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KNOCKING DOWN THE RASKET.

A little girl seven or-eight years old was goiug up
-one of the steepeststreets in N——, carrying u basket
full of bits of wood and shavings on her head. The
wind blew hard, and a great deal-of sleet !m.d fullen
‘the day before, {reezing as it 1}, and making the
pavements very slippery. As the litde girl stepped
slowly and cerefally, to keep her busket well balanced,
a large boy, dressed in warm and comfortable clothes,
~vent behind her, and, slyly pushing her basket, sent
it tumbing to the ground, scattering the wood in
-every direction. The shavings went flying deavn the
$ill. and the basket rolled over aud over after them.
The boy wko had done afi this mischief berst into a

d laugh.
do%l‘he Ii%tle girl turned upon lim e sorrowful and
weproachful look, and said * No, no,” and then ran
for her basket. She slipped and fell. Poor thing!
ber troubles were more than she could well bear, and
:she began to cry aloud.

The boy still steod and langhed. Just then agen-
4leman, who had seen the whole. came up, and, lay-
ing his hand on the boy’s shoulder, said,— .

1 See what you have done! Was it a smart thing
“or 8 great boy to upsot a little girl's basket on &
cold, windy, slippery duy? What skill or cunning
=yas there in‘the trick 7 Anybody could have done
st that had & heart bad enough. What fun was there
init? I cannot see any. Did you feel happy when
you didit? Ikaow very well you did not ; although
yon laughed, you didn't feel well in your heart.”

The boy said nothing, but held down bhis head and
Jooked ashawed. .

« Yeu are sorry for what you have dene,” contin-
ned the gentleman ; I see that you are.  Now, do all
ryou can to meke up forit. Pick up the wood end
23 many of the shavings as you can, and put tkemin
1hie busket for the little girl. Her fingers arealready
stiffened with the cold.” .

The boy 4id so, and then, turning to the gentle-
man, said, # Shall I put the basket on her head, sir?”

«XNo,” was the answer; * you are stout and strong,
and had better carry it bome for ke, You ought to
help her all you can after what you have done.”

« Where do you live?” said the gentleman to the
dittle gigl. ) .

« Plemot Street,” sho answered in broken English.

« Plymouth Street; that is not far from here.
What is your name 7"

#%,cna Schneider.”

«You are & little German girl, are you not?” he

ked.
ssShe nodded her head, smiling as she did so; for,
though he was 2 stranger, her heart was warmed by
his sympsthy and kindoess. Pleasant tones and

kind acts made acquaintance and friendship, and
love wvery quickly. 0O, how much happiness they
make both for these who give and those who receive
them? '

The gentleman walked beside the litile Lena on
her way to her home, while the boy followed with
ler baskot. Ske turned into & narrow street of old
woodeun houses, and stopped at the cellar of one of
them.

¢ Tank ye; good bye,” she said, as she reached for
her basket.

“ Do you live here ?” asked the geantleman. She
again nodded her head and smiled. '

«“We'll go in and sce your mother,” said he.

Lens went down the old stairs, and, opening a
door, {ed them into a low, dimly-lighted cellar, where
sat & woman making baskets. On a blanket by her
feet iay a miserable, hzlf-starved infant, whose face
{ooked old and withered. Two other children were
sitting on the floor, playing with some small pieces
of basket stuff. The mother and Lena spoke to-
gether in German, and the mother. rose to ofier what
seats she had to the visitors, while Lena put some of
the wooed she had been gathering on the dying fire.

The gentleman ssked some questions about the
family ; but the mother could not understand a word
of English. Te learned from Lena that the husband
and father had died on the passage from Germany ;
that their money was all gone; and they bad no
friends in this part of the country to help them. He
gave them some money, and then took his leave with
the boy.

When they had reached tbe street ho asked the
boy his name.

« William Leonard,” he answered,

% Now, William,” said the gentleman, as he wrote
a fesv words on a scrap of paper, “I am sure you
would be glad to do a little to help that poor woman
and her children.

“Yes, sir,” said Williaw, his face brightening as
he spoke.

“ Then take t1)is note to my house, No. 54 W——
Street, get as large & basket of hard wood as you can
carry, and give 1t to the poor Germans. Those icy
bits of old boards that they have, won't do much
towards warming them in their open fire-place ; they
will need something more before I can get them a
load of coal fram the city, and a stove. Now, good
morning; will you not come and sec me in & few
days ¥’

#] should like to,” said William.

“And perhaps you may then be sble to tell me
that there is more pleasure in helping people and
doing them good than in playing unkind tricks upon
thom.”

“1 thinkthexe is now,” was the answer. William
got a very large load of hard wood at the house he
was directed to ; but it did not seem very heavy to
him, his heart beat go lightly and happily, Whenhe
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carried it to the cellar he found the motherand chil-
dren gathered around a rude table, on which there
was o single dich of stewed vegetables, which they
svere sharing together. William was sarprised at
such humble tare. It did not seem to hiin sufficient;
and he asked Lena why they had no bread nor meat,
and if they did not like them.

“ Yes; goot, g ot,’” she answered ; “no money.”

William told her that the gentleman had given her
money ; but she made him understand that it must
be saved for their rent. Ile at once thought of n
few cents which he had in bis pocket, hurried to the
nearest grocery and bought a loafof bread. He Iaid
it on the table before the poor fumily, without saying
2 word, and departed. O, how much happier he
was than when he stood that very morning laughing
at little Lena ag she lay crying on the ice, her wood
scattered, and her shavings and basket flying away
before her! As he closed the cellar door he heurd
Lena’s loud “ Tank ye,” and the Jaughter of the other
children, mingled with the mother's German blessing,

He heard something else, too—a gentle voice in
bis own breast, approving his conduct. It was the
echio of a voice from heaven, which speaks forgive-
ness to every cluld that repents of wrong doing, for-
sakes it and begns to do right trusting in Christ for
mercy.

THE UPPER ROOM.

Dr. Beecher oncesaid ‘* that be would as soon huild
a bouse without a kKitchen, as a church without a
room for social prayer. It isessential for the snccess
of the preacher and fruitfulness of the church to un-
derstand the connedtion between the pulpit and the
prayer-meeting. Should you pass through one of
our useful and well-regulated factories, you would
find the wheels, saws and planing machines fiying on
every side, and the work turned off with finish and
desprch.  1et the source of this activity is confined
to another room, right back of the first. There isthe
fire, the engine, the driving power. The prayer-room
is the place tv generate the power of the pulpit.  Of what
avail is tue most poiished machinery if power is
wanting vn the nheel? What made that Subbathso
solemn—the Sabbath School so impressive? Lower
came from the prayer mecling. .

We have the model prayer-meeting ia that forerun-! _

ner of the d.y of Pentecost. When the disciples re
turned from bebolding the ascension of their Lord,
it is recorded that ‘*‘they went up into an upper
room, where abode both Peter and James and Jubn
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alpheus and Simon Ze-
lotes, and Judas the brother of James. These con-
tinued with one accord in prayec and supplication,
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brethren. Here was the secret of the Pente-
costal blessing.

But notice 15 especially invited to the place of this
prayer-meeting.  When our Lord sent for bis disci-
ples to make ready for his last affecting interview,
they were directed to a man who “ should show them
o large, upper room furnished.” When the disciples
returned from Olivet, to wait for the promise of the
Father, “they went into an upper room, where they
continued in prayer and supplication.” Doubtless,
the room was the same at both gatherings.

Now, does not ar smportant truth bere glean. sut?
FVas not the place congenial to the service performed,
and the blessing sought? The room was an “upper
room.” ‘A large upper room furnished” Had the
place been a cold and cheerless cellar—had it been
awong the tombs, whero the cold sweat oozed out and

stood in drops upon'the wall, where no beam of the
sun ever penctrated--would joy and hope have thua
thrilled their suuls? Would a gloomy basement un-
der some synagogue have been as significant of the
light of trath and the fervor of love, and the glory of
the Divine presence as was that *“ apper room?”

Christ, the true Gospel architect, has preserved to
us both this model prayer-meeting, and the stracture
best fitted for that service. It should be a “large™
room, for he would see all his friends there. It
should be an “upper ” room, above yround. We go
up, not down to pray. Men dig into the earth to sia.
Deeds of darkness are done under ground. But the
voice of the gospel is, “Come, let n3 go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Ja-
cob.” Prayer rejoices in the light. Preaise rises to~
ward the bun. The prayer-room shonld be attuned
to song, attractive to children, furnished to make ug
joyful in the house of prayer.

But Satan is also an architect. His plans for
church edifices are often exceedingly gorgeous and
extravagant, and that without any hely horror atthe
expense. But he hates the prayer room. He places
that in the basement, where a low ceiling, dim light,
and sepulchral air depress and send chillsand hypo-
chondria to every nerve. He looks aupon a “large
upper room.” neatly and pleasantly farnished for the
social worship of God's people, with saintly remon-
strance, “For what,” he says, ©is this wagte ?—How
expensive the land. It might bave been sold for
much and given to the poor.” Does he bhave the
same dread of expense in building dancing saloous
and modern parlors? Would he put them in the
basement? But is the place of prayer the recep-
tion room of the Son of God, and is the land he has
created too expensive for sucl a purpese ? Let Satan
plan the prayer room and he gains bis point. The
faithful that uill go to the prayer room, lose their
health.  The minister leaves with the bronchitis, and
the doctor and the sexton receive the fees that ary
denied the builder. Then the pions worldling ever
finds a grateful excuse for bis neglect of the places of
prayer, and thus the fire and the power of the pulpit
are quenched. Let us then throw in the fuce of this
old deceiver the prophecy of Haggai, and forever dis-
mis3 him from participation in this kind of business.
—Genesee Evangelist.

DOES THE ROMISH CHURCH DISCOURAGE TBE
READING OF THE BIBLE?

In 1553, a number of bishops convened at Bologna
to give advice to Juling IIL; us to the best means of
sustaining the Romish Church againat tha Reformers.
The following is their counsel touching the Serip-
tures:

« Finally, it is necessary that you carefully watch
and labor, by all the means in your power, that as
small a portion as possible of the Gospel (above alt
in thé vulgar tongue) be read in the countries sub-
ject to your rule, and which recognize your power.—
Let tbe little that is read in the church suflice ; and
let no one be peimitted to read more. So long, ia-
deed, as men were content with that slender portion
of Scripture, your aflairs prospered and your maxims
prevailed ; bat from the moment people usarped the
right of reading more, your authority, temporal and
spiritual, bas been declining: 1t is- this bool, after
all, that more than any other has raised against us
these trubles and these tempests which have brought
us to the brink of ruin. Aund truly, it must be ack-
nowledged, that if any one examine it with atten-
tion, and then compare in detail what it contains

with what is practiced in our churches, he will find
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very great differences, and will perceive, not only
that our doctrine is altogether different from what
the Scripture teaches, but more than this, that it is
often entirely opposite. Now, from the moment the
people, excited by some one of our learned adversa-
ries, shall have come to the knowledge of this, the
clamors against us will not cease, till all is divulged
in public, and we are rendered objects of universal
hatred. These writings, therefore, must be with-
drawn from the eyes of the peaple, but with prudence
and circumspection, lest the measure excite against
us risings and storms still more dangerous than the
former.”

This prudent counsel is dated at Bologna, October
20, 1533, and is signed by several bishops. 1 take it
from a Freach tract, which says it is found in a col-
lection belonging to the King's Library, ot Paris, in
folio B., No. 1038. There is no reason to question
its genuineness ; for what inducement can there be
to forge such & document, when it does not accord
with the constant practice and contession of Papists?

The Council of Trent, two years after this, estab-
lished a namber of rules respecting prohibited books,
among which is the following : * Whereas experience
has demonstrated, that if it be permitted, everywhere
and without distinction to read the Holy Bible in the
vulgar tongue, there results more evil than good, by
reason of the temerity of men; it shall be left to the
judgment of the bishop, or the inquisitor, to grant,
with the advice of the ecclesiastic of the parish, ot
with that of the confessor, peraission to read Bibles,
translated into vulgar tongues by Catholic authors,
to such as they shall deem capable of reading themn
without receiving any bad impression from such read-
ing, but, on the contrary, increase of fuith and piety;
which permission they shall give in writing. But
whosoever shall dare to bave or to read those Bibles,
without such permission, s! a1l be debarred absolution
of his sins till he shall have given up the said Bibles
to the ordinary.” Then follows a probibition of their
sale by boeksellers to the persons not furnished with
the aforesnid permit, with the penalties incurred by
them. The article closes with a distinct probibition
to the inmates of convents. This ruie, with other
sbominations of the Council of Trent, is still prac-
tically and rigidly in force.—Ilome Missionary.

ADVICE TO MINISTERS IN REVIVALS.

Tn your personal dealing with minds recently af-
fected by tne truth and secking God, I counsel

1. That you aim a decp auvd broad foundation,in a
thorough conviction of sin and ruin and condemha-
tion. “To whom much is forgiven, the same loveth
much.” He who feels that he is very sinful will feel
that Christ is very precious. We sce the Saviour
through our necessities. We can know him ouly as
we know our need of bim. Defective conviction is
defective conversion. It is the office of the Spirit to
convinco of sin, and thus to lead souls to Christ.—
Seek, therefore, to bring the mind into such s state
of self-abasement and self-renunciation, under a sense
of utter sinfulness and condemnation, that the way of
the Lord may*be prepared, the mountaing of self
made low, and the presciousness of Christ, as a re-
fuge and only bope, exalted.

2. Aim at drawing away the wind from seeking
comfort and hope in ity own experiencesand feelings,
and at centering it in Christ. Seek such a frame as
will desire, not so much to get hope and consolation,
a3 to be & Christian, and to be a Christian simply as
that consists incoming to Christ, and being his, and
striving to be his more and more, #I, if I be lifted up,

will draw men unto me.” Just as we are to 1y up
Christ before the world, so must he bo exalted in
cach heart. All affections, hopes, desires, motives,
must centre there. ’

3. Display the freeness of Christ, his tender and
boundless love, his perfect salvation, that is the
heavenly struin that draws the stony heart, and in
which is wmanitested the power of God unto salva-
tion. “We preach Christ crucified,” nothing elso
will do. The heart knows that preaching to come
from God, just as the demoniac could not help re-
cognizing Christ. R

4. Be careful to kecp out topics of doctrinal dis-
cussion not intimately involving the work of grace in
the soul. Satan takes advantage of such side issues
to lead the mind from the great question, What must
I do to be saved?

6. Be careful of the proneness of those recently
awakened to lay too much stress on obtaining a
hope. I mean, not thata good hope is very precions,
but that great care must be taken lest the object be
more valued than the evidence, the consolation than
the basis. It is good to be self-distrustful, to sus~
pect one’s feclings, to be afraid of self-delusion; to
teel how deceitful the heart is; how uatural symya-
thies and emotions, under certain excitements, way
easily scem like religious affections. Urge self-ex-
amination, walking carefully.

6. Lay great stress on private exercises of mind,

in quictuess, in reading, in prayer, in seeking solitary
commurion with God.
Mistakes are often made in having too many meet-
ings. When meetings are so many that they en-
courage and produce 2 dependence on them, as if
their socinl excitement were necessary, and religion
can get its food no where else, and so private exer-
cises are made subordinate, and seem duli in com-
parison, and the mind expects nothing untilit can be
brought under the influeace of company, then meet-
ings have got into their wrong place.

7. Be careful to institute no means which, in case
the work should go on as a permanent work, could
not be continued. When means have to be given up
because they are too many and too exacting to last,
the feeling is that the work is declining, and then it
does decline, and reaction takes place, and coldness
cosues. The less excitement, and the less extraor-
dinary means, and the more faithful, spiritual, be-
lieving usc of the great permanent means, viz.: the
simple use of the Word of God and prayer, the less
danger of reaction, because the more reality of life.

8. Exalt the office of the Holy Ghost. Great isthe
truth involved in the text, “ By grace you are saved.”
Grace to make alive, grace to continue life, grace to
consummate life, grace tv send a Saviour and & sanc.
ufier, grace to enable us to receive them, and what
else? all of grace!! beginning and ending, every step
of the way; and in the administration of that grace,
the Spirit of God!! We mnst exalt kis work in us,
for Christ, just as much as we must exalt Christ's
work for us, with God. Tbe spirit will enrich the
soul that makes much of Him ag the author and sus-
ainer of all gpiritual life. He testifies of Christ to
the soul. He takes of the precious things of Christ
and shows them to the soul that cries, “Coume, Holy
Ghost, Creator, come.”

9. Avoid urging or encouraging a profession of re-
ligion before time hes been had for self-knowledge.

10. Consider that the duty of watching over, ad-
monisbiog, exhorting these who hope they have been
converted, that they mey grow in grace, that they

full not back, that they may walk cirgumspectly and,
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honor God in their example, is as important and as
much necded as that of secking the conversion of
the ungodly. )

11. Avoid whatever may tempt those newly con-
verted, as may be hoped, to a want of humility, to
seeking of notoriety, The shude is the phace for
tender growths, just translated. The roots must
make good growth before they can bear the hot sun.
The best growth at that age is unseen, in the ground
of the heart, What a Ieng shoot the seed of good
grain strikes downward in the soil, before it puts ont
any leaf.

12. Inculcate the love of the Scriptares.

13. Scek that the work may reach with greal pov-
er among all former communicarnts, to lend them to
gearch their foundations, to begin anew to live to
God.—dleflvatne.

GOD'S LONG-SUFFERING.

Were there Lut eiglit, only eight saved? There
were thonsands, millions sought. Noris it justice to
God to forget how long a period of paticnce, and
preaching, and warning, and compassion, preceded
that dreadful deluge. Long before the lightning
flashed from angry heavens; long before thunders
rolled along dissolving skies; long bufore the clouds
rained down death ; long before the floor and solid
pavemernt of this earth, under the prodigious agencies
at work, broke up, like the deck of a leaking ship,

' and the waters rusbed from below, to meet the waters
from above, and sink a guilty world; long before
the time when the ark flonted away by tower and
town, and thoss crowded hill-tops, where frantic
groups had clustered, and amid prayers and curses,
and shrielks and shouts, hung out their signals of dis-
distress—very long before this, God had been calling
an impenitent world to repentance. Ilud they no
waroping in Noah’s preaching? Was there nothing
to alurm them in the very sight of the ark, as story
rose upon ctory ; and nothing in the sonnd of those
ceascless hammers to waken all but the dead? Itwas
not till mercy’s arm grew weary ringing the warning
bell, that to.use the words of my text, God * poured out
bis tury” on them. I appeal to the story of thisaw-
ful judgment. True, for forty days it rained inces-
santly, and for one hundred and fifty days more * the
waters prevailed-on the earth;” but while the period
of God's justice is reckoned by days, the period of his
long-sufiering was.drawn out into years; and there
was & truce of one hundred and twenty years between
the first stroke of the bell and the first crash of the
thunder, Noah grew gray preaching repentance.—
The ark stood useless for years, a huge laughing-
stock for the scoffer’s wit ; it stood till it was cover-
ed with the marks of age, aad its builders with the
contempt of the world; and many a sneer bad those
men to bear, as pointing to the screne heavens above
and an empty ark below, the question was put,
% Where is the promise of his coming ?”  Most patient
God! Then, as now, thou wert slow to punish—
“ waiting to be gracious.”—Guthrie.

PATERNAL DUTY.

The father who plunges into business so deeply
that be has no leisare for domestic duties and plea-
sures, and whose only intercourse with lis children
consists in a brief word of authority, or a surly la-
mentation over their intolerabiz expensivoness, is
equally to be pitied and to be blamed. What right
has he to devote to other pursuits the time which
Goa has alloted to his children? Noris it anexcuse

to say he cannot support his family in their present
style of living without this cflort. I ask, by wha
right ean bis famuly demand to live in & manner
which requires him to neglect his most solemn and
important daties? Nor i3 it an excuse to say that
he wishes to leave them a competence. Is he under
obligations to lenve them that competence which ke
desires? Is it an advantage to be relieved from the
necessity of labor? Besides, is money the only desis
rable bequest which a father ean leave to his chiil-
dren?  Surely well cultivatéd intelects, hearts seh-
sible to domestic affection ; the love of parents, and
brethren, and sisters; a taste for home pleasuresy
habits ‘of order, regulurity and industry ; hatred of
vice and vicions men; and lively sensibility to the
excellence of virtue—~are as valuable a legacy as an
inheritance of property—simple property purchased
by the loss of every babit which would render thag
property a bYessing— Wuyland's Moral Science.

NUTSHELL RELIGION.

Or n kind of religion that eonfines itself cSiefly tor
its own narrow circle, and Yooks not abroad upon the
wrongs, the woes, the destitutions of a perishing
world. Some wministers, churches and individuals,
live and breathe in a nutshel—preach, pray, talk,
and exhort in a nutshell. Like the spider that winds
and weates itself up in its owan web:

Such people want to be happy = they labor and
toil and pray to build up their own interest orparty;
and maivel they make so little progress. * Where-
fore have we fusted, say they, and thon seest not?”’
Will God stoop, or bow the ear of merey to exalt
selfl Sooner would he vacate his throne.

God is love, a God of benevolence; the Bible is
for all—everybody. Christ died for all, ascended for
all, intercedes for all. Why were the primitive
Christians so happy, so joyful, so successiul? Why
did Paul make such rapid strides in holiness, in the
divine life, mount up with wings as eagles? MHe
opened his mouth and heart wide—spread out bis
arms of Jove—sacrificed bis life, bis all, not for a
sect or party, but for God and his cause. He flew on
the wings of love, preached the gospel to every crea-
ture—embraced the wole world in the arms of his
benevolence.

