filfilment of all things which were predicted
by the prophets 6f God from the world's commencement. Is this
Universalism ? If so, we would like the world to be full of'it.

The next basement stone on which Mr. Hooper builds'is contained
in John xii: « I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men untoume.” “This
i8 ag true a8 any other part of the holy Book ; it to say that Christ
will draw all men to him, and to say that he will draw all' men to
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heaven to give them eternal joy, are two widely cpposite senti-
ments.  Suppose. by way of argument, we say that all men will be
drawn to Jesus in order to be judged by him—¢“all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that every cne may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he hath done, whether good or
bad,” 2 Cor. v 8, and this judgment of all because ¢ he died for ail.”
What kind of Universalism would this be? Taul's Universalism, or
Mr. Hooper's?

It seems that another pillar of the Universalian faith is formed out
of I Tim. iti 3—* Who (God) will have all men to be saved.” And
is it not Ctod’s will that all men shall be saved from sin by the gos-
pel in this present life?  Are they all saved from present sin, at the
present moment, because God will have them thus saved? Wasit
not God's will that Adam should not sin? These things are not
within a thousand miles of the point. It is not necessary to prove
that God has a mest gracious wiZ, nor is it essential to show that Ile
manifests a widely-extending loze; fur the Bible from beginning to
end is replete with the requisite evidences.  But here is the question
—1s it God’s will to save any man fron his sins unless by the gospel
as now proclaiined onearth in the name of Jes:s his Son? God will
have all men to be saved : that is conceded : we rejoice in that great
and benevolent truth.  And we rejoice, too, that God has expressed
his will so explicilly that all who believe the gospel shall be saved,
and that all who do not believe it shall be condemned.  And if any
man wonder how we can rejoice that the despiser of the gospel should
be shut out from God’s joyful preseuce, wo shall, if called on, give
the reason of the hope that is in us upon this awfully grand topic.
To our mind, it is as mereiful to exclude from heaven those who hate
Jesus the Divine Lord, as to gather into his courts and into his
prescnce those who love bhim. D. Oripuaxt.

POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES.
No. X.

Fricndly reader, an honest effort is being made to show you the
position the Disciples hold in reference to the Abrabhamie, Mosaic,
and Cbristian covenants, In speaking of the old institution by Mo-
ses, and the new institution by Christ Jesus, seveu great points of
contrast between the law covenant and the gospel covenant have been

roted ; and three of these, we have said, it is our purposc to amplify.

They are,—the promises to Abraham—the flesh principle of the law

&and tho faith principle of the gospel—and the restrictions of the
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blessings of the first covenant to one' pcople, and the extension of the
blessings of the new covenant to all people.

One of these, the promises to Abrabam, we have to some extent
already considered. Ithas been shown that instead of God making
only one promise to the honored father of the Jewish nation, he
made to him two promisesand confirmed them as covenants; the one
Laving sole reference to she nation he should be she father of, and
the other referring to the favor of heaven to the whole world by Jesus
Christ the Lord. We have endeavored to emphasize the fact that
the Jewish Church or covenant was the legitimate result of the one
promise, and that the covenant cmbracing all the blessings of Christ
grew out of the other.

This leadsus in the next place to speak particularly of the law as
being established upon the principle of flesh, or “not of faith,” in
contrast with the gospel which is  of faith.” Ilere is a grand land-
mark. If no other difference existed between the Sinaic covenant
and the covenant by Christ than this one, the difference would be suffi-
cient to show that the first is wholly abolished by the second.

The law that Moses gave, or ths ¢.venantof which he was medi-
ator, was simply an amplification or fuifilment of what we shall call
the personal promisc to Abraham. The gospel of the Lord Messiah,
or the covenant of which he was me<i:tor, was an amplification or de-
velopment of what we shall calli the spiritual promise to Abraham,
‘I will bless you and yours, is the personal promise ¢ I will bless Ze
world by you’ is something more and something better than a promise
to a person and the children of a person. The law covenant carried
out the first to the letter; for all that was done had exclusive refer-
ence to those in whose veins Abraham’s blood was found ; the gospel
i covenant fully carried out the second, for every blessing it embraced
had respect to Gentile as well as Jew, to bond as well as {ree, to the
far off as wellas the nigh, to' the bondman aswell as the civilized
Greek. Strange, most strange, that such diverse, not to say onposite,
covenants, embracing such widely different principles and objects,
should be reeeived as the basis of one church with certain amend-
ments and variations. IBut so it is; and the people, influenced as
they are, love to have it so.”

We be Abrakam’s sced was an cxpression of the Jews in response
to Jesus which fully developed the fundamental element of the Jew-
ish people and their religious position. “ That which is born of the
flesh,” and boasts of the fiesh, is certainly fleshly. This is so ably
presented in a tract that we once perused, that we shall bere permit
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it to speak to the people. .While developing the #ld.covenant it speaks
thus :—

“ Men were hy necessity members ofitt. "Therevwasino :appeal to
the understanding, no address toithe conscience, no motives addressed
to the heart to win.over a.people to the .Jewish nation. They were
Jews, not by choice but by*inecessity. They were compelled to be
members of that church, just:as thayawere compelled to be born.—
They were indeed born,of the flesh, and not of the spirit, as prepara-
tory to admission into sthat church. No one preached to the Jews
that they should.be .born again to enter into their kingdom of God.
We have no regeneration in the Jaw of Moses. The Jewish elect were
all chosen in Abraham’s flesh. Hence there never was a missionary
sent out of the Jewish .chareh o bring into it any one not of the

flesh of Abrabam. There was no gospelin the law but for the Jews. |

Their inheritance was on .carth, and their title to it blood,.and not
faith; natural, and not supernatural birth. Hence the perplexity of
Nicodemus, when he heard the doctrine of the necessity of intelli-
gence, and a new birth,in order .to entrance into the new kingdom of
God.”

