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P REFACE:

THE writer has called this book * Transatlantic
Stketches)” to indicate his sense of the slightness of
the work he has undertaken.

The more one travels the more does one become
conscious of the incompleteness of the knowledge
gained in anything short of long-continued residence
in a country. The writer in his Sketches has aimed
at truth and accuracy ; how far he has attained to
these it is not for him to judge. For his account
of Barbados alone he claims the merit of a photo-
graph—a plain, true, ugly likeness of an ugly subject.

The extreme fewness of reliable books of travel
in the West Indies, and even in the greater part of
the United States—a country full to overflowing of
interest and instruction—will, it is hoped, excuse the
appearance of this unpretending volume.

In speaking of the United States and its people,
the writer has been compelled to use the incorrect




viii PREFACE.

terms “ America” and ““ the Americans.” 1t is cha-
racteristic of the inhabitants of the parts comprised
within the Union, that they arrogate to themselves
the name which belongs to the whole Continent,

In detailing anything likely to give an unfavour-
able impression of the Great Republic of the West,
the words of native Americans have as often as
possible been quoted, in order to avoid the appear-
ance even of prejudice, where no prejudice was felt.
Where faults or failings are exposed, they have been
exposed with the full conviction that they are the
faults and failings of brothers, in whose well-being

every member of the old English stock has a deep

and living interest.
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! TRANSATLANTIC SKETCHES.

CHAPTER 1
1 ST. THOMAS.

Islet of Sombrero—St. Thomas—Effects of the Hurricane.

LEAVING Southampton on the 16th of October, 1867,
we had a fair run across the Atlantic in the good
steamship “ Douro,” and met with even fewer incidents
than usual to dispel the monotony of the voyage. We
grumbled at some dirty weather in the Channel;
we saw the Azores afar off by the lurid light of a
stormy sunset ; we watched a few schools of porpoises
or dolphins, and, when we reackzd warmer latitudes,
rejoiced over the flights of beautiful flying-fish ; we
got up two amateur concerts; we ate, we drank, we
slept ; and, notwithstanding the singularly agreeable
company of passengers and officers, we—most of us
at least—voted the voyage a bore. At length, early
one morning, we sighted the Islet of Sombrero. QOf

course, as the first scrap of land, with the exception
N I




2 S7. THOMAS.

of the distant Azores, which had met our eyes since
we lost sight of the dear old Needles, and, above all,
as the first fragment of the New World, Sombrero
was a welcome sight. But a nearer view showed it
to be an ¢ ject of little interest,—a mere shelf of rock
of small size, scarce lifting itself up above the ocean.
It boasts of no vegetation, and its only aboriginal
inhabitants are a race of black lizards and a few sea-
birds ; but a valuable kind of lime is procured from
some quarries, worked, or intended to be worked, by
a passenger on board the “ Douro.” The resemblance
of this skerry to a hat, Somdbrero, is hard to discover,
seeing that it presents a perfectly faz outline.
Shortly after passing Sombrero, the Isle of St.
Martin appeared in the distance on the left, and the
afternoon found us steaming under the Virgen Gorda
Islands, whose volcanic peaks, green-sloped and tufted
with forests, presented a lovely picture to eyes wearied
with the barren waste of waters and the prospect of
the “mournful and misty Atlantic.” Watching the
flying-fish as I reclined upon the bowsprit, I noticed a
curious black inky appearance of the water, to which
I called the attention of an officer, who, however, was
unable to account for it. Shortly afterwards, behind
a rock, the wreck of a steamer was descried, which
some of the officers imagined they recognized,—only
too truly as the event proved.

The sky was blue, a soft warm breeze was
blowing, and the sun shone brightly, as, about
4 P.M. on Wednesday, Oct. 30, the “ Douro” turned
into the long-wished-for harbour of St. Thomas. In

a moment all on board perceived that some ter-
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EFFECTS OF THE HURRICANE, 3

rible catastrophe had occurred, for the smooth blue
harbour and its green shores were a scene of the
most frightful desolation and destruction. The town,
whose houses line the end of a deep bay, and
rise up the steep sides of three conical hills, in a
fashion which carried my mind—alas! not my body
also—back tc the Greek Isle of Syra, seemed to be
half overthrown. Upon the surrounding hills, man-
sions appeared unroofed, well nigh destrcyed, or
altogether ruined, with, in some instances, the timbers
and stones of which they had been constructed
stretching away from them in long lines of wreck.
But worse than all was the appearance of the har-
bour itself. It was simply crowded with wrecks of
ships, of which some had been hurled together in
undistinguishable masses of cordage, timbers, and
masts. Some ships were sunk in groups, some one
above another; some were cast high up on shore,
some were bottom upwards. Others, which still
floated, had lost all their masts and rigging. To the
left lay a dismasted Spanish war-steamer ; to the right
a large French steamer, with its funnel blown clean
out of it, and hanging down over the side. The first
shore-boat was slow in coming alongside ; but on its
arrival we learned that the cause of all this ruin was
a fearful hurricane which had taken place the previous
day. Had it not been for the rough weather over
which we had grumbled in the Channel, the “ Douro”
would have arrived a day sooner, and would probably
have been added to the long list of losses which
had befallen the Royal Mail and other steamship
companies.




ST. THOMAS.

As soon as possible after coming to anchor I
prepared to go ashore, but had great difficulty in
persuading a companion to accompany me. The
West Indians on board seemed, and rightly, to
regard St. Thomas as, at the best of times, a very
hotbed of pestilence ; but I thought that two or three
hours’ exercise upon Zerra firma after the voyage
would be far better in a sanitary point of view than
sitting on board amidst fleating corpses. Winding
about amongst the @/bris of ships, we approached the
shore, when, observing the roof of some great edifice
lying near the landing-place, I inquired whence it
could have come from, as I saw no building near
which it could have fitted. The boatmen then showed
me some roofless barracks, and told me that the roof
in question had been torn off, whirled clean over the
Castle, and then flung down on the rocks by the sea-
side. St. Thomas was the first Danish possession I
had ever entered, but, with the exception of some
somewhat seedy-looking soldiers in shabby blue uni-
forms, with red facings, I saw nothing characteristic
of that gallant little country. Everywhere resounded
the Negro, Yankee, and soft drawling West Indian
varieties of the English tongue. Danish was “no-
where.”

The scene on shore that evening and next
morning was certainly astonishing enough. All that
the power of wind could do had, it seemed, been
done. An avenue of tall cocoa-nut palms before an
unchurchlike Lutheran church was destroyed, the
huve and beautiful fronds, being either rent off, or
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SCENE ON SHORE, 5

streets were blocked up with every kind of furniture,
mingled with great stones, fragments of ships, timbers,
and branches of trees. The top of one huge barricade
| was surmounted by half a piano, and a merchant’s
counting-house displayed a great hole, through which
a ship’s bowsprit had been driven—much to the dis-
comfiture of the clerk inside—by the great tidal wave
which had accompanied the cyclone. In places by
the sea-shore huge fires were burning, and beside
these, dead bodies were being landed, nailed up in
rude chests, and carried off for burial. A local Roman
Catholic clergyman, amid the general paralysis,
worked gallantly under the burning sun recovering
bodies in the harbour. He manned a boat with some
of his black shecp, went out with crucifix and holy
water, and disputed with the sharks for the posses-
sion of the corpses. The air of St. Thomas, as may
be supposcd, infected with the taint of dead bodies
floating in the harbour, or concealed under the ruins,
was anything but pleasant or healthy. In fact, St.
Thomas is, under any circumstances, little better
than a pest-house, and is seldom free from yellow
fever. And yet, in spite of this, and in spite of con-
tinual losses of officers and men, the R. M. S. S.
Company have persisted year after year in maintain-
ing it as the great packet-station of the West Indies.
Such is British obstinacy! Why the Americans
should have wished to buy such a hole is a mystery,
except it were with the view of annoying England.
The shops were all open upon the day following
the hurricane, but no business seemed stirring. Men
were trying to clear the stores of accumulated rub-




6 ST, THOMAS,

bish, or opening passages up to their doors, Groups
of mourners and gossipers lined the streets, The most
extraordinary stories of accidents and escapes were
told. One man had been blown into the harbour
together with the room in which he was sitting and
drowned. Another was blown into the sea, half
drowned, and then blown out again upon dry land and
saved. The harbour-master was drowned, gallantly
attempting to save life, and the captain of the Spanish
war-steamrer plied backwards and forwards, picking up
the drowning, until the ship’s masts went by the board,
and swept him and a large proportion of the crew over-
board. Guns were overthrown in the fort, and one, it
was asserted, was carried bodily across the harbour.
There may have been exaggeration in some of these
stories, but a more destructive hurricane to life and
property has seldom or never occurred. And yet
this one took place when what is called the “ Hurri-
cane Season” was over. Altogether, some twenty
ships seem to have been lost, sunk, or dashed on
shore. The Liverpool steamer, which had just come
in, went down ; but, as one of her crew expressed it,
“Every soul was saved, sir, including the pigs !”

St
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CHAPTER 1IIL

DOMINICA.

St. Eustacius—St. Kitts —Baosseterre—Anglican Church —Roseau—
Anglican Church in Dominica—Scenery—Tropical Forests—Mud
Springs —Carib Indians—Upheaved Coral Reefs—Character of
West Indian Scenery.

WE left St. Thomas's late at night in the Zyne, which
had escaped the hurricane, with the loss of boats,
rigging, and foremast, and early next morning sighted
the Danish island of St. Croix, and that of St. Martin,
which belongs partly to the French and partly to the
Dutch—a ridiculous instance of making two bites at
one very small cherry. We then steered straight for
Saba, whose lofty volcanic cone, truncated at the top,
with St. Eustacius, another extinct volcano, behind it,
presents a magnificent appearance. Saba rises in
immensely steep slopes from the water’s edge, and
is green and beautifully fertile. This islet belongs to
the Dutch, and contains about 1,500 people, mostly
belonging to the Anglican Church. The inhabitants
bear a good character for industry. They are visited
annually by the English Bishop of Antigua, but so
great is the difficulty of landing, that his lordship has
never effected it without a ducking. There is no
resident clergyman, but the Dutch Governor holds
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some sort of commission from the Anglican Bishop
to read the Scriptures, conduct public prayer, and
bury the dead. A queer kind of compact exists
between the Bishop and the Methodist preachers of
St. Eustacius, by which the former binds himself not
to visit that island, if the latter keep clear of Saba—
a provision rather cruel to the St. Eustacians !

The solitary Swedish possession, the Isle of St.
Bart, next appeared in the far distance; and the
scenery as we approached St. Kitts, and saw the cloud-
capped volcanic mountain of Nevis behind, became
continaally more and more beautiful. St. Kitts looks
very pretty from the sea. A zone of rich cultivation
runs round the island, sloping gradually upwards to
a zone of forests, overtopped by the offsets and
central peak of the volcanic Mount Misery. We
reached St. Kitts a little before sunset, and, going
ashore, I had time to explore the ruins of Basseterre,
the capital and only town, which had lately been
destroyed by fire. Here stood the one fine Anglican
church of all the West Indian Islands. The shell
alone is left, but this is enough to show that it had
been a really noble and striking edifice, solemn,
massive, well adapted to the climate, and thoroughly
church-like in appearance. The architect was Mr.
Christian. It is built of a dark reddish-brown stone,
with a massive tower, nave, aisles, and chancel. The
bells, stained glass, lectern, and, indeed, all the in-
ternal fittings, except a pavement of Minton’s tiles,
had fallen a prey to the flames. Almost the only
houses which escaped the conflagration were those
cut off from the rest by a pretty public garden, where

-

a f
pres
and
St.

cov
Ind
niai
insi

Eng
Bis]
lorc
Any
fert
Les
hill:

the
to |
at
one
cial
trer
mul!
larg
loft:
line
maj
sou:
Fre
are
gre«



n Bishop
wyer, and
ct exists
achers of
mself not
f Saba—
5!

sle of St.
and the
‘he cloud-
, became
itts looks
ultivation
ywards to
fsets and
ery. We
nd, going
Jasseterre,
tely been
Anglican
The shell
iat it had
, solemn,
horoughly
was Mr.
ywn stone,
cel. The
11 the in-
on’s tiles,
- the only
rere those
len, where

S7T. KITT’S—ANTIGUA—GUADALOUPE, 9

a fountain plashing amidst bowers of sweet roses
presented an unexpected, and certainly an un-English
and un-Colonial, bit of civilization.  St. Kitts, or
St. Christopher, has its name from its great dis-
coverer, Columbus. The inhabitants, with true West
Indian grandiloquence, call themselves “ Kittipho-
nians,” though “Kittens ” might the better suit their
insignificance !

Re-embarking at night, I woke next morning off
English Harbour in Antigua, just in time to see the
Bishop and his amiable family going ashore; his
lordship being then on his way back from the
Anglican Synod at Lambeth. Antigua is less
fertile and less beautiful than most of the other
Lesser Antilles, consisting chiefly of dry, rounded
hills, of no great elevation. The capital, St. John’s,
I did not see, as it lies on the opposite side of
the island. It boasts of a cathedral church, which,
to judge from a picture, must strongly resemble
a third-rate town-hall. Antigua is remarkable for
one production only, its pineapples, which, espe-
cially the black variety, are delicious in the ex-
treme. Leaving Antigua, we steamed away amidst
multitudinous flights of silver-glancing flying-fish, and
large schools of dolphins, and passing full in sight of

lofty Nevis and cloud-capped Montserrat, whose out-

line, however, cannot for a moment compare with its
majestic namesake in Spain, we crossed a beautiful
sound, and coasted along the western shores of the
French island of Guadaloupe. Here, again, the eyes

~ are regaled with lovely pictures of mountain peaks,

green and feathered with forests, with rich cultivation
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below, and little villages, embosomed in groves of
cocoa-palms, starting up from the coral-strewn strand.

Quarantine regulations prevented my landing upon
this occasion on this lovely island, where the steamer
merely stopped. to land the mails. It was near
11 P.M. when I reached my destination. This was
Roseau, the capital of ‘Dominica, or Sunday Island,
so calied by Columbus because he discovered it on
the Lord’s day. I land.d on a rotten quay, half
ruined by a great ocean wave coincident with the
recent hurricane at St. Thomas’s. A rumour of that
catastrophe had already reached Dominica by a
sailing-craft, and the quay was thronged by crowds
of negroes and creoles, all open-eared to hear the
news. I was detained nearly half-an-hour giving an
account of the scene of destruction I had witnessed ;
and it was past midnight when I found myself en-
sconced in bed in a house of entertainment kept by
an old black widow, who proved a kind-hearted and
obliging person. The house was built of wood, and
was not particularly weather-tight, as I found to my
cost during a tremendous showe: of tropical rain
which fell shortly before daybreak, The following
morning, however, was fine ; and a blazing sun and
blue sky set off to advantage the marvellously rich
vegetation in which Roseau lies embosomed, and by
which, indeed, it is partly overwhelmed. The town,
or rather city, for it is the seat of a Roman Catholic
bishopric, presents a curious picture of soft and gentle
decay. The island being, in a financial point of view,
well nigh ruined, trade has almost entirely deserted
the capital. The houses, which are most of them
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ROSEAU, 1I

mere wooden skanties, raised a little way from the
ground upon stone piles, are either falling or fallen
into decay, and the sites of many are overgrown with
trees and brushwood. The city was originally well
laid out, with straight streets crossing each other at
right angles, but, with one or two exceptions, they
are now covered with grass, which is kept cropped
beautifully short by sheep or goats, which pasture
before their owners’ doors. At intervals, majestic
sandbox and other trees raise their gnarled trunks
from the footways. A few general stores and mer-
chants’ offices upon the quay, and in one adjacent
street, seem to engross all the business of the place:
all else, saving only a noisy Methodist meeting-house,
is as quiet as Venice. Saving only two venerable
gigs, there are no wheeled carriages in the island, A
soft melancholy seems to pervade the whole place.
The very voices of the people struck me as being
“low and sweet,” and they have nothing of that
whining drawl which is so trying in Barbados. The
inhabitants, whether creoles or negroes, generally
speak a French patois, and the half-castes of both
sexes are comely in person and graceful in manner.
There are very few unmixed English either in Roseau
or elsewhere in Dominica. It is sad that the young
men, white and mulatto, are without any kind of ra-
tional amusement. There are no public amusements of
any kind, and very rarely any in private. The rector,
seeing the harm of this, procured a supply of bats and
balls, and set the young men to play cricket on the
Savannah. They came a few times, and then gave it
up. Then some one speculated in a billiard-table.
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This, the usual resource of loafers, changed hands five - priest
or six times, and now remains unused and useless. The b many
rector also obtained a supply of amusing books for long
a lending library, but, though they mainly belonged them
to the class of light literature, no one would borrow 4 band
them. There are no sportsmen, no botanists, no 4 return
naturalists, no artists, and the result is a very low 4 waxes
state of morality. But crime is rare; and the con- A the sa
victs who are seen at work in the public streets are payab
almost all poor fellows, whose laziness has caused . to Go
them to shirk the statutable labour upon the tracks 1 less a
which do duty as roads. The politeness both of [ seven
black and coloured people is remarkable, and entirely = rector
without that half-insolent, half-servile air, which after- ',A‘ sextor
wards struck me as so offensive at Bridgetown. sacran
The Anglican Church is a deplorable building, " This ;
but placed in an exquisite situation, shaded by ments
cabbage-palms and overlooking the sea. Hard by, | also i
on the edge of the low cliff, is an old fort and a & in “ey
kind of meadow overshadowed by fine trees, and only ;_‘ at Ch
wanting a few seats to make a very paradise for Tt
a tired wayfarer. But Dominica is an English island, [ traffic
and therefore there are no seats. . The Roman [ the g
Catholic Cathedral is small and unobtrusive, but has = is bro
an air of homeliness and well-usedness which is [} cooke
pleasant, although barricaded seats display the ill- | and p
working of that bane of the West Indies, the pew- & of sir
rent system. Just between these two churches the [ differe
Methodists have stuck their abortion of a meeting- & found
house, and the yells of these mouthy sectarians TI
disturb the more reverent services upon either side. [ the e
The Anglican rector of Dominica is the only English | a litt]
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SELLING THE SACRAMENTS. 13

priest in the island. His school was attended by
many children of Roman Catholic parents, but not
long since a newly-arrived Romish clergyman drew
them out by the powerful counter-attraction of a
band of music, and only a small proportion ever
returned. It is instructive to an Englishman, who
waxes so indignant at the Romish custom of selling
the sacraments, to discover that the baptismal fees
payable “according to law,” though not according
to Gospel, in the Anglican Church, amounts to no
less a sum than eight shillings and fivepence, whereof
seven shillings and threepence are decreed to the
rector, and the rest goes to Mr. Yankey, the black
sexton. The dues of the Romish clergy for the same
sacrament amount to three shillings and sevenpence.
This abominable custom of trafficking in the sacra-
ments exists also in some of the other islands, as
also it exists in St. George’s, Hanover Square, and
in “evangelical” speculations like that of Dean Boyd
at Cheltenham.

The market at Roseau, to turn to more legitimate
traffic, is but poorly supplied with fish by reason of

‘the great paucity of boats and fishermen, but fruit

is brought in in great variety and abundance. The
cookery at my boarding-house was very tolerable,
and perhaps better than what could be had at a house
of similar pretensions in Englard : the principal
difference being, that instead of Susan’s hair, one
found Quasheba’s wool in the dishes. i

The situation of the city of Roseau is lovely in
the extreme. It occupies the seaward portion of
a little triangular plain, the delta of a small river.
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At one end of the town is a pretty savannah abutting , foliage
on the public cemetery, and surrounded by dilapi- 9 up the
dated shanties ; at the other end is the river, which, 3 out gt
rushing down from a beautiful mountain valley be- : indeec
hind, finds its way to the sea between the mahogany 4 standi
legs of numerous negress washerwomen, and over E trees

the bodies of squads of happy little blackamoors who of the
lie soaking in the clear sweet water, with their black v waviny
noses sticking out like so many little sucking hippo- smalle
potami. A mile up this river I found a most delect- kinds
able bathing-place, where one can get a header into 3 H:
deep water from a rock, and be carried down by the side, :
swift, clear current to a bank of sand below. Half Some
a mile behind the town the hills begin to rise, and | bank

swell upwards into lovely peaked mountains, clothed showe
with dense forests to their very summits. Following a gre:
the river up from the plain, the scenery is of ex- | jets o
quisite beauty. The road, constructed of old by [ shows
the French, but now well-nigh overgrown, keeps raneot
alongside and above the stream, which dashes below miniaf
over a thousand rounded boulders torn from the hills latera)
above. At first a few cabins appear, peeping forth white

from amidst dense thickets of bananas, orange-trees, hangi)
plantains, and the beautiful dark glossy green cocoa- 8  preser
tree, whose young leaves assume almost the colour i above

of flames. But signs of human habitation soon dis- {{ descer
appear, and the glorious vegetation of tropical forests : of the
clothe the mountains upon either side the river. ;: is ent

Nothing can be more exquisitely graceful than the . grow

huge tufts of bamboos, which shoot up eighty and of the

ninety feet into the air, their golden-tinted stems The «

gleaming out through the light green sprays of bird .
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TROPICAL FORESTS—MUD-SPRINGS. 15

foliage, unless perhaps it be the tree ferns darting
up their straight trunks fifty feet, and then showering
out great feathery tufts of palm-like fronds. Ferns
indeed are everywhere, and of every form, some
standing out stiffly from the ground, some climbing
trees like ivy, some ornamenting the loftiest giants
of the forest with their graceful branches, some again
waving upon the rocks. Conspicuous amongst the
smaller varieties are the beautiful gold and silver
kinds so well known in English hot-houses.
Halfway up the Roseau valley, upon the mountain
side, are some curious springs of hot water and mud,
Some of the former burst out of apertures in the
bank of the river. They arc intermittent, but a
shower of stones which dams up one spring will cause
a great snorting and grumbling, and then convulsive
jets of boiling water will burst from another. This
shows that they are all connected together subter-
raneously. The mud-springs, which are in fact
miniature mud-geysers, are in the bed of a small
lateral rill, but at a higher elevation. A cloud of
white steam ascends from the whole group, and
hanging upon the side of the forest-clad mountain
presents a very beautiful appearance. The path
above these springs winds up to the watershed, and
descending on the other side, after a momentary view
of the sea on the side opposite to Roseau, a forest
is entered of such density that little vegetation will
grow on the ground between the trees, though many
of the latter are loaded with epiphytes and trailers:
The silence here is impressive, unbroken by note of
bird or chirp of insect. These mountains are the
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home of the Agouti, and are infested by snakes, some conta
of which are of large size. Recent measurements ! man,
have shown the height of some of the Dominican - D
mountains to exceed 6,000 feet. The island possesses i origir
an extraordinary variety of beautiful and valuable great
woods. Canoes are still constructed out of the tower- 3 A ve
ing gommier (Bursera gommifera), and the gum of the b little
same tree is used as incense. ) feet,
It was matter for regret that the shortness of my miles
stay prevented a visit to the Charaib or Carib Indians, ) proce
who still inhabit a portion of Dominica. Itisaremark- & Whili
able if not a unique circumstance that the number of ] ming
these people has considerably increased within the last very |
few years. They do not mix with the other inhabi- about
tants, and only rarely come to the town. Nominally, the a
at least, they are Roman Catholics, and for some years j‘ as the
had a Roman clergyman living amongst them. When  § while
this gentleman left the island all knowledge of the | inner:
habits of these interesting people seems to have than
died out. Neither the rector, nor an intelligent and |3 these
scientific Scotch physician who has buried himself § obtai
alive in Dominica, nor any of the merchants with | flowe
whoimn I conversed, had ever visited them, nor were extre
they able to give any information on the subject, i thems
save that they were a singularly quiet and inoffensive | A
race. One kind of article only of their manufacture of pic
fell under my notice, strong and beautiful baskets, | dashi;
viz.,, of dyed wickerwork, ornamented in good taste, ‘ flowes
and made with the utmost skill. Of all the Antilles | utmo
these aborigines exist only in Dominica and St. Chatt
Vincent. In the latter island they diminish in
number, as is usual when barbarous tribes come in
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CORAL REEFS. 17

contact with the vices and civilization of the white
man.

Dominica is mainly formed of materials of volcanic
origin, but in places there are rocks upheaved to a
great height above the sea, entirely composed of coral.
A very remarkable upheaved reef of this description,
little if at all less in perpendicular height than 200
feet, may be seen on the coast some two or three
miles from Roseau. There are indications that this
process of upheaval continues to the present day.
While there are apparently very few species of hum-
ming-birds in Dominica the number of individuals is
very great. They particularly abound in the gardens
about Roseau. Nothing can be more beautiful than
the appearance of these tiny green and gold creatures,
as they flash along in the sunshine, or poise themselves
while they extract the nectar from the fragrant and
innermost recesses of flowers scarcely less brilliant
than themselves. I had previously been ignorant that
these birds do really /um, having imagined that they
obtained their name from their flying from flower to
flower for honey like bees. The noise is made by the
extremely rapid motion of their wings as they poise
themselves in the air.

Altogether Dominica presents a rare combination
of picturesque beauty. Lofty mountains, green forests,
dashing streams, a blue sea, overhanging rocks, blazing
flowers, coral-strewn strands, all seem to do their
utmost to charm the senses. But yet, as poor
Chatterton said,—

¢ Albeit all is fair, there lacketh something still.”