Why are many of our churches in a cold, formal stu-
pid, backslidden state—why are their heavens brass,
and the earth under their feet iron, wby does God
withhold the latter rain, the early dew, why turn a
deaf ear to our fastings and our prayers?

ALFRED THE GREAT.

Alfred! the mighty warrier, who quelled and drove
afar from him the terrible enemy that bad baiiled the
prowess of all his predecessors—the father of his
people, who listened to all complaints, and redressed
all wrongs—the philosopher, who raised up a bar-
barous age towards the height of his own mind, and
founded the civilization of England—the Legislator,
whose laws, after a thousand years, make purt of the
liverties of his country! Our immagination cannot
drcam of a greater man than this, or bf one happier
in his greatness.—~Yet, we do mnot, I opine, think of
Alfred as strongly possessed by a love of fame. Wo
think of him as conscious of his own high theughts,
and living in the elevation of his nature. But he
ssems to us too profoundiy affected by his great de-
signs, to care for the applauses of the race for whose
benefit his mighty mind was. constant weditation.
He seems to us rather absorbed in the philosophic
dream of the wide change which his wisdom was @
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produce on the character of his country; and all that
lie did for man, to have desired the reflection, not of
his own glory, but of their happiness. The thought-
ful morai spirit of Altred did not make him sensible
to the sympathies of men; but it was self-satisfied,
and therefore sought them not; and accordingly, in
our conception of his character, the love of glory
niakes no part, but would, I think, be felt at once to
be inconsistent with its simple and sedate grandeur,
—Tickler in the Noctes Ambrosianc.

UNWRITTEN POETRY.

Far down in the depths of the human heart, there
is a fountain of pure and ballowed feeling, from
which, at times, swell up a tide of emotions which
words are powerless to express—which the soul alone
can approcinte. Full many hearts overflowing with
sublime thoughts and holy imaginings, need but the
tpen of fire” to hold enraptured thousands in its
spell. The “thoughts that breathe” are there, but
not the ¢ words that burn.” Nature’s own inspiration
fills the heart with emotions too deep for utterance,
and, with the poetry of the heart, lies forever con-
cealed in its own mysterious shrine.

Unwritten poetry! It is stamped upon the broad
biue sky, it twinklesin every star. It mingles inthe
gcean’s surge, and glitters in the dew-drop that gems
the lily's bell. It glows in the gorgeous colours of
the West at the decline of day, and rests in the
blackened crest of the gathering storm-cloud. It is
on the mouatain’s height, and in the cataract’s roar
—in the towering oak, and in the tiny flower. Where
we can see the hand of God, there beauty finds her
dwelling-place.

DEATH-BED TESTIMONIES.

We must turn elsewhere than to the books of the
New Testament for death-bed scenes.  One beautiful
record of the first deacon of the church, who prayed
for hiz countrymen, “ Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge,” is all that we have of martyrology in the
Bible. Its warriors fight the good fight. We know
that in some battle or other they finish their course.
Where, or how, or under what circumstances of hu-
miliation or triumph, we are not told. If it pleased
God that their lamps should shine out brightly at
the lust, that was well, for he was glorified in their
streogth. = If it pleased him that the light should
sink and go out in its sgcket, that was well too, for
he was glorified in their weakness. Not by momen-
tary flashes does God bid us judge of our fellow-
crentures ; for he who reads the heart, and sees the
meaning and purpose of it, judges not of them by
these. And never be it forgotten, that at the death
which has redecmed all other deaths, and made them
blessed, there was darkness over all the land until
the ninth hour, and that a cry came out of the dark-
ness, “My God! my God! why hast tihou forsaken
me P"—F. D. Maurice.

SALVATION NOT BY WORKS.

Time is precious, and you waste it in attempting
to work out & righteousness of your own. In youl
seo a negro, black- and tawny, seated by & ruunning
stream, a laughing-stock to sowe, an abject of pity
to others, who labours and toils to wash himself
white, and remove the dark pigment of his skin.
Rise up, throw sosp and nitre into the stream, and,
turning your back on these, go seek the blood that
cleanseth from all sin. Are you engaged in the at-
tempt to work out & rightcousness of your own?

Leave that loom. Are the gossamer threads of your
own vowsg and promises ever snapping in your hand,
and breaking at every throw of the shuttle? The
robe of righteousness, a raiment meet for thy soul,
and approved of by God, was never woven there.
It was wrqught upon the cross ;'and of colour more
enduring than Tyrian purple—it is dyed red in the
blood of Calvary.—Guthric's Gospel in Ezekiel.

CHRISTIANITY, A PANACEA.

Take up the cycle of history that preceded the ad-
vent of Christianity, and compare it with the present
period; and is there not an entirely different expres-
sion on the face of things, so far as conceptions of
humanity and influence of philanthropy are concern-
ed? Contrast “ a Roman holiday,” its butehery and

its blood, with & modern anniversary that clasps the

round world in its jubilee, aed see if humanity hag
not been helped by religion. Ur look back upon
Grecian art and refinement, and tell me what oration
or poem, or puntheon of marble beauty, is balf as
giorious as the plain brick free-shool; the asylum of
industry; the home for the penitent, the disabled and
the poor ? Ah! my friends, these are such familiar
things that v may not think them the great things
they really are; and in gazing upon the cojossal evils
that tower up before us, they may secm slight achieve-
ments. But they are great: and when I see the poor
druitkard return to a renovated home—the demoniac
sitting clothed and in his right -mind once more;
when I see the dumb write, and hear the blind read,
and little rescued children sing their thankful hymas;
I think humanity bas been helped a great deal since
that Divine Teacher walked the earth, and took the
lambs to his bosom, and made the foul leper clean,.

and partook with publicans and siunners, and bade-

the guilty go und sin no more. I think that currents
of love and self-sacrifice; from that heart that was
pierced for us upon the cross, have found their way
through the channels of ages, through all the impedi-
ments of worldliness and selfishness, and inspired
and blessed men far more than they know.—I{umen-
ity in the City.

A GUILTY CONSCIENCE.

One of the most memorable passages ever uitered
by Mr. Webster, was in vindication of the authority
of conscience and of Providence, on & trial for o
dark and wmysterious murder. He sajd:—*The
guilty svul cannot keep its own secret. 1t is false to
itself, or rather it feels an irresistible impulse to be
true to itself. 1% labors under its guilty possession,
and knows not what to do with it. The human heart
was not made for the residence of such an inbabit-
apt. It finds itself preyed upon by & torment which
1t does not acknowledge to Ged ur man. A vuliure
is devouring it, and it can ask no sympathy or assist-
ance, either from heaven o1 earth. The secret which
the murderer pcssesses, soon comes {0 possess bip;
and, like the evil spirit of which we read, it over-
comes him, and leads him <whithersoever it will. He
feels it beating at his heart, rising to bis throat, and
demanding disclosure. He thinks the whole world
sees it in his face, reads it in his eyes, and almost
hears its workings in the very silence of his thoughts.
It has become his master. 1t betrays his discretion,
it breaks down hLis courage, it conquers his prudence.
When suspicions from without begin to embarrass
him, and the net of circumstance= to entangle him,
the fatal secret struggles with st. greater violence
to burst fortk It must be confesced ; it will be con~
fessed ; there i3 no refage from canfession, bu’ sui-

cide; and suiciae is confession?

’



66

THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

Pirtos and Dodngs of Invibidmls,

For the Gospel Tridune,
CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST.
} RY J. D, WALLACE.
# They know not what they do.'—Loxe. xxur. 34.
They hang the Incarnate Son of God
Upon the cruel tree;
Aud thus imbrue their guilty hands
In the blood of Sov'reiguty :
Into Lis side they tbrust the spear,
lis agonies they view;
And yet, O wonder! canit be
They know not what they do?

Prophets had long before foretold
The Son of God should come,
And clothed in humanity,
With light the world ilume;
That he should die for crimes of men,
And not for sins he kncw—
Behold they slay him now, and yet
‘I hey know not what they do!
The prophecies of vld are now,
And not tifl now futfilled;
A firm foundation stone is laid,
Man may salvation build : N
hey think not that their cruel deed
Proclaim the prophet's true 5
They slay him from their outward hate,
And know not what they do,

The Father now is reconciled,
Man's crimes he may forgive;
Justice itself is satisfied,
Aud cries,—** Thou mayest live :”
Aungels look on, and cek to pierce
‘Y'he giant mystery thrcugh;
W hile human fienls exulting mock —
They know not what they do.

They think they honour now the God,
‘Whose very Son they kill 5

Tha they are guittless, since his tongue
In death’s embrace is still:

They 1hink not that ihey stain their sotls
With critne of hlackest hue;

For which a reckoning day will come—
They know not what they do.

Sinners, who trample under foot
The mercies of your God 5

‘Who spurn the offers of the Lamb,
‘Who shed for you his blood 3

“Your souls are al:0 stain’d with sin,
Christ's blood is on you too ;

W hy will ye not for mercy cry ?
‘You know not what you do.

Jona, Elgin Co., C. W.

*

For the Gospel Tribune.
THE SAVIOUR'S LOVE. ,

Wes! fallen man? there's much beyond the grave
Beeides forgetfulness from Lethe’s wave 3

There horror dire awaits the guilty soul,

&ad pangs that cease not long as ages roll.
There is a hell, the scowling datk domain

Of hun who 7d with the Godhead's reign;
‘Where sin consign’d by the imperial doom,
@Gasps but 10 breathe more siifling fume;

And whese excruciating writhings show,

Mid howlings ficrce and hidcous moanings low 3

How dreadful is the 1ot of those who bear ©
The final hrand, the signal of dexpair;
Butfor the man of God thre’s nought to foar
Tiom dark futur'ty, or Satun near;
Mo need has he to fear the tott'ring bridge,
Though rock’d and groaning by the St g'an'surge ;
Though all around the breuking timbers give
Anawful end to those who will not live ;
With safety he may wend the fragite way,
Al is sccure, his Saviour is the stav ;
M:d angels he shall soar beyond the sky,
To that brizht land where seraphs dweil on high ;
Where cherubims and thrones attend their King,
The summon d speed to execute on wing ;
The high deciee of heaven's Ahinighty Lord,
To save, 10 comfort, or todraw the sword ;
There no despair doth blastthe youthful days,
Nor sorrow bend to earth the ng'd and gray ;
No feaver'd brain throbs for the dawang ray,
No dvomed captive dreads the closing day 5
No peaury nor funine gnaws the heart,
Nosceptic shudders lest the soul depant,
But all's screne where flows the living stream,
The Christiun’s heaven is no Elysian dream 3
“hat hisinheritance might be above,
For him the Saviour died, so gicat his love.,

A. D.

The readers of the Zribune were apprised by the
last issue of the death of the Rev. Charles Simmons.
A sacred pleasure is awakened in the contemplation
of his death by the fact, that his last effort to benefit
the world by his pen, was dedicated to the promotion
of the Zribune’s mission; adding yet another testi-
mony to the oft-confirmed truth, that Christians at-
tach increasing importance to the unrestricted com-
munion of saints, as they draw near to heaven, their
family home. Respecting the article alluded to, Mrs.
Simmons writes :—

Nortr WrENTHAN, July 10th, 1850,

Mr. Dick,—Dear Sir, the accompanying communi-
cation was written by my departed husband, inclosed
in an envelope and addressed to you. I saw it while
he was living, but supposing it to be a letter, and
having no time to spare, I did not open it; and as
he said nothing respecting it, it remained in its place
Lill after bis decease. As it was designed for the
Tribune, 1 send you a copy, retaining the original.
You will forgive me for prizing the writing so highly,
as I believe this to be the last article he ever wrote
for pullication. 1t is herewith pluced at your dis-
posal.

Mrs. CuanLes SiMoNs.

Deeply interesting, then, as the article is in itself
its value is greatly enhanced by the circumstauces,
under which it wes written. It is as follows :—
For the Gospel Tribune.
“THE FELLOWSHIP OF SAINTS.”

This progressive and peculiar affection does not
consist in the courtesy and politeness due from man
to man, throughout th. “rotherhood and sisterhood
of the race, “made of o.3 blood,” in the “image of
God.” It does not consist in the righteousness of
natural religion, which demands of us to “do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with God.” Itis not

the God-like virtue of bearing injuries and abuses,
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and of returning good for evil. It is not the Christ-
like virtue of self-denial and beneficence which
prompts to great sacrifices and efforts in doing good.
It is not that general benevolence and good ¢ will to
man” which takes in the interests of all rationsl and
sensitive natures, whether they have “ a good moral
character, & bad moral character, or no moral char-
acter at all. It ig not even that Christian kindness
“vwhich consists in those friendly affections and ser-
vices which mere justice does not demand, nor any
particular engagement require.”

Christian fellowship is delight and complacency in
those who have received the image of Christ, “by
sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth”—
“an image too radiant for this dark world of deceit
and sin, aund the receipt of which has turned the
world of the ungodly against them. It fixes a most
cordial and growing affection upon this image wher-
ever it appears, and however faint the preseat re-
semblance, knowing that it is destined to be “like
the shining light that shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.” It overlooks the rank, mobility,
ceste, and titles of earth; the wealth, honours,
beauty, and fashions of the world, in search after the
disciples of the despised Nazarine. These are the
true “sons and heirs of God,” and are to be “joint
heirs with Christ” to the heavenly inheritance, when
all these earthly possessions shall have perished in
the final conflagration.

Christian fellowship knows no sects in the “little
flock” who have “renounced the world, the flesh, and
the devil,” for the service of him whom their soul
loveth to adoration. It rejects none of those who
have “left house and brethren, and sisters, and fath-
er and mother, and wife and children, and lands, for
his sake, and the gospel's;” and who inherit the con-
sequent aversion, derision and persecution of a world
Iying in wickedness. These, wherever found, havea
claim to christian complacency, and need it, to bear
them up amid the sore trials and cruel persecutions
of this false, faithless and evil world—a c¢laim which
10 present imperfection or natural degradation can alicn-
ate. These are the diamonds; the “jewels ” of ¢ the
Lord of Lords, and King of, Kiags,’—the “royal dia-
dem” to adorn his crown, when made perfect in beau-
ty—the ultimate * kings and priests nnto God;” and
fixed upon as * the BRIDE the LAMB'S WIFE” in

heavenly places. Overlooking the momentary imper-
fections of those divinely called, like him who “ hath
not beheld iniquity in Jacob,”—[Num. xxiii. 21],*
and ficing our eye upon the ultimate beauty and
glory, pertection and honor of the suints of God, kere
are ohjects as worthy of our christian complacency,
delight and admiration, as the demand upon our be-
nevolence is imperative.

How can those, honored by the christiau calling,
fall out by the way, as they step lightly and rapidly
toward that consummation of mutual love and fel-
lowship, which will completely drown all mere nat-
ural affections? Forbid it, reason, conscience, affec-

€ Sec Emmong' Works, Vol, 7. p. 72

tion, and all other fuculties of the soul. Forbid it,
thou endless BTERNITY, nbout to overshadow us
all.  Forbid it, thou *Head over all things to the
Church,” for all the saints are members of thy body,
of thy blood, and ot thy bones!

Let not the fellowskip of saints be longer cut asun-
der, aud interrupted, to the grief of the * Master and
Lord,” to the dishonor of his name; and the com-
parative defeat of his cause upon earth. C. 8.

McCALLUM'S CHART OF NATURAL HISTORY.

From a base representing the Empire of Nature
shoot out, at the beight of six inches, three branch-
eg Jabelled, Mineral, Vegetable and Animal; teach-
ing that the Empire of nature divides itsclf into
three kingdoms—the one labelled Mineral is carried
to the right about six inches; from its extremity
four arms are made to radiate, respectively 'abelled,
gasses, non-melalic, solid metaloids, metals; inuicating
that the Mineral kingdom is divided into four classes
of substances; from the end of each arm proceed
numerous radii representing the subdivisions in
each class, so that a comprchensive view of the
mineral kingdom is brought under a glance of the
eye. The classes and order of the Vegetable King-
dom are similarly represented on the left. The
connecting branch bearing the Anima} Kingdom,
rises vertically, between the other two, to the
height of fourteen inches, where it terminates and
gives off four arms representing the Sup-KinGboys,
Radiata, Articulata, Mollusca, and Vertebrata. From
the end of each arm, when nécessary, fingers are
made to diverge to represent the classes; from the ex-
tremeties of these fingers lines radiate, each. bearing

Jthe name of an order, and terminating in the centrs

of a small semi-circle, from which lines are carried
outward bearing the names of the families which
compose the order. And thus a broad, comprehen-
sive, and classified view of the works of God onearth,
are thrown upon 1200 square inches of paper. The
price of the chart being only one dollar, gives reason
to fear that it will not be sufficiently remunerativeto
enable its worthy anthor to bring it fully into notice
as its merits deserve.

J. J. E. LINTON AND SLAVERY.

The zeal of this friend of the oppressed, bas an
energy and perseverance about it which is truly
refreshing. So much so, indeed, as to abundantly
atone for all the errors and mistakes into which he
falls, as they are all of them, most obviously the
result of his haste to do battle for freedom. What-
ever stands in his way, he strikes, and whoeverseems
slow or nerveless in attacking the foe, he adinenishes
with the point of his sword. The restiffness of
some under these inflictions is, at times, highly sug-
gestive. The Tribune received a friendly thrust in
the early part of Mr. Linton’s campaign, which was
never complained of, as it afforded a degree of satis-
faction to its conductor to find one man who consid-
ered bim deficient in anti-slavery zeal. This consti-
tuted a somewhat agreeable change to one who, for
more than twenty years had never known himself
berated on this question, save as a fanatical abolition-
ist. It seems, however, that Mr. Linton is no longer
to remain an exception in this respect, as in his last
extra of July 17th, he puts down the Tribune as “free
from the sin and curse of slagery.” In doing this
it would have been well had %e corrected the grave
error into which he bas fallen of calling the Tribune
the organ of & denomination. Such an organ it nei-

ther is, nor ever was; having been from the begin~
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ning perfectly free and independent; no denomina-
tion having ever had either the slightest influence in
its management, or the least responsibility in relation
to it, direc’ or indirect. The Tribune is, and ever was
what it professes to be, a strictly % futerdenominational
Journal.”  Mr. Linton is doing a good work. Where
indifference to the wrongs, abominations, and pollu-
tions of slavery is 3o universal, we can afford to bear
with every well intended effort to awaken the chris-
tian world to a sense of duty. Would that we had
a thousand J. J. E. Linton's in Canada. Itigobserved
with pleasure that his watchful eye has induced him
to lift his voice against the polluting influences of
American Circuses as follows :—

“The effects of all American Circuses, with their
‘tendencies, Negra Sengs, &c., &e., have been expe-
“rienced in Canada, as witnessed in Toronto, July,
‘1855, and wherever they go—besides the large a-
“mount of money spent, though only in guarters, The
‘' Religious Tract Socieiies trom the United States
“and Socicties in Cunada (for shame)! first, send
“ their Colporteurs with Books, Tracts, &c., issued by
¢ Pra-Slavery or Sileat Societies, who perambulate
“the country, its highways, concession roads, and
‘¢ side-lines, and then, sceondly, the American Circus
¥ follows, with its Slave and Negro Songs and Re-
“ presentations, &c., and their Pro-Slavery and A-
* merican hatred to the African race and their peo-
“ ple, (I81d in Christian Slavery)! descendants of
¥ their stolen Forefathers and Mothers! Municipal-
¢ities of Canada, sce 12, vic. cap. €1, see. 31, (sub-
# section 22), and section 60, (subsect 9)

To this may be added the testimony of the Jfuron
Signal, for which Mr. McQueen deserves the thanks
of every lover of virtue.

“McFarland’s Theatrical Company from Detroit
“a:g here during the last two days. Asis usual,
@ with vulgar exhibitions of this kind, the mounte-
“bnks gave a little coarse amusement, perpetrated
*‘many ribalderies, corrupted the morals of the place,
“and upon their departure, left these and their re-
‘sults, as the return for the prodigal shower of
#¢ quarters’ bestowed by our townsmen.”

When will the municipalities of Canada drive these
po'luting abominations from our soil ?

THE COMMUNION WINE QUESTION.

In publishing the following letter addressed to E.
C. Denevay, Esq., it is deemed advisable to give, by
way of introduction, the following observations ad-
dressed to the Editor of the Zribune:—

Kiyasrox, June 1856.

My Dear Sir,—

In a foot note at page 16 of “The cup of the
Lord nol the cupof devils,” Tintimated thatin a future
essay the truths here assumed might be fully and
Scripturally proved.

In the following letter addressed to C. I. Delavan,
Esq., I endeavour to carry out that intention. I first
thought of sending it direct to the President of the
New York State Temperanve Society, that he might,
if he thought proper, insert it in the Lrokibitionist;
but I have, upon more mature reflection, deemed it
better to transmit it to you for publication, if you
please, in the Gospel Lribune. It may be right to say
that 1 bave spent no little time in the investigation
of this important subject; that it has occupied my
mind by nightandbg day; and that] have searched the
Scriptures, with a Sincere desire to be taught the
truth. There seems to be a propriety in proposing
that the results of my investigations should first be
Bublished in your Journal, the advocate of the most

extended alliance and ietercommunion between all
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. At
present there are, I appreheud, not a few Christians
who cannot conscientiously sit down at the Com-
munion Table with their brethren, becnuse intoxi-
cating wine is dispensed there.

