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At a general meeting of the Bible Society of Upper Can-"
ada, held here this day— | A
His Excellency, Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieut. ‘Govers+
nor of the Province, iin the Chair." o
After an appropriate Prayer, the Report was read by the!
Rev. Doctor Strachan, ) "
“ In presenting @b ‘anfiual Report of their proceedings te*
the Society, I have miich gratification injstating, that,jt has'
been marked by an‘in@t8ased call for the Holy Scrip
and this not, only among recent, butllikewise among the fi
settlers. . ‘Butithe stock of Bibles and New Testaments g
hand beinggdimited,  rendered it necessary to,be caufious:
the distribution, more  especially as great numbefs '
who were able to purchase. Some, whensthey Tow
. they:could not procure the Bible gratis,were ind
a small part, olP the price; and therefore:all that hav
given in donations, have been, it iipresumed, issued
ciously, ‘The amnount soldis Two _hundre
ten Bibles and New ', Testal be
. riogthe last year'; which ‘makes 4|
| '+ Saciewy since ils commencemernit, iy
That a greater pumber was distribu
arises notifrom a falling off in tharde for it has greatl
incfeased, butfidi’a more careful disel imination in sele
ing praper objects, and especially {rom thie aglive exert
of the Diocesan’€ommittee for promoting Christian knov
ledge, which distributed Bi%les and New Testaments as we
as Prayer books, and consequently supplied mag woule
have otherwise applied to this institution. . 4
“ The Committee appointed by this Soéi
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kThe Committee therefore beg tobie! i charged from any
ther consideratiob of the subject, with thiselosing remark,

 religion ; and that it will be impossible to tame the
; p,igtof the Indiansdwithout collecting them in socies
| ties, and'making them feel theycomfort of afixed ‘habitation ;
Lwhich can only be done by placing a zealous Missionary or
t Missionaries among them 3 .matters which come more pro-
Sperlyunder the cognizance of .the. Committee for promoting
" Christian Knowledge than under this Society.

~ “In this new country, the distribution of the sacred Scrip-
E tures, is attended with the happiest effects On going inta
he woods, the new seltlers are separatetl from one another,
L andleftina dismal solitude ; they feel thetelore more strong;
ly. impressed. than-usual with religioustruths, and are more
irectly called upon to confide in theiprotection of a super-

t their thoughts ;° for amidst the solitude and gloom
ham, they can have. no hope of assistancefrom man;
dependance is upon God, Indeed the very nature
Abonrs; which bring them hourly into dgnger, forces

d serious meditation ; and their frequent mira-
scapes from the falling oz'btrees, continually remind
that they are leftitg the- protection of Heaven; and
a.spirit of devotion mBtugally arises in their breasts,
iging by themselves,and insulated as it were from the rest

‘the world, they, feel théir relationship to the ruler of the
niverse in a ‘manper.which perhaps they never before expe-
enced, and which caanot be done away. . At such times,
ading and meditating upen the Scriptures, strengthen the
Donds which connect-us with heaven and one another,

“1uis pleag'_ug to remagk thatghe religious characier of the
rovince, becomes daily more interesting: Churches are
building and the desire for Christian instruction greatly in-

Agreasing - |
. “Itmustbe admitted by all whoare in the habit of reflect-
upon the Prophecies, and especially those. which foretell
Lspread of the Gospel, and of comparing them
ancholy. dispensations which-disteact the Chris-
that some paint of unity was waating in which
[ the cross might joingaad which in its d:—,

»incul ialyin the

—

8k civilization, if it do net precede, mustigo hand in hand

ding Pravidence, JHere there are no secondary aids to, - -




Jished by a very few persons, altogethes destitute of

ting the Holy Scriptures and them ‘only. The Parent 88
ety acting upenithis principle (as is well known) wag/és

‘power and dnfluence, and in times of great perple
distress at_home, and of politigal struggles and
abroad. Tt sogn attracted universal aitention—re
port from persons of every rank and creed. And not
diffused itself over the British Isles, over the Christian. w
but over the heathen nations, and is now "a stupendens’ a

lorigus institution, enitting its beams over the whole globed
[ts ]{irogress has been most wonderful ; and to what can.t
ascribed ? Was it suggested, and has i been guided by
man wisdom ? Has it been fostered and rendered stccessful
by worldly favour and influence ? It ébject is the diffusion
of the pure word of God; and consequéntly the glory
God and the good of immortal souls ; and ifs as(onishi
success in circumstances so unfavourable, answers (hé:
tion in the negative. .

