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£ AGRICULTURE AND DAIRY HUSBANDRY.
Jackson's Treatise on Agriculture and Dairy Husbandsy iy
hicfly a compilation frem Agricultural works of the highest cha-
Rhctor§ among these he frequently quotes the * Lotters of Agris
BWols,”  The lullowing cxtracts from, this work will shiow, thuta
Bhoor man may sometinics do a great service to his country, which
Bho rich would attetnpt in vain:
&« Lwo things were desirable to increase the extent of culturable

il for grain crops, aud to raise sullicicut food for cattleard horses
il the yearround,  Now these desivable pointsinvolved athorough
hange in the practice of hushandry.  Fow was it possible to break
ip aud profitably cultivate indiflirent soils, much of which had
EB:itherso been considered beyond all hope of iinprovement, without
& abundant supply of te? and how could this wmanure be
pocured without keeping o Jarge stock of cattle, for swhich there
Mhvas cvidently no means of subsistence?  “I'o overcome these difi-
Bcultivg it was found necossary, in the first place to introduce what
re called green crops, that is, crops of artificial grasses, including
lover, turnips, and other roots and plants; for by haviug a plen.
ifud supply of these substances two important ends were gained——
Rlc support of cattle for wanure, and the alteraation of green with
Btain crops 3 thus at once eptiching the land, and relierving it from
lie scourging obligation to raise corn cropssuccessively,  On these
Buiain poiuts then, along with plans for drawing oft” by astificial
rainage the surplus water lodged in or upoun the soif, hang the
Berent Agricultural improvements of modern times.
* The admission of green crops into whiat Is now terased the
alternate system of husbandry, and which was commenced about a
ntury-ago in Norfolk, produecd a revolution in the whole condi-
tion of Agriculture; without this important improvement on old
usages, the reclumation and eulture of snils of inferior quality would
Encver have been attempited with any prospect of success.  Soon
fice the introduction of the turnip crop into Norfolk, where the
egetable was first cultivated to any great extent, single erops were
graised upon many thousands of acres of the light soils of that coun-
Bty, the value of which sufpassed that of the previous fee simple of
jtic grotud,  And througliout the kingdom, land, being by that
means rendered capable of producing more than formerly brcame
Bisitvinsically more valuable, and tlie value of cstates was nearly
Rdoubled. A knowledge of the improved husbandry spread to the
Lathitans, amd some other of the Southern Countivs of Scotland
Babuut the year 1750, and shortly the cultivation of turnips, carrots,
nd other vegelables, superseded the common practice of summer
Fatlow.  Still thisimprovement was only ellicted by certain spirited
Janillords, chicfly at their own risk ; and among these gentlemen
sy be mentioned Lord Kames, in Berwickshire, and Mr. Cock-
gurn, of Ormiston in Kast Lothian, to both of wham the modern
practise of husbandry is my=h indebied. ‘Iho farmers gensrally
Rwete deeply prejudiced sgainst the new system, and paid little at-
Jctition to what they decined there fancies and noveltics of propwic.
lors. At length one of the class of farm tenants led the way to a
i cticer appreciation of the improved practices,—Dawson was the
Beon of a.farmer in Berwickshire, where he was born in 1734, At
he age of sixteen he pracceded to Norfolk, and other parts of
BLngland, to examine the best courses of 1asbandry, and store up
For-his gwn use whatever scemed likely to be introduced with ad-
jiFantage iuto his own country.  Returning to Scotland he com-
nenced operations on the farm of Frogden in Roxburghshire, in
i lic year 1769,  Disrexarding the evil anticipations of his fiiends
1 neighibours, hie praceeded in bis course, upon the rational plan
Af Lringzing his lands into the best possible condition. ‘Tl he
precomplished by the use of the turnip husbandry ; by the use of
g tificial grasses then unknown in Scotland s aud by the liberal use
RS Jime, not for the purpouc of seourging the soil by successive
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graiu erops, but o obtain the means of bringing it advantageomsly
into grasy,  11is abject was, to support upon his lnads a geeat
number of cattle, and by meane of thiem to enable a moterato piro
portion of the soil tv Leing feeth 2 farger crap of grain than ba
formerly been dune by the whelo,  Every man who {n our times
has attempted {o tmplove an ill-cuitivated and exbnausted soit must
be sensiblo of tho merit whiclf attendssuccoss in stieli an citerprise
but in those days DMr. Dawson had to eucounter difficulties which
do not now exist.  Ile had numerous prejudices to encounter, amt
it was nearly two yoars before e succceded in teaining an expert
plougltman, who wae willing to follow out hisplans, Al diftieul.
tics are overcome by perseverance,  Mr. Dawson’s ficlds soon be-
came more fertile and begutiful than those around him.  This bis
neighbours might bave overlooked, as they bad disregarded the
fertility produccd by the contly effurts of certain enterprising lund-
proprietors 3 but as his conduct had bLecome an ohject of minuto
attention, a more lnportant point was speedily discovered, namely,
that ke was Sxcoming & vick man.  ‘They now hecame eager ¢o traud
in his fooisteps, men who had been once in Mr. Dawson's service
were chvays sure to find employment 3 his ploughmen were in the
utmost request 3 they were trdusported to East Lothian and to
Forfarshire, and every whete spread the improved praotice of Agri-
culture.  Iloxburghsbive, in the mean while, together with the
adjoining County of Berwick, soon becamne the scene of the most
active agricultural enfesprises 3 and Mr. Dawson, independently
of his bwn personal prosperity, had tho satisfiuetion to_live to seo
hisnaself regarded, aud tear Unnsclf ealled, the Fathier of the Agri.
culture of Scotland.”

Although the improved raode of farming was introduced into
Scotland not less than eighty years ago, yet it was not gencrally
adopted much before the year 1800, since which period the rents
have been doubled, and’ it is cortain that it has been profitable to
the farmier, ns well as to tho Jaudlord, while at thie same time fuod
is supplicd to more than twice the number that were in the country
acentury back. Here, (long, long may it be the case 1) the farmer
works bis own land, and if he can duuble its produce the profit will
he all his own,

A Uetter system of schiool~ appears to have Leen connected in
Scotland with improvements in Agricullure. For the last forty
years the benefits of cducation have Leen diffused among & wuch
greater portion of the population there than in any other part of
the British Islands—scientific works have been published in avery
cheap form 3 and fur the suin of five shillings a complete course of
lectures on Chemistry or Mechanies might be attended.  They had
learued (what it is rather difficult to teach very ignorant men, y
that they did not know cvery thing that was worth knowing ; and
they therefore applied themselves to the acquisition of that kind of
knowledge whicl they found they facked.  The conscquence bids
been that “ the Seotland of the present day 1sa very different thing
from the Scotland of sixty or seventy years ago,” as Me. J. justly
observes.  Formerly on their ordinary soils, a part of the laud was
cultivated, (generally, by suwing with oats,) and a much greater
patt was a comuen pasture. . When the crop would not pay cx-
pcnc'cs. the land was left to lay as a common, and a part of the
*“ out-field land ¥ which liad long been uncultivated was taken i,
fiest wanuring it by cutting and drawing to it o quantity of alder
bushes in the summer, which were semoved when ¢he leaves had
crumbled oftt  ‘Fhe land was’then ploughed and cultivated till it
was worn out, when it was again turned 1to the *out-field,”
Under this “in-ficld " and * out-ficld " system, only the most for-
tile tracts were frequently cultivated, the greater pard of the Jand
made 1 poer pasture for cheep and bluck cattle, who had little ex-
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cept heath to Jive upon in winter whera there were no natural
meadows, and whenevar the winter was unusually sqvere, great
numbers of eattle died.  Each farmer worked lits Jand as his father
had done befure him, and as Scotland produced little, itwwas ace
counted a poor batreti country,  Yet during the long period that
this mode of farming prevailed there, the Flemish busbandry, thero
is reason to think, was as perfectas it is now®, and many enterpris.
ing Scotchmen (often mnen of high rank) were serving in that
eountry in the armies, but at that time a gentlemsn was only a
Solilier andd a Politician, as ignorant of the sclence of cultivation
as the poor lnbouter, Thousands of Englishmen had nlso been in
Flanders, and returned, having seen nothing ; yst finally, the eyes
of two or three wera opened, and they introduced the most import-
ant improveinents into their own country, and a very small number
carried these improvements from England to Scotiand.

It is certain that an improved system ob culture would incrense
tho produce of this country as much as it has that of Scotland, but
we hava much to learn from our own experience. We cannot
1aise il tha crops hiere which nro raised there, and we can raisc
somao hero which cannot Le raised there,  The diseases, and the
inaccts which affect the crops, differ on the different shores of the
Atlantie,  Yet the principles of good husbandry arc here, and,
indeed in all the countries thosame.  The land should always be
kept in a state that will yicld great crops.  The implements shoutd
be those that will do the work most cheaply, and thokind of eattle
in each district should be thet which is found to give the greatest
profit upon the expence of supporting them.  To this we may add,
that the groater part of the labor should be applicd to those crops
which arc generally successful,

Before any considerablo improvement can be introduced, drain-
ing will bo necessary upon a considerable proportion of the land
now cultivated. The soil of a geeat part of the Provinceis now in
a state that would prevent a small quantity of lime from haviug

@ Men of Science have called Flanders ¢ the cradle of Scientific
Agriculture,” and we may add, that for many ages, uscful arts and
manufactures were there cultivated more successfully than in the
ncighbouring countries. Flemings driven from home by the
failurc of a great dyke, came to England and manufactured the ex-
ecllent wool of the country into an article so beautiful that Ladies
in cvery part of Burope were cager for it.  ‘The gloomy sullen
Englislunan, as he is called by his neighbours, has been rather
sparing of fuir words to forcigners, but when they were in distress
he has given them something better: protection and assistance ;
and he hins always been o gniner by it.  ‘The French refugees
banished for their rchigion by Louis X1V, were naturalized in
Engls]\nd, and became very uscful by the manufactures thiey :ntro-
duced.

It is proper however to observe that our gratitude is due to that
Providence which made use of the inhabitants of the Low countrics
to preserve arts so useful to mankini, and not to the people them-
selves, who were by no means disposed to teach their neighbours.

The Low Dutch turn the fronts of the houses to their fields, not
to the road ; say Iess, and think moare than other people, are great
economists, and uncommonly skilful in mannal operations, seeming
always to take every thing by the right end, and for that renson
accomplishing more by their sluw motions than some of their hur-
rying neighbours can effect.  Little accustomed to speaking, they
often express theicr meaning awkwardly, for which reason their
neighbours ridicule them as stupid, and they are often blamed for
unconquerable obstinacy. It .3 probably to tins last quality in
part, that we may aseribe their retaining so much useful knowledge
after it had been lost in neighbouring nations. They scem always
to have successfully resisted.all attempts of their rulers to deprive
them of so great a share of their carnings that they could not carry
on their business to advantage, at the same time that, with great
fiermaness, they defended their country against furcign plunderers,
during those ages in which it scems generally to have been believed

any sensible effect, It is constantly recelving a portion of vitrlot
from the subsoil.  Dralning would oarry off the greater pact of
this vitriolic water which is now raised to the surfage. It has boen
found in Britain that to ensure large crops, diaining is necessary
not only te springy grouid, but to all clayey and il soils, When
such drains have been formed that, Iarge quantities of min water
will not completely fll all the interstices of the soll, and rise .0 the
sutface, the vitriol formed leneath will be carried off by the drains,

In this Province the use of Lime as-a manura is unknown to
most farmers. A few have tried it without any effect, and some
have ivjured their land by using it unskilfully.  Very valuable in.
formation upon this subject will be found in this works * The
application of Lime" says Mr. Jackson, ** ocoasionally, has effected
a complete change in the husbandsy of Scotland, Since the first
introduction of turnips and the sown grasses, the condition of the
live stock hins boen groatly improved ; and from applying time in
the cultivation of sheep, dairy and tillage husbandry, which require
to be administered to tho above plants, an immense quantity of
waste and hitherto unproductive land has been brought into active
fertility.” Sir Humphrey Davy obsarves * when lime whether
freshly burned or slacked, is mixed with any moist fibrous vegot-
able matter, there is a strong action between the lime and the
vegotable inatter, and they form a kind of compost togativer, of
which a part is usually suluble in water, By this kind of opera-
tion, lime renders imatter which was before comparatively inert, nu-
tritive; and as charcoa) and oxygen abound in all vegetable mat.
tors, it becomesat tho same tisne converted into a carbonate of lime,”
[that is, it is converted into the state in which it was befora it was
buent; all limestones are carbonates of lime). Mild lime, pow-
dered limestone, morls, or chialks, have no action of this kind vpon
vegetable matter ; by their action they prevent the too rapid de ome-
position of substunces already dissolved, but they bave no tendency
to form soluble matters, It is obvious from these circumstances
that the operation of quick-lime, andsmarl or limestone, depends
upon priuciples altogether different.  Quick-lime, on being applicd
to land, tends to bring any hard vegetable matter that it-contains
into a state of more rapid decomposition and solution, so as to ren-
der it a proper food for plants, DMarl, or carbonate of lime, will
only improvo the texture of the soil, or its relation to absorption
it acts merely as onc of the carthy ingredients,t  Quick-lime,

t It has been often aszerted by Chemists that mild lime, that is
to say, powdered limestone, chalk, oystershells, or slacked lime
which has lost its taste, furnishes no more food to plants than sand,
or clay; and that it acts only by improving the texture of the soil ;
by rendering clay more loose and open, &e.  Had chemistry heen
well understood in the days of Homer when kings held their own
ploughs, such wmistzkes could not have been made, e chemists
reason correetly upon the facts they know, but are often ignorsnt
that most poor soils abound with vitriol of iron; a very importans
fact which had they been ploughmen ‘they must have known.
Vitriol by its petrifying action makes fertile mould barren, It is
composed of iron and sulphurio acid. Limestone is composed of
lime and carbonic acid.  When it comes in contact with vitriol, the
sulphuric acid of the iast having a stronger attraction for lime than
for iran, lets go the iron in the state of ochier, and uniting with the
lime changes it to gypsum; the carbonic acid of the limestone at
the same time flying off in the state of carbonic acid gas, which is
well known to be an important past of the food of plants. Ifa
quantity of limestone, much exceeding what is wanted to neutralize
the vitriol in the soil, were spread upon land, its fertilizing effects
would be durable, if the subsoil were always transmitting additionat
quantities of vitriol to the surfzee, which would serve to disengage
a portion of the carhonic acid of the limestone.  And it i5 probably
by this process that some Jands full of broken Jimestone have been
enabled for a long time to produce good crops without the aid of

