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CHRISITANITY A UNIVERSAL
R RELIGION.

BY A. I. PEADODY.

Several reasons might be adduced which
g0 to prove that Christianity is designed and
adapted to become a Universal Religion.
Among others is ils adaption to all the
varieties of external situation in which man
can be placed. ’

. The fanciful systems of Greek and Roman
mythology could be embraced only by a na-
tion of painters, sculptors, and architeets,
The loathsome of’)jccts of Egypitian reverence
none but a resident of Egypt could worship.
The Ilindoo must live near enough to the
Ganges to wash in its purifying siream, orhe
lives and dies in ‘his sins. The worshipper
of the god who requires the slaughter of flocks
and herds can live only in a pastoral region ;
nor could a tribe of Nomades embrace a reli-
gion which demands the presentation of first-
fruits or frequent libations of wine and oil.
The Jewish religion commanded all its pro-
fessors to appear at the temple in Jerusalem
three times a year, and to maintain perpetual-
Iy the daily, weekly, and annual sacrifices;
and now that Jerusalem is deserled, that the
temple is lével with the ground, that the
daily oblation has ceased, there is not a man
living who, as fo religion, has a right {o call
himselfa Jew. Nor have the votaries of
these several systems ever professed to regard
them as of universal design or adaptation.
‘They lave not even atlributed anything like
a universal supremacy to their gods. The
Egyptian would not have ascribed a civil war
in“Italy to his pet crocodile; nor wonld the
Roman have supposed Jupiter much concern-
ed in a change of dynasty on the {hrone of
the Ptolemies. The Hindoo owns Jugger-
naut as his country’s and his own god; but
thinks that a more powerful deily, even his
tutelar divinity, gave to the Englishman his
Indian conquests. It is doubtiul whether
even the ancient Jews believed their God
Jehovah the only God, or whether they did
not rather regard him as the greatest of gods.
© But Christ revealed a God who protects
and govems, not this ot that nafion, but all
men,—a God of impartial, universal benevo-
lence,—a God, who is everywhere present,
and {o whom acceptable worship may rise
from every portion of the world. The simple
rites which the gospel enjoins demand no
eculiar soil or climate or state of society.
Vherever there is a well, fountain, or river,
there may the infant or the convert be initiat-
ed info the church of Christ. Wherever fellow-
disciples ean mcet for a social repast, there
may the Saviouwr’s dying love be com-
memorated. Christianity enjoins no expen-
sive or burdensome offering.  "Thesympathiz-
ing heart, and, where itcan be extended, the
liberal hand, are its only acceplable oblations.
It demands no pilgtimages, no pompous as-
semblies or ‘solitary fasts. Wherever the
Christian is, his God is with him, around him,
within -him. And whether by day or night,
in the closet or the market-place, in silence
or amid confusion, whenever and wherever
hie vwould offer praise or prayer, the supreme
Object of praise, {hie ITearer of prayer will ac~
cept and answer. . The gospel imposes no
fatigning and unprofitable round of éere-
monies. Every man, who is industrious and
faithful in his avocation, honest in his deal-
ings, ‘pure in his conversation, lives in the
constant observance of the Christian ritual.
It enjoins obedience 1o no difficult and com-
lex code of laws. Its great law of love;—

dove to God and man,—all can understand,

all ean Xeep,‘all must’kéep if they would be
happy. lis privileges, too, may be enjoyed
by all of every nation, in every place.  The
divine protection is extended over all. The
sun of God’s favour ‘may ‘enlighten every
mind. The influences of his Spirit may per-
vade and sanctifly every soul. The love of
Jesus may be shed abroad in every heart.
And wherever the Christian dies, whether
on sea or on land, whetlier bencath the, torrid
rays’‘of the tropicdl sun or on the ice-bound
shore of ‘the ‘Arelic ‘ocean, whether in the
bosom of his family or among strangérs, Clirist,
the resurrecfion-and the life, is waiting 1o
receive him to heaven. In fing, {he ritea of

Chlristianity may be observed, ifs duties dis-
charged, and its privileges enjoyed, where-
ever be the home, the sojourn, or the death-
bed of the believer.  And this characteristic
of our religion, as we have already observed,
is one of those circumstances which eminent-
Iy fit it to become a universal religion.

SECRET SINS.

Taking into view the insidious nature of
seeret sins, remembering how much Jess we
are protected against them, how fearful are
the consequences they bring in their train,
how plaily they are denounced by the
word of God, how important is it for us to
keep it constantly in onr remembrance, that
we are to watceh for them, i we would suard
against them. I we would keep our licavts
with diligenece, il we would “perfect holi-
ness,” g0 far as it is permitted us in this
trial state, we must do it. not in the fear of
man, but in the fear of God. J{ we would
truly judge ourselves that we may not be
judged, then must we make conscience the
vieegerent of the Most High within our
breasts, and Iear to look upon ourselves in
the same light that God himself looketh
upon us.  The question, ““ Is my sinopen or
seeret 277 will not be one that we shall fora
single moment entertain; but our simple
inquiry must be, “ Wherein do I transgress?
What duties to my neighbour, to fod, to my
own soul, have I omitted? What Taw of
God have I broken? What temper, fecling
or thought have I allowed to intfuence me,
that is inconsistent with the spivit of Churist
and the injunctions of the Gospel 22 I our.
hours of sober thought  we shall endeavor to
ascertain our real condition, and not satisly
ourselves with the inquiry, “Ilow are we in
the world’s esteem 772

Tf you would know the value and import-
auce of thus eommuning with your own
hearts, 1 wonld have you thiuk,wmy friends,in
how shorta time the estimation of the world
will be a matter of comparatively small im-
portance to any one of you. How little will
it avail any one of us in that solemn hour
when the soul i3 passing from its carthly
prebation to meet the award of the Judyge of
all the earth, how little will it avail that
we have been successful in hiding our sins
fromi the obzervation of the world.,  How
flimsy the veil will appear that has covered
up our moral deformity fromn the view of
those with whom we have sojourned during
the short pilgrimage of the present life, as
we 1efleet that the hour is at hand when
every secret shall be brought to light, every
hidden purpose made known to the saints
that dwell in the comts of heaven. At the
tribunal 1o which we shall all be summon-
ed, that judgment-scat of Christ before
whieh, as the Seripiures assure us, we mnust
all appear, it will not be the voices of our
fellow-men that will produce ourcondemna-
tion or our acqguiltal, but the voice of our
own conscience mnust testify whether we
have done good or evil.  The sound of hu-
man applause, however Joudly it may have
swelled our praise ere we passed the boun-
daries of time, will bring’no cheering conso-
lation 10 the soul that has been desolated by
secret sin, and must now depart from the
presence of the Lord. The remembrance
of it will be but @ hollow mockery of our
anguish of spirit.  If we have lived and
acted only that we may be seen of men,
verily we have had our reward.  Theman
who sins in seeret while he bears himself
before the world with an aif of seeming
goaduess, may think that he is successful in
imposing upon his felow-men ;° bat upon
whom 'dees he more cruelly impose than
upon himselfl 2 Who so cheated as his own
soil 2 Who shall suffer snch consequences
of his deception as he himself must endure ?
The whited sepulehre, beantiful to the out-
ward view but within filled with ¢ dead
men’s bones and all uneleanliness,” is but
a faint ‘emblem of his condition. Behold.
those “whited walls thirown down, and the.
corruption which they covered up all’
laid bire, and you see the condition of the
hiypoerite in the day when God ehall judge

the secrets ofanen’s hearts.

I repeat it then, my friends, think um
lightly ‘of sceret sius.  Be not satislied with
your spiritnal condition because the con-
demnation of thie world has not fallen upon
vou. I is on'y when your hearts do not
condemn you, that you have any just
grounds for confidence before God. ™ It is
only when your consciences are Iree, and
you can say in truth before Him who looketh
wpon the heart, that it has been your elfort to
live and act constuntly as in God’s presenee
and in reference to your aceounfableness to
him, that you have diligently scught the
paths of wisdom, that you have made Jesus
the great exemplar of your life, it is only
then that you may feel that you have doue
what you could "to {ullil the commands of
God and answer the ends of your being—
Rev. Jonathan Cole.