Again:—

% The ordinances, attached.to the first covenantare.cilled % cqrnal”
while those appended:to the new, are spiritual. The inheritanee.of
the first covenant was worldly. Its blessings.were in the basket and
in the store, in the flocks and herds, in fruitful seasons.apd.abundant
harvests, in oil and wine,in milk.and honey, in victories and tri-
umphs over their national and personal enemies. “Their.tabernacle
andtheir temple, with all that. appertained.to tham—their altars and
lavers,.their tables,and candlesticks,.their .censors and incense, their
gold and their gems, their priests and their vietims, their blood and
water, their oil and wine—their musi. and their dance, their trumpets
and their cymbols, their feasts and their fasts—were all of ithe same
sensible, fleshly, and worldly character, suited to & carnal, worldlys
and unregenerate nation; every citizen of which, good or bad, was a
member of the church: for the church and naiion of Israel were not
only commensurate, but identically the same.”

“These extracts are exactly in point, and shew beyond dispute that
tthe great element of the old or Mosaic institution was not faith, but
flesh. And we require not to spend a moment in proving that the
new institution is, first, last, always, andin all things, an institution
of faith. A word from the sacred Book, however, may not be inap-

{| ;prqpriate in closing up our remarks on this one point. The beloved
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John, in opening his narrative concerning Jesus, says, “He came
to his own, and his own people did not receive him; but to as many
as did receive him, believing in his name, he granted the power or
privileze of being Sons of God; born not of blood, nor of the desire
of the flesh, nor of the will of man”—not of any of these by which the
children of the former kingdom were born—¢“but of God.” No matter
who was their natural father, whether Abrahain er Nerg, into this
new and superior kingdow they could not enter unless ¢ born again,”
“born of the spirit”; and it would be inconceivable to suppose one
thus born without faith.

The sum of this argument is in one short sentence :~—the man who
had the blood of Abraham in bim, was connected with and embraced
in the old covenant; the man who has the faith of Abrabam in him,
is connected with the new covenant.

We pass to another point of contrast between the two covenants.
One family, and only one family was contemplated, provided for, and
blessed by the first; but all families are contemplated and provided
for, and blessings offered, by the second or new covenant. The style
of Moses by the authority of God, in addressing the Israelites, is on
this wise :—* Thou shalt say to the house of Israel,” «Thesc are the
words which thou shalt speak unto the house of Israel”; and when
an ordinance was uppointed, or a ceremony was imposed, the com-
mand was, * And all the congregation of Israel shallkeep it.” Moses
says (Deut. vii 6) “ The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a spe-
cial people to himself, above all people that are upon the face of the
earth.” This sufficiently indicates that God looked upon “ Jacob as
his lot and Israel as his inheritance.” And if anything can be plain-
er, read the following eloquent extracts from Deuteronomy, chap. iv,
“ For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them,
as the Lord our God'is in all that we call upon him for? And what
nation is there so great,that hath statutes and judgments so righteous
as all this law which [ have set before you thisday? * * * Ask
now of the daysthat are past, of the days which were before thee,

" since God created man upon the earth, and ask from one side of

heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any such thing as
this great thing is,or hath been heard like it? Did ever people
hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou
bast heard it, and'live? Or hath God essayed to go and take him a
nation from the midst of other vations by signs, and by wonders, and
by war, and by a mighty hand, and by a stretched-out arm, and by

- great terrors, according to all that the Lord did for you before your

) -
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cyes? * * * Tecause he loved your fathers, therefore he chose

-their sced .after them,and brought them out in his sight, with his |

mighty power out of Bgypt; to drive out nations from before thee

.greater and mightier than thou, to bring thec in to give thee their

land for an inheritance, as at tlus day.” How applicable, therefore,
are the words of David’s sacred poetry, “The Lord hath chosen Jacob
unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.” Thus ite law
covenaub or the law itself, was for one.family, and only for one

Sfamily.

Far different the new covenant. The Centiles of the DBritish
American Provinees, and all the American Gentiles from Maine to
Towa, may rcjoice with great joy that the days of the, rst covenant
are ended, and that a far better one, with a far better Mediator, has
taken its place. This new ¢ venaut, like its author, has no respect
to persons. It paysmo special regard to a Jew beeause he is a Jew:

it gives no exclusive honor to the Israclite because related by blued

to the futher of the Jewish nation; jfor says ambassador Paul, ~there
is no difference ;” “ Jews and Gentiles are all under sin,” and there-
fore all stand in need of the me ey and the pardon of the better cov-
enant O what comprehensive terms God Las laid down on whicl to
bless the wide world! Soon as the author of the new institution per-
sonally enccunters and conquers the chief captain of the rcbellious
his executive messengers aye instructed to © Go;” yeshe says “ Go"—

“ (o, preach the news of salvation to the world, to all men”  This
is the widest message evergiven. Tliere is nes one nation; nut une
individual man in all the _natious or individuals on eayth. but has an
interest in this heaven- spoI\on message. It stands in bold contrast
with the message from Sinai; the one presented for the acceptance
of the sons aud daughters nho ceald elaim the son of Terah as their
natural father—the other offered or presented to every kindied, people,
tongue and tribe within the compass of the whole carth.

8till, it has been contended, and is now most strenuously con-
tended, ‘that the Jewish church Defore Christ and the Christian
chureh after Christ are one and the same chureh under different dis-
pensations !

Those who thus argue, are pleased to lodge themselves or their
logic in the branches of the olive tree that Paul speaks of to the Ro-
mans. Weare not to afflict the reader with excruciating criticisms
upon what the good old divines haye manufactured from the apostle’s
mode of grafting from a wild to a tame olive, ¢ contrary to nature.”—
1t is evident that our modern graftsmen do not pattern from Paul,
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who was well skilled in the scienee; for the “natural branches” accord-
ing to him were “cut off,” and the wild olive branch, contrary to na-
ture, when engrafted into the good olive, bore the fruit of the parent
stock—not the flesh but the fuith of father Abraham. But our theo-
logical friends of the nineteenth.century keep working at an olive
which Paul has not described, being neither wild nor tame, but a part
of both, on which they are constant]y grafting its own branches, and,
according to nature (not contrary to nature like Paul’s) they bear
their own fruit. We choose Paul’s grafting and Paul’s fruit.

Abraham, let it be said with all cmphasis, is-the roct, whether we
look at Sinai or Sion.  With him were made two promises, as we have
shown,—the law growing out of the one, and the gospel growing out
of the viher. Hence he was the futher of the circumeision, and like-
wise the father © of all them that believe, though they be not circum-
cised.”