that war ought to be the principal business of mankind,

manure.  LThus this generally diffused salt, vitriol, which scems
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whes it becomnes mili, operates in the same manner as powdered
limestona 3 but in the act c.f becoming mild, it preparessuluble out
of insoluble matter, Thv solution of the question, whether quick.
Hime ought to be applied to a soil, deponds upon the quantity of
inert vogetable matters thatitcuntains, The solution of the ques-
tion whether Marl, mild lime, or powdered Hmestone, ought to be
applied, depends upon the quantity of calcareous matter alrcady in
tha soil.  All soils are impraved by mild lime, and ultimately Ly
quick-lime, which do not cfierverce with acidsand sands more than
clage.” ‘Lhis last sentence will apply to the slatey land adjoining
to Halifax. The soil is shallow, resting en a rack containing a
great quantity of Pyrites, the mineral from which Vitriol (the com.
mon green conperas) s formed. From this rock a portion of
vitriol has been introduced into the soil, and this solution of vitriol
(or copperas water,) is now in summer always rising to the surfuce
of the tock through the small fissures in its surface, It is there
decomposed 3 instantly, if it comes in contact with lime, soda, or
potass; and more slowly by fortile moull, and peat earth,  ‘The
fron {for copparas is iron combined with sulphurle acid) fulling in
the form of yellow ochre, 'This ochire soon hardens, forming the
rust we now see on the slate rocks, and changing the rich mould
with which it is mixed into a dark brown susty gravel which is
potfectly barren.  Iu veclniming waste lands in Scotland which
have a tuify surface, soil covered with heath, (which there is the
natural shrub of thoso soils that would hiere be accupied by Kal.
min,) (dwarf Laurel), about 200 bushils of quick-lime to the acre
50 decomposes the turf, that without any other manure a good crop
of oats is taken from the land, and then Inying it down to grass, it
wnakes a rich pasture.  But were that quantity of quick-lime ap.
plied hiere to a soil containing a great quantity of vitriol 3 such,
fur example, as is found near Bank.head, it could not have much
efieet, beeause tho vitriol would neutealize the line and prevent it
from decomposing the half decayed vegetable matter, Hut if a
large quantity of mild lime, that is to say, broken limestone, oyster
shells, Bormnda gravel, or old plaster from buildings that are burnt
or pulled down, were first applied to neutralize the acid of the
vitriol, the quick.lime would then be useful.

Upon the bills of Scotland, turfy ground neatly covered with
heath, which produced hut very little, and very coarse grass, by a
top dressing of 150 or 200 bushels of lime, has been changed to
excellent pasture of white clover aud other aweet grasses, and this
fertility has in some cases continued for 30 years, but if this pasture
was ploughed and & crop or two of grain taken without manure
the land was much impoverished.

Upon tillage land the first application of lime is best made by
spreading it upon the grass land that is to he ploughed fur sowing
grain,  After a votation of 4, 5, or G different crops, two of which
ought to be dunged, and one or two of whicharc always clover, the
land should be pastured for 3 or 4 years, when lime may be again
used, remembering that cight or ten years ought always to intet-
vene between two applications of this mauure, For this second
application the lime ought to be compounded with threo o four
times ite quantity of peat carth, the wash from ruads, scourings of
ditches, or carth from the headlands of fields.  In the state of New
York, lime in a quantity not exceeding twenty-five bushels to the
acre has been found uscful, while an additional quantity did not
appear to make any alteration in the crop.

In the Eastern part of the Province there are masses of lime.
stone which fertilize the soil that 1s in contact with them in a

the principal agent in making land bairen, does, with the proper
proportion of carbonate of lime, serve to fertilize it.
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remarkablo degree: this rock changes to a Llack rotten stone
where it is exposed to the nir.  Vitriolie soils would undoubtedly
Ue permanently impraved by spreading a quantity of this stowe,
broken into wmall picces, upon them, ‘This stona may be found
in the lower settlement of Musquodoboit, and in many places on
the high lands between Autigoubsh and St. Mary's river. It
would be hest in trying experiments with lime, to try proportions
varying from 10 to 200 bushels to the acre.  In Frauce ncampost
nade with abuut 12 bushels of lime, and seven or eight times the
quantity of rich mould, has been found suflicient for an acro. It
is applied every third year, in rows through the fiedd—thv alternate
spauces being manured with stable dung,  After the lapse of three
years, the dung is applied to the part that was ilmed, and the lime
compost to that which was dunged.  Itis assertad that tha fertility
of land manured in this way lus continued to Increase for b0 years.
T %
UREEDS OF CATTLE.

A the greater share of the horned cattle procure most of their
living in sumnier from a poar pasture, of which there ia in many
places an unlimited range, it would be useful to raise that breed
whichi thrives best on such & pasture, A great differenco will be
found in the flosh which different cows acquire on our ordinary
pnstures, the small cattle do not all futten, but the very large are
almost invariably poor. If no calves were raised except those of
the cattlo who are the most thriving, our own bread would im.
prove, but it is certain that crossing the breed has produced con-
siderable changes, both for tho worse, and for the botter, A pretty
dear experiment with the former result has been tried here Ly ine
troducing the blood horses.

Valuable breeds have been procured from small males and large
females. ‘The English blood horse was introduced by s large
breed of mares from Denmark, credsed with the small Barbary
lorses procured from the wreck of the Spanish Arnada,—The hog
vow most valued is from the small Chinese boar and a sow of a
larger breed. A very larga breed of hogs was imported here be-
tween 40 and 50 years ago; at three years old they welghed about
500, but it was soon discovered that the great size could not be
kept up without an expence in feeding which the pork would not
pay for. The large dangling cars of this breed still continuc, but
the great size has long since disappeared. 'The Chinese pig is of
a small size, with short legs aud nose, and a broad back, of quick
growth, and great breeders,  The pork is much supericr in flavour
to the common kind. ‘They might probably be procured from
New- England, where they were formerly known by the name of
the Guinea breed, They throve better in pastures than the large
breed. If we had them we might with a good chance of success
try for a new breed by putting the Doars to some of tha best of
our own breeds.  We have in the Province the Irish grass pig

-which thrives in pastures.— A Bull of the small Kerry breed mighc

introduce a kind of cattle who would thrive better upon the pas-
tures where threé.fourths of our cattle live in summer than our
common breed.  Of large breeds for fattening, it was, 1 believe,
the decided opinion of Bakewell that the long-horned were the
Dest, T 8,

MANGEL WURTZE1L.

There is reason to belicve that wpon the warm sheltered soil
between Annapolis and Windsor, the Mangel Wurtzel would be
more profitable for feeding cattle than potatoes. Near Halifax, in
a warm season, sixty-five bushels have been raised upon seven rods
of ground very well manured with manure from the pigs pen.




‘The expense of taking them in s tifling ; they keep well o cele
lars, aml ate eaton by a1 kinds of cattle,

To keep v farge kind it would pethaps be necesrary to import
soed frequently from Germany.  The root d'minishes in sise and
improves in quality by raising the sced here, 1 furmerly raised
thig seed of this kind of boet for furty years In suceession, during
which tima it had changed to a datk red beet searouly distinguishe
able from the common blood beet of the gardena,

Tha large ciop above-mentioned was froin sexd raised here from
bieets which weto grown from sced from Alsace. T8

EXPERIMENTS WIHICH MAY BDE TRIED BY
MEMBERS OF SOCIETIES,

Chooso two oows who give noarly equal quantiies of milk and
Tt ona of thom be put in the stable at night und fod with as
much young grass as she will cat, to ba mowed from a picca of
rich land.  Tho othier to be pastered in tho usual nanner.  Keep
an axact acoount ¢f tha quantity of milk given by cach through
tha sensons § or of the butter and chease mada from the milk, and
also of tha quantity of ground required for thy grass, Couch
grass, Foxtail, swest scented grass, and white clover, grows quick-
1y altor mowinig, amd will in most scasons boar cutting four times,
‘Thinothy dees not grow so frocly after cutling, and buttereup
shauld be avolded, us cows do yjot oat it willingly, till it iz made
into hay, )

In thoso parts of the Provitce where tha soil is freo from stone,
it is not uncominon ‘o give Potatocs so Jitthe manure that the crop
will not exceed 150 hushels per acre.  In these situations the fol.
lowing experiinent would be uscful ;—plant an agre of Potatocs
with the nayal allowance of manure; adjoining this, plant half an
gerp, with thie same quantity of manure shat was applied to the
whole scre.  Tet Loth be planted in the last week of May, that
there may bo time for the potatocs to acquire their full growt),
The pext year sow boih picces with grain and grass sceds: keep
an exnct nccount of the time expended in raising cach crop, and
also of the produce.  When the liny on the third scason has been
cured, it will be easy to decide which way of using the manure has
hren most profitable, although the trial is not then past, for on the
fourth year the half acre will continup to yield the best crop.

Plant a picce of ground (not less than § acre) with patatoes:
using for tho first four rows whole potatoes about the size of hen's
eges, for sced, which should be 2 feet apart in the drills; for the
nesxt four rows cut picees, at the customary distance, then planting
again four rows of whole potators, &c. till the whole is planted,
taking care to plant an cqual numnber of each,  When taken up
Jet the produce of the whole and of the cut seed be measured sepa-
rately,  This experiment hos formetty been tried ncar Ialifax,
When the whole crop was small there was a considerabledifierence
in favour of the whole seed.  When the erop was very great, the

Wifference was trifling.  In both cases the plants from the whole
sced were dirst in flowey. T %

————

Althiough the Marshes on the Bay of Fundy always havea groat
depthof fertile re Wdish loam negr the crecks and rivers, yet in sone
broad marshes ti. r¢ are pottions remote from the crecks wheve
this loam is not perceptible, the soil being a blue clay, which, -
though it produced good crops of salt hay when exposed to the
tides, yields very little of any thing when dyked,  Thissterility is
caused partly by viteioliv salts, of «which, 1 have obecrved it con.
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taina a considerable quantity.  (Of this any posson may convine
himecll by plucing o quantity of thiz cly wder a shed where it
will Lo exposcd o the alr, but not to the rsin, wetling if eovcral
times with urine, and then allowing it to lay through the ot sea.
son, during which It should be turned two or three times s it will
then be found to contain a considerable quantity of atlua. )

Let a bushel of unslnched lime be covered with four or five
busliels of earth, and after the lapsa of a fortnight, or assoon as the
lime is well slackail, Jet it bo well mixed with tha carth and spread
ugpen the blue marsh, ¢ would be well to tey it §u the propor-
tiuns of a bushel, Nalf a hushel, and n peck of litme, to a rod of
ground, 1€ this were spread upan a long varrow stripin the latter
part of summer, the next spring it iight bavaa shallow plonghing
and be sowed with clover and grass secds, with some kind of grain,
Befora the application of lime the marsh should be well drained,
or clse tho vitriolic water of the subsoil wonld in the wet scason be
raised to the surfuce, and render the limae uscloss,

Let a cartlond of the suil of the Llue marsh Le Inid upou the
upland, bury in it & hushel of nuslacked liine, and when it is tho.
roughly slacked Surn and mix tho heap and apply it aza top dress-
ing to two rods of grass on the sandy uplaud. T &0

e s s . mv————
_—— LT e T m———

* From the Mechanic and Farincr.

Mx. Sritrs :—Sir,—Want of confidence in the ndequacy of the
means to accomplish the end, may be the cattw of failure in an
undertaking. ‘This may bo applied to agriculture in common with
any other affaic of life. It K; no uanconnnun thing to hear such
observations as, Nova-Scotia has never been intended for a farming
counlrz--‘nwm is so little of it good svil, and the climate is »o
miserably bad, and so short tima to put in crop, that no quantity
of it can b raisced ; and then the winter is so lung that it cats up
every thing that grows in summer, and people are just slaves so
their eattle; and that there is not eapital in the country to carry
on improvement, and so on : and t>at if it were not for the thnber
trade there would be no making a living in it,  Were these well
establishied truths (now that tho timber trade is like to fail), it is
timo we wore packing up for a start to Wiscaset, or some other
Eden.  But as this would be attended with a good deal of trouble,
it may bo worth while to inquire a little into the eapabilities of
Nova-Scotia to support its inhabitants; and now scems a very
suitablo time for doing so, the legislature having set apart a portia:
of the reveaue, to aid tho farmer in introducing improvements s
much nezded 5 and to give us a fresh start, and it may be hoped,
cffeztual start on the road to independence for at least bread stufiy,

I shallin the first place, express an opinion long entertained,
that Nova-Scotia is susceptible of being improved to maintain, not
only it present inlinbitants, but ten times their number, and then
take up the objectiouns hera stated, and answer them by some short
obscrvations ; fiest, **that there is but very littlo good soil.” 1
admit that tha soil is not ajl equally good in this country more
thav any other; but I do think there is as groat a proportinn of it
naturally excellent, or susceptible of being mage productive b
cultivation, as in most countries with which we are acquainted.
Bring under review, the heatheclad Yitls and moors of Scotland,
Wales, and part of Fngland and Ireland, that many of us have
scen—the dreary arid wastes and frightful swanips of Africa—the
alpine regions and morasses of other parts of the world, and Nova.
Scotia will suller hut little by the comparisen. There is buta
very small proportion of it but what may he brought to yield sup-
port for man, ‘There is, I conceive, a great part of its whole e~
tent capable, by proper culfivation, of yiclding from thirty
forty bushels of wheat the same or more of barley, from forty to
sixty of oats, and the same of beans, dfom three to fous bundred
bushels of potatoes, and from three to four tons of hay to the acre;
and if it is true, as I have lieard some people say, that the soft-
wood land on which fire lias destroyed the waod, after being blown
dewn aud the roots beeotne rotten, if it is ploughed and sown with
citlier pease or buckwheat, erop after crop, it will get richer every
year until it is fit to carry any specics of crop without manure, it
gocs far to prove that a groat proportion of what is considered poor

land miy be hrovght into a profitahle state of eultivation by mewns
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within thereach of all.  Another obscrvation T would make, which
way go far in establishing our position, and on¢ of which almost
every person bias wn opportinily of khowing the carrectness, i
that & many faring fu the country an whiclia lvlug could not
Ui mada by tha vecupicr, from the supposed pavesty of the soil,
iy upon falling into other liands, and usder a dafurent treatnient,
jelded a comfoztablu living 3 and in some cases whero such farms
ve boen Jut to rent upon what is catled tha halves, the proprictors
are reeciving something conciderable,  In one such eascy in par-
tienlar, the proprictor told me lately, that hie kot suncthing nbowt
a hndrod g2unds worth feom bis tenant last year as lity share.

Yours truly, Jonx BoxvMax,
Stitling, Auvgust 12,

——

From the Albany Cultivators
COMPARATIVE VALUE OF 1'IGS FOR CUTTING.

