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PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand

L. S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief, in and over her majesty’s
J. GasPARD LE MARCHANT. province of Nova-Scotia, and ils dependencies, chan-

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

WeEREAS the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the
eleventh day of May, instant :

I have thought fit further to prorogue the same until Thursday, the twentieth day of

July next-—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves
accordingly.

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this
10th day of May, A. D. 1854, and in the 17th
year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.

‘ WM. H. KEATING,
Deputy secretary.
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !

)

O .




PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand

L. S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief in and over her majesty’s
J. Gasparp LeE MaRcHANT. province of Nova-Scolia, and its dependencies, chan-

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

Wiereas the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the twen-

tieth day of July, instant :
I have thought fit further to prorogue the same until Thursday, the twenty-first day of
September next—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves

accordingly.
Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this

19th day of July, A. D. 1854, and in the 18th
year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.
LEWIS MORRIS WILKINS.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !



PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand”

L.S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor {
and commander-in-chief, in and over her majesty’s .
J. GaspArD Le MARCHANT. province of Nova-Scotia, and ils dependencies, chan- i

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

Waereas the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the twenty- ©
first day of September, instant : |

I have thought fit further to prorouge the same until Thursday, the fifth day of October !
next—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves accordingly. *

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this <
20th day of September, A. D. 1854, and in the
18th year of her majesty’s reign.

&
A

By his excellency’s command.

WM. H. KEATING,
Deputy secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN'!



PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Seint Ferdinand

L. S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief, in and over her majesty’s
J. Gasparp LE MARCHANT. province of Nove-Scotia, and ils dependencies, chan-

cellor of the same, §c. &c. &c.

Waereas the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the fifth
day of October next :

I have thought fit further to prorogue the same until Thursday, the nineteenth day of
October next—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves
accordingly.

Gtiven under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this
27th day of September, A.D. 1854, and in the
18th year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.
LEWIS MORRIS WILKINS.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !



PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand

L. S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in~chi¢f, in and over her majesty’s
J. Gasparp LE MARCHANT. province of Nova-Scotia, and its dependencies, chan- *

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

WaEREAS the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the -
nineteenth day of October, instant : ,

I have thought fit further to prorogue the same until Thursday, the second day of
November next—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves
accordingly.

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this
18th day of October, A. D. 1854, and in the
18th year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.

WM. H. KEATING,
Deputy secretary.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !



PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand

L. S and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief in and over her majesty’s
J. GasparRD LE MARCHANT. province of Nova-Scotia, and its dependencies, chan-

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

WHEREAS the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Thursday, the second
day of November, instant :

I have thought fit further to prorogue the same until Tuesday, the twenty-eighth day of
November instant—of which all persons concerned are to take notice and govern themselves
accordingly. '

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this
1st day of November, A. D. 1854, and in the
18th year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.

LEWIS MORRIS WILKINS.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !



PROCLAMATION.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinond

L. S. and of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant-governor
and commander-in-chief, in and over her majesty’s
J. Gasparp Le MARCHANT. province of Nova-Scotia, and its dependencies, chan-

cellor of the same, &c. &c. &c.

WHEREAS the general assembly of this province stands prorogued to Tuesday, the twenty-
eighth day of November, instant :

I have thought fit further to prorouge the same until Saturday, the second day of
December next—then to meet for the despaich of businiss—of which all persons concerned
are to take notice and govern themselves accordingly.

Given under my hand and seal at arms at Halifax, this
11th day of November, A. D. 1854, and in the
18th year of her majesty’s reign.

By his excellency’s command.
LEWIS MORRIS WILKINS.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN !
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The house having been by several proclamations prorogued until this day, then to meet House meet.
for the despatch of business ; and being met—

A message from his excellency the licutenant governor, by John James Sawyer, esquire, Messsge from gover-
the gentleman usher of the black rod : for

Mr. Speaker,

His excellency the lieutenant governor commands the immediate attendance of this Commands atteo-
honorable house in the council chamber. e of Rouse.

Accordingly the house went up to attend his excellency in the council chamber. House attend.

And being returned,

Mr. Speaker reported that the house had attended his excellency in the council chamber, Governor's specch
and that his excellency had been pleased to make a speech to both houses of the provincial

parliament—of which Mr. Speaker said he had, for greater accuracy, obtained a copy—
which he read to the house as follows :

Mr. President and honorable gentlemen of the legislative council : Epeech.
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of assembly :

A treaty between her majesty and the government of the United States has recently
been concluded, and laws necessary to its operation have been passed by congress, and by
the legislatures of Canada, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island.

I shall direct copies of the treaty, of correspondence in relation thereto, and of the laws
referred to, to be laid before you. : '

Should
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Should you, concurring with the other colonial legislatures, approve the provisions of
the treaty as adapted in your judgments to promote the commercial, agricultural, and
general interests of this province, I shall gladly concur in any measure which you may
pass to give them effect here.

I have felt it my duty to summon you to meet at an earlier period than usual, but a
regard for the public welfare will, I am persuaded, induce you cheerfully to submit to per-
sonal inconvenience.

Reports of commissioners entrusted with the conduct of public works will be laid before
you, and I frust that the monies placed by the legislature at their disposal will be found to
have been judiciously expended.

I announce with pleasure a considerable increase of revenue.

A bountiful harvest has rewarded the labors of the husbandman—the fisheries, though
not altogether successful, have been, on the whole, remunerative—and many indications
are afforded of a prosperous condition of the people.

Our fervent gratitude is due to the Almighty for exemption from an epidemic that pro-
duced great mortality in our sister colonies, and for the blessings of contentment and peace
vouchsafed to us.

Availing myself of your liberal grant, I have imported into the province stock selected
in accordance with your suggestions, and as the object thus contemplated by you is of
great public interest, I recommend its further advancement by such means as you may, in
the present session, think proper to adopt.

A prominent event of the year has been the ¢‘ provincial exhibition,”” manifesting the
capabilities of the country and furnishing by its gratifying success a powerful stimulus to
public spirit and industrial energies.

Education, though always hitherto supported by large grants, is still defective. Your
wisdom will, T hope, be cnabled to devise such improvement of the existing system as the
resources of the province will warrant and public opinion will sustain.

A correspondence which has taken place during the recess, in conformity with your con-
current resolutions, on the subject of the mines and minerals of Nova Scotia, will be sub-
mitted for your consideration.

I regret to inform you that during my absence from Halifax on a tour of duty to the
west, government house was so materially injured by fire that it has ever since been unin-
habitable. This will, I fear, involve the necessity of considerable expense to the province.

To the rear admiral commanding on this station our thanks are due, for the promptitude
and zeal with which he invariably co-operated with my government in the public service
of protection of the fisheries.

’

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of assembly :

The public accounts, with the estimate for the ensuing year, will be submitted for your
inspection with the least possible delay.

Mr. President and honorable gentlemen of the legislative council :
Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of assembly :

A measure will be submitted to you for further simplifying and improving the practice
of the courts of common law, and for introducing changes in the law of evidence, approved
by the experience of the parent state.

Reports of the supervisors of great roads, and of the wardens of the river fisheries, will
be laid before you.

You may rely on my cordial co-operation with your endeavours to promote every object
that involves the public interests and the happiness of the people.

Our beloved sovereign, in conjunction with her allies, is engaged in a righteous but
sanguinary war with the emperor of the Russias; and I feel the strongest assurance that
in the sufferings and sorrows which its ravages have brought home to thousands of British
hearths, you and the loyal people whom you represent will sincerly and deeply sympatize.

Mr,
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Mr. Speaker announced to the house that having, during the recess, received official Vacancies reported

information that the honorable William Young, member for the county of Inverness, had mua"o’m""mm""’".

been appointed to, and had accepted, the office of attorney general ; the honorable William :o‘p’g ﬁ comasbip
A. Henry, member for the county of Sydney, had been appointed to, and had accepted,

the office of solicitor general ; the honorable James B. Uniacke, member for the county of

Richmond, had been appomted to, and had accepted, the office of commissioner of crown

lands ; whereby their respective seats in this house had become vacant—and having also

recelved from Lewis M. Wilkins, esquire, member for the township of Windsor, notlce of

his vacating his seat as such member—he the speaker had thereupon, pursuant to law,

required that writs might be issued to supply such vacancies.

The honorable William Young, attorney general, returned duly elected a member for the dembess sworn in.
county of Inverness; the honorable William A. Henry, solicitor general, returned duly
elected a member for the county of Sydney ; and the honorable Lewis Morris Wilkins,
provincial secretary, returned duly elected member for the township of Windsor, severally
took the oath of allegiance before the honorables Hugh Bell and Edward Kenny, commis-
sioners authorized to administer the same, and took their seats as such members.

The house then proceeded to the choice of a clerk in the place of Joseph Whulden, Choice of clerk
esquire, deceased ; ¢

And thereupon—on motion of the hon. the attorney general,

Resolved, That Henry C. D. Twining, esquire, clerk assistant, be the clerk of this house, 1. C.D. Twinig cho-
and he took the oath of office accordingly. o aad swerh

Mr. Doyle, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill to amend the law of evidence—and Erideaceancadment
the same was read a first time and ordered to be read a second fime.

The house then proceeded to the choice of a clerk assistant ; acd thercupon, On motion Choies of clerk assi-
of the hon. the attorney general, ke

Resolved, That Alexander James, esquire, be the clerk assistant of this house ; and he A.James chosen and
took the oath of office accordingly. sora fa.

Mr. Doyle then proposed the following address, in answer to the sPeech of his excellency Address inanswer o
the lieutenant governor, and moved that the same do pass, viz. m

TO HIS EXCELLENCY COLONEL
SIR JOHN GASPARD LE MARCHANT,

Knight, knight commander of the orders of Saint Ferdinand and
of Charles the third of Spain, lieutenant governor and
commander-in-chief in and over her majesty’s province of
Novae Scotia and its dependencies, chancellor of the same,

&ec. &c. &e.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY :

1°>. We, her majesty’s dutiful and loyal subJects, the representatwes of the people of
Nova Scotia, thank your excellency for the speech with which your excellency has been
pleased to open the present session of the legislature.

2°. To the important subject of the treaty, referred to in your excellency’s speech, we
will give our immediate and earnest attention.

8°.  Your excellency very justly assumes that a regard for the public welfare will ever
be a sufficient inducement to us cheerfully to submit to personal inconvenieuce, when legis-
lative duties render it necessary.

