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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,

And General Proceedin
PARLIAMENT of
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the ProvINCE oF Nova Scor1a, com-

_mmcing on Thursday, January 31, 418,56, R

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

' THURSDAY, Jany. 31,

MEETING OF THE HOUSE.

Members asgembled at 1 o’clock for the pur-
pose of being sworn in, and all except seven
uviembers answered to their names.

The Commissioners who attended were the
Hon. Hugh Bell, Hon, Mather B. Almon, and
Hon: B! Kenny. -

The whole ceremony
quarter to 2 o’clock,

At half-past’ 2 o’clock,
Gaspard LeMarchant hav:
Legislative Couneil Chamber, by message com-
inanded the House to attend him, wheén he de-
sirod them to elect a Speaker. The Commons
returned to their own chamber, and—

The Hon, Attofney General rose and compli-
mented the late Speaker on thé zealous and
competent disoharge of all his duties while in
that office ; and said that he was pot aware
that there was to be' any_opposition to his pro-
posal for that gentleman’s re-election 'to that
office. It was excéedingly desirable that the
election of Speaker should be unanimous—he-
cause the Speaker should always have the con-
fidence, respect and esteem of the whole House,
and ought not to oceupy the position of a par-
tizan. “He should be generally and universally
rospeeted, Without further observation, he
would move that Stewart Campbell, Hsq., the
late Speaker, shouid be re-elected. ‘

Hon. Mr. Johnston said a few words in de-
precation of the election of Mr. Campkell, be. .
cause he thought that some other individual,,’
less obnoxious to one side of the House'eguld " .
Bave been selected ;' but knowing the majority
Was on the other side, there was no mge for him
Proposing any other member ' in opjosition ‘o,
the motion of the Hon. Attorney General, = '’

The ballot having then been tokon, and ‘Mr,
Stewart Campbell - having been " duly, efected, "’
was conducted to his chair by the Hon, Attors’
‘ney Gerieral “and’ Samuel Chiptign, K,
whichi the Speakér stated that the. Hotge would'”
wait'on’his Exoellenty in' th

wag concluded by a

his Excellency Sir
ing arrived at the

saxpifi 0

&"Cotinéil Chamber: "

' Sensible of the great res

, have now 4

* Allies, sustain,
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" delay.””

The House having again returned to its own.
chamber, , e

The Hon. Speaker said—His Excellensy the,
Lieutenant Governor having been pleased:to an-
hounce his approval of my eleotion to,. the -
Speaker ship of thig Houge, I now beg leave, to
offer to yoil my most grateful acknowledgements -
for the distinguished honor you have conferred ,
on me in this exhibition of your confidence.,
ponsibility which, must,
position of Chief- Commener, ‘.
ed no . exertion to_gnard the.,
perform. the,. fynce,
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4 MEETING OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. President, and Honorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council :

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly :

Our especial gratitude, as a people, is due to
the Almighty for our exemption from pesti-
lence during the year that has past.

To that source we must algo gratefully as-
oribe the success which, in the last season, has
attended the industry of the husbandman, and
rewarded the toils of the fisherman,

The revenue, though somewhat diminished in
productiveness, when compared with that of the
preceding year, as was anticipated, from the
reduction of duties, and the first effects of sud-
denly expanded commerocial freedom, is never-
theless, amply safficient’ to meet all domands
upon it, and affords,gatisfactory evidence of
the increased energies, and growing prosperity,
of the people.

The Normal School—opencd at Truro during
the past Autumn, vunder oircumstances nost
augpicious—is now in effioient operation.

A measure, having for its object the improve-
ment of the general aducationdal “¢ondition of

the country, will be submitted for your c¢onsi- -

deration.

Our Railway system is progressing favorably,
and I trust that, when the accounts of the ox-
penditure and lmbxhtles, connected with it, aro

1aid before ‘yovu, the utmost -prudence and oco-

nomy will be found to have been observed by
those to whom the legislature has entrusted the
conduet of this 1mp0rbant br&nch of the publio
service.

The reports and aceounts respecting St. Pe-
ter’s Canal, and the Lunatic Asylum, when sub-
mitted to you, will show you that those public
works have advanced satisfactorily during the
past séason .

On the’ Subgect of the Mines and Minerals, in
conriection with the claims of the General Min-
ing Association, ar'opinion of the Imperial Law
Officers ot the Crown, and a corrcspondence
with-the Uolonial' Secretary, will be laid before
you, which: will doubtless engage your most
earnest attention. '

A measure will be submitted to you, founded
ou the éxample of the mother country, and on
our Jocal experiende, foi' faclhtatmg the collec-
tion, and improving the- admmxstmtlon, of the
revenue.

The substitution of a simpler.and more eco-
nomical process for revesting forfeited lands in

the Crown, in place of the ex1stmg system, qu'

be proposed to you by my goverment.

The selections of Stoci, which I have. made,

in accordance wish the desire, expressed in the
oloping segsion of the last Parliament, will, I
trust, commend themselves to your approva,l.
" I venture to indulge & confident expectaiion
that the further promotwn of Agriculture, in
its yarious relations, will, in the present session,
command the interest of the representatives of
a people :thornughly capable of appreciating the
importance of tha&,greut object.”

Some;modifigation of. tho existing Laws for
protecmon of:ths, B,lven Fxshenes appears to me
imperatively. oslled for,.and, I trust that your
local experience will siggest guch improvement
of them as will ensure the attainment of the
© purpose. for whiclt they, were enacted.

You will be gratified, I am sure, to learn that
‘ I bave resumed the ocoupation, of .Government
. Hoge, ‘Seriously injured by ‘the. la.te fire, 'but
renovatéd aﬁd refurnished in a style that' be-,

. make & few remirks:.

~equal’ duty t0 hoth sxdes, a5d; i;:jig% ,q ng) mﬁ"{&‘iﬂ#

L
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speaks your munificence, whilst it demands my
grateful acknowledgements.
CHIEF CLERK.

Dr. Webster moved that Alexr. James, Esq.,
be First Clerk, which was seconded by Mr. Mor-
rison.

Ilon. J. W. Johnston—It has been usual, in
the practice of this House, to re-elect the in-
cumbents of the Clerkship. I regret that any
deviation frowm this course has been attempted,
more especially at- this .session, for the House
never was in a position when such a course was
less called for. The gentleman who held the
situation of First Clerk to the last House is
singularly distinguished in the- performance of
his duties for diligence, industry and "capabili- -
ty—by his urbanity and general courtesy of
manner; and I am quite sure, sir, that in your
own person, having occupied the Speaker's
Chair but for a short period, you must have ex-
perienced the advantages to be derived from
baving an officer in that position practically -
acquainted with the duties he is called on to
fulfil, and able_to afford information whenever
necessary. The Clerk being the officer of the
whole House, should be a partizan of neither
g1de, more especially whon so large & propor-
tion of the members have been newly elected,
and oceupy seats for their first time. All these
circumsfances soncur to make any change inex-
pedient, Mr. Twining informs me that-he has
not requested any honorable gentleman to nomi-
nate him, and I regret that X am under the ne-
cesgity of domg so—not that I have any objec-
tion to proposing him, but because that, com.
ing fromn me, his nomination may be supposed,
to flow. from considerations of party. To re-
move any such impression, I may at once state
that it is my intention to vote for the re- elec- ‘
tion of both the old officers. With these views,
I beg leave to propose Mr. Hepry Twining as a -
candidate for the office which he has prevmusly ‘
filled with such ability and so satisfactorily. . .

The proposition “was seconded by Mr. Me- [
Farlane (Camberland.)

Hon. Attorney General—The” clerkshxps m
the Commons of the mother country are patent
offices, to which appomtments are made by thé
Crown, although they are supposed tobe with..
the approval of the Lower House. . This, how-
eveér, is not, the plactwe here. “Thé House ‘of ;
Ccmmons of this vamce has always olmmed
and excrcxsed the , rxghp ‘of se]ectmg and ap-
pointing’ theu‘ own ;. clerks:~a " Gourse,’ m my
view, wiser a,nd more con;ecf. than the pra.qtme

- in England, “Ttis the privilége of each’ mem. .

bef of this House thien to propoaa such c:mdx- :
dates as hig own feelings dwtate. . By a wise
regulation . adopted, in many suooesswo Parlia-
ments, the votes upon’the appmnbmenb of these |
officers are taken by ballot—so that eachi” niem- .
ber may, after he has exerciged 'his undoubt.ed,
right 1n secret, approach the table of & olerk
a,gmnst whom” lie m&y’ha.ve voted thhouc in-.
ducing " ill- feelmg on} ‘his, pn,rf In, ,]ustme to ..
Mr. T&mmg. T may §iy that no complamt has .

‘been or can be pruferred agamst Jnim ‘foy the

manner in wh;éh'hl ‘duties have been perform- :
ed; in all respects, is dmgence ‘and’ a.bthy
have given entire’ sahsfa,ctwn. “'With reqpect .
to Mr. James, I-have }o téiterate, the Bamg’ tri~
bute'to Ais abilitics, and mdus .
Mr. Wade-TI feel Galled’ on,. Mr. $peake o
This. J&’no &ngty ‘gn&e)sw;
oﬁiéers v;iho; o Lo

tion, ' I look to the cl§rks as’
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gret to perceive that a feeling and disposition
appears to exist _ggginstr,the re-clection of that
gentleman. This disposition might perhaps be
aceounted for, if oharges-of partinlity, want of
diligence or-ability could be preferred ‘ugainst
Mr. Twining ; but honorable gentlemon on
both sides concur in awarding him overy praiso
for the manner 'in which this duty bas been,
performed. I hold that the clerk’s table is not
s politionl arena ; and in the appointment of
their own peculiar. officers, the views of the
minority should be, to a certdin extent, respect-
ed. Having always acted with openness and
candor gince I have had the honor of a seat in
this House, I do not hesitate now to avow my
jutention of voting for Mr. Twining's appoint-
ment to the office of Chief Clerk ; but in doing
0, I wish it to be distinetly understeod that I
find no fault with any hon. gentleman for the
ndependent exeroise of hig individual opinion.

The ballot 'was then taken, when théré ap-
peared for - Mr. James, 26—for Mr. Twining,
18 ; majority, 8. e Co

BILL PHO FORMA. ‘ :

Mr. Bsson said—I beg leavé new, Mr. Speak-
er, in acoordance with:Parliamentary usage, to
introduce a bill to regulate the Currency -
Leave was granted, and the hill read & first
tie. . ‘

ABSISTANT CLERK -

er. H. C. D. Twining was proposed Assistant
Clerk, -

My, Wier proposed Mr. James Tobin,

Alr. Tobin was’élected 26 to 18.

. THE ADDRESS. . ‘

Mr McDonald (Pictou), after reading the an-
swer, said—Ii will be perceived, Mr Speaker,
that the speech and answer are both of the non.
committal style—raising no pointg of issue upon
which debate may be expected to amge; and
that the latter contains nothing more than an
assurance on the part of this House, that 'the
subjects alluded to by his Excellency will re-
ceive the most careful consideration. ’

It may pot be improper, however, to allude
to oné or two of the most prominent features of
those documents,  The, first subject introduced
in both is that of the war now pending between
the mother country and her allies with Russia.
This province has already by the private con-
tributions of its inhabitants, and the. action of

its Legislature, given proof to the honie go.

vernment of the deep interest felt' here in this

- important struggle, and I can conceive nothing

more appropriate than that it should again
through a new legislature, now in the commence-
wment of its first session, hold out to_ the parent
country its warm assurance that the struggle in
which she is engaged is vegarded by this people
with the deepest solicitude. = It should be in-
teresting from many considerations. Iler sons
have shed their blood, and their bones are now
wonldering on the hills of the Crimea; but even
if this were not the case, I can scarcely conceive
it possible that any person within these wallg is
50 deficient in foelings of loyalty and attach-
ment to the mother country, as to view tho con-
test in which she is engaged  swithout deep in~
terest and warm approval. © . .ho s
Contrasted with many of the wais in which
the Mother Country has been previously engag-
ed it ig totally dissimilar both, in intention and
congequence. , . . o
. In the wars with. Napoleon she contended

bgainet a systom that most persorsix this age

S
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admit would have resulted in the elevation of
many of the oppressed and ignorant nations of
Europe, if it had been permutted to:be fully
tried out, The course-of his armies was not al-
ways marked by repine and plunder, but in
their train genorally followed the establishment
of institutions designed to promote the growth
of knowledge and science. In Amerios again
we find hor in the hands of an ' obstinate -and
misguided wministry trampling upon the right
of her subject till goaded on beyond all endur-.
ance they rosc in rebellion and the Amerisan
republic bouunded into existence and has already
tukeu its place among the first nations of the
carth, S
But the present war was commenced to re-
tard the progress of no principle of civilization
to oppress and .overawe no Colonial pdssession,
—t0 carry out the political system’ of mo mis-
guided Minister. It had and has for its object
the extension of Civilization; it is designed to
uphold the prineiples of Freedom against: the

encroachment of arbitary despotism -and it~

originated with and is carried on by the peo-
ple of two of the most” civilized nations
Earth, - .

[L'his struggle will also be
hereafter ‘'with congequences, irom the change
that must take place in Turkey and other east-’
ern countries. Alrendy there has been a door

found jmportant °

5

opaned for the introduction of Christianity and -
we shall find tho glenm of the’ crescent fading
before the glories of the cross; .and the Xoran -
with its degrading superstitions giving way be- *
fore the Bible with its elevating, humanizing :

aud christianizing doctrines. - .

Among other topics it must be interesting to '

' observe ' that the subject of education is ‘prom-
inently noticed. Thisequestion it'has been ad-"

mitted on'all hazds has been too long neglect-

ed. I
to animadvert on the causes of this®mnegledt.

1t would be perbaps cut of plase for e

of the

Those in the management of our public ‘affairs "

may from many insuperablo causes Have been

hitherto unable to devote to it tbat attention™'

which its importance merits; but'it is certainly
- an imperative duty on the part of this house

now to devote our best energies to the consider-

ation of it'when brought before us. - .

I am also bappy to see that the subject of
cur Mines and Minerals, so long & vexed. ques- .

tion, is brought under our notice by his Exeel-
lency., In the multiplicity of other public .

questions pressing on the attention of previous .
legislatures, this has also been in a measure ne-

- glected. 1t has never yet been taken up in the

spirit which iis importance demands, being from.

time to time made the subject of reports of
committees, and there allowed to rest. "This
Provinee, sir, in respect of this matter, occupies.
" a strange and anomalous position. Like Tar-

- talus of 0ld, plunged in water to his neck, and’

. yet not permitted to drink a drop, we find
the soil under our feet teeming with minerdl
'wealth, without our being allowed to appropri-

‘ate to Our own use one penny’s worth, except in’

somwe localities of trifling extent. To such a
‘degrée have oiir natural rights been taken away, -

. | that not a ton of freestonc or limestone can be

. s0ld by the proprictor of the soil where. they

sy
e

- may be found, without infringing upon'the-.

“gupposed rights of the General Mining Associa- - 7

tion ; and So elosely has bhe definition of min-,

" erals been drawn, that I believe a cart loagd of,. -

‘sand cannot be reémoved from the soil for the |




6 FRANKING PRIVILEGE, &c. Fro 1 and 2, 1856.

purposes’of traffic excepting in defiance of the
termg of their lease,

The claims of this company upon the Pro-
vince have also assumed a new complexion,
Not content with using quietly the right which
they claim of digging and selling the minerals,
they have within the last year asserted the pri-
vilege of exercising a control over our civil
rights, They now claim, and have exercised
the right, on the part of their laborers, to vote
at our elections; and we have witnessed the
strange spectacle of men imported into this
country, whose only occupation is the digging
of coals, and who, while they are in the coun-
try, are not of the country, as they pay no
taxes, contribute nothing to the local funds of
the counties, and but little to the general re-
venues of tha Province, led to the polls by
their employers, sud olaiming the same rights
that the owners of the soil are entitled to.

I will sllude only to one other subject noticed
in the speech. In presenting this answer to
the House for their acceptance, honorable mem-
bers are invited to offer their congratulationsto
his Excellency upon the improved condition of
Government House. This is all very well, and
T presume will not be objected to; but I hope
that while doing so, honorable members will
see the propriety of setting our own House in
order. The new members view with surprise
the dilapidated appearance of this Hall, and its
cxtremely shabby state, when contrasted with
the olegance of the apartment in which the
wmembers of the other branch assemble, whosa
functions and duties we generally—without in-
tonding to say anything disparaging of that
august body-—oonsider to be of much less con-
quence than ours. To speak of the red benches
is now a mere fiction, and it is to be hoped that
before long a committee will be appointed to
take this matter in charge,and have this apart-
ment put in a state more creditable to the Pro-
vince than it now is. I beg leave, sir, to move
the first clause of the Address.

FRANKING PRIVILEGE.

The Hon Speaker announced that he had re-
ceived from the Postmaster General a request
to know what arrangement should prevail with
reference to the franking privilege.

Hon Attorney General moved that the privi-
lege be decided in the usual form.

Several members complained that the mem-
bers of Council bad greater privileges in frank-
ing than this House enjoyed.

Members of Government explained that the
public business of members only applied to their
constituents, and therefore franking should be
confined o the Province.

Other gentlemen replied that they often wish-
ed to get Legislative information, which was
for the benefit of the whole people, from Cana-
da, other Provinces, the United States and Eng-
land, and the extra expense would be trifling.

The discussion closed at dark without any de-
cision, and as the maiter is one peculiarly with-
in the internal regulations of the House, and
was debated the next morning within elosed
doors, we have paseed it over, with the mention
of its substance. ‘

The House adjourned. Ww.
- oG

Fripay, February 1.
THE ADDRESS. ‘
‘The Address in answer to His Excellency’s
Speech was read. N - ‘

‘nected with the Board of ‘Works shew ~the™!

-

Hon. J. W. JonxsTon said- that he had ne
objeation to the Address, as itwas merelya res:
ponse to the Speech of His Excellency.

The Address passed without division.

COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES. O

Mr. Archibald meved that the Hon. Attorney
General, Hen. Mr. Johnston, Hon. Solicitor
General, Mr. Tupper, Mr. Wier, Mr. John
Campbell, and Mr. Wade be appointed a stand-
ing Committee on the Privileges of the House.
The Hon. Gentleman stated that he named these
gentleman go that both sides ef the House might
be fairly represented,

The motion passed.

REPORTING. v

Mr. Anrand moved that a eommittee be ap-
pointed on reperting the debates and progeed-
ings of the House, which, being seconded and
put, passed in the affirmative, and the follow-
ing gentlemen being respectively moved and.
seconded, wore appointed :—Mr. Annand, Hon.
Solicitor General, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Mc¢Don-
ald, and Mr. Wilkins,

PRESENTING THE ADDRESS. ' ;

The House adjourned till half-past 11 o’clock
to-worrow, for the purpose of being ready to
present the Address to his Excellency the Lieut.
Governor at 12. C.

——— e

SATURDAY, Feb, 2.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. o
Hon. Attorney General said—Mr. Speaker,

by command of the Lieut. Governor, I lay
on the table of the House the most materjal
portion of the public accounts—to & few. ‘of,
the leading items of which I beg leaveto
turn the attention of hon. gentlemen. . The
first is the cash account of the Receiver Gen- -
eral with the province—showing a balance in -
the treasury on the 1st of January, 18566, of -
£28,780. The colonial and light duties col-
lected during the year amounted to- £118,-
000—£90,000 of which was collected in Ha-'
lifax, and £28,000 in the outports—to which'"
is to be added £7,000 realised from the dis-"
tillery licenses, making in all £125,000.—"
The only reduction to which this sum is sub-
ject is £4,000 paid out for drawbacks—leav- .-
ing £121,000, being the actual cash receipts
for 1856. Thig sum is between 8,000 and -.
£9,000 less than was collected in 1854—the -
decrease being attributable to the withdraw. -
al of duties consequent upon the passage of
the reciprocity bill. The casual revenue -
yielded about £18,000, which, added to the <
£121,000, makes a grand total of £189,000. :
On the credit side of this account is also a’_
sum of £21,500 received from the Savings’
Bank. There was an issue of provincial notes .
during the year which amounted to £34,000, .
making with other small sums the whole
amount received ir‘o the treasury in 1855,: -
independent =i Kailway funds £208,000,—-
There wns & balance on hand on the lst.of
January, 1855, of £11,000, making iu “alb
£219,000. Turning now to the payments:
it will be found that they amourited to £1963- "
000 in all. Taking the most materialof *:
these, I may observe that the  accounts’'co

s
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expenditure in that department, including
the Lunatic Asylum, Light:Houses, Provin.
cial building, Government - House, and the
Penitentiary,
various Educational institutions £17,700;
Legislative expense £7,000; Postal commu-
nication £5,600; the collestion ofthe revenue
£8,400; Official salaries, including the Lieut.

ment, pensions, &c., £15,666 ; for interest

£3,400; Saint. Peter’s Caral £3,150; Road
service . £45,000 ;—making the entire pay-

a3 already stated, £196,000. I do not know
that there is any other material item::in - this
paper.to which I need refer, =

The second paper is a return from the Fi-
nancial Secretary’s office—giving minute
details of all these. expenditures arranged
under their various heads; shewing in fact
every item that goes to make up the sum of
£195,760. ‘

These are the ordinary public accounts,
but our railroad operations have introduced
8 new and very extensive branch, Up to the
31st December, 1854, there was expended on
account of the railway £56,000; in that year
Provincial notes to the. value of £11,000
were igsued, and from the Savings’ Bank and
& general Revenue were drawn .respectively
B £21,000 and £24,000—-—nothing, however,

| was given in the shape of accounts other
€ than a simple memorandum shewing the
R sum actually paid. out on - account of that

uute and lucid statement of the railway ao-
counts shewing the sources from whence the
various sums expended have been .derived,
and which amounted in all to £186,000.

The whole of the papers which preceeded
the conclusion of the negotiation' with Bar-
ing and' Company, including the minutes of
Council and our instructions to Mr. Howe-—
the correspondence thereon and the final ar.
rangement—mill be laid on the table-in the
tourse of a, day or.two; they have been printed
and are now in the course’ of Printing. The
House will then have s, thorough understand-
lng of the action taken by the Government
and be enabled to follow -the course of the
# Degotiation step by step from' inception to
§ conclugion, - o
B This paper comprises the account of the.
§ Provincial Railway with the Receiver Gener-
B 8. The firstitem on the oredit side of the
i dccount is the sum-of £44,000 drawn from

Provineigl funds, which added to the £56,-
B 000, paid out of this fund in 1854—makes
B2 total of £100,000. Against ‘this ameunt
g ©70,000 (in round numbers) has been rade

up' by monies. horrowed from - the * Savings
f Bonk and an issue of Paper Currency,
8 that £30,000 of our general funds after pay-
ng all appropriatio

| failway and hecome the Ppraperty of the Pro-
g vince,

f vince.  The next item. iy a eredit.of £16;500
i received af the Treasury here from. the: Sale

and v
e
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to amount to £23,250; of our.

.at par,
Governor, all the Judges, Officers of Govern-.

ments for the year ending 81st Deo., 18565,

88 branch. I now hold in my hand a mi..

b the Provincial Revenue or- rather from the -

" 8So .

ns has passed into:the ' these, and .a bargain

- Messrs Baring’s for that. sum~they to".ad. |

Jof Debentares of , £500 wad, £100 :stecling

-

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. T

each—independent of the London operations,
Before ‘the . negotiation with Messrs. - Baring
and Company a pledge had been given ‘by:
the Executive Government to take from - £20+
t0:£80,000 in this Province at the same rate -
a8 the money-ovuld. be got in London. - The:
debentures for part.of this sum ‘were issued
For other sums to which the. pledge
did not extend the same Ppremium has been
demanded which our six per cent, debentures
payable in twenty years command in London; -
and £2100 sterling is eredited accordingly at:
& per cent., making £181 bg, profit; ¢ . .
The next.items are’ Cash from Messrs, Bag..
ing Brothers and Company—£91,000.and a- -
sum of £25,000 passed to the -credit of the
Rulway Board and paid in Iron and other
materials shipped by that firm, .. These are
two smaller sums which I need: not- dyell on °
~making the whole credit of thig account as
already stated £186,000. , ST
The Commissioners have received from -the
Treasury during the year £121,000; from -
Baring’s £25,000 and 'the- Treasurer'has in~
hand £27,000. The two first of these items
together with the amount in 1854 and other
smaller sums show the actual amount ex- -
pended up ‘to the 81st December 1855 to be
£216,000—~for the Aisposal of ' which- the
Railway Board will sccourt in the papery
that will be laid before the House in g fow
days. * With this short statement—~which I -
think must be satisfactory.-to this House and
the Country I lay these - documents on the ‘
Table. It will be gratifying to- Members -to
perceive that the public accounts under. the = -
able superintendence of the Finanoia] Secre-
tary are exhibited in 80 perspicious and lucid =
expenditure of every shil-,

a shape that the

ling of the, public.money can be traced ina. -

moment and classed under its proper : head..
The authority under which it is. made is algo. .
apparent, and the constitutional control and:
supervision, of this House are recognized and
rendered effective, == . St e,
Mr. Marshall.—Is that & per cent on -the
face of the Debenture or & mere reduction at
the price of.articles furnished. . ' -
Hon, Attorney General.~A party
Ses one of our Debentures of £500 redeemg~ .
ble in twenty years, upon which sum he re-. : .
ceives interest at-the. rate of 6 per. cent -per
annum. For this Debenture he Pays & premi-
um of £25, ~ | o
Hon. Mr, Johnston.—Do- ‘Baring. and -
Brothers purchase at that rate from usg? -
Hon. Attorney.General.~No ! The. Go-.
vernment found that up to the first of June
next it would be necessary . to' realise from

‘the gale of our debentures £150;000 sterlinig, *

without the:command of - which the Railway
could not be conductedseast and. west'as Wag-© -
contemplated. ‘Mr, Howe‘wss‘ingtructed"’by e
the Government te.negotiate for the Jnaleofis
<was ‘effeoted . with- :the . .

vance the. Amount-and take our ‘Debeéntures o
at par-bearing interest at the-rate of ‘six peiii s

3

+cent. It was: found- utterly ‘impowgiblestp 11+ |
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procure for a new and untried stock-a pre-
mium in the first instance ; but now Baring
Brothers are obtaining & per cent for it—and
we will hereafter, if eur public credit remains
untouched, be enabled to make our Sales at a
similar advance. But Sir, it has been calcu-~
lated that the Saving Commissions on the
sale and interest amounts to a premium of
three per cent.

Hon, J. W. Johnston.—Have any Deben-
tures. been sold on account of the Province?

Hon, Attorney General —None whatever.

Hon, Mr. Johnston.—Then all the Deben-
tures sold at 5 per cent advance have been
on aecount of Messrs. Baring Brothers and
Company alone?

Hon. Attorney General.—Yes ! and I think
no reasonable man can complain of the ar~
rangement effested —advantageous as it is to
the Province in every point of view.

After some discussion upon a proposition
of the Hon, Solicitor General to limit the
number of each Committee to 7, the house
adjourned till 3 o’clock on Monday. w.

[~ N
Mowpay, February 4.

The House met at 3 o’clock.

Hon. Attorney General reported from the
committee appointed to preparc & list of com~
mittees, The report was read.

PUBLIC WORKS, d&ec.
Mr. Annand said—I have reflected upon

the proposition made the other evening for -

the appointment of a committee of Public
Works, and the more I think of it, the more
advisable and necessary sach a committee
appesrs, We bave now in this Province ex-
tensive public works—railways, canals, light
houges, the Lunatic Asylum, and public
buildings ; but this House has no means at
hand for ascertaining the extent of their pro-
gress, and the manner in which the gentlo-
men who hold commissions for controlling
these works perform their onerous and reg.
pongible duties. Now, sir, although [ have
the highest and most implicit contidence in
these gentlemen, I yet believe that they
should give an account of their stewardship.
The papers which will be furnished by the
Commissioners of the Railway will not shew
what progress has been made towards the
completion of the various sections of the line
under contract, nor the course puvsued by

e e WHIT S
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work for the most intelligent dommittee ‘that
could be appointed. - It must 'be-understood; -
however, that this motion has beén made,
not by the instigation of the Government,

“but by the hon. member for Halifax entirely

upon his own responsibility. . - ,
Mr. Marshall—If the commiitizs-were only
to perform the duties announced to them' by
the hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Annand),
they would do little else than interfere with

.the duties appertaining to the -committee -of
- Public Accounts. If Iapprehend the meaning -

of the proposed committes, its duties will not
be 80 much: to'audit the accounts as to report
upon the nature and extent of the worka ;
in the case of the railway, its direction—
what branch is to be first constructed—to
Windsor, Pictou or Amherst,—and to report
on the propriety of the action taken by the
commissionerswith respect to its construotion.
There is no difference of opinion as to the’
propriety of constructing the railway, but
there may be much diversity as to the route-
which the line should follow, and the part
to be first constructed. In this way the
action of the committee may prove of real
value ; but if confined to the mere auditing’
the Commissioners’ accounts, it will only
interfere with the committee of Public Ac-
counts, without being productive of any real
advantage to the public or to the House. '
Hon, Provincial Secretary.—The question

refers simply to the appointment of s’ Com-
mittee and the propriety of confining its
action to the Railway alone, or placing with~
in their privilege the Saint Peter’s Canal
and, other of our Public Works ; when I
advert to the immense 'comparstive magni-
tude of our Railway engagements, I cannot-:
but think that any committee would find «
sufficient employment in enquiring into and -
investigating the affairs of the. Railway. . It::.
is true that we have by Law invested the .
Railway Board with almost unlimited power
as to the construction of the Railway, but I .-
cannot conceive that it was the intention to:-
stop there. In my view, Sir, it was always:+’
designed that this House should have the .-
power of ingtituting & striet, thorough and:
scrutinizing investigation into all the pro--
ceedings of the Railway Board., There.ig:mo:. -
snbject which so deeply touches the welfare :
of this people:ag the mode in which this-
large expenditure of Publia Money is con-

ducted ; all’ parties are interested. equally, .
and I am of opinion that the appointment of
such a Committee is very desirable and that -
their right of investigation should not be: -
confined or limited (o the mere auditing of -
the Accounts, but cxtend into .the whole.l:
system of Railway management and all.the!
proceedings of the Board from its creation':
.up the latest possible period, ~ - . L=

N

Hon. J. W, Johnston.—The subject i one
of very considerable importance. One gén®''"
tleman has thrown out the suggestion that’’
the Committee to benow. ‘appointed should:™..

