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Editorial

Living A Full Life

Most people have heard the expression
“To live a full life” or “Get the most out
of life” or “Live your life to the fullest”
or some similar type of expression. They
all mean essentially the same thing, but
it is interesting to watch the various ways
people try to resolve just exactly what
such expressions do mean, or in more
personal terms, the interpretation they
make for themselves of the meaning
behind those words.

You hear the expression “You only have
one life” or “you only live once” and you
watch as many people try, quite literally,
to “..burn the candle at both ends.”
What's more, they live their life as if
“there were no tomorrow” and that
somehow, if something should happen
to end it all, someone or something will
keep the gates of Valhallah ajar until they
can finish crowding in all the living they
intended. They somehow fail to realize
that there is rarely—if ever—enough
time. Many burn themselves out and are
left a wreck to finish off what remains of
the life to be lived. Many of these also
abuse their minds and bodies in terms of
the use of foreign substances to keep
themselves going while they sign that
extra contract, play the extra game,
attend that extra party, achieve that extra
high, have those extra drinks and
perhaps persue another member of the
opposite sex. Certainly there are some
who do not want to slow down their
work habits, or retire altogether, since to
stop working is equated to stop living.

A short while ago my wife and | attended
a musical tribute at the National Arts

Centre titled Elvis: A Musical Celebration,
a very well-presented and entertaining
musical interpretation of Elvis Presley’s
short and perhaps overfull life. Born in
1935, he took to music at an early age,
adopting the black style rhythm and
blues and combining it with white rock-
abilly music with a sort of country
flavour. Perhaps he expressed the
feelings of that day’s younger generation
but undoubtedly, his music entered
society’s consciousness like an exploding
meteor. From the time he began his
career in 1956 until he died in 1977, he
produced 45 records, each of which sold
over a million copies, released 80 singles,
made 33 movies, served a hitch in the
U.S. Army, and altogether, grossed
approximately $4.3 billion. Yet happiness
was not to be. His marriage to Priscilla
Beaulieu in 1967 produced a daughter.
According to one documentary, he loved
his family dearly and expected they
would always be at home in Memphis
waiting for him when he returned from
his movie-making. They weren’t! The
divorce was finalized in 1973. Presley, the
commentator said, had wanted to
achieve lasting stardom with the mes-
sages his movies carried, but they simply
didn't catch on.

In Elvis: A Musical Celebration, the final
message—and the most poignant—was
delivered during the closing scenes of the
presentation, depicting his final days and
his crying out in anguish—I’'m not sure
why—but perhaps for those things he
had missed that to many of us, give
meaning to our lives. He had amassed a
vast fortune, but lost that which was
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most valuable—his family. He enjoyed
fabulous fame, followers in the tens,
perhaps hundreds of millions of people
that persist to this day, yet he had to
sequester himself away periodically to
his Graceland mansion to gain a measure
of privacy from his adoring fans. He gave
a final performance which was, in a way,
also a crying out in a vain attempt to
recapture the glory days. But within a
week, it was his fans who were crying
out in anguish for their idol, who had
given so much, who had driven himself
so hard that he had failed to see and
enjoy some of the finer things in life that
we all seem to take for granted. Presley
was dead at the early age of 42.

Probably most of us could be accused of
the same thing, but we ignore it since our
spotlight is only a flickering candle in
comparison. We confuse money with
being rich, fame with having friends,
when in reality richness and fame come

from the touch of a loved one’s hand, the
closeness of true friends, health to enjoy
a freshening spring rain, a hot summer’s
day, a fresh dusting of snow on a ski
slope, and time to commune privately
with one’s Maker. As Morley Callahan,
the noted Canadian writer said, “Look
around you to those close to you. They
are the ones who will give you the best
clue to who you really are.”

S/Sgt. J.C. Roenspies
Publications Officer

Former Editor of the RCMP Quarterly,
and Publications Officer since 1978,
ex-S/Sgt. J.C. Roenspies retired May
31, 1991. We wish him a long and happy
retirement. — Ed.

CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS

Please ensure that GST
(35¢ per each $5.00) is included
when subscribing or renewing

your subscription.
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Editor's Notes

FORT MCMURRAY HISTORY Through
photographs and memorabilia, members
of Fort McMurray Detachment are
attempting to preserve the authentic
history of the Force in the Fort McMurray
and Waterways detachments region. If
you can assist in this endeavour, please
contact:

Fort McMurray Detachment
425 Gregoire Drive

Fort McMurray, Alberta
T9H 4K7

Tel.: (403) 743-2286
Fax: (403) 743-4186

N

FINGERPRINT BUREAU REUNITED
Leach, Anita Hudon and Paul Cyr. Front row: Freda Merritt, Bob Jones and Becky Coulthart.

FINGERPRINT BUREAU REUNION |In
October, 1990, former and present
members attended their second reunion
in Ottawa. The next reunion will be held
on October 24, 1991, at the Town House
Motor Hotel, 319 Rideau Street, Ottawa.

Anyone interested in attending are asked
to contact Fern Carpenter, Latent Finger-
print Branch, tel.: (613) 998-6383, or write
to her at 1200 Vanier Parkway, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0R2.
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COLLECTING RECIPES Thank you for
your response (see Editor's notes in
Vol. 56 No. 2 of the Spring 1991, issue of
the Quarterly). We have extended our
cookbook deadline to January 15, 1992.
Please submit your favorite recipes to:

Carol Lechky

RR #1, S-3, C-30,
Sicamouse, British Columbia
VOE 2V0

or

Marlyn Schmolke

RR #5, S-2, C-13,
Vernon, British Columbia
V1T 6L8

ERRATA On page 7, Vol. 56 No. 1,
Winter 1991 issue, the article entitled,
Minto Detachment, Yukon Territory, by
ex-Cpl. Gates should have read, by
ex-Cpl. Stuart W. Bates. We apologize
for the error.

* * *

The student of Isle Madame High School
appearing on page 55 of the Spring 1991
issue is Ron Thibeau. We apologize for
any inconvenience this error may have
caused.

In the birth notice and marriage
announcement appearing on pages 45-46
of Vol. 56 No. 2 of the Spring 1991 issue,
Cpl. W.J. Larke’s name was misspelt.
We apologize for the inconvenience.

The following birth notice published on
page 50 of Vol. 56 No. 2, Spring 1991,
should have read: To Reg. No. 35209,
Cst. K.A. Bourlon and her husband, Guy,
a son, Ryan Michael, on January 2, 1987,
at Swift Current, Saskatchewan, and a
daughter, Kelly Janelle, on December 4,
1988, at North Battleford, Saskatchewan.
We apologize for the error.