*“Jt must indeed be admitted, that many Societiés
by avarice or ambition, have existed long, and
influence far and wide, for they wererunited wi
political interests and preserved for a time by the [assio
men, but this Society is founded on principles to which 1
human heart is not og itself “inclined.  Aud a cong
with it promotes no politieal, #o_worldly, no party intére
on what grounds then can its sxﬁq(ess be accounted for,
that it is of God and not of ‘man, ™ N _

“ One great advantage has arised from this institutiol

namely, that it has roused the friends of religion to ade
and pursue the bestplan for restoring to the Gospeld
general sense of its great value apd importance which see
ed to have passed away. It had been negledted and des
ed so much by the wealthy“and fashionable—spoken, wiitt
against, misrepresented and ridiculed, by the sceptical P
losophers and their adherents, that thousands considered it
no moment. But now it rises daily.in genetal- esti 1y
and promises to become, as it ovght to be, thef
book, while its' fiercest opposers are lying in thei
memories passing fastinto oblivion, and theit book
dering on the shelves detested offorgtten. Thus ki
of religion” joi great object, shew t
and a T i |
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fations an astonishing apathy about religion. There was
itle or no communication amnong Christians of different na-'
ng, nor any desire to become acquainted with each othen !

inations perceived in ikva foundation laid for the growth
« ‘Chﬁslian ove and fellowship, without compromjsing their
‘girﬁcular opinions. Accordingly mutual intercourse has
sprung “(Y and a spirit of harmony and conciliation has uni-
formly directed all their communications—And the friends
‘of the Bible have found an ample requital for all their exer-
Hions in disseminating it, in those feclifigs of affection and
Lattachment which the principles of the association and itg
simple but magnificent design, are so well calculated to fos-
ter and increase. ‘
{1 % Amidst the rancour of war and the most bloody comino-
§ tions, the friends of the Bible never forgot the principles it
§ incalcates, but endeavoured to inspire a better spurit. .1
iin my hand aspecimen of this conciliatory spirit, which
gadually triumph over all those wicked and violent
IWEhich raise up nation against nation, in a'report of
Atlerican Bible Socjcty, sent to be communicated to
this association. It is most.gratifying to.learn by this com-
munication, that our neighbours are proceeding with such
pergy in emulating the Parent Society. Already have

Testaments ; noris it less grateful to behold their warmth
@i affectiopate acknowledgements to the British and For-
Bible Society, which they style, with great truth, their
erable Parent, and express their joy that it proceeds with
relaxed exertions and undiminished means in its illustri-
ous career ; acknowledging their ufter inability to exhibit
§ any thing like an adequate representation of the share which
§ it 1s taking in“the great work of disseminating the Holy
riptutes. May we not rationally hope, that the spirit of
ristian love which dietated this eulogy, will prevail in both
gl WBats and jealousies shall have dis-

o' OV farther hope that the intimate
. bers of the Bible Societies of
engender a spirit of affection through
et all, and become the rapidly spreading commencement
that blessed exra, when peace sﬂall mxiversally“prevail ?
Another great advantage arisingfrom ertions of the
and, Foreign Bible Societ, .of translating
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poner was the Bible Society established, thar all de-%‘%}-

ey distributed upwards of ninety thausand Biblesand New '




. great excitement, both of which\it finds in the bosom of
%4 8gciety. The Bible has been translated into almost,

