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AN EPIC PASTORAL.

CAXNTO X

*Tis sweet to roam when on the Sight
There comes a loncly caterwanl,

Your dark grey hair turns black with fright,

As on the shades of night you call:—
0, tell me where’s yon music sweet

That burst upon my ravished ear:” —
Then accents low your spirits gueet,

“Oh!tis the linnet in his lair.”’

»Tis sweet to skate when figlds of ice
Are covered with a mantle green,
And swarms of pretty little mice
Rush swiftly o'cr the glistening sheen;
Swift as the winged sloth you crawl,
Beneath a ficry blazing moon;
The dandelions quickly fall,
As swift you chase a rushiug loon.

"Pis sweet to sail, wheu, o'er the land,
The gentle zephyr roars ang shricks;
Viewing the calm blue sea you stand,
While cvery timber bends and creaks:
And now with bleeding heart you sing
“A home upon the rolling deep,”
And now you make the welkin ring,,
As softly in your cot you sleep.

*Tis sweet to swim, when, o’er the tide
Stern Winter lrolds his gentle sway;
"M1d icebergs tall to swiftly glide
Nor for tho lordly minnows stay:
Now on a foam-capt wave you sit,
Now chase the swiftly rushing- shark;
Now round the shores you madly flit,
Cbased by an unrelenting lavk,

1 Tis sweet to stroll when sunlight pale
Rolls wildly o’er the moonlit seqs,

And tho gentle song of tho lorely whale
Goes.madly past on the starry bx ceze:

To kit beneath a mushiroom tall,
And list to the talc of & to'xdstool sweet,

While aloft in the trees the carrots bawl,
And tho turnip goes by on a rushing becet.

CANTO II .

How sweet to roam when morning light

Resounds across the deep,

Aud the crystal song of the woodbine by xght;
ITushes the rocks to sleep:
When the blood-red moon in the blaze of noon,
Is hid by a erumbling dew,
And the wolf rings out with a glittering shout
- Too whit! too whit! too whoo!

Iow swecet to stroll where the pale moonhght
Shrijeks madly overhead,

And thio ruby song of the midget white
Rushes by on » panting sled:

While the sands of time rush m'tdly past,
Like a :,hmk upon the wing,

Or sit upon a clondless blast
And a.song of triumyph sing.

How sweceh to sweep thebri riny deep,
On the crest of a mighty star,

Or to scize the tale of a comat pale

* In those pearly depths afar: -

To swiftly iy through the azure sky
On a red hot lightning rod,

Or to plunge the sun for a bit of fun |
In the mouth of a mighty cod. - .

KAYOSHK.

" MORNING.
Wheu soft-fingered morning awakens in glee,
And with roguish delight opes the eyes of ther
East,
The Lot flush of love mantles wayward-aud free
To her fresh, downy checks; while her lips
are a feast
So invitingly ruddy, so temptingly swcet
With the nectar of ripeness, the ghmmex of
pewl,
That hexr (10“ -bathed lover arouses to greot
Aud clasp close to his bosoni-the golden haired
girl,

March 4, 1881 J. R, H.

NOVEL READING.

—

We have uot scen anything upon Novel
Reading that is more concise and yet more
comprehensive than what is contained n
Henry Rogers’ admirable Greyson Letters.
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As the ArreN.&£uM has seldom had an ar-

ticle upon this subject, perhaps we cannot
do betier than present an epitome of these
four epistles, as the voluine in which they
are found is not likely in the hands of
many of our readers. In giving the epi-
tome, the linguage of the racy and original
writer will be as closely adhered to as pos-
sible. The first of these letters embraces
those poiats which have beenset forth times

" without number; and the other three dwell
upon what is little attended to, but what is
nevertheless more important. In the lat-

ter, tbe author shows the evil influence of
ani.amoderate use of fictitious works upon
practical benevolenee, and the hardening
effects of excessive sensibility. But we
will look 2t the subject in the orderin which
Mr. Rogers has treated it.

Novels are not by any means to be indis-
criminately condemned. Every thing de-
pends upon the quality and quantity. The
imagination is a faculty given us by God
for development ; and it is healthfully stim-
ulated by works of fiction of a high order.
Taste should be cultivated, and works of
fiction, inspired by real genius, have a bene-
ficial tendency in that direction. Novels
often inculcate important lessons of life
and condnct in 3 more pleasing form than
the simple didaotic style admits of; and
when based on knowledge of human nature,
and developed with dramatic skill, may
teach many an important truth of moral
philosophy, more effectively tha.an ab-
struse treatise. "When the style is what it
should be, they increase our knowledge of
language, and give us greater conmand
over it. And as mental relaxation is a
need of all who are diligent in their em-
ployments, such relaxation is easily and
legitimately found in the occasional perusal
ofa Judlcmus work of fiction.