Retirements published in the Spring 1991
issue of the Quarterly indicated that Reg.
No. 22666, Sgt. A.F. Slade, “B” Division,
as having retired on September 15, 1990,
when in fact, he had passed away. (See
Obituaries, Vol. 56 No. 1, Winter 1991.)
We apologize for any embarrassment
caused by this error.
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Letters to the Editor

CENTENNIAL RIFLE FOR SALE

| have an RCMP .30 calibre Centennial
Rifle with the original box, serial number
6262. Please contact:

Steve Brooks

209-258 McNaughton Avenue East,
Chatham, Ontario

N7L 2G8

Tel.: (619) 351-6186

LOOKING FOR RCMP FOSTER FAMILY

Thirty-nine years ago, Kasper Gorczak of
Wanham, Alberta, stabbed his wife in
Edmonton on New Year's Day, and was
hanged for murder on August 26, 1952.
His son was placed in the care of a foster
family, was later adopted by an American
air force family and raised in Texas.

Now 40-years-old, John Galway had been
searching for his identity for fifteen years
and recently learned of the shocking
news of the murder. He located family

members in Wanham, Grande Prairie,
Camrose, Devon and Innisfail, but is
looking for more pieces of the puzzle,
especially information about the foster
family which cared for him until he was
adopted at age four. He believes he was
cared for by an RCMP family in Edmonton.

The story appeared in the Grande Prairie
Daily Herald-Tribune, on March 18, 1991,
and was picked by the Canadian Press
wire service. Unfortunately, reference to
possible RCMP involvement was deleted
from the story.

Readers recalling details on this matter,
are asked to please contact:

Cst. I.C. Sanderson

Community Policing/Victims
Services Coord.

Box 665 Grande Prairie, Alberta

T8V 3A8

Tel.: (403) 538-5747

Eating his Words While
Police Spit Theirs

A California robbery suspect, who apparently had second thoughts about giving a
confession, wound up eating his own words. The suspect had given a written
statement in confessing to a robbery and routinely returned to his cell. Several
hours later, he said he wanted a soft drink and a chance to correct his statement.
Suspecting nothing, police gave the man the original paper so he could point out
the mistake. Instead, he ripped off the bottom portion bearing his signature, and
ate it, washing it down with the soda pop.

Reprinted from Servamus, October, 1985
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The RCMP Corps Ensign

by Corps Sergeant Major E.B. Young

On Sunday June 2, 1991, an important
occasion in the history of the RCMP
took place at the Training Academy,
Regina, Saskatchewan. His Excellency the
Governor General, the Right Honourable
Raymon J. Hnatyshyn, presented the new
RCMP Corps Ensign to Commissioner
N.D. Inkster. This flag will be a new
symbol of the Force to be proudly
displayed across Canada.

At the same ceremony, Commissioner
Inkster presented divisional ensigns
to the provincial Lieutenant-Governors
and Commissioners of Canada’s two
Territories for presentation to RCMP
Divisions within their respective juris-
dictions. Also displayed were distinctive
ensigns for the Commissioner, Head-
quarters, the Training Academy, and
the Equitation Section, Ottawa. The
Honourable Doug Lewis, Solicitor General
of Canada, was also in attendance.

The presentations were the highlight of
a series of events scheduled to mark this
historical day. At 11:00, the Governor
General, Lieutenant-Governors, Solicitor
General, Commissioner, senior officers of
the Force and invited guests gathered
for an ecumenical church service held at
the Academy Chapel. The official party
was then taken on a guided tour of the
RCMP Museum conducted by Director
Malcolm Wake and his staff, followed by
welcoming ceremonies and an inspection
of the RCMP Squadron by the Governor
General.

The Chief Herald of Canada, Robert D.
Watt, read the proclamation and Governor
General Hnatyshyn signed the Letters
Patent. Following the presentations, a
March Past with the new ensign being
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borne after the fashion of colours ended
a most colourful ceremony.

The Corps Ensign is not the first flag
presented to the RCMP by a Governor
General. On April 13, 1935, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police was presented
with a guidon by His Excellency the
Earl of Bessborough, Governor General
of Canada, at Regina. This distinctive
honour was unique in that a police force
was granted a “Regimental Colour” thus
bringing it into the ranks of proud regi-
ments throughout the British Common-
wealth who possessed battle flags.
Unlike ordinary flags, consecrated
colours are deemed to be sacred and
are always treated with reverence and
respect since they embody the spirit and
the soul of their regiments. They cannot
be used in ordinary situations and are
never flown with other flags.

Over the years, however, there had been
increasing demands for an RCMP flag
which could be used in a variety of
circumstances such as police/community
events and other occasions where the
use of consecrated colours would be
inappropriate. The ever increasing
interest and public requests for such a
flag prompted consideration of a house
flag or banner which would serve these
many uses.

On November 10, 1988, C/S/M Young
prepared a draft outline of a proposal
to the Commissioner to consider the
creation of an RCMP flag or banner which
could be used in a wide variety of ways
and circumstances. The Commissioner
subsequently petitioned the Chief Herald
of Canada to grant such a flag.



At the Chief Herald’s suggestion, a com-
mittee of two, consisting of himself and
C/S/M Young, was formed to oversee or
perform the various activities connected
with the process or researching and
designing a flag, and to make recommen-
dations to the Commissioner of the
RCMP.

In due course, an ensign was selected as
the most appropriate format for the flag
as it would be capable of reflecting the
various provincial divisions of the Force,
including the Academy and the Equita-
tion Section, through the use of “badges”
displayed in the fly. A Commissioner’s
distinguishing flag was also created in
this manner.

The final design utilized the RCMP regi-
mental colours of Royal Blue and Yellow
to form a canton on a field of deep
scarlet—the centre of the canton being
charged with a representation of the
current RCMP regimental badge (granted
by the College of Arms). The various
badges which were granted along with
the ensign are either Argent (silver) or Or

Commissioner

W

Headquarters — Ottawa, Ontario

“A" Division — Ontario

(gold), or a combination of both, may be
displayed to identify the jurisdictions
represented.

The blazon appears in the Letters Patent
as follows: “An ensign Gules bearing a
canton Azure bordered on the interior Or
charged with a representation of the
badge of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, namely within a wreath of maple
leaves, a bison’s head affronty Or
ensigned by a representation of the
Royal Crown; to be referred to hereafter
as the Corps Ensign of the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police.” The blazon also
included a description of all the badges
being assigned and they are depicted in
the illustrations that follow.

Once the Commissioner’s approval was
secured and the official artwork signed
off, it was decided to hold the official
presentation at the RCMP Academy
to take advantage of the presence of
the Governor General of Canada, the
Lieutenant-Governors and Commissioners
of Canada’s two Territories, gathered for
their biennial conference at Regina. The

(...) as the Flag of the Commissioner: The Corps
Ensign of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
bearing in the fly the Commissioner’s Badge of
Rank.

