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ADDRESS BY

10ST WOR. BRO. A. T. FREED

Ai ihf Liiivt'iljiig ol .y MomiiiKMK ciLVicJ In ilu-

B-uioi, Lodge NvJ G K C A F irA M
in ihe Province M OniAiio.

to ihe Lite

Wor. Bro. Capt, Wm. Johnson Kerr

The Vi,(or ,.| Bi-jw D.uil 181 !

At St. Luke's Churchi, Burlington, Ontario

SUNDAY. JUNE 27th, I90<)

/











AJDi^ESS BY MOST WOR BRO. A. T FREED

Hiiiiilay WU8 H (lay that \.il! .iftupv

11 prt>mlnt>nt pluc In the tiltttury uf

itiirlltitftnn lodgr, A.. F. A A.M., It hav-
ing iH-vn marktil by the annual Sit-

mon. In Ht. l.uke'i Anglican vhun-h,
and the unvtlllnfr, l>y OranU Maati-r A.
r. FreeJ, of a monument ertH-tctl liy the

mfmberi of The Marion hidicf of thiM

L-lty, to the mrmory of Wur. Itro. Ctipt.

\\ ilitam Johrmon Kerr, the htT" of thi-

Battle of Beaver Dam In 1813. A Iiitr-

number nf Muuons from the Hl.\. Iti-

cludlng the members or Oodfrey ti'-

Houlllon, KnlRhti ';'em|»lur, nnd u

large representation of the llarton

lodge ' Uended the service und exer-

vlsei.

The- raembefB of the craft aaB^mbleil

at the hall of the Burlington lo(^ge and
marched to St. Liike'a church In the

following order;
Knights Templitr.
Kepr«aen atlvos of Six N'atlon In-

diana.
Visiting brethrtn from Htmllton.

UakTltle, Waterdown, 8ton*y Cre*k,
and Milton.
The Barton lodge.

Burlington lodge.
Uraiid lodge repreaentailves.
Grand Master Freed.
l^ong before the hour set for the ser-

vice, a large congregation had gather-
ed but when Xhe iasons arrived they

flUed the pretty little church. So that

only a few of the outsld-'ru who wish-

ed to were able to get Inside.

"ev. W. F. Ho\e> . rector of the

cr rch, had chorfi.' of thn service, and
the preacher wa* Itcv, Bro. Canon Ab-
bott, rector of rhrittt church ruthediai,

of this city.

Ai a text. Rev. Canon Abbott took

the words: "Then Peter said, silver

and gold have I none; but such as I

have, give I thee, .'.-.i the nam^ of

Jesus Christ of Kazar~ h rise up and
walk" (Acts HI; 67/. He explained the

context of the verse and said that as

-Peter and John were entering the tem-
ple they wer-; accosted and ashed for

ilms. and although they were ptior ns

lio \\\ut ii8t I'll axHiHtdiiir >>t' th<-ri). tlU'>

ifave that which whh li.ttir than
m<iru'y. 'I'hat. Ih<- Mpfuk.i- miid. wiis
nn«* uf till- beiiiillful pUluri M of Ihf
SiTlpturt-M. and th«> story hail Its ap-
plication In every ngf. Ilf pointed out
that th<> hfst ht-lp in lire wan not thai
r^'presfuted by mmu-y. There «rrf. hi'

v^ ;tH pl.>aBrd to kni»\v. the IN tern aitil

I'iiiils of this iiiiy. and they were con-
lUiiiully touc ling the spiritual luitui*-

't men. Thi glftJi bcstowct'. on muii
!>' his felluwmun often made the rich

Miau ft>el that he had nut dotx- all )>>

iinlnK his pocket-book, und alito mudc
tlu- punr man feel that he was not shut
out uf loving charlt
Among t. < thliiKi; which man might

give to his fellow men, and which were
mure valuable than money wen-: Ideas,
representing knowledge; moral Inspir-
ation, which meant new iiotlveii; sym-
pathy, which would tide over disaster,
and religion. Those, he said, were found
m freemasonry, -vhlch, though It

opened tne door ol fancy, was filled

with facts, ana showed emblems of
man's duty to man. No true mason
could be a bad man, for masonry
makea a believer of rhe scoffer; a pure
man of the impure, and a strong man
yt the weak. The community was the
tietter for freemasonry, for It created
purity, manliness. Integrity, sobriety,
and IndustrlousneBs. Its sympathy
lightened the load resulting from disas-
ter, and its religion accepted Christ as
I he Saviour, and the mason who was
irylng to do his diit>' was a power In

Mis nelghbiirhuod.

