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MINUTES.
FIRST DAY—APTERNOON SESSION.  *

¢ . The Forty-ninth Anniversary of the Haldimand Association,
of Regular &ptist Churches, was held with the church in
Wicklow, on the last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, of June .
1867. ‘The Annual sermon was. preached by Rev. Joseph King,
of Whithy, from 'Col. 1: 16. ' At the close of the sermon, the
Association was called to order, when the Rev. J. Dempsey, of
Port Hope, was chosen Moderator; Rev. M. Geuld, of Lindsay,
Clerk; and Rev. J. W. Clark, of King, assistant Clerk. The
Clerk was ordered $4 for His trouble. ;.

The By-Laws were then read from the chair. Brethren J.
B. More, T. Sine, and P. Hinman; appointed committee of
Arrangements ; Elders King, ¢ameron, and Lacey, on' Circular
Letter ; and Elders King, Caldicott, and Lacey, a committee on
Buginess. = ‘ ;

Church letters were then-read. © = .

Committee on Business; gave in a report in part, which was
adopted, and business proceeded accordingly. .

Visiting  brothren ‘were then invited to a. seat, and the.
following reported themselves :—Brother Timpany, for Roreign
Missions; Rev, J. Reddick, Grand River (North); Rev. Dr.
Fyfe, Grand River (South),/and Elgin Association, and for the
Institute ; Rev. Dr. Caldicott, for the Baptist; Rev. J. Finch, .
Missionary in Innisfil, &ec.,; Brethren Wright, and Carter, from

~Alexander-street Church; Brother Crandall, from S, George.

Prayer by Dr. Caldicott. Adjourned to meet at half-past
seven P.M. .

.
3 LR :
. EVENING SESSION. /

Met according to ap?ointmont. Pra,yer by Bro, Timpany.
Sermon by, Rev. J. W. Clark, from Psalm cxxxviii. 8. Prayer
g’y Elder Dowling. Adjourned to meet Friday morning, nine
clock, . 5
SECOND DAY--MORNING SESSION. .

Prayer Meeting—FElder McClelland presiding. Business

resumed—Minntes read and approved. S .
Moderator and Clerk appointed a deputation to visit

Bobeaygebn Church ; Hiders Cammeron and Clark, a deputation

to yisit Gwillimbury Church.—Report next Association.
5 . ; 5
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The Clerk was appointed to write to thie other churches,

 which had not reported to the Assoeiation,

Brethren McCord, McClelland, and Dowling, were consti-
tuted a committee on Applications of churches, :
Commiittee on Circular Letter recommended it to be read to

the Association. Report adopted.

The letter (subject, Pastoral” Authority, writer, Rev. R.
McClelland,) was read and ordered to be printed with the.
Minutes. = L N ety

~ Dr. Fyfe, heard in behalf of the Institute, and a colle{tfox\l
taken up for it, amounting to $55.25.

Business Committee reported further, and Report was

adgpted. Prayer by Brother McCord. Adjourned to meet at
two o'clock p.u. £t

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Met according to appointment. Prayer by Brother Shermman.
After hearing the report of ‘Elder Dempsey, respecting the
Peterborough Church, said church was ordered to be dropped
from the Association. .,

.. Committee on Application of churches handed in the
following report :—Having examjned applicatiofis from Seymour,
Innisfil, Tollandalg, Bell Ewart, Port Perry, and Alexander-street
‘Churches, . do recommend their cordial . reception into the
Association. Report adopted.

The' letters frqm the five mentioned churches were read—
churches received—right hand of followship to the delegates by
Moderator. ‘Brethren Ephraim Doolittle, Hinman, Ewan, .
Holman, and Jos. King, weré appointed a committee to confer
with the Trustees of the Port Hope Church, with the view of
selling or leasing the Cobourg Baptist chapel ; the voice of the
committee to be considered as@he voice of the Association.

Brother Timpany was then heard in behalf of Foreign
Missions, for which a subseription was taken up in cash and
pledges amounting to $100.

Rév.'s McClelland, Dowling, Finch, and Cameron, were
appointéd a committee on Resolutions. Prayer by Elder
Dowling. “Sermon by Dr. Caldicott, from Romans v. 21,
Committee on Business reported further, and report adopted.
After prayer, adjourned to meet next mgrning halfpast nine

o’clock. ‘
THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. )

Met according to appointment. Prayer and Conference,
Elder Dowling presiding. Elder Cameron then preached from
Ezekiel xxxiv. 29.
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Business | was again resumed. Prayer by Elder Jackson.
Minutes read and approved. Committee on Resolutions handed
in their report, wh’;cﬁ}vn.s received and laid on thé table.

Committee on Business presented their final report, which
was adopted. The, report of Secrbtary of Evangelical Society,
was presénted and received. Adjourned to meétat two o’clock p.a.

. B
: AFTERNOON SESSION. ;
Prayer by Clerk. Minutes read and approved. =2

The report of the Secretary of the Evangelical Society, was

¢ then adopted. The following is the- Financial statement:—
Receipts ~ $452.19 ; Expenditure $489.80 ; balance” due’ to-

Secretary $37,61. - .
A regolution was passed, uréently soliciting aid to the
- Evangelical Society, at ence, from the churches which had not
subscribed to its funds. ;
< 'On motion, it was Resolved—That the Association do meet
wit}rgthe church in Whitby next year. Introductory sermon,

Rev.”J. Cameron; alternate Rev. J. T. Dowling ; ACircl;lar‘

Letter, Rev. M, Gold. .