In conclusien, then, we contend and insist upon it that the Jewish
church and the Christian church are totally different in nature, object,
and organization, and among other and various proufs these three are
conspicuous —lIst. They were found.d upon different promises made
to the father of the faithful; 2nd. They were constructed so that they
were entered into on widely oppusite grounds, the one receiving
subjects born simply of the flesh. the other receiving subjeets by faith;
and 3rd. They were establish. @ upon foundations so different that
the one was exclusively for the benefit of a single family, while the
other was and is designed for exery nation. under heaven. The pecu-
liar blessirgs of the new covenant, and especially the elementary or
first principles which it discluses, will now be in place as we farther
proceed. . D. Ouirnase

A NARRATIVE
OF THE ORIGIN AND FORMATION OF THE WIESTMINSTER CONFESSION. OF FAITIL
No. 1L

As tue Regular Baptist Counfessinn of Taith is, in its doctringl
parts, but a mere transeript of the ) esminster ereed; and as the
whole of it is founded upon the same principles of erced making—a
narrative of the origin and formation of the Westminster, its ﬂ'land
model and parent, cannot but bo highly interesting to the admirers of
this ereed amongst the B:xpt\st community. It is tme however. that
the drafters or copyists of the Wastminster creed amongst the Bap-
tists did not intend to bind it either upon churches or mmmduals as
the presbyterians or puritans do theirs; but only designed to snow the
puritans, who reviled them as damnable heretics, that their faith was
substantially the same with their-own. Yet many of the Baptists,ig-
norant of the design of their owwn little confession, wish to have it riv-
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eted upon the congregations of their fraternity on pain of excommu-
nication, as the systein of truth taught in the holy scriptures. This
occurrence in the history of the Baptists serves to show how danges-
ous it is to traffic in the merchandize of Babylon. “Can a man take
fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burnt?” But to resume the
narrative. It has already appeared that the Westminster confession
owes its origin to a-political contest ; that the convulsions of England
forced it into being; that it is & small morsel of the religious lava that
belehed forth from the crater of that political voleano which made
Britain tremble from north to south, from the Orkney Isles to the
Straits of Dover. It is also evident that the civilans and politieians
that projected its formation, although abetted by the clergy, designed
to help themselves to soldiers and munpitions of war by the project;
i1 that they, being Erastians, had no objections to any form of eclesias-
" tical policy which might be adopted ; that, indeed, that form was most
eligible which would best suit the exigencies of the times ; and, as
every thing in the civil war, then levied, depended on Scotland, that
creed and torm of discipline was conscientiously to be preferred which
would insure the co-operation of the Scots. Besides, two monstrous
errors, arising, no doubt, from the mist of the dark ages, not yet dis-
sipated, characterize the whole proceedings of the church and state
assembly. The first is now so palpable that all men in this country
reprobate it. It is the notion that the doctrine and worship of
what is called the church, isto be regulated by acts of parliament;
that the eivil authority necessarily must take cognizance of the doec-
trine, discipline, and worship of professed congregations of christians;
it that the civil sword must purify the hearts of the worshipers, and reg-
‘i ulate theiv devotions. The other mistake; no.less absured, though per-
{| haps not so manifest to all, was couspicious in the clergy and laity,
{| who indeed fostered and matured the assumptions of the civil rulers
i| by appealing to them, and in. constituting them. arbiters and judges of
what was sound doctrine and true piety. They appealed to them with
all the confidence and earnestuess that a christian appeals to the ap-
ostles, or as the Phillippian jailor appealed to Paul and Silas. The
civil rulers erred most palpably in assuming such a jurisdiction over
men’s consciences; and the elergy and their supporters erred as ab-
surdly in looking up to them to exercise authority in their belialf';
and thus flattered them into the belief of a lie, that in decreeing what
was sound. doctrine and true piety they were serving:God and his
church.

We had in our last number left the: divines in king Henry VII's
chapel, regularly summoned, systematically hired, and: patronized by
the long parliament, waiting for their orders: Saturday, July 1, 1643,
the assembly was opened with a sermon by Ds. Twisse; both houses
i of parliament being present. The ordinance for their convention was
| then read; and the members called by name-after which they adjour-
ned to Monday.

Among the rules by which they were to-be governed, the following
oath or protestation was to be taken by every member, and, to refresh
their memories, it was to be read: every Monday morning:

= —t
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“I, A. B., do seriously and solemnly, in the presence of Almighty
God, declare that, in. the.assembly whereof-I am a member, I will not
maintain any thing in matter of doctrine, but what I believe in my
conscienceito be most agreeable tto the.word of God; or in point of
discipline, but what .I shall conceive to conduct most to the glory of
Giod and the good.and peace of the church.”

The parliament would not trust them without an oath, and they suo*
cumbed to-the above form Butlet the reader remember the distine
tion between doctrine and discipline marked in this vow. Indoctrine
they vowed:to maintain what in-their consciences they believed most
agreeable to the divine oracles; but in discipline they were not under
the same obligation—they were to maintain what they conceived mosé
to conduce to the glory of God and the peace of the churches. They
were in fact sworn  to: aet, if not to believe, as Erastians. The form
of oath is predicated upon Erastian principles; that is, that there is
no fixed form of discipline in the Secriptures, but that it was left to the
civil magistrate.who has the keys. Yes, they vowed to make the Bi-
ble the standar2 of doctrine, and their own conceptions of God's glory
and the peace ofithe church the standard in matters of discipline. Un-
der this vow or oath they entered upon their work.

The parliament, on Thursday, 6th July, sent them farther regula-
tions, amongst which it was appointed that two assessors be joined
with the-prolocutor to supply his place in case of absence or sickness.
Those Hirst appointed were Dr. Cornelius Burges aud.John White.
Itwas also ordered by the parliament,“that all things agreed upon and
prepared for the parliament, shall be openly read and allowed in the
assembly, and then offered to the parliament to act upon (as the high-
er house) if the majority assent; provided that the opinions of ‘the
persons dissenting, with their reasous, be annexed, if ‘they desire it,
and the solution of those reasons by the assembly.”

