PRESIDENT SNOWBALL'S ADDRESS

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the first opportunity I have had of thanking you for the honour
you have conferred upon the Province of New Brunswick and upon myself,
by electing me President of this Association.
I regret exceedingly that circumstances prevented me from being present
with you last year, as I was sorry to miss not only the educational advantages
of a meeting of this sort, but also the personal intercourse with other mem-
bers of the Association, for the exchange of idea
On behalf of the Canadian Forestry Association, | welcome all the dele-
gates and other friends, who have met with us on this occasion, and trust
that our meeting will be a most profitable one,
We are favoured by having the privilege of meeting in the Queen City
of Toronto; famed alike for its commercial importance, its well known educa-
tional institutions and its natural beauty. Here we can get in touch with
the business men, who have large interests in our country, and students who
will be the men of the future; and through this contact we should enlarge
the influence of our Association.
As an Association, we have every reason to feel that we have taken no
small part in the awakening of public sentiment regarding forest preserva-
tion, along advanced lines. Largely through the instrumentality of our
Association, the University of Toronto has organized a Faculty of Forestry,
with Dr. Fernow as Dean. In several of our forestry conventions we have
all learned to admire him, and I am satisfied that under his able leadership
this school will be of great value to Canada in supplying her with technically
trained foresters.
In my own Province, too, we have established a Department of Forestry
in the University of New Brunswick, with Professor R. B. Miller, M.A.
M.F., in charge. This step was the outcome of a resolution passed in the
preservation of our forest wealth, asking our Government to make a grant
towards the expense of establishing such a Department in our Prvincial Uni-
University.
Personally, I do not think that any Government should stop with the
establishment of Forestry Schools, but they should also appoint lecturers
to visit the forested portions of the different provinces and give practical
talks on forestry subjects, in language easily understood by those who cannot
attend college, but who are anxious to extend their present knowledge of the
subject. Talks on fire fighting and precautions sgainst fire; on economical
methods of cutting and logging; the building of roads, bridges and dams;
the value of forest cover in regulating stream flow; the advantage of trees
to the farm, methods of raising trees from seed and planting them at the
least cost; how to combat ile, V};N\“ﬂﬁeﬁ. of trees; with 'squ;n- practical instrue-
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ions in Forest Mensuration methods, how thinnings should be made, ete.,
could rely be arranged for A course of a month or six weeks in each sec-
tion would arouse in our people an intelligent interest in the management of
our forest and woodlands and enable them to realize the real value of this
national asset and the tremendous importance of conserving it for all time
to come

I also think that each provinee should have the whole of its wooded area
goue over hy persons properly qualified to run survey lines between each
block; to correctly mup the lakes, rivers, creeks, ridges, roads and other
topographical features. te prepare plans showing the kind and quantity of
timber on each block; to report upon the nature of the soil; and to state what
lands are suitable for farming and what should be retained for timber growth

I'hey might also report what blocks will never produce i timber and
I I

where the thinning out of the timber would bhe an advantage For this
work | would suggest that our University forestry students and their pro-
fessors be employed during the holiday season and that they have associated
with them Crown Land Surveyors, practical Tumbermen and land eruisers
I would also suggest that a geologist and mineralogist accompany each party,
as | am sure that they would gather information of inestimable value to
the several provinces

All over this country we have minerals waiting to be discovered, as for

example, your Cobalt region in Ontario and a mountain of iron in New

Brunswick that might have been a source of wealth years ago and was finally
discovered only by the merest accident

Both the Federal and Provincial Governments should be urged to enact
more strigent laws regarding the setting of forest fires and to appoint per-
manent fire guardians. In my opinion; a fire guardian should be kept on
every ten miles square (i.c., on every 100 square miles) and no person should
be allowed to go upon the public domain without a permit obtained from
the nearest head fire warden. 1In this way the wardens would be in touch
with every one who entered the woods

At the head waters of all the principal streams there should be forest
reserves for the regulation of the water supply and fish weirs should be
maintained to enable the finny tribes to reach their spawning grounds and
perpetuate their species. Where possible, information should be obtained
regarding the water flow of the streams at different seasons and the probable
all year horse power that may be used for industrial purposes,

Last year our President referred to the export of Christmas trees and
suggested that it should be prohibited. In New Brunswick many of the
farmers export small spruce and balsam from their own land and I presume
it is the same in the Province of Quebec.