Now the immense m ajozity of novels,
have no tendency to fulfil any of the ends
indicated, but have a divectly contrary
effect. Ths number of good novels at
command is more than one can possibly
read, so that there is no excuse for indulg.

ing';\in trumpery. Inferior novels enfeeble
the intellect—impoverish the imagination
—vulgarize taste and style—give false or
distorted views of life and human nature,—
and, what is perhaps worst than all, waste

- that precious time which m’'ght be given

to solid improvement. The mind sinks in.
sensibly to the level of such books, and as
the appatite for reading trash becomes more
and more voracious and indiscriminate, it
leaves neither power nor inclination to ap.
preciate better books. If the reader does
not feel that what he reads is worth read-
ing for its own sake,—thathe could read
it over again with pleasure ;—if he does
not feel that the incidents are naturally
conceived, the scenes vividly described, the
dialogue dramatic and piquant, the char
acters sharply drawn, he may he sure the
book is worthless. No fiction is intellectu-
ally, worth anybody’s reading, that has
not considerable merit as a w u.k of art;
and such works are ever felt to be worth
reading again, often with increase of inter-
est. It isindeed the truest test of all the
highest efforts of this kind ;—new beauties
steal out upon us on each perusal. If for
a while no fietion is read but such as will
bear to be often read, the taste will become
pure and clevated, and a bad novel will
grow hateful.

And too many even of the very best nov-
els may be read. The imagination may be
too rauch stimulated and developed, till it
at length stunts all the severer facultics
which demand a proportional culture. Re-
laxation to be of any value should be mod-
erate—the confectionary of ordinary diet.
Keep a novel for an hour of well-carned
leisure, or as relief after-arduous duty, and
the fare will be doubly delicious. When
ordinary books of a sober aud instructive
character are read with disrelish, when
practical duties are returned to with reluct-
ance and the work-a-day world looks som-
bre and sad-colored to you, rest assured
that you have been lingering too long in
fairy-land, and indulging too much in day-
dreams.
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All inordinate indulgence in works of
fiction tends to pervert our views oflife in-
stead of enlarging them, which, if judicious.
ly chosen, and read in moderation, they
will do; and to quench benevolence, which,
under similar restrictions, they will tend to
cherieh. The youngmind is but too prone
of itself to live in a world of fansy; but
this tendency, difficult to control at the
best, is apt to be fatally strengthened by
undue indulgence in fictitious literature.
Strange as it may seem, its effect is still
more pernicious on denevolence. Sympa-
thy and sensibility depend in a very high
degree on the activity of theimagination—
on our power of vividly picturing to our-
selves the joys and sorrows of others, and
yet excess in reading fiction tends to weak-
en practical benevolence, and a morbid in-
dulgence of sympathy and sensibility is
but too likely to end in extinguishing be-
nevolence altogether. As sympathy with
Jictitious distress, and sensibility to it in-
creases, active Lenevolence may be in pre-
cisely inverse ratio. This depends ona
curious law of car mental mechanism
which was pointed out by Bishop Butler.
This great philocopher lays bare these two
facts, viz., “ That, from our very faculty
of habits, passive impressions, dy being re.
peated, grow weaker, and that practical
habits are formed and strepgthened by re-
peated acts.” Aslong as the balance is

maintained between the stimulus given to

imagination with the consequent emotions,
on the one hand, and our practical habits,
which those emotions are chiefly designed
to form and strengthen, on the other, so
" "long the stimulus of the imagination will
not stand in the way of benevolence, but
aid it ; and, therefore, if persons il read
a novel extre now and then, let them im-
posc upon themselves the corrective of
some extra visits to the abodes of poverty
and distress; and thus keep a sort of debt-
or and creditor account of sentimental in-
dulgesce and practical benevolence, But
if benevolent feeling be separated from ac.
tion, then Butler’s paradox becomes a ter-

rible truth and ¢ the heart is not made bet-
ter,” but worse, by it. The poverty, mis-
fortune, and vulgarity which real beneve-
lence encounters, are carefully excluded
from works of fiction, and so that fastidi-
ousness is created which if the practice of
benevolence has not bezn in proportion,
cannot tolerate the repulsive features which
present themselves when benevolence would
be practised. Pleasurable sympathy with
JSictitious distress, and benevolent desire to
relieve real, differ infinitely. Sentimental
philanthropists, who reveal in secret well-
doing, transcend the Gospel maxim of not
¢ letting their left hand know what their
right hand doeth,” for they let neither
“rigut” nor their *left hand” know any-
thing of the matter. .

So little is emotion,—even the best and
most refined,—in itself any index of virtue,
that emotion may be awakened, and indeed
18 80, by every practical advance in virtue.
‘While our passive emotions decay in vivid-
ness by repetition, our practical habits
strengthen by exercise ; so that a man may
be advancing in moral excellenze by that
very course which deadens his emotions.
Novel reading young ladies and gentie-
men often entirely mistake the matter,
when they call 8 man hard-hearted only be-
cause he does not display all the sensations
and clamorous sentiments of their own im-
portant benevolence, but just quietly does
all that they talk of, and perhaps blubber
about. A benevolent medical man may
take off alimb as cooly as he would eat his
dinner, and yet feel ten times as much real
sensibility fox the sufferer as a fine lady
who would run away, hide her face in
her hands, and throw herself on a sofa in
the most approved attitude for fainting or
hysterics at the sight of even a drop of
blood. Those who indulge in superflaous
expressions of sentimaent are always neo-

phyt.. in virtue at the best; and, what is
worse, they are verg often among the most
heartless of mankind. Sterne and Rosseau
were types of this clags, having in perfec-
tion the « form” of virtue, but ¢ denying
the power thereof.” Rye.
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BENEFITS OF STUDY.