The rules being preseribed, and thematter of proceelling ‘béing
settled, the parliament sent the assambly an orderto review the thirty
nine articles of the Church of England. Before the assembly began,
they petitioned parliament toappoint a fast. Of this petition Bishop
Kennett said, “Impartially speaking, it is stuffed with sc¢hism, sedi-
tion and cruelty.” Qur limits forbid us to publish this petition. The
prominent features of which are: They patition the parliament in the
name of Jesus Christ, “your Liord and ours,” that “they would*set up
Christ more gloriously in all his ordinances, anl reform all things
amiss throughout the land.” Besides praying for the fast, they pray
the parliament to “spppress all the bold venting of corrupt doctrines ;
to charge all ministers to.catechise the.children and the ignorant
adults; to have a care to punish all profanation of the Sabbath.and.of |
fast days, by uplawful labor .or sparts; to put down by a “through
proceeding” all blind guides and scandalousministexs; to quicken the
laws against swearing and drunkenness: to take a severe course
against fornication, adultery, and incest; to abolish popery,” &e. &e.

Friday, July 21, was appointed a fast, and three of the divines preach-
ed before parliament, and the fast was observed with great solemnity.
Next day a committee was appointed to examine what amendments
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were proper to be made iu the thirty-nine artioles,and to report to the
assembly. They spent ten weeks in debating upon the first fifteen,
before the arrival of the Scots commissioners. Their design was to
render their sense more express against the Arminians, whom they
cordially hated, and to make them nore deter ninate in favor of Cal-
vinism They appeared as solicitous to condertn Antinomianism as to
streiigthen the churches against Arminianisi,, and appointed a com-
mittee to peruse the writings of Dr. Crisp, Baton, and Saltmarsh, who
drew out some of the most dangerous positions.  The assembly then
condewnned them, and endeavoured to -onfute them in their public
preachments,

The Scots in the mean time got up a general assembly to consider
of the stute of religion, as well as a political assembly, as conservators
of the peace. The king gave them orders to confine their attentions
to their own country, aud to let England alone. The parliament of
England sent five dignificd laymen and two distinguished divines from
Westminster, with leiters to each of the Scotch assemblies, desiring
their assistance in war, and some of their divines to asiist those as-
sembled at Westminster ~to settle a uniformity of religion and church
government between the two nations.” These seven commiscioners
arrived at Bdinburg on the ninth of Auvgust, and were well received
by the Scotch Assembly, which (in profound policy) proposed as a pre-
liminary, “that the two nations should enter iuto a perpetual covenant
for themselves and their posterity, that all things might be done in
Gred’s house aceording to his will” The Scots appeinted some of their
number to confer with the Kuglish commissioners on the form of this
covenant. This being done. they chose delegates for the Westmins-
ter assembly, and unanimously wnvised the convention of states to as-
sist the Knglish parliament in the war, for seven reasons, viz. 1. Be-
cause they apprehended the war was for religion. 2. Because the
Protestant faith was in Jaager. 3. Gratitude to the Boglish for for-
mer assistances to the Scots required a suitable return. 4. Because
the churches of England and of Scotland being embarked in one bot-
tom, if one be ruined the other cannot subsist. 5. The prospect of
uniformity between the two kingdoms in discipline and worship will
strengthen the Protestant faith at houic and abroad. 6 The present
Boghish parliament Lad been friendly to the Scots and might be so
again. o 7. Though the king had Jately establis?2d their rehgion, yet
they could not confide in his reyal declarations, having so often found
Sfacta verkis contraria, i. ¢. his dieds coutrary to his words.”

When the commissioners arriva’ in Londoun they presented the cov-
enant to the two houses, who referrcd it to the Assembly of divines —
Some of the divines opposed some articlesof the covenants.  Dr. Feat-
ly declared he dare not abjure prelacy absolutely, hecause he had
sworn o obey.his bishop in things lawful and houest. Dr. Burges
objected to several items, and it was with difficulty he was persuaded
to subseribe after he had been suspended.  The prolocutor and many
others declared for primitive episcopacy. They refused to subseribe
until a parenthasis was inserted declaring what sort of prelacy was to
J be adjourned, viz. (church governmnent by archbishops, bishops, deans,
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and chapters, archdeacons,and all other ecclesiastical offlcers depend-
ing upon them) '

Bishop Burnet says the English commissioners pressed the Scots
for a civil leaguae, but the Scofs would have a religious one.  Sir Hen-
ry Vane put the word league into the letter, as thinking that might
be broke sooner than a covenant; and in the first artiele inserted
these words after the term reform, “acsording to the word of God ;”
but the Scots relief upon the next words, “and according to the prac-
tice cl'the reformed churches.” When Mr. Coleman read the cov-
enawnt before the house of Lords, in order to their subseribing it, he
declared that by prelacy all sorts of episcopaey were not intended,
but only the form therein deseribed. Thus, says Mr. Neal, the wise
men on both sides endeavoured to outwit cach other' in working the
artieles ; and, with these slight ameundments, the covenant passed the
assembly and both houses of Parliansent, and by au order dated Sep-
tember 21, was printed and pullished. Thus orginated and progress-
ed the solemn league and covenant, which is appended to the Old
Confession of Faith. which must be indentified with it because of the
same character and emanating from the same source, and designed
for the same end. The first two articles of which, as a specimen, we
ghall here insert:—

¢ We, noblemen, barons, knights, gentlemen, citizens. burgesses.
ministers of the gospel, and commons of all sorts, in the kingdoms of
Logland, Seotland. and Ireland. by the providence of God living under
one king, and being of one refurmed religion ; deterinined to enter
intr a mutual and solemn league and covenant, wherein we all sub-
seribe, and each one of us for himaclt, with our bands lifted up to the
Most High God. do swear—

# 1st. That we shall sizecrely, really. and constantly, through the
grace of God, endeavor. in our scveral places and callings. the pre-
servation of the reformed :iligion in ti- fiareh of Scotland. in doe-
trine, worship, in iscipline, and governwent, against our common en-
emies; the reforma.ion of reiigion in the kingdoms of Tnusland and
Ircland, in doctrine, w-iship, discipline. and governmeut according
to the word of God and the example of the best reformed churches; we
shall cndeavour to bring the church of God in the three kinzdoms
to the nearest conjuuction, and uniformily in religion. confession of
faith, form of church g.vernment. dire~tory for worship, catechism i
that we, and our posterity after us, max as brethren, live in faithand
love, and the Lord may delight to dweil i the midst of us.