@)gue ; and all nations and languages are becoming

*Fested in its favour. It has indeed been said, that to

lese, and- were so much astonished and affected th
forsook their superstition, and prevailed with Siry
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been effected by individuals, It required vast means

the Bii.le alone, is of little use; for without preachin
world will never be converted, . This is certainly true ; b
cause our Lord commanded his disciples to go into all ng
tions and preach the Gospel to every creature; but thoug
the Bible alone, cannot convert natiens, it may be of infi
ite advantage ; and even to the living Missionary, how be
eficial is it to find in every Pagan house that he enters,
Bible, and many impressions made by its perusal in favor
of what he is going to teach. Both together are to conve
the nations ; but God by his efficacy.may eall some by h
word alone ; and , this has been done in the cage of}:tw
Priests of Budha, who found some copies of the Scripty res
which had been translated by the Society into the Cill

Johnson to bring them - to England, where they ‘ )
more perfectly instructed in the truths of revelation:
have been baptised according to the rites of the Church of
England, admitted to the Sacrament, and are reparing to
return to Ceylon, to preach the Gospel. Now had hﬁo

e

Seriptares been translated and sent to Ceylon by thgS
ty, these two men had remained heathens, butnow they
be most advantageously employed in converting " theie
countrymen, as may be reasonably hoped from their excels
lent talents and extensive influence. :
%Noris it possible that a book, which its very enemies have
been compelled: from its excellenge to call divine, the only f
book necessary for a Christian, and the most useful of all
even to persons not of that belief—a book which requi
only to be attentively read to convey-irto the soul the l;;
of its Author and the will of fulfilfing his precepts, can b
of no use. « Never” says Ruosh®ati, « di(f virtue speaka
« language so sweet—never did* i : '
“itself withsuch energy and simpli€ity. r
¢ ting the Perusal. without feeligg' oneself a better ma;
“he was.” «If any one;” says Jenyns, “doubt of thes
“ riority an ence of this religion beyond
“wefe ev et him read attentiviglt
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f“tovs. Lethim compare them with the most celebrated
% productions of the heathen world—if he does not f]fel, that
*more than any other writings; they are beautiful} simple -
“and original, | do not hesitate to pronounce him as destis "
tute of judgment as of faith,” The Scriptures cannot be
read without producing the most blessed results, and God
indue season will send forth labourers into his vineyard.
In the mean time, it is our duty to disseminate the Scrip-
fictf tures asa preparation for the lips of flesh and blood to con-
PIUNgE vey peace, life, holiness and happiness.
1 “Icannot close this report in a manrier more agreeable to
of lh? this' Society, than by reading the speech of Lord Teign-
i mouth, the venerable President of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, on receiving a vote of thanks at the annual
(meeting last May. This pious Nobleman having had the
| Batisfaction of hearing the report state that two millions
*f five hundred thousand Bibles and New Testaments had been
b distributed by the Society, and beholding two converts
 from the efficacy of the Scriptures standing béfore him,
‘v 'mkg‘,,as follows— ,
E $Gentlemen, i
s PSS 4 Whatever anticipations we may have
| “formed, of the progress of the great cause in which we
‘are engaged, we have hitherto had the satisfaction to find
' them realized ;Jand the facts which have this_day been
|  laid before us, have added to the numerous proofs of the
‘“happy effects of that impulse which has been imparted to the
% Christian world by the British and Foreign Bible Society.
- “Never has the benign spirit of our holy religion appear-
“ed with a brighter ora more attractive lustre, since the
i “Apostolic times, thap in the zeal and efforts displayed,
{ “during the last sixteen years, for disseminating the records
L “of divine truth and knowledge. The benefit of. these ex-
“ertions has already extended to millions, and while we
*“contemplate the vast machinery now in action for e un-
'} “limited diffusion of the Holy Seriptures, the energy which
“ impels its movements, and " the accession of power which
- “it is constantly receiving, we cannot but indulge the ex-
“hilerating hope, that the Angel, having the everlasting
“Gospel to preach to them that are upou the earth. has
A commencedp his auspicious career. Even now, the light
“of divine revelation has dawned in the horizonof regions
lilnever before illuminated and | becoming vis-
, ,othersinwhichithqd e QEPGO
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~ % of the earth, we have the satisfactory assurance, that A