At the conclusion of the sermon the
itreihren gathered in the grave-yard,
vvhcT'-, In the presence of a vast con-
gregation. Grand Master A. T. Freed
unveiled the monumei.t erected by The
iiarton lodge to Wor. Ei'o, Capt. Wil-
liam Johnson Kerr. Befoie doing so,

however, he expressed his pleasure at

the presence of representatives of the

S'x Nation Indians, whose forefathers

li-ught so valiantly at thf Battle of

Beaver Dam.

MAWlLTOn rJE'-lC Li:



A«Ulrt;MMlriH til.' uMMi-ml ly, Uf >ittl<)

"At uiir r>it llu tilt' nmHlnii of Wii
Ham Johnaoii Kerr. t>t hia wir» uml
hlM fhllilnn. T»ny liav.- rfilut i«««r.-

fully luTf for iiiuny yt-Hri, l<\it im
mt-morlnl Mtnii-' Iioh (ill nov \tctt\

t-ri-ctfil tn U'll Uif iJanHt-r-liy who*.-

ttravt-B thi-iM? iti-r, nor wimt tlwy tiui

who Dccuiiy ilnni. Itn.iiily the iiuni
IxTtt of ttH- liurton ImlKr. No. fl. of

Krf.mBiioiiH »|tMlih-tl to iiiiiik tli<> i*im>i.

iM'ciiutio Cnptiitii Ki-rr \mih ii rn<'ml>i r

iini; imMt niuKltT *>( tliilr lt»lK'-. "*inl '"'

tiiune ho rtnilcrt'il lriM»oitnni wrvif .

tint only to Manoiiry, Ixit to IMh klnu
iind hlR country.
"William Johnioii Km \\u» u nln

llvr of Hlr John Juhnxoii. who took ii

vt-ry iironilni'Ut part <tii ihi' roynl shli

In the war of th> Anii-inan revolution.
Ho marrl*<l n ii|«ti r oi Jotcph Rrant,
and wan, b> llnfaifi' imd hy marrlai'-.
drawn to tli<- defensi' of Ii1.h country
In h*>r hour of dant^ii- At tlu' Wroah-
IriK out of tho wiir •>( ISIJ he wan
Klven command of thi- \varrlnrn of thi-

Hlx N'atluni IndlanH; :iii<l with them
ht< iiartlctpatt'fl In many of tho con-
flicts of that war down to the hatth
of Chlpi>owB. In that l>iittl*> hi< wa»
lukun prlionrr, and riinnhHiI In cap-
tivity till thi' ind of tht' war.

" Tht' Barton lodRo of Frt-fmamniH
\MiH furmt'd III IT!*.'. In 1812, on thr
hreaklng out of the war, many of IIm

niemtwra off*-i.d ihfir mrvkt-a to th.lr
i-ountry, and uwing to tlu-tr obBenci-
and to thi' iiiiMfttlod rondltlon of ttx'

i-. untry, tlit moftlnits of the lodKi'
wero Intfrnipli-d. Wli.-r. tlu- war wiis
over condltlunti Imd changod. Tlf
grand body from which the hulgi.' luul

received ItM warrant had rormtd a
union with tlu- original grand lodge oi'

England, and It was uncertain whether
or not tht' body hud a legal exlstencr
aa a Maaonlc lodgi . Thi- brethren
met; they elected officers; they exer-
elaed all the powers of a Manonlc
lodge, except that thoy refrained from
making Masons. They endeavored to
get a new warrant from the grand
lodge Of Kngland, but there was delny
and aeemlnK neglect on the part of
grand Iodgi> officers. In this emer-
gency Worshipful brother Kerr took
u:> the matter with his accu«tomerl
energy and perseveranee. with thf re-

sult that, In 1844, the m \\ warrant wan
issued, and the Barton ImlRe was num-
bered 733 on the grunt) registry of
England.
"But while the members ot the Bar-

ton lodge are deeply Interested tn the
service of Captain Kerr to their lodge,
Canadians gei.jrally are mure deeply
Interested In hla military service, and
particularly with the cf ifUtjt; at

h< .m r lUiiM. lit nhlth h< i oiiiiiain<lttl

III! Inillui i \\ lio it]<>n>' loiiKht tht

I'Hitle and Hon ihi' \ u r< i>

.