2
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After all, there is something cloying and mawkish in

the scenery of countries, howsoever beautiful they be,

which have no history. Itis saddening to reflect that

no great ancient races inhabited these lovely Isles,

that no great man ever lived, and laboured, and

worked, and fought, and died, and left a name for

posterity to honour and to cherish as a “household

word ;” that no time-honoured tower or world-famed

temple, or pilgrim-haunted shrine ever stood on yonder ‘ -
cape—in short, that the pastis all a blank. 1In the love- 4 mrx:
liest and most paradisaical scenes in the West Indies g G
the mind of the traveller sweeps back with sensations ;
of sadness and longings undefined to the shores and
headlands of Italy, and Greece, and Asia Minor, and Not
Syria—coasts that once “echoed with the world’s a pas
debate ;" and scenes far less lovely, such as the white shoul
steeps of Dover, or the sand-hills of Lindisfarn or After
Perranzabuloe, acquire a far more exceeding interest, I was
and exercise a far greater fascination over the mind, ¢ imme
because they are viewed by the sunset lights of the | weigl
times of old. P “dog
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CHAPTER 111
MARTINIQUE,

Hairless Dogs—Town of St. Pierre—The College—Serpents— Botanical
Gardens — Port de France—Negress Servant-galism — Canal de
Gueydon—French Colonization —Prize-giving at the College—Pro-
ficiency of the Mulatto Students—Island of St. Lucia—Castries—
The Morne—Arrival at Barbados—Inhospitality.

NoT wishing to wait for the mail-steamer, I engaged
a passage in a small schooner, and arranged that I
should be dropped at the French Island of Martinique.
After waiting thre: days beyond the appointed time,
I was summoned about four o'clock to go on board
immediately, but, after all, the black captain did not
weigh anchor till eleven o’clock at night. I slept in a
“dog-box ” on deck, as the heat rendered it impossible
to go below, and should have had comfortable quarters
enough' had it not rained occasionally in torrents,
which caused a small, hairy, black pig,and a perfectly
hairless black dog, to rush in upon me from time to
time in order to enjoy the warmth and shelter of my
sleeping-place. I saw afterwards in Martinique many
other specimens of these curious dogs. They are of a
kind of terrier breed, and have not a single hair upon
their bodies, their black skins being perfectly smooth.
They are awfully ugly, but they seem to have the
same feelings and ideas as other dogs. At day-break,
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instead of being, as I had hoped, off Martinique, we
were not half across the narrow channel which separates
the two islands, and in which a nasty swell was rolling.

the y
societ

The wind kept shifting all day, and we were some- w
times becalmed ; so at length I betook myself to one of the n
the boats along with the captain and two of the crew, and o
and about five arrived at St. Pierre, the commercial 3 of the
capital and largest town in Martinique. Had I come 4 /}I"’V‘
by the steamer I should not have been allowed to land ! Colleg
at all, as all communication was cut off from St. Thomas, Mmey
as an infected port. Abolished in France, the pass- educa
port system still flourishes in. Martinique, and before :])]rl(llcr

sel

dinner I was compelled to deposit the passport I had 3

obtained ‘rom the governor of Dominica at the bureau A bath,
of the police. I found tolerably comfortable quarters
at the Hétel des Bains, but the cuisine was far from
good. The spécialité was palmice, the centre of the
top of a kind of cabbage-palm, an excellent dish,
which in colour and flavour somewhat resembles sea-
kale. St. Pierre is a pretty and pleasant town,
thoroughly French in character. It stands on a strip X

of land between the sea, and lofty, and, in some places, HNE)
almost precipitous, hills, and it partly ascends the togett
lower slopes of the latter. Thereis a pretty little pro-  J brot}}c
menade shaded by tamarind-trees close to the sea, and ; Fe
another higher up is shaded by fine mangroves. There
is no regular harbour, but the bay affords a tolerably
safe anchorage. The trade is considerable. The
streets are well laid out and contain fairly good shops.
There is generally an air of quiet respectability and
homeliness about the whole place which is very
pleasing. A small theatre is occasionally open, and
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TOWN OF ST. PIERRE—~THE COLLEGE, 21

the young men have an excellent amateur musical
society.

Water is abundant, streams of it conducted from
the mountains running rapidly through every street,
and occasionally jetting up in fountains. At one end
of the town a swift torrent finds its way to the sea.
Above, in a lofty and beautiful situation, stands the
College, where a large number of the boys and young
men of Martinique and Guadaloupe receive their
education. This institution appears to be in excellent
order and flourishing condition. It contains a small
museum, a pleasant garden, and a splendid swimming-
bath, which the pupils appeared to enjoy amazingly.
One of the professors told me that of the students
who go thence to France to complete their education,
the young men of colour almost always carry off the
first prizes. This, he said, did not excite the smallest
feelings of jealousy amongst the French and French-
creole students. This statement, indeed, is merely
indicative of the general state of feeling in Marti-
nique, where the inhabitants, white and coloured, live
together with much more of apparent Christian
brotherhood than is the case in the English colonies.

Following the torrent already named upwards from
the sea, there is a pretty piece of ground, grass-grown,
and shaded by fine trees, called the Sawvane, which,
with some walks upon the hill-slopes above the
town, form delightful promenades for the inhabit-
ants. Unluckily, the number of venomous serpents
only permits one to walk there before nightfall. The
inequality of the distribution of these poisonous
reptiles in the West Indies is curious and difficult to
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account for. While they swarm both in Martinique
and St. Lucia, they are altogether unknown in the
neighbouring islands of Guadaloupe and St. Vincent,
and the single snake of Barbados is not venomous.
Beyond the Sawane is what is called the Botanical :
Garden. It is, in truth, a beautiful rocky gorge, down A
which a torrent rushes over stones half-hidden by ] St. L
long trailers falling from the cliffs above. At the It o
head of the gorge is a pretty waterfall. The steep stame
sides of the ravine are overgrown with the trees of the Quee
original forest, and amongst them have been planted RoMn
others, as well from Asia and Africa as from the calibs
other islands, and South America. The collection of formi
tropical plants is thus a very rich one, and the shade a loft
of the overhanging rocks, and the moisture from the town
stream, combine to make the vegetation rank and are ¢
luxuriant. Walks are cut, and seats placed in every side,
direction, but the place was generally a solitude. A
The view from the signal-station on the lofty hill Port
above St. Pierre is rich and beautiful beyond descrip- or th
tion, and the scenery altogether justifies the title which publi
the French have applied to Martinique of the “Queen sea il
of the Antilles.” A small steamer plies between St. inlan
Pierre, the commercial capital, and Port de France, = the «
the military capital and seat of Government, and | happ
performs the voyage in about a couple of hours. | Lepre
The coast all the way is very pretty, the eye sweep- birth
ing over snug shingle-roofed villages, peeping out inhe
from dense groves of cocoa-nut palms, to the lofty ; le Gy
“Pitons” or sugar-loaf mountain peaks above. The a mi
rocks in places form precipices, which exhibit their | of se
volcanic origin. suste
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Port de France is situated in a wide and deep
bay, extending far into the land, and forming a
magnificent anchorage. The harbour, in- fact, is
unrivalled in the Antilles. It is astonishing that
England should have restored Martinique to France,
seeing that it lies immediately between Dominica and
St. Lucia, islands of less value, which she retained.
It would be invaluable in time of peace as a packet-
station, and in time of war as a rendezvous for the
Queen’s ships. The great fort presents a very im-
posing aspect from the sea, but, with the present
calibre of artillery, would probably not be near so
formidable as an entrenched earth-work citadel upon
a lofty hill about a mile inland. The streets of the
town are laid out at right angles to each other, and
are clean and well watered with runnels upon either
side, but they have somewhat of a deserted look.

At one end of the town is the Sawvane, which is to
Port de France what the Champs Elysées are to Paris,
or the Esbeykeyeh to Cairo. Itisa large and beautiful
public promenade, shaded by grand trees, open to the
sea in two directions, and commanding a lovely view
inland of the forest-clad peaks of the “ Pitons.” In
the centre stands a fair white marble statue of un-
happy Josephine, a native of Martinique. She is
represented looking across the lovely bay to her quiet
birthplace amongst the green cane-fields, and holds
in her hand a medallion of her base betrayer, Napoleon
le Grand. Twice a week the Savane is enlivened by
a military band, when a good opportunity is afforded
of seeing some of the Martinican belles, who certainly
sustain their reputation for uncommon beauty. Round
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24 MARTINIQUE.

the Savane stand the residences of the Governor and
the General, together with the various public offices.
Near the military harbour are some magnificent
sablier or sand-box trees of surprising height and
girth. Hard by is a new and splendid dry dock,
large enough to contain vessels of the first-class; and
vessels of the Royal Navy and Royal Mail Steam
Company are sometimes compelled to avail them-
selves of its advantages to clean and refit. The
harbour generally displays one or two French war-
steamers, and some of the packets of the line which
plies between St. Nazaire and Cayenne. The officers
of a ship of war messed at my hotel, and were waited
on by a little coloured mwoose in his pretty sailor
uniform, a neat-handed woolly Ganymede. I never
knew wool look more becoming, but, certes, these
young, swarthy slips of the Pre-adariite world (if such
they be) are often mighty good-looking. From 7 to
8 A. M., negro servant-galism reigns supreme in the
streets, for between those hours, and no doubt by
official ““ordonnance,” these dark damsels proceed in
long lines to the sea-side, bent on the useful, if little
elegant purpose of emptying slops. All negresses
have an innate tendency to carry everything upon
their heads, from a sack of charcoal to a jam-pot, a
bunch of three lemons, or a square of yellow soap,
and these young persons were no exceptions to the
rule. 'With deftly-balanced vessels they stop for
sweet converse at the street-corners, or skim along
the promenades ; and one light-hearted girl I beheld,
who, returning with lightened load, discoursed sweet
music as she went, by beating her empty utensi]
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with its cover to the tune of some ancestral African
melody.

At the end of the town opposite to the Sawvane
a river joins the sea, and immediately beyond a
magnificent fountain of water dashes down the stair-
cased side of a precipitous hill-bank. The stream
is brought by a subterraneous aqueduct from the
mountains, and rushing forth in great volume from
a semi-cupola, tumbles in a succession of waterfalls
to the river. This fine work resembles in no small
degree the fountain of S. Paolo on the Janiculum at
Rome. It is called the “Canal de Gueydon,” having
been constructed in 1856 by a Governor-General
of that name. The view from the top is lovely,
commanding the whole town, the harbour, the bay,
Fort St. Louis, and the opposite mountains. Not-
withstanding the presence of a small garrison and
its being the seat of Government, there is little life
stirring in Port de France, but it is a pleasant,
civilized little place, and the whole island is appa-
rently far better governed than any of those belong-
ing to'the English. The modified King, Lords, and
Commons system of our own colonies often becomes
a mere farce, as witness Barbados, where the pre-
judices between class and class, and colour and
colour, are deeply seated, and where society is con-
vulsed, friendships sundered, and all kinds of evil
passions engendered over some such awful question
as whether a bridge should be a few inches higher
or a few inches lower. At all events the semi-
French mulattos differ widely from those with an
English cross in Barbados, and the comparison is
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certainly not flattering to ourselves. I have seen E is an
no statistics on the subject, but from what I heard 4 the ¢
I do not imagine that in the West Indies the Roman 1)
Church has produced a more exalted state of morals : apans
than the Anglican, but the manners of the French Colle
creoles and mulattos are entirely without the air of ‘ SHed
conceited familiarity and half-servile, half-insolent dov
self-assertion which is common in Bimshire. Having the ¥
traversed Algeria from Oran to Bone, and from the sea rai
to the Sahra, and seen the miserable failure, so far as of th
French colonists are concerned, of that noble country, i amot
I had fallen into the common English opinion ' notal
that the French cannot colonize; here, however, in St
Martinique, I saw reason to change my opinion. : prize
I made some pleasant excursions from Port de 3 Shit
France into the mountains amidst most exquisite prize
scenery. On one occasion I found hanging on a Nearve
tree a huge yellow serpent which must have been ' She
full ten or eleven feet in length. As there was no g st
mark of injury upon the body, which was very fat, @& othiei
it was hard to surmise the cause of death. It was
curious that it should have retained its hold firmly
round the branch upon which it was coiled after
life was extinct. The labouring population seems
to be fairly well off and comfortable in Martinique : .
i ; pupt

at all events the begguary prevalent in the English upor
islands, and especially in Barbados, is unknown. Both
Vagrancy is prohibited by law. A certain number ]
of Chinese and Indian coolies are employed. The
former seem contented, well-dressed, and well-off.
The iandlord of the Hotel Thoulouse at Port de
France is one of the fattest men in the world, and
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is an excellent cook. His hotel is comfortable, and
the charges far from high.

On my return to St. Pierre I was present at the
annual examination or. rather prize-giving at the
College. The proceedings were conducted with con-
siderable ceremony. The Governor-General had come
down from Port de France with a war-steamer and
the band of the Marines, in order to be present, and
the vicar-general of the diocese, and all the notabilities
of the island, were there also. There was an immense
amount of speechifying by the said vicar-general and
notabilities, and an oration from his Excellency, and
recitations on the part of the lads, and then the
prize-giving commenced. This was a pretty and
characteristically French proceeding. The two first
prizes were given by the Governor in person. The rest
were presented by any one in the assembled company
whom the successful candidate might choose. Some
students chose a father, mother, brother, or sister,
others a more distant relation, others a college pro-
fessor, others again, who ought to have had a prize
for good taste, chose some fair young lady of their
acquaintance. One of the professors, taking a wreath
of some West Indian substitute for laurel, led his
pupil to the person nominated, who placed the wreath
upon his brow, at the same time kissing him upon
both cheeks amidst the applause of the assembly.
One handsome mulatto lad carried off a prize upon
almost every subject. At intervals during the pro-
ceedings the students discoursed some pleasant music,
both vocal and instrumental. Nothing could be
better ordered than the whole affair, which attracted
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a large concourse of people and excited great interest.
I think it cannot be doubted that the ¢c/a? of such
public distributions of prizes to the flower of the
youth of Martinique and Guadaloupe must be highly
beneficial and productive of a healthy spirit of emula-
tion, and the admixture in the proceedings of the
elements of Church, State, and the Domestic Circle,
must tend to elevate the minds of the young men.
Why such public seminaries should not be established
in the English Antilles it is hard to say.
After a very agree.able visit to Martinique, I pro-
ceeded to Barbados, touching en route at St. Lucia,
an English island, with which I had afterwards several
other opportunities of making acquaintance. On this
occasion I had only time to view the capital, Castries,
which is prettily, if not very healthily, situated at the
end of a bay, which, once entered, affords an excellent
and safe anchorage for ships. The town is pretty ;
but as dull and stagnant as its own ditches. The
people generally speak a French patois. The
“French” or rather Roman church stands in a shady
square, which boasts of a fountain and walks shaded
by fine trees. The paltry edifice belonging to the
Anglicans stands on a little knoll, which rises from a
swamp outside the town. Venomous serpents are so
numerous as to preclude the idea of evening services.
To minister to the handful of semi-Presbyterianized
Anglicans, one of the ablest and best-informed
Churchmen in the diocese has been appointed, as to
a penal settlement. This is one of the penalties of
being “ high ” without being “dry” in a West Indian,
diocese! Upon the “Morne,” a mountain high
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above the town of Castries, is a deserted barrack and
the residence of the administrator of the Government.
The view from this elevated spot is exquisite in the
extreme, and the prospect along the coast reminded
me of many scenes in the Riviera between Nice and
Genoa. Far off across the flashing strait gleam the
distant mountains of Martinique. Behind, all is moun-
tains, with deep valleys between. Peak rises behind
peak, and each is fringed to the very summit by the
greenest of green forests. The worst of looking at
views in St. Lucia is that, in your ardour for the pic-
turesque, you are likely enough to sit down on a
snake. Fatal accidents are of continual occurrence.
The snakes even enter the precincts of the town, and
yet no reward is offered for their destruction.

From St. Lucia it is but a night's voyage to
Barbados, which lies far to the leeward of the other
islands. Arriving about 3 A.M. in Carlisle Bay, I
landed in company with a young gentleman in very
delicate health. The friend to whose house I was
bound had desired me, should I arrive at night, to go
to Hoad’s Albion Hotel, to which “house of enter-
tainment ” I accordingly repaired with my companion.
As there were no beds to spare, we begged leave to
sit in the sitting-room till daybreak. This was re-
fused. We then entreated to be permitted to sit on
our luggage, which the boatmen had thrown down in
the passage. This also was refused with great in-
civility by the landlord in person, and we were finally
driven out into the darkness. This was my first
specimen of Barbadian hospitality,—not a pleasant
one indeed, but ominous of the future.




CHAPTER 1IV.
BARBADOS.

Bridgetown—Streets—The Cathedral—Fontabelle—Worthing—Spike’s
Town—Austin’s Town.

BRIDGETOWN, the capital of Barbados, occupies the

flat shore of a slight indentation in the coast, which is

dignified by the name of Carlisle Bay. Seen from

the anchorage, with the “villa-built residences” of
Fontabelle on the left, and the barracks and trees of
the barrack-yard on the right, and with a background

of cane-fields sloping backwards to the highest part
of the island, the view, though utterly untropical, is
not otherwise than pretty. But any favourable illu-
sion is immediately dispelled upon landing. I have
been at Suez, I have been at Southport, and I have
been at Bognor; but a town so detestable in all
ways as Bridgetown I have never beheld. Built upon
no particular plan, its dirty lanes are continually
blocked with sugar-drays and other vehicles. The
narrow pavements are occupied by herds of insolent
beggars, white and coloured; and impudent negro
women, with trays on their heads, covered with pickle-
bottles and plantains, shove the passengers into the
heaps of mud which lie sweltering in the burning sun.
There is not a decent street or a passable building in
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the town. A pretty drinking-fountain, indeed, was
sent out from England, and erected in an open space,
but for some reason known to the ‘“ powers that be”
alone, it is always dry. In another open space,
defiled by heaps of rubbish and two or three squalid
hovels, stands a statue of Nelson, painted with exqui-
site taste of a bright pea-green colour! This space
is called Trafalgar Square ; and it is an article of the
Barbadian creed that it rivals “the finest site in
Europe.” At this point a little muddy creek runs up
into the land, and in wet weather receives a driblet of
fresh water from the upper country. The upper part
of the creek, near the Rectory and the General’s resi-
dence, forms an unwholesome little swamp, overgrown
with dwarf mangroves, and emitting an indescribable
stench when, at low tide, it is exposed to the rays of
the tropical sun. Two hundred years ago Ligon
complained of this creek, that it “vented out so
loathsome a savour as cannot but breed ill blood ;”
and it will probably be two hundred years more
before the modern Bims will bestir themselves to
abate the nuisance. The chapterless cathedral and
parish church of St. Michael stands in this neigh-
bourhood. It is a big ugly pew-rented church, with-
out any architectural features whatsoever. There is
no cathedral service, but the old * parson and clerk
duet” of the last century still prevails. What little
singing there is, is “ done” by a few quavery “ladies
and gentlemen of the congregation,” stuck up in a
west gallery, for flirtation and observation. The
daughter churches—here called chapels—are, with .
one exception (St. Leonard’s), even more hideous
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than their particularly plain mother. The creek high,
aiready named is crossed by a bridge, which may genei
possibly be finished in the course of a century or two. I cence
It is the successor of the original wooden bridge from | of co
which the city derived its name, the more picturesque and |
name of St. Michael's being now applied only to the 4 Ame
parish. Below the bridge, narrow quays extend as belov
far as the sea. Here lighters are being continually :;‘ emin
filled with sugar and rum for conveyance to the ships, of th
which are compelled to lie at anchor in the road- in nc
stead. _ the s
The Bridgetown stores—it is high treason to call & surro
them shops—may be described as being with few well-]
exceptions indifferent, or positively bad. Everything ' the ti
is enormously dear. English groceries are cheaper | are 1
and better in the Greek shops at Cairo, and I have k. wher
bought pale ale under the Roman Triumphal Arch | abov
at Tarabulds Garb— Tripoli in Barbary —for less | end
money than it costs in Barbados. When I have | with
remonstrated about the high prices, the invariable musq
answer has been, that the storekeepers have so many |8 as we
bad accounts that they are obliged to charge high § by a
prices. But it is rather hard that those who do pay settle
their debts should have to pay for those who don't. '8 then
Books are so exorbitantly dear that I found it less Carik
expensive to have them sent to me by post direct testif
from England. The “ Albion Hotel,” where I met [ not, a
with the hospitable reception already recorded, is the residc
only one deserving of thename ; the rest are misercble Bridg
boarding - houses. There is a kind of restaurant [ sition
attached to the “Ice House,” where a meal may be pipes
obtained, but the cooking is execrable, and the charges | coast
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eek high., The “Ice House” is an institution which
nay generally figures largely in all West Indian reminis-
two. cences. It is a large airy room devoted to the sale
rom _ of cool, if not cooling, drinks. It is the great lounging
sque i and loafing place of the island. The proprietor is an
the . American, who has also an excellent grocery-store
d as below. Government House is situated on a slight
1ally : eminence about half a mile from town, near the house
hips, 3 of the Bishop. It has a good garden, but is otherwise
‘oad- ' in no ways remarkable. The barracks, situated near

the sea, are built at either end of a large meadow

ycall B surrounded by trees, called the Savannah. They are
. few k well-built and airy, but the site is not healthy, and
thing the troops, during an alarm of impending yellow fever,
eaper E are moved up to Gun Hill in St. George's parish,

have where a camp is pitched at the height of 728 feet
Arch above the sea. The suburb of Fontabelle at the west
. less end of Bridgetown contains some pretty residences
have : with tolerable gardens abounding in land-crabs, and
riable & musquitos of remarkable power, venom, and persistence,
many | as well as in vegetable productions. It is bounded
. high by a small stream, called “Indian River” by the first
b pay settlers ; an indication that the aborigines were not
don't. then extinct. In this neighbourhood the ancient
it less Carib shell implements are particu'arly abundant, and
direct testify, there as elsewhere, to a long-continued, and
1 met 4 not, as is commonly supposed, to an only occasional

is the : residence on the part of those who used them.

serchle 8 Bridgetown is now, after long and bitter oppo-

aurant sition, excellently supplied with water brought in

nay be pipes by a company from two places con the east

sharges | coast in the parish of St. John’s, There is a fair
: 3
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market, The best fruit, however, comes from the chief
other islands. mott
Half a mile beyond the barracks is a small seaside § for tl
place called Worthing, and beyond that again is ‘ T
Hastings. At the former place a few benches have i men
been placed by an Englishman upon a low cliff close i of al
to the sea, and at both a few houses are let to those 4 throu
who want sea-bathing. A good house here will let ; whon
for from fifty to eighty dollars a month. The sea ) of la
road in this direction is the favourite evening crive 1 consi
for the pale languid ladies and jaded merchants of 1 every
the town. It is in fact the only tolerable drive ; all J decer
else being dust and glare. People never think of Bridg
going for a ride or drive into the country, and an o on th
excursion of some ten miles is looked on as quite a 4 T
journey. Most of the carriages and horses come from E a sm:
America ; the light, but uneasily entered and turned 1 Ther¢
buggies, being the favourite vehicles. Twice a week “ cargo
a military band plays on the Savannah near the : of son
barracks, and twice a year the absurdity of races is o wicke
perpetrated on the same spot, for the benefit of a ] A,
would-be-sporting man of colour, and to the great 1 situat
injury of the mass of the inhabitants. The running charay
horses are garrison hacks, or American animals bought ~ § any s
on speculation. Races in Barbados are about as much | whose
suited to the climate and population as bull-fights famouy
would be in Siberia. fine g
Bridgetown is a large and populous place, but it | under)
is not a healthy residence; the burning heat, the |
glare, and the southern aspect being all against it.
If it were possessed by the French or Spanish, trees
would be planted for shade in the open spaces and

it |
Licon,
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chief thoroughfares ; but, as it is, the Barbadian
motto, “Let ill alone,” prevails, and is likely to prevail,
for the next century at least.

The Bridgetown merchants possess some wealthy
men amongst their number, and they have the credit
of absorbing a very large number of island estates,
through the extravagant habits of the planters, to
whom they advance goods or money on the security
of land. Even without this they ought to be rich,
considering the exorbitant price charged for almost
everything. It is singular that there is neither a
decent jeweller's nor a pastrycook’s shop in all
Bridgetown : green-grocery articles must be sought
on the heads of perambulatory negresses.

The only town besides the capital is Spike’s Town,
a small place with some trade upon the southern coast.
There is no harbour, but vessels lie off-shore, and the
cargo is brought out in lighters. Spike’s Town boasts
of some fine fast-sailing boats, and is notorious for the
wickedness of its inhabitants.

Austin’s Town is no town at all, but a village
situated in a rather pretty part of the coast. It is
characteristically named, as Ligon testifies, “ not after
any saint, but after a wilde, mad, drunken fellow,
whose lewd and extravagant carriage made him in-
famous in the iland.”* A little beyond Austin’s is a
fine specimen of a raised beach, and the rocks are
undermined by the ocean to an extraordinary depth.

* A Trve and Exact History of the lland of Barbados, by RICHARD
LicoN, Gent. London, 1657.
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CHAPTER V.
BARBADOS.

Description of the Island— Geology—Coralline Rocks—Gullies— Cole’s
Cave—Scotland District—St. John’s Church—Ferdinando Palaeo-
logus—Codrington College—Aboriginal Antiquities—Coast Scenery
— Shells — Fish — Reptiles — Birds — Insects — Plants— Fruits —
Climate—Diseases—Hurricanes,

IT is hard to give a readable description of a place
which in great measure is physically so tame and .
uninteresting as is Barbados, but the attempt shall
nevertheiess be made.

