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LETTER FROM SCOTLAND.

THE Orp Maxse,
EvLir, FIFE, ScoTLAaxD, 1886.

AR EpiTor,—1 just write when the
mood is on me. I leave the matter
E entirely with you to print or burn as
you deem ¢ meet and convenient.”

P interest in what 1 say, don’t waste
printers’ ink with it. I am resting just now

and recruiting strength for the campaign of

the winter.

If you print my * Notes,” kindly send me
half a dozen copies. I would like to give one
to each of the Ministers whose Parishes I have
mentioued.

There are many members of your flock to
whom I would like to send kindest remem-

brances : the Frasers, McDonalds, Gordons, .

McLeods (Archie, etc.). T often think of them
and the happy days of youth I spent with

them. The Comerons, too, were friends good ;

and true, und many others.

When I last wrote you, we were in the midst
of the excitement and work of the General

If you think your readers have no:

I stances.  If your work has given you satisfac-
tion, if you see the fruits of your honest efforts,
i and it the spot where you settle down for the
*six weeks you claim as your due is beautiful
- or historical or quiet, and if God favors you
with health of body and strength of mind,
then there is no reason why you should not
. revel in the delights of your do-nothing season.
I'T amn happy to say that the above circumstances
are more or less mine at piesent. After the
work of a year in & populous Edinburgh Parish,
1 have dropped down for my six weeks’ rest in
.one of the sweetest and quictest little villages
“on the Fifeshire coast. We look out upou the
open sea, and every spot calls up associations
of Scotland’s glorious past. 1In the sky line
stands the Bass Rock, where many a one of
her noblest sons has suffered banishment and
death for her liberties. Away to the North we
have the beautiful Isle of May, which to the
East of Scotland is very much what St. Co-
. lumba’s Isle of lona is to the West. The 0ld
"(Culdee Missionaries took up their abode on
: islands near the coast for the good reason that
i they could more easily sec the approach of en-
"emics and escape their rapacity by having their
! headquarters upon small islands. From the

Assembly. Now 1 write you from the sea- | Isle of May, in the early days of missionary
coast of Fife while on my short aud well-earned ' effort, the Kast Coast of Scotland, and especi-
holiday. While we work in this country we {ally the County of Fife, was Christianized.
work at high pressure. Day and night we are | One of the sweetest experiences to one who has
at it ; and then for a season we claim our holi- | a taste for such things is te take a run in the
day and do absolutely nothing. I am in the } beautiful little steamer ¢ Edinburgh Castle,”
enjoyment of that delightful experience at the | which goes from the pier here twice a week,
present moment, and hence you are to expect | and spend a few hours in the solemn stillness
nothing more than just a few jottings of what | of the beautiful Isle. One is away deep into
holiday reflections are. They are very largely | the past of a thousand years ago, when the
coloured by one’s surroundings and circum- } holy men who brought a knowledge of God to
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the people of Scotland were here, when the|are 498 communicants ; and there is no .
messages and messengers of truth and mercy | senting Church in the Parish.  Take the next
went and came in wicker boats, and wnen re- | Parish, that of ELIE. Here there are in the
ports were brought for the eucouragement of i Parish Church 273 communicants ; in the Fiee
the pious fathers as to the progress of the cause | Church 166 ; the U. P. Church, the Episcopal
of Christ and the prospects of the overthrow . and other dissenting Churches being unrejue.
of the cruel idolatry that for ages held sway sented.  If we go North we come to ST. Ma.
over the lives and characters of var benighted | Naxck, and find 356 communicants in the
forefathers. In the stillness of the suminer| Parish Church, with a Free Church, (the only
air, in hearing of the wash of the breakers at! dissenting Church in the Parish), having
the foot of the high clitfs, varicd only by the : membership of 3.  Go a little further on and
wailing cry of the sea-fowl in their flight, one | you come to the Parish of Crai, and ther
could fancy how conducive to prayer and medi- 1 the same thing is repeated. In the Parish
tation such surroundings were. In the blue ! Church you Lave 490 communicants; in the
sky above and the clear sea below one could | Free Church 177 ; heve thereisa U. P'. Church
not fail to find an eccho of the goodness and | with a membership of 100. Take the other
mercy of God the Father of all His children, ! direction : (o South and you find the sune
to whom the cry of earnest prayer from these | state of things. Tuke Lanrco—famous as the
very rocks went not up in vain. We have the | birth-place of ALEX. SELKIRE, the original of
record of Knox’s prayer, * Give me Scotland | ** Robiuson Crusce.’” Here in the Iansh
or I die!” but we know not how many a time | Church you have 545 communicants ; in the
and oft the Old Culdee Missionarics, with tears| Free Church 123 ; and in the U. P. Church
and strong entreaties, sent up the same fervent | 131, Siwilar facts could be elicited from the
cry. They were “men of like passions” with | official documents published by the several
ourselves and could be discouraged, they could | Churches from year to year. It istrue in the
doubt and tremble for the Ark of God.  They | Highlands, n some Parishes, the Church is
could weep and faint, and if they wept we | lamentably weak. Dut two things ought to
eannot wonder, and if they fainted sometimes | be borne in mind—one, that the U. P. Church
we dare not be astonished. Before them was; has no existence in wany Parishes ; another,
a heathenism darker aud more cruel than that | that these Free Church people have notally
which confrouts any of the Missionaries of the | broken away from the Free Church leader.
present day in any guarter of the wotld. Ouri Dr. Rainy has led the General Assembly of

Missionaries have the strength of the Briuish
Army to protect them against the attacks of
the ill-affected. They may hate you and your
Christianity ; but they will think twice before
they lay a finger on a Missionary who repre-
sents British Christianity. No such protection
shielded our noble forefathers. They literally
¢ took their lives in their hands,” and went
forward in the name and strength of the Lord
God Almighty. To-day the glory has departed
from the Isle of May ouly to rest over Christian
Scotland, to which Christianity came through
the efforts and prayers of those who made their
homes amidst the cliffs of this holy spot.

But there is beauty on the mainland as well
as on the islands which dot the sea. Fife is
one of the most beautiful Counties of Scotland.
Its broad acres teem with the most luxuriant
crops ; its pastures are clothed with the most
valuable cattle; and its towns are active with
local trade. 'The Fifers have always been trae
to the Church of Scotland, and never was the
Church more firmly rooted and more vigorously
healthy than at the present moment. Of this
fact let me give a few instances :—Take the
Parish of KiicoNQUuAR, in which I am at
present residing. In the Parish Church there

the Free Church into a policy of Disestablish-
ment ; but the reople of the Free Church in
the Highlands have gone almost unanimously
and enthusiastically in opposition to it. They
have given birth to Mr. Finlay’s Reconstrue-
tioa Bill in Parliament; and they sent a
monster petition with tens of thousands of
signatures praying Parliament to pass the Bill
as a preliminary step towards the reconstruc
tion of the Church and the final defeat of the
i destructive policy of the Disestablishers. Away
i from the Highlands the Church is strong, und
under the circumstances alluded to above the
Disestablishing cause in the Highlands is weak.
They have the people on their communion
rolls and the Ministers under the authority of
their Church Courts; but the people and the
Ministers are true to the old Free Church of
1843, and totally out of sympathy with the
wave of ecclesiastical Coramunism with which
their Courts arc overwhelmed. Yracticlly
there is more sympathy between the High-
landers and the Church of Scotland than there
is between them and the Free Church as led
and headed by Principal Rainy ; and were it
not that they depend for their assistauce on
the Sustentation Fund, supported largely by
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the wealthy people of Glasgow and Edinburgh, }wns gifted by the Priory of St. Andrew’s to
they would throw off the authority of the Free | the Culdee Missionaries, who took up ground
Assembly and take their stand again for the | in that neighborhood. They got, along with
old principles of 1843. : the Church, large tracts of lund at a distance

Besides shewing the strength of the Church ' for the support of the Ordinances of Religion.
28 compared with Dissent, Fife has much that | That passed into the hamds of the Roman

is historically intervsting. 'Take the metro-

litan Parish of Ctrpar. There we have a
wrial ground consecrated in 1415. The Church
was built in the same year. William Scott
was the name of the Minister (or Priest) who
designed the plan of the spire and built it at
his own expense. Among the ancient monu-
ments and landmarks in Cupar, the thought-
ful observer cannot be long alone. He looks
with mingled feclings upon the monuments
erected over the hurial-place of the kcads and
kands of certain Covenanters who were mar-
tyred duriag he infamous reign of Charles I1.
The inscription on the one side runs thus:
¢ Here lie interred the heads of J.aAur. Hay,
and ANDREW PiTrLiucH, who zuffered mar-
tyrdom at Edinburgh, July 13, 1681, for ad-
hering to the Word of Gop and Scotland’s
covenanted work of Leformation ; and also one
of the hands of DAvip HagrsToN of Rathillet,
who was most cruelly mnurdered at Edinburgh
July 86, 1680, for the same cause.” Our
Covenanting forefuthers are usuaily described
in books and articles in magazines which issue
from the South of thc Tweed as if they were
wade of material which admitted of no quality
except rigidity. A little knowledge of the
wen and a slight acquaintance with Scottish
antiquities shew this to be totally unfounded.
lam convinced that one of the elements of
strength in the Covenaunting struggle was the
dask of poetry which kindled their wild enthu-
siastn and carried the great movement to a
trimnphant issue. In this as in nearly all the
other instances, they have a poetic inscription
upon this singular tombstone, Here it is:—

** Our persecutors. filled with rage,
Their brutal fury to assuage, .
Took heads and hands of martyrs off,
That they might be the people’s scoff;
They lackston's body cut asunder
And set it up a world’s wonder,
In several places, to proclaim
These monsters gloried in their shame.”