[From the Christian Citizen.)
THE RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS IN
HEAVEN.

The following passages are from a letter ad-
dressed to a friend of the wrnnzeriber, who, being
a few months since favored with the oceasgional
privilere of social interconrse with Dr. "Thomas
Dick, ventured 1o request from him his views on
# subject relative to which she felt a decp interest.
As a teit privilege was gained frow the venerat-
ed writer to extend its perusal, it is believed he
will not ennsider the use now made of these ex-
tracts, any compromise of epistolary confidence.

’ Avuros.

As to the question “ whether friends and
relatives recognize each other in Heaven,> it
would require « long dissertation instead of a
shurt letter to enter (ully info the subjeet. “ In
few words we might argue,ihat if the disciples
Peter, Jemes, and John recognized Moses and
Elijah, (whom they had never seen beforey)
on the Mount of Transfignaration,—it the
apostle Paul shall recognize his converts as
his crown of rejotcing in the day of the Lord
Jesus,~—and if our knowledge in heaven shall
not be diminished, but increased {o an inde-
finite extent, then we may rationally conclude
that the redeemed who knew and had inter-
course with cach other on earth, shall also
recognize each other in the heavenly world:
though the modus or manner in which they
will be enabled to form this recognition is be-
vond our power at present to deseribe. But
we need not doubt that it is within the powes
and intelligence of the Divine Being Lo con-

recollection of such Chiistian coninunion and
personal fellowship, as that they should be
deprived of the pleasure of vecounting to each
other # all the ways in which Jchovah led
them jn this wilderness.>®  The saints will,
we iy suppose, cany along with them to
the heavenly regions all the moral and intel-
lectual facullics they now possesss, and by
which they were united on carth: and we
cannot but suppose that when these faculties
are expanded and invigorated in the heaven-
Iy world, they will enjoy the satisfaction of
comparing their feebie and limited cfforts,
while in this sublunary region, with the ar-
dors of love which will glow in heaven, and
with the expansive range which the intetlee-
tnal powers will tuke in that state of perfect
vision and enjoyment.

The next =ource of argument on this sub-
jeet would be devived from the sacred
Seriptarcs.  In Matte xxvii. 522, it is stated
that ut the time of the Savieur’s reswrrec-
tion “the gcraves were opened, and many
bodies of the saiuts arose, and eame out of
their graves, and went into the holy eity,
and appeared unto many.””  Now it can
seareely be supposed that these saints will
be deprived of all remembrance that they
were distinguished from among the general
mass of mankind as the first trophies of the
Redeemer®s conguest over the gravey—or
that the fviends whomhey visited will never
again have an opportunity of exchanging
communications  with  thuse  who once
visite:l theny in so extruordinary & manner.
The same inference may be drawn from
sueh passages as the following: “In my
Father’s house are many mansions : 1 go o
prepare o place for youo And if T ao T will
comeagainand yeeeive you to myself,”” &e.
These and similar passages scem 1o imply
that Christ®s diseiples would be again anited
as parl of one great family.  For if he had
told them ihat they should never recognize
one another more, when they came to the
heavenly mausions, instead of comforting
their hearts, it would have filled them with
deep sorrow.

Matt. viti. 11— ¥auy shall come from
the east and from the west, and shall sit
dawn withe Absuham, lsane, and Jacob, in
the Kinzdom of heaven.”?  Will Abralhiam
net know Isaac or Jacob, or will those who
sit down with them not know that they are
associated with these venerable eharacters ?
It ean hardly be supposed: for we are told
by Luke, “Ye ghull see Abraham, Isaue,
and Jacob,? &e. The parable of the ricl

fer facualties and perceptions for this pur-
pose 3 and if such endowments are requisite
for our complete happiness in that state, we
need not doubt, froin a consideration of the
Divine benevolence, that they will actualiy
be furnished.

Were T {o enterparticularly on this subjeet,
T might first consider the presumptions res-
pecting it which reason suggests. T might
endeavor to trace the sentiments which have
prevailed in all ages and nations in reference
to this question. In looking beyond the
grave, all nations have connecled with that
state the expection of conscious and renewed
infercourse with their earthly companions,
Socrates delighted himself in the prospect of
conversing with Orpheuns, Muswzus, Hesiod,
and Homer.  Cicero exulted in an antieipat-
ed reunion with Cato amidst the assembly of
the great and good. The Gentoo widow
commits herself to the flames, that she may
be replaced with her hushand in the other
world ; and the mother n the Pacific Islands
moumnimg for her children, comforts hersell
with the belief, that after her own death, she
shall meet them again.  In such concurren-
cies of opinion among mankind we have a
presumption sugrested by the light of nature,
in support of the opinion that friends in a fu-
ture world recognize each other.

It surely must appear extremely probable,
that persons who have been trained on carth
in one common faith, and who have walked
in affection and wnity, -should not meet as
peerfeet strangers to cach other in the man-
sions of their common Father in the world a-
bove. Having pursued in harmony and love
the same path of daily obedience, and having
been instriumenial in instrueting, comforting,
and edifying each other on earth, it stively is
highly improhable that they should lose all

man and Lazarus appsars almost decisive
on this peint.  The rich man is represented
as recognizing both Abralimm and Lazarus,
as vecolleeting the cirenmstanees of his for-
met state, and Abrabmn appeals to theso
recollections,

1 Thessalonians iv. 13-18.—The oljeet of
this pussnge is to couvey comlort, 1o the
wminds of Christians who have lost pious
relatives, that they should not “sorrow
as those who have no hope”  Whatis the
“hope ? here intended 2 Undoubtedly the
hope of regaining and recognizing their
friends at the resurrection of the just.
4 Sam. xii. 22,230 ¢ shall go to him,
but Le shall not return to me.”” ~This may
he considered as an averment of David that
Ie was convineed he should rejoin and re-
cognize the child he had lost, in a future
world.  Many passages of Scripture seem
clearly to prove that at last, and paticularly
at the judgment-seat of Christ, a general
recognition will subsist between the Apostles
and preachers of the Gospel, and these who
attended on their ministrations ; and conse-
quently the saints of God who were ac-
guamted on earthy, will distinguish eacl
other'in the heavenly world.  But in order
to shew the full force of these and many
athier Seriptures as applying to the question
under consideration, a number of explana-
tions and reasonings in reference to them
would be requisite, which the limited com-
pass of aletter will not permit. :

May it be our happy lot to meet in that
glorions world ; 1o join the general assembly
and churelt of the first-horn,~Jesus the M-
dintor of the New Covenant, the innamera-
ble compuny of angels, and the spirits of
just men made perfeet, Co

Taoaras Dick.
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TIHE ADVANTAGES OF SICKNESS,

“The advantages of sickness !> whata
‘preposterous idea, says the bright young girl
as she bends over the page a face glowing
with health, and the cheerful aunimation
with which health decks the young. ¢ The
advantages of sickness! who ean have
chosen such a theme ? The very title is
enough forme ; I have no desire to read
more of it;*’ and she turns away with a mer-
ry laugh to something more in accordance
with her gay mood. DBut a day is coming,
bright being, when you may repeat again
those words, from a sincere heart, taught by
‘experience that there is meaning in them.
For the kind Father has ordained that to all
shall the hour of sickness come, and blessed
.are those whose hearts are ready to receive
its holy teachings.