The island, which is twenty-one miles long by
fourteen in breadth at the widest point, resembles
in shape a shoulder of mutton, the thin end being
towards the north. It is divided into eleven parishes,
most of which are again divided ecclesiastically into
chapelry districts. The geological structure of the
island is curious, and deserves a closer investigation
than it has received. Unlike the rest of the Antilles,
it presents no traces of igneous origin or volcanic
formation. At least three-fourths of the island—all,
i.e. except the so-called ““Scotland district”—is formed
of reefs of coral rock, which rise in successive terraces
from the south and west towards the east and north,
the former being evidently those which were the last
upheaved. Upon these terraces of coral lies a deposit
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of brown or black soil, the remains of the forests,
which, before its settlement and cultivation, everywhere
covered the island. This soil is of great richness,
and notwithstanding the destructive practice of burn-
ing the trash of the sugar-canes year after year, seems
still of exuberant fertilit;~. Latterly, however, guano
has been used to a considerable extent, and without
artificial stimulus the soil can scarcely be expected to
hold out for many years longer. The expanses of
ground lying upon the successive rock-terraces are of
a plain or gently undulating character, and present
to view wide tracts of undivided cane-fields, and yam
and sweet-potato grounds, dotted here and there with
the wooden shanties of the labourers, and the estate-

- houses and mills of the planters, with their tall chim-

neys, and groups of three or four cabbage-palms,
But for these last the beholder might almost fancy
himself in Lincolnshire: nothing can be uglier or
more prosaic. There are no hedges or other divisions
between the cane-fields; and, except the few around
the estate-houses, scarcely a tree is to be seen. From
these plains rise the grey terraces of coral rock, which
bound the prospect in that direction, and which often
form steep precipices, at the foot of which the waves
of the ocean probably beat in the successive ages of
their upheaval. These rocks abound with fossil corals,
astreeas, madrepores, and shells, which decrease in
the perfection of their preservation in proportion to
their age, and I have no doubt possess a smaller and
smaller percentage of recent species in proportion to
the elevation at which they occur. In the rocks last
upheaved, near the shore, the fossil coral can scarcely
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be distinguished from the recent, and the shells retain
their colour and pearly enamel. In certain raised
beaches on the leeward coast, consisting of pieces of
rounded limestone and coral, Sir R. H. Schomburghk
states that he was informed Indian hatchets had been
found—a fact which, if established, would bring the
period of progressive upheaval within historical times.
I believe that there are indications that the process is
continued to the present day on the leeward side,
where the water is generally shallow to some distance
from the shore. It should be remarked that a con-
siderable portion of the coast of Barbados is fringed
with reefs of living coral, which will probably, in
course of ages, themselves be lifted up above thke
waters of the ocean, and so add another tract of land
to the island of the future.

The rocks in the higher districts afford a beauti-
fully white building-stone, which, soft and easily
sawed in the quarry, hardens upon exposure to the
air. Little use, however, is made of it except in the
rough ; wood and plaster, or at best unhewn stone, being
the favourite materials for the construction of houses.
The upper plains and the rock terraces which bound
them are intersected and divided by numerous deep
ravines, locally termed “gullies,” which, starting from
the upper country, descend into the regions below.
The lofty sides of these gullies, which are winding and
sinuous in their course, are steep and often precipitous,
and pierced occasionally with caverns, from the roofs
of which depend stalactites formed by the percola-
tion of water charged with lime from the surface.
The great size of many of these stalactites is an
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index of the vast number of ages which have elapsed
since the formation of the rocks in which they occur,
insignificant, in a geological point of view, as that
antiquity is. The finest of these caverns is known
as Cole’s Cave, and is situated in a deep gully in the
parish of St. Thomas. In one of its branches there
is a tolerably copious stream of clear water, the alleged
source of Indian River, near Bridgetown; another
branch is full of innumerable stalactites. But the
most curious feature is the roof, which is occasionally,
for a long distance together, studded with regularly
formed circular indentations, drilled into the rock to
a distance of from three to five feet. These holes
resemble those formed by eddies in the rock-beds
of certain streams, but it is difficult to imagine the
cause of their formation in the place they occupy.
Occurring, as they do, in vast numbers, they assume
the appearance of an architectural ornament. Their
innermost recess is commonly rounded or conical, and
in two or three instances a kind of pipe-hole runs out
of sight upwards.

The gullies form the most striking and peculiar
feature in Barbadian scenery, their jagged and creviced
sides affording harbourage for trees, bushes, trailers, and
creeping plants, which have been exterminated from
the cultivated lands. They are often of great length,
and their depth and steepness will frequently compel
a horsernan to make a long défour in order to avoid
them. Some of the gullies also afford a refuge for
the racoons and monkeys, which advancing cultiva-
tion and rewards for their extirpation have now ren-
dered extremely rare. Besides the gullies there exist
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in places in the flat surface of the land upon the top purple
of the rocks curious circular indentations, sometimes . cactus:
occupied by stagnant ponds of water. These, I take i less 11
it, were formed by the action of the waves when the i known
reefs had reached high-water mark ages untold ago. differe
The small Isle of Anegada is said to present a similar iy Hillab
phenomenon, though on a larger scale. Speaking in g especi:
round numbers, the height reached by the highest curiou
summits of the coral formation may be stated as ‘ on the
something above 1,100 feet, which height is reached : coast «
by a series of six step-like terraces with flat spaces which
between. Wrapped round and enclosed as with a marls,
semicircular wall of rock by this line of eminences, with {
lie the hills, valleys, hillocks, and small plains of the scener
“ Scotland district,” or district “ below the cliff.” This ; that o
is the only picturesque part of Barbados, and though rupted
less like Scotland than Monmouth is like Macedon, ." convul
it does in some slight degree resemble the hill-country portio
of more civilized Sienna, in the shape of its hills and there
valleys of whitish marls and clays. The coralline most ¢
formation is entirely absent from this part of the in cor
island, its place being supplied by earthy marl locally 5 almost
termed chalk. Mount Hillaby, the highest point in been s
the island (1147 feet above the sea), lies just within 3 of Mc
he marl formation; and, whatever may be its base 4 of wh
or innermost composition, it displays this substance escape
alone to the eye. The top of this hill commands a E and bt
beautiful although not altogether panoramic view. E a grea
The whole of the Scotland country lies below ; its ., very i
white hills and water-worn valleys trending down- Th
wards to the sea, whose shores are varied here and ‘3 stand
there with sand-hills, bound together by enormous J lovely
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purple-flowering sea convolvuli,and tufted with prickly
cactuses. The marls of Scotland abound with count-
less myriads of the fossil cases of the animalcules
known as Polycystina, of which no less than fifty-four
different species have been found on the top of Mount
Hillaby alone. The strata of some of the hills below,
especially at “ Chalky Mount” near the sea, are
curiously convoluted, and resemble those of the Drift
on the coast of Norfolk and elsewhere on the Eastern
coast of England. The abrupt walls of coralline rock
which form the enclosing boundary of the clays and
marls, with their huge fallen fragments overgrown
with trailers and brushwood, present pictures of
scenery which bears a very striking resemblance to
that of the Undercliff in the Isle of Wight. The dis-
rupted rocks were probably detached by the same

convulsion of nature which burst open the gullies. In
portions of the Scotland country and its continuation
there are beds of bituminous shale which exhales a

most offensive smell, and petroleum has been obtained
in considerable quantities. In Turner’s Hall Wood,
almost the sole remnant of original forest which has
been spared by man, and which lies on the shoulder
of Mount Hillaby, there is a small hole in the bed
of what after rain is a streamlet, from which a gas
escapes, which ignites when a candle is applied to it,
and burnsa considerable time. The Barbadians make
a great fuss upon this local lion, which, after all, is a
very little one. i

The Church and Rectory of St. John’s parish
stand upon the edge of a lofty cliff, and command a
lovely view of the under-country beneath and the sea
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beyond. A “pulpit rock” like that at Bonchurch
projects from the churchyard. Connected with this
burial-ground is the only bit of poetry or interesting
history of which the meagre annals of Barbados can
boast. There lie the remains of Ferdinando Palaologus,
son of Theodoro Palaeologus, “of Pesaro in Italy,
descended from ye Imperiall lyne of ye last Cliristian
Emperors of Greece.”* His mother was one of the
family of Balls of Hadleigh in Suffolk, which family
was connected with Barbados. Schomburghk states
the curious fact alluded to by Dean Stanley in his
Memorials of. Westminster Abbey, that during the
War of Independence the provisional Greek Govern-
inent wrote to the English authorities of Barbados to
ask whether any male descendant of the Palaologi
was still in existence, and requesting that in that case
he should be provided with the means of returning to
Greece at their expense. This application was, how-
ever, made in vain, for Ferdinando died in 1678 without
issue, and seems to have been the last of the Palaologi.
When the vault was opened in 18371, the head was
found “lying to the West, the feet pointing towards
the East, according to Greek custom,” } and this, or a
reluctance to mingle the ashes of the descendants of
the Imperial occupiers of the Byzantine throne with
the servile dust of Bimshire, led to the body being
surrounded with quicklime.

* Epitaph at Llandulph, Cornwall, where Theodore lies interred.
‘¢ Ferdinando’s eldest brother Theodore was buried in St. Andrew's

Chapel in Westminster Abbey, 1644.” Memorials of Westminster Abbey,
P. 326. Gentleman’s Magazine, 1843, Part IL. p. 28. Dean Stanley

remarks, ‘It is said a member of the family is still living.”
t Schomburght, p. 231.
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A little south of St. John’s Church, but below the
cliff, stands, in a beautiful situation, the College
founded in 1714, under the will of General Christopher
Codrington, Governor of the Windward Islands,
Fellow of All Souls, and donor of the magnificent
library of that ancient and hospitable house. The
college buildings are plain enough, but the influence
of Oxford and of the training of All Souls is apparent
at every turn, and to this day Codrington College is
the one gentlemanlike place in Barbados. There is a
fine, airy hall, a desolate and dilapidated but withal
collegiate-looking chapel, a library, and a noble
residence for the principal, who with the assistant
tutor form the college staff, and educate eight
students per year. Hard by rise some delicious
springs of fresh water, which supply a fine swimming-
bath, and form a small lake or rather pond, overhung
by fine cabbage-palms. The College, with a kind of
Grammar School on the hill above, is supported by
the neighbouring estates, which yield the handsome
income of about 2,400/ per annum, of which the
trustees are the committee of the S. P. G. It is a
thousand pities that this fine foundation should be in
such a miserably depressed condition, and that such
large funds should be expended on the instruction of
less than half a score of students per annum. A
portion ought clearly to be given to the master of the
Grammar School, an extremely able Englishman,
formerly of Rossall and Cheltenham, who, spite of
Barbadian jealousy and prejudice, is doing real
educational work, and who receives in return for his
services not one single farthing of stipend, but merely
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the use of the school-house rent-free. The under-
masters are paid out of the head-master’s own pocket.

In the neighbourhood of the College are found an
immense number of the ancient Carib or Indian
weapons, or rather implements, which occur also in
almost every other part of the island. Less notice
than they deserve has been taken of these interesting
objects, which are not only curious in themselves as
relics of a bygone race, but are useful for comparison
with remains of the same class found in England and
other countries. Barbados affording no hard stone,
the ancient inhabitants availed themselves of the hard,
massive shells of a species of conch which is abundant
in the neighbouring seas, and from these and others
formed their implements for daily use. Stone imple-
ments are of extremely rare occurrence. One given
me by Mr. W. A. Culpeper was found in a grave with
a human skeleton, which had apparently been interred
in a sitting posture. The dark green stone of which
some are formed is believed to come from the
Oronoco, but I have been unable to find any foundation
for this idea. The commones: shell implements are a
kind of hatchet, formed with great skill out of solid
shell, of which the natural curve is taken advantage
of in order to make a rest for the right hand. With
the exception of these curved handles many of the
implements resemble the so-called “celts” of the
stone period so common in English collections. The
hatchets, if such they be, are very carefully finished,
and have their cutting edge at the larger end. It may
be conjectured that one use of these instruments may
have been to cut out the charred portions of the heart
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ABORIGINAL IMPLEMENTS, 45

of a tree intended for a canoe. Their number is
surprising. Near St. Luke’s Chapel, at the centre of
the island, I one day found seven specimens on the
surface of the soil in a small gully in less than ten
minutes. In St. James’s parish several cart-loads were
discovered at one time and carried away to macadamize
aroad. Associated with the hatchets are found objects
about the same size, upon the under-side of which are
several bars in relief, formed by the natural risings of
the lip of the shell. I was disposed at first to consider
that these curious objects might have been hones, but
as I have only seen one out of many at all worn down,
I am compelled to relinquish that idea as untenable.
In shape they somewhat resemble some of the clay
flesh-rubbers used in baths and made at Siout in
Egypt. I have met with a few other objects of the
same date. One is a circular disc of shell, grooved at
the back, which I found near Codrington College ;
another is a small head, somewhat resembling that of
a turtle, and made of shell, discovered with a number
of hatchets near the sea in St. James’s parish. At
Consett Point I found, along with other instruments; a
large disc of fine unburnt clay. Humboldt mentions
that some of the Caribs of South America allay their
hunger by eating clay, and it is possible that this disc
may have been prepared for that purpose. Fragments
of a curious thick sun-burnt and lightly-burnt brown
or reddish pottery, closely resembling the ware of the
ancient Britons and the rude ware of the pagan Saxons,
are found along with the implements, and large pottery
idols even have been discovered. The heads of two
of these in my own possession are ugly and monstrous,
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and represent evil rather than good divinities. These those
Indian remains are found so universally and in such 7 includ
large numbers as to put the existence of a large ; anima
stationary population beyond a doubt. The shell to see
implements are not found in any of the other islands.* late R
Some of the coast-scenery of Barbados is deci- the is
dedly pretty. Sometimes a white shell-strewn semi- i beauti
circle of sand, with a spit of land hard by, crowned by curiou
a few feathery cocoa-nut palms, will delight the way- ] with
farer's eyes. The eastern side, which faces the main leewai
ocean, is far the boldest; but the coral rocks, under- \ Se
mined and worn into a thousand caves and fissures ! Eurog
by the tremendous swell of the Atlantic, nowhere ; of gm
rise into sublimity. The water is everywhere of 4 beauti
exquisite clearness, and where the curling waves and Cr
a long line of surf show that a coral reef lies off the indivi
shore, the bottom between the two is generally equal
formed of a fine white sand made up of comminuted i are g
atoms of coral, and over this the colour of the sea is 4 perfec
of the most brilliant and lovely green. 4 shore.
Shells are numerous and pretty : among them is . some
found the beautiful Zanthina communis, which is , Fi
sometimes swept across the Atlantic and stranded 3 numb
on the coasts of Clare and Kerry. The land-shells attent
are not of great interest, excepting one enormous ] which

snail, which lays eggs of a white colour as large as ; occup
favou

* A detailed notice of these antiquities, and of some curious artificial seasot

niched caverns in St. Michael’s parish, which I excavated before leaving b much
Barbados, will be found in a forthcoming number of the Fournal of the . food 1
Royal Archeological Institute., 1 have given a large series to the Christy o 1
Collection of the British Museum, where they may be seen by the L)
many

curious.
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SHELLS—LAND-CRABS—FISH, 47

those of a starling. A beautiful little pink shell, snail
included, appears when the egg is hatched, and the
animal immediately protrudes his horns, and begins
to seek for food. This snail was introduced by the
late Rev. Mr. Parkinson, but has now spread all over
the island. Its teeth and cutting apparatus form a
beautiful object under the microscope. Some very
curious little freshwater shells of a brown colour,
with large spines, are found in the ditches on the
leeward side,

Seaweeds are far less beautiful than they are in
Europe. The great sea-fan is common ; many kinds
of gorgonias and sponges abound, and, of course,
beautiful coral is to be picked up everywhere.

Crustaceans are numerous both in species and
individuals. The sea cray-fishes are by no means
equal to the English lobster, but some of the crabs
are good. The so-called “land-crabs” become a
perfect nuisance in gardens situated near the sea-
shore. Fed on meal for a short time, they are whole-
some eating, and make excellent soup.

Fish are found rather than caught in vast
numbers round the shores of Barbados. Far too little
attention has been paid to the subject of fisheries,
which, with a little encouragement, might afford
occupation to a large number of persons. The
favouri o fish of all are the flying-fish, which in the
season are hawked about all over the island, and are
much esteemed by the inhabitants. As an article of
food I consider them much overrated. As a general
rule, while nothing can surpass the radiant beauty of
many varieties, the fish are by no means so good for
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food as those of cooler seas. The Baracuta is firm
and rich, but rather resembles meat than fish. A very
delicious variety known as the “ Grass fish” somewhat
resembles a smelt ; it is caught on the east coast, but
seldom finds its way to the market at Bridgetown.
Different varieties of the Clatodon, known as “school-
mistresses,” “nincompoops,” and “striped angels,”
are of pre-eminent beauty and the most brilliant tints,
and are withal good eating.

Turtles are found occasionally, and the market is
tolerably well supplied. Land lizards are common,
and some are of great beauty. The green variety
is easily tamed, and when the accustomed call or
whistle is heard they will flock in numbers to receive
sugar or sweet biscuit, feeding even from the hand
or mouth of their benefactor. These creatures are
attracted by music, and may be approached and
caught by any one who will continue whistling a tune.
Cats catch and eat lizards in considerable numbers,
and their leanness is commonly ascribed by the
creoles to this diet. It is a fundamental article of
belief with the Barbadians that their cats have longer
tails than any others. Fortunately the only snake, a
brown one, now rarely seen, is harmless. A hideous
and disgusting toad (Bufo agua) erroneously called the
Crapaud, swarms over the whole country. It is not
indigenous, but was introduced from Demerara by a
gentleman still living, who thought he was introducing
the edible frog! No means were taken to punish the
enlightened individual who occasioned this horrible
nuisance, or to compel him to abate it.

Five land mammals only are indigenous in Bar-
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bados : of these the monkey and the racoon* are rarely
met with, and are confined to the undercliff of the
Scotland district, and to a few gullies ; the others are
a field-mouse, and two kinds of bats, Grampuses,
however, and porpoises, or dolphins, are common in
the surrounding seas, and are caught in considerable
numbers, especially on the leeward coast. I had one
day the good fortune to see a huge grampus attacked
by two enemies, probably threshers, off Consett
Point. The vast creature flung himself repeatedly
clean out of the water, in his endeavours to escape.

It is singular that two hundred years ago camels
were imported into Barbados and used as beasts of
burden. The moistness of the climate was probably
unfavourable to their breeding, and they have been
long extinct. The discovery of the bones of these
huge animals will be a puzzle for future geologists.

Of birds there are but few species. Of these, the
humming-birds are the most beautiful. Two kinds
are enumerated, Zrockilus cristatus and Lampornis
mango ; but there is probably at least two others.
A Dutch gentleman, M. Wilderboer, residing in Bar-
bados, states that he has collected specimens of five
species, which he has sent to the collection of the
Smithsonian Institute at Washington. These exqui-
site little creatures especially affect gardens, and are
very little afraid of the proximity of man. Amongst
themselves they are remarkably quarrelsome, and
sometimes they will even “mob” a blackbird. One
kind makes its tiny nest, in which its two white pea-

* It is stated that this racoon is of a distinct species, a fact which
ought to be clearly ascertained.

4
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like eggs are deposited, of some soft silk or cotton,
and then dots it over with little spots of green, as if
on purpose for ornament. One of the commonest
birds is the blackbird (Quisqualus crassirostris), which
in colour resembles the English blackbird, though
with a more prononcé tail, and bright yellow eyes.
In character he is like the jackdz.iw, being a sensible,
perky fellow, of a lively, garrulous, and inquisitive
disposition. On Shrove Tuesday the people have a
cruel custom of fitting spurs upon these birds, and
then setting them to fight, which they do with all the
gallantry of well-trained game-cocks. The yellow-
breast (Certhiola flaveola) is a pretty little bird, which
frequents and builds in gardens. The nest looks like
a mere wisp at a distaice, but on a closer inspection
proves to be made with considerable art, if not with
an instinctive intention to deceive, the entrance being
below and carefully concealed. A species of plover,
known as the blackbreasts (Clharadrius virginicus),
arriving from the West, passes over or through Bar-
bados about August 25; the females, called the
whitebreasts, arriving after their lords have departed.

The poverty of the Barbadian Fauna in many
departments is disagreeably compensated by the
multitudes of noxious insects, in which the plagues of
Egypt, or worse, are reproduced. The houses all
swarm with enormous cockroaches. Tarantulas, chigos
ticks, gallinippers, scorpions, and, worse than all,
centipedes, or “forty-legs,” conspire to render life a
burden. The effects of the bite of the latter insect—
as I know from experience—are curious, producing
fever and a peculiar nervous sensation, apprehension,
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and agitation of mind. No article of food is safe
from the depredations of ants, which pervade every-
thing indoors and out. The inhabitants seem scarcely
conscious of the existence of these pests, which excite
loathing in the mind of a European. One happy
circumstance is that one species of ant feeds upon
another. ‘
The botany of Barbados is less interesting than
that of the other islands, and the great area of culti-
vated land confines the most interesting plants to
the gullies and to the undercliff in the parishes of
SS. John and Peter. The stately cabbage-palm, so
often found near the estate-houses, is the most striking
tree ; but it is not indigenous, having been introduced
from Jamaica in 1756. A thin grey column rises to a
vast height, surmounted by a green fleshy capital,
from which springs a graceful tuft of huge feathery
fronds. Just below the point of junction between
pillar and capital, a number of green pegs stick out,
which in time throw out feathery bunches of yellow-
ish-white flower, which, when young and tender, are
esteemed by some persons when prepared as a pickle.
The “cabbage,” or central part of the green top, is
seldom eaten in Barbados, as its excision would entail
the destruction of an entire tree ; but it is a favourite
dish in the other islands. In taste it resembles sea-
kale. Of the non-indigenous cocoa-nut palm, the
groves which formerly adorned the coasts have almost
entirely disappeared, in consequence of the ravages of
a minute insect belonging to the genus ../Jeyrodes.
The mackaw or grou-grou palm is curious ; but it is
now confined to the remoter gullies, which produce
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also the beautiful fan-palm. The tree from which
Barbados derives its name is generally believed to be
the Ficus laurifolia or bearded fig, a most singular-
looking tree, from whose branches beards of matted
roots depend. Some of these, reaching the ground,
take root, and form massive supports, while others,
embracing the parent-trunk and branches, cover them
with a twisted network, which gradually hardens into
solid wood. The “evergreen tree” (Ficus nitida),
which, though not indigenous, is very common in
Barbados, has a similar property, resembling in this
respect its congener the famous banyan-tree of the
East Indies. Very little fine timber has escaped
destruction. In fact, a Barbadian planter hates a
tree as a bull does a red rag, or a Murphyite a
Roman bull, though with more reason.

Perhaps the finest tree in the island is the enor-
mous silk-cotton (Eriodendron Ceiba) in St. Philip’s
churchyard, which vies in grandeur with the hugest
oaks of Bagot’'s Park or Beau Manor. Its immense
spread of branches is indeed amazing. The silk-
cotton is in all respects a magnificent tree, with
shining fingered leaves resembling those of the horse-
chestnut. It bears pendent green pouches, which
opening when ripe, and turning inside out, display
a light brown silk of the most exquisite texture
and softness, and wrapped together in the closest pos-
sible compass—a very miracle of good packing. The
trunk is slightly thorny, of a fine brown colour, and
shoots up to a great height before the expansion of
the branches. At the height of a few feet narrow
buttresses stand out from the parent stems, and
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gradually decrease into sinuous roots, which run
along the ground, like chains of hills running out
from a central mountain mass. The silk is used
for stuffing pillows, but does not exist in sufficient
quantities to form an article of commerce. Of the
smaller plants the most interesting are epiphytes,
orchids or air-plants, of which one kind bears a white
feathery flower, with a delicious smell. A con-
volvulus with dark green leaves and bright yellow
flowers is curious, and might perhaps be introduced
into England. The sea-convolvulus, which binds
together the sand-hills, recalls the convolvulus so
common on the Norfolk coast and on the “Denes”
at Yarmouth, but its long shoots will often extend
themselves ten or fifteen feet. It is interesting to
observe how a littoral vegetation seems to repeat
itself in different parts of the world. Some of the
liliaceous plants which adorn the gullies, and especi-
ally a delicate snow-white and a large red lily with
a yellow eye, are very beautiful, and rival those of
the Cape. The absence of mountains, and its com-
parative dryness during a part of the year, deprive
.Barbados of the extraordinary number of crypto-
gamous plants or ferns which are found in the rest
of the West Indies. The whole number of native
ferns may be set down as less than a score..
Excepting yams, sweet potatoes, eddows and pump-
kins, vegetables are few and poor. Of cultivated
fruits the best are the shaddock and the grape-fruit,
of which the latter may be described as something
between an orange and a lemon, but much larger
than either. The oranges are green, sweet and insipid,
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and every way inferior to those of the Levant. Most
of the other fruits, excepting, of course, the familiar
banana, I consider superlatively nasty : perhaps the
best is the sapadilla. The hog-plum would be edible
if there were anything in it to eat. It consists of an
immense stone within a soft rind ; the little juice that
there is tastes like the recollection of strawberries
and cream, the cream predominating, with the addi-
tion of a little senna. English names, such as goose-
berry, plum, and cherry have been applied apparently
at haphazard to fruits which have nothing in common
with those bearing the same names in England. With
still greater folly the Barbadian folk call their island

“ Little England,” which reminds one of the Mr.