In this age of great mental activity,
when it is in the power of all to obtain a
liberal education, we are constrained to
think that mental power is of greater value
than mere physical energy. We fully
believe that, by the cultivation of the mind,
we will not only open up to ourselves new
realms of enjoyment, but will also provide
ourselves itk the best means of future
advancement. We look down with a sovt
of pity upon those who care not to develope
their mental capabilities, but are content to
7”ad heavily along the monotonous level of
a merely corporal existence. Asthe range
of our intellectual vision widens from day
to day, and we realize that we are as yet
merely on the outskirts of the Universe of
mind, in which are vast regions yet to be
explored, mysteries great and profound yet
to be fathomed, we may fecl discouraged
at the immensity of the task we have un-
dertaken, and shrink back from its perforri-
ance. But the mind when once aroused to
a sense of its own powers, and a realization.
of its eapabilities for pure intellectnal en-
joyment, cannot sink back into the pursuit

. of mere animal pleasures. Thus it is, that,
though often weary and disheartened, we
still press along the rugged pathway, climb
slowly and toilsomely upward, culling here
and there a fragrant flower from amongst
the thorng, ever and anon mounting some
higher pinnacle and gazing gladsomely over
an ever widening prospect, till we feel that
we are fully repaid for all our labor.

To, feel that, independent of a ceaseless
whirl of fleeting and unsatisfactory
pleasures, that keep up a phantom danee
before the eyes of many seckers after happi-
ness, we have means of enjoyment pure and
lasting; to realize from day to ddy that
there are within our reach hights yet un-
trod, and that there are new and surpas-
sing beauties yet to be revealed, is in itself
a pleasurable emotion. Till welearn come-
what of the capabilities of our minds, we
are dependent to a great extent upen those

around us. Physical pursuits and pleasures
cannot well be enjoyed in solitude, Thus
the company of others becomes essential,
and as ive go on in such 2 life, it falls npon
us, fleeter and fleeter must the whirl of

-gayety and the glittering phantasm’s of

pleasure flit on, luring us to new disappoint-
ment. We say not that the life of a hermit
or a recluse is desirable, for man’s nature

“eraves the society of kindred dispositions.

But we should Le able in and of ourselves,
independent of all others, to enjoy life,
This we contend can be only fully done by
mind culture.

To go forth from toiling erowd and dusty
streets tnto some forest glen, or upon the
summit of some mountain peak. and there
commune with aature ; to stand upon some
sea washed shore, and wateh the onward
marchlof the crested billows till ihey break
in thunder,and are hurled back discomtited,
to glide smoothly along some calm expanse
of lake or river, flashing back as from a
silver mirror bright rays from moon or

- twinkling star, while naught is heard save

the flashing music of the oars: this is che
poetry of life, and how much greater is the
pleasure derived therefrom when the mind
has been carefully trained and cultivated.

Then, indeed, is there a voice of melody
in every sighing wind that causes the forest
giants to bend iu wierd obeisance, and a
lesson in every tinted flower and delicate
fern that deck our forest glades; thenis
there a grandeur in the roll and roar of the
emerald surges ag they hurl their mighty
legions against the trembling cliffs; thea,
also, is there a sublimity in the calm still-
ness that broods over the moonlit, tide, and
wusie in the measured flashing of the oars.

And, to the student, weary and worn.

with ceaseless study and indoor life, it is s
doubly-prized blessing to be able to spend
hours of dreamy thought out in the pure
sunlight, drinking in health and gladness.
None can appreciate the pleasures of such
hours more than he, and none can derive
more profitas well as enjoyment therefrom
The open books of nature are often more




" fgied 10 4

TITE

ins‘ructive than the dny :md (]l sty tontes
over which mind and body have toiled and
ached, but to be rightly read and properly
appreciated the mind must first be trained
by a systematie course of study.
Therefore, even if we think the knowl.
edge we are acquiring may not prove of
much practical benefit, we should, neverthe-
less, for the sake of our own personal en-
joyment, cultivate our minds to thegreat-
ast possible extent. We need not fear that
we will ever find ourselves, like Alexander
of old, sighing for worlds to conquer. The

" domain of mmd is too vast to be thus easily

subdusd. © The farther we advance, the
rivre difficulties we overcome, the more we
realize the ‘grand possibilities before us.

" Then let us press steadily on till we arrive

as near the goal as a short life permits.
Kavosux,

Beauty 'S mexphcable it.appears to us
3 dreaia, ®hen we con;emp'late ‘the works
ofj great amsi.s, it is 4 hovering, floating,

. and ghttermg shadow whosé outline eludes

the, gmsp of deﬁmtxon.—-, b‘oetke

. Lixera-ry N otes.

A new * History of Ircland " i3 being written

' by Canoni "Bourke.

Thyee Japanese ladxes attend Vassar College,
one of whoh is class Ie“der.

It is announced that Leo xiii, intends to pub-
lish catalofues of the great Vatican Library.

Thexg are over ;,000 Americans studying in
the German Schoois and Universities.

Anybody who wants the Autograph Mauu-
script of Dicken’s Christmas Caruls, cau have it

" for $1 ,500.

A hfe of Sir. John Franklin, the Avctic Ex-
plorer, iz zcon to, be published in the ¢ new
Plutatch Serws 4 ’

One o£the most mterestmg volumes of student

. experience i3 My College Days, by Ro‘bert Tomes H
‘ nnbhshed By B.arper & Brothe)s :

Leshey Shephens,’ l‘{cstory of Engbsf; Thoug?’t
in the Ezgf;'centh C’entury bag lately | bcen Te-
scond American Edition -
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The name of the first bouk pubhahcd in
Greenland is ‘‘Kaladlit Okalluktuallisit Kal-
adlisut Kablunatudls.,” Perbaps some would
like to read it? One copy has reached this
country.