The resolutions prepared by the committee, were then

discussed and carried. :

1. .On closer alliance of Baptists in the Dominion of Canada.

Moved by Rey. J. Reddick, seconded by Rev. J. Stumpf,

Whereas, in the Providence of God, the Provinces of Canada,
New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, have been’ drawn together in
a closer political union, and we hope that this will also, lead to*
a closer alliance of the Baptists of these Provinces, therefore,

Resolved —That we pledge ourselves to do all in our power

to bring about an end so desirable.
2. On Home and Foréign Missions.

Moved by Rev. J. Cameron, and seconded by Rev. J. Finch, *

Whereas, the Lord has hithérto graciously hlessed the efforts
of our Home Missionary Convention, and Whereas it has also
pleased Him to call one of our Ministerial Brethren to the work
of Foreign Missions, therefore, .

' Resolved,—That we give thanks o the Giver of*all good,
that He has put it into the hearts of his people to contribute
liberally of their means, and in view of the great importance of

the work before us, we pledge ourselves to increaged liberality
in the good cause. :

3. On the state of the churches. [

Moved by Rev. J. Dempsey, and seconded by Rev. J. King,

4




* churches, endeavouring

6 .

Whereas, the reports from various parts of the field,
embraced within the bounds of ‘thid’ Association, do not indicate

the spiritial ‘prosperity to be desired, therefore,

- Resolved, —That we deeply”humble ourselves before God, -

_that we will be more imgortunate in prayer for a blessing on the
iligently to ascertain the causes which
retard our progress, and employ every scriptural means for their
removal. ’ -
4. On Canadian Baptist.

Moved by Bro. J. T. Dowling, seconded by Rev. R.,

McClelland,
Whereas, the Canadian Baptist is doing a good work in
maintaining and promoting our principles, therefore, ‘
Resolved,—That we heartily commend it to the sympathy
“and prompt support of every family, Baptist. and Padobapfist,
througtrout the Dominion of Canada,
5. On the Institute. /
Moyed by Rev. M. Gould, and seconded by P. Hinman,
Resolved,—That we acknowledge with gratitude the success

which God has been pleased to vouchsafe to our Institute, and

we urge upon the churches the necessity of deeper interest in
everything connected with its welfare. :

6. On the Superannuation Fund.

Moved by Rev. W. Lacey, seconded by Rev. S. Jackson, that
we record our gratitude to Almighty God for the establishment
of the Superannuated Ministers’ Fund, and express our Yhanks to
those who have labored so earnestly for the attainment of this

object.

7. On the death of Professor Hankinson,

Moved by Brother More, and seconded by Brother Sherman,

Whereas, it has pleased God to remove by death from his
sphere in the Institute, our beloved brother Professor Hankingon,
who has labored so usefully and acceptably since its opening,
therefore, !

Resolvgd,—That we deegly deplore his loss, and tender our
heartfelt sympathy to*his bereaved family, Eraying that God
would be a ¢ father to the fatherless, and a hushand to the widow
in his holy habitation.”

Klder Stumpf then addressed the Association in behalf of
the Zurich chapel. More than $40 were collected for it

: gie\merk was ordered on behalf of the sAssociation, to
tenddr its thanks to C. J. Brydges, Fsq., General Manager of G.
T. R, for granting free return tickets to theo visitors of the
Asgociation, . ! :
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A vote of thanks was also tendered to Dr, Caldicott, for
negotiating with Mr. Brydges, for the above purpose. |

The thanks of the Association were presented: to the Haldi-

_ marid Church for their generons hospitality durilig the gession,

Brother More was appointed a delegate to the Huron Asso-
ciation. After prayer, and singing the 1,068 hymn the Associa-
tion adjourned to meet with the church in Whitby, Gounty of

~Ontario, on ‘the last Thursday of June 1868, at the fxour'ofv two
v
Marraew Gorp .

J. W. Cragk, ’}Clerl.s,

J. DEMPSEY, Moderator,

SABBATH, JUNE 301, FORENOON.

After addresses to the Sabbath School, by Flders Reddick,
Jackson, Stumpf, and others; preliminary services by Rev. R,
McClelland, Rev. J. Reddick, preached from Ecctas. ix, 4,
Collection for the Convention at the cloge gmounti g to §8.

- Rev. J. T. Dowling, preached same time-in *the' Temperaiice
Hall~ - ' ! :

7 AFTERNOON, ‘THREE( O'CLOCK.

Preliminary services by Brother Sherman, sermon by Rev,
J. Finch, from Philip. ix. 19. Collection at the close for the

. Buperannuated Fund, amounting to $5.31%.

EVENING, SEVEN O'CLOCK.

Introductory services by Rev. 8. Jackson, sermon by Rev. °
Matthew Gold, from Deut, xxxii, 81, The congregations on
Sabbath, were very large and attentive. This Association, will
long be remembered.for its high toned spirituality and Christian
liberality, More money was collected and pledged for the csgwe

d it.

 of Christ at this Association, than at any which ever precede

To Jehovah Jesus be the glory.