9 b

« But, while relying on the prophetic word, we rejoice ift?
« the anticipation of a period, however remote, when this
« glorious light shall shine in all the fullness of meridi
weplendour, diffusing life and joy to the remotest cort

« are discharging a Christian duty of paramount obligation,
« comprehending in its object the glory of God and the sals
« vation of man, It is our end€avours to raise our fellows
« creatures from this state of moral degradation and spiritus3
« gl darkness; resulting from ignorance of the word of Ged,
«’in which such numbers of them ‘are still unhappily placed, #
«]eading them to the pure inexhaustable fountain of hea='s
« yenly wisdom, fromwhich they may derive light and know
« Jedge to guide them through the intricacies of their mors« §
« tal pilgrimagé, and the _hope of everlasting 'bliss in the |
«life to come ; and imbibe that spirit of love which gives
« animation and warmth to the charities. which constitute
« the ties and happiness of all human relations : and our
« gatisfaction is enhanced by the confidence, that it 18 an
« undertaking in urison with the gracious purpos
« merciful God, who wills ¢ that all men should come’
«knowledge of the truth, and who, on openingithe sp
« of eternal felicity, proclaimed to the uttermost bounds
« the earth, ¢ Lethim that is athirst come, and whosoever
« will, let him take of the water of eternak life freely.’ 1
« This gracious invitation has been proclaimed. to the
« world through the instrumentality of the Bible institations
«and the eagerness delight and gratitude with which it h 8
« been accepted by thousands, authorize the pleasing con
«yiction, thatthe water of life has not. been distributed in ¥
«yain. Indeed we have ample evidence to support this |
« conviction. We have the testimony of those who have |
« penetrated the abodes of sorrow, disease and crime, into
« which the worddgf God had been introduced, perhaps for |
& the first time, by this, or a kindred Society, that they h
« the happiness to find in them many witnesses t0:its che
« ing and consoling efficacy. AR » N
«We have satisfactory, information . of . its influences:
« promoting extensive moral reformation, We have Cath
« lic attestation, that in‘achools of that Communion ¢a the;
« spiritual life, a sense ofy and tite for religion, an aspi
-« tion after *higher nly objects, had’ been exeifed i
« many’ youth by the perusal of the New.flls
ops had been made.on
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- “justify the most pleasing hopes with respect to future
“ generations. And what is.said of the inhabitants of one
| *country, may, itis to be presumed, be applied to those of
“others: Fruits of piety and good works, the genuitie
“produce of the seed of the divine word, are seen to adorn
. “the lives and conveérsation of thousands.
L« "¢ Inthese testimonies, the members and friends of the
““ Bible Cause, have ample remuneration for their exertions,
| W as well as the most encouraging motives for persever-
“ance in their work of benevglence. But I do not hesitate
“ tg@say in the pious and impressive language of a conti-
% neéntal Bible Society—

“ ¢ If among the thousands to whom the Bible is given,
“only one weary pilgrim of this earth should be refreshed,
“ one sufferer relieved, one weak believer strengthened, one

*¢ thoughtless sinner roused, one wanderer led back to the
‘“right way, one who has fallen raised up, one soul saved,
B} “who would not gladly cooperate in such a work, and
L} ‘“cheerfully bestow his mite in its behalf? 7
. The Honorable Justice Campbei! moved, That the Report
.~ ‘Mow read be received.

#  “l begleave to congatulate your Excellency as President
of the Bible Society . of Upper Canada, on the great pro-
‘gress made of late years in the dissemination of moral and
religious instruction amongst the inhabitants of this exteri-
. ‘sive Province. ¢ Of all human means for accomplishing so
. desirable a purpose, surely none can be more efficient, un-
g “der the Divine bléssing, than the general distribution of the
| “Holy Scriptures amongst the poorand uninformed part of the
‘community. The amazing extent to which this truly benev-
olént purpose has been carried into effect by our Parent
"Sociéty in England and its various auxiliary Societies in
‘different parts of the world, must be a subject of pleasing
. contemplation to all well ‘disposed persons, of whatever
“gountry or religious persuasion, and it cannot but be partic-
ularly gratifying to your Excellency and to the members of
this Society to reflect that we hdve not been found wanting
fin contributing our mite to this great and good work. ' What
liss already been éffected by us, seems far beyond ‘the ex-
| { Ppectation of the most sanguine, and may indeed be' termed
i ‘extraordinary, considering our very limited means] and the
short fime that has elapsed since’ the' eht,h!)li’é.h&i’ﬁ&!
' "This appears in st_gatisfactory ma