Buggins who assumed the name of Norfolk Howard.

On the whole, I have no doubt that Barbados is
one of the healthiest places of residence in the West
Indies. It is drier, windier, and has little or no
malaria. But it cannot be called a good residence
for an invalid. There is a burning sun, and the dust
and glare are insufferable, notwithstanding that there
is a shower of rain almost every day during a large
portion of the year. Except in Bridgetown, which
is the unhealthiest place in the island, provisions are
difficult to obtain, and good or clean women servants
are scarcely to be had at all.

The climate is excessively exhausting, though,
perhaps, more so to the Creoles than to Europeans
on their first arrival. 1 have no doubt that the great
thing for an Englishman to do is to live well and to
persist in doing that which the climate indisposes him
to do,—take plenty of active exercise. This prevents
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the stagnation of mind and blood which is inherent
in the natives. Flannel should always be worn next
the skin. Fruit—and especially shaddocks, limes,
and oranges—should be eaten freely, and the hot
peppers so much in vogue seem to give a useful
stimulus to the constitution. Sudden emotions of the
mind, such as grief, or anger, have a far more powerful
effect upon the system than in England. Febrile
affections and attacks of ague are common, but may
often be avoided by attention to diet and exercise,
or averted by the timely use of quinine. Sea-bathing
does not seem to have the bracing effect upon the
system that it has in cooler climes. Yellow fever
occasionally visits Barbados, the dirty town of Bridge-
town especially. At such times the troops are moved
and placed under canvas at Gun Hill near the centre
of the island. The most abnormal, as well as the
most disgusting, diseases are leprosy and a kind of
elephantiasis.  The latrer disease, known also as
“ Barbados leg,” is common. One of the legs generally
swells up to a gigantic size, and cracks in places,
while the other has a tendency to shrivel up. I have
little doubt that one great cause of the prevalence of
leprosy is the difficulty of obtaining water for washing
during great part of the year. There is a lazar-house
near Bridgetown appropriated to the reception of
lepers, and there are commonly from sixty to a
hundred inmates. This filthy disease afflicts gentle
as well as simple, whites aswell as blacks, and leprous
ladies may even be met with in society. I have no
means of ascertaining the fact, but blindness appears
to me to be unusually common. This I should ascribe
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to the want of shade, and to the glare of the white
coral roads. Though colds, sore throats, and influenza
are very common, consumption is rarely met with, I
believe the Zigher parts of Barbados would be a good
residence for a person in the earlier stages of pulmonary
disease, provided he had personal friends around him,
some engrossing pursuit to compensate for' the utter
want of intellectual society, and ample means to
enable him to obtain the necessaries of life. But, after
all, he might live for less money in civilized Italy, or
in the glorious climate and amidst the marvels of
Upper Egypt, where the dry sweet air of the desert,
and a population which, if not book-learned, is instinct
with natural sagacity and mental life, are alike anta-
gonistic to the sense of sadness and depression which
is so much felt in the West Indies. During the wet
season, which, beginning in June, extends indefinitely
onwards, almost everything which has not been de-
stroyed by the previous parching drought, is destroyed
by damp, and if anything is left by the damp and
drought, it is devoured by insects. The ants will
prepare a skeleton of a fat toad in a manner worthy
of the College of Surgeons in a few hours, and the de-
struction of books by cockroaches is positively heart-
rending. The effects of climate are curiously exem-
plified in the case of the sheep, which entirely loses
its wool (as if hopeless of emulating the negroes), and
is covered instead with short bay or yellow hair, which
is completely black at the muzzle and under the belly.
I have even seen fortoiseshell sheep. To do them
justice, these lanky creatures afford excellent mutton.

Europeans, on their first arrival, are generally afflicted
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by prickly heat, or by a kindred but still more dis-
agreeable affection. Lumps and blotches appear on
the limbs accompanied by the most violent irritation,
and these, when scratched, turn into blisters, full of a
pale yellow acrid matter. If any one desires to
know the sensation of prickly heat, he may do so by
attending implicitly to the following directions :—
Being first covered with chilblains, get yourself stung
all over the body by alternate musquitos, and stinging
red ants: rub in a little cayenne pepper: get a friend
to whip you with nettles ; and lastly, roll for an hour or
two upon several dozen of the best Whitechapel needles
with the points upwards. This receipt is infallible.
H. N. Coleridge remarks what a trial it is for a well-
disposed young man to converse with ladies when
in the usual state of profuse perspiration, but the trial
would be greater were not the dear creatures them-
selves perpetually in the condition so graphically
described by Miss Carolina Wilhelmina Amelia Skeggs
and Lady Blarney.

There is no doubt that the climate of Barbados
has been sensibly affected by the wholesale destruc-
tion of trees,and at the present time it depends for its
supply of rain upon the clouds which are collected on
the damp mountains of the other islands. An easterly
wind blows almost continuously throughout the year,
and without this the climatewould be almostintolerable.
About once in every fiity years Barbados is visited by
a hurricane, and the inhabitants make it a boast (and
truly, for once,) that #zeir hurricanes are more destruc-
tive than those of other people. Many of the houses
are built with “hurricane cellars;” insurances are
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raised during the hurricane season, and a form of
deprecation is used in the churches. But seeing that
they purify the air, destroy sugar-ants, and frighten
people living in sin into getting married, hurricanes
are by no means unmixed evils, and I would never
consent to pray against them. The hurricanes always
occur during the autumnal months; the latest on
record in the West Indies being, it seems, that of

October 29th, which I so narrowly escaped at St.
Thomas.
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CHAPTER VL
BARBADOS.

The Black Population—Settlement of the Island—White Slaves—Treat-
ment of Negro Slaves—Prosecution of the Rev. W. M. Harte—
Labour Question—Negro Shanties—Dress—Children—Disposition
—Sobriety—Sensuality—Cruel Treatment of the Poor—Negroes in
Church — Need of Division of the Services — Education—Lord
Metcalfe on the Anabaptist Sect—African Names—Amusements—
Marriages—Obeah.

IT is generally believed that when Barbados was

visited in 1605 by the captain and crew of the Olive
Blossom, there were none of the aboriginal inhabitants
residing in the island. This, however, does not seem
to be satisfactorily proved: indeed, Hughes, in his
Natural History of Barbados, quotes certain then
existing traditions which seem to show the exact
contrary ; and the circumstance that the discoverers
named the little stream north of Bridgetown “Indian
River,” and that at least two places were named
“Indian Pond,” points also to a different conclusion.
The aborigines were, however, at that time probably
but few in number ; though the immense quantity of
their works of art which are from time to time dis-
covered prove that they must previously have existed
in vast numbers. The fertility of the soil, and the
absence of grand natural features, early made Bar-
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bados a tempting field for the greed and enterprise
of English colonists. African slaves must have been
very early imported to cultivate the land; for an
insurrection occurred amongst them as early as 1649,
which being put down, no less than eighteen of the
principal insurgents were executed. During the Com-
monwealth, the stock of slaves was largely increased
by the arrival of poor Zriskmen, sold into slavery to
the Barbadian proprietors by that distinguished lover
of freedom, Oliver Cromwell. “A number of persons,”
also, “apprehended on account of the Salisbury rising
of Penruddock and Grove, were sold to Barbados for
1,550 lbs. of sugar each, more or less, according to
their working faculties.” Many of these stated, in their
memorial to Parliament, that they had been im-
prisoned without trial and without inculpation in the
Salisbury plot. They arrived in Barbados on May 7,
1656, and were sold as the goods and chattels of
Martin Noel, Major Thomas Alderne, and Captain
Henry Hatsell. “Among these unfortunate men
were divines, officers, and gentlemen, who were em-
ployed in menial work, grinding at the mills, attend-
ing at the furnaces, and digging in that scorching
island, being bought and sold from one planter to the
other, or attached like horses or beasts for the debt of
their masters, being whipped at the whipping-post as
rogues, and sleeping in sties worse than hogs in Eng-

land.”* Such was freedom in the eleventh year of
England’s liberty !

* England’s Slavery, or Barbados Merchandise. London : printed

in the eleventh year of England’s liberty, 1659. Quoted by Schom-
burghk, p. 284.
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Ligon tells an amusing story apropos of the
subject of the excellence of the hogs in 1657, which
illustrates the estimation in which the unhappy white
slaves were held. He says, “A planter in the iland
came to his neighbour, and said to him, ¢ Neighbour,
I heare you have lately bought good store of servants
out of the last ship that came from England, and I
heare withall that you want provisions. I have greate
want of a woman servant, and shall be glad to make
an exchange ; if you will let me have some of your
woman’s flesh, you shall have some of my hogg’s
flesh.” So the price was set—a groat a pound for the
hogg’s flesh, and sixpence for the woman’s flesh. The
scales were set up; and the planter had a maide that
was extreme fat, lasie, and good for nothing. Her
name was Honor. The man brought a great fat
sowe, and put it on one scale, and Honor was put in
the other; but when he saw how much his maide
outwayed his sowe, he broke off the bargain, and
would not go on.” Ligon says it was common to sell
their servants for commodities.*

In 1753 the number of negro slaves had increased
to 69,000, and in 1829 to no less than 82,902, the
whites in the latter year being only 14,959, and the
free coloured persons 5,146. The exact number of
the black inhabitants at the present time is unknown,
but the increase is enormous. In 1844, taking the
whole area of the island and its population, 7348
individuals were found upon each square mile. The
rapid and immense increase of the slave population
may seem surprising, but for some time at least

* LIGON, p. 59.
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before emancipation, though that period is still spoken
of by the negroes as “ Barbarity Times,” it does not
appear that the slaves of Barbados underwent muck
physical suffering. It paid the masters to give them
plenty to eat, just as it pays the owner to keep his
horse in good condition. But every kind of moral
degradation was heaped upon the unfortunate crea-
tures by their proprietors, to whose lust and caprices
they were ever exposed. They were not allowed to
marry, and the utmost jealousy was exhibited when
attempts were made to instruct them in Christian
principles and to extend to them Christian privileges.
For this purpose missionaries were despatched from
England, and in 1808 the then Bishop of London
recommended the clergy of the West Indies to esta-
blish Sunday schools for the instruction of the negro
children. This system was adopted by the rector
of St. Joseph’s parish, a clergyman of the name of
Harte, upon Sunday, July 24, 1808. Up to that
time the negro population had been regarded by the
clergy as extra-parochial! Something, indeed, had

been attempted by the Moravian Brethren, but in

1791 the number of baptized negroes under their
superintendence amounted to only forty-seven,

In 1827 the Rev. W. M. Harte, then rector of St.
Lucy’s parish, was made the subject of a bitter perse-
cution on the part of the white inhabitants on account
of his zeal for the spiritual improvement of the slaves.
Although his conduct met with the entire approval
of his bishop, Dr. Coleridge, charges were brought
against him at the Court of Grand Sessions, and the
white jury found him guilty of misdemeanor. Upon
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this Mr. Harte appealed to the King, and by him
was unconditionally pardoned. This act of humanity
and justice led to violent recriminations between the
Barbados House of Assembly and the Secretary for
the Colonies, which ended in the former getting a
severe rap over the knuckles from the authorities at
home. From this time, it seems, Christian education
made some progress amongst the slaves. Meanwhile
Clarkson, Wilberforce, Stephen, Henry Brougham,
Macaulay, T. Fowell-Buxton, and others were pursu-
ing those noble and disinterested labours in England,
which resulted in the Emancipation Act, which decreed
that from August 1, 1834, slavery should be abolished
in the dominions of the British Crown. That there
were humane and far-seeing men, like Sir R. Bowcher
Clarke, the present Chief Justice of Barbados, in the
West Indies who advocated and approved of emanci-
pation, is indeed true, but there is no doubt that the
measure was passed in the teeth of the wishes of the
mass of the planters. The animus of the class is well
exemplified by the fact that the infamous law which
fixed the fine for murdering a slave at 15/ currency
was not amended until 1805, and “then the Act was
so carelessly worded as to render a conviction for the
murder of a slave a matter of the greatest difficulty,”*
and the murderer could only be convicted upon the
evidence of one or more w/hite persons. It was not
until 1831 that an Act passed the Legislature which
admitted a slave’s evidence in any court in the island.

Taking the West Indies generally, it is undeni-
able that the just and righteous act of emancipation

* Schomburghtk.
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was by no means an unmixed advantage to the
negroes. In those islands where the rich virgin soil
is watered by pcrennial streams descending from the
mountains, and where there exists almost unlimited
room for squatters, habits of great idleness were
speedily engendered amongst the lately-freed slaves.
A man, who being constitutionally lazy to begin with,
having no high aims, and little ambition, finding him-
self moreover able to support life by merely scratching
up the ground for a crop of yams or plantains, had no
inducement to labour. He therefore lay in the sun,
and ate and snoozed and strummed a banjo and
begot a large family of litt'c blackamoors, and became
more and more degraded and unfit for the rights of
citizenship. But this evil was little felt in Barbados,
where there is no bush or virgin soil to fall back upon,
where almost every inch of available soil is under
cultivation, and where the demand for labour is con-
sequently great. In fact, at the present day, the
black labouring class are not otherwise than an in-
dustrious set of people. They do not work with the
persistency of English labourers, but still they work,
and work cheerfully after their fashion. Experience
has convinced me that when a Barbadian planter
complains of the idleness of the negroes, the real
truth is that he himself will not give a fair price for
labour. Where this is done labour can always be
nad, and it is no discredit to a man to refuse to work
at starvation prices. The women work as constantly
in the cane-fields as the men, to the great neglect of
their children, and the great increase of immorality.
Ploughs are still comparatively little used ; spades,
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scythes, and sickles are unknown, the old-fashioned
hoe and knife being still the universal implements.
The usual wages for an able-bodied adult labourer is
from one shilling to one shilling and threepence a day,
but they seldom work more than five days a week.
The women receive about fourpence or fivepe ice less.
In the crop-season, however, much higher wages are
expected and obtained.

The wooden shanties of the labouring popula-
tion are a disgrace to the proprietors upon whose
estates they are knocked up. They are invariably
of but one story, and commonly consist only of
a single room, which is divided into two com-
partments, of which the outer one is termed the
“hall.” The inner compartment, which is divided
from the outer by a wooden partition, less high than
the roof, is generally nearly filled up by an enormous
bedstead, often a four-poster. In these houses may
commonly be found three and even tour genera-
tions, with the addition not infrequently of lodgers.
Decency and cleanliness are of course almost im-
possible in these wretched dwellings, and they gene-
rally swarm with vermin. Water for cooking is
fetched by the women in large red pots from stagnant
ponds, often at a long distance, and though the water
in the dry season becomes scarce and extremely filthy
and unwholesome, dripstones, which may be purchased
for a few shillings, are scarcely ever used. This, added
to their insufficiently cooked food, makes the children
pot-bellied, and exposes them to much suffering from
worms. I do not believe that the people are wilfully
uncleanly in their persons. They are passionately fond
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of bathing, and their indulgence in washing is only
limited by the want of water. Glass is never used for
windows, and the rain is kept out by wooden shutters.
These lasc are kept closed at night and during the
slightest ailment, so that the atmosphere within is
stifling in the extreme. This abhorrence of fresh air is
probably one cause of the great prevalence of colds and
rheumatism. Most of the cottagers keep fowls, a pig
or two, and a goat. Some of the more thriving keep
a cow and others add turkeys, which cost little or
nothing, as they are fed at their neighbours’ expense.

Attached to each shanty there is usually a small
provision-ground, in which are grown canes, plantains,
yams, sweet potatoes, bananas, eddows, guinea-corn,
manioc or cassava, ocres, and other vegetables. The
cassava flour, unless properly prepared, is extremely
poisonous, and deaths from this cause are of fre-
quent occurrence. There is, moreover, a bastard
species of cassava, which is not easily distinguished
from the true, and which is often the cause of
accidents. Eddows, which are white roots, like small
Jerusalem artichokes, are accounted very whole-
some and nourishing, but to a European taste they
are very mawkish, whether plain or made into soup.
Bananas are numerous and very good, a small garden
sort, called “figs,” being the best. Some cottagers
cultivate ginger, red-peppers, and the medicinal aloes.
The children of the poorer people run about up to
the age of ten or more, almost and often altogether
naked, or a single shirt or strip of sackcloth alter-
nates with nothing at all. The older women wear a
singularly graceful and becoming white head-dress;
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the girls more commonly a gay striped handkerchief,
disposed, more Africano, turban-wise. On great occa-
sions, such as weddings, the women come out in snow-
white muslin dresses, trimmed in really exquisite
taste with blue, pink, or sea-green braid or ribbons.
As the abomination of stays is not in use, the good
figures of the young women are shown to great advan-
tage in their artistically-made frocks. The negro girl
seems to be born a modiste. The head, especially in
the case of the little girls, is divided into a number of
parterres, from the centre of each of which depends a
little plait of frizzly black wool. Generally speaking,
the negro women dress in excellent taste, and herein
present an agreeable contrast to the draggled and
tawdry wives and daughters of the artisans and small
tradesmen in the great towns of England. Very
little jewellery is made or worn in Barbados, though
it is extensively used in the French and Frenchified
islands. 'When at work both men and women go
barefoot, and the naked legs of the women look like
the legs of mahogany tables peeping out from under-
neath a dirty table-cloth. Many of the men are tall,
well-made fellows, with by no means uncomely faces
and excellent teeth. Their worst point is the legs,
which by no means come up to the Belgravian
flunkey standard in the matter of calves. The people
are of very various shades of colour, from jet black
downwards. The handsomest colour is the black, with
a kind of undertinge of rich copper red. Many of the
girls are really pretty, with excellent figures, teeth,
and eyes, and an innocently playful expression of
countenance very pleasant to behold. Standing in
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repose they are statuesque and graceful enough, but,
except when dancing, they are clumsy in their move-
ments. The indelibility of national characteristics
is curiously exemplified by the women continuing
after so many generations to carry vases and the
like with bent arm upon their open but retorted
hand. But, in general, every burden, whether great
or small, is placed upon the head; and the weights
carried upon the head by some of the women almost
vie with the loads of the Armenian porters of Stam-
boul. The children are often extremely pretty and
intelligent-looking ; and the little bright-eyed black
babies are every way superior in looks, vivacity, and
temper, to the flabby dabby European variety. The
opinion of many African travellers that negro children
are more intelligent than white children, and that
black adults are less intelligent than whites, is, I am
convinced, in the main, a strictly correct one. White
children, as a rule, cannot successfully compete with
the little negroes in the schools of Barbados, nor do
they seem so desirous to learn. But I should be
inclined to put the period of the stagnation of intel-
lect later than others have done, as late, 7. e. as seven-
teen or cighteen years of age. Certainly the old
negroes are often densely stupid, and in no people is
the truth of the proverb, “there’s no fool like an old
fool,” more apparent than amongst the blacks. Asa
rule, the 7ising generation of Barbadian negroes speak
English with greater precision and purity of accent
than the whites, whose abeminable whining drawl has
already been mentioned. When pleased, and wishing
to please, the manners of the younge: negroes are
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it, decidedly agreeable. They are natural and self-pos-
e- sessed, and altogether free from the awkwardness
cs which an Englishman feels when in the presence of
ng his “betters.” But they are obstinate and pig-headed,
he and know how to be insolent. Deep down in their
ed i characters there is a strong undercurrent of savagery
at ; and revenge. To say that until recently they were
its ; slaves, is to say that they are utterly indifferent to
st . truth, and that they have no moral feeling in the
n- matter of petty thefts. Though, however, an Eng-
nd lishman may chronicle these characteristics of his
ck 1 black brother, it does not become him to abuse him
nd 3 for them, seeing that lying and dishonesty are the
he natural offspring of slavery. The catechismal dis-
en tinction between *‘ picking” and “stealing” is much
1at appreciated in Barbados; ma.y negroes who would
um not “steal” outright, will “pick” to any extent,
ite During the crop-season the labourers wax fat, and
ith shine from their continual sucking of the sugar-canes,
do which are extremely wholesome and nutritious. Little
be urchins, too, whose parents have not a single inch of
el- cane in cultivation, come to school day after day
:n- with a big cane for their midday lunch. The people
old seem to have a kind of idea that there is no harm in
yis | stealing food for either man or beast.

old ¢ It is commonly said that the negroes are un-
sa grateful ; but it is said, I suspect, by persons not
rak remarkable for kindliness, or justice, or consideration
ent for the feelings of others,—in a word, by those who
1as are not gentlemen in feelings, and who are, conse-
ing quently, undeserving of gratitude. Certainly there

1

are many instances of faithful and attached servants,
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and I have myself experienced very many little
marks of attention, presents of eggs, fruit, and the
like from negroes towards whom I had endeavoured
to act with justice. When about to leave the island,
I had such a quantity of gifts of garden produce
brought me that I could easily have stocked a large
greengrocer’s shop. I gratefully record the faithful
services of a negro boy, named Richard Goddard,
with whom, during a year’s service, I had never to
find fault for either word or deed. But the negroes
are fickle, and easily take offence, especially if their
dignity is wounded. Sometimes they will imagine a
cause of offence, become estranged from their bene-
factors, at times even for years, and then return again
as friendly as ever, and as if nothing had happened.
That they are revengeful there is no doubt. An un-
“kind master or unjust manager will be likely enough
in Barbados (although not, I understand, in the other
islands) to find his cane-piece, and even his dwelling-
house, in flames. And to gratify their spite, the
negroes will even fire each other’s houses. I knew a
case in which two diabolical attempts were made to
destroy a negress, who was lying asleep with her four
children with her. In the second instance, kerosine
oil had been poured over the roof-shingles to ensure
a conflagration, and the woman was only saved from
a horrible death by her being awakened by the
crackling of the flames. This love of revenge finds
vent likewise in the fondness which negroes have for
litigation, in the number of false and frivolous charges
which are made and supported by the most awful
perjury, and in the numerous cases which are taken

RSTRE

P
'\




NEGRO CHARACTERISTICS. 71

from the magistrates up to the Court of Appeal.
Cheap law is by no means beneficial to the Barbadian
community. If the cost of appeal was raised to, say
a codple of dollars, and the expense thrown upon the
party losing the case, the people in most cases would
rest satisfied with the first decision.

The regroes are extremely foul-mouthed, and the
women especially are wont to break the third com-
mandment with a good intention, as members of
many sects do in England, by interlarding their con-
versation with continual invocations of the Holy
Name. Quarrels are frequent, and the women will
often stand abusing one another at the distance of a
quarter of a mile, and often, when in closer quarters,
they stand back to back. The noise they make on
these occasions is deafening. With the exception,
perhaps, of Bridgetown, notwithstanding the preva-
lence of low rum-shops, and the temptation thrown in
the people’s way by some of the gentry taking out
retail licences, the negroes are decidedly a sober race.
A drunken man is a far commoner sight in a York-
shire or Somersetshire village’ than in Barbados. If
it be true, as Burton asserts;¥ that “ Africans, like the
lower Asiatics, never drink to excess ; a glass or two is
a thing unknown to them,” this sobriety is extremely
creditable, as displaying a moral triumph over an
innate tendency. The hard drinkers in Barbados are
the white people.

But the great overwhelming and preponderating
sin of the island is the sin of sensuality. That this
sin should be gross and universal cannot, indeed, be

¥ Mission to Gelele, King of Dakomey, ii. 192.
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wondered at, seeing that marriage was permitted
to but very few in slave times, and that planters,
managers of estates, and book-keepers at the present
day habitually set the example of promiscuous immo-
rality.  Purity of life is not likely to be very common
in a country wherein a young labourer may see a
white ““ gentleman,” with a family of bastard children,
clected year after year as one of the committee of
management of a district chapel by the éize of the
“respectable,” ze. the pew-hiring, population. There
does not seem to be the least public opinion against
impurity in a woman. A girl with an illegitimate
child does not lose caste, either amongst her own
people or amongst the “respectable” whites, in
whose houses she will gain a situation as a domestic
servant without the smallest objection being made
on the part of the ladies of the family. Although
murder is a crime of very rare occurrence, yet the
infant mortality amongst the labouring class is so sus-
piciously great that an official investigation is much
needed, although extremely unlikely to be made.