DIGEST OF LETTERS.

Alexander St., Toronto, whs received into the Adsociddion at
its present session—just organized ; have built a chapel, & oredit
to the denomination ; congregations good'; Sabbath Bchool in-
creasing in numbers; in want of a pastor. ot .

Bell Ewart was also received into the Associationi—this
yoar organized, on 19th inst.; about to build a chapel. ;

. Bobcaygeon—No Letter, ; i

Brock—No Letter.




Bond 8t., Toronto, reports a year of great fprosperity; 40

/  baptized ; paid off debt on chapel ; raised-in all for the eause of
Christ, $7,683. ¢

. Clarémont.—United and prosperous; baptized several; com-
‘pleted a new chapel; praying and striving for greater success.

Cramahe 1st—Laments losses by death; determined to
ho‘id fast the faith and ordinances as delivered to the saints; are
praying for revival. :

Cramahe” 2nd.—Mourns decline in spiritual cordition—
financial embarrassment; in want of a pastor.

Fenelon.—No letter. - =

Guillimbury.—No letter.

Haldimand.—Regrots cannot, report 'a greater degree of
prosperity; have had' internal difficulties; congregations in-
creasing and attentive. ' \

Innigfil.—Received into Association“this year' from. Grand

River North; enjoyed a season of prosperity and revival: 15

: have been baptized. v

' King 1st.—Progress not rapid, but pgrsevering to the end ;
—~ astor’s Bible class and Sabbath School Ig'osperoﬁ" -
King 2nd.—Unity and, piety” in- their midst; congrega-
' tions good; Bible class well attended.

i Lindsay.—Passed through a season of great trial; have
baptized five during the year; two large and prosperous Sabbath
schools; striving and praying for greater success.

Manilla.—Writes rather discouragingly; without continued
aid from the Convention cannot support the pastor; would
regret his leaving.

Markham 1st.—In union and peace, but deplores a decline
of members; ‘not as healthy and prosperous ag could desire.
Markham 2nd.—Writes cheeringly of its ‘prospects; have
built another chapel, and all but paid for it; hope soon to sup-
- port a pastor without aid from any other church.
Magorville.—Speaks encouﬂtgingly; congregations good;
several joined the church; Sabbath school very prosperous,
Pickering.—No letter,

** Port Hope.—Regrets that it cannot reporta greater number
of conversions; peace and harmony prevail; prayer-meetings
well attended ; building a chapel, to cost $600; contributed
$1541 to the cause of Christ during the year.

Port Perry~This little church has been organized during
the year, and is one of great promise. Since recognition by
.council, has more than doubled its numbers. .
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Queen Street.~Not. witnessed & large ingathering of souls ;
comfort and peace abound ; congregations on the Sabbath good.

Seymour —Just been organized; in want of 4 miniter to
work a promising field. : ; '

Sidney.—Bucceeded in removing a diffieulty which threat-
ened disruption; erected a parsonage; Sabbath school ‘better

Stirling.—Without a pastor; scarcely any vprﬂogress made.
# Igay the Great Head of the- church send a suitable laborer to
this field. :

Tollandale.—~Just organized ; though sinall, is vigorous and'
hopeful. 4

Usbridge—Good congregations ; prosperous Sabbath school ;

paid off debt on the chapel; hope to become 4 self-sustaining
church. - =

Whitbg).——Progress not rapid, but steady; peace and broth-.
erly love abound; united hand and heart, with our esteemed
pastor in laboring for the Master's cause; Sab%th School

flourighing. - v
150 N\

slList of Churches, Clerks, Pastors and Messengers of the Haldimand
Baptist Association, June 2Tth, 28th and 29th, 1861, '

George Wright and John Carter, Messengers.

Bell Ewart—John 8. ‘Johnson, Bell Ewart P. 0., Clerk;
Rev. J. Finch, Messenger. 4

Bond St., Toronto~~John Burns, Toronto P.0., Clerk ; Rev.
T.F. Caldicott and A. T. McCord, Messengers.

Brock—David Reekie, Pefferlaw P. Q.,: Clerk.

Claremont.—Jos. Wixson, Jr, Claremont P, 0, Clerk ; Rev.
John Cameron, and Deacon Jos. Wixson, Messengers.

Cramahe 1st.—John Bellamy, Colborne P, Q., Clerk ; Rev.
S. Jackson, J. W. Cryderman, J. McDonald, J, Winn and E.
Gould, Messengers.

Cramahe 2nd.—J. Phinn, Castleton P, 0., Clerk; Deacon G-
Brintnal, Thos. Hill, D. D. Scott and G. Winn, Messengers.

Fenelon.—H. Graham, Fenelon Falls P. 0., Clerk.
Guwillimbury.—J. Pegg, Hartman P, 0., Clerk.

Haldimand.—C. B. Ewing, Wicklow P. O., Clerk; J. B. More,

E. Doolittle, J. Merrill, A, H. Bradley, P. Hinman, J. Filynn,
Messengers, : =

Alexander St., Toronto.—John Carter, Toronto P.Q., Clerk ; 2
f
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Innisfil,—Jas, Poole, Tnnisfil P. Q. Clerk; Rev. J. Finch, -

Messenger. .
King 1st—~Duncan Campbell, Linton P. 0., Clerk; Rev. J.
W. Clarke, Messenger. i

King 2nd—Geo, Norman, Schomberg P. O., Olerk.