“.not only ‘take the Accounts--into’ odnsidéra™
tion, but report the progress of the Railroad.

them in obtaining these contracts. .

Hon. Attorney General—Although I am
of opinion that the conduct of the public
works mentioned by the hon. mewmber for
Halifax may safely be entrusted to the Com.
missioners,. I quite concur in the opinion ex-
pressed by him, that the House should have
the means of ascertaining what has been
done~~what policy has been pwrsued-~what
contracts taken—what payments authorised
and made. That a committee should be
appointed for this purpose; I am not at all

-inclined to controvert ; butX am of opinion
that there should be two -committees, as the
railway of itself would afford quite sufficient




|

P 4,:1856,

~-~the number of ' miles finished-=the course
of the tragk-to-be/followed ‘and--other parti-
culare. - Another: gentlemsan: -considers that
the daties of the Committee -should be con-
. fined to -a thorough . investigation of the
'Acoounts 3 and..my. bhonorable friend’ for
Guysborough thinks the Committee of Public
Accounts - should- be charged with the duty
of investigating the Railway expenditures.
As regards the two first, they appear to have
been disposed of already ; for commissioners
have been appointed, who receive £1,700 to
be divided among them, and whose duty it ig
to adjudicate upon all particulars relating to
the route of the road, by the aid of their
engineer, and to render the accounts to this
House in every possible way and shape, both
in the aggregate and particulars, so that we
may know the cost of every mile of railroad,
and of the whole, ag far as it is finished ; so
that every member of this House may an-
alyze, dissect, and understand them. To
appoint a committee, therefore, to attend to
this daty, would only be' doing what ought
to have been done before. >
The most important point of consideraticn;
is that which has been thrown out by my
Hon, friend from Guysborough, and I regret
to differ from him in opinion. I have al.
ways considersd that the duty and responsi-
bility of laying out the route of Railway
- ought to rest with the Commissioners, What
van & Committee do on that subject? They
may make enquiries, and examine Witness.
es ; but it is utterly impossible for them to
arrive at a proper oonclusion ; because they
oould not get at the necessary information.
On the other hand, the Commissioners have
their officers all along'the line, who judge by
personal and occular observation, and I may
say that I believe -both officers and Commis-
sioners would act for the. best interests of the
Country. The same subject occupied the
attention of the-House:last Session, and the
House could only come to the conclusion

that it- was best to leave the matter in the -

handg of the Comwmmissioners, The Com-
mittee can only form an opinion on leose and
insufficient information. ' It may be well to
appoint & Committee toinvestigate the ac-
counts ; but I think there will be little ben-
efit resulting from their labours, as regards
the location of the line. o

Mr. M. I. Wilkins eonsidered the committee
proposed to be appointed a very important
one. 1 think the committee of Public Ac-
counts will not consider sufficiently the sub-
ject of the Railroad. They have enough to
do besides. ‘We want a special ‘committee to
investigate thoroughly what money has been
expended, and whether it has been properly
expehded ; to inform us, in fact, what we’
have received for the £216,000 thiat has
been expended, and how mush of therailroad

has been builtso that a’committee is ac-

tuslly indispensable ; and I-take it for grant-

ed that when any other:public works are
necesgary to be comsidéred, they shoald”be
referred- to -the.'same comiittee, aiid that™

2
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every ‘hon: -member <of this Houes:dhould
have the opportunity of -explaining his'viawi
before it.-'In deference:tv' mychom»féiend
from Guysborough; I thinksthe ,‘sommittes
ought to be appointed-=~but I havevéty great
objections that'it should be s packed commits
tee (laughter) ;' and I -wish !it- may-be &
large committee, in order that- their raport
may -be satisfactory to theé Provines, it «f »
"Mr. Annand agreed with the last -speaker
that the subject should betried. out4b regards
expenditure, but had - very gredt.-objections
that the power of the Commissionersiandithé
Governor in council, under the law, shoitld-
be frittered away, when they had proceeded’
with the work, and entered into ! contriots,:
which it was for the interests of the country?
to have completed. "~~~ 0 oot ptrruases
Hon,J W. Johnston said that mostof:the:
information would be obtained by the report:
of the commigsioners,- - . " 0 W
Mr, Wilkins—The committee should receive
information from every source'; ‘thé repért
might be contested. ox:supported:’ - The: greats
object would be -to make the commissioners:
render a proper report of ‘otir whole ‘railway:
affairs. The committee could go far "beyond.
and wide of the report altogether. ~ > = ! -
Hon. Attorney General--Let -8 sde:now/
what is the actual course: of this:busindss.:
No money can be drawn for the Work without:
the signature of three commisgioners ;:@védty-
shilling is verified by the signature of thrée;
and at the end of every-quartergn exact:
balance sheet is struck-and checked by gome*
member of the Governmént. Ii‘have always:
done' that myself. ' -Then, ss:regards-the cons
struetion ' of the - railway, it: is done!by rten+"
der and contract ;" so! that, let mot'gentlerion
suppose we have anything to conceal:: ‘We
court the most ample enquiry; soithat thé’
House and people may know thatall'is right.
I hops it will be & large:comthitted; whio" will’}
find ‘that in the whole conductimgof the
business, there is not a shilling wrong’; ‘that "
they may enquire:of the: commissivners—

where are your letters  where is’ yourodr-

s s
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respondence? ~ . - 7 o .
There are contracts now being taken to the:
amounts of £20,000 and it should be enquir-~
ed—have you taken the lowest tender’> and~
other particulars like'.that. ‘We'couit'ens:
quiry ; - 8o that—insintating - that -there'is:
any thing~to be 'found out, Where:there i~
nothing to be found-ous, is rather prematiure;
The subject should be'referred to the'enqairy::
of a large, intelligent, and responsible‘coms/:
mittee. -At thesame: time I'should ‘bevery'
reluctant that any committee' should under-*
take to give the commissionets any dirée-
tions as to-the ‘progress of the' work’ which"
has been already settled by law = - 3"
Mr. Marshall.—If 'that b the view of thg':

oase, T think theré is great misunderstandidg™

a3 to the duties'of ‘this “House and'any gom-’ ;
mittee we may appoint. We have givén power,
to the' Commissiofiers, assisted, by tHeiK;
Enginéer, £ phint oub_#ha thite o
Road ' ‘orght”to ake. " Bat d our° Tkt

%
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esase there 7 and have we not a right to see
that they are conducting it in & most econo-
inioal way and that they are taking it to a
right point, whether to the borders or to Pio-
ton? Who is to supervise all that? It
never entered into my head that they were
to superiniend curves and other Engineering
work : that is left to the propor officer ; but
it is the duty of the House to see that the
monies have been expended faithfully. But
does the Hon. Attorney General tell me that
" we have mnot a right to say Where the Rail
Road ought to go—to Windsor, or to Pictou,
and where it sball stop? No! Itisour
duty to see that the expenditure and route
are for the bestinterests of Nova Scotia. The
@Government may be capable of auditing the
accounts ; but the members of that body are
unot the best Statesmen, mor best acquainted
with the best localities for this great Public
Work. Who ought to instruct them? The
membera of this House.

‘The Rail Road is now 8 fized fact; and
every member must feel anxious to get it into
operation as soon as possible; but on the
members of this House devolves the duty of
selecting the right Track, Some say it should
go by way of Stewiacke to Pictou or Cum-
berland. My own opinion is that it should
first tap the Piotou Mines 80 as to bring their
products to the City. I am not acquainted
with the qualifications of the Engineer~—nor,
indeed, of ths Commissioners themselves.
Onz of them'I have had the honor of know-
ing for 20 years, as an homnest, honorable,
and just man.in all his dealings. He has
made a fortune in the Province of Nova Sco-

- tia and that is pretty good evidence that he
ig fit to manage the public business, but that

i8 no reason why the approval of members of .

* this House should be passed over.

Hon. Provincial Secretary.—If you inter-
fere with their duties you impare their obli-
gatious and cast reflections on them which I
am perfeotly confident are wholly undeserv-
ed. In the Parliament which had just passed
we had the benefit of the experience of a gen-
tleman who enjoys the confidence of the
House and the Country—the advantage of
which . we are now deprived of. In the ab-
wence of that gentleman, it is our duty to
gee, for.the people of this Province that the
greatest surveillance has been exercised over
all the expenditure of the Rail Road, 1t is
certainly true thet the law of the land pre-
soribes certain directions which the Rail
Road is to take; butit is above all things
important. that the people of this country
should know that their Representatives are
in free aud open conference with the Com-
missioners of Railroad and their accounts;
not merely as to what they have donein the
past, and what they shall doin the future
and whether the lines they had selected were
thie best, but the dommittee should report as
regards any modification of the law. I
thiok, Sir, that if the people of this country,

through a Commiittee of; this House, should -
‘bave full communication With the members.
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of the Board and with all the accounts,:tliey
would be more satisfied with carrying out’an
object of such transcendant importance as this:
Mr. MoLellan.—1 think that the commit:
tee of publio accounts -have enough' to-db
without troubling themselves ' with- the Rail
Road; the expenditure of so- much money
ought to be under the examination of a spe.
cial committee.  As to where the Rail Road
is to go, the understanding was_we- should
be guided by New Brunswick. If she- were
to advance we would meet her and if shs
did not, we were to advance as far as suited
our interests. I think it is our duty to ap-
point this committee, and thus accomplish s
tull and thorough investigation. st
Dr. Tupper said that after the remark-of
the Hou. Provincial Secretary, it was due
from him to say that no persun more than
himself could possibly regret that he did not
bring to the House the enlarged intellect and
business tact of the gentlemen - to whomthe
Hon. Provinoial Seoretary had referred, and
who had preceded him in the representation
of Cumberland. While I'am addressing: the
House, Mr. Speaker, I may say that if this
Committee is to be appointed, I trust that its
functions may' be properly understood. ‘I:
trust that if the Railvoad is now to proceed,
—a8, for our own credit it must proceed, this
House will not be denuded of its power of
regulating the route which shall be chosen.
I have no idea, sir, that the Committee now:
to be chosen shall interfere with the question
of cutting down a hill or going round it; but-
I do ask that their duties shall be of a'sab-:
stantial charaocter, The Legislaturehas given
to the Government the power to' construct-
the Railway, and the Government have ap-'
pointed the Commissioners; therefore, as re-
gards the question of accounts, I take itifor:
granted this House will hold both' responsi-*
ble, and neither absolve the one, nor religve
the other. And I trust, Mr. Speaker; it will~
not be found, as has'been asserted in-the’
press, that Cumberland is to be-excluded:
from the benefit of this new accompaniment
of civilization—the Railroad. That we are"
to have it now'is no longer & question. :The-
policy of having Railroads, and' Railroads:hy -
Government, is now settled;- but I'trust, sir; /
that policy may be made subservient -to the:
interests of the country at:large. I :have
been bappy, Mr. Speaker, to hear airamour,
(of which the Government may give us.more.;
information. than I possess, but which I hope,
may be correct,) that the Hon. and learned-
Atterney Qeneral of New, Branswick,; who-
passed through this city a few days ago;- hasy.
tangible proof that New-Brunswick .will;zoon:;
be ready to, proceed with a Railway through.
that Province, to connect us.with our brethren.
there—with the United States and Canadasy
and I hope, sir, that before any minor.mat
ter as to whether the track should go through.

Stewiacke .or Guy's River beitaken into ¢ons

sideration—-the great.question;of. connecting:s
us_with ‘the whole continent should-employ.«

. our’ earnest, attention, . L..approve; ofy: iy

. ‘(}
Lo
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committee; sir; and trust that the eastern part
of the Pravince will be.well repregbnted on it.

Mr. Annand.~~I moved, -Mr, Speaker; for
the appointment of a -Committes of Public
Works, - generally; but in:deference to the
House, I. will restrain it, if they wish, to a
Railway Committee. , :

Hon. J. W. Johnston-—I want to know
what is to be the real use of this Committee.
'The operation will be, as has been expressed
by an honourable member, to take a bird’s
eye view of the matter, and smooth accounts
instead of opening them up. My idea iz to
keep responsibility where it belongs :. to the

Jommissioners and the Government, - .

Mr, Archibald deprecated any reflection
on former Committees of Public Accounts.
The. Chairman of that Committee was the
Hop. member for Yarmouth 4 and surely,
sir, it will not be pretended that so great
an economist would smother over any-
thing prejudicial to the public funds, The ac-
gounts were always carefully looked over,
and & detailed report brought in. I approve
of the committee ; but I think the house
should not only charge its chairman with the
Railway Accounts, but with an investigation
into the progress and expenditure of our other
publio works, .

Mr. Morrison—It seems to me, Mr. Chair-
man, that this should be a Committee to
answer any question put by members of this
House in reference to & Rail Read, and the
committee of Public accounts should not
interfere. » .

Mr. Esson—aAll the accounts go before the
committee of public Accounts as usual ; but
this committee is to investigate the whole
subject of the Rail Road. Ithink there should
be a head here to answer any question on the
subjeot. ‘ .

Mr. Tobin—Mr. Speaker, the more this

subjeot is discussed the more I feel that we .

should be careful in the appointment of this
committee. . I gee that Gentlemen do not know
what their duty is to consist of. . The Railway
Board is responsible to the Government and

the Government responsible to this House .

and the Country. Now, suppose you appoint
s Committee and empower them.to examine
o section ¢f the country and locate part of
the Rail Road, I think it would be'a very
dangerous subject for them to interfere with.

In that case, any question arising could not

be settled. Any committee appointed should
be oharged to see whether the money has
been properly expended and in a business
like manner. S

Mr., Whitman—This committee, sir, ought
to be appointed to prevent monopolies. This

House gave power 'last year to expend large

sums of money on our Roads, and the Finan-
cial Beoretary had to sign every payment ag

suthorised by the House, except in cases of-

sdvanoces for which the Government will show
the resson. .. As regards the Railway how are

we to tell whether-the commissioners have’

made.a good or:bad; bargain by substituting

_days .work  for:tender; and-contrset, Asfo
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the progress of .the work, it was understosd

“that the commissioners. -were to-get the ape:

probation of this' Houss -in, the :route to

“taken. . I suppoge, if the commissionera
make sn application to.this House we will
‘be ready to answer. them.. I think thers

must be g committee of audit at Jeagt, - |

e

Mr, Killam—Another committee is cortain. .

ly necessary to see how . the money. is spent,.

because the committes.of Public -Accounts. .

have quite enough to do slready..  What
supervision should take place. over the

road, is another question. ,The committes; .

of Public Accounts are. already . pressed.

pendent Committee. . REE
. Hon. Attorney General—I can
that the accounts were constructed entirely.
on that principle. ~The Railway Accounts

Tortarms s

- down with work ; this.should be an inde-,

only ‘gay.'.

for the year would cover the Clerk’s Table.

from end to end. As regards the construc-;

tion of ‘the Rail Road, some of the tenders .

onme in too high, and the House last session,

authorized the Government to make 2 miles, -

by day’s labour as an experiment, but gons .-
tracts were returned to, and I think the Pro.
vince will be perfectly satisfied that the work. .

was done in the cheapest manner.

Mr. Annand.—In answer to the Hon. .

Member for Cumberland, 8ir, I am happyto

corroborate the rumor that the Hon. W.
Figher who past through here a few days ago .
‘can command funds for the New Brunswiok
Railway and they are progressing as fast as.
they can. The basis of negotiations with_
Mr. Jackson have been given up; so that
there is & hope of a clear track between-New .
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The Hon. gen-

tleman concluded by moving his resolution.

Hon. Provincial Secretary—Saint Peter’s
Canal has been struck out.. Before I. sit
down, I will explain why I approve of" this
committee ; and that it is not so much from
its necessity as its policy to enquire whether

' the money has been spent economically ‘and

judiciously, and whether there ought not to

be important alterations in the road. © =
Mr. Killam—I think, before we enquire

about St. Peter’s Canal, the House had better

send a committee to survey the place and .

the work first, and ought to pay.the expenses-

of that committee. No inforaiation: can:be. .

got from the report that came from it but
a8 regards mixing up Bt. Peter’s Canal with,

the Railroad, it is all nonsense. . :

AR
“ Hon. Attorney General—This movement;: .

has not been requested by Government, but.-
is entirely independent of it, ‘

Mr. Annand—l suppose the committes

will be taken from the House openly.
Mr. Killam~Let us have a fair committes,

the right men in the right place, and there ..

ought to be a majority against the Govern-
‘ment, not in its favour. » ‘

Hon. Attorney. General—That will .be .
asking rather too much from -the generosity .-
. of the Government, The first question is,:
_-whethér -we shall have five of '9‘»9»"5;‘,3;%@» 9 L

7’ [

that the right men, should be In

.
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place,hut & majority against-the Government

would not be fair. The resolution was adopted.
¥ § o MUNIGIPAT: CORPORATIONS )

Hon. J. W.-Johnston—I ask leave, sir, to
introduce a-bill to-amend the Act for the
Munieipal Government of -Counties. It will
be remembered that the last bill was restricte
ed in- its operation- to -four - counties, and
therefoxe was: mat deemed open to any
others, "I think we‘cannot do less than allow
the people of all counties in the Provinge to
do as they wish, and not cast on some of
them: the- reflection that they are not to be
trusted’ ‘with ' their own discretion. I may
saythat I am' not interestéd in the bill, as
the county I have the honor to represent was
one: of the' four that adopted it. Butas I
introduded: ‘the’ former bill, I think it my
duty -to bring forward sthis. Last session
the other bill-came -down from -the Council
with - very distasteful. amendments, but as
the bill was the best we could get, I took it.
This bill does not- represént my feelings, and
if any gentleman will undertake to make it
obligatory: on all the counties, I will support
him with all my heart—so that the constitu-
ency may not-be subjected to the local jeal-
ousy that formerly prevailed; for I Tlook
upon it'as essential to the elevation of Nova
Sootia, the management of our business, and
the freedom of our people, that every county
should be incorporated.

Mr.-MoLellan-spoke a fow words which we
oould not-hear, .

The bill:was read a first time.

' CONTESTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. ‘Whitman presénted a petition from
Charles:F. Harrington against the return of
Thomas Fuller,” Esq., of Richmond, whigh
was laid on the table. :

The Speaker,—Name g day and hour.

Mr. Whitman.—I have no instructions.

The Speaker read the law.

Mr. ‘Whitman.<~Wednesday next,

Hon. Attorney General.—There must be
four daysat léast. The time given was Fri-
day next at 12 o’clock. '

Mr. McLeod.—Mr. Speaker I take leave of

this ‘opportymity to present a petition of a
similar cherdeter: It is a petition 'of Hy-
polité' Marmaud against the return of ‘Henry
Martell, 'atid T take the'occasion to say that
I stand’ perfeotly aloof from either party in
the contest. :
Saturday next was fixed upon for the con-
sideration-of the Petition,
House adjeurned till to-morrow. C.
e S R @ .
. Torspay, February 5,
~ 'l - -OFFIOIAL PAPERS. '
The Hon.. Provincial ' Séoretary, by com-

mand of Hig Bxoellency- the Lieut. Governor,

laid on, the table sundry papers ‘with' refer.
ence t0’ the'transfer of Government lands to

the Province for Railway purposes. -

AlsoZ-pi ing to the mission of ¢
Hon. "Joseph Howe to*Tondon to regoviate

for ﬁé&%ﬁ%ﬁ é&’!niilet&“’thbf‘l}.ﬁi;ﬂfwgyy: Pha -

OFFICIAL PAPERS, REPORTING, de.

. is little or no increase on the rich,

cand four horses, has to pay but'ten-days;

érs relating t'the ‘migsion’ of'the - b -yea to lie*d:
| days labotir.’ -Now, sit;-L lidve. heard< ghohvius
“frequent-igrievanioss on thistmidtter, SHRUT Eya

' Fez. 485, 1856; 1

report stated that the.Government- had: igus o
thorized the Hon. Délegate ;to: negooiate -for -
liabilities from £600,000 :to: £800,000, bat
the sum of £160,000, would be sufficient.for.:.-
the expense of the Railway from the:date. of -
the letter for a year.. Laid.on: the tabld, . ..}
Also—Telegraph and Post Office Accounts, .
which were referred to Committee.on Public
Aoccounis. ‘ SR
REPORTING,

Mr. Annand, from the committee on' Re.: '
porting, brought in his report——recommend- -
ing that the service should be-open to tender -
and contract—that an ‘additional - reporter -
should be employed to take a dsily summary;- ’
and that the-whole'debates should bé ‘made
up in & sheet the same size a8 ‘the’ mormin
papers, and all the publishers thereof ‘might: -
have as many copies a8 they- pleased—find-- **
ing the paper. S L

Mr. Wade—Is it not the intention of the
committee to consider the services of two ofd
and favorite reporters, instead of throwing
the service open to every one? 1 wish"the -
claims of these gentlemen to be distinotly npns |
derstood.: L L L

Mr. Annand—It would be expeoted thay::
should be taken into consideration. - In' the - N
plan now proposed there are two new fea: - .
tures—the first is a summary every day for'
all papersthat wish summaries; and the se-
cond that all papers that-desire it can' obtain -
full copies of the debates for their subsori= -+
bers at the mere expense of paper. In"for-
mer gessions, the debates were sosheavy that - -
they completely crusheéd the papers. ' This'
remedies the evil. R

Mr. McLellan—As a general principle ten--' -
der and contract ‘may be desirable ; but ag.
there are but few competent, I should ‘have:
liked the persons chosen to have been named.’.

Mr. Annand—The gentlemen before in

M
[

-~

the gallery have been engaged. S

Mr. Wade—As we are talking on our own -
business, I may as well say that no-member " -
ought to be allowed to speak more than'a
certain time. o e

After some conversation the report was -’
received and adopted. C "

STATUTE LABOUR. ‘

Mr. Chambers—1I ‘rise, sir, to ask for
a committee to amend the law regulating .
Statute Labour and the expenditure of road’ '
money. = Sir, I know of nolaw in the .pre. '
x}ilnce which gives so much dissatisfaction ag o
this.

“u

It is alaw, sir, which seerns to have ,".
been framed for the benefit of the rich and” -
not for the poor; for it compels the poor maxt ** -
to pay more than his proportion, whiléthere -
Fécom.: " »
pels every householder to perform " six- days:: '
labor for himself, and for every ox ‘or hotse;
one day more. .Thus, Mr. A, & rich farmer,
with a farm worth £3,000, four yoke of oxefi;

his poor neighbour'B; with a-rented farmiy :
at £30°a yeur, is reqitired by law:to pay pitier
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deemed it'my duty to Tepresent the hardships he could get men; but'nsf under'the ‘prasonit: -
to the House. It was with ‘the ‘greatest- diffi- system, where the Tich " den: 2of-the' eountry - -
oulty'-Iakt year ‘that we could get our ‘rogd did not do their share of “work.: - Pl enl uiih.
work done. ~ -Few would Work for 2. 6d., 55 . Mr. MoLellan--One thing tlie hiouse shouid )
that the overseer had to pay 6s.yand in-many  -consider.and- that' is- taxing lands: - Many S
instances the work was not done at all. An persons hold large tracts, and will -not " fglit -
gentleman travelling through-my part of the pose: of: them. " They - wait- -till: “thie-*lan
country will see this. In reference to laying around are made valuable and then have the™ :
out the money there is a deficiency also. The ' benefit of the improvements. - iAs to, the' mé. )
law will not allow more than than 4s a day, gistrates, some of them believe- anybody: i
and the man that-is not able to work ‘gets ag ethers do not ; but in Iay experience wéoan: - -
much a8 the able-bodied: labourer, Provi.. not’ get hands to: work atany price; The- -
sions are s¢ high that men Tequire more:pay, Commissioners. have to' go' “‘cap in-hianid;"" -
and 4s. & day is not too much. - We-ought to and thén only get labour'as a favors:: Fes o
allow the Commissioners discretion to employ:  Mr. ‘Gelder I 'should think''a’ laHourer:* »
the best labour: theycan find. "I will'not de- ougkt ‘ot td be eéqual toa shipibtiilder ;- &ufd@j’
tain the Houge further but move for the ap- four shillings a'day is quite enough ‘ffél'{mifﬁ;m‘f
pointment of a commtttee, ‘ .~ tomake a road for themselves, -. e
Mr. Wade— I give the hon. member viuch  Mr. Tobin spoke from under the' gallery; < -
credit for the motion he bas made; because and was inaudible. -~ ... .. -7 RIS
there are great difficulties to‘be encountered - Mr. C.J, Campbell (of Vietoria) wags very:: !
in carrying out the present Statute Labour glad that this subject- had been brought hex: :
Law. From sall my experience, it seems to fore the House by some: new membeér, aid: -
me that meitters are only getting worse and - hoped the government would bring down : -
worse. I endorse the sentiment that the lay~ some measure- for the improvement of: the’
ing'out of the money ought to be left to the system. . Itisundoubtedly tiue, sir, that the! -
discretion of the Commissioners, With us, rich man 'does’ not-do his “fair share of work’ - -
last year, they could not get labour for the and the poor-man has to make: the roads-for-:
money. I will be very happy to give the him., A commissioner oan not get mechanies
hon, member every assistance 'in my power to make bridges for 4s. a day, and the gonw!: -
to carry out his objeot. Sequence is, he has to make arrangements
Mr., Morrison—Some difference should be 1‘," hich waste his time and squander the ‘pub- i -
made in applications for remission of labour lic money. P AU I
—the Compmissionerx should have power to  Mr. Chamber Gentlemen of the long -
reduce the days—not 8 magistrate; for often Iobe are missing when anything arxseson-thg:;sv
& man goes to the latter, and gets off with Statute Labour La.w:.--(Laug:iitqr <) - M“"‘*
one day’s work. ' It is perfectly true, (as the glstrates, sir, are like other: ‘?O_Yém?ﬂ?ntr*‘gﬂ
hon, gentleman opposite has said,) the poor Officers. "I have known individuals: who
farmer has to pay too much; butI believe, du. 0ught to have- perfurmed six' days-labour;
ring the present high price of provisions, &c,, only to have performed three. Swéep away- o
able bodied men go elsewhere: and- get their this whole system, and give us a plain, e
8s. a day, while the labor of the country ig. mon-sénse, simple law, and assess every. ma
performed by boys: ‘ e gecording to his ability to pay.. o v o
Mr. Esson—I am very glad a committee = Mr. ])1mock—-l3_}verz man should" go Pnfl.”,"""‘,
has been moved for; T know very well that . Make oath as to his ability to: work’ or pay.'t
last year we had the greatestdifficaltyin Magistrates should aot consocientiously:; ‘opd
getting men to perform our work. . ought to. know ou Wwhom to bear hard-and’ .-
Mr. Dimock:—I um very glad this matter . With Whem to deal leniently..  I. waiitto."
hes been brought before the House.. I re.. know whether the overseer would foel e«

- member when 5. a-day Was given—then it responsibility than & magistratg? © . . oo
|

1'1;,

- fell down to 2s. 6d., beosuse it was-consider.  The committee was appointed as- stated ‘i«

e that-an overseer might get men for 25..6d.- . the routine already published; - after Which: -

%o perform the work.. " Then it rose.to 5s., if. the House adjourned. , . , C.

- paid in advance, - Now, it isevident that . BN e T DTS
Something ought: to be-'done. to make the » D Wﬁl?m%n E"‘b’ﬁﬁhi el
Statute Labour of benefit to the country. JUBOR’S. BEES: ' “\yio. .y} oy

Dr. Webster—It appears to me the subject Dr. Webster moved for.leave to bring i Bl ‘
 should be distinct—=Statute Labour and the Bill to authorise the Payment: of :Coroner?y |
- Commissioners. - In the county where: I re- -Jurors. ., . e T e
' side men who had teaqns sent them off a little. Dr. Tupper—We should;also. consider. the:: .,
 before the:Statute Labour time came on.— whole Juey Law. - o0 e 1oy
here ismo. way. of: coming to.a just contri- .. .Hon. Solicitor,‘Geneml#-mhes’zbegiqlﬁtuwh :
bution of labour except to make every man allowed the::Grand -J uries 0., a88es8:t0.pag oy,
8y according toiwhat-he. is: worth; . Many, . themselves in the: Bessions, buts.noti: in ithese
ommigsioners:in -our -county ; had. £40; or Supréme,. Court. - If the principlesbe sonndy, b e
£60 .and could: not. “gpend - aishilling: of; it. . it :shouldzapplyito bothi. i Partigs have somen xi
Theyj.couldirvndtt_wgeh men:ab4b,'when these’ times to travel: 60:0r:60:miles awithont = pay.isun; |
men could .getiL0s:d day:’ If%hwi“aqmmiéma:mgnc.iwitqahéu_lid‘be"ﬁepnéid?fédxxﬁjheeth,eﬂmua‘;a el
Honer had the power to give what was right:i(Jirors ought ot to be paid for attendiinéerodl

Mo
) L

i
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oncriminal trials, | If @he;;dgmmittﬂee do npi, :

move in the matter, I will: brlng, in' 'a Bill
before the end of the Session. oo

Mr. M. I. Wilkins—I think there ought to
be a general committee on the subject of
Jurors’ fees. - g ‘

Mr.. Dimock—As well petit Jurors as
grand. . N
Dr. Tupper—I do not say I would confine
the question merely to fees. No one subject
is 80 much complained of as that involving
Tees ;to petit jurors. In New Brunswick
wherg the number of jurors, is. now reduced
to seven, each one gets paid five shillings per
day. . I have known jurors to have been ob-
liged to travel from 40 to 70 miles and be
detained for days, sometimes returning home
without coming to any decision at all. In
New Brunswick the fees form a jury fund,
partly paid by the county treasurer, and the

alance made up out of the provincial funds,
I hope the committee will take the whole
matter into consideration and make some
substantial reform.

Mr. McLellan—If o man has jury business
to perform, will he not be better off at the
end ‘of his lite for submitting to that trifling
sacrifice, than if he had paid a tax-gatherer
to collect in enough money to pay jurors ?
I think so.

Mr. Wilkins—There is no sense in oppos-
ing an alteration in this law. Paying jurors
is the law in New Brunswick; and I have
been in Prince Edward Island, where no
reasonable payment is made, and the conse-
quence was that whenever a man’s name
was called and he did not want to appear he
could be proved to be sick. The idea of ask-
ing & man to transact another man’s busi-
ness for nothing is perfectly monstrous and
absurd,. ,

Committee appointed~—Dr, Tupper, Dr.
Webster, Mr. Wilkins, Hon. Sol. General,
and Mr. McKeagney.