That there Iv & very great difference inthe valuo of pigs of cqual
weight, when fattened and killed, is known to every huyer and
packes of perk, and should Lo well understood by every farmer,
Thero are certain §arte of a hog, such as the hamy, lard and mess,
snuch more valuable than other parts, such as the hoad and fect,
and thosa Liogs that giva the greatest weight, where it Is of the
most valuo, other things being cqual, ave the hicsi animaly for both
wilor and buyer.  Weight, however, without referonce to the
2laco whare it i found, is gonerally the standard of value, and a

that wili weigl three or four hundred, cven if onc-third of it
%4 in the hicads and Jegs, is by many considered first rate. A breed
o hogs, then, haviug large hams, thick sides that lard well, with
short necks, small hioads aud Jender legs and fect, is th:c ono which
is to be proferred, if their is sullicient weight of carcass and apti-
tude to fattenn.  Perhaps with an exception in « «inglo point, that
of weight, tho Chincse bog comos nearer tho standard of pesfection
than any other ; and this defect in size, whilo the other valuablo
poiots hiave been retained, has been best eorrceted, wo think, by the
cross with tho Derkshires.  Tho great thickness of these hogs gives
a weight of ham uncqualled in any other, and their round capa.
cious carcass furnishies amplo roem fur lard, which experience shows
is usually fully occupicd.  Many have been disappointed in killing
Berkshire pigs, bocause they looked simooth and round when come
pared with the alligators, and it secins to hava been supposed they
should welgh without feeding, as much as the latter aflter months
of stulling ~ No onc has a right to expect this; the truc point at
issua iy, which pig, with the samo food, will make the most meat,
and of the most valuable kind? and tricd by this rule we have no
sears for the Derkshire, Our pen of hogs this year consisted of
five hiogs of one o. the hest common breeds, and one Berkshire.
The lot was from 18 to 24 months old, the Berkshire the oldest,
‘They were none of them in high order when put up, and were fed
wholly ou st pples and potatocs, with the exception of about
20 bushels of screenings, refuso wheat and oats mixed together and
ground.  The average weight of the whole was 375 lbs, cach; that
of the Darkshire alone was 430 Jbs.  Several of the common pizs
were longer than the Derkshire, but the weight in the latter was
on the most valuable parts, aund we have never seen a hog that ox-
ceeded bim in the bams and lard, while the weight of the Jess valu-
able parts was proportionably less, They were fed little more
than two months,

Since writing the above, wo have been favored with a copy of
the Report of the Committee on Swine, made to the Tompkins
Co. Agriculturel Socicty, in which are some very just remarks on
the subjeet discussed shove, and on the relative valuc of the several
varicties of pigs now generally grown and fed in the country.
From this Report wo make the lollowing extract, as illustrating
more fully the opinivns we have expressed :

*The following experiment made by the chairman of this com-
mitteo Inst December, in cutting up his pork, will show that the
Berkskire pig cuts up well, and has less offul thun other breeds in
Proportion to the valuable parts. ‘I'he first example is a sow,
common breed 2% years old—had raised one litter of pigs in July
and August, 1839, She weighed as follows, in pareels, whole
weight 235 lbs.  The second is a half blood Beikshire sow, It
months old ; had raised two litters of pigs; onc in March and
April, and the other in‘September anid October, 1.-59—slaughtered
in December.  Whole weight 204 Ibs. in pareels as below. The
third example that we will give i a hadf bleod Berkobise baryox,
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1 months old, ftled at the same time, and all fattencd i iha
ordinary way, whoie weight 350 10 In parecls as follows:

No, 1. No. 2. No. 3.

Lt e 16 81
Tlans s, 32 at 652
Tendetloltanee ood b sg 5
“CCleansssnsrarrencens B 6 0

Meas Yatk, i 103 176
rima ... w24} % 20
Hoadoeonennvnranndd @, 16 921
Spare Ribevesssenrd20 12 16
2351bs.  2041bs, 33G1bs,

‘The following from the same repost, is commendation strongly
expressed, wa think fucts will fully boor out the writer in his re-
marks:

“*Fhe Berkshire is a hardy liog, and a gootl feeder, and is ns
well adapted to consume the coarse food of the farm, as any other
breed 3 and it is bolieved they will inake a greater soturn in fleshy
for tha food they consumie, than any other breed, except pethapn
the Chiua, aud "ax lasge a rcturn as they will. “Thaoy are also
ramarkable quict hogs, which is & vory desirablo quality with the
farmer.  Lhey keep out of mischicf, and save their llesh by their
gentlencas,  ‘Their skin is white when dressed and very thin,
“Theiy pork is firm and solid, and of the very best quality,  Their
hams are unrivaled 3 and possess a higher character, where known,
than the ham of any other breed of hiogs in existence.”

AGRICULTURE: I8 THE ForNnaTioN oF WratTit—The son renders
her tribute ; but the carth presents to skill and industey richer and
infinitely varied contributions, DMoney is net wealth. It is only
the reprosantative of wealth, Moncy is coveted because it can
command fabor; but of what uss would it be, if labor would not
be commanded. What wonly it avail to possess all tho riches of
Potosi, if thereby we could not acquire the products of ngriculture 2
What freights the barks of commesca in their Jiquid flight, thread-
ing_ cvery channel and whitening every port, but the products of
agricultura? Whence does the govermnent derive its rovennes
but from the fruits of agsiculture?”  What constitutes the wealth
of the country but her cotten, hemp, sugar, rice, tobaseo, wool,
wheat, beef, and potk?  Agriculturo only can be considered ac
the creator of wealth,  ‘The merchant, tho manufactuter, the sailur,
the various artisans and tradesmen pesform their pait in making
the praducts of agriculture moro valuable s in transporting thew so
that the advantages of climate are equalized, and in putting them
in a condition for use; but agric...turc alone produces.  Like the
leader of Isracl, shie strikes the rock, the waters flow, and a famish.
ing people aro satisfied.  She supplics, she feeds, she quickens all,
Agriculture is the commanding interest of the country, with which
no single juterest nor indeed all other interests of a sccular nature
combined, can be brought into compatitivn.~American paper,

Unrury Ilorses.—Some years ago, when the famous Walk-in-
the-Water was running so successfully in the West, he.camo in
contact with a smart filly at Gallatin, ‘Lenncssee, and bis friewds
knowing that she had good parts, determined to beat her by arti-
fice.  She was fretfu, stubborn, and unmanageable, so Col, ——u
thought of having her Aissed by the sider of *old Walk,” titl she
would grow crazy, and then he knew he could run her down, and
beat her very castly,  Butastonishing to every body, the filly came
to the stand, for the first time, as gentle and unexcitable as an old
plough horsc—she started well, run without irritation, and beat
the old horse two straight four-mile heats with the greatest case.
The mystery was then, and has been ever since, 1o know what
tamed the frantic creaturc on that day, for the fiest time. Weare
authorized to sty from the Doctor who directed the medicine, that
the Mures cars were stuffed full of colton—thut's all.—-Agriculturist.

Cure ror Meastes 18 Swing.—The existenco of the disease
can ouly be known by the animal not thriving or fattening like the
test,  Put into the Tood of cach hog, once or twice a week, as
much pounded antimony as will lic on a shilling, This is very
propee for any futtening swine, though they have no dnsosdﬂ:. A
small quantity of flour of brimstone will be of great sesvice, occa-
sionally given to swine,  But the best way is to prevent discase by
Leeping their stics clean and dry, and allowing air, exercise, and

plenty of cloan straw, e Cofi: e,
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TROGRAKSS OF THER SKAROXNS, —=I1IATTINRSS OF RURAL LIFK,

While yet the year, deep in her wintry trance,

Nor sces, nor hears, nor foels th' pproaching spriag 3
While rudely, still, the Doreal storms advance,

J'hia sleetoshower shaking from tanpesiuous wing
Yre yet the Itk casays {0 sonr ur sing,

But foebly cowering secks tha sounding shora

Where flowing tides frem viewless caverns fling

The shell.elad tnorsel he can quict devour,

Nor in wild tones contend with Ocean's wilder roar.

But brighter days approach —The joyous morn

From the gay chambers of the cloudless aky,

Looks out with light and life,  Her mantle dun,
Rejoicing earth, for living green lays by,

And sweet, the early flower, of Joveliest die,

Blooms, adour.breathing, on the sun-ward slope—
Soft-winged abroad the wrestling breezes fly—

With genial dews mild Eve hegine to drap,

And trees, snd flowets, sud fluhls, put forth the buds of hope.

*Tis now that ploasure waits upon the plongh—
High Heaven resounds the Lark’s wild mcludy,
And the bland air gives out the iving glow,

Active with Jife snﬁ fervid energy.

‘The leaves as yet but scantily clotho the tree,

The fieids but scantily yield the honiud flower,

Bnt, on the clustering paling, the busy bee,

With eldent hum, emplovs the sunny hour,

To hicap his hoarded bread, or swell his waxen store,

Forth to the Joyous Iabours of the field

‘I'he houschold hasten at the master's call ;

Some bear the precious seed, some patient wicld

The needful spade, some beat the furrow small.

And light of heart good humonr smiles on all—

‘The soil, the scason and the Jabour new;

Yor evary joy the children, noisy, brawl,

And still their ardour bursts afresh to view

The dog from field to field the pilfering rooks pursue,

And soon approaching gladsome jolly May,

With tho full flush of buds, and leaves, and flowers,
And the full choir of woodland music gay,

From morn to even with rapture fills tha hours,
And lovely June with dews and genial showers,
Calls forth the softest green, the Jivelivst bloon 5
While, silent, in hicr ivy-mantled bowers,

*Mong clustering roscs hid shz breathes perfume,
And sees, rejoicing Larth, her Jiveries rich assume,

July behind all blowzed with native heat,

Half breathless, paces slow the umbrageous shade,
And seatters wide, the cooling berry, sweet,

Of decpest blue, or blushing purply red,

And in her breath matured with heavy head,
Earthward the wheat, full.cared, begins to tend,
While to the orchard, fair, with feuitage spread

A yellow tinge her touch begins to lend,

And bowed by slow degrees, thie Inden branches bend.

. August at length, in robes of purple dye,
Most gorgeous aver moor and mountain glides
Aud plenty flows responsive to her sigh,
Wide o'er the yellow vale in wavy tides:
And while in clouds her portly form she hides,
Or rushes hollow, through the forest sear,
With prudent care the husbandman provides,
‘T'o save the precidus products of the year,
The solace of his toils, his hopes for winter drear.

September comes with dogs aud thundering guns
Re-cchoing to the ardent sporisman's noise
And keen, through all her fervid spirit runs,
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Resuscitating spring’s delightful joys,

‘The skies are clonr sail no datk thought destroys
Creation's Juy with views of future pain 3

‘The Merle ancc more her mellow pipe employs,
‘The Itk to Hleaven’s gate bears her song agam

And sweet the linnet swells the rupet'o?oyoul strain

Till pale Qctober in her robies of brown,

Laity, dowie on the world her weeping eye,
And Natura's voico in forest, dale, and dawn,
Sinks dull into & melancholy sigh 1

‘T'he sobbing Llast, the sear feaf rustling by,
The distant waterfall's portentous xwell,

The volee that aweeps, responsive, o'er the sky,
Re.echoud far from yonder misty fell,

Bid to the passing yoar 5 long a sad farawell.

"et lingering still most delicately sweet
Flowers ficre and there put forth their pensive blootn—
And o the bank that fronts the noon day heat
5till crackles on the ear the expanding broom.
And still the rod hreast, with unruffled plume
Contintos wile his warblings from the tree,
Which chiecrs the simple Cottar's harvext home,
‘I'hat knows no higher feast nor revelry,
Save frgm the heart to Heaven the warm thought rushing
reo.

*Now easo and plenty smilo upon the farm,

Yor all its Inbors for & year are done;

The yard is stacked full, and each from harm,
Secured Ly coverings carefully put an;

And on that little spot his hands have won

By skiiful toil, from the surrounding waste,
Chieered by a mild xnd bright October sun,

‘The cotter and his smiling inmates haste,

Now other crops are snvei to save thuir own at last,

The children lald amid & heap of shoaves,

Ini artlens pastimes sport away tho hiours,

Traca with delight the slowly fulling loaves,

Or re-arrange tho wroath of aimple flowers ;
Meantime the mother active plics her powers,
The husband and the fathier's toil to aid,

And ere the darkening hour of gloaming lowers,
So happily their parts are mutual play'd

That safe in hutted rows thae whole ia fair array'd.

And drear November finds them full prepared ¢

For Cnlf and Cow is fodder Inid in store ;

Totato-bings and: corn stack in the yard,

Keep far away lean hunges from the door.

Work lics around them, and the rainy honr,

And lengthened night, their converse gay wust charm,
Parental cares, affection’s tender power,

And weck devotion's ardor cver warm,

Forbid the languid powers their peaceful hearts to harm.

Much do T envy thice, thou happy swain,

Although thy toils are constant and severe,

Thy gettings small, thy table very plain,

Thy dwelling through the winter somewhat drear
Despairing wretchedness thou canst not hear,
Perverse stupidity thou dost not see,

Th* infectious bireath of vice thou necdst not fear.
Surrounded thus by sweet simplicity—

Unscathed thy virtues bud, and bloom and ripen frec.

The deep veverse thy heart hiath never torn,

With strangers lonely never hast thou pined,
Those very stones thy infant steps have worn,

Thy days behind that hill have all dechined,
Splendour aud wealth with mean deceit combined
And flaming zeal with villany und Just

IHave never roused thy rage against mankind,

Nor hollow friendship plunged with deadly thrust,
Deep in thy aching breast, (he dagger of distrust.
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THE AGRICULTURE OF NOVA-SCOTIA AND NEW.
BRUNSWICK.
Br A« Graxea, F. G. 8., &e, &e,
CHALTER 11,

Having refetred to the Geographieal diMribution of the granite
sail of Nova.8ootia, we next proceed to examine its situstion in
Newe Brunswick, where it is found to pusscas similar charactors,
secording Lo the mineral nature of the rocks from whicl it has been
dld"?d.