The Kirk-Session Records reach back to 1648 ;
and the Register of Births, Deaths and Mar-
riages, from 1654 to the present hour.

. Another most interesting Church in this
intetesting Shire is that of MARKINCH. It is
one of the many Churches whose history goes
back beyond the Roman Catholic Supremacy
to th .jays of the Old Culdee, or Original
Acottish Church. Away back about 920 it

i Catholics when Rome obtained the ascenlaney,
;and uaturally passed into the hands of the
1 Protestant Church when Rowme lost Scotland.
: By a curious turn of affairs in History, nearly
all these lands due to the Church have gone
to the Crown, and this day are used to pay for
our expeusive wars and our wealthy sinccures,
When Rome got the upper hand, the Markinch
lands were mortified back to St. Andrew’s, and,
when their Religious Houses were suppressed at
the Reformation, these lands were taken by the
Crown ; lands which were given for religious
uses and put to those purposes for 600 years,
were coolly swept into the huge coffers of the
Scottish Parliament, and are at this hour used
to relieve the British taxpayer of some of the
burden which his love for fighting ecntails,
That is a phase of the Church question which
Dissenters will not be at pains to make plain.
They won’t tell you that the Church Las been
plundered. They won't tell you that Church
lands have made the British Crown rich whilst
the Church herself is left poor. No; that does
not suit their convenience. It is stern fuct all
the same.

This County of Fife is rich in monuwents
and antiquities of which the history is entirely
lost. In it we have the Mugdrum Cross,
similar to four others in the Parish of Aber-
lemne, in Forfarshire, supposed to be in com-
memoration of victories gained upon the field
of battle. We have also Druidic remains and
traces of Roman occupation, linking us with
the remote pre-Christian past ; making it one
of the most iuteresting Couunties of Bonnie
Scotland, and, as such, just the place to enjoy
the relaxation and pleasiire of a profitable sum.
mer holiday. Ever thine, C.

THE Rev. Hreni SToweLL BrowN, who
died some time ago at Liverpool, G.B., and
who was one of the most forcible speakers of
the day, was at the age of twenty-une an
engine-driver on the London and Narth-
Western Railway. Carey was a shoemaker,
Williams an ironinonger’s apprentice, Muffit a
gardener, Livingstone a factory lad. It is
remarkable how many of those who have done
most for the world have started only with the
advantages of the million. There is sarcly
in that something which not a few of our
readers should find encouraging.
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GLASGOW UNIVERSITY. SCOTTISH FOREIGN MISSIONS.
) 1E following lines on the removal of ( From the Mission Record.)

this famous old Scottish University
$ from High Street to Gilmorhill on the
Kelvin, will awaken many sacred
memories, and recall the venerable

Melville, Zachary Boyd, Adam Smith, Thomas
Reid, James Watt, Sir Wililiam Hamilton,
Archbishop Tait, and many other noble men :

ALMA MATER.

To Gilmorhill old Scotland turns her eyes
‘With cager gaze : and well she may, 1 ween,
For on 1ts summlt fairer turrets rise

Than ever yet on Scottish hill were seen,

Or Scottish plain, Tiil ages far remote,

Much that is noblest in her life shall tend

Unto this once unknown, unhonored spot,

On which undying glories now descend :—
Unphallowed soilno more till time itself shall end.

M*y countrymen, within those clustering walls
"T1s fit that she should have her dwellinfg-qlace.
Who oft has sent her children from her halls
As sons of blessing to the human race;

That commerce gather round her, far and wide,
The wealth she helped to sow, for all to reap ;
That liberal ease and social joy abide,

And subtle thooght and daring action leap
In fricudly unisonyharmonious at her feet.

Approach her ; touch your caps, but not in fear”
*T1s rudeness, not simplicity, she hates:

She's ever courteous when her friends are near,
And all who come are welcome at her gates.
Without, within, the spacious piles survey ;
And, it it please you, call them all your own,
Nor grudge to mark the absence of display ;
Nor say, with disappointment in your tone,
That everything is but of iron, wood or stone.

She would not sit in velvet, nor would be

-Content alone to rouse the mind and heart ;

To every youth that stands beside her knee

This noblest lesson she would fain impart :—

“When sl:ilbborn force shall yield at your com-
mand,

Health at your touch shall triumph over pain,

“‘When light and knowledge, from the generous

hand,

Awaken life and gladness in your train,

In humble, sweet contentment thou thyself
remain.”

Revered be they, a grateful nation’s pride,

Or heirs of gentlest thought, or gentle blood,

‘Whose g(:lounsela point, and wise instructions
guide

-Qur rising manhood to its chiefest good ;

.Each (o his proper sphere, with sagest sf(ill.

Directing ; warning each where dungers are.

A cheer to those the eager ranks who fill,

Who watch the world's great battle from afar,

And gallantly are girding for the fiery war,

The path of all the people yet shall be

That which the and brave have ever trod.

Earth yget shall shine refulgent, like the sea

Of glass and fire before the throne of God.

The strongest to the front! Our foes retreat.

Dark ignorance and vice forsake th.ir den.

Truth hurries to and fro, with flying feet.

An Eden springs around us once again ;

.And songs‘ of angels mingle with the shouts of
men!

historic names of Principal Andrew | g

ur Foreign Mission Committee, car.
o Tying out a deliverance of last Gen.

eral As-embly, have taken a step
whici may greatly influence the future
of the Mission. They have addressed
a letter to all Presbytcries, Ministers,
and Kirk-8essions, inviting them to form au
Organising Mistion Committee in every con-
gregation throughout the Church of Scotland.
The desiga is to entiust the cause of the Mis.
sion to & popularly-constituted body in each
parish—the Mission Committee of the congre-
gation. Ladies are eligible to be members of
the Committee, and “ whososver in the congre-
gation has missionary enthusiasm and Chris.
tian good seuse.” 1t will report to the Kirk.
Session, and be urder its control, as church
order requires. The movement is made also
in the interest of the other Schemes of the
Church, and will benefit the Ladies’ Missici-
ary Associations. The leading points of the
letter are—(1) A great chauge is needed. We
have a good Foreign Mission very inadequatcly
supported, aud the Chmich of Scotland has,
even in these times, ample resources which are
not reached from want of efivctive organisation.
(2) The evil to be remedied is that at present
the Missicn is the Mission of the few, not of
the many. Some startling facts are brought
to light m proof of this. 3) The remedy
must be sought, though not exclusively, in
organisation. The Committee will help the
minister, and help the congregation, by dif-
fusing information concerning Missions, and
collecting for them. It is hoped that this
letter will in some way be put before the
whole Church.

We learn that a movement is cn foot in
Japan to promete the use of the Roman letter
in preference to the Chinese ideographic system
of writing and printing. ¢ The remarkatle
thing,”’ says the Rev. William Imbrie, D. D,
of Tokiyc, ¢“is the sudden and powerful hold
which tbe idea has taken upon the Jajyanese
mind. The Romaji Kwa?, or Roman Letter
Society, now numbers more than six thouzand
members, and has all the influence of the
Imperial University behind it. The move-
ment, if successful, will save every educated
Japanese seven ycars of study, will break dew:
a wall of partition between the Anglo-Saxon
and the Japanese m'nd, and cannot but serve
as a rapid means for the introduction of s
Christian literature and Christian ideals.”
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The Edinburgb Medical Missionary Societyl

has for many years been a most helpful ally to |
the Misston enterprises of all the Churches. {
1ts Training Institution has sent forth Medical |
Missionaries of many nationalities—Scotch, | Europe than we have any idea. 3
English, Irish, French, German, Swedisk, and | mated that there are 135,000 lepers in India,
even Chinese—to labour in conncction with | There are many proofs in this interesting It

different Churches and Missionary Socicties in ; Report that labour among the lepers has not

a4
=
leprosy which was so specially provided for &

prevalent not only in the Fast but even

in the book of Leviticus, and which called
forth the healing power of Christ, is far mdB -

It is «sk X

all parts of the world. Its Quarterly Paper . been in vain. 2
is an interesting record of the progress and :
success of Medical Missions in many different |  pyp  cAIRD ON HOME MISSIONS. Y

Mission-fields. At present, however, our ob-
ject is to call attention to a volume recently
published by its Secretary and Superintendent,
the Rev. John Lowe, F.R.C.S.E, on Medical
Missions, their Place and Power (London: T.
Fisher Unwin), Mr. Lowe is qualified by suc-
cessful labour in India and long experience as

the head of the Kdinburgh Training Institu-:
And he treats

tion to treat of the subject.
of it with a perfect mastery alike of principles
and details. His first chapter on * The Divine
Method ” is an admirable exposition of the
lealing Ministry of our Blessed Lord. A more
complete vindication of the principle of

Medical Missions it would be impossible to:

conceive, and the illustrations of the value of
such missions as a pioneer agency aie very
telling. We heartily agree with Mr. Lowe in
magnifying the office of the Medical Mission-
ary. It may be determined by the circum-
stances of tive case whether the Medical Mis.
sionary is te be ordained or not; but it is
assential that his medical training should be
thorvugh and complete, and that his zeal and
eatnestness and evangelistic gifts should be
fully proved. The volume contains an inter-
esting account of the home work of the
Edinburgh Medical Mission and a sketch of
the history and progress of Medical Missions.
it closes with an appeal to yonng men, to
students, and to the friends of Missions. We
heartily commend this suggestive volume to
all interested in the progress of Missions.