Mr. A. Archibald moved in the matter of
fees paid for Commissions taken out by Mili-
tia Officers,

Last year the law provided that Commis.
sions ghould be given without charge, but
some of the more enthusiastic had alresdy
paid. for their Commissions. The matter
ought to be regulated fairly.

‘ {AFTERNOON.)

Hon. Mr. Johnston—Petition from Benj.
K. Dodge, for aid to keep on hand a constant
supply of vaccine matter.

r. Webster—Is he a medical man ? -

Hon: Mr. Johnston—He is a man who,
though partially deaf and dumb, and though,
striotly spéaking,  not a professional man,
is yet able to make himself extremely useful
in the meighbourhood where he resides.
has, by a:sort of :intuition, made himself ac-
qusainted with the herbal:qualities of . fruits
‘snd plants, and has done a vast deal of good
in healing the sick around him: - I move the
petition:be referred to a select committes.

Agreed: to.—Dr. Webster;, Mr. Ryder, - Mr,
Chmhiu}‘f’ivﬁ' T Ty RCE

STATUTE LABOR, &o.

‘aid in the education and support.of her son; .

He

¢ Wuking. e

Fzs. 6 & 7, 1856,

Hon. Provinoial Secretary laid on the tabla ;!
correspondence relating to copper coinsge..« .
Mr. Johnston’s Bill to amend the Muniei. . .
pal Incorporation Act was read a second ..
time and committed. . o e
Hon. Solicitor General said that therewere. .
» number of gentlemen in this House who. .
were not here last session, and who ought
to have an opportunity of studying the sub- ;.
Jject in all its phases. o
Hon. Mr. Johnston was quite willing. |
Mr Peter Smyth—Petition in favor of an
Oat Mill. ;

T,

B A A R

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, - . .1 f.iu
Hon. Mr. Jobnston gave' notice ‘that he
would move at an early day for a reconstruoc~ -
tion of the Legislative Council,

Mr. Annand—And I give notice that at an
early day 1 will bring under consideration
of the House the state of the representation. -
of the Province. In matters of reform, itis -
the better course to begin at home and re- ..
form ourselves —(Laughter.) Gentlemen .
muy laugh but the subject is one of moment,
and demands the action of Parlinment..

Hon. J. W. Johnston—I perfectly agree-
with the hon. gentleman—this House does ..
sadly want reforming. RN I

Mr. Annand—I mean as regards the ano-, .
malies between County and Township Repre.
sentation.

House adjourned. C.

TrurspAY, Feb. 7.

The House opened at half-past three, "
The hon. member for Truro (Mr. Hyde)
attended at the table, and, in presence of the
Hon. Hugh Bell as Commissioner, tcok the "
ugual oath, and his seat in the House. -

PETITIONS PRESENTED. :

By the Hon. Solicitor General, from inhab-
itants of Gulf Shore, for further aid to Ari- ..
saig Pier. I

By Mr. Ryder, from George Bingay, for
compensation for services performed in - his .-
capacity as Coroner. : S

By Mr. C. Campbell, from Joseph Emsly,
M.D., of Baddeck, C.B., for compensation
for services performed to sick Indians. . Re-:
ferred to committee on Indian affairs, ‘

By Mr. Whitman,from certain inhabitants | -
of the township of Clements, .for alteration ; -
of the township line. . . o SNTERLE

Mr. Whitman apprehended there would be -
a counter petition, and moved that the pre. :. -
gent petition do lie on the table.  Laid upon::
the table. ‘ SR

By Mr. Tobin, from 8usan Kelly, praying: °

now in the deaf and dumb asylum ‘inithe .

United States. Referred to a select commites |
teeo. c L S R
* By Mr. Davidson, from Wm. Minard;

praying the interposition of the House:in-the
magter of some difference: between - him /and
the Crown Land Office. .Reforred,:to:seléot

4‘

committee—Messrs, . Wier,. Campbell, and i

B Y s
Dty GRE Gl
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" By Mr. Ryder from Stephen D'Entremont,
for remuneration for services performed to siok
Indians: - Petition referred to committee on
Indian affairs St ‘

By Mr. Geldert from the Revd- Henry
Deblois, praying (as the reporter understood)
repayment of & sum of money, of the School
monies’ of the county of Lunenburg, acci.
dentally lost by him. Petition laid upon the
table. ' ‘

' By Mr. Bourneuf from ~overseers of poor
at Weymouth for expenses of transient pau-
)2 ' ,
peAlso from Andrew Bourneuf ‘for expenses

ingurred in & suit to colleat duties,

Mr  Fuller introduced g bill to legalize the
drawing of the Grand and Petit Juries,
(county of Richmond;) in October last. —
Bill read o first time,

House adjourned, " C.
Y < . ..

Fripay, February 8.
. RAILROAD,

The House was engaged during all the
early portion of the dey in receiving Peoti.
tiong,

The Hon. Attorney General, by command,
laid on the table of the. House the Teport of
the Commissioners of the Railway, which, he
said, exhibited the amount received .and ex.
pended by the Railway Board to 8lst Decr.
last.. The accounts shewed that up to that
date £205,078 17s. 84, had been received,
and £202,482 7s 6d., leaving cash on hand
£3693 10s. 1d. That to complete all out-
standing contracts to 1857 would require
£220,648 23, 6d., and that when the 61
miles contracted for were completed the cost
would not exceed £5878 stg, per mile. The
receipts of the road for the 8ix months end-
ing 818t Deo. 1855 were

From passengers £1689 18 2
‘" freight ‘ 94 18 1
i do of iron 88 9 4

Contractors for use of locometive 103 ‘ 0 7

1898 1 9

Running expenses £845 12 11
or repairs ogoa- ‘
sioned by gcci-
dent 16010 0 996 12 11

———

: ‘ 901 18 3
The uext paper is o statement of the ope-~
ritions of ‘the Nova Scotia, Railway for six

Wonths, viz., June, J uly, August, September;

ANovember and December,

Traing ran per day, to and from

“RAILROAD EEPORT,

- Boxes '~
Bags B .
"' Bundles' and- Parcels - o
" Basketg * i * L R
Bars Iron, owt, |
Quixipaﬂs'ﬁqti’ S
Lumber,
Chestg Ten
Tubs '
- Cows
Pigs; Sheep,
Stoves

Iron Rails 20887 o bk
* Chairg ’4101-};‘?"“? 8843
The last document I have ''to"subrsi i s

report of the progress of the works-g ewing

that since May 1854, 64" mileg of ‘road ‘had
been located and put under contract=of ks

8 miles were completed, over which trdffis’ is

daily passing. The report thengoes ‘on: to

shew the direction of- the lines:located 80 far

48 laid out. The main line commienges at

Bedford Basin, follows the valley leading to

Lilly Lake, thence crosses Rocky- I, ko) pags-

€s between first and second Lakes; thence

along north side Long Lake, down Rdwdon

River Valley, along east shore of 't Grand

Lake to Sandy Cove here, and‘:continkui_n“g on

its west side to Nelson’s. . The Windsor., line

is next described with the. reasons. for.its
adoption, o ‘ e e -

- [As the report has been slready. published,
in extensp, We omit any furthep reference to
it.] . N

It will be peroeived then ‘that the actual

metioal compatation, This . fact.algo is of o
character equally interesting that. & line of
road commencing at. the. Goverpor;’s;.;fam@
and terminating ag Sackville,, passing..over
the mogt costly .portion of, the whole line
has yielding over.and above the working
oxpenses together with an accidental; loss:,of
1601, 10s. two and one half per cent on the
outlay, Looking then to .the ,WHdl‘e’if.sjépjep;
as it is presented to ug in theﬁgﬁ“doﬁifmé;ﬁpg
I cannot but congratulate the Hotsg upon
the certain prospect of g speedy Gompletion
of our lines East and West, and 5 Tremuner.
ative return from them afterwards.”” Under
these circumstances, My, Spéaker,” we gonifit
dently look forward to the titme when gy
Railway system shall tap the waters “6f" fhé.

Bay of Fundy on one side ang the the: Guif
of 8t. Lawrence on the other ; while thé
main trunk will conneot. ug with New: Biuns:
wick, the Canadag and-the United States,s.

Sackville—June to November 4 With these remarks, sir, I.beg leave -toitay
November to 81st December 3 the papers to which I have. alludéd-ﬁ‘onﬂ;:yhe J
Miles run . ‘ © 8098 table. R CTEEE VIR T IR N i
Lassengers carried ‘ " 80,663 Mr, Tupper: said—Ag-there is:nothing par:
aight carried, viz, : ~ ‘ ticular before the House, Irise to.offer aisu
Horses nnd Waggons ‘ 472  gestion which I hope will com‘m’m;dﬁ‘iféelﬁé@fsm
Single Horgeg = < 48 - the minds of’,:hon.‘gentlemenr-im?édnneoﬁon
Mail Coaches - e 72 with.the subjeot; to. which ,the»ewhém'gmwmeﬁ ‘
HDo fqgl&:s; - h o ‘273 general lia,s Jjust b:(llled*ithe:;&tfenﬁo%i:&té?w
ogsheads and Pune eons - - 168. 'House:. . It-is excee ing ”y;*gx'ati;”iqgﬁ_ hity
Barrels Cedlen el 619 theHouse andfcougmymsmgﬁéfmw
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-ﬁlintelligence a8 to the progress-of our

Railway and the prospects of success - which
thé undertaking in, its present aspect exhi.

- bits, . Tt would be well that the House should
. understand whether the route pursued does

or does not conform to the: surveys of Mr.

- Bykes and Mr. Beattie. While.T am on my

feet I may also observe that the establishment
of a pier at Parrsboro’ to which a steamer
‘might ply and be acecommodated in taking on
hoard and putting out passengersand freight

- arriving from and going to 8t. John, N.B.,

would prove of great advantage, and in a
short time amply repay the outlay; in this
opinion I am sustained by the Chairman of

the Board of Commissioners.

" ..iHon. Attorney General—In reply to the
. remarks of the hon. and lesrned member for

Cumberland, I think'I am correct in saying
that,the line pursued by the Railway is near-
ly identioal with that' surveyed by Mr. Beat-
tie for the first eight miles—but that when it
pagees beyond these eight miles it pursues
ap, entirely. different course. The cost of
congirnoting those eight wiles is about
6,0002. sterling: per mile—much less than
was:anticipated.

Hon. J. W. Johnston—I think there is
some deviation from Mr. Beattie’s survey of
the first section; the line he contemplated
ran further from the water and would not
‘have' interfered so much with the road.—

‘None of us, however, are disposed to oavil

with the course pursued; but on the contra~
‘ry, now that the work is fairly underweigh
to offer'io'opposition that might at all retard
ite completion—-or to interfere with the ex-
‘eroise of such a diseretion by the Commis-
sioners as is necessary to carry on the pro-
Ject to a successful issues but it will be per-
ceived that the cost—so far as the work has
‘yet. proceeded, exceeded the amount contem-
‘platéd by the more sanguine of the friends of
this work. ‘

Mr, M. I. Wilkins—In the larger estimates
submitted it was probakly contemplated that
‘the work should be of & more expensive char-
aotér than that of the one in course of con-
strugtion. ‘

, Mr, McLellan—I am sure, sir, that when
the road was first-talked of—as good a line
could have been built for 40007, sterling per

mile as that.which now costs 60007, .
:; Hon, Attorney General—The rise in prices
lds added considerably to the cost ; in the
article of gunpowder alone, which cannot be
imported from the' United States into the
oolonies, the cost pér mile has been increased
by.several hundred pounds. SR
Mr. M. I. Wilkins asked if any work had
been performed on-that portion- of the line
which: branched from the Windsor route to-
wardsTruro? . ‘
.. Hon, -Attorney General—Yes ; contracts
for:-a -considerable portion have been taken

and some.work’'doné on the lime.,

v

. :Mr::Chanihets said < The-hon, ‘member ' for

ort A

- Onmberland- ivoattending rto ithe ~reghiire.
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of my duty; I feel that if any-‘socommoda-
tion can be afforded to the county of Hants
and more especially to the township of . New-
port, which I more immediately represent, it
ought to be conceded. - The course which the
Railway is:to run will deprive a large, fertile
and thickly settled district of its advantages,

.compelling the inhabitants to. iravel npwards

of ten'miles to Windsor or a greater distance
to the half-way house before they will be ena.
bled to.avail themselves of it, while it passes
through a district almost entirely uncultivae
ted if net unproductive. .I would suggest,
therefore, that the government should eonsi.

-der.the, propriety of lending their aid: to-

wards the construction of s short -branch to
connect this fertile district with the-main
trunk. Co T

Hon. Attorney General-explained that the
Railway Board had found it necessary to
adopt the line of the present Railway be.
cause of the difficulties’ attending the con-
struction of line ranning through sny other
locality to Windsor. Ca

Hon. Provincial Secrotary said it was true
that the Railway followed a barren track,
but the course pursued was inevitable. ~He
entirely coincided with the hon member for
the township of Newport in the ideag he had
expressed and the loss sustained by the 'peo-
ple of a portion of the county in consequerice
of this; but he much mistook the intelligence,
public spirit and enterprize of the inhabitants
of that district if they do'not, very shortly
after the construction of the line to Windsor,
effect a junction with the main line by
means of & branch. = L

Mr. Dimook—The line of the road . is . set-
tled and the districtsthrough which it,is to
pass finally decided on; it is, therefore, of lit-
tle use to revive a subject which I have been
instrumental in mooting here before ; but,
sir, I do believe that if Mr. Sykes had been
requested to pass upon the propriety of
adopting either of the respective routes allu-
ded to—he would not have chogen the one
now adopted—for, looking to profit "as, well
as convenience, the other would prove, infin-
itely more advantageous.

Mr, Whitman—One reason for adopting
the line was, that it would shorten the dis-
tance—in my view, a very valid one ; but
the hon. member for Newport seéms to think
that every consideration should be accorded
to them, and that there is no. other place in
creation but Newport or Hants.—(Laugh-
ler.) D :

Mr. Chamberg-—Credtion is a large word—
{Laughter), 1 presume the advantage of
the line spoken of exists only in diminishing
slightly the distance; if so, theé preponder<
ance of benefit is in favor of the -course
which I believe should have been adopted.

* The discussion here dropped. - °

-A number of petitions weré then presented
which have already'been/noticed it the sum- -
mary formerly published. parEid
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their mines, and to take such farther action in
the matter as may appear just and right for the
. interest of the Province, and to fully secure the
fulfillment of the company’s agreement.”

Which was agreed to by the House.

Now, sir, a great public guestion is under
discussion and hon. gentlemen on both sides
had spoken previously—a resolution is proposed
and pessed without amendment—without dis-
sent; am I not justified in conecluding that it
met the unanimous approval of the House ?

Hon. J. W. Johnston~—Most certainly not.—"

My recollection, Mr. Speaker, went back to the
circurmstances attending the passage of the
resolutions referred to by the Hon. Attoruey
General with too much exactitude to permit
my accepting his statement as correct. Now,
sir, what were those circumstances. The learned
Attorney Goneral avowed that whatever rights
the Mining Associatian possessed at the time of
the transfer should be secured intact,—but that
which he expressed in words he declined to bind
bimse!f to on paper. What I wished the hon.
and learned Attorney General to do was to ex-
press this idea in the resolution without exag-
geration—my amendment merely went to cure
tois defect in the original reselution. As re-
gards the other—true, no division took place on
it. The government of Nova Scotia were au-
thorised to enter into an arrangement with the
General Mining Association on certain terms—
but it left the company free to adopt those terms
ar not as tbey should see fit. Feeling that the
Association were quite compsetent to understand
the effect of any proposed agreement, and that
they were the best judges of their own interests,
X offered no opposition to the resolution,~—but
the hon. Attorney General is not justified in
agserting that it passed unanimously; when a
resolution iy entered as having passed unani-
mously, it is an evidence that no conflicting
opinions are entertained in the House, but that
all are animated by the same opmion; but are
there not many oases when hon. gentlemen dis-
sent from & particmlar motion though they do
not from many motives openly oppose it. Can
such e resofution be said to have passed unani-
mously ? No; but simply without opposition;
and 1t is only when the question i directly put
to the House—wbgther it saall be entered as
“unanimous” on the journals, and no objection
is made to the proposition, that this can be said.
Now, sir, if the hon. and learned Attorney
General will attach to the word equities, used
in the papers just submitted, the same signifi-
cance and meaning which I think- it cenveys,
there will be but stight, if any, difference of
opinion between us. I believe and am assured
that it is there used in its legal sense; that we
are informed by these documents that the legal
title having passed by the Bill to the Province
we must be prepared ‘to fulfil all the duties
which the Crown would have been obliged to
pertorm had the title not been transferred. I
believe 'that statesmen regard it ssan equit-
able obligation, equally binding with a legal
obligation, and differing from it only in that it

is to ke enforoed if resisted by a different tri-

bunal, ‘ ‘ ‘

Hon. Provineial Seoretery. If hon. geatle-
men will refer to the journals they eannot fail
to perceive that a majority of, this House were

right, and that the hon. and learned gentleman’
who has just sat down was wrong. None of us.
were disposed to question go palpable and self-

evident as? that when the Legislature of this
Province adopted the Civil List Billand obtain-
ed the revenues derived from the Mines and
Minerals, they became responsible for the
performance of all those duties for which the
British Government were bounden at that pe-
riod. But a difference arose as to the nature
of those equitable rights and duties; one party
contended that the British government should
not make any new lease to the Association or to
the representatives of the Duke of York, or in
any way alter the terms on which the mines
and minerals were held in April, 1849, without
the conourrence of our Legislature—the other
party asserted s right in the British government
to complete & lease on the terms of April,
1849, without consultation with or reference to
the Legisiature of Nova Scotia. The House
thought that the views of the former were right
and negative those entertained by the latter —
Bir, I consider the mode in which the Crown
officers have dealt with us in this matter to be
most creditable to them and fair to us; they
have not confined the decision of the equitable
rights of the Mining Association to the Chan-
cery Court in the mother country, but have
given to our own Equity tribunal a large power
and extensive jurisdiction. ‘

Hon, J. W. Johnston-—Let us sec what soope
there is for the argument of the Hon. Provincial
Secretary. He says there was a difference of
opinion—I entirely dissent from that; there
was no diversity of sentiment expressed——but
the resolution moved was ambiguous.

Hon. Attorney General-—Where wag the am-
biguity % ‘ \

Hon. J. W. Johnston—I will tell the hon.
gentleman. The resolution weat on to “protest
against the granting of any nmew leaso to the
Association or to the representatives of the
Duke of York of our mines and minerals or.
any alteration of the terms on which they were
held in April, 1849;” whieh left it undetermin- .
ed whether the House was or was not favorable
to securing to the Mining Association those
rights which were indisputably theirs in April,
1849. My amendment was that the word mew
befeore the word lease, and the word or after the

+word munerals, be struck out, and that the word

comprising be substituted therefor. 'The reso-
lution would tien read thug—¢¢ The people of
this provinee do sulemnly protest against the
granting of any lease to the Association or to
the representative of the Duke of York of our”
mines and minorals comprising any alteration
of the terms on which they were held in April,
1849,” Thus securing to the Assceiation all .
the equitable rights to which they were entitled
at that period.

Mr. McLellan—So far 28 my apprehension of
the matter goes there was no difference of opi. -
nion as to rights, but hon. gentlemen did en.
tortain conflicting opinions as to how those
rights were to be ascertained. The hon. Atty.
General wished them to be settled by the House -
and the hon. and learned member for Annapolis
desired that the British government should
settle them. Co

Hon. Solicitor General—But, sir, hon gentle~ - -
men seem to forget that there has always been -
& large party in this country-who entirely* de-
nied that the Mining Association had no legal:
rights. It is true we once obtained.the opinion ™%
of ‘Crown Officers on that point—which opinion:" 7
was dissented from by & very large seqiion of ..

e
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the people. . Many of us thought and still
think that the grant wag improvident and un-
Just,—but independent of this, if the Assooia-
tion are entitled to equitable oconsideration—in
my opinion we are entitled to deal with and
decide  them. ' The matter stands as though i
were a question between individuals,
ple claim to be heirs of a property which has
been leased without their consent, being enti-
tled—they now claim the possession and owner.
ship of them. - . ‘

Mr. Archibald—The question before the
House is of a very simple charaoter, easily un.
derstood, and as ensily explained. The Crown
bad entered into certain agreements with the
Mining Assooiation. The substance of these
agreements was embodied in a Treasury minute
passed in 1845, expressing the assent of the
Crown to certain terms on which they were
willing to lease the mines of Nova Scotia —
These terms, with several modifications, are set
forth in an agreement between the Crown, the
Mining Association, and the representatives of
the Duke of York, which was executed in 1849,
This agreement contemplates the making of a
lease, but does not actually make it. ean.
while, the Civil List Aet of 1849 PasEes our
Legislature. By this Act the legal Hstate of
the Crown ig, by the assent of the Crown, vested
in the Legisiature of Nova Seotia. Any lease,
therefore, that gives a valid legal title must
emanate from our authority, The Hon. the
Attorney General in the correspondence sub.
mitted lagt year maintained this dootrine. He
said that the Crown, by asgenting to the Civil
List Aot, had denuded itself of the Estate and
was 0ot in a position to grant a lease. In thig
the Crown Officers of England actually agree
with him. Itis true that with the legal estate,
wo are subject to the Equities, to which it was
liable in the hands of the Crown—and it will
be the duty of this House to carry them out
fairly; The Legislatare on this subjeot would
have to . "

artics judging as judges—
F Hon.JMrg J gnnstonE-No. ‘

Mr. Archibald—Yes, as judges. The Mining
Assooiation came to this House to ask oertain
Aots to be done which they consider to be their
rights. The House in granting or refusing
mast decide whether the olaims are Jjust or un.
just—and so far they are exercising the func.
tions of judges.

Hon. Mr. Johnston—No ! .

Mr. Archibald——Then, let me ask the hon,
and learned gentleman, if the House take g
view of the rights of the Association different
from their own, and refuse to execute a lease on
the terms demanded by them, to what authority
they are to apply to compel.them ? It is ob.
vious then that we must
a4 in the character of trustees, and, thierefore,
in approaching this subject, to view
it calmly and dispagsionately, 8o as to give to
the Equities of the
ideration. :

Hon, J. W, J ohnston—This; sir, is the first
time Y ever heard ‘of any tribunal being & party
and ajudge. It is & position of sush delicaey
that 1 am sure none would desire to ocoupy it.
Bug, sir, if necessity on any ocoasion did. .com-
pel human beings to assume _Ppositions 80 anoce

Not as judges.

maloug, characters so, contradietory, it would be .

indeed esgential that they should. be' of. prindi.

Ples too juit, of integrity. too strong, to' permit

) Lol

3

.The peo-

. but se that they shall

* them once a month,

aot in & two fold capacity. First, as

aot ax judges as well.

Association the fullest oon-:

; true in theory, but ;
fact areates a greatdes f disent
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their being swerved from the striof line of duty. -
The disougsion, here dropped, and the ‘Hougg‘,

adjourned. - W
‘Moxpay, Feby. 11. ‘
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House in Committee. T o
The Municipal Corporation Amendmers Bill
was taken up. | ‘ ‘ o
Hon. Mr, Jehnston—The Bill goes no fur.
ther than to give to every county the privilege
of being inocorporated if they 'wish. Some
mewmbers wish it modified—or the- great ' ques.
tion should first arise, as to whether the general
bill should be made obligatory on every county,
I take it for granted that there.will be no ghe
Jeotion to this bill, in ocase the House' do net
prefer the whole bill applicable to the whole
provinee, . : B
Mr. McLellan—1I am in favor of Corporations,
‘ do more gocd than harm.
{his bill is like the  Indian’s gun—bad lock,
steek, and Marrel. First, it was too eXpensive,
A man with plenty of money does not care
much to pay less or more; but the posr man
who had to pay to support his family felt every
addition to his taxesa serious burden, . Let the
people vote for whom they want. Men that
were qualified to vote for members of thig
House, ought surely to be fit to .vote for county
officers. This bill will increase litigation. We
have now quarterly Courts. This bill' holds
We had small courts be-
people swept them away, Litiga-
thing. I may be told the people
are the best judges. Are they the best Jjudges
in temperance; if so, why coerce them 7~ No !’
We find it neveessary to coerce the people some=
times. Tavern keepers love courts—so do law-
yevs—(Laughter.) There is another class—those
Wwho think their coats are too small for them.
and that if they ges this bill, they will have an
office or other place to get into. = The Counoil
did quite right last year in the manner they
sent down the bill—removing the coercive
elause, Where are the petitions in favor.of this
bill 7 They are not hers, and therefore the
bill is condemned. Annapolis has not taken it;
Yarmouth, which has taken it, has already
sent in petitions against it. . We have spent an
encrmous quantity of time on the bill—only
one county has adopted it—and I now move
that it be deferred for three months, ..f
Mr. Chambers—Mr. Speaker, I conceive it to
be the peculiar duty of new members to give
their opinions on this bill, as it affects the
pohitical machinery of this ‘province. Bir,
1 cannot understand the opposition of the hon.
member for Colchester. I always’ understood -
he was one of the warmest friends of responsi-
ble government, Now, sir, I am not prepared -

fore, and the
tion is a bad

. t0 go the whole length of this bill; but X think

the time has come when gome system of county
government should be adopted, having a ten-
dency to give much greater satisfaction to the
people of this Province. We have, sir, certain
heads of departments for the province, who are
responsible to the government—that government’
respcnsible to this House, and this-House res:'
pongible to the people. . Weare also told that -
the heads of depertments in each ‘county ‘are’ *

.responsible, to the ~§ov¢rn'r,x‘xgnt,m.mhi,,;;:aﬁ.’ i
b.in ;practice; and the~ - -~ “ "

set




« another point, sir; and that is," the oath

- Hon.J. W,
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the people. Take, for ,iniiaheﬁ,"‘ihhgiéﬁh;es
and, " road overseers. - Who: 80" able 4o clhinose .
those officers as the people who are acquninted
with tlhe oharacter, abilities,-and genernl busi-
ness habits of those among them 7 Jlow can
the gevernment know who the proper men aro
all over the provinee'?  Tukb cur road columis-
sioners:—Gantiemen around theso benches may
exercise all their, diserétion; but even then,
men aré sometimes chosen who are nub fit to be
eotrusted.with -the expendituro of money, be-
cause they are incompetent to do so properly.
This difficulty will be gob over by this hill; and
if the people.make a bad choices, we will not
be blanieable.fov.it. T am. ot prepared ‘to go
into particulars; but I oan sve ng diffieulty but
much .advantago. in-giving this power to the
people.. I have, however, an objeotion to the
first clause. of the act gy it stands on the Sta.
tute Book. I would have tho nuitber of per-
2008 to, decide. in favor of receiving the bill in-
oreased from 100 to 500, -. ‘
Mr. Morrison—~—Had the bil] come before ' us
in anything of a compulsory nature, I ghould
feel it.my duty toigive my voice againgt it; but
since if, comes here leaving'it to' tho choice of
the péople to reject or adopt it aceording to
their ciroumstanges, I will'give my vote to the
bill, subject, to a.few alterations, M y hon.
friend bepide me hag taken exception to the firsi
section. of the act, and I agree with him. As
Le has Already remarled it is very ea.y to got
a orowd together—some turbulent spirits in a
sounty may . soon draw not only 100 but 1000
together for the sake:of a spree, and put the
oounty. to a very large ¢xponse without any
fommepsurate benefit. - ‘Thero is anothey point
in this bill>whioh;onght to be gnrended. On the
meeting being held to 000Dt Or reject tho law,
the Sheriff is to recoive' 20s:; the oputy 10s.,
and the Clerks 5s. -1 do o sed how thig thoney
is to bo,colleoted-at least I cannot find it in
my 60py of, the laws—ip may be that they are
2o badly. indexed. 'Thep. agaid, in page 17,
#ection 18th, there <are. provisions ' for unking
Commisgioners, of Bohoola, - This I think ought
to be e braced, in. a goneral system of cduca-
Again, . in; page 26, and section 84, a
Judge of the Supreme.: Court 'is authorized to
awmeroe for centain.amounts in caso the Wardons
and Coutoil, do notipay.: This iq Whong. Tf the
wardens and, oonnei] .do nob-@b Tight they sliouid
be prosecfited, .. For the sako of 26t paying £5
they may put the county t9' £50 oxpense, N 0,
#ir, let the man who Lin§ hig elaim; sup the wyy
dens and ' councillors, . . T. ohnhot TWnderstand
1 of an |
auditor, k:do not know, sirjthat I may not be
called upon to act as: auditor. for- the county of
Colehester, ... It 88y8 ‘“and have I haye not,since
had,”— (page 33). This eannot uderstand ;
and the law ought to be made so thyy it can’ be
wnderstood,,.. i i - .o oo .
Hou. Sqligitor .General-y think, sir, hon,
members pergeive,, that- the- bilj isnot'in the
in whick it ought, to'pasdy and suggegt .
to the hqn,p;emberﬁfor—}&nhapplig the propriety:, .
of referring it.to special committée; members
then would, have.an, opporthinity' * f ‘making

suggoebiong to suit.'the cirduinstances of theiy

I 1}

nMmerous qlggrations'weéindiépéz‘z_‘s‘,{ihl'e‘.‘ F e
- Wi Johnston— ?ﬁbﬁlﬁlil?éestj fo ik g

Hon. Solicitor, General whthé At gt D"

Flon.

T MUNICIPALITIES.

