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"THE PRESBYTERIAN.

NOVEMBER, 1862.

The opening remarks of “No. VI on
the Roman Catacombs,” which appear-
ed in our September issue, have given much
offence to many of our readers, some of
whom have expressed themselves to us on
the subject, with greater indignation than
is at all necessary ; though we are free to
admit that there is just cause of com-
plaint. A Presbyterian does not expect
to have the primitive character of Presby-
terian order denied by a Presbyterian and
in a Presbyterian journal ; and least of all
would he expect it, in an article on the
Roman Catacombs, from which the writer
himself acknowledges that no evidence
can be found on the subject. Dr. Camp-
bell’s theory of the origin of diocesan Epis-
copacy, and Whateley’s view of the inhe-
rent freedom of the Christian society to
choose its own order as circumstances may
render expedient, arc confusedly mixed up
in the article, with the writer’s own notion
that diocesan Episcopacy existed in the
time of St. John and received his approval :
and with his positive assertion, that the
apostolic organization of the Church was
“ certainly no more Presbyterian than Epis-
copalian.” )

A well read Presbyterian can afford to
swile at such notions or assertions, when,
as n this case, they stand only on the ma-
gisterially expressed opinion of a writer
who gives no evidence that he has cver
fairly grappled with a subject which has
divided the Protestant Churches from the
days of the Reformation, and on which
meu of the most eminent learning and wis-
dom have held very ditferent opinions from
his.

We would respectfully request our va
lued contributor to intermingle wo more
“ obiter dicta” on controverted points of
ecclesiastical order, with the interesting
and iustructive information which he has
gathered for our readers, concert.uy the
Catacombs.

For ourselves we confess to a feeling of

regret for having admitted an article as-
suming the apostolic character of Episco-
pacy, and the non-apostolic character of
Presbyterian order, without at the same
time meeting the assumption with an ex-
pression of our own, very decidedly, oppo-
site convictions.

1t is impossible to exaggerate the import-
ance of rich and cultured congregational
singing. It is true we worship a spiritual
God, who rcquires of us only a spiritual ser-
vice; but it is also true that we who worship
arc largely dependent upon our senses for
the excitement of spiritual feeling. If we read
the Bible, we are greatly influenced by the
beauty of David’s poetry, the splendour of
Isaial’s cloquence, and the intellectual
force of Paul’s reasoning. If we hear ser-
mons, we are affected by the eluquence as
well as by the orthodoxy of tt » preacher.
If we pray, our devotions .2 winged by
the fitness and tenderness of the words
that we employ. So if we sing, we are af-
fected by tune as well as by words. We
ourselves can hardly suspect how much
our spiritual fervor and joy are dependent
upon the fitness and beauty of our vocal
praise. It gives a color to every service,
and a tone to every feeling. Every thing
clse is imbued by its subtle spirit,—chilled
or jaited by its unfitness, or made to glow
with fervor and beauty Ly its magic power.
Excited and exalted by rapturous song,
how easy it is to pray, how pleasant to
preach, how profitable to hear.  Our sym-
pathies are excited, our souls are harno-
nized and vivified, we hardly know how.
More than any thing clse such singing
makes the Sabbath a delizht, and its early
influence abides with us through !ife, in-
vesting the worship of our childhood with
a beauty and a glors, insteal of with a ro-
pulsiveness and a penance.  Snatches of
pous song will come back to us in maturer
years, like Alpine cchoes, softened and pu-
rified by distance, and with subduing and
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sanctifying power. In this active utilitarian
age, especially when our religious life is
practical rather than devotional; benevo-
lent towards men rather than emotional
towards God, working outwards rather
than upwards, it is more than ever ne-
cessary that we culture the heart of
praise,—thc hallowing and elevating in-
fluences of worship. We have no sccta-
rian theory to maintain, no clique to vin-
dicate, no school to recommend. We
do not presume to say what distinctive
mode of worship is ritually right or wrong.
‘We take our stand upon an eclectic and
catholic basis, disposed to think that in
such matters whatever does best ¢s best.
‘With an impartial eye, therefore, and a
sympathising beart, we would “ prove all
things, and hold fast that which s good.”
‘We would not test church song by its mere
poetry and music. These may be of the
very highest artistic excellence, and yet for
all purposes of worship be but “as sound-
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal; ” they may
possess only the intellect and the sensibili-
ties. A man may have the most exquisite
enjoyment of both, and his heart of wor-
ship remain untouched. Neither would we
test church song by mere ecclesiastical
usages or traditions, either episcopal or
nonconforming, for these are often as un-
reasoning and irjurious as thetraditions of
the Phansees; but we would test it by its
practical fitness for inciting and expressing
true worshipping feeling, by its power ex-
perimentally proved of appealing to that
which is highest and holiest in our spiri-
tual life, of making us forget self and think
about God, of making the love of evil de-
part out of us, and ot producing godliness
within us. That may be the best form of
worship for one congregation which is not
the best fo- another. Wisely then did the
Synod of our Church grant hberty to each
congregation to use that form which will
be most conducive to its own worshipping
joy- The only advice we would give on
this point is that whatever the form selected
it be the worship of the people, the united
vocal praise of the whole congregation, a
form of song in which every worshipper
can easily and heartily join. We do not
sing when we merely listen to a choir, any
more than we preach when we merely lis-
ten to a sermon; the song or sermon may
affect us, but it is the act of another, not

our own. God cannot be worshipped vi-
cariously ; and few perversions of worship
are more incongruous than for a congrega- |
tion to be listening when a choir is per- .
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forming, than for a worshipper with his
heart full of praise to vefrain from giving
utterance to it. The people are preached
lo and prayed for, surely they are not to
be sung o as well. Whether, therefore, it
be choir or precentor ; whether the rustic
pomposities of the village church, or the
artistic slovenliness of the town cathedral;
whether the barbarous vocalizations of the
“Denmarks” or “Polands™ of the last
generation, or the skilful combinations of
Handel or Mcdelssohn in this: in these
things let every church be persuaded in its
own mind. We would *lay upon it no
burden further than this necessary thing :”
that from a service of worship every form
of song be excluded in which every wor-
shipper cannot join. Worship is a sacri-
fice to God, not to musical art.

We have occasion to complain of the
tardiness with which contributions are sent
inaid of the French Mission Building Fund.
The encouragement given by the Synod, in
a full house, to this enterprise was, in the
estimation of the committee, an important
clement in the discretion with which they
were authorized to proceed. It was ex-
pected that when the time for collecting
came, the practical result of such encon--
ragement would lighten, to a very consi:
derable extent, the undertaking with which
the committee is charged. Is this to be
another instance of the say-much apd do-
little characteristic which so often distin-
guishes the proceedings of corporate bo-
dies? Is the responsibility of imposing a
heavy burden upon a Mission Committee to
begin and end with the collective capacity
from which it proceeds? Is it right for the
Synod, as such, to countenance a2 work,
and, for the members of Synod forthwith
to forget all about it? Were the Mission
Chapel an enterprise in which Montreal
alone is concerned, we have no doubt that
Montreal would do all that is required, if
themembers of the Church there undertook
it atall. But we conceiveit is only right-
Iy viewed, when it is regarded as an im-
portant step for the extension of a Synodi-
cal scheme. The choice of a base of
operations must be regulated by considera-
tions of convenience and advantage; but
the choice made is in the interest of the
whole Church responsible for the scheme
and not a mere section of it. We are of
cpinion that the future welfare of the ge-
neral scheme depends very much upon the
extent to which this branch of it is sup-
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ported, and this is a view of the case for
which we would entreat due corsidera-
tion. We would again implore prompt
attention to the matter as submitted to all
the Ministers of the Church. Any who do
not intend to countenance the proposal,
might be courteous enough to transmit an
int:mation to that effect either to the Con-
vener or Secretary. The sooner the worst
is known the better.

There remains but a few weeks before
the year 1862 closes. During the former
part of this year we extinguished our debt,
and were receiving much encouragement
for the future. But for the past two or
three months we have received next to
nothing in the shape of remittances, and
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a debt is beginning again to accumulate.
With this number, we send accounts to all
subscribers in arrear. To them we appeal
to send us during the next month those
amounts which, though small, in the ag-
gregate form a considerable sum, and the
receipt of which will enable us to close the
year free from debt. Should our appeal
be responded to, the magazine will in fu-
ture appear in a cover, ¢nlarged by four
additional pages, and so improved that it
will be beyond doubt the cheapest and
most interesting periodical published in
Canada. 'We sincerely thank our corres-
pondents for past favors, and earnestly en-
treat them to continue sending us for the
benefit of our readers, and the church at
large, whatever of interest may come un-
der their notice.

Aiterary  Hotices,

Tas Parience or Hore, By the author
of “ A Present Heaven;” with an in-
troduction by John G. Whittier. Daw-
son Brothers, Montreal.

This little volume assumes the life and
power of the gospel as a matter of actual
experience ; it bears unmistakable evidence
of a realization, on the part of its author,
of the truth that Christianity is not simply
historical and traditional, but present and
permanent, with its roots in the infinite
past and its branches in the infinite future,
the eternal spring and growth of Divine
love; not the dying echo of words uttered
centuries ago, never to be repeated, but
God’s good tidings spoken afresh in every
soul—the perennial fountain and unstinted
out-flow of wisdom and goodness for ever
old and for ever new. It is a lofty plea for
patience, trust, hope, and holy confidence,
under the shadow as well as in the light
of Christian experience, whether the cloud
seem to rest on the tabernacle, or move
guidingly forward. It is perhaps too ex-
clusively addressed to those who minister
in the inner sanctuary to be entirely intel-
ligble to those who waitin the outer courts.
It overlooks perhaps too much the oneness
and solidarity of humanity, but all who
read it will feel its earnestness, and con-
fess to the singular beauty of its style, the
strong steady march of its argument, and
the wide and varied learning which illus-
tratesit. Inshort, it is a book for the guiet
hour of holy solitude, when the heart longs
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and waits for access to the presencs of the
Master. Theweary heart that thirsts amidst
its conflicts and its toils for refreshing
water, will drink eagerly of these sweet
and refreshing words. To thoughtful mer
and women, especially such as have learnt
anything of the patience of hope in the ex-
periences of sorrow and trial, we commend
this little volume most heartily and ear-
nestly.

History or Friepricn II, oF Prussia,
called Frederick the Great. By Tho-
mas Carlyle. Dawson Brothers, Mon-
treal.

Carlyle is about the only writer whose
opinions are of value, even when it is in-
possible to agree with them. No oucis
more fond than he of paradex, but few
men’s paradoxes hint at so important
truths. His judgments, even where they
cannot be confirmed, always enforce some
weighty principie which we were in dan-
ger of forgetting, and if it sometimes hap-
pens that neither the hero nor the prin-
ciples commend themselves, still the tho-
roughness of the exccution, and the fire
with which all his writings are instinct,
never fail to make a great work. We
need scarcely say then that the book be-
forc us, which is devoted to & description
of the life of one whe had in him so much
of the brilliant, the popular, and the mag-
nanimous, is one of intense and thrilling
interest.
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Couxtry Livive anp Country TrINk-
iNe. By Gail Hamilton. Dawson Bro-
thers, Montreal.

The writer of this book commences by
detailing the peculiarities of men aund wo-
men in general, mediately discussos sub-
jects too numerous to mention, and ends
by pointing out the lights among the sha-
dows of the American civil war.  Abound-
ing with sentences as pithy as the following,
—If a northern blacksmith refuses to put
on southern horses the shoes which south-
ern mouey has paid for, and rushes to his
mother state for help, let her not shield
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the culprit, but set him vi et armis before
his forge and anvil. If a clergyman steal-
thily and feloniously leave his parish be-
fore his time is out, bearing with him both
salary and sermons, carry him back to old
Virginia, and make him preach his barrel-
ful. Law and equity alike demand it, and
all educated people will say Amen,”’—the
book cannot fail to attract, and we hope
the reader’s interest will not be lessened
either from prejudice or anv other cause,
wha we state that of a sudden and by the
marest chauce, we discovered that the story
teller belonged to the gentler sex.

The Chuedy i Ganada,

PRESBYTERY OF BATHURST.

The Presbytery of Bathurst met at Ross on
the 17th instant, for the purpose of receiving
the trials for ordination, prescribed to Mr. Hugh
Cameron of Queen's College, Preacher of the
Gospel, at a previous meeting. The following
members of Presbytery were present. Mr. D.
Morrison, Brockville, Moderator p.f.; Mr. P.
Lindsay, Mr. J. Evans, and Mr. J. B. Mullea.

The discourses were sustained, and the Pres-
bytery adjourned to the following day for the
ordination of Mr. Cameron.

A respectable coogregation assembled st

the hour appointed, and the Edict having beea .

returned duly served, Mr Mullen preached an
appropriate discourse from Luke xix. 10. “ The
Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.” The Moderator put the ques-
tions required by the laws of the Church in
such cases,and these having been satisfactorily
answereG, Mr. Cameron was then solemaly
ordained to the office of the Holy Ministry,
and inducted to the pastoral charge of the
Congregation of Ross and Westmeath. Mr.
Lindsay addressed the Minister, and Mr. Evans,
the people, in appropriate terms, in reference to
their soveral responsibilities and privileges.

The Presbytery also met at Beckwitb on the
15th instant, for the purpose of receiving the
trials for ordination previously prescribed to
Mr. Walter Ross, A.M., of Queen’s College,
Preacher of the Gospel, and, if sustained, of
ordaining him. There were present, the Mo-
derator, Mr. A. Mann, Mr. J. McMorine, Mr. W.
C. Clark, and Mr. W. Baip, Ministers; and Mr.
D. McLaurin, Elder.

The trisls were sustsined, and were very
creditable to Mr. Ross. The congregation

being assemblod, and the Edict returned duly !

served, Mr, Wilson preached a very appropriate
and excellent discourse from Mat. xxii. 11-13.
Mr. Mann gave an interesting narrativo of the
circamstances which led to this settlement,
refersing, in terms of affectionate remembrance
and just culogy, to hisreverend friend, the late
Rev. Jobn Smith, the first pastor of the con-
gregation—~whose memeory is still precious to
many in Beckwith.

The questions usual in such cases were then
put by the Moderator to Mr. Ross, and these
having been satisfactorily answered, Mr. Ross
; was, by prayer and the laying on of the hands
- of the Presbytery, solemuly set apart to tle

office of the Holy Ministry, and inducted to the
, bastoral charge of the Congregation.
‘ Mr. McMorine, with characteristic affection

and appropriateness, addressed the young Min-
ister; and Mr. Clark, in befitting terms, re-
minded the people of the privileges which,
through the goodness of God, they were again _
in possession of, and of the duties which they
owed to their Minister. .
 We fesl that we can coagratulate these two
Congregations on the Pastors whom the Head
of the Church has now set over them, to feed
them, and tc break unto them and to theic
families the bread of life. From all we have
heard of the previous character and conduct of
Messrs. Cameron and Ross, and from all we
personally know of them, we belicve them to
be young men well adapted to, and well fur-
nished for the charges upon which they have
now respectively entered, and that they will
thoroughly devote themselves to the arduous
and responsible duties of the sacred office
which they have now assumed.

But with equal cordiality, do we congratu-
late Messrs. Cameron and Ross upon the Con-
gregations of which they are now the Pastors.

The Congregation of Ross and Westmeath
has pow obtained its first Pastor. For years
has this Congregation made application after
application to the Presbytery to aid them in
getting a Minister, offering what, in their cir-
cumstances, the Presbytery considered aliberal
maintennnce; but hitherto, equally to the regret
of Presbytery and people, without effect. We
" feel that this Congregation will, when fully
, gathered inand organized, be found a large one,
, and that, as the Ottawa Valley fills up, it will
| become an important one. The Congregation
of Ross has built 8 commodious and comfort-
able Church. They have themselves bitherto
contributed all that has been expended in the
building, and with farther contributions, about
to bo made by them, and a small grant expect-
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¢d from the Colonial Comnmittee, it is expected
that the Church will toon be fully completed
and out of debt.

The Congregation of Beckwith bas long en-
joyed an honorable reputation in the Presby-
tery, and also, it is believed, throughout the
Church generally, for its high appreciation of
the ordinacces of religion, its affectionate
attachment to its Minister, and the scrupulous
fidelity with which it fulfils all its pecuniary
obligations to him. The conduct of the cor-
gregation, on the present occasion, well sustains
its past reputation; and many of the families
connected with it present an example of libe-
rality, in order to securing to themselves and
families the public ordinances of religion,
which might worthily be imitated in many
other Congregations throughout the Church,
with no loss, or sacrifice, but with much ad-
vantage to themselves, and greatly to the com-
fort of their Ministers and families. The Con-
gregation of Beckwith is not a large one, nor
are the families composing it, though in very
comfortable circumstances, better off than
thousands of our well-to-do farmer. in other
parts of the country, ret the Beckwith Con-
grogation guaraniees upwardsof £100 to their
Minister, and among the subscriptions by which
this sum is made up, there is one of £5 10s.,
one of £4 10s., two of £4, and several of
£3 10s., £2 10s., £2, and smaller sums.

