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SPECIAL NOTICE TO AGRICUL-

TURAL SOCIETIES.

The year has well nigh reached its
close, yet our list of Returns from Agri-
cultural Societies is not by any means
complete.  Some of the Socicties had so
much extra work in connection with the
Provincial Exhibition, that their ordina-

It is likewise the duty of the afficers of in a sort of half confidential way, that
every Socicty to name a candidate to re- ¢ they are indebted for the communication
present their District at the Board of "to Mr. James Iuttos, Jr., son of the
Agriculture. : worthy Superintendent of the Ialifax

[ Hortienltural Gardens. As a boy he had
i excellent educational training at "Truro
nuder the Rev. Dr. Forrester, afterwards

he acquired a knowledge of the practical

A NOVA SCOTIAN ABROAD.

ry business, collecting subscriptions, pay- l
ing bills and preparing Reports, full iuto
abeyance for a month or two, other
Societies again, in remote parts, have, in
consequence of dull times, found some
difficulty in completing their lists at the
usual time.  We trust that there will be
no longer delay; every Society that has
not already done so should immediately
send in its attested Return, showing the
number of members and amount actually
paid by them into the funds during the
year. Societies neglecting to Qo this will
necessarily be excluded from participa-
tion in the Grant, as the money appro-
printed to the various Countics will be
paid to their respective Socictics in
January.

We are sure that many of our readers ; part of his vccupation in the Horticul-
will share in the gratification which we | tural Gardens, and now he is spending a
experienced while reading the communi- | year of two in Scotland, perfecting, under
cation in this number over the nom de | the instruction of some of the best gar-
plime of IsnivoN1AY, not ouly on ac- ; deners of Scotland, the training which
count of the interesting and useful infor- | was 50 well beguu. Were his example
mation which it gives respecting the pre- | more commonly followed by young men
sent condition of Horticulturein Scotland, | s other walks of life, as well as the one
but likewise because of the earnest spirit he las chiosen, their cfforts would do as
of progress which it exhibits, aud the , much for the industrial progress of the
desire expressed that Nuva Scotia should, : Province as anything eisc we know ot.
in some measure, follow the example of | There arc fertile fields for intelligent
Old Scotland. Inbour in this Province, on the farm, in

Our correspundent, with the modesty | the mine, the workshop, and on the sea,
which suo well beeomes o young man, | aud it isat once the duty and the interest
hides himself in the tropical furest ; of our young men to qualify themselves,
which he so aptly describes, but it will  in the highest possible degree, for their
do no harm if we inform our readers, : suecessful culture.
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CHRISTMAS CIIEER.

The citizens of Halifax do not entirely
eschew good living at this season of the
year. Such, at least, is likely to be the
belicf of the Goose and Turkey popula-
tion of the Province, if any living wit-
nesses have been left behind, Tt is not
an uncommon custom in the cities of
Great Britain for a number of gentlemen
and  dealers to form what is called a
Christmas Club, the object of which is to
organize a small Christmas Exhibition of
Fat Cattle, Poultry, & The prizes are
few bui sufliciently Iarge to bring for-
ward what is wanted. The poultry may
be exhibited alive or dressed ready for
cooking. The result is that the very best
animals are hrought prominently before
the publie, the furmers ave stimulaied to
improve their Christmas produce, and
bring itinto the city in a nice tidy condi-
tion, scare-crows entirely disappear from
the market. Reader, if you are a bon
rivant, talk over this matterat your New
Year's dinner table, with a view to disco-
ver whether the practice might not be
imported advantageously, like mistletoe
and holly, into the city of Ialifux.

THE PLOUGH IN TIIEORY AND
PRACTICE.

Some have condemued the plow utter-
ly, as an old and cffete implement, as
performing work the very opposite in
character of that which is required, and
have discarded it as much as possible
from their practice.  On the other hand,
there are those who praise the plow as
the perfection of an implement ; that the
work it does is not only precisely the
kind of work which is wanted, but that it
does that work in the best possible way.
They look upon it, in fact, as the king of
implements, and, as king, it will therefore
never die.  Much may be said on both
sides, and we shrewdly suspect that in
this, as in other much disputed questions,
the trath lies in the happy line equidis-
tant between the two cxtremes. Ques-
tionless, if we examinea plough in work,
and know the work which itis designed
to do, it is not possible to do sught clse
than admire, and admire greatly, the
beauntiful precision of its operation. In
view, indeed, of this—and itis observable
in an eminent degree of the fine imple-
ments ot modern makers—iwe scarcely
can wonder at the enthusiasm with which
the plough is considered by many, and at
their belief that it will never be supersed-

ed.  DBut, on the other haund, we do find
in practice the plough has defects also,
which are inherent in it, and which,
therefore, can never be remedied by any
attempts at alteration in the plough it-
self,  We know, morcover, that—despite
the opinion that many have so persistent-
ly proclaimed, ibat there is no im-
plement save the plow by which the soil
san be prepared for the erops which it
is to bear—that the =oil is, nevertheless,

in practice so prepared by implemeits

other than the plough, and that examples
of splendidly caltivated tields exist, which
for years have not been touched by the
plongh.

‘T'he consequence i, thata vast amount
of interest centres aromud the plough,
making everything which ministers to a
knowiedge of its past history, present
position, aud futwre rospects, somrist
after with wvidity amd treasured up wish
carc. Hewnce, we believe we shail be
doing onr readers a service—as we finak-
1y confess we shall be doing ourselves 4
plensure in performing it—if we lake op
the plongh, as the subject of a series of
vapers to be regularly continued, <ou-
sidering it ander the aspects mimed
above. In so considering, it will be ae-
cessary to go back to some of the exposi-
rions of the past; and this retrospec.,
trom what we know of it, will sesult. we
venture to think, in much that is at once
inieresting wud instructive.  We propose
{0 coneern ourselves almost solely wivh
the history of practical details and im-
provements on the plough, so thar our
readers ean trace. if they please to do so,
the steps—-or some of them at least, s
these the mosi important—by which 1he
plough has reached the position which i
nGw ocenpics,

ft was from the Low Countries. o the
Netherlands, that we obtained the olvugih
possessed of all its madern feamres—
namely, the sock or shave, the couleer,
and the monld-hoard.  The plongh thes
introduced from Clanders was for a focg
time known as the Rotherham or Doich
plough, and made its first habitat. in Lis-
colushire, to which it was introduced by
the Dutch engineers, who at that period
were largely employed in the drainage
of these discricts.

Possessing, then, all the features of the
modern plough, all sueceeding improve-
ments made on ii consisted merely in
giving these features the highest develop-
ment as regards position and tovm. ‘This
devclopment weny on very slowly till a
Sco'tish mechanic, of the name of James
Small, took the wmatter in hand, whose
patient incestigation made the plough
the implement which we now see it, a
thoroughly cfficient one—the work of
which could be depended upon as being
likely to be doue with precision. The
use of cast-iron was greatly extended
about the period at which Small com-

menced his investigation into the plongh ;
and the use of this material enubled him
to reproduce the most essential part of
the plough—namely, the mould-board—
so cheaply that it was not worth the
while of amy mechanic to copy it in wood,
the matertal, as may be gathered from
the name, in which up to thie date the
mould - board was made; hence the
chances of change in the form decided by
Small were lessened. ana indeed 50 much
obviated, that the Jorm once introduced
remained as the model for sueceeding
ploughs,

In tracing the peacticsl development
of the plough it will be well, ai the out-
set, to describe very briefly the work
which it has to perform. In doing this,
we shali. of necessity, bave to go over
ground with which many, if not nearly
all our readers are fanmuiiar; but those
nmust overlook this, 1a covsideration of
the fact that what may be well known to
them may be and i3 by no weans welt
kuown, i kuown at all, 10 others; while
even to those who are of the knowing
class somediing nity be said, if not di-
Tectly yet of suggesiive practical value,
in thus running over the sulient features
of the work which a modern plough has
to perform.

The first work which the plonghdoes
is to cut off, from the earth or soil a slice
of a determinate form, generally rectangu-
Iar, and the second is the turning over of
this slice, in such a way that its position
i¢ inverted. The side which formed at
the begiuning of the process the upper
surface or side, being the lowest or covered
up side at the end of it.  Strietly speak-
ing these two operations, the cutting off
the slice of soil and turning it over, are—
at lease after the plongh has began its
work—done sinvlianeously.

In plowing ihere is a slice about 10
inches wide by 7 deep ¢o be cut from the
soil ; the uncut eash, is called the land
side. The part of the plough which is
known as (e ¢ coulter” eifects the seve-
rance of the slice at the laud side, making
acut more or less vertical, winle the
“sock™ or “share” effeces the severance
of the slice from the grouaq in a horizon-
tal direction. 'This horizontal cut is uot
completely made, but a part of the slice
is left uncut, so as to give a poini of
leaverage, so to speak, to the *“mould-
board,” the oflice of which is to turn
over or invert the slice, as the plough
moves along, the face or outer portion of
the mould-beard being made-or formed
with a varying curve (of which more
hereafter), which curve gives the desired
movement to the slice as it slides along
and ovcr the surface, till it is finully de-
posited, on its leaving the mould-board,
at a determinate angle.  The slice cut off
from the fixed soil, vertically by the
coulter, and horizontally by the share as
it passes along the surface of the mould-
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A hoard, naturally assumes a variety of
B positions  before it s finally  placed.
B What was the upper side, with its cover-
[ing of grass in the case of lea or of swb.
l ble, weeds, &c., in the case off corn crop
M land. is Gually the lowest side, so that all
j the weeds &e., and grasy ave huried com-
M sletely 3 while what was the uuder side,
&l s tinully the upper side, or that exposed
i —or partly exposed to the atmosphere,
g The form which the upper surface of
B the  soil assumes when a number ot such
R furrow slices me thas inverted is fiumiliar
g to every one.

M The angle at which the furrow slice is
@ tirned over, or rather ot which it lies
B when finally deposited. is 45 degs., ithis
M angle bringing about a very beuutiful re-
B sult—namely, that the angular shoolders
§ contain the greatesi possible solid coun-
f tents of earth, and expose the greatesi
B possible exient of swiace 1o ihe acdon
§ of the atmosphere and jis aweliocating
 ctfeets in pulverising ot and biiaging it w
what is called a fine state of « Lilth.”

From what we buve hus given, we
g arrive at the definition of the operaion
of ploughing, which mauy be thus stated :-~
X Ploughing 1s the cutting oil’ a succession
R of slices trom the soil, and luying ibese
B over at a determinate angle, generally 45
k degs., thereby exposing the greatesi
 possible extent of its surface to the at-
# mosphere ; at the same time, covering
ap the old or original surface, aud ex-
¥ posing as new surfaces what were origin-
§ ally covered.

Although the form and adjustmens re-
¥ lative to one another of the various pavis
E of the plough, a5 the beam, bhandles. ov
j stilts, the coulter, the sock, or shave, &e..
| demand the greatest exercise of skall and
B care on the purt of agricaltnral mechan-
8 ics, it is to the mould-bowrd thai the
§ largest amount of aitention has been
g civen, as through thc medium of this
f feature the ultimate form and josition of
the furrow slice is mainly determined;
R although we shall see as we proceed that
k by the mode of adjustment or “temper-
g ing,” asit is technically called, of the
j coulter and the share, these parts of a
@ plough also exercise a decided and a de-
f terminate influence on the ultimaie form
® of a furrow slice. Indeed, it is question~
able whether the coulter and the share
j are not the means by which alone the
| determinate form is given to the furrow
 slice, the mould-board merely acting as a
B nore or less influencing medium upon it,
§ Probably the more correct way 1o put
P the matter is to say, that all three parts
f —the coulter, share and mould-board not
¢ merely in the easy going, or otherwise,
qualities of the plough, but in the way in
which it acts upon the soil, cither tend-
ing to break it np as it lays it over, or to
§ maintain its form, that the mould-board,
as above said, is the feature to which

agricaltural mechanics have paid ihe
srenesi amount of attention.  This part
of a plougih may be defined as “a twisted
wedge” orus a “body combining in its
conformation the principles of the wedgy
and hie serew” But although the sur-
wee s twisied, and apparently to the eye
uneven, nevertheless, if a rule is Jad
aceoss it, it will lie flat on the surface.
The prescuce of any protuberance, or, on
e contrary, of a hollow on the surface
oda mould-board, will bring about « loss
o' power in the action of the plough ;
heuce the surface of the moull-board, no
mautter of what contour, must bLe abso-
lutely uniforn..  The great point is to
secure a perfect uniformity of pressure
upon the slice both transversely und
longitudinally, and to lessen ihe frietion
of the slice as it passes over the surcface
of the mould-board, or more correctly, as
the mould-board passes fror beneath vhe
slice, by making, as above stated, the
mould-bourd’s sarface absolutely uniform.
In the passage of a plough throngh the
soil, we find that the resistance given to
the mould-board arises from—first, the
mere weight of the soil pressing upou it
second, the friction of the soil upon the
surfiice of the mould-board ; and, third,
the resistance which the soil oifers to
being twisted or torn from the fixed
earth, or, in other words, its powers lo
resist torsion.  Kach of these resistauces
act in its special way, and is very much
modified by peculiavities of svil. The
mere length of the mould-board, with a
determinate twist in its surface, influ-
ences very much its action, or rather its
powers of resistance to the soil as it
passes from under it; the more coiucid-
ent with the line of draught of the plough
the lines of the mould-board which dictate
its contour are, and, by consequence, the
longer the mould-board, the ecasier going
will be the plough, and the more perfect
and unbroken will be the furrow slice
which it ultimately leaves. On the other
hand, the less co-incident the “ lines” of
the mould-board are with the line of
draught of the plough the greater will be
the resistence to the plough’s action, aad
the less perfect will be the form of the
furrow slice lefi Ly it. Thus a short
mould-board will tend to break up the
forcow slice, a long one, other things
being equal, will luy iv over smooth and
unbioken. Aguin the form of the con-
tour of the mould-lomd’s sarface exer-
cises an influence upon the form of the
furrow slice lud over. If the mould-
board’s surface is “convave,” the furrow
slice will be rectangular---if *“convex,”
it will be rthowboidal, or what is called
“high-crested.”  As will be seen here-
after, this higl-crested form is also in-
fluenced, and indeed can be made almost
soley by the action of the coulter and the
share adjusted in a peculiar way.—Z%e
‘armer.