A coronet composed of maple leaves set alter-
nately with horse shoes the points upward on a
rim all Or—the coronet (minor crown) symbolizes
the head of the Force incorporating maple leaves
and horse shoes in the design.

A sword and a key ward upward and outward
ensigned by a maple leaf all Argent—crossed
sword and key; the key symbolizes the function of
protection and security; the sword, strength and
ability to effect this security. The maple leaf
indicates the National Capital Region.

RCMP QUARTERLY



“B"” Division — Newfoundland

“C"” Division — Quebec

“D” Division — Manitoba

“E"” Division — British Columbia

f{"i} 6

ufi@«m‘&

“F"” Division — Saskatchewan

“G"” Division — Northwest Territories

“H"” Division — Nova Scotia
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A caribou passant Or charged at the neck with
a collar of linked crosses Gules—the caribou is
drawn from the Arms of Newfoundland in which
it is the crest of the province. The animal used here
is walking towards the canton and wearing a collar
of red crosses, linked, which is reminiscent of the
cross on the shield of the Arms of Newfoundland.

A cross composed of four fleurs-de-lys base points
all inward Argent—a cross or compass rose is
formed by four stylized fleur-de-lys symbolizing
the “C" Division headquarters span of control and
direction to the four corners of the province. The
fleur-de-lys are reminiscent of the Royal Arms of
France drawn from the Coat of Arms of Canada.

A bison passant Or—the bison is the symbol of
the province of Manitoba and appears in natural
colours in the Arms and flag of that province.

Two bars wavy couped ensigned by a demi-sun
all Or—the sun setting over the water symbolizes
the westernmost part of Canada. These symbols
appear also in the Arms and flag of the province
of British Columbia.

Three garbs fesswise Or—the three sheaves of
golden wheat are a symbol of Saskatchewan and
are drawn also from the Arms of that province.

A polar bear passant Argent—the white polar bear
of the Northwest Territories is a long used symbol
of that portion of Canada, being used on official
stationery, license plates and their second official
flag as well. The polar bear is symbolic of this arctic
region of the world.

A lion rampant Argent armed and langued Azure
and gorged with a collar affixed thereto a saltire
cross also Azure—the lion in a rampant or upright
posture is reminiscent of the Scottish Arms and flag,
being also present in the Arms of the province
of Nova Scotia and that province’'s flag as an
escutcheon. The “H” Division badge utilizes a silver
lion instead of red, and it is differenced with a collar
on which is suspended a blue Cross of St. Andrews.
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“J"” Division — New Brunswick

“K"” Division — Alberta

“L"” Division — Prince Edward Island

“M” Division — Yukon Territory

A%
o

“0" Division — Ontario

@
P

RCMP Academy — Regina, Saskatchewan

A lymphad Or sail Argent charged with a purple
violet Azure flags Argent—the lymphad, a ship
with oars in action, having two towers with flags,
appears in the Arms and flag of the province of
New Brunswick. The ship has been differenced with
the addition of a purple violet, the official flower
of New Brunswick.

A pronghorn antelope salient Or gorged with a
collar of wild roses Gules—the pronghorn
antelope, an animal indigenous to the province of
Alberta, is one of the supporters of the Arms of
Alberta, and has been differenced with a collar of
the Wild Rose of Alberta.

Three bars wavy couped ensigned by an oak tree
fructed all Or—the oak tree bearing acorns,
standing over water symbolizes the island of Prince
Edward Island and is reminiscent of the Arms and
flag of that province.

A husky dog'’s head erased Argent within an orle
of ten bezants—the husky, long associated with
the North and the gold rush, symbolizes the Yukon
Territory. The badge for “M" Division utilizes the
head of a husky in white, and surrounded by a
bezant of gold coins which symbolize the mineral
wealth of the area.

A sprig of three maple leaves conjoined on one
stem Or issuant from a trillium Argent seeded
Or—the two primary symbols of the province of
Ontario, the sprig of maple leaves drawn from the
Arms of that province, and the Trillium, official
flower of Ontario, have been combined to form a
uniquely attractive badge.

Sabres crossed in saltire ensigned by an antique
lamp all Argent—this badge combines crossed
cavalry sabres representative of the Force’s cavalry
lineage and the hard police skills such as drill,
self-defence, weaponry and in general the physical
qualities of speed, strength and agility. This is
surmounted by a lamp of learning which is the
symbol of knowledge and wisdom.

RCMP QUARTERLY



Equitation Section — Ottawa, Ontario

OIC, Training Academy, C/Supt. W.R.
Spring, made the arrangements and
commanded the RCMP Squadron for the
ceremony.

Flying and Displaying the Corps Ensign

The Corps Ensign may be flown within
Canada at all RCMP locations fitted with

(L-R): His Excellency the Governor General,

Commissioner N.D. Inkster and Supt. M.F.
O'Rielly, provincial aide-de-camp to the Governor
General of Canada, showing the Letters Patent.
Photo by c¢/m Liz Kereluk
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Two lances in saltire flying pennons ensigned by
a horse’s head couped all Or—the cavalry lances
crossed represent the traditional practice of carrying
lances in a Musical Ride performance, a long
established custom in the Force. Lances were also
carried “for show” by the leading troop in the
March West to impress the native population.
The lances are surmounted by a heraldic horse’s
head providing the historical link with our cavalry
past.

a second flag pole. In the case of Contract
Divisions, it may be flown with the
national and provincial or territorial flags
if there is a third flag pole. It may not be
flown with the provincial flags in the
provinces of Ontario and Quebec, nor in
the same array of national flags of other
countries with a display of provincial
flags.

The Corps Ensign may be displayed
of a staff in the offices of an assistant
commissioner or higher rank, commanding
officers of Divisions, officers commanding
sub-divisions, or in a detachment’s general
office.

It may also be displayed in connection
with official RCMP events and activities
such as Police Week, band concerts,
ceremonial displays, musical rides and
other similar performances as well in
RCMP messes and regimental functions,
dinners, balls, etc. but not mixed with
other flags.

The Corps Ensign may be used to drape
a casket at a regimental funeral in lieu of
the national flag or the Royal Union Flag,
and may also be used to drape an altar
for divine service or displayed on a staff
in a church or chapel.

Commissioner Inkster hopes that the
Corps Ensign “will act as a constant
reminder to our members of their com-
mitment to serve Canadians and Canada
in the truest traditions of the Force.” ®
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A Case of Mistaken Identity

by Sgt. E.C. Gray, Fredericton, New Brunswick

The following true story is harmless,
yet funny, and it is only fair to share it.
To avoid embarassment, the members
involved are simply referred to as Sgt.
Preston and Cpl. Doright.

When recruit training dropped to an
all-time low in the spring, 1983, the
only excitement at the RCMP Training
Academy in Regina, Saskatchewan, was
the World Curling Championships. Many
in-service courses and seminars were
also held there. The following incident
happened one Sunday when 30 members
converged on the Academy from coast
to coast, to attend one of these courses.