Extending from the propused Ameriean Boundary, unthe viver
St, Croix, Letween St. Andrew's and 5t. Stephon’s, in a nortl east
direstion, to the St. John, at the head of the Roed, there is an ir.
regular thaped $ract of granitia® eountry which passes through
Charlotte, and ocenpies & mnall part of Queen's Counties,  Ano.
thet long and narrow belt of granita and syenitict country extends
from the Xenebecasis along the dividing line between St. Joln
aind King's Counties 3 and entering the County of Westmorcland,
terminates noar the Shepody Mountaius,  This tract will not ave-
rage over eight miles in width and for reasons already mentioned,
it is but thinly fubabited, A settlement upon tha Nerapis Road,
and another called the Irish scttlement, on the old Shepody Road,
ara upon this class of roils. "Ilie soils of theee two districts do not
exactly correspond with the granite soil of Nova-Scotis. This
circumstance is fully explained, by refering to the rucks beneath,
In these granite districts, in New Brunswick, the characters of che
soils has bean modified by the presence of the rocks ealleil syenite,
trap, and othors containing hoemblende, while in Nova.Scotia 1t
has resulted tmora gencrally from granite alone,

Another broad tract of granita reaches from the American State
of Maing, scross the Choputneticook River and Lakes, and also
across tha Iiver St. Johu, to the sources of the Miramichi. ‘Lhe
0l on this tract is jdentical with the granite soil of the sister Pro-
vince, Theroare alwo large aveas of & similar character in the
Counties of Noithumberland sand Restigouche ; bus wherever they
exist, their scantiness and peculiar gravelly nature, with the pre.
sence of boulders vender them very discoverable.

During tha last filteen yoars I have been engaged in construct.
ing goological and agricultural maps of Nova-Scotin and New-
Brunswick; when the work is complated, it will greatly assist, in
exhibiting the situations of oach of the classes of soils, in boch
Yrovinces; and thera is a hopae of having them published in the
course of & short time, should suflicient encouragement be held out
fuz the object.

From what has been aiready stated, it will be scen, that this
class of soils is unfavourably for cuitivation. This circumstance
does not however arise from the chemical ccmposition of the soil
itself, but from its admixture with undecomposed blocks of stone,
pebbles, and gravel ; which are incapable of supplying the delicate
tools of plants with tho nutriment thoy require. But wherever
these solid materinls have been reduced, and new combintions have
taken place, in their constituent clements, a strong and productive
soil has been the vesult. In numerous Instances the different
mincrals entering into the composition of granite, are found in
gravel, or sand, having been liberated from the parent mass by the
frost and the action of the elements.  Such collections of sand and
gravel, are always unproductive, and tracts inay be seen upon which
cven a lichen refuses to giow.  But no sooncr are these substances
acted upon, by decomposing agents than they at once become
fertile,

—

¢ Granitic—having the propertics of granite,
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Th « soil preduced hy the incre separation of the niten, feldapar,
aud fuartx compsing granite, Is unproductives but when thess
minvrals have been act~d on chiemically, they immediately Lecome
eapable of supportiog vegetatlon,  Frequently In a single field of
granite sail, the crup will he very uneten, soma parts being strong
and healthy, while others are meagre and not worth gathering,
Hesides the situations of diffrent parts of such felds and the une
even application of inanure, &e. 1 have found that spots oesupied
by the undecompovad gravite sand failed in the suppost of vegetas
tion} the same sand in situations where it had undergone ehemioal
decomposition, was productive. The uneveness of erops under
thesg circumatances Is frequently attributed to other ostises.  Free
tynent ploughing, and especially fall ploughing, by exposing the
granite sand to the operations of tha woather are the best remodies
in cases of this kind,

‘The air, rain, snow, frost, &e. wre the agents by which the fliaty
rock is broken up, and changed into suchingredients as vegetation
requices 3 and therefore all poils, where the decomposition has not
been considerably advanced, are improved by being frequently
stireed, so that all their particles sro brought under the influence
of thoso agents. “Ilie principal substances entaring inte the eom-
position of granite, are silica (flint) slumina, putash, soda and
rometimes lime ; from the predominance of the stheious, or flinty
rantter, the soils arhing from this rock ara of a sandy nature, But
frequently the guantity of slumina is sufficiont to render them
sufficiently tenacious, and the presence of the alkalics {potash and
sodn) is highly cssential by the fermentation they proditce in vegate
able matter, or matiure, and by tho contributions they afford to
living plants,

The znalysis of several specimens of granitic soil, taken from

ficlds of excellent wheat and potatoes; gave the following medium
result in 100 grains:
Water 4 0
Vegetablo matter 75
Alumina 10 0
Peroxide of iron 28
Cachonnta of Lime 3 20
Insoluble granitic sand V1 70
DPotash s trace
Loas 20
: 100 0

Granitic soil taken from a field of exccllent potatoes ncar the
Medutic on the river St. Juhn, gave, in 100 grains s

Water 6 15
Vegetable matter 5 0
Alumina 14 20
Peroxide of iron 1560
Botoxide of mangancese  a traco
Carbonate of Lime 1 30
Ccrbonate of Yotash 50
Insoluble graniticsand 69 385
110” 2 0

100 O

Granitic soils are well adapted for wheat and frequently produce
great crops.  Indian Corn also flourishes well in this soil ; this
uscful plunt is frequently scen in a strong growth among large gra-
nitic boulders, which are sometimes spread over the ficlds greatly
to the annoyauce of the farmer.  The superior growth of Indian
Corn under such circumstances, has been sttributed by someto the
lieat given out by the boulders during the night; but although
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this may preduse scie cffvst upon the vegetation of such landy
mota is to be asctibed Lo the nature of the sail itwlfl

Tt does not appest that muel advantage will be gainwd, by e
appilestion of Jime to granitie soils, unless it be In small quantitics.
"The lime eentained In mowt svils of this kind, may La suffisient for
thelr fertility, and should it bo ineroased heyond eerui'n T it
would prove injurioun, ‘fhe improvement of this kind of il
evidently Jepends upon the application of barn, or yegetabla ina.
nures of the latter peat will bg fund far the ehospest, and when
snadda dulo proper composts, will ba quite sufficicnt fur any kind of
crop.  In almost sit granita disteicte, pout is abundsnt; and thero
i% warocly a trast in dither of the Provinces occupled by the sll
refurred (o, where this vegelable manura oanniot ha obtained,  Dut
Its sonsideration at & manura must Lo defurred untit we coma to
trost of manute in genoral,

A goud ctop of whoat cannot be produced on Jand that con-
talns no Hime; and the pplication of lime to the sowd at the tiine
of sowing, not ouly protests it from jnwets, tut also awmlats in the
prooess of germination.  Hilex ix alw neecssary for the growth of
wheat, “This mincral not unly contributes to the production of the
nrain, but 8lso enters inte the composition of the plant its!f form-
ing a contitucnt part of the straw,

The burning of timber upon many kinds of soil has a bengficlal
uffvet, whioh may be ascribed to the powerful agency of hoat aml
the potash supplied from tho ashes. I biave obscrved that granite
wils in gonaral are not improved by burning, and some of them are
injuted by powerful fires,  Perhaps this may arlse from the quan-
tity of alkali being increased beyondd what is nocessary for the sup-
port of vegetation. “[he buring nevertheless destrogs the sceds
of noxious plants, and leaves the carth i astate wherehy all its
oncrgios can Lo devoted to the planted crop.

In the cultivation of tho granite soils of Ilammeonds Plains,
Chester, parts of Lunenburg, Liverpool and Shelburne in Nova.
Sootla, and also in tha noighbouthvod of the Yokiok and Mcduc.
tls in New. Brunswick, {be smployment of peat, or decayed vegets
able matter, as 8 manure, ight bo introduced with the greatest
advsntage. DBut in order to render theso subitances most useful
they must ba mado into composts, tu restore them to o state of for.
mentation, and the farm yard of the most humble agriculturist will
supply tha moans necostary for thelr renovation,

Assoclated with womo of tho granitic soils of New-Druaswick,
there ore rocks known by the namaes of syenite and trap,  “Thoy
are composed cli‘efly of hornblende and fuldapar, and the former
closcly rosembles granite, "Tho soil produced Ly tho disintegra.
tion of these rocks, diffurs somawhat from the true granitic varicty,
Tiach of these varicties also differs from the strong black mould
afforded by the trap yocks forming the North Mountsins along the
south sidde of the Bay of Fundy, which will Lo noticed heréaftcr.

ESSAY ON AGRICULTURE,
Read Yefure the Lilerary Soclety in Truro, in March, 1810—by a Mauber.
(Contlnucd.)

In the two soils remarkable for the production of Turnips and
Wheat, and analyzed by Sir Humphrey Davy, the carbonate of
lime forms the principal ingredient in the fincly divided matter
after it was separated from the sand and clay which naturally pre.
dominate in cultivated soils, composing 63 parts out of 200 in the
first and 28 in the latter.  What a pleasing reflection therefore to
tho Farmer as wel! as to the Philasophicr that this is the only carth
which, comparatively speaking, is co apletely under the coatroul
ul man, having it in his pawer 10 add with vaa the ruptrd guan
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Uty 0 that the foud of plants may asquire the proper consistency
and rclish.  Thera s not perhiaps i the eatalogue of humer pre
Indices one mure calsulsted o perpetuste our prowt Imperfuct
system of Agrieulture tian the Llue too generally entertained by
fatmers, that notwithstanding they have no pretonsions to & know.
lelge of Chomisiry or tha Jaws of Natuml Vhilosophy il they
susceed 1o & eorlain extent in salaing good crops, »a did their fore.
fathers, who never heart of sueh a siencewr over thought of ania.
lyaing tha soll,  The fallasy of such argument will appear evidont
when we refloct that every farmor in the act of preparing the soil
fos whatever crop he intonds to produce is virtoally trying a
shomieal axpretiment, his farm Ining the Galvanie or Voltate pite
by sehileli ho vosts thie virtues of his composts, the docomsposition of
cettain vrganie bodive, and reproducing of others, and the result of
his Iabors fy sute to bs in exnet proportion to the degtee of vini.
formity with whieh ho may Beppen to stumbla on the daws of
Vagutalla physivlogy, and of which purliaps he is 3s fully ignorant
as of the Iaws of Chiemistry.  Vogetables are 80 constituted that
carbori anid hydrugen nre the necowmsry food for plants and condiicr
to the support of vegutablo Jife, thels organs selze the carbonte seid
gas which comnes within thelr reach, and while they appropriate thy
cathon to themmlves the oxygen Is thrown off to reovate atmos-
phere by its union with tha nitrogen rejested by animanal respira.
tion Uhus what is noxivus to man Is rondorod bencficial fo voget-
abloz, and the axygen whish vegelnbios arv not in want of ic sopa.
rated by shem, In its utinost pusity for the use of man.  The wis.
dom, the simplicity, and the benificence of this srexngement are so
striling, and address us 20 powetfully that the mind cannot but
mako its own refloctions, on the beauty und harmony which pervade
all nature,  An acquaintance with the Jaws of nature affords the
passensor not only the pleasures arising from peouniary profit, but
also the incflable delighs which every intelligont being must expe-
rlence on conteplating the goodness of the Diving author of Nx.
turc, first by governing tha material wesld by immatable laws, aud
scoondly in Lestowlng upon man the powers of oomprebending
thosa laws 30 for a3 they may Lo made available to hits wants and
comfurts, That individuals are capable of carrying on u continned
progess 6f the nicest experimonts in Chemistry without posscsing
Ahe slightest theoretical knowledge of it asascience, hns boen fully
cxemplified in iy own native country.  Many individuals whodu
not kn~w cven the letters of tho alphabet are evlebrated for the
manufucture of tho Mountain-Dow, the production of which
roquires  series of complicated chiemical uperations, viz. furmenta-
tion, avaporation, and zondensation, all of which are performed witle
the strictest regard to first principles in Natural Philovophy and
whiclh knowledge is acquired by 1mere imitation.

From these and similar facts. may wu not eutertain the opinion
that faniners though 1 inted with sy yet ptisuc
Agriculture agrecablu to tha laws of Chemistry merely by assini:
lating their mode of cultur to that pursued by others who are
better inforined, hence the reavons why Agricultural Societics are
universally acknowledged of such finportance in Great Britain and
clsewhere, and we nay rationally hope similar beneficial effuots
from iheir introduction, if properly conducted, in this country.

Yrofessor Hiteheock of Masachusctts, a eclebrated Geologiat of
that State, remarks—* 1 find by chemical examination of sevezal
remarhable soils that a very minute quantity of the Carbonate of
Lime, from ono to two per cent. is amply suflicient to render them
capable of producing licavy crops of good wheat. 1 am also satis.
fivd that a wil is fncapable of producing crops of good quality 3f 1t
duis not eontain the Cabonate of Lime, for this substance is an

cntilmgiadiont of thi ordn ” Another Geolugiot remagks -
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w | apprehiend that the importance of the Halteof Lime in a wil is
pot duly sppreciatod by Garmets,  The craps mag il althaugh
they may have manitved and attended them well, but it inalmost
always wary o Bl & canse that satisfies in the character of the wex-
sore It hand fo convince themn that the failure may have boen
owing to thvsingle grain in the hundred of wme subrtance that
vt b disoovered when present only by chanleal examination.
And yet T doubt not that many A crop has failed for want of that
one per cent, of sulplinte, cathounate, of phosphate of line.  Facte
Indecd seent to me to warrant the conelusion that without lime in
vome furm, land will viot produte any valusble vegetation,” “The
Salts of Lime alluded todn this quotation are the Carbonate of
Lime or commott Limestons, which derives fts nama from holding
in vombination 43 per cent. of aarbonic acid, sulphate of lime, or
plaster of paris, or lims oombined with sulphutie acld sud the
phosghate of lime, or lime comlined with phosphorie acid,  These
All xbound raore or less in vegetahles, the sulphate particularly in
Claver and other grasses, the phoaphate in Datley, Turmips, and
Wheat, and the catbonate in slmoat all plants, 1t is evident,
therefore, that if these ingredicnts aro cwential to the organization
of plants, they must nesemarily exist in the aofl or be formed there
by & oliwmical procesy, or tha plants requiring them will fall for
want of these nocossary conistituents,  Lime is found in the ashos
of vegetalies, consoquently, must form part of their foads  If Hino
cither frosh Lurtit or slacked be mixed with maist vogetablo sub-
stanoes howaver liard or fibrous, it soon destroys their texture, and
forms a mixture the groater part ol which is soluble in water, thus
rendering what was proviously uscless, suitable for the food of
plants.  On the othier band it is injurious 2o mix quick lime with
vogetablo substances alteady soluble in water, or with ang sort of
dung or other animal manure, loest it takes up too much humic
acid.  Thalr, Professor of the ¥'s hool of Agricuiture, this
Jefines this asid—* Dosides the four cssential cJements of its com-
positions (vis, oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, and nitrogen) Iumus
1x> contains otlier substanoes in smnller quantitics, vis, phosphoric
and sulphutic scids combined with some base, and also with carths
and salts,  Every organie body in life adds to jtsclf tha raw mates
rials of nature and forins Jumus, wlilch incroaves as mern, animals,
and plants, $ncreasc in every portion of the carth,  Itisdiminished
by thu proceas of vegatatiun, and wasted by being carried into the
ocean by its waters, or it is carried inlo the atmosphere by the
sieney of the oxygen of the air, which converts it into gasccus
matter,  This substance hias buen called vegetable mould, it is the
result of sluw decomposition of organic matter in the carth, and is
found in the greatost abundance in rich garden mould, or old
neglected dung-hills, 1t varics somewhat in qualitics and compe-
sitiun, according to the substance from which it has been formed,
and the circumstances attending their deeny, 1t 33 the product of
vrganic pawor, such as ¢ pounded artificially, * There
are terms and phirascolog, 28 which can only be undurstood by those
scquainted with the techulealities of science, it is enough however
for the Farmer to know that these highly fertilizing matters are
nuthing but dung deprived of its gascous properties, which as
alrendy stated are equally fertilizing by the process of fermentation,
and which fs the first stage in which manurc is serviceable in cul-
tivation. T'o obtain this valuable food fer his crop, the farmer
only requires judiciously to deposit the raw materials—the dung in
the soil, nature will readily perform the manufacturing process,
the carbon, hydrogen, oxyges, and nitrogen, and all the salts and
a:‘xcts are furmed without any interference of man, and will ~ass
themselves agrecablo to the strict Jaws of Cheinistry,  The plants
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will acize upon thuwe gaees they require for suppott, Ly mesns of
their leavess whila their N8 are supplied from the humus ot
sluble matter formed hy these gancs duting the process of their
production bufore they ascend from the soil.  Fermentation (fanf
feredd o proceed too far, exhansty ity powers, and materially lewens
its valug; tho wind and the sun dinipata its virtney, and rin
washes, and wastes, lts Krtititing propecties,  Hence it follows,
that nothing can be more at variance with A Judisions system of
fatming, than the practice (too common in this country) of sllaw-
ing Bam manure to lay over during the summer soason, exposed
to the vicimitudes of the weather, under the pretext that the seae
sons are too shott 1o eart it out in theaprings and that the seeds
of woesls arg thereby destrayed, ceither of whish are vogent teasons
for such waste of property.