The specialising of missionary effort is char-

DN the accasion of the recent opening
% of a new church for what will soon be
3 the Parish of Langside, Drincipal
s (A Caird made reference to the present
@l Position of the Chureh of Scotland.

™ This is, as far as we know, his only
public ntterance on the subject, and it is well
worthy of permanent record. He said at the
close of his sermon :

“We do not, or ought not, to entertain any
jealousy of the progress and prosperity of other
Christian denominations, but it is natural that
wo should feel a special attachment to that
Church which has been to us from childhood our
spiritual home, which is (ndeared to us us iundi-
viduals and fumilies by the most sacred arsocia-
tions, and which the historie traditions of cen-
turies have rendered venerable in oureyes. The
present, as we know, is for our Church a time
of trial and danger. Tt would be wrung in me
to disturb the feelings proper to this time and
place by any reference to our wretched ecclesi-
astical strifes and conflicts; but I do not think
it is out of keeping with the character of the
oceasion to say that, if the days of the Church
of Scotland are numbered, what is taking place
here to-day is only one amongst a thousand
proofs that it will rot be becaure her spiritual
life is extinct or waning, or because she has
begun to slumber at her post of duty. I give
all credit for conscientiousness to those who
think otherwise, but I have never heard any
argument to gonvince me that amidst the ever-
growing spiritual needs of the country-—needs
with which it taxes thc resources of all owr
ecclexiastical organisations to keep pace—it

acteristic of the growing missionaty organisa- | woyid be other than folly to fling away or divert
tion of the Christian Church. The Mission : to secular uses the mc:;y;,s whifh u,Z piety of
to Lepers in India has lat:ly issued its i bygone generations has tequeathed to ys tor the
Eleventh Anpual Report. During the past|religicus instruction and edification of the
twelve months the Society has assicted eight | community. But, on the other hand, it would
asylus by providing for the support of 124 ] be no sign of spiritual health if we, the custo-
lepers, making grants for the payment of ! diers of this sacred bequest, should cense to act
teachers, erection of buildings, and other ex- in the gpirit ofn,b Inhteritedbwealtbélfidtnr‘rests
Lo : activity, is no boon to either individuals or

J{)‘:(::es‘;,i t}Ofttl':wseC gsy]‘l'mi{f.ou,' are in gon.":‘f‘ institutions. An endowed church ought,
with N € urch  MLi8s1onaly  S0Clely, | yayond all others, to be, in the beet sense ot the

(wo W_‘th the American I_’rgsbyt«-nan .Mh-'.:xon, phrase, a voluntary church, solf-extending, ready
J.me with the London Missionary Society, a“d‘}to occupy new fields of labour, foremost

one with Gossner’s Evangelical Mission. The !in reclaiming the waste places of the land,
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growing with the growing numbers and spiritual
necextitics of the population. Ido not say that
our Church is in this respect doing all she
might do; but when here and elsewhere we
see new churches rising, new congregations
forming, new purishes organised, new centres of
Christian activity created whereve+ there arises
the demand for shem, I think I may confidently
appeal to this us ono awong many proofs I
might ndduce that her ancient endowments have
not strangled the life of the Church of Scotland,
and that, as to all that constitutes the health
and vigour of s Christian Church, she is oot in
an cffete or moribund condition. And this, too,
let me only add, is the best Church-defence
argument. Public meetings and platform
speeches have their use. It is well to meet
argument with counter-argument, and to show,
a8 abie and eloyuent men have been doing, that
on this question we are not afraid of an appeal
to reason and common sense. But such efforts
are but too apt to generate odious and unchristiun
animosities, and to lend fuel to the unhallowed
fire of party spirit. The best bulwark of the
Church is the character of the Church itself.
The best way to save the Church is to show that
she is worth perserving. Be it yours and mine,
my friends, in our several spheres of duty, by our
Christian zeal and sclf-denying efforts for the
spiritual welfare of the community, to present
in its most cogent and convincing form this
argument to the world. Be it yours and mine,
even amidst the storm that threatens her exist-
ence, by quietly continuing our efforts to extend
her boundaries and increase her effieiency, to
show that we at least have not lost faith in our
Church’s future,”

AN AMERICAN VIEW.

ROFEssOR C. A. Briges, D. D., of
New York, a well-known author and
 joint-editor of the Presbyterian Review,
sends an article to The New York
¥ Indegendent on the Scottish General
/" Assemblies at which he was present.
It is interesting to observe how the discussions
of our Supreme Courts strike a thoughtful
American Pregbyterian. He reports both Gen-
eral Assemblies to have been distinguished by
an earuest, spiritual tone such as has not been
noted for many years. In the practical work of
the churches what seems to have struck him
most was the Report of the Christian Life and
Work Committee of the Church of Scotland.
He dwells with approval upon the proposed
organisation of Women’s Work, and he regards
the proposals as to deaconesses as embracing the
advantages of the English and Continental
systems without their objectionable features,
The Young Men's Guild receives commendation,

and the learned Professor evidently considers it~
constitution as in some respects i advance of
the American Young Men’s Christian As.
sociation ; he says it is ¢ more comprehensiv.
in work and less comprehensive in organisa.
tion."” He describes the Disestablishment debat.
in the Free Church, and takes notice of the
enthusiasm awakened in the Established Church
by the Report on Church Defence. He alsy
furnishes the American public with a very fair
account of the Union discussion in iast Assem-
bly. He sums up the situation as regards the
Church in these words :—

* There can be little doubt that the Establish-
ed Church has a certain advantage in the situ-
ation at present. In the struggle against Dis
establichment and Disendowment they have all
the weight of the conservatizm ~f the nation on
their side. They have organised the entire
Chureh into local societies to agitate in Church
defence, and their orgunisation has certainly
been conducted with masterly skill. They have
one thousand working Committees in different
parts of the land. They have also rallied to
their standards a considerable number of the
Free Church, especially the Highlands, whe ar
opposed to Disestablishment and Disendowment,
and also very generally members of the Epis-
copal Chureh, and that increasing body of
inf 1ential men, outside of all ecclesiastical con-
nection, who admire the breadth of opinion in
the Church of Scotlund, and have little eare for
ceelesiastical and dogmatie principles. There
are not a few even in the United Presbyterian
Church who hesitate to rob the ancient Church
of its endowments. The campaign has been con-
ducted with greater skill in the defence of the
Establishment than in the attack upon it. For
the present, at least, the Established Church
has the confidence of succese in its defence, and
fecls that it is gaining largely upon the other
churches, It claims to be considerably larger
than all the other Presbyterian churches com-
bined.”

ERRONEOUS STATISTICS.

E quote the following very mild
K yet weighty rebuke from the Scot.
% tish Mission Record, to teach our

G readers to beware of publishcd Re-
35%@? ports which mislead by many tens
“%®= " of thousands :—
¢«THE DISTRIBUTION AND STATISTICS OF
TRE ScorrtisH CHUrcHEs. (F.iinburgh :
Macniven and Wallace, 2s. 6d.) The idea
of this book is good. It is important to see
at a glance the number and relative strength
of congregations of all denominations in each

place. 1t is to be regretted that the statistics,
as far as the Church of Scotland is concerned,
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are not the official statistics of the Church,
aml are much out of date. Thus the Com-
wmunicants of the Church of Scotland are not
even those of 1884, whose number was officially
reported to the General Assembly of 1885 as
535,622, They are given here at 540,061.
Even in 1883 the Church had nearly four thou-
sand (3908) communicants more than that.

“Agan, the Free Church membership
@apparently for 1885) is given as 329,541,
We learn from the preface that this includes
63,739 persons in Highland districts who are
not communicauts at all —so that the Free
Church Communicants are really only 265,782,
Yet in the Abstract at the end of the baok,
whick we have already seen gnoted for purposes
of comparisen, ouly the larger number is
given. It will be seen how rigleading this
iy, il we consider that in the large Highiand
Syned of Argyll the Chuich of Scotland,
with 11,212 communicants, is much stronger
tusn the I.ce Church with 4740 communi.
cants ; but in the Abstract the Free Church
membership for Argyll is swetled to 16,414,
by counting in 11,674 adherents, while the
Church of Scotland membership is stated as
11,212, We fear it is not likely that neglect
of Holy Communion is altogether confined to
Free Church  congregations, The general
result is that in this Abstract the relative
strength of the Church of Scotland and the
Free Church appears to be—

Chureh of Scotland.......540,061 members.
Free Church.............329,541 members.