“2d. That we shall. in like mahner, without respect of persons, en-
deavor the extirpation of popery. ;- acy, (that is. church government
by archbishops, bishops, their chanceiors and erumissaries, deans and
chapters, archideacous, and all other ccclesiastical ofiicers depending
on that hierarchy,) superstition, heresy, schism, yrifuneuess, and what-
soever shall be found to be contrary tosound doctrine and the power
of godliness, lest we partake in other mev’s sins, and thereby be in
danger to recetve of their plagucs; aud that the Lord may be oue,
and his name one, in the three kingdoms.”
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¢ Monday, September 25, 1643, was appointed for subscribing this
covenant, when both houses, with the Scots’ commissionersand assem-

bly 4f divines, being met in the church of St. Margaret's, Westmins-

ter, the.Bev. Mr. Whit, ofiDorchester, opened the solemnity ~with
prayer ;-after him Mr.-Nye spoke in justification of taking the cove-
nant from scripturc precedents, and displayed ‘the advantage the
church had recetved from such sacred combinations. ‘Mr. Henderson
spoke next, and declared that the states of Scotland had resolved to

assist the parliament of " Bngland in carrying on the designs of +his |

covenant ; then Mr. Nye read it from the pulpit with an audible voice,
article by article , each person standing uncovered, with his right
hand lifted up bare to heaven, worshiping the great name of God,
and swearing to the performance of it. Dr. Gouge concluded the so-
lemnity with prayer, after which the House of Commons went up into
the chaneel, and subscribed their names in one 101l 6f parchment,
and the assembly in another, in both of which the covenant -was fair-
ly transoribed. Liord's day following it was tendered to all persons
within the bills of mortality, being read in several churches to their
congregations as above. October 15, it was tiken by ‘the House of
Lords, after a sermon preached by 'Dr. Temple; from Nehemidlrx. 29.
and an exhortation by Mr. Coleman. October 29, it was ordered*by
the committee of states in Scotland to be sworn to. and subseribed all
over that kingdom, on penalty of the confiscation of goods and reuts,
and such other punishment -as his majesty.and the parliament should
inflict on the refusers. All the lords of the council were summoned
to sign the covenant, November 2, and those who did not, to.appear
again the 14th of the same month, under the-severest penalties ; when
some of the king's party not attending, were declared enemies'to their
religion and to.their king and country. November 17, their goods
were ordered to be seized, and their persons apprehended ; upon which
they fled into England. “Such.was the unbounded zeal of that nation.
February 2, following, the covenant was ordered to be tdken through
the kingdom of .England, 'hy all persons above'the age of eighteen
years; and the assembly were commanded to draw up an exhortation
to dispose the people to it, which being approved by both houses, was
published.”

Here we shdll'leave the Westminster. assembly'for the present, en-
gaged in forming exhortations to induce all persons from eighteen
years and upwards tc swear to extirpate popery and prelacy, and to
maintdin presbytery, themselves and their children.forever.

THREE LETTERS ABOUT LABORERS.
Cobourg, 10th September,'1862.
‘Brrovep BroTHER:SuePraRD :—By this time you are probably ad-
viged ofithe fact that.it isrthe next thing to an impossibility for me to
remain in'the evangelicalifield continuously, andrthat rtherefore our
much and always esteemed brether Black requives more assistance
than can be given by me in his efforts to serveithe ‘brethren and the
Lord as a herald of the gospel. The managing brethren for 'the co-
operation have been informed by myself that neither my ‘hedlth nor

—
—
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my gencral duties will permit me to labor constantly—as indeed I
was free to state to them when requested to engage more fully as a
speaker. It was problematical in my own mind from the beginning
whether I could remain in the field even one half of the year.

But, my dear brother, will you permit me to unite with others in
inducing you to continue in the Lord's harvest field in which you have
been lately engaged. Will you allow me to speak words of encour-
agement to enlist your sympathies so that you will not say INo to the
invitatiloln of our brethren whom we love for the sake of Him who lov-
ed us all.

It is not the importance of the work—it is not the need of laborers—
it is not the pressing demands of the times for gospel light and truth
—it is not any of these concerning which I am scated to address you ;
for all these are gencrally acknowledged, and by yourself well and
truly appreciated.  But it is rather to say that is yowr duty at this
time, in view of the past, the present, and the future, to surmount all
difficultics aud put your hand to the plow without looking back. I
shall suppose you have four strong objections—1st, The brethren need
you at Dorchester. 2nd, A feeling that others are better qualified.
3rd, That a better laborer can be procured. 4th. Pre-arranged affairs
at home demand attention. Now if I remove half of these obstacles,
I presume you will remove the others—that is to say, that you and
I will share alike and be co-workers in removiny mountains !

I would state then, first, that so far as the good brethren in Dor-
chester are concerned, they are willing to make sacrifices for the com-
mon cause. I bear them testimony that they are liberal and self-de-
nying, and I know that brothers Bentley, Whittemore, Crare, Clay- !
ton, Ballah, aud others will perform their part in keeping up the week-
ly meetings for a few months while brother Sheppard travels and tells
poor wanderers that Jesus asks them to his house, which is large, to find
rest with him and his rich fulness. Do not say that the brethren will:
not ket you go, for if you say it is duty, they will believe you,and lience
even more than Zer—they will send you. This therefore leads me to
touch upon the duty of your engaging—jyes, your dufy. You have
not in truth one word to say about not being qualified, for if brotker
Sheppard be recommended by twelve inspired and as many. uninspired
men, he will not only be in the minority in saying N0, but evidently
insist that his own judgment is better than the whole twenty-four.
You see it at once—will you then “ walk by faith 2" Say Yes, and I
know you will keep your word !