4°.  For the bounties of Providence manifested in our exemption from a fatal epidemic
that has prevailed in other British North American colonies—in the blessings of content-
ment and peace vouchsafed to us—in a bountifnl harvest~-and in the general success which
has attended the fisheries,—we concur with your excellency in the expression of a senti-
ment: of gratitude to the Almighty. 8°.



Consideration post-
poned.

Resolution to extend
franking privilege.

Agreed to.
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8°  The reports of commissioners of public works, when laid before us, shall receive
that consideration which their importance demands.

6. We learn with gratification that an increase has taken place in the public revenue.

7°.  We thank your excellency for the promptitude with which you have, in accordance
with our wishes, selected and imported stock into the province ; and in common with your
excellency, we regard improvement of the various breeds of our cattle as an object merit-
ing still further encouragement by the legislature.

8. It is most satisfactory to us to be apprized of the happy auspices which have
attended the first provincial industrial exhibition held in Nova Scotia, and we trust that
its success will operate as an incentive to public spirit and the energies of our people.

9°.  We concur with your excellency in opinion that our existing system of education is
imperfect ; and we trust that some measure may be devised for its improvement, which,
harmonizing with the tone of general feeling, will possess that best guarantee for its useful
operation which unison with public sentiment ever affords to a legislative body.

10°.  The correspondence touching the mines and minerals of Nova Scotia, which your
excellency has promised to submit, will not fail to be attentively considered by us.

11°. To the measures designed to be introduced for a further simplification and im-
provement of the practice of the courts of common law, and for introducing changes in the
law of evidence, we shall apply our deliberations with the earnestness that subjects of such

‘importance demand.

12, The promised reports of the supervisors of great roads, and of the wardens of the
river fisheries, when laid before us, will not fail to be considered with the attention that
they merit.

13°.  The serious injury done to government house by the casualty of fire, as announced
in your excellency’s speeeh, we have learned with regret, not merely on account of the
expense of repairs and restoration, but in respect of the great personal inconvenience which
must thus necessarily have been occasioned to your excellency and your family.

14°.  We entirely respond to your excellency’s opinion that our thanks are due to the
rear admiral commanding on this station, for the promptitude and zeal evinced by him in
the protection of the fisheries.

15°.  Xixperience of the past would, without your excellency’s assurance to that effect,
convince us that we may ever confidently rely on your excellency’s cordial co-operation in
promoting ull objects referring to the public interests and the happiness of the people.

16°. In common with your excellency, we acknowledge the righteous foundation of the
war in which our beloved queen, in conjunction with her allies, is now engaged, whilst we
deplore its sanguinary character, and the sorrows and sufferings which have resulted from
it; and your excellency may be well assured that with the afflictions thus brought home
to British hearths, we, and the loyal people whom we represent, sincerely and deeply
sympathize.

Which motion being seconded,
Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be postponed until Monday next.

Mr. 1Iolines moved that the house do come to the following resolution :

Resolved, That the franking privilege of mewbers of this house be extended during the
present sessicn, so as to include correspondence with all parts of her majesty’s dominions,
and with the United States :

Which being seconded and put, and the house divided thereon, passed in the affirmative.

Ordered accordingly.

Then the house adjourned until Monday at three of the clock.

- Monday,
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MONDAY, 4th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

Pursuant to order, the house proceeded to the consideration of the address, proposed and Address considered.
moved on Saturday, in answer to the speech of his excellency the lieutenant governor.
And the address having been read, and Mr. Doyle having renewed his motion that the
same do pass, such was seconded and propounded from the chair.
Ordered, That the same be again read and considered clause by clause.
And accordingly, the respective clauses thereof being read, were severally agreed to by
the house ; and thereupon,
Resolved, That the address do pass. Passed.
Ordered, That the address be engrossed. To be engrossed.
Ordered, That the address be presented to his excellency the lieutenant governor by the
whole house.

The hon. the provincial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant governor, Tme sppoiated fir
informed the house that his excellency had been pleased to appoint this day at half-past
four of the clock, at the council chamber, to receive the house with their address in answer
to the speech at the opening of the session.

On motion of Mr. Archibald,

Ordered, That the hon. the attorney general be substituted, on the committee of privi- Members chasged ca
leges, in place of the hon. James B. Uniacke, whose seat has been vacated ; that Mr.
Wilkins be substituted, on the same committee, in the place of Mr. Hall, deceased ; and
that the hon. the solicitor general be re-appointed on such committee.

On motion, resolved, that a select committee be appointed to enquire into and report Gymmittee onrepart
upon the subject of reporting the debates of this house during the present session.

Ordered, That Mr. Annand, Mr. Archibald, and Mr. Holmes, be a committee for that
purpose.

At half-past four of the clock, Mr. Speaker and the house went up to the council cham- House wait upon go-
ber to attend his excellency with the address of the house, in answer to the speech of his
excellency at the opening of the session.

And being returned,

Mr. Speaker reported that he had presented the address to his excellency, and that his
excellency had been pleased to give this reply thereto :

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the house of assembly : Beply.

I receive with much gratification your address, with the assurance it conveys that your
best attention will be given to the several subjects brought under your consideration.

It will be my pleasing duty to lay at the foot of the throne the expression of your loyal
feelings towards her majesty, and of your deep sympathies with the sufferings of those
whose afflictions are the sad but inevitable result of the righteous war in which the empire
is engaged.

The hon. the attorney general, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill for giving effect, neciprocity reaty
on the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and
the United States of America—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be read
a second time. '

The hon. the provincial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant governor, papers reiatiogto re-
presented to the house, copies of various despatches and correspondence, and other papers fameries, mia v far
relating to the fisheries and the reciprocity treaty between the governments of Great Britain ™
and the United States, with the reports of the officers employed in the protection of the

4 fisheries,



Despatches allowing
various acts, laid on
table.

Member forRichmond
sworn in.

Committee to confer
with government as
to shipwrecked pas-
dengers.

Reciprocity bill read
2nd time.

Resolution as to rect-
procity treaty.

568 TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY, 5th and 6th DECEMBER, 1854.

fisheries, and observations on the light houses on the coasts of Nova Scotia—and the same

were read by the clerk.
(See appendiz No. 1.)

Ordered, That the papers do lie on the table.
The hon. the provincial secretary, by the like command, also presented to the house,

copies of certain despatches from the colonial secretary to the lieutenant governor, leaving
to their operation various acts of last session—and the same were read by the clerk.

(See appendiz No. 2.)
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock.

TUESDAY, 5th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

Thowas IL. Fuller, esquire, returned duly elected as member for the county of Richmond,
took the oath of allegiance before the honorables Hugh Bell and Edward Kenny, commis-
sioners authorized to administer the same, and took his seat as such member.

On motion of the hon. the attorney general,

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to confer with the executive govern-
ment, and report the best course to be adopted, with reference to the relief of the German
passengers of the American ship ¢ Arcadia,” lately wrecked on Sable Island.

Ordered, That Mr. Killam, Mr. Zwicker, and Mr. Esson, be a committee for that

purpose.

A bill for giving effect, on the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty
between her majesty and the United States of America, was read a second time.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at eleven of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 6th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

he hon. Mr. Johnston moved that the house do come to the following resolution :

Whereas the legislature and people of Nova-Scotia have repeatedly made known to their
sovereign and the imperial government, in the strongest language, the high appreciation
in which they held the inshore fisheries as an element of wealth and prosperity ; and this
house on two occasions during the session of 1853 addressed our gracious sovereign on the
subject ; on the 17th February they expressed themselves in the following terms: ¢ We
have learned with deep interest that negotiations are pending between your majesty’s
government and the government of the United States, involving not only questions of
reciprocal trade between the two countries, but the surrender of national and colonial rights

of a very important character.
¢« Warned by the experience of the past and the results of treaty stipulations, in which
the interests of British America have been seriously compromised without the provincial
governments and legislatures being consulted, the house of assembly pray that no treaty
may
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may be negotiated by your majesty which would surrender to foreigners the reserved fish-
eries on our sea coasts, or any participation therein, without an opportunity being afforded
to the government and legislature of Nova-Scotia to consider and express an opinion upon
its terms.”

And on the 29th March they laid at the foot of the throne their prayer in these
terms : ¢ Your majesty’s loyal subjects therefore pray your majesty to continue the pro-
tection which was extended to them last season, and by force repel all foreign aggression
on their reserved fishing grounds, the exclusive enjoyment of which is solemnly renounced
to the British by the convention of 1818, between your majesty and the republican
government ; fully believing that the admission of foreigners to participate in that fishery
would have a most disastrous effect, can be purchased by no equivalent, and would tend to
weaken the confidence of your majesty’s subjects in the policy of a government which does
not protect your people in the legal enjoyment of their unalienable right.”

That the queen was advised to answer both addresses, that her majesty had been pleased
very graciously to receive the same.

And whereas the house has learnt that by a treaty concluded at Washington on the 5th
June last, by lord Elgin on the part of the British government, and Mr. Marcy on the part
of the United States, and subsequently ratified by both go ‘ernments, not only has the pri-
vilege of enjoying the inshore fisheries on the coasts of Nova Scotia in common with her
majesty’s subjects been surrendered to the United States, but the right to land and use the
coasts and shores for purposes connected with the fisheries has been conceded, subject to
arbitrament as to the portions that shall be exempted as being in the occupation of the inha-
bitants.

And whereas her majesty’s secretary of state hastened to open to the fishermen of the
United States the privileges thus conceded before they were entitled by the treaty to their
enjoyment, and before the equivalents could be realized by her majesty’s subjects.

And whereas the members of the provincial government have communicated to this house
that the opportunity was not afforded them by the imperial government, or any functionary
thereof, to represent, at the negociation of the treaty, the opinions, feelings and interests
of the people of Nova Scotia on the vitally important questions it involved :

Resolved, That in view of these facts, this house owes it to itself and to the people it
represents, solemnly to declare—

First.—That the fisheries within three marine miles of the shores of Nova Scotia belong
exclusively to British subjects ; that this right is appurtenant to this province as a terri-
torial incident founded on the law of nations; that the peculiar interest of the inhabitants
of Nova Scotia in the enjoyment of the inshore fisheries, and the authority of their legisla-
ture and government to make and enforce laws for their regulation and protection against
encroachment, huve been acknowledged by the imperial government ; and that the posses-
sion of these fisheries is of very great value, as affecting the enterprising and useful class
of our fellow citizens, by whom they are conducted, and in promoting in the most essential
manner the commerce, navigation, and ship building of the province, and in preparing an
intelligent and bardy body of provincial seamen ; and as the people and government of the
United States have ventured to question the exclusive exercise of this privilege, it is
proper to notice their own estimate of the principle on which it rests, when their interest
calls it into exercise, as illustrated in the treaty under consideration, in which they have
excluded from the reciprocal right to fish a portion of their coast altogether, and have ex-
cepted all that is valuable in that portion over which a reciprocal right is nominally given.