Mr. Froude was made Carlyle’s literary ex-
ecutor, and he says that the papers left in his
hands are extremely voluminous. They in-
clude several thousand lessons, his journals,
memoirs of Mys. Carlyle, etc.

Sir. E. S. Creasy's Fiftcen Decisive Batiles of
the World is a book th-.c every young student
of history will do wellto read. and the American
Book Exchange makes it possible for evi.ry. one
to read it, by printing it for thirty five cents.

The first college paper ever started was at
Dartmouth in 1800. It was <.lled the Gazette,

-and is long since defunct. Among its first con-

tributors was Daniel Webster.

Thosewho krow say that Lord Beaconsfield
has another finished novel lnid" away in his desk
ready to be produced when the interest in
Endymion begins ta .grow a little ¢old. “One
polimal novel a year," he 8ays, m anmagn.

into twenty languages. including - Arabia,
Armenian, Chinese; -Japanese;- Ruman. snd
Welch, There are ‘fourteen dxﬁérex‘ﬁ Getman

ASmall Pronounemg l{am}al has been re-

-.cently published by the’xp{ﬂatons; embracing .
. ‘about 3,500 words. ‘which : are; eften . mispro-

nounced, and

iving in gach case tlie true pro-
nuncidtion.

It ought to lie On the table 'of

-evéry mah-and woman. -who. would pronounce

words as they ought t0 be-pronounced:

Personalis.

Dr. Schurman will deliver the next, lecture
befo:e our Society, Subject:—Carlyle as seer.”

’81. W. F. Parker, is spending a few days at
‘'his home in Dartmouth, on account of illness.

’83. Fred Shand and his room-mate, W. C.
Goucher, have also gone to their homcs from a
similar cause.

’81. C. I.. Egton, Qf Halifax, has been obhgeu
to give up study again. His pbys:cxan says
that rest will restore his former good health.

84, E. G, S\bley,lxas also, gone home unwoll
and will not retum tlns year. .y

A.. B. thgld, £ormerlya, studetw of the

" Academy and known among usas  the' artxst ”

is studying at the Academyin Worcﬁster, Nahs

e
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How quickly time flies. The remark is

trite ; but there are occasions when the
fact comes to us with all the force of nov-
elty, and it must find expression. The
Springs seem to come nearer-together as
years accumulate, like the telegraph posts,
as seen from a train moving with acceler-
ated speed. . Here we are near the end of
Mareh, and already we have had days that
have heen carnest of Spring. How re-
freshing they kave been. Old Winter and
young Spring will go hand in hand for a
little now. Some winter days and nights
yet, but the golden sunshine and verdant
fields are coming to stay a while, and we’ll
prize them al! the more if Winter is des-
perate towards the last. Our winters pro-
duce a pent-up Utica feeling, but it is al-
most worth while to have them for the
freedom and exhilaration which follow in-
their wake, ‘

[

Aud this is one of the best places to be
inSpring time. Tho reports of the June
anniversaries, which go abroad through the
newspapers, are generally rigged out fore
and aft with glowing accounts of the beau-
tios of this classic spot. Though some of
this may nauseate, we have not yet been
injuriously affected by them. We value
the beuuty that clothes this Village and
surrcundings more highly now than when
we first enjoyed it.  Let those who dwell
in dingy towns laugh at us if they will, e
find that we can bear it when we have the
sweetest air of heaven to breathe and
Nature’s richest charms to feast upon.
While bidding adieu to Winter, with grat-
itude that it has dealt so gently with us,
we extend our warmest welcome to joyous,
inspiring Spring.

We were much amused by the pretty
little editorial in the last Gazette on the
Rev. D. A, Steele, of Amherst. It was so
chaste aud elegant, so cogent in its reason-

_ ing, so traly Dalkousian in its diction, that

we derived exceeding pleasure from its’
perusal. Knowing well the Rev. gentle-

. men alluded to, the piece had for us a pe-’

culiar significance. The modesty of the
first paragraph especially arrested our at- .
tentioi, We think perhaps the editors
made themselves out just a very little
less important than they are;, placed
their position in the intellectual world
slightly lower than we would have done.
We, bowever, doubt not that in point of
size and ability they are at least above the
average of ordinary ¢“eels in vinegar.
As to their desire to shine in print, and as
to whether their ideas are new or second
hand we know not. We are sorry they
forgot to put their name ¢ at the hottom,”
however, ag-they cannot now be quite
“gupremely happy.” Their names being
at the top, will, however, atone slightly for
this forgetfulness. After this very modést
little introduction, descriptive of their own
literary capabilities, they commenee their

* panegyric on Mr. Steele. After reading it
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we did not look upon the fivst paragiaph
ag being so very much underdrawn after
all, and were led to believe that their mod-
esty is only equalled by their need there-
for. It must have been a proud and hap-
py day for Mr. 8. when he saw his name
blazoned forth in the Guzette. It was in-
deed o distinetion worth a lifetime of lit-
erary toil, and we heartily congratulate our
learned and esteemed friend.