As shewing the attachment und confidence
subgisting between the families belonging to
the Congregation, as well as affording hopeful
evidence that sums thus promised shall be
promptly and faithfully paid, it may be men-
tioned, that the worthy Representative Elder
of the Congregation, expressed, in the Presby-
tery, his willingness to give his own personal
bond for the amount.

Such a Congregation deserves a good Minis-
ter, and they may be expected to beaefit, tem-
porally and eternally, by the ordinances of
religion ministered unto them.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

Of the various forms of progress in the di-
rection of Church extension there are fwo pe-
culiarly gratifying. On the one hand, when
the weste places of Zion are hrought in, and
the solitudes gladdened by the opering of new
churches. On the other when wa find congre-
gations hitherto covering alarge ares, animated
with gratitude for their increased abilities and
consequent opportunities, spountaneously re-
solving to form themselves into two or more
workable sections, and taking steps towards
the establishment and maintenance of separate
ordinances.

Of the latter this Presbytery, which met on
the 17th of September, at Huntingdon, for the
purpose of considering what steps, if any,
should be taken towards the separation of
Athclstane and Elgin, from Huntingdon pro-
per, and forming them into separato charges,
had o pleasing instance.

Divine service was conducted at Huntingdon
by the Rev. James Black, minister of Chatham ;
at Athelstane by uor. Muir, of Georgetown;
and at Elgig, by the Rev. Mr. Sieveright, of
Ormstown.
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After service, all interested had opportun-
ities of expressing their views and of giving
information. It was most pleasing to notiee
the great attachment of the people to their
present pastor, whilst they readily admitted
that his field of labor was too extensive.

The impression made upon the members of
Presbytery was that each of the three districts
must soon form separate and self-sustaining
congregations, and towards the accomplish-
ment of this or any other arrangement that
circumstances may render necessary, each of
the present sections of Mr. Wallace’s charge
were instructed to prepare and forward state-
ments of their respective necessities, wishes,
and resources, to next ordinary meeting of Pres-
bytery to be held on the first Wednesday of
November next in St. Andrew’s Church, Mon-
treal.

ORDINATION AT MULMUR.

We learn that Mr. Alexander Maclenngap,
B.4A., Probationer, was recently ordained and
inducted to the pastoral charge of the congre-
gation of Mulmur, rendered vacant by the
retirement of the Rev. Archibald Colquhoun.
The various services usual on such an occasion
were conducted by the Rev. Messrs. Carmi-
chael, Mackee, and Mackay.

Mr. Maclennan enters upon bis charge, which
embraces a very extensive field, amid many
auspicious circumstances. The settlement was
most cordial and harmonious. A new church
i3 in course of erection. Active means are
being taken by the congregation to show the
lively interest which they feel in the various
schemes of the Church. To both minister and
people we wish a long and prosperous continu-
ance of the union thus happily formed.

INDUCTION AT MELBOURNE.

The Presbytery of Quebec met at Melbourne
on Wednesday, 24th September, for the pur-
pose of inducting the Rev. Thomas G. Smith
to the vacant charge there. Dr. Cook, of Que-
bec, preached and presided. Judging from the
large atiendance on the occasion, and from
information derived from other sources, we
have reason to believe that this gettlement will
prove most advantageous to the spiritual inter-
ests of the congregation.

ORDINATION AT ROSS.

In Ross on Wednesday the 8th instant, the
Presbytery of Bathurst met for the ordination
of Mr. Hugh Cameron. The day was fine, and
the church was irowded with earnest and in-
tercsted worshippers.  Mr. Morrison presided,
and Mr. Mullen preached from Luke xix. 10,
« For the Son of man is come to seck and to
save that which was lost.” Mr. Lindsay ad-
dressed the newly ordained minister insuitabie
terms, and Mr. Evans ia like manner addressed
the people.

At the close of the ordination services, a
handsome pulpit Bible and psalm book, were
presented to the new minister, from the Foung
ladies connected with the congregation. The
act was graceful and appropriate. Long may
the givers of so suitable a gift have the hap-



318

piness of listening to the saving truths con-
tained in that book as they fall from the lips of
their new minister.

After the services were concluded, and the
congregation had given a hearty welcome to
their minister, the Presbytery retired to the
house of William Knight, Esq., where they were
entertained in & most hospitable manner. One
thing more we add to the credit of this congre-
gation,—they paid in a handsome mapner the
expenses of the Presbytery in coming to the
ordination. In this matter this people in the
backwoods set an example to congregations
more favorably situated than they, which it
would be well for them to imitate.

The congregation over which Mr. Cameron
now labors, is numerous, and warmly attached
to the church of their fathers. The charge
consists of two stations, Ross and We;tmeath.
Each has a church, and it is to be h.ped that
in a few years each will have a minis ter of their
own. The distance between the two churches is
about eight miles, and the country well settled,
and soon will be able to support anothker
labourer.

Still there is room for expansion. Let our
church go forward. Let us look upon Ross
and Westmeath as only the base of operations
for g still further prugress. As the valley of
the Ottawsa is transformed from a wilderness
into a fruitful field by the toil of the bardy
sottler, so in a loftier sense may it be made to
‘ rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

APPOINTMENT OF A MISSIONARY.

We are informed that the Colonial Commi:-
tee of the Church of Scotland have appointed
the Rev. Wm. Cochrane to be a missionary
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Moun-
treal, with a special view to the St. Joseph
Street mission. With toeir usual liberality,
the Committee undertake the support of Mr.
Cochrane, but expect the Presbytery to relieve
them of it as much a3 possible.

NEW CEHURCH. CHINGUACOUSY.

The church recently crected here was opened
on Sabbath, 28th of September, by the late
pastor of the congregation, the Rev, Thomas
Johuson.

The Rev. W. E. Mackay, B.A., of Orangeville,
preached in the morning, and the Rev. William
Staart, of Milton, in the afternoon.

A crowded church at each of the services
evinced the interest felt by the congregation
in the auspicious event. The spirit of friend-
ship and kindness prevailing among the differ-
ent denominations of Christians in Chingua-
cousy is pleasing and gratifying.

CHATHAM—MONUMENTAL TABLET.

A Monumental Tablet has been erccted at
Chatham, C. E,, in memory of the late Rerv.
William Mair, at a cost of $275, of which $80
wero contributed by Geo. Hamilton, Ksq., of
Hawkesbury. We understand that the erec-
tion of this monument was suggested to the
people by Dr. Mathieson of Montreal.
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COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod is appointed te
meet in St. Andrew" Church, Montreal, on
Wednesday, the 6th in1t., &t noon.

DEATH OF F. 8. VERITY, M.D.

It is with unfeigned regret that we have to
record the death of one well known to many of
our readers—Frederick Steele Verity, M.D., of
Hemmingford, Canada East, who departed this
life on the evening of Wednesday, 15th Ooto-
ber, aged 49 years. The deceased was not
only eminent as & medical practlitioner, richly
andowed by nature, and highly educated, but
was algo a good man, and a zealous and active
member of the Church. The congregation of
Hemmingford, for many years ropresented by
him in the Church Courts, is much indebted to
his exertions on its behalf. He will be long:
and tenderly remembered by ail who epjoyed
the privilege of his friendship.

DEATH OF JAMES FENWICK, ESQ.

Mr. Fenwick, one of the oldest elders of tho
Presbyterian Church of Canads in connection
with the Church of Scotland, died at Cashei,
Towanship of Markham, C.\W., on the 28th ult,,
at the advanced age of 85. Mr. Feawick was
a native of Perthshire in Scotland ; and before
leaving for this country, served under Admiral
Nelson on board the Bellerophon, and in 1809
received a commission in the North York Mili-
tia, and shortly after the war of 1812, in which
he took an active part, was gazetted captain. .
Mr. Fenwick was & man of enlarged and en-
lightened views, and took for many years au.
active part in managing the affairs of the town-
ship in which he was & resident. Ardently at-
tached to the Church of Scotland, he, in the
year 1818, along with seven others, entered in~
10 an agreement to pay $600 annually for the
support of gospel ordinances in the townshipa
of Scarboro’, Markham, Vaughan, and Whit-
church. The church at Cashel, appropriately
pomed St. Helea's, after Mrs. Fenwick, owed
its existence to his indefatigable exertions. For
these, and many other gratuitous services, the
Presbyterisns of Markham owe him & deep and
lasting debt of gratitude. He was for sowe
weeks previous to his death confined to his
bed, and suffered great pain; amidst which,
bowever, the sweet peace of conscience he en-
joyed gave ample proof of his hope and trust
in Divine goodoess, and of his intelligent ap-
propristion of a Saviour's mercy.

OPENING OF THE UNIVERSITY SESSION.

The session of the University of Queen's Qol-
lege was formally opened on Wednesday, first of
October. The proceedings were conducted in
the Couvocative Hall, in the presence of & full
attendance of the public. The students mus-
tered in their usual number, and a few gradu-
ates of the University in both artsand medicine
were also present. Tho chair was taken, ia the
absence of the Principal, by the Rev. Professor
Williamson, and the platform was occunied by
the staff of the professors of the institution and
by city clergymen and others. Among the
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gentlemen from a distance who were present '
may be mentioned the Rev. Mr. Bleasdell, of
Trenton, the Rev, Mr. Touke of Nova Scotia.
The proceedings were commenced by the read-
ing of Scripture and by prayer, after which the
Chairman delivered the inaugural address of
the session. The subject matter was the ad-
vantages of collegiate ecducation and training,
addregsed to the publie, with suggestions and
counsel addressed more particularly to the
undergraduates in arts. The formal announce-
ments of the two faculties were next mede re-
spectively by the Secretary of the Faculty of
Arts (Prof. Weir) and by the Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine (Prof. Dickson). Dr. Ken-
nedy, the Professor of Anatomy, was then
calle upon to deliver his address to the med-
ical students. This was a very comprehensive
and thoughtful effort, replete with practical
suggestions to the beginner ia the study of
medicine, and full of interest in the latter por-
tion to the more advanced student and the
practitioner. In the first part the lecturer ad-
verted to the nature, responsibilities and duties |
of the medical profession, the uecessity of |
method in the study of medicine, of thurough-
ness, persevering application, and other essen-
tials 1o success. The sccond division of his
address was a comprehensive viewof the science
of medicine, in which he showed what consti-
tuted rational medicine, and endeavoured to
point out how the boundaries of the science
might te extended. The limits of & paragraph
of this kind scarcely admit of a reference to
the more promineat points of his argument,
which might even interest the geperal public:
suffice it to say, therefore, that the address was
of & pature very favorably to impress the
students with the depth of knowledge and
the capacity for generalising and communi-
cating it which their new Professor possesses.
The address was warmly characterised as an
excellent one. The proceedings were conclu-
ded with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Williamson.

KINGSTON COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

It will be remembered that Queen’s College
Preparatory School was united with the County
Grammar School last winter, and the latter
affiliated to the College; which very desirable
arrangement was effected by Principal Leitch
after long negotiation.

TFrom the annexed slip it will be scen that
an able and cfficient Head Master has been
sccured. Mr. Woods brings testimonials of the .
bighest order from Dr. McCaul, Dr. Wilson, !
Priucipal Cockburn and others ; and also from
Dr. Bbarclay of Toronto, Mr. Woods being a
member of the Church of Scotland.

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of
the Kingston County Grammar School, held on
the 16th instant, Mr. Samuel Woods, B.A. was
unanimously sclected to fill the vacant office
of Head Master. Mr Woods was the gold med-

allist and most distinguished studeat of last |
year at the Toronto Unisersity, and his testi- |
, and to the bigh position which, withc ' dispa-

monials arc of a high order. During the ill-

ness of the classical tutor at University Col- |
lege, he was selected by Dr. McCaul to supply .
his place, and he is now Assistant Classical .

Master at Upper Canada College.

Mc. Woods

'
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is expected to take charge of the classical
department in the Grammar School early in
November, the mathematical department re-
waining in charge of Mr. Gordon.”——Neuws.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

At ameeting of the Board of Trustees, held on
the 9th instant, the Rev. John C. Murray, of
Paisley, in Scotland, was unanimously appoint-
ed to fill the chair of Logic and Mental and Moral
Philosophy in the University of Queen’'s Colle-
ge. The new Professor was a favourite of the
Iate Sir William Mamilton, of Edinburgh, and
his testimonials arc of the very highest order.
Throughout his College course he distinguished
himself in all the departmenis of study, but es-
pecially inthat which be will nuw teach. Since
leaving College, he has made Mental Philuso-
pby bis favourite study, havieg spent a year in
Germany with that view, and baving also filled-
the office of President of the Metaphysical So-
ciety of Edinburgh. The Rev. Mr. Murray is
a son of the Provost of the Burgh of Paisley,
where ho is not less esteemed for his amiable
disposition than for his varied accomplishments
as a scholar. He is expected to reach Kingston
early in November, to assume the duties of his
chair.—Kingston News.

ADDRESS OF QUEEN'S CULLEGE.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Vis-
count Charles Stanley Monck, Governor Gene-
ral of British North America, &c., §c.

May 17 rLEASE YoGR ExciLiExcy,—We, the
Board of Trustees and Senate, with the gradu-
ates and students of the University of Queen's
College, gladly embrace the opportunity of
this your first visit to Xingston to offer to your
Excellency our most respectful anl hearty
welcome, and anew to tender the expression of
our devuted attachment and loyalty to Her
Most Gracious Majesty's person and govern-
ment, through you as her Representative in
this part of the Empire.

Of the bhigher educational institutions now
in operation in Canada West, the University
which we have the honour to represent is the
oldest, being the first incorporated by Provin-
cinl Charter, and the first which obtained o
Charter from the Crown. The seat of the Cni-
versity was fixed at Kingston as the most cen-
tral locality in the United Provinces, and as
being then in alllikelihood destined to continue
the Metropolis of Caunada, having been chosen
as the seat of Government once by the Privy

" Council at home, and next by one of the most

able of your Excellency’s predecessors.

Uuder the charter of Her Most Gracious Ma-
jesty, whose name our College bears, its oper-
ations have been conducted fur the last twenty
years, and although in a great measurc unaided
and deprived of its just share in the public Uni-
versity endowment,we cato point,and with well-
founded satisfaction for the success of its efforts,
1 the yearly increasing number of its students,

sagement to others, it ie admitted to hold
among the Tniversities of Canada. Although
connccted with the Presbyteriuns of the Church
of Scotland, no religions tests are required
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irom its undergraduates and graduates, and its
professors and students belong to all the lead-
ing denominations in the Province.

It is our sincere and earnest prayer that God
may bless your Excellency and family in all
the relations of life, and make your administra-
tion of your exalted office a source of satisfac-
tion to yourself and of lasting beneiit to Cana-
da and to the Empire.

JOBN HAMILTON,
Chairman Board of Trustees.

Signed on behalf of the Senate by
JAMES WILLIAMSON.

His Excellency read very distinctly the fol-
lowing reply :—
To the Board of Trustees and Senate, with the
Graduuter and Students of the University of
Queen's College :

GexrtLeyEN,—I receive with much satisfac-
tion your address of welcome on my arrival at
Kingston, and the expression of your feelings
of attachment to our Sovereign.

I am gratified to learn from you that the
oldest of the higher educational institutions of
Canads sti!l retains in its operations all the
vigor and elasticity of youth, and that the
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liberal spirit in which it is conducted has ren-
dered the advantages it affords available to all
clagses of the people.

I thank you most cordially for your kind
wishes for my family, and I wish you increased
success in the prosecution of your beneficent
labours.

Oct. T, 1862.

THE MORRIN COLLEGE, QUEBEC.

We learn with pleasure, from the Quebec
newspapers, that the first session of Morrin
College is to commence in the beginning of
this month. The Corporatien of the College
have, we learn, acquired from the Government
a site for the future College, and meanwhile
the classes will meet in the Music Hall. The
Rev. Edwin Hatch, B. A., late of Trinity Col-
lege, Toronto, has been appointed Professor of
Logic and Classics, and is for the present the
ounly professor in the institution.

We wish the institution much success. Lower
Canada with its sparse English-speaking popu-
lation, and its overwhelming mass of Roman-
ism, needs the leavening of sound Protestant
institutions, in which the higher education can
be aftorded.

@ommunications.