Sgt. Preston and Cpl. Doright had flown
in from the East Coast, with stop-overs
in Toronto, Ontario, and Winnipeg,
Manitoba, and were exhausted when
they climbed into the cab that would take
them to the place they had called home
many years before.

It was almost a ghost-town atmosphere
as the cab pulled up in front of “C" Block.
Preston and Doright unloaded their flight
bags and suitcases on the sidewalk, and
briefcases in hand, registered at the
guard house where they were issued
the usual bedding. As they headed for
“B" Block, it became evident that two
trips would be needed. Quick-thinking
Preston had an idea and said, “There's
bound to be recruits around here to give
us a hand.”

12

The duo noticed two young women in
civilian dress walking briskly past the
Mess, on the sidewalk on the opposite
side of the street.

In the politest, yet sternest of voices,
Preston said “Hey you two, would you
grab these bags and follow us, please!”

The “recruits” struggled with two bags
each around the corner, with Preston
and Doright leading the way. There
was a sigh of relief when Preston said,
“Thank you very much girls. Just drop
these off here on the step; we'll be back
to get to them later.” And with that, he
disappeared inside the building.

Figuring that further explanations were
necessary, Doright turned to the two
standing at attention by the bags.

“As you know, this is the men's barracks,
so you won't have to lug these bags
upstairs. By the way, which troop are
you in?"

With a pretty smile and apparent feeling
of accomplishment, one of the young
women spoke up, with a slight southern
twang, “Oh, no sir! We're tourists from
Wyoming in for the day to visit the
Museum. This is very exciting!”

Oops!
Amid a profusion of “Thank you's”,
Doright scurried up the stairs to find

his pal Preston. [ ]
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Who says the Mounties don't get their Van?

by Cst. J.J.S. Lebel, Ottawa, Ontario

Would you like to own a 1974 Dodge
window van? | would. This is a story
about one. It might break your heart, but
it has a happy ending.

On December 21, 1986, Cpl. Ken Morton
left the Orleans, Ontario, Sportsplex,
where he had been playing squash.
Morton quickly realized that his van was
gone, although he had the keys in his
pocket. He thought it was probably just
some friends playing a trick.

However, after searching around the
Sportsplex, and checking with his wife,
Morton reported the van stolen to Glou-
cester Police. He might never see his
lovely old van again; it would probably
be recovered from the Ottawa River.

A phone call to his insurance company
didn’t cheer him up either. The van was
only worth $600. In addition, there were
Christmas gifts in the van to be sent
to Morton’s family in Manitoba. The
insurance company would send him a
cheque after 30 days if the van wasn't
recovered.

Morton decided to take “the bull by the
horns.” A shift supervisor in Executive/
Diplomatic Protection Section in Ottawa,
he wrote an internal memo to all patrol
officers in his watch, offering a $50-a-day
reward for each shift his van was not
found.

By January 10, 1987, the reward was up
to $600, and still no van. Morton was
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patrolling in downtown Ottawa that day,
travelling north on Kent Street, when he
spotted it. It would have been hard not
to recognize his van with the Kinsmen
stickers in the back window.

Morton watched for 30 seconds and
observed two males, one was seated in
the passenger seat, the other was paying
the gas station attendant. Morton pulled
in and stopped his unmarked police car
in front of the van. Stepping out of the
car, he asked the driver who the van
belonged to. After asking a few more
questions, he arrested the suspect, telling
him he could at least have filled the tank.

Morton then turned the culprit over to
Ottawa Police to lay the charge. Although
he had a long record, the perpetrator
was fined only $250 for possession of
property over $1,000. Theft could be
proven. The passenger was still at large,
because he ran from the scene.

After minor repairs and a thorough
cleaning, Morton retrieved his van and
took it to the office. His nightmare was
over and they're still together.

Author’s note: Few vehicles are recovered
from the six a day stolen in the Ottawa
area, and only one has been recovered
by its owner—Cpl. Morton’s van. [ ]
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The Greeks and the Drugs

by Cpl. J.J.M. Coutu’

In December, 1964, a new file was
opened in the Montréal Drug Section
when an undercover member finally
obtained a small sample of hashish, after
successfully gaining the confidence of
a Greek Canadian, well known in the
Montréal Greek community. According
to this source, the area was flooded with
narcotics, and he could easily obtain a
sample to prove it.

Drug Section members were aware that
the Greek district, in centre town Montréal,
was an active market for illegal drugs,
especially hashish. But these people
were cautious. It was common practice
to undertake important transactions on
verbal agreements only, but it was quite
a different story to do business with an
outsider, especially if that business was
illegal. Up to that point, all attempts to
penetrate the Greek community had
failed.

Being able to recruit this informant was
reassuring; however, when he was told to
go ahead and get a sample, his reaction
was one of caution and typical of the
mistrust that existed vis-a-vis newcomers
to the community. “I said | could get you
a sample” he said, “but | did not say |
would get you one. How do | know you
are not going to arrest me as soon as |
show it to you ?” Eventually, the source
was convinced that he would not be
arrested if he obtained drugs for the

'Now Assistant Commissioner and Director,
RCMP Drug Enforcement
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police. Later that day, he handed over a
piece of hashish, obtained free of charge
from a Greek friend of his.

The transaction confirmed once again the
availability of drugs in the Greek district
but the question of how to infiltrate the
community in order to get at the source
still remained. The informant was well
known in the community and would not
consider doing anything that might make
him look suspicious to his friends.
The idea of introducing an undercover
member was completely out of the
question to him.

However, he did agree to identify his
supplier who was immediately placed
under surveillance and thoroughly inves-
tigated. He was found to be involved in
stolen goods, gambling, as well as other
illegal activities, but nothing that could
directly tie him with drugs.

In order to introduce an undercover
member, an all-out effort was made to
develop other Greek informants, in what
had become a long, nevertheless success-
ful task, with no less that five sources of
acceptable value being recruited between
December, 1964, and the end of 1966.
As a result, a wealth of information
was obtained on a wide range of illegal
activities within the Greek community,
including the identification of several
illegal immigrants; but the traffic of
narcotics could still not be penetrated.

Finally, after two years of efforts and
much convincing, one of the sources
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agreed to introduce a member of the
Force to his contacts. Needless to say,
the member who would undertake this
undercover operation had to be chosen
carefully, as such an opportunity would
not present itself again in a long time.
Because most of the conversations
would be in Greek, the agent had to be
fluent in Greek—previous attempts to
penetrate this community by non-Greek-
speaking members had failed. It was
essential that he be able to understand
as much as possible of what would be
said.

Finding a member who could speak the
language and perform well undercover
left very little room to manoeuver. In
fact, there were only two members who
spoke Greek in the Force, and one of
them clearly did not fit the circumstances.
The obvious choice, short of going out-
side Canada, was the other member who
fortunately had previous undercover
experience.