Secondly.—That in surrendering to foreigners the equal participation with the inhabitants
of this province of a right—territorial in its nature, colonial in its enjoyment, and in itself
of great magnitude and value, without the opportunity being afforded of remonstrance or
of modifying the terms of surrender by abridging the concession or enlarging the equiva-
lents—the imperiul government and lord Elgin have exercised a power of questionable
right, have not faithfully respected the pledges implied in past correspondence, and, irre-
spective of pledges and of authority, have not duly regarded either the essential and pecu-
liar rights and interests or the feelings of her majesty’s loyal subjects, the people of Nova

Scotia. Thirdly—
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Thirdly.—That this house indignantly protests against that part of the treaty which
gives to foreigners an equal right to use the coasts and shores of this colony, subject only
to such exceptions as commissioners may please to make in favor of actual occupants, and
which, as if in contempt of the essential right of freemen, makes it dependent on the turn
of the dice whether an interest so important in all its aspects shall not be placed in the
hands of three commissioners, of whom two shall be citizens of the United States.

This house denies the right of lord Elgin to concoct, and of the imperial government to
ratify, a stipulation by which no Nova Scotian fisherman can place his foot on any portion
of his native coast in the confidence of its exclusive enjoyment, and by which a foreign
power is sanctioned to intrude upon our shores throughout their whole extent, under a title
which, if well founded, would be paramount as emanating from the crown, and may be
made the pretext of setting at naught the authority of the legislature and government of
this province, and at the caprice of a forcign state be vindicated by force and the cannon.

Fourthly.—That the terms of the treaty are unequal and unjust, because the right it
gives to British subjects to fish on the American coast is valueless and delusive, and be-
cause the free interchange of commodities for which it provides, (and the great value of
which to this province this house most freely admits), if the principles of free trade be
sound, is in itself of reciprocal and equal advantage to both parties, and hence the fisheries
of Nova Scotia have been given up without equivalent, and the withholding of the right
of American registry for our ships, and a free and reciprocal coasting trade, was inconsis-
tent with justice and fair dealing.

Lastly.—That the legislature of this province is placed in a position inconsistent with
the independence and dignity that belong to the representatives of British subjects—called
upon to deliberate on a question of the deepest moment to their country after the principal
subject of deliberation has been arbitrarily removed from their control ; and invited to dis-
cuss the adoption or rejection on their part of a treaty, after the object of most value has
been absolutely alienated without their concurrence and beyond their recall. And those
members of this house who are of opinion that the territorial right conceded to the United
States ought not to be surrendered, may be compelled as an act of necessity to acquiesce in
a measare which, had they the power, they would reject, as incompatible alike with the
honor and the interest of their country.

Which being seconded,

Ordered, That the resolution be printed, and that the house do to-morrow proceed to the
consideration thereof.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at three of the clock.

B S —

THURSDAY, 7th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

On motion of the hon. the attorney general,

Resolved unanimously, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized to draw
from the public treasury, and remit to the committce in charge of the patriotic fund in
London, the sum of twu thousand pounds, sterling—to be applied towards the relief, edu-
cation, and support of the widows and orphans of those soldiers, sailors, and marines, who
ma.)t' have fallen, or may hereafter fall, in battle, or die on active service during the pre-
sent war.

Ordered, That the clerk do carry the resolution to the council and desire their concur-
rence.

On motion of the hon. the financial secretary,

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to report as to the keeping and disposal
of the provincial horses lately imported. The
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The order of the day being read,

The house proceeded to the consideration of the resolution respecting the reciprocity
treaty, moved yesterday.

And after some time occupied in debate thereon,

Ordered, That the house do to-morrow resume the consideration thereof.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock.

FRIDAY, 8h DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

The honorable the provincial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant
governor, presented to the house, certain despatches and papers relating to the fisheries
and reciprocity {reaty, being in continuation of the correspondence submitted to the house
on the 4th December instant—and the same were read by the clerk.

(8See appendiz No. 1—part 2.)
Ordered, That the papers do lie on the table.

The order of the day being read, .

The house proceeded to the farther consideration of the resolution respecting the recipro-
city treaty, and the usual question being propounded from the chair, that sach resolution be
agreed to by the house,

Mr. Wilkins moved that such resolution be amended, by leaving out all the words thereof
after the word ¢ whereas,”” and in place of the words so left out inserting the following
words :

¢ The inshore fisheries constitute an invaluable property of the people of this colony,
whose exclusive right thereto has not only been frequently asserted by this house,
but has been expressly acknowledged by the British government, and is especially recog-
nized in the opinion of the crown officers to whom the subject was referred, which opinion
is recorded in the following terms, that is to say : ¢ Even if the imperial act §9 Geo. III.,
chap. 38, should be insufficient to give her majesty power to impose all or any of the rules
and regulations in question, (a question which we need not now consider,) the authority of
the local legislature appears to us to be sufficient to make them valid iu effect, by its ex-
press legislative enactment of them. The authority of the local legislature extends like
that of the imperial parliament, over the space of three miles of the high seas next the
coast which is by the comity of nations part of the country to which it is adjacent ; and
we are of opinion that upon this general principle, and irrespective of the convention, the
imperial statute or the regulations of the sovereign in council, the colonial legislature was
legally entitled to legislate as it has done relative to the fisheries, and its enactments are
valid and binding :’

And whereas the enactments referred to as valid and binding are now in full force, and
cannot be constitutionally repealed by any other authority than that whereby they were
enacted :

And whereas it appears that a treaty has been concluded between her majesty the queen
and the American republic, whereby a privilege has been conceded to the fishermen of the
United States, not only to participate in the said fisheries, in open violation and contraven-
tion of the said enactments, but also to land upon the shores of the province for the purpose
of curing their fish, in negotiating which the people of Nova Scotia have been in no man-
ner consulted :

And whereas by an address of this house on the 17th day of February, 1853, her majesty
the queen was humbly solicited to enter into no treaty whereby participation in the fisheries
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should be conceded to any foreign power without the previous action of this house, the
receipt of which address was duly acknowledged by her majesty’s secretary of state for the
colonies :

And whereas the treaty above referred to has been concluded in open violation of the
laws of the province, and in entire disregard of the right of the people of Nova Scotia to
be a party to any negotiation having for its object the transfer of any of their constitutional
rights, and in contempt of the address of this house :

Resolved therefore, That this house, representing the people of Nova Scotia, and in duty
bound to defend and maintain all their undoubted rights against invasion from any quarter
whatsover, and being impressed with a deep sense of the injustice of her majesty’s minis-
ters in not merely negotiating a treaty contrary to laws in force, by which her majesty is
equally bound with her subjects, and in a manuer so offensive to the people of Nova Scotia,
and so materially affecting their property and welfare, but in having, without any adequate
consideration, adwitted American fishermen to the full enjoyment of the fisheries, in open
violation of the laws of the province, and in utter contempt of the rights of the people of
Nova Scotia, would fail in the discharge of their duty to their constituents were they to
take any action in relation to such treaty which would have the effect of ratifying the
same, and thereby virtually consenting to an encroachment on the unquestionable rights of
the people of Nova Scotia.

Resolved also, That the lieutenant governor be respectfully requested to communicate
to her majesty’s ministers the determination of this house to take no action on the said
treaty, until the protection of the fisheries, which has been so unlawfully withdrawn, shall
be re-established, and the exclusive possession of their undoubted property in the said
fisheries be fully and effectually restored to the people of Nova Scotia, in obedience to the
laws and statutes of this province.”

Which proposed amendment being seconded, a debate arose thereon ; and afier some
time occupied therein,

Ordered, That the house do again, to-morrow, resume the consideration of the said
resolution and amendment.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at two of the clock.

SATURDAY, 9th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

The order of the day being read,

The housc proceeded to the further consideration of the resolution concerning the reci-
procity treaty, and of the proposed ainendment thereto.

And after some time occupied in debate thereon,

Ordered, That the house do again, on Monday next, resaume the consideration of the
said resolution and proposed amendment.

Then ‘he house adjourned until Monday, at twelve of the clock.

Monday,



MONDAY, 11th DECEMBER, 1854. 573

MONDAY, 11th DECEMBER, 1854.

e e e e e e e e e U S ——
ST T I TTL TL T T Ry

PRAYERS.

Ordered, That the committee appointed on Taesday last on the subject of the ship-
wrecked passengers, do report thereon to-morrow.

The order of the day being read,

The house proceeded to the further consideration of the resolution concerning the reci-
procity treaty, and of the proposed amendment thereto ; and the question that the amend-
ment do pass being propounded from the chair, and the house dividing thereon, there ap-
peared for the amendment, eleven ; against it, thirty-three.

For the amendment : Against the amendment :

Mr. Creighton, Mr. Moore, Mr. Wade, Mr. McKinnon,
¢« Jost, ¢« KEsson, ¢ Chipman, ¢ Beckwith,
¢« John Campbell, ¢ Bent, ¢ Holmes, ¢ Whitman,
¢« Josiah Coffin, ¢ Martell, ¢ Fuller, ¢¢ Thos. Coffin,
¢« Zwicker, ¢« John Muanro, ¢ H. Munro, ¢« Wier,

«¢ Mosher, ¢ Brown, ¢ Killam, ¢ Murray,

¢« Cowie, Hon. Sol. Gen., ¢ Bourneuf, ¢« Shaw,
Hon. Mr. Johnston, ¢« Atty. Gen., . ¢ Dimock, ¢ P. Smyth,
Mr. Wilkins, ¢« Prov. Sec., ¢ MecQueen, ¢ Ryder,

¢ TLocke, ¢ Fin. Sec., ¢ Archibald, ¢“ Annand,

¢« B. Smith. ¢« Mr. Fulton, ¢ Jas. Campbell, Hon. Mr. Howe.