The diffvrenca between fresh and old, or rotten manute, ts nleely
illustrated by = scientifie English Farmer, and related by St
Humpheey Davy in his Ageicultural Clomistry. ¢ § filled,” he
wnyr, * & large retort capable of containing three pints of water with
some hiot fermented mantre, consisting prinelpally of thelitter and
dung of eattle, T adapted & simall teveivet to the reiote, 20 asto ool.
tect the condensible and elastio fluid which smight rise from the
dung. Tho reociver soon hecamo Tined with dew, and drops biegan
o a fow boure to trickle down tha sides of it Elsstia fluid slso
was generated. I throa days 35 eubio dnehes bad beon formedt,
which when amalyaed were found to contain 21 enbia inchos of
catbonic acidd gav, the remainder was hydro-carbonuts, mnixed with
somo azote, probally no more than existed in tha common air in
the reeciver,  Thy fluid matter collected in tha reccivar at theaame
time amtountoed {o noarly half an cunce .

Finding such products glven out from formented manures, 1
introduced the beak of anothier retort flled with similzr dung very
hiot at the same thne in the il amongst the roots of some grass in
the border of a gardon, inless than a wook & very distinct offeat
was produced on the grass upon tha spot cxponed te the influesca
of thie matter discogaged in fermentation, it grew with.much more
tuxuriance than the gross in any othicr part of the garden.

These experimunts must carry conviction te the mind, aud ought
10 fnfluence the judgement of every practionl farinet, sot only as
to the mode of applying the seantity (quantity which the presant
syatem of husbandry is annually decroasing in quantity as well as
quality, but his views oughi to cmbrace the geners! arrangemont
of his Farm, adopt a proper system uf rotation of erops—his bame
yard so planned ay to affurd every convenience within the smallost
compass consitent with comfort to himucf and his stock, mud
which, under proper nauagement, would in a few years not only
triple the quantity, but double the fenilizing quality of the whole
mass, “The first consideration then s to clinose the must eligible
situation for tho crection of lis Luildings. ‘The eentroofthe furm,
vr as near it as local circumstances admit, is in all cases the proper
site for his offices, and in planning them he stiould avoid necdioes
expence, at the same time give suflicient accommodation for casty<
ing on the improved mudo of husbandry,  These are the principal
points to be atteaded to.  The farm yard ought to be placed &
short distance from the dwelling-house, should front the south,
three sides of it forined by the bams and other ofices, and.in order
to admit the influcnce of the sun i winter the front should be
clused by a moveable low fence, and altiough & ccrtain degree of
moisture is necessary 1o the process of fermentation, still too great
aquantity is not ouly prejudicial to the manure formed ‘in the
yard, but alzo uncomfustable to thecattle, the rain, thercfore, which

]

£lls on the side of the roof next to the yard, should be conducted



Sorverempen

—

10

THE COLONIJAL FARMER.

away by a spout.  In order however to give a more accurate idea
of such arrangement, I bave drawn a rough sketeh of a general
plan, which may be enlarged or diminished, without altering the
design, to suit the views and convenicuce of the proprietor.

The cultivation of the Turnip is nuch neglected in this conntry,
especially it thiscounty where thesoil is well ndapted to its growth.
And as no crop whatever tends more to improve and envich a
country than theturnip by the opportunity it alfordsof cleansing the
soil, and the effect it has of producing o large quantity of excellent
manure for raising other crops. It is thercfore a most essential
part of the furmers duty to bring this crop to the higheat possible
petfection, - ‘

I have already stated that sandy soil is the most proper for rais-
ing turnips, yet a good crop may be obtained from a soil possessing
a considerable degree of clay, provided it he incumbent on an open
bottom. The sorts of Tusnip most gencrally esteemed are the
Ruta Baga or Swedish Turnip, and the yellow Aberdeen. The
Globe and Red top yield more in quantity to the acre but they are
not so nutritious, nor do they keep so well as the others, The
more clayey part of the farm should be selected for the Swedish
turnip, as it will be found to thrive better in a moderately adhesive
soil than in one that is very sandy. T'his plant requires a greater
yroportion of dung than the other kinds, and being dull in growth
it should be sown carly in June instcad of July, as is frequently
the case in Pictou where the culture is fast increasing.  The yellow
Aberdeen may be sown to advantage about the middle of June.

In preparing the soil for ‘Turnips much labor is necessary if it
hias not been previously brought uuder a proper system of manage-
ment, no certain number of ploughings can be specified as it must
be ploughed, harrowed, and weeded until properly pulverized and
thoroughly cleared of weeds, but if it bas been duly cultivated
three ploughings may be suflicient, the first before winter so as the
frost may pulverize it, the sccond after seed time in the spring, and
the last a faw days before the sowing commences, inungdiately after
the lust two ploughings the soil should be harrowed fine ‘o retain
snoisture, and all the roots of weeds, if there be any, picked out,
this is the-proper season for Iaying on-the lime aud which should
be done by spreading it carefully over the surface from ouc to two
hundred bushels per acre, and it must then e harrowed in and the
drills formed 26 inciies apart by a. turning of the plough,

The dunag is then drawn out apd placed in small heaps, cach row
spread.into five intervals the drills are then split which thoroughly
covers the dung, after.which the seed is deposited on the top of the
drill and carcfully rolled in by a light xoller. One of the most
material points in the culturc of Turnip is to preserve the sap in
the soil, this is accomplished by the dung being laid on, the drills
split, and the seed sown as quickly as possible after each other, and
in no tase should any more dung be applied than what is covereds
or any drills formed but what are sown within each period that the
hoxses-are in the-yoke, for if the =oil in contact with the seed be
dry.or so far scorched before the seed is sown-as to be deprived of
much moisture which it naturally holds, the cropis always a defec-
tive one even should @ shower fall shortly after sowing if drills are
allowed to .dry before the seed is sown. This circumstance can
only be accounted for by supposing that the natural sap in the
ground is-more uutritions and aceelerates the growth of the plant
‘etter than rain which cannot partahe of such fertilizing qualitivs

from its.recent introduction into the soil.
(T'o be Concluded in vur next No.)

. Hens.will, it is said, be Sure to furnish an exira quantity of egys.
if you deal to cach about a gill of vats per day,

From the Farmers® Cabinet.
PLAN OF A FARM—~STONE FENCE, &q.

Stn—~TI atn an Emigrant from the Old Country, where a great
portion of my life has been devoted to agriculture; bushandry, and
rural affiivs,  For many years before my emigration, I had con-
temsplated such an event with the greatest pleasure, the utmost of
my wishes being to obtain 100 acres of free land, uncultivated and
uneoclosed—with which 1 might do as I pleased. 3ut how dif-
ferently has my lot been east in this country, Iowevery I still
retuin all my preferences for such an coployment, and nothing
zives mie more satisfuction than to think and talk vver my ofd but-
tles, which I still hope some day to fight again—for

Where is tho wman,
Howuver wretched, or however poor,
That will not feed his mind with hope of bliss
Aund bappiness, reserv’d for bim to prove ?

In the meantime, every hour that can be spared from my engage-
.ments is spent in the agreeable employment of heariug and reading
all that is doing in the agricultural world; and onc of my greatest
pleasures is the perusal of your interisting pages,  In my book of
reminiscences, I often turn to a plan of such a farm as I hoped to
call my own, apd thinking that some of ‘your readers might be
amused with the description, I beg leave to presuit it for your
approval. It is entitled,

« Plan for enclosing land from the waste, and dividing into enclosures
of the most convenient form and size; adupted to new lands in
America.”

A square of land, 700 yavds each way, contains 100 acres, and
about an acre und o quarter as sjace for fences: it is proposed to
enclose it by dry stone walls,  The outer fence to be carried first,
after which, the jour inner or cross walls, according:to the accom-
ponying drawing :

16 8 16
8 ' 4 8
16 8 16

¢ Plan of enclosing Land,” &e.
Thus the land will, in the easiest and most convenient manner,
be at once divided into 4 ficlds of 1G acres each ;. 4 of B acres;;, and
a middle apartinent of 4 acresto be appropriated to the home-stead,
house, barn, stables, cattle-sheds aud yards, garden, orchards, and
enclosures fur raising sceds for the use of the farm and garden,
Cultivate, at-first, the 4 .fields of:8 acrés.only;.the rotation of crops
being raats, barley or oats,.clover, wheat. “Lhe4 fields of 16.acres
vach might, in the meen time, be top-dressed’ with lime, marl, and
compost, and fed with cattle and sheep, to be regularly changed
from pasture to pasture, upon those fields not devoted to tlic hay
crop.  When, at any future time, it should be.deemed desirable to
sub-divide those ficlds, two walls, carricd in the dircetion of the
dotted lines, will do the business most effectually, turning them
into 4 ficlds of Sacres each.  ‘This addition to the.cultivation of the
farm, will be found suflicient for some considerable time, the re-
maining two picees-of 16 acves cach, still continuing in pusture;
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for the secret of agriculture is to plough no more than can be well
dressed and eultivated,  ‘These sub-divisione can however, be con-
tinued until all the fields are square and contain 5 acres each. It
will be observed, that on this plan all the fences will be straight,
and the land thrown into such form as will admit of being enlti-
vated with the greatest ease and cconomy.

STONE FENCE—PROPER CONSTRUCTION.

My decided preference for stone walls over otl « Kinds of fence,
has been produced by an oppartunity of forming a judgment, to an
extent which scarcely any other person can expect to he favored
with; aud i every case, their superiority is searcely 1o be estimat-
ed. In the fiest place, s n writer observes, they ure major from
the day of their erection, and are most easily kept in vepair, for if
a portion should full, there ave the materials an the spot to rebuild
it, which is but the work of a few minutes.  And ify at any time,
it be desivable to shorte. the road from the homestead, or to save
adjnining crops from the injuvy of passing cuvts and cattle, it is
only to make a temporary breach and put in a gate, which can be
removed and the wall yebuilt in a very short time by any laborer
on the furm,  ‘Then the saving of land is very great, as the plough
might and ought to pass close to the foot of the wall, by which the
weeds and theje counsequences ave destrayed ; this gain will be
equal,‘in every-year, to the inierest of the sum expended in the
ercction. But the chicf recommendation of stone fences is, in the
shelter which they afford to cattle and sheep from every wind that
blows, and the facifity which they aflord for the ereétion of tempo-
rary or move prymanent sheds at the angles, to which the eattle or
sheep may retire, and be fed under cover, in stormy weather,
Indeed, in cvery point of view, stone fences have ever heen with
me the ne plus ullra of good wanagement. I know that in many
situations they are not to be obtained ; but where stone is plenti-
ful, they will be found the cheapest fence in the end, as well as the
test by far, both at the beginuing and end.  The expense of erce-
tion must vary according to circumstances. I have had’ the work
done for $2 puer pereh of 22 fect in length, ‘by 6 feet in height,

" quarrying the stone and carryiing included’; while in some situa-
© tions, I have given three times that snum for the same work : and

although it might not be practicable, in point of expense, to en-
close the whole farm with storic walls at first, yet, if at leisure

. times stones are carried to the line of the intended fence, and there
- deposited, to be put up when sullicient but for the erection of a
© single perch at a time, the work would be accomplished sooner

than could be imagined, once and for czer. 1 onght to say, how-

© ever, that T have learned, by long experience, it'is best in all eases,

to remave the surfuce of the earth upon which the wall is to be

erccted, for T have had miles of wall comnletely ruined by the frost |

of winter, which by penetrating the surfitce where it had not been
yemoved from under the wall, has lifted it up ; and when a thaw
has taken place, a subsidence in-the surfuce has done the business ;
those portions of the wall which hiuve not fullen have been soshaken
and twisted-nnd displaced, that the appearance has led me to wish
that it had all gone ; while all: attempts at repaiving have only
added to the-unsightly mass,

I have never erccted walls less than 5§ feet under the coping, 6

feet'in their whole height ; if they were lower; the cattle would:
displace the top stones by rubbing, and many sheep would Jeap

them 3 besides; in-point of shelter, the foot and half on the top is |

worth more than three feet at bottom,  Finishing the coping with
mortay, in the neighbonthood 'of the home-tead, as well asat every
gateway, is an excellent practice; the expensc -is not great, but
the advantages are.