Much to his credit, the undercover
member? was surprisingly well accepted
in the Greek community. He called himself
“Georgios” and assumed the role of
a courier from Toronto. With a list of
suspects as targets, Georgios began
frequenting local Greek night clubs,
where he cultivated some friends and
made himself known as a courier.

One of the suspects he managed to
become acquainted with was Georges
Drakopoulos, a 63-year-old immigrant,
working as a dishwasher at his son’s
pizzeria. Several evidence purchases of
hashish were made from him, although
he proved to be a most difficult person
to deal with—he would agree to sell a
given amount of hashish but would

?Insp. Chris Samson (retired)
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deliver a lesser amount and of a much
lower quality than promised.

On September 12, 1966, Drakopoulos
told Georgios he had an excellent deal for
him, which would compensate for earlier
shortages of hashish he had supplied. A
rendez-vous inside the Drakopoulos
pizzeria was arranged for the following
day.

Drug Section members learned that
Drakopoulos owned farms outside the
city on which he was growing marijuana.
He had no car and they believed he
would ask Georgios to drive him there
to harvest the crops. He would pay in
marijuana—probably of the same poor
quality he delivered previously. Plans
were made accordingly.

To everyone's surprise, Georgios was not
asked to go to the country; instead,
Drakopoulos gave him a small package
and asked him if he had connections to
sell this kind of “stuff.” The “stuff”
turned to be 83.4% pure heroin. Georgios
accepted the sample, explaining that
although his friends were only interested
in hashish, he would enquire about the
heroin.

A few days later, Georgios told Drako-
poulos that a friend of his “back-man”
was indeed interested and if Drakopoulos
had more of the same quality stuff, he
would buy one ounce.

It was now becoming obvious that the
Drakopoulos syndicate had certain
connections and that large amounts of
money would be involved. As a safety
precaution, and to support the evidence,
an attempt was made to introduce a
second member to work with Georgios.
A member of the Montréal Criminal
Investigations Branch acted the part.
He was to be a friend of Georgios’
“back-man”, who dealt in heroin, but
was unknown to Georgios.



Because of Drakopoulos’ suspicious
nature, it was almost certain that he
would refuse to meet this new person if
offered. Instead, the second member
simply came to the next rendez-vous
along with Georgios, unannounced.

When Drakopoulos saw that Georgios
had brought a friend, he was so upset he
almost passed out. He hid in the back of
the restaurant, away from the two agents
and refused to even speak to Georgios.
The latter tried to bring him to the
washroom but to no avail. Finally, after
about 10 minutes, Drakopoulos signalled
Georgios to go down to the basement,
alone. At that point he exploded. “Why
did you bring your friend to my place,
showing me to him? | know he is a
“gangster”. | have been to Chicago,
Detroit and New York, and | have seen
gangsters, and now you bring one to see
me. | don’t want to see you again.”

After cooling down, Drakopoulos finally
agreed to sell Georgios an ounce of
heroin, on condition that his “gangster”
friend not be present. The asking price
was $1,700 an ounce. When told that
the “back-man” only had $1,000 with
him, Drakopoulos agreed to collect the
remaining $700 at a later date. The
next meet was set for the morning of
September 17. When Georgios arrived,
Drakopoulos told him to drive around the
block, which was done, while the place
was kept under surveillance. A taxi was
then observed delivering something to
Drakopoulos in Georgios’ absence.

Throughout these transactions, Drako-
poulos, being a cautious man, was always
very careful in handling both narcotics
and money; on this particular occasion,
he even produced a piece of paper and
asked Georgios to wrap the money in it.
None of his fingerprints were ever found
on any of the evidence.

Back at the RCMP offices, the heroin
from this transaction was weighed and
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found to be only 3/4 of an ounce,
although it was 83% pure. Georgios still
owed Drakopoulos $700 and he told him
that his “back-man” would never pay him
the balance unless the missing 1/4 ounce
of heroin was produced. Drakopoulos
gave his assurance the missing lot would
be supplied at the next transaction. By
this time, it was obvious Drakopoulos
was acting for someone else and was not
the top man in the syndicate.

At a meeting with the old Greek one
Saturday morning, Georgios was able to
see a telephone number on a piece of
paper that he was holding while making
a reference to his “contact.” Georgios
memorized the number, and later relayed
it to the office. An immediate check
revealed that it was an unlisted number
for Charalambos Venetsianopoulos, the
taxi driver previously observed passing
the cache of heroin over to Drakopoulos.
From that time, Venetsianopoulos was
kept under surveillance.

Drakopoulos expected to receive ten
more kilos of heroin and 20 pounds of
pure black hashish from Lebanon in
approximately two weeks. This shipment
was awaited with anxiety and excuses
were made by Georgios to delay any
future transactions until it arrived. Since
Georgios had to keep in touch with
Drakopoulos not to arouse any suspicion,
he told him that his “back-man” was
satisfied with the quality of the heroin
and that he would soon come back to
Montréal to buy ten pounds. Drakopoulos
said the “stuff” was available at $25,000
per pound. After some bargaining, the
price was reduced to $15,000.

At that point, Drakopoulos was still afraid
of Georgio’s “gangster” friends and
proposed the following plan: he would
deliver the ten pounds of heroin and 20
pounds of hashish, but in three separate
transactions the same evening, so that
not too much money was involved at the
same time.
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For the first transaction, $45,000 in cash
was required, plus the $700 already
owed. The next meeting was set for
September 27. However, due to the large
ammount of money he would have to
carry, Georgios told Drakopoulos that his
“back-man” would have to follow him
with the balance of the money, and
Georgios would be accompanied by his
own supplier. The old Greek agreed.

At 9:00 p.m. on September 27, Georgios
drove to Drakopoulos’s restaurant,
followed closely by his “back-man”, this
time another member of the Montréal
Drug Section. The old man came to
Georgios’ car, checked the $45,700
and told him he had better send his
“gangster” friends out of the district,
and that the transaction would not take
place that night. It is believed he had
seen three suspicious-looking men? near
the restaurant, and was obviously too
nervous to go through with the deal.

Meanwhile, the surveillance team follow-
ing Venetsianopoulos’ taxi had observed
him carefully patrolling the district,
accompanied by a 1965 blue convertible
Ford, a 1958 blue Chevrolet and a
Volkswagen owned by Drakopoulos’s
son. When the deal was finally called off,
the cars were followed to the Greek
district, where a small blue flight bag was
passed from one car to another. There
was little doubt that the bag contained
the heroin which was to have been used
in the transaction.