CATACOMBS AND CHURCH ORDER.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,—In common with several of my ac-
quaintances, subscribers to your excellent Jour-
nal, I have been much astonished at the offen-
sive contents of an article headed ¢ Roman
Catacombs No. VI,” which appeared in your
September issue. Probably from want of taste
I bad uot been & reader of the Catacomb series
of articles ; nor would I in all probability have
read No. VI, had not a friend, struck in glan-
cing over it by the words Episcopalian and Pres-
byterian, called my attention to the statements
which it contains with regard to the relative
antiquity of Presbytery aud Prelacy. Had
these statements comeo from an Episcopal dea-
con, instead of from one who has the honour to
be a Presbyterian minister, no one would bhave
had reason to be astonished. Butin your num-
ber for May, you tell us that the Catacomb
articles were being written expressly for The
Presbyterian by & ¢ Minister of our Church.”
The knowledge of this fact bas caused the
letter to give double offence to many who
have read it. Some of my cross-tempered
friecnds got almost furious about it. Others
of milder disnosition said that it must be the
production of g Levite of tender age, and ex-
pressed a hope that advancing years would
give bim a fuller insight into ecclegiastical his-
tory, a clearer method of expressing the opi-
nions which he had gathered, and a bette:
sense of his duty to that Church of which he
vowed, at the most solemn moment of his exis-
tence, to be a faithful and affectionate minister.
In relating this, I must say that you too came
in for a share of blame. Shoull “No. VI"

have been inserted in a Presbyterian paper?.
Charity compels me to belicve that like myself
you have not been & reader of the Catacomh
articles.
ithough the September article has given

general and just offence, it is not probable that
its writer has weakened the faith of any one in
the primitive and apostolic character of out

beloved Church. The discussion is entered

into by your anti-Presbyterian correspondent,
as the French say, @ propos de bottes. The
Roman Cutacombs throw, he admits, little new

light on the condition of the early Roman
Church. But yet, on the strength of these Ca-
tacombs, he goes on to argue with silly dog-
matism that Episcopacy is the original form,

and Presbytery an innovation. Who is this
geniug who decides with a stroke of his pen
this long-vexed point? If he is little of &
scholar, (and his article warrants us in think-
ing so0), then what shall we say of the calm
assumption with which he gives out his anti-
Presbyterian opinions? If, notwithstanding

his style, he chances to be somewhat of a
scholar, and is blessed with something more
than a little Latin and less Greek, then what
could not be said of the folly with which he

decides, in a few ill-connected sentences, gues-
tions which huve divided thoe Reformed Church?
Lord Macaulay, in one of his Essays, alludes
to the rival claims of the Churches, and de-
clares strongly that, notwithstanding Anglican

fellowships and Anglican acquircments, more

than one-half of tbe learning and wisdom of
Protestant Europe has been opposed uttorly to

Episcopal pretensions. The good taste with
which this anti-Presbyterian Presbylerian cler-

gyman dogmatises against Presbytery, is only
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equalled by that with which he sends such
effusions to a Presbyterian paper. I do hope
that no more such opinions will find their
way into & paper so much esteemed by good
Churchmen as The Presbyterian.

Yoar correspondent says that whatsver may
have been the order of things instituted by the
Apostles, it certainly was no more Presbyte-
rian than Episcopalian. Now, if it were per-
mitted to quibble about words, this might in a
sense be true. The worde Presbuteros and
Episcopos are admitted, by Prelatic as well as by
Presbyterian writers, to be used indifferently
by the Apostles in their letters to the churches;
and in this understanding of the words, no
doubt the ‘“state of things” instituted by the
Apostles was as much Episcopalian as Presby-
rian. All admit that the same officers of the
Church were sometimes called bishops and
sometimes presbyters in the apostolic writings.
But what all Presbyterians worthy of the hon-
oured name, do deny, is that there is any war-
rant, either in God's Word, or in the custom
of the Church for more than one hundred years
after our Lord’s death, for the Prelacy or Dio-
cesan Episcopacy, which, with other corrup-
tions, soon after crept in to deface the beauty
and to destroy the order of Christ’s house. Tt
is this Prelacy which our Presbyterian Church,
in its various branches, and a&ll its faithful
ministers and people, unite in repudiating.
And assuredly the eminent writers who have
defended our Church’s doctrine and order, have
given strong reasons in defence of them. Even
Episcopalians bave admitted that Presbytery
can be made out of the writings of the earlier
Fathers. And yet we have a Presbyterian
minister, in the course of an article on the
Roman Catacombs, asserting that there i3 no
doubt of the greater antiquity of that Black
Prelacy, which was such a curse to the land
to which we owe our origin and our faith.
Has your correspondent read Dr. Campbell on
the origin of Episcopacy ? If so, be has taken
up a most senseless view of the writings of
that grand old divine. His letter is as con-
fused as'it is out of place.

One good thing your correspondent has done.
He has awakened Church feeling in many who
have read his article. But this matter should
not stop here. The various Presbyteries, the
Synod itself, should see to it that no man gets
orders in the Church without at least some
slight superficial knowledge of the arguments for
Presbytery. 1t would not then be the Church’s
fault if earnest Presbyterians were occasionally
annoyed by such productions as this Septem-
ber article. The holy office of the ministry
has been conferred on the author of that letter.
Instead of attacking Presbyterian order, it
should be his highest boast and greatest pride
that he bas been set apart to be onc of the
humblest bearers of the Churel’s commission.

A Lavyax.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GOVERNMENT.
Ty the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,—I think your readers owe much to your
correspondent who has been searching out, and
compiling for us in a brief and readable forn,
information concerning that most interesting
subject, the Roman Catacombs. Some few er-

-~
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rors do indeed appear in his letters concerning
them ; but he has evidently sought his infor-
mation from reliable sources, and has on the
whole faithfully transcribed his authors’ views.
As far as the Catacombs are concerned, we
owe him thanks. Butne sulor uitra crepidam.
He shouldn’t attempt to meddle with Church
history. He evidently knows nothing about it.
Although it is not perhaps very difficult in
these days of books, of manuals, of ¢ guides”
innumerable, to get up something on the Cata-
combs, it is a frightfully rash thing to eschew
the caution ascribed to the angels, and to rush
into the controverted points of church his-
tory and church order. But with what autho-
rity your correspondent speaks! “I am Sir
Oracle, let no dog bark.” But unforturately
those who have barked on church order are
among the very ablest of Protestant divines,
and of these a majority have differed altogether
in opinion from your worthy correspondent. Is
it pot, under these circumstances, somewhat
absurd of your Catacomb contributor to be so
flippant on the subject 7 I am, I confess, though
but a dweller in the backwoods, slighty inflict
ed with odium theologicum, and consequently
fond of reading controversial books. In the
course of my studies I have often come across
Episcopal writers; and if I have sometimes
met arguments almost as pithless as your cor-
respondent’s, I must confess that 1 have never
from one of them met with such positive dog-
matism and self-satisfied statement. It isbut
fair to say too, that the greatdocters who have
defended Anglican views do so, for the most
part, in an inficitely more hurable and less con-
fident spirit than that assumed by your corres-
pondent.

In the meantime, as we owe this anti-Presby-
terian thanks for his articles, let me give him a
little advice. Camphell, though a very lucid
writer, is probably in bis presect state of know-
ledge, o little beyond him. Hill, though not
perhaps such a powerful athlete of the faith,
will probably answer the purpose better. Let
Bim read that able man humbly, carefully, re-
peatedly ; and although he may not be able
cither to make him think or write clearly on
difficult points, he will at least corvince bim
that there are two sides to the gquestion as to
the apostolic origin of Diocesan Episcopacy.

A PRESBYTERIAN.

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN FATHERS.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,—Without pausing to express the sur-
prise and indignation which might naturally
be produced in the mind of any true-hearted
Presbyterian, upon rcading the article upon
“ Roman Catacombs,” contained in your last
rumber, I shall proceed to call in question the
rash statements of its author, by a direct ap-
peal to the early Cbristian Fathers.

Let us first examine the testimony of Clem-
ent of Rome, in whose cpistle to the Corin-
thians it is affirmed that ¢ the tendency to the
Episcopal form of church government is alrea-
dy plainly discernible.” In the 42nd, 43rd, and
44th sections of that epistle may be found the
following passages: ¢The apostles going
about preaching through countries and cities
* appointed the first-fruits of their ministry to be
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Bishops and Deacons ;" without one word of &
third aud superior order. Again, ““the Apos-
tles knew, by our Lord Jesus Christ, that
contentions would arise about the neme of
Episcopacy, and therefore, having perfect fore-
knowledge of this, they appointed persons, as
we bave before said, and gave direction how,
when they should die, other chosen and ap-
proved men should succeed in their ministry.
Wherefore we can not think that those may be
justly thrown out of their ministry who were
cither appointed by them, or afterwaras chosen
by other cminent men with the consent of the
whole church. For it would be no small sin in
us, should we cast off those from their Episco-
petc, who holily and without blame fulfil the
duties of it. Blessed are those Presbyters who
having finished their course before these times,
have obiained a perfect and fruitful dissola-
tion.” And subscquently he tells the Corin-
thian Christians that it is a very great shame,
and unworthy their profession, that they should
be led by one or two persons into a sedition
agsinst their Presbyters, exhorting them to be
in peace with the Presbyters, and to submit
themselves unto them.

In these quotstions we find Clemceat speaking
of a plurality of Bishops for the same city, and
using the title interchangeably with that of
Presbyter, but not one hint does he give of any
distinction ketween the offices they held, which
could be construed into authority for Diocesan
Episcopacy.

In the passage which is triumpbantly quoted
by the fricnds of prelacy, he refers to the three
orders of the Jewish cconomy, but he likewise
speaks of the four classes of officers in the or-
ganization of an army, so that it no mere con-
tains an intimauon of three than of four orders
in the Christinn ministry, but is merely an in-
junctioa to the Corinthians to submit to their
pastors and to ohserve ecclesiastical order.

Hermas, who comes next, ia his fancifal com-
position of #the Pastor,” clearly refers to but
firo orders in the Christian Church: “ Bishops
and Presidents of the Church, and such as have
been set over inferior ministerics, aad have
protecied the poor and widows.”

The episiles of Ignatius arce so avowedly cor-
rupted and obiiterated by interpolal’ .us of a
later date, that ther are acknowledged by
Episcopalians themselves to be of doubtful au-
tharity ; 3¢t these veoy cpisties—-which the
explorer of the Catacomhs assures us iacon-
trovertibly prove that at the closc of the Apo-
stolic age, Episcopacy was a well developed
sysiem,—represent a Bishop as simply the pas-
tor of a sizgle congregation, whose dnty it was
to be present whenever the fock came together
for warship, and to be personally acquainted
with every individual in ity and morcover who
was the azly person anthorized Lo edmizisler
3¢ serTanents,—a fact in iteelf subversive of
Diyceran Jpiscopacy.

It is worthy of particalar notice that this
favorite father of Episcapalians speaks, not of
the Bishaps, bat of the Presbyters, as the sac-
cessors of the Apastles—thus, so far from

advocating the claims of an hierarchy, giving |

bis testimony in favour of Presdricrianisa.
Papias, Rishop of Hicrapolis, who lived about
the year 110, and was 3 eates of Joha and
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companion of Polycar,, unmistakably places
Bishops and Presbyters upon the same footing,
calling even the Apostles by the latter name.

Ircnzeus, who was a disciple of Polycarp,
speaks it one place of the succession from the
Apostles to the Bisbops, and in another place
ascribed the same succession to the Presbyters;
calls Polycarp a Presbyter, and styles the Bi-
shops of Rome in one instance Bishops, in
another Presbyters. In short, had it been his
express object to prove that the titles Aposto-
lical, Presbricrial, and Episcopal succession
were used interchangeably, he could not have
succeeded in doing so more conclusively, there-
by completely refuting the allegation that after
the death of the Aposties the title * Bishop”
‘vas confined to & higher order of clergy.

e find Clement of Alexandria stating that
in the Church the Presbyters werc entrasted
with the dignified ministry; the Deacons with
the subordinate; applying the apostolic in-
junction rzgarding marriage, in onc sentence
to Bishops, in another to Presbyters, and com-
Laring the grades of church ofticers with those
of angels, of which there are but tiro—archan-
gels and angels. And if this Father gives
any suthority for confirmation, as it is claimed
he does, he distinctly ascribes it 1o Presbyters.

It will be scen from this brief survey of the
Christian Fathers that during the first two cen-
turics they are unanimous in their testimony
regarding the cquality of r_nk of Bishops and
Presbyters, and in referring to but two orders
in the primitive church.

Not one instance can we §nd of the rite of
i Confirmation, the administration of which is
confined to Bishops, much less of any Presby-
ters receiving a second ordination as Bishop.
It is lefl to any person of candour and bonesty,
who considers these and other similar facts
which might be adduced, to say whether there,
is greater authority for the Presbyierian or
; Episcopal form of Church goverament.

Decidedly the most plausible argument in fa-
vour of prelacy is its early cstablishment, as it
is ackuowledged to have been the existing form
carly in the fourth century, and we are reasona-
bly called upon by its advocates to acconnt for
its introduction. We¢ are told by them thatitis
« extremel; improbable it should have been an
; innovation of human ambition, as such a sap-

position would be utterly inconsistent with
| the picty, zeal, and scif-denial manifested by
{ the ministers of the post-apostolic age; that
ccclesinstical pre-eminence weas rather to be
. avoided than desived, as cxposiag its posscs-
sors morc prominently to persccution from
their pagan cacmics; that cvea supposing the
clergy o have been ambitions, and to have
bad sufficient temptation *o ingte them to ca-
croach upea the libesiies of their brother mi-
. nisters, it is not at all Lkely that the lstter
| wounld have meckly sabmitted to such an uswr-
. pation, and that it could not havte been forci-
i bly accomplished without & coantest, of which
! we kear nothiag in bistory.
. Now those who arc salisfhied with this vea-

soning will £ad it eqeally cajable of support-
ing the pepary, as it is an indisputable faect
¢ that the Bishiop of Rome had acquived a pre-

emiacnce over all other biskops catiy ia the
+ foarth ceatory.

e A s wee mes e
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But with regard to the first statement that
it is incredible that holy and devoted men
should be guilty of av ambitious and tyranai-
cal usurpation of power, for which they had
no scriptural authority,—we find that even our
Saviour's immediate disciples disputed as to
who should be the greatest; that the Apostles
frequently rebuked the Church in their day for
itg love of power, and its pride, 1 Peter, v. 3,
Jobhn iii. 9, and that in 2 Thess. ii. 7 thereisan
allusion to the working of that mystery of ini-
quity, which finally developed itself into the
papal hierarchy. The writings of the Fathers,
howerer, contain abundant evidence that am-
bition and corruption wereat work in the Church
from the earliest ages. Thus in Euscbius we
read of a fierce conflict between Victor, Bishop
of Rome, and Polycrates of Ephesus, which
took place in the sccond centurs. Hermas
speaks of those who had “envy and strife
among themselves concerning dignity and pre-
eminence.” Crprian tells us that in his day,
‘ the religion of the clergy slackened and de-
cayed, and that Bishops left their cbarges and
wandered about in search of disreputable gain.”
Origea refers in the most severe terms to the
vices of the clergy, and tells us that % the pas-
tors of God's people suffered nonc, not even
though it might be the chicfest of Christ's dis-
ciples, to be equal with themselves.”

We need feel no surprise at the silence of
bistory upon the various steps of this clerical
encroachment, when we remember that liters-
turo was almost wholly in the hands of eccle-
sinstics, whose object fit would be to keep us
in the dark, and that many important books
writien during the first three centurics have
been lost.  Nor is it difficult to understand the
quict submission with which it was received
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by both ministers and people, when we consi-
der the gradual nature of the change, and the
gross ignorance of those nations among whom
the gospel first spread.

Both Mosheim and Gibbon give an account
of the probable rise and esteblishment of pre-
lacy; in which they agree that it is of human
origin, and differed from the primitive form of
church goverament.

Having glanced thus briefly at the testimony
of the Fathers, and of modern historiaas, I
shall conclude by remarking that while it i3
our duty and should be our delight to live in
! peace and love with every branch of the Chris-
tian Church, anad to rejoice in the general pros-
perity of Ziop, it is likewise incumbeat upon
us to devote our first energies to building up
that branch of it with which we are specially
connected, so that while avoiding bigoiry, we
we may not fall into latitudinarianism. And
whilegiving to all other formsof church govern-
ment the praise and admiration which are their
due, let us not through ignorance or luke-
warmuness suffer others to set aside the claims
of our own to Scriptural authority, far less
presume ourselves to do so.

If your correspondent in reading Maitland
and other Episcopalian authors upon the Cata-
combs, would content himself with gleaning
their facts upon that subject without also bor-
rowing their opinions as to Church govern-
ment, xnd divect bis attention for a short time
to such Presbyterian swriters as Miller, Smyth,
and King, he would doubtle:s be cured of his
Episcopalian leanings, and learn to uphold his
own Church, as approaching more nearly than

any other to the Apestolical modcl.

A TrUE PRESEYTERIAN,

Homan Eatacombs.
No. VIIL

THE DOCTRINES OF THE EARLY
CHURCH.