How delightful will it be when the stumbling block
of strong drink is tnken away from the sanctuary,
and all true disciples can partake of the genuine
symbols of Christ’s body broken and blood-shed for
them, without dread of the most painful consequences,
and without doing violence to conscience. The
areatest, at least one of the greatest, barriers to the
progress of Christinnity amongst heathen nations,
where the virtue of pure Temperance is still consci~
entiously observed, as amongst the Hindoes, Cey-
lonese, &c., is the use of intoxicating wine at the
Lord’s Table, and till that evil be vemoved the most
zealous missionary efforts will be in a great measure
fruitless. In a future communication I will discuss
the great moral principle which is, 1believe, destined
10 be the destroyer of alcobolic intemperance—the
heaven born antidote thereof.

With prayer that the Lord would be pleased to
bless this humble attempt to glorify him, and to
do good to mankind, in which I beg you will unite.

I'remain, my dear Sir, sincerely yours,

JOHLN MAIR.

LETTER
TO B. C. DELAVAN, ESQ,
President of the New York State Temperance Society.

My pear Sir,—I have received your letter of April
15th, for which accept my thanks. I also thank you
for the number of the Prokibitonist for April, contain-
ing the detailed opinions of the Judges of the Court
of appeals upon “the Act to prevent Intemperance,
Pauperism and Crime, in the State of New: York.”
I sympathize with you in the trials you are ecalled to
endure by the defeat of the Prohibitory Law, as far
:.5 it is Scriptural, but I cannot conceal from you that,
[ hold that part of it which rvelates to Sacramental
wine to be utterly opposed to the word of God, which
ought to be the foundation of all sound legislation
by christian governments.

The exception in favor of alcoholic wine for use ad
the Lord's Table cannot be defended, save upon the
ground of wicked temporizing expediency. Tt is
quite right that there should belicense to obtain wine,
and other alcoholic drinks for bona fide medicinal
purposes, =ud also for mechanical and chemical uses;
but the excert’on, in respect to sacramental wine
possessing intoxicating qualities, T repeatit, is at
direct variunce with tije Divine law, as set forth in
the Holy Scriptures, and therefore oughi never to
have been permitted to stain your Stuiute Book.
do not say that the legislature arc alone guilty in this
matter; nor do Isay that their guilt is equal in de-
aree to that of the visible church ; but I, witheut the
least Desitation, affirm that the law against intemper-
ance, pauperism, and crime, which has been enacted
by your legislature, cannot accomplish the end con-
templated by its framers, because it is in one of its
exceptional clauses in positive antagonism to the
law of God, which enjoins the use of unfermented,
unintoxicating wine, or rather unfermented ‘{ruit of
the vine', in a Jiquid form, as the sole symbol of Int-
manuel’s blood, to be used at His Supper. .

For your sake it may be unnecessary to enter into
an exposition of the truth of God upon this sub;e_ct,
but for the sake of others I shall as briefly as consis-
tent with thoroughness and perspicuity, trusting in
the aid of God's Holy Spirit, endeavour to point out
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gome of the principle Scriptural arguments which
oy be adduced to show that the use of alcololic
wine at the Lord's Table is forbidden by the Almighty.
In the three gospels of Mathew, Mark, and Luke, ex-
plicit instructions are to ke found regarding the na-

make bold to aflirm that it is the only rendering
which can be received 50 a3 not w0 bid defince to
the most commen rule of grammar; that an adjec-
tive must agree with its substantive in gender, num-
ber and casc, for azume is the neuter gender plural

ure of the wine to be used as the Symbol of thelnumber and nominative case ot the adjective azumes,

blood of the Lord Jesus Christ at Ilis Table. The
chapters and verses are Mathew xxvi. 17.30; M.k
xiv. 1, 12, 26; Luke xxii. 1, 14, 26. Theseportions of
Seripture afford the only dircet arguments which I
am to adduce as to the quality of the communion-
wine guthorized, and commanded by our Lord
to be dispensed in remembrance of him . His
Supper; but they embrace & body of evidence
which, for point aud strength, cannot be surpassed.
The mnss of indirect and corroborative evidence, part
of which will be adduced, i3 also Inrge and very
powerfel. Notice the Innguage of Mark, xiv. 23, 24,
25— and He took the cup, &e.” and be pleased to
tura your attention alse to the first verse of the same
chapter—* After two days wus the feast of the Puss-
over, and of unleavened bread.” It is universally
understood by christians that by the term © cup” in
the passage above quoted, is meant the ~ontents of
the cup, or the wine in the cup, or still more cor-
rectly according to scriptural phraseology—* the fruit
of the vine” in a liguid form, which the cup con-
tviped.  That the wine, or fruit of the vine, was un-
tumented is shown clearly as follows: the first verse
of the chapter, if you examine it in the authorised
version, has the words, ¢ the feast” in dtalics, indi-
cating that they do not occur in the original. The
original is the following:—Hs® 8t 70 ndoxa xal 7&
§uaa pera 8o Auésas, which may be thus literally
translated, omitting the words in italics in the
English version: “After two days was the
Passover, and the unfermented things;” and in
the 13th verse of the same chapter there is no reason
for believing that there is any change in the mean-
ing, and therefore the following words—xal ™
wpbry auépa Twy alipwy ought to be translated
thus: “and the first day of unfermented things.”
If, then, this appropriate title of the feast—*the
unferme:ted things"—be applied to the “cup,”
or rather “the frait of the vine,” in a liquid form,
contained in it, the proper meaning will be clearly
brought out; viz.,, “unfermented fruit of the vine,”
that beingone of the unfermented things, commanded
by the Lord to be used at His Supper according to
verses 23, 25; and ‘“‘unfermented bread,” another
unfermented thing, according to verse 22 of the same
chapter.  This wanslation corresponds exactly with
the views of Dr. Lees, and Professor Moses Stuart,
concerning the original institution of the Passover,
the same things being used at the Lord’s Supper, and
at that feast. Thus Dr. Lees (artic + Leaven Kitto's
Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature,) ‘ays— All fer-
nented substances were prohibited in the paschal
feast of the Jews ; and thus Professor Stuart affirms,
“I cannot doubt thal in its widest sense, i. e. any thing
fermented was excluded from the Jewish Passover,
when the Lord’s Supper was first instituted : for Iam
not able to find evidence to muke me doubt that the
custom among the Jews of excluding fermented wine
as well as bread is older than the christian era.”
(Dr. Robinson’s Bibliotheca Sncra, p. 508) That
this is the natural and obvious translation there can
be no doubt, and that the ordinary translation has
been adopted, to meet a preconceived hypothesis,
2nd to make room for the introduction of fermented,
Intoxicating wine, at the Lord's table seems highly
probable. Bat it is not only the patural reodering
of the passage referred to, and of the corresponding
Passuges in the gospel of Mathew aond Luke; but [

and if translated éread, (as it has been in the autho-
rized version,) it will not agree with “arro’ the
plural number of the masculine noun * aros,” which
is the word used in the swne chapter to signily bread,
and in all the other goapels, while the word lagane
{the one preposterously supposed to be understood,)
is no where to be found in the New Testament. it we
are to receive Dr. Robinson’s Lexicon, edited by Dr,
Bloomfield, two of the most cminent Lexicographers
of modern times, as competent anthorities upon the
subject. On the other hand the translation proposed
above, viz: ®unfermented things” meets all the re-
quirements of the case, and is perfectly in accordance
with the established grammatical rule, in similar
cases, as illustrated by the following examples, where
an adjective in the neuter gender, plural number, is
associated with things (epya & neuter noun plural
being understood)—* Thou in thy life time receivedst
thy good things, (7& dya04 gav,) and likewise Lazarus
evil things; (vd kand,)—Luke xvi. 25: “If ] have
told you carthly things (t& én'yeie) and ye believe not,
how ghall ye believe if I tell you of keavenly things.”
(émovpdvia)~—John iii. 12. But{draw an additional
argument, and a very powerful one too, from the fact
that the term “ fruit of the vine” is exclusively ap-
plied by all the Evangelists who record the insti-
tution of the Lord's Supper, to signify theliquid made
use of by our Divine Redeewer upon that occasion.
[ krow that this is viewed as a trivial matter by some,
who pertinaciously cleave to strong drink, through
evil report, and good report, with zeal and affection,
worthy of a nobler object. But to me it appears that
there must have been cogent reasons influencing the
mind of the Lord Jesus Christ, to set apart this peri-
phrasis to denote exclusively the nature of the liquid
which he consecrated, to be the sole symbol of His
sin-atoning blood. Let it- be remembered that i
is no where else to be found in the New Testament;
and that there has been, till within the last thirty
years, n belief almost universal, that only one kind
of wine existed, viz., inlozicating, (which belief is yet,
alas, too general,) and that consequently fermented
intoxicating wine was the only wine referred to in
Scripture. Let it be moreover remembered, that by
the researches and inquiries of eminent theologians,
philologists, chemists, and physiologists, within the
period above specifled, it has been ascertained with
certainty that two kinds of wine, were recognised in
Scripture, and are to be met with in eastern countries,
in the present day, and that an untold and appalling
amount of misery, disease, crime, and destitution,
has arisen from the inveterate prejudice existing in
fuvor of alcoholic drinks amongst the masses—** Let
all these things, Isay, betaken into account, and
along with them, the devil's evident intent to
subdue all mankind to the tyranny of alcohol,
and his unceasing insidious etforts to accom-
plish this malicious design; and there will be no
dfficulty in seeing why it was that Immanuel adopted
“ the fruit of the vine, (a phrase which, if fairly con-
sidered, can admit but of one precise meaning) to
denote His pure and purifying blood. It was em-
ployed, I believe, that there might be no ambigunity—
no misunderstanding, on the part of the honest in-
quirer, as to the nature of the liquid, which He used,
and commanded to be used as the sole representative
of Iiis sin-atoning blood ; and where could an ex-

pression have beea found more admirably adapted to
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accomplish this purpose? If the term * oinos” had
been cmployed instead of “ gennema ampelou,” < tie
fruit of the vine,” there might have been some color
of reason for keeping the mind in suspense, as to the
nature of the liquid set apart by the Kedeemer, to be
the emblem of His blood, and the out and out stick-
Iers for alcoholic wine, and alcoholic wine only, under
all circumstances of good and evil, might have con-
gratulated themselves on the use of a term by the
Lord Jesus Christ, to which a meaning consonant
with their views might be attached. Butit is diffi-
cult—very difficult to conceive how these men can
by avny sophistry have cozened themselves into the
belief that this perfectly unambiguous circumlocu ion
can be applied to intoxicating wine, or any liquid,
except that which retains the qualities of the grape
uncorrupted. The only way of accounting for this
strange misconception and perversivn, is to trace it
to stubborn prejudice, deeply rooted upon man's un-
bounded lust atter aleoholic beverages. That every
safe guard was erected by the love and wisdom of
Jesus, to prevent this moral delinquency, in His insti-
tution of the Sacred Supper is abundantly evideat.
As has already been shown “unferinented things”
alone, are to be used at its celebration, and to make
security doubly secure, against the intrusion of alco-
Iwlic wine, a new assembluge of words was intro-
duced, expressive of the precise nature of the liquid
to be dispensed, in possession of its natural salutary
qualities, and which, withont manifest outrage, could
not be applied te a liquor which had acquired noxi-
ous properties by the process of fermentation, or
vegetable putrefaction. -

The question now occurs to my mind, what can be
the reason why men should have no objection to the
interdict of “leavened,” or ‘fermented bread,’ at the
Lord’s Table, and should shrink from the discussion
of the question of the rightful use of fermented wine
at that ordinance? No voice is ever raised against
the one prouibition, but the other is everywhere
spoken against, and all but universally discredited.
The reason of this ditference probably is, that there
is a latent apprehension lurking in the minds of
Christians—that the Bible, if it were thoroughly and
candidly searched, and rightly interpreted, on the
subject of wines, might be found to testify strongly
against the use of the intoxicating liquor dispensed
at “ihe Communion Table,” which many of them
scem to love as “a right eye,” and to prove that
the use of it there, which has hitherto been viewed as
a duty and a virtue, is indeed a violation of law and
a vice, so that their conscicnces hitherto in favour of
it might Le obliged to pronouice sentence against it,
and their love to it be turned into hate; while no
such dread exists in regard to fermented bread, the
poison * alcohol” having been expelled from it, by
heat, in the process of baking, so that the caase of
the Divine interdict of intoaicating drinks being re-
moved, the moral law necessariiy ceases in regard to
it, and the primitive or cercmonial layg only conti-
nues binding upon the Christian in that particular
ordinance. And if alcoholic wine should be proved
to bave usurped the rightful place of  unfermented
frait of the vine,” in the sanctuary, it would foliow
that it must be driven from it, and that ¢ unfermented
fruit ot the vine” must be clevated to its just ascen-
dancy in the department of evangelical temperance.
This is precisely the trinmph which it will be shown
in the foture pages ot this letter will be achieved
upon the genern! adoption of the Scriptural doctrine
that * unfermented fruit of the vine,” was appointed
hy the Lord Jesus Christ, to be the sole symbol of
His blood, to be employed at His Table, till his second

euming, the declaration of the Lord in support of it

at the institution of 1lis Supper, being as it were the
experimentum crucis establishing for ever the noble
principle of that pure liquid and its hallowed usso-
ciutions, with all the blessings purchased by His
bluod, being the heaven born antidote of alcoholic
intemperance! To illustrate this view, let it be sup-
posed that unfermented bread occupied the place of
unfermented wine, and that fermented bread occupied
the place of fermented wine, at the Sacrament, and
that the latter possvssed intoxicaling qualities the
sume as are inherent in alcoholic wine, and in all
respects sustained the seme churacter. ncconipanied
by the same intense affection, while the former was
a bland putritious substance wardly ever thought of;
then, there would beequal sensitiveness and aversion
to explore its noxious qualities, as in the wase of wine,
lest conscience should be obliged to g.ve sentence
against it: but let it be supposed that there waz no
love to this intoxicating bread, and therefore no fear
of losing it, then the mind being without bias to
cither side, would judge fairly of the contending
claims, and correctly weigh the evidence fer and
against each, so that if it preponderated on the side
uf unfermented bread, the mind would consent to its
use at the ordinance of the Supper. Now the fact is
that the evidence does preponderate in favor of un-
tfermented bread, as is allowed by moderate drinkers,
according to the authorised version ; and fermented
bread, according to the canon of Scriptural interpre-
tation that * positives indude negatives” is therefore
admitted to be forbidden. Dut if fermented bread be
torbidden in the one case, layiug aside prejudice and
partiality, it cannot % consistenily denied that fer-
mented wine, is also forbidden in the other, accord-
ing to the translation which has been given above,
and which Ibelieve cannot be controverted, for accord-
ing to it, there i3 precisely the same amount of evi-
dence for the use of unfermented wine, as for the use
of unfermented bread, and against the use of fermen-
ted wine that there is agamst the use of fermen-
ted Lread, the expression the feast of “unfermen-
ted things” being equally applicable to both, the ouly
thing making an apparent difference, and influencing
the will, (the wish being father to the thought)
against the one, and for the other, and neutraliziog
the evidence, being immoral attachment to an un-
lawful object; & similar reason to which might be
made to justify any act however base and criminal.
The design of Satan throughout has been to conceal
or distort the truth, and to carry out this design he
bas, by means of Lis dupes, involved in a dense
cloud, and ‘thercby reduced to the smallest possible
dimenzions, all in the Bible, that seems to counten-
ance the use of unfermented wine; and surrounded
with an igais fatuus deceitful glare, so as to magnify
tothe greatest extentall that scems in any way propiti-
ous to the use of fermented intcxicating wine, at the
Lord’s Table; and, alas, hitherto he has been too
successful in carrying out his evil purpose.

But herealter the heavenly motive alluded to above,
and which will be more fully developed by and by,
will be scen to operate by drawing away unlawful
affection from intoxicating wine, and fixing lawful
affection upon its supplanter, *the unfermented
fruit of the vine,” the rightful possessor of the high
dignity assigned to it from cverlasting in the counsels
of Jehovah.

It is buman nature to sbrink from the exposure
of any physical defect, or moral taint, and envelop
it in darkness. Itis also human nature to rejoice
at any thing in an illustrious individual, which tends
in any degree to extenuate or justify any cquivocal
but darling feature of personal character, and to
dread 1ts being found otherwise than has been uni-
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formly represented, lest the support derived from that
quarter by the delinquent sk “uld be taken away, and
he should consequently sink in his own estimation,
and in the gocd opinious of athers. Morcover if a
man kas a bosom-fricad indispensable to his happi-
ness, whoitis anprelieaded isnot pure, he would rather
have his bad gualities concealed from him than that
they were paraded in the light, lest he should be
compelled to drop his intercourse with him, feeling
that * where ignorance is blisst’were fully to be wise.”
This boson friend may be, and often has been alco-
hol—x’xot unfrequently transformed into “an angel of
light.

gStill I believe it is not the custom in the churches
to make use of ¢ unfermented bread” at the Lord’s
Supper. Why so? Probably thisis & part of the
great delusion practised by Satan, for the advance-
ment of his cause, and the ruin of the church, be-
cause he clearly sees that if he were to countenance
the employment of unfermented bread, and allow jt
to be made matter of conscience, at the Lord’s Table,
the eyes of professing christians might be onened, to
the gross incensistency of being punctilious in the
use of “unleavened bread” (like the Pharisecs of old
who paid tithke of mint, anise and cummin, and
omitted the weightier matters of the law, justice
merey dnd faith,) and at the same time having no hesi-
tation whatever in drinking highly intoxicating, and
often drugged wine, as the symbol of their Redeemer's
blood— straining at 2 goat and swallowing a cam-
el

The only other direct argument I shall bring be-

fore you ut this time, to prove that the use of intoxi-
cating wine at the Lord’s Table. is contrary to God's
law as contained in the Holy Scriptures, is deduci-
ble from the solemn charge addressed immediately
by Jehovuh {o Aaron, aud his sons, after the fiery
destruction of Nadab and Abibu, when they violuted
His sacred commandment, by offering strange fire
Before the Lord—(Levit. x. 1, 11,) and renewed by the
prophet Ezekiel, with reference 10 the times of the
Messiuh, and particularly the Milennium (Ezekiel
xliv. 21, 23, 24.) That these wicked men had beeau
tampering with some sort of alcohoiic intoxicating
drink, secems evident from the words uttered by
Jehovah, when he enacted the law forbidding the use
of “wine aud strong drink” by the priests, when about
to exercise their sacred fanctions in the taberanacle.
Upon no other supposition can its aunouncement at
this particular time be accounted for. By this law,
<oucbed in the {ollowing terms: “ Do not drink wine
nor strong driak, thou nor thy sons with thee, when
ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye
die: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your
generations, and that ye may teach the children of
Teracl all the statutes which the Lord hath spoken
unto them by the hand of Moses,” total abstinence
from wine, and other strong drink, is clearly en-
Jjoined upon the priests, when in the tabernacle, or
about to go into it, and the spirit of the law would
scem to be that as its main object was to preserve
these holy men, in 2 sound state of mind, capable of]
distinguishing between right and wrong, and of
yielding instruction in God’s statutes, that abstinence
from intoxicating liguor would at all tiines have been
their duty, as they might on any emergency have been
calleduponto arbitrate on some delicate point—so dis-
tinguish betwween clean and unclean incases of leprosy,
&c.,0r to impnrt connsel to the igrorant, beyoud the
precincts of the taberancle or temple.  Avleast how-
ever they were in the most authoritative and solemn
manner required to abstain from every kind of alco-
bolic intoxicating drink, when engaged in theservice
of these secred places. Especiatly such sbstinence

would have been demanded of them when offering
sacrifices typical of that one great sacrifice of tho
Lamb of God, who was to cqme in the fulness of
time, and be offered up as nn atonement for the sins of
the world. If then the priests under the shadowy
and imperfect economy of Judaism were required to
exercise total abstinence, from all intoxicating drinks
when offering the sacrifices of “bulls and of goats,”
the bleod of which “it i3 not possible should take
away sin,” how mu<’s more shall not the priests
and kings under the bright light of *the Sun
of Rightcousness” when the substance of theso
types has been revealed, and has finished His
work; that is to say, all true Christinns, be required
to abstain from all intoxicating drinks, and joyfully
to partake of the pure and innocent “fruit of the
vine,” when, according to their beloved Saviour's
appointment, they are called upon to con: semorate
{lis death, by eating of that bread, and drinking of
that cup, which e set apart as the expressive em-
blems of His body broken, and blood shed for them,
while wit. genuine humility they ejaculate the earn-
est petition * God be merciful to us sinners?”