TEA CULTIVATION IN INDIA.

Halifix, December, 1868.

In submitting the following remarks
on the Cultivation and Manufacture of
‘Lea in British India, we have been actu-
ated by a hope of supplying, in 2 practi-
cal form, some information on this subject
which may not be altogether uninterest-
ing to the general reader; while such as
are stimulated by the gratification of o
natural curiosity to acquire some know-
ledge of the modes of manipulating the
fragrant leaf which “smolkes as an infusion
on our tables,” may possibly find some-
thing which may edify as well as amuse.

The cultivation ot the tea tree is
carricd on at the following different lo-
calities in India, namely :  Assam, Cach-
ar,* Chittagong, Kumaon and the upper
provinces of Bengal, and Darjeelling.t
In the Neilgheries or Blue Mountains,
the China plant was, for a time, cultivat-
ed with some success in the Coonoor
district, but the gardens have since been
abandoned.

Travancore at the extreme south of
the peninsulx, also produces a fair quan-
tity of tea, resembling some of the de-
scriptions from Darjeeling.

Having now mentioned the principal
localities where tex culture is pursued,
we will next consider in what respect
these places difter from each other as re-
gards climate and soil ; for on these two
points, mainly depends the success of
the tex planter.

Itis generally allowed that Eastern
Bengal alone possesses all the necessary
conditions to the successful cultivation of
tea, in a pecunizry point of view ; both
with respeci to e price of labour and
the cost of production.

The elevation of the Darjeeling station
(7000 feet) scems to be oo great for
profitable planting. The frost kills the
seedlings, and there is not a sufliciently
rapid succession of leaf in the warm
season 1o make the manufacture pay.
That tea will grow and flowish, at al-
mosi the highest elevations, as far as
size is concerned, is well known, for at
Nniuee Tal, 6000 feet above sea level,
there are plants of an enormous size.
They do mot however flush often or
abundautly.

The Parliamentary papers on tea cul-
tivation for 1839, in reference to the
condition in which the tea plant was first
found, coutain the following remarks :—
‘Thus the plant, ¢ struggales for existence,”

*The tea plant was discovered growing wild in
Cachar 1z the year 1855, when its cultivation was
taken up by several enterprising persons, among
whom were Mr. Williamson and Dr. Barry.

1 In Darjecling the first trizl of the tea plant was
made in 3841, with a few sceds grown in Kumaon
frora China stock. It was quite successfnl, as to
its growth, and quality was approved by an Assam
planter, who visited the place in 1846, The origi-
nal plants have now assumed a gigantic size, one
of them being fifty feet in circumference, and
twenty fect bigh.
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the delicate stem forees its way with

ditliculty through the dense brashwouod, |

and rises o * tall and slender tree, vary-
ing from ten to twenty feet in height,
and mostly under an inch in dinmeter,
with its branches high up.” and with
large delicate leaves from four to nine
inches long.  So that these slewder trees,
as remarked by Mr. Bruce, when depriv-
ed of their sapport from the surrounding
jingle.—which  in some  instances had
been ent down,—scemed searveely eapable
of sustaining their own weight,  One of
the largest wees Me, Brice found to he
two cubits in circamterence, and full
forty cubits in height but he supposed
that few attained that size.

‘The objections to Datjeeling apply, in
a greater measure. to Kumaon - the lati-
twde  being higher.  The elevatlon of
Dehra Dhoon is not  great—some 2000
feet—and so far is unobjectionable, but

it pavtakes of the general character of

the North Western climate, aud lacks the
moist heat of Bengal. Kuomaon and
Oude, again, are too dry for tea; the
rainy season uot commercing in those
districts il July.

The climate of Chittagong, in one
respect, is inferior to that of its rivals,

Assam and Cachar, in as much as the ¢

rain is at times too heavy, and is on this
account not 50 favorable as the gencrally
lighter falls of Assumm and Cuachar, bat
more especially of the former.  The
climate found the most suitable at Java
for the cultivation of tea, is that of the
mountainous regions situated at 3,500 to
4000 feet above the sea; where the air
is 50 conl that Fahrenheits’ thermometer
at sun-rise indicates 33° in the morning ;
and 70° at two o'clock in the afternoon,
On still higher elevations, even 5,000
foet and more, the tea will be highly
flavored ; but in lower districts the flavor
deteriorates as the situation is low,

A good tea soil should combine the
three qualities of Jightuess, friability and
richuness : enough sand should be in it to
prevent its ** caking” or * balling,” and
vet not enough to prevent the adhesion
of its component parts when wetted.

Mr. Jacobson states that the tea plant
requires 2 moist soil, but still one where
water filters freely.* Mr. Brucet also

* The same writer is of opinion that a  temp -
rate” and moderately fertile =oil is the best for tea.
This he siuys may consist of a half or two thirds of
a fot of rich decayed vegetable matter or bunnes
(which he also terms mocr-aarde (peat-carth?)
with a substratum of a compact crown clay earth,
which is sometimes termed mountain ground, not
rich but by no meaus poor, and which is of an ad-
hesive  chiaracter without sticking, when rolled
between the forefinger and thumb.  Mr. Gordon,
who seems an acute observer, and whose deccrip-
tion of the tea plantations he saw at Amoy is ex-
ceedingly valuable, comes to the conclusion that
the tea plant needs absolutely a free soil, not wet
and not dry, but of a texture to retain moisture, and
the best site is one not so low as *het at which
water is apt to spring from the sides of the hill,
nor so high as to be cxposed to the violence of
storm{ weather.

1 The discoverer of the tea tree in Assam.

v

notice, thacall the Assam tea grows near
water, of which it appears to be very
foud, for wherever there is a small
stream or jheel, tea is sure to be there.”
The perfeciion of soil exists in the
Himalayas,  "There is nothing in Assam,
Cachar, or Chittagong to equal the rich-
ness and depth of the vegetable deposit
which has resulted from the gradual de-
cay of the vast jungles of oak and rhodo-
deedrons that grow in such dense profu-
sion on the tower slopes of the Timalay-
an ranges. ) o
To enter into a detailed examination
of the numerous expedients adopted by
tea planters in the endeavour to carry
out some pet system of their own, for
there can hardly be found two factories
where the process of manunfacture is the
same, would much exceed the limits of a
short essax» like the present.  We shall
therefore mention a few particulars re-
lative to the preparation of the soil, aud
maode of planting, and then proceed to
describe the manner in which the leaf is
; prepared previous to its becoming the
i tea of commerce.
I It will be advisable to name here, {for
| the benelit of those whose kunowledge of
. tea is confined to the aroma and taste of
| the infasion iu their tea-cups.) the three
! known varieties or species of the tea
|
|
|
1
t
i

¢
i
1
t

plant—they are : the ¢ Indigenons,” which
[is still met with in Cachar, and in the
adjoining provinee of Assam; the China
species, clhiefly  cultivated in Kumaon
and the Kangra valley ; and the ¢ Hybrid,
which as its nne indicates, combines the
nature and qualities of the two first
I mentioned.  The tea mwade from the in-
Fdigenous shrub, speaking generally, is
"darker in the infusion it gives, much
stronger, but not equal in delicacy of
U flavor 2o what is produced by the China
b plant. The hardiliood of the two, again,
Pis very differents the China shrub will
fstand great cold, (15 degrees below freez-
ing will not injure it when it has once
fairly taken root,) while the indigenous
I shrivels up at the least approach of frost.
When we compare the system of tea
culture prevailing in China with that
which is in vogue in British India, we
find there is 2 wide differeace between
the two.  In the former country each
| peasant or farmer grows u few shrubs
i on the land attached to his dwelling.—
often in hedges between his fields,—com-
monly allotting  such ground to their
growth as is unproductive, hilly, or
' otherwise unprofitable ; whereas in India
the cultivation of tea is invariably under-
taken on a large scale. the land and posi-
tion carefully selected. and in many
instances considerable science displayed
in the management of the plantation.
Still the probability is. that every pro-
vince of the Celestinl Empire. by meaus
of its sheltered vallies is enabled to con-

' . r.o . .
observes *that one thing is worth - of ! tibute largely to its own dowmestic con-
[ sumption s aad thus possesses an adyantago

over Hindoostan, where the excessive
heat of the dlimate and frequent long
periods of drought, render the cultivation
of tea a matter of great difliculty, save in
certain districts which are well watered
and at a considerable elevation above the
PMains.

FFrom a prize essay on
and manunfacture of tea in Cachar, in
which the subject is most accurat ly de-
seribed, (evidently from personal obser-
vation), we must beg leave to make
some few quotations—and firstly: in re.
gard to the preparation of the soil, the
writer says that * the land should be
hoed to a depth ot 18 inchies and 2 hole
one foot deep and uine inches broad,
should be dug for the reception of the
transplant.  The best mode of sowing
the sceds he states, is by depositing a
lIaver broadeast as close as the seeds will
lie, and sprinkling them with soil to the
debth of an inch. to be again succeeded
by a layer of seed and an inch of soil.”
Then the surface should be lightly cover-
ed with mats, in order to prevent the
seed from germinating too quickly, for
the object is merely to swell the seed
prior to permanently planting.

The time tor forming nurseries is No-
vember, and they should be made on as
Ievel and low a site as possible; to be
near water. ‘The Iybrid and China
seeds should be sown in rows tour inches
apart, but indigenous sceds should he
sown five inches apart each way, to allow
of their removal without injury to the
roots.  The best time for transplanting is
that in which o drizzling rain is falling,
or even a dull clowdy day with the pros-
peet of rain. The pruning should be
performed by tvimming with the kuife,
(in preference to the shears, which un-
Jess used by those who thoroughly un-
derstand them, only break and jag the
plant,) so as to give the lateral branches
an  upward tendency ;5 all  straggling
branches should be closely trimmed, and
a conical form given to the plant ; the
middle of the tree will then throw out a
number of dark green succulent shoots,
which should not be plucked until they
are about niue inches high; if plucked
before, there will be no young and green
wood for the flushes of leaf to break
out from. By pruning is here meant
frecing the shrubs from dirt, dust and
larvee of inscets, and  dead leaves, in ad
dition to cutting and heading back. The
plucking season commences about the
end of April, and continues till the end
of Qctober, duting which time a series of
flushes occurs at intervals of twelve or
fifteen days, according to the state of the
weather ; aml thus twelve crops of leaf
may be gathered in one season. The
plant should not he plucked before the
third year, and then only very lightly,

the cultivation




~iekly.

The most advantagerns wethod of
plucking is to divide the coolies into
three gangs, in pumher according to the
flush 1o be gathered. The pekoe gang
should be composed solely of women and
B children, as their hands being more deli-
B cate, are better adopted tor nipping off’
R the convoluted bud and its two expanded
g leaves, [rom whiclh pekoe is made. *
g This gang should be followed by the

i next two leaves, and then again succeed-
B cd by the coarse tea or Congou gather-
ers. T The object of this division of
labour is to keep the leaves separate for
the manufacture of cach class of tea,
¢ when brought into the factory for ma-
d nipulation.  Another advantage gained
by this careful classitieation of the raw
B leaf, is that it prevents the coarser and
B harder leaves from breaking the leaves
¥ of the finer teas during the process of
g rolling, and furthermore obviates the ne-
8 cossity of 50 much sifting as would be
required if adl the teas were manufactur-
 ed together.

8 The gautherers carry a small basket in
g front of theu. fastened round the hody ;
thus they are enabled to gather the
# leaves with both hands, and to throw
tiem quickly into the basket. ‘They
g st not be kept long in the hand, nor
i large parcels, lest they should heat
fl and turn sour.  After the fourth gather-
§ ing the shrubs will once imore exhibit an
§ abundant display of folinge, but these
R leaves must be kept to restore the ex-
R hausted energy of the plant.

i When a suflicieat quantity of leaf has
g been collected by the pluckers, it is
@ brought indoors and spread out on a table
g to the depth of five or six inches, covered
g over with a cloth, and sometimes on flat
§ bunboo trays in the open air, to undergo
B what is called the *withering” process.
B During this stage the tea must be eate-
R fully examined from time to time by the
manager of the plantation or some other
g competent person, tud when the leaves
2 lnve become soft and flaceid—the color
B having assumed a rich brown hue, and
f the general appearance being similar to
g the out-turn of the leaf after intusion—
R they may be taken up and rolled in the

* Fhis is also practised in China: the superior kind
) o Souchongs or Caper tea being nipped off by wo-
men, leaving no part of the stall.
k11 will beunderstood that all the various denomi-
I nat ons of tea, knowa as Pekoe. Seuchong, Congou,
@ aud 20 on, are derived frow ane and the sime tree.
f The P’ekoc leaf (or *tip,® as it issmactimes ealled,)
growing at the end of the stem —a few inchies below
B tis the Souchong feaf, constituting the sccond
B quality; and nearest te the brown wood of the
B stalk, the Congou dealt  The leaves of this latter
[ tea. all consist as before observed, of the old and
ars¢ feaves left on the shrabs after the gatherng
d the usual harvest. In China they are gatheres.
by bending down the branches of the shrubs, strip-
€ P them i the rudest manner, by passing the
d atong the braneh, as described by v r
ortune, aud sometimes with a bamboo knite hodd
between the fore-finger and the thumb.

» Souchong”  pluckers, who gather the |

rome skill is vequired to reserve the
i eaves in the form of @ ball; and it is the
. proof’ of 2 good workman to keep the

leaves well collected togeth r unler the !
"hand, and sot allow them to susy amd

» spread themselves over the tray, for on
i this depends the leaves being well or
¢ badly twisted ; and the viscous juices ex-
fpressed in the process of rolling are sulli-
| cient to keep the leaves in the twisted
form.

They are now roasted over a chareoal
fire, made in a hole in the ground, over
which is placed the Huzar (called in
China a Poey Long,) an instrament of
rather curious construction, about two
and a half feet in hight and one and 2
half in diameter, open at both cuds;
formed of basket-work, and having a
slight fuclination from the ends to the
cen ve or neck. In the jnmer part, a
litle above the centre, are placed two
cross wires for the purpose of receiving
the sieve (a shallow iron pan) which
contains the tea, and which is placed
about fourteen inches above the fire.
certain degree of watchfullness is re-
quisite to see that none of the leaves
accidentally fall through the interstices
of the sieve. which would oceasion
smoke. and thereby injure the tea.