We may scem to be looking to the Ca-

' posed to the teaching of Chrisi. But af-
i ter making all allowances, and above all
. guarding watchfuliy against a too literal

tacombs for more than they can reasonably ¢ interpretation of the language of gricf, we
be expected to yield, if we proceed to ex- | nay safely accept the voice from the Ca-
tract from them an cxpression of Chris- | tacombs as the truest and grandest which
tian doctrine: for it is not when under the ; has reached usfrom the post-apostelic age.
dark cloud of sorrow that men give care- | It is often low and indistinet; it tells us
ful atterance to their belief  The soul is | kittle or nothing of its precise rendering of
then apt to pour itself forth in words of | certain cardinal truths.  But in this it
agony, which imply much that in its calm- ; probably represents the Church  above
er moods it would repress: and more es- ¢ ground : for this was the agaof action, not
pecially will this be the case where con- | of thought, when the militant virtues of
ventionality and custom have not stereo- | the soul were called into play, lzn?. the in-
typed the form of its lament, and thas ve- ; tellect little cultivated.  Men believed with
almained its natural outflow. So truc in- | fervent faith in Christ as Lord, a~d God
deed is this, that, unless it be bomne in ; and Saviour; they loved Him and wor-
mind, the epitaphs may in cerlain instances | shipped Him and trusted in Iim, but
misdead and favour the opinion that doc- | thought not of attempling to define His
trines were held in the Early Church, op- | relation to their and His Tlcavenly Father.
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There were parties in the Charch : some
adhered to Paul, some to Cephas, others
to Apollos; yet these divisions were schis-
matical not heretical. It is true that he-
resies likewise soon sprung up. It would
bave betokened il for the intellectual life
of the Early Church had there been none:
but 1ill the cessation of persecution had
given the Church at large opportunity to
sift and reduce its fzith to formule, these
heresies probably disturbed its peace to no
very great extent.  Althougl therefore a
study of the Catacombs disappoints us here,
they zeveal the strength of that higher, be-
cause more active. faith that distinguishes
the primitive age from all that have sue-
ceeded it. They teach us in what light
to view it; they point out its noblest as-
pect. They thercfore reprove that spirit
of unfair criticism which would depreciate
it on account of the many germs of error
which it fostered, and hold forth for our
admiration and iwitation, the meekness,
the gentleness, the courage of the perse-
cuted Christian.

And after all, the religious character of
an age or people cannot be better studied
than in their graveyands. How expres-
give are the tombstoncs of the middle
ages of that chivalrous enthusiasm, allied
to religion, which excited and exhausted
jtself in the Crasades! IHow indicative is
an old churchyard of the Heformation,
with its rows of mural tablets each sur
mousnted by a skull and cross-bones, of the
spirit which pervaded it,—stern, fierce and
roelancholy, which seemed to take a gloomy
pleasure in arraying death in its most re-
pulsive aspeet! and may we not aceept as
a hopeful sign of & true phase of faith the
custom now 5o prevalent of strewing the
graves with flowers—fit cmblems of the
reswrtection? In the dark vrults of the
Catacombs no flower could blow, but every
object no less emphatically bespeaks the
glorious hope of cverlasting hife which
cheered the comforlless cnnh?y life of their
occupants.  Here they could look for
nought but persecution and tribulation :
they had enlisted under the banner of the
eross, knowing fuil well that they would be
called to bear hardship as good soldiers of
Jesus Christ.  From infancy to old age
they were living in constant apprehension,
and ever and anon 7 violent death scemed
imminent. This world thercfore offered
few inducements. They would be willing to
day in it while they had still work to do
Yor their masler, but their cyes would ever
turn to the better world beyond, and to
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death the portal of that better world”
There is therefore an absencs of all gloom-
iness in the prospect of death, not only in
the inscriptions but also in the symbols
and paintings, With few exceptions, the
epitaphs breathe a spirit of submission and
hopefulness. * Mayest thou live in God ¥
“ Mayest thou rest in God:® “ May thy
sleep be sweet,” are the wishes often re-
peated over the praves of those who
had here experienced little rest, and had
longed for the stillness of the grave, and
that rest of endless activity in God's pre-
sence, to which death wonld admit them.
No emblem occars more frequently than
the dove and olive leaf; the palm branch,
the sign of victory over sim, the world,
death and the devil; the anchor of hope;
while no painting is known to exist jllus-
trative of dcath as the destroyer. Neot
even in the death of Christ pictorially re-
presented. They delighted especially in
recognising him as the good shepherd
who had gathered them when wandering
from the fold on the monatains of error,
but they never attempted to depict his suf-
ferings. They wers too sacred to be thus
expressed.  But another reason may have
been, that their minds dwelt more habi-
tually on the resurrection and His cternal
life at the Father's right hand. Death
was always staring them in the face.  They
needed not to be reminded of it. But
they did need {o encourage and strengthen
themselves with the assurance of that
higher life of which the resurrection taught
them death was the birth.

The inscriptions likewise show how ef
fectually the gospel repressed the natural
spirit of revenge and Dbitterness which
must have been particularly strong in those
who had adopted Christirnity late in life
and been accustomed to mive free scope to
their passions.  In the whole body of in-
scriptions hardly an expression of retalia-
tion against thewr enemies occurs.  There
are words of sorrow ’nd Tegret, but sel-
dom words of revenge.

These cemeteries are therefore cloquent
witnesses to the strength of the faith that
supported the Early C?mrch, aud they beau-
tfully indicate what were the truths to
which the carly Christian clung with most
affection, and how these truths affected
him.

While then to the history of speculative
theology they afford little information,
they bear unequivocal testimony to the
spint of meckness, gentleness and faithy,
which inspited the carliest adherents to
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the religion of Jesus. Whatever their pre-
cise definition of Christian doctrine may
have been, they had certainly imbibed the
power of Christian truth, and displayed to
the world then as coavincingly as their
graves now do to us, practical examples of
the blessed and mighty influence of the
light and life-giving Word.

Yet we may frequently discover traces
of even their doctrinal belicf. Here how-
aver we enter on debatable ground. To
this point most writers on the Catacombs
tend as to their desired goal, and bere
therefore their work is sometimes maost un-
satisfactory, as preconceived opinion and
prejudged conclusions teo ofien bias their
Jjudgment. The question upon which the
epitaphs perhaps throw most Jight, are
those of prayers for the dead and the in-
vocation of saints. With regard to the
former, Bishop Kip ssrites: * Among more
than three thousand monumental slabs as-
ranged in the Lapidarian gallery by the
Papal authorities, the writer was able to
discover nothing which sanctioned this er-
ror, Bor could he in the voluminous works
of Bosio and Arrenghi, the result of more
than thirty years' labour.  Thereis nothing
which conveys the idea that they sup-
posed any change was effected in the con-
dition of the dead by the petitions of the
living. The utinost that can be discovered
js an cjaculatory wish, the off-spring of
fond affection, whick would thus pursue
the object of its love beyond the grave.
It is rather the expression of a wish than
a petition for the departed soul” He
quotes as examples the following :

“Ezuperius, mayest thow rest in peace.
She lived 23 years.”

« Mayest thou be tn peace and benedic-
tion, O Sufusatius)”

“Good Faustina, mayest thou live in
Gd‘”

“ Bolosa, may God refresk thee”

Y Amesimnus to Rufina, my dearest
wife, the welldeserving, may God refresh
t]ly ‘?’,iri&"

Dr. Maitland admits having found one
undated inscription with era pro nobis.

On the other hard, Mr. Northeote, who
had access to Dr. Rossi's unpublished col-
lection of epitaphs, gives the following as
decisive of the !;{oman Catholic view:

© Remember him, @ God, for cver.”

* May the Lord God refresh thy spirit
in Christ."

« Lord, et ot the spirit of Veaus be at
any time s darkncess."
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¥ Zosimus, mayest thow live in the name
of Christ.”

He asserts that there aroc many others
quite as conclusive.

Even admitting that the above were more
than mere cjaculations, the allimportant
question arises: To what precise age do
they belong? for if of the latter part of
the fourth century, they prove littls or no-
thing respecting the belief of the primitive
Christians. The rarity indeed of anything
which can with even plausibility be inter-
preted as a prayer, forms a strong presump-
tion, if not a conclusive argument, against
the formal belief then of what has since
become so important and useful a dogma
of the Romish church. As a natural im-
pulse impels men to pray for the departed,
and as the custom was common among
pagans ; as, moreover, freer seope was then
given to the expression of feeling than now,
when Christian doctrines have been re-
duced within the restricting limits of a
symbol, and an ungnarded word may ex-
pose one to the charge of heterodoxy, it
necd be a matter of no surprise if undenia-
ble proof shonld be produced that prayers
were now and then, from the very first, of-
fered up for the dead.

In the Catacombs we can certainly dis-
cover the clements of saint worship. From
the accuracy with which the day of the
month on which the deaths occurred was
recorded, and the almost universal omwission
of the year, we may infer that the anniver-
sary of the decease was ceebrated as s re-
ligious festival. At first the custom was
without doubt harmless, if not beneficial ;
but seon it would assume an objectionable
aspect, especizally in the case of those who
by their prominent position in the chareh,
or their superior sanctity or sufferings, had
merited unusual respect. A few steps
would lend the church to saint worship,
and to all those errors and evils which have
sprung from it. The same tendency is te-
markable in the post-apostolic writin
ang it soon occasioned discord within the
Christian bedy ; for such supreme deferense
came to be paid to those who in time of
pewsecution bzd displayed nnwonted cou-
tage, or suffered bonds or imprisonment,
that their opinion was regarded as oraca-
lar, and when at vasiance with that of the
Bishop, was followed in opposition to his.
Endless troubles and bitter schisms were
the immediate fruit of this hero-worship 3
the most degraded form of Christirnity
has been its tiper froit.

If such reverence was paid the saint in
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this world, it would naturslly follow him
to the next; and the votary, who had here
looked up to him implicitly for guidance,
would then appeal to him for help, believ-
ing that he, who in this world displayed
such sanctity, would be-more acceptably
heard by the Almighty, in whose presence
he then stood, than he, and that his inter-
cession would be omnipotent. It wonld
require no lengthy period for saint-worship
to grow up,—for respect to become reve-
rence, and reverence adoration; for there
was a flexibility in the early Church such
as has never since been witnessed. Men
were not on their guard against the intru-
sion of error, till error had been seen to be
such. Hence it easily found admission
where least cxpected, and once in was not
casily expelled. Nevertheless, we cannot
believe that the inscriptions quoted Ly Ro-
man Catholic writers, as confirmatory of
their doctrine of the invocation of saints,
are much to the point, for they display few
characteristics of very early epitapbs. The
following are from Mr. Northeote:

“ durelius Agapetus and Aurclia Feli-
cisstma lo their most cxcellent foster child
Felicitas, and pray for your hushand Cel-
sintanus.”

® Pray for your parent Matrona, who
tived 1 year and 52 days.”

* Dionysius, our innocent child, lies here
with the saints, (2 most unusnal expression)
and remember us in your prayers, both us
cho engraved, and me who write.”

Associated with the ductring of saint-
worship is that ol the worship of the Vir-
in, which has at times in the Romish
hurch threatened to supplant the very
worship of God. To it, however, the Cata-
combs give no support. ller name is not
known to cxist in any inscription carlier
than the 4th century, and when represented
in fresco painting she appears the very pic-
ture of modesty, and occupies a position
quite subordinate to herson. Nor do they
give us grounds to think that the doctrine
of angels, as it was wrought out in the Ce-
lestial Hicrarchy of Dionysiug, and accept
ed afterwards by the Latin Church, was
held by the primitive Christians of Rome.
That forgery cmanated from the East, and
though there at an early period, protably
before the Christian crs, there may have

been Jaid in the popular superstition, the |

foundation of that grand imaginative fabric
which the pseudo-Diongsius erected, the
Catacombs discourage the belief that in the
West these fictions had been circalated
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and entertained. Angels are mentioned as
bearing away the souls of the departed, in
expressions which scripture almost war-
rants; but there 18 no trace of that won-
derful classification of the hosis of heaven
and bell, on which the Church afterwards
exhavusted its ingenuity.

On other more important doctrines the
Catacombs are said to bear direct, as well
as incidental evidence. In the body of in-
scriptions about to be published by the
Comamission of Sacred Archaology, there
are said to be several bearing on the doc-
trine of the Trinity; but, from the absence
of any such among the hundreds which
have already appeared, we need expect but
little help from them in the contest with
Unitarianism.

Roman Catholic writers find likewise in
a number of incidental circumstances proof
satisfactory to themselves of the primitive
belief in transubstantiation. There are
chapels in the Catacombs excavated, in all
probability, before a martyr’s or a bishop’s
grave, which may in some cases have been
the work of the early Christians themsclves,
but which were in almost all instances re-
decorated and altered afterwards, Over
some of the graves there seems to have
been a stone slab, used as an altar, and the
fact of its being stone is supposed to prove
that the elements must have been offered
on it as an oblation. The niche also near
the grave must have served as the credence
table, on which the clemecnts are placed
previous to their consecration in the mo-
dern church.

All this may be true enough and yct
prove nothing, till evidence can be pro-
duced that the altar so used was erected
before a given thne, and that the ideas of
a stone altar and a sacrifice were then in-
separable. But cven then the ultimate ap-
peal would be to scripture, and to scripture
shoald the first resort be had ; for reference
to the primitive age in all maiters of doc-
tring is only likely to mislead.  An undue
deference to Patristic. theology is seen to
conduct to Roman Catholicism, for in the
carlicst Christian writings there may be
found the sceds of almost alt the peculiar
doctrines of that church.

The Catacombs, however, point out in
their numerous paintings the broad lines
of belief entertained by the Church.  Pic-
torial illustration could do no more than
indicate these in a gencral way ; bat this
they do maest emphatically. The large
proporiion of subjects denved from the
Old Testament evinces their respect for that



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

portion of the Holy Scriptures, and the in-
cidents chosen from it all refer typically,
symbolically, or doctrinally to Christ and
his work : Christ in paradise; Adam and
Eve receiving the punishment of their sins;
Noah in the ark; Abraham offering up his
son Isaac; Moses receiving the law ; strik-
iog water from the rock ; Jonab,in all the
different stages of his life; Daniel, as de-
livered from the lions, and his companions
in the fiery furnace ; are subjects often re-
peated, and they all have an intimate bear-
ing on the leading traths of the Christian
religion,—on sin, the law, the atonement,
and the resurrection. And from the New
Testament are selected chiefly such sub-
jects as represented Christ as the merciful
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Saviour, the king supreme over life, but
above all as the vanquisher of death and
the grave. Numerous also are the em-
blems which refer to the sacraments of
Baptism and the Eucharist; but from the
nature of the case all such testimony must
be vague and inconclusive when used in
the doctrinal contest, which bhas occupied
so much of the energies of the Church.
One thing however is certain, that if they
afford but blunt weapons to the Protestant,
they yield but little or no support to the
Catholic : for no contrast can be stronger
than that between modern Rome, as repre-
sented by St. Peter’s and the Vatican, and
the Rome of the Catacombs.

Hlscellameons.

Quisr TamsgiNGg.—* Quiet thinking seems
now quite out of fashion,” “and many koow
more of what is passing on the other side of
the globe than of the working of their own
souls.” The weariness so many feel in being
alone, the hours we have often heard called so
¢ interminable” by young persons, and even
those in mature life, when by chance they bave
had co fricud to chat with through the after-
neon or evening, the long hours and the weari-
ness of the Sabbath to so many, if detained
from the public services of religion, evince a
deep want somewhere, a want of inward resour-
ces, and of an independent spiritual life, that
augurs but il for the true well-being and
growth of the individual. To live spiritually,
10 makKe the anseen real, to feel the constrain-
ing influcnce of spiritual motives and affections,
the * still bour,” the hour of daily communion
with God, is absolutely needed ; for if faith |
without works is dead, faith without prayer 2nd |
communion is an absolute nonentity.

Sapsrss.—There is a mysterious feeling that
frequently passes like 2 cloud over the spirits.
It comcs upon the soul in the busy bustic of
life, in the social circle, in the calm and silent
retreats of solitude. Its powers are alike
supreme over the weak and the iron-hearted.
Atonc time it is caused by the flitting of a
single thought across the mind. Again, a
sound will come booming across the acean of
memory, gloomy and solemn as the death-kacl),
over-shadowing all the bright hopes and sanny
feelings of the heart.  Who ean describe, and
yet who has not felt its bewildering influcnce?
Stil}, itis a delicions sorrow ; and like & clond
dimming the sunshinc of the river, nlthough
csusing o momentary shade of gloom, it cn-
hances the beauty of returaing brightness.