From one of our New Brunswick papers I quote the following : —

Hopewell Hill, Nov. 16.—**The parties who have been buying up Christ-
mas trees for the American market are loading their cars this week at River-
side, and will start the trecs ag:soojr as possihle:ta the long run to Pennsyl-
vania, where on Christds, Eve:they: will:he lbadad:with Santa’s gifts to Uncle
Sam’s youngsters .,.;'«.].c]i« v n}'..( 1_('\n3 at t.who are able to afford the luxury
of a re: ('hristmns._r'('n;.. *And.thé.pri |:Il.f!'c.:‘?nsidoruhh-, the trees sell-
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ing in the American towns for as high as $10.00 apiec \ quite common
price is $5.00 and few bring less than #2.00. The price p ere 1 t
a bunch, standing, from one to five or more trees making a buncl Fir tree
are selected and range from six to ten feet in height. [t is expected to shiy
ten carloads from here, each ecar carrying about 1,500 trees I'he partie
expected to send away about 90 carloads in all, but they think it doubtful if
they can secure that many."

The question that arises in my mind, is why should we prohibit the

export of small trees and allow those of a larger size to go out of the country

instead of manufacturing them into pulp and paper here and thus leave
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the hands of our own people, and why

I they

should we permit the cutting of small logs on the public domain

would grow larger?

In New Brunswick t s u live question, und our forest preser ion
depends upon a proper solution of it I'he seriousness of the
indicated by the following extract from an editorial in the St Jol N

“THE POLICY FOR NEW BRUNSWICK. It is a pleasant custom of
people in heavily wooded countries, like New Brunswick, to think and speak
of their timber wealth as inexhaustible.  As a matter of fact the accessible
timber lands of this Provinee are about seven million acres in extent.  Allow
ing a fair average of 2,000 feet per acre, this means that New Brunswick
owns to-day about fourteen hillion feet of merchantable timber

“In the United States, in 1906, the total eut of sizeable material was
about forty billion feet, so that the whole of our forest areas would only serve
the present demand of the United States for about four months.”

This question has been discussed at Board of Trade meetings, Manufae-
turers’ Association meetings, and by the Lumbermen, who met at the eall
of the New Brunswick Government in February, 1907, and passed an almost
unanimous resolution, favouring the prohibition of the export of pulpwood
from Canada.

I do not intend discussing it now, nor do 1 think a resolution on the
subject would be advisable in our Association, unless it would be one asking
the Dominion Government to give this subject serious consideration

I'he Americans want our pulpwood to save their ow We want then
mills, not only to increase our industrial employment, but so that they will
have

large investment depending on our forests und thus give them an
interest with us in conserving our forests

Let me quote a few paragraphs from statements made by the International
Paper Company before the Ways and Means Committee in the Tarift hearing
in the United States, which I think fully explains the situation and the
feeling of our American Cousins towards our forest domain. After naming
their various mills and stating where they are situated they go on to say

“In each of these places the Company’s mill is an important factor in
the maintenance of the community and in many of them it is the only pro-
ductive agency, besides indirectly furnishing a market for the outlying farm
distriets. The company employs normally about 7,000 persons at its mills,
besides its operations in the woods. There are thus directly and wholly
dependent upon the wages paid by the company, estimating five persons to
a wage earner, 77,500 people, hesides to a less extent farmers, store-keepers,
manufacturers of supplies and transportation companies Except for its

72163




————

ke co " » sOBts | 00000 act ¢

he 1 | State 00,000 I ( i It Wl he

OX e ( it he | fat in
| ‘
1 1RG99 t f ane. b i r p SO 000 1oy { Der
| (H1 )5 00N ¢ 1] I Cer : o he
her 1 roar other tr ran f its 1 1
es. | f ( r ¢
{ } f }
’ | } t
It | I { { y o ¢ I
( | I
f r We | hat under ar { the fre | ( f
) ( ( | n mat f r plants, and either drive
{ ess 01 to build 1 ( da

helieve that t movement ( da ur of t \ port duty
( I ) l. o h [ rtat ot t ossf
heea not f T und or just pr ) nd we further
helieve that if it should ossf t wi | result } " | v
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One of Cana greatest assets 1s her forest but they are only profit I
ible to her in so far as the \re pi We sympathize with any bona |
de desire on her part t« petuate forests and are willing t« 1thmit |
to any reasonable restrictions in our rations in the Canadian wood
which have that end in view, but Canada has a very great area of timber |
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Canada 1s export £33.500.000 worth of forest pro ot vear and

doubtless eager to inerease her markets for lumber, et nd her exports

thereof Her exports of pulp wood in 1907 amounted to about 5,000,000
It lool neonsistent to sav the least, for her to seek to increase her exports
of lumber generally, and to check the exports of one particular variets

especially as pulp wood is very generally distributed throughout the Domir

hy the United States is comparatively ynifien
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pared with Ca '8 ¢
‘We are therefore foreed to the conclusion that the opposition to export

ing pulpwood is not based on anv gennine apprehension on hehalf of forest pre
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servation. Un the contrary we have conclusive lence in published state

ments of the exponeuts of this policy that the real motive is to hamper the

industry in the United States in order to build it up in ( I'he move

went 1s supported by the Canadian paper and pulp munufactu ( ire

to increase their output and to secure a market for it in the \ n the

United States In other word the wish to with-hold frox the 1

material which we desire, and foree us to ta the 1 wifactured produc
‘Although the Province of Ontario h i wwolithited the ex