And now we will turn from the preced-
ing topie, and meditate for a moment or
two on Dalhousie College, etc. What an in-
herent horror Dalhousie hag of the word
Presbyterian, mnd how fondly it clings to
that spectral adjective undenominational.
Sometimes even fancyiog that it can see
the magic word Provincial glimmering in
ghostly characters.across the dinrry. College
walls.

We cannot ascertain upon what grounds
Dalhsusie claims superiority over the other
Colleges of the Province.

piece of the College, is significantly- silent -

as to any real reasons for so elevatm« Dal-#
housie. It is true that the editors manage

very frequently 10 get off some high sound- '
ing platitudes concerring the lofty stdtus.

of theiv College; etc., bub we merely look
upon this as an amusing and certainly a
harmless recreaticn on their part. But
when or where did they ever bring forth
any facts or arguments to sustain their
grandiloguent assertions?

Itis also true that Dalhousie last year
graduated threc students, two, at least, of
whom stood high in their class, and even
took prizes. Now that is certainly praise-
worthy, but it does not justify a proud
or arrogant demeanor. Truly great minds
are not unduly exalted by triumphs how-
ever great.

And then the advantages connected with
studying in the venerable structure that

overlooks.the fresh and enchaating scenery’

of the Parade cannot be too highly prized.
But even such advantagns should - not ex-

cite undue elasion. Now we have kindly -

The Gazette,.
which may be regarded as the mouth-:

i

given the editors of the Gazette twe rea

sons for the present exaltation of Dalhou -
gie. If they can think of any others we
shall be most happy to hear them. Bat
please don’t inflict upon us any more mere

empty braggadocio.

TuerE are numbers to whom this paper
comes, who look forward to entering Col
lege. Some may be in the last stages of
their preparation work., Perhaps a word
of advice would be gladly received and
used to profit. This we will venture to
give.

Above all be thorougr. If a thing is
only half known to day, a short time hence
it is likely to be among the 1 ings that are
not known at all. 'What iz well under-
stood v'ill stick like burrs, Make no prom-
isec to yourselves that «the deficiencies of
the past will be supplied by the future.”
Each term will be found to have its appro-

. priate employment. Leve your work. Do
- not be “always looking over the edge of-

it, wanting the play to begin.”
Laya firm and broad foundation for
your College course. This will do much

- towards enhancing the enjoyment of sub-

sequent study; and cnsuring large results '
from the four years work. Ir Classics,
make sure of the famiiiarity of the gram-
mars. No amount of text gone over loose-
ly can compensate for deficiency of knowl-
edge as to the construction of sentences

* and the rclation of part to part. Given

little grammar on entering, and the result,
in the majority of cases, will be a hood-
winked march through the gardens of an-
cient literature.

In Mathematics, master the Aiithmetic
by all means. The ease or difficulty
with which coming work will be performed
in the room of blackboards and chalk, will
depend materially upon the completeness
or incompleteness of this mastery. If the
students’ mathematical examination papers P
show little margin, the General Geometry ~
and Calzulus is more than likely to  prove

his task-master, and a hard-master it. wiil

Ca
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bé found to be. Gn ena totteri m« foun-
dation in Mathematics and 4 str umr]er in
the quick-sands may be seen a httle in the
distance without any great stratch of im-
agination. There is intense satisfaction in
fee]ing one’s feet down hard on the math-
ematical rocks, and in walking
through the mathematical assignments
touching bottom at every step.

What is said respecting Classics and
Mathematies, may; it a general way, be
applied to -all the other branches required
for matticulation. Better ‘postpone en-
trance one y:ar or more and then go ‘into
dayhght than pass in ‘baste mto d'hazy re-
gion. Gweh studzous habits and a - good
foundatlon ‘on -entering ' College, 4nd at

- the end of the four yeam course ‘there will
* gppedr & comely superstructure. o

Advice' > ity be called “'cbeap ”- but it
is mot always ‘ugeless. "‘On begmmng this
it. waa 'not ‘our intention to: cross ‘the thres-

* hold of the Collégé and say anything-wWith

- respect to-the work shbsec{uent to donnmg
the gown, but aa'the inclingtion now se:zes,
us we may be allowed thie* satlsfactxon of

- doing so.

Don’¢ think that on lemng the High
Sehsol o' Acnderay that the hardest work

- ‘is-ovet. It is yefto come.- Enfer upon it

with a detérinibation to do your best -in
performiag it. ‘The most valuable kind-of
' getiius is the- genius for hard ‘work. Re-

. member the ¢ Hare and the Tortoise.”

Nit sme magno vita labore ‘dedit -mortali-
bus; if we may indulge in a Latin quotation.
You need not turn youtself into a ma-
chine, but have some system for guidance.
Don’t try to act as though you were not
part ph)siui! Let the time sct apart for
work be used absorbingly for that purpose.
Stay out of the vanks of those who are
“%like.omnibuses, stopping to take up every
jrterest-ov task that.beckons From theside-
walk.” .Endeavm ‘to maké every braiich
of sL a -means of advimvement, t a
nthef quesuon Cut’ bono honestly or’ a6t ab
.all... Be.attentivs ia the class-room. The
professer is not sapposed to be uttering

e e~ - ~

right

trifles. The extra reading done had better
be to get a more extended view of the sitb-
jects assigned in the regular course. Few
are likely again to have access to such
works as are now at the students’ disposal ;
and if certain periods of history and:certain
works of literature are not read while at
College, they are not likely to be read after-
wards.