Diving GryrrosiTy.—O0 {riends and trcthren
in Christ! be genereus? In your thirkings,
your actings, your givings, be geacrous. The
Lord loveth a cheerful giver. Give as the

Son of God has given you. Al in the Bible is

generous ; yet we are not generous! All in
God is generous; yet we are not generous! All
in Christ is generous; yet we are not generous |
We give littie to God, and we grudge the little
that we give. We spend our money on dress,
or luxuries, or vanitics, t:ll we have none left
for God. We lcve our apparel, our comforts,
our meat, and our drink better than we love
our Lord! The drunkards of this land spend
their millions oa stroag driak, the Christians
only their thousands. The drunkard loves bis
glass better than the Christinn loves his Lord!
Oh, shame, shame! Is this Christianity ? Is
this religion ?  Are these the followers of Him
who, though He was rich, for our sakes became
poor?

Tur VreLocity oF Licat.—The velocity with
which light travels is so inconceivable that we
require to make it intelligible by some illusira-
tions. It moves from the sun to the earth in
71 minutes; whereas, 2 cannon-ball fired
from the carth would require 17T years
to reach the sun. Light travels through a
space cqual to the circumference of the earth, or
about 25,000 miles, in about the Sth part of
a stcond. The swiftest bird would require
3 weeks to perform the journey. Light
would demonstrably require 5 years to move
from the nearest fixed star to the earth, and
probably many thousand years from the most
remote star scen by the telescone.  IHence, if
a remote sisible star had been created at the
tume of the creation of man, it may not yet have
become visible to our system.

Faitn A TrLrscorr.—I recollect reading an
account of two military officers, who had
often fought side by side, rctiring from the
service covered with honors. They lived on
each side of the Thames; their residences were
in sight of cach other, but too distant to admit
of the recoguition of persons moving about the
grounds : and whea it was not convenicent for
them to visit, it was agreed among them that
at a certain hour, they would make use of tele-
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scopes to look at each other. With these, of
course, they dispensed when they met face to
face. So the Christian makes use of the tele-
scope of faith, and by means of it, brings
nigh the delectable mountains; but, when he
arrives at home he lays aside his telescope, for
he shall then see the King face to face.
Jory Evass.

NATURE'S PROTESTS AGAINST THE DRUNEARD.
~—The barley when taken out of the dry gra-
nary and flung into the cold earth in April
utters not a moan ; it cheerfully dies to give
birth to its successor ; from that successor es-
capes not & murmur during the trying changes
of weather to which it may be exposed, till the
husbandman pronounces it fit for the sickle;
it cheerfully submits t> be amputated at the |
ankle joint ; it lies dow.1 patientiy to be thrash-
ed. It complaing not when it is disembowel-
led by the maltster, and when its life-blood
stains the vat of the brewer; but, it utters a
loud groan when it goes down the drunkard’s
throat, Wirians oF Weax.

Tas Paiosorny or Purrit Force.—The hu-
man heart is like & many stringed instroment ;
and in order to elicit from it the richest me-
lodies which it is capable of sending forth, two
things are indispensably necessary :—First,
That it should be strung to the rizht tension,
and that there should be found one who can
cunbingly play thereon; and the great secret
of preaching, so far as human instrumentality
has to do with it, i3 to know how to string
this wondrous harp, and to pass & master’s
band over its strings. Inmip.

Tae Marvels of A Sgep.—Have you ever
considered how wonderful & thing the seed of
a-plantis 7 It i3 the miracle of miracles.— |
God said, ‘ Let there be plants yielding sced ;" |
and it is further added, cach one “after bis |
kind.?

The great paturalist, Curvier, thought that |
the germs of all past, present and future ge- |
nerations of sceds were contained one within
the other, as if packed in a succession of boxes.

Other learned men have explained this mys-
tery in s differcnt way. But what sigoify all |
their explanations? Let them explrin it as |
they will, the wonder remains the same, snd
“ve must lovk upon the reproduction of the sced
as & coatinual miracle.

Is there upon earth a machine, is there a
palace, is there even a city which contains so
much that is wonderful, as is enclosed in o
single littlo sced—onc grain of corn, one little
brown apple-sced, one small sced of a tree,
picked up, perhaps, by a sparrow for herlittle
ongs, the smallest sced of a poppy or a blue-bell,
or ¢ven ono of the sceds that are so small that ¢
they float about in the airinvisible to our eyes?
Abl there is a world of marvel and brilliant
besuties hidden in cach of these tiny seeds.
Gonsider their immeanso number, the perfect |
separation of the differcat kinds, their power
of life and resurrection, and their wonderfol
fruitfulness !

Gonsider first their number.  About a hun- |
dred and fifty years ago, the colebrated Lin-
nzus, who has been catled ‘¢ the father of bo-
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tany,” reckoned about 8000 different kinds of
placts; and then he thought that the whole
number existing could not much exceed 10,000.
But a hundred years after him, M. de Candolle,
of Geneva, described 40,000 kinds of plants,
and he supposed it pogsible that the number
might even amount to 100,000.

Well let me ask you, have these 100,000
kinds of plants ever failed to bear the right
seed? Have they ever deceived us? Has a
seed of wheat ever yielded barley, or a seed of
a poppy grown up into a sun-flower? Has a
sycamore-tree ever sprung from an acorn, or
a beech-tree from a chestnut? A little bird
may carry away the small seed of a sycamore
in its beak tofeed it3 nestlings, and on the way
may drop it on the ground. The tiny seed may
spring up and grow whers it fell, unnoticed,
and sixty years aftor it mey become a magnifi-
cent tree, under which the flocks of the valleys
and their shepherds may rest in the shade.

Consider unext the wonderful power of life
and resurrection bestowed on the seeds of
plants, so that they may be preserved from
year to year, and even from century to cen-
tury.

Ly;t a child put a few seeds in a drawer and
shut them up, and sixty years afterwards,
when his bair is white and his step is tottering,
let him take onc of these sceds and sow itin
the ground, and soon after he will see it spring
up into new life, and become a young, fresh
and beautiful plant.

M. Jouannent relates that in the year 1833,
several old Ceitic tombs were discovered near
Bergorac. Under the bead of each of the dead
bodies there was found a small stone or brick
with a hole in it, containing a few seeds, which
had been placed there beside the dead by the
heathen friends who bad buried them, perhaps
1500 or 1700 years before. These sceds wegs
carefully sowed by those who found them ; and
what do you think was sees to spring up from

i the dust of the dead ?—beauntiful sun-flowers,

blue corn-flowers, and clover, bearing blossoms
as bright and sweet as those which are woven
into wreaths by the merry children now play-
ing in our fields.

Some years ago & vase, hermetically sealed,
was found in a mummy-pit in Egypt, by the
English traveller, Wilkinsoa, who sent it to the
British Museum. The libratisu there having
unfortunsiely broken it, discovered in it a few
grains of wheat and one or two peas, old,
wrinkled, and as hard as stone. The peas

| were planted carefully under glass on the 4th

of June, 1844, and at the end of thirty days
these old secds were seen to spring up into
new life. They had beenburicd probably about
3000 yecars sgo, perhaps in the time of Moses,
and had slept all that long time, apparently

! dead, yet stiil living in the dust of the tomb.—~

Gaussen.

Pride is the first weed to grow in the human
heart, and the last to bo eradicated.

Don't let your children learn good and bad
things indiscriminately. To be sure, tbe bad
might be eradicated in after years, but it is
easier to sowciean secd than to cleanse nnclean
wheat.
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The Chnrely of Scotland.

(Exztracts from Record.)

CHURCH UNION IN CANADA.

It is not surprising that the desirableness of
union between the various Presbyterian bodies
should be a matter of digcussion in Canada as
well as at home. The subject was brought
under the consideration of the Synod at two
successive meetings ; but, at the last meeting
in Toronto, the subject, by tacit consent, was
allowed to drop. It was felt to be unwise, in
present circumstances, to push the matter fur-
ther. The reasons for abandoning the project
are readily understood.

The first reason is, that the Church of Scot-
land in Canada is an endowed Church. It wes
formerly endowed by the State out of the
Clergy Reserves. It is now endowed by the
munificence of the clergy. The clergy, when
the reserves were commuted, did not, as they
might, pocket the money, but formed a fund,
out of which the future ministers should be en-
dowed. The endowment is, no doubt, small;
but the laity have resclved not 10 be behind
the clergy, and they have liberally contributed
10 increase the endowment fund. It has been
the great aim of the members of the Church to
make it the counterpart of the Church at home,
and to raise the status of the clergy by giving
them a liberal endowment. Any proposal for
union would be met by the great difficulty, that
the body with which it is proposed to unite
has a large clement of Voluntaryism. The U.
P, Church isalready united to the Free Church.
The former body almost wvaiversally holds
Voluntary views; the latter, toa certain extent,
sympathisee with these views. In the Volun-
tary controversy it was endowment ab extra,
or by the State, that was chiefly objected to;
but Volunteryism, both at home and in the
colonies, now objects to endowment ab intra, or
by the Church itself. The difficulty would not
then be removed by holding out to the Volun-
taries that, in Canada, the endowment is not by
the State, but from the resources of the Church
itself; and no one within the Church would
contemplate the idea of giving up the endow-
ment as a condition of unton. Theendowment
clement constitutes an cssential point of diff-
crence between the case of Canada and that of
Australia, where the Presbyterian Churches
bave united. In the Jatter country the Church
of Scotland stood, as to endowment, precisely
on the same footing as the other Preshyterian
bodies, and, comscquently, no difficulty was
felt on this ground.

Another reason arises from the circumstance, |

that the status of the ministers of the Church
of Scotland is very different from that of the
body with which itis proposed to unite. In
ihe latter no literary training at any academic
institution is rcquired previous to entering the
Yall. It was found impossible to occupy the
land without dispensing with this esscntial
qualification, and, consequently, s large pro-
portion of the ministers drawn from Canada
are without any college training. In the
Church of Scotland, on the other hand, a
training equivalent to that at home is rigidly

required. The students must pass through the
arts curriculum at Queen’s College before they
can enter the Divinity Hall. This also forms
an important point of difference between Ca-
nada and Australia. Thoughstrongly tempted
to relax in its requirements, the Church in
Canada was resolved to keep up the status of
the clergy, 8o that it should not sink beneath
the requirements of the Church at bome. It
would be & great blow to the cause of religion
in Canada if she did so. She is the only
Church there that demands a high standard;
all the other bodies, including the Church of
England, dispense with a preliminary college
education. No doubt, all the religious bodies
would prefer sauch an education, but the
Church of Scotland is the only one that re-
quires it as a sine qua non.

Another reason for not entering into the
projected union is thatof politics. The Church
of Scotland, as a whole, is strongly conserva-
tive, while the other Presbyterian bodies are,
ag a whole, strongly Liberal. The latter al-
most universally belong to what is termed the
clear grit party, which is of a very extreme
character. This antagonism is at present
strongly broughtout on the university question,
in which the Church of Scotland joins with the
Church of England, while the united body of
Presbyterians is violently opposed.

The last reason we shall specify is, thut the
proposed union requires s severance of the
Church of Scotland in Canada from the Church
at home. This would he regarded by the
warmest friends of the Churchin Canadaas an
icreparable injury. It is the connection with
the Mother Church that haa led the Canadian
Church to maintain her high position in Can-
ada, by aiming at & high standard of education
and a permancnt endowment. This, too, is the
secret of the successful career of the Church
of England in Canada. The esteem in whick
that Church is held by her members is not due
so much to the fact that she is an Episcopal
Church as that she is the Church of England:
for the Church at home and the Church in Can-
ada are not merely connected, but ccclesi-
astically identical. It is true there is not so
close a union in the case of the Church of
Scotland and her branch in Canada. Stil], in
the case of n great many adherents of the
Iatter, the bond of attachmentis not that the
Church polity is Presbyterian, but that the
Church is the Church of their fathers, and an
established Church of the empire. Were a
| fusion of the two bodies effected, so that the
| distinctive characters of the Church of Scot-
land were merged in those of the other party,
it is highly probable that a large proportion of
the more influential laity, and some of the
| clergy, would prefer joining the Church of
England—just as many Scotchmen, in going to
reside in England, prefer the wministrations of
the Church of England to those of Dissenters,
even though thc Dissenting form be Presby-
terian.  Mere ecclesinstical polity is not always
the strongest bond of union. Two Churches
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identical in polity may be so opposed in their
aims and character that a real ugion is im-
possible.

The above considerativns have apparently
led the Synod of Canada to abandon all official
action for the furtherance of the umnion ; and
certainly, at present, a mere amalgamation of
the two Churches would be the vary reverse of
union, It would be only a mechanical unifor-
mity with vital clements of discord.

Is, then, all hope of union to be abandoned ?
Is all discussion of the subject to be quashed as
adverse to the welfare of the Church? By no
means. The freer the discussion the sooner will
the nature of the most desirable union be un-
derstood. The subject of Presbyterian union
at home is freely discussed. Even the Moder-
ator of the General Assembly ventured, in his
closing address, to moot .the subject, and he
would not likely have done so unless it were
regarded as an open question by the warmest
friends of the Church. But it is important to
consider the nature of the union thatis always
meant. When such proposals are made at
home, no one ever dreams of disestablishing
the Church of Scotland, so that she may stand
on the same level with Dissent, and thus effect
& barmonious union. Nothing more is meant
than that a door should be opened by which
those who have seceded may return, Nothing
more is ever thought of than a slight conces-
sion in reference to the settlement of ministers.
In every scheme the Church of Scotland makes
no abatement of ber position as an established
church. At home, all movements of this char-
acter have met with but little encouragement,
but in Canada the project is by no means so
hopeless. The Secession there was of a very
different character from that at home. Here
it was the result of a chronic agitation, of
which separation was almost the necessary re-
sult. In Canada, the Sccession was brought
about by a sudden torrent of cloquence from
parties sent out by the Free Church. The
natural consequence is, that the strong fecling
has subsided as rapidly as it was excited. Min-
isters freely exchange pulpits; the warmth
and cordiality of social intercourse is rarely
interfered with by sectarien feelings ; and when
convepieuce vequires, the members freely join
the communion of one another's Churches. A
significant fact is brought out by the Jast census
in reference to Toronto. By that return, the
adherents of the Church of Scotland greatly
outnumber those of the other Presbyterian
bodies ; and yet, the Church of Scotland has
only one Church in that city, whiic the other
Presbyterian bodies have numerous churches
scattered through the city. It is plain that
the larger proportion of the adherents of the
Church of Scotland there worship in Dissent-
ing churches, but arc apparently glad of the
opportunity of cxplaining their position.
Church extension is only wanted to gather in
vast numbers throughout Canada that properly
belong to the fold of the Church of Scotland.
The Secession in Canada is apparcntly great,
but not really so if we take into account the
warm feeling of attachment to the Church of
their fathers, which is found so largely to exist
among Scceding congregations. All  this
sugurs well for a union at no very remote
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period. But complete organic union with the
Seceding Presbyterian body of Canada is
hardly to be hoped or wished for. There will
be, necessarily, an extreme outstanding Volun-
tary element, needed perbaps in Canada, but
such as would never assimilate with the Church
of Scotland. There is, however, in the same
body a large number whose sympathies are
with a highly educated and adequately endowed
clergy. And where the elements of a real
union exist, we may reasonably expect that God,
in His providence, will somehow bring it about.
The Synod of Canada is apparently resolved
to adopt the wise plan of pursuing its own
course, in closer counection, if possible, than
ever with the Church of Scotland, and to ab-
stain from any undignified overtures which
might only postpone the desired consummation,
trusting that the object will be geined by a
spontancous, nota forced, movement. May we
not hope that Canada is to lead the way in
bringing about a union at home? At the ex-
tremities in Canada there is not the sawe an-
tagonism as at the centre in this country, and
we may therefore expect that a union may be
more readily effected, but it is reasonable to
hope that the movement may spread from with-
out inwards. The union in Canada may yet
be far off, but when it comes it will not be, if
wemay judge from the temper of the Synod, a
severance from, but an extension of, the Cburch
of Scotland. The Church in Canada is now
working out a problem which it is hoped will
not be disturbed by the projects of union. Itis
to determine whether, in the extension of the
Church of Christ, the Establishment principle
can be anything more than a theory, or whe:
ther it can be practically maintained in all its
essential characters. In the altered condition
of society, a State endowment is impossible in
Canada: but may not an endowment ab inlra,
or by the Church itself, be a satisfactory sab-
stitute? The Church of Scotland has now
fallen back upon this original form of cndow-
ment, and is partially dependent upon it. May
not a whole Church in Canada be maintained
in the same way? The other ¢lement of an Es-
tablishment, the national recognition of her
judicatories, is onc in regard to which there is
no difficulty. It would be 2 matter deeply to
be deplored if theoretical schemes of union
turn aside the Church of Canada from the
great practical problem assigned to her by
Providence.

DUTY OF A SYSTEMATIC CONTRIBU-
TION TO MISSIONS.