So it passed in the negative.

The hon. Mr. Johnston then moved that the originally proposed resolution be amended
by leaving out all the words thereof except the word ¢ whereas,”” and in place of the
words so left out to insert the following words :

‘¢ The legislature and people of Nova-Scotia have rcpeatedly made known to their
sovereign and the imperial government, in the strongest language, the high appreciation
in which they held the inshore fisheries as an element of wealth and prosperity ; and this
house on two occasions during the session of 1853 addressed our gracious sovereign on the
subject ; on the 17th February they expressed themselves in the following terms :

¢ We have learned with deep interest that negotiations are pending between your majesty’s
government and the government of the United States, involving not only questions of
reciprocal trade between the two countries, but the surrender of national and colonial rights
of a very important character.

¢ Warned by the experience of the past and the results of treaty stipulations, in which
the interests of British America have been seriously compromised without the provincial
governments and legislatures being consulted, the house of assembly pray that no treaty
may be negotiated by your majesty which would surrender to foreigners the reserved fish-
eries on our sea coasts, or any participation therein, without an opportunity being afforded
to the government and legislature of Nova-Scotia to consider and express an opinion on
its terms.’

And on the 20th March they laid at the foot of the throne their prayers in these
terms :

¢ Your majesty’s loyal subjects therefore pray your majesty to continue the pro-
tection which was extended to them last season, and by force repel all foreign aggression
on their reserved fishing grounds, the exclusive epjoyment of which is solemnly renounced
to the British by the convention of 1818, between your majesty and the republican
government ; fully believing that the admission of foreigners to participate in that fishery
would have a most disastrous effect, can be purchased by no equivalent, and would tend to
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weaken the confidence of your majesty’s subjects in the policy of a government which does
not protect your people in the legal enjoyment of their unalienable right.’

That the queen was advised to answer both addresses, that her majesty had been pleased
very graciously to receive the same.

And whereas the house has learned that by a treaty concluded at Washington on the 5th
June last, by lord Elgin on the part of the British government, and Mr. Marcy on the part
of the United States, and subsequently ratified by both governments, not only has the pri-
vilege of enjoying the inshore fisheries on the coasts of Nova Scotia in common with her
majesty’s subjects been surrendered to the United States, but the right to land and use the
coasts and shores for purposes connected with the fisheries has been conceded.

And whereas her majesty’s secretary of state hastened to open to the fishermen of the
United States the privileges thus conceded before they were entitled by the treaty to their
enjoyment, and before the equivalents could be realized by her majesty’s subjects.

And whereas the members of the provincial government have communicated to this house
that the opportunity was not afforded them by the imperial government, or any functionary
thereof, to represent, at the negociation of the treaty, the opinions, feelings and interests
of the people of Nova Scotia on the vitally important questions it involved :

Resolved, That in view of these facts, this house owes it to itself and to the people it
represents, solemnly to declare—

First.—That the fisheries within three marine miles of the shores of Nova Scotia belong
exclusively to British subjects ; that this right is appurtenant to this province as a terri-
torial incident founded on the law of nations; that the peculiar interest of the inhabitants
of Nova Scotia in the enjoyment of the inshore fisheries, and the authority of their legisla-
ture and government to make and enforce laws for their regulation and protection against
encroachment, have been acknowledged by the imperial government ; and that the posses-
sion of these fisheries is of very great value, as affecting the enterprising and useful class
of our fellow citizens, by whom they are conducted, and in promoting in the most essential
manner the commerce, navigation, and ship building of the province, and in preparing an
intelligent and hardy body of provincial seamen; and as the people and government of the
United States have ventured to question the cxclusive exercise of this privilege, it is
proper to notice their own estimate of the principle on which it rests, when their interest
calls it into exercise, as illustrated in the treaty under consideration, in which they have
excluded from the reciprocal right to fish a portion of their coast altogether, and have ex-
cepted all that is valuable in that portion over which a reciprocal right is nominally given.

Secondly.—That in surrendering to foreigners the equal participation with the inhabitants
of this province of a right—territorial in its nature, colonial in its enjoyment, and in itself
of great magnitude and value, without the opportunity being afforded of remonstrance or
of modifying the terms of surrender by abridging the concession or enlarging the equiva-
lents—the imperial government and lord Elgin have exercised a power of questionable
right, have not faithfully respected the pledges implied in past correspondence, and, irre-
spective of pledges and of authority, have not duly regarded either the essential and pecu-
liar rights and interests or the feclings of her majesty’s subjects, the people of Nova Scotia.

Thirdly.—That the attempt to confer upon a foreign people a title to use the shores of
Nova Scotia in the manner proposed to be done by this treaty is inconsistent with the
privileges of the people and the rights and powers of the legislature and government of
this province ; the more especially as the soil and lands of Nova Scotia have been, by the
consent and on agreement with the crown, transferred to the people of this province by
legislative enactment for a valuable consideration : that the privileges that have been
granted to forcign fishermen are liable to become the pretext of setting at nought the pro-
vincial authorities ; to lead to dangerous contests on the coasts between our own and the
American people, and to be resorted to as an excuse for forcible interference by a foreign
power.

Fourthly.—That the terms of the treaty are unequal and unjust, because the right it
gives to British subjects to fish on the American coast is valueless and delusive, and be-
cause the free interchange of commodities for which it provides, (and the great value of

which
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which to this province this house most freely admits), if the principles of free trade be
sound, is in itself of reciprocal and equal advantage to both parties, and hence the fisheries
of Nova Scotia have been given up without equivalent, and the withholding of the right
of American registry for our ships, and a free and reciprocal coasting trade, was inconsis-
tent with justice and fair dealing. ‘

Lastly.—That the legislature of this province is placed in a position inconsistent with
the independence and dignity that belong to the representatives of British subjects—called
upon to deliberate on a question of the deepest moment to their country after the principal
subject of deliberation has been arbitrarily removed from their control ; and invited to dis-
cuss the adoption or rejection on their part of a treaty, after the object of most value has
been absolutely alienated without their concurrence and beyond their recall. And those
members of this house who are of opinion that the territorial right conceded to the United
States ought not to be surrendered, may be compelled as an act of necessity to acquiesce in
a measure which, had they the power, they would reject, as incompatible alike with the
honor and the interest of their country.”

Which being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the
amendment, fifteen ; against it, thirty-one.

For the amendment : Against the amendment : Negatived on division

Mr. Creighton, Mr. H. Munro, Mr. Wade, Mr. Jas. Campbell,
¢« Jost, ¢ Jno. Campbell, “ Wier, ¢ Thos. Coffin,
¢« Zwicker, ¢ J. Munro, < Fuller, ‘¢ Bent,
«¢ Josiah Coffin, ¢« Cowie, <« Moore, Hon. Prov. Sec.,
¢ B. Smith, ¢« Wilkins, «¢ Martell, ¢« Atty. Gen.,
¢¢ Mosher, ¢ Locke, ¢¢ McQueen, ¢  Sol. Gen.,
¢« Holmes, Hon. Mr. Johnston. ¢ Whitman, ¢“  Fin. Sec.,
Hon. Mr. Howe, ¢ Murray, ¢¢  Mr. Fulton,

¢« McKinnon, Mr. Beckwith,

< Brown, ¢« Bourneuf,

¢ Killam, ¢ Shaw,

¢ Dimock, ‘¢ Annand,

¢ Ryder, ¢ P. Smyth,

¢« Chipman, ¢ Young,

¢« Archibald, i Esson.

¢ Doyle,

So it passed in the negative.

The resolation as originally proposed being then read, and the usual question having
been again propounded from the chair, that the same be agreed to by the house,

Mr. Killam moved, by way of amendment, that the house do now resolve itself into a Origicalresoiution
committee on bills, for the purpose of taking up the bill for giving effect to the reciprocity to go into committee
treaty.

Which being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the
amendment, thirty-one ; against it, fifteen.

6 | For
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Amendment carriid For the amendment :  ° Against the amendment :
Mr. Wade, Mr. Jas. Campbell, Mr. Creighton, Mr. H. Munro,
¢ Wier, ¢ Thos. Coffin, <« Jost, ¢ Jno. Campbell,
¢ Fuller, ‘¢ Bent, ¢« Zwicker, ¢ J. Munro,
¢ Moore, Hon. Prov. Sec., ¢« Josiah Coffin, ¢ Cowie,
¢ Martell, “  Atty. Gen., ¢t B. Smith, ¢ Wilkins,
¢ McQueen, ¢ Sol. Gen., ¢ Mosher, ¢ Locke,
¢ Whitman, ¢ Fin. Sec., ¢« Holmes, Hon. Mr. Johnston.
¢ Murray, ¢ Mr. Fulton, Hon. Mr. Howe,
¢ McKinnon, Mr. Beckwith,
‘¢ Brown, ¢¢ Bourneuf,
¢ Killam, ¢ Shaw,
¢ Dimock, ¢ Annand,
¢ Ryder, ¢ P. Smyth,
¢¢ Chipman, ¢ Young,
¢ Archibald, ¢« Esson.
¢ Doyle,

So it passed in the affirmative.
And accordingly
Committee on bills. The house resolved itself into a committee on bills.
Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Dimock took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair,

Repor: reciprocity The chairman reported from the committee that they had gone through the bill for giving
amendment. effect, on the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty

and the United States of America—and had directed him to report such bill to the house,
without any amendment ; and he delivered the bill in at the clerk’s table.
Divisioa oo uestion The usual question being then propounded from the chair, that such bill reported from
' the committee be fairly engrossed, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the
motion, thirty-two; against it, ten.

For the motion : Against the motion :
Mr. Jas. Campbell, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Jno. Campbell,
¢« Shaw, ¢ McQueen, ¢ J. Munro,
¢« Wade, ¢« Holmes, ¢« Wilkins,
¢ Moore, ¢ Brown, ¢« Mosher,
¢ Murray, ¢ Bent, ¢ Cowie,
¢ Whitman, ¢« Beckwith, ¢ Jost,
¢ Thos. Coftin, ¢« McKinnon, ¢ Locke,
¢ Wier, ¢ Dimock, ¢« B. Smith,
<« Killam, ¢ Esson, Hon. Mr. Johnston,
<< Muartell, <« Annand, ¢ <« Howe.
¢ Ryder, “ Young,
¢ Bourncuf, “ Doyle,
¢« Chipman, “ 2. Smyth,
Hon. Atty. Gen., 1on. Prov. Sec.,
¢ Fin. See., ¢ Sol. Gen.,
¢ Mr. Fulton, Mr. Archibald.
Carricd. So it passed in the affirmative.