Lindsay—DPeter Fisher, Lindsay P. 0., Clerk ; Rev. M. Gold,

Messenger. ; -
Manilla.—N., A'McLean, Manilla P.O., Clerk.

Markham 1st—TLuton Miller, Markham P. 0., Clerk; Rev.
R. McLelland, Messenger. :

Markham 2nd.—Wm. Ratcliff, Hammettsholm P.O., Clerk ; _

Rev, R. McLelland, Messenger.

Majorville—Jos. Wilson, Whitevale P.O., Clerk; E. D.
Sherman and Deacon G. Strachan, Messengers.

Port Hope~Rev. J. Dempsey, Port Hope, Clerk; Rev. J,
Dempsey and Wm. Barnett, Messengers. "

Port Perry.—Israel Post, Port Perry P.O., Clerk; Rev. J.
King, Dea. J. Holman and Israel Post,” Messengers.

Queen St., Toronto—R. P. Thomas, Toronto P, O., Clerk.

Seymour-—Andrew Hay, Seymour P. 0., Clerk; Andrew
Hay and Wm, Fry, Messengers.

"Sidney.—Robert Ward, Halloway P.O., Clerk; Rev. Wm.
Lacey, Dea. J. W. Turney, S. G. Faulkner, Peter Caveler and
E. March, Messengers.

Stirling.—Silas Sine, Stirling P. 0., Clerk; Deacons H.
Smith, Sylvanus Garnsey, F. Sine, R, Hubble, J. Butter, Mes-
sengers. .

. Tollandale.—Wm. Sibbald, Tollandale P, O., (?) Clerk; Rev.
J. Finch, Messengers.

Unxbridge.—Andrew W. Smith, Uxbridge P. ., Clerk ; Rev.

J. T. Dowling, and Dea. G. Huntington, Messengers.

Whithy.—John Dryden, Brooklin P.0., Clerk; Rev.J. King,

Dea, Holman, S. Hubble and F, Doolittle, Messengers.
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CIRCULAR~LETTER.

e ¥
To the Regular Baptist-Churches in {he Haldimand Association:
DEAR BRETHREN|—

At your last anpual meéting, you expressed your desire for an Associa-
tional letter this ye&, on “Pastoral . Authority.” In compliance with your
request, we proceed to laya})efgre you a few thoughts on that subject, much
regretting that our limited-space sternly forbidgeveryt.hing inconsistent with
the ntmostbrevity, Wishing %o say as much as possible within otr presctibed
limits, must be our apology for discarding those graces of style to which you
have been long accustomed, and if we be more arguméntative thin what is
usual in Circular Letters, vague and conflicting views in regard to ¢ Pastoral
Authority” call for something definite or determinate ; besides, we cannot
but remember that the first, and beyond all comparison, the best letters ever
written to the churches of Christ aboundedin argument. It is this which
gives weight to argument, whether spoken or written, and our letters to the
churches should resemble those of the great Apostle to the Gentiles, at least
in this' particular, whose “letters they said were weighty and powerful.”
The first and most important question then, in connection with the subject,
is this,—Is there any authority connected with the pastoral office.  Or more
definitely,—Is the pastor of a church invested with any authority by virtue
of his office? We answer, yes, and in support of this position we sibmit
the following reasons, not indeed as all the proof that could be ad-
vanced, but as sufficient in onr judgment to convince an unbiassed mind en-
quiring for truth,

1st. Our first reason is founded on analogy. Christ is & king, and
although his kingdom is not of this world, he has a kingdom in this world
of which all true believers are the subjects; but to suppose that he delegates
no authority to those whom his Spirit specially calls and qualifies for the

extension and consolidation of his kingdom is absurd, and contrary to all our
ideas of kingly rule.

2nd, We reason from the law of necessity. In every organization or
association, whether large or small, from the family up’ to the nation, and
from the convention of an hour's duration up to that Which is to last for all
time, there must be certain rules and laws to which the members must sub-
mit for the sake of peace, order, and even for the sake of their social exis-
tence. But the best rules and laws are valueless, unless ‘there be some
power to ddminister and apply them, and this undeniable, evén in the
most democratic of all democratic institutions. Hence there must be & con-
trolling, directing power invested in some one, else confusion, disorganiza-
tion, and social death will inevitably ensue. _All this applies with the utmost
force to the church, for she ought to be a pattern to all other organizations,
in respect to good order, peace and union, She has her heaven-given laws,
and her own local rules, regulating the time, place, number and order of her
services, &c., and-it would be more than’ foolish to suppose that Infinite
Wisdlom has invested no one with authority to apply his own laws to his own
people. - . b ¢ :

"The exercise, then, of that authority which necessity renders indispen-
sable in the church, must be vested either in the piétor of the déacons, or in
both amitedly, To say the least, it does not rest exclusively with the
deacons. . No where in God’s Word are they spoken of as rulersin the church,
whilst elders are. The duties of their office relate to the temporalities of the




church, and the creation of that office was subsequent to that of the office of
pastor, hence the latter office; according to.the New Testament, is superior
to theformer, by as much as the spiritual things of the church are superior
to itstemporal things, and hence, to speak of an inferior office possessing
ruling authority to the exclusion of the higher and more important one, is
supremely absurd. But let it bo granted that the authority to govern the

hurch in the application of the laws of Christ belong to pastors and deacons
unitedly, then it follows that as the pastor is the chief and highest officer in
the church, the chiof authority is vested in him.