Jotity against tho bill as it is;

* 1o objections.for it to go to’

~ferwards to comnittees. '
-ing on it ab- onoe,
; : : ) L ' anbural death, :
. respeotive gountiess . Ag regatdy my own'county

i s JBOUOR, | b . telligent commitgess, - Tt i3 “noty’ therd
; the right oﬂﬁ\inbﬁcmﬁﬁ“tﬁe mﬁ;@ﬁ')&f’t%é” o hé.sstelligen {4
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Fep. 11, 1856.
Tooe UL T aeer o
momber f(;l: Colohester strikes at the rout of the' " .
whole bill." . The, motion now mads, theréfose;
is rrthex prematare. . When, the'main fuestion *
is deeided, I shall have no objeobion\tq a seleot '

cominittce. . ‘
My, MeLeilan—} withdraw my motion/ L
fon Mr. Johnston—It should not be ‘with-"
deawn . now, if it is to be remewod sgain’ ' It '
would give a great deal of trouble for nothing’
for I have taken and shall have to bestow con-*
siderable labour on the bill. I wish to make it ..
obligatory on the whole province; nex4 to thay
I wish thig bill; butletus try tho prineiple firss,
Mr. MoLollsu—I am not against the bill' for
&ny county that wanta it, : o
Hon. Attorney General—Tho compuleory.
slauso cpeny a wide field; and I must confeys,
Mr, Speaker, I am disappointed that some of ,
the large agricultural counties liko Annapolis .
and Kings have not adopted the Bill. * Y think,
siv, thero is a large majority in favor of ghe
bill that passed last Jear, but both thisand that
vught to bo sont to a committeo, so that every’
mewher may make what suggestions he thinks
iRy subgerve the interests. of his county. [
have’nlways been in favor of seif-gove: nment by
the peoplo, through tlese ineorporations, but
%o ara not yeb ripe for tho compuisory clause,
Mr. Wade—The bill passod last year for Ffour
sounties—~King’s, Queen's, Yarmouth, and An-
napolig—ouly one county hag adopted it; ang
in the absence of petitions, I do not know what
oan be done further; thorefore T approve of the |
mation to defor tho bill to this day three months, .
Mr. Chambers—I think there would bo & mna.
and, therefore, it , . |
should be veferred to n committee o ‘make the .
necessary aiterations. o s
Ar. Marshall—In the county of Guysborough =
WO are nuxicus to have tho bill; bat I ‘think,jt
botter to allow the compulsory - question . to ‘be
deoided after the,bill has been completed. Opg
gentlewan object that if the warden in gouneil
rofuss to assess, (he Judge of the Suprewe J
Court shall do so. ' That power, 8 Judge has."". ’
Low.  Suppose the Grand Jury rofuse to aseoss |
for builiding a court, house, feeding prisoners, or
other necossary county business, some authority
above ¢ <m ought to have the power. [ amin_ ;
fuvor ot .this bill; first, because it is noeesaary "
for carrying out the system'of government in
the couniry; andg, secondly, hecause you will
never get u proper systemn of taxation for edy- ‘
eation withont it, = It will teach your poople ‘
sclfereliance, and to act on their rulers instead el
ot being operated upon by them.  The Power .. ...
trusted to men of property ..
and intelligenee, and I hope they will be en. v
trustod with the appointments of "your Road, .., ..
Commissioners; ‘for, under the present system,
nothing ean bo done for tho improvement of the e
roads, so keen is the pressuio of indiy idualgon " ...
members. 1.am infavour of {he bijl, .Lhave e
a committee; bug, " .
adler having beon twelve years in this Houqe‘,’; Tt
L san only say that.

of & county will be

I have Seldom geon any Cn
‘benefit arizing from sending bills back wards and .
[ wwould prefer diyid. | |
and if deferred fot it die S

Hon, Mr. Johnston—I would z-em'ndt.helso:e 2
gentleman. tlat the bill‘.pa.-sgset‘i_lqs}; geggxo%ﬁggmz ‘
blready gone shrough the vrdéal of‘sé‘{'ﬁ%@}w e o g

ote, g "
rorude measure, but hes been made as pg;feci; ag

' e 8 b
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possible under the suggestions of evéry member - our population” is* shiatde and jé/hen "t‘ché ‘1"63.:(‘1’

of .the: former. Houge: " 'I- think a'seleot com-  servige caute 0 bo attended to, ‘and' 4 sum of
mittee.at this stage would lead to ng Yory bene- money was handed to.the warden, the extreme
ficial-result. . The Teason why' the bill was not - part of the county would get nothing at all,—.
adopted in Annapolis was that the olections in- .The money would.be divided ‘up in the ceatrs,
terfered first and the occupations ‘of ‘the farmer. and the road commissioners, I am afraid, would
next.. Xt was lofy till autu‘mp‘.ﬁ"But,tbg electiors. ot be much better .appointed than they are
were fresh in the remembranes of the peagantry - mow.. The'elections would run heavy, and the
ae the general olection itself.  The people ‘Wwho' gotin, s el T

would huve been- terrifiad by & thousgnd threats; . Mp. Wier—There'is an old vulgar. saying—

and it'would have crentod as uch . excitement money bd given ‘to favourites of 'the candidateg. =

wpprehension of enermons 2xpense, and other «What “ig sauco for the goose is sauce for the,

bugbears to frighten them froma good measure. . gander.” ' ‘T ‘oannot understand how many gen-

Like the hon. member from Newpors. I ani ag. . tlemon say they are'in favour of the bill, but

tonished that the People have nyk sdopted it are afraid it cannot be carried out. I asked
with acolamation. ' - Bat it s xpensive ! Is  myself firat whother it was 8 good:bill; .and, if

that the language of ‘Bnglishmen~is it the -0, it ought to be made ,obligatory - on the-

language of freemen whq‘hol,d(é,vorybhing,dear whole people. To pass it in this way is like
under their own dominion without reference to throwing a fire brand into the country. Ifregs

the swmall oonsideration ' of pence. Why, sir, ponsible gpovernient is good; it ought. to apply. .

throughout the whole arrangement thereisonly  to the wloid People, and to every county.. It
one salary fixed—that ‘i3 one dollar each for, i8 merely giving into the hands. of the .people
couneiliors, and their term of Services is limited, . the direetion of ther own ‘affairs..  Under - the.

aml a sounty - government ocannot be extrava- prosent system you ‘ounnot get magistrates:to .-

g4t unless the people chooge, Bat, sir, & do the 'work, ' If the people are not ready. for
higher motive animates me ! thatof giving the the bl now, when will they be ready 7. The.
people capaoity for- buginegs, 5 higher . public right way is to give them the,bill, and let them .

character, an ability to §wWay their public insti- educate themselves up to it. The people of
wutions that they never had bofore, The very Halifax‘wouldfnpp, at this moment, for.any

if the paople were fully e :
rights ne counoi) would’ dare ti Tofitso them - . people would be glad we took the responsibility!
this boon !  Moans have peen taken in Anna- . of passing-it, - ' o

3

have been frightened at it, = It as boen made have gone farther than the State of New York,.

make it obligatory, T would 28k you, tho re- byt now 'thoy ate beginning to thinlt that they

presentatives of N ova Scotia, whetler you would have gone-too far; and ’bee,lieyeltha&;Mayor
hot entrust this power to the people that sent . Wood, to ddminister jy;t.i,ga,lwill, require somew

sity of Halifax were ince its Incorperation; I .when blood was shedling iu the streets..

vontinent *  Why, 8ir, you would not. gob.tec  province to adopt it was to make it compulsory,.

© Jf the people of Nova, Seotia will not risk a few . while hail' it with jo . . The reason why the
pounds or shillings they are not fit for the.bill;  -law had not beon adopted iu King’s, was because .

| an invalusble boon, after they had once tried . ships a soparate organization.

the experiment and obgerved their benoficial .. His Honor the
eflects, ‘ ‘ ' '

Mr. Tobin—I think, sir, if any publvi:ofjrﬁlicre‘ ~because I have always béen in, favor,of the act’

would be no objéction to it; bub l am.not dis-: thag appenrs to me £o be liable to some,,objeo-:

ias been befure the country siviae last. session, . ty-will be virtually disfranehised ; for, at the

P Loy N

L beliove; ‘hut'I never neard it mentioned in 1888 " eleation, "ot of 300 voters only 30.came .

PR

of this county ig Seattered, and from. Hubbsrt’s therefore, bo made with an oye to this disfran-
Cove to Beum' Scoufn is over 100: miles in ohigement ' befoje’ the' bill ‘Wil be perfeot,
iength, - It "iy-bag eriough to havo an election . \With ' xefereiico” o ‘the" bill .itself 1.do not see

every four-years, buf thig bijl ‘would creats, the . how there can -be'any objeetion to it.  1.do.ngt -

- B 5

‘;\I member"s‘to}tﬁ 3 . e 24 b
00 100 expnisive” as Wall “a4 i UrioRs o she cwhivther ib4i3 % t “prudent t6 acoept it for all
peoplo. - fitiiEusg, (e AT & the dounties ‘in its optional shape rather than,

Mr. Annand—Y gm not prepared to go the ryun the risk of losing it altogether.
~1

leng‘th‘of‘tl;is'bil‘l.‘ As wy oolleague has stated - Mr, MoFarlane—. -am. perfectly ready to

luen to-go back. If they' bdve incrossed ex- The people weie alarmed gt it, but pass'.it as.

but I believo they are actuated by sound wis- tire electiondiy and‘hi;rgesthirjxtérfex;cg. One' .al. . .
dom and would preserve these incorporations as.  teration “he should fike' was to give the town-i‘ P

- bad boen exprossed, asking for this . bill ‘thero-. now on your Statute book; but there is.one part

fact of the other branch Testricting the bill to consideration give up their corporation, : Lam -
four sounties is proof that you wauni it; bocause read ¥ to vots for this bill; but .I would. rather -
ducated up to their make it tompulsory; and in g fow years the: - -
polis to uake the bill suspicious; the people  .Mr. Tobin—No people in the United. States .

pulitical; and that is the reason why I would. ~they have gone so farag to eleot their judges; -

you hore?  The hon. member frhn: Loadonderry . thing more ~of " thé . one-man power., . He . -
enquired how much higher the expénces of the was not able’ to put forth., Executive power -

a8k what the citizeng of Ialifay would take, as « Dy, Brown did not think that the bill,could. -

a bribe, 'to give up thair corporation 1  What be wade much more perfact than it was now;
the city of Boston or any of the cities om this . bug the only way to induce the People. of this -

penditures, they have ingreased improyements. other laws, aiid they waonld adopt it, and aftera .. .

Speakér—I do xot . rise, sir, to .
.offer the Slightest ‘opposition to this. measure, . .

“ur eanvass-bofore the eleotion,, TEG population . forward ‘to- tHe QDoll. ~Bome revision ought, - -

fame agitation and’ qxpébsa'ﬂéygiyb yeir;: the- see why any mefber of _this House can wish .tq ... .
sherifl must do the snine duty gs for. the sleotion - . deprive his“ gonstifuents of the benefip of melf-. -,
S‘Hgi[lt%q‘srf{ij}bl‘i,gk“f,}aag Wouwld .; governmens:” Ffhinl 1t worthy of oonsideration -

posed to foree on my constituents that whioh _tion; " and’ that i§, (the“elqcbiqq of officers of .-\ .
they might not receive with favour, . The bill Electoral Digtricts. Some portions of my couna.
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02 REPORTING —BILLS AND PETITIONS.  Fae. 12, 1856.

cond the proposition of the hon, member for
Halifax, (Mr. Wier,) and make the bill com-
I should also
xmove that the Sheriff be made elective.

House adjourned with the debate. €.

e 0 D

Tukspay, Feb, 13,
REPORTING,

Mr, Speaker laid before the House, a tender
of Richard Nugent, of Halifax, printer, for the
reporting and publishing of the debates and
proceedings of the House, furnished to the
olerk by the said Richard Nugent, in accord-
ance with the report of the committee on that
subject, which having becn read was accepted
for one year.

BILLS &ND PE‘T(TIONS.

Mr. Wilkins, pursuant to leave given, pre-
gented to the House, a bill to amend chapter
16 of the Statutes of 1855, which was read a
first time, and ordered to be read a second time.

A petition of the inhabitants of Ship Harbor
was presented by AMr. Esson and read, praying
for an extension of mail communication, Also,
n petition of the inhabitants of Middle Mus-
quodoboit, in the county of Halifax, praying
for an extension of mail communication—re-
ferred to the committee on Post Office Affairs.

A petition of Heury A. Gladwin, and others,
of Musquodoboit, in the county of Halifax;
also, a petition of Jobhn A. McKeen, and other
inhabitants of the counties of Halifux, Sydney,
and Guyshorougb, were also severally presented
by Mr. Esson and read, praying for a grant to
John Nelson, to enable him to keep & house of
entertainment on the road between Musquodo-
boit and St. Mary’s ‘Lhese petitions were re-
ferred to Messrs. Mavshall, Eoson, and Whit.
inan to examina and report thereon. It was
ordered that the petitions of George Merry,
Nathauiel Parker and others, bo referred to the
same comumitteo to examiue and report thereon.

Mr. Esson also presented a petjfion of Isaac
HMoQurdy, asd other inhabitants of Middle
Musbuodoboit, in the county of lalifax, pray-
g for a division of the county of Halifax,—
Jaid on tho table. Also, the petition of A, A,
Braden and other inhabitants of Middle Mus-
quodoboit, praying the House to pass an aet for
the support of Common Schools by assessment———
referred to the committee on Education.

A petition of Peter Boice and others, over-
geerso  _he poor for the towuship of Clements,
was presented by Mr. Whitman and resd, pray-
ing tor a return of cxpenses incurred ix sup-
porting & transient pauper; referred to com-

‘quittee on expenses of transient paupers.

Mr. Wiitman also presented the petition of
John Hairis and others, praying for a grant in
a1d of the Le Quille Milis in the county of An.
napolis; referred to ,cominittee on Irade and
Mauufactures.

Mr. Wier presented the petition of Jonathan
Illiott of Dartmouth, in the county of Halifax,
stating that be had received a grant of land
which he subsequently ascertained had been
granted to another person, and praying com-
pensation; referred Yo committee on Crown
Land Department, Also, a petition of Juhn
MecGuire, of the city of Halifax, praying com-
ponsation for a loss sustained by him on con-
tract for repairing a street in the city of Hali-

fax; referred to Messrs, Tobin, Marshall and-

Brown to examine and report thereon.

Mr. Marshall presented the petition of Edw.

Dillon of Guysborough, in the county of Guys-
borough; also, a petition of Robert M. Catler,
of the same place, praying compensation for
damage done to their respeotive lands by rune
ning a road through them; referred to sommits
tee on road damages. Also, a petition of R. M.
Cutler, of Guysborough, praying for an increase
of galary in consequence of an increase of the
duties of his office; referred to committee on
Post Office Affairs, Also, tho petition of Thos.
H. Patterson, and other inhabitants of the couns

ty of Guysborough, praying that the Actfor

Muricipal Government of Counties may be ex.
tended to that County; laid on the table.

Mr. M. I. Wilkins presented tie petition .of
Amos Seaman, of Minudie, in the county of
Cumberland, praying for aid in erecting a
Breakwater at Lower Cove in that township;
referred to committee on Navigation Securities.
Also, a petition of William H. Harris, Deputy
Sheriff of the county of Pietou, praying for an
alteration in the Fees payable to Sheriffs; the
petition wag referved to the Hon,. Sclicitor Gens
eral, Messrs, Killam, Chambers, Wilkins and
Marshull, to examine and report thereon.

The Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command
of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,
presented to the House a report and estimate by
William Anderson, respecting the construction
of a portion of the Harvey or Eastern Shore
Road; laid on the table.

The Hon, Provincial Secretary, asked leave
to intrcduce a bill to authorise a sale uf the old
Presbyterian meeting house at Windsor; leave
was granted and the bill read a first time.

The Hon. Provincial Secretary also presented
to the House a bill to epable the inhabitants of
the town of Windsor to procure a fire engine.

Mr. Toorne presented the petition of the
overseers of the poor for the eastern distriet of
Granville, praying for a return of expenses ine
ourred in the support of a transisnt pauper;
roferred to committee on that subject. Also, a
petition of Richard James, Esq., of Bridgetown,

n the county of Aunapolis, clerk and treasurer
to the eastern Granville poor distriot, praying
for the passing of an act on the subject of ag-

sessment for the support of the poor; the peti. .

tion was referred to a select committee composed
of Messrs. Wilkins, Robecheau and Webster.

Mr. Moses presented the petition of William
Fletoher, of Yarmouth, stating that he had be-
come the purchaser of one of the stud horses
imported by the House last year, and that such
horse had proved to be unsound and useless, and
praying compensasion; referred fo committee
on Agriculture.

A petition of Peter Doyle, clerk in the Crown
Land Office, was presented by Mr. Esson. and
read, praying for an morease of salary; referred
to committee on Crown Lands. b

Mr. Munro presented the petition of John

Young, of North Sydney, county of Cape Breton,
praying for compensation for a water lot, ad-
Jjoining his property at Lingin, in said county,
alleged to have keen improperly granted to
other parties; referred to the committee on the
petition of Caunpbell & Co., and others. Also,
& petation of the Rev. Richard J. Uniacke, and
other inhabitants of Sydney, C. B., praying the

House to grant a pension to Thomas Battersby, .
of Sydney, a disabled mail carrier, pursuant . to..

Ve
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the prayer of petitions already presented to
the Iouse on that subject; referred to the com-
wittes on Post Office affaira. o

A petition of Christopher Jannison, of Wal-
ton, 1n the county of Hants, was presonted by
Mr. Dimock and read, praying for & return of
duties on Machinery imported; referred te com-
mittee on trade and manufactures, ‘

Mr. Parker presented the petition of Arthur
M. Coohran and other inhabitants of the town-
ship of Douglas, praying for the passing of an
act to equalize the representation of the county
of Hants; laid on the table.

Mr. Ryder asked leave to introduce a bill to
enable the township of Argyle to hold general
sesgions; leave was granted and the bill was
read a first time.

A petition of Alexander Cameron, of Durliam
Village, at the west river of Pictou, was pre-
sented by Mr. McDonald, praying for an in-
arease of his salary as Postmaster of that place;
referred to the committee on Post Office affairs.
Also, a potition of Allan Wier and others, in-
habitants of Churchville, in the county of Piec~
tou, praying for a change in Postal arrange-
ments; referred to committee on Post Office
affairs. Also, the petition of William Murray,
of Barney’s river, in the county of Pictou, mail
earrier, praying compensation for carrying extra
mails; referred to committes on Post Office
affairs.

Mr. MoDonald presented the petition of Jas.
Carmichael, and other inhabitants of New Glas-
gow, praying for a grant to aid them in deep-
ening the chanuel of the east xiver of Pictou,
and removing obstructions therefrom. Referred
to Messrs. Marshall, Moses and Munro to exam.
ine and report theron.

A petition of Dr. Samuel Muir, of Truro,
was presented by Mr. Archibald and read, pray-
ing for compensation for gervices performed to
eick Indians—referred to committee on Indian
affairs, Also, the pelition of William Holds-
worth, Postmaster, at Lower Stewiacks, praying
for an incrense of salary—referred to committes
on Post Office affairs. Also, the petition of
Edward Kent, of Tatamagoushe, in the county
of Colchester, praying compensation for the
expenses of an unjust prosecution against him
for acts done in the discharge of his duties as a
oonstable—referred to Messrs. McDounald, Tup-
per and Wilkins to examine and report thereon.

The Hon, the Solicitor General, by command
of His Excellency the Lieut. Governor, present-
ed to tue House an estinate of the expenses of
the Civil Government of the Province for the
year 1856. Laid on the table.

Mr. Marshall presented the petition of James
B. Hadley, of Medford, in the county of Guya-
!oorough, praying for compensation for counvey-
ing the mails between McNair’s Cove and Ship
Harbor, at the Strait of Canso; referred to com.
mittes on Post Office affairs.

A petition of certain inhabitents of MoNair's
Cove and Pirate Harbor, at the Strait of Canso,
was also presented Mr. Marshall and read,
Praying for the establishment of & Post Office at
MoNair’s Cove; referred to committee on Post
Office affairs. Also, a petition of A. Fraser and
others, inhabitants of MoNairs Cove, in the
county of Guysborough, praying for aid to .an
additional Ferry across the Strait of Canso;
rererred to committee on Navigation Securitiea.
Also, a petition from the Guysborough Agricul
tural Bociety, preying for a retura of duties on

A ' ' )

PETITIONS. 2
‘agricultural implements imported; referred to
committee on Trade and Manufactures. Also,.
8 petition of Thomas O'Flavin, of Marie Jo-
seph, praying for remuneration as' a Way Office.
keeper; referred to committee on Post Offio.
Affairs. A

Mr. Munro pregented to the House a bill to
inco1 porate the trustees of the Froe Church at
Great Bras d’Or, in the Island of Boulardrie,
which was read a first time and ordered to bhe
read a second time. D R :

Mr. Munro also presented the petition of
James Fraser and others, of Boulardrie Island,
praying for the establishment of & Ferrz;ab v
Little Bras d’Or; roferred to committes on Na-
vigation Securities. Also, a petition of Mur-
doch MoNeil, of Boulardrie Island, praying
for the establishment of a Ferry across the Great
Bras d'Or; referred to committee on Navigation
Securities. ‘ '

A petition of the Margaretville Pier Compa- .
ny, was presented by the Hon. Mr. Johnston
and read, praying for aid to extend their Break-
water at Margaretville; referred to committee
on Navigation Seourities. Algo, o petition of
the proprietors of the South Baptist Meeting
House at Wilmot, praying for an act ol incor-
poration for their trustees; the .petition was
laid on the table and leave given to bring in a
bill in accordance with the prayer.

The Hon. Mr. Johnstun then presented to the
House & bill toincorporate the trustess of the
South Baptist meeting house at Wilmot; whieh
was read a first time.

Mr. Whitman presented the petition of John
H. Potter, of Clements ie the county of Anna-
polis, praying for compensation for land laid
out to him by the county surveyor of which he
was dispossed by a prior claimant; referred to
committee on the petition of Wheeler Minard.

A petition of the overseers of the poor for the
second district of the township of Annapolis,
was also presented by Mr. Whitman and read,
praying to be reimbursed the expense of main-
taining a transient pauper; referred to com-
mittee on expenses of transient paupers.

Mr, Webster presented the petition of J.
M. Caldwell and Albert Chaise, praying for
return of duties on & quantity of Hay im-
ported from New Brunswick ; referred to
committee on Trade and Manufactures.

A petition of Willis Foster, Way Office
keeper at Aylesford, in the county of King’s,
was also presented by Mr. Webster, praying
for an increase of remuneration ; referred to
committee on Post Office affairs. L

Three petitions from inbabitants of th

county ot lnverness, were presented by the

Hon. Attorney General and read, praying
for & grant to Alexander Gillies to aid him in
running a Packet between Port Hoéd and
Halifax; referred to committee on Naviga-
tion Securities.

A petition of Alexander Connor, of Sheet -
Harbor, in the county of Halifax, was pre-
sented by Mr. Annand, praying’' compensa-
tion for land granted to.him, but which had
previously been granted to another' person ;
referred to committee appointed to consider

the, petition -of Campbell & Co. and others, "+ -
. Also, the petition' of Ann Connor, of the
- oity of Halifax, praying for compensation for

injury done to her land by running & road
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damages.

A petition of Ann Fitchet, of Fort Lau-

rence;- in the county of Cumberland, was

presented by Mr. Tupper and read,” praying .

for'compensation for injury dome to her land
by running & road through it 3  referred to
committee on road damages.
tion of inhabitants of Amherst, Cumberland,

Erayin'g aid to erect a public Wharf, at Fort:

aurence; refarred to committee on Naviga-
tion Securities. Also, the petition of Thomas
Robson, of Sackville, in the province of New
Brunswick, praying for a grant in considera-
tion of kis having invented a fog- bell ; re-
ferred to-committee on Navigation Securities,

A petition of certain inhabitants of the

Bl

eounties of Cape Breton, and Victoria, ,was -

resented by Mr. C. J. Campbell, praying
or theéréction of o Light House at the mouth
of the ‘Great Bras d’Or ; referred to com-
mittes on Navigation Securities. ‘

Mr.. Bourneuf. presented the petition o

oertain inhabitants of Clare, in the gounty
of Digby, praying for a grant to aid them in
ereoting an addition to the wharf at Belle.
veau’s Cove in thet county; referred to com-
mittee on Navigation Securities.  Also, the
petition of Augustin Melancon, and other
inhabitants of Clare, in the coun ty of Dighy,
praying for a grazt in aid of the breakwater
at Gros Coque, in that county ; referred to
committeo on Navigation Sccurities. Algo,
the potition of Mondee Melangon, and othor
inhabitants of Church Point, in the town-
ship of Clare, praying for a grant to aid them

in improving the Breakwater at Whale Cove, .

.

in that county ; referred to committee on
Navigation Seourities. -Alto, a petition of

the overseers of the poor for the township of,

Clare, praying to be reimbursed expenses

incurred in maintaining sick Indians; refer.

red to-committee on Indian affairs. Also, a
petition of certain inhabitants of the county
of Dighy, praying for a grant to aid them in
removing obstructions from the West branch

of Bear River ; referred to committeo  on

Navigation Securities, ,
Mr. Thorne presented the petition of Thos.

- Bpurr, Postmaster at Bridgetown, in: the
_ county of Annapolis, praying for ineyense of

remuneration on account of an inerease in
~Ahe duties.of his office; referred .to committee
on Post Office affairs, ‘

Mr. McDonald presented the -petition of

John MgLeed, and other inhabitants of New

Larig, in the county of Pictou, praying for

compensation for portions of their land, taken -
for a new line of road ; referred to committee -

on road damages. | o o

A petition. of William Chappell, of Bay
Verte, master wariner, was presented by M.
Bent and read, praying for aid in running g
paoket between. Bay Verte and. Charlotto.
town, P. E. Island ; referred - to committde
on Navigation Securities... . o

A petition of Mathurine LeBlancand others,
'was presented by Mr.

- praying for the establishment: of-6-Way Of-
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fics at Belleveau’s Cove, in ‘fﬁ@“boun‘ty&‘g‘;

Digby; referred to committes on Postal Af-.
fairs..,, .Also, 4y petition- ‘of ‘the inhaHbitants

of Montagan;.in:the township of CIALE, Bray-
ing for aid toa Breakwatér at tHe mouth “of
Montagon River 5 reférred 69" ooinnittes. on

Navigation Securities. e
‘A wpetition of Williaia Dunbar, of Lake.

Ainslie, in' the county of Inverness, was pre.

sented by Mr. Smyth and read, ‘praying’ for

a ‘gratt in aid of his Fulling and Dyeirig

Mill'at that place ;

trade and manufadtures, Also, the petition

referred to committee oh - *

of Mary Melsnac, of Juliqus,-in'the coujity

of Inverness, a destitute immigrant; praying

pauper experses. it b
Mz, Killr;m presen ted the'petition’of H’e‘x’n‘a‘{
Crowell, of Yarmouth, praying for a return
of dutics on a steam engine imported; refey-
red to committes'on trade and manufactures.
A petition’of certain male inhabitanta - of
Aylesford, in the county of King’s; alsgo,.a
petition of certain female inhabitants . of the -

for & grant in consideration of ‘her'cirpungi-~j
.stances; referred, .to..committes on’ trangitit’

CHES I w e,

same township, wers severally presented by -

Mr. Bill, praying the

House to pass the! -

Prohibitory Liquor Law,—laid on the table. -

Also, a petition of D. Van Buskirk, Post-*
master at Aylesford, in'the countyof King’s,
praying for an inorease of remuneration;
raferred to -the committeo on - Post Office |
affairs. : ‘ o

Mr. McKeagney presented the petiiiod of

Dr. Thomas E. Jeans,

of Sydney mines,
county of Cape Breton,

praying, remunera. -

tion for médical attendance and surgical aid- : -~

rendered by him to a transient pauper; -yel -

ferred to committee on. transient paapdrs,— |
Also, a petition of Thomas Cullen, of North"

Bar, in the county of Cape Breton, praying”

remuneration for supporting ‘a transient

bauper; referred to-the same committee,— .

Also, a‘petition of Thomas E. Jeans, of Syd.,
ley mines, praying compensation
ossional services to George Fanning, & tran..
penses of transient paupers. - :

A petition of

sient pauper; refeired to committes. on exd. -

Henry Grantmire, of the -

for pro- .

North-west Arm, in the, township of Sydney; = -~

county of Cape Breton, was presented by Mr. "

McKeagney and read, setting forth that pe~
titiouer ;was appointed a’Trustee of the 8chool -

in that.Bettlement-~that relying on’ an ag..;

sessment which was made for thie support of .

the Scheol, - petititioner’ had incurred pecy. ..
niary responsibility to the teacher—that the .

assessment having’ proved ' to .be irregular, : .

the monsy could not be.collected, and
tioner was'suéd upon his contract and

i

referred to committee on Educatior;

. Mr. Killam. asied leave to present ‘a’ il
* to Naturalize Andrew C.'White; ‘read .a first
‘tiwe and-ordered to'be read w i
Robichean and read, -
. Enstérn :8ohool’

:
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mitted te jail, and was ultimately obliged to "
pey the debt and  costs, and: praying the* -
House to.grant, him compensation*therefor 5 ™
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Mz, Esson: presented  bill fo. divide, the..
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Halifax, which was read g first time and or-
dersd to baread a second time. .~

On motion it was resolved that a committes
be appointed to revise the general rules res-
pecting the practice of the House, and. to re-
port.generally-on the transaction of the busi-
ness of the House; and the Hon. Attorney
General, Hon. Mr. Johnston, Mr. Killam,
Hon. Solicitor General, Mr. McDonald, Mr.
Chambors and Mr. White were appointed a
committes for that purpose.

The House adjourned until Wednesday at

three o’clock.
——-————
WEDNESDAY, February 18, 1856,

PETITIONS AND BILLS.
Dr. Brown~On .Education.

u* Breakwater at Horton.
i Return of Duties.
Mr. Wade—On & previous day a petition

was put it in favor of the Grammar School
at Bridgetown, I now present. a petition from
Major Chipman, Chairman of the Board of
Commissioners, praying some regulation,
Hon. J. W. Johnston was very sorry that
the memorial had not been signed by the in-
dividual members of the Board, and he would
presently call the attention of the Goyern-

ment to the uncertainty as to who were the

Commissioners of Schools in Annapolis. Hon,
Mr. Johnston proceeded to explain the cir-
cumstance under which Mr. Shipley claimed
the £25 which the Commissioners now asked
to dispose of a3 undrawn money. He com-
plained. that this was an.attempt to put down
a schoolmaster who had earned the money,
and was sustained in his. claim by the Trus.-
tees and by the Committee on Education.

Mr. Wade presumed that the Custos of the
County, as Chairman of the Commissioners,
had signed on behalf of the Board.

Hon. Mr. Johnston, — What I consider
strange is, that after this poor man had
earned his money, and had been approved of
by the Trustees, yet the money was refused
him; he memorialized the Goevernment,which
memorial was sent to this House and adjudi-
cated upon in favor of Mr.. Shipley, by the
Committee, the Report adopted by the House
—and yet the Commissioners withhold his
money, and take not the slightest notice of
the action of this House, ney, they ask for
the very money Mr. Shipley has earned,
oalling it undrawn money ! ‘

Petition was referred to Committee on
-~ Education, ' ,

- Mr. Wade, also from inhabitants of Para-
- dise, Annapolis, for a Way Office.