To the Jews, sickness, with its hours of
agony and weakness, scemed o messenger
‘of punishment for sin, a sign of the anger of
‘God. But by the light of Christianity, we
see in sickness and sorrow the hand of a
kind parent who ‘¢ chastencth those whom
he loveth.” We know thatsometimes, with
the sinking and exhaustion of the frail body,
the soul is purified and gloriously elevated ;
that often the sick man seems surrounded
with a bhalo of light, and the frail being
lying there filled with a more than earthly
peace and joy-

Truly, often, too often, do we see in sick-
ness the stern luw of retribution, which
£QYSs to man, “ Asthou sowest, so shalt thon
reap,”>—when disregarding all the laws of
healthand temperance, he plunges into ex-
‘cesses which leave him with a worn-ont
frame to toss upon the bed of paijn. God’s
Jaws cannot be slighted with impunity. It
should be a duly to attend to the health of
the body, for it is closely conneeted with the
lealth of the goul. Butsickness cannot be
wholly guarded against. It sometimes vi-
sils every one, and sad indeed is it for him
who despises the lessons which it brings,
and whose soul is not mnade stonger by its
diseipline.

Even the most thoughtless must rise from
the bed of pain and exhaustion, with a more
vivid sense of the privilege of health. Some-~
thing like gratitude must fill the heart even
of him who has -through his former life. re-
ceived God’s gifts, unmindful of the source
from whence they came. e must feel, for
the time at least, that a more than mortal
hand has laid him on that couch of pain, a
more than morlal hand has raised him up.
Who that has ever passed many weeks of
sickness and exhaustion, can ever foraet the
joy of feeling well? Shutup in the dark-
ened room, each day the world seems to
grow narrower. We can hardly believe,
that it the street people are rushing to and
fro, intent on business or pleasure, goad ov
ill,—so still and quiet is that little spot to
which we are bound. No one who has not
bimself felt it can tell the joy that comes
with the return of strength. Each motion
Ybriugs pleasure. The consclousness of liv-
dng in health again, free to move about once
more in the open air, to revel in the sun-
shine, again to feel one’s limbs grow strong
and elastie, and the weight removed with
-which illhealth sooften cumbers the spirit
~-such a pleasure as this even the dullest,
the most callous heart must feel, And many
will then be ready, if not before, to look
upon sickness as a [riend, for having taught
them that, which, but for its teachings, they
‘might have been long regardless of, the great
‘blessing of health and sirength.

Iow often too, when sickness comes, do
we find with it a kindness and sympathy
which we have yearned for in health, but
which was hidden fromi us until sickness
called it forth! How universel is the sym-

athy for sickness, How it arouses,even in

1earts that are strangers to the invalid, a
glow of pily, and a desire to render to the
_sick one all possible assistance. How con-
stant arg the inquiries until the danger is
passed.  How oflen is it said, ““Idid know
that I had so many friends until I was
sick.”?

And what a tido of affection is poured out
“upon ns by the loved ones whose hearts are
.racked with anxiety because we are in
pain.  What touching pictures of self-for-
getfulness and devoted love does the sick
. chamber summon up; of a love never wea-
“ried with watehing ¢ the last star out *? by

the side of the suflerer, knowing no faligue
while danger is there. ~ Surely sickness isa

blessed revelation to us of tho affection
* which makes life 80 precious.

But more even than this can sickness do

for us, if our hearts are ready to receive itz

of the true spiritual Jife.

lossons; for it weighs ns in a balance, and
then can wesec n what are our spirits
wanting. In those quiet hours when weak~
ness and exhaustion have cramped and
bound every bodily energy, it holds up a
glass before our soul and we can see our-
selves as we really ave. In health we are
in the midst of business or pleasure, and a
thousand things continually absorb our at-
tention. We find but little time to look
within, and we are too apt to be deceived,

We have thought ourselves well schooled
in patience, perhaps; but we find, when the
trial comes, our paticnce soon exhausted.
We bhave heard of suflering borne without a
murmnr, of long years of languishing passed
in cheerfulness, and we have been so thrilled
with admiration, we have felt so deeply the
greatness of such fortitude that we have
carnestly determined that we too would be
girded and ready to bear, when our hour
should come: and we find ourselves broken
down, our energy and choerfulness gone,
after a few days only of suffering. We
have seen repining too in sickness. We
have heard the sick one murmuring that
God should make his lot so hard, that he was
deprived of the free air, when so many
around him were rejoicing in it, in health
and strength ; and this too, when surround-
ed with comforts ; and we have hoped and
prayed that our faith would be stronger
than his ; and now we find owr faith too fail-
ing us. A few days of sickness have shewn
us mneh yet to do, where wo thought much
already accomplished- It has shewn
the spirit to be weak as well as the body.
Shall we not be thank{ul for this knowledge
of virselves, which this dread sickness has
brought us?

Is not sickness too often made an excuse
for indulging ourselves in our faults and
weaknesses? How often it is said in the
presence of children, ¢ Yon must not mind
if he is cross to-day, for he is sick.?’ Would
it not be better to teach a child that ke is
always to use self-control 2—to teach himas
he goes on in life, that the frial of sickness
is sent by an All-kind Father, not to annoy
him, but to be borne patiently and thought~
folly and willingly, and that by its means
his charaeter may be strengthened and im-
proved.

We must all prefer health to sickness,
We may look back upon sickness as upon
a {riend who may have done us much good,
and we may not regret that we have gone
through the experience of those days and
hours of pain; but we must natwally laok
forward to it with dread. None can desire
to lose the vigor and strength of health. - No
one can part with it withont sadness. . But
God sends it in kindness and because He
loves us. He sends it because He wonld
shew us at last that He has made s in I1is
own likeness. Because by it he would lead
us tothe “ green pastures and still waters
¢. e would have us
feel that though health and strength are

gone, and every avenuc to earthly pleasure
shut up, yet that none of these things are
essential to the spirit®s life.

We are to be

independent of all these. Ile would have

us fecl that we are to live in the body, and
yet out of it, and above it.
pains and pleasures belong to the body, and
that is soon to be laid aside ; but that higher
life still goes on into eternity, and here on
earth must have its beginning.

For all these

This carthly life may be filled with pain

and sorrow, as 1o some among vs itis; and
terrible to many a one would be the rising
of the sun that brought but a new day of
suffering, if it were not for that blessed ex-

ample of himwho bore his sufferings so glo-

riously; who knew not where to lay his
head, and yet was so peaceful ; who said to
his friends, when the hour of mortal agony
was drawing near, < In the world ye shall
have tribulation, but be of geod cheer, I

have overcome the world.”?
Iealth and prosperity seem so essential
to us when we are in possession of them, and
it is so difficult then to feel that they are
transitory, should we not find ourselves too
much absorbed in the business and plea~
sures of morlal life, too thoughtless of the
life beyond, if sickness did not come with
its solemn warning, to tell us that life is
more than the enjoying of this world?
¢ Is pain an evil ? yet large spirits have
made it the platform for the development of
the greatest virtue ;> and though it must
ever be dreaded, shall we not receive
it when it comes, willingly, because it is
God-sent, and meckly take to our hearts the
teachings and warnings it brings with it?
striving to say, in the spirit of those beauti-
fnl lines, .

“ My God, 1 thank thee ; may no thought

Trer deem thy chastemment severe
But may tns henart, by sorrow taught,
Calm cach wild wish, each idle fear.”

And if, through it, onr spirits are strengthen-

blessing 1—Religious Alugazine, o

ed, and elevated, and weaned from earthli-
ness, shall we not call it a friend and a

Norice—Subsribers to the Binrr CHRISTIAN in
Great Britain and Ireland will please forward
“the amount of thier subsriptions to the Rev.
David DMlagennis, Mount Pottingery Delfast,
Irelana.

MONTREAL, JANUARY, 1817.

PEACE BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN
AND THE UNITED STATES.

[To many of our readers the Jangungo of this article, and
the two others which follow it, will not be entircly now.
They nroextracts from a Sermon preached on the morning
and evening of the first Sunday of the New Year, in the
Unitarian chureh of this city. The aim of the disecourso
wag to review severn] of tho more prominent eveuts of
God's Providence during the past yout, to deduce profitable
lessons therofrom, nnd to show bow a beneficent Doity
ordercth all things in wisdom and Jove.]