3rd. Our next argument for Pastoral Authority may be borrowed from
universal consent, Christians of all denominations acknowledge it. It is
true indeed that this consent is not absolutely universal, but it approaches it
near enough to challenge our respectful consideration, and to produce the
impression on the minds of dissentients that there is a strong presumption
in its favor; and what renders that presumption still ‘'stronger, is the fact
that the most intelligent and devoted churches gracefully concede to their
pastors an exercise of authority, which in less intelligent ones would be re-
garded as arbitrary and tyrannical. -

Indeed, the authority which a pastor actually exercises in the majority of
cases, is measured by the intelligence and spirituality of his church, and it
is only in churches ranking lowest in respect to knowledge and piety that
the pastor is stripped of every vestige of authority, and reduced to the posi-
tion of a “ speaking brother,” -

4th, We reason in favor of Pastoral Authority from the appellations
bestowed upon christian ministers by the Spirit of God, as we find them in
his Word, They are called Bishops, Pastors, Elders, Ministers, Ambagsadors,
Stewards of the mysteries of God, &c., &c. ' But to suppose that these appel-
lations were given whilst the authotity they . all imply was withheld, would
be derogatory to the justice, goodnegs and wisdom of God, »

5th, Another argument in fayor of our position may be drawn from
ancient and divinely sanctioned usage. In the Old Testament church they
had elders and rulers, to' whom was committed the exercise of authoritv.
In the New Testament church, which is our model and patern, there was
algo the exercise of authority, nor was this either under the old or new dis-
pensation confined to inspired men, but was also entrusted in the hands of
the uninspired ; and it remains for those who may be opposed to our views,
to show that the authority once given has been withdrawn, or that the
church has so far outgrown herself, that she no longer needs what the Spirit
of God gaw to be needful in the primitive church.

6th. But not unnecesgarily to multiply. proof, our last argument in favor
of Pastoral anthority shall be drawn directly from the Word of God. In the
Epistle to the Hebrews, 13: 7, we thus read—¢ Obey them that have the
rule over you, and submit yourselves, for they watch for your souls as they
that must give account, that they may dovit with joy, and not:with grief.”
Here rule is attributed to Zion’s watchmen, and submission and obedience to
thent is commanded—not merely recommended, but positively and impera-
tively commanded. Again, in the 1st Epistle to Timothy, 5 : 17, we read,~—
‘ Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially
they who labor in the word and doctrine.”” . Here as in the previously quoted
seripture, ruling is ascribed to pastors, nor is it mentioned as a matter re-
quiring defence, but as something known and adniitted by all as inseparably

-connected with the pastoral office. ~And instead of the pastor being avoided,

despised or envied for the rule he bears, if he use it well, he is entitled to
double honor; and the reason for this is obyious; for he exercises it not for
his own personal:good, but for the good. of the people; and the glory of God.
Again, the Apostle Paul in writing to Titus, who was the pastor of the church
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at Crete, after ditecting him to’ speak, * The things which become sound
doctrine,” adds, “These things speak, 'and « exhort, and rebuke with all
authority."Titus 2: 15, Than this language nothing van be plainér, and we
have only used the plainest. Manyother scriptures teaching either directly or
inferentially the same doctrine as those already ' cited might be quoted, but
these are enough, “In the mouth of two or thrée witnessemshall every
word be established.”  And Pastoral Authority is firmly established by God’s
Word, and placed beyond the reach of the most earnest denial. And it
further appears from the same unerring Word, that the pastor does not derive
his authority from man, but from the Spirit of God, hence the language of
Paul to the elders of the church ‘at Ephesus, Acts 20: 28— Take h

therefore, unto yourselves, and to all'the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers” But however forcible and unanswerable these arguments
may appear to ourselves, yet there are some even amongst good men whe
have their objections. Let us glance for a moment at some of the strongest
of these. First, then, it is objected, Pastoral Authority is Hable to abuse.
This is granted, but what then? What ordinance of either God or man?
what good thing ever bestowed upon man by his beneficent Creator that is
not liable to abuse? If this objection were allowed as valid, and extended
to its logical results, it would unsettle the foundations of every existing or-
ganization in the world, and destroy all-rule, family and national, and intro-
duce such confusion as the world hasmever witnessed, or the human mind
ever conceived. Again, it is objected that pastors, like all others, are im-
perfect. tShew us the man who is infallible,” say somé, and we will submié
to him. Pastors are indeed imperfect, and fallible as others, and he whe
made man knew this better than the objectors; but yet he gave them
authority, and he has said to the churches—¢“Obey them that hdve the rule
over you” And when God commands, it is not for his people to cavil or
object, or question the wisdom of his commands; but to yield implicit obe-
dience, Again, it is objected that whilst some pastors, en account of their
experience, piety and wisdom, may be safely entrusted with rule in the
church, others are totally disqualified as lacking in these essentials. How
far this is true, or whether ‘it be true at all, i not for us to judge; but if it
be true then, just so far as it is so in any case, that man is disqualified for
his office altogether, and instead of standing *in the pulpit he should sit in
the pew. But, says another, what is the pastor but & servant, and why
should he rule, since it is' his place to serve? . This is a shameful abuse of
language, and the literal application 'of the word: ¢ servant” to the ambas-
sadors of Christ, has been the source of innumerable evils. It has debased
the pastoral office in the eyes of those who are incapable of discriminating be-
tween différent applications of the same word. = It has introduced the use of
other objectionable and even unscriptural phrases amongst professing’ chris-
tians ; hence some speak freely and unblushingly of  hiring” or ¢ dismissing”