While the real figures should be—

Chureh of Scotland..564,435 communicants.
Free Church........265,782 communizants.

“ We direct the attention of the publishers
to these blemishes, because we believe they
wish their biok to be correct, and we are
indebted to them for valuable information in
this book which is not to be found elsewhere.”’

SATIRICAL VERSES.

Tur. following verses from the Lynn Union
hit off' some ludicrous funcies and whims of to-
day with keen wit and amusing satire :—

THE IDEAL EDITOE.

A man who runs a paper
Should kn'»w every human caper,
And hoid up the torch of knowledge like a
gleaming mxdni%ht taper.
He should be profound as Plato,
Pliant as a boiled potato,
And as humble to his patrons as a street and
crossing scraper.
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fle shonld honor in his journal
¥very captain, crank, and colone},
Aund dish up their proud achievements in a
hodge-podge cooked diurnal
He should putf- the hardened liar—
Club< and concerts, chureh and choir,
With long adjectives, sonorous, sweet, seraphic
and supernal.

He must write the funny enlumn
That makes al its readers solemn,
With the fashions, frills, and flounces, furbelows
and—what d'ye call ‘em?
Quell the copy-fiends’ wild revel,
Squelch and massacre the devil,
And put on a brow of thunder that shall petrity
and appal ‘em.

He must be a news reilector
Of the lyceum and lectur’,
And rain down h a taffy torrents on the veteran
milk inspector
He must be a prompt adviser
To each foreign king and kaiser,
And keep out his key-hole telescope to dodge
the bill collector,

A GIRL OF THE PERIOD.

She had great and varied knowledge. picked
up at a female college, of quadratics, hy-
drostatics and pneumatics, very vast ;

She was stuffed with erudition as you stuff a
leather cushion, all the ologies of the col-
leges and the knowledges of the past.

She had studied the old lexicons of Peruvians
and Mexicans, their theology, anthropolo-
gy and geology d'er and o'er:

She knew all the forms and features of the pre-
higtoric creatures—ichthyosaurus, plesio-
saurus, megalosaurus and many more.,

She'd describe the ancient Tuscans, and the
Basques and the Etruscans, all their grid-
dles and their kettles, and the victuals
that they gnawed ;

She'd discuss, the learned charmer. the theology
of Brahma, and the scandals of the Van-
dals, and the sandals that they trod.

She knew all the mighty giants and the master
miads of science, all the lcarning that was
tarning in the burning mind of man ;

But she couldn't prepare a dinner for a gaunt
and hungry sinner, or get up a decent sup-
per for her poor voracious papa, for she
nle\'er was constructed on the old domestic
plan.

MODEEN LOVE AT SIGHT.

There was a man of knowledge deep, command-
ing swe?, who knew a heap—a man who
studied dav and night, and hardly spared
the dime to sleep.

Thiz: man so staid had found a maid demure,
afraid, and half dismayed, shy as the
nymph of ancient myth sequestered in
some sylvan shade.

This maid so rare, with golden hair and modest
air, so debonair, she charmed this man of
learned lore, and caught him in her witch-
ing snare.

This man of thought and learned lore, his hafr
he tore, and o’er and o’er he loudly swore
that he would cherish her for aye, and he
would love her evermore.
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Now they are wed, in study nooks among his
books his knees he crooks, and sces his
wife a0 seldomn now that he's forgotten
how she looks.

The wife to whom the man before so loudly
swore he'd her adore forevermore, lives
with her mother and declares heor husband
is a regular bore.

~ The Monthlp Becord,
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NATIONAL CHRISTIANITY.

HIS was and is the heart’s desire of good

people in all lands and in all times.

Even before His Incarnation, Jrsus

> CrRIsT was the Hope of Israel and

. the Desire of All Nations. Moses

prayed, ¢ O forgive this PEOPLE ;—

or blot me out too!” Paul's prayer to Gob

was for ISRAEL to be saved, though he should

be accursed for them. John Knox prayed

with like fervency, ¢ LORD, give me SCOTLAND ;
—or 1 die!”

This is still the heart’s desire and prayer of
the Church of Scotland at home and in the
Colonies far and near. We all share in it.
‘While the Rev. Gavin Lang was with us, he
urged on us this TRUE NATIONAL UNITY oF
CHRISTIANITY in preference to & mere deno-
minational union. He still urges this true
National Unity of Christians in Scotland. We
see that many on this side the Atlantic do not
understand this at all,

Let us explain to them. The wisest and
best men in the world now see that JEsts
CHEIST Is DIvINE, and that His Word con-
tains the true and perfect Religion for man, in
a way that all human creeds utterly fail to do.
They therefore desire to have true Unity in

His Word sud Spirit ; and to extend it on the
broadest Natiounal lines, to all who seek it
nay, to sll who need it, whether small or great,
weak or strong, rich or poor: *‘freely ye have
received, freely give.” They hold that every
Christinn Nation should provide Gov’®s Wont
and ordinances for all its people ; especially for
the poor, who cannot provide for themselves.

This is the platform of our Church. It longs
and labors for true Unity of spirit and activity
among all Christians It shrinks fromn mere
denominational union on joint stock lines, us
too prone to intensify sectarianism and into)-
erance. The world is Leginning to see this,
It is getting tired of its strifes and schisms,
with its sects und isms,  We see with pleasur»
that the noble Church of England is of the
same mind in this, and desires true National
Unity of all Christisns who submit to Gon's
Word as the Only Rule of eonscience.

OCR SHORTER CATECHISM.

’}/X"UESTION 36. We are taught that all
who are savingly converted, justified,
adopted, and sanctified, are entitled
to share, even in this life, assurance
of God’s love, peace of conscience, .
joy in his Spirit, increase of grace,
and perseverance therein to glory eternal.
But how few come up to the conditions of
eomplete conversion and sanctifieation on the
one hand, or to the privileges of assurance,
perseverance, and constant increase of grace
on the other! Too often we find a false
assurance in the Pharisee, the novice, or the
sinner without sanctification ; while the truly
penitent and pious are oft sad and despond-
ent ! But ¢he that exalteth himself shall
be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall
be exalted.” We believe in the perseverance
of saints (viz. sanctified persons) but not in the
perseverance of sinners or novices. If angels
fell, let us and all beware! And especially
those who think they stand safe! Vet let
every soul seck perfect sanctification, and all the
unspeakable privileges it ensures. 2 Pet.1:10.

37. There are various kinds of death. In
so far as we dic to sin and self, just so far we
live to grace and to God. When this death
is complete in us, then we are ¢ complete in
Him.” This is the great life work of true
believers. Even after it is begun in the soul the
body resists it with old Heredity and Habits.
Therefore our vile bady must be put off, aud
we completely changed. But if we wisl: to

pass into glory at death, we must begin 10w
and be truly sanctified believers. To delay i
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hope of a sudden change at death, or after
death, or after breath, is a deadly snare ! 2
Cor 5. 10.

38. Both the just and the unjust shall be
mised from the dead, in indestructible spiritual
hedies. (1 Cor. xv. 42-50.) But the Loup's
faithful servants shall be openly acknowledged
and accepted hy Him, and made perfectly
happy to all eternity in His presence, in such
scenes and ways of bliss, us eye hath not seen,
ear heard, or heart of man conceived. 1 Cor.
2:9.

The state of the wicked, driven away in
their wickedness to shame and everlasting
contempt, is too dismal to contemplate t  Our
catechism therefore (like Mirza) leaves the
awful eloud that hangs over them unlifted,

Here ends the first part of our catechism,
teaching *“ what we are to believe concerning
Gop " The remaining part tells ¢ what duty
Gob requireth of Man.”
dience, though separable in theory, must be
united in practice.

39. God is related to man as his Creator,
Preserver, Teacher, Sovereign, Saviour, and
Allin-all. Man is therefore related to Gon
by the sacred tie of DUTY, as his creature, child,
lmpil. subject and worshipper. Obedience to

lis Perfect Will is consequently man’s eternal
duty and greatest wisdom.

VEALED is insane, moustrous and suicidal.
Prov. 8 : 386.

40. The Moral Law is the rule of eternal
Rightuess or Order. It depeuds on the very
Divine Nature itself, and hence also isimpressed
and interwoven into Human Nature and the
Fitness of Things. God revealed it to man at
first in this way, as His Law written in the
living tables of the heart and mind. But
when man turned from it by selfwill, God re-
stored it by outward sigus and visions; but
especially by His Words on the Mount of Sinai,
and His Sermon on the Mount of Beatitudes,
where Christ shows that it is more imuovable
than Heaven and earth. (Matt. 5: 18). It
is Justice and Judgment in living form, as the
Basis of God’s Throne, (Ps. 89: 14).

41. This Meral Law is summarily (viz.,
implicitly, but not explicitly) contained or
symbolized in the Ten Commandments. They
should be in the heart—that is, the love. Fail-
ing there, they were written on tables of stone ;
warning and conde mning the stony hearts that
had destroyed the love of them which was
spirit and life, but idolized their outer letter
Jasn hollow shell, dead and chill, simply as a

-ource of selfish gain, alike in Worldliness and
Other-Worldliness !