And aceordingly
Ordertoveengross=t  (rdered, That the hill be fairly engrossed.

Message from council A message from the conneil by Mr. Halliburton :

Agree to vote of£2300 Mr. Speakcr—

yg. for soltiers’ wi-  The ¢ouncil have unanimously agreed to the resolution of this honorable house for grantittlllg
e
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the sum of two thousand pounds, sterling, towards the relief of the widows and orphans
of those soldiers, seamen and marines, who may fall during the present war.
And then the messenger withdrew.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock.

TUESDAY, 12th DECEMBER, 1854

PRAYERS.

On motion of the hon. the financial secretary,

Resolved, That the committee appointed on Thursday last on the subject of the disposal
of the provincial horses, be composed of a member from each county in the province.

Ordered, That the hon. Solicitor General, the hon. Attorney General, Mr. KEsson,
Mr. B. Smith, Mr. Chipman, Mr. Whitman, Mr. Wade, Mr. Shaw, Mr. Josiah Coffin,
Mr. Joo. Campbell, Mr. Jost, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Bent, Mr. Marshall,
Mr. Fuller, Mr. McQueen, and Mr. H. Munro, do compose such committee.

The hon. the provincial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant gover-
nor, presented to the house,

Copies of certain correspondence conducted by the hen. attorney general in 1854, touch-
ing the mines and minerals of the province—and the same were read by the clerk.

(See appendiz No. 3.)
Ordered, That the correspondence do lie on the table.

Also—by the like command, )

An account of the receipts and expenditures of the Nova Scotia electric telegraph com-
pany, from 1st January to 30th September, 1854, together with a stat.ement of the gross
and nett receipts, income and profits of the company, for the same period.

(See appendiz No. 4.)
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.

Mr. Killam reported from the committee appointed to make enquires relative to the
shipwrecked passengers of the Arcadia ; and he read the report in his place, and then de-
livered it in at the clerk’s table, where it was again read.

(See appendiz No. 5.)
Ordered, That the report be received and adopted by the house.

An engrossed bill for giving effect, on the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a cer-
tain treaty between her majesty and the United States of America, was read a third time.

Upon the usual question being propounded from the chair, that such bill do finally pass,

The hon. Mr. Ilowe moved, by way of amendment, that the house do come to the fol-
lowing resolution :

Resolved, That, however highly the people of Nova Scotia value free trade, and the
reciprocal interchange of commodities, they value still more the rights which their fathers
acquired and transmitied, and which their government and legislature have ever sacredly
maintained, over the territory included within the boundaries of this province.

That, in no negociation ever conducted by their government—in no public document,
emanating from their legislature—was it ever suggested or proposed to yield to the citizens
of foreign states the' right to land upon the shores of Nova Scotia to dry nets, cure fish, and
participate in the inshore fishery in all respects as though they were British subjects.

That,
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That, in the darkest periods of British and Irish history, no such privilege was ever
yielded to foreigners upon the coasts of England, Ireland or Scotland, by the most incom-
petent or corrupt negociator, or by the most pusillanimous and feeble administration.

That, at the present time, with all the relaxations of the commercial code of the mother
country, no such privilege exists. That the inhabitants of the British Islands have never
asked, nor could they securely venture, to dry nets or cure fish upon the coasts of the con-
tinent, whose inhabitants, of whatever nation, would be driven into the sea if they attempt-
ed such an intrusion upon the British or Irish coasts.

That the Venetians and Genoese never granted such a privilege. That the Dutch never
claimed it while at the height of their maritime superiority, and have never sunk so low
that they would not have cut their dykes, and laid their country under water, rather than
have granted to foreigners, not residing within their states, the right to occupy and use
their shores.

That, although Great Britain is in close alliauce with the government of France, and
although the allied soldiers, restrained by discipline, and bent upon accomplishing common
objects, fraternize in the Crimea, the hazardous experiment has never yet been tried by
imperial statesmen of permitting French fishermen to dry nets and catch fish on the shores
of Yarmouth, Berwick, or Loch Fine--well knowing that British fishermen, whom no
power could restrain, would resent and resist such intrusions.

That the British plenipotentiary who, on the 5th day of June last, yielded to the citi-
zens of a foreign republic the right thus to intrude upon the shores of British America ; and
the sccretary for foreign affairs, who, before the colonial legislatures could be consulted,
left those shores defenceless, have proclaimed to all the world that the queen’s dominions
on this continent are but lightly valued—that the rights of British subjects are not worth
defending, and that the pressure of foreign diplomacy outweighs, in the counsels of their
sovereign, the solemn grants of the crown, and the claims to consideration established by a
century of loyal attachment and devotion.

That the shores of Nova Scotia have been granted by the crown, and paid for by the
hardy race which inhabits them. That such portions of the soil as have not been granted,
were formally transferred to the provincial government by the civil list act. That the
British plenipotentiary at Washington had no more power to give to foreigners the right
of intrusion upon those lands, for any purpose, than he had to authorize them to kill deer
on an English gentleman’s estate.

Thal the corresponding privilege, granted by the republic, is a delusion and a snare.
The fisheries on the coasts of the United States being less valuable than our own, will
rarely be resorted to, and if they were, no colonial fishermen could safely sweep his seine
or dry his fish where American fishermen were present in force sufficient to resist the intru-
sion and destroy his property.

That the history of American diplomacy shews the use that will be made of this conces-
sion. There will never be wanting fillibusteros to abuse it, or ambitious and daring poli-

- ticians to protect them.

That even should the imperial parliament, acting upon the threat contained in the colo-
nial secretary’s despatch of the 24th of August, ‘¢ overrule the provisions of colonial law,”’
or should the provincial parliament, mistaking its functions, and regardless of its dignity,
ratify this treaty, British and colonial courts will still vindicate the rights of property, and
the hardy possessors of the soil will not hesitate to defend it.

That one of two consequences must result from this concession—either that the repub-
lican and British fishermen will perpetually disturb the peace of the two nations by col-
lisions and hostilities which no government can prevent, or the fishing and maratime popu-
lation of British America, deeply resenting the sacrifice of their rights and the violation of
their territory, will fraternize with their invaders, and learn to respect a nation whose
statesmen know the value of, and are not afraid to protect, ¢¢hook and line, bob and
sinker.”* That

in: “.I’will protect you,” said Danicl Webster to the American fishermen, ‘‘hook and line, bob and
sinker.’
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That the citizens of the republic, having, through the imbecility of imperial statesmen,
obtained the use of all the great rivers and canals of North America, and of the inshore
fisheries and sea coasts, possess advantages to enable them to exert foreign influence, and
ultimately to incorporate the provinces into their confederacy, which history teaches us
that no powerful nation, so tempted, ever could resist.

That if imperial statesmen desire to retain these provinces, they must show that they
appreciate their value ;—they must propound a national policy that British subjects can
comprehend ; —they must resist encroachments in the west as firmly as in the east, and
they must apply to the shores of the queen’s dominions in America the same principles
which have for ages guarded the shores of the parent state.

Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, Negmtiredon divisien
there appeared for the amendment, fourteen ; against it, thirty-one.

For the amendment : Against the amendment :

Mr. Creighton, Mr. Ryder, Mr. Wade,
¢« H. Munro, ¢ Jas. Campbell, ¢ McQueen,
¢¢ Jno., Campbell, ¢« McKinnon, ¢ Comeaa,
¢« J. Munro, ¢ Young, ¢ Beckwith,
¢« Zwicker, : ¢ Holmes, ¢ Bent,
s« Jost, ' ¢ Whitman, ¢ Martell,
¢ Locke, ¢¢ Thos. Coffin, ¢¢ Fuller,
¢ Josiah Coffin, Houn. Mr. Fulton,  Hon. Sol. Gen.,
¢ Cowie, ¢ Prov. Sec., ¢ Fin. Sec.,
¢¢ Mosher, Mr. Wier, Mr. McLelan,
¢ Marshall, ¢« Moore, ¢ Chipman,
¢« Wilkins, ¢ Bourneaf, ¢ Murray,
¢t B. Smith, ¢ Archibald, ¢ Shaw,
Hon. Mr. Howe. ¢¢ Dimock, ¢« P. Smyth,
: ¢ Brown, ¢ Annand.
* Doyle,

Sn it passed in the negative.

Mr. B. Smith then moved, by way of amendment, that the house do come to the follow- Secontamesdmens:
ing resolution :
Resolved, That it is the opinion of this house that in the passage of any laws regulating
the terms of reciprocal interchange of the products of this colony with those of the republic
of the United States, no permission should be given to the citizens of the United States to
land upon or to occupy any portion of the shores of this province, for the purpose of taking
or curing fish ; and that a free participation to take fish within three marine miles of the
coasts and harbors of this province should not be granted fo citizens of the United States
until the same privileges which the citizens of that republic now enjoy of registering ships
and conducting the coasting trade of this country be awarded by the people of the United
States to the inhabitants of this province.
Which proposed amendment being seconded and puf, and the house dividing thereon, egatived ou aivietm
there appeared for the amendment, thirteen ; against it, thirty.
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For the amendment : Against the amendment :

Mr. Creighton, Mr. Brown, Mr. Jas. Campbell,

¢ Jno. Campbell, ¢« Beckwith, ¢ Killam,

¢ J. Muunro, ¢« McKinnon, ¢ Anpnand,

s¢ Jost, ¢ Comeau, ¢ Martell,

¢ Zwicker, ¢ Thos. Coffin, ¢ Fuller,

¢ Josiah Coffin, ¢ Wade, “ Wier,

¢ Cowie, ¢ McLelan, ‘¢ Moore,

¢ Mosher, ¢ Chipman, ¢ Bourneuf,

¢ Marshall, ¢ Murray, ¢ Archibald,

¢« Wilkins, ¢ Shaw, ¢ Dimock,

¢¢ B. Smith, ¢ P. Smyth, ¢ Ryder,

¢ Locke, ¢ McQueen, ¢ Doyle,

Hon. Mr. Howe. “ Young, ‘¢ Whitman,
Hon. Sol. Gen., Hon. Prov. Sec.,

(1)

Fin. Sec.,

(19

. Mr. Fulton.
So it passed in the negative.