Probably too little is made in our day of
conversation. This great meansof mental
improvement in the age of Socrates has
been largely superseded by books. When
the student leaves his room, wearied by
poring over the printed page, he is only too
ready to joke and to talk carelessly and
aimlessly. - But conversation should still
‘be made, as it can be, a valuable source ‘of
jmsprovement. “Ready” men are wanted
as well as “full ” gnd “exact” men. Of
courseiit is not-be expected, that oné who
applys himself’ closely to study shonld not;
-intend on ‘laymo' aside his book, but it is
not necessaryto Iapse dnto Iooaeness ‘and
camlessness which beget ungamlv ‘habits.
* Students shou!d serveas wholésome chécks
dnd'as momtors in correctmv each othém
mlswkes and “blunders, and thergby en-
courage that’ well:weighed ooumderatlon
and that careful Tiode 6’:‘ expression whxch
is coharacteristis of the educated.

Ttis afactthat among the majority them
is & backwardness in  meeting Collgge Te-
* quirements in ‘the way -of éssa)" writing.
But no one can afford to neglect so_ proﬁt~
able a means of-education. The toplcs as-
signed usnally demand considerable inves-
tigatior. and some original thought, and
these are eminently productive of good Te-
sults. Familiarity with our own tongue is
increased, and eéxactness of knowledge is
gained by these exercises. In carefully
writing a composition, numerous q'wshons
of philology, history, bxography, etes, anse
apart from the subject proper.

Be a-thinker. - Testwhat others have to
offer, and so dosomething more tharsimply
accept their opinxons, like cslléw birds-that

* opéh théir mouths o be fed. A manwho
thmks Ixttle is hke an eagle that. ﬂm near

~ .- g =
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the ground. Seek moral culture, Could | useless, but the oceasion of evil. Money is

stores of learning and a good degrec of
mental training be secured without all this
toil, an invaluableelement, secured only by
this long process, would be wanting. We
ought not to wish for any “short cut” or
“royal road.” This term Education is
very broad. ¢“Man’s moral nature is
nobler than his mental, as the architrave
is above the pedestal.”

This all avose from taking a retrospective
While the thou«hts may not be
wholly unworthy of the 1egard of those ad-
vised, the adviger has not been harmed by
persuing them. The ex cathedra style

_may be excused on the ground of its being

conducive to brevity.

ARMS AND LEGS.

Now it is Rowell and Weston at Gil-
more’s Gardens ; and now it is Hanlan and
Trickett on the Thames. “IDr.” Tanner’s
pesformance at Clarendon Hall forms an
interlude.  Stomach sandwiched between
legs and arms. Most every secular period-
ical has its “Sporting World” column.
A man pulls a boat rapidly over the water,
becomes the centre of admiring crowds, is
received with pomp wherever he gocs,
comes to possess a plethoric purse, has }ns
name heralded abroad over continents—in

" short is made a demi-god. Our old lorse,

“ Punch.” (the oarsman Charon long since
oared him o’er the Styx) was notoriously

“strong, but he was not attached to extem-

porized loads used for the purpose of
seeing-how much he could draw. Nor was
he fed, like Calignla’s steed, on gilded oats
and keptin a marble stall.  And whynot ?

How important for a man tobe endowcd
with some extraordinary bodily strergth
or agility, if he has not tlie moral courage
to . withstand the influence exerted hy a
sordid public taste to drag him into the

sportsmen’s avena. The great physical

qualification, instead of being attended
wlthcorrespordmgly great results of a use-
ful nature, 1a diverted so as to bo not only

of value for what it will procure, and the
miser, by hoarding it, robs it of its only
prerogative. A man develops muscle and
it is no good to him nor any one clse if this
development is made an end. The former
may do little injury to others by his greed ;
but the latter become a centre of immoral-
ity. It is betier to be a dexterous ditcher
than a far famed pedestrian or the cham-.
pion oarsman of the world. The humble
laborer earns an honest living and is a pub-
lic benefactor. By the way, this word
‘“champion ” once signified an espouser of
a cause, a defender of truth.  Tow it has
been degraded!  “DBut men want enjoy-
ment and reereation and these they must
have.”  Of course they do and of course
they must; but should they make these
their business, and between kinds of pleas-
ure are they to make no diserimination?
It is not easy to tell which has the greater
influence over the attendants upon these
athletic exhibitions, the desive for “sport
ortlie gambling propensity. Some one
suggested a definition of man that super-
sedes Plato. It is this: Man is a detting
animal. Were Sampson 1o come around
here now what a demand there would be
for him. Whata “cateh” he would be
for the sportsmen of our eapital and  their
less enthusiastic rural imitators. They
would jounce upon him to enter the list as
something mere than & specialist, and they
would win wealth from over the oceans.
It is well to seck strength and fleetness
if the design is to use the added power to
good purpose.  If by rowing matches, ul)
who ply the car are stimulated to become
more proficient in performing what of this
work comes within the duties of their vo-
cation, or in pulling through the surging
surf wo snatch souls from the sinking ships,
then Iet bost races continue if they do not
cost more than they come to. But while
the best oarsmen are “unproductive” la-
borers, the sedulous rowing world is little
affected by their swift and graceful glidings
over waveless waters in slender shells, If
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by walking matches people are incited to
move around from place to place on foot
and save their cab hire and train fare, ali
very well, supposing that their time is of
less value than than their raoney, and that
by this rink, pedestrianism feet are not
made to run to evil. Stecam locomotion is
wont to be looked upon as a tide-mark of
progress, but moderns must revive primi-
tive times with a rational purpose in walk-
ing climinated. Opr grandfathers would
step out on a hundred-mile walk because

_ they had no other mode of transit, and
each one of them would go farther in the
run of a year than all these “professionals”
put together,without making any fuss about
it either; but we, their grand children, liv-
ing as we do at a time when we hear so
much about feats of feet, must call for a
carriage Lo go to a neighboring village. A
fitting sequel to encompassing the ring so
many times in so many hours, would be
for the emaciated tramps to use remaining
strength in betaking themselves to the
abode of lunatics, followed, of course, by
infatuated spectators.