This time last yeur, in this city, through-
out this country, over the most important
portion of this eontinent, and in the parent
land across the Atlantic, men all talked of
war,—of a possible war,—of a probable war,
—in which the people of Britain and the
United States were to be involved. The
constituted authorities amongst us were
construeting militia lists, our newspaper
columns, and placards on the cerners of our
streets, invited able-bodied men to join bat-
talions, industrious citizens were looking
out for military uniforms, and seeking
swords to hang by their sides. On the other
side of the frontier the men in power as-
sumed a threatening aspect, tulked of un-
doubted rights, when their alleged rights, in
their entire extent, were extremely doubt-
ful ; whilst men out of pawer, but mighty in
the fulness of their moral force, reproved
theiv rulers, and warned them against pro-
voking war. From the other side of the
Atlantic came offers of peaceful eompro-
mise, which failed to satisfy. Acecredited
ministers negociated, but in vain. The po-
lical horizon was darkenel. The black
cloud of impending war flung its gloomy
shado ' across two countries of kindred
bloods
Thus it was a year ago. But since that
time the cloud has passed away. Peance
has been established during the past year.
This, then, is an event worth reflecting
upon. That we have escaped the desola-
ting curse of war, should surely be a matter
of devout gratitude. In connection with
this topic—the lately-apprehended war be-
tween Great Britain and the United States
—two or three considerations present them-
selves. [First, with regard to the cause of
the apprehension. An immense tract of
country of no immediate use to either, lay
between the acknowledged and oecupied
possessions of the two nations. One claim-
ed it in part, the other claimed it in full.
It was simply a question of disputed boun-

dary. And many thought that it could not
be settled without an appeal to arms.  This
was the cause of the apprehension. Now

let meask, in the next place, should it have
been a sufficient cause between two such
countries 2 Both nations consider themselves
enlightened, wise, and fully alive to their
own interests, Both profess the religion of
Jesus Christ.  Between two such enlighten-
cd countries, then, I ask again, should such
a cause have been sufficient to make men
think of war, talk of war, and prepare for
war? Clearly not. War underiaken under
such circumstances would have been an open
folly and a flagrant sin. In view of their
temporal interests, we could convict them of
the first, In view of the laws of the Gospel,
we could conviet them of the second, Great
Britain and America have each an active,
enterprising, and industrious population, one
nation is the parent, the other is the child,
and they ave worthy of each other in the posi-
tion they hold among the countrics of the
carth. They are engaged in an extensive
and mutually profitable commerce. Now
‘consider the eflects of war upon communities
such as theirs, it would come upon them

h—— )
like the earthquake upon the smiling and
cultivated plain. It would unsetile and dis-
turb the face of society. Men’s minds would
be distracted from their usual ‘avocations.
The family circle would be invaded and the
strong hands called forth to fight. The arti-
san would leave his hammer for a firelock.
The operative would be summoned from the
noise of the factory to the clamour of the
camp. The merchant and the manufacturer,
instead of having their minds exercised with
the ordinary business of the counting-house,
would be harrassed with pressing anxieties
for their country and their all. - The national
resources, strengthened and improved by the
season of industrious peace, would be weak-
ened and squandered. The noble ships which
sail from shore to shore with well-filled holds
and well-throrged cabins, could no longer
pursue their way with safety on the waters.
The deep-mouthed cannon would lie in wait
for them on the ocean, and these agents of
prosperity and friendly intercourse wounld be
menaced or destroyed. Now, wonld the ad-
vantages {0 be derived from the possession
of a tract of unoccupied territory, which nei-
ther party required, be sufficient to compen-
sate for the inconvenience of the loss here
set forth? Surely not. Would it not be open
folly, then, to incur so much loss for the sake
of a portion of gain, in itself, at present, al-
most imaginary ?

But we have said that in such a case
we could conviet them likewise of sin
by the laws of the Gospel. It may be
evident [ think to every reflecling mind that
had the Christian code of morals been tho-
roughly imbibed and duly appreciated in
both countries, no such apprehensions of war
could have existed. I need not remind you
of the disinterested and peaceful requisitions
of Christ. ¢ Peace on earth and good will to-
wards men *> was the song of the angelic
choir which ushered the birth of the Chris~
tian’s Lord into the world-  And peace, for-
bearanee, and disinterested love, were the
burden of his teaching from his first appear-
ance on the Mount of Beatitudes to his last
appearance on the Mount of Calvary. To
impress mankind with the grand idea of God as
a beneficent and impartial Fathers—to unfold
the animating doctrine of the universal bro-
therhood of man, was a leading aim of the
mission of Jesus. In giving prominence to
the passive, peaceful, and benevolent virtues,
and leading men to look to God as the loving
Parent of all, he IJaid the foundation ot a sys-
tem at complete variance with all warfaring
and strife. And in this he gave evidence of
his divine wisdom. For it is from the angry
passions of man that his greatest unhappi-
ness comes. Jesus taught men to submit to
anything and everything rather than give
these passions scope.  Smitten on the right
cheek, they should turn to the smiter the
left, ruther than indulge in revenge. Strip-
ped of the coat, they should give the cloak
likewise, rather than reciprocate such acts of
aggression and plunder. Compelled to travel
one mile, they should go twain, rather than
yield to sullenness, ill nature, or the quarrel-
some spirit. So it should be with individuals
who profess Christianity. And so it should
be with nations likewise, for nations ave but
individuals in the mass. Now if these prin-
ciples had pervaded the countries in question,
should there have been any anxiety or un-
casiness about a war? I cannot see how
there should. The professed religion of both
Great Britain and the United Stales is that of
Cluist. To violate or contravene the laws
of his Gospel is conlessedly sinful. To have
engaged, then, in such a war, would have
been a sin as well as a folly.

But some may ask, Are we to overlook na-
tional greatness and national honor? X
answer that we are to overlook and avoeid
everything that would conflict with Christi-
anity. Dt what constitutes national great-
ness? What is national honour? Are we
to understand hy the former ihe extension of
territory?  Is a nalion to be accounted great
in proportion o the number of square milesit
can reckon as its own? Are we to under-
stand by the Tatter the fecling which prompls
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us o resent every real or supposed wrong?
Is a nation’s hanour te be upheld by showing
its superiority in physical force and the
ower of destroying its enemies? No re-
}lecting mind has any answer for these ques-
tions but one. A nation’s greatness and ho-
nour do not depend on these things. A na-
tion’s real greatness, and true honour, are to
be found in the intelligence and virtue of its
people, in their industry and honourable en-
terprise, in their progress in the useful and
ornamental arts and those sciences which
expand and exalt the mind, and in their re~
spect for that religion which imparis to the
whole, ornament, dignity, and grace. Hence
the evidences of a nation’s greatness are not
to be seen in the extent of its teritary, the
strength of its armies, or the number of its
forts and arsenals, We are to judge of ils
greatness by its merchant seaports, its busy
factories, its well cultivated fields, its halls of
science, its seminaries of learning, and its
Christian temples frequented by sincere, re-
verent, and enlightened worshippers. The
evidenee of a nation’s honour is not fo be
seen in its jealous sensibility, or in its swift-
ness to resent its wrongs. We are to judge
of its honour by its serupulons integrity in
giving every man his due, and by its sacred
sense of justice, which holds the balance
equally between the poor and the rich,
and which throws the shield of protection
over the cottage of the peasant as well as
over the palace of the prince. National ho-
nour, in the common aceeptation of the term,
isan ignus fuluus,—a glhitering nothing ;—
shining in the woral darkness of the world,
misleading nations into war, with all its at-
tendant calamities and erimes,

In the case under consideration, we have
seen that the cause of the apprehension
should not have been sufficient to create any
anxiety, if the principles of Christianity had
been properly apprehended and appreciated.
And here we may enquire, Should any cause
be suflicient to drive two couniries such as
Great Britain and the United States into war?
I cannof think se. If ever these nations go
to war, there must be a tremendous shame,
and a terrible sin somewhere, All war is
useless. It is the barbarous remnant of a
barbarous age. 1f myself and my neighbour
cannot agree upon a question of property,
that is no good veason why I should shoot
him, or he shoot me, that the surviver might
decide the matter according to his own way.
If we cannot scltle the question amicably
ourselves, or by the aid and advice of [riends,
‘there are tribunals of law and equity to which
we refer it, and to whose, decision we. yield.
Now as I have already said, nations are but
individuals in the 'mass, and all their dis-
putes, whether of property or of policy, might
and should be settled in a similar way. Law
and equity might and should take the place of
the bayonet and the cannon ball.  Wise and
thoughtful men, guided by established rules
and right principles, sbould be the arbiters in
such matters, not heated and passionate mul-
titudes drilled to the use of deadly weapons.
Moral means should be resorted to in such
cases, not mere physical force. Christianity
should rule and be respected, not a mere bar-
barous custom.