In f\\i the United .4taleit deelitrvd
k^'H agiilMKt Oreut llrltaln. L'ndouht*
<-«ll> the repuhlli had some tjauiie (or
.oinplulnl; but the rviil ot>Jeft of th«
w.ir, openly uvoweil In tht< preKi*, on
lip phi'forni, and In rongrean, was ih**

<Mj..|>i>at <if ('aiiada. (}rea( Hrltidn wah
iit..i»(< 'I In .1 death NlruKKle with Na-

iKiJetHl, an it \\U» believed that xht

would b< i|Ultt- Uaulile to defend he]

VriiiTiean pomhi-hhIoiim ugiilnit thi

.trmb-H, iiuinii<'rli)K half a mlllhin men.
i.iIni'iI l>y till' rtpublle. and hurled
.iMalliot itii Ihin .iiitl Ki'iittered popuia-
itiiUM •>( itii'Mi pri>\iii<'e». Hut the few
1 1 itiiKir tr>M'px in ranada iii!t|ultlud

ih.iniKUi'M nob!) ; the men of ('antda
MpiaiiK to arniH In defenee of their
liMineH and ilifir tlbirtle*: anil the [n-
dlaiiK Kall.inll> mai'iud to the aid ot

till ir white tirt-tlinii. At .Muckhmw, at
l»< trttit. at gueenxtiMi, at Chateuuguay.
at huculle, at titoiie,i t'letk. at Heavel
D.tni, at Lundy's L.iii< . aii<) on many
.iihitlier hard-fouKhi ii< M. the Invaders
weie hurled back, and when, ut tho
trteretusbni of the emperor of IluHla,
''treat Britain granttt) peace tu the re-
publlt . there wax not a Muldler of the
t 'nit id HtateM in t'.unitia, save those
who iangiiUhed In itfi prlaona or rlum-
Ixred lieneatii Itx Kod. The armies of
ilir republic Were I'affk'il and beaten
l>atk, Its treafury w am iiankrnpt, and
ItM naiional flaw liad i'>>[ised to wav.'
•Ml the ocean.
"Among th<' first to take up ainiM

"as William Johnson Kerr. He took
ijoinmaiiil of tiie Indians of the Six
.Xatiuni", and watt nigaged In nearly all

ilie battles along the Niagara frontier.
His chief exploit, however, was the
lefeut of Col. DoiTstler at Beaver Dam,
which led to the surrender of that offl-
irr and his whole rttmmand.
"On the 23rd of June, 1813, Ueut.

i-'itzglbbon, with fifty regular troops,
\vas stationed at DeCew'a house, near
rhe spot at present occupied by tin

power iiouse of tlic Cataract Power
iiiinpuny. Major DeHaren was at St.

I'atharineM. with several hundred men:
"ill. Bli'iiop w.iH at or near Jordan, and
tbiieral Vliutiit wan In command ol"

the district, with headtiuurtcrs at
Hamilton, then known as "Tho Head
of the Lake." <.?aptaln Kerr and his
force of Indians was at the Beaver
I>am, about two mites east of the poil-
tion of Lieut, Kltzgibbon. United States
troops. In strong force, occupied the
w >le of the Niagara frontier, their
headquarters being the town of New-
ark, now Nlagara<on-the-Lake. This
army was too strong to be openly as-
sailed by the meager forces of Oen.
:;V'lfice(^^ 4^l»l detached parties watched

5
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Ihr enoniy'H lltun. tut t*tt liU niarniitl-

inir parllei and kiiv<- him inch unnnj •

IlllCti thllt It WtlB riHnlVl'<l to Utlrlll|<t

t'i'prUulii, Ori<- of th«>ii' wot* ht hr iii'-

i';i|)tiiri' or ili'Mtrui'tliin iif Llrtit l-'ltx-

nM>l»»n"»« c.»mmon«l la Ih-C^'t. »iri th<

•VrilillK nt Jlllif 'Jl ('ill. Itifrxtltr U;ih
iirdiTfil to tiiki- ciimimuiil nf mi ix|n .

illtlonary fnr<f ruriii|iit""H "T tlu- Hih
I'fgular Infuiiirv. »U> <li larhminiM
rrom Mtht-r Inf.intry rfMlm.nlN. n
n(|u ilr"!! uf ni\alry. two ri<-M wHnM.
.in:) .. I'Dinptin.v of Nrw Vni-k inlUthi.