The question as originally propounded from the chair, that the bill do finally pass, being
put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the motion, thirty-one ; against it,
thirteen.

For the motion : Against the motion :

Mr. Brown, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Martell, Mr. Creighton,

¢ McQueen, *“ Annand, ¢¢ Thos. Coffin, ¢ Jno. Campbell,
¢ Beckwith, * Ryder, ¢ Holmes, ‘¢ Marshall,

¢« McKinnon, ¢ Tuller, ¢« Moore, ¢ B. Smith,

¢ Dimock, ¢ McLelan, « P. Smyth. ¢« Zwicker,

‘ Whitman, *“ Young, ' ‘“ Wilkins,

¢ Wier, ““ Doyle, Hon. Mr. Howe,
¢ Bourneuf, Hon. Prov. Sec., Mr. Cowie,

“ Murray, ¢ Mr. Fulton, ¢ Jost,

Hon. Sol. Gen., Mr. Wade, ¢ Mosher,

¢ Fin. Sec., ¢« Jas. Campbell, ¢ J. Munro,
Mr. Shaw, ¢« Killam, ¢ Josiah Coffin,
¢ Chipman, ¢« Comeau, ¢ Locke.

So it passed in the affirmative.

And accordingly

Resolved; That the bill do pass, and that the title be, an act for giving effect, on the
part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and the Uni-
ted States of America.

Ordered, That the clerk do carry the bill to the council and desire their concurrence.

Mr. Archibald then moved that the house do come to the following resolutions :

Whereas the shore fisheries of this province are justly considered by ihe people of Nova
Scotia as a most valuable source of wealth and industry :

And whereas our legislature and people have repeatedly, in addresses and memorials to
the crown and imperial government, expressed their sense of the importance of the exclu-
sive enjoyment of these fisheries, and deprecated the concession of any participation therein
to American citizens without the opportunity being first afforded to the people of this pro-
vince to express their views as to the terms upon which such participation should be per-
mitted : -

And whereas the right to these fisheries, though in one sense belonging to the whole
British people, is more immediately appurtenant to Nova Scotia, whose legislature, by the

: - law
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law of nations, as recently recognized by the crown officers of England, has jurisdiction
over three marine miles from our shores : ‘

And whereas any admission of the rights of a foreign nation within these limits, touches,
in a most delicate manner, the rights, the dignity, and the spirit of our people :

And whereas on the 5th day of June last a treaty was concluded at Washington, between
the imperial and American governments, whereby, in exchange for certain commercial pri-
vileges conceded by the United States to the British provinces, the citizens of the republic
were admitted to a participation in the reserved fisheries of the colonies, and allowed the
enjoyment of certain temporary rights on their unoccupied shores, provided the legislatures
of the various provinces, whose interests were concerned, should be found willing to accept
the privileges conceded by the United States as an equivalent for those demanded by that
counfry :

" And whereas it has been made appear by the explanations given on the floors of this
house by the members of the provincial administration, that the provincial government felt
themselves restrained from sending delegates to Washington, by the language of a commu-
nication from general Rowan, transmitting the desire of the British ambassador that no
delegates should be sent : :

Resolved therefore, That this legislature recognizes, in the stipulation that the treaty
should not be operative without the sanction of each of the colonial legislatures, the desire
of lord Elgin to consult the feelings and wishes of the people of this province, on a matter
of vital importance to their best interests ; and conceives that such stipulation, had it been
carried out, would have afforded this legislature an opportunity of expressing an effective
and independent opinion on the acceptance or rejection of the treaty.

And whereas the act of the imperial ministry in withdrawing the protection of our
fisheries, and admitting American citizens to the enjoyment of all the privileges of the
treaty before either the government of the United States was in a condition to extend the
reciprocal concessions stipulated in the treaty, or the legislature of this colony bad been
consulted on its terms, coupled with the despatch of Sir George Grey to lord Elgin, practi-
cally intimates the determination of the imperial government to dispose of the question,
irrespective of the feelings and the rights of this province, is derogatory to the character
and insulting to the pride of a free people :

Resolved therefore, That this house feels it a duty which it owes to itself and the country,
to enler a solemn protest against the mode in which the dearest interests of this province
have been disposed of, its legislation anticipated and forestalled, and its independent action
largely restrained.

And whereas the reciprocal privileges conceded by the United States, in the admission
of most of our staples to the ports of the union free of duty, have long been an object of
earnest desire to the people of this province, and this house has, by resolution, intimated
its willingness to surrender our exclusive rights of fishery for sufficient equivalents of a
commercial character :

Resolved therefore, That this house are of opinion that the privileges conceded to us by
the treaty, though not equal to what this province had a right to expect, are still of vast
importance to the interests and prosperity of the country, and that it is the duty of the
legislature, in view of these interests, and under existing circumstances, to pass such a law
as is required by the treaty to give effect to its provisions.

Which resolutions being seconded,

Mr. Killam moved that such resolutions be amended by leaving out all the words therof
after the word ¢ whereas,”” and in place of the words so left out inserting the following
words :

‘¢ The high duties imposed by the government of the United States on the produc-
tions of foreign countries have operated strongly against the interests of the people of Nova
Scotia since the United States afford the nearest and best market for many of their most
important products, they have therefore long been anxious that some amicable treaty of
reciprocal commerce should be negociated on behalf of themselves and their fellow colonists.

And whereas, in common with all British subjects, the people of this province have been

enjoying

Amendent proposed
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enjoying the exclusive right to the reserved fishing grounds on the coast of Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Canada, and bave, through the legislature,
repeatedly represented to the sovereign their high appreciation of these privileges, yet this
assembly did, on a recent occasion, by a large majority, express their willingness to relin-
quish these exclusive rights, provided an equivalent was obtained therefor :

And whereas lord Elgin, under the instruction of the imperial government, and Mr.
Marcy on the part of the United States government, have concluded a treaty, which has
been solemnly ratified, and which provides for the enjoyment of mutual rights to fish, and
for specific purposes connected therewith, to land on the coasts of the territory of each
nation, and also for the long desired introduction, free of duties, of their respective pro-
ducts :

Therefore resolved, That in the opinion of this house the imperial government and lord
Elgin, by bringing this long, protracted negociation, on behalf of the British North Ameri-
can colonies, to an amicable conclusion, obtaining for them, in consideration of conceding
the right to participate in each others’ fisheries, special and most valuable commercial
advantages, have not disregarded the best interests of the people of Nova Scotia, and are
entitled to their approbation.”

Yewrdmarsie Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon,
there appeared for the amendment, five ; against it, thirty-four.

So it passed in the negative.

Origtoal resolat‘on The question on the original resolutions being then put, and the house dividing thereon,
popirsiendinsie™ there appeared for the motion, nine ; against it, thirty-four.

For the motion : Against the motion. :

Mr. Jas. Campbell, Mr. Brown, “Mr. Moore, Mr. Thos. Coffin,

‘¢ Dimock, ¢ Chipman, ‘¢ Mosher, “ Young,

¢« MecLelan, ¢« Zwicker, ¢« J. Munro, ¢« H. Munro,

“ Wier, ‘* Comean, ¢ Creighton, ¢ McQueen,

‘“ Annand, ¢ Whitman, ¢« Josiah Coffin, ¢ Marshall,

¢« Archibald, ¢ Jno. Campbell, ¢ Bourneuf, ¢« Fuller,

¢ Murray, ¢« Jost, ¢« Cowie, ¢ Holmes,

¢ Esson. ¢ Wilkins, ¢« McKinnon, Hon. Prov. Sec.,

¢« P. Smyth. ¢ Shaw, ¢ B. Smith, ¢ Sol. Gen.,
¢« Killam, ¢« Locke, ¢ Mr. Fulton,
¢« Martell, ¢ Wade, ¢« < Howe.

Hon. Fin. Sec.,
So it passed in the negative.

Besolution as to The hon. Mr. IHowe then moved that the house do come to the following resolution :

i Resolved, That this house baving, under the peculiar circumstarces in which the pro-
vince was placed, passed a bill to give effect to the treaty negotiated at Washington on the
fifth day of June last, yet regard it as a sacred duty to enter their solemn protest against
the manner in which the territorial rights of Nova Scotia were bargained away, and the
inshore fisheries left defenceless, without the presence at Washington of any representatives
of this province, and before either its government or legislature had been consulted.

Repuredaairsics W hich being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, there appeared for the
motion, eighteen ; against it, twenty-three.

For
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For the motion : - Against the molion :

Mr. Locke, Mr. Jas. Campbell, Mr. MecLelan, Mr. Brown,

¢ Jno. Campbell, ¢¢ Josiah Coffin, ¢ Shaw, ¢ Wier,

¢« Zwicker, ¢« Jost, ‘¢ Bent, ¢« Thos. Coffin,

¢ J. Muanro, ¢¢ Marshall, ¢ Killam, ¢« Comeau,

¢ Moore, ¢« Cowie, ¢ Whitman, ¢ Fauller,

<< Holmes, Hon. Mr. Johnston, ‘¢ Wade, Hon. Sol. Gen.,

¢ B. Smith, ¢« ¢« Howe, ¢¢ MecKinnon, ¢ Prov. Sec.,

¢ Wilkins, Mr. H. Munro, ¢« Bourneuf, «  Atty. Gen.,

¢ Doyle, ‘ P. Smyth. ¢ Dimock, ¢ Fin. See.,
¢¢ Chipman, ¢« Mr. Fulton,
¢¢ Martell, Mr. Young.
¢ Ryder,

So it passed in the negative.

Ordered, That Mr. Brown have leave of absence to retarn home on urgent private busi- Leave ofateence.
ness.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 13th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

The hon. the solicitor general reported from the committee on the disposal of the pro- report fom comamle
vincial horses ; and he read the report in bis place, and then delivered it in at the clerk’s *= ° P boree
table, where it was again read.

(See appendiz No. 6.)

Ordered, That the report be received and adopted by the house. Adopted.

A message from the council by Mr. Halliburton : Mersage from council.
Mr. Speaker—

The council have agreed to the bill, entitled, an act for giving effect, on the part of the agree 1 reciprocity
province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and the United States of Soafiil, vid s
America, with an amendment, to which amendment they desire the concurrence of this
honorable house.

And then the messenger withdrew.