Also, from James E,. Young, mail contrac-

- tor from Annapolis to Bear river, for remu.

neration for carrying a mail three times

Instead of twiee & week.

Algo, from inhabitants‘ of Westport, to be
al.l(;)&ed to lay out & road of less than usual
Algo, for aid to- Digby landing.

Hon. Atty. Gen. introduced & Bill to incor-
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porate the Trustees of the Free Church con--

gregation at Wycocomah, Cape Breton,

Also, & Bill to provide for ‘the improve.
ment of the harbor of Port Hood.. &~ |
" Mr. Wier, in favor of Infant Sohool, Hali-

X. ‘ ]

Also, from Governors of Halifax Visiting
Dispensary. He considered it an establish-
ment well worthy the aid of this House, '
The petition was read, and stated that da-
ring the past year 1,100 persons had been
relieved af the establishmient, = g

Dr. Brown raised some objeotions.,

Mr. Esson said that if the hon. and learned
doctor would visit the establishment he would
find it was not merely local, but had | re-
lieved many cases of illness from the country.
. Petition was referredto a special odmmit.

ee, : ‘

Mr. Wier, from the society for the support
of a House of Refuge—sent to the same com-
mittee, o

Mr. M. I. Wilkins—Overseers of Poor,
township of Egerton—T'ransient Paupers.

Also, from Samuel Murphy, for alteration
in scale of fees levied on shipping.

From inhabitants of county of Pictou, for
aid to John McLean, to enable him t¢ manu.
facture bone dust. ‘ i

From James Grant, to be indemnified ‘for
the effects of a judgment for the failure of &
contract on the railroad. He moved that it
be referred to a select committee. B

Mr. McLellan thought it perfect nonsense
to entertain such petitions, unless the House
came to the broad principle that they would
relieve every one who had made a bad bar-
gain. If a man made a good contract he
pocketed the money, if a'bad one he cime to
the House to be relieved. " The prindiple was
monstrous. I move that the hon. member

bave leave to withdraw the petition,

This motion passed. C

Mr. Wilkins, from Wm, Heard, of Char-
lottetown, for aid to a steamboat, and a peti-
tion from inhabitants of Pictou, in favor of
the above application.  The lattér petition
Wwag very numerously signed, and both' were
referred to to the committee on N avigation
Securities. T

The time for receiving private petitions was
fized for Saturday next. “ C

Mr, Esson—8ix petitions from printers, for
& return of duties on paper and a steam
press. ‘

Also, a petition in favor of changing the
name of Halifax to.Chebucto. It was signed
by the present Mayor, four ex-Mayors, and
many other inhabitants, o

Also, a Bill to increase the capital stock of

 the Halifax Water Company.

Mr. Archibald, from Onslow, to convert a
#chool house into a town hall, and 'a bill in
accordance therewith. . :

From Onslow, for legalizing a town plan, -
in place of one lost. Bill introduced socord~
ingly. ‘

- From Donald Robertson 67 aid in erestion

of & fulling establishment. -
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#'rom Clerk of Peace in county of Colches-
ter, for reimbursement for support of a tran-
sient pauper, who was insane. -

From courier between Truroand Amherst,
for payment for extra labor in the convey-
ance of the English mails.

From contractor between Halifax and
Truro on the same subject.

Mr. Tobin, from James Neville, for extra
gervices as courier between Halifax and
Sambro.

Dr. Brown, Lower Horton additional post
accomodation.

Mr. Dimoclk, from inhabitants of township
of Kempt, for aid to & breakwater at Cheve-
rie. They had never petitioned the House
before, while all other parts of the shore had,
and they had subscribed £94 towards the ob-
ject.

. Referred ‘to committee on Navigation Se-
rities. ‘

Mr, McDonald introduced a Bill for the
incorporation of the Caledonia Lodge of
Freemasons,

Also, two petitions in favor of the Prohibi-
tory Liquor Law.

Also several road petitions,

From Dr. George L. Johnston—transient
paupers,

From Major David Matheson and brother
officers, of Pictou militia, representing that
they had paid over £60 for commissions in
1854, and praying reimbursement. ‘

From Pictou Academy, for usual grant.

From William Henry Waddell, for usual
Grammar School grant.

From Joseph McNaughton, for reimburse-
ment for loss on the building occupied for a
Normal School at Truro. Referred to com-
mittee on Education.

From Oversecrs of Poor for second section
of township of Pictou.

Hon. Pro. Sceretary—Overseers of Poor in
Windsor——transient paupers. )

Also, by command, the accounts for public
printing, aud the report of the Wesleyan
Academy at Sackville. ‘

Mr. Ryder, from Simon D’Entremont, to
enable him to reconstruct buoys in the har-
bor of Pubnico.

Mr. Marshal, a Bill for alteration of electo~
ral districts in the county of Guysborough,
and the addition of one more district.

THE LIGHT HOUSE SERVICE.

‘Mr. Marshall also presented a petition from
Jacob P. Millér, on his dismisgl from office
of Superintendent of Light Hou‘ﬁ@é The pe-
tition prayed investigation of the House into
the merits of his dismissal after such a long
and useful career in the service of the coun-
try. He alledged that Mr. McKenna, one of
the Superintendents, had picked a quarrel
with hin and procured his dismissal by stat-
ing that he wouldinot serve with him, leav-
ing the Government no- alternative but to al-
low Mr, McKeiina 'to retire, or to distiiss Mr.
. Miller. e ‘ »

~ Hon, Pro, Secretary.—In answer to what

THE LIGHT HOUSE SERVICE.

Frp. 13, 1856.

' has just fallen from the hon. member oppo-

gite, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to say that the
Government cannot have the slightest objec-

tion that the request of Mr. Miller shall be

complied with, if this House, referring to the
public business and to the legitimate func-
tions of the Government, desire it. If the
Government, having exclusive control over
all appointments held under executive autho-
rity, are'to be subject to the supervision of
this House, let it* be so understood; but no
Government ought to be held responsible for
the acts of its subordinates, unless it has the
right to control their appointment. The Go-
vernment of the country hold their tenure of
office under the vote of this House; and it
would evidently be a political paradox to
make that Government responsible, and yet
withdraw from it the right of appointing for
jts servarts those in whom its members have
confidence. If, therefore, in the exercise of
itg wise diseretion, the Government feol itself
obliged to dismiss one officer and retain anc-
ther, we must, of course, throw ourselves on
the judgment of the House, although if every
appointment were to be eriticized thus, the
duties of Government, already onerous, would
become doubly cmbarassing, and the time of
the House usclessly wasted. Now, sir, what
are the facts of this case ? It became neces-
sary for the public service to make an addi-
tional appointment in the office of Board of
Works, and the Government did appoint a
gentleman who had long been engaged in the
public works, Mr. McKenna. Soon after he
is appointed a conflict takes place between
him and the petitioner, Mr. Miller, then the
Superintendent or Surveyor of Light Houses,
a conflict so violent in its character and so
Lopeless in its results, that thc Government
were called upon to decide on—not the con-
flicting points between My, McKenna and Mr.
Miller—but, whether the public. sorvice was
to suffer; in fact whether we were to have
the public work done at all. In fact, sir, it
became necessary for the Government to
male its choice, to remove either one or- the
other. This 1 will say of Mr. Miller, that I
have ever known him to be o man of amiable
nccomplishments, and high abilities for.:the
station he filled. But the Government, with-
out alledging any charge against him, felt
that they had no alternative; and if the step
they took is to be fully canvassed; it may lead
to developements of which members’ around
these benches are little aware. The difference
of opinion which led to his dismissal was not
the only one; but there were many others to
which I will not now refer. "The. simple
question for the Government was thig—whe-
ther the public interests should suffer. Mr
McKenna did not bring forward any positive
charge against Mr. Miller, they simply-sa¥
that such were the relatigns of these two gen-
tlemen that they - could.not act together: .
The Government did not desire to lowetsor

.dograde Mr, Miller, or to:have His friends.or

the public' think he.was degraded; butdoire-
tain the valuable serviges of Mr. McKenns,
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they had no alternative excei)ts to do wﬁat‘

they did. . . b :

Mr. Marshal—I must deny, as I ever will
deny, the ground taken by the hon Provinei-
al Secretary, who, by implication, maintains
that the Government is not responsible to
this House for every act it commits, and
every appointment it makes. That doctrine
is diametrically opposed to Responsible Go-
vernment. How far that system is applica-
ble to this country, the people will dizsover
by-and-bye. But I must deny the assertion
of the hon Provincial Secretary that mno
charge has been made against Mr. Miller,
Has he read that correspondence? Has he
heard it? Does he look at the papers that

as8 through his office? I deny, sir, that
Mr. Miller stands unimpeached, and as high
in the estimation of his fellow citizens as he
did before. He has been dismissed on the
charge of having neglected the work of his
Department; and, sir, in the face of that, I
have yet to learn that an Englishman is to
be denied the right of self-vindication from a
charge preferred against him as a public of-
ficer, before the ouly tribunal which has cog-
nizance of the matter. He comes not here,
sir, to ask {o be reinstated. He acknowledges
the right of the Governnent to remove him ;
but he asks to be allowed a vindication of hig
character as a public servant, so that he may
stand as high in public estimation as he ever
did. That gentleman was an old and well-
tried public servant, honest in his character,
and intrepid in the discharge of his duty—
frequently incurring dangers on this iron-
hound coast which most other men would
have shrunk frora in dismay. That man’s
character should be held sacred, and subject
to the investigation of the only tribunal be-
fore which it can be brought. While I have
a seat in this House, sir, I will never hesitate
to cxercise my right to bring the case of any
individual before the Representatives of the
People by petition, which is every freeman’s
right; and I trust every member present will
pursue the same course, which is so essential
to the safety and happiness of the people of
Nova Seotia. When that right of petition is
denied sir, when this House refuses to inquire
into the case of the humblest man who lecls
himself aggrieved by the Governwment, then,
indeed, we shall have thrown away and ali-
enated the dearest rights of Englishmen.

Hon. Attorney General—I will offer a few
words, Mr, Speaker, and only a few, at this
stage of the discussion, in order to place the
matter in a very narrow compass before the
House. There is no question, sir, as to the
right of petition; none as to the power of
this House to hear all petitioners and to con-
trol the Government. Therefors, do not let
us be deceived —the questions raised have not
been authorized by us—neither is there any
objection to & committee, if the House consi-
der that, with reference to the public inter-

ests and their own time, this petition should .

be so referred, the Government ought . not,
- and would not; object to a committes, Now,
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sir, what are the facts? Mr. McKenna, for”
eight years Superintendent of Sable Island,
had acquired the confidence of the Govern-
ment; he had performed valuable services,’
saved a vast amount of property and hund-
reds of lives. He applies to the Government
to be relieved from that lone island in the
sea; he says, ‘I have served a pretty long

. captivity here; my children are growing up,

and I have no means of educating them; give
me an’appointment equal or nearly equal in:
emolument to that which I hold, and my
post here is at your disposal.’’’ We wanted
an active man in the Department of Board of
Works, to aid Mr. Bell; and offered the place
to Mr. McKenra at the same salary he re-
ceived before; £250. But Mr. Miller, on

some ground which it was unnecessary for ..~
the Provincial Government to inform them.. ..

selves, disagreed with Mr. McKenna—(and,
let me say, this was not the first time a colli-
sion had talen place)—in consequence of
which it was obvious that the two gentlemen
coyld no longer work ‘together; and it was
essential for the public interests that one at.
least should be dismissed. Now,letit be un-
derstood that Mr. McKenna was a member of
the Board of Works, and Mr. Miller not a
member of the Board, but his subordinate, at
£150 a year. He wasg, therefore, unable to
agree with his superior officer, and work in
harmony. What then could the Government
do other than they did do? What are you
called upon to do now? To hear Mr. Miller
on the onc side, and Mr, McKenna and the
Chairman of the Board of Works on the
other? Can you restore Mr. Miller ? Such
a thing cannot surely be pretended. Do not
let it be said or supposed that we are afraid
of enquiry; but we cannot see what good it
would lead to, even towards Mr. Miller him«
self. Had we accused him of peculation or
any serious offence like that, we would be
bound to invite enquiry; but there isnothing
of the sort here. Still, we offer no objection
to a Commiftee, if you think one ought to be
appointed.  We think it would be a waste of
time which might be more usefully employed
in the public servige. ‘ ‘

Mr. Annand—I rise, Mr. Speaker, to op~ °
pose the appointment of a committee. Under
the theory and practice of responsible Gos
vernmaent, sir, the proper committee to- de-
termine on such appointments is a committee
of the Executive Council ; and my’idea is
that the government had good reason for dis-

" missing this officer, I have no idea, sir, that

a committee of three hastily appointed here,
is to adjudicate on every act or appointment
of the Government. Suppose they were to
bring in a report adverse to the act now.un-
der discussion—would that bind this House ?
Would the report be received and adopted
here ? No, sir; you might as well establish
3 court: of revision by committee of ‘this

- House, over the appointment of every Shériff,

and every other petty officer whose 'g)ﬁpgiﬁtg-
ment comes within the, legitimate sphere of
Exegutive authority. " 8ir, I shall oppose the
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appointment of this committee if I stand
alone. ‘

Mr. Wier—If this motion were to be affirm-
ed, sir, what would be the result ? The next
thing, perhaps, will be a petition from a tide
waiter, who being found incompetent to per-
form his duties, is dismissed, and another
appointed in his place. Are theé government
bound to give the time and the place, how
and in what manner this incompetency has
been discovered? No, sir, they ave guided
by the general conduct of the officer, for they
are respongible that his work is properly
done.” Is such an officer to come here and
raise a disturbance, and demand the why and
wherefore of his dismissal ? I maintain that
if the Government had substantial grounds,
they are not bound to divulge them. Now,
Mr, Miller wag a subordinate, and the Go-
vernment had a right to dismigs him at any
moment. I shall oppose a committee because
I think Mr. Miller ought to hove been dis-
missed years ago; and if he had, the present
application would not have been here, and
the occurrences would not kave taken plaoce
whioh disturbed the harmony of the Board
of Works, and injured the public service.

Hon. J. W. Johnston—I put it to the
House whether the course pursued by the
hon, member who has just resumed his seat,
is fair. He says in one breath that we ought
not investigate the reasons for putting Mr,
Miller out of office; end in the next he pro-
ceeds with gemeral insinuations against hig
oharacter, which makes that investigation es-
sential, as a matter of justice between man
and man—between the Government and the
officer. Such a course is beneath the dignity
of any legislative body. ‘

~ Mr. Wade—I am not gure, Mr, Speaker,
that a division just at at the present time will
not be the very best step we can resort to,
What, sir, have we to investigate ? Does Mr,
Miller come here for a certificate of charac-
ter? I should hopenot. I have known that
gentleman for many years, as remarkable for
probity and honesty; I believe him to be &
hjghly-heonorable and worthy man, But, sir,
he hae one quality that may interfere with
the successful discharge of his duties, and
that is stubbornness. I agree, Mr, Speakef,
that if the Government find an officer doing
his - duty, it would be more or less injustice
to wedge or press him out; but if they find
one impracticable—that he cannot agree with
those whose decisions and views he should
respect . and carry out—I would despise the
man that would not have the merve to dis-
miss him;.and, Mr. Speaker, I must say that
I think it was on account of the disputes now
referred to, that we are still without & Light
Houge at Boar’s Head, county of Digby. I
know nothing, sir, about Mr. McKenna, nor

of the merits of this petition; but I uphold
t%%.,(iqw,ernmgnt in’‘sugtaining the officers
u

whom they have confidénce in to' perfoim the
public work,, and if Mr. Miller has béen in
 the habit of obstructing Light Houseimproves
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ments, as I believe he hag, he ought to have
been dismissed long ago. ‘

Mr. McLellan—I hold that every indivi.
dual that is arraigned or injured by the Go-~
vernment has & right to come here for redress;
but what have we to do with a quarrel be-
tween Mr. Miller and My. McKenna?

Mr. Archibald—TI believe all that has been
said in praigse of Mr, Miller as an honest,
intelligent, upright and honorable man—the
question is, Mr. Speaker, whether he is not
an impracticableman, He is not the head
of department, and therefore is not bound to
choose how he shall do the public business;
but simply to earry out the directions of his
superiors, who are responsible for the orders
they give and for his faithful fulfillment of
his duty. He is not responsible, but they;
and, therefore, they must take care to have
an officer on whom they can depend. Take
another instance, sir. Suppose the Receiver
General went to the Government and said—
I canndt do business with my clerk ; he will
not make up the accounts agreeably to my
directions—would not the Government be
bound to allow his dismissal and the appoint-
ment of another in his place? Certainly
they would—otherwise the doctrine of res-
ponsibility of heads of departments would be
4 mere name, that it would be impossible to
carry out in practice,

Mr. Wier—I wish to explain, Mr. Speaker,
that when I said Mr, Miller ought to have
been dismissed years ago, I meant entirely on
political grounds. I have known Mr. Miller
since boyhood, and have always respected
him; but he was one of the 01d School, and
should have gone out of offiee when the old
gystem was swopt away. I consider him im.
practicable; and the bare fact that he is not
able to agree with those assooiated with him
in office—~those whose instructions he was
bound to carry out—is enough for me,

Mr. M. I Wilking——I think that, uunder
the circumstances, a committee would be
useless; because a committee could only give
Mr. Miller a certificate of character, and that
has been given him by every member who
has spoken here on either side. The commit-
tee might add that the Government did per-
fectly right in dismissing him, because the
Government we have now ought not have a
man of honesty, probity and uprightness in
their employ.—( G'reat Laughter.)

Hon. J. W. Johnston—The members of
Government'tell us that Mr. Miller was dis-
missed because he could not work harmoni-
ously; but their supporters:launch out with'
various charges against him. Sir, the mouth
of every member ought to have been sealed
from uttering such charges, unless it wére -
intended to give Mr. Miller a full opportuni-
ty of defence. This is the fair-play always
cherished by Englishmen. But the docu-'
ment emanating from the Board of Works it~
self, says that the business of the Department,
was in arrears owing to the neglect or obsti<:
nacy of Mr. Miller. The House may deal a§;' -
it plqugs‘ ‘with thig charge; and perhaps- the -
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appointment of a committes may lead to no
very beneficial result; but, one point must
strike the feelings of every gentleman. Mr.
McKenna, recenily appointed, says ¢ If you
don’t put out this individual, I must go.”’
Right or wrong, you must put him out. Sir,
he could not be condemned if he was not
heard——he was simply wedged out by an in«
dividual of the Board. Whether he was effi-
oient or not, whether he had performed his
duties or not, he must go. It seems to me it
would have been more just and more digni-
fied if the Government had required Mr.
McEenna to withdraw' that letter, and to
have substituted one containing some definite
sccusation; for, as regards the reference of
the hon. member for Halifax to political
grounds, I take it for granted that if Mr.
Miller performed his official duties, he had a
perfect right to exercise his political opinions
as he pleased. Surely the Government do
not contemplate anything so degrading as to
buy up s man’s political principles by con-
ferring office, or prolonging its tenure.

Mr. Wade—There is an old saying, of very
truthful application—¢*¢ Save me from my
friends.”” It was not my intention to have
risen again or to say anything here against
Mr. Miller; but when I see a document
brought here from an individul whom his
friends seek to whitewash, laying charges
against the Government, in a mwatter wherein
I believe that Government has acted rights
and for the benefit of the people, I feel it
would be wrong for me to remain silent.—
And if, sir, this vexatious movement be con-
tinued, although I am only 4 yearsold poli-
tically, perhaps, I may show these gentlemen
that I have cut my bridle teath, and will en-
lighten them a little mere on our past history
of light houses than it would be convenient
for them to know.

Hon. J. W, Johnston—The hon. and learn-
ed gentleman is at liberty to enlighten us on
any matter he pleases— what I did consider
unfair wag to deny investigation and still
make charges.

Mr. Wade—To avoid misunderstanding, I
repest again, that in the private walks of
life, I have always known Mr. Miller to be a
man of prohibity and uprightness.

Mr. Killsam—Mr. Speaker, we are making
considerable progress in the expenses of this
Board of Works. At first, when it was call~
ed into existence there was to be but one
salaried officer, the head of the department,
Mr. Bell, at £260 a year. Now we are told
there is another gentleman added, at & simi-
lar salary, making £500, instead of £250,
Mr. McKenna is a very respectable man, and
I have always heard him highly spoken of ;
but it seems he has been brought up by the
Government for the purpese of wedging out
Mr. Miller, and the consequence is. that our

light houses have not been properly attended

to the past season.  Now, sir, my opinion is
that the government had no right to create a
new salaried office, without the prévious ex-

press sanctidn of this Howae ; 8Rd they hind
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no right to turn Mr. Miller out without in-
vestigation. The members of the Govern-
ment intimate that it is beneath their dignity
to enquire'into the conduct of a subordinate
officer ; but if he is not to be heard before the
Government, and if he is not to be heard
before this House, where is he to be heard?
What gross injusiice might not be perpetrated
on a man under this doctrine ?  Within my
knowledge Mr. Miller has been eminently
useful in the position he held. He adviged
against the adoption of the Kerosene Gas for
light houses; and the result has proved that
his predictions were correct ; nevertheless,
against his advice the Glovernment persisted
in introducing that mode of lighting, and
the consequence was & dead loss of £1,000
from the monies appropriated from the reve.
nue for the light house service. Does this'
show that Mr. Miller was incompetent ? 'No,
sir; and I maintain that when he was paid
for his services, he was bound to give his.
advice,

Hon. Attorney General—The Act of the
Legislature alluded to by the hon. member
for Yarmouth, has been repealed, and the
Government have been authorized to carry

on that Department to the best of their dig-

cretion, provided the expense does not exceed
that of the previous Board; it is done for one
half. As regards the Kerosene Gas, thatim-
provement was attempted on the authority
of this House.

Hon. Mr. Johnston—1Is it not true that
Mr. Miller received £150, and Mr. MoKenna
receives £250 ?

Hon, Atty. Gen.—Yes.

Hon. Mr. Johnston-—It is a little singular
that while the offices before cost’ £250 and
£1560, making in all £400; now costing,
without the Superintendent of Light Houses,
£500, the hon. Crown Officer should say'is
but one-half of its former cost. ' I would ask
if the duties of Superintendent can be 'per-
formed by either or both of the Commission«
ers? ‘

Hon. Attorney General—No. It is very
likely we shall have to appoint a Supérinten-
dent at £150 a yeur. Why, does the hon.
member know that the Board last year ex-
pended no less a sum than £23,000? The
difficulty is to get competent officers for the

salaries offered, instead of their being too

high., =
‘Hon. Mr. Johnston~-See, what & singular
spectacle we present ! Here is an’ officer 'of

20 years’ standing, a man of great skill and
judgment, unimpeachable integrity, and te- .. ...

markable daring through the dangerous ser. !
vices in which he was exposed, turned adrift
from what would appear to be mere ocaprice,
and the Light Houses, Beacons, and nattical
interests of the country suffering from his"
absence, while there iy a greater drain on'our
Treasury for the expenses of the Department

'than there was before his dismissal,

Hon, Pro. Secretary —I have listeried to the ,

debate’ just ghing on 'with surprige; because-

it appoare 10 me'you sightns woll attempt
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to try & man on the Ten Commandments, 88
to try Mr, Miller on the grounds of his dis-
missal, From this gimple matter, too, the
gubject has branched out into every conceiv-
able form and shape. Now, sir, what are
the plain facts? The Government, in the
exercise of its discretion, seeing a large in-
crease in the duties of the Board of Works,
deeming it necessary to infuse more energy
into that Department, drew Mr. McKenna
from Sable Island, and gave him £250 a
year for his services, as they were authsrized
to do by the law of the land. e came here
some time before Mr. Miller’s dismissal—re-
ceived his salary up to that time and ever
gince; 0 that the allegation that he was sent
for to wedge out Mr. Miller, falls to the
ground. In addressing the House before, I
spoke from memory; but, on referring to the
correspondence, I find Mr, McKenna did
charge Mr. Miller with neglect and obstinacy.
T admit that every man who has been ill used
by the Government has a right to appeal to
this Assembly; but, if every subordinate offi-
cer who holds his place at tne free and un-
doubted pleasure of the Government or the
Head of a Department, is to take up two or
three days in proving or disproving his fit-
ness for office, most of our time will be frit-
tered away in frivolous charges and defences,
instead of being engaged in the legislation of
the country. The change which the Covern-
ment have made must be presumed to he a
just one, so long as this House support the
Glovernment in its position; but to question
the right of the Government to chose its su-
bordinates to do the work for which you hold
the Government responsible, would be #
mest dangerous and pernicious precedent.
Mr. Marshall—I presume the Hon. Prov.

Secretary will not suppose that we are such
simpletons as to allow hiw to build up a man
of straw at our expense, in order that he
may have the pleasure of knecking it over.
Does he suppose that any gentleman on this
gide of the House would be so stupid as to
move & vote of want of confidence in the
present Government, for any act, however
corrupt or ridiculous? No, sir, they have
a leage of power and let them for the present
revel in its sweets, But just mark the dif-
ference between thé explanations of the
mouth-pieces of government here. The last
speaker tells us that more energy was wanted
in the Board of Works; but did not the Hon.
Attorney General tell'us that Mr. McKenns
was withdrawn from Sable Island at his own
request, as he was growing in years, and
wanted to educate his children.— (Hear,
hear.) The reason then, for Mr. McKenna's
transfer, as given by the two officers are on-
tirely different, and before they raske suoch
another exhibition of themselves here, they
had better compare notes with each other.—
I admit, sir, that the head of the Board of
Works, should have a perfect right to dis-
~ charge a subordinate for not doing his duty;
but this was not the case here ; for the Go~-
vernment discharged Mr. Miller, a8 the let~
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ter of the Provincial Secretary shows ; and,
sir, a8 regards the ‘‘white-washing”’ spoken
of by an hon. member on the other side, I
can tell him that when myself or any of my
friends want our characters ‘white-washed,’
this place would be the last we would come
to for that ‘purpose. Now, sir, as I under-
stand this petition, it comes herein this man-
ner.—Mr. Miller says, in effect :—‘‘I do not
charge the Government, nor the Chairman
of the Board of Works, nor Mr. McKenna
with wrong-doing; but I want you to enquire

'whather it is not all 'a mistake, or whether I

have been discharged for being & lumbering
blunderer not up to my business 2’ I ocan
only say, sir, that I have been a witness to
the failure of the wind bags and Kerosene
¢gas which he denounced, and the effeot of
which, in many cases, was nearly to have
drowned the light house keepers; and I have
geen him abuged most violently for carrying
out instructions without saying a word in
reply-—until I have expressed my astonish-
ment that he could keep his temper. Mr.
Miller does not ask to be restored to offiee—
he admits that the Government had a right
to dismiss him—all he asks is that he may
pot be sent forth a branded man, but that
the community may know the cause of his
dismissal. ‘

Mr. Archibald*—The letter of the Provin-
cial Secretary shows that there was no charge
against Mr, Miller. The change was & mere
matter of Administrative discretion, with
which this House has nothing to do further
than to dismiss the members of Government,
if they have betrayed the confidence reposed
in them. I have great respect for Mr. Miller,
and have so expressed myself several times;
I would be very glad to do him a favor, if in
my power; but all thisis very different from
interfering with the legitimate functions of &
Government responsible for its actions to this
House, :

Mr. Marshall—How would this matter
have been brought before the country, had it
not been for this petition. "

Mr. Archibald—The same as the oase of
Mr. Shipley yesterday, when an hon. mem-
ber rose and moved that the papers relating
to it be breught down.

Mr. Marshall—Yes! And the Government
would have produced them or not, just as
they pleased.

Hon. Attorney General—I move that the
House adjourn.

Mr. Marshall—All right.
it to-morrow.—( Laughter.)

The House then adjourned +ill threeo’clock
on Thursday. ‘ ‘ C.

et RO~

We’ll have st

THURSDAY, February"M.‘ -

‘ INLAND RAILWAY. S
‘Mr. McLearn presented a petition from
Sylvanus Morton and  others, of Liverpool,
for an act to incorporote a company for, il‘itﬁé

carry out the prayer of the petition.
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The petition was received, and leave was

granted to introduce the bill.
‘ ' PENSION. ‘ ‘

_ ‘Mr. Marshal presented the petition of Mr.
Justice Halliburton, asking that he might be
permitted to retire from the Bench with &
pension equal to that which he enjoyed pre-
vious to his having accepted a seat on the
Supreme Court Bench.