For Fuith and Obe-:

Wilfully to disobey
that WiLy which He has so graciously Re.'

Yet that Law, in its Letter and Spirit, is
Love. It is the very nature of God, the very
Spirit of Heaven. "That Law was the CENTRAL
SANCTITY of the Tabernacle, the ’I‘(-m})lo, and
the very Ark of the Covenant itself, which
represented JEHovau-JEsts. So He sid,
“ Lo, 1 come! To do Thy Will [ rove.
Ty Law isin My Heart!”

42 This “Sum of the Ten Command-
ments” is as their very soul and life. [t was
given to the Jews in their Uld Testament,
though they so sadly omitted it, and looked
only to the vail or outer letter. (Deut. 6: 5
Lev. 19: 18). . For waut of this spirit and life of
Love, their Faith became Dead Faith ; their
Works Dead Works; their Souls ¢ Dead in
trespasses and sins.”  True love is the only
living spring of all really loyal obedience
to tiod and faithfuluess to man and woman,
(1 John 4: 16-20).

48 This Preface of the Law shows us that
" the same God our Maker is also our Deliverer
. —that is, our Redeemer. The eternal
"Jenovan declares Himself ours, Redeeming
“us from the State of Nature and the Bondage
of S8in. John 8 : 34-36.

44. This answer proves that our forefathers
 of the British Churches knew and avowed the
‘truth (so much ignored by many to-day)
that the letter of Scripture has a spiritual
sense. Thus Egypt typifies the state of unre.
generate Nature. Bondage typifies the slavery
of sin. The Exodus typifies our delivernnce
'from our fallen state of sin and misery, and
‘our introduction iuto s state of salvation by
our Divine Redeemer. )

The ignoring of this spiritual sense in
Seripture by so many who falsely call them-
selves orthodox to-day is the real secret cause
of the utter havoc which many are making of
| the literal text of Scripture, which is its vail
iand clothing. They strip off these garments
{ from the Living Word, who is the Spirit and
Life of all sacred Scripture. Then they cut up
the garments ; each sect taking a part; but
they let His seamless vest go by lottery. Any
i maa of good sense may see, if he only examines
| properly, that if that Preface to the Ten Com-
: mandments is not to be taken in its spiritual
i sense, then the Moral Law is for the Jews who
came out of the literal Egypt, and is not ad-
dressed to us, Gentiles, at all!  See also Rom,
2: 28, 29,

Here we close these delightful lessons for
this season. Teachers who continue their
classes during winter, may find the rest of the
Shorter Catechism explained in the MONTHLY
REcorD for 1384, under the head of ¢ PRECIOUS
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ScriptrraL TneoLocy,”” beginning with the
April nuwber, and ending with Nov., 1884.

EVANGELISTIC WORK.

AST winter the presbytery of New
?3 York divided itself into several dis-
2" tricts, and arranged for the holding
of special evangelistic services in all
the churches of the several districts
in turn until the whole presbytery
had been gone over. The work in every in-
stance was under the direction of the pastor
of the church in which the meetings were at
the time heing held. The pastor was aided by
five of his ncighbouriug brethren.

In a recently pubHshed account of this work
of grace, the Rev. Professor Briggs, of N. York,
says: “‘The meetings were conducted by the
pastor and his associates in the ministry, and
by his own people and helpers from the neigh-
bouring congregations. Thus the pecple felt
that the work was their own work, for which
they wcre personally responsible, and yet they
were assured of the co-operation and heip of
the entire presbytery.

Great attention was also given to general
meetings for conference and prayer. The
work was introduced in October by two con-
ference meetings, one for members of presbytery
alone, another for Christian workers of the
presbytery. These meetings showed that the
presbytery were united in the movement, and
that they were prepared to enter into it with
earnestness and enthusinsm. Monthly con-
ferences were also held during the winter, at
the close of each month’s work, ere beginning
the work from the new centres.

The work was carried on without excitement,
but with tuoroughuess and marked success.
Some of the pastors were not as earnest and
hopeful as others. Some were not as skilful
and eflicient in work of this kind as others.
Some churches were not in as goad a condition
for the work as others. But taking the work
as a whole, it has certainly been the most com-
prehensive and successful that has ever been
carried on in New York. There have been
several hundred more accessions to the church-
es of the presbytery than ever before in its his-
tory. The times of excitement and special
effort convected with the visit of Mr. Moody
and other cvangelists to New York, hav- fallen
very far short of the fruits of this quiet, thor-
ough, and efficient work in the regular chan-
nels of the churches of the presbytery itself.
The reports from the churches were so excellent,
vt last meeting of the presbytery, that thev

gave thanks to God and resolved to appoiut a
committee to prepare a similar plan for next
winter, with such improvements as the experi-
ence of the past campaign had suggested.”

Is there any reason why evervy presbytery of
our Church should not this wint-r fcllow so
good an example, and reap like blessed fruits
Local circumstances would necessitate and sug-
gest modifications of methods ; but the impor-
tant points to be kept in view are systematic
evangelization of all the congregatiou:, cach
minister feeling that he could count on the
help of his brethern, and all the peeple seeing
that the mnovement had the sanction and com-
mendation of the presbytery. Now is the time
to make arrangewents,  Which of our presby-
teries will lead the way ? PR,

CHRIST DIED FOR ALL.

2 Cor. 5: 15; Heb. 2: 9.
'EE have often set before you the

noble doctrine of Scripture and

§ our Church, that Curist died for

“a the whole world; and that the
ﬂgai‘o-'f human being can never be born
“-%E»= 7 whose sins were not laid on this
Surety. It is a deep and mysterious but glo-
rious truth, that the sins of every man were
punished in JEsUS, so that the guiltiness of
each individual pressed in upon the Mediator,
and wrung out its penalties from His flesh and
His spirit. The Person of CHRIST JEsUS wis
Divine, but in that person were united the two
natures, human and divine. And on this ac-
count it was that the sins of every man could
rush against the Surety, and take their penalty
out of His anguish. It is not merely that
CHRIST was the brother of every man. A man
and his brother are walled off, and separated,
by their personality. What is done by the
one, cannot be felt as his own action by the
other. But CHrisT, by assuming our nature,
took, as it were, a part of every man. He was
not, as any of us is, a mere human individual.
But HAVING HUMAN NATURE AND NOT HUMAN
PERSONALITY, he was tied, so to speak, by a
most sensitive fibre, to each member of the
enormous family of mau. Aud along these
unnumbered threads of sympathy there came
iravelling the evil thoughts, the evil words,
and the evil deeds, of every child of the rebel-
lious race ; and they all knocked at His heart,
and asked for vengeance: and thus the sin
became His own in everything except its guilt-
iness ; and the wondrous result was brought
round that ¢ He that did no sin, nor was guile
found in His mouth,” had yet to feel every
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sin that was ever committed, and be pierced
by it, and torn by it : and the alone innocent
me—the solitary undeofiled and uaprofaned
wan—He was so constitutionally bound up
with ench rehel against Gop, that the rebellion
in all its ramifications, seemed to throw itself
into His heart ; and convulsing where it could
not contaminate, dislocated the soul which it
could not defile, and caused the thorough en-
durance of all the wretchedness and all the
anguish which were due to the transgressions
of a mighty population! Aye, and it is be-
cause I can clearly perceive that in taking
human nature, CHRIST fastened me to Himself
by one of those sympathetic threads which can
pever he snapped, that I feel certified that
every sin which I ever committed, and every
sin which I shall commit, wert in upon the
Mediator and swelled His sufferings.  When
He dicd, my sins, indeed, had not been perpe-
trated.  Yet, forasmuch as they were to be
perpetrated in the natme which He had taken
to Himself, they came crowding up from the
unborn ages ; and they ran, like mclten lead,
along the fibre which even then bound me to
the SAvIOUrR; and pouring themselves iuto
the sanctuary of His righteous soul, helped to
wing from Him the mysterious cry, ‘“mine
iniquities "-—mine, done in the nature which
is constitutionally mine—¢ mine iniquities
have taken hold upon me, so that I am bot
able to look up : they are more than the hairs
of my head : therefure my heart faileth wme.”
(Psalm 40: 12.)

Now it was with a distinct reference to every
one, even the poorest and the meanest of our
race, that ¢“the WoRD was made flesh *’ and
dwelt and died upon this earth. It was not
only that Gob cared for the world in the mass,
as a province of His empire tenanted by the
froward aud the wretched. He cared for each
single descendant of Adam. We know with
an assurance beyond all doubt, that Curisr
JESUS TASTED DEATH FOR EVERY MAN. (Heh.
2:9,; Isa. 53: 6; 2 Cor. 5: 15; 1 John
2:2; etc.) We are commissioned to tell
every Luman being ou earth, “the Son of the
Eternal died for thee,-—for thee separately,—
for thee individually.” We are commanded to
preach the Gospel to every man, woman and
child of the human race, no matter how poor,
sad, obscure, sinful or despairing. Although
& mere unit, or almost a cipher in the vast
sum of human beings, yet still none the less,
“JEHOVAH JFSUS TASTED DEATH FOR THEE.”
“Ccme unto Him, and He will give thee rest.”
(Heb. 2: 95 Matt. 11: 28.)