We have shown, in & Iate article under this
head, the obligation under which the mem-
bers of the Church are leid, to give a systema-
tic support to its Missions. If this is not done,
wc pointed out how many and various ate the
causes that may prevent them doing their part
in our Mission work, however well they may
wish to do it. We shall conclude our remarks
upon the subject in this Number, by showing
that the duty of giving such a systematic sup-
port rests upon every one, from the fact that
our Missions are the united effort of our minis-
ters, our members, and our adherents, to ad-
vance the cause of God.
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A Christian Church is a union of Christian
men and women to learn the trath, and having
learned it themselves, to diffuse the life and
light they possess, wherever that life and light
are npot. Whatever work any Church takes up
—every individual connected with that Church
is, by his connection, identified with it; our
Mission-work i3 not the ministers’ work,us from
observations we hear sometimes made we might
suppose it to be; Missionary work is spoken of
and regarded by some—most erroneously—as
though it were a matter regarding which minis-
ters alone ghould have any interest. The am-
ount of the contributions, the sucgess of the
work, are regarded as ministers’ matters ; uay
0 far does this delusion sometimes go, that it
is supposed by some that a marked personal
slight or favor is conferred upon a minister
when suvport is given or withheld.

We need not say toany person of intelli-
gence how gross is the misapprehension when
contributions to Missionary effort are so regard-
ed. Our Missivn-work is the work of the Church,
and, being the work of the Church, it is of ne-
cessity the work of every member of the Church.
It is the joint effort of minister and members o
spread Christian truth—the united dedication
of substance to adrancin,, in the world the
cause of God: and wherever there is a right
and intelligeny apprehension of its character,
every member of the Church should feel that,
personally and individually, they have cause
for gratification or regret, when its Missions
prosper or the reverse. Each individual should
feel that it is a matter in which they have a
persona’ interest aud concern—an  interest
and concern not less than the minister bas.
Every member of our Church must feel this if
we are 1o bave a healthy Missionary feeling,
and an enlightened Missionary spiritameng us,
and if the work is to be distributed and sup-
ported as it should. It isin the growth and
influence and power of such a spiritas this that
we look for the true apprehension of responsi-
bility, and that conscious ideatification with
our Mission-work, from which there will be
given to it, by all our members, & gencrous,
sustained, and systematic support.

And as it is with individuals so is it with
parishes and congregations. The contribution
of the congregation is the joint offering to the
Lord. Itis what throughout the ycar the con-
gregation consccrates of its substance to the
work of God. Each parish and cach Church
have thus a specific duty and responsibility uot
less than each individual. Congregations, not
less than individuals, should remember that
they are possessed of distinctive spiritual bles-
sings, and that they have associated by God
as an organised body for various reasous, but
not ieast for the living active diffusion of the
blessings which they themselves possess. They
have, among the divinely ordained institutions
of the country, a corporate character, and re-
ceive blessings from God as a corporate
body; and so there is a corresponding obliga-
tion that, in their corporate capacity, they give
proof of their recognition and appreciation of
the privileges they themselves enjoy.

Every congregation should set before it then,
as its effort and its aim, thatit sbhalldo agiven
work—raise & given sum.  Whetber it be £20,
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£50, £100 or £200, let it be a work and a sun:
that shall bear proportion to the numbers, the
means, the opportunities of its members. This
is a matter, in which each congregation must
logk and in which cach member of the congre-
gation must take a personal interest, if our
Missions are really to be wrought with the ef-
ficiency that God, for ouc privileges, justly re-
quires of us, and if our parighes and our people,
as should be the case, are equally to share the
work that is to be done, and the anxiety that,
in advancing and sustaining our missionary
efforts, has to be borne. But, keeping this be-
fore us, let us ask our readers to look at the
sums they and their congregations have con-
tributed during the past year, such sums as £6,
£8, £12, or £20. Now, we ask them with
all urgency, and yet with 11l kindness, is this
anything like keic proportion of the work of
the Lord in our Church? Is this what
God might rightly cxpect as ‘heir con-
tributions to His service? We do earnestly
ask our congregations whether they really ex-
pect that God will bless themr when so little
evidence is shown of regard for Him and His
work. We ask miunister and people if congre-
gational prosperity is really deserved—them-
felves being judges; if, with the possession of
wealtl and numbers, we hand back to Him
such mites and crumbs from the abuadance
which He showers down upon us. But further
we request parishes and congregations to exam-
ine and cempare their contributions with those
of others not better circumstanced, not wealth-
ier, not more populous than their own, and
they will find how very marked and painful is
the discrepancy. They will find that parishes,
in no way abler than they are, are contribut-
ing double and treble the sum that they are
doing.

We call attention to such parishes, not that
they may relax in their cfforts, but that they
may afford a model & encouragenent to others.

Not one of L, has exceeded, not one of us Lag
reached, that liberality to which we are certain
weshall yet attain. But many are far behind.
They have not seriously or in any systematic
manner contemplated theirduty inregard to the
Missions of the Church. Let such remember
that wvow, with the cutrance upon another
year of missionary exertion, is the time to re-
solve that the deficiencies of the past shall no
longer stand record :d as a reproach against
them. Whether as individuals or as congre-
gations, we should each and all of us feel that
a duty rests upon us to contribute cordially
and liberally and systematically to sll the Mis-
sion-work that the Church has set before it.

We can do anything we really take up with
a determination that we shall do it. If &s one
man cvery member of the Church and every
congregation were to resolve that our contri-
butions shall henceforth be doubled, or trebled
or cven quadrupled, there would not be the
slightest difficulty, were the work only cqually
distributed and earnestly set about. We have
wealth and numbers and Christian willingness
among us to accomplish it ; all that is wanted
is just to place it before us &s an object to be
realised, and not to desist from our cffertstill it
is done. Let the contribulions to the mission-
ary enterprises of the Church be & matter on
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which before God, all make up their mind
faithfully and systematically to do their part,
and not merely a thing to which there is a pro-
bability they may give something, if they should
kappen to be at the Church on the day the collec-
tion is made, and if they should happen to be that
day in the mood for giving, Let this be the case,
and what we contend for will, before next As-
sembly, be accomplished.

The advantage of distributed, systematic,
equally-borne contributions, in comparison
with irregular and mere impulsive collections,
ig practicelly and very well illustrated in the
case of our Endowment Scheme. Here we_ bad
a great work to be done, snd we set ourselves
1o its accomplishment resolutely and systemati-
cally : parishes and ministers and people, in
north and south and west, uniting their cxert-
jons and their offerings, and in & very few
years we will have raised the sum of £400,000.

Had we been frightened by imaginary difficul- ‘

ties from going into the work in earnest, and
trusted to the impulses of a Gts-and-starts
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church-door-collection generosity, it would
have taken a hundred or a hundred and ftifty
years to do what has been done in less than
one-tenth part of that time.
We cannot close without urging, as the last
reason for a systematic and cordial contribu-
! tion to our Schemes, that it is in this way the
great Giver of all our gifts bestows His bless-
‘ ings upon us. It ig not by occasional and is-
| olated favours that He gives us of His regard.
; It is not by now granting and now withholding
His mercy and His grace. * His loving kind-
pess is new to us every morning, and His faith-
fulness every night.” And taughu by this, if
we are His, such too should be the character of
our eppreciaticn and recognition of bis re-
gard. Such should be our discharge of the
duty, and performance of the Christian work
which He has given us to do. And it will
only be so in this matter, if it be the resolu-
ticn, and the part of every member of the
Church, to give a cordial and systema:ic sup-
, port to its missions.

j
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A Bouse Set i O,

From * The Christian Treasury,” for May, 1862.

Among many good directions to a Christian
in the prospect of death, from the pen of Dr.
Doddridge, we find the following :—

‘1 would advise that, as soon as possible,
you would endeavour to get rid of all further
care with regard to your temporal concerns
by settling them in time in as reasonable and
Christian manner as you can. I could wish
there may be nothing of that sort to hurry
your mind when you are least able to besar it,
or to distress or divide those who come after
you.’

Neglect of this incumbent duty has been an
occasion of much anxicty on a dying bed.
Time which would bave been more profitably
employed in communing with God has often
been devoted to the setthing of worldly affairs;
and the agitation incident to the clasing hours
of life has often been enbanced by the consid-
eration of business left in confusion, and no
proper arrangements for the management of
family affairs after death. A bright contrast
to such cases was presented in the death-bed
of Samuel Budgett, ¢ the successful merchant,
who could say, ‘1 have not & paper to sign;
not & shilling to give away ; nota book which
any one may not understand in ten minutes.’
Another case rises up to memory of a Chris-
tian man of business who used every Saturdayx
evening to put all his affuirs in such order
that, in the event of sudden death, everything
might be found well arranged by his survivors.
He was found dead in his bed on & Sabbath
morning. Many years ago we stood at the
death-bed of another gentleman cngaged in
business, whose affairs were all aranged with
such minuteness and accuracy as to form o
very striking commentary on the exhortation
which Doddridge may have had in his cye,
when he penned the counsel with which this
paper beging, ‘Set thine house in order, for

thou shalt die, and not live’ (Isa. xxxviii. 1).
Having obtained leave {from his relatives to
make his case known to the public, we have
much pleasure in doing so through the col-
wmns of the Christian Treasury. .

The subject of this sketch was a widowe
with several children. He had experienced
many trials in the wilderness, but could thank
God that these had been the means of bringing
him to share the gold tried in the fite ; the
treasures which neither moth nor rust can, sbdr-
rupt. Iz alittle manuscript-book, found among
his papers, we have a touching reference to
the death of his first-born son when he had at-
tained the age of twenty-one. After quoting
some beauntiful lines from Gillespie’s poem on
| ¢ Consolation '—addressed to Consumption—
commenciag,

¢ Consumption! fell destroyer! thou canst boast
More victims even than war,’

he says, *It is just twelve months this day
since I received from Drs. A—— and K——
the appalling intelligence that my dear J—
was then labouring uunder the hopeless disease
referred to in the foregoing lines. Though he
has been cut off in the bloom of life, and though
the loss of the society of such & member of my
family must ever be felt by us all as a most
afflicting bereavement, it will always be a
soothing and consolatory feeling to my heart,
that his life, though short, was wmarked by most
ardent piety, most sincere faith in the blessed
Redeemer, most devout resignation to God's
will, most faithful discharge of all his relative
duties; and I indulge the cheering hope that
he is now onc of that happy number who
through faith and paticnce inherit the prom-
ises. .

Almost up to the very period of his removal

he was apparently in the enjoyment of robust
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health. We find in a ‘common-plage-book,’
among many extracts from different writers,
the following memorandum penned by him a
few weeks before tis death :—

¢I this day complete the sixty-third year of
my age, and I deem it right here to record the
profound gratitude 1 feel to the Almighty Dis-
poser of all human cvents for the cxcellent
health with which I have reached, through His
blessirg, what is called the grand climacteric
in the life of man, as well as for the numerous
temporal cumforts which a gracious Pro.i-
dence has mingled in my lot.” After his death,
nowever, the physicians found, from the exam-
ination of his body, that mortal disease must
have been preying on a vital organ for years.
It was matter of surprise to them, and thank-
fulness to friends, that so little suffering had
been occasioned by it, symptoms indicative of
disease having only manifested themselves a
few days previous to bis decease. Even then
they yielded so far to medical treatment that
the day before his death the patient conducted
family worship in person, reading with unusual
feeling the 103d Psalm; prosecuted bis ordi-
nary avocations, and formed engagements to
meet several parties on business the following
day.

Death came like a thief in the night, but it
found bim ready for the call. The previous
¢ getting in order of his house,’ the following
lines will illustrate.

His business books were posted up to the
very day of his death, so that the accountant
employed to wind up his affairs had little more
to do than the simple process of ¢ compound
addition.” In his private ¢Scrutoire’ were
found two sealed packets of paper, on the cover
of one of which was written, ‘To be opened
by my dear children after my death, and per-
used by them when they are by themselves
and no other person present with them.! On
the cover of the other directions were given
as to the parties in whose presence it was to
be opencd.

Among the documents contained in the for-
mer packet there were, of course, many posses-
sed of interest only to those for whose eyes
they were designed. There were others, how-
ever, containing instructions and coun3e!s to his
family in the prospect of his removal, out of
which we have obtained leave to cull a few ex-
tracts, characterized not only by a deep tone
of warm piety, but of manly sense, reminding
us now and then of the warm effusions of ¢ 0ld
Humphrey ’ himself. In a long letter, addres-
sed ¢ To my dcearly beloved children, we find
bhim saying :—

«+vses ¢ Hold fast the faith of the Gospel of
Christ, as the anchor of the soul sure and stead-
fast. Remember too, I entreat you, that reli-
gion is not merely a system of doctrines, but
also a rule of life, and make it your study to
show the sincerity of your faith in Jesus by
leading lives becoming the Gospel. Never
forget Christ's own words, * Ye are my friends
if ye do whatsoever 1 command you;” and
those of His apostle, ¢ Faith without works is
dead.”’

«eees. fLet the same spirit of barmony pre-
vail among yourselves which has hitberto sub-
sisted among you. Remember the words of
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our blessed Saviour, * A house divided against
itself canunot stand ;" and never allow any cir-
cumstances to make you forget the precept,
¢ Little children, love one another.”’

«v.++o ¢ While you study to cultivate a spir-
it of kindness and courtesy to all your fellow-
creatures of whatever degree, be careful whom
you make your friends and associates. Enter
into the sacred bond of friendship only with
those of whose good principles and honesty of
purpose you have reason to entertain a favour-
able opinion. You will meet with many who
will be disposed, for their own purposes, to
flatter your vanity; but be assured that from
the friendship of such persons you will never
derive any benefit or comfort. Rest assured
that those who will give you good advice for
the regulation of your conduct, and who, in
administering that advice, will point out jour
errors, are the best friends you can have.’
¢ There is one relation of human life
into which it may or may not be your lot to
enter. I mean that of marriage. This is a
connection which ought not to be entered into
without the calmest and most prayerful consid-
eration. It appears to me to be one in which
there is no medium degree of happiness. The
upion will either prove a happy one or the re-
verse. Be careful, then, how you enter on it.
Do not allow your affections to be rashly en-
tangled by any individual. Be well acquaint-
ed with the temper, character and dispositiong
of those who may become the. future partners
of your lives, before you take a step which
cannot be retraced. Be assured that the want
of those essential qualities both of head and
heart which are best suited to promote the
solid and substantial comforts of wedded life
can never be compensated by all the glitter
and false splendour of riches or worldly dis-
tinction. These may enabie a couple to shine
in whatis called the gay and fashionable world,
but it is not there that conjugal happiness is
to be sought for, but in the quiet and placid
domestic circle. You ought, therefore, to seek
in a companion for life for those qualities which
are calculated not to dazzle and astonish, but
for those which are designed to promote hap-
piness at home.

¢While I would caution you against merce-
nary marrigges, let me exhort you to have s
proper and prudent regard to worldly circum-
stances. The want of a sufficiency of means
to enable your partners in lifec and yourselves
to live with comfort and respectability in the
sphere of life in which you are placed is apt
to poison the happiness of matrimonial con-
nections. Aboveall things avoid rash engage-
ments which are not to be fulfilled till a dis-
tant period. Many circumstances may inter-
vene which may make one or other of the par-
ties repent of such engagements, and it is infi-
pitely better to keep your minds free of any
tramwmels of that kind.

¢ Ever bear in remembrance that perfect bap-
piness on this side the grave is denied to mor-
tals—that in every situation and connection
of life therc is & mixture of joy and sorrow.
Receive the comforts which God may give you
with a spirit of thankfulness to the Giver of
all good, and regard the crosses you may mect
with as the chastenings of a loving Father, all

......
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whoge appointments are designed to promote
the best interests of His children.’

In a letter to his ramily was inclosed one to
his employers in business, thanking them for
all their kindness, and recommending to their
notice as his successor one to whom he him-
self in times of trial had been greatly indebted.
There were instructions given as to its trans-
mission to each of his clients, along with a
atatement that it was found in is repositories
after his death.