Carelessness of young infants, fondness for and
over-indulgence of children, not unmixed with fitful
harshness and brutal cruelty,—these, and a shocking
disregard of aged and infirm parents, are all charac-
teristic points in the Barbadian negro character.
Against them must be set the frequent adoption of
an orphan by people living in the deepest poverty.
A stringent bastardy law and an improved system of
poor relief are both imperatively needed, but, with
such a House of Assembly as the present, are little
likely to be passed in this generation.
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The saddest fact, perhaps, in connection with
the labouring classes is the miserable condition of
the aged poor. “A labourer,” says the late Rev.
Edward Pinder, in an admirable pamphlet entitled
Meliora, *“ may be struck down with sickness for weeks
or for months without the possibility of earning one
cent for his support; his rent, nevertheless, is de-
manded with the same scrupulous regularity ; no relief
from the estate is granted him ; not a visit of mercy
paid him. So with the aged. They may work on
an estate till grey hairs bespeak their years; their
strength may at last become utterly unavailable for
any physical exertion ; and yet, what is the prospect
that awaits them? In England our unions, at least,
afford a shelter from starvation. Zlkere is no such
asylum or last home here. With the exception of
some precarious and irregular aid occasionally afforded
in extreme cases by the parish, no provision whatever
is made for them.” And again Mr. Pinder says, in
words which ought to burn like fire into the hard
hearts of the selfish Barbadian proprietors, “I have
seen repeatedly children wasting away frorm starva-
tion, when sickness has prevented their parents from
earning subsistence for them by their daily labour.
I have known instances where old labourers, who have
worked all their lives on one estate or another, have at
last ended their days without jfood, shelter, or clothing,
in some out-building of our properties, either in the
stock-house or in the stock-hole’* And this is Chris-

* Letters on the Labouring Population of Barbados. By MELIORA,
1858, Preface.
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tian Barbados ; these the tender mercies of the white
proprietary body towards those through whose labours
they raise annually their rich hogsheads of sugar and
their abundant rivers of rum ! The truth is, a shame-
ful and inhuman parsimony is practised in this respect.
The legislature permits but does not insist upon a
portion of the parochial rates being expended in poor
relief. The consequence of this is, that some parishes
grant no relief at all; while others give a miserable
pittance toa most limited and insufficient number of
favoured objects. In the rich parish of St. George
the sum paid by the parish to an indigent ww/ite, and
therefore favoured, widow, jfor the board, lodging,
clothing, washing, and education of three presumptive
orphans, is three shillings a month, or threepence a head
per week ; and for this wretched pittance they have to
walk several miles, and are often detained for hours
at the vestry before payment is made. And these
miserable, sallow, stunted children have.no other
means of subsistence whatsoever. Such, I repeat,
are the tender mercies of the Barbadian rich towards
the Barbadian poor! Such the acts of the sons of
the enslavers towards the sons of the enslaved !

With all their faults, for many of which, indeed,
they are not responsible, the negroes, if not a godly,
are assuredly a religious, people. They thoroughly
enjoy public worship, and, in the rare instances when
they are encouraged to do so, take part heartily in it.
It tells well, too, for the negro, that he has a genuine
respect for the clergy, for it shows that, notwith-
standing the truckling of the latter to the richer
classes, and their addiction to distinctions of persons
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lite in public worship, he knows who are in the main his
BES best friends, and who those are who have done, and
ind : are doing, at least, something to bridge over that
- § almost infinitely great gulf that is fixed between rich
ect. i and poor, and between colourand colour. The negro
A ! has an excellent ear for music, and is passionately
por fond of it. Notwithstanding this, there is not a choral
hes 4 service in the island, a piece of most culpable folly on
ble ¥ the part of the clergy, who would do well in this
of \g matter to follow the example of their more energetic
rge i brethren in St. Vincent, where the hearty choral
ind § services are much appreciated by the people. It is
& } most inspiriting to hear the negroes sing in church;
e ? they go at it with such a zest, setting herein a good
o i example to the gaping, silent whites. Everything
$o ? I have seen in the West Indies confirms my previous
urs 3 opinion that it is absurd, irrational, and injurious, if,
2se indeed, it be not positively wrong, to cram our
1er “incomparable liturgy,” in its entirety, down the
e throats of a negro and creole population. As well insist
pds by legislative enactments upon cramming the inhabi-
of tants of the tropics with hunks of beef, heavy plum-
pudding, hot mulled ale, or whale’s blubber! What
ed, the negro wants are short, spirited services, with short
ly, ‘ plain sermons, and plenty of music, in churches of a
ily b certain decorous grandeur, befitting the worship of
& i Almighty God. But what the negro is given instead
it. & of these are a series of services, huddled together
:C more Anglicano, into one, of great length and baldness,
b and conducted in the most slovenly manner in a
e hideous pewed-up edifice, looking like a second-rate
s English conventicle. And then we Anglicans with
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76 BARBADOS.

sweet self-complacency, as we watch the Pope
quenching the relics of a Gallican liturgy, altering
the Ambrosian ritual at Milan, or dictating *“con-
formity ” to a community of oriental Christians, cry
ont against Papal bigotry, and thank God that we,
in the unapproachable perfection of our Anglican
formulae, are not as other men are, or even as his
Holiness.

The elder negroes appear to have very hazy ideas
upon religious matters, and especially about a future
state.  Their combined obstinacy and inveterate
stupidity in all matters which do not bear on the
present time, renders their religious instruction no
easy matter. A high legal functionary in Barbados
meeting in his garden an old labouring negress who
had been instructed and approved for a confirmation
to be held the following day, the following dialogue
ensued :—

“Well, old lady, so you've got your ticket to be
confirmed, have you ?”

“ Ees, mas'r.”

“Well, now, I should like you to tell me if you
know what confirmation is?”

“Fes, mas't; it just one step short of damnation !”

At the present time education is making consider-
able progress amongst the black and coloured people,
notwithstanding the smallness of the public grants for
educational purposes. Unfortunately neither Church
nor State has provided a Training College for s_hool-
masters, who are consequently, as a rule, scarcely up
to the mark. The thirst for education is certainly

great and increasingly so. The rising generation
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DISSENT AND DISLOYALTY., 7

evince a praiseworthy ambition to inform and better
themselves and to raise themselves in the world. And
many are doing so, spite of the ungenerous discourage-
ment which they meet with from the whites, who jeer
at progress which is made without their good-will, and
which they would prevent if they could. On the
whole, I believe the Barbadian negroes to be at present
by no means a disloyal race. They hold strong views
as to the personal authority of the Queen. The dis-
loyalty which culminated in the rebellion in Jamaica
was the result of the teaching of the dissenting sects
in that colony, and especially of the Anabaptists.
Should the Church in Barbados fail to wake up, and
should dissent increase, a like result may be expected
in' Barbados at no distant day. A vapouring Metho-
dist preacher did what he could some time since
to stir up strife in Barbados; but meeting with
less pecuniary support than he expected, he departed
to some more congenial locality. This man is the
author of a semi-treasonable book on the Jamaica
Revolt, which is much read throughout the West
Indies. The first copy I saw was in the hands of a
poor 'unatic sailor in Demerara, who had just returned
from the asylum, in which he was confined in con-
sequence of his having been driven mad at a Revival
meeting. I was happy to hear that this gentleman’s
“little games” had been rewarded in Antigua by his
being tarred and feathered.

The weighty words of Lord Metcalfe’s despatch
to the Secretary of State are additionally true in
the present degraded state of the sects in the West
Indies. “I am bound by my duty,” said he, “to




78 BARBADOS.

inform your Lordship that in my opinion the worst
evil which hangs with a menacing aspect over the
destinies of this island (Jamaica), is the influence
exercised with baneful effects by the majority of
Baptist missionaries. It is the worst because it is
the most irremediable. Other evils and difficulties
may yield to time, which may also diminish the
influence of the Baptist missionaries, or produce
successors of a more Christian character, but long
after their influence has ceased its pernicious effect
on the disposition of the people will remain. I entirely
renounce the opinion that I at one time entertained
that they have done more good than harm. The good
which they have done would have been done without
them. The evil is exclusively their own.” Time has
shown that these were indeed prophetic words. The
principal Wesleyan preacher at present in Barbados
has the reputation of being a pious and peace-loving
man, but signs are not wanting that this sect also is

leaving religion in order to take to politics. - Thus the

blustering Revivalist who holds the Methodists of
St. Vincent in the hollow of his hand, has taken of
late to bully the Governor, and to memorialize the

Colonial Office on matters connected with the religious

discipline of the English Church; and a gentleman of
Demerara tells me that he himself heard a Wesleyan

preacher, in a meeting-house at Georgetown, call upon

his excited negro audience o resist by force of arms
the dismissal by the Privy Council of Chief Justice
Beaumont, and to give three cheers for that departing
functionary.
It is a marked peculiarity of the negroes that
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except in the mechanical movements of music and
dancing they have not the slightest idea of time and
scarcely any of number. Constantly they have not
the faintest idea of their own age, or of that of their
children. Their only epochs are “ Freedom,” “ Cholera”
and “ Dust.” Thus a man told me he “ was eight years
old at Dust, but didn't know how old he was now.”
By Dust he meant the extraordinary fall of volcanic
particles and ashes, which lasted during an entire day
of darkness at the time of the frightful eruption of
the Souffriere in St. Vincent, May 1, 1812. The
negroes share with the “Bims” in their love of fine
language and “tall-talk.” They have also an extrava-
gant fondness tor fine names, such as Adriana, Elvira,
Moletta, Sativa. I knew a man who insisted on
having his child christened “ Monumon,” and another
who grumbled because his clergyman demurred at
naming his infant “Ether.” Many titles such as
Queen, Prince, King, Captain, &c., are also used as
proper names. The ancient African names still linger,
such as Auco, Quacco, Mingo, Quow, Ambo, Wambo,
Quamin, Quamina, Quasheba, Jubba, Bimba, Coubah,
Crobah, Miah, Phibba, and Mimba.* Very quaint

* P. H. GOsSE, in a work on the natural history of Jamaica, states
that these *“ names indicate the day of the week on which the individual

was born :

MALE. FEMALE.
Sunday Quashe, (Cooaske) ... Quasheba, (Cooa-sheba).
Monday Cudjo, (C00j0) ........... Juba, (Coo-jo-ba).

Benaba, Coo-bena-ba).

Tuesday Cubena (Coobena) ...
Wednesday.... Quacco, (Cooa-co) .. Cooba, (Cooa-co-ba).
Thursday Quao, (Cooa-o)... Abba, (Coo-a-ba).

Cuffee, (Coofee).. Feeba, (Coo-fee-ba).

Friday
Quamin, (Cooamin)... Mimba, (Coo-mim-ba).

Saturday ....
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combinations are found in the parochial register
books, as eg., “Gift and Miniky,” “Quamin and
Kitty,” ‘“Wonder Wallcott and ILeah Bispham,”
“York and Madam,” “Quow and Mercy.” One young
lady’s name I found given as “Sucky Venus,” but I
afterwards discovered that this was a Cambridge
M.A.'s manner of spelling the more ordinary “ Sukey.”
The labouring classes in Barbados are badly off
for amusements. Tops and marbles seem almost the
only sports of the school-children, but when encouraged
they take kindly to cricket. But it is hard to find
places to play in, and parochial cricket clubs are
either above or below the notice of the local clergy.
Thus dancing is almost the only amusement, and the
people dance well and gracefully. The low dancing-
rooms, which may be opened by any profligate vaga-
bond, are the disgrace and curse of the island ; but
“ Let ill alone” is the motto in this as in other matters,
and the local legislature is little likely to interfere.
Sometimes a cottager in want of money will give a
tea, charging a shilling entrance, and the entertainment
lasts till sunrise next morning. These teas lead to
a great deal of immorality, and the evil is rather
increased than lessened by the vociferous singing of
the most sacred hymns throughout the whole night.
Marriages—rare events—are occasions of great fes-
¢ ¢Ba,” being a mark of the feminine gender, ¢ Coo,’ or ¢ Qua,’ less
exclusively of the masculine.”
The knowledge of this has died out in Barbados, and the names are
applied indiscriminately. As the word ‘“mimba ” means ‘‘ palm wine ”
on the Gaboon River in Western Africa, it is possible that the slaves in

the first instance gave that name to Saturday, as on that evening a week
of toil was concluded; and they had more time for refreshment.
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NEGRO WEDDINGS. 81

tivity. Several weeks beforehand the betrothed issue
cards of invitation, of which the following (names only
excepted) is a verbatim specimen. It is printed on
mauve-tinted paper :—
‘“HYMENEAL.
“Mr. Quacco B. Pitt and Miss Quasheba Bispum's complements
are respectfully offered, and will be happy of your company at St. ’s

Chapel, on Thursday, 24th, at 11 o’clock A.M., to participate in the
celebration of their nuptuals. An early answer will oblige,”

The parties in this instance were a young cobbler
and a washer-girl. However near the house is to the
church, it is a point of honour to drive. Generally
not less than five or six carriages are employed, a
foolish and often ruinous expense. The dresses are
most elaborate, and, as already specified, in very good
taste. The Legislature have deprived the clergy of
their marriage fees; but, on the day following the
wedding, the officiating priest is waited on by a
smiling black bridesmaid in white muslin and blue
ribbons, with a large tray on her head covered with a
white cloth, which being removed, displays a miniature
wedding-cake and two or three sponge biscuits much
befrosted with sugar. After the wedding the company
return to the house of the bride, where a lunch is prn-
vided, and the evening generally closes with a dance.
The display and consequent expense upon these
occasions is a great obstacle to marriage ; but in this

matter the poor folks only ape the rich.

A kind of harvest-home generally takes place at
the end of the crop-gathering upon each estate. A
cart laden with the last canes is drawn by mules
decorated with ribbons, and attended by a crowd of

6
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labourers ; the principal women being attired in white
muslin. The mill and other estate buildings are gay
with coloured kerchiefs which do duty as flags. Some
ancient negro is put forward to make a speech to the
planter, which he often does with considerable humour
and address. Then the planter replies, and a glass of
“falernum "—a beverage compounded of rum, lime-
juice, and syrup—is handed round to each. Then
dancing begins, and is carried on to a late hour to
the sound of fiddles and a tambourine. Sometimes
the proceedings are varied by the introduction of a
““trash man,” a figure, ze. stuffed with cane trash and
tied upon the back of a mule, which, being finally
let loose, gallops about with his incongruous burden,
to the great delight of the spectators.

I regret that I have been able to acquire but little
reliable information about the Obeah superstition,
b.t I have nodoubt it is still widely prevalent, though
the people are heartily ashamed of that to which they
have habitual recourse. Few districts are without its
Obeah doctor ; but the “new lights,” the Mr. Humes,
the Professor Holloways, the Dr. Cummings of the
craft, are certain privates of a West Indian regiment,
lately arrived from Africa with a knowledge of the
latest doctrinal quackeries. I heard of a respectable
young woman who had been so terrified with threats
of obeah by a fellow-servant that, seeing a black
soldier accidentally taking his place beside her in
church, she straightway went out of her mind, and
continues a maniac to this day. I heard also of an
estate manager who, missing some property, buried
some of the same article in the earth at night as a
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threat. By this disgraceful pandering to a vile super-
stition he recovered his property ; for the thief, fearing
his own speedy death and burial, restored the stolen
goods to the place whence he had taken them. Not
long since a person near Bridgetown found a neat
little coffin placed at his door, which, being opened,
was discovered to contain the body of a skinned cat,
a hint which filled him with the liveliest apprehensions.




CHAPTER VIIL
BARBADOS.

['he White Inhabitants—Physical Characteristics—Language—Conceit
—Amusements—Newspaper Press—Militia Bill—=Form of Govern-
ment—Creole Ladies—Fear of the Negroes—Agriculture—Houses
of the Planters—Religion—Poor Whites—Decadence of the White
Race.

THE white population of Barbados is far more

exclusively of English descent ‘than that of any

other West Indian colony, the number of non-

English whites being extremely small. As a com-

munity widely differing from its parent stock, the

white inhabitants or “ dominant class” of Barbados
deserve a more than passing notice. It is certainly
remarkable that so wide a divergence, not only in
character but in physical appearance, should have
taken place in such a short time as has elapsed since
the settlement of the island, less than three centuries
ago ; a divergence far more wide (though less credit-
able and satisfactory to the mother-country,) than
that presented by the inhabitants of the United

States.

While a French Creole of Martinique is unmis-
takeably a Frenchman still, both in manner and
appearance, the Barbadian Creole or Bim has little
of the Englishman about him, with the exception of
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his exaggerated participation in one national vice of
which more will be said herecafter.

In person the typical “Bim ” is small, ill-knit, and
mean-looking. Unaccustomed to any kind of athletic
exercise his muscular developement is imperfect.
The face is commonly longer and the hair thinner
and straighter than in England. In’ figure he is
either thin, or disposed to podginess, the “golden
mean” being rare. §. N. Coleridge, in his amusing
Letters from the West Indies, has celebrated the
“freckled, ditchwater faces ” of the inhabitants, The
description is apt, but it scarcely conveys an adequate
idea of the colour, which is thick and corpse-yellow,
as well as being abundantly bespattered with freckles.
And yet so careful are the men of their “com-
plexions,” that they may be constantly seen going
about with their faces concealed by white linen
masks. This habit is but one out of many instances
of the general effeminacy. But worse, far worse than
the colour, both of men and women, is their voice
and accent. Well may Coleridge enumerate among
the pains of the West Indies, “the yawny-drawny
way in which men converse” The soft, whining
drawl is simply intolerable. Resemble the worst
Northern States woman’'s accent it may in some
degree, but it has not a grain of its vigour. A man
tells you, “if you can jpeer it to send a Beerer with a
bottle of Bare,” and the clergyman excruciates you
by praying in church, “ Speer us, good Lord.” The
English pronunciation of A and E is in most words
transposed. Barbados has a considerable number of
provincialisms of dialect. Some of these, as the
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constant use of ‘“Mistress” for “ Mrs.,,” are inte- ' of
resting as archaisms, or words in use in the early me
days of the colony, and which have never died out sto
. . ¥
of use. Others are Yankeeisms or vulgarisms ; . wa
others, again, such as the expression ‘ turning , “
cuffums,” 7ze summersets, from cuffums, a species k to
of fish, seem to be of local origin* A general love i Ma
o is i
* The following are a few words in use in Barbados := bet
Attorney.~The original meaning of this word, which has died out
in England, is preserved in Barbados, where it denotes the agent of an ¥ Re
absentee proprietor ; one who takes his turn or place, pea
Bearer.~Invariably used for *‘ messenger ”—pronounced *‘ Beerer,”
Bim, Bimshire.~1 have nowhere been able to obtain a satisfactory y

account of these names for the Creole white inhabitants and Island of . (
Barbados, The Rev. N. Greenidge, himself a *‘Bim,” in an amusing
letter in the Agricultural Reporter, dated April 25, 1868, gives the

following explanation : “T am aware that we Barbadians have borne : y
the character of being no dabs at geography. A legend tells how our i /)
island got its soubriquet of ‘ Bimshire,” and we of ‘ Bims,” by some § mod
old planter enumerating the counties of England as follows :—* Wilt- b 4
shire, Hampshire, Berkshire, Bimshire!’” J
Bit.—Fivepence, i
Box,—~Used invariably to denote a coffin, A
Care.—To take care of, e. g. ““ The pigeons were taken to the yard to-di

of the mosque and cared.”—Hon, N, Foderingham in West Indian, d
Oct. 20, 1868. 7 care a horse. [ by h
Carry.~To conduct, guide, take. ‘‘Go and carry that horse to’ d

be shod.” d
Chapelry-House.~Pompously used for a parsonage, d
Cotem.—A cotemporary, A Yankee vulgarism. o
Creature.~A poor woman, *“‘I’se the creature that came to beg d
yesterday.” :
Creole.—Anything living, born in the West Indies, is called a 4

“ Creole,” e. g. “‘The Creole Handicap open to all horses born in the .
colony.” 3 :
Cuffum.—A fish ; hence, ““%o turn cuffums,” is to topple head over A
heels ; to throw a summerset. used
Drogher.—Here and elsewhere in the West Indies, a large country heer

boat for the draught or conveyance of merchandise. theer
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of “tall talk” is observable ; thus a Bridgetown
merchant will advertise that he has on sale a fresh
stock of “Pigs' countenances”” The vulgar Yankee
way of spelling, in such words as “honor,” “ favor,”
“labor,” is almost universal. Small officials delight
to be addressed by their titles, such as Provost-
Marshal, Prothonotary, and the like. A clergyman
is always a “ Reverend,” and in conversation even
between the clergy themselves you hear, “ Yes,
Reverend,” and “ No, Reverend,” continually re-
peated ad naiseam. Letters, even from ladies, will

Editorial.—A leading article : Yankee.
Galluses.— A pair of braces,

Hall.—The outer room of a cottage, or negro shanty.

How dee 1—Used for How do you do?

Hunter.—A carriage whip,

Mistress,—This pleasant-sounding archaism is used for the more
modern Mrs,

PLoints,—~The denuded sails of a windmill,

Rent out,—To let.

Reverend.—A clergyman,

Set.—A large quantity; e, g» ““Theer has been a good sef of rain
to-day.”

Side.~The portion of the island in which a person dwells, is called
by him ¢ this side.”

Sliders,—A pair of drawers,

Slip.—~A pew, or chief seat in the synagogue.

Sociat.—To associate with, e g. ““I doesn’t sociat with he now.”

Stelling.—A. wharf,

Suck.—A dry well.

Zaich.—An iron boiler,

Zell.—To say, * 7/l him, good-night.”

Zvo.—Very, e. g. ““It’s too nice.”

Zrouble.—To interfere with.

Whenever the A sound is used in England before R, the E sound is
used in Barbados, and vice versid. Zx.—*1 Lare you can get your
heer cut hare.” *‘ They that deer the bare stood still.” ‘¢ Hare and
theer,”
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begin, “Dear Reverend,” while the black gen’lman
who waits is requested to “order the Reverend’s
buggy.” Conversation is also interlarded ad nauseam
with “Sir,” which is lugged in on every possible
occasion.

The first and last characteristic, however, of the
Barbadian whites, which strikes a stranger, is their
overweening and overwhelming conceit. Englishmen,
in this respect, are indeed bad enough, and they make
themselves sufficiently offensive and ridiculous upon
the continent of Europe by their ignorant self-satis-
faction, and complacent conviction that everything
non-English must needs be wrong. And what Eng-
lishmen, backed by the real grandeur and power of
England, are to foreigners, that, Barbadians, backed
by their insular insignificance, are to Englishmen and
all the world besides. Thus as a man is popularly
supposed to be huinbled by the contemplation of an
ape, so an Englishman may learn humility by the
contemplation of a Bim, and may learn how con-
temptible his national foible really is. The funda-
mental and rooted belief, the one deep-seated article
of faith, of every born Bim is that Barbados and the
Barbadians are superior to the whole world, to the
other West Indian Islands, and, above all, to England
and its inhabitants. The stranger, on arriving, is
immediately catechized as to how he likes Barbados,
and if he does not at once give the most unqualified
and enthusiastic opinion in its favour, he is speedily
made to feel that hc has “put his foot in it.” But
woe to him who does not make a stand at once! In
that case he will have no peace until he has assented
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to an almost infinite series of minor propositions. He
must affirm that the scenery is lovely, that the capital
is unrivalled, that the fruits are unequalled, that the
Church is progressive, that the architecture is perfec-
tion, that the cats have longer tails than they have
elsewhere, and, above all, that England ought to keep
a large white military force at Bridgetown, without
demanding a penny from the local Legislature, and
so on ad infinitum. “1 suppose, sir,” said the pom-
pous attendant at the Public Library at Bridgetown to
a young gentleman fresh from London,—* I suppose,
sir, you never saw such a collection of books in all
your life, sir?”  This collection consists of two small
rooms full of volumes, ill-arranged, worse managed,
distributed with gross partiality, and miserably defi-
cient in every branch of literature! One amusing
result of Barbados’ conceit is that a Barbadian can
never see a joke. So absorbed is he in the conviction
of his own indefeasible perfection, that it is impossible
for him to believe that any one should venture to
“chaff” him.

With this most unpleasant and ultra-English con-
ceit is found a very un-English parsimony and mean-
ness. This is shown by the meanness and beggarly
fittings of the various churches; in the absence of a
single good public building ; in the fewness of charit-
able institutions, and the smallness of the sums raised
for charitable objects ; in the cruel neglect of the aged
and sick poor; in the starvaticu-standard of poor-
relief where any is administered at all; and in - the
constant whining of the planters over their alleged
poverty. That Barbadians were hospitable in past
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times I have no reason to doubt, though writing in
1708 Oldmixon speaks of it as already a thing of the
past; that they are hospitable now, spite of the
exceptional kindness of a few excellent friends, I
positively deny. An Englishman landing from a
steamer in the roads for a night on shore, or staying
for a week in Bridgetown, might, had he a letter of
introduction, be invited to dinner by a merchant, and
get a good dinner too; but an Englishman residing
some months in the island, howsoever well intro-
duced, would, so far as hospitality is concerned, be
stre to have “hard times” of it, unless he would
condescend to un-Anglicize himself, and subscribe to
the Bimshire perfectional formulas. It is more than
probable, too, that what few attentions he did receive
would be from those who were born and educated
in England, and so somewhat freed from the Bar-
badian jealousy of “foreigners.” What hospitality
there is is chiefly exercised amongst those who have
some official position to maintain. As to amuse-
ments, there is no theatre in Bridgetown. Balls are
rare. There are occasional picnics, butthese are
conducted in a very cut and dried manner; &
guests hiring a house for the occasion, and dining
stuffed-up in one of the rooms. The looser men have
also “marooning ”-parties. These are sympcsia, or
drinking-bouts, and chiefly take place in the plover
season. The men sit in a house drinking, occasion-
ally run out to have a shot, and then return to the
bottle. Out of the plover season these marooning-
parties are mere debauches. Lately a Philharmonic
Society has been started in Bridgetown, and if intes-
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tine squabbles and jealousy permit its continuance, it
is likely to do much good, especially amongst the
much-to-be-pitied young men employed in offices
and stores, who have no rational or innocent amuse-
ments open to them.

The low, immoral “ Dignities” are nominally the
amusement of the negro population, but they are
really supported by merchants and other wealthy
whites. It is the common remark of those who know
the place best that it is almost certain moral ruin to 2
young man to get a situation in Bridgetown. Listless,
loafing, and effeminate, the mass of young men have
not sufficient moral or physical energy to bestir
themselves ; their elders and “betters” are careless
of their moral welfare ; the clergy are passive, and for
the rest, “ Let 7/l alone.”