But again, what other laborer can be procured? Brother Jonesis
again in New York state. Brother Anderson is out of the field from
principle—his reasons being found in the June Number of the Chris-
tiarn. Banner, embraced in the Report for the co:operating churches.
Brother Kilgour, at present, has aged relations to honor and care fr,
and I rather opine he has scruples about, the co-operation similar to
brother Anderson. Brother Scott has always declined leaving his
family—thinking it duty to train them,up for the Lord. Brother
Trout, whe would make a good preacher, is.not to be obtained for va-
rious reasons valid both to.himgself and: others. Brethren Parkinson,
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Mitchell, Royee, V. Oliphant, and some others do not regard them- |
selves ag in the speaking ficld, although cvery one of them is qualifi- |
ed to hold forth the gospel of God's Son. ¢ g
Where then, my brother, are we to find a true “ yoke-fellow” for
father Black. who has at great sacrifice, and for the truth's sake. sole.
ly, consented to labor in the vinyard as a preacher and special wit-
ness for the truth at least during the present yez~? Are you not
fully satisfied that the duty belongs to you to agree at the sixth Lour
to enter the field. !;
As to personal obligations at hume, if your character will not suffer |
by bresking away from your domestic circle for a season, be entreat. |
ed to leave all and juin our beloved and faithful laborer. By another '
year it is to be hoped that our mauner of co-operation will be on an-
other and better footing—more done, the machinery less comples,
and ohjections removed which are itow in the way of those who feel |
justified by rcason of them in keeping out of the field of labor.
Should you objeet on the ground that if it T.e not right for others to .
labor, therefore it is not vight for you, please bear in mind that to
make your argument as guod as theirs you have first tolabor lilc them,
and this is the very thing which is desired.
Yours in Christian love, :
D. Ouirnaxt. '

(The following is not a’responsg, or at least was not written asa .,
response to the above ; but as it has been handed to us cither to pub- .
lish or not, we thiuk it expedient to submit it in connexion with the |
foregoing )

Soutl Dorchester. H

Brroven Broruer :—Your letter of the 17th instant, came to hand |
on the 2Ist. T hasten to reply. i
I trust the brethren who form the Committee of the Provincial Co- |
operation will not think that I am indifferent to their anxious call; |
or to the interests of our liedeemer's kingdom when I state the rea- |
son why I caunot fulfil their anxiously expressed desire. I trust that
to some extent at least. I aypreciate the truth that Tam “not my |
own.” I wish to serve Christ and my christian brethren. If Christ .
through his Churck stould cdewrdy skow to me that it is my duty to go |
any where.or do any thing for the glory of his name: there I will
go. that T will do I shou!d not any further ¢ confer with flesh and |
blood,” hut endeavor to do the Lord's will.  Tu a cause so good as to i
draw the admiration of Heaven, so precious as to cost the blood of |
Christ, so effuetual as to be the  power of God unto salvation,” all |
sclfishness shonld stand abaslhed, aud all sceular interests be dissipn-
‘ted as the i orning fog before the sun. That it is the will of Christ |
that T should preach the gospel is plain, but where I should preach |
the gospel is not socvident. The beloved brethren in Eramosa whose
judgment I csteem, say it is as an Kvangelist through the wide
field of Canada West. ~The brethren here say where can the Lord i
open for you a door wider aud more effectual than in Western Cana- |

«da. The experienced say also you cannot leave the church in its in- i




"fantile state. Those recently converted say you must not leave us.
I tell them that the brethren who bid fair te be useful in tho church
will visit them often aud speak to thew and for them. They answer
their experience i speaking is not sufficient to keep alive the interests
and advance the causc ; while their locality and cceupations would of-
ten prevent them from being here.

To lay aside my difficulties might be comparatively easy, but to

lay aside those of my brethren is more difficult. In fact 1see that toact

"eontrary to their voice at the present time would cause offence apd
wound the cause of Christ in this place.

You call on me te“look at the state of the case.” I look, and my
leart is pained—sinners dying arcund and-hone to earry the pure
gospel to them.  An association formed to be au instrument for pro-
viding for the wants of laborers and no laborers to be found ; believe
e, dear brother, T am ready to do the work of an Kvangelist if freed
from my obligativnshere.  Istill loo’z forward to the time when s#ic
one will take my place here and-set me at liberty—till then I will
endeavour to labor more diligently and more widely, and I hope that
the brethren will not ouly pray to the Lord of heaven to send forth
more kaborers, but to bless the work -of those in circumscribed felds
who latme in word and doctrine for the edification of the church and
preach the gospel for the conversion of sinuers.

My Christian'love to broihers Auderson, Kilgour, Mitchell and
all the holy brethren and sisters.

Yours affectionately,
15 . Ssrrrearo.
For the Christien Banner.

Dear Brotner :—A subject is referred to in the report of the
“Cummittee of the Provincial Co-operation,” to which I desire to
direct the attention of the churches. In that Report, (see Banuer, page
164) the Commitiee say.—* They cannot properly close without di-
“recting attention to thie nature cf certaiu difficulties or objections

“tion.  Those brethren are devoted to the Lord, and willing to spend
“and be spent in his service.  They reason thus :—* We desire to
“serve« the Lovd, not simply for afew montbs. or a year - but for
“life, or so long as God shat” grant ability. We stipnlate for no
“monthly or yearly allowance. If the bretnren will say to us the
“ Lord has need of you ; do the work of an evangelist, andwuwe will
“provide for you and yours, the things that are needed—we will leave
“all aud-labor.to the extent.of our ability. But to labor for a few
“months as ministers of the gospel ; then to resume our secular pur-

“the derangement of our basiness ; and again to serve as evaugelists
“—our affairs meantime becoming, more and more entangled,+his
“appears like a fruitless attempt to serve two masters We must there
“fore decline aceepting the call of the brethren until a more scrip-
“tural system is introdueed.” . .. T T . )

. £ co
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“presented by brethren who were solicited to labor for the co-opera- §:

“suits with diminished ability, but incveased: necessity arising from -

T L T L T T -
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“ Your 'Committee felt they had no authority to say ¢leave all
% and you will be provided for! But they leave it with the brethren
{1 “to say whether ornot it is practicable, to modify the present system

“ of employing ¢vangelists, so that those employed could give thom.
“selves wholly to the work.” .

This subject was brought under the notice of the brethren at the
annual meeting, bu¢ the time was too short for its proper consideration
and therefore its discussinon was not entered upon. But it is too im-
portant to be neglected ; and it is now brought into notive for the
purpose of bringing out the mind of the brethren.

It is evident that unless laborers ean be obtuined the churches will
discontinue ms king contributions for their support, and almost equal-
ly evident that unless they thus contribute, they will sbon cease to
feel interested in the missiopary enterprise, und will Yetain but the
name,of Christian, without the reality. If 2 method can be discov-

the co-operation will go on with increasing vigor ; if not, the pros-
pect is gloomy indecd.