A jackass may haul a ton of hay, and
suppose a man is made so strong that he
too can do the same, should he get into the
shafls and dragaround thatload for years
to be the gazing-stock and wonder of weak-
ermen? Rowing for the sake of rowing
and being looked at; walking for the sake
of walking and being cheered, etc., where-
in do these differ from usurping the don-
keys place?  Yet after all there might not
be any great objection to 2 Zomo turniug
«sinus if he desired to do so, provided the
chinge would work no iajury to others;
but if others must undergo the same met-
amorphoses, and thousands must crowd
around the prodigies and rattle their gold,
and drink their rum, and brandish their
fists, and newspapers must devote columns
to reports, and telegraph wires must be
clogged, then it his high time for some
people to step in and create such a stiff
breeze of public opinion as shall blow away
the nuisance! Some weeks ago we re-

ceived an illustrated book: entitled, ¢ Life
of Edward Hanlan,” containing a complete
record of his acquatic victories, and were
requested by the publishers to give it favor-
able notice. Not quite! Mind is in the
ascendant here yet. There is a large hero-
worship element in us, but it does not take
the form of worshipping brute force. Ath-
letic sports have their place around Colleges
and elsewhere too, but they are to be kept
within proper limits and never allowed to
hold more than a subordinate and subsidi-
ary place. Let the advocates of our so-
called ¢ physical culture,” who point to the
influence of the classic games, note the
difference between the character and rela-
tive effects of the physical training of to-
day and that of the Hellenic race.

One of our recent lecturers alluded to a
fact which called the blush of shame to our
cheek. A patriotic statesmen, less regard-
ed when gone, than he who gained notor-
iety through what he had in common with
the dray horse! The last resting place of
one of Nova Scotia’s most illustrious sons
is marked by a plain obelisk of such gran-
ite as his native Province affords, while the
very metropolis in which he labored and
died had $3,000 to expend in erecting a
monument to a champion oarsman. This
monument, which stands upon a bold pro-
monotory, looking seaward, should bear
the terse inscription, “LIFE 15 OaR.”
Surely there is need that all rightly dis-
posed persons should labor for the elevation
of public sentiment. Rye.

Voices from the Hill.
And now he is sad and disconsolate.
Grief rends his heart.  Cruelly she voted
with the negatives !

A Senior who officiates in a neighboring
pulpit when called upon to recite in Con-
stitutional History on Monday morning,
replied: “Excusec me, Professor, I was
away all day yesterday.”

Uneasiness and sorrow have recently
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lengthened the eountenances of the once
jovial *Cads,” and bowed their stalwart
frames. The cause thercof was the wun-
righteous decree of our lynx-cyed teachers
in the Academy, that, in the Greek and
Latin Examinations, no books of any kind
were to be taken into class.  And as the
injured « Cads” gazed sadly over their
Greek' and Latin, skilfully adorned with
marginal references and quaint interlinea-
tions, can we wonder that they sank down
sick and broken-hearted. Our only wonder
is that the hard-hearted preceptors still live.

Wolfville is justly regarded as a very
healthy locality. The students seldom
suffer from any disease or epidemic what-
ever. Unfortunately, however, one of the
students being exposed to scarlet fever dur-
ing the holidays contracted thedisease and
brought it to the building on his return.
Several have since been ill; some of whom,
having sufficiently recovered, have gone to
their homes. Preventitives are being used
and every precaution taken to hinder its
progress, and it is hoped no more cases will
be developed. Al are now recovering.

“The Hon. Joseph Howe,” was the sub-
jeet of the admirable lecture delivered be-
fore the Atheneam by J. W. Longley, Esq.,
(71,) of Halifax, on Friday evening the
18th of February. The early announcement
of this lecture, the well known talent of
the speaker and the eminently interesting
subject, combined in securing a large
aundicnce. Mr. Longley discussed the
principles of Respousible Government and
those of Liberalism in a broad and liberal
sense, as held and advocated by Howe, and
in 2 manner becoming his tact, talent, and
good judgment. We have no hesitancy
in pronouncing the lecture able and sound.
We hope Mr. Longley may appear before
our society again.

One of our fellow-students has been
lately detained from class by some affection
of the jaw. Whether caused by undue ex-
ertion in tryingto twist down long German

polysyllables, or by an unusually vigorous

. effort to masticate some of the venerable

but yet sinewy beef which is here consid-
cred necessary to the building up of a
mathematical intellect, we are unable to
decide, though our judgment leans strange-
ly toward the latter asssumption. If indeed
he had the hardihood to use his jaws as a
mill for grinding those fossilized remnants
of some putrified bovine, we pity him not,
and consider he has escaped wonderfully
well with only a slight fracture of the jaw.
It would take an animal with two jawbones
similiar to that with which Samson slew
the Philistines to pass the ordeal uninjured.