‘The roaster all this time is constantly
turning *he leaves over, taking care that
none ot them lodge about the bottom of
the ILerrai. for this being the part most
heated, they soon begin to burn, ana if
nut attended to. might communicate a
smoky or burnt flavor to the tea.

The leaves are then sifted, and again
undergo the process of drying, twisting,
and turning as before; which is repeated
once or twice more, until they become
quite black, well twisted, and perfeetly
dry and erisp.  In separating the difter-
ent kinds of tea, sicves are used of vari-
ous sizvs, the numbers ranging from
cight to twelve s number eight is employ-
ed tor the finer sorts of Pckoe, the next
in rotation is used in sitiing the Souchong
leaf, while for the coarser kinds of Cou-
gou and Bohea the higher numbers up to
twelve are appropriated.

Much stress is Iaid, by experienced
planters, on the importauce of a final
“firing’ Lefore packing the tea for ship-
ment, because, unless this be done, it
fr aently happens that the leaves will
Lwcome mouldy and sometimes turn sour;
the latter evil is the most to be dreaded,
as it can never be entirely eradicated.

In the preceding remarks we have not
alluded to the method of manufacture in
the North West Provinces of India, be-
cause, in all assential points, it is identi-
cal with that of Assam and the Eastern
portion of the Bengal Presidency. We
cannot however refrain from mentioning
the exquisite skill displayed in the mani-

pulation of leaf cultivated in some of the
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gardens in Kumnon and the Kangra
Valiey : though these teas, heing nestly
derived from China stock, ave never Lile-
ly to compete successtully with 3~~am
teas in the Euglish market. The davor
is extremely delicate, but of a peculiar
character, signitieantly termed malty by
the London brokers. In strength and
astringency they camnot approach the
Assam product.

The teas are packed in parcels or
breaks of about 300 chests, each ¢chest
containing about 80 s, of tea. The
quantity put into each chest is previously
weighed, and the packmng is performed
by men with their bave feet.

A few words as to the ifferent. classes
of tex prepared for market, (which, by
the way, are not nearly so numerous in
India as iu China)) may not be out of
place here.  Beginning then with Pekoe,
which consists of the unexpanded termi-
nal leaf bud, in which state the convolut-
ed part is covered with a white hair or
down, whence its name, Pe-hao (white
hair.) Pac-ho, or Pekoe, as corrupted by
us, is derived. The white hairy ap-
pearance of the leaves found in this tea
is termed flowcer by the dealers in Eng-
land; which term, as well as that of
IMleur de The, appears to have originat-
ed in a supposition, that these white
downy leaves were the blossom of the
tea.®*  The next in valie is Pekoe
Souchong, so called, becanse it con-
tains o few Pekoe endo, which greatly
improve the flavor of the tea, thereby
enhancing its value. The third quali-
ty, namely, Souchong, being entirely
free from the young leaves of the
Pekoc gathering, yet consists of the
carliest expanded leaf. The coarse
leaves, which form the Congou, still re-
tain 2 degree of strength and flavor, but
far inferior to the unexpanded leaf-bud
forming Pckoe.

We nced only add, in conclusion, that,
cousidering the rapid progres which has
hitherto been made in Jastern Bengal,
and with annually increasing  exports.
India. posesses an undoubted power of
competing with China in the Euvropenn
and American markets in the cultivation
of ten. Moreover there is every proba-
bility of the present somewhat limited
arca being extended to other districts,
where the culture of the tea tree has not
as yet been attempted.

* Mr. Jacobson states tha. Pekor tearequires much
cxposure t0 the sun previously to roasting; it
should also be placed in close rooms, ar.d not expos-
ed to the air, but kept wharms because it as advis-
able to hasten and promote the withering of the
leaves,

MR. MECHI ON GRASS LAXND AND
PERMANENT PASTURE.

[We commend the following sugges:
tive article to tho thoughtful consider-
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ation of Nova Scotian  farmers.— 2.

J. q[‘ A ]

Here is the grand field to which we !
must look for development

One half of the kingdom is in permanent

pasture.  The Jast Board of Trade re-
turns give 22,156,541 acres in 1867

against 2L17-L797 in 1866, shewing an
inerease of 931,754 acres in grass land.
These returns are exclusive of heath
or mountain land,  Qur grass lands are
now in the hands of Nature—they should,
and I hope will, pass into the hands of
man.  We have heard too much lately
about laying down lands to grass, and
depending on foreign countries for corn.
Judging from the latest statistics, that
opinion appears to have been acted upon.
I protest against this mistaken practice,
as most injurious to the country at large.
I shall shew yvou by o statement of tacts

that the grass land of this kingdom is o |

great national loss and mistake—that it
is starving our people, and to advocate
its extension is a cruel crror. Not one
loaf of bread for man is produced by
more than one-half the land of this king-
dom.  What wonld have been our fate
this year had all the kingdom been in
grass ¢ Inlieu of asupen rabnndant wheat
crop, we should have had a famine. The
22,000,000 of acres of grass lands have,
this unusually dry season, been almost
unproductive, and caused a heavy loss to
the oceupiers and to the country at large,
while our heavy wheat crop, with its un-
usual breadth and superior quality, is o
blessing and a profit.  We must, as a re-
sult of the season. have dear meat, at
any rate for some time to come.

Laying down to grass meaus starving
the people and depriving them of em-
ployment. It meauns stagnation in trade
and manufactures, and a throwing out of
employment a very large porlxon of our
artisan population. Natural grass Jand

employs little Jabor. capital or machinery. !

and produces little food for the people.
The pastoral day has gone hy : it cannot
remain in the fice of an overwhelming
and industrial population, demana‘ng food
and employment.

Grass lands are coveted just because
they require less capital and less skill,
and therefore landowners find always
plenty of tenants for the 0. Landowners
like them, because the onildings are few.,
primitive, and uncostly, repairs small.
drainage scldom asked for, residences
mean, and suited to uncapitalled tenants.
There is aot much trouble about this sort
of landowning or farming It is an un-
altered state of n.lturc—no change, no
progress, and very little increase of rent
as compared with arable land.  All this
is contrary to the general advance of the
country in \\c.xlth, intelligence and popu-
Iation, and totally uoworthy of the Bri-
tish people.

&he éiourunl nf

amd progress, '

’{grlcu(fute for dlaba ésrotm.

We must inter from the increuse of
grass Tand that there exists an opnuon
that it does not pay to convert it into
corn land.  The proofs, however, ave all
the other way, as [ purpose presently to
shew. In pluvial districts an‘l suitable
soils, especially where irvigated, there
may be some excuse found for grass
lands, but in our dry cereal distriets per-
manent grass is a mistake—nationally,
almost a crime. An experience of twenty-
five years enables me to speak pre wtically
on this matter, for out of 170 acres 1
have only 14 acres in permanent pasture
as a run for my stock; and instead of
robbing and starving it, I never allow
any «iimals to feed upon it without giv-
ing then cake, corn, &e., as supplemen-
tal foold.  IFor all that, its produoe this
dry season is at a minimum of value,
while my 73 acres of wheat yicld 6 grs.
L of corn and 2 tons of straw per acre, the

! latter available as food for stock, repre-
t senting together a value of £20 per
acre.

But let me proceed to show you how
little our grass land produces contpared
with our arable land, and then you will
at once perceive how great is the national
loss it causes.

Our 11,431,440 acres in corn crops
produce, on an average, an annual sum
of about £83,000000, besides straw.—
What do our 22,156,541 acres of perma-
nent pasture produce P —according to my
rough or approximate estimate only about
£50.000,000, or about 43s. per acre;
while our 11,431.440 acres in corn pro-
duee £8 per acre, besides about £2 worth
of straw.  We ean thus understand why
the gross produce of the kingdom is only
£3 1s. por acre, and its capital between
L4 and £5 per acre ; and we can imagine
how wretchedly robbed and starved must
be the bulk of the grass land of the king-
dom.

Grass lands, instead of being well fed
i with manure, are too often used as mileh

cows for the arable land.  But poor.
wretched, exhausted pastures not only
keep every one at low water-mark. but

the Malthusian or Millite school, and not
marry ; for how can an increasing popu-
lation find food or emplovmt.nt on a
never-changing and non-improving soil
and crop ? 1t is this unfortunate fixity
and stagnation that beget a bad name
for our western and grass land districts,
and furnish Canon Girdlestone and others
| with the means to attack agrienlture.—
Grass land, looked at from every side,
presents weak points, and is no longer
consonaut with our tripled populauon
I.md the progressive spirit of the age.
z To shew how little labour is uanO) ed
j Ot permanent pasture, 2 friend, who was
steward over a large grass estate in
Northamptonshire, assured me that the
shepherding was only 1s. 6d. per acre,

the labourer on such lands should be of

the nltcnd.mu. on c.ml(, pmpmtxon.uc :
one-third of the grass being mowed forl@
hay would requive move l.tbm‘ but the
average would probably be under ds. per
acre 3 on arable farms it would be fronk;
205, to 405 peracre. On my fiwm it i
d0s. per acre. _

In confirmation of my censure of grag
lands let me refer you to the late Mrfj
John Morton’s report on the condition v
the Whitfield Example Farm before anc§
after its improvement (see *Morton o
Soils,” p. 248):— :

“Iefore improvement.—Total acreagel

232, of which 164 were pasture, 68 ara 8
ble.  Tenant’s capital, £726, or £3 puf
acre.  Annual produce, £463, or £2 pull§
acre. Labour employed, 8s. 74 per acre: |
rent and taxes, 22s, per acre. -

wAfter breaking-up.—Landlord’s iR
provements on the farm by draitageg
new roads, new buildings, &e., £15 perf
acre, or L3500. Increased rent, £17.8
per annum; tenant’s capital, £16 perfp
acre ; increased produce, £2904.” '

DMr. Morton estimated the value of theH
whole produce of the farm in its im.§
proved coudition at four times that off
the produce of the farm for the Jauf
twenty-one years.  Mr. Morton madefg
these remarks :— :

«Ilouses and buildings very limited §
and in a very bad state of repair.—§
Forest-like appearance presentod by pas-§
ture land.  Immense number of trees§
crowded together in the hedgerows, in-§
Juring the pasture, destroying the fence.,
preventing the drainage, and shading the§
grass, thus making it wnpalatable.”

These remarks would apply now w§
immense tracts of la. Y, undrained anlg
unimproved. At vol. ix., p. 54, of the
Royal Agricultural Society’s Journal g
the Jate Mr. Woodward, a wealthy il
successful farmer, whom I knew, giveg
an account of the advantages he derived
from breaking up poor worn-ont pasture
land. Mr. Woodward. in 1844, pared§
dug, levelled, and drained 20 acres, at 3ff
cost of £7 10s. per acre.  The first year
it produced 42 bushels of wheat per acre X
—sold for 14 guineas. The second year
50 bushels of wheat per acre; the third}
year 48 bushels per acre—all without
manure ; the fourth yvear, with 2% cwt. of
£0ino per acre, it plomlscd to be a luge g
crop. This poor grass land was onl\ '
worth 24s. per acre hefore improvement. B
By this operation Mr. Weodward was
enabled, besides other advantages, to gite
cmployment to forty Jabourers for ne.xrl\
three months in the dead of winter. At
that period a great many laborers werc @
out of employ. This was also the cascj
hereabout when I carried out my drain-g
age, digging, and other improvementsj
wages l)cm'r then only 8s. per week, withjl
a considerable over-supply. I dug with
forks much of my land at 2d. per rod, or
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L1 bs. Sd per aecre.
per cent. more now,

In my own case, after draining a picce
of wretched pusture, T pared and burned
it, and for the last twenty-four years it
has yielded abundant crops of wheat,
mangolds, beans. clover, &e.

T conld greatly xnuluplv these instances
of the individual and national advantages
of passing from a pastoral to a mixed
arable husbandry, but it is unnecessary,
for it is so obvious that none can doubt
it who read Mr. John C. Morton’s ela-
horate prize essay * On Increasing our
Supplies of Animal Food,” vol. x, p. 341,
Royal Agricuitural Society’s Journal.—
Ay _/rwullluul Gazette.

It wonld cost 50

CONDITION OF THE CROPS
TITROUGIHOUT THIS UNITED

STATES IN OCTOBER, 1868,

Whear.~The full promise of the
early summer has not been realized in
the wheat harvest.  ‘The increase of arex
over that of last year, in its eflect upon
the ageregate production, is nearly
neutr.lh/ul bs a small diminution in some
of the prmup.ll wheat-growing States, in
the yield per acre; so that the incrense
in the total quantity, as shown by our
October returns, is scarcely more than
three per cent., and that is  obuined
mainly from the Puacific coast.

The progress of wheat culture west-
ward is somewhat remarkable, and its
history is not altogether unlike that of
cotton, in its occupanty of new lands,
and dheir desertion after a few years’ use,
not indeed to grow up in sedge or forest,
but to be laid down in grass or employed
in a more varied range of production.
Not only does it ge with population
westward, but its movement is in an
aceclerating  ratio, yielding results in
bushels to each inhabitatant smpnsm"
to eastern farmers.  Thus has the terri-
tory between the Missippi river and the
Pacific ocean, which in 1859 yielded
about 25.000.000 of bushels, hurvested
about 63,000,000; while the country
east of the Missippi, with its accession of
population and wide distribution of agri-
cultural implements, has made no in-
crease, as a whole, a few of the western
States havely making up the defficiency
suffered in Virginin and Kentucky. It
is a remakarble fact that & region which
nine years ago produced only one-seventh
of the wheat in the country, now supplies
nearly ouc-third of it. A similm pro-
gress in another decade w.a carvy the
centre of wheat production beyound the
Mississipi, and were it possible for the
Pacific coast again to quadruple its yield,
that distant wheat field will give a larger
product than the aggregate production of
the United States in 1830. Well may
the East imagine the supply of bread-

stufls dovle.lsmg, 'md n.mn.nll\v vnou"h
the west may deem their harvests «ro)d-
en; but when twenty more years s shall
pass and the virgin soils of "California
shall be dc\pollul of their fatness, and
their yield shall be reduced to ten or
twelve bushels per acre, where will the
spoiler go for new wheat fields to ruin?