Evidently designed for one of his family,
who was looking forward to the work of the
ministry, was a paper containing many useful
and practical counsels, addressed, ‘ Toa young
clergyman.’ As a specimen of its plain and
homely counsels, let the following sentences,
which may prove beneficial to all invested
with the sacred office, suffice. They are all
the more valuable, as being tbe hiats of one
who was himself a hearer of the Word: ¢As
to the composition of your discourse, let me
advise you to study simplicity and perspicuity
of style, and to avoid all those gaudy and
meretricious ornaments which may tickle the
ears, but are not calculated to improve the
hearts of your hearers. You are placed in the
palpit not for the purpose of astonishing your
people by rhetorical flourishes, but of teaching
tiem the will of God revealed for their salva-
tion ; and,the more plainness and simplicity of
language you introduce into your sermons, the
more ligely will you be, with the blessing of
the Holy Spirit, to reach the understandings
and hearts of your sudience......... In re-
gard to your mode of delivering your dis-
courses in the pulpit, let me advise you to
study to have & manner of your own, and not
to attempt to form it on the model of any other
person.
that you imitate the defects more than the
graces of his delivery........
the plan of dispensing with your manuscripts
in the pulpit, let me advise you never to allow
yourself to go there with an intention of giving
an extemporaneous discourse. Let your ser-
wmons be all fully studied and corsidered be-
fore you deliver them, otherwise your compo-
sition will in all probability become loose and
slovenly. Besides I suspect a man, whose prov-
ince it is to communicate his thoughts to

If you do this, the great likelihood is, |

If you adopt
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others, will always find he can best arrange
and methodize them when he has the assistance
of thoge most useful implements—pen, isk and
paper........ Let me 8ay a word or two in
regard to your public prayers. In these 1
earnestly advise you to study simplicity of
language, and to avoid too great length. I
think there is often a great error in thig re-
spect. Long prayers in general contain many
repetitions. They are apt to weary an au-
dience, and render them less patient in listen-
ing to the discourse. In every point of view
they should be avoided........ You will of
course be frequently found in the dwellings of
your people, however humble and obscure,
when any of them labour under affliction, add-
ing to all your friendly admonitions prayers
to the Throne of Mercy that their sorrows may
be sanctified to them. But your visits should
not be confined to seasons of sickness or of
sorrow. You will do well to visit them in
every situation of life, endeavouring to show
yourself the friend of those whom you are
called to instruct in the ways of righteousness,
weeping with those who weep, anc rejvicing
with those who rejoice.

In addition to those letters to his children,
full of wiscand weighty words, which must have
been all the more impressive from the consid-
eration that, ere their eyes perused them, the
haod that penned them was cold in death,
there were many others to near relatives and
friends, the preparation and arrangement of
which showed the writer's calmness in the
prospect of his removal from this world, and
his anxiety to have all earthly affairs arranged
ere the arrival of the hour when ¢ the pitcher
is broken at the fountain, and the wheel at the
cistern.’

May the perusal of this instance of ¢ house
y set in order’ constrain our readers to go.and
do likewise ; ¢ putting,’ to use the words of
i good Matthew Henry, ‘their aflections and

affuirs into the best posture they can, that,
i when the Lord comes, they may be found of
| Him in peace with God, with their own con-
| science, and with all men ; and may have noth-
| ing else to do but to die. Our being ready
: to die will make it come never the sooner, but
. much the more casily ; and those that ave fit
; to die are the most fit to live.

|
|
|

Bints to Parents.

TH. TASK COMPLEZYED.

The mother's work is never done, unless God
takes it from he by a special providence, until
her childre. are old enough to stand and act
for themselves on the stage of mature life.
From the birth of her oldest to the maturity of
heryoungest, she must work, work,work,watch,
watch, watch, by day and by night, week inand
week out, for months and years, following cach
otherinlong succession. We speak not here of
waterial work ; of the labor of the hands to sup-
ply the wants of the physical nature; the an-
swering of, “IWhat shall we eat, and what
shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be

' clothed?” Money can accomplish a1l this, if
| we have it ; and if not, we will not sigh, nor
* fret, nor covet ; for the heart-work, the solici-
tude of & good mother for a virtuous and hono-
rable character in her children, walks forth
with a bolder, steadier step by the side of fru-
| gality and daily labor, than it is apt to do if se-
parated from them.

t is a well-known fact that almost all the
true greatness, the noble virtues, the heroism
which the world has seen, havearisen from the
lap of obscurity, poverty, and toil. But the
work to which we now refer is that which
! every mother, whether rich or poor, whatever
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the advantages or disadvantages of her cir-
cumstances may be, is required by the most
rigid obligations to achieve—theassiduous cul-
tivation of the inber nature, of that which
makes the true man or woman, that which
shull live for ever and ever. For this she must
be always at ber post, with uever so much as
a recess from her maternal care and solicitude,
toiling on, breaking up the ground, sowing the
seed, trgining the tender plant, enriching
the soil, watering, nourishing, stimulating
every good and pleasant growth, until the
flowers begin to bloom, and the fuit to ripen.
Then there comes a beyday of epjoyment, of
rest and comfort to the mother, in the golden
anteman of life, when, surrounded by a group of
affectionate, dutiful, virtuous and noble somns
and daughters, she sits among them in beauti-
ful r- .ose, her face radiant in the glow of her
own heart’s ever-burning love, and the smile of
Heaven as a halo of light about her head—a
spectacle to be admired and envied of all.
But this season of comfo.t, this “lndian Sum-
mer” of maternal life, never, never, comes to
those who evade their responsibilitics, forsake
their trust, and leave their work for others to
do, for the sake of personal ease, sensuous ip-
dulgence, or selfish gratification. The very
thing they scek, they loose by & lamentable
and hopeless mistake, verifying the words of
the Lord, “Whos.ever will save his life shall
loose it; but whosoever shall loose his life
for my sake, the same shall save it."—JMrs.
Stowe.

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE.
(From the German of Thiersch.)

TRAINING OF OHILDREN—THE PRINCIPAL CONDITION
. OF SUOCCESS.

If we examine more closely what, at the
present day, is called piety, in a special sense,
our surprise at the poor success that attends
the trainiug of children will be greatly dimin-
ished. For it is particularly in this that the
difference between a Christianity which consists
merely in profession and one which manifests
itself in the power of example, is most appa-
rent. If there be hypocrisy in the parent,
much will certainly occur in the development
of the child to condemn it. If the piety of the
parent be unsound and sickly, which is the
case with the prevailing religious tendencies
of the age, by what, we may ask, can the mal-
ady be more cerwainly known than by the
morbid results of training ? It must be openly
confessed that our austere ancestors laid a
better foundation, even with their dry moral-
ity, than many of the pious-minded, in our
day, with their verbose, religious sentimental-
ism, combined with absurd management and
instability of character.

Hence we would say to every one who in-
quires concerning the principles and particular
mode of the training of children, first be your-
self that to which you would train others; be it
with all your hesrt. If what you require of
your children be in any way contradicted by
your own conduct in gecret, you nced look for
no success, no blessing; but, on the contrary,
be assured that your efforts in the traiving of
children will prove abortive, and only reflect
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dishonour upon yourself. There are many pa-
reats who, without being religious themselves,
would yet like to bring up their children in
the ways of religion, like that class of states-
men who, whilst they regard religion an excel-
lent thing for the pecple, allow a different rule
of action for themselves. From parents and
children of this description nothing can be ox-~
pected ; they can only be pitied.

Before you assume the responsibility of train-
ing up others, be yourself, first of all, trained
of God. This is the fundamental condition,
and must be complied with, if your labours in
bebalf of your children are to be successful.
And yet nothing is. more common than to
meet with parents, who, whilst they are living
in violation of the law of God, entertain the
foolish and presumptuous expectation of rais-
ing obedient children. Ernest, the pious Duke
of Gotha, was wont to say, ‘‘ A ruler, who
would have obedient subjects, should himself
be obedient to God.” But, as there are rulers
who expect loyalty from their subjects, whilst
they themselves renounce allegiance to tke
King of kings, so also are there many fathers
labouring under a similar delusion. But, as
that mode of governing undermines all obe-
dience, loosens all ties, and is & certain means
for preparing a people fur revelution, so aiso
is this mode of training nothing but a source
of ever-increasing disorder. But tbis funda-
wental condition, so salutary in its effects on
education, is not only disregarded in practice ;
it is frequently set aside even in the theory.
Macchiavelli's system in politics is practically
applied by many in pedagogical science.

It is unreasonable to expect our labours to
be attended with moral success, as long as we
do not ourselves render submission to the re-
quirements of the moral law. For, should
children once entertain even only a suspicion
as to our sincerity, all our admonitions, pre-
cepts and disciplinary regulations will fail to
produce the desired cffect. Let no one pre-
sume it an easy thing to keep his own trans-
gressions of the Divine commandmens con-
cealed from the knowledge of his children.
They take many o look at that which trans-
pires behind the scene, and, though their rea-
soning powers may lack activity, they bave
an intuitive perception that something is not
right.

But such an attempt is not only foolish, it is
also presumptuous. For, supposing it possible
to guard the child against the evil influences
of our inconsistent and deceptive conduct,
what then? We bave, indeed, succeeded in
deceiving a child, but we have not succeeded
in deceiving God. We presume to accomplish
a moral master-piece, without having the Au-
thor of all morality on our side. We act as if
the fountain of blessing were not in God, but
in ourselves. We labour as if we could dis-
pense with Him who is alone able to influence
the heart, and ag if the moral law, by which
He governs the moral world, had been surren-
dered to our keeping. We bid defiance to Him,
and, if we bad intended to demolish the works
of our own hands, we could not have taken a
more effectual plan to do it.

Christ speaks of & man who built his house
upon the sand. The building went up rapidly,
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and w.th ease ; but, when the floods’'came, and
the winds blew, the house fell, and great was
the fell of it So it is with every one who
bears His sayings without doing them. So
also is it with him who undertakes the teach-
ing of them to others, whilst ke neglects to
obey them himeelf. It is an casy and agree-
able task to build up out of Christ’s doctrines
» beautiful system of knowled,e, or to make a
show of it before tke world; buion the day
of trial the fall comes suddenly—the entire
fabric crumbling into picces to the disgrace
2nd terror of its builder. No ons should, there-
fore, permit himself to be deceivel by the ap-
parent success which scems to sttend the ped-

agogical efiorts of those wno endeavour to °

inculcute the principles of the Christian reli-
gion without themselves obeying its precepts.
The absence of picty in the teacher is the sandy
foundation, which, though it may, perkaps, be
concealed from buman observation, will one
day be brought to light by Him from whom
nothing can be concezled, and who will show
whercon they have built.

Re who is sincere will find in all this much
to comfort and encourage him.
tious man might become greatly discouraged
in view of the manifold mistakes commitied in
the training of children.
ing the rules and regulations prescribed by pe-
dagogical science : introducing him only nore
fully 1o what he is expecied to perform, might
cause him to distrust his own ability to exer-

cisc that carc and watchfalness which may be

necessary.  The task imposed is so many-sided
znd so great that parents are, after all, only
able to train their children *according to
their pleasure” (Heb. xii. 10). Aad whose con-

dition will allow bim to devote so much time |
For mo:t theorics

aad means to training?
presuppose wealth and leisure, whilst many

A conscien- |

He inquires concern- |
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| parents, who are deeply concerned for the wel-
fare of their children, are neither wealthy nor
indcpendent.
In view of all this we are comforted and en~
couraged by the thought that it is God who
; trains by our instrumentality. This He will
surely do, if we will only comply with this one
! fundameatal condition, namely, permit our-
{ selves to be taught of Him. He trains us by
i his providence. And to permit Him to do this,
| we must submit patiently to Higsevere dispen-
| sations, be graceful to Him for thegood we en-
joy, and bear willingly the burdens our do-
! mestic and other relations may lay upon us.
, Yea, more, we must permit Him to discipline
our own hearts, and impart ‘o us His consola-
tiens  We must listen to Him as often as His
. Spirit corrects us, either by his servants or his
Word. We must seck and hold fast the conso-
lations of His grace, which arc vouchsafed to
us either in the sanctuary or during the secret
intercourse of our hearts with Him. This is
meant by being trained of God. The wisdom
which He displays in training up men is the
most exalted and the only perfect. From Him
aloue can we learn to do it aright.  What hu-
man systams and books can communicate to
. us on the subject is very latle. 11 lncks vite-
ity. It is kacwledge, but not wisdom. Wis-
dom is something that is ever present, some-
" thing that accompanies him who is iwbued
with it ‘vherever he goes, something that main-
1 tains a vigorous growth within him. It is ac-
tive even under new and trying circumstances:
; it can only comc from zbove; it is only to be-
i acquired in the school of the Spirit.  Christ
, 2lonc can change our pedagogical knowledge
, into wisdom. Whocver does not permit him-
i sclf to be taught by Him can be benefited
ncither by any other cducational system nor
: by what we have writtea.—Family Tyeasury.

Children's Corner.

“ WHERE SHALL I GET WINGST

Little Julin bad listened with great inlerest
to her mother’s deseription of the glories of
beaven. Her heart was {ull of joy =s she heard
of the golden Larps aad crowas, the palms of
victory, the happiness of the angels snd re-
deesned ones, and the cagerness with which
those blest spirits iy to do the biddings of
their Lord.  Aad the thoughts of the litte gird
Tan for®atd 1o the Ume when she hoped she
would herscif be among the redeemed, rejoic
iag ia e presence of the Savioar whom she
had already begua to love bere on earth.

But ket eye just thea fell wpon = beauntiful
picture, hanging on Ure wall, ia which aa an-
£ was represented hovering over the earth
with oztspread wings. And a doab: fiitled
through ber mind whether sz should be able
10 /1y to do the will of her dear Savious, for
the wings were wanting.  She had bands, and
fect, and a tonguce, all ready acd willing every
@ay to do all 14y could o please Jesug, as her

ts, 2nd brothers. and sisters had learned
fall well from the many geatle swonds and kind

2ctd of this sweet little daughter and sister,
but these could not help her in fying. And
Julia asked her mother aaxiously, * Waere
s4all I get wings 17

It is not the first titac, perhaps, that a little
heart has beea troubled for the same rexson.

Desar child, if you really love Jesus, who
Joves you so well; if you believe His words
snd have asked Him to keep you and gride
you throngh this world tome to Himself, ma-
king you His faithful servant here, ard prepar-
ing you for His preseace in the better world;
and if you do this every day, do not let your
beatt be troubled conceraing the wings. You
will not zeed to ¢ get 7 them anywhere,  Faith,
hope aad love in your heart arc preparing
them for vou. The same dear friend who has
made ready the hatp, and the crows, and the
bright mansion for every dear child of God
kaows =il about the wiags that you will waat
as you kasien to obey Him, and therefore vou
need have to anxicly on this sccoani.

Bat it is night that yoo shonid be anxious
that vour keart may be fall of love for the Sa-
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viour, and  trast in Him. And [ hope your
prayer every day will be, ¢ Dear Jesus, make
me to leve to do Thy will, as the angelsdo in
beaven;” for that is the meaniog of those
words in the Lord's Prayer which you have re-
peated so oftep,—* Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.”

THE LITTLE BOY WHO SWORE.

] used to swear sometimes,’ ssid little
Lewis; and the tears trembled in his eyes,
and his lip quivered, at the thought of disobey-
ing the great God about whom he had just
been learning in the Mission Sabbath School.

How it gladdened my heart to sce the spi-
rit of penitence in one so young, and to hear
him say that he would ask God to forgive him,
and keep him from swearing any more, and
make him a8 good boy.

¢ And father swears sometimes too,” he add-
ed, “when he forgets; butl shall tell him it
is wic...d, 50 &c won't swear any wore.”

Litle boz! doyouever swear? I hope that,
like little Lewis, you don't mezn to - but there
are some very wicked boys who swear when
they do mean to—when they know that God
has forbidden it; but they cither do not care,
or forget that IHe hasg said that He “xwill not
bhold hiin guiltless that taketh His name in
vain.” He hears snd remembers whenever you
use His name wickedly ; for He never forgets
anythang.

1f you have ever broken the third command-
ment, [ bope that you will go straight to God,
and, like the littie boy of whom you have been
rexding, ask Him to forgive you and make you
a good boy.—The Family Treasury.

HIDING THE TRUTH!

James sometimes wanted to be s good boy.
He did not always mean to do wroong, and vet
he sometimes did wroag because he was afraid
of blame or punishment. He was soung and
little, and sat on the lowest bench in school.
On the high bench above him was 2 big boy
who lhed a1 very tare inkstand. It was the
fincst one in the school, and unlike any that
James had ever seca.  He thought again and
again, “Ob, if I conld only take it in mwy
hand and look =at it;” bat its owner would
aever allow him te touch it

One day James was alone in the schooi-
room, and it was a good opportunity for him
to gratfy his iong cherished desire. 2 conid
take the inkstand in his haad, Jook at [t as
mmuch as he pleased, and nn one would cver
know it.  So he climbed upoa thé high brach,
reached it and held it It was begeer than
ke expected to find i3, but handsomer oo, He
cxamincd it thovonghly, and was satisfied.
He was just pulting it back in its place when
he heard = noise. He trembled. The ink-
siand fcil. What = moment of agaay! lHe
canght the iakstand ; saved it; but alas! the
desk was covered with iak, ike books and pa-
per 00 ; even his owa kand.  He sprang back
to Lis low scay, aad wiped his hand on the ua-
der side of his browa sprun. He cosld not
wipe o 2l the ink; the sixin was there. He
robbed it very hard a’gaian and again, bat it
was il there, and he hid bis baad ia his
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pocket, His sense of wrong, hi. .egret for the
ruin the ink had made, and fear of reprcof and
punishment §iled him with distress.