In the case before 1s the calamity of war
has been averled. The threatening cloud
has been swept away, and the sun of peace
still shines upon us. Tn this event of the
past year we have abundani reason for gratula-
tion and thankfulness. If this had not taken
place, we might have been now deploring an
interrupted commerce, or mourning the ab-
sence or untimely fate of acquaintances or
friends. We should rejoice, moreover, not
merely on our own account, and that of the
country with which we are connected, but
because of the evidence which such an event
affords of the growing sentiment in favor of
permanent and universal peace. In both
Great Britain and America this sentiment is
gaining ground. During the past year many
u friendly message was passed between the
two countries deprecating all war, and in-
viting mutual efforts to secure constant peace.
Boston in the old world exchanged messages
with Bostan in the new. Worcester with
Worcester. Plymouth with Plymouth. Var-
ious Sunday schools on either side of the
Atlantic exchanged similar messages, and
bodies of Christian ministers also received
and sent, the like olive branches. Thus, not
only has the cloud been dispersed, but it has
left the sun of peace shining more securcly
than before.

TIE NEW PLANET.

But the events of God’s Providence, as
they have been disclosed to our view duwring
the past year, have, of course, been various
in their cgmmcter. ‘We have already glanced
at some maiters connecled with the policy
of nations and the proceedings of religionists.
We shall now pass to a distinet and differ-
ent topic, and notice it briefly. It could not
be overlooked in a review like the present.
I allude 10 an important discovery of the
past year—the discovery of a new planet.

'

Hitherto we had supposed that our solar
system was bounded by the orbit of the
planet Uranus. But scicuce has cast ler
far reaching eye deeper into the depths of
space, and found another travelling orb lying
far beyond. This discovery extends the
limits of our solar system to four times its
former dimensious. Suys Dr. Chalmers in his
astronomieal discourses, “The planctary sys
tem has its boundary; but space has none.”
This is true. But who can undertake de-
finitely to fix the boundary of the planetary
system ? Until about half a century since
the world knew but siz primary planets.
Now it has {welve—I should rather say
thirteen, for besides the discovery of the
large planet, another small one has recently
been brought to light.—It iz a Iittle more
than half & century (in 1781) since Uranus
was discovered by Herschel. This addition
made seven primary planets in our system.
The remaining siz have all been bronght to
lisht within the present century,—that
which now fuorms the boundary, lying at
three tiines the distance of Uranus from the
suny being the discovery of the past year.
The distance of Uranus from the centre of
the system is ealenlated at cightecen hundred
millions of miles.  The distance of the new-
ly discovered planctary orb from the sun,
wust, therefore, be five thousand four hundred
millions of miles. The vevelation here
made is immense. The contemplation
thereof, overwhelmmng.

Of al} the plysical sciences astronomy is
the grandest.  As we stand beneath the
shining concave of a noctwrnal sky and
raise our eyes to the ten thousand stary
points which streamy their light npon the
earth, and reflect the while, that every one
of these may be a world as Jarge or larger
than our own, traversing through space in
obedience to the same law which gnides
owr own, and filled like our own with mil-
lions of wtelligent inhabitants, does not the
mind bow and sink beneath the overpower-
ing weight of the conception?  Every age,
Iam aware, is prone to vaunt itselfon s
seientific achievements, but 1 think we are
amply justificd by facts when we speak of
the rapid strides of astronomical scicnee in
the present age.  Malf a century since, the
powerful telescope of Herschel aceomplish-
ed wonders. Lt penetrated the depths of ne-
bulous maszes and brought forth clusters of
stars.  Other nebule it ceuld not vesolve, and
at that time the great astronomer himsell
pronounced some of these abselutely un-
resolvable.  But how vain are such judg-
ments ! The present age has proved their
vanity.  When the leviathan instrument of
Lord Rosse was directed to certainof. those
nebule, before its resolving power they
“ burst into stars.?® - Thus it Is thut assiduous
aud persevering seience extends her sway,
and reaches deeper and deeper into the in-
finite and unknown.

Discoveries of this character nalurally
prompt the question—where shall these
cease 7 And who shall attempt to answer
such a question? TBorrowing the language
of an eloquent living writer,* we may ask.
¢ Who shall assign a limit to the discoveries
of future ages?  Who can prescribe to science
her boundaries, or restrain the active and in-
satiable curiosily of man within the circle of
his present acquiremenis? We may guess
with plausibility, what we cannol anlicipate
with confidence. The day may yet he com-
ing when our instruments of observation shall
be inconceivably more powerful *+ *+ ~ *
They may lay open to us the unquestionable

vestiges of art, and industry, and intelligence,
in those countless worlds which we see float-
ing in space around us. We may see sum-
mer throwing its green mantle over these

naked and colorless after the flush of vegeta-
tion has disappeared,

cultivation spreading a new aspect over some
porlion of a planetary surface. Perhaps
some large city, the metropolis of & mighty
empire may expand into a visible spot by
the powers of some future telescope.”>—These
are bold surmises.— But who shall say they
are not justiftable? None would venture to
pronounce dogmatically against them who
has paid any attention to the progress ol
science. Stupendous and magnificent is the
universe of God. And every [resh discovery
which brings to view more worlds and sys-
tems, constrains the pious and contemplative
mind 1o a yet profounder reverence for Him
whose power created all, and whose wisdom
controls all.

* Dr. Chalmors,

CLOSING EXTRACT.

I cannot close these somewhat lengthened
remarks without reminding you, that there is
another world much nearer to you all, and
much more imporlant to you all, than the out-
ward universe. I mean the world within
you—the world of your own souls. What

have you gained there during the past year?

What progress have you made in true and
vital holiness ?  Remember that the soul is
destined to outlive the policy, the disputes,
and the physical calamities of nations, and all
carthly alliances, be they ever so extensive,
for evil or for good. Remember that it will
survive when the planets and “the stas
shall fade away, and the sun himsell grow
dim with age.”® And remember, too, that

here it is in training for its portion throughout
the interminable future which ties before it.
What a solemn monition is conveyed in this
thought! I cannot review your souls’ pro-
gress during the year that is past. I canonly
review my own, The task Is strictly a personal
one. God alone can know whether we do
it honestly.  Dut it isan imporlant worlk, and
I recommend you to perform it. Ponder
thoughtfully on the past, act with a sincere
and single eye to duty in the present, and
resolve righteously for the fulure. And
piously invoke on every thought, and act,and
resolution the blessing of ITim who alone can
build you up in every good word and work.
With such a discipline, year after year will
roll over your heads to find you growing in
grace and goodness, and as the ontward uni-
verse is reflected in the serenity of pious
souls, you will perceive, indeed, that the Lord
crowneth the year with Joving kindness and
ordereth every event in wisdom and in love.

MINISTRY AT LARGE IN BIRMING-
HAM, ENGLAND.
(From the Doston Manthly Mlagazine.)