The averages for Qctober appear to
show s decrease i production in Maine,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Comee-
ticut, New Jersey, North Carolina, South
Cuarolina, ()(’Ol‘"l.l, Alabama, and Texas,
the latter h:n‘iug only halt a crop. The
other States iudicate an increase, in most
of those east of the Mississippi very slight ;
in Minnesota, 13 pev cent.; in lowa, 6
in Missouri, 8; in Nebraska, 13; in
Kansas, 233 and in California, 25 per
cent.

Many places in differeut parts of the
country, especially in Maryland and Wis-
consin, report a dls.q)pomtmenb in the
vield of grain in threshing.  The disap-
pomtment, ho\v(,\'er, is somt.tmms in the
other direction, as in the following case :

Erie county, Ohio.—From C\temlcd
observations, after threshing of wheat
had been more general, I h:u'c made in
this return the average higher, as I am
borne out in the larger estimates, and the
quality of the wheat is Dbetter than last
year, )

The following items illustrate the tenor
of muny reports in favored districts :

Brown county, Minnesota—"Threshing
commenced three weeks ago ; wheat will
average 26 bushels to the acre  This is
above the average for the last five years
The grain was “all put in the stack in
good “order and the quality is good.

Winneshiek county, lowa. —Wheat will
average full 23 bushels in this county,
some as high as 35 to 38, and but a few
go under 20.

Bates county, Missouri.—There never
was a better crop of wheat havvested in
our country. Some ficlds went as high
as 35 bushels per acre, and one 37, and
this in a region where it was said wheat
could not be grown profitably until the
Yavkee invaded the country.

Me Cracken  connty, Kentucky.—~Qur
crops will probably average one-fourth
better that usual.

Coryell county, Texas.—The grasshop-
pers made their appearance yesterday,
in vaste numbers, and if they con-
tinue with us as long as they did last fali,
there will be another entire failure of
wheat. The prospect was never more
favorable for wheat sowing than now, if
it were not for the grasshoppers.

Oats.—This crop is light in the east-
ern, middle, and southern Atlantic States;
is not a full average in Michigan, Wis-
consin, and Jowa; in the other States

the product is above the average, the
largest increase being 21 per cent. in Ne-
braska.

geicultues t"sr ilohu %rofm.

In Wisconsin the deficiency is-
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9 per cent. Our Green county corres-
pondent says; ¢ The oat crop of this
vicinity has been considered alinost a
certainty, but owing to very hot weather
Just as the oats were bhegining to fill, tho
crap was materially injulc(l Fields that
bid fair from 40 10 75 bushels per acre,
when harvested, actually produced from
20 to 30, From many inquiries, I have
heard of but one fiekl producing over 30
bushels per acre.  As 2 whole, the crop
has been quite as Jurge as that of last
vear.”

RyE, in most of the States, is marked
by figures very similar to those which
show the relasive products of oats.

Barruy.—~The barley crop is some-
what deficient iu Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois,
Wisconsin, and in most of the Atlantic
States. It will searcely make so large
an aggregate in bushels as last year.

Cony.—Considerable i injury from frost
is reported in northern Indiana, Hlinois,
Iowa, and more northern latitudes. In
some portions of Jowa an estimate of
two-fifths of soft corn is made. From
southern Indiana, southern Ohio, West
Virginia, and  Penusylvania, come com-
plaints of immaturity in consequence of
wet weather, and few accounts of injury
from drought ave received. No general
or very severe droughts have heen report-
ed.  The high temperature of July was
favorable to the growth of corn, but the
unusual cooluess of the later summer
gave a sudden and injurious check at the
critical period of earing, resulting in late
ripening, smut, and other evidences of ab-
normal conditions, Yet the acreage is
andeniably large in most of the States,
and nowhere is there very serious failure.
The total product will be, therefore, not
what was hoped in the early secason, or
what is needed for a country with a rap-
idly increasing population, but a some-
what larger quantity than last year,
which was a season peculiarly adverse to
corn production. A good crop should
execed one thousand millions of bushels.
Last year’s production was little more
than three-fourths of that quantity, and
the present, though not vet fully harvest-
cd, and the material for a final estimate
returned, does not promise to reach that
figure by 10 or 15 per cent.

Cotrox.—The area in cotton is some-
what less than last year; its culture has
been better; the preparation for planting
more complete s and labor more rvfrnhr
and reliable, asa gencral rule. Enrly
the season the promise was fine; serious
losses have of late been incurred. however,
principally from depredations of the cot-
ton caterpillar, or army worm, which
have proved more general and severe in
Georgia than elsewher e, very troublesome
in portions of Alabama and Mississippi,
and somewhat prevalent in the Carolinas
and in Arkansas. Ieavy rains in Ten-
nessee apd the south-west have caused
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anxiety, lmt dore less damage than was
C\pLuod Our returns indicate a smaller
crop, possibly by 15 o1 20 per cent., than
last year: but the co omplete estimate will
not be made till the crop is gathered.

It is the aim of the statistician to give
the exact truth, nothing to extenuate,
and nothing to depreciate. Some farmers
would conceal the actual facts of the har-
vest, with the expectation of better prices
as a result of the deception.  The lope
is fallacious s the fraud will always be
discovered.  On the other hand, there are
always buyers who will give publicity to
extravagant estimates to depreciate prices
and magnify a scarcity, after having pur-
chased heavily, to give an unnatural sti-
mulus to the market.  Iouesty is de-
cidedly the best poliey, for farmers as
well as others. Iu these estimates, while
a doubt exists, it may be proper to give
producers the benefit of it, and make the

figures somewhat smaller rather than
larger than the probable vesult,  Acting

on this principle, the cotton estimate for
1866 was placed at 1,833,000 bales, and
that of 1867 at 2,340,000 bales, while the
actual shipments of the cotton for those
years reached very nearly 2,000,000 and
2,500,000 bales vespectively. Could every
pound have been counted in advance, no
fairer statement could have issued from
this department.

Pras axp Braxs will be nearly an
average crop.

Brerwnear is very generally detici-
ent: Connecticut, New Jchv\ Minnesota,
California, and some of the southern
States, furnish favorable exceptions,

SorcHrM has heen more suceessful
than Jast yvear. Illinois and Wisconsin
are not quite up to last year’s production.
Both buckwheat and sorghum were in-
jured b early frosts in high latitudes.

Porveors.—In southern New Eung-
Iand. New Jersey. Delaware, the Gulf
States and California, potatoes ae re-
ported «a full average crop. with a defici-
ency of 10 per eent. in New York and
Pennsylvania, from 3 to 7 per ceat. in
the southern Atlantie States and Tennes-
see. 20 in Tlinois, 10 in fown, 11 in
Indiama, 15 in Ohio, 16 in Michigan, and
a greater or less reduction fu other western
States.

Staar-cave.—Returns from  Louisi-
ana indicate an inerease of 42 per cent.
over last yeur.

Oy Wiuar—The amomt of old
wheat on hand is somewhat less than
usual throughout the country with the
exception of the cotton States, which
have a higher average than last vear.
This remark will not apply to Texas,
where the granaries are uniformly empty.
The qu.\nmv left over in W)\comm. is
relatively somewhat lower than in the
nelghbonnrv States.

1*1\[*’;?\1\6 CcATTLE—~Lhe stock of

|
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! beeves in preparation for market is larger
than last year west and south of New
Jersey, exeept in Indisma and  IHinois,
which States constitute an imporl;un
beef-producing section. The deficicncy
in linois is pl.u’cd at 2 per cent.; in
Indiaua § per cent. The condition of
fattening cattle is almost universally su-
perior, giving promise of better and larger
meat supplies than wsual.— Commission-
er's Report.

Convineenications.

To the Edetor of the Journal of Agrieulture.

Danxerrn, Seer., 1868.

. Editor—Ilaving  heard of the
fame of the shows held in connection
with *The Glasgow and West of Scot-
land Hortienltaral Society,” I determined
forthwith to go and see for myselfi—
Starting the evening previous to the show,
[ proceeded as far as Fulkirk, where I
stopped over night.  Up bright and early
next morning, 1 paid a hurried visit to
Mayfickd, where sub-tropieal gardening
is carried on to some extent. There you
see musias, dracieuas, caladiums, yueeas,

tree ferns, pahms, &e, growing  side
by side. and so Juxuriant that one

would almost faney himself a denizen of
some tropical forest. Irom the nature
of the climate around Maytield, they have
resorted to the plan of planting the rib-
bon borders, &e, with folinge plants; in
fact the striking feature about the place
is the total absence of flowering plants
And I'must say there is nothing lost by
their omission. For what ¢can be more
gorgeous (when the flowers are picked
off) than Mrs Pollock or cloths of gold
geraninms; or what more graceful than
that lov ely grass 1).1('t\'l|wlumu.\t.\ vavie-

aata—or if l»l.um for cdgmgs are requir-
w], what can be neater than Cerastium
tomentosum or Arabis lucida variegata,
orthateurions little plant called Althernan
thera spathulata.—and, for a groundwork
what can bear Gnaphalium Janatum or
the hardy Ajuga reptans rubra. I would
recommend the adoption of this style of
gardening to those, who, in consequence
of wet weather and other causes, canuot
get flowering plants to sweceed.  As for
the snb-tropicals I do not think they
would snit Nova Scotia, ns the winters
are <o long and severe—which would
ause a great deal of extia trouble and
expense in storing them.  Bat I think
something might he doue in the way of
bringing into cultivation some of the more
ornamental and cuvions of our native
plants—for cxvample, what could look
better for a back row to a ribbon border
than that king of all ferns, Osmunda re-
galis—and if nov elty in the way of edging
is wanted,lay holdof Sarracenia purpurca.
Of course due care would need to be

taken in the selection of such plants that

they are taken from places well exposed
to the sun, &e.

Among the many ornamental trees and
shrbs at M ayfield 1 was much taken
with » maple catled Acer negundo varie-
gata, which, with its pxeuv ‘wrtegated
Teaves, had very pleasing effect, 1t
might prove very ornamental in Novs
Seotia it grafted or budded on the
common waple.

Iaving bid Mr. Sorely, the kind and
intelligent gardener at Mayfield, good-bye,
we wend our way to the station—which
we reach in time for the first train fov
Glasgow—which place we reach after a
very plc’h it ride extending over an
hour and ahalf.  After seeing the “ lions™
in and around Glasgow, we found our
way to the City Bllll(hn"a, where the
show was held. “L'he scenery on entering
the room was both pleasing and cffective,
the decorations being in good taste, the
plants well arranged, and Jast, though
not least, the voom (whicle was four times
the size of "LTemperance Hall,) was well
filled with the beauty and fashion of the
west.  The first t Yle on the right, and
running the whole length of th(, room,
wa filled with tri-color, Sor onze, gold and
silver-leaved geraniuws. 'lmly, a great
advance has been made in the cultivation
of this favourite plant since flower of the
day was sent out some eighteen years
ago. The table on the left, and at the
othcn side of the room, was filled thus,—
at the back with Jarge and well bloomed
plants, of petunias “trained on civeulay
frames—next, stove plants, orehids, green
house vlants, &e—and, in frout, with cut
bloom in the shape of (l.lh“.\b, holl)hod\‘;,
which were very good notwithstanding
the dry weather. Tn the centre of the
room, aud at right angles with the side
tables, were six tables, the fivst of which
was tilled with floval designs and devices;
the one that took first prize was a model
of a viaduet, over 7000 everlasting flow-
ers were consumed in its construction—
it was a fine specimen of modelling and
decoration.  ‘The vemaining five tables
were filled with stove and green-house
plants, among which there were fine ex-
amples of horticulturnl skill.  In the gal-
lery was a table filled with eat ﬂ()\\(’ls,
most of which were made into bouquets,
very neatly arraigned.—but the most of
the hand bm'quus were far too lurge ; how
any lady could manage to en"mcel one
thy ough a ball room pu//]ed me. Inan
.l(]JOllllll" room a good display of fruit
was made, the prizes offered for grapes
being well and closely countested.  As for
apples and pears, I did not see anything
to come up to that produced by the Nova
Scotian fruit-growers, in fact at all the
shows I have seen here this season, the
apples exhibited were very inferior.
And as an International I'ruit Show is
amnounced to be held at Iidinburgh next
year, when prizes will be offered to the
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B cxtent of £600 stg., I hope your fruit-
B crowers will send something thatgwill be
Ml a credit to Nova Scotin.  The only thing
B 1 fear if will be held rather early in the
season, but I will only be too glad to give
any further information if required. In
the room along with the fruit was a large
lot of cut flowers, such as asters, stocks,
verbenas, roses, &c., and the competition
in the various classes was very sharp.
‘The show of vegetables was very fine, the
lecks being something more than extra.
A band of musicladded to the attrac-
tions of the show, and as the day was
fine the show was well patronized, and
must have been a complete success both
in a horticultural and financial point of
view. I hope and trust the day is not
far distant when Nova Scotin will be
Ml able to boast of at least one horticultural
f show in the season that would be a eredit
to the province and remunerative to those
who take it in hand.  And there can be
§ 1o doubt such shows can be made to pay
under prop-r management; only enlist
the aid and sympathies of the publie, and
the show will beeome a fixed fact.
Yours, &c.,
HarLiGoN1AN.

Reports of Agri. Socicties

CHESTER AGRICULTURAL SOCY.

The annual meeting of Chester Agri-
cultural Scerety was held on Dec'r. 7uh,
15868, as perduenotice. when the oflicers of
4 the ensning year were chosen as follows:
Pres., Edward Heckman; Fiece Pres.,
Charles Lordly ; Sec’y., I1. B. Mitchell ;
Treas.. Joseph Beyanson ; Directors, John
Church. David Hume, Samuel Isoner,
B Patrick Corney, and Christopher Boylen.

As the year has been so dull, financially,
¥ aud it heing almost impossible to collect
W subscriptions, the Society has been dor-
B3 mant all the season and no stock kept on
B lund, consequently no report of proceed-
§ ings can be made; but we have appointed
§ another mecting for the 23rd of January,

A 1869, and in the interim an endeavour

will be made to establish & branch suciety
in New Ross, an agricultural settlement
[ some wwenty miles distant inland, after
8 which I trust to be able to furnish you
A with financial statement aud a shot ve-
W port.  Having the balance of our las,
¥ year’s grant on hand, with the hope o
Wl sccuving that of the present year, we will
i be in o Dbetter position to start ahead
8 azain.  We propose now, instead of the
N Socicty owning and keeping bulls, which
8 absorbs nearly all its funds, to pay a cer-
B tain sum towards the keep of bulls of ap-
R proved breed in each of our several dis-
Our Cotswold rams have doubled
i the size of the Jambs where they have
B been kept, but our farmers generally will
B not be induced to reap the full benefits.

| No spirit, no enterprise among them,
with few exceptions.
II. B. Mircnery, Sec'y.