That the primary law is morally binding upon all
christians, although the penaliy of death is not now
annexed to its infraction, appears to me to admit of
no doubt. Itis conceded by all, and explicitly re-
vealed in Scripture that, while the privileges of ths
spiritual dispensation in which our lot is cast aro
much greater than were those of the Jews, so are our
responsibilities proportionally enhanced; and there-
fore if it was sinful in the Aaronic priesthood to use
intoxicating drink of any kind when employed in the
sacred duties of the Sanctuary. (which I have shown
that it was,) it must be more sinful in Christians to
do so, when occupied in the most holy ordinance of
their holy religion, the communion of Christ’s body
and blood. But the prophet Ezekiel has republished
the law under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, with
additional arguments in support of it, and additional
motives to stir up to the observance of it: thus
(Ezekiel xliv. 21,) “ neither shall any priest drink
wine when they enter into the inner court. ¥
and they shall teach my people the difference be-
tween the holy and profune, and case them to dis-
cern between the unclean and the clean ; and in con~
troversy they shall stand in judgment, and they shall
keep my laws, and my statutes, in all iny assemblies.”
This portion of Scripture I believe to be a second
edjtion of the law delivered to Aaron, applicable es-
pecially to gospel times, and the approaching wilen-
nium. It is binding upon all Christians, and its re-
quirements will be fully carried out, when ¥ nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, ngither shall
they learn war any more; when the earth shall be
filled with the knowlecge of the glory of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea, and when they shall not
hurt nor destroy in all God’s holy mountein.” That
it applies to the Clristian dispensation, and to the
palmiest times of christianity, is clearly indicated by
the 9th verse of the same chupter, where it is writ-
ten * Thus saith the Lord God, no stranger uncir-
cumcised in heart, nor uncircumcised in flesh, shall
cnter into my sanctuary, of any stranger that is
among the children of Israel.” I would remark upon
the two last clauses of the passage recently quoted,
wher it is said, «“ They shall keep my laws in all my
assemblies ;” that o very intimate connexion subsists
between the observance of the law of the Lord’s Sup-
per, as regards “ unfermented wine,” and the law of
the Sabbath. Can it be expected that the Lord’s
Sabbath will be kept sacred, when lis Table is de-
secrated by the use of the wine, which is a mocker,
and stropg drink which is raging;” (Prov. xx.1)
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¢ Of that cup which is an apt emblem of the wrath
of God;” (Rev. xiv. 10: xvi. 19); which Selomon,
the type of the ’rince of Peace, inspired by the Holy
Ghozt, commands his son “not to look npon,” see-
ing thatat the last it © biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder;” (Prov. xxiii. 29, 35:) that
“wine wherein is excess,” or destruction to the body
aud soul of man, to his interests in time and eternity;
(Eph v. 18:) “the cup of devils;” Ist Cor. x. 213)
“the poison of dragons, and the cruel venom of
aspes ;™ (Dent. xxxii. 33 ) Depend upon it, Sir, that
as long us the wine, which reccives its distinctive
character from *alcohol,” the principle of physical,
intellectual, and moral ruin, to mankind, is conti-
nued to be dispensed to professing christians at the
Lord’s Tuble, so long will not only the Lord’s day
Le openly and flagitiously violated, and especiully
hy “rioting and drunkenuness,” and other ordinances
of Gud's house be despised by increasing multitudes;
but christianity will be as it is now a by word and a
reproach among heathen nations. and crime, poverty.
disease, and profligacy will be multiplied indefinitely
in spite of all puny legislaiive attempts to stem the
overwhelming torrent. Legislation indeed! Show
me the legislation that will avail against the Divine
decrees.  Point out the law which will do good in
definnee of God’s Jaw. Governments may * frame
mischiet by a law,” but in doing so they ave forging
destructive engines which will recoil upon their own
héads, and the heads of their abettors and dupes,
with tremendous impetuosity, and if they do not re-
pent will involve them in irretrievable destruction.

There is no Jack of eVidence to satisfy any candid
inquirer after truth, thatit is the law of God, that
¢ unfermenicd fruit of the vine” in its fluid form, and
not intoxicating wine, should be used to represent the
hlood of the Lamb, at the Lord’s Table, and yet go-
v.rnments in the face of this all but essential doc-
wrine of christinnity, upon which the happiness of
thousands, yea millions of the human race depends,
impelied by the mighty power of ccelesiastical or-
ganizations, mutilate and vitiate their acts to pre-
vent intemperance, pauperism and crime, by intro-
dacing into them reservations in bebalf of the sale ot
intoxicating wine for Sacramental purposes, while
that of every species of alcohelic liquor for dietetic
uses is prohibited under the severest penalties.

It has often been asserted with apparently some
degree of triumph, that there is »o command ot
Scripture against the use of intoxicating wine. How
such an assertion could have been made by men ing
timately acquainted with the sacred volume, it isao
casy 10 explain.  The facl is guite the reverse.
Although “the blessed gospel” as has been well re-
marked by Archdeacon Jeffrey, ©is not 2 book o1
casuistry, nor o statute book of laws,” yet in thecase
of “ wine and strong drink,” the geneal plan of the
Divine procedure in leaving specific acts and thing-
to be judged of by men with the discerning, intellec-
tual and moral faculties with which God has en-
dowed them; seems in a remarkble manner to have
been departed from by infinite wisdom. The deca.
logue supplics general laws for mun's goverument,
but it does not condescend to cnumerxte the vari
ous modes in which persons may violate thesc
Jaws. Under the Gth commandment, for example,
which is—* Thou shalt not kill"—there is no enu-
meration of the various mexns by which murder may
be committed ; there is wo catalogue annexed, of th
different poisonous substances, to be found in the
animal, vegetable, and mineryl kingdoms, Ly which
life may be destroyed in a more or less summary
manner.  You find no where in the Bible any lega)
prohibition of the use of opium or arsenic, or any

other poison known to the ancients. Yet 1t cannot
be dented that danger might have been incurred, and
may still be incurred, by individuals, and even death
be the result from the ignorant or intentional use of
them. But the Almighty has acted differently in re-
gard to “wine and strong dvink.” They seem to
possess certain qualities which might entitle them to
be included in the same category with opium; but
universal expericnce hias proved thatthey are articles
which surpass that poisor, in their power to lead
aroupes of mankind astray from the paths of virtue.®
They posses peculiar seduciive properties, by which
they often irresistibly lore multitudes to destruction;
opium eating being o solitary, while spirit drinking
is often a social vice, the prolific parent of innumera-
ble crimes, the destroyer of thousands of souls, the
implacable cnemy of Jesns and His religion.

It is on account of these singalarly perverting and
destructive qualities possessed by alcoholic dsinks,
(may it not be safely and reverently belicved,) that
Jehovah bas singled them out, and made them con-
spicuons as objects to be shunned by man; and this
He has donein instances too numerous to be recapitu-
lated here, and in a great variety of ways, all caleu-
lated to arrest the attention, command the conscience,
and regulate the will, of all those who consent to ex-
amine the question dispassionately and without pre-

judice.

Is not drunkenness repeatedly denounced as shut-
ting out from the kingdom of God ; and isit not true
that “principlals include accessaries, that is what-
ever approaches, or comes near to them, or as a ten-
deucy to themn?”  Is not the use of alcobolic drinks
in man’s normal state of health included under this
canon of interpretation, sceing it has been admiued
by the physiologist, that it is the nature of these
drinks to induce a habit which constitutes confirmed
drunkenuess.t Hear what Dr. Beecher says with un-
common power upon this subject. “DBut if all the

*An emineat medical authonty, Sir Berjamin Brodie,
in a tate woik (Physiolog cal researches) says : ** The
efiect ol oprum wuen wke . into the stomach is not 10
stumulatg, but tosvoihe the nervous sysem. It may be
otherwise tn some ins auces. but these are rare ux'ccp-
tious 10 the geaeral rule.  The opium tuker 15 in a pag-
s ve statc saustied with his ewn dseamy condition while
under the influence of the drug.  1le is uscless, but not
mischievous. It is quue otherwise with alcoholie li-
quo-s. When Bishep. and his partnes, murdered the
linaan boy, 10 order that they nnght sell his body, it
appeared n evidence thut they prepared themselves for
te tazk by a plentitullibatios ot gin.  The sane course
is observed by house-breakers and others. who engage
m desperate ermnal underiakngs. It is worihy of
ohservauen also that opum s much less deletenious to
the indivi ual than Gau or biandy.”?

The Scienufic Busis of Prombnion by

E. & Youxaxs, Esq.

1 Would you think it right for children to have in-
decent pictures put into their hands, or any mcans
practised with them, which could have the least ten-
dency to pollute their comparatively innocent imag-
inations, andlead to the greatest breaches of the Tth
commandrmaent; yet therc is no direct and cxplicit
prohibition of such obscene pictures in the Bitle,
although it is fmplicd in the command against adul-
tery. Is it not wrong, independent of express
probibition to give the wine which is & mocker, and
the strong drink which is ragirg, to children or
adults to excite the ferocious appetite for alcolol,
which is not natural, but produced hy its peculiar

stimulus ¢
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ways«to hell which deluded mortals tread, that of the
intemperate is tho most dreary and terrific. The
demand for artificial stimulus to supply the defi-
ciencies of healthy aliment, is like the rage of thirst,
and the voracious demand of famine. It is famine,
for the artificial excitement has become as essential
now to strength and cheerfulness as simple nutrition
once was. But nature tanght by habit to require
whut once she did not need, demands gratilication
now with a decision inexarable as death, and to most
mer as irresistible. The denial is a living dealh.”
So far then mankind would have had no excuse for
tampering with alcoholic, intoxicating drinks as they
have done, if there had been merely in 1he Bible such
a denunciation as the following: ¢ Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards shall enterinto the kingdom
of heaven;” or even if this had been wanting, and
their sole, or at least principal, instructior, asinother
cases, had been the sixth, and other commandments
of the Decalogue.

But notonly is drunkenness denounced in Scriptute,
but the use of that which produces it,isby name strict-
1y forbidden: thus— Look not thou upon the wiae
when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup,
when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” (Prov.
xxiii. 31, 32.) *DBe not drunk [filled] with wine
wherein is excess,” or the principle of intemperance
or ruin, and not only were the Jewish priests for-
bidden the use of it when in the tabernacle, as has
been mentioned above, but, as I have endeavoured
to show, Christians also under the same appellation
of -priests unto God,' arc prohibited from using it in
analogous circumstances, under the dispensation of
the spirit, while it is distinctly stated (Prov. xxxi. 4)
that # it is not for kings to drink wine, nor princes
strong drink.” Morcover, ‘“wine and strong drink”
are stigmatized and held up to contempt and exe~
c-ation by the stroagest, literal, and figurative lan-
guage which it is possivle to use; thus—* Wineis a
mocker, strong drink is raging, and whosoever is
deceived therehy is not wise.” (Prov. xx1.) Their
“yine (the wine of idolaters) is the poison of drag-
ons, aud the cruel venom of asps.” (Deut. xxxii. 33.)
“Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup
of Devils.” (1 Cor. x. 21.) Now—rwould you think it
rizht to make opium your common food, or to use it
at all in your normal state of health, if the sawmc
epithets were applied to it in the Bible as are applied
to alcoholic wine in the sacred records; or rather
would the testimony of Scripture against it, similar
to that against intoxicating wine, induce you to re-
ceive it into your favour, although without that tes-
timony, you keep it at a distance, and eschew the
use of it, except a3 2 medicinal agent; thatis tosay,
wonld it be right not only to attach no value to the
witness of Scripture and of God against it, but to
place that witness to its credit, which ought, accord-
ing to common sease, grammar, reasvn, and re-
velation, to militate in the strongest manoer to
its disadvantage and repudiation?  Would it be
lawful to triflc with it es men trifle with wine,
and other alcobiolic drinks, 2ot only if, but because God
had been pleased to express in the most authoritative
manner His disapprobation of it, as & common arti-
<le of diet, and stamped it as infamous over und over
again, althoughk without such divine interdict you
felt it to be your duty to reject it from your dictary?
If se, then no donbt, it will be perfectly lawful and
Tight, for christiaus to continue to do as they bave
been doing with intoxicating drinks for ages past—
o treat them with the same unbounded counfidencein
spite of all the awful denunciations of God against
them, and not only in spiteof, but because they have

been so denounced :—for it is obvious, the enses being
viewed as parallel, that if opium with its prepara-
tions, having only the testimony of man againstit. be
generallytreated as a poison, and therefore shunned as
an article of diet, wiile alcoholic drinks are so made
use of, which, have the decided testimony of God
against them, in addition to the testimony of man-
kind, were the witness of God superadded against
opiun, it would not only not corruborate the former
evidence to 1ts injury, but altogether neutralize that
evidence and cause it to be received as a good crea~
ture deserving of the utmost confidence.

The stereotyped belief of a fulse doctrine by tho
church, upon what is conceived to be scriptural wir-
rint, is of all things most dungerons, and misleading :
because the minds of its raembers being thus satisfi-
ed of the Divine authority for their erroncous doc-
trine, will feel it to be their duty to treat as heretical
ull opposite views, and by areligious or superstitious
dread, will be preveated from giving a patient and
unbiassed bearing to any statement of facts, or from
deliberately weighing any arguments which may be
advanced from scripture, observation, or expericnce,
tending to show that their dogma is w groundless as-
sumption. Hence, the principal reason why opium,
prussic acid—corrosive sublimate &e., have not gen-
erally been used in a state of dilution as ordinary
articles of diet, may be that there is no passage of
scripture in regard to them (similar to those which
have been misinterpreted in regard to the use of fer-
mented or aleohiolic wine at the Lord's table,) which
could by similar misinterpretation lead to their em-
ployaient (for the taste for both alcoliol and opiumm
is a¢-quired not natural,) and therefore the minds of
men unfettered by religious prejudice, have been at
perfct liberty, to examine candidly into the nature
of th:se yo8ms, and to receive without hesitaticn
the yroofs presented to them, of their bemng uafit for
the dictel c uee of man. But itis higbly probable that
if the circumstances in regard to opium, &c., bad
nearly resembled those aitending the use of wine at
the Lord's table, that is to say if there had been two
things called opium, one poisonous and the other not,
and the poisonous species had been generally liked,
and the other hardly ever thought of, there would
have been a powerful propensity to interpret the lan-
guage in a mananer favonrable to the predominang
desire, and the language so interpreted would on the
other hand by & vellex influence have greatly tended
to swengthen the propensity in which it originated
—so that opium might here become as common an
article of dict as alcoholic liquors now ure.

Myn believes the testimony of his fellowman that
opium is a poison, aund acts in accordance with
that testimony. Shall he not receive the witness of
God which is greater, and yield implicit obedicace to
it, for this is the witness which He hath testified of
the wine which intoxicutes © Look not thou upon tl e
wine when it is red—wkben it giveth his colour in tl e
cup—when it moveth itself aright, for atlast it biteth
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.”

The portions of scripture quoted above, are only
specimens of the numerous passages preseated in
God’s holy word, exposing to opea view the demor-
alizing and deadly qualities of ** #¥ine and strong
drink;"” but they may suffice to prove the position
which has Leen Iaid down that the Almighty has as
it were deviated from Ilis ordinary course of proce-
dure in regard to these poisonous drinks, having
singled them out as things to be particularly shuu-
ned by man. as unfiting him for h's responsible
duties and high destiny, and loaded them with ap-

probrious epithets that they might become objects of
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abhorrence and disgust to the whole human race ;—
like the devil who has made such extensive use of
them to people his dominions, But this is not all
that can be said in support of this view of the sub-
ject.  Not only has God set up wine and strong
drink as a mark against which to shoot his arrows,
as a terrific object to excite just apprehensions in the
minds of those whom lle made after his own image,
and whom, in Ilis ineftable love, lle designs to re-
store to that image lost by the {all, but rccoverable
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. He
has done much more than this, e has instituted a
special ordinance, by means of which He has, in the
most wonderful manner, made known llis mind in
respect to alcoholic intoxicating drinks. The primu~'
ry design of the Lord’s Supper is perspicuously an-
nounced in tho narrative in which its institution is;
recorded. It was to afford the disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ, o sacred meal, at which they should‘
partuke of unfermented bread, and fruit of the vine,

absolutely indispensable to salvation, was permitted
for a long season to be bidden from the church of
Christ, and that & pernicious error occupied its
place, or, in cther words, that intoxicating wine has
for many ages supplanted the unfermented fruit of
the vine, in the belief and usage of almost, if not all
christinn churches. Ifno difference of opinion had
ever existed as to the kind of wine appointed by the
great Ilead of the church, to be the symbol of Iis
blood,—if there bad been no vicious attachment on
the part of professing christiang, as well as others,
to alcoholic wine, and other alcoholic drinks, the fact
that Jesus, with peculiar emphasis, sclected unfer-
mented wine, or rather fruit of the vine, to be that
symbol, would have been like His selection of unfer
mented bread without any peculiar significance, spart
from its fitpess to represent His body. But as it has
become matier of controversy, what kind of wine was
used by Jesus, at lis Supper; and as it must have
been hnown to lim from all eternity, that it would

as the appropriate symbols of His body broken, and|Le so0, and as the premiscuous employment of fer-
Llood shed for them, upon the cross,—these symbelsmented intoxicating wine, and other intoxicating
beitg chosen by Him, with exquisite adaptation, to drinks, must also bave been known to Him from
the end they were intended to answer, i e., to show everlasting, as the prolific source of dishonour to Je-
the Lord's death till He come.—But not only does{hovah,—a great hindranee to the piogress of the
ihis ordinance, when observed according to the rule gospel,—and one of the chief causes of erime and
laid down by the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the spirit'widicdness in the world ;—it is impossible to Jook
of its founder, accomplish this primary and declured upon the fact of His adopting it of His sovereign wilk
object; Lut it secems to me that there is involved in jand pleasure, to be the sole symbol of His precious.
the appropriation of the unfermented fruit of the blood, at the ordinance specially appointed by Him
vine; in aliquid form, to signify the blood of Jesus— in remewbrance of His death, without attaching sig-
& secondary meaning which, although not appa-}nal importance to it.
rent to the superficiel reader of scripture, may be; Let the influence which has been exercised by the
brougit out to the satisfaction of the attentive stu- generally accredited fiction that Jesus used ferment-
dent of Holy writ. In the use of unfermented breud,‘ed-nlcoholic wine, at His Supper, be taken into ac-
to signify the body of Jesus, there 1s, as far as I can | count, and it will be obvious that the truth if it hag
sce, no secondary sense. It was one of the con- been received that Jesus used unfermented non-alco-
stituent parts of the parent ordinance of the Passover, holic wine at His Supper, would bave had at least
but the fruit of the vine was not an original part of equal influence in the opposite direction. The oue
that institution. It was introduced afterwards by influence has been exercised for evil ; the other would
the Jews. Wien does not appear in the sacred re- have becs: exercised for good.
cords. It will hardly require lengthened arguments o
It is well known that very generally, professing,sbow that the almost universal belief that Jesus used,
«<hristians have maintained the doctrine, that alco- and commanded to be used, intoxicating wine at His
-holic wine was uscd by the Lord Jesus Cbrist at the;Supper has been attended with most gricvous and
institution of His.Supper, and that the same wine| pernicious consequences to mankind. It hasbeen an
wag commanded by Him, to be used by His disciplesjimpious boust in the mouths of drunkards, which
at the future celebration of that ordinance. they bave triumphantly urged, that Jesus made use
In recent times a controversy has arisen upon this of intoxicating wine, similar to the liquors which
subject, and although a majority of professing chris- | they are in the habit of quaffiing, and which deprive
tiang still adhere to the opinion, that fermented wine them of sense, reasun, and conscience;—and they
wastheliquid,which,wasdispensed at the firsstcommu-  huve fortified themselves in the moderate use of suck
nion, beld in the upper room in Jerusalem, the night liquors (fur they will seldom admit that they goto
in which Jesus was betrayed; yet, there are not excess) by pleading His divine example. To stop the
wafiting those who feel convinced that this is & gross, mouths of such blusphemers, was not the unfement-
end unfounded error, and are assured that unferment- yed fruit of the vine empioyed by Jmmanuel, as the
ed, unintoxicating fruit of the vine, (as has, I trust, symbol of His sinatening blood? Did Be not by select-
been proved above,) was the liquid which was dis- ing itin preference to every thing else in the varied
pensed upon that occasion, and which, according to rcalms of His creation, distincly declare His divine
the command of the Lord Jesus Christ, ought always approbation of it, and did He not by conferring upon
to bave been dispensed atthat holy meal. Immanuel, it this distinguished honour confirm a1l that hau beer
before whose all-seeing cye, time past, present, and, written by the inspired authors of the Old Testement
future, bas always heen disclosed, was perfectly respectingit, and its antagonist—fermented-alcoliolic
aware from &all ¢*ernity of the crrors which would!intoxicating wine? Is it not plain to cvery une that
creep into the church in regard to wine; and, as has, if Jesus bad used the fermented juice of the grape, at
been noticed above, guarded this precious ordinance His Supper, the fact of His doing so would have
with pecaliar care against misconception and false. given it a just title to the respect of all christians,—
interpretation. But that even essential truth may and that it would not unlawfully (as bas been done}
long remain buried in hopeless darkness, is well,but rightfully have been treated with confidence and
koown to all who have read the history of the church, used with the utmost freedom, for the best of all
and remember the gloumy ages which preceded the reasons, tnat their Lord gave it to His disciples as o
dawn of the Reformation. drink at His Supper, and said nothing to lead them
It need not excite great surprise then that that to be stinted in the use of it. (The effects of their
which, although highly importaut, cannot be deemed, false belief correspond with this view and confirm
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it.) But this hypothesisis a palpable impossibility.
if He bad dooe 8o, then, what would hiave become of
all the passnges so numerous in the Old Testament,
in which fermented-intoxicating wine, as has in some
degree been shown above, is represented in & most
odious light,—in which it is held up to scorn and re-
probation?  If His use and approval of intoxicating
wine in the one case (had it been possible) would
have been sufficient warrant for christians to employ
it dietetically, notwithstanding all the.contrary asser-
tions in the Old Testament, then Iis use and ap-
proval of unintoxicating wine, or rather Truit of the
vine; in the other case must by parity of reason
justify christians in the use of it dietetically;—but
not only so :—if the Lor. can be proved to have used
unintoxicating fruit of the vine at llis Supper, (asitis
hoped has been done) then this use of it by Him must
e viewed as a solemn—authoritative—Divine confir-
mation of all that has been written by the inspired
prophets and historians respecting both kinds of wine
as well the fermented and intoxicating, as the unfer-