The amendment proposed by the council to the bill, entitled, an act for giving effect, on councirs amesdzent
the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and the <™¥e=-
United States of America, was read a first and, nem. con., a second time, and considered
by the house.

And therenpon,
On motion, resolved, that such amendment be agreed to. Agreed to.

Ordered, That the clerk do carry the bill and amendment back to the council, and Bu, ac. sent back to
acquaint them that this house have agreed to such amendment. coune

A message from the council by Mr. Halliburton : -
Mr. Speaker—
The council have agreed to the bill, entitled, an act for giving effect, on the part of the agree to reciprocity

province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and the United States of L5 b ® wes-
America, as now amended.

And then the messenger withdrew.

8 A

Message from couneil.
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A message from his excellency the lieutenant governor by the gentlemen usher of the

black rod :
Mr. Speaker,

His excellency the lieutenant governor coremands this honorable house to attend his
excellency immediately in the council chamber.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the house, attended his excellency in the council
chamber. ‘

And being returned,

Mr. Speaker reported that the house had attended his excellency in the council chamber,
when his excellency was pleased to give his assent to a bill, entitled,

An act for giving effect, on the part of the province of Nova Scotia, to a certain treaty
between her mujesty and the United States of America.

The hon. Mr. Howe moved that the house do come to the following resolution :

Resolved, That the railway commissioners be instructed, and they are hereby empowered
with the sanction of the governor and council, to proceed with the construction of the lines
east aud west from the point of junction, and to locate and put under contract any portions
of such lines which in their discretion will be most advantageous to the public service.

Which being seconded,

Mr. B. Smith moved that such resolution be amended by leaving out all the words
thereof after the word ¢ resolved,”” and in place of the words so left out inserting the fol-
lowing words :

¢¢ That it is the opinion of this house that the commissioners of the railroad do proceed
with the construction of the main trunk line, without deciding upon the route of the west-
ern branch until the next meeting of the legislature.”’

Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon,
there appeared for the amendment, three ; against it, thirty-eight.

So it passed in the negative.

The resolution as criginally proposed being then put, and the house dividing thereon,
there appeared for the resolution, thirty-seven ; against it, five.
So it passed in the affirmative.

The hon. Mr. Howe then moved that the house do come to the following resolutions :

Resolved, That in any year when the £200,000 by law provided shall not have been
expended, the balance may be added to the amount to be disbursed in the following year,
should it be required to complete any important section of either line.

Resolved, That whenever the commissioners shall be of opinion that work can be better
and more economically performed under the direction of their officers, it shall not be impe-
rative to put the same to contract, provided that the sanction of the provincial government
has been first obtained.

Which said two resolutions being seconded and put, were respectively agreed to by the
house.

Ordered, That the clerk do carry the three resolutions to the council and desire their
concurrence.

On motion of the hon. the financial secretary, :

Resolved, That the governor in council be, and he is hereby authorized to issue a pro-
clamation declaring that the articles exempted from duty in the act passed during the pre-
sent session, entitled, ¢ An act for giving effect, on the part of the province of Nova
Scotia, to a certain treaty between her majesty and the United States of America,” shall
forthwith be admitted into this province or taken out of warehouse free of duty, without
requiring any bonds in respect of the duties on such articles, or any of them, during the
present session of the legislature.

Ordered,
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Ordered, That the clerk do carry the resolution to the council and desire their concur- set toocunca
rence.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve of the clock.

THURSDAY, 14th DECEMBER, 1854.

PRAYERS.

A message from the council by Mr. Halliburton : Messge from council.
Mr. Speaker—

The council have agreed to the three resolutions of this honorable house, relative to the Agres to railway roge-
comstruction of railways in this province ; and also to the resolution of this honorable house resoiution.
relative to the immediate admission of certain articles duty free, severally without any
amendment.

The council desire a conference, by committee, with a committee of this honorable Ask coaterence.
house; on the general state of the province.

And then the messenger withdrew.

On motion, resolved, that the conference desired by the council be agreed to, and that Confereoce agreed o.
the clerk do acquaint the council therewith.

Ordered, That Mr. Annand, Mr. Wade, and Mr. Moore, be a committee to manage such Coumittee of coater-
eonference. o

So they went to the conference. Hel.

And being returned,

Mr. Annand reported that the managers had been at the conference, and that the com- Beport.
mittee of conference on the part of the council handed to them a paper suggesting a money
grant, which they do not feel themselves at liberty to report to the house, as being incon-
sistent with its privileges.-

Mr. Marshall moved that the house do come to the following resolution : Voteatcredit for mem
Resolved, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized and respectfully
requested to advance such sum as will suffice to pay every member of the house of assem-
bly one pound per day for his attendance in general assembly to the date of the adjourn-
ment of the present session,—also the travelling fees as heretofore ; and that this house
will provide for the same when it again meets.
‘Which being seconded,
Mr. Annand moved that such resolution be amended by leaving out all the words thereof Amendmeat moves.
after the word ¢ suffice,”” and in lieu of the words so left out inserting the following words :
*“ To pay every member of the house of assembly the travelling fees as heretofore, and
that this house will provide for the same when it again meets.”
Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, Angdmeatoen-
there appeared for the amendment, ten ; against it, thirty-two.

, For
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For the amendment : Agatnst the amendment :

Mr. Locke, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Fuller, Mr. Martell,

“ Wier, ¢« Zwicker, ¢ Whitman, ¢ Doyle,

¢ Chipman, ¢¢ Marshall, ¢ Wade, ¢« J. Munro,
‘¢ Archibald, ¢ Thorne, ¢ Ryder, ¢« Jno. Campbell,
¢« Esson, ¢ Thos. Coffin, ¢ Jost, ¢« H. Munro,
¢ Annpand, ¢« Josiah Coffin, ‘¢ Bent, t« McKinnon,
Hon. Atty. Gen., ¢« Mosher, ¢ Murray, ¢ Beckwith,
‘  Prov. Sec., ¢« Moore, ¢ Bourneuf, ¢ Comeau,
¢  Fin. Sec., <« Holmes, ¢ Cowie, ¢ B. Smith,
¢« Mr. Falton. ¢ Dimock, ¢ Shaw, ¢ Young.

‘ P. Smyth, Hon. Mr. Howe,
So it passed in the negative.

The original resolution was then, upon the question put thereon, agreed to by the house.
Ordered, That the clerk do carry the resolution to the council and desire their concur-
rence.

Mr. Marshall then moved that the house do come to the following resolutions :

Resolved, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized and respectfully
requested to advance the sum of two hundred and seven pounds, in order to enable the
clerk of assembly to defray the contingent expenses of the house of assembly up to the
adjournment of the present session, and that this house will provide for the same when it
again meets.

Resolved, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized and respectfully
requested to advance the sum of sixty pounds, to be applied under the direction of the
committee on reporting in paying for the expenses incident to the reporting the debates
of the present session up {o the time of the adjournment, and that this house will provide
for the same when it again meets.

Resolved, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized and respectfully
requested to advance such sum as will suffice to pay every member of the legislative coun-
cil one pound per day for his attendance in general assembly to the date of the adjourn- -
ment of the present session,—also the travelling charges as heretofore ; and that this
house will provide for the same when it again meets.

Resolved, That his excellency the lieutenant governor be authorized and respectfully
requested to advance the sum of one hundred and twenty-four pounds to enable the clerk
of the legislative council to defray the contingent expenses of that branch of the legislature
up to the adjournment of the present session, and that this house will provide for the same
when it again meets.

Ordered, That the clerk do carry the above four resolutions to the council and desire
their concurrence.

Mr. Wade moved that the house do come to the following resolution :

Resolved, That in future the franking privilege of members of this house be the same as
in the last session of the legislature.

Which being scconded,

Mr. Wier moved that such resolution be amended by leaving out all the words thereof
after the word “¢ resolved,” and in place of the words so left out inserting the following
words :

* That the franking privilege of this house be abolished, and in lieu thereof all letters
addressed to members during any session shall be free of postage ; and that the postmaster
general be instructed to issue, at the commencement of the adjourned session, one hundred
threepenny stamps to each member of this house.”

Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon,
there appeared for the amendment, fifteen ; against it, twenty-three.

So it passed in the negative. Mr.
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Mr. Esson then moved that the resolution, as originally proposed, be amended by leav- Amendmentmeves
ing out all the words thereof after the word °¢ resolved,”” and in place of the words so left
out inserting the following words :

¢ That for the fature the franking privilege of members of this house be abolished :”

‘Which proposed amendment being seconded and put, and the house dividing thereon, wegsivea ondirision

passed in the negative.

The resolation, as originally proposed, being then puf, and the house dividing thereon, Origina! veackution
there appeared for the resolution, twenty-seven ; against it, twelve. )

So it passed in the affirmative.

Ordered accordingly.

The hon. the solicitor general reported finally from the committee on the provincial stud Tostrep. trom com-
horses—and he read the report in his place, and then delivered it in at the clerk’s table, -
where it was again read.
(See appendiz No. 6—part 2.)

Ordered, That the report be received and adopted by the house. Received and adopted

¥

On motion, resolved, That no bill of a private or local nature, or petition therefor or for Bes s to rece
money or relief, be received by the house after the ninth day of February next; and thaf stadicurnea
the clerk do, one month previous to the adjourned meeting of the legislature, cause this

notice to be inserted in five of the public newspapers.

it

On motion of the hon. the attorney general, oo koo i
Resolved, That this house do stand adjourned until Saturday, the twenty-seventh day of
Janunary next, at twelve o’clock, then to meet for the despatch of business.
Axd accordingly,
The house adjourned until Saturday, the twenty-seventh day of January next, at twelve
o’clock. .

SATURDAY, 27th JANUARY, 1855.

=

PRAYERS.

The hon. the attorney general, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill to enlarge and Practice act ealarge-
ameng the new practice act—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be read a "™ "
second time.

The hon. the provincial secretary, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill to amend Witoessesand evi-

chapter 135 of the revised statutes, °of witnesses and evidence, and the proof of written bui
documents ’—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time.

The hon. the provincial secretary also, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill for the crimioat custody bis.
safe custody of persons charged with offences, and to make provision for the prevention of
oﬁ'encgs by insane persons—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be read a
second time.

Then the house adjourned until Monday next at twelve of the clock.

MONDAY, 20th JANUARY, 1855.

PRAYERS.
Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at twelve of the clock.