[A lamentable state of afthirs, which
we liope is only temporary., We always
thought that Chester was rather a spi-
rited place—2d. J. of A.]

ST. ANN'S AGRICULTURAL SOC'Y.

The St. Ann’s Agricultural Society
met inanvual meeting on the 1st Decem-
ber, Luther McLeod, Esq., President, in
the chair.  The officers forlast year con-
tinued in oflice during the ensuing year.
The Treasurer’s account examined and
found correct. In May $160 were dis-
posed of in purchasing wheat, timothy
seed, clover seed, and some agricultural
implements, for the use of the Society.
These articles were distributed for less
than cost. The amount of money in
Treasurer’s hands at present is $32; also
bills due to the Society to the amount of
S$160. Tt was resolved to wse all the
funds of the Society next spring in im-
norting improved seeds.

Respecting the state of the crops, it is
now so generally known that it is unne-
cessary to make any remarks about it.
The hay was a good average. In this
locality the difterent grain crops filled
well, though not very heavy in the straw;
by the continuance of wet weather «t the
time of lousing it was more or less da-
maged. Potatoes a better average than
was known here for the last tweunty
years.

Lvrner McLeob, Pres.
J. Mornisox, Sec'y.

{'The ouly means we have of obtaining
reliable information respecting crops in
the various Counties, is through the
Reports of Societies.  They cannot,
thevefore, be too full or too caretully
preparved.—/id. J. of A.]

PARADISE AGRICULTURAL SOCY.

The annual meeting of the Paradise
Agricultural Society was held at A,
Bent's Hall, Paradise, on Tuesday, the
first day of December, 1868, in accord-
ance with the law. The President in the
chair. The minutes of the previous meet-
ing were read and approved.

After some miscellancous business it
was moved by Avard Longley, Esq., se-
conded by Samuel Balcom, Esq., that we
proceed to the dlection of officers for the
ensuing year, when the following were
balloted for and duly elected :—Pres.,
Isracl Longley; Viee Pres., Isaac Long-
ley; Sec'y., William Leonard; Z'reas.,
Stewart Leonard: Directors, W. R,
Dodge, John Longley, Benjaumin Leonard,
Robert Marshall, Alfred Vidito. Moved

to adjourn to meet at this [all on the
first "Luesday of April next.
W. E. Starrarr, Sec’y.

YARMOUTH COUNTY AGRICULTU-
RAL SOCIETY.

Quarterly meeting. A large attend-
auce. The Vice-President in the chair.
Minutes of last meeting read and approv-
ed The published report of the exhibi-
tion referred to. ‘The preminms awarded
at the Ixhibition, amounting to $204,
were distributed as fav as possible.

Mr, James D. Archibald so far over-
came his patural bashfulness and  ditii-
dence in public as to address the meeting
at sowc length, making some interesting
comments upon the exhibition, its ten-
dency to promote improvement, &e.

It was asked if the preminms were not
to be awarded to exhibitors for articles
of their own growth, or production, or
three months possession, to which an
aflirmative reply was given; it was then
asked of the exhibitor, to whom the
premium for the largest collection of po-
tatoes was awarded, if all the varieties
were of his own growing, and upon his
adimission that three of the varieties were
borrowed, the collection thereby reduced
to niue varieties, it was voted that the
premium be shared with Mr, Archibald,
who also exhibited nine varieties.

Some expression as to the value of the
seed procured in the spring having heea
solicited, a discussion followed o the cul-
tivation and crop of the Goodrich petato.
The general opinion seemed favourable
to the variety,—the yield had been hwge
and with a few exceptions but little af-
fected with disease. Some who had
grown them thought them superior in
quality to any other variety, while others
considered them inferior to Jackson’s—
soil and culture affecting the quality of
this as of other varieties

“The season having been unfavorable
for grain, ncither wheat nor harley, ex-
cept in a few instances, has yielded a fair
crop. Wheat has been generally aban-
doned in the County, owing to its uncer-
tainty.—it might do well oue year, or two
years, or three, and fail the next ten,
whereas barley and oats were always sure
crops ; for this reason, and as prices here
lave ruled of late vears, they way faicly
be preferred to wheat, even when the
supply of bread is the sole object.

My, Archibald stated that his barley
had been quite equal to auy erop he had
ever raised in Colchester County, where
they prided themsely es upon their harley,
His experience was. that to get a good
crop of barley, it must be sown very early,
the first thing in the spring. A young
member asked if oats should not be sown
first—he had always heard. oats first
then barley. The Custos suggested that
it would be well for him to sow his wild



oats as carly as passible, but the rulli\':lml
variety might follow barley.  Plowing
and thovough preparation of the ground
in the fall was also recommended not only
for bavley. butas far as practieable for
other erops.

Mr. Enos K. Rogers made some re-
marks upon the curing of hay.  Had eat
fifty 1ons this season, 2 greac proportion
of it during bad weather,—had nsed lime,
one peck to the ton, when it was neees-
sary. owing to unfavorable weather to
store hay o green, the lime absorbed
the moisture. e believed also that hay
could be pertectly cured in foggy weather,
i meadow and i cock. and be much bet-
ter foarld for stock than if spread out and
arrned and exposed to the scorching heat
of the sun until all the sweet juice were
thoroughly dried up and evaporawd.  Jt
is well known that herbs ave perfeetly
and thoroughly cured in the shade, and
spoiled in the sun: clovers and grasses
make the best food when cured as herbs
sre cured.

Cuanres B, Brows, Sec’y.

Amnual mecting. Viee President in
the chair.  The report of Maunaging
Committee received as follows :—

The Managing Committee of  the
County  Agric aultural Society  herewith
sulmut the “Preasurer’s account from the
organization of the Society, showing re-
ceipts from all sources SS2.L.89, expendi-
wres, R71L29, balauce, eash on hand,
St11070. The expenditures for seed are
merely nominal. the money being mostly
retrned, the account herewith submitted
showing aloss of less than two per cent;
s0 of fruits, trees. hooks. agricultural pa-
pers.&e. Whatever members are willing
o pay cost for. will he procured at the
lowest rates and supplied to them, it is
only necessary o vote them.  With stock,
the apparent loss seems Jarge, but if the
ineressed vatue on all the improved stock
is taken into acconnt. it will be seen that
the loas is only temporary, amd that the
altimate gain may largely exceed that re-
sulting from any other investment.

In refarenee to the stock  wlready
bought, the Devon stack has improved
immensely under good care and feeding.
the bl being fully entided to the dirst
prize at the exhibition. The Durham
hulll * Western Prince. althougi received
in very poor condition. has recovered in
a great degree, and it is believed that his
stock will justity the propricty of pur-
chasing him.

At the quarterly meeting in February |
next. the amount of funds. on hawd \ull
determine what appropriations for stodk, |

seed, &ey will be eapedient for the com-
ing year. An annual exhibition will pro- |
bably be most usctul in mamtuning an
interest in, and ensuring the success of |
the Soviety.

"The iucreasing attendance at the quar- §

, John Iolmes.
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terly meetings, the enlarged list of mew-
bers and amount subseribed for the cor-
rent year, with the public attendance at,
and the sneecess of the exhibition, encon-
vage the beliet that the Society. having
got fairly started, will continue to advance
from year to year, until its influcuce ex-
tewds to every part of the County.

‘The Committee would urge upon each
member the duty of m: llung iv i point to
attemd regularly and punetnally at all the
weetings, the interest of which chietly
depends upon the number present. Mea-
sures of importance are sometimes adopi-
ed which would be modified and ameaded
on discussion and consideration.

The Committee would also uree the
necessity of liberality in snbsertbing to-
watids the fund: of the Society 1 winh small
means but little can be eifected Tt s
believed that the members of the Society,
tiving in town, will increase their sub-
seriptions largely. if the members in the
conntry show a proportionate liberality.

Exos K. Rogres,
WinLiay Brenine,
Sterney Cnerentil,
Duxsis G WesToN,
Cruarnus I Brows,

Treasures™s account and 1epo:t adopi-
ced. A subserintion List for 1869 was
signed by Giose present with two excep-
tions.  The rollowing were elecied oflicers
for the ensuing year:—Pres., William
Burrilly  Viee DPres, Frank Kilkun:
See’y. and Treas.. Charles E. Brown -

Managing Committee, Stephen Churehill,

N. Crosby. John Carr.

Cnantes E. Brows, See'y.

PARRSBORO' AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

The last annnal meeting of the Parrs-
horo’ Agriealtural Society was held at
Daniel York's, Mill Village. on Tuesday,
the 3rd of l)crcmhvr, 1867 The pre-
vious  veurs report was read  and
approved of. Al the olficers were
reclected to serve in 1864, Letters
were read from four persons stating that
they had withdrawn from the Socicty.
The Hon. Richard Mclefley was nomi-
nited to serve as 2 member of the Cen-
tral Board of Agriculture.

The Committee met ar Daniel York's,
Mill Village, on Tuesday. the 7th April,
1868, Itwas then resolved that Randolph
Morris, isq.. be allowed 20s. per mouih
during the winter months ending 3ist
May, for keeping the Chester white
boar, and Js. per month during the five
summer mouths while he kuLps hit, his
old debt of £4 3s. 9d. to be deducted
from the amount; that bounties be paid
this year on wheat, compost. Swedish
turnips, and ontmeal, viz.. on wheat Js.
for 10 bushels, on compost ds. for 20

{ 100w at Diligent. River be transferved to 8
Inos K. Rogers, Richard

loads, on Swedish tarnips 2s, 6d. for Hui g
bushels and 3s. for 190 bushels, on oat.
meal Is. 3d. for 100 Ibs. 2s. 6d. for 200 i
1hs., 3s. Od. for 300 1bs., and Hs. for 400 £
hs.; that amy of the pnnup u officer. |3
may purchase a bull to improve the
Ireed of eattle at the Provineial Ixhi- b
bition to be held at Halitax in October |8
aext, or elsewhere, the price not to ex-f3
eceld £10, and that such bull, it hought. 1
must be sold at auction, the purchaser
hinding himselt’ to keep him at least two} 8
years as bhreeder in Parrshoro’ ori%
TUpper Maccan = that the Society take 2)
numbers of the Jowrnal of Agriculture |3
for 1863, to be sold to members at hali i
price; that claims for bounties to the i3
amount of L1 10s., omitted in the ae By
counts of' the previous year. be allowed. B2

The Committee met at Daniel York's,
Mill Village, on Tuesday. Jrd of Novem-

O

e

ber, 1868, when payments on wheat B
raised in 1868, £105 on Swedish turnip- g8
rared in 1868, £7 5.5 on compost made é
B 868, £15 155 5 on grafted apple B

it2es ser out in 1866 and 1867, £4 Js.
keeping Chester white boar, £6 7s. Gd.: g
semoving Chester white boar from [alf- i
way River to Advoeate ITarbor, £1:E
£5 voted by the Society 7th November. B8
Y567, to aid the funds of the Provincial §
Agricoltural Exhibition held in Halifax pg
in October, 18637 £2 125, Gd. for 21
mmbers of the Journal of Agriculture §
for 1867 : £1 10s. hounties omitted in ¥
1867, to the amount of £54 13s., were jg
paid. Tt was resolved that the Society™s B

James Wosson’s, Two Islands, to be kept |
by him there this season in the usual ¥
way 3 that the Society take 11 numbers B8
of the Journal of _1:/racullurc for 1S69.
one number to b sent to cach oflicer B
qratis.  Bounties due on oatmeal will be @
paid and bronght to account in April @
next.

Through the year the Treasurer has B
received £28 16s. 3d. from members 8
£27 Js. of which are subscriptions due M
for 1863, and £1 11s. 3d. subscription
due for years previous to 1868, e alw J8
received £18 from the Ceatiz) Board of 8
Agrienlture, assigued to the Society o |8
of the £60 Provincial money voted for |
the County of Cumberland for 186118
He also received £2 on sale of the B8
Society’s Chester white hoar, and 7s. Gd. £
for his services in 1865 5 10s. for Canada .
Farmers sold to members at half price in}
1368, and £1 Is. 3d. for Journals o}
Agricelturs sold to membiers in 1868 &
half price, and £4 5z comributed byl
members—at Is. 3d. cach—to make up 2 B
donation of £3 from their private fund:jg
to the funds of the Proviucial Agricultn- i
ral Exhibition held in Halifax in Octo-X
her, 1868, These sums, with the balance B8

hand from last year of £9 9s. 118
make the sum of the funds for this yeatQ
to be £G4 19s. 93d. Qut of this, pay-§
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ments vere nnde, as beiote saued, on
whear wnd Swedisit  turnips raised in
1868, composi mude 1868, on grafied
apple irees see o ir 1836 ang 18467,
ieeping and  cemoving Cheser winiie
boar, moncey voted fom ihe funds of the
Society in aid of the surdy of the Pro
vincial Agrivaltural Jzhibition held in

Halifax to Quaobier. 18tie: Suraals of

Agrievlture voc 1567 ;3 bonnties oan crojw
raised in 1867 {oantted). o the wmoun.
of Lad [3s.5 postages, 2s.5 roows ¢
hold meeungs of Society in in 186s.
7s. 6.5 service:. of Secretary, and sta-
tionery used by him in 1868, £1 2s. 6.
were paid, Jeaving a balkien in the Trea-
surer’s hinds. o vhe close of the business
for this year, 0" £38 125, 04d.

Ouat of 152 membes we 1867, -4 with
drew, 2 died, aud 1 cmoved. FWour hav-
ing joined the Secicty in 1863, 149 are
liable 10 pay 3s. cach in 1868, “rom
these £27 15s. was veceived, Jeaving ae
average of £9 10~ .. the subseriptions
of 1568.

Twenty-one nuabers of the Journal
of Agriculbere. snd ten numbers of the
Canade Farmer have been received, and
read in the differeni Sections of the
Society through the year.