mented and unintoxicating. But the declarations of

the Old Testament authors as bas been seen are op-
posed to the use of intoxicating wine, &c. Ithas been
described as a mocker. Ithas been called # the poison
of dragons, and the cruel venom of asps.” Solomon
bas suid, “ Look not thou upon the wine when it is
red, when it giveth his colour in the cup ;” the priests
bave been debarred from the use of it, at least in the
sanctuary, and Kings always. If then all these and
other strong expressions of inspired men are to go
for nothing, and these laws to be obsolute, although
not otherwise repealed, provided Jesus used intoxi-
cating wine, at His table, (which I think cannotbe de-
pied, for thereis no way of reconciling them with that
supposition,)then on the other hand, ifnot by impossi-
Dlehypobises,but truly He did use unfermented wine at
Histable,--all these sayings and laws must be Divinely
ratified by that act. If there must be Divine abroga-
ton of all these inspired sayings and laws on the one
hand—should the use of fermented wine by Jesus at
Bis Supper have been proved ; there must be Divine
confirmation, on the other, if His use of unfermented
fruit of the vine upon that otcasion has been proved.
To think, and say, otherwise would be to tbink, and
say, that if Jesus could have acted in opposition to
His own previously revealed will, and law, (for all
the Juws of the Bible are His) which, God forbid
T could for a moment imagine possible: His act
would have been more valid and worthy of imitation
by His disciples, than if He had acted in agreement
with them, which would be equally blasphemous and
sbsurd. Therefore, the use by Jesus of unfermented
frutt of the vine, at His Supper, must, indisputably,
be viewed as a Divine ratification of all that had
been previously revealed by the Holy Spirit upon the
two-fold subject of wine fermented, and unfermented,
in the scriptures of truth. But it may be argued by
some, that it is not sufficient reason for men to drink
intoxicating wine and otherintoxicating drinks diefe-
tically, because Jesus made use of them at His Sup-
per. (upon supposition that He did so, which I be-
lieve o be, as said before, an impossibility.) To me
it appears clear as noon-day, that whatever liquid
Jesus used as a drink at His Supper (for supper is a
daily meal, and was the principal weal among the
Jews,) that liqud it must be right and proper for
wankind to drink, at their suppers, or other ordinary
meals, in their normal state ofhealth, so long as they
observe the rule of St. Paul,—* whether, therefore,
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do,—~Do all to the
glory of God,’~—bearing also in mind that this sa-
cred meal was instituted forthe whole family of man
Ineall chmes and countries, and thercfore must be
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ed for all mankind in their normal state of health.
'If o man drinks the very wine which Jesus appointed
to be drunk—when He sits down at Iis Supper, un-
worthily—he will displease God;—if' he drinks the
samy wine at his ordinary meal without recognising
God as the giver of it, and thanking Him for it, he
likewise acts in & manner displeasing to God :—but
he surely cannot be wrong in drinking, that upon
ordipary occasions which Jesus saw fit for wise
reasons to set apart to be the symbol of His blood, if
he does so with thanksgiving, «for it i3 sanctified by
the word of God and prayer.”

There is no part of scripture known to me, which
enys, that it would be wrong to make use of any
species of wholesume food or dr nk under the cbris-
tinn dispensation, (particularly if it hud been used by
Jesus,) at any time, when natare cravesforit,provided
the above apostolic precept be complied with, and
whatever othersmay fancy, I cannotbelieve that Jesus
would have used any thing for food or drink at His
Supper, (the model meal of Christiuvs,) the eating or
drinking of which in his normal state of health would
be attended with injury to maw’s body or soul. On
the other band I firmly believe that unfermented
fruit of the vine, was dispensed by the Lora'Jesus
Christ, at His Supper, for our example, that we might
make use of the same or of any similar salutary
drink, and that we might scrupulously avoid all al-
coholic drinks as in wan’s normal state of health,
—fraught with danger both to the body and soul of
man,

The following reascns may be adduced to explain
wby Jesus, the only Mcdiator between God and man,
did not sct apart fermented intoxicating wine to be
the symbol of His blood at the Supper which He in-
stituted to be observed in remembrance of Him :—

1. The appoinment of fermented-intoxicating wine,
to be the symbol of Immanuel’s blood at His Supper
weuld have been an unnecessary innovation,—Jesus
Christ having previously sanctioned the dse of un-
fermented fruit of the vine at the feast of the Passover,
from which by the cerecmonial law, all fermented ar-
ticles were excluded.

II. Such appointment would have been a glaring
declension under the more perfect dispensation of the
gospel, from the purity of the Mosaic institute, con-
trary to the express declaration of the apostle Paul.
« If the ministration of condemnation be glory, much
more doth the ministration of rightcousness exceed
in glory, for even that which was made glorious bad
no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that
excelleth. For if that which was done away was
glorious, much more that which remaineth is glori-
ous.” {2 Cor. iii. 9-11):—TFor surely the substitution
of corrupted or fermented wine which deprives men
of their senses, pollutes their imaginations, influmes
their lusts, and robs them of the power of distin-
guishing between good and evil, for a bland nutri-
tious liquid, would be & retrograde and downward
siep, instead of one in advanee, altogether inconsis-
teat with the glory that excelleth, under the minis-
tration of the spirit.

I11. Tt would have becn contrary to the law of
symbolical representation, which requires the sym-
bol or sign to correspond ia character with the thing
symbolized or signified by it: and especially at vs-
rinnce with the exemplifications of that law in the
case of the analogous symbols of pure or living
water,and “manna, angel’s food’; a8 strikingly express-
ive of the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit.

IV. It would have been inconsistent with the
koowledge, which, the Divine Redeemer, from His
omniscience, must have possessed of the state of
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health, of communicants, generally, as normal, and
with His wizdom and benevolence, to prescribe al-
coholic-intaxicating wine, at least without assigning
exiact limits to the quantity to be used by them,—
when as a medicine it was not required, and as an
intoxicating agent it would prove deleterious to their
health.

V. 1t would have been opposed in spirit to a re-
marhably bencficial consirvative Inw of organized
beings, in the vegetable and animal kingdoms, to all
of which alcohel bas been proved to be a poison, aud
of none of which when living it can be the product.

VI. It would have been contrary to the great fun-
damental principles of christian ethics, as Inid down
by the Saviour of mankind, in His inimitable Sermon
un the mount, by which all tendencies to, and begin-
ningsof evil are prohibited.

VIL It would have been in contravention of the
law of love. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour,
“therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” (Ro-
mans xiii. 10.)

VI Ttis in the highest degree improbable, (not
to say impossible,) that intoxicating wine, could have
been used at the first communion, because thus the
thrice holy name of Jesus would have been by Mis
own authority, for ever associated with that polluted,
and polluting thing, alcohol; the use of which, by
man, has been the cause of an incalculable amount
of crime, desolation, and misery in the world.

IX. Because its use by the command of Jesus at
the communion of His body and blood. would have
rendered the harmonious explanation of certnin pas-
gages of scripture incidentally intradoced into the
sacred volume, an insolvable problem—thus :—If
Timothy bad not been a total abstainer in his nor-
mal state of bealth as a bishop ought to be, what
reason could be assigned for St. Paul giving him
liberty “to drink wine when sick? (1 Tim. v. 23.)

X. Because it would have been an infringement
of certain express commandments contained in the
Bible, prohibiting the internal use of fermented in-
toxicating wine, cacept as a medidinal agent, ¢ g.
% Look not thou upon the wine whenitisred, when it
giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself
aright, at the Iast it biteth like a serpent, and sting-
eth like an adder.” (Prov. xx.iii. 31,32, Levt.x. 9.
Ezek. xliv, 21.)

XI. Because fermented wine, and strong drink,
received from the Lord as the Inspirer of Scriptures
the following epithets :—* mocker, raging, biting like
a serpent, and stinging like an adder, the poison of
dragons, and the cruel venom of asps;” all of them
conveying ideas utterly repugnant to the conceptions
of His adopting it as the exclusive symbol of His
blood at the ordinance commemorative of His death.
If any are of a contrary opinion to that expressed
here, and under P. 1V., the task will devolve upon
them of reconciling with tbeir hypothesis, so as to
harmonize with the omuiscience, immutability, wis
dom, and immaculate purity of Jehovah, the follow-
iog facts, viz: that Jesus should at one time, by His
spirit and word, have stigmatized fermented wine,
or such like beverage as a mocker, raging, biting
like a serpent, and stinging like an adder, as the
poison of dragons, and cruel venom of asps,—and
commanded it not to be looked upon by His disci-
ples; and afterwards in His personal wiaistry—by
His spirit and His word, commanded the same wine,
possessing the same deleterious qualities, for which
it had been bield up to execration by Him, to be druok
by His followers as the unigue symbol of His blood,
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Xil. Becnuse the boldest and most uncompromis.
ing contenders for the exclusive right of fermenteq
alcoholic wine—to be the teine of the Bible, woulg
find it diflicult to arrunge systematically, and harmg.
niously,—along side of cach other, the following ap.
parently heterogeneous appelatives, and declarations
as referring to the snme kind of liquid:—

“The cup of the Lord.” “The wine of Dragons.”

*The cup of salvation.” “The cruel venom of nsps,"

*The cup of blessing.” ¢ The wine werein is excess.!

“Thy love is better than “1t biteth like a serpent.”
wine.”

“Drink, yea, drink abun- * Woe unto him thatpiveth
dantly, 01 beloved.” his neighbour drink.”
“Wisdom hath mingled  “Wine is a mocker, strong

her wine, and invited drink is raging, andwho-
her guests, saying, drink  soeveris deceived, there.
of the wine which Thave by is notwise.”
mingled.”

Can these ovposites be scriptural equivalents?

XL It would have been antagonistic in principle
to lis Inw against waste of the good creatures of
God,—*“ When thou shalt besiege a city o long time
in making war against it to tahe it, thou shalt net
|dostroy the trees thereof by forcing an axe againg
them . for thou mayest eatof them, and thou shalt
not cut them down, (for the tree of the field is man's
life,) to employ them in the siege. (Deut. xx. 19)
*“When they were filled ITe said unto His disciples,
gather up the fragments that remain that nothing be
lost.” (John vi. 12.)

XIV. It would have been & breach in spirit, if not
in letter, of the assurance that if we being evil, know
how to give good gifts to our children, how much
more will our Ileavenly Father give good thingste
them that ask Him; for our prayers are all for good
things, and especially the Lord's prayer is so—in the
shape of wholesome food, but fermented aleoholic
wine is, according to scripture, a mocker &c.;if God
then had given us this wine, should we not have been
mocked, and instead of a good have reccived an exil
thing, from llis all bountiful providence? whih is
impossible.

XV. Itwould have been an actin oppaosition o
the spirit which breathes in the petition,—* Leadus
not into temptation,” and to the declaration “God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither can he tempt
any man:" because it is the very nature of alcoholic
drinks, to seduce and destroy man after the cxample
of their great patron, the Devil.

XYVI It would havebecn tantamount to aDivine tes-
timonialin favour of fermented-alcoholic-intoxicating
wine, as o proper beverage, for man in his normal
state of health, in all future ages, and thus have
areatly encouraged its use, and that ofother alcoholic
drinks to the signal injury of the human race, and
the great dishonour of Immanuel.

It is cvident that the doctrine which has beensub.
stantiated by the clearest direct evidence in the pre-
ceding pages, is corroborated, illustrated, and con-
firmed by the opposites of these propositions.

The appointment of unfermented unintoxicating
fruit of the vine to be the symbol of Christ’s blood at
His Supper, accords with the principle,—

1. Of convenience and congraity :

II. Of the superior privileges and immunities of
the gospel dispensation:

JII. Of3ymbolical representation :

till His second coming without sin unto salvation.

IV. Of the omniscience of Tmmanuel :

-~
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¥V Of the law of vital organization intho vegetublol

and aniinal kingdoms:

VI. & VIi. Ofthe sermon on the mount, and of the
law of Jove:

VIIL Of the association of ideas, or rclative sug-
gestion :

IX. By it, incidental passages of scripture, other-
wise inexplicable cun be rationally expluined:

X. Certain express commands prohibiting intoxi-
cating ligquors are in perfect uccordance with it:

XI. and XL It recouciles atherwise irreconcilable
epithets as *“mocker,” &e., and admits of the clussi-
fication of words, aud idens, according to their
natural and obvious relations:

XIL and XIV. It is in harmony with the law
against waste of the good creatures of God; and
with the spirit of evangelical promises and petitions:

XV. It affords & Divine testimonial of immense
force in commendation of “unfermented fruit of the
ving,” and such liko sulutary liquids, as beverages
for man in his normal state of health, in alt ages
and countries, and with exquisite benuty illustrates
the power, wisdom and goodness of Immanuel,

It is now full time to take into consideration the
great moral principle, which is to destroy the noxiouns
influence of alcoholic drinks Ly the expulsive power
of o rew aftection. DBut this I shall, God willing,
make the subject of another letter.

I remain,
With great respect,
My dear Sir,
Sincerely yours,
. Jonx Marr.
Kiogston, C. W., 6th June, 1856.

UNION AMONG BAPTISTS.

The first number of & new paper, called « The
Union Baptist,” has just been issued from the To-

* ronto press. Itis observed with pleasure that this pa-

pery a8 Organ of the Canada Baptist Union, unfurls the
banner of EQUAL riGuTS, for all classes of Evangehcal
Baptists, ready to defend every individual in acting
upon the Divine right of judging for himself as to
the true intent and meaning ofall that God has caused
to be written for the guidance of his faithful chil-
dren, rebuking every one who arrogates to himself
the right of judging God's servants, his own cequal
brethren, as guilty and unqualified for Church fel-
lowship; cither, because on the one hand his con-
seience compels him to debar from the Lord’s table
every Christion till immersed in water, or on the
other, constrains him to welcome every brother in
whom he beholds the glorious image of the Only
begotten of the Father.” Baptists holding cither of
these views are to be understood as having equal
claims on ¥ The Union Baptist.” As to the practi-
ticability of conducting a paper on such a basis

- there need be no doubt: it being only necessary

o maintain the rule—that to whatever extent
the one viow is advocated at any time, the other may
always cleim, as @ conceded right, an equal amount
of space for reply Each to submit to have every
thing which reflects upon the views aund practices of
the otlier by way cf imputation or assumption, and

not. of argument, eradiented from every article beforo
it is sent to press.  This ralo to be understood as op-
posed to all statements, guch ag the following fonnd in
the Freeman’s version of the speech of the Rev. W.
Norton, delivered ut an Annual Meeting of Buptists
heldin London (England} un theevening of the 24th
of April last:— M

‘If the honored and revered among Baptist minis-
terg who lived aud laboured fifty years ngo could bo
among their breteren now, how astonished and dis-
tressed would they be at the general departure of tho
Baptist denomination from the simple faith aud ovder
of the New Testnment! The churches disposed to
follow the commands of Christ and the directions
of inspired apostles, carefully and fully, were com-
paratively few and far between.”

The reader will observe that in this extract there is
not the shadow of argument, while the reflections of
the Rev. Mr. Norton against the greater portion of
English Baptists ave of the most startling and damag-
ing character; and the only key we have, to unlock
the mysteries of these accusations, is found in the
fact, that the Body of Baptisis thus nddressed by tho
Rev. Mr. Norton had, a few hours previously passed
the following suggestive rosolution :—

% That as it is the opinion of this meeting that we
do ourselves and our principles great injustice by pre-
fixing any term to the Scriptural name of Baptist,
and, moreover, as very many objections have been
made to the present name of the society, we hereby
resolve, ns a matter of principle, and of removing an
unnccessary obstacle to our success, that the name
of the sovicty be altered from the Strict Baptist So-
ciety, to the The Buaptist Evangelical Society for cdu-
cating young men for the ministry, and for mission-
ary purposes.”

In the light of this resolution it is not difficult to
understand the grave accusatons of the Rev. Mr.
Norton. They all resolve themselves into this, that
the Englich Buptists, as is well known, have very
generally departed from the practice of exclusively
Baptist Communionists, and adopted instead thercof
the practice of those who believed that all Ghristians
who acknowledge cach other as visible saints, should
weet one another with an unhesitating welcome at
the Communion Table of their Common Lord.

Now had the Rev. Mr. Norton, in view of this state
of affuirs, contented himself with condoling with the
few Strict Baptists that are left, doing all in his power
to strengthen and comfort them, no one could ren-
sonably have found fuult. But when he presumes to
pronounce judgment upon this question on the basis
that he knew the mind of the Spirit upon it better
than all the thousands of devoted Christinng who
are opposed to his views, when he arrogantly ar-
raigns them all before him, and shrinks not from
pronouncing upon them & seatence of criminal indis-
position to follow the commands of Christ, and the
intructions of apostles—when he recklessly assends
to heaven itself, to bring from thence the “revered
among Baplist ministers, who lived and laboured
fifty years ago,” to set them down amoung Strict Bap-

tists, and unblushingly takes it upon him to say that
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glorified saints .. ald be astonished and distressed
in view of the spread of Christian Communion prin-
<iples; it seems necessary to stop this fast young
man, (forin charity we must suppose him young,)
and respectfully ask :—

Bu.c how does the Rev. Mr. Norton know that the
Bapust Fathiers of whom ho spenks would be dis-
tressed should they now return to earth and find
among their brethren, who huve succeeded them, a
general departure from strict Baptist principles ? Is it
not just as possible that these Fathers have by this
iime all gone over to the views of Buyyan and Iall,
as that Bunyan and Hall have turned strict Communi-
anists in Heaven? If not just as possible—if Mr.
Nortou is sure that these Fathers were infalably right
in adheringto strict Baptist principles while here, €an
he show they were not equally right in adopting the
name of Strict Baptést?  And should they now return
¢o eavth would they not be astonished and distressed
to find that Mr. Norton and his brethren have dis-
<arded the appellation of ¢ Striet” as having doue
them great injustice, as an obstacle in the way of
their progress? TFurther comment cannot be neces-

ary to establish the necessity of excluding all such
assumptions on either side from the articles fur-
nished for publication in the pages of the * {nion
DBaptist.”  Closuly 1easoned articles always do good,
while gratuitous assumption never fuil to grieve
those whose estimation of & production is of any
value. .

As afurther illustration of thissubject there presents
itself a useless assumption of this kind which nearly
aeutralizes & number of very excellent and brotherly
remarks published in avecent number of the Christuan
Messengyer.  1n speaking of Union Baptists the Editor
observes, “ Many of them are men of tried piety and
extensive benevolence, and if they do not see meet,
as yet, to adopt Regular Baptist Order in the matter of
Communion, we have no wish on that account to be
at war with them in any way.” Thus far, all is
right; and the Editor might, with perfect propriety,
Biave added an expression of hope that his brethren
of the Tnion would soon confess and adopt Regular
Baptist Order; but instead of thisthe Editor hopes
¢hat the brethrea, with whom he would not be at
war in any way, ‘“will be brought to confess and
practice the order of the primitive churches of Christ
as laid down in the New Testament, and illustrated
intheexamples of ckurch observances therein recorded!”
Now, it is really diffiult to see how the good editor
could be vtherwise than aware that, to change the
from * Regular Baplist” order as above was to beg
the whole question at issue between him and his
brethren. That Regular Baptist orderis “primitive,”
80 far as relates to the making welcome of immersed
Christians to the Lords Table is firmly believed by
all the brethren of the Baptist Union’; to this part of
their Regular O.der, no objection is offered, but this
is only a part; the other part which extendsno wel-
come, but expels from the Lords table Christians,
which Regular Bapiists admit to be more worthy of
the name than themselves, is firmly maintained by
many members of the Unioo, to bein perfect antag-
onism, in fact and in spirit, to every conception they
bave been able to form of jrimitive church order,
and absolutely without the shadow of an illustration
in apostolic “ church observances.” All such state-

into childish assumption must, on whatever gido
made, bo carcfully avoided by the * Union Baptist.”
Pure reasoning which ignores dogmatism and al
arrogant pretentions never give oftence, but is wel.
come to cvery lover of truth. Long may the Ty
Buaprist exist 1o give proof of this to the world, Thg
following is its

INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

Tho Canada Baptist Union was first formed in
1843, on the siume basis as the Baptist Union of Eng-
land, but it was given up in 1850, chiefly owing to
the fuct that many brethren, abandoning the former
name and object, had chosen rather to be known ag
the Regular Baptists of Canada, and to act together
on a narrower basis. In 1855, however, the Unjon
was re-constituted by some of those who still ap-
proved of the principles on which it was first founded,
and who felt the need of some arrangement of the
kind to enable all, who might be content to own each
other as Baptists, to co-operate on evangelical prin-
ciples, in promoting important objects. These prin-
ciples and objects are fully set forth m the Constitu.
tion of the Union, which follows this notice, and
which is clear envugh to require no comment. The
Union is designed to bring together, as much as pos-
sible, in fraternal confidence and endeavors after
usefulness, all Baptists of evangelical sentiments, who
may value essentinl unity apart from a rigorous uai-
formity, or without the necessity of sacrificing their
liberty and conscientious views. It is accordingly
precluded from urging the particular sentiments
which distingnish different sections of the Bapuist
family ; and hence though most of the present mem-
bers hold the sentiment of open-communion, the
Union cannot, assuch, agitute that question,inasmuch
us it expressly maintaing the right of each church
“to extend or limit the terms of the communion of
saints at the Lord's table according to its own views”
of divine truth. 1ts object is not to contend about
open or closc cowrmunion, but rather to advocate
that Christian independence and liberty which shall
admit of diversity of views and practlice without the
loss of mutual confidence. With similar principles
and aims the Baptist Union of England was formed
many years ago; and its happy influence in gradu-
ally bringing into closer fellowship different sections
of the denomination was otrikingly manifested at the
last yearly meeting. Why then shall not we in Ca-
nada copy so excellent an example and hope for like
bappy results?  Different sections of other denomi-
nations are seeking earnestly after more union; aud
shall evangelical Baptists cherish no yearnings and
take no steps to secure the same blessed object?
At the late meeting of the Canada Baptist Union,
when interesting reports and historical sketches were
presented, it was found ncedful to issue a small quar-
terly paper, in order to set forth its principles and
aims, and to make its members and friends ac-
quainted with its proceedings, its labours and its
wants. This little periodical will also contain, from
time to time, historical sketches and statistics rela-
tive to all classes of Baptists in Canada, together with
notices of the state and progress of our brethren
throughout the world. At the same time it will
keep in view “the good estate of the whole catholic
church"—the peace and prosperity of the whp\e
Isracl of God. Its message is to carry religious in-
telligence, and not angry discussion, into Baptist
families and circles, that they may be provoked into
love and good works.