When I' look upon this © Plan of a Farm," aud in imagination'
have.covered the different enclosures with heavy crops, and stocked
them with eattle-and sheep, X am sometiines Jed tw believe that 1
am placed out.of my element ; but vesignation is the part of true
wisdom. In-the-mean while, wheu T can steal an hour from my
avocations, I cross overto Jersey by one of the steam boats, make
for-the iiearest wood, and‘luxuriate in the shade. But these are
angels’ visits, few and fur-botween ; few as they are, however, they
are sufficient to satisfy we-that the general belief, that New Jersey
lies under--the bann of sterility, is unjust, and I appeal fou the
truth of what I say, to many of the land-holders themsclves, who,
not satisfied with crops in succession, must have double crops—a
crop of grain, &e., and a crop of weeds at the sume time, the latter
often predominating.

Some time ago, I saw a person earthing his corn with the plongh
at the expense of his second crop, which had attained the height of

his horsed  To be sure, there are honorable exceptions to this too
general practice, but it mast be admitted, they show the impres-
sion of the angel's fuot upon them.—The prettiest spot, and per.
haps the most fertile, within the limited range of my peregrinations,
iz at Cooper's point, a triangular ficld adjeining the house, at.pre-
sent under a fine crop of squash or pumpkin 3 some time since, I
snw 2 man with-a Jarge horse and a very small plough, cultivating
the intervals hetween the rows, one furrow at a time, on o soil
where a sharp knife and a couple of rabbits would have been equal
to the task.  Many of the weeds cseaped the operation of the
plough, which, { supposed would have been immediately eradieated
by the hand 3 but I found, on iy Iast visit, that they kad been
preserved, and in consequence of the culture which they bad re.
ceiver, were most luxurient, promising an e¢normous crop of sced
and ecarly maturity,

But I' acknowledge that my present situation has advantages fur
which I ought to be grateful. X can, in the way above mentioned,
visit invisibly my farming friends.  Plough with one, sow with a
sccond, reap with a third, pick fruit with a fourth, animadvers
upon the labors of a filth, enjoy without envy the large possessions
af & sisth, and lope that a seventh will get his farm into hetter
order, and repair his premises before I visit him again, and all this
without cither labor or cost on my part, according to the senti-
menis of that fine old song, which ought to be in the mouth of
every American farmer, and which I entreat you to,transplant
into your pages for the wse of future generations, marking the
verse before the last, as expressive of the feelings contained in the
latter part of this my long, and I fear, uninteresting communica.
tion. . T B. W,
Kensington, 29th July, 1838,

FARMER'S SONG.
No glory T covet, no riches I want,
Awbition is nothing to me;
The one thing I beg of kind ITeaven to grant,
Is u mind independent and free—

With passions unrufiled, untainted with pride,
By reason, my life let me square ;

The wauts of my nature are cheaply supplied,
And the rest is but folly and care.

The Wessings which Providence frecly has lent,
'l justly and. gratefully prize;

While sweet meditation and cheerful content,
Shall make me both happy and: wise.

T the pleasures the great man's possessions display,
Unenvied I'll ehallenge my part. .

For e¥'ry fair ohject.my cye can survey
Contributes to gladden my heart,

How vainly, through ignorant strnggle and strife,
‘I'he many,.their laburs employ !

Since all that is truly delightful in life,
Is what all, if they will, may enjoy.

ITarvesting Tnotan Conn.—Tt appears from many experiments
tricd 1 the Umited States that the old custom of topping Indian
Corn stalks for fodder diminishes the crop necarly one fifth, and
that the most profitable way of harvesting both the corn and-the
stalks is,.to cut it up close to the ground. as soon as the grain is
glazed, orso hard that it cannot Le cut by the finger nail, and
without binding it into sheaves, form it into stooks-well bound to-
gether at the top, but considerably spread at the butts.  In about
a fortnight it will be fit to busk, and the stalks may either-be
stacked, or stowed in 2 mow formed of alternate layers of stalks and
straw. The advantage of this method is, the corn is-very nearly:as
heavy as if the stalks had not been cut; there is little or none
damaged by wet—the fodder is of superior quality—and if frost
should -happen it cannot injure the corn after-it has been cut a.few
days.

Erreers of Trvrerancr.—Among the Quakers, one in ten
lives to eighty years of age; of the general population of Londen
only one 1 forty reaches that age.
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ON MANURES.

¢ In the year 180G, I was one afternoon leaning over the prave
of Burns, and reading the plain iuscription on his tomb.stone
creeted in the churchi-yard of Dumfries.  ‘Uhis town was the con-
cluding scene of the Scottish Bard ; and here terminated his follies
and his crimes, the lust breathings of his muse and of bis Jife, ¥
was indulging in oue of those wnods, in which pain and pleasure
are so equally blended, that the mind is thrown into a sort of de-
lightful melancholy : for while I setraced wany gay and lively
recollections, I was forced by present objects to cheek the risiug
emotions, and cmbitter them with gricf  Iis enchanting and
splendid verses were contrasted, in the eyo of fancy, with the dark
shades of his character; the strength and manly independence of
his intellect with the silly and incoustant waverings of his moral
perceptions 3 the bright and promising morning of ltis life with the
ominous and black clond, which settled on the evening of his days,
1 was rivetted to the spot; tears filled my cyes; my whole soul
was absorbed in contemplation ; it was a moment of rich enjoyinent.
A slow auit fultering step struck my car, and turning round I dis-
covered an emaciated, but vencrable figure approaching, in the last
deerepitude of old age.

 Stranger, said he, you are paying the tribute of respect to the
memory of our poet; and 1 must beg pardon for this abrupt in.
trusion.”—There was such an air of pood nature in the old man,
heightened by the sense of his helplessness, that I addvessed him
frankly inseply, and showed no reluctance to engage it conversa-
tion.—He sketched to me, with all the loquacity characteristic of
his years, the habits, the faults, the drunken broils of the man,
while at the same time lie appeared an ardent admirer of the faith.
ful colouring, the playful wit, the winning sprightliness of the
writer.

¢ Come, said he, along with me to the hillock where Burns alter
nately brutified his senses, or exalted them by the varied inspira-
tions of nis lyre,” I accompanied him, and we ascended together
the mound of carth, on the top of which is the scat—ounce the fa-
vourite haunt of this immortal and extraordinary genius; and alike
yemarkable for witnessing his fits of intoxication, and in favoured
intervals, hiy cflusions of poctic rapture. It is still shown to the
cmious, lies within the precincts of the town, and commandsa fine
prospect of the surrounding country.  We scated ourselves on the
grassy turf; and grown familiar by an interchange of scatiment,
we conversed on the most intimate footing.—Irom Burus we soon
passcil to other topics, possessing novelty or interest. »

« The country, said 1, in every direction around, and wherever
I have travelled, is mostly arable, and highly eultivated.  The red
and white wheants. prevail universally, and are sown scemingly by
the farmers in equal quantities,”

“ Yes; replied the old man, there is a wonderful change in this
distziet, since I was of your age; for 1 canrecollect the time, when
there were neither inclosures nor wheat in all this country.”

Is it possible, I answered, that-all these improvements are of
so yecent a date, as to be within the reach of your remembrance
3 should like, if you would relate to me the ancient state of the coun-
try, the condition of the tenants, and the progress of agriculture,”

That 1 shall do with all my heart, rejoined my acquaintance, his
eyes brightening as he spoke ; for like myself he scemed fond of
ilie subject,

I was born, continyed bie, in 1719 in Lochmaben, and am now
87 years of age,  The oldest thing T recolleet, is the great riot
whiclt:took place, thronghout the whole of this shire, in 1724, in
consequence.of the landed proprietors beginning to enclose their
estates on purpose to stock them with black cattle.  The small
tenaots were turned out, to make way for this improvement : and
the ground: was then fenced by a sunk ditch and-wall, ¢alled then
park-dikes. Great distress was. felt in the country on account of
this alteration; and the tenantry vose in 2 mob, and with pitch-
forks,.spades, and mattocks proceeded-to level all these enclosures,
from the.one end of the country to the other, My father-was un.
fortunately concerned in that disturbance ; and after it was quelled
by the help of two troops.of dragoons hrought from Edinburgh, he
was banished to the American plantations for biscerime. 1 lived
afterwards, and. was brought up with my uncle in Nithdale, ahout
20 miles henee, who rented there a small farm of 100 acres, and T
assisted him in working it. ‘The general produce of all this coun-
try was grey oats ; although the gentlemen in their eroft or bist
fands raised also 2 little bear or bigg, and some white oats; yet
the soil was by all mes believed incapable of producing wheat ;

CII ¥

and aceordingly it was never tried,  Oury food
of these grey oats parched, or burned oot of the ear and gronnd in
a hollow stone by the hand ; of milk 5 of *kail 5 f groats; with
never more than one ewe killed at Martinmas for the family.  The
liouses were generally built of mad, and covered with thateh 3 and
the cloatliing was of rratpING—n coarse twilled stuff manufictured
at home, from the black aud: white wool mixed together. Hats
and shoes were only worn by the gentry ;5 and even they often ap-
pearcd at church with a coat of their wives’ making.  Potatoes
were not introduced till 1725, and at rst were cultivated with
mucl care, and in small patchies  ‘They were carried to the great
towns on horses' bitcks, and retailed at an high price by pounds
and ounces. It was about the year 1735, when they eame into
common use, and before that period, there was often great scarcity
of fuod, sometiures Lordering on famine in this fine country, which
was then accounted incapalile of raising bread for its scanty popu-
lation.  Dumfries at present contains more inhabitants than were
then in the whole county : and 20 acres are now more productive
than 200 in those days.  Such was the low state of husbandry, that
the principal supply came from Cumberland, on the other side of
the Esk; and I mysclf have witnessed on the Wednesdays, which
from time immemorial have been our market days, sad scenes of
real distress ocensioned by the swelling of the river, which pre-
vented the carriers from bringing forward the meal ; as the'want
of bridges often interrupted all commuaication.

1 have scen, proceeded the old man with greater animation, and
pointing with ¢he staff’ in his hand, all that country before ug
covered and overgrown with *whins and broom, and not a single
vestige of these hedges and stone walls which cross and interscet
the whole landseape. A few sheep and black cattle picked ‘the
scanty herbage ; and they were prevented from eating the growing
carn, cither by a herd-boy who tended them, or by a temnporary
fence erected every year,  The common people very often collected
nettles in the field, of which they madeakind of coarse soup thick-
ened with oatmeal and enriched, on great days, by a picce of but-
ter as a Juxury. ‘The state of Scotland from my birth up to 1745
was miserable in the extreme: the lower classes were ill fed, ill
cloathed, and il lodged ; and there wis no revival w their cireum.
stances till the introduction of potatoes and lime,

OfF potatees and of lime, repeated I, I can pereeive some reason
why the first should improve their condition, but what connexion
had the last with.it?

Lime, continued my instructor, operated with more success.on
the prosperity of the country than potatoes; and I loak upen it as
the best friend we ever saw, ,

Explain yourself saiil I; for all this scoms mysterious, apd §
cannot conceive, how lime could have wrought such enchantment.

To-your satisfuction, then, T shall account for it; and my present
views have not been altered for the last 20 years of my life.  Se-
venty years ago, in 1738, there was no lime used for building in
Dumfries, eacept a little made of cockle shells, burnt at Colvend,
and brought on horses® backs a distance of twenty-two miles. All
the houses were cither composed of mud-walls, strengthened by
upright posts and thicse bound and connee:ed together by wattled
twigs; or they were built of stone laid, not in mortar, but in luy
or moist loam. The whole town was a collection of dirty, mean,
and frail hovels, never exceeding one story ; hecause the materials
had not strength or firmness to bear more.  These buildings were
so perishable, and siood in nced of such constant-propping, that
people never thought of expending time, labour, and money onthe
comforts of a habitation, which was to fall into ruius during the
course of their lifotime, Old Yrovost Bell's house, which was
founded in 1740, is the only one now remaining of the ancicut
town: and although the nnder story was built with clay, the two
upper were laid in lime which is the cause of its long standing,

Between the years 1750 and 1760, the old mud-wulls gave place
to those of stone laid in mortar; and from that period, there has
been a visible and rapid improvement. Houses acquired perma-
nence, descended from father to son, and the Jabouss of one genera-
tion were enjoyed by the ext.  To lime, then, we owe these stately
edifices, with all the comforts and conveniencies they confer; and it
henee contributed, in a remarkable degree, to the refinement and
polish. of private life.

* A species of greens used in Scotland for broth and called Cole-
wart.
¥ Furze.
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I€ to this fossil, continued the old man, we arc indebted for the
B stability of our towns, we are under greater obligations for its un.
precedented cilects on the powers of the carth. Wheat and clover
[ would not thrive in the county of Dumtfries, or in the Stewartry of
B Kiikcudbright, till lime was plentifully incorporated with the soil 3
and after its introduction, the furmers beeame rich, Jand advanced
in value, the produce was multiplied tenfold, population inercased,
and these counties quickly rose to their present unexampled pros-
perity. Inmy younger days, it cost much toil to raise on wy
B uncle's farmy 2 or 2} bolls of grey oats per acre, and after taking
B one or two crops, tite ground Jay for four or five years in natural
grass, which was coarse and unpalatable to the cattle.  “The rente—
& ouly 25 64 per ncre—we found great difficulty in scraping toge.
ther, and we fell on a thousand shifts to accomplish it.  Now ; the
B same farm is rented at £3-10s  per acre, is kept under constant
& cropping, rears excellent wheat, is wholly drained and enclosed,
B supports a gentecl family. in.all the comforts of life, and one year's
rent of it is double tho sum, which could have purchased it nltoge.

B soil, that has endowed it with productive powers, and that supports
all the plenty and prosperity. you have been admiring, as you
travelled through the district.——He paused; I looked in his
k face, and a glow of animatian had overspread the paleness of age.
8 1is right hand was extended in an impressive posture, und his iefe
rested on his staff.  The peneil of Titian conld not have done him
half justice. I rosc and bowed; we came down together, and I
M retived to my apartment in the inn, to note down the.particulars of
this interesting conversation."—Extracts from Agricola, Letter 27.

BUTTER.