{Read and study well, and lesrn by heart
this precious and almost superhuman lesson

from the Rev. Henry Melville, B. I, of Lon-
den.  An able and scholarly critie, the late
George R. Young, M.P.P., says of him:—
¢In the Pulfit 1 beard Benson, Melville,
Boone, Baptist Noel, the Bishop of London,
Dr. Chalmers, and Dr. Gordon ; but of the
English Church, Melville is superior to them
all and is in my mind the beau ideal of a
Christian orator.”’ — Lecture X1., “Un Litera-
ture, Science and Education.'’)

SIGNS OF THE TIMES,

L FALRFUL EARTHQUAKES have occurred
in Crecce, Egypt, Italy, and the Uni-
: ted States of America, Angust 28, and
5. later.  Greece has suffered most in
2% loss of life and ruin of cities ; hut on
¥ August 31, another terrille shock
overthrew Charleston, a city of 50,000 inhab-
itants, in South Carolina, and other sﬁqcks
followed, causing the ruin of ahout ten milliens
of property in Chatleston, besides ahout fifty
lives lost and many more wounded. These
sgreat earthquakes in dive:s places,” simul-
tancously, ate significant, so soon after the
fearful voleanic earthquake in New Zealand
some months ago. Vesuvius is again in wild
eruption. The most terrible shocks cccurred
at night; near 10 P. . at Charleston ; and
about midnight in Greece, where the village of
Pyrgos and the town of Phillatr, on the west-
ern coast of the Morea, were the chief suffer-
ers, and furnish, it is believed, 300 that have
perished. Tn Pyrgos not 2 home is left stand-
ing, while Phillatra is swept away or swallowed
up in chasms caused by the earthyuakes. The
she.cks were experienced throughout all Greece
in a greater or less degree. In the town of
Zaute, on the island of Zacynthus, every
house was damaged, and the inhabitants fled
in terror to the open country  Advices from
Zante say cxcessive heat, dead calms :u‘xd un-
usually high tides forewarncd the inhabitants,
The carthquake centre appearts to be in the sea
at a point thirty miles south of Zante. The
earthquake is said to be of volcanic origin.
Geologists now surmise that both the core and
the crust of the earth are solid, but that be-
tween these a soft and steamy layer exists, and
causes vibrations aud upheavals when some
part of the crust settles down suddenly by
secular changes. It is supposed variously that
the Atlantic bed has settled, or else the Appa-
'lachian or Alleghany mountains, causing the
' shock in America. Still, it is not the less from
. Divine Providence; for not a sparrow falls
" without our Father's permission,

b
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‘ And though He thunders by laws,
The thunder is not less His voice.”

ALEXANDER of Bulgaria returned in triumph
at the call of his loyal subjects, and was re-
ceived with great joy. But in reply to a very
modest letter, he got this rude answer from
the Russian Czar :—¢“] cannot approve of your
return to Bulgaria, foreseeing from it sinister
consequences for the country already so sorely
-tried. The mission of Prince Dolgorouki has
become inexpedient. I shall abstain, so long
as your highnegs remains in Bulgaria, from any
intervention in the sad condition to which the
country is reduced. Your highness must de-
cide your own course. I reserve to myself to
Jjudge what my father’s venerated memory, the
interests of Russia, and the peace of the East
require of me.” This showed at once the utter
hostility of Russia, and its hand in the con-
spiracy. And as neither Germany nor England
would go to war in his aid, he was forced to
give up his throne to the great grief of his loyal
Bulgarians! It is = most cruel outrage of
Russia. The end is not yet. ALEXANDER
left Bulgaria with all the honors that his sub-
Jjeets could heap upon kim. It is reported he
is invited to Balmoral by his brother, our!
Queen's son-in-law. Bismarck keeps clear of
strife, lest France and Russia should join
against Germany. It is absurd for Russia to
say she gives Bulgaria full liberty. Has she
not driven her Prince Alexander from her, and
will she not do so with every Prince if he be
not a mere tool of Russia ?

WHILE these war-clouds are gathering in the
East, a new and deepened iuterest will be felt
in the question of Imperial Federation. The
London Spectator says :—¢ There would be no
paper-Union in a Fleet to which, at the thun-
der of the first cannon, contributory navies
might pour from every quarter of the globe.
From Australia and the Cape, from New Zea-
land and the islands of the Southern Sea, and
from the Canadian ports that hold with either
hand the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, succour
of attack or of defence might come at need.
Every island, every settlement, however small
—the Mauritius and Fiji, Honduras and the
Straits—might have its quota, if but the tini-
est of gunboats, to contribute—tiny contribu-
tions from some, mighty help from others,
making together a force such as the world has
never seen, invincible, nay, unapproachable by
even the navies of the world allied.”

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT goes on fairly.
Parnell brought in so very radical a bill for
Irish tenants, that even the English Radicals

gndemn it.  The vote was 297 to 202.

THe Marquis TseNG, the well known
Chinese statesman, is reported as saying toa
German interviewer that the Chinese Govern.
ment is trying to get a navy of the Europran
pattern. When China becomes a great naval
power, the agitation in the United States tur
an appropriation for coast fortifications will,
no doubt, gain great strength. At present
Great Britain's ships are the bugaboo with
which those who favor such an appropriation
try to scare the American people. But ther
is little reason to fear a war between Britain
and the United States, whereas if China shouid
become a great naval power it would never
want for an excuse to begin hostilities. The
treatment of Chinamen in the United States has
been such that the Americans probably have
more reason to fear a war with China than with
any other country.

THE abrogation of the fishery treaty by the
United States Government does not seem to
have had the expected effect of ruining the
Canadian fishermen It rather tends to ruinthe
U. S. fishermen, and really to benefit Canada
by raising the price of fish and by driving
many fishers back to Canada, to swell our
fleet.

Two FRENCH-CANADIAN communities in
Massachusetts are reported to be returning to
Canada en 7masse. It is said that 25,000 or
50,000 acres of land will be prepared for them
in La Lievre and La Rouge valleys by cleariug,
building, planting and sowing, and that then
they will all return together, farmers, doctors,
merchants, traders, etc., forming complete cow-
munities to take possession of their new home
in their old country. This interesting experi-
ment is full of promise for this Province. We
can imagine nothing mqre likely to promote
the progress of our own Provinces than a lunge
influx of French-Canadians who have resided
for some time in the United States.

WINNIPEG, MAN., Sept. 13.—Capt. Murk-
ham, of the ¢ Alert” expedition, arrived over-
land from Hudson Bay. The western end of
Hudson Straits was reached by the ¢« Alert”
on July 20th, ice being encountered for nine
days in the Straits. It was ascertained thats
whaler had passed up the Straits 2 month jre
vious without being seriously impeded by ice.
Capt. Markham says the Straits are navigahle
at least four months in the year. The Straits
are open to navigation in June.

THE CATHoOLICS OF CANADA are building a
Cathedral called St. Peter’s, at Moxltrcal, 333
feet long by 222 broad, and 256 high. This wil
be the largest yet in America.
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TrE Rev. EpcAr Hiv declares himself ein-
phatically a believer in the practicability of a
NarioNaL UNITY of the Protestant Churches
of Canada. The idea has been in his mind
ever since he came to Canada, and he believes
that on this question the national religious
well-being is at stake.

Miss McGreGor writes to the Presbyterian
Review :~-4¢ Will you kindly correct the error
which appeared in a late number of the Presny-
TERIAN REVIEW in regard to my going to
Csnada on furlough, as it has caused some
misapprehension on the part of my friends at
home. It is mot my intention to feturn to
Canada at present, though I have felt it neces.
sary to resign my connection with the €a.
nadia: Presbyterian Mission at Indore. I hope
in future to carry on independently my work in
the Girls’ School and zenunas. though not as
hitherto under the auspiees of the Mission.—
Yours, etc., M. McGrEGoR.

INDORE, July 31st, 1886.""

THERE is raging now in Boston, U. 8, a
conflict between Law and Liberty, these two
old-time New England allies. About a year

ago the Rev. H. L. Hastings, editor of the
Christian, was arrested for preaching on Bos. !
ton common, witbout a permit trom the!
municipal authorities. His application for a.
Permit/ was refused, the chairman of the
committee being a liquor seller. He was!
fined, but appealed the case, and the Superior
Court sustained the decision that Mr. Hastings |
should be imprisoned till he paid the fine.
He is now a prisoner for conscience sake,
refusing to pay a penalty for doing what he
belicves he has a perfect right to do. Mr.
Hastings writes a letter from his cell, which
should bring the blush to the cheek of every
independent United States citizen. He says:
“In the year 1386 Boston fines ministers for
preaching the gospel and reading the Bible to
orderly crowds on Boston common because -

OUR CHURCH AND COUNTRY.