Qur usnal Provineial grant has not ye:
been received for the year 1848

Our hay ciop this year was good, and
harvested in good condiiion.  Potatoes
are 2t fair crop with little vot or blight.
although iu most places the tops were
killed eavly with blight.  “This  disease
did not seem to descend to the rooi, as in
former vears.  Ou many farms the pota-
toes attained a kirge grow:h; bodh.early
and late planied  potaioes did well —
Wheat was very generally sown; far-
mers were encouraged to try it by the
good crop of the previous vear, but it
ripened badly on many farms, owing.
probably. to being sown Jate and to wet
weather late in the season. It is not
more than half a crop. It was not in-
jured much by rust or weevil.  Oats auud
buckiheat were good erops.  eas, bar-
ley and rye unot much sown. Turnips
and other vegetables succeeded well.
Apples were a light crop.  Cranberrices
and strawberries were never move plenti-
ful, but all the other wild fruits were
very searce.

Jonx T, Sarn, Sec’y.

MERIGOMISH AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY.

We herewith forward you o report of

the proceedings of the Merigomish Agri- |

cultural Society for the year 1868,

To meet the wants of tlus Socicty we | putatucs

ottaned 4 bags of wheat from Haldfax,
being the amount of our grant for 1868,
with the sum voted to the Provit~ial
Exhibition, being, in all, $40. We also
imported ¢ sheep from T 15, Island, 3

one year old rams, and 3 one year old
ewes,  The ewes were sold to members
of the Society on arrival, and the rams
given to parties to keep for the use of
the Society until the beginning of the
New Yeur, and then to be sold, the par-
ties to receive two dollurs for keeping
them, and each member to get six sheep
to one ram, free of charge.

We have also to inform you of the
financial affairs of the Society, wiich are
as follows :—

Cash ree'd from members ar swosesiptions $41.00
. for wheatoo.o..o.. teeesenes . 2090

" for Dags.ieeeiseseareenes eeee 133

“ for sheep. coiiees ciiiinnen 8.60
£80.8:

Cash paid for bal. aggainst Soy im Lt year - £5.503
W s g copics of Jouradl... ... o 00

“o 8 expenses on whellooos s A0
% & sheep impated. . .. GOUO
“ o expenses of sheep.. cee 100
“ % postage and stativiery..... 86
T ST6.903
Ca<h on hand. .......... tetaeeen Ceeeeee $4.32
Debts due the Society.oiiaer civeveeeeds 335

This Society at present consists of 41
members.  All iave paid their subserip-
tions for the present year.

Respecting the crops :—Upland hay &
2000 crop, and housed in good order;
wheal amd  barley above the average
crop, el vats about the usual; the rout
erops. in general, very good; the ifru.
crops & failure.  Our stock hus improved
vevy much from breeds imporied, espe-

i vy o sheep and pigs; some of wur

une vear old sheep have cut as much as
14 ibs. of wool this yvear. Our whiwe
Ch:ester pigs imporwed from Yarmowh
wwve given good satisfactinn; the oit
«pring ay seven aud cight months old
weigh, on an averzge, wrom 219 to 220
ths,

The ofticers for the enstiryenr t1e s
follows :—Pres.. James Rav s Fiee Pros.,
Roberi 3. Copeland, jr. 2 Sec’wand Treas.,
John 8. Copeland; Directors. Edwad
Finlayson, Wm. Olding. Duncan Mesu-
iosh, William B. Sicw:urd, John Forbes.

Jayes Mitenunn, Fres.
Joux S. CorrLaNn, Sec’s.

—r—— ————— -

THE CROPS IN MIDDLE RIVER
VICTORIA, C.B.

T am happy to inform jou Zhat not-
withstanding the dronili of July aad
August, which greatly  retarded  the
growth of hay and oats. particulwrly on
sandy soils, the harvest promises to be
far above the avarage of last yeare  The
quantities of wheat sown has turned on,
a fair average crop.  The blhight in the

not until the middle of September, so that
I may safely say the potato crop have
uat bicen so promising for twenty years.
Grain sowed on loamy soil has yielded
well in quantity and quality, so that I

has but slightly appeared, and !

may say, without exaggeration, thau the
yield this year will be fifty per cent. over
that of last year.

J. McLusxax.

UI'PER LONDONDERRY AuRLCUi~
CURAL SOCIETY.

oo cwnwd meeting of  the Upper
Loudonderry  Agricnlural Soclely was
eld iv Folly Village on the 8th Decem-
hev. The Treasurer submined lus re-
pove which was exummed and  found
Foleel

isns.

U balane 23284
= subiser 2400
* ovincial giaag 2.0.00
fosoch cold, L L L L. 1600

Slolsd
18i8, Die,

"Cor _n'.u‘:.. RCEITH | I 2,5.00
SoeNnelses an b, 4.00
gt . MR )

o pmddaning poas Cee en ves eees 2025
B T i T e R S0
98320

Balanec ot hanGe.oaens voaaee 415 59

Ihe Society proceeded 1o elect officers
i e eneting vears s oliows i—Pres.,
James Camphells  Fer Pres., Hewry
Urequbtart s Iresi. Thowss Fanidine: 3
Seey. D K Lavwon s Divectors. 1 M.
Pezison, James Flewiag, dol 15 Faulh-
aer, Jol Johnson, Charles Fuion.

Reporic of erops in Uppei Londow-
derry. 1868 :—TLay, exten 2ood 5 whear,
Fair crop; oats. average; barley. duht g
buckwheat, goods potatocs. A Crage s wr-
nips, gool: enrrots. good: lidkian corn,
gowl 1 beans, squashes, pumghas. &e. a
v yield.

Janrs Cavenenc., Pres.
. 0 Lavios, Seey.

UNION  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY
OF EAST CORNWALLIS

The officers of this Saciety, in wmsking thetr
report for the annual meeting of December
1at. 1868, are pleased to state that the afthins
of this Soetety ave in a prasperons condition.
Many persons that  heretotore staod alaat
fram the Society are now seving the improve-
ment made in stock by wmembers, ol are
asking admittance.  As all our available
means have been required to pay off the old
delis, exeept the wett carnings of the bull
« Sir Wilitam” stnee Iast Apnl there is nat
~et enough in fands to make any more pur-
chases of stock at present.

The fine bull owned by this Society was

{ sent to the Provineial Exlulntion held an Oc-

tober last, and took the finst prize ananded to
thorough-bred Durhams. The stock  bred
{fram this bull is showing supmiier qualities
For the crops in this seetion of the County
this year. we have to report that our princi-
{ml cultivated crop, the potato, s fallen far
selow the average.  Ilay 3s abuve the aver-
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agees ad s been seeaved, for the most part,
insconl opler. Tacere was more wieat sown
this seasan Geas ustal, bat it fias been neagdy
desteoyed in these puts by the weenil. O,
barley, rye, Indian corngan t baeR wheat, are
an avergge crop. Tae very wet sedson -
Jured most of the ¢raps to smue extent.

Tais Saciety now nuwabes fifly wembers
who have paid ap taeie dues.

Tae tollowing are the oflicers elected for
the ensuing year :—Lr¢s., L. . V. Chipman
Vice Pres., Edwin Chases Sec’y and Treus.,
D. B. Neweowb s Directors, A G Masters,
Jolm Wo Manseeson, John ‘L. Neweomb, G S,
Luckwooid, amd Junathan Raned.

The tivancial state of the Society is thus
reported (—

Ruceters,
Members® <ubiseriptions, at $1.00 each..... 50 00
Earmgzs ot bubll (.. oovooes oL, 138ty
Premium on diste 1t Exhibition in Halitix, 25 00
Provincial grant (aot Ruewn). oo,

Bxpexymreer.

Reep of bull, ta L. Eaton, Esq...
Tncidental expenses oo. oo ol
Secretary and freasurer’s salary (
Availavle funds. oooioa..

$225 0
J.E Newcosm, Pres.
D. B. Newcoxy, See. & Treas.

NORTH-EAST MARGAREE AGRICUL-
TURAL SOCIETY.

The anmual mectinge of the Norgh-East
Mangearee Agricultural Society. Co. of Iuver-
ness, was held on Taeday, 154 December,
1868, Present s the oflice-bearers, Dorectors,
andd several subserihers.

Tacrcatter the Seerctary stated that this ic

the day appointed by Law for the olection of

officers, when the following members were
chosen s==Pres., Thos. Ethrdees Viee Pres.,
Donald Ethvitdiee 3 Sec’y. Jolin Munros Treae.,
Juneph AL Dugeduam s Direectors, Gearae Ine
wraham. D wid Rosss Mavk Tuggeabian, Moses
Murpliy, James Jusepa R ss.

Thereatter the Seeretary abso stated that
from the poverty of this di-trict, by the fail-
ure of crops, nearly onethird of the uaal
members have failed to pay up theie amnanl
sulseriptions for the present year. That in
My last seed oats were parchased in Prinee
Edward Island and copreyent to this harbonr,
with the reataining aviclable funds, and dis-
tributed smongst the sulseribess, Tane was
sllowed to pay the price of the aats, hut. with
few exceptions, the  respective prices are
stll ontstamdupe. Frinn this unforscen cir
cumstance the Society is unable to send 2t
certified list of paid s.b cribers to the extent
required by law,

The Socicty now place themselves on the
bounty of the Board of Agricultue, to take
the case of this Saciety into consideration,
and that relief may be given to whatever exe-
teat t.e BB ard sy see proper, from the ina-
bilisy already stated, du&ucling from any al-
lowance the sum of cizht dollars, which was
subseribed and payvable this year for support
of the late !':xlli‘n’.li«m at Halitax.  In short,
the Durliam bull and cams purchased at the
Richmond xale in 1868, exhaucted the fande
for acir support, which was not. anticipate !
st the time of purchase. Two of the rawms

|
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being a Coatswold and Leieester, have both ’

died duringe the year. "Uae ball © Yoowan ™
is in goud condition at paesent. although ex-
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peasive, aml will ultimately tuen out usetnl | HORTICULTURAL  MATTERS AT

Cfor improvement in stock.—yot tiese pure

chases have been greatly the means of dritin.
ing the Society of thuds,

State ot erops for the year 1868 :—

Huay—"Tuis crop turned out above the or-
dinary e

QOuts.— An average crop.

Bartey—\ full average crop

Wheat.—A goud crop in most Tocalities,
but sparingly sowed.

Potatoez—A good crop 3 improving in the
cultivation.

Beets, Carrots and Mangel Wurzel not
mibed to any extent.

Lurnips—Farmers are improving in rais-
ing this crop.  Thiz year bas exeeeded
former years.

Tsos. ErurinGs, Pres.
Joux Mesno, Sec'y.

Brizan axp YEast.—The bitter flavour
which is 100 apt to prevail in bread made
from home-brewel ale (or indeed from pur-
chased table beer) veast. ean he effeetnally
obviated by washugge the ferment repeatelly
with pare. very cold water, suflering the
veast to subidde, and then pouring off the
water after every subsidence till the washings
cense to bring away the bitter flavar. After
whch the venst is to be steained throngh a
quantity of ool wheat bran, such as afarmer
abtaing when be semlds his own grist to the
mill.  This mediwn does not only correct the
atkaloid bitter of the fenuent., bat alds fresh
formentive principle to it.—dgricultural Ga-
elie.

How 1o Draw Broon.—The operation
of beeding i cenerally performed in the
horme and ox by apeningg the juealar veln,
which runs along the hollow in the neck.
abave the windppes cither fleam or lancet
was he used. Sheep are bled by opening
with 2 Taneet the vein in the inner canthus of
the eve. abonut two inches from the corner of
the orlit. The vein mside the knee, or in-
side the thigh, may be punet -red instead.
s mav be bled in the two  Jast-named
places, or by paneturing the roof of the
mouth 2 short distanee behind the corner
teeth. The pulse may be telt in the horse ag
the eduee of the lower jaw, where the sub-
maxillary artery crosses tee bone—in the ox.
by placnis the finger etween the dew-claws
of the forclegs—=in sheep, phes, and sall
animals of any kind. by placing the hind
firmly aver the region of the heart, imme-
diately behind the clbow on the left side.—
Thid,

The staple productions of the Dland of
Jersex s carly potatoes. The Laud is -
nured to an extraonlinary degree with sea-
weerd, stable manure, and Peruvian guana, to
force the patatoes forwanl.  They are sent
0 the Lomdon market early, and therehy
fetel so great a price that an acre of carly
potatoes ie valunel at one hundred and s.xty
pounds

The old German adage hiad it. * No cattier
1O MWANKRC 3 N0 wanure, no crope”  Tae fan
mer's fint necesity was manure: and when
followed as cconum’cally as the German did
by sviling bis animals, the amount of fertiliz.
ing watter returtied to thesoil is abundant.

THE PENNSYLVANILA STATE
FAIR AT HARJUSBURG.

As a general rule, one does, not ex-
pect to find much in the way of Horti-
culture at an Agricultura State Fair, for
although the schedule presents some very
tempting offers—in the shape of premi-
ums—it is  well  understood  among
gavdeners and nurserymen, that the men
appuinted to serve on the committees
kunow Jittle or nothing of fruits or lowers,
heyoud the mere fact of their looking nice
or tasting well.  And the resultis just as
might be expected, the sensible gardener
knowing this, keeps aloft from such like
places, while the poor grower with inferi-
or stock steps in and carries oft’ the prize.

So thut, after all, the premiums award-
ed are not surely a fair index of the
werits of the article exhibited.  But as
the officers of the Pennsylvania Horticul-
tufal  Society neglected to uotify its
members of their iutention to give an
Autumnal Exhibition, I thought it just
possibile, that the gardeners of Harrisburg,
might be out in force.  So with thousauds
of others, 1 wended my way along the
hanks of the Susquelzmnn to the great
Suate Fuir of Pennsylvanin, Nor was I
disappointed, for the display of fruits and
flowers was very creditable to the city of
Harrisburg.

That which above all things, distin-
guished the fruit department, was the
tablesof forcign grapes, cexhibited by F.
O'Keefle, gardner to J. D. Camcron;
there were some ninety bhunches in all,
consisting chictly of Black Haumburg,
‘Those grown in the cold grapery were
very finely colored. One pecaliarity in
this collection was the great numbers of
double bunches, the Black Hamburg,
White Froutignac, White Nice, Muscat
of Alexandria. Gros Colman and Muscat
of Hamburg. had each oue or more dou-
ble bunches.