When Georgios got in touch with Drako-
poulos the next morning, the old man
was sick in bed, the excitement of the
previous night having been too much for
him. Georgios told him his “back-man”
was getting nervous with all this cash
and wanted to return to Toronto. Drako-

S & | — Security and Intelligence Branch
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poulos insisted that the “back-man”
stay to complete the deal, which he said
would take place at 1:00 p.m. the
following day, directly from his house.

Shortly before that time, Georgios called
the old Greek again to confirm the
arrangement, only to be told Drakopoulos
was sure the police knew about the deal,
because he had seen them watching the
house. This time he was afraid of the
police, not the “gangsters.” When
Georgios went to see him, he did notice
two men near the old Greek'’s residence,
although they had nothing to do with the
Force. Georgios agreed that these men
were indeed suspicious, but told
Drakopoulos he would not inform his
“back-man” because it would certainly
mean the end of the deal. The old man
seemed to appreciate these comments,
but once again the transaction was
postponed.

During most of this investigation, the
taxi, the Ford convertible and the blue
Chevrolet were continuously kept under
surveillance. Although appropriate loca-
tions had been rented as observation
posts, surveillance proved most difficult,
with the chances of being detected
constantly increasing. After so many
unsuccessful attempts to complete the
transactions, anxiety was growing to
break the case before the Greeks realized
they were being watched.

In order to alleviate Drakopoulos’ suspi-
cion that the police were after him, a
setup was arranged whereby an RCMP
member was arrested near Drakopoulos’
residence, located in the heart of the
Greek community. The assistance of the
Service de police de la communauté
urbaine de Montréal (SPCUM) was
obtained for that purpose, and the arrest
was made amidst great commotion.
Approximately two hours after the arrest,
Georgios again called Drakopoulos, who
was now satisfied that the police were
not there for him. He proposed that the
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transaction take place that night, in the
lane running behind the house.

At 8:30 p.m., Georgios drove through the
lane and parked his car near the rear
entrance of the Drakopoulos residence.
His “back-man” drove behind and waited.
Georgios opened a door that led towards
the back of the house, and found the
familiar-looking blue flight bag in a
garbage can as told he would. He opened
it and found the heroin. He barely had
time to perform a field test on it when
suddenly, Drakopoulos appeared from
nowhere. He took the bag and showed
the heroin to Georgios. Meanwhile, the
“back-man” gave a radio signal to the
other members to proceed with the
arrest of all suspects.

When apprehended, Drakopoulos obvi-
ously could not believe that Georgios
was a member of the Force, but when
convinced of this by two other members
of the arresting party, he collapsed.
He was immediately taken to hospital but
was later released in the custody of the
Force.

In the meantime, one of the suspects in
the blue Chevrolet and one of his friends

close-by were arrested. At about the
same time, Venetsianopoulos was located
in the vicinity and also apprehended, as
was the driver of the Ford, who was
found at his residence by a search party.

This raid and subsequent searches
resulted in the arrest of eight persons, the
seizure of over four pounds of heroin and
hashish, and marijuana plants.

Georges Drakopoulos was sentenced to
three months for possession of hashish.
He subsequently pleaded guilty to four
charges of trafficking in narcotics, for
which he received a sentence of two
years for each of the first three charges,
and six years for the fourth charge, all to
be served concurrently. When these sen-
tences were handed down, consideration
was given to the accused’s poor health
and old age, and the fact that he would
be deported after serving his sentence.
Other suspects connected with the
syndicate were also charged with various
drug-related offences and conspiracy.

This case was successfully concluded
after more than two years of investigation
fraught with risk to undercover agents,
and after an unprecedented number of
setbacks and apparent dead ends. More
importantly, the Greek community had
finally been successfully penetrated. ®

The Defense Rests

A drugs trial in Newcastle Crown Court, England, had to be abandonned when the
defence lawyer sniffed the evidence. Mr. Glen Cartland was overcome by the fumes
from the bag of cannabis and asked the judge for a 15-minute adjournment so that

he could recover.

Reprinted from Servamus, September, 1985
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Howdy,

partner!

No, this wasn’t prairie issue dress of the
Force back in the Wild West days, nor
was it a hulaskirt, issued by a contingent
of Musical Ride members prior to their
departure for Hawaii. It's Reg. No. 7678,
ex-Cst. Norwood Carley, who joined the

Force on May 16, 1919, at Toronto,
Ontario.

Ex-Cpl. K.R. Ohly of Richmond, British
Columbia, helped us with the background
information on this unusual photograph.
It was taken by Mr. “Milt” Holtzman on
the Neudorf, Saskatchewan, main street,
circa 1920. A detachment of the Force
had been opened there for the short
period of time that the town was a divi-
sional centre for the growing Canadian
Pacific Railway. Neudorf was quite a
bustling railroad town in those days, and
Mr. Holtzman, an amateur photographer,
recorded much of the early Canadian
frontier life of the time.

Cst. Carley is standing on the boardwalk
just in front of Kuss’ General Store. The
sheepskin chaps were a new arrival to
the store at the time, and Carley put them
on over his uniform pants as a lark. With
his hat at a jaunty angle, his jacket collar
casually opened, and a cigarette dangling
from his lips, he struck a pose for
Holtzman's camera. We had no comment
on Carley’s gauntlets, but can assure you
they were not “issue.” [ |

Gnome Nonsense

An identity parade of 16 stolen garden gnomes rescued from student pranksters
is being set up in Cornwall, England, so police can find out which gnome belongs

to whom.
Reprinted from Servamus September, 1985
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Getting Lost Pays Off!

by S/Sgt. R.B. Scott

The town of Stewiacke, Nova Scotia, is
a small rural hamlet situated just off
Highway 102, between Halifax and Truro.
At approximately 11:30, on the evening
of April 4, 1985, a complaint was received
by members of the local RCMP detach-
ment that the Colonel Sanders Kentucky
Fried Chicken outlet was in the process
of being robbed by two men. Although
the duty members were not that far
away from the scene, the suspects had
departed with a considerable amount
of cash by the time they got there.
According to witnesses, the perpetrators
headed north on Highway 102 towards
Truro in a car with a defective taillight
and no rear licence plate.

Descriptions of the suspects and their
vehicle were immediately given out to
all neighbouring detachments, highway
patrols and municipal police forces, to
no avail. Enquiries led investigators to
Dartmouth, Halifax and Lower Sackville,
where similar eating establishments had
been robbed. A number of suspects
surfaced, but no concrete evidence
connected any of them to the Stewiacke
robbery.

Even though the suspects were masked,
an employee of the Stewiacke fried
chicken establishment who had witnessed
the robbery thought that he would be
able to recognize the vehicle and identify
one of the perpetrators because of his
long wavy blond hair. An investigator
travelled to the metro area with the
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witness to review “mug” books held by
Halifax and Dartmouth City Police Forces.
Unfortunately, the witness was unable to
make any positive identification.