1cTOU AND RIVER JORN.—St. Andrew’s
Church, Pictou, and 8t. George’s
Church, River John, have been un-
dergoing great improvements, of which
we hope to have full reports soom.
) The latter is enlarged by an addition
of about twenty feet in length ; and we hear
that an organ is also to be introduced.
LATER.—ST. ANDREW’'S KIRK was opened
for service on Sunday, 19th. The interior now
bresents a very much improved appearance.
he side walls have been freshly colored iir iin.
itation stone, and the ceiling has been painted
a light blue The whole i in oil painting, and
makes a tine finish. A handsome pulpit back,
the woodwork of which is by Messrs. J. & A,
Carson, upbolstering by G. W. Walker, is quite
an ornament. New and pretty gas bruckets
have been placed along the sides, which im-
prove the light very much. The organ has
been moved to the front of the gallery, and the
choir has been newly arranged and f. rnished.
A handsome lot of chairs for the platform in
front of the pulpit are being manufactured in
Halifax. Messrs. Brown & Brennan had the
contract for painting. Mr. Hugh Henderson
and Mr. Wm. Jones did the carpenter work,
and Mr. Wm. Carsou did the gas-htting. There
were large congregations present at the services.
St. GEORGE'S CHURCH, River Johu, was
crowded on Sept. 22, to witness the marriage
of Mr. A. R. Campbell of Tacoma, formerly of
West River, to Katie, youngest daughter of the
late Mr. Sutherland of this place. OUver 160
invitations were issued. The happy couple
left immediately for Pictou, where they took
the train for Tacoma, where Mr. Campbeil
holds a responsible position as Indian Agent
in the United States Civil Service.

Dr. Hersert A. Bavxg, M.A,, F.RS.C,

they arc unable first to obtain the permission Professor of Chemistry in the Royal Military
of a foreign-born ¢wholesale aud retail rum. . College at Kingston, Canada, died at Pictou
seller’ to do so, while at the same time the on Sept. 18th, after a br}cf but !mlllant course
city authorities license Buffalo Bill to exhibit | of busy sud successful life. His country and

Indian pow-wows, Pawnce war-dances, and
the like for money on the Lord's day in
defiance of good order and State law; and I,
8 tax-payer of Boston, am not ouly taxed to
pay for Sunday band concerts, where sixty!
couples have becn seen dancing at once on!
Boston common on Sunday afternoon, but am
also fined for reading the Bible there to crowds
of those who are eager to hear it.”

SocIALISTIC troubles have again oecurred
- ecently in parts of Germany and France.

many dear friends deplore his premature de-
cease, in his 40th year.

New GLasGow.—The annual meeting of the
Managing Comuittee of the Supplementing
Fund will be held (D.V.) in St. Andrew’s
Church, New Glasgow, on Wednesday, Gth
October, at 11 A. M. Applications from trus-
tees of the supplemented congregations to be
submitted at said meeting.

W. McMiLLax, Sec’y.

Bridgeville, 24th Sept., 1836.
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ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, New Glasgow, held its
Centennial Anniversary on Sept. 17th, with

pleasing success.

" GairLocH.—This worthy congregation has
been weil attended to by the members of Pres-
hytery, aud has doue remarkably well this
summer, notwithstanding the prolonged ab-
sence of its Pastor, Rev. Mr. Brodie, who has
beenr undergoing medical treatment for a suf-
fering ear. We hear that stroug inducements
are offered to keep him in his native land, but
he is expected to return to us soon in improved
health, and, we hope, to remain with us. We
clip the following from the Edinburgh Seots-
man of August 2uth :—

“Tbo Rev. Neil Brodie, Minister of Gairloch
Nova Scotia, has been unanimously elected
Minister of the Parish of Stenscholl, Skye, in
room of the Rev. Mr. bavidson, translated to
Lochalsh.”

STELLARTON.—St. John’s Church S. School
Picnic in Mount Rundell Park on lust Wednes-
day was a complete success. Mr. Rutherford
has the thanks of the congregation for the use
of these beautiful grouuds which he has kindly
given on several occasions.

ST. Paur’s, E. R.—The Rev. Mr McMillan
and the Rev. Mr. Dunn have gone to P. E. 1.
as the Delegates of Synod. We trust their
visit will be both pleasaut and profitable, alike
to themselves and to our brethren in that
charge.

FisrER’s GRANT.—The following Presbytery
appointments have been made for this station :

Oct. 3....... ennan « Rev. Mr. McCunn.
10..... «eees voeo Rev. Mr. McMillan.
17..... eeesanen Rev. Mr. Stewart.

3 S « ... Rev. Mr. MacKichan.

Nov. 7....eev.0eees Rev. Mr. McCunn.

14....... ceeaes Rev. Mr. McMillan.
28..... e aeonns Rev. Mr. Stewart.

BRrIDGEVILLE.—On Friday evening, the
10th Sept., the Rev. Mr. M¢Cunn delivered
his lecture on ¢ Palestine,” in the Bridgeville
school-house, to a good and appreciative audi-
ence. The lecture, which was illustrated with
maps, views, etc., was both interesting and
instructive. Appropriate music from the choir
greatly enhanced the enjoyment of the evening.

ScorsBURN.~ -The Rev. Aeneas G. Gordon,
M. A., a native of Scotch Hill, and now one
of the varish ministers of Fifeshire, Scotland,
preached last Sunday in St. John’s Kirk, at
this place, to & large and intelligent audience,
who highly appreciated the earnest eloguence
of this distinguished preacher and scholar.

EArLTOWN.—Rev. Mr. McKenzie is taking
his summer furlough in Canada.

GAELIC BURSARIES.—Our Gaelic friends
will be pleased to hear that there are two
excellent Bursaries offered to Gaelic epeakers
studying for the Ministry of the Church of
Seotland. Oune of them is fur students in
Arts, and the other for students im Divin.
ity. Kach of them is worth about &5
a year, and can be held for three years. Tke
competitive cxamination for themn will be helg
in Glasgow, Scotland, in October, 1886. For
particulars, including syllabus of examination,
apply to the Rev. A. J. McKichan, Barney’s
River, Pictou.Co., N. S. These Bursaries are
called the Gillian-Maclaine Bursaries.

TuE UNION SYNoD meets at Truro on Oct.
5th, at 7.80 p. M.

Havirax.—A City paper reports as follows:
A case before the Probate Court promises to
Ye one of the most sensational ever tried in
Halifax. Tbree yearsago, Alexander McLeod,
a well known merchant here, died.  His only
living relative was a brother Archibald, m
Scotland, whom he had not seen for 40 years.
His estate was sworn at $230,000. He
bequeathed various sums to the children of his
business partngr and left $500 a year to his
brother, $100 each to various local charities,
$2,000 to the Home Mission of the Presby.
terian church, $2,000 to Foreign Missions,
82,000 to the Aged and Infirm Ministers'
Fund, $20,000 to the Widows’ and Orphang
Fund, and the residue to Dalhousie College.
The residue was believed to amount to $1uu,-
000. The brother now brings suit to upset
the will, on the ground that undue influence
was used by certain parties to get the deceased
to dispose of his property the w e did, and
that he wus not sane when maki s the will
Some extraordinary revelations are pronised
at the trial.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

St. Andrew’s Church, St. John, has called
the Rev, L. G. McNeill, of Newfoundland, to
be their Pastor. He is expected to arrive early
in October.

Carr. HARTT has won high distinction for
New Brunswick as an excellent marksman at
the rifle competition in Canada.

A SUNNY DAY.

The sun is warm, and the day is cheery,
It shines and its rays are never weary ;
Gilding the rose-bud with ruddy glow,
Beauty and life in its pathway flow.

That thy way may be far from tireary.

The sun is bright, and the zephyrs play,
With silvery clouds on their azure way ;
As the wand of Time our fate reveals,
And the wrecks of past despair conceals ;
Brightening life with a cheerful ray.
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The hills are verdant and the groves in b'oom,
And Acolus breathes a sweet porfuine,
None of the flowers in his pathway misses,
But each of the fair ten thousand Kisses,

To checr their hastning twilight gloom.

E'en when dank night drops low her veil
And Beroas moans with plaintive wail,
The micuatain rills, in tuneful strain,
To Neptue chant their sweet refrain,
Who soby responsive to their tender tale.

Pilgrim, be cheerful, thy burden is light,

While sturs of content thy journey keep bright;
But carcs like clouds may sweep o’er thy soul,
Aod woes hke waves of the ocean roll,

And frosts of Time youth’s hopes may blight.
York Co., N.B, THEO. Mack
THE result of the marticulation examina-

tions at the University of New Brunswick
was made known to the students on Saturdsy
evening. Snow, of Moncton, leads the class
with 853, followed by Barker, of St. Mary’s,
with 835.  Then in order come Steeves, 672 ;
Good, 643 ; Heunderson, 645; Mott, 641; J.
Fisher, 62v; Hansen, 568; Rankin, 548 ;
Lawsen, 534; Coholan, 249; Montgowery,
447 ; Vanwart, 431 ; Gunter, 412 ; H. Fisher,
403; Sherman, 396; Appleby, 372; Fish,
319; Thompson, 301 ; White, 278 ; Skinner,
271; Ellis and Estey, 2560. The scholarship
wen are . Steeves, of Albert County ; Good, of
Carleton ; Henderson, of Victoria ; Hansen, of
Chaslotte ; Rankine, of Kings; Fish, of
Northumberland.  The Wilmot and St.
Andrew’s scholarships will be decided later
by Mrs. Wilinot and by the St. Andrew’s
Society. 'There are 67 students in attendance
at the lectures, including 10 seniors, 30 juniors
aud 27 freshmen,

Tae funeral of the laté Hon. John Mc-
Millau took place from the family residence on
the 15th ultimo. The large attendance of cit-
izens of all classes showed their high esteem for
the late post office inspector. The remains, as
they lay in the handsome casket, almost
obscured by floral offerings, were viewed by
large numbers, who bade a tearful farewell to
onc whow they had known and respected in
lif*. The members of St. Andrew’s Society,
of which Mr. McMillan had long been an
active member, attended the funeral in a
body, and walked immediately in advance of
the hearse. Sir Leonard Tilley, Hon. Senator
Boyd, Hon. Judge Steadman, Messrs. John
McMillen, Geo. McLeod and Thomas Mac-
lellan were Ts.