0 pwo from the Crown |1 Wl the Pre ce of Quel

inates A\ 1s by charging 25 cer more per cot r stul

wood if it goes to the United States than if manufactured in the Dominior

it seems improbable that either the Canadian people or the Government will

ever sanction so unfriendly and unusual an aet lacing a general proh

bhition or embargo upon the exporting of | pwood

‘It would seem, however, to be only the part of prudence for thi

n We advocate

country to prepare itself should hostile action Ix

therefore, that the countervailing duties provided for in section 393 and 396
should e modelled so as 1o make their wlication mor Vee]
Canada ssive attitude Shounld vour eommitte esire
VIeWS 1more deta how this shonld be done, we shall he glad to sub
mit them,"

[ would alse quote from Dunn’s Bulletin for December 10th, 1908

FORESTS MUST BE PROTECTED.—Those Americans who are con

tending for free trade 1 umber bhetwe Cana and | 1 States,
says the ““Monetary Times,”” do not attempt to hide the fact that they would
denude the Dominion of her forests if they got the chance, and this would
hapy if they were given unrestricted entrance Last week a deputation of
the fic Coast Lumbermen conferred with the Ways and Means Commit

tee at Washington, and Gifford Pinchot, on the Lumber Tarifi
ST

Congress from Missouri, openly stated that free trade, would tend to pre

the course of a lengthy conference Champ Clark, representatiy n

vent devastation of American Forests, and it did not matter if Canada was

denuded of her Ihe Tariff fight in the United States has developed into a
contest between the mill owners of the Pacific Coast and the owners of tim
her, who live south of the houndary, but whose limits lie north. These latter
ee how they ean cut for their own market if given an opportunity and go

through the forest as fast as fire: as they did in the vast areas of Mich
Wisconsin and Minnesota, which were onee wooded Present riches are all
hat are sought and Canada should assist British Columbia to prevent the
uthless eutting of timber.”

I have made these quotations to hring forecibly hefore vour minds the

in,

tue of onr forest product and the necessity for conserving it, and also to
how that the Americans want our wood to save their own
I hope that our discussions will he as profitable as usual and will con-
duce largely to the advantage of Canada, in so far as her forest wealth is
oncerned
The agitation started hy this Association in o small wav has now grown
to great proportions, and if the Association has not done anything more than
waken public opinion in regard to the preservation of our forest, it has per-
formed a great service to this country
“GREAT OAKS FROM LITTLE ACORNS GROW.” —Great credit
due those who dropped the litile ‘acorn in 1900, a we already have a great
free that is spreading its haaches aver the whole Dominion.




In closing 1 cannot do better than quote from 1 dre 1 e by the

Honourable James Wilson before the American Forest Congress held in
Washington in January, 19056

‘1 look for excellent results from the deliberations of this Coungress,
for more light upon vexed questions and for the statement of new and use
ful points of view But above all, 1 hope from our meeting here there wil
vastness of our common interest in the
still

come a complete awakening to the
forest, a wider understanding of the great problem before us, and a
more active and more earnest spirit of co-operation. Unless, you, who repre
sent the business interests of the country take hold and help, forestry car
be nothing but an exotic, a purely Government enterprise, outside our indu
rificant in its influence upon the life of the nation. With

trial life, and ins
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of wood wer can come only

impossible, because a permanent ppl
from the wise use of the forest, and in no other way, and
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a bunch, standing, from one to five or more trees making o buncl Fir trees
are selected and range from six to ten feet in height. It s expected to ship
ten carloads from here, each car carryving about 1,500 trees I'he parties
expected to send away about 90 carloads in all, but they think ot doubttnl if
they can secure that many."’

The question that arises in my mind, is why should we prohibit the
export of small trees and allow those of a larger size to go out of the country
instead of manufacturing them into pulp and paper here and thus leave
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the hands of our own people, and why
should we permit the cutting of small logs on the public domain if they
would grow larger?

In New Brunswick this is a live question, and our forest preservation
depends upon a proper solution of it I'he seriousness of the sitaation
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of the New Brunswick Government in Fehruary, 1907, and passed
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