llui whiil.' niinilxrlriK lit-tHc.-n '•»! iiriM

H'Ki rnni. It ^' Int-Tnli'il tli.it rli--

mnvt'ini'iil mIiiii )••> al>Ko1ut<'ly r<' < i'< t

;iMt) til*' iilliu i. ii I'omi'lftt' Kunni'X'.
Thin IMtntl.iii wan fruitriiti-d ttii'<uKh

the litToiin. (if Mrf. Ltiiira riornrd. m Im
iK-cldtMitully leprnrd nf th-* Intfn.l* .1 ;ii-

tiick, nnd \\\u* lUcLTniiruMy nunt hi
u,i ' tliroiiKlt tli>' Um-i of the < pk iny,

l>; WiuhU of InilliiiiH, nmt tiii'<>:iKli

1 iy wotiilH, to aiipi-lm* Lii'iit. |''it/uil>-

l.on of hli (liiMBPr. Tho dory nf t..miii

Secord l»nn h.. n ko w.'ll told l.y Mi-j-.

''urion, hy Wlllliirn KIrhy, itrnl niJitTi',

nnd U lo Willi known to Ciniiu: .iwa

«oncr(iIly. thnt It \\ni1d not 1>. ntMi-ji-

ciiry to r»'p»-.it It hm'. rVfii u.t*' flu'

itme to ciu 10 nt r V dlipoial.
•The t'xinHlltlrtii / roiv« umliT Col.

Uoei^tier left Nli ra toward evening
on the 23rd of le. bivouacked at

Queenjiton that night, and started for

Its objective point early In the mom-
inff of the 24th. When It hnJ arrived
within about two miles of DeCew"« It

w«*i annalled by the Indlnns, u '-r

Oapt. Kerr. Thtu forco wa« comi t

• •t 2»3 warrior* of the Six Nation* i

Caufhns waffoe, and nearly 100 otl

Capt. Kerr wa« In oomamnd of ih-'

wh.'U- force, with John Brunt as hN
ll.-utenint. The ruughnawa^aa \ver--

under command of Capt. DuchaniK-. a

ttallant French-Canaaian, who ai-ttti

•wovt admirably throughout the oii-

Ragoment. One-half of the Indl:ins at-

tacked the enemy In front, while the
other half circled round to the re-ir.

r-o that the United States troops faced
iK)th w"aya and fouaht fn two dlree-

tlona. The Infantry fired at random
into the wi-ods, whence the shots of

the Indians cajiie or where their war-
whoop wa« heard; the dragoons daBhiJ
tflto the thU-k buBh, only to be drlvt-n

back by the wltherhi firo; the artil-

lery thun-dere^J anions .he trees, doii.s

little execution, for the Indians wen'
InvLalble. The tactlca of the Indiuns
were very simple. They would makt-
a desperate attack upon one (luarter
of the enemy's poaltlon; then, with-
drawing, would quickly circle roumd
through the woods, and as desperately
attack from another quarter. Thus.
Col. Boerstl^r was led to N^lloN-e thit

llwtlr iupiiIk-1-.^ w.r.- v.iy gr.-it 'I'll.

iiahl liiMioil iib'xit thrcfl hiMii-«. i^i..L'1-t

tHy thg onfimy hid lu'en foic^d bacH,
till ha ociUplcd u lioll .*, rtlth n «w^rnp
n hta rear, ami the linliui" wfro i-

,' upon hhn from all oth'T »M"», i-

. Miiimindlng i>ffii»»r la.l a niiTiilH-r o,'

hiri oL[it.iliw had ln-"ii .\<>iiii.|.-i| itl»>iit

'.yfl nti'n wiTi) d>;id or W'MirnI'd, tli--

artlllory a m ,,iiniiiMi vm ru irLv •p'-iit.

and the tr-x]'^ wtTf ii'dnrt-d li> a *':at<'

iif terror. v\ li-ii i '"1. HiH-utlU-r r.iUi-l

a riiLK oi" iruco.

'.\t thill iooi:i.>nt M.-if. Flt««lblKin
»t»-(>IH' n Ith ItiM CrtHl-

nd. Ill iklrtc a qulcii

. >y of till' -«itu3tl(«i.

Iciiitrid thin ^nrr»-n-

nplied v^iih.

K.lH

.ipin'in'd uiMjn tl'

I'lny of p-'j-al:'

uiid a.'riirrat''

f-.Mit an ofri '

d.^r uf til*' oiii . A!"!.'

iriu. the d«'!ri.iiid wan
and the whole nf tlu-

^urn-ndfiv I. exii'i't a

fkulkod wff thr-niRh th.-

iai..Ml.