Both the investigator and the witness
were unfamiliar with the city of Dartmouth
and became lost. Trying to orientate
themselves, they stopped at a stop sign
while a vehicle similar to the one used
by the suspected robbers in Stewiacke
approached from the opposite direction.
As the two cars passed each other, the
witness observed the driver and identified
him as bearing an excellent resemblance
to one of the robbery suspects. The
licence plate number was recorded but
by the time the police car turned around
to give chase, the vehicle had become
lost in traffic. The registration number of
the vehicle was traced to a residence in
Dartmouth and with the cooperation of
Dartmouth City Police, the suspect was
quickly identified and apprehended. The
identity of his accomplice was established
and warned statements were obtained
admitting to the Stewiacke robbery and
two others.

Because of their age, the perpetrators
were classified as Young Offenders.
They both came from good homes, had
no criminal records and were certainly
not under suspicion for armed robbery.
It is unlikely that they would ever have
been apprehended had the investigator
and witness not become lost. B
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RCMP Goes Hollywood

by Sgt. J.P.M. Bélanger

It conjures images of the Rocky Moun-
tains, wilderness, and Nelson Eddy
paddling along the clear blue waters of
a gently flowing river as he serenades
Jeanette MacDonald on a bright moonlit
night in “Rose Marie.”

Enough of the romantic Hollywood image;
on crime-time television, Mounties are
being portrayed with much more realism.
In fact, contrary to the saying “They
always get their man”, it is because they
have not been able to, that the Force
agreed to participate in crime-time
television.

In 1988, the RCMP was invited to partici-
pate in one of the American crime-time
television shows. Because the program
was new and its benefits unproven, the
Force declined the invitation. However, as
crime-time television grew in popularity,
and its success rate became known,
several members, eager to have some of
their more serious unsolved cases
profiled, sought direction from Head-
quarters. Commissioner Norman D.
Inkster approved new policy in April,
1990, based on the recommendations of
a team of senior members from Public
Affairs Directorate and Federal Policing
Branch who had travelled on a fact-
finding trip to meet with the FBI in
Washington, the Los Angeles Police
Department, and the producers of two of
the most popular crime-time television
shows, “America’s Most Wanted” and
“Unsolved Mysteries.” (I fail to under-
stand why anyone would want to travel
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to California on a fact-finding trip during
winter!)

Under the new policy, detachments
wishing to have a case featured must
observe strict guidelines, such as
ensuring all conventional methods of
investigation have been exhausted;
they must consult prosecuting counsel
whenever appropriate and ensure infor-
mation is released in a lawful manner.
They must also consult interested law
enforcement agencies and inform the
victim or immediate family members of
the possibility the case may be reenacted
on television.

In June, 1990, the first RCMP case was
submitted and accepted by “America’s
Most Wanted”, one of the more success-
ful crime-time television programs.
Mr. Jack Breslin, Director of Publicity for
“America’'s Most Wanted” confirmed
that 138 fugitives of 317 profiled on the
show had been captured as a direct
result of tips received following the
show. Of these, 11 were captured in
Canada. Another 60 of those profiled
were in custody by other means. Quite
a success rate. The show's appeal is the
strong identification with and sympathy
the viewers have for the victims.

The first RCMP case featured an individual
who had escaped from the Elbow Lake
Security Institution at Harrison Mills,
British Columbia, on November 6, 1988.
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He had been serving a life sentence, with
no eligibility for parole for ten years, for
the murder of a fellow inmate while
serving a previous 25-year sentence for
the attempted murder of RCMP Corporal
C.C. (Calvin) Mosher at Florenceville,
New Brunswick.

As NCO in charge of Public Affairs
Directorate’s Media Relations Section, |
was tasked with coordinating the Force's
participation in the production. The
assistance of Cpl. Phil Campbell, “J” Divi-
sion Drug Awareness Coordinator, was
quickly enlisted because filming was
going to be done on location in New
Brunswick. Local talent was found by
Ms. Janet Clark, a casting agent in
Fredericton, and the film crew came
from Halifax. Only the producer, Mr. Cord
Keller, associate producer Mr. John
Gillard and one cameraman were from
the United States.

With the assistance of Sgt. Len O’Halloran,
NCO i/c Florenceville Detachment, June
28 was spent visiting the various filming
locations, including the actual site of
Corporal Mosher's attempted murder.
We also took the time to meet with the
director to discuss any special assistance
he might require. The RCMP’s role con-
sisted of providing uniforms for actors,
the use of marked police vehicles (PVs)
for shooting (in one scene, literally, as it
called for the windows of the PV to be
shot out). A member of Florenceville
Highway Patrol, Cst. Rob Fullerton,
sacrificed his long weekend off to help
out with traffic control and doubled as a
stunt driver for a few of the more difficult
scenes. (I gained much respect for
highway patrol members as a result of
being in the car with him for some of the
stunts.) A member accompanied the
crew in a marked car for every scene
in which the actor playing the part of
Cpl. Mosher was required to drive. In
addition, Mosher was flown in to be
interviewed.
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iSELS 4
Actor Troy Cloney (L), and Cpl. Cal Mosher.
Photo by Sgt. J.P.M. Bélanger

Filming took four days and required
considerable assistance from the RCMP.
Most days started for us at around
7:30 a.m. and continued on until late
evening, including one night shoot, which
started at about 10:00 p.m., and lasted
until 3:00 a.m., following a full day’s
shoot. As the RCMP was portrayed in
several scenes, our members were
required to remain on the set to assist
with traffic control, temporary closure of
roads and to ensure proper use of police
material. Safety considerations were also
a concern, as firearms were used in
several scenes.

Members of Florenceville Detachment
were helpful in arranging for the use of
some sites and for locating props at the
last minute, including a last-minute
replacement for the 1970-vintage car
which had been located by the producers
for the show, but broke down the first
morning of shooting.

S/Sgt. Randy Hilderbrandt of Air Services
Directorate showed he had the “right
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Sgt. Len O’Halloran (Top, L) and producer, actors, cameramen, stuntmen and rest of the crew in action.
Photos by Sgt. J.P.M. Bélanger

stuff” when he flew his RCMP Long
Ranger helicopter, C-GMPT from
Fredericton for a brief scene, immediately
after transporting three critically injured
people to hospital from the scene of a
serious motor vehicle accident, just west
of Mactaquac. Randy had flown a mother
to a trauma centre in Saint John and her
daughter and a passenger from a second
vehicle to Fredericton General Hospital.
As poor weather conditions and heavy
traffic did not allow ambulances to get
to the scene fast enough, Randy can be
credited for saving some lives.

On July 27, Mr. John Walsh, the popular
television series host, came to Ottawa to
complete filming for the show. The
RCMP Musical Ride, the changing of the
guard and the Parliament buildings were
a fitting backdrop for this first Canadian
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episode. The program was aired on July
29 across North America, and within
minutes, several tips were phoned in
on “America’s Most Wanted” 1-800
number, positively identifying the where-
abouts of the fugitive. A member of the
RCMP was on hand in Washington the
night of the broadcast, to verify the tips.
The FBI in the state of Washington
immediately followed up on the tips
and confirmed the fugitive had been in
Seattle but had left that same evening.