We have lately read with great pleasure the
second aunual report of Rev.J.G. Brooks, Minister
at large in Birmingham. The report is replete
with the tokens of the sonnd judgment, good
feelings, natiring industry of Mr. Brooks, and in-
dieates most clearly that in lis appointient onr
friends of the Unitarinn faith in that ety have laid
our wlwole denomination, if not the world, under
new oblications. We may well rejoice that so
excellenta fellow-labower is added to the distin-
guished corps of ministers at larae in Great Bri-
tain. We know, hoth throngh the repors of
enlightened Americans, and still better from the
adutission of intelligent Englislmen of the Bstab-
lished Church, that liberal Christianity is no-
where prodl!cing hettey, greater, or MOre gencr-
ally acknowledged results than in the ministers
of this class in London, Liverpool, Manchester,
&e, Who does not feel thankful that Birming-
i hag entered into the rase with her sister
cities?  Who will not ofler nu eawnest prayer for
her and their equal and continued success? We
should be happy to quote very fully front Mr.
Brooks's report. The plan pursued in his mi-
nistry is that familiar witll our ministers at Iavge,
embracing a Sunday-seliool and chapel servicee,
sewing aud evening schools, reading-rooms and
Yibreries, leatures and socinl gatherings,  ‘There
is but one opinion in regard to the expediency
and efficiency of these ngencies for onr own large
towns and cities ; but let it be remembered that
our brethren abroad are maintuining such things
in the land of Oliver "Pwist and Little Nell, and
who can question for & moment the cflects of the
enterprise 7

We must content ourselves at this time with
a single extract from the Report in question, 1t
shall be upon a point of great interest aned impor-
tance, to which na little attention has been ealled
by the press of our own country, and upon which
no paing should be spared in goarding against
every tendeney to prevension ov abuse. We
mean * the Ragred Schools”  We have leen

mighty fracts, and we may sece them left

In the progress of
years or centuries, we may trace the hand of

told of the establishment of one in Boston ; bat

Dr. Tuckerman waintnined this  prineiple
throush the whole of his ministry.  All his cond-
jutors or suceessors in this conntry and Great Bri-
tain, we are glad to say, have virtually coincided
with him,  We are confident that, with Mr.
Brooks, they may wrace no small portion of their
suceess Lo this single but all-itmportant feature of
the Ministry at Large.
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@ gvery test cannected with the "I'rinitarinn controversy
on both sides of the question, i+ noticed i this volumo.
Phe bouk is divided intotwao paris, ‘Fhc tisst of these con-
taius * the Seripture evidence of Unitarinninn ;* thesecond
sthe alleged Seripture evidenee for Priviturinnism,  To
the tirst port, besldes quoting the teats as they appear in the
anthorised version, Mr. Witsos tumizhes us, in muuy enses,
with nvariety of ronderings, by seholurs of ackuowledged
prrinenee 3 atd thronghout the whole he proseats s with
5 of, furethle sl pertinent remneks of his own.  In
ceand part, he not nuly_ s5 the (‘ulllr(n'x'rlv'_tl toxts i
fudl, but nl=o gives *illustrative texts® to throw light on tho
meaning ot the prowinent ieoms which appear in them,”'—
Bogton Christien Fiwmines

PTiy Coxcrssions oF TrINtTARtaNs ; being
a Selection of Extracts fromn the most emi-
nent Biblical Critics and Comnentators.
By John Wilson.

SCWe ennnot conevive g ‘rinitarian looking this bank in
the fce. without ndecided =inking of the beart,—without,
u sense of tho ground, which he had tahen 1o be so gmlid
shrinking from under him,—without the involintary ejncus
Intion  “Save mo from my friends!* Por here are six
hupdred pages of refutation of Trinitarinnism, by Trini-
tarinns thenwelves, dmwa from over two hundred eminent
writers of tind denominntion.  Tnother words, it is n volume
of estracts from eolehrated orthedox writers of al) nges of
the ehreh, in which they bave lnvegiven Umtarian expo-
sitioms of Prinitarian prouliteats. Awd it appenrs, from ex-
wining the work—avhat, indeed, hus ofteu heen loosely
wsmerted~—thut there isnatone out of il the pussages in the
Biblebrought forwnnl in support of the dectrine of the P'ri-
nity, which, by ont orinare ‘Crinitnrine writers, lgn_s nntl.uc'u
wiven up 1o theif apponems, is edmitting or requiring o Unis
tarinn terpictation.  Here, tl:cml‘qru, we hnve »operfeet
artnoury of wenpons for the destruction of 1he Great Error,
furmishid by the believers and defeudors of' the error thems
selves” .

Hrstoric AND ArrisTic ILLUSTRATIONS OF
rir Trnery; showing the Rise, Progress,
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tory Engravings. By the Rev. ). I Beard,
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trust, for the credit of our city, thatit is not o,
We are sure that hopes are entertained, if steps
are not already taken, in many places, for the
opening of such scheols; and we beg every one
to listen to DMr. Brooks before proceeding any
further in a course thut does wot appear to be
founded in reason, justice, or humanity.

« T might multiply instances ; but these are
suflicient to show our great difficulties and the
importance of these schools in such localities.
Still I most strongly object to their receiving the
degrading nante of ¢ Ragged,’ though this is now
becoming so fashionable. Drand these chtldren
as Puarinhs, aceustom them to the name, and the
great danger is, that as such they will always be
content to renmin. They arc too low alrendy,
and we ought not to multiply difficulties in the
way of their self-elevation, If we _do eur duty
to them, the children will improve and become
fitting objects of our Christian sympathy and aid.

“We must, as far as possible, bring them in
contact with higher classes than their own, ac-
custom them to more improving influence, and
thus destroy the isolated feelings and habits
which mark them as a separate and despised
caste. When this is done, the character of the
school is changed, and consequently the name
becomes a degrading mishomer.

“ Daring my visit to London, last Aprit, T paid
a visit to one of the Rngged Schools, and there
the nbove thoughts were deeply hmpressed on my
mind. I was surprised to find the police in at-
tendance to preserve order among the pupils;
thus giving the slrongest assurance that the
teachers felt little or no confidence in their scho-
lars ; but little love and no respeet.  How is it
possible that love can exist without confidence
on both sides? Aund how is it to b: expected
that moral power, the true element of success, in
these and all other schools, shiould exert its true
influence when allied in such close union with the
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constable’s stafl'l 1could not help contrasting
the singular disorder and want of respect, with
our own orderly and busy schools.”
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JUSTIFICATION BY FAITHL

BY THE REV, WM. WARE.

In his Epistles, Paul treats at large of the
faith that justifies, or of justification by faith,
as being the cardinal doctrine of the gaspel.
Such we believe it to be.

The doctrine which it is his purpose to ex-~
hibit and to enforce on the Roman converts
was one which stood opposed, not to good
works or holiness, but io the Jewish idea of
being saved by the law of Moses,—by a care-
{ful observance of the rites, sacrifices, and mi-
nutest ceremonial of that law, denominated
the works of the law. That was no Chris-
tianity, Paul contends, but mere Judaism.
The Christian is saved or justified, he con-
tends, not by such works or observances, hut
by faith,—a faith, ws all his Epistles show,
not which is a mere batren act of the mind
supernatnrally originated, but one that (in
the only way possible) shows itself to be
faith by its fruits, The Jew was, under
Moses, justified by works ; yet even he was
not justified by works of the law alone. The
Jewish religion was a system of morality, as
well as of forms. To all his observance of
the ritual, he must superadd virtue, or it was
all as nothing. This everywhere appears in
the Old Testament, and especially in our
Y.ord’s discourses with his countrymen in the
New. But to him the works or abservances
of the law were absolutely indispensable;
he could noty as a Jew, be justified before
'God, except he was faithlul to the whole law,
—to the moral law indeed, but equally so to
the Levitical.