. & pastor, as if he were'a hireling in the most literal sense, and in too many
. instances it is fearéd the abuse of this word has led to correspondent treat-
* ment of the pastor, and all these . evils together have lent their aid to render

the preaching of the Gospel ineffective, and to bring- religion into unmerited
contempt. : B i s ;
The minister: of Christ is & servant in no other sense than the Queen,
the: Govenrior' General, the President of the' United States, or any public
officer whose duties, when properly discharged, consérve the public good, and
subserve the public interests. “ tol pur
+ ‘The word, applied to pastors; is used analogically, but the analogy
breaks: down if carried too far.. For'example, servants are commanded to
obey their masters in all’ things.! But carry on' the :analogy, and’ then we
would have' pastors obey :yout people in all things, which would ‘be''a
complete reversion of the scriptural injunction; R

\

”




1t is true indeed that the Apostle Paul called himself a servant, but his
sense of the word was not inintical to the exercise evenof apostolic authority;
noris the intelligent and scriptural use of it now inconsistent with the fullest
exercisé of pastoral authority, . Once more it.is. gbjected, # If authority be

. granted pastors.to rule in:.the church, they will be puffed up with pride.”

- If they only realize their responsibilities, it is move likely they will be
pressed down with humility, and be often ready to cry, “ Who is sufficient for
these things.” : : e

. To the objeetor we would further say,  Whe art thou that judgest another
man'sjservant? to his own master he standeth or falleth,” and if he do be-
come proud, not you, but ke, must account for his pride, Besides, what isany
man to withhold on any pretence what God has already bestowed ?

Other objections there may be, but if so, we leave them to fall through their
own feebleness, or before the two-edged sword of the Spirit, and to languish
and die under the growing intelligence of a christian people. = But what
authority then belongs to the pastor of a church? It belongs to him fo lay
down and apply the law of Christ, and to insist on its strict observance, or
execution by the people. He has authority to resist the discussion of im-
proper questions in the church, and to reject all improper communications.
See 2 Tim. 2: 23. To put to silence “unruly andvain talkers” See Titus

. 1: 10, I1, To preserye orderand promote decency in the discharge of church
business, and in the observance of worship to warn, reprove, rebuke, and that
sharply when need be, withou} borrowing leave from any. Ina word, he is
to rule in the church, and to exercise whatever authority all these things,
and whatever else he is commanded in the Word of God to do on behalf of
the church, necessarily imply. But the stream must not rise higher than its
fountdin. ' The pastor must not attempt the exercise of any authority unwar-
ranted by God’s Word, He must not rule for private or personal purposes,
and he must not on any acdount ¥ Lord it over God's heritage.” His authority
has many boundaries, It is spiritual in its nature, and must not be used for
temporal purposes, nor its contempt visited with temporal penalties. It is
1ocal in its pxtent, and must be confined chiefly, if not altogether, to those
who place themselves voluntarily under the spastor’s charge. It must be ex-
ercised in the spirit of long-suffering, meekness and love~in the spirit of the
Gospel of Christ, and he rules best whose rule is not felt at all, or felt not as
a purden, but as a blessing. And lastly, it must be exercised with a view to
the promotion of the best interests of the ruled, and the glory of God inthe
union, peace, order and prosperity of the church. For, if pastoral authority
be divinely appointed, it will greatly tend to promote these desirable ends,
as God ever blesses the judicious use of his own gifts. But, on the other
hand, the rejection or.contempt of it, will be fraught with innumerable and
bitter evils, The pastor's hands will be weakened, his heart discouraged, and
his labors unfruitful, until at last, despised and disheartened, he will be driven
away from a sphere of labor, where, if his just authority had been regarded,
he might have lived honourably and happily, and laboured with the most
blessed results,  The church, too, will'gather her full share. of ‘the bitter
fruits, in her frequent change of pastors; with all its train of attendant evils ;
in her dissensions, which experience and observation teach, will inevitably
ensue, even in organizations composed of good men, when they have no cen-
tral, controlling, divecting power. In the loose life of some of her members,
for when there, was no king in Israel, ¢ Every man did as scemed good in his
own eyes,” and when there is no pastoralsrule in a church, so that every
member may do as seems good 'to himeself, there will always be some who
will do very little good; and a great des! of evil. She will suffer; too, in the
laxity, ordt may be in the stringency &ad severity of her discipline, for in
nothing pertaining to the church is the judicious use of pagtoral authority
more needful than in the proper exercise of her discipline. - Sometimes the
X
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pastor has to the church forward in the discharge of this painful duty ;