"T.'o inn li pnilMO caniMt li.- glvin
t» t<!t!Ut. l-'it/jribljon for hl« mlrottnt-!--

i;i ('Hiit'alltii; the nuiiibT-i of th'- nun
tinier hJM cuiiiiiand and i>f('nrlnir th
itncoiulltlonal surrender nt a »rrf itl\-

Rupe?"lor force: but it niu^^t n.>t bo for-

aoitcn that the whoio of the fightlnu
.vnfl done by Capt. Kerr's Indians, and
thiit the battle wa.'^ over wh-'n Ijtfiil.

l'"lIZLiil,li.iti npiir.u'.'d Ui>"n llu- nifn.-
" Th fight at noaver Pnm had an

iiiiporlaiit bt^nrtnR upon the result of
ilir war. nnd niutirlally eontrlbot*d
ii> thi- final vktory. To Captain Korr
.lid hl^ tiriivo IndlnnH iiumt b*- Klven
'lu(> miM'd of prulMf. IIIm nanif should
111' ko|it In rem«'mbrniii'.> by nil Con-
itdlnn Mnnonn who love thrlr craft,
on I by all son.-* of Cniuida who lovt

ilitlr country.

"The thunder of th-' Run(4 has t\U-\

11 way, and the liatrvdB und Jtalounb--
":' tht.' last century arf PlIonr.Ml with
It. The citizen nf thr fnlted Htat.v
I'n.'^HCH with Indiffcri'MLc ovt-r I'lcld."

wliere hlH anct'stOfM strovt^ to romiutr
Cniuida. The blu.' wavi'S of Oniarl"
carry only the frclKhtiigr of commerct
nnd th I'lXurlnuH (-airint where tli'n
it . itirhd liostil.' iiavii'H. From tli'>

liiii;ht« ni'ar th<' litavfr l>um one nta>
look down upon cinilInK meadows ati'l

iruitful vineyards, 'with fjolds that
jiromlsG corn and win*.',' Near the scin-

'•f the conflict of which I have spoken
. o.' falling waters generate po- er whiih,
iransmittod to distant to\. ns and
I IticB, gives light to the people and
turns the wheels of busy Industry.
' T^r- old order changeth, giving place
to new," and we no longer fear that
fratricidal strife shall array our
Itrethren of the great republic against

'ii



this fair Dominion. Nevertheiess, it

l3 proper that we should remember
the heroic deeds and the great sacri-

fices of our fathers—what they did
and what they suffered In order that
they might hand down to us a herit-

age of freedom and the dower of em-
pire. Their acts should be inscribed
upon the brightest page c: our his-
tory, and their names fihould be writ-
ten high among the names of those
whom Canadians delight to honor. Not
least among the notable patriots of
those days was William Johnson Kerr.
His patriotism and loyalty Incited him
to lofty deeds, and his victory of
Beaver Dam was material to tht; suc-
cess of the cause for which he staked
his life, and by which we hold the
heritage of this great Dominion.

" As a sllgiit memorial to this bravo
and true man—this sterling patriot
and good Mason—the members of The
Barton lodge have erected this stone;
and, as their representative, I nnw
iinvell it to the world."
As he uttert'd the last words Gran.l

Master Freed untied the cords whlc'..

held the Union Jack, and as It fell to

the ground the beautiful stone watt

exposed to view.
Rev. F. W. Hovey offered prayer,

and the singing of Lead, Kindly Light
and the grand honors to the grand
master brought the exercises to a
close.

The gathering included Lieut -Col.

K. E. W. Moore and Major Robs, repre-
senting the Thirteenth regiment.
Lieut. George V. Taylor of the Fourth
Field Battery, all the masters of the
city Masonic lodges, P.D.D.O.M. Bro.
Dr. McGregor of Waterdown, and
I'.D.D.G.M. Bro. Dr. C. V. Emorj'.
Rt. Wor. Bro. John Hoodless acted

as master of ceremonies.
The stone bore the following inscrip-

tion:
" In memory of Captain William J-

Kerr, the victor of Beaver Dam, June
24, 1S13. W. iM.. The Ba-rton lodj^e.

A., F. and A. M. Erected by .he breth-
ren of the Barton lodge. Hamilton.
Ontario."

HAMILTON p,> 1^.,: .p f ^^ r. .10
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