" Christianity superseded the Iaw of Moses.
The ceremonial law was now dead. It was
now under Christ faith simply, without rites.
There was under Judajsm faith in God, in his
pravidence, in his word, in the future world,
~—but there were the works of the law also,
alike imperative. Now, under Chrisl, there
was faith, but none of those works; there
was faith, as before, in God, his providence,
his word, the future life, and in Jesus also,
as the accredited messenger of God, and in
the new forms of truth which he delivered.
Justufication, or salvation, now, under Christ,
must come of this faith alone, without the
works of the old law,—faith, I say, without
those works ; not without works of obedience,
for then it were no longer faith at all, but
without the works of the Jewish law.
" This principle of fuith in Christ, 1o the ex-
clusion of all reliance on the observances of
the Jewish law, Paul maintains to be the
great principle of Christianity, as under the
old law it was faith, and lhe works of the law
also. - Such we believe {o. be the great doc-
trine or fundamental truth or most compre~
hensive way of stating the Gospel.  Justifi-
cation, or salvation, by fuithy—justification or
safvation by belief in God and Christ, and acl~
ing and living accordingly,—this we belicve
to be the sum of Christianity,—this, the
Christian doctrine of justification by faith. It
is the great natural principle of, as we may
say, all good religion,—there ean be no re-
ligion without this. Ii is all good religion
with it. It was the religion of Abraham, and
saved him. Abraham believed God, and it
was counted to him for righteousness; it
could not be otherwise. He stood justified by
his faith. But what was the faith? It was
faith which was an acfuating principle of
conduct, or real belief,  He beligved God, and
the consequence was, that in obedience to
the command of God he was ready to offer
up hig son Isaac. It washelieving and doing,
both in one, and he was accepted. And so
everywhere, and in all times and places, he
who first believes that God is, and requires a
cerfain obedience, and gives it, is justified.
Nothing else can be essential,—neither form,
nor rite, nor other doctrine. Such faith is it-
self a complete and necessary justification. If
he believed in God, and that he requires a
cerfain obedience, and did not give it, such
faith surely could never justify andsave. Tt
would be just as if he did not believe at all.
It would be a faith without works of the
moral Yaw, belief, that is, without believing,
and would be unavailing, or rather a damn-
ing, faith 3 it would be believing a truth and
living a lic.
 'To illustrate this point. T believe, for ex-
ample, that industry will save me from po-
veriy, This is my faith. Ne matter what
it is raises that belief in me, whether it come
of instinct, or authority, or observation of life,
it is enough that I believe that industry will
save me from poverty. For if Y am govern-
cd by that heﬁef, if 1 act, that is, according
to my belief, I am saved, or justified. [f1
did not act according to my faith, if T did not
wwork, of course there would be "no salvation :
I should remain as poor as ever. Faith with-
out works is dead. It can save neither body
nor soul, neither in this world nor in the
world to come.  But faith that is followed or
accompanied by works not only saves; itisa
nrcEssary principle of salvation ; it cannot
help saving you; no room remains for the
operation of any other principle or doctrine.
Such a doclrine as that of the Atonement
tas commonly promulgated] cannot exist.

.

saving principle.

quent upon the faith, is clear from this, that

self-contradictory one.
ample, being in imminent danger of death,
yet earnestly desiring life, that a certain me-
dicine will save my life. ~ Bat is this belief,
if I do not take the medicine? We can
hardly separate the idea of acting {rom that
of beliving. Can it be said that I believe in
the power of the compass (o guide me over

night and storm, and give me safe deliver-
ance, if I did not steer my vessel as it points,
but according to my own will or conjecture ?
But if I obey it, am I not, of necessity as it
were, saved ?

Such as this yrinciple of faith is, in {hese
several instances, is it in religion. If [ be-
lieve in God and Christ, and act accordingly,
—or believe them also, believe what they
say,—my faith will justify or save me. I
shall be held as just or right in wliat T have
done. And here, as in the other instances,
we cannot separate the idea of action from
that of believing. Tt is a mere idle proposi-
tion to say I believe in God, or Churist, and
do not act accordingly, do none of those
things which I believe 'to be enjoined as es-
sential; just as it would be to say, 1 believe
that a dranght of water will save iy life, and
yet not drink the water. My refusing o
drinic the water, would show I did nof be-
lieve, whatever I might say; and the Chris-
tian asserting his faith, but refusing the obe-
dience of the Gospel, shows e does not be-
licve, whatever he may say, and that his
faith canuot justify or save.” And so every
Christian, naming the name of Christ, but
denying him in his life, shows that he does
not believe, and therefore connot be seved.
He says that he believes in the watess of life,
yet does not drink them. Who dare say
such an one belicyes? He does not believe.
"The only faith that justifies, is the faith that
obeys.

Perhaps this particular phrase, justification
by faith, would never have been used, so
liable as it is to misconception, had it not
been for the pertinacity of the Jewish con-
veris in adhering (though they would fain be
Christians) to the law of observances also.
But for the necessily of opposing the Jews in
this, and insisting that faith in~ Christ, with
its natural concomitanis, was enough, with-
out superadding the eceremonial Jaw, Paul,
like his Master, might have spoken only of
faith and holiness, of belief and rightousress,
as the grounds of acceptance with God,without
sontrasting them with the worksof the Jewish
lasw,by which noman other than a Jew could be
justified, and which, through a misconception
of the sense in which he used ihat phrase,
laid the foundation of that astounding doc-
trine, that, in past ages, at least, has so mnuch
prevailed,~—that good works, namely, vir
tue, or holiness, are of no ayail, are but as
filthy rags; faith alone, and independently of
such works, justifying a man in the sight of
God. TBut no one can read the Epistles
with attention, or understand the position and
feelings of the Tews of that time, and not per-
ceive how unavoidable it was that the Apos-~
tle should come forward, not only with his
authroity as an Apostle, but with his argu-
ments as a man, to defend the new chureh
and ils doclrine against lheir aggressions,—
against their pertinacious endeavours 1o en-
graft their old Jaw of ceremonial works upon
the new law of Christian faith,

Once more, afterward, in the Middle
Ages, errors again grew up around this sub.
ject, and justification by faith, not indeed in
the sense in. which we are now explaining it,
was again the refsserted doctrine of the Res
formation,~—re@isserted this time against the
Romish dogma of merit,—of laying claim to
eternal life as what was justly due, and ac-
tugily purchased and paid for by alms deeds
gifisto the treasury of the church, seif-ine
flicted penances, mortifications of the flesh
and so so. The doctrine of justification b}i
faith lays stress, indeed, upon all soits of
good works; but it differs from the Romish
doctrine in two particulars: first, inasmuch
as it does not admit that, perform as many
virtuous acts as we please or can, we can
ever lay claim to eternal salvalion ag our
equal duey it is still, it maintains, of grace,—
a gift far exceeding any “human merit; and
secondly, inasmuch” as it denies all merit to
mere ceremonial or other acts, unless they

And that, when the term faith is used in |ed apparent viriues to my own worldly ac-
this way (and in the New Testament when- | count, the faith that issued in such works
cever this subject is spoken of), it necessarily | could never justify. The root must be good,
includes the idea of a certain action conse- | or the fruit is corrupt.

by excluding it the proposition becomes a{we may well ask, can there be any other
I believe, for ex-{doctrine in religion than this of justification

the waste of waters, and in the darkuess of | he shall rot be justified by faith?