Just'read by o
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er, to whose active exertions, under your Excellency’s pa

3,2::; ronage aud liberal assistance it is chiefly to be attributed.
of therelore move that the T'reasurer’s Report of the proceed
iie in% of this Society, as now read, be received.” '
™ ottor Powelldhen moved, That the Treasurer be.
rected to send for Bibles, in the name of this Society,
hé the depository of the British and Foreign Bible Society i
s, London, which was seconded and unauimously carried.
i | Doctor Baldwin.
o « Mr. l?resident—l_ cannofm!‘occed to remark upon tl}e,
ti- subject of the resolution I shiallthave the honour of submits
ting to the Socicty, without first expressing the great grati-
0, | figption I feel, and in which no doubt every member present.
1 | participates, in witnessing your Excellency not only honouts ¢
e | g us with your patronage, but by your presence animating 3
6 and assisting us in our work. ' g v
d « Qur worthy Treasurer, Sir, has in his report noticed
d | the flattering prosperity of the exertions of the Pdrent So-
ciety in various quarters of the world; and while,as En
t | Jishmen, we must feel peculiar pride in the political emi
{ nence of Great Britain, we should entertain a still more
nt exalted love of country towards her in the triumph of her |
g Churehyin all its pious march ; I do not mean the Episco-
d pal Church alone, but the truly Catholic Qhurch inallits
- ! denominations, and all her religious Societies ; the united |
0 result of which cannot fail to give a lustre to her national §
fie character that will, please God, never tarnish. 4
" ‘ - But, Sir, while we look with p]‘easgre on a.ll these piqu i
e labours of our mother country, yielding their golden, in<
v crease on the Indies and the Ganges, and from Southern =
at Africa even to Siberia, let us not be lost in mere contempla-
in tive admiration’; rather let us turn our eyes towards home,
p ; to ghese Provinces, and we shall_seg a field for phnstmn ex~ |
4 ' ertion as extensive, noble, and fertile, as any in the world,
- and under the blessing of Providence, about to yield as lux-
of { uriant a harvest. I allude to the conversion of the Indit
& tribes, to Christianity. And here let me observe that whx_le
: , I repeat what the report has just stated, that the Commit- §
. ) tee to whom was referred the important consideration
the means of communicating the Christian faith to these

tribes, found the constitution of this Society such as d

\ not admit of*any thing being done by us in that respect, the

f olz{:act of this Society being merely that of circulating th
Bible; it would in such an attempt depart from MBEOH

¥
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tution, in some meaStre invading the province of the Socie-
¥ for the Prapagation of the Gospel, and would involve the
ecessily of sending Missionaries, d matter quite seyond
ithe power of the friends of this incipient branch of the Bi-
ble Society; and therefore the Committeg have requested
'to be discharged from that duty ; yet let it not be supposed
tHat the Committee have any doubt of the practicability of
civilizing ‘the Indians. No, 8ir, the Committee have san-
f guine hopes of the result,ifga_plan and means were set in
foperation, but it belonging 4@@ther authotities to undertake
‘o matter of this nature, the'@®mmittee could not with any
; heriefitienter on the consideration. To conclude, let it not
be forgotien, that omitting all care of the Indian’s condi-
 tion, is omitting aserious duty ; that he is our brother, and
 that if we do not make some exerticn to stay the desolating
| degradation that seems to have scized upon him, we cannot
b We Chris ians. [ 'move, Sir, that it be resolved that the So-
i clety vie‘i?s with great pleasupe the success of the continu-
» ed exertjons of the Pareat Seciety in translating the Serip-

tures info various-langnages.” - Carried unanimously.
i After a conversation of some léngth,in which most of the

Members (ook a part, it ‘was unanimously resolved: That
b for want of any translation of the Scriptures in theplevail-
ing language of the Indian tribes, within this extensive
Province, numbers are unavoidably without that religious:
instruction necessary to their happiness, butthe means of
removing this evil are not within the reach of the limited
b funds of this Society.