Several days later, tired and frightened,
the fugitive decided to return to Canada,
turning himself in to Correctional Services.
It was later learned that he had seen
himself portrayed on “America’s Most
Wanted” and had gone on the run before
the FBI could locate him.

23



Commissioner N.D. Inkster making presentation
to “America’s Most Wanted” host, John Walsh.
Photo by C/M Dave Henderson, HQ Video Production Section

| found dealing with the production
company and all those involved, a very
positive experience. The staff were
professional and showed real concern for
the victims, taking much care to portray
individuals involved, and the incidents, as
realistically as possible. | give credit to
“America’'s Most Wanted” for giving
young Canadian actors the opportunity
to participate, and for hiring so many
Canadians for their crew. The cost to the
Force was minimal, as all production
costs were borne by the production
company, but the benefits to Canada and
to the Force were immense. In the case
of major crimes, where all avenues of
investigation have been used to no
avail, members of the RCMP and other
Canadian police forces should seriously
consider using crime-time television; we
tried it and it works. B

How's that again?
by Supt. S.H. Ginther

Back in 1987, | was involved in an
exchange of correspondence with a
Headquarters Directorate that | found
very amusing. The following excerpts
may be of interest to Quarterly readers.

From “O"” Division criticizing a HQ Bulletin:

“[...] itis poorly structured and worded.
Someone wants to impress someone
with technical buzz words.”
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From HQ responding:

“[...] we are sorry to learn that your
perception is that we are merely ‘trying
to impress someone with technical buzz
words.” In practice, we are involved in a
constant initiative to eliminate pretentious
esoteric terminology and we take care to
demystify the growing output of [...]"

We rest our case. @
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So, You Like to Cut Trees?

by Cpl. G.J. Davidson, Fort MacMurray, Alberta

Late on a cold December night, a young
man went out on the prowl, saw in
hand—the object of his search being a
Christmas tree, in particular a Scotch
Pine. Thinking he could best acquire his
ideal at a commercial tree farm, he
knocked on the door of a local nursery.
The proprietor of the business stated
flatly that such a tree was not available...
especially at that late hour of the night.

Undaunted, the young man left the office
and squeezed through a narrow opening
in the nursery fence to seek the perfect
Christmas tree. Perturbed by the intruder’s

insistence, the owner telephoned the
local RCMP detachment and complained
to Cst. Tom “Teddy Bear” Nelson.

When “Teddy Bear” arrived at the scene,
the young man was walking down the
street, frustrated at being unable to find
“his” tree, and having just discarded his
saw in the snow at the approach of the
police car.

The trial took place in February, where
the young man was found guilty of
attempted theft. The judge pondered his
sentencing before deciding that the
accused would serve 30 days... cutting
trees at the local bush camp. o

Book Reviews

POLICE DOGS IN NORTH AMERICA

by Samuel G. Chapman, Professor,
University of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla-
homa. Published by Charles C. Thomas,
2600 South First Street, Springfield,
lllinois—1990. $41.75 U.S.

This book is an updated version of facts
and figures of Professor Chapman’s
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earlier publication (1979) and a good
resource book dealing with the history of
dogs in law enforcement.

Although the book deals mostly with
police K-9s in the United States, there is
a 38-page section on police service dogs
in Canada. Some chapters deal with the
implementation of K-9 sections in various
police forces throughout North America
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and why some of them were discon-
tinued. Professor Chapman covers the
different uses of Police Service Dogs and
explains specialty dogs (narcotics and
explosive detection). He also mentions
the uses for multi-trained dogs.

In the latter part, the book deals with the
planning, organization and operation of
police dog services. Professor Chapman
discusses the advantages and disadvan-
tages of police dog services and how
such programs should be run.

The book deals mainly with the history
and background of police dogs in North
America but it also provides good insight
into the future of police dog usage.

reviewed by Sgt. J.A. Brown,
Trainer, RCMP Police Dog Service,
Innisfail, Alberta

THE WAY IT WAS—FIFTY YEARS OF
RCMP MEMORIES

Have you ever said to yourself, “Some-
day, I'm going to write a book about my
experiences in the Force?” Well, a group
of RCMP veterans, some of their wives
and a couple of civilians put their collec-
tive heads together and did just that.
The result was a book entitled, The Way
It Was—50 Years of RCMP Memories.

The driving force behind this ambitious
project was a committee of RCMP
veterans from Victoria Division. They
laboured long and hard, and it was only
through their dedication to this venture
that this book was finally published. This
compendia of light-hearted and humorous
vignettes and anecdotes encompasses
fiftty years in the RCMP, from 1923 to
1973. This, as anyone who has served in
the Force during this period can attest,
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was an era of dramatic evolution for both
the RCMP and Canada.

The authors take the reader on a light-
hearted romp down memory lane,
hopping from one division to another
across the Force, beginning, appropriately
enough, with Depot. Life during this half-
century unfolds through various accounts
depicting the lighter side of life at the
Force's training academy.

The stories flow along in this vein,
moving from division to division, detach-
ment to detachment, all across the Force,
throughout the rest of the book. Some of
the accounts are whimsical and witty,
while others betray a more sensitive side
of life in the Force; but, all are well-
written and highly entertaining.

Members who served primarily at smaller,
more intimate detachments may identify
more readily with the subject matter of
these vignettes and even feel a few
twinges of nostalgia. Notwithstanding this
however, | feel that all employees of the
Force, serving and retired, or anyone with
a keen interest in the history and lore
of the RCMP, will find this material
fascinating and illuminating reading.

Anyone interested in acquiring a copy of
this book can do so from their nearest
chapter of the RCMP Veterans’ Associa-
tion. If this is not convenient, a copy may
be ordered, at a cost of $15.95, from the
following address:

Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Veterans’ Association
Victoria Division
Book Project
940 San Raphael Crescent
Victoria, B.C.

V8N 2H5

reviewed by M.V. Thompson
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University Graduates

<« In May, 1990, Reg. No. 31796, Cpl. B.A. Busson,
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) from
the University of British Columbia.
Photo by Evangelos Photography Ltd., Vancouver, B.C.

On December 2, 1990, Reg. No. 26203, Sgt. P.L. p
Doucette, graduated from Carleton University in
Ottawa, with a Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring

in Sociology.

Photo by Jostens Photography, Ottawa, Ontario

<« In May, 1991, Reg. No. 39731, Cst. L.D. Krayenhoff
graduated with a Master of Public Management
from the University of Alberta in Edmonton.
Photo by Goertz Studios, Edmonton, Alberta
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