If I believe, no matter on what ground, but | genuine faith, that proceed from a good prin-|
on some ground felt to be good and sure, that | ciple.
moderation and temperance will save me | distributed Jargely of my substance tofeed the
from disease, or, having fallen into'it, will | poor, or was liberal in suppost of the church,
rescue me from it, and I act and live accord-| or filled the werld with the noise of my zeal,
ingly, £ am saved ; my faith js a justifying or | or covered the earth with missionaries of the

This iz very obvious. For suppose I

trath, but only because in these ways I turn~

If these things are just and true, how,

by faith? It expresses the whole of reli-
gion in the briclest conceivable form and
language. Tt appears to exhaust the whole
of both speculative and practical religion.
How else, then, let us ask, first, than by
this doctrine can a man be justified and
saved ? and, secondly, how can it be that

1. Mow clse can a man be justified ?
How wonderful that it could cver be
thought, that any other gquality or posses~
sion could save the soul beside virtue, or
holiness! and that, if by a divine teacher
salvation were ever ascribed to faith, in 2
single word, without further explanation, it
could he supposed for a moment to be any
faith bul such as comprises virtue as a part
of it! Ifow melancholy to consider that
that great and blessed hope which Ged has
st before us—of Jiving again after death
in more glotious seenes, where knowledge,
and virtue, and happiness shall be experi-
enced in measures now beyond our concep-
tton—should sufler the degradation it has,
even among the followers of Jesus!—the
degradation of its possession being made to
depend upon cvery taing eclse almost, rather
than upon that pwity of heart, that solid
virtue, that likeness of Churist, from which
alone we are sur¢ it can proceed. The
least reflection, we should suppose, would
convince the mind that, as it cannot he
happy, or saved, or justified, even in this
life, but through virtue; it ‘could not, for
the same or stronger reason of the same
kind, in any other life. But while it has
talt the truth ot the first part of this pro-
position, and acknowledged that we are
here truly blessed only as we are morally
upright, spiritually risen with Christ, the
future happiness has, at the same time, with
a strange and unaccountable inconsistency,
been mude conditional upon acls or states
of mind with which virtue maey have no-
thing to do.  Earth can be enjoyed and truly
possessed, it is admitted, only through holi-
ness ; heaven, many ways beside.  Fanh
can be inherited only. by the meek, the
peacermnakers, the pure’ in heart; heaven,
even by the violent, the unjust, the impure,
provided they have conformed 1o certain
other requirements, fulfilled certain other
conditions, held certain doctrine, belonged
to what is styled the irue church.

And when asked, therefore, how else a
man shall be saved or justified than by a ge-~
nuine faith in. Christ, producing the {iits
which aloue show it to be genuine, we
answer, readily, in no olher way possibly, we
believe. It is justification by faith, by a
faith that believes, and acts as it believes,
which we hold to be the Gospel method,
the Christian doctrine of life and salvation.
‘Without hesitation, we reject aii other doc-
trines that are ever substituted for this. In
this, with joyful confidence, we place our
trust.  And we agk,in the last place, ac-
cordingly, in the assurance that only one
answer can be returned,—

I1. How can it be that a man shall not be

justified by faith?
We believe he is justified by faith, and
ihat no other conditions are imposed or ne-
cessary to be complied with. A proper
faith cannot but justify and save ; it achieves
the whole work; no more remains for any
other principle to efleat. To revert, in il-
Iastration, to an example already used j—if
poverty and want are evils from which I
wish fo be saved, avd I firmly believe that
industry is the principle of conduet that will
save me from them; and I act aceordingly,
I am saved ; and so far as that particular
evil which I dreaded is concerned, there is
no more to be done. No other doctrine,
rinciple, or act_can do more for me ; the
Eeneﬁt is secured, the salvation is eflecled,
the justification is complete. Nothing re-
mains to be added; I am saved from the
evil, and, by that faith T had, was necés-
sarily saved. They are connected together
as cause aud consequence. To helieve so
was of necessity to be saved.
Is it otherwise in the matter of Christian
faith? We ask if it can be otherwise than
that o an’ shall be justified by faith? Is
it not here, as in thoinstance just given, =
necessary principle of justification?” I be-

are the fruit of a right principle. Acgtsof{lieve in Jesus Christ, in his commission
virlne flowing from any corrupt motive, out-|from the Father, in his authority as the Sen

ward forms of worship, how numeroussoever, | of God. "I not only belicve in him, but (
except they are the expression of a genuinelhelieve him. *What he hastaught and en-

piely, are vamty or worse,

It is not and [joined I believe. ig
cannot be the works alone that justify or|shown the true path to heaven.

1 believe that he has
1 believe

save ; but good works that are the fruif of a }that all the evils which overwhelm the soul

.

™~ ——
after death, he has showii: me how.to escape.
[ so implicitly believe in him, and believe
him also, (that he is true in all he has called
upon me to do ds his believer,) that my ac-
tions and my whole life are’in. accordance
with my faith. Ihevebelicved and have acted
according to my belief. How gau it be that I
shall not be justified? "I have believed the
precepts of Josus, and acted accordingly.
ITe showed me how to walk and live; I be-
lieved him, and walked and lived accord-
ingly. I believedin the virtues be enjoined
upon e, and sought them. 1 believed in
the destructive nature ot the sins he taught
me to shun, and eschewed them. 1 believ-
ed him when he enforced upon me the love
of God and the love of wnan as comprising
the sum of the commandments, and I fixed
in my heart God’s love and the love of my
brother-man. T belicved him, ina word,
when I said, “These (the wicked) shall «o
away into everlasting punishment, but the
rizhteons into life eternaly? and 1 followed
after .righteousness with my whole heart.
Such being my faith, shall’it not to me, as
to Abrahan, be counted for rightcousness 7
Ius it not saved me? 1las it not jostified
me?  What can any other prineiple, act, or
doetring do for me mnore, which my faith hasg
not already done? Is not the benefit se~-
cured, the salvation efleeted, the justifi-
cation complete? Not that™ any obedi-
ence of man caun be such as to lay claim
to salvation. There can be no proportion
whatever, any more than between finito and
infinite, between man’s best obedienee and
the recompense of eternal life ; that recomn~
pense is of grace.  Not that any obedicuce
of man ean be such as to lay elaim to sal~
vation ; but that, by the best obedience he
can give, he complies witlh the conditions
preseribed;—preseribed not by the justice,
but by the boundless compassion of God,
who kuows our -frame and remembers that
we are dusty—and so may hunbly hope
for a life to which merit could never lay
claim, but which merey has freely pro-
mised, and freely Destows, upon our imjer-
feet, but sincere, obedience. ‘

If such as has now been stated be the
character of the faith to which justification
iz aseribed by Paul, viz: such a belief, con-
fidence in another, as to constrain to a cor~
responding obedience as absolutely a part
ofthat confidence, we cannat be surprised
that often by our Lord salvation is assured
to Faith alone. They whohad faith in Jesus,
who believed him  when on earthy—
seo to what it led: them !—to what labors, to
what disinterestedriess, -to what sacrifices,
to what sufferings,—to what deaths ! Their
faith was also righteousness. ~And now to
what a high and holy life is the believer in
Jesus drawn!  The true believer in Jesus
now, as at first, renounces all to follow Christ.
He is not obliged 1o leave now, as at first,
father or mother, or estates. He may re+
tain them all ; but he is oblized to renounco
and deny himself in view of the require~
ments of the Gospel. If he believes not only
in Jesus,but what Jesus has said, he necesa-
rily (else he does not really beliave) denies
his evil desires, passions, envy, lust, and
pride. Ile puts on the righteousness of
Christ, a8 well as assumes his name; ho
receives his spirit, and it possesses and rules
him wholly. = Nor, to eftect his salvation, is
any other doctrine or principle needed. Just,
precisely just, as believing in and believing
the compuss saves the mariner, and cannot
but save him, so believing in and believing
Jesus saves the sinuer, and necessarily saves
him ; ind as the scaman, in the tempest and
dartkness of the midnight ocean, tossing
amid a thousand dangers, can be saved in
fio other ‘way, so the Christian, " drived
about and beset by yet worse evils, can be
saved in no other way; but let him only
believe and he shall be saved. ‘

Then why are weé not saved? Why is it
that the night has ¢ome and we are not
saved 2—that galvation is as fav off as when
we first believed? Becouse we have not be-
lieved. ~ Ourbelisfis a name, a pretence, a
forrn, not & reality, not a faiih of the heart,
and 50 not possibly a justifying faith. Whose
lifg almost does notshoiwv that he does not
truly,fully believe inJesus? Are these believ~
ers of Jesus whom ivé behold contradieting
every day both his life and his spirit? whoy
by their yvices, their sloth, their ingratitude,
their worldliness, their earthly and sensual
lives, crucify the Lord afresh,—aré these
believers 7 No, but the most genuine of un-
believers. | They may be believers in him,
~—that, testimony may compel them to be,—
but they are not believérs of him. They give
the lic 1o his spirit and his precepts. Let
them believe witli the heart, and it shall
then be counted to them for righteonsness,
sanetification, and redemption,’ ’
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