9 Tuesday,
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TUESDAY, 30th JANUARY, 1855.

PRAYERS.

Camusee onrepori-  Ordered, That Mr. Marshall and the hon. the solicitor general be added to the committee
iog naded to on reporting.

Continuation of p-  The hon. the provincial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant governor,

pers and correspon-

dence rel. to wmizes presented to the house,

Copies of certain despatches and papers in continuation of the correspondence commu-
nicated to the house on the 12th December, on the sabject of the mines and minerals of
this province—and the same were read by the clerk.

(See appendiz No. 3—part 2.)

Ordered, That the papers do lie on the table.
Papers rempecting Also—copies of certain despatches and correspondence relating to the transfer to colonial
transfer o e8 O

mnter heaties o officers of customs of duties performed by imperial officers of customs prior to 5th January,
oficers. 1855—and the same were read by the clerk.

(See appendiz No. 7.)
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.
Despatch relating to ~ Also—copy of & despatch from the colonial secretary to the lieutenant governor, dated

st 8th November, 1854, on the subject of the militia law—and the same was read by the
clerk.

(See appendiz No. 8.)
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.
Copies of patriotic  Also—copies of the royal commission of the patriotic fund, and of the notice relating

fond commistion & thereto—and the same were read by the clerk.
Ordered, That the same do lie on the table.

Committee to pre- On motion of the hon. the attorney general,
D s "224%  pysolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare and report lists of members of

standing committees on general subjects.
Ordered, That Mr. Annand, the hon. the provincial secretary, Mr. Marshall, Mr.
Thorne, Mr. Chipman, Mr. Creighton, and Mr. McQueen, be a committee for that purpose.

Buinxpeniosuis - Mr. Wier, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill concerning a road on the peninsula
roud bl of Halifax—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time.
Estimate for 1855. The hon. the financial secretary, by command of his excellency the lieutenant governor,
presented fo the house,
An estimate of the expenses of the civil government of the province for the year 1855.
(See appendiz No. 9.)

Ordered, That the estimate do lie on the table.
Eupply granted. On motion of the hon. the financial secretary,

Resolved, That a supply be granted to her majesty. .
Eatimoate referred. Ordered, That the estimate of the expenses of the civil government of the province be

referred to the committee of supply. ) ) . .
oneroraaytrsp-  Ordered, That the house do, to-morrow, resolve itself into a committee to consider of

o the supply granted to her majesty.
The
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The hon. the attorney general, by command of his excellency the lieutenant governor, Post ofice papers.
presented fo the house,

The report of the postmaster general for the year ended 5th October, 1854, together
with various returns and accounts therein referred to—and such papers were severally read
by the clerk.

For the report—
(See appendiz No. 10.)

Ordered, That the report and other papers therein referred to do lie on the table.

The hon. Mr. Johnston, pursuant to leave given, presented a bill to extend the elective Esctive iegisaire

principle to the legislative council—and the same was read a first time and ordered to be
read a second time.

Then the house adjourned until to-morrow at twelve of the clock.

WEDNESDAY, 81st JANUARY, 1855.

PRAYERS.
The order of the day being read, Order of day.
The house, pursuant to such order, resolved itself into a committee of supply. Committee of supply.

Mr. Speaker left the chair.
Mr. Dimock took the chair of the committee.
Mr. Speaker resumed the chair.

The chairman reported from the committee that they had come to several resolutions,
which they had directed him to report to the house—and he delivered the same in at the
clerk’s table.

The chairman also acquainted the house that he was directed by the committee to move
for leave to sit again on the consideration of the supply, to which the house agreed.

The resolutions reported from the committee were then read a first and second time, and resotations reportes.
are as follow :

1°.  Resolved, That the sum of two hundred pounds be granted and paid to the speaker £200 spesker of as-
of the house of assembly, in full for his salary as speaker for the present year. ’

2°. Resolved, That the sum of two hundred pounds be granted and paid to the clerk of £20% clerk of assem-
the house of assembly, for his services for the same year.

3°.  Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five pounds be granted and paid to the chaplain £26 chaplain of as-
of the house of assembly, for his services during the present session. ”

4°.  Resolved, That the sum of one hundred pounds be granted and paid to the clerk £ cierk assistant
assistant of the house of assembly, for his services during the present session.

5°.  Resolved, That the sum of fifty pounds be granted and paid to the sergeant-at-arms £50 serjenat at arms
to the house of assembly, for his services for the present session.

6°.  Resolved, That the sum of thirty pounds be granted and paid to the assistant £s0usissntseresnt
sergeant-at-arms to the house of assembly, for his services for the present session. '

7. Resolved, That the sum of forty pounds be granted and paid to the messenger of 240 messenger of go-
the governor and the executive and legislative councils, for his services for the present N
year.

8°.  Resolved, That the sum of thirty pounds be granted and paid to John Fitzgerald, %30 Joun Fitzgerald
for bis services as messenger to the house of assembly, during the present session. o
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9°.  Resolved, That the sum of eighty pounds be granted and paid to the clerk of the
board of revenue, for his services during the present year.

10°. Resolved, That such sum be granted and paid, on the certificate of the board of
revenue, as may be sufficient to pay, at the rate of seven shillings and six pence per day,
to such persons as shall be employed by the receiver gencral as extra waiters for the port
of Halifax during the present year; five shillings a day to such extra waiters when unem-
ployed, and at the rate of five shillings a day to temporary waiters.

11°.  Resolved, That the sum of three hundred pounds be granted and paid to such
persons as the governor shall appoint to discharge the duties heretofore performed by the
guager, weigher, and proof officer, for the port of Halifax.

12°.  Resolved, That the sum of sixty pounds be granted and paid to the keeper of the
assembly house, council chamber, and law library, for the present year.

13°.  Resolved, That the sum of four hundred pounds be granted and placed at the dis-
posal of the governor, for the support of the establishment at Sable Island for the present
year.

14°.  Resolved, That the sum of fifty pounds be granted to such persons as will run a
proper packet between Guysborough and Arichat, touching occasionally at Fox Island and
Canso, under the regulations of the sessions for the counties of Guyshorough and Richmond
—to be paid on the certificate of such sessions that the packet has been properly kept
and run during the present year : provided that the judges of the supreme court shall be
taken without charge, if required, from Guysborough to Arichat, and from Arichat to
Guysborough, on their circuit to Cape Breton, and that the packet shall also carry the
mail between Guysborough and Arichat, if required.

15°.  Resolved, That the sum of twenty pounds be granted to aid the inhabitants of
Douglas, at the mouth of the River Shubenacadie, in supporting a suitable boat or scow to
run between Londonderry and that place, such boat or scow to be under the regulations
of the sessions for the county of Hants—to be paid upon the certificates of three justices of
the peace residing in Douglas, that such boat has been running at least twice a week for
six months to their satisfaction, under the regulations aforesaid.

16°.  Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds each be granted to the two licensed ferry-
men at the mouth of the Shubenacadie, in the counties of Colchester and Hants, for the
transportation of horses and carriages across that river—to be paid on the certificate of the
general or a special sessions of each county respectively that such ferry has been duly
attended, and proper boats procured and used.

17°.  Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds each be granted and paid to Joseph Per-
nette and Charles Pernette, for keeping up the ferry over LaHave river.

18°. Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds be granted to Cornelius Craig, to enable
him to keep up a ferry across the narrows at the entrance of Sable River, in the county of
Shelburne, under the regulations of the sessions, and to be paid on their certificate.

19°.  Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds be granted to Alexander McGuire, or such
other person as shall run a ferry boat or scow between Carter’s landing, on the western
side of the Gut of Canso, and Alexander McPherson’s, on the eastern side thereof—to be
paid on the certificate of the sessions for the county of Guysborough that such boat or scow
has been provided and run under their regulations and to their satisfaction. -

20°. Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds be granted to Alexander McPherson, to
enable him to run a suitable ferry boat or scow between his landing on the eastern side of
the Gut of Canso, and John Carter, on the western side thereof—to be paid on the certi-
ficate of the sessions for the county of Richmond that such boat or scow has been provided
and run under their regulations and to their satisfaction. 27
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21°. Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds each be granted to such two persons as shall 22 terry, Porti7Ber-
respectively keep up a ferry at the mouth of the harbor of Port L'Herbert, provided a pert
boat be kept to convey horses and cattle across the harbor—to be paid on the certificate of
the sessions for the county of Shelburne that such boat has been properly kept and run
under their regulations.

99, Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds be granted to Duncan McPhee, to enable £10 Duncan McPhee
him to maintain a ferry between Low Point and Sydney Mines, at the mouth of Spanish
River, in the county of Cape Breton—to be paid on the certificate of three of the justices
of the peace for the county of Cape Breton that he has faithfully discharged the duties
assigned him by the sessions.

93°.  Resolved, That the sum of fifteen pounds be granted to William Cunningham and #15 V. Coaningban
John Kuowles, or such persons as shall keep a ferry across the narrows of the passage
between Cape Sable Island and the Main, such persons being furnished with suitable boats
for the accommodation of passengers—to be paid on the certificate of the sessions for Shel-
burne that such boats have been properly kept and run under their regulations.

94°,  Resolved, That the sum of fifteen pounds be granted to 2id in maintaining a ferry £1try, Ambent
during the present year between Amherst and Minudie, such ferry to be under the regula-
tions of the sessions for the county of Cumberland, and the foregoing sum to be paid on
their certificate that the same has been conducted to their satisfaction.

25°.  Resolved, That the sum of ten pounds each be granted to the two licensed ferry- £ ferry, Grandique
men at the mouth of the Grandique River, in the county of Richmond—to be paid on the
certificate of the sessions of the county that the work has been faithfully performed and the
public properly accommodated.

26°.  Resolved, That the sum of twenty pounds be granted and placed at the disposa.l £20 ferries, Bheet
of the governor, to provide for the maintenance of ferries across Sheet Harbor and the e
mouth of the North West Arm, in the county of Halifax.

27°.  Resolved, That the sum of five pounds each be granted to such two persons, one £10ferry, Liscombe
on each side of Liscomb’s Harbor, in the county of Guysborough, as shall maintain a ferry a
across the harbor during the present year—to be paid on the certificate of three justices of
the peace for the county that suitable boats have been provided, that the ferry has been
conducted under the regulations of the sessions, and that the public have been properly
accommodated.

28°. Resol