Mr. O'Keeffe exhibited a specimen of
grape training in the shape of a piece of
one year ald cane, about ten fect long
and three quarters of an juch in diamieter,
with twenty large bunches of Black
Iamburgs hanging an it five of which
were double.  The vine from which this
cane was cut, had in all some sixty
hanches of grapes on the present season.
The Gros Colman in this collection was
very Jarge and fine, also the Muscat of
Alexaundria; it is seldom one sees such
large bunches of this grape on account of
its habit of sctting badly.  The commit-
tee awarded 2 premium of five dollars to
this talle for the best collection, this
fact alone will give you an insight as to
the competency of the committee in such
matlers.
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The next great feature of this depurt-
ment was the table of preserved fruit in
glass jars, exhibited by My, J. Atherley,
agent for Mr. Rowley, 309 Market St.,
Philada. Next to growing a fine fruit is
the pleasure we derive in being able to
preserve it. Mr. Atherly seems to
possess that seeret to perfection. 1 ob-
served a jur of Duchesse Pears in this
collection, preserved whole ; until now 1
had supposed it next to impossible to
preserve fruit without paiving thems; this
Jar of Duchesse would indicate that the,
problem is solved. A dish of {fruit
marked * Pound Pears,” were very fine.
This I should hardly consider a proper
name for i Pear seeing us we have many
varicties of Pear thut will weigh one
pound or more.

W. Hummel had fine Louise Bonne
de Jersey FPears, marked as weighing,
one eleven oz., one nine oz., and three
eight ounces each.

The display of Apples by the Lycom-
ing County Agricultural Fociety was
very fine, but as these were not the pro-
duction of any one individual, it was
hardly the thing to allow them to com-
pete.

Mr J. Kepple of Harrishurg, exhibited
a table of native grapes embraving some
sixteen varietics. Roger’s Hybrid. No
19, and No. 34, were particularly fine.
The Catawbas in his collection were the
finest I have cver scen, so fine indeed
that a dish of the celebrated < Toua” ap-
peared quite common placed alongside
of them. In this lot I noticed the Maux-
atawney and  Rebeeet, neither of them
anything extra. A dish of Allen’s 1y-
brid, a white grape. was very  beauriful,
resembling more 2 Chasselus de Fontaine-
bleau than anative.  §atterwards learned
that this gray c. with severul other vavie-
ties in this collection, were not grown
by the cexhibitor. Tt is the rule in wost
Sacieties, to demand that the articles
should be grawen by the exhibitor, which
scems hut fair.

Thos. Qliver, gardencr to Gen. Came-
ron, exlibited six buuches of foreign
grapes marked Black  Prolitic, quite
small in bunch and berry, but jet biack
in color; oue buuch of White Buel,
Muscat, Tottenham Park, Gross Gronmier
du Cantel. identical with Gros Colman.
as exhibited by Mr. O'Keeffe: a2 bunch
of Black Hamburg and one other variety.

The Pumpkinsin this department were
quite a feature, the largest I noticed was
marked one hundred aml forty ponnds.
The potato growers were out in force.
“ Early Rose” by Geo. M. Rupp, Cum-
berland Co., looked very prom sing.  Of
all the potatocs shown, including some
twenty kinds, the « Waite Mercer™ was

pronounced the finest aud fairest potato |
exhibited. From this departinent 1 made |

correspondent there saw and heard will
bu given in my next.

[Our correspondents crit’cisms are just, |
but not tinctured with that mercy which
he would have if he had had our experi-
ence in “getting up” thirs. No one
knows how hard it is, to get the * good
judges” our correspoudent would like to
sces but thoee who have tried Executive
Committees ha e te do the best they can,
If good exhibitors stay away hecause of
probable slighis, good judges stay away
for similar reasons.  We never kuew a
Jjudge, however impartial and competent,
who was not abused. In the present
case, we have no doubt the officers did
the best they could to get the hest judges,
and that the judges did the hest they
honestly could.  If we were exhibitors
under such circumstances, hurt thongh we
might be by the julgment, we should
coustrue it charitatly, and say nothing.
Fairs are not so much for personal inter-
est ats for pubilic information, and he who
contributes to them should feel that inall
probability his aid. useful as it is to the
general geod, may possibly be at some
sacrifice to himselfl

With regard to the Pennsylvania Hor-
ticultural Society, there have been annual
exhibitions in September every year, for
over a quarter of a century. The day
was fixed a year ago, and printed on the
schedules, which hiave laid on the socie-
tics tables every monthly meeting night
since then, It is hard to understand
what other notification would be necessa-
ry.  Perhaps the ~oflicers of the Sacie-
ty” might in their turn compluin that
“members” took so little iuterest in the
Society, as never o honor it with their
presetice, even to kuow what is going on.

We do not offer these suggestions he-
ciuse we think our friend’s stricturesare
not just, but because our experieunce in
such cases, makes us feel a very large
charity for all fauls and short-comings.
These fairs and exhibitions are of im-
mence value to the commuuity. Those
who give their time as officers. judges,
exhibitors aud so on, are amongst the
best of public bencfuctors s and mauy a
tme when we feel like scolding at their
blundering, the glory of their deeds,
seems to plead with us to be as murciful
as possible.—Ev. Gurdener's Munthly.

[We reprint the above, because we
think it will do good to 2 number of per-
sous to Jay to heart the wholesome senti-
ments. A public exhibition is, morethan
anything clse, a spontaneous cffurt of the
people: every man, woman and child is
expected to play his or her part; all have
to join hawds to forin one united circle,

andif cupidity or souruessof temperorany

to kicking, it greatly mars the profitable
enjoyment of an Exhibition.

We were not without kicking horses
at the recent Great Exhibition at Iali-
fax ; but we would remind some of these
gentlemen, whether they be of the
press, or the turf, or the workshop, or
the barn yard. that a horse that stopped
to kick never yet won the Derby.—Ebp.
dJ.or A.]

AGRICULTURAL XNEWS OF THE
SEASON IN SCOTLAND.

(From the Furmer.)

Farmers, as well as others, have been
so brsy clectioneering of late that agri-
cultural reports have been temporarily
suspended, ‘The weather has been calm
and dry. with occasionally a touch of
frast.  For all kinds of seasonalile farm
labour it coult not be better.  ‘The ter-
mination of the excitement regarding the
elections will have 1 good effect on trade,
and we have seen furither cvidence of a
firmer feeling in wool, Jeading to higher
prices.

The agricaltural implement makers
will be well represented in the uew Pur-
lizunent, Mr. Jumes Howard, the Messrs.
Samuelsons, father and son, and Mr.
Beutall, being all returned.

Mr. P. M‘Lagan and Mr. William
M-Combie, both *farmers’ members,”
have been successful candidutes for seats
in Purliament. My MLagun hias proved
himself such a useful member, on agricul-
tural questions, that his defeat would have
been a great loss to the agricultural in-
terest.  The defeat of Sir Willinm Stirl-
ing Maxwell, however, is a decided loss,
while that of Mr. Miluer Gibson, the
kuight of the obstructive metropolitan
murrow-hone wund cleaver interest in the
late Parliument, is a gain.

The Ediaburgh Christmas Club have
held their usnal Christmas Exhilition of
Cattle and Poultry.

The exhibition of fat cattle and ather
stock, under the auspices of the Northern
Counties Fat Show Club, was fixed for
4th December at Iuverness.  Last year
the show was a complete success, when
promated chicly by private individuals,
and the success ought to be still greater
now that the exhibition takes place under
the auspices of an associstion  The fol-
Jowing special prizes are offered: Messrs.
Macdougall & Co., Tartan Warchouse,
for the best fiut Highland ox of any age,
£5 3s.; the Inveruess fleshers, for the
hest fat short-horn- ox, £5 3s.; Inverness
hotel-keepers, for the best fat polled ox,
£5 3s.: Messrs. R Carruthers and Sou,
for the liest fut ox. £3 3s. In adlition

my way to the Horal teut, and what your | other unworthy spriug of actiou gives tise | 10 these prizes, £36 has been contributed
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as subseriptions or donations to the Club,
including £10 from Lord Lovat, £3 trom
Colonel Fraser-T'vtler of Aldonrie, and
from Mr. White of Mouar.

The first report of the commissioners
appointed to inquire into the employment
of children, young persons. and women in
agriculture was published on Monduy
morning. The chief commissioners were
Mr. Hugh Seymour Tremenheere and
Mr. Edward Carleon Tuffiell.  They
stated that the evidenve already collected
by the asslstani-commissioners, and heir
reports upon it, materially advauce to-
waids a solution of Jie quesidon subnuired
for inquiry: buc aey atempt to draw
conclusious from them would be premia-
ture.  They 'hevefore content themselves
with drawiny ateniion to the principal
points iu cire documens prepared by ile
assisiani-comntissioners, ad they promise
their final seport beiove Parliament in
the coucse of be uext session,

The oniy “squib™ in reivrence to the
return of Mr. M:Combue of Tillyfour, us
the represenrative of Wesi Aberdecushire,
was one which simpiy contained an ex-
{raci from Scripture—~no, however, from
any of the canonical books. ‘The quoa-
tion was as follows :—* How can lie get
wisdom tha. boldeth the plough, and that
glorieth in the goad; that dviveth oxen,
and is oceupied in iheir labours, and
whose talk is of bullocks? 1le giveih
his mind to make furrows; and is dili-
geot to give the kine fodder. He shall
not he sought for in public counsel, nor
sit bigh in the congregation ; he shall not
sit in the judge’s seai, nor undersiand the
sentence of judgment; he cannoi declare
justice and judgment, and shall not be
found where parables are spoken'—
(Eccles. xxxviii. 23-33.) The placard
containing this quotation was speedily
answered by a haadbill beariug the iol-
lowing passages, = vot from the Apocra-
pha "—¢ Seest ihou x man diligent in his
business?  He shall staud before kings;
he shall not stand before mean men’—
(Prov. xxii. 29.)—¢ Blessed shall be the
fruit of thy cattle.  The Lord shall cxuse
thine enemies that rise up against ihee (o
be smitten before thy fuce; they shall
come oni against thee one way, and shall
flee before thee seven ways.—Deut.
xxviil. 7.)

[We think that the good people of
Aberdecn might find more awpropriate
occasions for ventilating  their biblical
knowledge.—Ev. J. of A.]

The wheut harvesi in America is stated
not {0 be 5o good a5 was expecied.

CIHARACTERISTICS OF TUE DIF-
FERENT BREEDS OF CATTLE.

(From the American Stock Journal.)

The brecd to which the most attention
is at preseat directed is the family of

Shori-Horns, known as Durhams. ‘These
are geawatly of @ roan or spoiied red
awd whiwe colov. alihongh sometimes of a
priee whiie or a deep red. They ave well
shaped aml eovitin great weighe of car-
cass w ibe smallesi dimendons. Durbiam
enile umke supesior oxen und wree he
wast pensiiniie for beef, but in smilivng
qualuica they wre believed by some to be
inferior to some odier breeds, bui tiis is
noi admitied by 4l A cross of e
native wil the Davhn will produce
goold reslis.  The Xnglish have geue-
rally exelled n ihene auimals, bue of late
Agpevivan ezt e have been purehased by
Laglizh fneedets, o amprove their hevds,
Thee ave ac preeed guite o munber of
becders of Dachans in this conntry.

Alderncys.  This stack  of caidle s
a varieiy of pmrely daivy stock, and
origimticed in the chaunel island«.  They
are not Jarge.  They yield but Jitde
milk, but that is exitcwely rich, some
extra fine cows mitking fifieen 1o
twenty pounds of butter per week, Quie
a number of lmnurlations have been
made, and they are presty well scatterved
over the eastern and widdle states, wheve
they are held in high estimation jor iheis
valuable daivy qualities. In Ingland
they are kept by funciers more for orna-
ment than use.  The breed is of Freuch
origin.

Ayrshives.  This iweed is supposed by
some 10 e w @oss of the Durham and
Aideraev; it takes its name from the
covniy of Ayrin Scotland, It is exten-
suely reised in Fugland and probably
ks neai to ihe Darliam in anmbers in
ili: Unaed Suties. They are favorites
widl somwe fiesi. elass daivymen  from
dies iy and qualiiy of mitk and the
reanbiaest wirh which ihey faden afier
hivieg served their purpose in the dairy.
Tley aie =hort horns of mingled whiie
and ced coloi

Hersfords. ‘These catile are not first
<aie midhers, bt are move profitable for
beef hum some others. They are not
genecally red in this country, other
sawhs doing as well.  They have long
horus. and are of a red color, varying
fiom Jdark 1o jale or nearly vellow, and
mosily mavked with white bellies.

fialloways. A hornless breed and like
the Herefords betier for butchering than
dotiy urposes.  They have  straighi
haeics, aod sidex round like a harrel, capa-
bl of sustzining greai weighi of meat.
The color is generally black, vecasionally
suoried with white or dark brindled.

D)seons. This Lreed is not of large
size, but is well proportioned. They
yreld o medinm quantity of milk of sup-
c.ior quality, and by some are esteemed
iive besi breed for the dairy.  They fatten
well, having the desired streaks of fatand
leaw, and a fine flavored heef is obtained
from the carcass. ‘This breed has been

greaily improved within the Iast few
vears. sl the cutide are noted for their
docilivy ciiher us dairy cattle or oxen.

TREATMENYT OF HORSES WIHEN
HEATED.

(From ine American Stock Journal.)

Men and horses are Jie ouly unimals
ie swea  So say the medieal men,
whose tmsiness o s fo fuvestigaie the
wonderfnl living mechanism of both.
‘The v cools ot by accelerated respira-
tion ; if heared ia the [irrow, he partially
apens his monwdy, drops his dongne, and
by ragid respiraiion, or short breathing,
nerowa off e excess of ficat which has
acaumlated in the sysiem. “ Old Dog
Teay ” Liat vuus panting by the side of
the carviage irongh ihe intense heat of
a July suu, dashes into the cold spring
with smpunity, sod retuins vefreshed,
having no perspivaion to check, when
men or horses, subierged in « like wan-
aer, would suddenly check perspiration,
aud i they survived the shock, it would
6 but to die wiih acuic or chronic in-
flammation. In violeut motion, the re-
spiration of both men and horses is in-
creased, but uot sufficiently 2o us to carry
off 1he heat that is generaied; they per-
spire throngh the skin, the pores of which
become opened or enlarged, and it is
while :in this condition that both are ex-
ceedingly liable to be injured, and when
areai. care is necessary to presvrve the
health of either.