There are among the churches a number of brethreb qualified
to labor as evangelists, some of whom have been employed and have
labored successfully ; and on the decision of the present case, depends
in a great measure the question as to Whether those brethren will still
be employed.

The present committee are willingt und nhxious to carry out the
expressed or understood wishes of the brethren. 'The greatest difficul-
ty they have met hitherto, is the difficulty of obtaining laborers. This
has more than once brought them alnmost toa complete stand, and caus.
ed them to pray with more earnestness, ¢ O Lord, send forth labor-
ers into the harvest’ The difficulty bas been increased by two con-

ed to distribute his labors among the churches scattered throughout
Canada West, and 2nd, that through some such contingency as the dis:
memberment of the Provincial Co-operation; its managentent passing
into other hands &., a2 devoted and uscful evangelist may find hime
sclf at the end of “ his year,” allowed quietly to resume his worldly
calling.

It remains with the brethren to say whether or not these difficulties
can be removed or lessened. They may think, that to alter the
present arrangsment, will prodace greater difficulties than those sought
to be remeved. Butlet them speak out. What is required, is a
system of co-operation so efficient and practicuble, that it ean be vig-
orously carried out from year to year until the Master shull appear.
Some are disposed to do away altogether with the present system and
substitute smaller and more manageable co-operatiofis. 'I'he pres-
ent Las been voted for another yeay, at the expirution of which it may,
or may hot, be discontinued. Much depends on the proper settle-
ment of $his subject, and it should occupy the serivus attention of all
eoncerned.

Meantime Iet it bs remembered that the question before the breth-

—.

siderations, lst, the understanding that the brother employed is expect- !

ered %y which able workmen can be vonstanly maintained in the field |
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ren is,—can the present system of employing evangelists be so mod-
ified,” that those employed can give themselves wholly to the work ?

. W. OvripuanT.
Eramose, September, 1852.

—-——

A EPISTLE TO:AN EDITOR BY AN EDITOR.

To the Editor of the Canada Christian Advocate.

REsrrctep Sik :—DMy respect for you. your paper, and many of
your brethreninclined me sometinie since to make a resolve to address
you in order to correct a motice published in your journal. The
notice, if I remember right, was in language to this effect—

“Phe Curistian Banner: Edited-by 1 Oliphant, Cobourg, and :W,
W. Katon, 8t. Jolm, N.. B.a: devoted to the prineiples of the Disci-
ples or Campbellites.” .

In the first place, Youwillipermit me to tender you my cordial thanks
for having courteously announced the reception of the Christian
Danner at.your office almost every-time it was sent.” This courtesy
i on your part justifics the testimony 1bave always heard respecting
, you, ag-being a gentleman well balanced with Christian magoanimity
o and frankness. Many of our brether editors willingly omit to notice
" this perivdical, because their journals (perliaps being somewhat Jew-
- ish) might be made unclean by the operation
" ostensibly a~Clhristion Advoeate, has. no such fear
~ But by some cause you have. been led into error by grouping the

Disciples with the Cumpbellites.. They are not of the same origin,

order, or chiaracter.  If you look at'a late Quebec Gazette. where the
' returns of this year's Census appears, you will discover that Camp-

bellites and Ditciples are a separate peopls r—for while in the whole
of Canada West there are but fourteen Campbellites. the brethren
catling themselves Disciples number according tor the Census between
two and thres thousand.  Ifcyou will allow me. I will Iay before your
readers a brief running history of the Diseiples in this thie nobiest
and largest British American Piovince.

The two prineipal men—in the providence of Him that rules all
things—who first Jabored in onr cause in Cavada. were Blder James
Black and David Oliphant. Senior.  They wetre both natites ot Scot-
land. the former from the Highlands and the latter from tlie Low-
lands of that country. I 1321 father Oliphant settled in Dundas.
four mites from where yownow publish the Advoette. where he faith-
fully preachied for a period of years. neithicr asking nor aceepting ve-
ward. . He had been a Seoteh Bajtist. Bat he would not or at Jeast
hie did not unite with the Baptist Agsociation in this eauntry : for
hie found the DBaptists of Canada very different from those who asso-
ciated with Haldane, Low, and McLéan, in Scotland. Elder Black
had also been a Seoteh Baptist: and after being in this country for a

. time, united with the Baptists. losing however none of his -taste for

the liberal views. received while under the winistry of Dugald Sinelair,
then of Scotland, bit-now of Lobo, Canada.

Iilders Oliphant-and Black metSn 1832, the former bavinz remor-
“od to the vicinity of Guelph, and they began to co-operate npon the

Yburs however, being
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most liberal views that each had learned, indifferent whether they
were called Scotch Baptists, Canadian Baptists, er no Baptists, Lut
fully persuaded that it was high time to contend for the apostolic
word independently of the counsel and commandments of men.” Ahout
thiz time a most yaluable reformatory periodical was read by father
Oliphant, entitled the Millennial Harbinger, the princinles of which
he accepted as his own, aithough placed in a clearer. fuller, and more
commanding light to his mind than ever before.  The irreproachable
character, biblical attainments, and prayerful effort of these two men
were honouredl und blessed by the Lord ; and althongh their work
was net rapid, yet it was solid, steady. and sterlingly progressive.
COne congregation grew up under their lal.ors—a sccond spread frem
that——then a third—meantime a Baptist congregation was charm-
ed into wnion— and finally at the present moment there are five
churches and several hundred Disciples in that centre of the work
of reformation in Canada.