* gometimen to restrgin’ their haste; sometimies to moderate the heat of their

seal against the offerider; sometimes to excite their righteons indignation
against! his offence, and af ali times to lay down and apply'the law of Clirist
bearing on’ each particular case; and to see that the offénder” is dealt with in
a christian spirit, and according to soriptural rule. ‘She will suffer, too, in
repect ‘of barrenness, for nome care 1o join & church torn by dissension.
“The blessing of God which  maketh rich,” will be withheld, for in dishon-
ouring his ministers; he is dishonored ; in'despising them, he is depised. and
ey that despise him, shall be lightly esteemed”” - When Saul disolleyed
the command respecting the destruction of the Amalekites, God said to him
by the mouth of ‘Samuel, ¢ Thou'has rejected the word of the Lord, ‘and ‘the
Lord hath rejected thee from being king over Israel;* and when a church
refuses to hear the command, and “ Obey them that have the rule over her’—.
If she cry for children, what answer can she expect but this— Because thou
hast rejected my word, T will also reject thee,” And if her rejection be not so
complete that the “candlestick is removed out of its place,” it must be
owing to his tender mercies, and to the mediation of Christ, who “ Loved the
church, and gave himself for it.” But the mind recoils from the contempla~
tion of those fearful evils—our pen refuses to record them. Zion languishing
in sackcloth! Zion rejected of God! The city of our solemnities shadowed
by the raven wings of death, is too sad & sight for our sorrowing eyes. But
whilst we glance at this faithful, yet unfinished picture, we cannot but pray

. for, and pity, though we may blame those pastors who refuse to exercise the

authority committed to them by the King and Head of the church, as well
as the churches themselves, which yefuse to,‘hearken and obey” But it
yet remains for us to inquire a littlé more particularly how it is with the
pastors in aur own beloyed dgpomination, Haye they that place and that
authority in their respective churches which is given to them in the Word
of God? = Are they all permifted to “speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all
authority 7!~ Are thdy all “esteemed verry highly for their works’ sake?"

And have they all thatobedience and" submission rendered which the Serip-

tutes démand for them? We would like to be'able'to anigwer all these ques-
tions amhesitatingly and affirmatively, but experience and observation bid us.
pause er¢ we reply. We haye indeed heard pastors sdy they could rule their
own churches, t is it not to often indirectly. and by. finesse, rather than
by an open, undisguised and acknowledged authorjty ? Brethren, may we
not have wronhged our pastors in this matter, and thus injured ourselves?
Inour zeal to'shun'the \pretensions and arrogant demands of Popery and.
Prelacy for priestly authority, may we not have unconsciously r‘ushe(fe !

opposite extreme? Our churches are “built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner-stone”
The Word of God is'our sele tule of faith and duty. No creed, no cateehism,
no confession.of faith ever compiled by man, ever did, or ever shall take the
place of God’s Word amongst Baptists. We contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints, and for that faith many of our fathers, now ‘in
henven, bled 'and ‘died; and thousands of ‘their children would cheerfully
shed ‘thefr Tast drop of blood, rather than yield ohe ‘jot or tittlé'of the truth.
We obkierve the ordinances of Christ ds they have been delivered to us in his
Word, and by his Spirit. In our colleges, in' our pulpits, and in our pews,

we have men; aye, and “honourable women not a few,” who “adorn the

doctrine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” and who would be an orna-

ment to. any christian denomination, and yet,alas! our prosperity-—~that.

prosperity : which we might: reasonably expéct, tarrieth. = ¢ Is.there not a
cauge? And might not that cause be the very evil we now diag to light,
and hold up before your eyes? Let us then examine this matter iq',the,l%t.
of God's Word, with all that earnestness and prayerfulness which the im-

into the -




portance of the matter demands, and if we find even the shadow of this evil,
either amongst ourselves, or any of our sister chutches, let us give % neither
sleep to our eyes, nor slimber to our eyelids? until the last root be plucked
up, and the last leaf on the tree be withered and ‘dead—that we may not only
be a pure, but a peaceable and' prosperous:¢hurch.. A glorious church, not
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing;” but “a crown of glory in the
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.” ¢ And now,
brethren, we commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritan¢e among all them which
are sanctified ;” and “Unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,. to
the only, wise God, our Baviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and forever.—Amen.

Written for, and by order, of the Association. »‘
ROBERT McCLELLAND,

OONSTITUTION.

ArtroLr T.-~This Assooiation shall be called the ¢ Haldimand Regular Baptist
Association.”