When the teacher came in and saw what had
been done, she at once asked Hugh Williams,
a big boy of saspicious character, if he had
spilt the ink. He protested his innocence;
she Questioned bim; - he still protested it.
Other children were questioned. Every mo-
ment James cxpscted his turn to come. He
felt as if every cye were upon him, as if the
teacher were looking right into his heart, as
if God were frowning upon him, and he could
not sit there and bear it. What added to his
sorrow was that a big girl told a2 shameful
lie, and said that she saw Hugh Williams have
the inkstand and let it fall; and on her false
testimony Hugh was severely punished. This
was 8 new agony to James. How sad that
anotber should suffer so for his guilt! And
still he could not speak nor move. He sat
there .hree long hcars, hiding his inky band
in his pocket, and feetong himself guilty, and
yet he bad not the cournge to make 8 confes-
sion and ask forgivencss.

When school was over, and James and his
sister entered their pleasant home, James did
not hasten for his mother’s welcoming kiss,
hut crept slowly and timidly into ber room.
When she lifted her soft loving exes, she saw
that her little son was in trouble, and streich-
ed out her hands towards him. le ran to her
and hid his face in her lap. “ Whatis the
matter, James? Tell mother,” she said. Anna
auswered for him, and told his sin and tbe sin
and sorrow that had grown out of it, and
mother and children wept togetber.

# We will lay the case before the righteous
znd merciful God,” answered the mother; and
she knelt with her childrea and prayed. They
rose from their Kkuoces quict and grave. Then
the mother turned 10 James: * This wrong
you have donc must first be confessed. Tell
the wrath to the teacher; tell it to Hugh Wil-
linms. Ask the teacker to tell it to the whole
school, so that justice may be done.  Ask for-
giveness of Hugh, and then by your good con-
duct towards all, especially towards Hugh,
show that you are really penitent™

“ I'm afraid I can't teli the teacher; but I'm
so sorry for Hugl. I cantell bim,” said James
in 2 loud voice.

The next morming Anna and James were
amoag the first in the school-room. As soon
as the teacher came in Anna told her that
James wished to speak to her, and as soon as
she had opened the school she culled him to
her side.

# 1 spilt theink,” he said before he had qaite
teached her, and burst into tears.  She asked
him to repeat what he had said.  His courage
grew witk his cffort to do night, aud he repeat-
cd it ia a londer tone, and added, “Iam very
sorry | did it; aad 1 am very sorvy 1 didn't
tell Foa; and | am vorF sorry that Hagh Wil
liams was panithed for me; and he stretched
out his little hand that the teacher might
punish him, but she did not take it

#1 am very sorry too,” she said, *for what
Fou have done, vesy sorry; but 1 will not
panish you now, as it is yoar first offence, and
you have confessed it.”
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At noon-time, instead of cating his dinner at |
once, James kept his eyes on Hugh Williams, |
and, when he saw him alone, went up to him, |
and said, I am sorry you were whipped. I
won't do so again, Hugh.”

Hugh laughed, though he looked more like |
crying, and answered, ‘That's nothing. I can .
bear whippings. I'd rather be whipped ten .
times than have a little fellow like you struck.”

# But it wasn't right,” said James, growing
bolder all the time: Then he offered Hugh the
largest of his two apples and his turn-over

ie.

“] don't want your dinner,” answered Hugh,
tarning his head, so that no ope but James
could see the big tears swimming in bis eyes.
James urged the apple, and Hugh +s0k it; but,
when he offcred the pie asecon'. time, Hugh
pushed it from him and ran awag saying, “I'd
starve first. I'm not so mean as 11 eat upyour
dinner.”

Hugh’s generous feeling towards little James |
was observed by all the scholars, nd he was
treated by them with a consideration and re-
gard that he had never known before ; so that
be began to have a feeling of self-respect which
finally led him to despise the small mischief in
which be had once delighted. And, as Hugh
grew better James grew bolder and more cour-
ageous, so that he was ready to con‘ess his
faults and ask forgiveness. Hc never again
kept silence and let another suffer for his sin.

MAKFE YOUR MARK. ‘

Charles and Robert were two boys who went |
1o their good grandfather's place in the coun- |
try. It was 8 beautiful farm, with broad green |
meadows and great shady trees, and the hay-
fields were full of strawberries, and the pastures
covered with sheep and lambs. The grand-
father was & kind old man and very fond of ,
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children, and he }o¢ the boys do pretty muck
as they pleased. And so Charlie trampled down
a great deal of grass in pursuit of flowers and
berries, and chased the sheep and lambs, just

. for the fun of seeing them run, until they be-

came frightened whenever they saw him, and
one poor little lamb, when he saw Cbarlie
behind bim, ran off in such great alarm, that he
did not step to sce where be was going, and he
fell from a highrock and was killed. One day
Charlic saw a robin redbreast with a worm in
her bill which she was carrying to feed ber
little ones, and he caught up a stone and threw
it with sl! his strength at the pour little mother,
and she fell to the groond, and wben Robert
picked her up she was dead. Robert was a
kind-hearted boy, and he made the pretty robin
a grave under a wild roscbush; and ell night
long he heard the little hungry birds up in the
elm tree calling. *Mother, mother!” but she
never came to feed them any more.

There was a beautiful spring under an oak
tree in one corner of the meadow, where the
two boys used often to sit when tie weather
was warm, and when their visit was over and
their clothes and playthings were all packed
for home, Robert planted a lily by the side of
the spring; it was the last thing he did before
he sct ont for the station. The two boys were
walking slowly along, for there was plenty of
time before the train would come, and their

; bands were full of froit which their grandfathe

had given them when he bade them good-bye.

# What were you doing there by the spring ?°
asked Charlic of his brother. .

* [ was sctting outa lily, so that grandfather
might sce it sometiwes, and bave something to
remembet me by when 1 am gone.”

¢ Nonsense!” replied Charlic.  © Theres
som thing to make him rerember me,”.and he
lifted a large stone from the wall, and simcd-it
at the little mound on the margin of the spring.

Subbatl Beadmgs.

THE PREACHER'S FINGER-POST.
TAE TNCHANGEABLESESS OF CH IST.

# Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and
for crer."—Heb. xiii. 18.

From the unchangesblencss of Christ the
following deductions are inevitable:—

First: He must be cssenticlly dirviae. (1) The '
history of all creature existences shaws that
they are essenfiolly mutable. Take the mate- ,
rial creation. Tlic mountain falling * cometh
to nought.” The vegetable kingdom is in
everlasting change; the animal the same.
“Onc gencration passcth away,” &c. Take
the spirilucl creation. All finite minds are
cver on the change. Throughout the whole
created universe, material and spiritusl, there
is nething bat revolution.  Mutation is the all
presiding law.  (2) The nature of things show
hat the xacrealed alone can be immutable, 1
am that I am.® * Wkase goings forthare from
ereslasting.™ “hefore the mountains were
brought forth,” &c.  Christ Jesus thea being

. immutable, is God.

“ Tnto the Son he ssith
Thy *hrone O God is for ever,” &c.

Another deduction from His immutsbility
is:—

Sccondly : That His gospel must stand for
ever as the liring expression of Himsedf. The

* books of men do not stand as the consfant

expression of themselves simply beeause their
autliors arc conslantly changing in theiridess,
feelings and purposes. \We often live to mfute
our cwn books and regret their publication.

: There are but few, if any, deparfed authors who

would not pe~haps destroy, if they could, the
works they left on carth. They find them so
untrue %o their presen! selves. Bot the author
of the gospel being unclicrable, the gospel
alivays cxpresses Himself. Were He to pro-
duce it this moment it would be thesame. He
would do the same now a5 at Betkany, Jacob's
well, in the house of Simon, &¢. The same
towards the scribes and pharisees, the young
lascyer, the widow of Nain. &c., kc. % He
would say the same thing,” &¢. The gospel
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then is ever fresh and living. Having it we
have the living Jesus ever with us.

Another deduction from His immutability
is:—

Thirdly : Tha! his friends are eternally bles-
sed. Real, holy friendship is the greatest
blessing on earth. But the best often fails a
man here, and leaves his heart bleeding. It
fails sometimes in wisdom, kinduess, fidelity,
power tu help. It always fuils in death. Our
friends dic. Bat Christ's friendship will never
fail in any point. There will never come an
alteration in His feelings, never a bercavement.
He is ‘ the same yesterdzy, to-day, and for
ever” Rejoice then my brother in the un-
changaableness of thy friend.

DIVINE PLANS OF ACTION UNALTERABLE.

# Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break my
covenant of the day, and my corcnant of the night,
and that there should not be day and night in
their scason ; then may also my covenant be broken
with Darid my sercant.”—Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21.

Immense jargon and sometimes worse have
been written and spoken about “ The Cove-
nants.” There are certain technical theologians
who know all sbout the covenants. All I pre-
sume that is meant by the word is plan of ac-
tion. The text suggests three gencral re-
marks :—

First : That the Almighty botk in the malc-
rial and spiritual departments of His universe
acts from plan. The text speaks of a *cove-
nant” with malcrial nature as well g5 with
David. The Infinite One acts evermore from
plan. (1) A priori rcasoning would suggest
this. (2) The coostitution of the creation
shews this. The laws of nature about which
philosophers talk, are oniy parts of His plan
which they have discovered. (3) The Bible
teaches this. It speaks of Him appointing
evervthing in nature—the heavenly orbs, the
rolling ocean, the changing scasons. Gen. i.
Tiii. 21, 22; Isaish iv. 10, 11; 104th Psalm,
&c.

Secondly : That the plan on whick God con-
ducts the materiol universe is manifestly beyond
the power of His crcatures lo alter.  “If ye can
break my covenant,” &c., implying that the
thing is impassible. What mortal can arrest
onc orb in its course, tar * -k the ocean,
change the winds, or make . scasons pause
an jostant in their march? (., Thisis a bless-
ing to sll. If men conld aiter the order of
nstare what would become of us!  (2) Thisis
an argument for the Divinity of miracles, if
mirncles are changes in the order of cature.

Thirdly: The unalicrableness of His plan in
wmalericl najure Hiustrates the wmolteredlencss of
His plan in the spirituc] depariment of action,
“1f ¥c can break my covenant of the day and
my covenaat of the night, and that there should
not be day and night in their scason; then
may also my covenant be broken with David
my servant.” The idea may be generally ex-
preascd thus:—that it is as impossible for aay
change 10 be eficcled in Ged's maral method
of action with His people as it is for fmil man
to alter the institulions of nature. Indeed it
seems o us far more likely that God will alter
His plan of conduct in the material system,
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than that He will do so in the moral. It is
not impossible for God to reverse the order of
nature, but it is impossible for God to ac. con-
trary to those principles of absolute truth and
justice which He has revealed in His words:—
** The mountains shall depart and the hills be
removed,” &c. ¢ Heaven and carth shall pass
away,” &c.
THE DESTINY OF TBE GOOD

% I shall be satisfied when I awake -=ith iy
likeness.”—Psa. xvii. 15.

The words suggest :—

First: That the death of the good is an awgk-
ing from sleep. The best of men are scarcely
awake here. The apostle felt this when he
said : “It is high time to awake out of sieep.”
He was speaking to Christians. (1) There is
much spiritual torpor cven in the best. Where
is that earnest activity which we feel is the
right thing for us ?—the activity which Cirist
had when He said: “I maust work,” &c.
What Paul bad who said: “] count not my
life dear,” &c. “I press towards the mark,”
&c. (2) There is rouch spiritaal dreaming in
the best.  Our views of divine things are often
only as the incoherent visions of a dream. Az
death the soul wakes up. It isa morning to
it ;—n bright, joyous, stirring morning. De
not be afraid of death, then, my brethren.

Secondiy : In this awalcing al deathk there will
be the complete assimilation of the soul to God.
“*When I awake with thy likeness.¥ What is
this likeness? Not a rescemblance to His wis-
dom, power or sovcreignty, but a resemblance
to His gorerning disposilion :—LOVE. Moral
likeness to a being consists in 8 likeness to His
ruling disposition. Variety in material objects
and mentel characteristics, is the glory of the
creation. But similarity in moral disposition
is what Heaven demands as the essence of
virtue and the condition of bliss. Al can
love, and to love is to be like God. At death,
this in the good becomes perfect. Qur sym-
pathics will then flow entirely with Bis; our
wills will then go entirely within the circle
of His.

Thirdly: In this assimilation will consist the
excrlasting satisfaclion of our aature. “ 1 shall
be satisfied.” There is no satisfaction without
this. (1) The spiritual powers will not work
harmoniously under the dominion of any other
disposition. (2) The conscicnce wiil frown
upon any other state of mind. (3) The Great
QOue will not bless with His friendshp any
other state of mind in His creatures. Likeness
to God is likeness to His controlling disposi-
tion ; Iis controlling disposition ia disinferesti-
ed lore and this disinterested love, is that “well
which springs up to everlasting life.”

TNE CONDITION OF SINNERS.
© Prisoners of hope "~—Zech. ix. 12,

First : AN sinncre are priseacrs.. A prisoner
impliecs (1) Oriminalily. (2) Deprivation.
Society, light, &c. (3) Bondage. A sinner is
a slave.  His soul himself is cnslaved, death
cannot free him.  Some of the prisoners have :

Sccandly : Jojpe. Some, not all. None in
hell. Butsome on carth. (1) Provision has
been msade for their deliverance. (2) The
vileat of men have obtained deliverance. ()
Deliverance is {recly offered to all.
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THE EBB OF LIFE.

¢ My days ure past, my purposes are broken off "
~-Job xvii. 11.

The illustrious but afflicted patriarch felt
now that his whole earthly life had well-nigh
ebbed away. Look at the words as a descrip-
tion of expiring life :—

I. THE TERMINATION OF OGR EARTHLY DAYS.
Xy days are past.” (1) Days of secular oc-
cupation are “past.” (3) Days of domestic
life are * past.” (4) Days of redemptive dis-
cipline are ¢ past.”

II. Tux BREAEING UP OF OUR EARTHLY PUR-
PosEs. My purposes are broken off,” &c.
Man’s brain teems with ¢ purposes.” These
give preciousness to his life. He lives in
them and for them. (1) All avaricious pur-
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poaes, purposes fur gain, are broken. (2) All
ambitious purposes, purposes for power are
broken. (3) All voluptuous purposes, pur-
poses for mere pleasure, are broken. Purposes
in factof all kinds, relating merely to this life,
commerciul, literary, artistic and polilical, all are
broken at death. ‘* What castles in the air”
are blown away with the last breath. Oh

‘What is life 7—'Tis a beautiful shell,
Throwe up in eternity’s flow,
On Time's bank of quicksands to dwell,
And a moment its loveliness show.
Gone back to its clement grand,
Is the billow that washed it ashore;
So another i3 leaving the strand,
And the beautiful shell is no more.

Poctry.

ONLY WAITING BY THE RIVER.

We are watching by the river,
We are waiting on the shore,

Only waiting for the boatman :
Soon he'll come to bear us o'er.

He has called for many a loved oune,
We have scen them leave our side;

With our Saviour we shall meet them,
TWhen we too have crossed the tide.

Though the mist hangs o'er the river,
And its billows loudly roar;

Yet we hear the song of apgels,
Wafted from the other shore.

And that bright cclestial city—
We bave caught such radiant gleams
Of its towers like dazzhing sunlight,
With its sweet and peaceful streams.

When we have passed the vale of shadows,
With its dark and chilling tide,

In that bright and glorious city
We shall ever more abide.

So we're watching by the river,
We are watching on the shore,

Quly waiting for the hoxtman ;
Soon he'll come to bear us o'er.

DO THOU BE KIND.

Earth though a lovely place,
Teems with dark care;

Clasping each other come
Death and Despair;

Sorrows cn ¢very side
Frowning we find ;

Sad hearts need sympathy—
Let us bekind.

Love, like the sun, can gild
All things below

E'en tinge with golden light
Trouble and woe.

Few in this world of change
Bver find muoch;

Some souls ne'er feel its warmth—
God pity such!

Hopeless and heart-broken,
Living 'mic gloom,

Many are toiling on
Down to the tomb;

Others are wanderiog
Morally blind ;

Would we do good on carth ?
Letus be kind!

What over wealth and fame
Soars far above ?

‘What is most swect on earth ?
Friendship and love!

Who are most beautiful ?
YWho most refined ?

Those who can pass through life
Truthful and kind !

God slone knows what pain
Some hearts endure ;

How they nced sympatby,
Tender and pure.

We oft in thoughtlessness
Gricf round them wingd;

Oh! when we can, to all
Let us be kind.

-
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THE TWO LIGHTS.

Some murmur when their sky ig clear,
And whoily bright to view,

If onc small speck of dark appesr
In their great heaven of blue;

And some with thankful hesrts are filled,
If but one streak of light,

Ornc ray of God's great mercy, gild
The darkness of their night.

. In palaces are hearts that ask,

In discontent and pride,

Why life is such a dreary task,
And =1l good things denied

And hearts in poorest huts admire
How love has in their aid

(Love that nought cver seems to tire)
Sach rich provision made.

R, C. Trxxcs.