A notice, howsoever brief, of the social state of
Barbados would be incomplete without some allusion
to the public press. There are four newspapers
published in Bridgetown, which in bad printing, bad
spelling. and worse grammar have a strong family
likeness. . They are respectively the West Indian, the
Globe, the Times, and the Agricultural Reporter. Of
these the first, which is “semi-official,” is at least
respectable, or at least wowuld be so, were it not that
it inserts articles with interesting /keadings, but which
invariably end with a eulogism on the quackeries of
“Professor” Holloway. Each number of the West
Indian is illustrated in charming taste with a picture
of a large bottle of sugar-coated pills! The second,
hitherto insignificant, has changed hands, and having
lately been under the superintendence of the Inspector
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of Schools, will, it may be hoped, improve in English

ously to convulse . ziety, to break off friendships, and ; ing

to s¢

grammar, The third is Radical, and especially the to t

“organ” of the black and coloured population ; and shot

the last, the Agvricultural Reporter, which is the 4 a fc

property of one clergyman, who is the editor, and ¥ beet

which was until lately sub-edited by another, is % be

notorious only for its extreme scurrility, and for ¢ pres

personalities of the lowest and rowdiest Yankee type. ““ loca

At times, these papers, as especially the Reporter and ; :

the Globe, assail each other in language which may be Hot

equalled, but certainly could not be excelled, by latu

Messrs. Slurk and Potc of the FEatonswill Indepen- exp

dent and Gasette. It is a pity that, along with an the

Americanized press (minus the talent), the correlative they

American institution of the “ cow/hide” has nov been b of 1

introduced into Bimshire. That it has 7oz been intro- 1 clia:

duced is an affecting proof of the servile docility of ; shor

| the inhabitants ! 3 exp

f The total want of interest in literature, art, and Gor

}, science which prevails amongst the well-to-do classes : Wh

is exemplified by the fact that for years past there has Vin

|I been only a single book society in the island, that this the

| society, now broken up, numbered less than a score of racl

;' members, “nd that some of these were Englishmen. i rect

1:7 The destruction of the rest of the universe would sho

‘ interest the true Bim only as that catastrophe would twc

‘ i affect the price of sugar! Sugar is the great topic of ‘ con

‘ conversation ; sugar the great image to which the ; unf

I devotions of the Bims are paid. Sugar, indeed, could wit

’f absorb the interests of all classes, were it not that two pla

l] other momentous questions are found contemporane- on
i
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to sow disunion broadcast. The first of these relates
to the height of a bridge at Bridgetown, whether it
should be, or should have been, a foot higher or
a foot lower than it is, or was, or ought to have
been, and whether any one but a born Bim shall
be permitted to lay his hands upon and finish the
present structure ; and the second has to do with the
local militia.

This latter question involves a dispute with the
Home Government. The Barbadians and their Legis-
lature want the island to be exempted from the
expense of providing a local militia for the defence of
the island, and while, with characteristic illiberality,
they refuse to pay a farthing towards the maintenance
of the imperial troops, they demand, with equally
characteristic impudence, that a large military force
should be constantly stationed in the island at the
expense of British tax-payers. To this the Home
Government seems at length to incline to demur.
Why, when the comparatively indigent Island of St.
Vincent contributes 3,000/ or 4,000/ a year towards
the support of the troops, besides repairing the bar-
racks at Fort Charlotte at considerable cost, and
receives in return only a single company, Barbados
should pay nothing, and yet be made the station for
two or three regiments, besides artillery, is hard to
conjecture, and has, at least, the appearance of gross
unfairness. At all events, the difficulties connected
with the Militia Bill go to show the utter absurdity of
planting the “Queen, Lords, and Commons” system
on a little scrap of rock like Barbados, and of suppos-
ing that a system which has grown up through cen-
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turies of hard preparatory struggles in an old country,
must of necessity be equally suitable when pitchforked
across the Atlantic into a new one, whose whole
population is not equal to that of a third-rate English
town. The folly of this is only exceeded by that of
cramming the “incomparable Liturgy” of the English
Church, with all its paraphernalia, joined services, and
bumbledom, down the throats of people who differ
the most widely in moral and physical character,
habits, wants, and feelings. People are always for-
getting in State affairs that men must be governed
before they can learn to govern themselves, and in
religious matters, that intercommunion can perfectly
well subsist without uniformity of ritual.

Ladies, on the whole, must have a bad time of it
in Barbados. Perhaps unavoidably, they are very ill
educated. They read very little. There is but little
society, and desirable young men are scarce. As a
rule they are poor housekeepers, and seem generally
to let household affairs pretty well take their chance.
They are very indolent. They frequently neglect to
dress in the morning, and they go to bed in the after-
noon, to rise pale and languid for a short evening
drive. For the use they make of them, these turtle-
doves (as is fabled of birds of Paradise) might as well
be without legs at all, for they never walk. They
have few accomplishments, and few rational objects of
i- erest. They do not garden, they do not draw,
they do not visit the sick or poor. The study of botany
or concb slogy, which is a solace to many lone ladies in
England, would be quite beneath the notice of a Bim-
shire belle; and as to the work of a sister-of-mercy,
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heavens forbid that they should be guilty of anything
so self-denying and so un-Protestant !

One predominating characteristic of the white
people is their abject fear of the negroes. Whether,
on the principle that “conscience makes cowards of
us all,” this feeling be only the natural offspring of
past tyranny and present scant or unwillingly-ren-
dered justice, or has any more solid foundation, I am
unable to say. But exist it does. One is continually
“eing told that if the English troops were to be with-
drawn, the black West Indian regiments would imme-
diately fraternize with the creole negroes, and that a
great massacre of whites would ensue, If such an event
were ever to take place, I believe the fault would lie
at the door of such men as the morbid persecutors of
Governor Eyre, or, as I have explained elsewhere, it
would be owing to a more widespread predominance of
the principles of religious dissent. But for the present,
I believe, such fears are illusory, though very generally
felt. The whites dread, also, and with more reason,
the private revenge of the negroes. They, therefore,
seldom dismiss a dishonest servant and send him about
his business, but they approach the subject with all
manner of subterfuges and apologies, such as that
they are going to reduce their establishments, or the
like—apologies which the negroes fully understand
and despise. On the other hand, the want of con-
sideration for the feelings of their servants, which is
exhibited by their white masters and mistresses, is
painful in the extreme to witness. Silly jokes on
the personal appearance or characteristics of the
negroes are constantly made in the presence of black
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people, with no more delicacy than would be used if
they were so many cattle. I have even seen allusions
to the peculiar smell of the negroes made in the public
newspapers, by writers who were probably unaware
that the white people themselves exhale an odour,
the result of long residence in a tropical climate, by
no means agreealk » to Europeans® This kind of
conduct, shameful towards any people, is additionally
blameworthy towards those who are so remarkably
sensitive as are the negroes in any matter respecting
their personal importance. )

Slow and stationary as the Bims are in most
matters, and averse as they are to improvements in
Church and State, they deserve considerable credit as
agriculturists. Steam has been very generally intro-
duced into the sugar-works, and every year witnesses
the demolition of some of the old-fashioned wind-

mills. It is, however, strange, that the labourers
should be permitted to cling to their old knives in
preference to scythes for the cutting of grass. Dr.
Davy found by experiment that an Irish labourer,
with three strokes of his scythe (he made thirty-eight
in the minute), cut “the same quantity of guinea-
grass that a negro did with his knife in five minutes,

* Thus, Capt. R. F. Burton, speaking of the Arabs settled in
Uniamwezi, says, ‘‘ They are unanimous in quoting a curious effect of
climate, which they attribute to a corruption of ‘the humours and
juices of the body.” Men who, after a lengthened sojourn in these
regions, return to Oman, throw away the surplus provisions brought
from the African coast, burn their clothes and bedding, and for the first
two or three months eschew society, a peculiar effluvium rendering
them, it is said, offensive to the olfactories of their compatriots,”—Zake
Regions of Central Africa, ii. 14.
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denoting that the work done with the one was sixty-
three times as much as with the other. Another day
the same mower with his scythe cut in three hours
as much grass as the negro cut working the whole
day.” * It is strange that spades have not super-
seded the old clumsy hoes. It is matter for regret
also that agricultural zeal has not been tempered
by some small spice of good taste, As it is, the
island has been rendered as hideous as the almost
total destruction of trees can make it ; gardening has
been neglected till the art is well nigh lost ; and the
glaring coral roads aggravate, and perhaps occasion,
the eye diseases and blindness, to which the people
appear to be peculiarly liable. What a red rag is to
a bull, or a “ritualist” to a pure-minded Protestant
of the Murphy or Whalley type, that a tree is to a
Barbadian planter. Shade, health, comfort, beauty—
all must give way to the almighty sugar-cane,

The better class of residences near the town struck
me always as being very pleasant. They are built
low, from fear of hurricanes, but the rooms are often
large and airy, and surrounded by latticed galleries,
to catch the wind. The jalousies and lattices, which
Arab taste would carve into a thousand varied
elegancies, are unfortunately invariably of the stale,
horizontal-bar pattern, so dear to the souls of Brighton
lodging-house keepers. The worst of all these houses
is that privacy is impossible. The partition-walls
heing all perforated, whatever is said in one room is
heard in the next,and you can keep up a conversation

* The West Indies before and since Slave Emancipation, 1854,
P 135.
7
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“with a friend three rooms off. The country estate-
houses are constructed on the same model, but have
a scaly, unpainted, neglected look, of which the
inhabitants are entirely unconscious, but which is far
from being agreeable to an English eye. Instead of
looking into a garden, they commonly look straight
into the mill-yard, from which the sickly smell of
boiling sugar and decaying trash enters every room in
the house, and the chaste conversation of the negroes
is borne to the ears of the young ladies of the family.

Living in Barbados is expensive and only mode-
rately good. Mutton is fair, but beef is atrocious.
Except on state occasions, puddings are seldom eaten,
Butter is rarely eatable, and the bread is almost inva-
riably sour. The standing dish, both with rich and
poor, is salt cod from Newfoundland, an excellent and
nutritious dish, when cooked with an egg-sauce with a
dash of lime-juice and red pepper.

Religion amongst the wealthier people is con-
sidered eminently “respectable)’—so long, that is, as
it i§ free from earnestness, self-denial, ritualism, or
decency. The planters usually attend church once
a week, and sit out the bald, prolonged services in
their hired pews or “ slips,” as they call them, with true
Protestant patience. The young planters are a sight
to see during the prayers: each with a neatly-folded
pocket-handkerchief on the ledge before him, upon
which, first closing his eyes, he deposits his freckled
forehead, as he lounges at ease. Audible responding
or singing is deemed vulgar, or only fit for the clerk
and the niggers. The immortality of the black
population is, I believe, now generally admitted by
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the whites, or rather whitey-browns; but a young
gentleman,~-scion of a strict evangelical house, son
of a high Government official, an ex-student of
Codrington College, and himself holding a situation
of some importance,—~whom I met at the Governor's
table shortly after my arrival, expressed, and evidently
felt, great astonishment and disgust, when I pro-
pounded the view that in God’s sight a black man’s
soul was as valuable as his own, and asked me
“whether I seriously believed what I said?” I do
not think this young person ever forgave me when I
answered in the affirmative. The fact is,—though they
are ashamed to avow it openly,—there still exists a
strong feeling in favour of slavery amongst the
planters, and especially amongst the planters’ wives,
and there is still a strong disposition to grudge the
negroes their civil, educational, and religious privi-
leges. This detestable feeling of exclusiveness, sad
to say, is in some degree fostered by the clergy, who
are all wedded to the pew-rent system, and who
are the very humble servants of what they call the
“respectable” people, ze the well-to-do, who can
hire pews. One consequence of this unworthy obse-
quiousness is the low estimation in which the clergy
are held by the whites.

It is commonly supposed that the white people in
Barbados belong to the wealthier classes alone. This,
however, is very far from being the case. The very
poorest and most miserable people in the whole island
are whites ; and a more helpless, hopeless race cannot
well be conceived. Physically and intellectually alike,
they are wretched beings. Puffed up, like their richer
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compatriots, with overweening conceit, they hold them-
selves as something immeasurably superior to the
industrious blacks around them, whose inferiors, in
almost every point of view, they really are. The
shameless beggary of these people is only equalled
by their ingratitude. They are commonly too idle to
dig, and to beg they are not ashamed. They will
whine in the most abject way for a cent, insult you if
they don't get it ; while if they do, they look upon it
as a tribute due to their colour, and to their position
as members of the dominant race. They arc the
worst educated people in the community, To the
sensuality of the negroes they add none of the negroes’
good qualities, and are particularly lacking in that
cheerfulness and joviality which are characteristic of
the African race. Work is the detestation, the summum
malum of these creatures. Day after day an able-
bodied man will be seen dawdling along the roads,
holding an emaciated cow by its tether-rope. These
degraded beings, who live in wooden shanties like the
blacks, are particularly numerous along the sea-coast,
and in the parishes of Christchurch, St. John, and
St. Joseph. In some parishes the vestries maintain
free schools of a low order, within whose sacred pre-
cincts the sons of black and coloured fellow-citizens
are not allowed to enter, and of the miserable, starva-
tion pittances which are eked out by reluctant vestry-
men it is believed that the poor whites get the lion’s
share. Many of these people are descended from
ancient and honourable families, and have been re-
duced, by habits of extravagance and profligacy, to
their present degraded state. At present (like their
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richer white brethren) they are neither prolific nor
long-lived, and it may be safely predicted that they
will gradually become extinct. Whether this will be
the case with a// the whites of Barbados and the other
West Indian Islands is an interesting question. My
own impression, considering the climate and their
unquestioned decadence in intellectual and physical
power, is that, as a white race, they are doomed. And
I think they feel this themselves, and are conscious
that they are a waning race.

That the mulattos are the rising, and the whites
the falling race, cannot, I believe, be doubted. It is
amongst the former that life, and energy, and muscular
strength, and personal beauty, and cleverness—uncul-
tivated, indeed, at present, and often misdirected—
are, at all events in the first generation, to be sought
for and found. Nor can I see why this should be a
matter for regret to any. On the one hand, there
are the blacks, utterly unfit for self-government, and
industrious only by compulsion, or under exceptional
circumstances, as in Barbados ; on the other, there are
the whites, dwindling away under an unfavourable
climate, and sunk or sinking into sloth and effeminacy.
Who can mourn that out of these two unsuitable ele-
ments of population, a third should, if it be possible,*

* Some investigators deny this possibility, Dr, R, Knox says, “1
do not believe that any mulatto race can be maintained beyond the third
or fourth generation by mulattos merely : they must intermarry with the
pure races or perish.”—Z2%e Races of Men, London, 1850. See also a
Treatise On the Phenomena of Hybridity in the Genus Homo, by Dr, P.
BrocA. Translation by C. C. BLAKE. London, Longman and Co.,
1864. It is stated that hybrids between the negro and Latin races are
more fertile than those between negroes and persons of Teutonic or Scan-
dinavian origin.
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be developed, which, under Divine Providence, may,
in “the good time coming,” restore prosperity and
happiness to the beautiful but now fallen Antilles?
There is, it is true, an alternative, viz,, that the
West Indies may hereafter fall into the greedy
hands of the United States. But the future of the
United States is itself a problem, which time can
alone unravel, and though Northern energy might
arrest decay for a time, it may be questioned whether
it could itself resist those enervating influences of
climate which have sufficed so widely to alter English
character and English physique for the worse. At
present the mulattos of Barbados have not, as in
Martinique and even in Jamaica, found their way up
into white “society.” But the disadvantage of this
does not lie on the side of the excluded alone, and
the severance of the two classes is to be deplored on
social and moral, as well as on physical grounds.

The

To
mal
but



CHAPTER VIIL
BARBADOS.

The Church and Religion in Barbados—Bishop Coleridge—Laxity—
Horrible Immorality — Testimony of Rev. E. Pinder — Baneful
Effects of the Appropriated Pew System—Erastianism—Codrington
College—Fabric of the Churches—The Clergy—Church Services—
Absence of Church Work—Question of giving up the West Indian
Colonies,

To come from England to Barbados is, as regards all
matters ecclesiastical, like exchanging the boisterous
but fresh and healthful air of the open sea, for the
mephitic vapours of a little stagnant puddle. If, in
the former, there be life, convulsive, maybe, at times,
but at all cvents life real and vigorous, there is in
the latter a sleep so closely resembling death as to be
scarcely perceptible from it. It is true that the cir-
cumstances of the Barbadian Church have for some
time past been exceptionally unfortunate, the Bishop
having, from ill healh, been long resident in England,
and the Rural Dean, from advanced age; being unfitted
for all active work. But the sleep ecclesiastical
is of long continuance, and has its origin in the
originally vast size of the diocese, which embraced
the whole of the British West Indies (except Jamaica),
as well as British Guiana; in the sins of the times
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of slavery, and in the rooted aversion to improve-
ment and progress, which is a leading characteristic
of the Barbadian mind. ““ZLet i/l alone,” might be
the motto of the Church as well as of the State in
Bimshire,

It may be admitted that Barbados has been
fortunate in its bishops. The first, Bishop Cole-
ridge, was a man of commanding mind, noble pre-
sence, and generous disposition, and he succeeded
before his retirement in reducing a sta*. of complete
anarchy to something like order. But the size of his
diocese, as then constituted, was so vast and unwieldy
that many abuses crept in at the first onset, and many
necessary details were, perhaps unavoidably, over-
looked. Thus, in deference to the Pharisaic pride
and anti-Christian exclusiveness of the white pro-
prietors, the pew-rent system, which has since borne
such a terrible crop of evils, was fastened down on
the island by the enactment of the little pettifogging
local legislature, and the capital mistake was made of
founding no Cathedral body in the mother Church of
the diocese.

Bishop Coleridge’s successor was likewise a gentle-
man, a scholar, and a prelate of holy and blameless
life, but by the beginning of his episcopate the evils
engendered by the pew-rent system, and the dolce far
ntente habits of clergy and laity alike, had become
too inveterate and too ingrained to be easily dissi-
pated by one of such a gentle character as the second
Bishop of Barbados. In fact it may be questioned
whether, in a land where learning is despised and
refinement unknown, the estimable qualities of these
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prelates were not themselves an chstacle to their
success. Where the crook of the shepherd failed to
guide to good, a rod of iron might have been wielded
with advantage, and stern discipline might have effected
that improvement in the clergy which mild persuasion
failed to secure.

Be that, however, as it may, the English Church
has little reason to pride herself upon her lax and
lazy daughter in Barbados. She had there a fair field
before her. When the island was first occupied there
were few heathen aborigines, and since that time she
has had pretty much her own way. A few pious
Moravians, of innocent life and small influence, and
a now increasing number of ignorant Methodists, who,
on their first arrival, were unpopular even to persecu-
tion, probably because they were #ken, in their un-
abimatized state, full of zeal and enthusiasm, are all
the sects the Church has had to contend with, and
yet her success has been so small, that the world
itself can scarcely show a more immoral place than
Barbados. The worst is, that the parish registers
show year by year (the cholera year being alone
excepted,) a steady increase in the number of illegi-
timate births. The statistical account of the Diocese
of Barbados, at the close of the year 1865, “ Collected
from Diocesan Returns and other authentic sources,”
and “published by authority,” gives the following
statement, which speaks for itself :— Baptisms.—Of
the 5,541 children baptized, 3,232 were illegitimate ! ”
It is believed that things are in a still worse state
now, and the above return probably gives a smaller
number of bastards than the true one, on account of
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its being the almost invariable custom of people who
live together unmarried, to represent themselves as
man and wife, a fraud which is not invariably detected
by the clergy.

Barbadian immorality, moreover, has this dis-
gusting peculiarity, that the illicit offspring born to a
woman are rarely the children of one or e'"en of two
fathers. Marriages are rare, and adultery amongst
married persons extremely common. Nor is this
immorality by any means confined to the &lack popu-
lation. The number of mulattos of every shade of
colour plainly testify to the equal guilt of the whites.
And this shocking profligacy is regarded quite as a
matter of course. A clergyman denouncing it in
plain Bible terms from the pulpit would be accused
of indelicacy, and made the subject of anything
but complimentary remark. Ladies have no scruples
about engaging servants who have bastard children,
and even choose these sable vestals as their own
and their daughters’ attendants. The managers and
overseers of estates too throughout the West Indies,
especially when Scotchmen, give direct encourage-
ment to the profligate habits of the people, and the
planters still further foster the prevalent immorality
by their entire indifference to the size of the shanties
which are knocked up upon their estates. ‘

But a Barbadian shall describe the hideous state
of morals. I copy the following account from an
admirable pamphlet published in 1858 by the late
Rev. Edward Pinder under the signature of “ Meliora,”
premising only that bad as things were #ien, they are
far worse now. “1 have examined,” he says, “the
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condition of one negro-yard myself, and we may
take it as a fair sample of the rest, though I should
begin by saying that the estate was decidedly abdove
the average, where there was a resident attorney as
anxious for the moral elevation of the people as he
was for the material improvement of the property.
For several years he had been striving to instil habits
of order and industry and Christian decency amongst
them, and yet so deeply had the moral ulcer eaten
into the vitals of their society, so little aforetime had
been done for their improvement, that such scars as
the following still existed on the surface of it. The
negro-yard consisted “of some sixty-four huts or
cottages, containing a population of about three
hundred ; but who could credit the amount of igno-
rance and sin prevailing in that little nest of human
beings ? There were no less than one hundred and
fifty children too young for work, of whom thirty-
seven only were at school. This, however, was not
the worst feature of society which revealed itself
to me. In these few houses I found seven-and-
thirty illegitimate children alive (¢ multitude had
been buried), twenty young females with illicit off-
spring, and eight of them living in open sin with
unmarried men. Otker instances of husbands being
faithless to their wives, of poor girls deserted, of
young females with three or four infants by different
fathers ere they had reached the age of twenty, I
forbear to mention — but they were thére. So
likewise nothing but a personal inspection could
give any faithful picture of the squalor of their
houses, of the crowded state of their dwellings, of




108 BARBADOS.

the utter absence of al! utensils of cleanliness and
comfort.”

This“pitture is black enough, but I am sadly
convinced that a true picture painted zow would be
painted in colours far blacker still. Truer nzow than
when they were written ten years ago are the righte-
ously indignant words which the same author spoke
ten years ago, and spoke in vain :—“ What a reproach
to us that hardly one of our young females reach #e
years of puberty without being brought to shame and
degradation! What a reproach to us that the youth
to whom we look to form the strength and marrow
of our land should mainly be the offspring of sin and
of iniquity !”

And now the damning fact must be mentioned
that with this festering mass of social crime in its
midst, and with church accommodation utterly in-
adequate to the wants of the population, the pew-
system is everywhere rampant in Barbados, and
that with the additional aggravation of pew-rents.
The seats in all the churches and chapels in the
island + are let annually by the parochial vestries
and chapel committees under an act of the legisla-
ture, and those who have hired the best seats one
year are always permitted to keep them for the next,
and thus a‘'monopoly of the best seats is kept in the
hands of a single class. . Pews are let to non-

* Letters on the Labouring Population of Barbados. By MELIORA.
Bell and Daldy, 1858, Letter VIIL.
t The sole exceptions are Boscobelle Chapel, built upon the estate

by an absentee Znglisk proprietor, and the Chapel of the Codrington
Estates, belonging to the S. P. G.

paris
cripg
their
of o
best
are

enab
to h
and

men
port
“Hc
lativ
accu
men
pers
barr
lost

inst:
mitt
fifty
and
repr

noti

rubi
they
and
and
ing.
seat



EVILS OF THE PEW SYSTEM. 109

parishioners, and thus the parochial system is
crippled or broken down ; the clergy ‘neglecting
their own flocks in order to visit the wandering sheep
of other pastors. Of course, the best seats in the
best situated positions are those which in local phrase
are “rented out,” in order that the Pharisees may be
enabled to “pray apart,” but the poor are permitted
to hear the “free Gospel” from wretched galleries
and from the worst holes and corners in the churches.

Meanwhile the buyers of God's Word and Sacra-
ments are secured in the safe possession of #ieir
portions of what, by a misnomer, are styled the
“Houses of God,” even when not present, by a legis-
lative enactment which punishes trespassers into those
accursed enclosures with a fine of 15/, or imprison-
ment in default of payment. Seats pertaining to
persons in arrears of rent are not unfrequently
barricaded by the authorities, and the space is thus
lost to the already too small buildings. In an
instance known to the writer, where a chapel com-
mittee had run into debt, they calmly confiscated
fifty-four of the few free seats belonging to the poor,
and let them out for hire. The matter was officially
represented to the ecclesiastical authorities, but no
notice was taken and the injustice remains.

As another consequence of this vile system the
rubric which enjoins that “chancels shall remain as
they have done in times past,” is invariably broken,
and the singers are stuck up in the west gallery above
and behind the congregation they ought to be lead-
ing. Too good a market is made of the chancel
seats to admit of any propriety in the arrangements
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of Divine Worship! English Church law professedly
prevails in Barbados, but many anomalous practices
exist. The churchwardens, for instance, in the
parishes are not sworn ecclesiastical officers as in
England, but simply civil officials; while in the
chapelry districts the executive body is an irrespon-
. sible chapel committee, selected by the renters of
pews. The qualifications of these committeemen are
solely that they rent seats themselves. They need
not be parishioners, they need not be communicants,
they need not be of moral character. Pew-renting is
held to cover a multitude of sins, and even to hide a
large family of bastard children! In practice, it may
be confessed, these gentlemen admirably fulfil the
functions they are elected to discharge; they per-
petuate the pew-system, they hinder all improve-
ment, and by holding their meetings for letting the
seats at a time when the poor are at work, they
effectually keep the choice of seats in the hands of
their own class and their own colour.