The Solicitor General begged leave to propose, That
this Society views with affcctionat® interest the mighty
| progress making through all the Christian world in dissem-
~ mating the Seriptures— ,

« Mr. Chairman—After having heard the very admirable
and highly animating Report just read by the Rev. Doctor
| Etrachan, and observing the benevelent and sympathetic
feelings exhibited by this meeting towards our savage breth-
ren in this extensive eolony, and the earnest desire they
*lmvc expressed of 2xtending to them as far as pogsible the
L. benefits of this Society, I am sure there will not be one dis-

sentient voice to the sentiments contained in the Resolution
- I have just submitted.” ‘

The Aftorney General.
.« Mr.Chaifman—I do not rise for the purpose of attempt,
Jing to'strengthen, hy -any thing 1- ean say, -the. conviction
j i ; ‘
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which must prevail in every pious and" well ordered 'ming
of the great importance of the benevolent work to whiel
according to our ability, we are lending our humble efforli
If we are Christians more thian in name, we must think @
feel as Christitns, and if we have brought ourselves &
think and feel as Christians, we shall never be backward i
acting as Christians. " 1
«[ takeit for granted that our assgmbling here is a prp@
of the sincerity of our Christian profession, and 1 congrat
late the Society that in tl*nt Colony, so lately redeem
ed from the wilderness, uate evidence is afforded @
the same holy zeal which is at.this moment engaging
the Christian world in one common cause.
« Indeed it is mékter of surprize by what arguments those
can satisfy their consciences who abstain from uniting in th
pious work of distriuting the Holy Scriptures. Tom
certainly to many other charitable :and benevolent institu
tions, objections may be raiged plausible enough§ and to"¢
certain extent, just in some instances. It may be said, ang
is often urged, that by too readily relieving want, we arg
encouraging idleness; and ofien no doubt the exertions o
the humane have only the effect of tending to prolong af
exigtence, which crime or disease has rendered miserable'
irksome ; but surely it is not'questionable whether good @
evil results from disseminating the treasures of - diving
knowledge. The Scriptures are given to man as his guids
to eternal happiness; if therefore our exertions to plaet
that instruction within every person’s reach are at all sui
cessful, that succesgis infinite in its. value. If one soul b
saved by it, it is saviéd from the endurance of eternal mises
ry. If one soul be made‘blest by it, it is made blest in-the
enjoyment of never ending happiness. 1
«The object is beyond all price.” 1t may be said  all thi
we know; we feel the necessity of religious instruction, w
know the good that may be done by extending it. The
let us remember it is said in the Holy Writings, « If ye kno¥
these things happy are ye if ye do them,” and let us take
ourselves the inevitable consequence if we ‘know the
things, gty are we if we do them not. |
«But among the most important temporal benefits thal
may be expected from the zealous union of different Chii§
tian nations in spreading the ' Gospel through all land:
is the community of Christian feeling which such‘exertiofi
must:proguce.: The Gospel they are- thus extending

3
g
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ospel of peace, ammay we not, must we not believe, tha
ithis general awakening of the Christian world to this pi-
i duty, we see the visible operations of God accomphsh-
§8'the prophecy of that blessed time when nation shall ne
nger rise against nation, nor shall there beswaf'any more.