The payment of one quarter-of-a-dollar a year for
this little  paper will not be grudged by the friends

ments as that of the Messcrger, 5o clearly resolvable

of Union among Baptists.
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From the Christlan Guandian.,
WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The following abstract from the Report of the
Missionary Committee was read at the recent Anni.
ver.ary of the Society in Exeter Iall Tt givesa
condensed account of the number and state of the
Missions under the Society’s care.

The following is a GryerarL Susmmary of the whole
of the Society’s lubours and ugency :—

1 —Missions under the direction of the Wesleyan
Missionary Committee and British Conference, in
Europe, India, China, South and West Africa, and
the West Indies.

Central Principal Statlons cailed Circuits,
occupied by the Society in various parts

of the Worlduuiiiereeeueiiiennscincisecienne 137
Chbapels and other Preaching Places in

connectinn with the above-mentioned

Central or Principal Stativns, as far as

ascertained ... 820
Ministers and Assistant-Missionaries, in-

cluding two Supernumerarics......eeuen 198
Other puid Agents; as Catechists, Inter-

preters, Duy-School Teachers, &e....... 549
Uupaid Agents, as 5. School Teachers, &c 2,990
Full and accredited Church Members...... 64,999
on trial for Church Membership............ 2,868
Scuolars, deducting for those who attend

both the Day and Sabbath-schools...... 36,602
Printing EstablishmentS..voeevaoieesneans 5

1I.—Other Missions of the Society having also re-
fation to Conference in Ireland, France, Australasia,
Canada, and Eastern British America.

Central or Principal Stations callea Cir-

CRILS .oeveenaees Cererenees ceresinerreiessonseneee 288
Chapels and other Preaching Places...... 2,463
Ministers and Assistant-Missionaries, in-

cluding twenty-four Supernumeraries. 300
Other paid Agents, as Cuiechists, Inter-

preters, Day-school Teachers, &c...... . 308
Unpaid Agents, as S. school Teachers, &c 6,544
Full and accredited Church Members.... 48,471
On trial for Chureh Membership............ 827
Scholars, deducting for those who attend

both the Day and Subbath-schools...... 54,304
Printing Establishments ..oc.ceveennennns

RECAPITULATION, Increase.
Central or Principal Stations called Cir-

CUISereremrsnrensteneruiosssenreonenne 425 47
Chapeis & other Preaching Places 3,283 111
Ministers and Assistant-Mission-

aries, including twenty-six Su-

DETDUMETHTIS < covevrnre vonrrerenean 588 54
Other paid Agents, as Catechists,

Interpreters, Day-School Teach- .

[ T P N 858 20
Uupaid Agents, as Subbath-school

Teachers, &€ vveeveivrnens veveeenses 9,534 330
Full and acgredited Church Mem-

DErS cievvveveireniiianniiianesiennnees 113,470 1,815
On trial for Church Membership... 3,695 ——
Scholars, deducting for those who

attend bothk the Day and Sabbath

BCRO0IS. e vt veruersrecrnesarnsannss 93,006 6,548
Printing Establishments.....eeveene 8§ —

The Rev. Wm. Arthur proceeded to read the Gen-
eral Report, of which we subjoin an abstract :—

Eogore.—The account from Winnenden is short but

.

satisfactory. TFresh openings are presenting thewm-
selves. There are 28 new | reaching places, 11 ad-
ditional local preachers, and an increase of 68 mem-
berg.....Mr. Alton, in writing fromy Gibraltar, noticed
the removal of entire classes with the regiments or-
dered to the seat of war. It was previously well
known to the Committee that & number of Methodist
soldicers were serving in the East, and further infor-
'mation was afforded by the receipt of contributions
from Wesleyans at Balaklava, amounting to £25.
Mr. Batchelor was utimately sent’ out, and the Com-
mittee acknowledged their obligations to the Seeret-
ary of the State for War and the Commanders in the
Ilust for the fucilities afforded to him.

Cevioxn anp CoxtiNenTaL Ispra.—Ths general
state of the Singhalese District, in South Ceylon, was
indicated by an increase of 56 members, with up-
wards of of 400 on trial.....In the Zumid Distriet,
North Ceylon, Mr. Griffith had removed to Madras,
and the charge had developed on Mr, Walton.—Sick
ness and dearness of food had caused s vere trials
of the members at so.ae of the stations, but their re-
signed and Christian behaviour was well reported of.
Pestilence and famine had an unfuvourable influence
upon the Central School at Juffon: the Girls” School
was doing a good work. At Trincomalee some suc-
cees was noticed In the Madras District,the num-
ber of Missionaries had been increased, but without.
increasing the permanent expense. Iu no former
year had the attendance, at Madras, on the word
preached been so large, and the work, considered
generally, afforded reason for thaokfulness and en-
couragement. The schools had also prospered. At
Trichinopoly, the public services were well attended,
and nearly 260 children were brought under the in-
fluence of Christian teaching A review of the
Mysore Disirict supplied ample cause for gratitude:
the members had increased 39 and the sch.'ars 260.
Several heathen adults had been baptized, .nd had
evinced their sincerity. The Native Educational
Institution, in all its departmeuts, continues to pros-
per; the pumber of children is 396. The report of
the Mission press at Bungalore is full of interest:
5,000 copies of the Books of Proverbs and Genesis
have been printed in Canarese, and a new edition of
the New Testament will be soon commenced. .

Omxa.—Messrs. Hutton, Preston, and Smith ar-
rived in Canton last summer, but found much diffi-
culty in obtaining e suitable dwelling,—the popula-
tion at large being adverse to foreigners, and parti-
cularly Engiishmen, restding among them. The re-
port stated :—

¢ At present theﬁbours of all Missionarics, except
Mr. Piercy, are mainly dirccted to the acquisition of
the language—a toilsome but indispensable task—
the only relief to which is the attempt, in conjunction
with others, to distribute the Scriptures and Religi-
ous Tracts. These are generally received with readi~
ness and treated with respect, and the ‘seed of eter-
nal life’ is thus sown broad-cast over particular dis-
tricts in bope thatsooner or later it take root =nd
spring up. Interesting accounts of journeys ur .er-
taken for this purpose during the year have been re-
ceived from three of the brethren, and a specimen of
them is inserted in the *Missionary Notes' for April,
1856......Mr. Piercy has been compelled by the state
of his health to spend a portion of the last year at
Macao. When at Canton he has preachedthree times
aweek, and superintended the Boys' school, which
continues to be well attended. Mrs. Piercy superin-
tends & Girly’ school, which, though attended by but
few children as yet, snswers one very valuable end
in exciling interest on the part of the pavents in the

®
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operations of ¢ the foreigners.’” Thele is some reason
to hope that the teacher in the Boys’ school and the
nurse in Mr. Piercy’s family have become sincere in-
quirers after divine truth, though the Missionaries
have not yet felt justified in admitting them to bap-
tism......Earnest appeals have been repeatedly made
to the Committee to increase the number of Mission-
aries in China; and the expediency of such a pro-
ceeding is urged upon the ground that owing to the
extreme difficulty of acquiring the language it be-
comes necessary that some should be coustantly pre-
paring to take the plece of those who will be quali-
fied for active service. The statistics of Protestant
Missions in China from the commencement to the
present time show that a very lengthened period of
service is the exception, not the rule.  Of thirty-two
Missionaries of vaious denominations who have died
in the work, the average term of service is aboat five
years and & quarter, and it is computed that fully
three years may be deducted from the period of ser-
viceable lubour of every Missionary as time Spent in
learning the language; so that unless the work is to
be placed at o great disadvantage by supplying va-
cancies as they may arise with new and uadisciplin-
ed agents, a reserve of Missionaries should be pro-
vided in order to sustain the present force in efficien-
¢y ; and if that force is to be increased, such a re-
serve will be still more necessary. Under the influ-
ence of these views the Committee have accepted a
donation of five hundred pounds, kindly offered due-
ing the yearby a Member of the Established Church
in Ireland, on condition that two additional labour-
ers should be provided and prepaved for this vast
field. The propii -ty of such a decision has been il-
lustrated by intelligence received under date o' Feb-
ruary 12th, announcing the withdrawal of one of the
Members of the Mission. Mr. Beach hopes to find in
the English Epizcopal Church a wider sphere of use-
fulness, and with that hope, though they cannot be-
lieve it to be well founded, the Committee svmpathise
«vee. By the same advices we learn that Mr. Smith had
quite recovered from an attack of small-pox, and that
Mr. Piercy had returned from Macao © restored to a
good degree of health and vigor” The fraternal
kindness of Dr. ITohson, Medical Missionary of the
London Missionary Society, has been again invarious
" ways extended towards the Missionaries of this Su-
ciety, and is repeatedly adverted to in their commu-
nications. Nor is itless highly appreciated or grate-
fully acknowledged by the Committee......0On the
general subject of increased efforts on behalf of China
Mr. Piercy expresses himse!fas follews: ¢The land
swarms with inhabitants. The Migsionary grroans as
his tearful eye turns to these m®€ses of humanity.
Who shall tell them of redeeming love ?  Who shall
bring near to their mental visioa a crucified Saviour?
Who will respond to the voice of the Lord. *Here
am I, send me?’ Who shall proclaim to these myriads,
perishing like grass, that word ofour God which shall
stand forever? How often his heart throbs heavily
and his eye turns heavenward and homeward for
help! There are bleeding hearts here which would
be oftener 1aid bare to the churches at home but for
the fear that few would practically sympathise with
them, Would that the feelings of the half-fainting
Missionary, as he turns from the sight of these my-
riads of men to plead with God for them were known;
or that he dared to tell those burning thoughts
which from time to time crowd into his mind !”
SovTHERY Arrica.—There had been much to con-
tend with in various parts of the Cape of Good 1ope
District from the depression of trade and disease
among the cattle; but, although the increase of|

members was small, there were pleasing accounts

from many stations of the real advancement of the
good work......The general state =f affuirs in the
lurge and important District of Addbrny and Kuffraria
wus gratifying. A considerable increase of numbers
was reported, and prospects were brightening. Under
thie head of British Kaffraria it was stated—

The report of the printing press, under the super-
intendence of Mr. Appleyard, gives a total of 989«
020 pages, printed in the year, of which the greater
part consists of portions of the Holy Scriptures and
Prayer Books. The printing of the Old Testament
in two volumes, uniform with the New, as revised
and completed last year, i3 an object of great impor-
tance, and will be steadily pursued.—The separate
portions completed this year are the Second Bouk of
Chronicles and the Book of Joh. An edition ofa
thousand copies of 2 volume of Scripture extracts for
the use of schools is also passing through the press.
Nearly six hundred Testaments and hundreds of
other buoxs have been bound in various styles at
this establishment.—IHappily the demand is still
largely in cxcess of the supply, and, in judgment of
Mr. Shaw, measuses should be taken to brinz them
into_correspondence by printing a large editivn of
the Scriptures inthis country.

The accounts given of Keffraria Proper, and also
of Bechuana and the Northern Section and Port Nutal
were satisfactory, presenting signs of gradual im-
provement and presages of future good.

WesTery Arrica.—The year has been marked af
Sierre Leone by much sickness amonyg the Mission-
aries, and an unusual depression of trade, but the
work exhibits many encouraging features, and there
has been some increase in each of the Circuits. Tle
total number reported is 6,000,—showing that the
Society has more than doubled in ten years.......The
ungettled state of the colony of the Gumbio, since the
rebellion in July, and the ill health of Missionaries,
bave interfered with or arrested the progress of the
work, but the artendance of the people on the means
of grace, and their consistency of conduct, afford
much encouragment......The correspondence of the
Missinnaries on the Gold Coast, in dshanti, and in
other parts of Guinea, (in the absence of the regular
minutes,) affords evidence that the most gratifying
success has been vouchsafed. At Cape Coast Cusile
there has been a gracious revival of religivn. The
work is still prospering in Abbe.kuta.

West Isoes.—The state of the Missions in Anti-
gun and Domintea is not such as to afford unmingled
satisfaction. At Montserrat there has bren a small
increase of members. The rteport from St. Kitts is
altogether of a gratifying character. In Demerara
religious services and Missionary meetings had been
interrupted and prevented, by a disturbance caused
by a religious fanatic, who instigated the Creoles
against the Portugnese, but the excitement had sub-
sided In St Vincents and Grenada, difficulties, di-
minutions, and discouragements are reported; the
Church of Rome is making vigorous and counterac-
tive efforts in Trinidad ;—7obago is sharing, with the
other islands, in financial and commercial disadvaa-
tages, and the Socicty in Borbdadoes has slightly de-
clined in numbers. The stations in Jamuica have
been weakened by the deaths, sickness, or absence of
Missionaries, but arrangements are making to rein-
force them. Some pleasing statements were furnishk-
ed from Ilonduras, and also from the Bokama District
The year had been one of trinl to the small socicties
iu St. Domingo, but, with the return of peace, au im-
provement was anticipated. Hayti is in a hopeful
state, and urgently appeals for increased help. .

Mr. Hoole read the next portion of the Keport, in

onr
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which the Committee ndverted briefly to the state of
other Conferences. Referring to the printed report
for details concerning Ireland, they passed to

I'RANCE AND SwiTzERLAND.—We cannot help feeling
that our success has not been equal to our expecta-
tions. Yct we do not hear of any repining or dis-
conrngement ; everywhere, more or less, the Gospel
which we preach is still “the power of God unto
salvation to cvery one that believeth;” while in some
Circuits, more especially as in the Cevennes West, the
Drome, and Lausanne and digle, special manifesta-
tions of Ibe grace of God have cheered the brethren.
and strengthened the conviction that the God of our
fathers is with us as he was with them. The French
Conference occupies Corsica, concerning which the
report is:—Corsica is a station yct in its infancy,
among an Nalian speaking population, from which,
notwithetanding the power of opposing influences,
we have renson to helieve some fruit has alveady
been trausported to the beavenly garner. The work
in Corsica is earried on among the native population,
and the Ttalians of the Peninsula, and the soldiers
going or returning to the Crimeg, by private conver-
sations, visiting in the houses, and distributions of
the Bible and religious books. I have Lefore me the
recital of the conversation by these means ofa young
Belgian soldier, wbo appears by his language to
hive been well educated. Indeed the fields indicated
have not been cultivated in vain, and they hold out
an encouraging prospect for the future. Our field
bas been narrowed by religious liberty having becn
denied us, but a good preparatory work is being car-
ried on, and when the Lord will, ne can give us all
tbfl liberty necessary to profit by the foundations
laid.

AvusTrALASIA AND PoryNEsta.—The second session
of the Australasian Conference has lately been held
iu Melbourne, and councluded its sittings in peace and
mutual love on the Y0th of February last. The Min-
utes were not printed wben the last Mail left, but
from other sources we lear..c that the present number
of members under its care is 21,141, being a net in-
crense of 1,244, with 2,219 on trial.  Of the Vicloria
District the Chairman writes, *“The Census taken in
March, 1854, has recently been made up and publish-
ed, and shows that during the four years last preced-
ing, the number of those who returned themselves as
Wesleyan Methodists had increased from 4,988 to 15-
284, No less than eight Missionaries are now ap-
pointed to the Gold Ficlds. Trom the other Austra-
lian Districts and New Zealand 1o returns have yet
been received. The last advices from the Friendly
Idands came down to the month of October, 1855.
They mention the dangers to which the cause of re-
ligion isexposed from the machinations ofthe French
priests. At the Vevau group there has been a re-
markable revival of religion. The history of the
vast year in relation to Fegiee is full of the deepest
{aterest.

Caxana.—It would be bighly gratifying to present
in detail the condition of the Missions carried on by
the Canada Conference, both in the province, among
tue Indinns and destitute settlers, andin the territory
of the Hudson’s Bay Company. But the limits of this
report will only ullow us to give the general ~apme-
ry. There are now carried on 71 Domestic Missious,
with 98 Missionaries, 20 Indian Missions, with 24
Missionaries, being un increase ot 14 Missions and 30
Missionaries. There are 18 Day-schools and two
large Industrial Training Schools. There are 11,062
white and 1,289 Indian members on the Missions,
being an increase dvring the year of 1,727 members.

The venerable Missionary, Wm. Case, has this year
«xchanged mortality for life.

Towards the conclusion of the Report, the follow-
ing tribute of sflectionate remcmbrance was paid to
the memories of Mr. Crowther and Dr. Beecham:—

Socn after the commencement of this year the
Committee were deprived of one of their highly es-
teemed and beloved members, the Rev. Jonathan
Crowther, whose love to the cause of Missions and
labours on its behalf were commemoruted in & min-
ute of which the following is an extract®—

tJMr, Crowther w.s an able advocate of the Socie-
ty at an early period of its history, and as the Se-
cretary of more than one District Auxiliary, did
much both on the platform and by the press in fur-
therance of its interests. But the most important
and valualle contribution of help was rendered when
he responded to the request of the Comumiitiee in 1837
and placed bis personal services at their disposal, In
the acceptance of that invitation he set a noble ex-
ample of zeal and devotion to duty by forsaking a
sphere in which he was much beloved and honored,
as well as by enduring the perils of shipwreck, and
other dangers and privations which exerdized a per-
manently unfavorable influence on his health, In
the discharge of the important office to which he was
appointed a8 General Superintendent of the Society’s
Missions in India, Mr. Crowther conciliated the warm
affections of his brethren and fully justified the con-
fidence reposed in him by the Committee ; who, while
they lament his removal, and sincercly condole with
his bereaved widow and family, would humbly ac-
knowledge the goodness of God in providing such
nien for the service of his Church, and pray that a
long succession of themwmay be granted to the Me-
thodist Society at home and abroad.”

The Report continues :—

“Within a few days the Society has suffered a
still greater loss in the unexpected removal of one of
the General Secretaries, of which it is difficult, espe-
cially after so brief an interval, to speak in adequate
terms.

“Called to the service of the Society, in the year
1831, in the prime of life, with bis facilities matwed,
and in full vigour, Dr. Beecham spared no Jubour in
acquiring a full and accurate knowledge of its con-
cerns, or in the transaction of its multifarious and
constantly increasing business. Punctual in all his
engagements, and possessing great powers of sus-
tained application, he was enabled to accomplish
tasks which would have overcome many, and by guiet
energy and perseverance to overtake his official
duties, even when the death of two of his colleagues
in one year left him for a time alone in his responsi-
ble office. In the course of years the value of his
services became more and more ‘apparent, as new oc-
casions arose to test bis peculiar powers. A large
number of intricate public questions have received
their solution during the long term of his official
connection with the Society: among which may be
enumerated the Negro Marriage and Education Ques-
tions, the colonization and settlement of New Zealand,
including the much larger question of the treatment
of aboriginal tribes in British colonies, and various
schemes for promcting civilization and Christianity
in Western Africa, including the Niger expedition.
In relation to all' these, and a large number of others,
invoiving the general interests of philanthrophy and
religion, as well as the particular concerns of the
Socicty, Dr. Beechan’s service have been invaluable.
ue was careful to inform bimself correctly before he
committed himeelf to an opinion, quick to discern

the leading points of a question, discriminating in
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his judgment, calm in his temper, but tenacious in
his grasp of great principles; and whether as an ad-
vocate of the right, or a3 an opponent of error and
oppression, was entitled to high respect. Nor wasil
in this publiz manner ulone that his energies were
bestowed for the good of the Society. His corres-
pondence with Missionaries was extensive and labo-
rious, and in order to make it useful be took pains te
make himself acquained with the circumstances and
duties of his correspoudents. So successful was he
in this respect, that & highly esteemed and intelligent
Missionary once declared that he believed Dr. Beech-
am knew his Circuit almost as well as he did. Mis-
sionaries were, during a long period, secustomed to
find & home in his house prior to their departure or
on their return, and were always advantaged by their
saojourn there, and in many cases led to form a strong
personal attachment to their kind friend and adviser
Among thelast, though certainly not among the least
of Dr. Beecham's public and official services to the
Society, the Committee commemorate with pleasure
and gratitude the labour bestowed upon the forma-
tion of several Missions into distinct centres of Con-
nexional operation, each with its Conference. The
French, and Australian, the Canadian, and the East-
ern America.» Missions have thus been re-organized
in the last five years, greatly, as it is hoped and be-
lieved, to the advantage of the common cause of
Christianity ; and in this work Dr. Beecham has
taken the leading part, bestowing upon it his best
energies of body and mind, and exemplifying t. the
last that habitual devotion to duty which has always
characterized his long and useful course. His visit
to America, undertaken twelve montbs since at the
request of the Committee, entailed upon him great
exertions, which were cheerfully made in accordance
with his resolution expressed at the last annual meet-
ing of the Society, and has been attended by the
happiest results.