Artione TL.—This Assooiation shall be composed of such Churches only as
embrace, in substance, the following dootrines :—The being and unity of God; the
existonce of three equal porsons in the-Godhead ; Divine Inspiration of the Old and
New Test ts, as the lete and infallible rule of faith and practice; the
depravity and just condemnation of all mankind b the fall of our first parents ;
Flaction of grace according to the foreknowledge of God ; the proper divinity of our
Lord Jesus 5hrist; the all-sufficiency of His atonement through which believers are
justified freely by grace; the necessity of the influence of the Holy Spirit in re-
gonoration; perseverence of the Baints; “Believors’ baptism by immersion only 5 the
Tord’s Supper, & privilege peculiar to baptised believers regularly admitted into
Followship in our Churches; the resurrection of the body and general judgment;
the final happinees of the saints, and misery of the wicked alike interminable; the
obligation of every intelligent ereature to love God supremely—to believe what
God says, and to practice what God commands ; and the religious observance of the

. firstday of the week. :

Armionn IIT.—The object of this Association shall be to tpronmt.e, by ocorres-
pondence and personal intercourse, unity of faith and practice, fellowship, cordiality
of feeling, and unionof effort in romoting the interests of the Churches, and the
furtherance of the cause of Christ throughout the world.

ArmioLe IV.—This Association shall gnize the power and independence of
the Ohurches, and in no oase exercise any authority or jurisdiotion over them.
Nevertheless, it shall have power to drop from its connection any ochureh which, in
the opinion of the Association, may have essentially depurhd from the faith, either
in principle or practice, and to exclude from a seat in 1ts meetings, any minister or

delegate, who 1s manifestly corrupt either in theory or practice; and facts in -

dtherl onse may be ascertained in any way not inconsistent with tf\e rules of the
@ospel.: it

ArmioLe V.—The meeting this #ssociation shall be held annually, on the
Inst Thursday in June, at 2e'eldsle; 2.4, by their representatives, which are not to
exceed five from each Chureh, at _pqph‘phou a8 the Asssoiation shall appoint.

_AmrioLe VI.—The Churches composing this Association are required to send
Inttors to all its meetings, addressed to the Asgociation, expressing the names of
theirbmenengerl, the state of the Churches, with their alterations and present
numbers. ‘
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ArmioLs VII.~Churohes shall be -received into this Assosiation by letter,
sqtting forth their desire to be sdmitted, their faith, order, and willingness to oon-
form ito the' rules. of -this- Assosistion; and, on satisfastion and reception, the .
Moderator shall give the Messenger the tight hand of fellofship,

AwrioLE VIIT,<Any Church connected with this Assoointion that shall neglect
to make an annual report at its mestings, for two sucoessive years, shall be visited

neglect be repeated the third year they shall be dropped from the Minntes.

BY-LAWS.

1st. It shall be the duty of the Minister who preachés the Introductory Sermons

to oall the Association to order, when a Moderator and Olerk shall be nominated and
elected by vote. 1

2nd. After the ohoioe of Moderator and Clerk, the following Committees shall e
appointed, viz: On Arrangements, on Ciroular Letter, on Resolutions, on Businesi—
each to consigt of three members, and the last-named committes to be appointed by
the Moderater, subject to the approval of the Association.

3rd. Thp letters of the Churches shall be read, then the other business, as it may
be presented. :

4th, Viiiting_ brethren from other ‘Assooiatisns, and agents of denominational
societies may next bd invited to a seat, and may move, second, and debate on all
subjeocts, but vote on none. i i J

bth, Every speaker ‘shall rise and address the Moderator, and shall have the
liberty of moving or seconding any motion, or of speaking on any subject regularly
laid before the body without any interruption, except he depart from the subjeet, or. ¢
some explanation be necessary to a right understanding of it. > .

6th, The Moderator shall have the same right to speak as any other member,
provided the chair be.filled.

Tth, No subject shall be di d untii ded ; if not seconded it shall be '
considered as lost. _ ' !

8th, No one shall speak more: than twice on the same subjeot, without special *
leave from the Moderator, : § !

il),th. All personal refleetions shall be particularly avoided in the deliberations of
this body. - .

10th. In the time of session, all private conversation shall be dispensed with,
and undivided attention shall be given to‘the business of the Association.

- 11th. Meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer. ~
12th. All questions of order shall bodecided by the Moderator.

13th. These By-Laws shall be read distinotly from the Chair immediately after
the election of the Offigers of each session. .

14th. A'Corresponding Secrotary shall be elected once in tour years, whose duty
it shall be to receive and preserve its papers.

\
~16th. Any of the Articles or By-Laws, h(exAcepting Artiole second of the Consti-
of the iati

tution,) may be altered at any g of tion by, the vote.of t{wo-thirds
of the members. ; PR o
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ANNUAL REPORT.

’l‘O\QALDIMAND R. B. ASSOCIATION CHURCH ITEMS FOR THE

\\ YEAR ENDING JUNE 2—- 186~

Name or Cuurch, Name or Cuer & P. O.

Baptism, MEssENGERS.

By Letter.

l ADDITIONS. {

By Experience,

Restored.

By Letter,

Dropped.

Death -

Exclusion,

17
P
=
M
2
]
(=1

Inactual communion in
last three months.

Total of Members.

thsumary (,onw nt.lrm

\Im de ahnu Sm wty

For Gospel at Houu

Infant uusses.

qu h Mimon
L e s
bupc-ramnmh d Fund. b““}‘.“ Classes,

\ubhath 5(‘1100! me s Jumvd (}hurch from School, @

()t,lu r I‘mpnsen

AMQUNTS RAISED.

No. uf Tcachers und others |
Toraw. engaged.
* No notice to be taken of Union Schools,

N. B.—Churches are expected to farnish correct Reports according to the
am»vv form, or lettcm wxll be returned for correction.