Father Oliphant took his departure toa better world early in 1841,
He died as all fuithful men die, with the full assurance of meeting
Lis glorificd Redecmer.  All his family expect 200n to be with him—
where all Disciples of the Lord will be. but where, it is feared. Camp-
bellites will 1not be able to center.  Father Black stili lives and still
labors in the Lowrd and for the Lord

Qur principles are frank, bold, and simple.  We accept of the Bi-
ble as our only written doctrinal confession—the New Testament os
the infallible oracle of the new or Christian Clurch. We view all
ecclesiastical legislation with distrust.  We strenuously oppose the
fancied idea of a stream of clerical grace beginuing with the apostle
Peter and reaching to Bishop Strachan, Toronto, or Pius IV, of Rome-
The legitimate authority of preachers we endeavour to d'stinguish
from their usurped awthority, the latter. in our view, being awfully
prevalent. We ave deeply impressed with the necessity of proclaiming
the pure word of Christ to sinmers, instead of theories of salvation
whether our own, Calvin's, or that of Ayminus.  We are assured that
the people of God should be much more humble, simple. and spirit-
ual thau they are generally. and that they should assembie weekly
to celebrate the Lord's death as they honour his resurrection by the
observance of the Lord’s day.  We hold that * faith withont works
is dead.” and in thissense reject the system popularly cailed * faith
alene.” We believe that men are converted to Jesus Christ by having
confidence in, and obeying his gospel ; and that the Divine Spirit is
enjoyed in, with, by, and through Christ's gospel. We urge that
christianity is caleulated to unite men. not separate and fractional-
ire them into partics ; hence we laber fur union; though it ought to
be frankly avowed that some called disciples have an unfortunate me-
thod of showing their love of union. To cffect this unity we endea-
our to make manifest that the lovers of truth are not tobe united in
their personal opinions, but upon the truth itself—which is distin-
guished from opinicn.

I have not leisure, nor have you #pace, for details. Concerning the

i unique and Divine character of Father—Son—and Tnly Spirit—I
I
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need say nothing, as we agree with Baptists, Congregationalists, and
Methodists on the sublime manifestation of Deity, saving that we re-
fuse to use some of the terms and language that our cotemperaries are
pleased to employ.

The Disciples a3 a people have been in sundry sections of the land
most sadly represented and the cause we plead cruelly wounded by
the erroneous teachings and aberrations of certain unworthy advo-
cates. But every candid man can distinguish between the prineples
and character of a body of people and the chavacter of those who £i-
nally preve themselves to be the betrayers of the cause they espouse.

I nieed not say more. You will receive the cordial thanks of a
misrepresensted psople by inserting in yeur widely circulating jour-
nal, these few explanatory observations—a kindness which will at any
time be willingly reciprocated, Perhaps I should hiave added that
our publications are always open and free for every professor of any
religious school who speaks with becoming respect.

Yours sincerly,
D. Oupnaxt.

Colowrg, 4ch September, 1382

LABOURS OF EVANGELISTS.

REPORT NO. X.
Wainfleet, Oct. 5th, 1852.

Brorurr Orienaxt:—~8ince Brother 8heppard and myself parted
as you see by our last report, I spent only a few wecks in the service
of the co-operation. My time was occupied in visiting and preaching
in several places, and though npothing particular has occurred which
would interest the brethren to know, I believe thet good must result
from the seed gown.

I had an opportunity of speaking twice in the neighborhecod of
Chiltcnham in Chingacousy township, where T know the truth has
made impressions which have already resulted in good. The friends
there strongly nrged that brother Anderson and myself shonld spend
a week with them in order to present the whole Gospel system so as
to remove the prejudice of some honest minds who love the Saviour
¢nd the Bible. T encouraged them to expeet us if at all eonvenient.
The views which we advocate are rapidly extending, and now instead
of the dread which prevented the community from listening to us
when we come to their doors, they are inviting us from all points.—
I heard that a Methodist minister lately referred in public to a great
outpouring of the Spirit where we laboured. and though some Metho-
dists were baptized be prayed to the lLord to bless us. I baptized
two in Xiramosa since I wrote you last.

Janes Brack.

D et
REPORT NO. XL
Brotner Oviriant :—Our mecting in Wainfleet commenced 1
according to appointment, on Friday the 24th ultimo, and was con-
cluded on Monday 27th, at noon. Brethren Brown of Newstead,

]
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N. Y., Anderson, and myse!f, were the speakers. Through the whole
of the meeting, especially on Lord’s day and Monday, we were much
cheered with the presence of' a goodly number of brethren ~nd listen-
ers from Jordan, Rainbaunt, and all the country round ; sore from N. Y.

| State, and two brethrea from P. E. County:

The weather wis favourable to a good téen out, and on the first day.
of the weck the Uongregation was estimatéd at above 500. Bréther
Bradt’s barn and shed 'were well seated and filled with as fine a speci-
men of intelligence, respectability, and comfort, as could be produced
among the yeomanry of any oountry.. We cndeavoured to b faith-

¢ ful to the cause in which we are engaged. and they scemedié realise

it. Sunday night the claimng of the ‘Saviour were pressed home upon
them, and four presented themselves as candidates for Baptissi. The
same courde was followed on Monday.and three more were added. Sev-
eral others stated that they were convinced, but they put'off submit
ting to a more covenientiseason !

The seven volunteers were led to Lke Erie, eight miles-distant
-and were baptized without delay, as all who received the word of
the Lord should be. They willfind'a home-and faithful brethren'and in- -
telligent and exemplary Pastors in Wainfleet. We hope-they will

| prove faithful to the end and they'will receive the crown. Amen.

I need hardly add that we all parted with mingled- emotions of
pleasure and regret ; those of pleasure greatly predominating, because
we bope by a patient continuance in well doing to meet in our home
in heaven where there are pleasures forever more.

Though this was written by. one-of--us we would' present it as our -

Report.- .
Jaues Brack.
A. ANDERSON.
CALL FOR LABOURERS.
The following comes from a member of a large and popular ¢hurch
in the state of Maine. We give it simply as a sample of the demand
for the Lord’s workmen in the timesin whioh we live: :

Do you ever expeet to come this way? I cannot but think that

the Disciples will visiv this region.  There is a great deal of preach- -

ing lere such as it is, but it seems to me that it does not commend
itself to % every man's conscience in the sight of God.” I attended
meeting last Lord’s day, when I realiy wished that the desk was fill-

1
‘i
'
i

ed with one of the preachers of the reformation. Really, it wasall

sorts of preaching, mingled and intérmingled...
Yes. friced, if the Lord spare and prosper-us; we shall see'many a

hill and valley in Maine,and speak with more than a few in Vermont,

New Hampshire, Maine, and Madssachusetts.© The names of many

precious souls are familiar t6 us,-some of them personally known, in
these territories. _ D:. 0.