UASE OF RICHARD LOGUE,

Mr. M. I. Wilkins said—TI rise, Mr. Speak.
er, to present the petition of Richard Logue
who for many years has filled the situation of
Deputy Sheriff for the County of Cape Bre.
ton. The petition set forth that he has been
dismissed without cause assigned; that he hag
asked the.reasons for that dismissal, and
that he is told his request cannot be complied
 with, Now, sir, thig may be the right way
to govern & people : if so, it is & mode with
which I, as a Briton, am utterly unacquaint.
ed. . The certificate of the Sheriff, under
whom he served, is appended, and he states
that Logue has acted under him for four
years : that he has found him to be an hon-
est, active man, and that he has always dilie
gontly and efficiently performed his dutics,
I do not deny the abstract right of the Go-
vernment to discharge, at will, any officer,
without assigning a reason; when an officer
whom they have appointed, and over whom
they have control is dismissed, I admit that
they may assert this abstract right, and say:
‘‘we dismissed him because, in the exerqige of
the discretion which the Constitution vests in
us, we saw fit to do s0.”> But have they a
right to go farther? Are they justified in
insisting on the dismissal of subordinates to
those whom they have appointed ? Can they.
sompel their officers 'to part with servants
which those officers alone have a right to ap-
point?  What right has the Government to
go into the kitchen of a Sheriff, and demand
that his domestic shall be digcharged? In
my view they have no such power. They
wight as well claim the privilege of distating
88 to how many cats he should keep, and
Wwhether they were to be Liberal cats or Tory
cats P—( Laughter.) - It is not becoming in g
Government to descendso low: a Government
of a great country like this should aim a lit.
tle higher.—(Laughter.) Thereis no neces.
sity for this interference with matlers in
Wwhich they have no concern; to the Sheriffy
We may entrust, with all confidence, the ap-
pointment of their Deputies, the principa] is
accountable for the acts of his subordinate,
ahd if, in the discharge of the dutieg with
which he is entrusted the Deputy does wrong,
th? Sheriff, and he alone, is liable to the pe.
nalty. ‘ ‘ ‘

Hon. Attorney General—The only item in
the acoount appended to the petition which
oan be recognized by us, is £43 1s, for board
and lodging; that is the only just claim either
In whole or in part, and Whatever portion of
1t 8 just, ought to .be paid. | A charge of

I5., if payable out of the Provincial
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Treasury, should be at once liguidated. Ano-
ther charge of £11 8s., and _vatious other
counter charges, of which we knoiy nothing
about, are annexed in the account. Now the
matters involved in. this petition open up
questions of some interest in this country, and
to which the Bill laid on our table g fow days
since respecting the appointment of Bheriffs,
has reference. By the law, as' it stands,
Sheriffs must be appointed from year to year,
and, in their appointment, two of the Jud
and two members of the Executive Council,
mmust concur. When the appointment of the
Sheriff for Cape Breton was under considey..
ation &, meeting was held; what _passed 'at
that meeting I do not deem it' desirous. or
proper to state in detail; I was not one of the
four, and even if I had been, would still pur-
Sue this course. But, sir, since the hon. and
learned member for Pictou hsg seen fit to
make a distinct charge against the Govern-
ment, I feel justified in saying that the Go-
vernment would not and did not voluntarily
step in to deprive Mr, Logue of his office;
that his dismissal, in the absence of the Chiaf
Justice, was made g sine qua non by the two
learned Judges who presided, and that it was
the act of the Judges, and their act alone.
To myself, and to the two memberg of the
Executive who attended the meeting, Richard-
Logue was entirely unknown; and his reten-
tion to or dismissal from office wag matter of
Do consequence. Nay more, sir, I have good
reason to believe that the member of the Gow
vernment residing in Sydney did not approve
of the act. ‘ o
Mr. Marshal—Would the honorable and
learned Attorney General be willing to give
the names of the two learned J udges to whom
he has referred ? ‘ T
Hon. Attorney General—No; I do ngt wish
to bring- the Judges or their acts here,”
‘Mr, M. I. Wilkins—But we have asked for
the information, and the Government will
surely not refuge to give it ! T
Hon. Atty. Gen.—It is enough that they re.
fused their assent to the list unless the name -
of the petitioner was struck out, Was the Go-
vernment to leave the County of Cape Bre.
ton without s Sheriff? Hon. gentlemen will
soarcely assert, whatever thejpr- hardihood,
that the Executive would have been. Justified
in pursuing ‘such a course! No 3" they
yielded their own judgment, that = the
County might not suffer for want of 80 neces-
saxy an officer. But, sir, this I do say-—and
I have no hesitation in avowing it—that the
moment the Government, yielding to a polit-
ical necessity, consented to this man’s dis-
missal, it became their act; it 'was no -move-
ment of theirs, but, after the movement was'
made, they were compelled to adopt it. ' I am
quite ready to assent to the appointment -of
a committee, any papers in possession 'of Go-
vernment shall be laid upon ‘the table; but,
sir; I do think the hon. and learned member
for Pictou would have evinced ‘more - diserg. -
tion and better taste had . he, refrained :from
indulging in the tirade to which e ‘has just
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treated the House. I shall not follow his ex-
ample, but, when he ventures again to assail
the Government, let him bethink himself of
the position he occupies—Ilet him be sure
that the charges he prefers are at least capa-
ble of substantiation, and the ground he tskes
can be sustained ; let him appeal to the moral
feelings, the sound sense, and the gentleman-
ly propriety of the House, and he may then
have some hope of creating an impression in
favor of the cause he advocates. But let him
be assured of this : that whenever his appeals
are based on frivolous, unsubstantial, unten-
able grounds—such as those upon which the
remarks he has just addressed to this House
are based—he will fuil in the object he desires
to attain. If he wishes to assail the Govern-
ment, let him seek some motre substantial
reason. .

Mr. 'M. J. Wilkins. 1am aware that the
Government are execeedingly strong, and
that, sir, is one very good reason why they
should be mereciful ; but the honorable and
learned Attorney General need not expect
to disturb my equanimity by his boasting—
nor te diminish my good humor by invec-
tive, Let us see how this matter stands
froms his own showing. An efficient, com~
petent, but needy officer is sought to be
displaced by the Judges—no charge having
been preferred against him-—no reason be-
ing assigned,—and the, Government have
not the moral courage to resist the perpe-
tration of this wrong. They acceded to an
act of such inhumanity and cruelty that
even the honorable dnd learned Attorney
General's heart bleeds for the victim,
(laughter,) merely because the Judges de=~
sired it. Am I lo understand that this
strong Government were coerced o do an
act like this by the Jydges ?

Hon, Attorney General. 1 have told the
honorable and learned member already that
| was not present at the meetling, but the
Government assumed that the Judges had
sufficient grounds for objecting to the ap~
pointment of Richard Logue.

Mr. M. L. Wilkins, Then the Govern~
ment desire to shield themselves from the
obloquy attaching to this suspicious trans-
action under the wing of the Judges. But
what does the fhonorable and learned At-
torney General say to the dismissal of the
Sheriff of Cumberland, Mr. Chandler?

Hon. Atterney General. The Govern-
ment do not desire to shield themselves in
any way ; L have previously stated that
they did not desire the dismissal of Legue
—but were reduced to the alternative un-
der the law—of leaving GapesBreton with-
out a Sheriff or consenting to hie discharge
~—the assent of the Judge 1o the appoint-
ment of a Sheriff being essential, With
regard to Mr. Chandler—that was not the
act of the Judges ; the Government assume
apy responsibility attaching to his dis-
missal, ‘ : o

+ . 'Dr, Tupper sa‘.id:‘ léh’og]d”havé borne
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no part in this discussion, which has arisen
unexpectedly, had it not tuken a. wider
range and assumed a more important aspect
than the petition under consideration dea
mands. The honorable and learned leader
of the Government has said. that the pres«
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ent was not the enly instance in which the .

Government had acted under the coercion
of the Judges in the appointment of Sher-
iffs, and expressed his regret that the Bill
lately introduced by the honorable member
for Halifax, (Mr. Annand,) which would
have relieved the Government from that
compulsion — had not previously passed
into law, 8ir, I listened with the most
profound astonishment to the speech he
hag just delivered—standing here, as 1 do
—prepared to state that the opitiion of the
Judges, in the matter of Mr, Chatidlers‘re-
moval, did not receive that consideration,
that gentlemanly deference, which the
honorable and learned Attorney General
seemed to think so important in the case
under consideration ; prepared, as I am, to
assert that the principle which the law con-
templated was departed from ; that the go~
vernment without occasion, without charge

v

evicted from his office a man on whom the °

hand of providence had previously been
laid beavily—~who depended upon his of-
fice for his bread — an officer of thirty
years’ standing who had faithfully and hone
estly fulfilled his duty, performing the
functions of his office in such a manner as
to give general and unqualified satisfaction;
I say 1 listened with unmingled astonish-~
ment to the honorable and learned Attors
ney Geeneral when 1 heard him assert that
the Government had acted under the coin.
pulsion of the Judges. 1 tell hun that the
course heretofore pursued in the appoeint-
ment of Sheriff has been that the one who
stood first on the list was considered as ap-
pointed, and that in passing Mr. Chande
ler's name all principle was depurted from,
all precedent violated, as the Commitiee of
Council. ,had agreed with the Judges to
place it first. . o
Hon. Attorney General. The honorable
member for Cumberland is mistaken; 1
never asserted that the Government were
coexced into dismiseal of Mr. Chandler. 1
at once assumed the responsibility attach«
ing to that act; it was done i)y, the Gov-
ernment, and by the Government alone.

Dr. Tupper. Considering that i am.un-
practiced in public speaking, the hovorable
and-learned Attorney General might have
permitted me to conclude the few remarks
which 1 inténd offering to thie House with-
out'interruption, Now, sir, honorable gen-
tlemen will perhaps be astonished to'hear
that so far from this extreme deference—

‘this punectilious' regard for ike opinion of

Judges which' the lionorable and learned

Attorney General would have us believe is.
entértained by the Government, being.
evinced—the meetinga appointed by ihe
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member of Council were not attended by
any of the Exeeutive,unlil the time allowed
by law was almost passed; that after ob-
jection had been made 10 the re-appoint-
ment of Sheriff Chandler when they did
finnlly meet, and the Judges who had
known him for thirty years said, unless you
submit some reason, unless you assign
tome cause why he should be removed

trom his office, disgraced and degraded 1n-

the eyes of the public, we cannot concur in
placing any man above him, the objections
were apparently withdrawn by the mem.
bers of Government, and hig name placed
at the head of the list; yet the Govern-
went, in violation of all precedent, appoint-
ed another.  Sir, | never spoke more seri-
ously, I never uttered a remark with more
perfect consciousness of its truth than
when I staie that to Sheriff Chandler [ owe
nothing either persounally or politically,
and that 1 never received a favor from him
in my life; but,sir, were I indebted to him
a tithe of that which the Liberal party owe
to him, 1 should not only be the last to in-
jure but the first to benefit him, But, sir,
it does seem to me to be a most- extraordi.
nary and anormalous thing that ucder Re-
sponsible Government, of the principles of
which 1 came here an admirer, as essential
to the libe.ties of freemen, that these acts
are to be perpetrated with iwpunity. [f,
sir, 1 am to gather my opinion of Respon~
sible Government from the-« acts and
speeches of some of those who profess to
be its sincere advecates and supporters, my
admiration would not be of (ong duration,
The other duy 1 understood the honorable
and learned member for Digby to say that
the supporters of the Government courted

a division,and that on a question of purely

personal character,
Mr. Wade, Yes,

Dr. Tupper. 1s the honorable and learns
ed gentleman afraid that the session will
expire before an opportunity is affor ed
him of testifying his devotion to the Gov
ernment ¢ True, up to this time I have had
no fault io find with the Government as to
the mode in which they have managed the
public business during the present session.
The desire expressed by the honnrable and
learned Attorney General to avoid sueh
discussions s commendable; I take it to
be unwise and unjust unnecessatily to in-
} flame the minds of members for party pure
| poses.  Jir, is there nothing more 1 Re-
§ sponsible Government than that which we
! leard unblushingly asserted laiely by the
# honorable member for Shelburne, that ¢“the
¢ Government should govern by a party and
for a party;’> that the revenues of the

Country were to be expended but te reward °

their political supporters. Sir, if the lineas
ments of the human countenance are any
Index to human hearts, | think myself jus-

i tified in saying that no considerable body -

f of men could be found in this House pre-
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pared to endorse that principle, or to be ‘
driven to the support of Government, irre- -
spective of the merits of the question un--

der consideration. Sir, I did not come
here to play the game of follow my leader.
I did not come here the representative of
any particular party, bound to vote con.
trary to my own convictions,but to perform
honestly and fearlessly to the best of my
abllity my duty to my country. Inthe past, -
I'have seen measures which lie at the root
‘of ell our prosperity and freedom burked
because they emanated from the leader of
the opposition, nor have the measures of.
Government always received a dispassion-
ate hearing from the opposition, Whenever
the measures of the Government commend
themselves to my judgment, 1 shall not
hesitate to support’ them; if a different
course is pursued by honorable gentlemen
oppostte they may find that some of the in-
dependent suppoiters of the Government '
will feel it necessary to withdraw from

them their support, and at all events,1do
trust that in acts of tyranny and oppression

the Government, strong as they may be on

geveral questions, will find that they will

not be sustained, 1 have before said that

I have not been influenced in this matter

by feelinga of friendship for Mr, Chandler,
and | may add thatl have no reason to

complain as far as it affects my political -
position, for had the Government given me

the entire patronage of the county for the

next four years, I could no thereby have .-
strengthened myself as much ae they have
done by this one st of unqualified injus~, -
tice. Whilst in this house, sir, 1 shall ever
contend for the right of every subordinate
officer to a_hearing before he is dismissed.

from his office. To this day, Mr. Chandler -

has never heard of a complaint, [t is true
that anonymous libellers in a press support.
ing the Government, have asserted that his
jailor, Mr, King, made a rum-shop of the
jail and keptan open bouse in it for myself
and my colleague. To this statement I
give the most unqualified denial. There.
was not any spirits in the jail during the
election, and of the persons “entertained
there on nomination day (the personal
friends of - the jailor and his wife,) more
than half were the supporters of the Hon.
Mr. Howe. Now,sir,is the principle to
be adopted that an officer faithfully dis~
charging his duty 1s thus mercilessly to be
sacriiced (o Jsuch irresponsible inftuences
If so, it is tume that instead of
additional power being placed in the hands
of the Government, the old British usage
be adopted by which the people elect .
their Sheriff, and, 1 may add, that to the
present day the British constitution has

- carefully avoided placieg the appeintment
‘of Sheriffs in the unrestricted hands of the

crown.,’ . ‘
Mr. Wade said : Mr. Speaker, I con-
gratulate the honorable member for Cum-~




34

berland that he has at last, after severe
travail, come to understand that the bant-
ling he professes to father bears some re~
semblauce to himself. Let me tell that
honerable gentleman that in this house
men are estimated at theirtrue value, and
that he who seeks to lead must first show
that he possesses the ability. Itisin vain
for the honorable gentleman to insinuate
that the principle of ¢fellow my leader,”
s0 long the watchword of his party, should
be ignored merely because he conceives
himself possessed of the ability to lead.
1t may be that the giftof speech has been
conferred on the honorable gentleman, but
there are other qualities more essential to
a leader than the verbose expression of his
own precenceived opirions. A clear in-
sight into the requirements of the country,
& thorough understanding of its wants; the
practical ability to carry out his views ; all
these are necessary qualities in one who
seeks to lead the mind of the country as
shadowed forth in this House. The hon-
orable and learned gentleman must pass
through many an ordeal more trying than
any to which he has yet been subjected
before he can claim the right. With re-
spect to the bean box of Cumberland, what
have we to do with it here 7 Why did the
honorable gentleman conceive himself juse
tified in following the honorable and learn«
ed member, for Pictou, and dragging the
dismissal of Mr. Chandler into a discussion
concerning the petition of Richard Liogue?
What have we to do Mr. Chandler here ?
his name is not mentioned in the petition,
and if.he seeks redress for any real or sup~
posed grievance, let him moke his charge,
and he will be met upon its own merits;
but let him not seek to hang upon the
skirts of another, and by that means bolster
up his own case. ‘With respect to the
bonorable member for Cumberland who
has chosen without cause to introduce my
name, let him understand this, that when-
ever he thinks proper to attack me 1 shall

be prepared to defend myself; my public

conduct is always open to the criticism not
only of my own constituency, but of the
public generally, and that conduct I shall
always be prepared to justify,

Mr. Annandsaid: lam sorry, sir, that
this -discussion has arisen, a discussion at
once uufair and unnecessary. What has
givenrise to it ? A petition has been pre-
sented by the honorable and learned mem-
ber for Pictou, setting forth thathe was'a
Deputy Sheriff, and that he has beeu dis-
missed from his office by the Shenff. Now,
sir, whose officer was this deputy? The
officer of the Government ¢ Certainly not;
he was the servant of the Sheriff,appointed

by him, amenable to him, and lhable at any '
How then

time to be dismissed by him.
does the honorable and learned gentlemen
and hie supperters here seek to asgall the

Government because of the dismissal of

1
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Richard Logue ? How can they with any
degree of propriety, with any show of
reason fasten a charge upon the Govern-
ment, when it is broadly and boldly stated
here that it was net at their mslance, but
at the instance of the Judges that Logue
was dismissed ? Sir, if blame attach to
any, upon the Judges of the Supreme
Court be it,—let not the Government be
held responsible for a wrong perpetrated by
them  Sheriffs were electiveé during the
reign of Edward the Sixth, and during his
reign alone ; it was found that.the prectice
waos inconvenient, and therefore it fell into
disuse, In the discursive discussion that
has just taken place, sheriffs and responsi«
ble government, theory and practice, have,
been heterogeneously mixed up. Sir, the
honorable member for Cumberland has
thought fit to attack the honorable and
learned member for Shelburne, (Mr.
Locke.) The honorable member for Cum-~
berland, by whatright I know not, seems
to consider that he alone is ecapable of
understanding the principles of Responsi-
ble Government, that he alone appreciates
and ‘acts up to those principles. Sir, he
will pardon me for saying that there are
men in this House who have testified
through years of trial their devotion to
those principles, who understand and value
them; and it will require some thing
more than mere admiration testified by
words alone to give the honorable gentle-
man the right to take his stand with them,
or entitle him to participate in the confi
dence which they enjoy. With the prn-
ciples enunciated by my honorable
friend from Shelburne, I entirely concur;
1 hold the doetrine that to the victors
belong the spoils, I hold that he who
battles for and succeeds in carrying out a
principle, who spends his time and exer
cises his ability in endeavoring to achieve a
reform, is entitled to any Iittle reward—
and the rewards for such labor are cera
tainly few and small 1 this Province—
that it is in the power of his country to
bestow. 1f, sir, i have any fault to find
with the Exccutive Government,it is that
they have not carried this principle out
as they should. But, sir, we are not dis-
cussing this question now, the Govern.
ment did not dismise Richard Logue, he
was no officer of their’s, and tierefore I
hold that in any view they are not re-
sponsible for his removal. - '

Mr. Marshall said—After having been for
16 or 17 years in this House, | had at last
come to the conclusion that I was educated
up to Respousible Government ;- but sir,
after having listened to the discussion of
to day, I find that I shall be obliged to com-.
mence my education anew. Am 1 to be,
to be told that the siories we have hitherto .
heard of the blessings of Self-Government,
have dwindled into mere government for.
self ?—(Laughter.) ' Am I to be told that,

-+
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in a civilized country like our own—with
an intelligent, and comparatively well edu
cated population, glorying in being the de«
scendants of Englishmen, the doctrine is to
be upheld that parties are to strive for ma.
jorities that they may divide the spoils of
effice among themselves and their adherents
—that all who do not subseribe to the poli-
tical dogmas of one set of men, are to be

excluded from office, and denied the right -

to aspire to any office, however humble, in
this country ; nay more, sir, that if any per-
sons who hold office should dare to exercise
their undoubted rights as freemen, they are
to be immediately dismissed. Once an-
nounce this principle and ratify it by the
deeision of this House—the sooner all men
who value their civil liberties pass our bor-
eers, the better for themselves. The hon-
srable member for Halifax tells us that ‘‘to
the victors helong the spoils.” 1s this a
principle of Responsible Government?
Sir, I have always understood that the Li-
beral Party urged upon the country as one
of the reasons why they were entitled to
support, the fact that the Conservatives be-
stowed tvo many officeson their own ndhe-~
rants ; that they had not sufficient consider~
ation for their opponents ; this is but ano-
ther evidence of the ephemeral character
of so-called Liberal doctrine. When they
were out they denounced proscription in
any case; now that they are in, the doetrine
is carried to the extreme.

Mr. Annand explained. Hisremark was
intended to apply in a figurative sense
oniy.

Mr Chambers: After listemng Mr.
Speaker, to the long speeches which have
been delivered here, perhaps a few home.
spun remarks may not be out of place. The
whole question is comprised in a nut shell.
Have theGovernment the right to discharge
such officers ag are in their employ, when
those officers fail .in the performance of
their duty? 1 will give you a few praecti-
cal illustrations. Suppose | held some pub-
lic office ; I say to the man in wnom 1 have
confidence . there is a'workman on whom
I would rely to perform a required duty

with fidclity and despatch; end suppose .

my confidential agent reports to me that the
workman has not performed his duty, or
refuses to obey instructions? I would call
him, pay him his wages, and send him to
seek employment elsewhere.
again, the man is atated to have performed
bis duty faithfully in some respects, and

not in others; perhaps that, after his day’s’

work is over, he went about among "the
neighbors, endeavoring to damage my cha-
racter. What would I say to him?

have endeavored io undermiue my business
and destroy my good name.. | am, there~
fere, necessitated to’ discharge. you."~

Would that man have any right to com. -

 plain ? No, sir ; and just seis it with the
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¢ Sir,’
1 cannot retain you in my employment, you
‘ter.
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Goversment. I hold them responsible for
‘to do what ought to be done; and if they
fail to exercise their power in essential
things, they fail in'their duty to the people.
At the same time, sir, 1 would notby any
means nitempt to prevent any investigation
that ought to be had on the floor of this
House. 1 would be sorry to see the Go=
vernment discharge a faithful servint who
had been attentive to his duties, they should
be very cauntious about exercising  their
power without a due and thorough investi-

-gation. ' With respect to the remarks made

as to the “follow-my-leader ’’ tendency ex-
hibited here, I can only say that, as mem-
ber for Newport, 1 gave my Constituents to
understand that 1 would act independently
-~gupporting-the Government as.far as 1
thought right, according to my judgment—
and no further. E ‘ ‘

Mr. Moses: |came to this House, Mr.
Speaker, to do what was right, and.to sup-
port, irrespective of - Party, the -measures
best adapted torthe benefit of the eountry.
I have long doubted very muchthe propries
ty of establishing a strong Party Govern.
went, and | have heard enough . this after«
noon to confirm me in that opinion. 1
believe, sir, that no sooner do you establish
a strong Party Government, than you es-
tablish a despotic Government. .I ean
recollect, sir, before the..so-called Liberal
Party came into power, and when the Con-
servatives were in the ascendant ; they pro«
fessed principles of Responsible Governs
ment, and many admired them for the
boldness of their stand; but, what do-we
see now ? The party in power domineers
ing and setting . at. naught the very prinocis
pies which they once professed ; grasping at
everything—which they blamed the other
party for doing—making use of every strat-
agem to maintain: themselves in power—
spending the revenues’ of the country for
this selfish object—displacing faithful 'effi-
cers in every part of the country who do
not bow down to 'them—and" contriving
everything for their own advantage. . Sir,
the sooner we get.rid of such a Govern-
ment as this, the better. N

Mr. Apnand explained with referenes to

~his expression—‘¢ To the victors belong .

the spoils.” = He meant simply that what«
ever Government was in power had aright
to enjoy the patrordge which their position
brought. ‘I do not mean, sir, that the Go-
vernment should go into- offices and 'dis-
place subordinates indiscriminately ; “but
the heads of departments - should: certainly
be the right*men, mn the'right' place, and
of the right party. ‘We have been refer-
red, sir, across the waters; | am’ willing to
adopt the English practice to ‘the veéry let.
I could easily -‘show that the-hon.
gentlemen opposile were not always averse
to the removal of officers; and [*undéftake

-to-gay that if* they were in the Administra-

4 i

o

tion to~merrow, -they: would:do as the'pres
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gent government did. They have gone no
further than they were authorised by Lord
John Russell's despateh of October, 1839 ;
and the doctrines laid down by Earl Grey
after the elections of 1847,

Mr. M. 1. Wilkins—What offices does
he refer to?

Mr. Annand—All the subordinate offi-
cers of Government, whom he says must
either be prepared to refrain from opposition
to that Government in any way, or must
be ready to resign office, If then, the
members for any county send a remon-
strtance to the Government against the con-
duct of a public officer, as a violent parti-
zan, or ag even having taken an active part
against the election of the ecandidates on
the side of the Government, the latter
would be bound instantly to remove the
transgressor from office. Thie, sir. is my
reply to the hon, member for Guysboiough.

Hon. J. W. Johnston—I eould turn back
to a period when the honorable member
who spoke last took very different grounds
from that which he assumes now. With
the sentiments of the honorable members
for Falmouth and Newport, I entirely con-
cur, pamely, that in making these appoint-
ments, all other things being equal, talents
information, character and fitness, the Go-
vernment should prefer its political friends,
My objection is to the proposition that gen-
tlemen should be put out of office, because
their principles do not run parallel to those
of the Government, although they may toke
no active part in politics, This was what
the honorable member for Halifax contend-
ed when he said that Mr. Miller ought to
have been dismissed long ago, The dac»
trine ennunciated here is not to be found
in British constitutional practice.

Mr. Marshall—But in the present in-
stance we do not go so far as to question
the power of the Government in any
shape whatever. We do not complain of
an officer being dismissed, but we do com-
plain of the attempt to shut a man out upon
the right of petition. Suppose the servant
mentioned by the hon, member for New=
port (Mr, Chambers) had a defence to
make against the charges of his master’s
agent, would that master be just to refuse
that servant a hearing—would he be honest
to deprive him of his wages? [ think a
man is feirly entitled to a hearing when
accused of any fault in private life—much
more so when his career and his acts are
before the public. Now, sir, if this man
Logue has done wrong—if he has rightly
torfeited his office, and if the wages he
claims are not fairly due, then let the
Government be justified in their act, by

. giving the man a fair and impartial hear:
lngl . ) | |

- Mr. Moerrison—I do not believe, Mr.
Speaker, that there is the slightest dispo-

- sition on the part of the Government, (o

‘withhold the committee aaked for on this
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petilion. On the contrary the hon. and
learned Attorney General has risen in his
place and stated that there was no desire
on the part of the Covernment to shut this
petitioner out—nay ! that he had a right to
come here and be heard, Then, what is
the uge, sir, of gentlomen here building
up a man of straw for the pleasure of
knocking it down? T'he hon. member for
Cumberland brought 1nto this debate sube
jects which had nothing to do with the
petition before the llouse, and, among
other things, spoke of a * whipper~in,” to
rally round the members of a party. Sir,
speaking for myself, I am here as indepen~
dent a tnan as any within the walls of this
House ; and that was my language on the
hustings to the people who sent me here ;
and, sir, while I yield to no man in the ex.
ercise of that independence, | shall yield
to none in a firm determination to support
what 1s righti. With respect to this ap~
pointment, sir, 1 think the Government
has on undoubted right to make choice of
the officers who are to serve under them ;
and that, I know, is the opinion of the
vast majority of the people of Nova Seotia.
We have a proof of it here—we have been
assured of it in the Press. [ believe it to
be a sound principle of government that
there should be a party to rule and another
to watch the rulers. That is the way to
preserve the peoples’ rights. 1 believe
that those who object to the power of the
Government are not sincere; for I am
sure 1f that Governmont were to infringe
on the rights of the people to-morrow,
there would be independent men enovgh
here to hurl them from power.

The committee was here appoirted—
Messrs. Tobin, McFarlane, Wier, McKeag-
ney, and Chambers, w.

D s e ]

Fripay, February 15.

PETITIONS AND BILLS.

Mr. Killam-For a. Way Office.

Dr. Webster—For a Draw in Cornwallis
Bridge.

. Mr., Parker—Gore, Douglas, Way Of-
ce.

Mr. Bill—Aid to Wharves.

Mr. Bill—Lower Town Plot, Cornwajlis,
for aid to erect an embankment; Corneal.
lis, aid to Breakwater, Road to a Break-
water. Another on same gubj:ct.

SELLING LIQUOR IN. TRURO. ‘

Mr. Wilkins—f{rom Alex. McKay, Truv
10, formerly of Halifax, and hotel keeper
at Truro, representing that he had eppiied
for a license to the Court of Sessions, and
at a meeting of eighteen Grand Jurors,
there were eleven in favor of his applicas
tion ; bot an impression having got among
them that twelve Jurbrs werzs necessary for

,a presentment, they did not make one, and
he was fined «£10, His petition o the sgs~,

siona sot forth that the moderate sale of

¢
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liquors was essential to the successful pro.
secution of his business; and the indis«
criminate withholding of licenses tended to
demoralize the community, instead of pro~
moting public morals,” Petition prayed that
proceedings might be slayed until the mat-
ter could be again brought before the Bes-

. sions,

Mr. Morrigon said that before the ques-
tion for & Committee was put he wou!d
make cne remark, and that was to express
his utter surprise that Grand Jurors, who
were sworn to secrecy, should have di-
valged that there were 11 out of 18 in
tavor of the petitioner. It was a reflection
on the Grand Jury of Colchester, and he
moved that the pelition be not received.

Mr. Wilkins said that the point referred
to had been well considered befora the pe-
tition was brought here. A Grand Juror
was sworn to keep the Queen’s Counsel
and that of his fellows ; but the number of
Jurors was no secret. Had any of the
Jurors told the names of those who voted on
one side or the other, it would have been
undefensible, but such wasg not the case.

Mr. Parker spoke against the petition,
and seconded the motion to withdraw it.

Passed 15 1o 13.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, ET4,

Hon, Provincial Secretary, by commard,
laid en the table of the Houce tabular
statements of the revenue and expenditures
—trade and commerce of the Province
during the last year.

Also, the memorial of Temple and Lewis
Piers, praying reparation for damages done
their property in Bedford Basin, by the
course of the Railroad.

Also, laid on the table a despatch from
Mr. Labouchere, on the Fisheries of the
Bay of Fundy.

Also, Petition from Messrs.
manufacturers, Windsor, for aid.

Also,from Messrs. Burnham and Lyneh,
Windsor, for road damages.

From Peter S. Burnham, Post Master,
for increase of salary.

Also, several other petitions, the purport
of which we could not hear.

Mr. Whitman—tio remove obstructions
in Lequille River.

Also, Messrs. Shaw and others,for town.
ship incorporation.

Also, from Clements, for road from Besr
River Bridge to Bear River Ferry.

Mr. Chipman—Wm. Payzant and others
to enable them to build a steamboat wharf
at Oak Point, on the east part of Corn~
wallias.

Currie,

Mr. McKeagney—from Thos, C. Cann, ‘

of Sydney, C. B., foraid to a ferry boat.

Mr, Thorne-—-lrom Chutes® Cove ; frome

Seizing Officer on Annapolm Rlver, and a
road petmon
Mr, Mctaricne—A b:ll to enable inhab-

§ itantg of Pugwash to. procure a fire engine;
8 il read & firat nme‘

Petitmxa fmm{i A
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Chipman, Postmauler at. Ambherst; Robert
McKim, alteration in mails; Rev. W. S.
Darraugh, for Way Office; Donald Me.-
Kay, Teacher of Grammar School, Wal~
lace, for money withheld; Jonathan Mec-
Lully, road.

Mr. Annand— Messrs. Ritchie and Will-
oughby, for return of duties on paper.

Mr. Annand also introduced a Bill to in~
corporate the Union Bank of Halifax. He
explained that the principles were to be the
same as those of the Bank of Nova Sco-
tia.

Mr Wier reported on the petmon of
Peter Minard and others, with reference to
a grant of land, recommendmg a partial
reimbursement. On the petitiona of Wm,
H. Potter, with reference to a suit of Wm,
B. Perkins, the committee recommended
no payment.

Mr. Wade rose to present a petition from
several shipwrights, praying that a law
mwight pass making vessels liable for thair
wages.

Referred to Messrs. Wilkins, Killam,and
McKenzie.