P. E. ISLAND.

TRE visit of Rev. Mesars. Dunn and McMil-
lan to this Island was very acceptable and en-
courrging to our people, and will, we trust,
lead to much good. = Such delegations are

rarely enjoyed, and, ¢ like angels’ visits, fow
and far between.” 5

Tue Church at Montague Bridge is$ei§‘g,
enlarged by an addition of 28 feet in ]cn?lh.’;

-

=

ism in Canada. The Methodist Conference at
University Consolidation.

NationaL CHURCH UNiTY.—The Rev. J.
Edgar Hill, in his recent sermon at Erskine
Church, Montrea!, used as his topic, ¢ Christian
Unity.”” He referred to the wise, brave words
of the Bishop of Algoma on the subject of a
great national Protestant church in the Dom-
inion. The Rev. Mr. Hill said the same idea
had been in his mind ever since he came to
Canada, and he had given public expression to
it several times. He continued : *¢ ]t is the
highest conception of the Christian church ;
and if the Protestantism of the Dominion is
not equal to the solution of this problem and
to the sacrifice on the part of individuals
which might have to be made for the national
good and the eause of Christ, it is a poor affuir.
But I believe it is equal to that solution and
a great deal more ; and I do trust that the
Bishop’s words, so eminently cutholic and
Chuistian, will not puss away without some
fruit. It is the national religious well-being
that is at stake.”

ToroxNTo, Sept. 3. —Between three and four
thousand people assembled in the Mutual street
rink to-night at the public reception to Rev.
Dr. Kane, of Belfast, and Mr. G. H. Smith,
barrister, of Armagh, delegatcs from the Loyal
and Patriotic Union of Ireland. Rev. Dr.
Potts occupied the chair, and wany prominent
citizens were seated ou the platform, besides
several gentlemen from Hamilton aud other
places. The two delegates met with an enthu-
siastic reception. They each delivered an ad-
dress, in which they averred that Home rule
meant separation, which the Loyalists of Ire-
land were determined to resist to the bitter end.
They asserted that the Nationalist leaders were
actuated solely by selfish motives, and were
not working for the good of Ireland. They
asked for the sympathy of all loyalists in Can-
ada, and through them the loyalists in the
United States, in their efforts to maintain the
unity of the empire. They were frequently
cheered duriug their addresses. The following
resolution was moved by Rev. D. J. MacDon-

OLD CANADA. . 7

Tie Rev. C. B. Ross, B. D., of Lanca?sfer,.l
has enjoyed a tour through the United Sts‘_tfs. e
THE EriscoraL SYxop at Montreal has given .:

lits decision in favor of National Protestaget- =

Toronto has voted by a small majority for ‘g

-3
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nell, of St. Andrew’s Church, ssconded by Col
G. T. Denison, police magistrate, and carried
unauimously t—

¢ Having heard the causo of the loyalists of
Ireland stated by the gentiemen who have been
sent as a deputation from tho Ulster Loyalist
Anti-repeal union, we hereby record our hearty
approval of their cause, and assure them of our
cordial sympathy, and. in common as we believe
with loyalists througho. * the British dominions,
we tender them the assurance of our support in
resisting the dismemberment of the United
Kingdom.”

In THE CoPPER MINES recently discovered
at Sudbury, the Canadian Pacific Railway bids
fair to reap a bovanza in mineral freight traffic
that was never dreamed of. The copper ridge
is four miles in length, 1,500 feet wide, and
200 feet deep. No richer ore has yet been dis-
covered  Measures are about being taken to
develop it to its fullest capacity. The ore is
sent to New York, the copper being smelted
there, but soon a crushing mill is to be erected
at Sudbury and the work performed in Canada.
Mr. Mackay, the California millionaire, saw
the specimens of copper ore in the Canadian
Pacific offices, and stated that it was the finest
ore he had ever secen. He expressed his sur-
prise at the extent of the copper seam, and
stated that the largest mine he had ever seen
or heard of previously was at Butte, Montana,
which had only an opening of 250 fect.

BIBLICAL QUESTIONS
FOR SABBATH SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES.
By Hox. Junce Youne, LL.D., oF P. E. 1.

1. What did Joseph send to bring his father
into Egypt ?

2. What fell down flat when seven DPricsts
blew the trumpets of ram’s horns ?

3. What docs Solomon say is better than rubies?

4. What did Balaam love ?

5. What is one of thc names that the Prophet
Isaiah gives our Lord ?

6. What viva;s Christ when He sat on Jacob’s
well ?

7. What is Christ willing to give that shall
spring up into everlasting life ?

8. Who did the Lord Jesus say put all her
living into the Treasury ?

9. What do those reap who have sown to the
wind ?

10. What will God gather into His garner ?

11. What did the Prodigal do with the pertion
that his father gave him ?

12. For whom did the Saviour die upon the
Cross ?

ANSWERS FOR SEPTEMBER.

1, Vagabond ; 2, Vincyard ; 3, Vashti; 4,
Valley of the shadow of death ; 5, Vulture’s;
6, Vanity of vanities ; 7, Victory ; 8, Vinegar;
9, Veil ; 10, Village called Emmaus ; 11, Vi
per; 12, Voyage, .

Best AxsweRs for August were from—-
Alma..........covveeeono o Mo C. Douglas,
Fox Brook.......... .......d. Smith.
River Dennis............... D. Cameron.
Saltsprings.... ....cove0ev00 o M. F. McLeod,
Westville .vvos E. McGregor.

..... 4 eesnne .

ACENOWLEDGMENTS.

Home Missions, 1886,
PLEASANT VALLEY, GAIRLOCH.

Mixs Margaret A. McLeod, Collector.—William
Ross, Eider, $1; Donald MeDonald, 25¢; Joha
Beaton, 50c : Adam McKenzie, 25¢; Alex. Me-
Leod, 25¢; John H. Beaton, 25¢; Wm. Beaton,
25¢; David W. Beaton, 23c: John Ross, 25¢;
Angus McLeod, 26c ; Mrs. Donald Murray, 25¢;
Simon MecLeod, 50c. Total, $4.25,

McLeLuan’s MovsT.

John McPherson, 50c ; Hugh Sutherland, 30c}
D. McPherson, Elder, 50c; Mrs. K. McKenzie,
21: Alex. Fraser, tailor, 50c; Alex. Sutbers
land, 25¢; John Fraser, Elder, 50c; John 8.
Fraser, 50c¢; Alex. Cameron, P. S., 50c; Simon

McGregory, 35¢; Dan. (. Frager, 50c; Daniel -
Fraser, 50c ; Finluy McDonald, 50c; W. Fraser, -

Esq., 50¢ ; small sums, $4.58; Rev. W. Stew-
art, $1; Thomas Fraser, 50c; Alex. McDonald,
Elder, 50c : Christy McDonald, 30c; Alex. Rosy,

50c; Annie Cameron, 250; small sums, $2.85. °

Supplementing Fund, 1888.
MCcLELLAN’S MouNT.

Alex. Fraser (Ban), $1; Thomas Fraser, 50c}:
John Fraser, Elder, 50¢ ; Annie Cameron, 50c;
Dan. G. Fraser, 50c; John McRae, 50c ; Finlay

McDonald, 50¢; Jobn 8. Fraser, 50c; Hugh

Sutherland, 25c: small sumas, $4.05; Rev. W.:
Stewart, §1: Alex. McDonald, Elder, $1; Mm. >
MoPherson, Elder, 75¢;-
small sums, 50c; W. Fraser, Esq.. 50c; Donald .
Fraser, 502; W. Cameron, Elder, 45¢ ; small-
Total, $13.91"

McGregor, 25c; D.

sums, 16c.

‘* Monthly Record.”

Received by the Editor:—RoWt. Munro, M.R,,
$2; Hugh Roes, Poplar Hill, $1; - Wm. Chis
holm, Eligin, $1.25; John Murchison, P. E. L,
$2.25; Lawrence Buchanan, P. E. I, $1; Wm.'

Tarner, Beaverton, Ont., $5.25; A. McCallum,
Lasgkay, Ont., $1.
man, Veith Street, Halifax, 50c.

By the publisher: Mr. Yeo-:

Total, $17.58 .