“Called under such circumstances and with so
little warning to part with a friend and fellow-la-
bourer so highly valued and beloved, the Committee
express their solemn regret for their own and the
Society's loss. They offer the sincerest condolence
to the bereaved family of Dr. Beecham, and com-
mend them to the constant and tender rare of their
heavenly Father. And for themselves they express
their humble hope that each of them, in imitating
the piety, humility, fidelity, and dillgence of the de-
parted, may like him be found waiting for the coming
of their Lord.”

Tavingread the following speech of the Rev.Dr. Wil-
lis, with a very great degree of satisfaction, increased
by the fact that it was pronounced able, and substan-
tially indorsed by the Rev. Dr. Burns, * and well re-
ceived” by the members of Synod generally, before
whom it was recently delivered in London; wmuch
pleasure is felt in reproducing, in the Z'wibune, the
whole of the speech us given in the Globe. The
adoption by the Synod, of the Church property views
of Dr. Willis, giving to them.practical effect in all
subsequent Synodical action, will make the attrac-
tive name of « FREE™ sit gracefully upon the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada to the full extent, atleast,
of all her secular relations, touching the manage-
ment of real estate. Many, very many severe and
crushing blows would have been saved the church
on earth, had she, in all her denominations, ever

acted upon the just, enlightened, and liberal views
of the Rev. Dr. Willis.

The pleasure experienced in the contemplation ot
this subject, would have no drawback, bad the coun-
try full assurance, that views correspoadingly liberal
were entertaincd by Drs. Burns and Willis, in rela.
tion to ths consolodated union of all the Presbyter-
ian Synods of Oanada; they ought to know that
the opinion very generally prevails, that if the union
of the Free and United Preshyterian Churches, isnot
now consummated, as speedily as the requisite steps
can be tuken, it will be mainly owing to their influenco
in the meetings of committee and Synod. This view
of their influence is constantly met by the advocato
of Union, go where he may; and it is found exceed-
ingly difficult to produce a contrary conviction. Being
of the opinion that Drs. Burns and Willis do not cher.
ish the antagonism to union which is attributed to
them, these observations are made in the lLiope of
inducing them to give forth aa utterance on thissub-
ject, as clear gnd definite as that given on the Church
property question, in the following admirable
speech:—

FREE CHURCH SYNOD, 1856.
SPEECH OF THE REV. DR. WILLIS.

On the question of Deacon’s Courts, Dr. Willis
followed: He considered that the principle involved
in such an overture required careful study and re-
vision. He agreed that Deacons were a class of
office-bearers sanctioned by Scripture; yet he was
not clear as to the constitution of Deacon’s Cours.
If it was so clear a matter as some held it to be, how
could they be consistently dispensed with for a single
day? They must immediately require that Boards
of Trustees should be at once discoutinued. It
showed, he thought, some distrust of the high ground
taken in one part of the pleading they had just lis-
tened to, that still it was proposed to be so forbear-
ing meanwhile with those other modes of manage-
ment held to be so secular, so unscriptural, so dan-
geroug. For his part, he thought both Scripture and
the constitution of the Reformed Chureh, as set forth
in the Books of Discipline, were opposed to at least
some points of this new scheme; and he would
show that it tended to a secularizing of the clergy.
and to an intrusion, as inexpedient as it was uncon-
stitutional, into a secular or civil department. The
Bools of Discipline had been referred to, but why
was it not mentioned that these books defined the
duties of the deaconship as done under direction ¢f
Kirk sessions,—the deacons proper being distinguish-
ed from the elders, to whom alone belongs the
authoritative regulation of many questions that wero
now sought to be devolved on them equally as on the
elders, or even more. Now, he would protect the
province both of the deacon and elder; but hesaw
great danger of giving the power over real property,
or the goods of the Church, in the absolute sense, to
officers chosen for life, many of whom, though active
and ugeful, might be cho -enrashly, with too little re-
gard to the magnitude: of the trust; and in many
circumstances being essociated in one court with
elders and ministers, these last would in effect be
managers in secular things. Nothing in the plead-
ing had seemed to him so absurd as the attemptto
prove, that the whole range of the deacon’s office,

and 80, of course, the elder's and minister’s, in their
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capneity of deacons, was spizitual, as opposed to
temporal, There was a comptete confounding here
of the spirituaiity of the office with the spirtutuality
of the matters about which it was conversant, Of
course in one sense all things might be brought un-
der the category of spiritual, if they looked to the
cads and motives. Their common eating and drink-
ing should be in obedience to spiritual ends, but he
urged that it this warrunted a claim in favour of
gpiritual officials to the control of all acts and all
interests of churech members, where would such an
argament end?  lie would easily define the charac-
ter of such a pretension. Why, all things would, on
such a principle, belong to the priesthood. Sir, it is
manifest thut the Church—:he Reformed Church—
always contended for a distinction between the things
seculur of the Church itselt’ and its properly spirittal
things ; and now, applying this to the real property
of & Church, he would maintain that from the very
nature of that part of the trust proposed to be com-
mitted to deacons, it should rather be left in the
hands of the Church in tts large sense or the whole
constituency ot a congregation or denomination, re-
presented by parties directly responsible to ir. Be-
cause Church property was devoted to God, it did
not fullow that it must be viewed as given over for
over into the hands of a mere portion of the Church
—its spiritual officials, They who argued that it
mast, simply on the ground that, being once devoted,
it became & spiritual thing, forgot that this assumed
the very question they were asked to settle and de-
fine. ‘fhe question before them was not whether it
was devoted to God, but, in respect ol human contro}
over it, how far wus it devoted? He, for his part,
would not devote real property to the Church, or its
service; nor would he ask others to devote it in the
sense of leaving it alone to the disposal of ministers
or deacons, many or few. He would reserve it to
every constituency to control, in respect of its best
appropriation to religious uses, their own money or
property. It was a fullacy to hold, because it was
devoted even in the specific sense, and not merely in
the general sense in which all things should be de-
voted to God, that ministers or dencons must hold it.
The every-day collections of a church, of course, he
would leave to such officers to appropriate according
to their wisdom. This wasnecessary; and in giving
their gifts from day to day, the members of the Church
kaew to whose haunds they were committing them.—
They were men in whom they put just confidence.
He was not encouraging any uaworthy jealousy of
officials chosen by the Church itself. But real prop-
erty, the permanent goods of the Church, stood on
an entirely different footing. What did we know of
the character of future officials of the Church ? Was
there to be no security to the donors—to the constit-
uency of a church, in its large sense, for the faithful
and wise management of its property 7—no security
against what the world had so often seen—ecclesias-
tical usurpation, and the engrossment of all power
in spiritual power.  Sir, continued Dr. Willis, this is
an error which has wrought great evil in the past
history of the Church, yes, and of the Reformed
Chucch itself. Wisely did our reforming ancestors
make it almost one of their first objects to separate
from the spiritual charge of ministers, labours and
responsibilities that had been devolved on them un-
dor o wrong and unuatural adjustment of the social
relations.  Ministers had once sat on the very Justi-
ciary Jeneh; they were Lords of Session. The early
Assemblies finally removed the venerable Pont from
~ this position. But there had remained still a great
confusion of the spiritual and temporal in Scotland,
down to & recent period, and not altogether swept

away yet, Ie referred to that abuse of the very doc-
trive of deacons, which might be recognized in the
Scottish Poor Law, and which Dr. Chalmers. by what
he wis happy to see wus now so generally held to bs
o mistuken policy, would have perpciuunted in his
patochial scheme. It was a scheme which confound-
ed the deacon with the magistrate—which assigned
to spirituul funclivnaries a charge essentinlly secular
and so would have given to ministers, as deacons, a
right to decide on the poor man’s bread—the poor
citizen's cluim for aliment—not merely the care of
the Church'’s proper poor, which it is the duty of
spiritual overseers to concern themselves with. Now,
e saw & similar tendency in many of the proposals
of this deaconate countrol of the Churel's goods.—
The former theory bad occasioned much distraction
to ministers, and none were more destrous than Dr,
Chalmers to guard against it. Hence his demand for
nuimerous deacons, whose oversight might be equal
to the supervision ®f the whole territory. But, then,
who could be sure, first, that in every district, men
could be converted ut will—und, secondly, that every
converted man was fit to be a deacon, and a deacon
with capacity, and discretion, and opportunity, to do
what he (Dr. Willis) held that civil ofticers were re-
quired to do? He held it equally imespedicnt to
stretch the theory of deacons’ power to the con-
trol of all ecclesiastical property whatever; and he
was exceedingly doubtful of that arrangement by
which the minister was expected to preside at meet-
ings of deacuns, and congregations also, where all
the temporal affairs of a church werr .0 be canvassed,
He held that it was no real privitege—no real power
—unor likely, in the end, to increase & pastor's legiti- *
mate influence. He would be brought into the arena
of discussion with various parties and opinions, be-
tween which he might find it moie injurivus than
useful to be urbiter. He would not say a minister
should never be preseat, but he maintained that his
influence would not be strengtliened by such a course,
nor should such a responsibility be laid on him.—
However, this was a thing of detail. He was more
anxious to assert great principles. lle wanted to
preserve to all paities—ministers, members, and ad-~
herents of Churches—their relative positions. He
was in favor of right partition of power—jealous for
the suke of the efficiency of the clergy .and other
officials, as well as for thereal liberties of the people.
Illustration had been taken from military arrange-
ments. He saw more relevancy in the analogy thun
the former speaker had admitted. So far as the
principle applied in both departments, that the great-
er office includes the less, he did admit that & Court
of Deucons, composed in part of ministers, would
often, in eftect, be a clerical court. And if this is
not in every respect undesirable, yet, at least, for the
sake of all parties, all occarions of an undue usurp-
ation of power should be avoided. Was it not es-
pecially incumbent on them to remember the distinc-
tion so often made in recent controversies, when it
had been said in remonstrances with the State—
“Leave us our spiritual jurisdiction inviolate, and
by all means we concede to the secular power the
right to deal with secular matters.,” Now, this dis~
tinction remained as well in & Cburch disestublished
asin & Church united to the State. In the latter, it bad
been admitted that the spiritual claim should not be
extended to property, especially veal property. It
had been admitted that the public sentiment—the
general religious sentiment of the community—
should have its effect through secular courts and
agencies. And he would maintain, in correspond-
ence with this, that the whole membership of a de-

nomination—those especially in full communion, but,
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to a certain extent, also adherents consenting to the
principles and supporting the ordinances of a Church,
should be decidedly and liberally recognized in the
disposal of common interests and rights. Ilow nat-
ural would it be, if’ we refuse this, that men should
say of us ccclesiastivs—* Youn conceded those dis-
tinctions when they served your purpose, aud now,

At the meeting in the end of April, the Committee
on making up its list found at its disposal, forly-siz
labourers in all,—sixteen preachers and thirty students,

It is gratifying that so many labourers were avail-

able for supplying the special destitution so lumnenta-
bly prevalent.
we shall be able henceforth to overtake the work

We trust that by the blessing of God

when you find it convenient, you disavow them.”—
The reverend Doctor expressed his hope that Presby-
teries, in considering and minending the overturc now
submitted, would give attention, very seriously, to
these points, on which he could have dilated more
Iis speech, repicte as it was with large
and enlightened views on the subject, was well re-

The Rev. Dr. Burns followed, and expressed his
substantial agrecment with the opinions and argu-
ments gdopted in the able speech of the Rev. Dr.

It was finally agreed to send down the overture to
the Preshyteries, for their consideration, without ex-
pressing cither approbation or disapprobation.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA.
The meeting of Synod recently held in London, is
declared by all parties to have been onc of great in-
God bas been pleased to bless the churches
in their associate efforts in every department of their
labours, and also to give them a happy deliverance

from some of their most pressing causes of solicitude.

It is observed with pleasure that the Rev. Dr.
Burns has reccived from the Synod the appointment
of Professor of History, &c., in Knox's College; and
that measures are taken to enlarge the College edi-

more fully than in former years. For this supply we
are indebted in part to the Churches in Scotlaud ang
Ireland, having received from the former church, four
ministers and three students; and from the latter,
three ministers. A pretty constant correspondence
has Yeen kept up by the Convener of the Committee
with the Rev. Mr. Bonar, and the Rev. Mr. McLure,
Both of these excellent friends hold out the prospects
of a larger supply of labourers than we have hitherto
received. But while we gratefully acknowledge our
obligations to these churches, itis right to notice that
the supply has been mainly from our own College.—
As stated above, thirty of the missionaries are stu-
dents of Knox's College, and of these eight have just
completed their curriculum, and will forthwith bead-
mitted to their probationary trials. Of the students
now employed as catechists or missionaries, some
are at a comparatively early stage of their course,al-
though none have been employed who are not regard.
ed as suitably qualified for.tbe important work. But
the Committee believe that very soon now it will not
be found necessary to press into the service any of
the students except those of the most advanced class,
for, while there are some advantages, there are also
disadvantages affecting the students themselves, con-

nected with their employment as missionaries at an
e

arly stage of their Theological course.
‘The Committee would now advert bricfly to the

condition of each of the Presbyteries beginning in the
East with the Presbytery of Montreal.

In this Pres-

fice to an extent commensurate with the growing im-
portance of the institution.

The following very able report presents a pleasing
view of the Synud’s Home Missionary labours :—

THE HOME MISSION COMMITTEE OF

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIH OF CANADA, FOR THR YEAR
ENDING 31ST MAY, 1856.

The work entrusted to the care and oversight of
your Committee, is one of great cxtent and impor-
tance, and its magnitude is growing from year to
year. Several settlemeuts have taken place within
the bounds of the several Presbyteries, to which
more special reference will be made in course of the
Report. But while these setiuements have tuken
place, lessening at some particular points the spirit-
ual destitution, the pressure of which we have so ex-
tensively experienced, the field calling for wmissivnary
agency is on the whole as large as ever ; indeed, in
conscquence of the advancing settlement of the coun-
try aad the opening of new mission stations, its ex-
:ent has increased rather than diminished. At the
seme time the Committee bave the pleasure of an-
nouncing to the Synod, that at the last meeting of!
the Home Mission Committee, pretty full provision
was made for meeting the existing destitution, at
least much more ample provision than on any former
occasion, the demands of most of the Presbyteries
having being met by the Home Mission Comumittce.
At the meeting of the Committee in the end of Octo-
ber, there were only cighicen missionaries for distri-
bution among all the Presbyteries of the Church.—
These were distributed as equitably as possible, but
thesupply was veryinadequate, five being the largest
number assigned o any Presbytery, while twice that
number would have been a meagre enough supply.—

bytery three ministers have been settled during the
past year, namely Messrs. Crombie, Ilemp, and Ct
rie. There arc at present three vacant Congrega-
tions, viz., Martintown and Williamstown, St. Eus-
tache and Grand Freniere, and Languerre. There
are also three mission stations where the congrega-
tions are fully organized, viz., Lingwick, Kenyon, and
Port Neuf; and four stations requiring supply but
where the congregations are not as yet organized,
viz., Greaville and Harrington, Finch, aud (hatean-
guay Basin.  Six missionuries are at present labour-
tng within the bounds of this Presbytery, supplyicg
these various stations.

2. Presbytery of Brockuille and Oltawa.—In this
Presbytery there are at present three vacant congre-

ations, viz., Brockville, Pembroke and Ldwards-
bargb. There are seven organised ¢ ngrega*ions re-
quiring supply, and one station not yet organised.—
To this Presbytery six missionaries have been as-
signed.

3. Lreshytery of Langston—In this Presbytery there
are three vacant congregations, viz,, Demorestritle,
Melrose 2nd Roslin, and Madoc. Besides thesethere
are two stations in the neighbourbood of Kingston,
viz., Storrington aud Ballinahinch. One settlement

jhas taken place, during the year past, viz,, Nr

Pearce, who succceded Rev. R. F. Buras, as Pastor
of Chalmers’ Church. Three missionaries are labor-
ing withun the bounds of this Presbytery.

4. Presbytery of Cobourg.—In this Presbytery there
bas been one pastoral scttlement during the year,
viz., Mr. Thompson at Trenton and Murry. Theres
at present only one mission fieid, viz., Percy and
Alnwick, where Mr. Tait, Probationer is now labour-
ing.

5. Presbytery of Toronto.—In this Presbytery there
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are now five charges vecant, which formerly enjoyed
a stated ministry, viz., Second Congregation, Turon-
to,—Markibum,~— Whitby,—Brock and Reach,—Cule-
don and Lrin.  These ure all anxious to obtain Pas-
tors. Some of them are now tahing steps for obtain-
ing setticd ministers, aud some, especially the Second
Cungregation, Toronto, huve for sume time beenanx-
iously secking to vbtain a Pastor to watch for their
souls. Besides these Congregations at present va-
cant, there are also congiegations rendy for scttle-
ment at Boston and Miliun,—Mono und Caledun
Eust,~St. Vinceat and Euplirasia, uud we mightper-
baps add 'Nottawasaga and Sunnidales  The tolluw-
inyg stations are also important and require ission-
ary labour, viz:—Cullingwood which is fast becom-
ing & town of importance, from its relation to tbe
tratlic of Lake Nutun and the fur west by the North-
ern Ralroad,— Artgaisia, Medente, Fiws and Orog
Reesor's Corners, Mirkham, and Weston and Lamb-
wn. During the winter most of the places, except
some of the more remote, were supplied by the Stu-
dents of Knox's College.  There mie now labouting,
witkin the bounds of the Presbytery, ten missiona-
ries. No settlements bave taken place in the course
of the year, but several congregations are at present
tuking steps to call ministers.

6. Licsbytery of Ilamilton.—In this Presbytery sev-
eral seuticments have taken place since lust Synod,
viz, Mr. Burns at St. Catherines, Mr. Gillespie, ut
Blenheim, Mr. McLean, at Bast Puslineh, Mr. McIn-
dov, at Welhagton Square and Waterdown, Mr. Mid-
dlemiss, at Biora, and Mr. Craigie, at Port Dever and
Simcoe.  Notwithstanding this large udditivn to the
pumber of settled winisters, there are stiil three or-
ganized congregations destitute of a setded ministry,
viz., Dunuvile, Berlin and Woolwich, and Doon and
New llope, besides fitteen other stations requiring
supply, at most of which there are large congregu-
tigns, and many may be regarded as ripe for seule-
ment. These stativns are the following, vis:—Al-
lansville, Walpoie, Wellesley, Maryborough, Jarvis,
D.1by, Sullivan, West Puslinch, Mount Forest, Dur-
bam, Bentinck, Glenelg, Garafraxa, Normanby, and
Grimsby, A large proportionof these stutivus would
be sel-sustaining under the charge of diligent and
cftivient  lavourers. At the mevting of the Home
Mission Cummittee, eleven missionaries were assign-
¢d to this Presbytery.

Presbytery of Londun.—Within the bounds of this
extensise Presbytery, there have Leen three scitle-
meuts since last meeting of Synod, by Rev. N. Be-
thune at Thamestord, Reve Mr. Fergusson at Lobo,
and Rev. Mr. Gauld at Moore.  Oue of these, the Rev.
N. Bethune has since been translated, as we
have good ground to hope, to the church above, leav-
ing & sorruning congregation, and a bereaved part-
ner.  There ate at presant four vacant cungregations,
wiz., Thamesford, St. Thomas, Fingal, and Plympton.
Besides these, there are at least 27 congregations and
statuns requiring supply, sevinteen of them being
fuily orgumized, viz., Yitbury, Ridgetown, Wallace-
town, Uhwmers’ Church, Yarmwouth, Dorchester,
Westmiustr, Port Burwell, Beachville, Bosanquet,
Dunwich, dt. Mary’s, Mitchedl, Wawaunosh, Huron
and Ashticly, Kincardine, and Bruce, the ten, which
are vot fully organized but many ot them large and
jmportant, ure the 1ollowing: Windsor, Mersea, Wal-
Iweburgh, Wardsville, Komoka, und South Carrodoc,
Eust Zorra, Euniskillen, Mornington, Clinton, Grey
and Morris.  NineMissionaries were assigned to this
Presbytery, 8 number ot fully adequate tor overtak-
ing the work, but sull affording more ample supply
than has ever been afiorded belora.

We have thus gone over the various Presbyteries

of the Church, and from the short sketch which has
been given, it will be seen, that there are at present
56 orgamzed congregations, and 33 stutions, many of
them, however, ready for organiziation and settlement,
while there are are but 16 Preachers and ten stus
dents ready for license.