The pew-system being, Zesze Dean Boyd of Exeter,
the pet device of the modern Evangelical party, so
called, it might be supposed that the clergy of Bim-
shire were mostly of that persuasion. This, however,
is not the case. While some, it is true, are very low,
very slow, and very Calvinistic, there is amongst
them an admixture of the moderately high and very
dry. Both parties, however, are agreed in their
hatred of “novelties” which date from primitive
times, in their destestation of change even for the
better, and in their devotion to the legislature, which
dispenses the loaves and fishes, which are eked out
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to them with custom-house officers and policemen
upon *he second day of each month,

Barbados, indeed, if a Purgatorio in other respects,
is a very Paradiso as regards Erastianism. There the
votaries of Church “Establishments” may see their
principles carried out in their entirety. To great
extent in their own, and entirely in the august eyes of
the “ Council ” and “ House of Assembly,” the clergy
are “ Government officers,” and so expected to do the
Government’s work. To prevent any mistake in this
matter, it is arranged that, when the clergyman receives
his monthly dole of dollars, he has to sign a receipt
in a column headed “signature of officer,” and he has
to take his turn with policemen and gaugers, in a
small fusty office, served by more than doubtfully
uncivil officials. “ Well, Reverend, so you're come
for your carn, are you?” said a clerk, in my hearing,
to an old white-haired clergyman, who had come to
draw his hardly-earned stipend, and who, moreover,
had to wait twenty minutes before he gotit! Com-
plaints were actually made against one clergyman by
the Governor’s despatches and in the minutes of the
Foreign Office, because he had made use of the news-
paper press to express his views on certain semi-poli-
tical questions, which, like a storm in a teacup, were
agitating the island. It was to the honour of the
Bishop that, although he disapproved of the politics of
the clergyman in question, he yet took his side in the
dispute, vindicated the claims of the priesthood to the
rights of citizenship, and protested against their being
placed in such a state of degrading bondage.

It is instructive to note that the local legislature
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has rewarded the general subserviency of the clergy
by prohibiting all burial fees, and, in the teeth of the
Act of Uniformity, has altered a rubric in the Prayer
Book, by taking away fees at marriages. It is true
that an inadequate compensation was made to the
existing rectors, who gave up their own rights, and
those of their successors, with the amiable docility
of house lambs ; but, if marriage was an institution
more generally observed, the regulation would fall
heavily upon the poor clergy of the district chapelries.
The Barbadian clergy, again, are compelled by the
State to furnish copies of all registers, without pay-
ment for their trouble, habituation to the practices of
slavery having probably convinced the legislative body
that the labourer is zoz worthy of his hire.

Annually, at the beginning of the hurricane season,
a proclamation is issued, appointing August 27th, or
some neighbouring day, to be observed as a “day of
general thanksgiving for the blessings of the harvest,
together with humble and earnest supplication for the
continuance of the Divine favour for the ensuing
season, and for protection from pestilence, and storm,
and all other calamities which our sins have deserved.”
Now, a feast day is a good thing, and a fast day is a
good thing, but this jumbling of the two into one
spoils both, and creates a medley highly confounding
to the mind of any Churchman except a Barbadian.
A “Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving” is appointed
for use “by authority,” but by what authority it is
not stated. The form is chiefly remarkable as seem-
ing to exclude the celebration of the Eucharist.

Most of the clergy are educated at the Codrington
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College, an institution which might be of the greatest
possible benefit to the entire West Indies, but which,
after boasting of two such admirable men for prin-
cipals as the late venerable Canon Pinder of Wells
and the Rev. R. Rawle, has now (November, 1868)
sunk almost into annihilation. At the present time,
though the college estates produce upwards of 2,000/
a year, there are but sir students in residence, The
Codrington College d/éves are held in little repute as
clergymen. It is not, perhaps, the fault of the
college that the students should turn out as narrow-
minded as their compatriots ; but it might have been
hoped that some of the Bimshire conceit would be
worked out of them in the course of their education.
The reverse of this, however, is notoriously the case.
Ex uno disce multos. A newly-ordained student
having been on a visit to England, a dignitary of the
church, on his return, expressed a hope that he had
profited by his visit by seeing the vigorous work of
the Church as carried on in some of the great English
towns. The young gentleman, like a true Bim as he
was, answered that “he felt he was so much better
qualified to impart information upon those subjects
to the English clergy than they were to give it, that
he had not troubled himself to make any inquirics.”
Codrington College having almost entirely sunk into
the position of a narrow seminary for the island
clergy, it is a pity that church music and church
architecture, of both of which Barbadians are pro-
foundly ignorant, are not introduced as subjects for
instruction. At present they are altogether tabooed.

As it is, the hideousness of all the ecclesiastical

8
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buildings in Barbados is only equalled by their absurd
inappropriateness to the exigencies of the climate.
Notwithstanding the existence in the island of a
beautiful white coralline limestone, soft and easily
worked in the quarry, but afterwards hardening on
exposure to the air, no use whatsoever is made of it
cither for interior wall-surface or for sculpture, The
latter indeed (as involving the lighting of the lamp of
self-sacrifice), as indeed any other “thing of beauty”
in the sanctuary whatsoever, would be prudently
deemed “ popish ” by the chapel committees, vestries,
and white people generally. The outside walls are
therefore built of rubble covered with plaster; and
carpenters’ goth’s, churchwardens’ whitewash, and
compo reach their highest development inside. The
churches, in fact, have all a strong family likeness to
each other and to the meeting-houses of the local
Methodists. In a baking climate like that of Bar-
bados—-an island moreover exposed to devastating
hurricanes—one would naturally expect two things to
be sine qud nons in the construction of churches,
immensely thick walls, viz., with numerous narrow
apertures to exclude light and admit air, and the
least possible amount of extraneous work outside,
in order that the least possible amount of surface
should be exposed to the action of the winds. The
Barbadian churches, on the contrary, invariably have
thin walls, with huge clumsy windows, with wooden
tracery or no tracery at all, which keep the congre-
gation in a perfect blaze of light, while the beggarly
sum of money which is devoted to ornament is wasted
upon preposterous battlements and buttresses, as if
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for the very purpose of courting the extremest violence
of a tornado. Add to this towers with round warming-
pan windows, built to contain a single ting-tang.

My own belief is that some of the ancient Coptic
churches, which always afford a deliciously cool
retreat from the burning skies of Egypt, would form
the most suitable models of construction. These
have massive walls, low domed roofs, apses, and small
but numerous apertures for ventilation,

Even decent ritual arrangements are unknown,
and many of the chapels want bells and other neces-
sary appliances of Divine Worship. Though the
negroes are passionately fond of music, there is not
a choral service in the island, nor a single choir
properly dressed, trained, and located. Where
greater pretensions exist than usual, the young (white)

ladies and young (white) gentlemen of the congre-
gation are perched up in a western gallery (in one
instance—St. Leonard’s—on a platform in the south
aisle !), and display that usual amount of winking,
smirking, and flirting which is incident to “ mixed
choirs.”

The clergy, if rectors, have little weight with the
white people ; next to none, if they are only curates.
It is the worldly position, not the office, which gives
them the place in society which they occupy. With
a truly Christian spirit of forgiveness, they reward the
contempt in which they are held by an intense spirit
of subserviency to the most ignorant white preju-
dices, and they are, with two exceptions, ardent sup-
porters of the pew-rent system. An Znglisk clergy-
man is regarded with great jealousy by his Bimshire
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brethren, especially if he be not prepared to swear
that the “ Zet ill alone” system is the best in the
world. There is no doubt that the clergy, gud clergy,
are much more respected by the black than by the
white people ; and while the planters actually contemn
a black clergyman, howsoever exemplary in character
and respectable in attainments, the negroes feel them-
selves slighted when they have a shepherd of their
own colour. But of these last there is but one in
Barbados. A certain sum which might be spent in
providing additional clergy, goes to pay a few illi-
terate Scripture readers. Some of these men hold
public services. To a printed question, addressed to
them by the Bishop, and asking what character of
service was used, one of them answered, “ The Nicene
Creed, and the Service for the Visitation of the Sick !”
Amongst themselves the clergy have little social
intercourse, and, as a body, they are unaccustomed
and averse to united action.

The Bishop’s and Archdeacon’s salaries have
hitherto been paid out of the Consolidated Fund,
but this payment will cease on the death or resigna-
tion of the present occupants. The eleven rectors
have a salary of 300/ each from the local legislature,
and, besides, possess good houses, and in some
instances valuable glebes. The curates of the chapelry
districts have each 200/ a year from the legislature,
and some few a house into the bargain—too small a
maintenance, when the great expense of living, the
density of the population, and the absolute necessity
of keeping a horse, are taken into consideration. Nof-
withstanding the vast size and population of their
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parishes, the rectors, unless absolutely incapacitated
from work, never think it needful to keep a personal
curate. With a very few exceptions, the services of
the Church are conducted in the dull and dismal
mode prevalent in England at the beginning of the
present century. The old-fashioned parish clerk who
pompously mouths his part in a duet with the parson
is still in his glory in Barbados, and may perhaps be
seen in his fullest development in the Cathedral
Church of St. Michael. Little or no interest is
taken in church music; the white people never
respond. It is not the custom to baptize on Sundays.
By the exertions of the present Bishop the weekly
offertory has been introduced into most of the
churches, and is well appreciated by the negroes ; but
the whites show their contempt and dislike of that
apostolic custom by sitting during the offering of
alms ; but this they do also even during the recitation
of the Gloria in Excelsis, and in the Cathedral, during
the Commandments. The whole sum offered to God
in the offertory in Barbados is less than the sum
spent upon hiring seats, and so, more Romano, buying
the Word and Sacraments.

The offertory alms are generally doled out week
by week to the same set of “ pensioners”’—persons
oftentimes notoricus for their idleness and imposture.
In certain parishes the vestries oppose the devotion
of the alms to any other pious objects whatsoever, on
the avowed grounds that the rates for poor relief
would thereby be raised! Z/e alms of the poor are
thus paid into the pockets of the rich ;—but the clergy
obey their masters. A so-called “Church Society ”
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exists in name, but it is inoperative. Professing to be
in connection with the S. P. C. K,, the island is often
for weeks together without a supply of Bibles and
Prayer Books, and then a lot are imported, bound up
with “Tate and Brady,” a version nct in use in the
island. There are no sisterhoods, and no associations
for parochial church work, no meetings of choirs, no
penitentiaries, no nursing sisters, no system of district
visiting.

The Barbadian ladies scarcely ever even #hink of
visiting the sick and poor on their husbands’ estates.
“It’s TOO hot,” they say; and then they would see
“such unpleasant sights.” And yet in the French
islands, Sceurs de Charité—delicately nurtured ladies
—may be seen continually going about visiting the
sick and poor! Above all, in the profligate city of
Bridgetown, the clergy have done absolutely nothing
to promote the establishment of an institute for the
education and rational entertainment of the young men
employed in the various stores and offices. An effort
made in December, 1867, by the Archdeacon, was
promptly knocked on the head by the apathy of the
native clergy and “ better class” of laymen. Idleness
and profligacy therefore reign supreme, and the most
horrible scandals are enacted. “ZLet ¢/l alone”” Not
long since some young men in Bridgetown procured
the sham marriage of a young lady to an officer of a
West Indian regiment. It is said that the mate of a
vessel officiated, and that a surplice was procurea from
the Cathedral. But there is no public opinion, and no
steps were taken to bring the instigators and abettors
of this atrocious deed to justice. “ Let ill alone !”
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The above is a dark picture of the state of the
Church and of religion in Barbados. But the painter
must use dark colours if he essays to paint a dark
sky; and the writer is sadly convinced that the
picture he has drawn is a true one, though, if any-
thing, under rather than over-coloured with dark tints.
During a wearisome residence of some ten months in
Barbados he cannot call to mind a single instance of
hearing a noble, a liberal, or a devotional sentiment
expressed by any one outside a single excellent
family. Never has he known any born Barbadian
to ascend beyond the dead level of a dull mediocrity.
Yet rays of light appear in the far horizon, which in
time may widen and extend. There are young men
in Bridgetown who are tired of the husks of swine
and the garbage of impurity, and who long after
better things. The appointment of a humble and a
holy man as Coadjutor Bishop is an augury for good,
and the recent disendowment, so far as imperial funds
are concerned, will, it may be hoped, by checking
Erastianism, stir up some spiritual life amidst the dry
bones of dead “respectability,” easy “ Establishmenta-
rianism,” and selfish indifference.

As to the political question involved in the con-
nection between this and the other West Indian
Islands with the mother-country, Englishmen will do
well to ask themselves, Cui bono is that connection
preserved? Utterly opposed as I am to the idea of
England giving up such trophies of national power
and glory as the invincible Rock of Gibraltar, I can-
not help believing that we should do well to get rid of
the West Indies, if a purchaser could be found. To
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England they are more expense than profit, a source
of weakness rather than a source of strength, a shame
rather than a credit. Petty inter-insular jealousies
and hatreds, and the difference between Settled and
“Crown” Colonies, compel, or rather secem to compel,
their government as units and not as a whole, while
the attachment of each to the mother-land rather
resembles that of the horsefly to the horse, than that
of the daughter to the mother, and this is especially
true of Barbados. It is the attachment of self-
interest.
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CHAPTER IX.
BRITISH GUIANA.

George Town, Demerara— Scenery—St. George’s Church— Double
Establishment — Population— Coolies—Opium Dens —Treatment
of Chinese— Arawaak Indians—Alligators—The ¢ Four-eyes ’—
Scarlet Ibises—Berbice—New Amsterdam—Agriculture,

FroMm Barbados it is a voyage of less than three days
to George Town, the capital of the united provinces of
Demerara, Berbice, and Zssequibo, known conjointly

as British Guiana.

At least seventy miles from the coast of South
America I noticed a change in the colour of the
water, caused by the mud brought down by the
“great river Oronoco,” of which Robinson Crusoe and
poor Friday used to discourse, and by the Pomeroon,
Essequibo, Demerara, and other rivers. As the water
became tinged with mud, the flights of flying-fish, so
pleasant to watch upon a wearisome voyage, no longer
gladdened the sight. The steamer was unluckily late
in arriving at the light-ship, and we had to lie to all
night, rocking upon the muddy waves, some ten miles
off the harbour, the numerous mud-banks rendering it
unsafe to approach the harbour during the darkness.
The first sight of the South American Continent is, at
this point, far from impressive, being simply a long
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line of wood rising above muddy water. When I woke
next morning, we were lying in the harbour, and as I
looked through my cabin window, I could almost have
fancied I was lying off dear old Lynn in Norfolk, so
muddy was the harbour, and so flat the coast. The
harbour of George Town is formed by the mouth of
the Demerara River, and the city lies along its bank
as far as a low point of land which juts out into the
sea, and is defended by a rotten fort. The opposite
point is lined by mangrove and other trees, which
extend far into the muddy water, and form a malarious
and frightful swamp. The eye ranges a long way up
the wide, muddy river, whose banks are lined with
swamps and jungle, of which the branches dip into
the water, and above which, here and there, peers up
the tall chimney of the works on some sugar planta-
tion, highly suggestive of Marshland or the fens of
Cambridgeshire. One lands at George Town upon a
small wooden pier, the river and sea frontage being
unfortunately cut up in a right British fashion into
private wharves, no public right of way existing along
the banks ; a capital defect in an otherwise well-laid-
out town. Debouching from a narrow lane, the new
comer finds himself in a broadish street of great
length, lined with the stores and offices of the various
merchants. This street, with one or two windings,
extends as far as the fort already named, and gives
access to a kind of promenade on the sea-wall beyond,
growing, as it advances, gradually meaner and meaner.
In the other direction it ends in a kind of swamp,
abounding in rushes, and lit at night by fireflies. In
the midst of this swamp stand the public buildings,
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one of the ugliest and meanest piles in the British
Empire. Beyond this is a suburb named Charlestown.

Under a blazing baking sun I made my way to
“ Beckwith’s Hotel,” where cleanliness and tolerably
good food may be had, but, unfortunately, it was
full, and I had to betake myself to a boarding-house,
kept by a lady of Scotch extraction, where I was
lodged infamously, charged extortionately, and very
nearly starved to death. I tried another hotel after-
wards, kept by a “lady of colour,” who was at least
civil and free from the vulgar cant of my former land-
lady ; but here again the food, though plentiful, was
by no means alluring. Hunks of beefsteak, half raw,
and just killed, do pall on the appetite, after daily
repetition, both at breakfast and dinner. This bad
feeding is a really serious evil in Demerara. If the
one expensive, but tolerable, hotel is full, the stranger
runs into great danger of perishing by slow starva-
tion. Food is only served at the other hotels and
boarding-houses at certain fixed hours, and cannot be
obtained at any other. It is true that there is an
“Ice House,” where a slender lunch may be had, but
liquors only are served in the evening ; and at a place
kept by one Cahuac, a bit of tough mutton or
decomposed beef may be had at an exorbitant price :
but here the attendants cannot even compound a
sherry cobbler, which deficiency, in such a climate, is
nothing less than a gastronomic enormity.

So far, however, as general cleanliness, progress,
convenience, and even a kind of beauty are concerned,
the change from Bridgetown to George Town is a
change from barbarism to civilization. The streets are
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wide and well laid out, and generally run in straight
lines. Excepting Water Street, which is the Strand of
George Town, and which is full of stores, the streets,
which are of great length, have straight canals
running through the midst ; these being relics of the
old Dutch dominion. The canals are sometimes lined
with oleanders, and are always bordered by strips of
grass. Next, upon either side, come the two car-
riage ways, then other strips of grass, and then the
houses, which stand single, and commonly have
beautiful gardens around and between them. In the
midst of the town is an open space, called the Parade
Ground, where the Demeraran youth disport them-
selves at cricket, and hard by is a small but pretty
botanical garden.

The Cathedral Church of St. George is an ugly
building, but it stands in a good situation. Happily
it is in bad repair. The ecclesiastical gem of the
place, and indeed of all our West Indian and South
American possessions, is the new Church of St.
George. Since, at George Town, all is mud, stone
could only be had at vast expense, and a stone
building, moreover, would probably sink by its own
weight intc the morass. A church, therefore, was
constructed of iron and wood in England, and, con-
sidering its materials, it is a great success. It is
spacious, it looks lilie a church, and its services are
frequent and thoroughly efficient. There is an
excellent surp!’ced choir of boys and men, white
and coloured, and all things are done decently and in
order. After the slovenliness and dreariness of the
services of the Church in Barbados, these were indeed
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a refreshing change. The only pity is, that this fine
church is not free and open to all.

Ecclesiastical matters are in a somewhat anoma-
lous state in British Guiana ; Zwe establishments, the
English Church and the Scottish Presbyterian body,
being both endowed by the State. There were for-
merly, as still to a less degree, a vast number of
Scotchmen in the colony, and the question w/at should
be the established religion in each parish was settled
by the plurality of votes of the inhabitants. Thus
one parish has one religion established in it and its
neighbour another. Spite of this discouragement (if
such it be) the tenets of the English Church are said
to be gaining ground yearly.

The population of George Town is interesting from
its extremely mixed character. Besides the Anglo-
and Scoto-Demeraran inhabitants, there are, first of all,
avery large number of immigrants from Madeira, who
are commonly known as Portuguese. These seem
to be a very industrious race, and, like the lower
class of Greeks in Egypt and Asia Minor, seem to
have almost a monopoly of the small liquor and
provision shops. These people are short, dark-haired,
and sallow-complexioned. The men and women
are not commonly well-favoured, but the children
are often extremely pretty. They have brought
with them their national instrument of music, the
guitar, whose lively tones enliven the streets at
night.

Next to these are the coolies, both East Indian
and Chinese, who have been imported in great
numbers. I had never before, save at Suez, come
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acress the former race of Asiatics. Dark, often black,
with flashing eyes, long hair, lithe active forms, and
wearing often only a single waistcloth, they form a
curious feature in Demeraran street scenery, The
women are well, often handsomely dressed, with a
profusion of gold and silver rings and bangles, orna-
ments of coins strung together, and sometimes with a
jewelled pin stuck in the side of the nose. Some of
the young men and girls are strikingly handsome ;
but the attenuated forms and calfless legs of the
ancients are remarkable. These Indian coolies are
extremely economical in their habits, and deposit
large sums of money in the Savings Bank, and gene-
rally return home after a few years. In 1865 the
ship “Clarence” conveyed back to India no less than
464 coolies, who carried with them savings to the
amount of 53,969 dollars,

No people can be less like the East Indians than
the Chinamen. Of these last most wear their national
dress, but some affect white trousers, blue jackets, and
straw hats. They are pleasant fellows enough to talk to,
from their cheerfulness, bon/omie, and self-possession ;
and it is hard to realize that they are the rascals
they are represented to be by their masters. At one
end of George Town there is quite a Chinese quarter,
Wishing to purchase one or two of the beautiful green
jade earrings worn by the women, I one day made
an excursion for that purpose. Having rejected an
inferior specimen, for which an exorbitant sum was
demanded, I was going away, when a young man
came up and told me a friend of his had a splendid
pair of jade-stone armlets. These were produced,
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sewn down to a bit of wood, covered with purple silk.
Nothing could have been lovelier than their colour,
and I was about to buy them, when my suspicions
were aroused by the smallness of the sum asked. I
accordingly insisted on their being detached ; which
being done, I held them up to the light, and detected,
by the occurrence of a few tiny air-bubbles, that they
were made of glass. Although forgeries, they were
well worthy of a place in the South Kensington
Museum, as exquisite specimens of imitative art.

At the house of an elderly Chinaman of better
class I afterwards saw a very curious armlet of real
jade : the ends were carved like dragons’ heads, and it
was doubtless of considerable antiquity. It was used
as a charm for certain diseases, and in London or Paris
might have fetched half the two hundred dollars
demanded for it. I went next to see an opium-
smokers’ den. It was a horrid sight. The smokers
were nearly naked, and lay upon a slightly slanted
wooden framework or dais, like the soldiers’ sleeping-
place in a guard-room, each with a brick under his
head. The thick, black, sticky lumps of opium
were doled out to each smoker in a shell, and each
of the votaries, after whorling the substance round
and round upon a little iron instrument, and after
applying it frequently to the flame of a lamp, in order
to bring it to the proper consistency, wired it into a
machine which did duty as a pipe, and commenced
smoking. Most of the men’s eyes were fixed, or had
the vacant look of those of a dancing derveesh towards
the end of his gyrations : none of the faces evinced the
slightest pleasure. It is to the disgrace of the Legis-
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lature that opium and bang are openly advertised, and
sold by licence in the shops. The habit of opium-
smoking is said to be largely on the increase, and the
tast Indians are beginning to prefer it to their
national bang., The Chinese are in great request as
labourers, and, being possessed of greater powers of
endurance, can do heavier work than the natives of
India. Compared with these last, they save but little
money, being fond of a substantial and plentiful diet,
and having little care for the future. I have reason
to fear that the coolies, and especially the Chinese,
are treated with great severity. During my stay in
Demerara alocal paper contained the following notice,
which I insert as a specimen of many others :—

““On Thursday last two Chinamen at Mahaica, who had been con-

victed for stealing growing plantains, received thirty-nine lashes each
with the cat-o'-nine-tails, at the expiry of their term of imprisonment for
one month,”
It is difficult to believe that a larcenous Scotchman
would have received forty stripes, save one; but in a
country where equal justice is professed, it is hard to
see why the sauce for the goose should not also be
sauce for the gander.

There are a considerable number of Chinese women
in the colony, and their new-born babies are the
most primevally old-fashioned-looking little articles
imaginable. I saw one Chinaman who had taken a
negress to wife. The offspring of this union, I sus-
pect, would rival in ugliness that very common, but
most uncomely cross-brat, the child of a red-haired
Scotchman and a woolly-headed black woman. But
the Chinese coolies are by no means the quaintest
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fellow-subjects one meets with in the streets of George
Town. From time to time parties of the aboriginal
South American Indians, chiefly of the Arawaak and
Accawai tribes, come down to the city in their canoes
and corials, These people go almost naked. They
are a short, stout, thickset race, of a yellowish colour,
with largish heads, long straight black hair, dark
cyes, flattish faces, and small hands and feet. They
have a singularly gentle expression of countenance,
and are said to be of a mild, cheerful, and friendly
disposition. They carry bows and arrows, and bring
with them, for sale, rare birds, weapons, pottery painted
with some taste, and wonderfully strong hammocks,
made, with the utmost skill, of elastic grass. The
excellent and genial Bishop of Guiana, Dr. Austin,
who has spent months in the forests amongst these
poor people, has a very high opinion of them, and
has, by the missions he has organized and directed,
made great progress in their conversion to Christianity.