imay tend perhaps in some degree to this happy conse-
WBnce that all who join in" this Christian work should ex-
pess their. hope that such may Le one blessed effect of
fieir exertion ; and I therefore move, that this Societyex pregs
heir eonviction That the re}fﬁiws communication whic
je distribution of the Scriptures¥promotes between Chris-
jany OF different nations, may, under the blessing of God,
uce the happiest and most important results ”
Doctor Strachan, in seconding thidmotion observed,
Jat it was evident “ to every person who took the trouble
xamine the state of Christianity twenty years ago, that
ghty change was effecting. That already much had
een done; and the foundationgaid for the most important
evolutions in the religious opinions of the heathen. ¢ In the
last, a spirit of enquiry has been awakened among the na-
ves, and they are becoming eager for instruction. Per-
ons recently returned from that distant portion of the
British Empire, had observed that a wonderful changgthad
gken place there within a very few years, both in the" dis-
josition of the natives to receive struction and in the
pinions and views of the Europeans resident among them.
L similar change is gradually taking place in this country :
truth it appears that the zeal which gave rise to so ma-
ly religious Societies in London, and which has added
lew strength and energy to these already existing, begins to
manifest 1tself where it was the“least expected. Those
¥ho are conversant in the narratives of travellers, will re-
jollect that it was their boast to refer upon every possible
jcecasion, to the Classics. One boasted that he travelled
hrough Italy with Virgil in his hand, and derived great de-
ight from examining on the spot the various descriptions of
his excellent Poet. Others in visiting the different parts
of Greece jand the plains of Troy, have endeavoured to
liscover the names of places from their resemblance to the
escriptions of Homer. To discover classical allusions
fas to obtain a triumph to which the traveller did not fail
0 attach much importance. But even here, there isa
ange, and.many travellers are now found with their Bi-

fos.in their hands, instead of the Classics, compgring, the
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resent state of various’ places with%ﬁat they were Wi
visited by the Apostles ‘and {heir first disciples. 10

lately withan example of this which may be as interes!

to this Society as it was to me. »

«The traveller. set out from’ Constantinople to visittl

Apocalyptic Churches in LowenAsia.

«Qn arriving at Ephesuswhich was blessed so long W
the Apostles labours, he found no vestige ofits t\;)
. splendour remaining 3 andgonly fifteen cbtiuges, formin)
miserable village ; near b place where it must have ofl

stood. There he saws only three Christians ; .and
lamentably ignorant, that they never heurd of St.”F
only recognized hig_ name as one in the Calendar ‘of #

Saints. ¢
« When he arrived at Smyrna, he found the Chr

Church, in poirt of Sumbers, gtill respectable, consisti

nearly 20,000 Greeks, 6,000 Armenians, 5,000 Catholics%
140 Protestants, but_deplofably ignorant 3 ‘the ‘people

having access to any copies of the Sacred Scriptukes.

“]n Pergamos, now called Bergamo, the hurch in res
pect to numbers may still/be said’ torl}‘gl.lrish. The Greel
riests, and may @
10 3,000. There is lik wise a small congregation@

Armenians, consisting of about 200. The clergy were fount
~

Christians have a Bishop and severa
mo

exceedingly ignorant of the Sacred Scriptures.
« The same observations apply to "Thyaiira,

Christians.

« Qu visiting Sardis, the tr%veller was sadly disappoint

tmost trials this Charch w

for he had trusted, that in ts {
not have been suffered toﬁe
vestige of it remained.

greeably surprised to
a neighbouring village,

“a Church in Sardis.
« In Philadelphia he was gratified to discover: some

viving frits of early zeal and the form of a Christial
Church. There are about 1,000 Christians who have

" Bishopand about twent resident Clergymen.
but near it there

village containing about fifty poor inhabitants, in which n
ber are two Christians,” who cannot read,  The prayer

« Laodicea is now a heap of ruins ;

the Mosqye ate the- only prayers which are heard 1

i

b

’ now callel
Ak-hisar, as to Pergamos, for it contains an equal number ¢

rish; yet he was told that b
ut on farther enquiry he was &
find a small Church establishment it
to which the Christians'in the ¢

resorted, as they had been forbidden by the Turks to buik

b

i

Ol.l‘

i
UL

sun




of this once flourishing city, on which the threat seems
ve been fully executed, in its utier rejection as a
urch.”

he Honorable Chief Justice here rose and proposed the
nks of the Society to the Secretary and Treasurer.

Tt was then ordered that the‘%ieport be printed, and a copy
warded to the Parent Society.
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