Your Committee have pleasure in being able to
state that, throughout the church generally, deeper
interest is felt in the Home Missions or the Church,
than was felt and mamiested at one time. In all the
Presbyteries the supply of destitute congregations
and stutrons is lovked upon as a duty of primary im-
portance. Almost every minister gives some portion
of his time to this work, and so fur as we know this
is not grudged by the various congregations. In the
present scarcity of lnbourers, much might be done,
and much is done by the systematic efforts of mem=
bers ot the several Presbyteries.  Missionary meet-
ings are held throughout most of the congregations.
In some quarters these have as yet been only parti-
ally successtul ; but, it is believed their beneficialin~
fluence is very geverally acknowledged.

Your Comnutiee will not ovccupy the time of the
Synod with many suggestions; but, would leave the
matter in the band ot the Synod. There are, how-
cver, two or three things, to which refcience may be
made in & few words.

1. The Committee would put in view of the Synod,
to recummend strongly to the several Presbyteries to
use all diligence in locking after the new stations,
orgamzing them agsoon as possible, and ordaining Il-
ders where it is practuicable.  In some cases loss bas
been sustained by & want of timely attention to these
things. Iudecd, in the larger Presbyteries, it is o
question whetber # general ot travelling Missionary
might not be advantageouely employed in visiting
stations, organizing and dispensing the sealing ordin-
1nees.

2. The Committee wonld suggest to the desirable~
ness of the Synod soon giving its attention to the re-
arrangement of the bounds ot Presbyteries.

3. The Commttee would suggest to the Synod, the
propricty of recommending to Presbyteries to raise
the allowance hitherto given to students cmployed as
missionaries. Ihtherto the allowance has been £25
with board during the summer vacation, The Com-
wittee agree in thinking that £30 would be now little
cnough for the students.  The Commitiee also wonld
suggest to the Synod to recomend to Presbyteries
to uransact with congregations on the one hand, and
with Missionaries on the other, so as to save them
from any loss, aud from bemng placed in anawkward,
and unplexasant posiuon.

4. The Commitiee, adverting to tle circumstance
that at the mceungs of commitee some of the more
distant Pre:byteries are scarcely ever represented,
would suggest that Presbyteries should consider it
their duaty to defray, out of their Home Mission IFund,
or otherwise, the expenses ot those whom they may
depute to appear for them at the mecting of the Com-
mittee, so that every Presbytery may be represented.

5. The Committee recommend that, winle corres-
pondence sbould still be kept up with the view of
obtaining Preachers frum the parent churches, attena
tion should speddally be given to the secking out of
young men for our owa Uoliege, which must be re-
guarded as essentially connected with the right culti-
vation of our Home Mission Freld. With God's bless-
ing, in this institution, and with bis blessing on the
1avors of his servants throughout thechurch, may we
not look for the time, when the wilderness and soli-
tary place shall be glad, and when the desert shall
rejuice and blossom as the rose

W. Rew, Convener.
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TUNION OF PRESBYTERIANS.

Compiled from the proceedings of the Free Church
Synod, as published in-the Globe and Missionary Re-
cord. The action of the U. P. Sy od, on the subject
will will appear in the next Tribune, as & suppliment
to the following :—

Free Church Synod, London, 18tk June, 1856.

Last evening the subject of Union with the United
Presbyterian Church, was bronght up by the Rev.
Mr. Ure of Streetsville, Convener of the Committee
on Union. Mr. Ure, with a few prefaratory remarks,
introduced the Rev. Mr. Skyner, who, along with Mr.
Proudtfuot, had been appointed at the late mecting of
the U. P. Synod, as adeputation to attend the Synod,
of the Free Church.

Mr. S. said, he appeared as one of a deputation
from the U. P. body, to reciprocate the kind and fra-
ternal fechngs expressed by the Free Church towards
that body, and which he was then ready to offer in
his turn on their behalf.  There are very many con-
siderations which might be brought forward to shew
why this friendly intercourse should exist and be
strengthened.  Had they not one Lord, one Faith,
one Baptism, onc God and Fatber of all, who is
above all aud through all and in them all? When
they recognized this truth, should not their minds
he solemnized, and their hearts knit in love and
Chrissian affection to one another? The time had
comie when all portions of the Church which ac-
knowledged Christ as their Head, were called on so
to feel £nd so to act towards each other. We have
godlessness in all forms, and modes of influences on
every hand. Popery is using every means to extend
and consulidate s rapidly increasing power. We
sec men not unwilling to yield to its pretentious
claims—yea our public men ready to cherish them,
men who are unfaithful to Protestantism, to patniut-
ism, to their God. These things, together with the
powerful influcuce of daty, intimate the strung ne-
cessily there exists why they should unite together
and thus offer an unbroken front to the cunning and
puwerful cnemy.  Mr. S. then referred to the spedial
subject of Union. Inthe state of separation, said he,
astate which ever since the events of 1843 he had
hoped to see scon terminated, God had done much
for both churchies. He bad honored them with a
large measure of success. If so, when united and
fellow helpers of each other, might not a still larger
measure of success be fairly anticipated and looked
for? In expressing his kind regards to members of]
that court, he was speaking but the feelings of all his
brethren in the U. P. Syned, who wished both them
and their congregations God speed. Mr. S. conclu.
ded his remarks, which were warmly chieered by the
meeting, by saying that the members of the late Com-
mttee on Union bad been reappointed by the T. P.
Srnod, as it was felt that much might be gained by
not having to go over the same ground a second
time, and as they desired that during each succeed-
ing session, they might bo cnabled to take a step in
advance.

Qn motion of Rev. Mr. Lowry, the Moderator cx-
pressed, in & short but happy specch, the satisfaction
they felt in receiviug the deputation, and in recipro-
cating the feclings of regard which had been con-
veyed to them from the Synod whivh the delegates
represented.  He hoped that the time was not far
distant when a vnion would be effected on just and
righteous principles.

Mr. Ure, as Convener, reported that the Committee
had met on the 4th and 5th June, in Hamilton, and

had ¢ngaged in conferences regarding various points
on which conflicting views were supposed tu be helg,
and on the siate of feeling in the different congrega.
tions. The first day was chiefly spent in devotional
exercises, and in conversativn on those principles
and doctrines which they held in common, while at
the second meeting they took up the questions touch-
ing the duties of the civil Magistrate, regarding
which there prevailed a variety ot opinions. 1le re-
gretted that the report was less satisfuctory than he
could have wished. He would have liked to lay be-
fore the Synod 2 written statement of the views held
by each, as a deliverance of both Committees on the
points,on which variance of views existed. They met,
however, without any reference to past transactions,
and without any desire to make past proceedings the
standard of future action. They met to sec how far
they were united on questions on which they were
supposed to differ.  So fur as@garded certain doc-
trinal points, as for example, Arminianism, on which
the U. P body had been represented as having pecu-
liar views, he (Mr. Ure) could testify to the perfect
agrecment there was on these matters. At the se-
cond conference, the clauses in the Confession of
Faith regarding the duties of the civil agistrate
were discussed, and the views of each in regard to
them elicited. Ilc though that even on these a
common basis of Union could be found. It was felt
that the idea prevailed amongst the U. P. brethren
that the question of endowments had some force in
keeping them apart. Bat it had been made suffici-
ently plain that diversity «f opinion on endowments
might exist consistently with holding by the general
principle that the civil magistrate is be d to con-
sult the Word of God, and to act in his .apacity as
magistrate according to its dictates. They did not
ask the magistrate to step in and hand out funds to
certain favored churches in preference to others,
On this point unanimity of vicws prevailed.  Great
good, he thougut, would flow from such commu-'
nings, and at iue next meeting they would be pre-
pared to place before the Committaes a written slate-
ment of the vigws held by each on these matters, and
if no material difference was found, they would be
delighted to welcome to a union their United Presby-
terian brethren.

REPORT OF UNION COMMITTEE.

The Committee on TUnion beg Lo report to the Sy-
nod that they inet «vith the Union Committee of the
Synod of the United Presbyterian Church within the
McNab Street Chaurch, Hamilton, on the fourth and
fifth days of the current month ; and that they were
engaged during a considerable portion of these two
days in conference with their United Presbyterian
brethren, on various matters, and especially on thoe
points in regard to which conflicting views were be-
lieved to be held by their respective Charches.

At both meetings there were present a pretty full
attendance of the members of the two Committees;
the first sederunt being composed on the side cf the
United Presbyterian Church of Dr. Taylor, Messrs,
Jennings, Ormiston, Thornton, Skinner, Kenncdy,
and Proudfoot, Ministers; and on the party of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, of Messrs. Lowry,
Inglis, Ross, McLaren, Laing, and CUre, Ministers,and
William Heron Elder. One of the gentlemen above
mentioned, named Mr. QOrmiston, was obliged from
circumstances, to be abseat from the second seder-
unt, but, with the exception the members named,
continued their attendance until the close of the pro-
ceeilings.

A considerable part of the time occupied at both

sittings, was speat in devotional exercises: it being
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felt by members of hoth Committees that mucl.x earn-
est and united prayer was specially in place, in con-
nection with their endeavors to discharge the duty
devolved upon them by their respective Synods.

The Conference at first sittivg turned upon a va.
riety of topics, such as the state of .fex'ling on the
rubject of union among the congregations of the tiwo
bodies, and the grand leading doc rines of the gos-
pely which they profess to hold as common. At .th.«
second meeting the question relating to the Civil
Magistrate, formed the special subject of considera-
tion; and after a protractdd, thougl still somewhat
general comparison of views upon this point, the
Committea terminated their proceedings by the
adoption of the following motion :—

«That baving had lengthened conferences together,
io the conducting of which the Committees have
reason to believe that they have enjoyed much of the
presence of the great Headyof the Church, they were
graified to find, that apnit from the question per-
taining to the power, obligation, and duties of the
Civil Magistrate, they arc perfectly at one, on all
the great doctrines luid down in the Westminster
Coofession of Faith. And further, that on the spe-
cal question above referred to, and the points in-
volved in, or connected with it, such as the exclu-
sive Headship of Christ over his Church, individual
liverty of conscience in religious matters, and the
obligation of all men, in all rilations of life, to be
governed by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ,
thers was such a measure ol harmony of sentiment
mavifested as to warrant the hope of its being found
practicuble to frame some declaration on these points,
which might be regarded as mutually satisfactory,
and calculated to prepare the day for a union of the
w0 bodies :—It was, thercfore, agiced to ask their
espective Synods to re-appoint & Committee, to take
additional steps to advance the union of Churches,
B holding so many great principles in common; and.
especiully to propose o declaration, which might af-
terwards be used as a basis of union, in which the
exclusive Headship of Cbrist over his Church, to-
cether with freedom of conscience on one hand, and
se duty of all men to be governed in all their pri-
satcand public relations, by the authority of Christ
iahis word, on the other, may fully be maintained.”
Alt of which is respectfully submstted.

Rozert Unre, Convener.

Mr. Macrexzie moved the adoption of the report,
€ e:d the reappointment of the Committee with the
tilition of the Rev. Dr. Willis.
Rev. D. Fraser scconded the adoption of the re-
irtm an cloquent speech. He said :—The discus-
5o 0f this subject bas on the whole produced a
gwdeffect.  Butit is one to bLe treated with caution
peech, lest by any rashness of the lips we impede
anght cause, or wound the hands and hearts of!
naoy brethren. There is no difference of opinion
Bsnongst us on the statement that union with our
felow Chiristians is desirable ; neither is there any
¢:utroversy among us on the duty and propricty of!
2% lrming union in such directions 2ad such cases, as
=3y easbie us to maintain and transmit inviolate
3 testimony in bebalf of ail the great truths of
God's Word. ~ We do not, in a rigid or bigotted spirit,
mand & uniformity of sentiment on cvery jot and
e within the Cburch—a uniformity which would
2272 no place for the exercise of that brotberly for-
turance and charity, of which we rcad so much in
1t Emstles of Paul.  Yet, while we ask not for a

S -
w2 unfaithful to our Divine Head, to the heritage of]
at Church's history, and to tho best interests of the

land, if we do not maintain to the utmost our faith-
ful witness-hearing to essentinl evangelical truths,
and sound ecclesiastical principles. I rejoice in this
report, in so fur ay it affords a prospect of a union,
wherein the interests of troth and principle may be
conserved and promoted. We receive with nufeign-
ed satisfuction the assurance, that our brethren of
the United Presbyterian Church are lhoroughly at
one with ug on the great doctrines of grace, on the
mighty truth of the Gospel of Christ. Still we are
not prepared, even under the strong desire to mect
brethren, to waive the convictions we have held on
the great truth of the subjection of c¢ivi} magistracy
in its own province, to the authority of the Lord
Jesus Christ in his word. We have cause to believe,
however, that many of our United Presbyterian friends
are as sound on this subject for all practical purpo-
ses a3 we are ourselves, though they may not use
the same phrasevlogy. Mr. Fraser went on to show
that the principle held by the Free Church had been
often confounded in the minds of the United Presby-
terian bre*hren, with the comparatively small ques-
tion of the endowment, by the State of our visible
Church, to the disadvantage of other churches. This
confusion of ideas, however, said he, ishappily passing
away. And when the endowment question, with the
feclings of rivalry and jealousy too often connected
with it, i3 put out of the way, we believe that volun-
taryism, in its extreme form, wiil no lonzer be gen-
dered. Good men will feel that neither the Churcly
unor the State is safe on the extreme voluntary idea,
and that civil society in its legistation and govern-
ment must be suffered to drift loose from the decla-
red word and command of Christ in Scripture T wish,
continued Mr. F., that we should meet those brethren
with frankuess, courtesy and brotherly kindness, not
obstinately and proudly, claiming to teach them, but
wiiling to be taught, and secking muiually to impars
and receive light. 1 would also recommend that
such an_explanation or declaration of sentiment be
prepared as muy form a basis on which a union may
be negotiated and effected. It may be said, conti-
nued Mr. Fraser, that the Confession of Faith is suf-
ficient.  But while we adhere to the Confession, we
do not affirm that every phrase it contains is the best
possible expression. Indeed it would be a very ex-
treme view to hold, that of no part of our Gonfession
can an explanation be reasonably asked of us by
other parties—or with propiety given to them by us.
Ong question remains—should this statement be ne-
gative or positive? I take it that & negation is not
sufficient; we ought 10 have more than 2 declaration
that the civil magistrate is not free from responsi-
bility to Gud. We should state our position in posi-
tive terms, declaring ia wodern and easily intelligi-
ble pbrascology, what we do hold concerning the
subjection and responsibility of the magistrate, in his
own proviace, to the Lord Jesus Christ as king ofthe
nations of the carth. Such a decleration would be
useful, not toour U. P. brethren only but to ourselves
and our people, and to other churches alse. And
let me add, that I the more readily advocate this, as
I feel that the subject referred to i3 not a small but
& very great one, converting and determining the
chicf politico-ecclesiastical question of the day; and
so far from lowering our standard, I belicve we shall
ratber have to rally round it and beighten it. In s
time when the patons are agitated and wretched,
because they bave not knowa their King and God—
and in a time, when the Church is praying earnestly,
that He, whose right it is, would take bis great power
and reign—in such a time, we are not 10 furl, but
tather display our banners, that we may do our duty
in the age that now is, and prepare our children to
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do theirs in the momentary ages that are coming on
‘apace.

Mr. Granay of Tuckersmith spoke warmly and
eloquently in favor of union, and was followed by

Dr. Winuts, who expressed his cordiality in receiv-
ing the delega es, and his pleasure in hearing so
good a testimony borne to the general accordance in
voints of fuith between the two Churches. e be-
ieved that un the headship of Christ over the church.
and the duty of the Church to be in subjection to her
heavenly Master, there was no difference of opinion,
e desired, however, more explicitness on certain
special points, such as the subordination to Christ by
communiues in their associated character. e be-
lieved that all of them would admit that the magis-
trate or ruler is bound to maintain Lis Christian
character even on the bench; but this is not the
point. The Revd. Dr. next referred to the fact that
the question of the vespounsibility of the civil mag-
istrate to God—affects many social questions of great
importance, as for example in the case of the Sab-
vath, the marringe question, national education, &,
and illustrated this trom the workiog of the extreme
voluntary principle in the Northern, and especially
the Southern States.  In Great Britain, as in Cana-
da, this principleas held in a milder degree, but when
carried out to its fullest extent it invoives false and
dangerous practical results, rural laws could not ex-
st were the prinaiples which he advocated 2cted upon.
e was disposed, bowever, to meet bis friends of the
U. P. Churchin a kandly spint, and to act towards
them as & warm hearted brother.

Thereupon it was agreed that the report be re-
ceived, and its recommendations adopted, and’that
the Syuod express the satisfaction and thauhfuluness,
with which 1t bas heard of the meetings of the Com-
mittee of the Lnited Presbyterian Chureh and our
own: tender thanks to the Committee for their dili-
gence, and re-appoint the Committee with the addi-
uon of Dr. Wilis.  The Synod further resulve tosend
a deputation from this Synod, to the next meeting of
the Synod of the United Preshyterian Churcb, leav-
ing thie selection of the members of the Deputation
to the Commiltee on Union just appointed. The
Commiutee on Luion with the U. P. Church, is com-
posed as follows :—Mr. Lowry, Dr. Willis, Dr. Burus.
Messrs. Ure, Laing Russ, McLaren.  Inglis and Dun-
can, Musters; and  Messrs. Heron, Young, and
Fisher, ot Hanulton, Elders; Mr. Ure, Convener.

GERMAN PHILOSOPHY—DEEP OR ONLY DARK.

It hus been zealously instilled in the minds of]
many, that Germany has something far more pro-
found to supply than any thing bitherto extant in our
native hterawure; though what that profeund some-
th:ng is, scems not to be well understood by its ad-
mirers.  They are, most of them, willing to take it
for granted, with an implicit faith, that what seems
such kard thinking must be very accurate and orig-
inul thwkimg alse.  What is abtruse and recondite
they suppose must be abtruse and recondite wisdom,
though, peshaps, 1t is what, if stated in plain English,
they would throw aside as partly trifling truisms, and
partly sturk folly. g

« 1t is « remark that I have heard highly applaugd-
ed, that & dlear idea is generally a Gile idea; for
there are not a few persons who estimate the depth
of thought, as an unskiltul eye would estimate the
depth ot water. Muddy water Is apt to be supposed
deeper than it is, because you cannot see the botiom
very clear water, contrary, will always scem less decp
than it is, both from the well-kaown law of refrac-
top, and also beenuso it is so thoroughly penetrated
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—
by the sight. Men fancy that an idea must have begg
always obvious to every oue, when they find it g
pluiuly piesented to the mind, that every one cag
casily take it in.  An explanation that is perfect
clear, satisfactory, and simple, often causcs the ugs
reflecting to forget that they had needed any explage
ation at all,"— Whateley.

FELLOWSHIP IN PRAYER.

No thougbtful observer can fail to see that meq
who stand together in the same church, and oftey
mingle in the same acts of holy worship havein many
instances no more living relation to one anotherthay
purticles of sand upon the sea shore; indeed spiritugl
communion is a thing go little known or regarded iy
the more popular sections of the church, that the
very idea of it seems in some danger of beiug totally
lost. Could this state of things continue if the
church were fervently prayerful? No. Prayer, iy
the freedom and fulness of more abundant life, would
include the fellowship of believers, and be aceon.
panied with such mauifestations of fraternal love g
would bring joy and strength to many hearts, Chris
tians would then rejoice to carry out the much.
ueglected precept ot church life—*look not every
man on hiz own things, but every man also on the
things of others.” Many a devont man who, though
in the chtirch, now walks to heaven by a solitay’
path, would be claimed by his brethren as a fellow.
traveller, and cheered in his journey by the sweet
society of thogse whom he eXpects to meet in the far-
off home. Lvery one might then lean on his brother
for help, while every one would thankfully endeaver
to *comfort the feebie-minded and support the weak?
thus turning church-membership into a thing of lify
and significance, and blessing.  What happy Sab
baths the churth then might spend with God! how
hallowed and attractive all her seasons of social wa
skip would become, and what a privilege men would
find it to belong to a praying church l— Glendeanings -
“ Praying Church.” '

SPONGING. .

Estates in this place are worth much more tha
they would be in aland without the Gospel. They .
who do nuthing for the support of religion, oughtt -
Le ashamed to sponge out of religious and whole
souled men the security and value which religion
gives their property. The Christian paysa tazts -
support a state of society which i3 a standing army
to keep thieves and robbers from the property of ine
fidels.—Rev. Dr. Lattle, Granville, Ohio. :

Wixos iy TuE NonrtHery MEMISPRERE.-—Professe.
Coffin, of Lafayette College, Pennsylvanis, in @
claborate scientific paper, says that there exist inthe -
Nortliern Hemisphere three great zones of wind, er-,
tending entirely around the carth, modified, and i
some cuses, partially interrupted by the configoratios;
and character of the surfuce. The first of thesels®
the trade wind, near the equator, blowiny, whenun-
interrupted, from northeast to southwest; thirbli-
is interrupted, however, in the Atluntic ocean, nex;
the coast of Africa, upon the Mediterrancan ses sl
also in Barbary by the actions of the Great Deserh
The sceond 15 a belt of westerly wind, nearly 200
miles in breadth, between latitade 35 and 60 notly,!
and encircling the earth, the westerly direction beig.
clearly defined in the midd ¢ of the belt, but grade.
ally disappearing as we apptroact the limitson e!.ti;,et{
side. North of this, there is another systeta of winds;
blowing southwardly, from high northern latitods;!
and gradually inclining toward the west as b mot,;
into a latitude of greater casterly velocity.
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