The Anglo-Demeraran population enjoy a well-
merited reputation for hospitality, and in point of
civilization are far ahead of the stagnant people of
the West Indiec. Like their predecessors, the old
Dutch settlers, they have had great obstacles to con-
tend with, and have battled bravely with them, and
in the main successfully., The waters of the sea and
rivers are only kept out by a great expenditure of
labour. Quite recently a long strip of coast just
beyond the Fort, at George Town, has been swept
away. The breach is being repaired mainly by
convict labour, the convicts being mostly coolies,—
Hindoos, and Chinamen, undergoing punishment for

9
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not fulfilling their appointed tasks. The warders
were truculent-looking negroes, and the convicts
looked miserably thin and ill. The mangrove and
courida trees along the coast-line, as has been already
remarked, extend far out into the waters of the
muddy sea ; the roots which support the mangrove-
trees forming a retreat for numerous crabs and other
marine creatures. The “Calling Crab” (Cancer vel
Gelasimus wocans), is a very queer and amusing
creature. One of his fore-claws is vastly larger than
the other, and he advances over the mud, trium-
phantly waving his big claw in the air, and apparently
beckoning to some friend to come and join him in
the sport of mud-larking. Farther inland the ground
is often lower than high-water mark, and the soil,
which is a rich mud, is of the most exuberant fertility.
All the dense vegetation which a burning sun and
unlimited water can produce upon the rich alluvium
of ancient rivers is produced in British Guiana. The
estates and cane-fields are divided by ditches, and
drained by almost stagnant canals, which everywhere
abound with alligators. These monsters lay their
eggs in nests in pieces of bush and waste land, and,
during the breeding season, are vicious, and will
attack intruders. Their boldness is surprising. Re-
turning from Berbice I made my way down through
a dense jungle to the edge of a tidal river, known
as Mahaica Creek, when an alligator rose to the
surface within a few yards of me. I immediately
threw a hard fruit which I had gathered in the jungle
at the animal with all my force, and hit him full in
the eye. Down he went with a great splash, and I
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thought I had seen the last of him, but he rose again
a few yards higher up, and lay upon the top of the
water slowly moving his tail. At another, named
Abary Creek, I stood on a bridge and pelted at one
for some minutes, as he lay upon the mud. The
brute took no notice at first, but at last sprung up,
lashing his tail over his back, and then flounced down
into the river. A large land-lizard, called the Sa/es:-
penta, or Salipanta, is likewise common, and is said
to destroy fowls,

The creeks and brackish water generally abound
with a curious fish, locally called the “Four-eyes.”
At low tide it comes out upon the mud to feed, and,
when alarmed, returns with great speed, moving its
flat belly over the surface with vigorous muscular
efforts. When in the water it frequently swims along
the top with its prominent eyes protruding above it.
It gains its name from its apparently possessing four
eyes. In reality, however, it has only two ; the pupils
looking both upwards and towards each other; a
slight film dividing the upper and sideways portion
of each pupil.

As might be expected the mud-swamps and damp
savannahs near the coast are the resort of innumer-
able birds. Of these the most magnificent are the
scarlet ibises, which occur in vast flocks. These
birds are entirely of a blazing scarlet colour, with the
exception of the tips of the larger wing-feathers, which
‘are of a metallic blue-black. In splendour they are
second only to the flamingos, which haunt the Lagoon
of Tunis and other places on the northern coast of
Africa, and which are also found in Guiana. Other
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elegant birds are the white and blueish gawling, a
small species of heron or egret, and the particoloured
spur-wing. The land birds of Guiana are very
numerous, and of almost all colours. The Arawaak
Indians make pretty head-dresses of their brilliant
feathers, and occasionally bring down the rarer
species for sale. The number of birds which con-
tinually iterate the same cry is striking to a stranger.
Of these the kiskadi, a brown and yellow bird, which
frequents gardens, is, perhaps, the most prominent.
He is a lively, active fellow, and continually repeats
his cry of kis-ka-di, kis-ka-di, from which he obtains
his name. This, however, is commonly said to be
corrupted from the French gu'est ce que dit.

After remaining a short time at George Town, I
started by a small steamer for New Amsterdam, the
capital of the province of Berbice. The distance is
about sixty miles, and the voyage was monotonous
enough, nothing occurring to break the line of dense
forest, which extends all the way along the coast.
About 4 P. M. we entered the Berbice river, and a
village on the left was pointed out as the capital. A
more wretched place can scarcely be conceived. Two
streets of detached houses, with a few stores, run
parallel to the river and to each other; a gaunt-
looking court-house rises from the mud at one end,
an ugly church, and two or three meeting-houses, are
dotted about at intervals ;—and that isall. Nightand
day, a heavy stillness broods over everything, and if
you are lucky enough to meet an occasional foot-
passenger, he looks half asleep. A mile off in a
swamp, and partly surrounded by bush, is a military
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lunatic asylum. Whether the unhappy inmates or
the voluntary citizens of New Amsterdam are the
madder of the two, may well admit of question.
Behind the town is a mud-wall, like a “drove” in the
Isle of Ely, then a long draining-canal, containing
alligators, and then sugar-estates intermixed with
bush. All is dull and damp and swelteringly hot ;
the wonder being that every one is not always down
with fever. The only good thing in the place is the
hotel. ¥

I returned by land in a rickety government vehicle
for carrying the mails, in which I had taken my place
before leaving George Town. This conveyance started
from the other side of the river, which is crossed by a
steam-ferry. I passed over with the inspector of police
who was going to see a Chinese coolie flogged. The
only other passenger was a cadaverous Portuguese,
going to superintend a rum and provision shop, one of
two or three which he had in as many remote situa-
tions. The perseverance and industry of these money-
seeking people are very great, and carry them into
places where no one else could be induced to settle
for purposes of trade. The driver was a portly little
roundabout negro, on excellent terms with himself
and all the world. The road all the way to “Mus-
quito Hall,” where thert is a railway to George
Town, is extremely bad, and sometimes for miles a
mere grass-grown track. It lies for the most part
amidst abandoned sugar-estates, now again over-
grown with dense jungle. To these succeed one or
two estates in cultivation, dense steamy woods, muddy
creeks, and wide savannahs roamed over by vast
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herds of half-wild cattle. In one place there is a
village of African immigrants, with the shanties
shaded by great trees; in another, a desolate barrack
lifts itself out of a swamp which threatens to engulph
it. Gorgeous flowers and still more gorgeous birds
enliven a country which would otherwise be unre-
deemably detestable; and the discordant cries of
parrots, the rustle of a lizard, or the splash of an
alligator break the heavy silence of the woods. The
railway from “Musquito Hall” to George Town is
constructed through a miserable swampy country,
below the level of the sea, to see which I mounted up
upon the seats on the top of the cars. For miles we
passed through dense clouds of musquitos and sand-
flies, which literally filled my beard and hair. .

The sugar-cane seems to grow in even greater
luxuriance than in Barbados ; but while in the latter
it is always planted in a hole to catch all the mois-
ture that falls, it is in British Guiana planted on
the top of a ridge, for the purpose of avoiding it.
Cultivation is not so neat as in Barbados, where every
inch of land is precious ; but the houses of the planters
and general appointments of the estate-buildings
struck me as having a far more cheerful and cared-
foraspect. The Demerarans are evidently a go-ahead
and flourishing community ; and though many estates
have been abandoned, the colony is again advancing
in material progress. It is remarkable that Duizck
and not English law is still in the ascendant. '




CHAPTER X.
TRINIDAD.

The Bocas—Port of Spain—The Botanical Gardens—Schismatical
Conduct of the Anglican Church—St. Joseph’s—Island of Grenada
—St. George’s.

I ToOK passage from George Town, Demerara, to

Trinidad in the well-appointed French steamet

which plies, in connection with the mail-packets

from St. Nazaire, between Martinique and Cayenne
or French Guiana. The ship rolled heavily in the
muddy waves charged with the mud brought down
by the great Oronoco ; but the second day we sighted
the green hills of Tobago, the reputed Island of

Robinson Crusoe, and arrived betimes next morning

at Port of Spain, after passing the beautiful rock-

impeded channel between Trinidad and the main-
land of South America—the “ Spanish Main” of old
buccaneering times, and the Venezuela of to-day.

This channel is known as the Bocas, or Bocas de

Dracone, the corresponding channel at the other end

of the island being the Bocas de Serpente. Furious

currents run between the lofty islets of the Bocas,
but within, in the Gulf of Paria, the green water is
commonly as smooth as glass. The Bocas are four
in number, and are named respectively the Boca
Grande next the South American shore, the Boca
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de Navios, the Boca de Huevos, and the Roca de
Monas next the coast of Trinidad. It is plain that
at some remote period a range of hills now broken up
into islets stretched across from Trinidad to the
mainland of Paria, which rises into the magnificent
mountain mass of the Cordilleras. The same must
have been the case at the Bocas de Serpente, at the
other end of the Gulf, which then must have been in
reality, what it resembles at present, a vast lake.

The capital of Trinidad, the largest West Indian
Island, after Jamaica, which belongs to England, is
Port of Spain. It is a beautifully-situated city, lying
on a small plain of alluvial soil between forest-clad
mountains and the Gulf, which, with the vast moun-
tain masses of misnamed Venezuela beyond, it over-
looks. Wide quays extend along the seaside, and
the streets are all planned at right angles to each
other, The principal street is a really grand one.
It is of great width, and a wide strip of grass, shaded
by cabbage-palms and other flowering and forest
trees, passes down its centre. In the midst is a
plashing fountain ; at one end is the Roman Catholic
Cathedral, at the other end the sea. Along half the
length of this noble street the houses are arcaded,
as in an Italian town. Gravely walking about, and
almost disputing the right-of-way with the passers-by,
are a number of huge, black, vulture-like crows, with
bare heads and necks. These birds, in consideration
of their use as scavengers, are protected from injury
by legislative enactment. At a short distance from
this street, which is in truth a noble A/ameda of the
Spanish type, is a spacious square laid out with grass,
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refreshed by another fountain, and shaded by fine
trees. Hard by are the Government offices. On one
side of the square is the Anglican Church, a large
oblong building, with a wide-spanning and somewhat
grand roof of dark timbers, which is popularly be-
lieved to rival that of Westminster Hall. Many of
the streets have rills of water running through them.
Behind the city is an extremely beautiful park, dotted
with fine timber and grazed by herds of cattle, and
adjoining it, but extending up some of the lower spurs
of the mountains, a magnificent Botanical Garden.
I have seldom seen a more beautiful place. Admir-
ably kept, chiefly by Chinese coolie gardeners, and
abounding with rare trees and plants, there is nothing
formal in its plan. Nature in her loveliest forms is
only assisted by art. The collection of palms is very
good and varied ; the most exquisite, perhaps, of all
being a native of Trinidad, a plant whose enormous
fronds spring out of the ground to a height of per-
haps thirty feet. The nutmeg-trees with their shining
leaves and apricot-coloured fruit, which when ripe
bursts and displays the rich brown nut covered with
scarlet mace, -are also very fine. This garden is
the resort of numberless humming-birds, which rifle
the flowers immediately above one’s head as one sits
on a trellice-covered seat. The view from the hill
above, with the tranquil park and city simmering in
the heat and slumbering at its base, the placid blue-
green Gulf, and the purple Cordilleras beyond, is one
to remember for a lifetime, and to carry away im-
printed on the mind as a solace amidst future troubles
which none can take away.
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The inhabitants of Port of Spain, who are chiefly
of French extraction, with a strong dash of Spanish
blood, are well-favoured, and struck me withal as
being remarkably gentle, polite, and courteous. The
quiet, clean, gentlemanlike air of the whole city is a
great contrast to the rowdy blackguardism of Bridge-
town, where no lady can walk in the streets without
likelihood of being insulted by insolent beggars. The
marked contrast of manners in general in Trinidad, as
compared with Barbados, arises, perhaps, in part from
the fact that Trinidad is a “ Crown colony,” and con-
sequently uncursed by the absurdity of a little ped-
dling House of Assembly, full of vulgar and illiterate
nobodies. Trinidad is governed, and seems to be
governed well ; whereas, in Barbados, government, even
under the ablest and most conscientious of governors,
is hampered by the factious opposition of those who
have their own selfish and petty ends to serve.

Port of Spain is the seat of a Roman Catholic
archbishopric, and the present occupant, a Domi-
nican, is said to have worked a remarkable reforma-
tion in the profligate habits of his flock. He receives
a small salary from the State, which he applies to
pious purposes. Trinidad is nominally in the Anglican
diocese of Barbados, and the English clergy, instead
of looking on themselves as chaplains of Anglican
congregations, claim jurisdiction as the parish priests
of the different parishes. There is even some talk—
witness the manifesto of the Bishop of Barbados
in the Colonial Church Chronicle—of appointing an
Anglican Bishop of Trinidad. The English Church,
in fact, is doing, and for a long time has done, exactly
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TRANSPLANTED BUMBLEDOM., 139

what the Pope is doing, and did in England, when he
parcelled out the country amongst his schismatical
Bishops.  Protestants, however, never can, or never
will see the inconsistency of blowing hot and cold
with the same breath ; doing themselves what (and
justly) they condemn in others.

At evensong, in the English “Parish Church,” I
witnessed a characteristic piece of transplanted Bum-
bledom. The area of the building is filled up with
rented pews, which contained on an average less
than two persons apiece. The miserable seats placed
in the centre of the aisle were full, and the poor
people who would fain have worshipped Him Who
is no respecter of persons, were, with myself, forced
out into the tower, and even outside the door.
Having a decent black coat on my back, I was, of
course, insulted by the solicitations of an official, and
the offer of a seat in a pew, which, being unwilling to
incur an obligation to the “ owner” of that portion of
“God's” house, I declined. What wonder that the
ignorant, beholding the perpetration of such anti-
scriptural injustice, should join in the clamour for the
extinction of Archdeacons and other dignitaries of the
Church ?

The Roman Catholic Cathedral is a biggish
building with a fineish roof, and its situation is good,
and that is all that can be said. The barracks are
situated about a mile from the town : the situation is
low, close, and unhealthy, but they are approached by
a magnificent avenue of, if my memory serves me
right, a species of acacia, of which the trunks are beau-
tifully draped with moss and ferns. One great charm
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of Trinidad is that, baking hot though it be, there is
never any want of shade. Plains and mountains
alike abound with fine trees—the latter indeed
are still covered with primaval forests. During my
visit the splendid Bois Immortelle was in full flower,
lighting up the dark green forests with its cressets of
flame ; few more splendid trees exist, but, like many
other deciduous trees in the tropics, its flowers come
into bloom before it has put forth the new leaves.

The environs of Port of Spain are delightful, but
it is too hot to walk far by day, and it is difficult to
hire a tolerable horse. I did hire an intolerably bad
one on two or three occasions, and on the last, as the
newspapers have it, “ escaped with severe contusions,”
my animal having fallen down, as if shot, over a dog
which ran between its legs. One pleasant ride is to
St. Joseph'’s, now a village, but formerly, it is said, the
old Spanish capital. The scenery in the gorge of
the torrent behind the village is lovely. [he beautiful
cocoa-tree, so common in Dominica, is cultivated here
in profusion. The stream itself is clear as crystal,
and was vocal with frogs and washerwomen. These
last were washing their clothes without soap, using
instead the leaves of the Sapindus saponaria, which
speedily makes a fine lather. The language of the
country people is a very unfrenchified French patois.
Little steam seems to be employed on the sugar-
estates of Trinidad, and I was disappointed in the
cultivation, which is by no means so neat as that of
Barbados or St. Vincent. A’ considerable number of
East Indian coolies have been imported at the
public expense.
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I felt that I could grow fond of Trinidad, a
sensation I had never till then felt anywhere in the
West Indies, which, to be enjoyed, ought to be seen
before, and not after the glorious classic shores of the
Mediterranean.

On leaving Trinidad for St. Lucia and Barbados,
I spent a day at St. George's, the capital of Grenada.
The steamer coaled there, an operation which was
performed by a set of big, barbarous, black amazons,
horrible to look at and worse to listen to. Such big
negresses I never saw before. The town is a miser-
able, tuzible-down, sleepy place on a pretty harbour.
Vast tracts of country appear to be abandoned, and
are returning to a forest state. Before many years are
past and gone it may be conjectured that Grenada
will again be a beautiful wilderness.




CHAPTER XI
S7. VINCENT.

The Pitons of St. Lucia—Kingstown—The Clergy—Calliaqud—Coral
Marriaqua Valley—Sculptured Rocks of the Yamboo and Layou
Valleys — Colonarie — Charlotte Parish — The Carib Country—
Ascent of the Souffriere—Ancient Crater—Form of Government.

I STARTED from Barbados on August 17, expecting
to arrive the following day at St. Vincent, but, by the
non-arrival of the English mails, we were kept waiting
six days in the harbour of Castries, in St. Lucia. This
delay cnabled me to go ashore daily, in that sleepy
little village-capital, and to enjoy some charming rides
amidst the neighbouring mountains. The nights were
beautifully calm, and the air was illuminated by two
species of “candle-flies,” one of which was of great
size and brilliancy. At night the negro sailors sang
hymns with great fervour, if with little reverence, One
day three of them commenced an instrumental concert
with a banjo, tambourine, and concertina. The latter,
giving forth its sound in a most uncertain and fitful
manner, at length put its owner out of all patience.
Drawing his knife, he cut it open with a vigorous stroke,
when a perfect deluge of cockroaches fell out upon the
deck. Amidst the chaff of his mates, the face of “ the
enraged musician” was a sight to see. The intercolonial
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mail-packets are mostly manned by negro sailors, many
of them strong athletic fellows, but by no means over-
fond of hard work. It being at length determined to
start without the English mails, we weighed anchor on
the morning of the 24th, and coasting along as far as the
small town of Souffriere, which is beautifully situated
in a deep inlet at one extremity of the island, I had
a splendid view of the celebrated “ Pitons,” which are,
perhaps without any exception, the most striking
natural objects in the whole of the West Indies.

These two mountain masses, which are called
respectively the Gros and Petit Piton, though there
is a difference of but thirty feet between them, are
two enormous cones of rock rising abruptly from the
deep sea to the height, it is said, of more than 2,500
feet, The Gros Piton is covered with wood, and has
been ascended, while the Petit Piton displays more of
bare rock, and is reputed to be impracticable for the
foot of man. In four hours after leaving the Pitons,
we had crossed the strait, and were steaming along
the leeward coast of St. Vincent, under the noble
forms of the Souffriere, Grand Bonhomme, and other
volcanic peaks of the great central chain of Morne
Garou, At length rounding the lofty headland, which
is crowned by Fort Charlotte, we found ourselves in
the Bay of Kingstown, the capital town, and I was
able to go ashore.

Kingstown consists mainly of two parallel streets,
and a kind of esplanade, which faces the sea, and
boasts of a little wooden jetty. To the right is the
headland already mentioned, beautifully wooded, and
crowned by the fort and barracks; to the left, Sion
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Hill, another green headland of almost equal height,
and beyond the varied outline of the Island of Bequia,
the nearest of the Grenadines. Behind, green cane-
fields and provision grounds, dotted with estate-
houses, labourers’ dwellings, and fine trees, extend
upwards to a semicircle of mountains, of which the
highest is known as Mount St. Andrew’s. Like all
the other mountains of St. Vincent, except the
Souffriere, these are clothed to the summit with
dense forests. In the midst of Kingstown is a
market-place, shaded by fine bread-fruit and mango
trees, and overlooked by the ccurt-house and seat
of the Legislature. A little further on is the parish
church, which resembles a tea-chest with a pepper-
pot attached, and opposite the church an enormous
Methodist meeting-house, also like a tea-chest, but
without a pepper-pot. The seats in the “church”
are annually put up to auction, “according to law,”
in the court-house, and sold to the highest bidders!
This disgraceful transaction used to take place in the
church itself.

About a quarter of a mile from the town are the
remains of a fine botanical garden. This is now a
mere wilderness of magnificent nutmeg, clove, and
other choice trees, for the grant by which it was
supported has been withdrawn, and the garden itself
abandoned to ruin. The town contains between 5,000
and 6,000 inhabitants, amongst whom are a consider-
able number of immigrants from Madeira. There is
no book-shop, but two newspapers are published every
week. I noticed a couple of schooners in courss of
building under some silk-cotton trees upon the beach,
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CALLIAQUA. 145

sight, and the bay is enlivened by a constant succession of
quia, droghers and other small craft, from the windward
cane- coast and the nearest of the Grenadines.

fHeite: The first and last distinguishing quality of the

ttend ‘ inhabitants, as compared with the Bims, which struck
h the me, was their unbounded hospitality. During the
e all whole of my stay in the island I was continually

the 5 accepting or refusing invitations, being provided with
with riding-horses, and being passed on from one hospitable
fhkem house to another. The clergy are a completely dif-
lango 5 ferent race of beings to those of Barbados. The low,

Heat ¥ slow, and dry varieties which prevail in Barbados are
Jarish replaced by high Churchmen of extraordinary dili-
pper- gence and devotion to their sacred calling. Daily

mous : services, and often two daily scrvices, with three, and
, but ": even four, on Sundays, are the rule in St. Vincent,
fvch” ¢ while visitation of the sick and poor is carried on over
law,” miles and miles of wild mountains and coast-land. Yet
dersi| i the clergy are few in number, poorly paid, obstructed

hotlie by the local Government, bullied by the Methodists,
and seldom cheered by the visit of a Bishop.
i Three miles from Kingstown is the beautifully-

i situated village of Calliaqua, formerly a place of
S greater importance than it is at present. It stands
: o upon a small pellucid bay, bounded on the right by
itself i the island-rock on which stand the ruins of Fort
3 Duvernette. This volcanic rock is of a beau“iful
purplish-red colour, and is ascended by some 250
steps. The summit commands an exquisite view of
mountain, sea, and islands. The entrance to the Bay
of Calliaqud is obstructed by coral reefs, parts of
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146 ST. VINCENT.

continually brought ashore, for the purpose of being s el
burnt into lime, and fetches about ten shillings per i;lstru
boat-load. A heavy boat is anchored above the reef, Valle
and the masses of growing coral are detached and !
brought up by long iron instruments. The fresh coral
is of a tawny yellow colour, and comes up slimy and
smelling abominably. Sponges, corallines, and mag- die &
nificent sea-fans grow in immense profusion, and pre-
sent a beautiful spectacle as one peers down through : :11‘1])011
the pellucid water to the surface of the reef. ' B
A few miles’ ride over the hills from Calliaqua
brings one to the Marriaqua Valley. This is a vast
basin, varied with ridges, and interpenetrated by
deep ravines. Lofty peaked mountains rise on its
landward side, and to the seaward the Yamboo river
escapes through a romantic defile. The whole valley,
which is of circular shape, may possibly, at some
remote epoch, have been the crater of a vast volcano.
The Yamboo Valley, which extends between the
Marriaqua Valley and the sea, is of singular beauty.
A clear rushing river dashes down over rounded
boulders of volcanic rock, between tufts of white-
arrowed roseau reeds and green pastures, which are
again hemmed in by walls of perpendicular rock,
sometimes bare and sometimes draped with lianas, or
hidden by dense woods of grou-grou palms an- other
trees. In the midst of the pass stands a mysterious
sculptured stone of great but unknown antiquity, the
presumed work of the aboriginal Charaib inhabitants
of the island. The stone is a boulder of volcanic for-
mation, and of a purple-red colour. It isinscribed with
four heads, with strange head-dresses, one of which
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SCULPTURED STONES. 147

seing is mitre-shaped. Below one head is a trident-shaped
baper instrument or symbol. T afterwards saw in the Layou
reef, Valley, on the leeward coast, a stone sculptured in a
and similar style of art, and I heard of another in the
coral Island of Grenada. The Layou stone, which is of
7 and the same geological character, has its base planted in
mags the bed of a torrent, and the carvings are incised
| pre- upon the sloping face which turns towards the stream.
ough The principal subject is a human head within a
triangle, with a most singular oval ornament on
either side. These ovals severally present a kind of
St. Andrew’s Cross, with a circle below, the centres of
the circles, like the eyes of the face, rising in relief from
the edge of the incision, in a manner like that observ-
able in certain ancient Egyptian sculptures. To the
left of the face, in the triangle, and a little bel w it, is
a circular head ; and again below that another head
with a circular ornament of the same size with it
upon each side. At the top of the stone is another
subject, unfortunately much corroded by time: it
apparently represents a face, surrounded with trian-
gular and semicircular band-ornaments.

These monuments of a forgotten religion and a
doomed race deserve an amount of attention which
they have not received, and should be -carefully
drawn for comparison with the sculptured monuments
of the South American Continent. They may pos-
sibly be found to be older than any of the existing
Carib races. In the negro village near Layou, I
obtained several fine specimens of the stone chisels and
other implements, which are found in large numbers
in St. Vincent, and are known to the labouring popu-

iaqua
. vast
d by
on its
) river
-alley,
some
lcano.
n the
eauty.
unded
white-
ch are

rock,
1as, or
| other
erious
ty, the
sitants
iic for-
:d with

which



148 S7. VINCENT.

lation as ‘thunderbolts.” A curious superstition
about these objects is, that they come up to the
surface once in seven years to see the sun, and that
when found, unless carefully locked up, they will go
underground again.

Descending from the sculptured stone of Yamboo
to “Argyle,” an estate belonging to the Prince de
Polignac, I was taken the following day by his
hospitable attorney, Mr. D. Cowie, to that gentle-
man’s own estate of Colonarie, ten miles further on
the windward coast. The road runs along all the
way near the sea, sometimes cut in the face of lofty
bluffs formed of imperfectly hardened travertine, some-
times dipping down into deep valleys through which
mountain-streams find their way to the sea ; now cross-
ing short cattle-cropt pastures ./hich are quite a feature
of the island, and now running on a level with the sea-
beach, and separated only from the hlack, micaceous,
volcanic sand and roaring surf by a natural screen
of sea-grape trees, with their broad crimson-veined
leaves and bunches of purplish fruit, and of the so-
called almonds.

The estate-house of Colonarie stands high between
the sea and the mountain, of both of which it
commands a noble view. It is seldom inhabited.
My toilette next morning was considerably accele-
rated by the swarms of Jack-Spaniard wasps, which
had no less than thirteen pendent nests on the roof of
my bedroom alone, as well as innumerable others in
the verandas which s