The practico of the Dutch in Holland and of the Germans in
Pensylvania of cooling their milk immediately after it is drawa
from the cow, ie caleulated to abridge the labor of the dairy and to
f improve its products. During the hot weather of summer milk
hecomes coagulated in 24 hours after milking, and before the whole
‘of the eream has visen to the surfuce; afler which no more cream
f rises, By reducing the temperature nearly all the ereamn rises in
24 hours.  In Pensylvania milkhouses of stone or brick, built over
springs, are common.  In these the milk is kept in a temperature
of 50.t0 55.degrees, although the exterior heat may be 90. When
Bsprings are not convenient, milk cellars are constructed under
@ ground, and water to reduce and-kecp down the heat supplied by
pumps.  In Holland, where springs do not abound, cvery dairy is
§provided with a water, tighf pit, termed a koclbak, built of brick or
gstone; they are abiout six foet in length, three in breadth, and two
in depth. Thesc:are filled with water by a pump, which is gene-
grally scen at one end, and the fresh drawn malk, in brass pitchers
gdmade for the purpose, is deposited in it o two hours and frequently
Hstirred ; this cooling process is found of great advantage iin causing
Bthe cream to separate rapidly and abundantly from the milk. The
Bunilk is then strained, placed in shallow pans, and remaius. in the
mitk cellay, which adjoinsand is sunk.a fow steps below the Zoclbak,
Bwhere it remains. for 24 hours, and is then skimmed, — Cultivator.

f Cavses or tue Decay oF Tunvirs.—The following is sub-
Emitted to the opinion of all that are interested. in the inquiry made
jin the: first number of the present volumie of the New Genesce
§ Farmer, which is for the cause of the deeay of Rute Laga Turnips.
f I have comc to the conclusion that carly sowing in warm scasons,
gwill lead to the true cause.  When turnips are-forward in the sea-
Bson, they fuil for want of sufficient moisture during tlic extreme
Bwarm and dry weather, which cfftets the heart or centre of the
turnip, and commenees the decay, which first appears hy the top
turning yellow when the outside appears sound and heslthy, This
Beffect is produced op large turnips, when small ones will escape.
R Another cause may sometimes be observed.  After the turnip is
gucarly matured, wet weather will produce a new life, and cause
them to crack open, and during warm weather, water standing in
gthe crevice will cause the deeay.

§ It ray be well to state, that the turnip and cabbage tribes,
& flourish.best in a climate sumething cooler than the summer in this
§scetion, and that warni, dry weather is equally injurious to both.
 Lherefore, the time of sowing should be delayed as long as possi-
ble, arid have them mature hefore the winter foo nearly approaches,
gunless some is wanted for early use.~ Genesee Farmer,

ther 65 years ago.—It is lime, that has warmed and meliorated the.

From the Yunkee Farmer.

MANURE—BEET—ROCKWELD—KELP--RUTA

BAGAS.

¥ fecl mysclf eallud wpon to say something by way of offsct for
the groat pleasure and profit T have received by perusing the com..
munications of practical armers in our several Agricultural
Jousnals, on the important subject of the cultivation of the soil.
1 do not, however, expeet to repay all the obligat’ons 1 feel in this
respect by whatever I can say of iny own practice adia furmer.

1 am pleased to see an inercased intesest taken arang Farmas
in augmienting their manure heaps It s indeed beginningiat the.
vight cud, It is in this alune that can dispel the darknesswhich
has long hung over aur New-Ingland Agriculture.  Mauy things,
offensive to goad taste and neatniess, when lying about our yards
and fields, if conveyed to the compost hicap, make very valuable.
additions to it. :

Peat is of geat value for the basis of a compost heap ; or-for
laying in the yards where swine are hept. I bave a cellar.under.
the stable whero iy stock is kept in which is deposited the mate.
rials colleeted for making compost. I took fifty Joads of furty
bushels cacly, from this cellar last spring, of first rate -compost:
manyre, made by the droppings ol two cows gluring the fall and:
winter, and two horses that work on the road most of the timey Lo
this was added, as occasion required, soil from theroand side, and:
ather places, and swamp muck obtained by ditehing a low meadow.
‘F'his season I think I have added much to the value of this com-
pust, by adding several loads of rockweed and kelp 3 which by:its
highly putreseent qualitics, acts-an important part in-altering and:
decompusing peat, muck,,and other casths with- which -it way.
come in contact, My manner of using it, -is to .put a layer six:
inches thick in the cellar and cover it with a foot or more: of peat.
The swine, which ave slways kept in the cellar, are left to do-ther
rest, and in their cagerness to come at the Kelp, they soon have: it
well incorporated with the other ingredients.

Many of the knowing ones shook their licads at e for carting the .
kelp so far (18 miles,) but I am confident I am well paid. .jors the-
expense, by its value in. the compost beap.  Tor those that.arer
located near the sea shore, this, is tudeed a valuable:rdsource; and .
I have no doubt that it may be carted cight -or ten miles withs
manifest advantage,  In some parts.of Ivcland .it is carried forty.
miles, and it is thought to be of more value in Jand than near Ahe-
shore,

Arcorvespondent in your last No. asks if carly sowing is not the
cause of the decay of Ruta Bagas? I had this scason three lots of
Ituta Bagas; one.lnt was sowed the first week in June, oncelot
about the twentieth of June, and.the other was sowed thie fivst week
in July. They were harvested the last of October, and there was
no perceptable difference in the lots—ahout one fifth of the whole
ivere rotten and were carried to the compost heap.

IIanson, Mass. Teb. 94, 1841,

WHITE CARROT.

Extracts from a letter from Sir C. M. Bgrreﬂ, Bart. to the
Editor of the Sussex (England) Express: .

“ Knepp Castle, November 3.

Sin—DPerceiving on perusal of your last Lxpress, your notice
respecting the premiums oftered for specimens of ‘Turnips and
Mangel Wurtzel, with accompanying statements of their culture,
I trouble you with the following statement in support of my.last
years published opinion on the preference of the white cattle carrot
over that of the parsnip for agricuitural purposes, and which was
made in consequence of a letter from a correspondent in the Lewes
Advertiser, advocating the growth of the parsaip, in which 500
bushels per acre-was stated as the produce.  Conceiving from my
then crop of white carrots, grown on a very indiffevent field, the
yicld of wlhieh was 1000 bushels per acre, that their culture wfm‘!d.
Bie more advantageous on stiff soils than that of the parsnip, with a
return of about a moicty of the produce only. 1 laid o compara-
tive statement of my crop before the publie, that agriculiutists of
intelligence and spirit might try the results by sowing both sbrts
on a similar quality of land.  Tut satisficd as T am myself of the *
preference of the white carvot on my fann to all other roots fit for
cattle. I again sowed four acres broadeast on laid of better qua-
lity this year, and so far as experience shows, in the yaising and
bousing abuut half my crop, there will be, as near a3 we catvdes <
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termine, about 1300 hushels to the acre, afler separation from the

tops; and considering the depth from whence their nourish-
ment is obtained (in one instance no less than 3 feet 6% inches), 1
do not consider it as a very scourging crop.” * kreeworking,
decp soile, well and decply drained and subsoiled suit best for the
cuitivation of the White Carrot."—JYunkee Furmer.

Winrr Canror AcarN.~=A few weeks since, we gave an account
of this root, valuable on nccount of its superior yield, its excellence
for the table, and convenience in digging, on account of its grow-
ing partially out of the ground. The speciinens at our oflice have
heen examined, dissected and remarked upon by many good judges
of vegetables,  Some of them think that it isa bybrid produced by
across of thi carrot and pavsnip ; others that it is a distinet spe-
cies, and should iiave some other name.  In shape, this carrot docs
not taper ofl like most other carrots, gradually from the top, but it
holds its size in some cases till near the middle of the voot. The
tops aré like those of other carvots,  There is a layer on the out-
sido of about one third of an inch in thickness, on a carrot of inid-
dling size which nay Ue veadily pecled off'; this has a strong taste
of fennel 3 it also has the smell of the parsnip, and a slight parsuip
taste is perceptible. ‘The taste of the carrot is not so readily
noticed, and in some it would not be perceived st all.  The inner
part ha: a different taste; in some that Lad laid a short timein our
room, and bueome o little shrivelled, the part within the Jayer we
have named, had the taste both of the chesnut and the Ruta baga,
When boiled it is sweet and excellent, but no peculinr taste that
would induce a person to suppose it was a earsot or parsnip. It
is far superior to the common ycllow earrot, and cqual, or superior
to the fine, tender, delicate kind called “ carly horn,” we prefer it
to a goad beet, but should chovse to have both for the sake of va-
riety, In our previous account we showed that the white carrots
were twice as lurge as the long orange, or yellow Altringham,
sowed promiscuously togetier. 'We think that so great a differ-
ence was produced by the disadvantages of a dry svil, dry season,
and waut of manure, which the white bore remarkably well and
produced noble roots, Under favorable civenmv:stances for a good
crup, we think the difference would be less, but still important, so
much so, as to be worthy of particular attention.  We consider the
propeity of this root to bear up under disadvantages among its
great cxcellencies.— Yankec Farmer.

e [
From the Cultivator,

RESPECTABILITY OF THE PROFESSION OF A
FABRMER.

“ The Roman in the better days of his country, knew something
of the dignity of labor, but in the long darkness of Gothic night
which followed, war and the chase were the only pursuits supposed
to befit those of * gentle blood.” In other words, butchery and
rapine, during a portion: of the time, and the pursuit of a hare or
deer, with hounds and horng and troops of menials, during the re-
mainder, were supposed to be the only aceupations becoming the
“ high born and noble.” The tiller of the soil was a serf—a bonds.

man. The Feudal age, with its barbaric pomp, has passed away.
The plough has passed over the mouldering relics of baronial pride.

The cultivator of the soil is no longer a beast of burthen ; his oc-

doctors riding on one horse,” has passed into a proverb,  Hundreds
of young broken merchants, many of them the sons of farmers, and
who started fife with a capital, which united with industry would
have made them prosperouns nnd imlopomlent farmers, are now
eating the bitter bread of poverty.  Politics too supports its class
of non-p\'mluccrs, and its avenues to preferent are choked with
crowds of eager votaries, four.fifths of whom must necessarily be
disappointed ;—and even the fortunnte fow, at the fiest gization of
the potitieal wheel, are cast upon the world—out of business.—and
with habits nequired which wouid render business irksome, and
conncet the idea of mauunl labor with that of intolerable degrada.
tion. Iow many such men might exclaim in the spirit of Woolscy,

« Had I but served mysclf with half the zeal

I sorved my party, 1 should not, in mine age

UHave Leen left naked to mine enemies,”
There is another class of non-praducers not to he omitted in thie
catalogne—the speculators—those lords of paper domains —~those
rare urchiteets, who like the Genii of the Arabiun tales, built up in
a single night gorgeous cities in the distunt wilderness--those al.
chiemists who beat them of old, for they discovered that wandious
clixir (fouud to consist of avarice and credulity in cqual parte)
whicle transmuted covery thing to gold—DBangor pine trees, and
Rtocky mountain “city lots 1" but their gold—* like to the apples
on the dead sea’s shore, all ashes to the taste,”—has proved but a
sorry counterfeit,

It is not my design to invoke prejudice agninst the leamed pro.
fossions, or against any honest ealling.  The merchant is a necos-
sary instrument of the farmer, Ile works for the farnner and ho
receives his pay.  Ile receives his products, or the avails of theme—
transports them to distant markets, and brings him back the pro-
ducts of other countrics and climes. The lawyer is a necessary
evil so long as vice and perversity shall continue to exist in the
world, Hois asnccessary to repel the encroachments of viciows
and quarrelsome men, as the dog and the rifle are to drive ofl' the
assaults of noxious beasts and vermin,  We cannot dispense with
the leech uatil the “ itls that flesh is heie to ™ have become extinet
Lefore that ¢ physical perfectability of the human speeies” whose
possibility is contended for by Dr. Gralam1 It is to be feared
however that the time of its accomplishinent is yet far distant,
‘Though these and varions other classes of nonproducers are to be
tolerated, nay respected, where they work worthily in their voca.
tion, though they ave to be placed on a social cquality with any
other class of citizens, I ask are they to be laoked up to as a supe-
rior or privileged caste, by the producers?  Shame on the thought !
Docs any farnier think he is placing his children ina “higher vank,”
* making gentlemen of them,” by making them Lawyers, Dactors,
or Merchauts2  Shame an bis abjeet soul!  Doces any young son
of the soil court and repine after that patent of gentility which is
conferred by the tailor, the jeweller, and the boot maker, on the
sons of idleness?  Away with such a serf in spirit!—let him be-
gone to his jidols! ¢ * ¢ ¢ T would not preach up a crusade
agaiust the legal or any other profession. I would not drag them
down, but I would raise tke producer up—raise him up in his own
estimation. I would sound a tywinpet peal in his car to arise and
assert the dignity of bis calling.  Man was formed to Jabor and to
he useful.  The primal curse of labor was a blessing in disguise.
‘There should be 1o drones in the great hive of humanity. Labor

cypation has risen from a mere bandicraft to a proft calling

bles its followers.  “Lhe farmer as he goes forth:in his ficlds to-

for the exerciss of talents, and the application of scientilic princi.
ples;—but nepwithstanding all this he bas not yet attained to the
true relative digujty of his station among his fellow men.  Among
the privileged prders of the old world manual Jabour is still regard-
ed as a.degradation.  In our own country, though the f-cling does
not prevail to the same extent, it is casy to discover traces of the
same absned and unmanly prejudice.  How rarely do we witness
an instance of & professiunal man, or a merchant voluntarily edu-
cating his children to honest toil—to become producers instead of
consumers? and worse than this, the farmer himself, false to the
diguity of his calling, not unfrequently exhibits an itehing desire
to save his children from a life of labour ! This diminution of pro-
ducers and increase of consumers, is one of the marked causces of
the disasters which have fullen on our pation. In this mania to
escape labor, every profession and every pursuit not requiring
bodily toil has been overstocked.  What is more counmon than to
witness in some of our smallest villages, which should scarcely sup-
port two lawycrs, a score of attoraeys, rendered greedy by want,
and obliged to promote litigation to obtain their bread! < Two