Mr. Wade—For increase of mail accom-
modation; Digby Neck, for aid to grist and
oat mill; Weymouth, to remove obstruc-
tions on Sissiboo River; Smith's Cove, for
way office; Hillsborough, to remove ob.
structions from Bear River; John Barnaby,
to assist further in educating a deaf and
damb boy. From inhabitants of Digby
Neck, for alteration in the law for appoint.
ing Fish Inspectors:

- Mr. Churchill—Hantsporc ferry; Kempt,
same snbject. Road petition.

Hon. J. W. Johnston—Praying the re-
peal of an Act which passed concerning the
Chesley abiteau.

Mr. Ryder—Patition from Thomas W,
Chesley, counter to the above, with certifis
eate.

Mr. Thorne moved that both petmons be
referred to a special committee. ]

Messrs. Ryder, Bill, Bent.

Hon. Attorney General—J. E. Tremain,
Eeq., Postmaster, Port Hood, for an ina
crease of salary, warmly recommended by
the Postmaster General; Jas. McKeen,
Postmaster at Plaister Cove, John McDon-
ald, praying the aid of the House for sup-
port of a blind person.

Dr. Tupper—For improvement of the
navigation between Cumberland and Prince
Edward Island.

-Also, from Mr. Bradbary, Pnrrsboruugh
for reimnbursement for expendxture on a
Bridgs.

Mr. Bsson—A bill to enable the cor-
poration to procure’ a general survey, of
Halifax. |

« Also to enable the corporation to
nnprove the side walks; also, to keep the
strcets in repaif, l

Mr, Faller—Maurice, Kwanagh and

othm, tu emqt 8 pubho whm at St Petorn,\ |

'v'm .
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for aid (o repair a mill destroyed by a
freshet ; also, several road petitions.

Mr. Johna Campbell— Millton, for an act
to control the rafting of logs.—Bill read a
first time,

« Merchants of Liverpool, for Marine
Railway ; Trustees of Sackville Academy,
for aid towards that in«titution ; Proprietors
of ¢ Wesleyan,” for drawback on paper.

Mr. P. Smyth—inhabitants of Mabou and
Port Hood, for a tri-weekly mail,

Mr. Morrison— 'istrict of New Annan,
for new road to Onslow-—about 12 miles,

Dr. Brown—overseers of poor, Horton ;
sick Indians.

Mr. Marshal—bill to amend the act o
incorperate the trustees of Burn's street
Church, in the county of Sydney.

¥r. Parker presented a petition from
Walton and Kempt, praying for the equali-
zation of the representation of the county of
Hants. “

Mr. Geldert—Bill to incorporate the
Trustees Zion Meeting House, Mahone
Bay.

Mr. Wier—E G. Fuller, tor compensation
in respect of losses sustained by him in the
importation of agricultural implements for
the Industrial Exhibition, in 1854,

Mr. Wier—also, a petition of rate payers
of Halifax, for an amendment in the act of
incorporation, The petition prayed for the
abelition of the office of Recorder, the cre-
ation of a stipendary magistrate for the trial
of eauses, und the election of City Clerk,
and Assistant Clerk, by the people.

Mr. McLellan—Wm. Delay, to open a
new road

Mr. Davidson—From Der. Forbes, Sick
Indians; Mrs. Jane Boyle, sick sailor.

Hon. Pro. Secretary, by command, laid
on the table a return showing the appoint-
ment of Sheriffs.

Hon. Sol. Gen., by cemmand, laid on the
table the account sales of the saje of Stud
Horses last year. The balances had all
been paid into the Treasury.

Hon., Sol. General also presented the
petition of the Sheriff of Cape Breton, for
reimbhnrsement of expenses incurred by him
in the maintennance of & prisoner in Cape
Breton. Received and referred to the com-
mittee on the petition ef Richard Logue.

Hon. Sol. Gen, also laid on the table the
account of expenditure for colored people,
in county of Halifax, last year. .

Mr. Davidson—Fer return of duties on a
coach imported.

Hon. Sol. Gen.—From Trustees of 3t,
Francis Xavier's College, "Antigonish, to
enable them to purchase apparatus; also
from inhabitants of Tracadie, for Post
Office ; for a special grant to great road to
Cape Breton ; for improvement of Tracadie®
Harbor; Alex. MacPherson, Mail Carrier,
cotinty of Richmond, for remuneration ;
bill to establish the town of Morristown,
souniy ef Sydney. Peiition from overseers

]
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. obtained in the winter on much better terms

.return from the Assembly, to know if lie

sounties; and numerous' have.
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of poor, township of St. Andrews—T'ransi~
ent Paupers; Edwin Forrestal, ferryman,
additional allowance.

ROAD SERVICE, ‘

Mr. John Campbell rese to present the
petition of Mr. Peter (Colp for payment for
building a bridge in the eounty of Queens,
under the following circumstances:

Last winter, sir, Mr. Cowie, the late
member, with my concurrence, wrote the
petitioner to prepare timber and materialg
for building a bridge, as they could be |
than in the summer. Having obtained |
these, Mr. Colp called on me after my

should build the bridge, as it was much
wanted. 1 recommended him not to do so,
until I heard from the Provincial Secretary,
from whom 1 expected a confimation ol his
appointment. After some tlime | received
the usual printed list from the Secretary’s
Office, with his name in the list for the sum |
named, whereupon I told him to go on and |
build the bridge, as he would receive his
commission, Some time after the bridge
was built I understood that another person
was appointed, which I did not believe, as
1 had never known commissions to have
been sent to other parties than fhoss
named in the Lists. 1 then addressed a
respectful letter to the honorable Provinecial
Secretary, stating that 1 wasagain returned §
for the county, that I had understood he §
had altered a number of our commissions,
and requested he would favor me with the
names of those newly appointed, against §
those who had been superseded, To this, i
Mr. Speaker, | was not favored with an &
answer. Sir, since I had the honor of a %
seat in this ‘House, I have endeavored to §
appropriate the money for the county with-
out favor, and to select the best persons, in
my opinion, to lay out the money.  This is
well proved by the fact that, at the last
election, one half of those’ that |.recoms-
mended for commissions supporied, ‘and the
other half oppesed me ; -and yet the Govern. §
ment, not satisfied, removed Commission. §
ers recommended by ug to expend amounts §
between £800 and £900. Having been in~ §
formed that the Government Commissioner f
had built another bridge, and still incredus
lous as to the fact, 1 paid a visit to the
place, and fourd that he had indeed made
another bridge within a few feet of the one g
previously buiit, and for which the petition-
er now claims the reward cf his labor, | &
trust, sir, he may be relieved, either by a2 §
special grant, or out of the road money for
the county. ‘ ‘
Mr. M. I. Wilking—1 suppose one may
be called the Government bridge, and ‘the
other the powns arinorum.—(Laughter.)
Hon. J. W. Johnston—Severa! cases,
gimilar te that which the honorable:gentle. |
man-alludes to, have ocourréd’ ‘in “others ]
“bedn- tht B2
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complaints against the interposition of the

Government, 'in putting other parties in

place of those whom the members of this
House have recommended for Commission-
ers. Now, sir, I maintain that the nomins
ation of these Commissioners is the consti=
tutional right of the members of this House
according to the Parliamentary practice of
Nova Scotia; for, in no other way can the
theory and practice of responsibility to their
conslituents be carried out. The Govern~
ment ought not, therefore, interfere, how-.

ever obroxious these recommendations may |

be ; for the practice has grown up with our
eountry, and forms part of our system of
colonial polity, The Lists last year did not
cowse out till late ; and | could state several
mstances in which the threat was held out
that, if a an did not vote for the Govera-
ment candidates, he would lose his com-
mission. I do not say that the Government
kept the commussions back to lend vigor,
point, and significance to those threats;
but there is something very strange in
the coincid~nce; and it was an injury to
the public service, as well
to the members for any county—first to
publish members’ recommendations, and
then to ignore them. Such conduct, sir,
is derogatory to the digrity and standing
of the members of Lhis :iouse Liook, sir,
at the anomalous position in which stands
my honorable friend from Queen’s! Ex-
pected to bear the responsibility, without
the power to act! Sir, the Government
ought to stand on its own intrinsic merits,
und ought not practice on Road Comumis-
sioners for electioneering purposes. They
ougit not trample on the personal feel-
ings of honorable members here, ag they
hive done; nor send them back, like
fools, to be laughed at for their _.pains.
The right of recommending these Com-
missionors has been a privilege enjoyed
by members of the Assembly for scorel
of years, and their nominations . have
never, until lately, been interfered with,

Mr. McLellan.—lt is natural that the
Government and the party in this House
sustaining it, should each endeavor to sup-
port the other; and it 1s equally pataral
that the party in opposition should stirive
to weaken both. Itis quite enough to say
that in this matter of Road Commissions
the Government never interfere except in
cases of special injustice, and ! can show
Gases where 1t was their imperative duty so
to interfere, If the honorable inembers for
Queen’s authorised a man to build a bridge
befure he knew that another was appointed
s commjssioner, that is a case for the con
sideration of the House; and under such
circumstances 1 think the man ought to be,
paid ; but if he. went, on spending  the
money, affer he knew that .another person
had been. appointed to ,make , the Bridge,.
then 1 think the House ought to exercise a
wise discretion on the matter. :

ROAD SERVICE.

as insulting .

Mr. Martin [. Wilkins, — The learned’
Attorney Genera] is of opinion that. the .
Government should step in 1o protect the
people from the oppression of their own
representatives. For instance,] had £100
to spend last session in a particular locality.
Not feeliag, myself very well acquainted
with the best men'to do the work, | had
a meeting called of the people themselves,
(those. very same people whom the Hon,
Altorney General seeks to take under his
bénevolent Protection,) knowing that they
were .most capable of judging who were .

the best men to expend the money. . Well,,, .

8it, they named two, and [ for warded their
names to the Government, requesting that.
the commissions might be directed to these
two gentlemen. What was my astonish-
ment to find that this Government, withoit,
saying a word to me—which in courtesy, if
not by right, they were bound to do—
sent the Commissions to two other parties;
thus making a fool ot me, and ignoring
the judgment of the freeholders, Now,
sir, I put it to the House and the country,
referring to parliamentary usage, or the
liberty and happiness of the people of the
West Branch of the River John—whether
the Government were justified in making
the alterations they did. [t appears. to
me, sir, to be an infringement on tne rights
of the people, and contrary. to the prinei~
ples of that responsible government wh.ch
we are told has been conferred upon us,—
and if this system be continued, {am very
much afraid it will not be long before the
beautiful Responsible Goverament we have
heard so much of will go off in a galloping
consumption. (Laughter.)

Dr. Tupper—I cannot allow thig discus-
sion to pass over, Mr, Speaker, without
offering a few observavions, which have

suggested themselves to me while other

honorable members have been speaking.
If, sir, the members of government had
come into the . House and offered any just
and reasonable grounds for the course they
have pursaed, I should aot have uttered g

word upon the subject ; but, gir, it appears -

that not.only were recommendations of
members of this.House concurred in by
the Government, but that concurrence was
confirmed by the transmission of . printed
lists to the members, who thereupon felt.

-authorised to set the commissioners they
had recommended, to.discharge the. public -

work ; and in one instance, as stated ‘here
by the hon. member -for Queen’s, ' one
bridge had been completed before the Go-
vernment commissioner had commenced
anotheralongside of it. . Sir, this is-a most
important.question affecting the - libernes
of the people, and the rights of members -

. of this House, which- should now  be:.de- -

finitively decided.. I do,not deny that.the
Government should: hold-and-exercise. the -

prerogative—yet, sir;° a.: very. important :
question for the members of this House is

39

v




40
whether they will act on the principle
which has heretofore guided the Legisla-
tion of this country? 1 can speak, sir, of
a matter in my own county, and in which
Mr. Logan, sn ex'member of this House,
and a supporter of the present government
took an active part. A gentleman who
enjoyed the esteem of all classes—who
-was desirous of improving a road leading
to a public wharf—who had aspent his time
and money in promoting the object, and
had given his land for the use of the pub«
lic, was proposed by Mr. Liogan as Com-
missioner to improve the road, and recoms
mended by the three members, Messrs.
Howe, Bent,and Fulton; and his commis«
sion was actually prepered and signed in
Halifax, and sent up to Amhersttoa young
gentleman at the Corner, for delivery to
Mr. James Corbit. What wag our astons
ishment, sir, when we found that this Com-
miesion wasg returred to the Government
by the young gentleman, and another com-
mission issued to a person of his recoma
mepdation, or that of somebody else
unknown, in defiance of the united voice
of the three members; and this, sir, not-~
withstanding there was a subscription in
favor of the work, conditional on tho
appointment of the party recommended by
the members. Thus, sir, a valuable sub-
scription list was lost, the interests of the
country interfered with and injured, and
an insult thrown on one of the best road
makers in the county. The case of Mr.
George Moflit was very similar, and alfo-
gether inexcusable. He, sir, was recom-
mended to expend £2b between the River
Hebert and Maccan bridge, and his com-
mission was forwarded to this same young
gentleman, to be handed to him ; it was
returned, and a man who doea not live in
the district appointed instead, although
Mr. Moffit stands at the head of our road
makers, and was admitted by all to be one
of the best in the country. A subsecription
ligt here was also lost in consequence. Sir,
if members are to be controlled in thig
manner by the Government, let us under-
stand it; if we are L0 be subjected to this
kind of petty tyranny, let us prepare to
resist, or calmly and slavishly submit to
the indignity, This is not a question or
politics, but one in which every man here
is interested, on both sides of the House.
If a member puts his hand to a recommens
dation, he is responsible for it o his consti-
tuents, but, how are those constituents to
judge of his acts when they are controlled,
misrepresented, and stultified by the acts
of the Government? No man should be
placed in so humiliating a position as to
make recommendations under such circum-
stances. ‘Rather let the Government take
the patronage, and be responsible for it
themselves. ' regret, sir, the necessity
which has imposed upon me these observa-

tions. 1 have come to this House not to
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offer any faclious opposition to the present
Gavernment, or to any member or party in
this House; but am determined jto give
my best and most earnest co-operation to
any measure for the benefit of my consti~
tuents and of my country at large, come
from where it may.

Mr. McDonald,—I will take the liberty
of explaining with reference to the appoint.
ments spoken of by the honorable and
learned member for the township of Pictou
(Mr. Wilkins). These appointinents were
not made until my honorable and learned
colleague and myself had as much right to
make the recommendations as he had, It
was not until the Sheriff had forwarded our
names as duly returned for the- county-—
he being only the member for the Tuwn-
ship—that we recommended the Commis~
sioners for the work at West Branch. Be.
fore doing so, 1 waited on the honorable
and learned member for the township, and
stated that | was willing all his recommen-
dations should prevail except one. Now,
the gentleman who had been recommended
by the honorable and, learned township
member had always supported the Liberal
party, till then; but when 1 called upon
him in my canvass, 1 found that he had
come to the conclusion to vote for the
oppesition members in case he should get
the expenditure of the money. | therefore
determined not fo give my consent to his
appointment, beeause if he were go anxious
to obtain it, he was not fit Lo discharge the
duties required of him. We explained to
the Governmen the circumstances of the
case; and if gentlemen &round these
benches were eognizant of all, { am quite
sure they would acquit the Government of
anything that might be considered unjusti~
able. ‘

Mr. M, I. Wilkins.—The parties recom~
mended by me for Cemmissions, pledged
thewnselves not to interfere in the elections
in any matter whatever; gentlemen may
therefore judge of my astonishment at the
information just given to them.

Hon, Provincial Secretary explained that
the Road Scales were printed immediately’
after the House rose, and sent by the
Queen’s Printer to each member, and not
from the office over which he (the Provin«
cial Secretary) bhad direction. The doctrine
enunciated to~day that each wnember had a
right tos appoint” Commissioners might
sound novel to honorable members whe had
not been here before, but the question was
perfectly understood by honorable members

who had been familiar with former debates; :

for it had been debated and decided on a
previous oceasion that tha Government had
the right they exercised,and that it was

responsible for its own acts, The Govern« -

ment were prepared to give a ‘list of all the
alterations that had been ;made. If the
principle were to prevail that' members’
recommendations were to be final, where
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was the use of referring them to'the Goy-
ernment ¢ . '

Hon. Attorney General admitted to the.

fullest extent that the recommendations of
members ought to be respected ; but the
Commissioners here recommended were
nominated by two Liberal members of the
whole county, supporters of the Govern-
ment, while they were opposed only by the
township member; so that on the argu-
nment of the hunomble»gentlginan himself
the Cemmission issued by the Government
was right, because it was in accordance
with the wish of the memberg elect,

Mr. M. 1. Wilkins replied.

Hon. J. W. Johnston urged the absurdity
of having the recommendations of the
people’s representatives set at naught by
amendments hatched up in the back office
of a lawyer, or at the counter of g country
merchant. The Government had certainly
the right of appointment, a’right that none
could dispute. A few days ago, on the
election of Speaker the House attended hig
Excellency, and the Speaker asked for the

rrivileges of this louse, as usual, These
might have been refused ; but is jt never

done? No; because the members here are.
responsible for their choice of Speaker, and
responsible afierwards for the proper diss
charge of the duties of his office, So, take
the county of Aunapolis; there haye been
four elections, resulting in the return of
the same members. 1s not this an expres~
sion of the opinions of the people ?  Cer~
tainly it is. The people of Annapolis have
said—t¢ These are the gentlemen to whom
we wish lo give the regulation of our
aftairs, the management of our road scales,
the appointment of our Commissioners,’
Why, sir, what is Responsible Govern-
ment?  Who is it that comes down to the
Couneil Chamber, and gives vitality to our
acts? Does the Governor frame the laws ?
But the Attorney General has claimed
for the Government the exercise of the
brerogative 1n this matter. | ¢gn only say
thal, during the four years in which | had
the honor of a voice in the Government of
the country, the recommendation of mem-
bers were never set at naught, except in
egireme cases ; ome in Londonderry, and
one in Pictou; but, in both cases, the par-
ties disputing were patienlly heard by the
Government. And, sir, never gshall |
forget the indignation of the late Mr.
Huntington, in a case similar to that which
e are now discussing. A recomimenda-
tion was made by him and Me., Ryder, for
& Commissioner in the township of Argyle,
and, when the township member got home
he wrote back, that he did not think the

appoittment reeommended would be .

Judicious one, and we altered it, aceording
o his recommendation. My, Huntingdon
Wwias' 80 incensed with the change that 1
believe he never forgave us for it 1" was
Pleased, sir, with the remarks of the honor-

6 '
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‘against the hon. members ‘
for what I consider ill treatment teo mygel(
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able and learned member from Cumbere
"He touched a

the Government.

Sir, the members of this
House occupy a

high and’ responsible

shord that vibrated in" .
the breast of every member in this House, -
and ought to have had a sensible effect on' -

position, they have responsible, difficalt,

and delicate dufies to perform; and how,
SIr, can they discharge thoge duties und

meet that responsibility if the recommen.-

dations that they make are treated- with
derision, and the power entrustéd to them
is taken from their handg ? 1 admit, sir,
that a former House has justified the

superseding of Commissioners recommende

ed by members of thig House by others
chosen by the Government ; but it was
done by a striet Party division, and [ was
astonished to see members sitting on that
side of the House, to the number of 26 or
7, thus sacrificing their own rights, as
Representatives of the People, ‘

Hon. Attorney General—Let 'us view
this matter, Mr. Speaker, in its true light,
At the close of lagt 8ession it was repre-
sented to the Government that all the nom-
inations for sume parts of the province
were from the Conservative side of poli~
tics, The Government, therefore, stepped
in and appointed one Liberal to every ten,
Since then, however, we are determined to
allow the nomination of members for com-
Inissioners in different counties to prevail ;
because it was said that the change we had
made produced more bitterness and dis.
turbance, and injury to the public service,
than if we had never interfered at all.

Mr. Wade—1 beg to ask, Mr. Speaker,
what is the question before the House. In
former sessions it took some days before
the political waters began 1o move; butat
the very threshold of the assembling of
this new House, we are given to understand
that we shall soon hear the roar of & hurri~
cane. When the time comes, sir, let us be
prepared to meet it; but in the meantime
1 can see no objection to this petition being
laid upon the table.

Mr. McKeagney—1 rise, Mr, Speaker,
very veluctantly to enter g slight eomplaint
of Government

in the expenditure of the road money of
the township [ have the Lonor to represent,
When, on 'being returned last spring, 1
found £700 to be expended on the roads of

the township of Sydney, 1 wrote to the '

Hon. Provincial Secretary (whom I am
glad to see in his
in the subdivision of that sum. The answer

place) requesting & voica ;

I received was that it would be digcourte- :

ous to the retiring member .to interfere
with his gcale of division, especially as he

had been a steady supporter of the Govern-
the time.it was .

ment. | thought, sir, at

not right that. he should 'be left at liberty, . .
“if a0 dispesed, to wreak his . vengeance .on.....
the people who had defeat‘ed‘ him by par- .
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eelling . out the road money exclusively
amongst his own adherents ; because, sir,
although he had been a supporter of the
Government, yet [ also for many years that
I occupied a position within these walls,
gustained the Government with unwaver~
ing constancy and very often tomny own
injury and disadvantage. My acts are
sptead over a period of ten years, and I
had no right to suppose that any reasonable
request coming from me as member elect
for thé tewnship of Sydney would be so
utterly disregarded, The feelings which
prompted the Government in the matter
were, no doubt, natural feelings ; but they
ought not have been ailowed to interfere
with the rights of the people or with the
just privileges of the member elect,

Hon. Provincial Secretary—[ do assure
the hon, and learned .gentleman that the
subject matter of his letter was a source of
very great embarrassment to the Executive
at the time it was received. They had a
very lively sense of the services of both
gentlemen; but inasmuch as the gentle.
' man, now no longera member, had given
in his list of Commiaesioners, his road scele
having been approved of by the House, we
did think it would be highly discourteous
to supercede any of the persons nominated
by him. ‘

Mr. McFarlane.—l am very glad, Mr.
Speaker, that this subject has been brought
up for the 'consideration of the House; and
1 am ready to give all information that may
be required im reference to the county of
Cumberland. It appears to me, however,
that in the complaints which each member
nas to prefer, we are wandering off from
the real point in question, and losing sight
of the petition presented bv the honorable
member for Queen’s, which I trust will be
gent to a committee to enquire and report
upon'its peculiar merits. The recummen.
dation of Comimissionera to expend the
road money of each county, has -always in
my mind 'been a sacred duty of members
of this House, and' if those recommenda«
tions are not to be respected by the Gov-~
erniment, whyare honorable members here
calléd upon to make them ? Better for the
Government to choose their own .men and
take the responsibility. I hope, at all
events, that I shall never make a nomina.
tion that the Government will refuse to
eonfirm; if so, ‘they will only have the
opportunity but once. Sure | am that |
would never make a recommendation con-
trary to the wishes, or adverse to the inte-
rests of the people. .

Hon. Solicitor Geeneral.—1I am astonished,
Mr. Speaker, to hear constant complaints
in this House of a violation of Responsible
Government, ' emanating from the very
men .who, to the last, resisted its introduc.
tion into this.country. - 1 congratulate the
country 'and themselves on.the ¢ change
that has come o’er the. spirit of 'their

i

ROAD SERVICE.

Frs. 15, 1856.

dream,” and on the public improvement
that may arise from it, Now, sir, what is
Responsible Government ? Is it that each
county is to be governed by the final action .
of the members who may happen for a time
to be elected, or is the Government to
exercise a wige supervision n matlers
where the interests and feelings of the
whole Province are atstake? I well recol-

lect, sir, during the existence of our oppo-~

nents in power for four years previous to
1848, that they claimed to exercise protec-
tion over the minorities in different coun-
ties, where ‘they thought the members
returned by majorities were acting unjustly
towards the weaker side; and if my mem.
ory serves me that Government headed by
the learned member for Annapolis, was
accused by the members for Halifax of
having gone so far as lo interfure, at the
instance of ene township member, with the
road appropriations of the county, outside
of the township,

Mr, Annand rose to explain—In the case
referred to, an influence was exerted
against one township and two county mema
bers, by one township member, who, on
the advice of a newspaper,and against the
recommendation of the other three gentle~
imen, succeeded in having his own nomi-
nee appointed to expend a certain amount
of road money ; so that members opposite
were complaining of what they themselves
had done.

Hon. Bolicitor General—-Thus far has
the Government gone snd no further.
Where it appeared palpable that the mem-
ber or members of a county or township,
representing the majority, were tyrannizing
over the local minority, the Government
stepped in, and, to a very moderate extent
redressed the grievances complained of.—
It would be contrary to all constitutional
rule for members to enjoy the irrevocable
power of appointing' road commissioners.
The Government of necessity have author~
ity to interfere,if in their judgment it be
advisable ; and if they do so interfere the
members thereof in this House should he
prepared to give satisfactory explanations.
Why, sir, this House does not e¢ven exer-
cise the sole power of making subdivigicns,
at the instance of members—every vote
hes t>.go before the Legislative Couneil
also for approval; and if members for a
county differ as regards their appropria~
tions, the dispute is settled here.

Hon. Mr. Johnston— Yes,

Hon. Soliciter General —Yes, and then
it has to go ¢he Legislative Council to be

-approved of. 8o much tor the division of

the money ; as regards Commissioners, ihe
Government have ihie power to appoint them
by the law of the land, and when called'
upon to exercige it .they have no right to
divest themsélves of the responsibility of
doing so. "If, then, it becomes necessary

that'a’change should be made ‘in any of the’

-
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nominations of honorable members here,
the Government should make that change,
otherwise the power said 10 be vested in it
becomes an unmeaning theory, and a mere
farce.

In answer toa question from Dr. Tup-
per, with reference to the divisjon of £700
for the township of Sydney,

Hon. Attorney General explained that
1t was quite competent for any honorable
member to move that the sum of road
money for his township or county be ex-
pended under the immediate direction of
the Government,

M. Killam complained that great incon-
venience was felt in the country in' conse-
quence of the commisgions being issued so
ale,

Mr. John Tobin—1n all thege complaints,
Mr  Speaker, some consideration ought to
be felt from the fact that last year there
was a General Klection, and consequently
2 derangement of business in all branches
of the road service, Sir, 1 had no ‘ivea of
interfering with the distribution of 1he road
money ; | left that iv the hands of my col-
tearues, who were members of the former
House; gs 1 thought it was their due. But
I begin 1o see, from what I have heard here
to-day, that this road expenditure is made
4 pohtical engine in the hands of persons
for running elections, | should be glad if
some system could be devised for doing
away with the present abuses altogether, I
win informed that, in the county of Halifax,
& pressure annually comes upon members
from all sides; and those who are too mo-
dest to press their claims are passed over,
while the more pressing, are gerved,
Last year, we could not find 8 practical
road maker, and, where a new line of road
Was to be opened, the members bad to go
and survey it themselves, and then we
could scarcely get a piece of road properly
finiched. Some there were who allowed
roads to be opened through their land, and
then set up claims for land damages °
claims of which we were not aware of the
existence, for, if they did exist, it wos only
in the imagination of those who preferred
them. And then, slr, if these claims were
not paid, the parties would run a fence
across the road, and desttoy the work ey
had been instrumental in making. "~ Such
are some of the annoyances to which we
have been Subjected, and 1 do hope that
this discussion may result in the appoint~
ment of a commiitee whose labors will
result in the adoption of a more business-
like and efficient system. The causes- I
have alledged have biought us to the diffin
culties which now surround us. o

Hon. J, W. Johnston—1 am happy to be
able to give the Tmnorubie gentleman who
has just sat down a most effectual rémedy

for the abuses he  deplores, viz., Munigipal * )

[

Incorporations, under which the people wiil «Hon

have the choice of their own workmen, and

MUNICIPAT INCORPORATIONS. -
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the regulation of their own' foad services ;
and, as I have always been an advocate for
such municipal government, the honorable
will, of course, ecquit me of
having made nominations in'my county, for
party purnoses., T
‘Mr. Locke.—1 am for party Govern~
ment, Mr. Speaker, in its widest 'sense, I
consider it the bulwark and  gusrantee of
the largest political freedom. 'I cliim for
the present government the right to make
whatever appointments they please ; ‘and
when our opponents get into power, 1 ghall
not complain. of any .Appointments or
changes they may make, in’ opposition  to
the views or interests of myself of my
friends. .
Mr. Charles J. Campbell,—1 am glad
this discussion hag arisen, Mr. Speaker,
because it affords me an opportunity of
enquiring how it was that the Commissiong
were last year sent, in blank, to the favor-
ite member of the Government in Victo-
ria, to be filled up by him as he pleased ?
I sent to the. Government for.some of these
Commissions, if it was my right, to have
them, but received no .satisfactory, answer,
I am anxious to understand what the con-
stitutional rule is, so that 1 may know how
to be gnided in future. ‘ ‘
Mr. Chambers—I¢ is said that the distris
bution of eommissions is altogether regua
lated by party views and interests, I can-
not see this, sir, for affer.I wag elected, [
made gome few reéommenda‘t’iqhe,to the
Government, which were not assented  to.
Now, sir, I am of opinion that we olught to
get rid of this system altogether, ‘and.allow
the people to, .chose Commissioners ~ for
themselves, ‘ )
Cries of « Yes! ™
gides of the House. v AU
Mr. John Campbell then moved that
Mr. Colp’s .petition be referred to a . spe-
cial committee, which was agreed to, and
Messieurs the honorable  the Solicitor
General, Tupper an 4 Killam, were ' ap.
pomnted. S o
 MUNICIPAL INCORPORATIONS, .
-Hon, . Mr. Johnston moved. that the
House go.into Committee .on the, Muanici~
pal Incorporation Amendment Bill. .
House in Committee. PR ,
The first .clause was read. It praovided
that the Act should not, be.confined to
four counties, but might be taken- advan- ‘
tage-of by all other counties that desired
ity agreeably tofits terms. . . Sy
Hon.: Soligitor General reminded ' the
committce; that.- a .motion.had been. made,
the other eveping, .tn defer, the..Bill for
three. months—he did not desire to. push .
thet motion ; :but as a.pumber of.amend-
ments Had been spoken of, he ecnsidegeg‘
it ought  to. be_referted to a select ¢om
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other amendment which members had to
offer. )

. Mr. Marshall had the greatest objection
in the woild to have this bill sent to a
Select Committee ; because it was known
throughout the county that the honorable
member for Annapolis was the author of
it; and he did not wish the bill to be
mutilated by a committee until it was
perfectly ridiculous,

Hon. Solicitor General was quite willing
that the honorable member for Annapolis
should be chairman of the committee and
have charge of the bill. Several very
reasonable amendments had already been
apoken of in the House, and he would be
salisfied that these should come before the
House, with others to be suggested in
eommittee, under the supervision of the
hon. 1atroducer.