Some new developments in the stove
line have como to light since our last issue.
A stove belonging to two of our worthy
Seniors, and also possessing 2 goodly com-
plement of pipe, has become so imbued
with the ceaseless mental and physical
activity that characterize the « iil,” that
it is altogether discontented with itspresent
standing, and, now and then, awakens our
wonder, admiration and even awe by the
preternatural agility with which it attempts
to emigrate into a more congenial clime,
where its undoubted mnerits as a stove will
be more fully recogunized. So far, however,
the agile adroitness of the Seniors has pre-
vented its escape, and, after a little fiery
ebullition, it has subsided into its normal
state of repose.

‘We understand that the Pierian Society
lately debated npon this interesting subject,
whether the single or the married state be
preferabie. 'We doubt not that the debate
was skilfully conducted on both sides, and
that the decision arrived at is a fair index
of the opinion of the majority upen the
question under discussion. That decision
was, that single blessedaess is preferable to
the married state, and it was emphasized
by a majority of nine. Now ourviews are
in the fullest harmony with those of the
fair members of the ¢ Pierian,” and we
believe the decision to be the best that
could boearrived at under the circumstances.
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We therefore most heartily endorse it.
The Windsor Mazl has darkly hinted that
the majority might be induced to change
their minds, but, in behalf of our ¢ Pierian”
friends, we need not hesitate to hurl back
such an insinuation, and declare that the
decision isas unchanging as a decree of the
Medes and Persians. And now we ask the
« Pierians” to sanction our declaration by
remaining true to their decision, and heed
ing not the blundishments hinted at by the
editor of the Mail.

Notwithstanding the short notice given
and the fact that only vne weck had clapsed
since Mr. Longley’s lecture, the Academy
Hall contained an unusually large audience
on Friday evening, the 25th ult., to hear
Rev. C. B. Pitblado deliver his lecture on,
« Qur Great Northwest.” The gentleman
evidently scemed to have a deep conscious-
ness of the greatimportance of that portion
of the Dominion, and believed it o be in-
timately connected with ihe future com-
mercial and political welfare of our country.
By contrasting it with the United States
and our-own Provincehie gave a clear'con-
ception of its vast extent and extraordinary
fertility.  He held that the country itself
could amply pay out of its own resources
all the expénses of raliroads and other
means of opening it up to settlers. . Mr.
Pitblado vigorously denounced the mean-
ness of that spirit which would prompt a
man to barter away his national birthright
for the sake of mere personal gain, and
strongly wrged the nourishment of a loyal
and patriotic sentiment, which, in its eno-
bling and exalting influences on men, hLe
decmed worthy of a place among the high-
est religious and ‘moral emotions. Several
eloquent passages were enthusiastically ap-
planded; aund the audience dispersed
happier and wiser than when they as-
sembled.

More noble souls have been smothered
in Tuxury, than were ever killed by hunger.
—Iroude.

Exchange Notes.

In the Beacon weo find two poems peculiarly ap-
propriate to a college paper, entitled respective-
ly, the, “Freshman’s Lament” and ‘“ A Local
Lyric.” Sympathy and pity welled up in our
hearts as we read the former, and applauded
‘“ Freshman’s” heroic resolve. A few more
such poems and we also would cause Olney to
deseribe a Logarithmic Spiral, and then seek
our fortunes in the Golden tWest. Perhaps we
might *here encounter Old Olneyhimself. And

how we would shake Ius shapely hand, while

tears of joy would run down our cheeks, and
then how adroitly we would steal off at 2 tangent
aundtrain him with the polar axis, of a parabola.
We would not advise our musical Sophs. to read
the “ Local Lyric,”’ or, perhaps; * Golden Slip-
pers’’ may bhave to take a back seat, and the
classic chorus:—

“ Psycology! Psycology!

Farewell old time frivolity,” &c.
henceforth 1ender night hideous. Don’t do it
now! Dor’t do itl )

Inthe ITaverfordian, and also in other of our
Exchanges, wo notice articles about *‘Cram-
ming.”” Some designate the Crammer. as
a lazy student, passing the c«rm in indolence,
and then devowring the whole term’s work in a
few  weeks. Not so the Ilaverfordian.
Whilst we roundly condemn all such crammers,
we yet hold that the best and most _diligent
student, however heihay toil during-term, is
compelled at its close to systematically cram.
An oxdmm y memorycannot retain a heterogen-
ous'mass of Greck verbs and Grammatical Re-
ferences, geometrical and chemical formula, &e.
Nor is it necessary 50-t0 do.  No one unless ho
have the memory of a Seneca or a Macaulay

can pretend to memorize the work gone over .

in a college term. -*Tis only by much despised

cramming that one can expect to stand the test

of an examination, such thatit would be im-

possible to answer all the questions given even

though the answers thereto distilled ready-
a(le from pen or pencll

We have received: thc Thirteenth dnnual Re-
port of the Brilish American Book nd Tract
Society and also a number of periodicals circu-
lated by said Society. The work done dunag the
past year has been unusually successful, ard we
trust that the Socicty may be abundantly “less-
ed in tho future. The Periodicals we have re-
ceived ave of a varied and usecful character, but
as they are already well and favorably known,
we forbear comment,
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