converse with nature and nature's God, fcls his soul dilate and
expand under the benigu influences about him.  ‘I'be bright-sun,
the refreshing breeze, the genial shower, are all blessings from a
parent’s hand.  As he casts his eyc upon the distant prospect, glit-
tering in the auroral light of spring, or fading into the sober hues
of autumn, his feclings harmonize with the outward agencies which
surround bhim, Ile stands as it were in the visible presence of his
Creator, and and sclfishness are rebuked.  There is no
hum of excited crowds to drown the small still voice of reason.and
conscience. Ile stands ercet in the conscious digunity of a man,
honest toil hath given him the nerves and physical vigor of 2 man
—reason, reflection, conscience, and brothicrly love have expanded -
his soul to the dimensions of that of aman. The true farmer isa
philantbropist, he labors, not only to provide for his own wants,
and wants of his family, but, ic is urged by a constant desire to
lcave the world better and more beautiful than he found it,—to
add to the stock of human comforts, and render them accessible to
the poor and the lowly. ¢ * ¥ ¢ Lord Townsend, who received
the appellation of Turrip Townsend from the wits of a lcentious
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coust for having introduced the culture of that useful vegetable
R into England, has conferred a wore lasting benefit on his country
3 ¢lan all the popinjays who have spread their Lutterfly wings in the
susshine of Court froimn the days of William the Counqucror to thuse
b of Queen Victoria,  Was it De. Johnson who remarked of some
one sheeringly, that his conversation savored af Unllocks# Yot the
world would have heen better off without a Juhnson, than without
a Colling or a Bakewell. Every generatien produces its literary
great, but not every generation nor every age produces men eapable
of originating groat and sigual improvemeuts in those important
departments of human industry which give susisteuce to millivns.
N Wiy should the breeder be sneeredat? - Is not the artist coressed?
B And what is tho breeder but an artist in the great studio of pature ?
B Tlic one chisels ihe shapcless marble into forms of beauty—the
other moulds flesh and blood, and gives beauty aud value to the
uusightly and the worthless.  Is the latter pursuit then unworthy
of a gentleman and wan of taste?  Is he wio strives to brautify
and adorn this fair world, instead of a gallery or a palace--he who
B labors to restore animated nature to her forms of primal beauty,
engaged in a vulgar or tasteless pursuit? It strikes me on the
contrary that no occupation is niere congenial to a pure and elevated
B tasic,  No man more than the agriculturisthasconstantly presented
B Leforo him images of inward and outward beauty,  Douksand the
trcasures of art arc s accessible to him ns to others,—nature and
R liis fellow man wear for bim their loveliestaspect.  The merchant
is broughit coustantly in collision with venality and avarice—the
f jolitician with sclfishness and anbition, and both learn to disesteem
g their fellow men.  The physician spends_ his 1if amidst ulcerous
¥ sorvs, the pangs and the moanings of decaying hunanity,and nature
must ever wear o him the nspeet of a great cliurnel house,  The
B lawyer is called to probe the yet darker ulgers of the soul,  Iis
¥ oy constantly rests upon guilt, and his car must drink iu its poi-
B luted tale.  Envy, malice, hate, avarice, and all the blacker pas-
Bl sions, assuming more specious names, claim him as their champion.
If he resist, as some have nobly resisted, ne most yet meet and
i combat them; he must live in their polluted atwmosphere ; he must
feel that they are the clements of his subsistence ; ho must feel
that he lives on, and out of the contentions of his fellow men,
The occupation of the Agriculturist does not of itself necessarily
B Lring liim in contact, or but slightly, with man’s moral or physicul
infirmities.  The world is not to him a great * whited scpulelire,”
B 1ts sunoy smile is not a mask hiding the features of vice and wo.
A-demon scowls not forth on him from beneath every flower that
throws beauty and perfume over the path of life.  He rejoices that
hie is a mah—he feels a fraternal fove for the great brotherhood of
man,  And shall the agriculturist “Jook up* to men, who if not
B his inferiors are in no respect his superiors?  Shall fis sons flee
away into other occupations that they may be “gentlemen 2 A
better day X trust is dawning.  The time will soon come, if it has
not now vome, when no talents however gicat, and no education,
however finished, will be supposed to be thrown away when de-
voted to the improvement of agriculture,  Let the,Agriculturists
fassert the dignity of their calling, and who dare gainsay it2® *

LS. R.

Marsune.—Arthur Young took five equal portions of a ficlds
M oic portion of which ho manured with dry cut straw; a second
Quith straw soaked five hours in fresh urine; a third with straw

MR three days; and to the fifth portion he applied nothing. ‘The
@vhole was tilled alike, and sown with grain. The product in
forain, of the first was thirty ninc, of the second fifty, of the third
Rsixty-three, of the fourth one hundred and twenty-six, ard of the
funwanured portion vine.  In weight of grain and straw, the pro-
Bduct of the several portions, in thé order above named were found
Rto be, 100, 120, 130, 300, and 48, This experiment affords a
Woretty conclusive demonstration of the value of vegetable matter as
Jfood for plaiits, and particularly of the fertility inparted by the
gurine of animals. It indicates the propricty of so constructing our
Bcattle yards and stable floors as to concentrate this liguid, and
W vhere there s no cistern to xetain it, of applying straw or other
BRlitter to refain it . 5

:oaked in like monner fifteen hours; a fourth with straw soaked |

THE SLEASON.
‘This continues sbmething warmer than the average of Novascotia
summers.  Grain is free from rust near to lalifax, and a heavy
crop, Potators in gencral promise moro than an average csop.
Turnips that were sowed early have succeeded well ; this crop for
the two last years had been so generally destroyed by the turnip
grub, that few have been sowed this season ; but these vermin ap-
pear to be grealy diminished, and will probably do but Tittle harm
this year.  Showers have been frequent, but small, and the brooks
are rather low.  Very rarely has there been o butter crop scen on
the clayey hills.  From this deseription we must excepta cone
siderable part of the County of Hants, which has suffered much
from a severe drought, attended, in many places, with swarms of
Grasshoppers.  These inscets have also been very destructive on
some small tracts which did vot suffer with drought. We mny
also cxcept from the gencral duscription o part of the Eastern
shore near Canso, where, owing to the abundance of rain in June
there is an uncommonly large crop of hay. We have not had on
the Southern coast the usual allowance of chilly South West sca
breezes in the afterncons of our warm days.  Somctimes after &
shower o North wind has sprung up, but almost invariably within
twenty-four hours it has shifted to a point South of West, with an
increase of heat.  “U'he Blueberry, which had faifed for some ycars,
produces an uncommon crop.  And the Beech, which has gene-
tally failed cver since the commencenent of the cold seasons, is
now covered with nuts.—IIay in the County of Digby is, thissea®
soi, above an average crop.

When Potatocs are nearly ripe the leaves begin to fall from the
atems, and the surfuce of the ground between the vows s laid open
to the sun 3 it will be nccessary at this time to go over-the field
and carefully cover all the potatoes which have their ends rising
above the surfuce, as they would if left uncovered soon acquirea
green color and be rendered unfit for use, and should carly frosts
happeén, these uncovered parts would be frozen, and if not carcfully
separated in digging would not only rat in the cellar themsclves,
bnt also rot the sound potatoes in contact with them. This pre-
cautioh is particularly necessary for the red apple patatoe, now
very commonly planted, ns it forms its crop very near the surfaée.

‘The 200 copics of Jackson's Treatise upon farming and dairy
Husbandry have arrived, and any of the Agricultural Sceictics can
now supply themselves with this valuable work by applying to the
Central Board. It will be remembered that a Resolution of the
Central Board engages to give to any Society who may purchase
from them any number of copies of this work, an equal number at
ihe expence of the funds of the Central Board, so that the Socicties-
will in reality be enabled to procute it at Lialf price.

The Stallion purchased for the Doard, in Cinada, has just
arrived in Halifay.

From intelligence received there is reason to suppose that part
of the Stock ordered from Britain arc mow on their passage.
“There has been some delay in procuring Stock and Implements of:
‘Hlusbandry from the United States, caused by information from the
Agent, which may be thg means of procuring a better description
of Stock than would have been sent, had the order béén literally
complied with, .

A Farmer on Long Island on the birth of each child planted &
hundred Locust ‘I'rees, and the proceeds of the hundred trees, as

Ahis children came of age, uffrded each a'handsome but-fit.



-

16 THE COLONIAL FARMER.

Ata meeting of the Central Board of Agriculture held m the
Provivee Building, Augusi 7, 1841,

Dresent :The Hon, Janrs ReNan, Wirrtiax Youve, En-
wARD ALtisoN, and Epwarn Iayor, junr., Esquires,

Read a lotter from Edward Satherland, Esq. a Member of the
Board und the President of the Cape Bretont Central Society, dated
23d July, stating as the sum of £20 required by the Act bad been
made good, that the Socicty desired to Linport, through the agency
of the Board from Britain, 3 Southdown rams, 3 large new Luices-
ter do., G Borkshire Boar Pigy, 1 Small's Plough, and 10 copics
of Juekson's work . awl fuquiring whether ecrtain implements
ordered by the Suciety to Le givenas prizes could be obtained frowm
the Board and when,

Directed a reply, expressing tho yegret of the Board that the
fornier lotter from the Scerctary of the Sucicty Bad not been re-
cvived till slter the general order for Stueh bad been despatehied,
aud besides, el not contained any request or intimation from the
Suciety that the Stock and implements should be iimported by the
Bourds but that she Board, now that the intention of the Socicty
was made known, would desire their agent in London, by the next
tteamner, to include the Stock, together with one of Small s ploughs,
in bis general shipment, if it could be efiected, this full, and would
order-the other implements at once from 1oston.

Read a letter from the Rev. Mr, Rubertson and James 1t
Smith, Esq Sccrctarivs of the Annapolis County Svciety clainung
to e accounted a ‘Contral Socicty, and as sach entitled to the
grant of :£75.

Directed an answer explanatory of the reasons which induced
the Board for the avoidance of Jucal jealousics or any appearance
of partiality, while highly approving of the spiritand objects of this
Socicty, to award to it but £50 of the £75 in the first instauce,
and stating that the remalulng €25 would be assigued tu it, if no
atiier. Sacitty should be organised within a short perivd that might
appear to the Board entitled to a share of the grant.

Tead a letter from Mr. Norman McLeod, junr. Seexctary of a
Society formed at the Gulf Shore near Pugwash, in the yar 123y,
stathig their annunl contributions to cxceed £10, and requesting a
share of the Provincial grant.

Dirocted that some copics ‘of the Act should be scut to this
Socicty with a reply referring to the proceedings on the 17th July,
when the whole of the grant had been spportivned for the present
year nmong the firee Societies that had entered into correspond-
ence'with the Board in ths County of Cumberland.  ‘The Scerctary
was ulso refquested to answer the inquiries in this letter as to the
suanner of using the subsoil aud draining plough,

Read a letter from Peter Spearwater, Lsq. the President, Robert
Currie, Esq. heing the Vice-President, of a Sucicty recently orga-
nised at Sable River in the County of Shelburne.  L'he sum of
£101.ad been contributed, and a committee of nine members ap-
pointeyd to-take charge of the Socicty and prosceute as its principal
object in the first instance the improvement of it Stock by im-
portation from other parts of the Provinee, the funds being inade-
quate to the expense of shipments from forcign parts, .

Ordered, that the sum of £37 tus. be assigned to this Society,
Leing the only one as yet in the County of Shelburne,

At a meeting of the Central Board of Agriculture held in the
Trovince Buﬂ:ﬁng, August 21, 1541,

Present—The Hon, James McNab, William Young, Matthew
Richardson, John I Fairbanks, Thomas Williamsen, Edward
Allison, nnd BEdwaid Pryor, junr. Estjrs.

Read thée Minutes of the Jast mceeting and copics of the letters

then dirceted to be written, and which were approved of by the|

Hoard.

Read a letter from: Stewavt Campbell, Isq. the Sceretary,
Noyert Hartshorne, Bsq, bLeing the President, Messrs. Jas. A,
Keuy, Jas. McKay, Robert Boles and Daniel Lawlor, Vice-Presi-
dents, and Mr. E. H. Franchville, Treasurer of the County of
Guy+! srough Sucicty, iustituted at a public mecting of the land
proprietors, farmers and inhabitants of the County, held in the
Court House on the 19th of June, This letter being the first
intimation tu the Buard of the existence of the budy, aceounted for

the delay in opening a correspundence with at, and stated that 83|

wiembers had Joined the Sociely, paying an annual subscripiion of
not less than hs.—that the contributions for this year w(mi& exceed
£20, neatly £25 having Leen subscribed and  £15 paid in—that
the Socioty desired the sum of £20 with whatever amount might
be nssigned to it by the Board to hé expended in the importation
during the present season of Dishley or Bakewell Sheep, in the
proportion of two cwes to one ram—and that the members of the
Socicty had mianifested a very eveditable spirit at the mectings, and
evineed a general desire to embtace with zeal the advantages offered
to the Agricultural hody Ly the recent Act.  “Ihe Sccretary also
inclosed o copy of the vules which are framed with muceh care and
juldgment, the objects of the Socicty being declared to be, to in-
struet its members in the most approved methods of dividhig,
clearing, draining, manuring and eropping their farins—to assist
them in procuring the most approved implements of husharidry—
to recommend and enable them to procure the best kinds of grain
and grass seeds—to lmprove the bréed of o)) khids of Stock and to
aciquire the most approved methods of feeding them—to improve
the waking of Butter, ond to encourage the introduction and cul-
tivation of the best kinds-of suinmer and winter vegetables accord.
ing to the most approved system. By another article, the Dirce-
tors are directed to open by thie Secretary and at all timey preserve
a friendly correspondence with the Central Bdard andl ¢éHeur &3
fir as possible iu its plans of improvement,

‘These documents being vead and the Board baving reason to
believe that no other Sucicty would be formed this year in the
County of Guyshorough, resolved, that the sum of £75 be gseigned
to the above Socicty—and that the agent of the Board in Lodon
be requested, if possibie, to include in the genernl shipment for the

soard, the Sheep ordered by the above Society,or to make a .
sccond shipment of such Sheep, and of those for the Cape Breton
Society, If practicuble this fall. . ‘

A letter to that eliéct which had been-approved of by the mem.
bers and sent by last stéamer was directed to be entcred on the
minutes,

Read a letter from Mr, Join Bonyman, tho Secrctary and
Treasurer. the 1lon, Alex. Campbell Leing the I'resident, and
the ev, Robert Blachwoud and Mr, Charles 1. McCurdy, Vice-
Presidents of the Stirling Society, with a list of its members num.
bering 45 and contributing £16°17s. Gd., and a scale of premiyms
offeved for this year.  ‘Khe Society requested that certain seeds and
implements sheuld be ordered by the Board, and. described its Jos
ceality as cmbracing ‘Tatmagouche, New Aunnan, and Earltown,
and the surplus Agricultyral produce brought to market as worth
about £2500 a-year, The soil, it was added, is of superior qualie
ty, and all that js required is a more enterprising and scicatifio
temper to be diffused among the farmers, in order to augment
largely the present exports.  The salue of these from the harbour
of Tatmagouche saries at present from £20,000 to £40,000 and
the imports from £20,000 to L30,000 per annum, L

Ordered, that the implements be sent for by first vessel for Bos-,
ton, and that the sceds should be fmported at the proper season.

Read letters from the Syduey, Hants, Colehester, Cornwallis, °
Tuverness, Mahone Bay and Brooklield Societics, and directed
suitable answers to be made thereto. ‘

THE MARKET. . k

Produce of every deseription brings a fair price in our market:

During the past month the average price of beef has been 35§
100 Wbs. ; Mutton, 4d @ Gd §2 lb. ; Butter, 94 @ 104, by the

firkin ; some small lots have sold at 11d. Moncy is scarce.and:]
the market dull, - ' . R. No .
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