We saw a noble looking animal the
other day standing by the road side of a
public inn, (the owner evidently one of
“my friends"—within talking politics
wiili mine Hest—or some other man”—)
wet. with perspiration, dotted with foam,
and apparently highly heated, There he
stood unchecked by rein or halier, faith-
fully waiting his master’s return. The
day was cold; the wind blowing a gale
from the northern hills! Impatiently he
pawed the irozen ground, champed the
bit, and wildly flung his head from side
to side while his lips were contracted and
nostrils collapsed, giving him a fierce and
unnatural appearauce. No blanke: co-
vered his wet and heated body, the cold
wind was fasi cooling him off, causing his
moist long hair 10 staud on cnd like that
of the porcupine. He was evidently suf-
fering severely. And this is no uucom-
mon sight. So litile is still known of
the physiology and functions of the horse,
that the man who would refuse an extra-
vagant price for a favorite animal, suffers
him to stand in the condition which I
have described. If the horse escapes
an attack of colic or inflammation in
some shape, it will be his good fortune,
and not. from any wisdom or humanity
on the part of his owner.

Even in mild weather, though it may
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e summer. men or hovses should not ve-
main quiet in w cold draft, when heated
and wet with pevspiration.  Millions of

. the colds compluined of, would be pre-
_ vented, by ohserving this simple rule, and

thousauds of vulwble lives preserved
which are now annually extinguished.

Butif you, who value the noble animal
which you control, when you *rein up®
for business or pleasure, let the * mantle
of churity ® come over your steed in the
shupe of & good warm blanket.  Depend
upon i you will find ii cheaper thun
physic, travelling on foot, or drawing
your cart yourself.

AGRICULTURAL LEGISLATION IN
ONTARIO.

It is refreshing to see the readiness
with which the FProvincial Legisluture of
Ontario js going into measures calculat-
¢d to develope the resources and promote
the internal industry of the country.
‘The Canuda Farmer states, that in addi-
tion to the Free Grant Question, there are
other most importunt measures benring
on agriculture and the rural interests of
the Province, In the mining interest
very materind changes are proposed,
especially the abolishing of all royalties
and taxes on minerals. A IHomestead
Excempition Latw is also under discussion,
which hias for its object the exemption of
homesteads, to the value of $1,000, for
sale or execution for debt. These bills
are not yet in a forward state, but by
our next issue we hope to be able to re-
port fally and favonrably on these im-
portant matters. An Act will probably
he passed to prevent the setting out of
fires during the dry period of the year.
Modifications are also contemplated in
the sheep and dog law, aud a few slight
changes in the game law.

MORE LABOR WANTED ON THE
FARM.

A thriving fariner to whom we put the
question, What item of expenditure puys
best in your operations? answered “ La-
bor.” He had then in the field six men
and kept them constautly at work for
nine months in the year. Ie had but
sixty acres of land, yet the gross products
were about fifteen thousand dollars a
year. A single item in this yeax's crop
was 6,000 bushels of secd potatoes. His
rough farm wus. rapidly rounding into
form under his plastic touch. Old stone
walls had been removed, and the small
fields opened into large ones. Rocks
had been blasted aud sunk, and the rough
places made smooth. The wet places
had been made drv by deep drains. He
subsoiled, and guurded every crop against
draught. He kept at work upon im-
provements, and made the crops pay for

and working an acre of Jand, than we fo
them. e said he regretted nothing so
mnch as that he had not employed more
help. This clenr-headed farmer is un-
questionably right.  Nothing pays so
well as labor, even ai the present high
prices.  Almost all farm products have
advanced more than labor in the last
eight years.  And if this were uot <o, we
think in the single item of improved im-
plements the farmer has an advantage
chat more than  balances the increased
price of labor,  1le can make hay cheap-
er with these tools to-day than he could
ten years ago without them, though he
pays a third more for labor. Yet many
of our farmers doubt this, and continue
to apply the labor of one man to a hun-
dred acres, and call it economy. We
have no doubt it is the most expensive
mode of applying labor. Almost every
thing can be made cheaper on a large
seale than on n small one.  The publish-
er makes very little on a thousand copies
of a work; on a hundred thousand he
would make a small fortune. I¢ will not
pay to build a factory and use power
looms to muke cloth for the use of one
family ; to clothe the people of a State it
isa very good business. Most farms
have every requisite but labor to gow
four or five times their present amount of
crops. ‘They have land enough, and
oftenn all the materials for making ma-
mue. They lack the men to haul the
sea-weed, the muck, or the marl, to burn
the lime, and to handle the compost.
For lack of labor three-fourths of their
capital lics idle, or pays them barely two
per cent per annum. One great advant-
age of plenty of labor upon the farm is
the ability to do every thing at the fitting
time. Nearly half the expense of hand-
ling muck is saved if it is dug out. in a
time of dought. Three-fourths of the
labor of tillage is saved if the men are
put into the field as soon as the weeds
are in sight. Every crop is followed up
with timely care, and is raised at the least
cost. ‘There ave improvements that al-
most every farmer has upon his mind
that never get done for the want of labor.
He knows that underdraining is paid for
by the extra crops of two good years,
leaving the land more thin doubled in
value for a lifetime.
time to do it. He knows that manures
pay well, yet he never makes half the
amount he could use to advantage. We
need to do business on a larger scale to
make farming pay better. We must
have faith in our calling, and investcapi-
tal as liberally as the merchat or manu-
facturer does in his. There is much less
risk in our busines. We can afford to
make our ventures larger. Asa matter
of fact the farmers who make the most
money in this country are those who em-
ploy the most help, and wmost wisely
direct it. In England they will often

He never finds

spend more eapiti and laborin manuring
in its purchase with the expense of ma-
nuring and working added. At this
season, when we sum up results and fore-
cast the future, let us plun to use more
labove—dmerican Agriculturist,

LITERATURE.

It is of the greatest importance thas
Agricultural  Societies in the country
ehould make efticiene arrangements for
circulating among their members some of
the best Agricultural periodicals. This
is the season for renewing subscriptions
by those who have been in the habii of
tuking papers, and of counmencing to
take by those who have noc hitherto.

Most of the proprictors furuish their
journals to Societies at reduced rates,
when a considerable number of copies
are taken,

The Admerican Agriculturist is “ar be-
fore all competitors ¢u ihis Continent as
regards the amount und character of its
reading and heanty of jlustration. For
a year's subscription of a dollar and a
balf (greenbacks) it furnishes mouthly
about 36 large quarto pages, clegautly
printed, of the most useful information
that can be carried into a farin house-
hold 3 and the wood-cuts, profuse in num-
ber, are ¢qual to those of any idlustrated
journal in Lurope. It is published by
Orange Judd & Co,, 41 Purk Row, New
York.

Tne Canada Farmer is likewise a pe-
riodical of great value to our farmers;
and now that our trade and interests in
the Western Provinces are ncreasing, it
is ncedful that we should look over our
neighbours’ fences. The Bee-keeping
and Eutomological articles are especially
valuable, and the Editor keeps lis read-
ers well posted with the movements of
live stock, both at exhibition and mar-
iet, spirited pictures of the leading ani-
mals being given from time to time.
The Canada Farmer is published by
George Brown, Toronto, at one dollar
per aunum. .

The American Stock Journal, pub-
lished by Messrs. Boyer & Co., of Gum
‘T'ree, Chester County, N. Y., is always a
welcome visitor, and we occasionally
transter to our columus oue of ite most
vseful articles on the management of live
stock.

The Gardener's Monthly, cdited by
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Thomas Mechan, Philadelphia, ($2 per
anmum.) is entirely devoted to the gar-
den.  All the latest information is given
respecting new  vegetables, new fruits,
new flowers, and new tancies in cultiva-
tion.  Its articles are well and carefully
writteus ad the advice given is thorongh-
Iy honest. The sonthern sky under
which the Monthly is edited is rather
too clear and sunuy for all the hints to
be followed by us—yet he must needs
be a puve gardener whoe cannot glean
two dollars worth ont of the Monthiy in
a year

The Monthly Reports of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Washington, we
usually receive through the kindness of
Mr. Selden and Mr. Monaghan, The
new Commissivner is maintaining their
useful character.

Newstarer DirEcTory.—George P.
Rowell & Co.. the New York Advertis-
ing Agents, are about issning a complete
American Newspaper Dirvectory. 1t is
a compilation much needed, sinee nothing
of the kind having any claims to com-
pleteness  has  ever been published.—
Messrs. Rowell & Co. have spared no
pains or expense to make rhe forth-
coming work complete. We understand
the book will be a handsome octave vol-
ume of about three hundred pages, hound
in dark cloth, and sold for five dollars
per copy.—As the publishers are Adver-
tising Agents, their issning a work con-
taining o much information, usnally jea-
lously guarded by these in that business,
shows that they are confident of their
ability to be of service to advertisers, or
they would not so readily place in their
hands the means of enabling every one
to communicate direet with publishers, if
they so desire.

Tnr AMericay ProTecTION POLICY.
—Ilorace Greeley purposes to write, du-
ring the year 1869, an clementary work
on Political Economy. wherein the policy
of protection to home industry will be
explained and vindieated. ‘This work
will first be given to the public through

successive issues of the NVew York Tri- |

bune, and will appear in all its cditions—
Daily, S10; Semi-weekly, §4; Weekly,
$2 per annum.

FLYING STRAWS.

The season has so far been compara-
tively mild, with enough snow for sleigh-
ing in the interior of the Province.—
The White Striped Borer is abundaut at
Iingston, Ontario, and very destructive
to apple trees.—A Mill Pond on the

Sackville River, which was run dry the
vther dag, was found to have become
completely filled up with saw dust.  ITow
can we expect salmon in Bedford Basin
or trout in the river ?—The Zoronto Globe
is to have an Agricultural Departinent.—
Up to 19th December there was not more
than threeinches of frost inthe ground, and
only a few inches of snow.—The * Early
Rose” potato is said to be the belle of
the scuson, producing in the States 300
or 400 bushels to the acre with very little
manure.—The average yield of wheat
over Englund is 27 bushels per acre; the
average consumption 160 miltions of
bushels.—The second volume of the
“Jersey Herd Book” has just been pub-
lished by John Brooks, Princeton, Mass.
—The Early Rose potato is selling at $1
per pound weight, or 85 per peck.—Mn.
Samuel Thorne, the celebrated breeder
of New York State, has sold his entire
flock of Southdown Sheep to Mr. Adin
Thayer, Jr., Hoosick Falls, N. Y.—The
Yarmouth County Society has at length
discovered the proper season for a young
man to sow his wild oats: see Report.—
The Chief Inspector of Sheep of the
Colony of Victoria reports favourably of
the eflicacy of carbolic acid in the cure of
“foot root:” the sheep are made to walk
through o shallow tivugh containing «
greasy mixture, with which the acid has
been incorporated.—Merino Sheep are
going out, in the States, and the Potato
fever is coming in.—To cure a kicking
horse, tie up some prickly bushes a short

way behind him in the stable, so that
his feet will be pricked cvery time he
kicks.—The Royal Horticultural Society
offers prizes for useful and noxious fungi.
—.A great Poultry Show, the finest in
Amwerica,” was held at Philadelphia du-
ring Christmas week.—"The * Clinton ”?
is said to be the hardiest of Grape Viues,
standing the coldest weather, in the most
exposed situations, without any covering.
—The Cherry crop was almost a failure in
the Atlantic States.—DProfessor Gamgee
proposes to cure beef by means of sul-
phurous acid gas.—Salisty should be kept
in the ground all winter, like parsnips.—
At the close of the scason the Geraniums
and other bedding plants of the Loudon
parks and public gardens were distributed
freely among the working classes.—Iop-
growing has leen overdone out West,
and hops are a brewers’ drug in the mar-
ket.—Iawking is being revived in Seot-
land.—California is likely to become the
greatest raisin-producing country in the
world ; Malaga grapes are grown for this

purpose.~—C. I Brown, Esq., Yarmouth
i> acting as agent for the American Agri.
eultnrist, and Agricultural Societies may
obtain their copies through him.—In re.
ference to the defeat of Canadian apples
at the recent Ilalifax ISxhibition, the
wditor of the Cunada Farmer secks con
solation unlder the reflection: « We do
not know how fur our Canadian apples
were duly represented.”

Communications for the Iiditor, Ex.
changes, &e., may be addressed to Profes-
sor Lawsoy, Dalhousie College, Halifax,
N. 8.

ADVERTISEMENTS !
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'THE ARAB STALLION
‘BALDACCHINO.?

THIS truly beautiful Gray Horse is a splendid
specimen ot his famous breed. Heas of the largest
size, and of a gentle and playful disposition.  He
is remarkable for courage, speed, bottom and hardi-
hood. Su valuable an animal was never before mn
Nova Scotia, and the owners of Mares have now an
vpportunity to get Colts equal to the best n the
world.

He is the property of LEwis . Fairnasks, who
will not allow this horse more than twenty Mares.
His services can be had at Woodburne, Dartmouth.

June 1868. Joux Savtor, Groom.

—— e e e e ae s

ALFRED SAUNDERS,
(Late Secretary Royal Jersev Agricultural and Horticul-
tural Society.  Formerly of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, London),

SEEDSMAI,
168 Argyle St., opposite J. Northup & Sons,
HALIFAX, N. S,

CALLS particalar attention to his newly imported
stock of Alsyke and other Clovers, Grass Seeds,
Mangles, Sweede and other Turnips, Peas, Beans,
Vegetable and Flower Seeds, comprising all the
most exteemed vitricties in cultivation, which he is
prepared to scll at the lowest remuncrative prices.

Agricultural Socicties liberally dealt with, and
all vrders promptly excouted. Descriptive Cata-
logues on application.

AGRICULTURAL BONE MILL.

THIS MILL is now in _full operation, and large
quantitics of Bones are offered tor sale.

The Mill is under supervision of the Board of
Agriculture ot Novi Scotia, and all Baones sold at
the esteblishment are genwne.

PRICES.
Half inch Bone...... ....824.00 per ton.
Finely-ground Boue.. .... 30.00

Delivered free of charge, on beard the Cars at
Ruichisond Depat.

Purchasers will save trouble by sending their
own hags, which, together with orders, may be left
at Stantord’s Leather Store, 26 Water Strect.

JAMES STANFORD.
Halifur; N.S., June, 1868.
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