Mr. Marshall—In that case, ] am salis~
fied.

Mr. Archibald expressed his approval of

a select committee as an advanlage in sav-
ing ttme. He declared that he had ever
been in favor of the bill, and in its com«
pulsory form—for that was the true prin=
ciple of legislation; but as the bill had
been put before the people in its optional
form last session, he did not think it
would be prudent to alter that feature of
it. He trusted the bill would go to com-
mittee and be perfected, so as to be univer.
sally acceptable to the people.

Hon. J. W, Johnston was of a very
contrary opinion as regards the optional
clause, and, if he had known as much last
year as he knew now, he would have abana
doned the bill rather than accept that feas
ture. This was the last bill that should have
been made to turn on such an alternative.
It gave time to parties to raise a thouw
sand . prejudices against it, to make it a
political instrument, to raise alarm as
regards expense, while the real operation
of the bill would not bear. He was con-
fident that the act would become the law
of the whole land ; that we would not go
back, but would go forward, We had
borrowed the - optional clause from New
Brunswick, and that Province found
themselves environed with the same diffi
culties that we were preparing tor our-
selves. Under all the circumstances he
‘could ' only assent to the motion of the
hon. Sol. General.

Mr, McLellan said the honorable memx
ber for Annapolis had referred to New
Brunswick ; but why had he not referred
to Canada, where the law was received
with-opem arms by the people; but the
bill introduced by the honorable member
for Annapolis was no more hike the Cans
ada law than a jackass was like .a:sheep.
{Laughter.) S e
- Hon.'J. W, Johnston—1 shall not dis~
turb the union of the hon.. gentleman’s
graceful trio—himself, ;l}‘g;‘sbége\p‘ ‘and the

&
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donkey ; although 1 am not quite sure
which of the two quadrupeds he intended
for his own prototype.—(Laughter,) But
1 was gong to compare him to a distin~
guished statesman Yes, sir! only think
of that—a distinguished statesman of the
Imperial Parliament—the late Richard
Brinsley Sheridan! It was his practiee
whenever & measure of reform was intro-
duced by another member to exclaim—
Oh, yes! he was in favor of that, only it
did not go half far enough. So with the
hon. member for Colchester—he starts at
my bill, and eays—“OL! I'm a greut
Reformer—your bill don’t go half far
enough.” I dare say, sir, his arguments
will exercise a check upon a good many
gentlemen 88 regards their own counties.
For instance, suppose there was a pros-
pect of the hon. member being elected
Warden of the county of Colchester—
that would be an object of high and hon-
orable ambition ; but if there were no
such prospect, the fuct would unveil d;c
secret of steady opposition to this Bill.—
I have only to say to him that if he will
bring in a bill similar to the Canadian
system, framed in such manner as o salis~
ty the llouse, I shall be perfectly catisfied
to go with him. [ may remind the House,
however, that the Bill 1 first introduced
was framed after the Canada Act, but
afier ;much consideration and conference
with committees of this House we came
down to the Act now on your Stalute
Book ; and as we have got it here, we
had better make 1t as perfect as we can.
Mr. McLellan—My objection is—not
that this Bill does not go far enough,
but that it goes tov far into the pockcts
of ‘the people.—(Laughter.) C
Mr. Killam.—The bill' is pretty well
understood in the House, especially among
the members who were here in previous
sessions. 'The county of Yarmouth is_the
only one thut has adopted it, and they haye
not much experience in its working as yet;
consequently they do not know whether it
will require many alterations ; but, whats
ever amendments they ssk for | have no
doubt the Legielature will grant. 1 had a
letter from the Warden of the,County a
few days ago,and he says that the busir
ness was going on most' satisfactorily, and
he did not think one shilling ~expense
would have to be assessed on the county,.
as the fees of suits, &ec., promised . io
cover all expenditures. 1 am of opinion
that county incorporation will be the, law -
of the land before many years, and 1
think the law should now be made ‘coms
pulsory, because tke optional clause prox
motes party politics as opposed to the
introduction of  this sound systém of

~self-government brought home "to evety

man’s door. The present systeni, sir, has -
been fastened upon us by usg’ and” pre-

judice ; but' I would ask if we are ”‘b‘}gg‘
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10 chose a system for the first time, would
we take that under which we have lived
so long, or the more free and simple
government by municipal incorporations ?
{ cannot see kow there ean be any quesiion
about the matter — nor how there can be
any difficulty in carrying the new system
out in any county. 1t is said that the
representatives of the people in different
parts of the counties will travel long
distances ; 'but does not the very same
objection apply to the present system,
where thé grand jurorsend justices of the
peace have to come from remote parts of
the counties to do duty ? So that this is
nv objection at al}, and the adoption of
the new system will enlarge the liberties
of the people,

Mr. Morrison.—{ cannol agree with the
honorable member for Yarmouth, who has
just sat down. I am not oppcsed to the
principle of the bill; but I cannot agree to the
compulsory clavse which he desires to
cngraft on it. The bill would give much
power to the warden of a county, and,
although it would denude the members of
this House and the Government of the country
of much power and influence, I wonld still go
for it if the compulsory clause were notadded.
That clause, gir, would, 1 fear, create serious
wischief and disturbance in the country;
without it ¥ would vote for the bill with all
my heart, and be content with the result; for
1 have 2n abiding faith in-the people, sir, that
when we leave to them the clection of their
own officers, they will act for the best. I am
fieo to ndmit, Mr. Chairman, that the aew
systern may lead o some additional expenge;
bat it will act as a schoolmaster, as well as a
Court of Justice; and, so long as you léave it
to the people themselves to adopt the new
system or plod ‘along in the beaten path trod
by their forefathers, you may think yourselvas
perfectly safe. I believe it will'bhave the
beneficial effect of training up our people to
the principles of selfsgovernment— a thing
very much wanted. I know, sir,*that we have
ricn among us gifted with abilities equal to
those of any other people on 'whom the sun
shines; but they bavenot had a fair chance of
developenient; and the consequence is that'we
are fast falling behind our; neighbors, who
liave seized advantages tha\ we have allowed
o pass bye, T trustthat this bill:will be the
means of improving the status' of 1he whole
pepulation of Nova Scotia.: R

Mr. Wade,—Mr. Speaker, we are going
off on a wide range again. I am opposed to
a committee, sift, because I am agdinst this
bill altogether. But-l am also opposed to a
cemmittee, because if the House enteriuin
the bill, there is' no ‘reason why the ‘amend=

ments should not be made at “orice: and the.

time 'of the House saved. ‘As regards the
operation of the, bill, I'deem it right to diate
10 the House thatI have visited the county
of Yarmouth since its adoption there; and

wherever I travelled, I'did‘ not fiid ite’opéras
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tion so eatisfactory, as has been stated by the
honorable member for that county. ‘
_The House hers adjoarned without coming
o any decision, .

- -

SATURDAY, Feb. 16,

PETITIONS, ETC. ‘ '
My, Marshall presented the petition of C. B.
Marshall, mail-carrier between Mo)asses hare
bor and Urow harbor, praying for an increase
of salary ; referred to the Committee on Post
Office Affairs. Also the petition of the inhabe
itants of Cole harbor, in the county of Guys-
borough, praying for aid to a terry ; referred

lo the commiltee on navigation securities.

Also the petition of James B. Hadley, of
McNair’s Cove, at the Strait of Canso, read,
praying compensation for trouble and expense
incurred by him in arresting criminals who
had escaped from jail ; referred to the com-
mittee on the petition of the sessions of
Guysborough on the sane subject. Also the
petition.of L. P. W. DesBrisay, of Richibac~
to, in the province of New Brunswick, pro-
prietor of the steam packet Lady LeMarchant,
praying for 4 grant to aid him in continuing
the service of that steamer as a packet be-
tween Picton, Charlottetown, Bedeque, and
Shediac. The petition was referred to a select
committee composed of Messrs, Wilkins, Kil-
lam, and McKeuzie. ‘ ‘

Mr. Esson presented a petition from John
Northup, Esq., and the hon. Richard A.
McHeftoy, praying compensation for loss and
disappointment, occasioned to them by. the
refusal of the Government to grant them a
tract of land on the railroad to Windsor, aiter
an order of survay had been issued, and the
deposit paid 5 referred to the Crown Land
Committee. Also the petition of Danie! Gal-
lagher, of Halifax, an aged teacher, praying
for an annual allowance in consideration of
his past services as a teacher ; referred.to the
Committee on Education. Also a petition
from John H. Crosskill, of Halifax priater,
praying for a return of duties on printing
vaper imported by him; received and referred
to the Committee on Trade and Manufactures.

Mr. Essén aiso presented a petition from
Williain  Evens, and other inhabitants of
Sackville and Bedford basin, in the county of
Halifax, stating that the present road between
Sackville and Halifax, had been renderediin-
convenient and. dangerous by the railroad,
and praying for a special grant to aid them'in
opening a new line of road; received and re-
ferred to the Committee on Railroad Affairs.
Also a ‘petition from Nepean Clark, of Hali«
fax, Esq., praying' compensation for services
rendered by aa clerk to the commissioners for
issning treasury notes. 'The petition was

received and 'referred to a select. commiitee-
compfilged of Messrs. Wade, Brown, and Me- |
Donald. . e

The "Hon. Pravincial' Secretary presented
the - petition’ of ' Mark 'Curry, of - 'Windsor,
iqpicﬁfgng,f\fprgyipg “for reimbursement of ex-
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peuses incurred by him in prosecuting a crix
minal ; refeired to the ‘commiittee on the
sabject of the amendment of the criminal
law. o

The honorable the Provincial Secretary, by
command of his Excellency the Lieutenants
Governor, presented to the House a list of
the names of the Commissioners of Schools
for Annapolis county; and also several ac-
counts of expenditure incurred in erecting the
bridge at River Philip; which were read and
laid on the table. The honorable gentleman
also presented a petition from the Overseers
of the Poor for the township of Windsbr,
praying for reimbursement of expenses in-
curred in the support of a transient pauper;
referred to tho Committee on Transient Pau~
per expenses. Also the petitlon of C. B.
Bowman, praying to be exempted from ‘any
assessment that may be made under the act
to enable the inhabitants of Windsor to pro~
cure a fire engine. The petition was referred
to a select committee composed of Messrs.
Esson, Archibald, and Churchill. Also the
petition of the inhabitants of Tusket, in the
township of Argyle, praying an alteration in
the mail arrangements at that place; referred
to the Committee on Pust Office Aftuirs,

Mr. Martell introduced a petition from
certain inhabitants of the county of Riche
mond, prayiog that vessels owned in this
Province may be exempted from pilotage fees
on entering the harbors of Pictou and Sydney.
The potition was received and referred toa
select committee composed of Messrs, Killam
McKenzie, and Martell, :

Mr. Wade, presented a bill to assess the
township of Granville; which wds read a
first time, aud ordered to be read a second
time, Also a petition from certain inhabitants
of Digby Neck, praying that James H Tim-
pany, a mail-carrier at that place, must
receive a grant to compensate hiw for the
loss of bhis horse, accidentally killed ; referred
to the Committee on Post Office Affairs.

Mr. Anpand presented the petition of
Mesers. Gammell and Tupper, of Halifax,
praying for a return of duaties on agricultural
implements immported by them during the
past year; referred to the Committee on
‘Prade and Menufactures, Also the petition
of Alexander Munro, of the province of New
Branswick, praying the house to encourage
the circulation of a work published by him,
entitled, * New Brunswick, with a brief
outline of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island;’® referred to the Committee on Eda.
cation.

The Hon. the Provincial Secretary, by
command of his Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor, presented 10 the House returns
shewing the condition and finances of the
Pictou academy for the past year; which was
read and referred to the Committee on Edu.
cation. T d

‘Dr. Brown presented a petition from the

" Overseers of the Poor for the township of

Horton, praying for reimbursement; of ex-

 pénses incurred by them i supporting trans

~
-
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sient paupers; referred to the Committee on
the expenses of trankient paupers, .

Mr. Whitman presented a petition from
the Overdeers of the' Poor for the township of
Annapolis, district No. 1, praying the Heuse
not to make any alteration in the township
line; referred to a select committee cormrposed
of Messrs. Morrison, Fasson, and Moses; to
which, the petition from George Rysrson and
others previously presented by Mr. Whitman
was referred.

‘Mr. Marshall presented the petition of
Edward Jennings and John Slayter, physic-
ians, of Halifax, praying the House to pass
an act to impose a tax on shipping, for the
purpose of providing hospital accommedation
for seamen at Halifax; referred to the com-
mitte appointed 10 consider the petition on
behalf of the Halifax Visiting Dispensary.
Also a petition from Peter Boidet and othe.s,
of the same county, praying for certain
alterations in the electoral districts in that
county. The petitions were laid on the table
and leave was granted to introduce a bill.

Mr. Tobin presented the petition of Peter
Piers, a blind colored man, of Hulifax, prays
ing a grant to enable him to acquire a Lrada.
tor his support; referred to the Committes on
the Deaf, Dumb and Blind. .

Mr. McFarlane presented a bill to incorpo-
rate the trustees of Saint Matthew’s Church
at Wallace; the bill was read a first timce,

A petition of certain inhabitants of Barring-
was preseated by Mr. Robertson, praying for -
an increase of mail accommodation ; re-
ferred to the Committee on Post Office |
Affairs. ‘

Mr. Robettson presented the petition of Dr.
T. O. Geddes, of Barrington, in the county
of Shelbarne; also a petition of the Overseers
of the tewnship of Shelburne, praying recom.
pense- for services and expenditures on ac«
count of transient paupers; referred to the
Committee on the expenses of Transient
Paupers.

A petition of the Proprietors of the Chris
tian Messenger, newspaper, was presented by
Mr. Robertson and read, praying for a remis.
sion of daties paid by them on printing paper
imported; refeired to the committee on trade
and manufactures.

THE GOVERMENT.
Hon, Attorney General said—I have, Mr.
Speaker, to announce-lo this House that the
vacancies in the Executive Government have
been filled up, the Hon.Samuel Creelmans,
late Financial Secretary, having retired from
that responsible_office which he so long and
g0 honorably filled, with the regret of his per-
sonal and political friends, and carrying with,
him their highest esteem. Samuel Chipman,
Esq., the honcrable member for. Cornwallis,
has been appointed to the office, and having
been :sworn in, is ipso facto the Financial
Secretary of this, Province at the present,
hour. I have now to request, Mr, Speanker,
that a writ should. issue for the . election of
a.member; for Cornwallis vacant becaunse. of '

" Mr. Chipman’s acceptance of this office, |
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The two other vacancies have been filled
up by the appointment of Benjamin Wier and
John Lecke, Esquires, who ‘have likewise
been sworn, into office—thus filling up the
Executive to the number of nine.

GENERAL WILLIAMS.

Hon. Attorney General continued :
i have now, Mr. Speaker, to propose a

resolution of a novel and highly interesting

character; a resolution which I feel assured
will be bailed with the sympathies, and be
equally grateful to the feelings of all parties
in this House. It is said, sir, that war draws
forth and strengthens the sterner and more
mascaline qualities of : our -nature; that when
nations are engaged in deadly hostilities room
is afforded for the exertion of the highest ad-
ministrative and military ability—that every
narve 15 drawn 1o itz utmost tension and everv
taculty sirained 10 the performance of the
noblest actions——that then the true character
is developed and the real man made known.
In the struggle in which the motber countrv
is now engaged, the energy and genius ot her
sons has been brought out into bold retet

achievements have been performed which for
devoted heroism and stern self-reliance mav
well vie with any performed on the fields of
Agincourt, Blenhein or Waterloo. Our fei-
low subjects at home look with pride on the
'men who have earned for themaselves a
deathless nawme;—a feeling in which Nova
Scotia aleo may proudly participate. From
our snil have gone forth heroic spirits who
have found a grave in the land of the stranger.
und onuments are about belng erected to the
memories of WeLLsFoRD und of PARKER~—
men who maintained unsullied the honor ot
their countiy and met theirdeathas brave mea
ehould, with bold and unflinching fortitude.
There is another, too, for whom fortunatelv
¢ wmonument is not yet required; who nss
carned for himself a higher fame, a moxa
wide-spread celebrity. General WiLL1AMs,
the hero of ¥ars, left this country a youth to
study in the scheols of England the elements
of that profession in which he has become so
eminznt. There he soon gained the confidence
of his superiors, and twenty years ago was
despatched to Constantinople ' to- superintend
the Tuarkish artillery, Having secured -the
confidence also of the Sultan, in 1842 hie was
employed on a highly honorable service in
connection with other commissioners from
Russia and Persia to settle the boundaries on
the frontier line—a task which he conducted
with much diplomatic skill, We fiad bim. in
1862 on the sacred soil of Mouut Ararat,
where the dove went forth and brought back
in ber mouth theolive leaf, and,ss I lately bung
entranced over the graphic pages of Layard
and of Curzon describing, the. ronte which
Xenophon has immortalized in his Retreat of
the Ten Thouszand, and presenting a -vivid
pictare of the wild passes and snow-~clad,hills.
of Armenia, I litile thought that the Colonel

WiLrranms who ‘figures largely.in the tale.
was - our own ‘fellow gountrymap, a. Nova.

Seolian, born and bred at Agnapolis. 1o

| GENERAL WILLIAMS.
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1854, immediatefy dfter his late visit to his

birthplace, he was appointed Lisutenant Gen~
eral of, the Tuarkish army, and was actively
employed at:Erzeroum, while his recent ex-

. ploits at Kars have filled the measure of his

fame and crowned bis brow with deathless
and unfading laurels.  In a position of the
most imminent danger,~amid circumstances
of the most.trying character, with an army of
forty, thousand, men sarrounding him without
and gaunt starvation assailing - him within the
fortress,~~he repelled. every assault of the
Russian and maintained his position with bat
17,000: men , until sheer. famine; compelled him
to submit, The high qualities he there dja-

played as a general were acknowledged by.

his more successful bat gewerous rival, and
have been celebrated by the Times in an
article of great eloguence and power. Such
a tribute is matter of just pride, and thrills to
the heart of . every trae Novascotian. I conw
ceive, therefore, that this is a proper occasion
for recording our gense of the merits of our
countryman, and anticipate from this House
a cordial and unanimous acquiescence in ihe
resolution which 1 beg to propose. ‘

Resolved, unanimously, That his Excel-
leney the  Lientenant.Governor ba respects
fully requested 'to expend one hundred and
fifty guineas in;the purchase of a sword to be
presented to General WiLuranss, us a mark
of the high esteem in which his character as
a man and a soldier, and more especially bis
heroic courage and constancy in the defence.
of Kars are held by the Legislature of . his
native Province, and this Houso will provide
for the same during s preseat session.

Hon. J. W. Johnston—1I rise, Mr. Speaker,
with great pleasure to second the motion which
has just been mada. It has been the singular
fortane of Nova Seotians—when we consider
the comparatively small population ol our

country—to mark with pride, and view with’

unmingled satisfaction, the achievements of
their fellow countrymea abrozd; and, sir,
although we may have been called to mourn
their loss, we have mourned them as heroes
who have fallen covered with glory; we have

mourned them, but there has been pride of’
country.in our sorrow, for they have "braved

dauger and met death with an undaunted
front and unwavering courage. Thus have we
felt the loss:of WgrLrsyorp and PARKER,

to many of us familiarly known. ‘This reso-

lation acknowledges the merit' of General
WiLL1Ams, the hero of Kars. -We.are not
-called wpon to mourn him as numbered with

the dead-—though we have occasion for sorrow

when we reflect that, from circumstances over
.which he_had no control, he, with his gallant
‘band, bas-fallen into-the hands of the enemv.

.But we find him only. a viciim_to.a misfortune
-swhigh, .if indomitable courage and .consum~
‘mate skill, had been able, to avert,:would never
. have ove
. .AMs, sit};] haye had.a personal and. [riendly -
‘acquaintance; .a  boy.in his home, with - bis
.mother,, and, his .sisters, in his.native town

Annppolis,, many,.of.us .can remember-_him.:

ken him, With General WirLx.

-
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He has frequently visited "his relations and
friends in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick,
with that love of coantry which characterizes
the Novascotian; and, on the last occasion, I
had the pleasure of 8pending a most agreeable
evening in his company ; and those who know
him personally will concur in the justice of the
remark 1 have lately seen in an English news-
paper : that his amiable qualities and unas«
suining manners scarcely prepared his friends
for the developerent of the stern courage and

enduring fortitude exhibited in the defence of

Kars, I regard the achievements and position
of General WiLLIAMS as unapproached and
unequalled in the history of the present war.
Many have exhibited an heroic courage not to
be surpassed, but he has united to the bravery
of the man the skill and military capacity of
the distinguished leader. His professional
skill io perfeciing the defence of Kars may
best be judged by their terrible effectiveness
on the day of assault; h's talents i1 organizing
and inspiring troops have the highest testimony
in the speciacic ot defeated, dispirited, and 1l
disciplined bands winning laurels that veterans
might envy, and achieving a triumph in the
defence of Kars that will go down immortal-
ised to posterity—a defence carried on and
sustained by no mer: aoimal courage, but
with cool, unalterable determination, united
with provident precaution, snd conducted with
consumuate skill. In reading the history of
that memorable day, as contained in the gra-
pue and eloquent despateh of General WiL-
LiaMm8. which may well compare with many
of ifle Glassic accounts of ancient balttles, one
cannot Yail to be impressed with a sense of his
gemas and abilily., When the enenly eoncen-
wraieq an overwhelming force on one point,
nnu poured in almost irresistable numbers on
a lamine s(ricken garrison, and a fatal success
was almost accomplished, here, as the for-
wanes o the day hung on a perilous issue, at
tpat critical moment reserves arrive, and the
anemy ure driven back : at another point the
nussian bands, strong in superior numbers,
ana uesoerate in euergy, had agaio won the
onjest o1 attack, and another moment’s criti-
car point had arrived, and again the reserves
were rouid prepared for the emergency, and
snatcned the half-won victory from the foe.
pat, wnose eye, amid the din of conflict,
caimiy sarveyed the battle-field, and whose .
Juggment had provided the reserves to mest
eacn emorgency ! It was

GENERAL WILLIAMS.
Now, sir, under these circumstances, we are
paying to General WiLL1AMs no vain come
pliment, no empty honor in passing this reso-
lation—we are paying that tribate which as
Novascotians and the descendants of English-
men, we feel due to a native of our Province
whose achievements abroad have been char-
acterised by a courage so exalted, a fortitude
s0 invincible and an ability so great. We are
paying this compliment to' one who, though
compelled to yield to a dire necessity against
which neither strength nor coursge nor intel-

lect can contend, is yet covered with glory,

PETITIONS, ETC.

and who is endeared but the more to the

Fsr, 16, 1856.%

-

hearts apd sympathies of all true Britons, and -

we are but claiming for our own Province a
share in his glory by claiming him as our
own, ’

The Provincial Secretary said — There
were some peculiar circumstances which
distinguished the latest scene in the mihtary
career of the gallant General to whom this
resolution refers, which have not been ad-
verted to by the learned membars who have
preceded me. The poet, alluding to the

excitement of couflict—the raptare of tho

stnfe—when hostile armies contend, hand to
hand, and foot to foot, with all the intensity
of their physical energies, has thus sung :

¢t There is something of pride in the perilous hour;’

‘Whate’er be the shape in which death may lower—

For Fame is there to tell who bleeds,

And Honor’s eye on daring deeds.”

Brave men are [orbidden to lament the envi.
able destiny of those who fall upon the battle
field, and whose dying achievements Fame
and Chivalry record.

What heart does not respond to the beauti.
ful sentiment of the bard who thus lamenta the
quiet and undistinguished death of (he young
soldier whom he loved, and who, during the
Peninsular war, fell a victim to fever at
Coimbra : :

‘* While glory crowns o many a meaner crest !

What hast thou done to sink so peaceably to rest ?”
Active gallantry, in the animation of the con-
flict, when every high incentive stimulates
the soldier, excites our admiration, in deed,
but it isa very common furm of courage !
But that passive fortitude~that high-souled
heroism—which, when exhausted nature is
prostrated, exhibils the spirit unsubdued by
tha¢ nuseen, and spectral, but irresistible toe,
with which the gallant General WiLLianms,
and his brave followers, were doomed to
contend, excites in our bosom a sentiment fur
more exalted than the mere praise of valor.
‘T'his noble selfidsvotion to the sacred cause
of duiy we should honor in & mere stranger,
but, when it is associated, a8 in the present
instance, with the nanse of a countryman, we
sympathise tenderly with his sufferings, whilst
we almost seern (o purticipate in the glory of
his fame, ‘

The Resolution passed unanimously.

'"PETITIONS, ETC,

Hon. Attorney General, by command, laid
on the table a balance sheet shewing the
amount received by the Board of Railway
Commissioners from the Treasury, and dis-
bursed within the year 1855, dis'inguishing

each head of expenditure; and also copies of

the accounts which, under the law, have
been furnished quatterly to the Financial
Secretary. Referred to the Committee on
Public' Accounts. oo

Mr. Rinhaid presented a- petition from
John Publicover and others, praying the pas-

'5agé of & law to prevent injury to the fishers

ies by the use of ‘bag nets; referred to. the
Committee on Fisheries, oo

Mr. Dsdvidson ‘asked leave ';tohpiﬂ‘au&;'r‘ -
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petition from the inhabitants of ‘the northern
district of Queen’s county, praying the pase
sage of anact to equalise the representation
of Queen’s; leave was granted and permis«
sion given to bring in a bulk

Mr. Davidson also intreduced a bill con.
cerning the division of schou) distriets in the
county of Lunenburg. "The hon. genileman
also presented a petition from Wilham H,
Sargent of Liverpool Queen’s county, pray-
ing that the House should pass an Act of
Nataralization.

Mr. Davidson presented the petition of
Cobliel Groad, an Indian, residing in Queen’s
county, praying for a grant to aid him in
erecting a frame dwelling house on his land
al Punhook, in that couaty; referred to the
Committee on lnuian Affairs. Also a petition
froms Jabez Morton, and other inhabiants of
the county of LQuezn’s, praying for compensa-
tion for attendance and expense incurred on
account of a transient pauper; referred to the
Commiuee of I'ransient Paupers.

Mr. Esson presented a petiton from Celin
Yorke Cawppbell, commander in the Royal
Navy, praying a reunbursement of expenses
incurred by hun in qonducung proceedings in
the Court of Vice Admirally against vessels
se:z#d for the vivlauon of the fishery laws;
laid on the table,

A petttion ot certain inhabitants of Port
Houd, 1n the county of lnverness, was pre-
sent-d by 1he Hon. the Auorney General,
praying for a granttoaid them in improvingand
preserving the harbor at that place; referred
to the Commiitee on Navigation Securities.

Hon. Sui. Gen. presenied a petition from
Hon. J. 8. Umacke, Cowmissioner ot Crown
Lunds, complaining of the dimuniton of his
salary by the Legislature, and praying to be
allowed the salary which he enjoyed previous
1o the last sessiou of the Legsiatare; referred

, to the Commitiez on Crown Lands.

A petition of vhe inhabitams of Liule Trac-
adie, in the ounty of Sydney, praying for a
grant to aid them in improving the barbor at
that place; referred to 1he Commitiee on Na«
vi;ation Securittes.

Mr, MeDonald presented 4 petition from the
Overseers of the Popr, for section No, Hof the
township of Egerton, in the County of Pictou,
praying to be rennbursed expenses incarred in
the support of transient paapers; referred to
the commiitee on that sabject. ‘

A petivon of Jumes Purcell, and other in~
habianis of Ship Hirbur, at the Suait of
Canso, was presented by the honorable the
Solicitor General, praying for aid to a ferry be-
tween what place and McNair’s Coves relerred
to the Commitee on Navigation Secarities, .

A petition of the [I'ree Church Presbytery
of Pictou, was presented by ¥Mr. McDonald,
praying the Hounse to pass the Prohhitory
Liguor Law; laid on the table.

Mr. McDouvald asked leave to present.a bi'l

to enable the inhabitants of Piciou and New -

Glasgow to 'assess themselves for repairing
streets.  Lieave was granted,and the bill was
- read a firat time, ot

“A".”
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A petition from the “inhabitants of Little
River, in the County-of Sydney, was present«

M pE -

ed by the Honorable the Solicitor General, -

praying for a grant to aid them in constructisg"

a pubiic pier at that place; referred to the

Commuttee on Navigation Secaritiss,

Mr. Bill askea leave, to present a bill 10 ine

corporate the Osk Point Pier Company, at
Cornwallis; leave granted, ,

Mr. Bill asked leave to présent a bill to
incorporate the Ira Woodworth Brook Pier
Company, at Cornwallis; leave was granted,
and the bill was read a first time, H

A petition of certain male inhabitants of the
Couanty of Pictlou; also a petition of certain
female inhabitanis of the sume county, were
severally presented by Mr, McDonald, pray
ing the Housa to pass the Prohibitory Liquor
Lawj laid on the table.

Mr. Bill presented a petition from the Halls*
Harbor Pier Cowpany, and from certsin
inhabitants of Cornwal is, praying for a gr nt
to aid them in improving the pier at that
place; referred to the Committee on Navigation
Securuiies. :

A petition of Peter LeLacheur, of Arichat,
way presented by Mr. Fuller and read, pray -
ing a rewurn of Light Daties paid on a vessel
lost on her first voyage; referred to the Come
mitiee on Trade and Manufactures.

Mr, Fuller presented a petition from Nichoe
las H. Martin, of S8vdnay, Cape Breton, prays
ing to be reimbursed sundry expenses incarred
by hun, on account of nis late trial, and the
detention consequent thereon; referred to the
committee appoiuted to consider and report on
the petition of Richard Logue.

A petition of Wm, Eilott of Boston, mer-
chant, was presented by the hon, Mr. John-
ston und read, praying to be reimbursed the
expense of a suit against him in the Conrt of
Vice Admiralty, tor an alleged violation of the
Fishery Lawa by the schooner Creole; laid on
the table. ‘

Mr. John Campbell presented a bill to
incorporate the Liverpool Marine Railway
Company; read a first time, ‘ ‘

Mr. Whitman reported from the Committee
to whom was referred the petition of Aipheus
Jones; received and laid-on the table. .

A petition of C J. Campbell and Peter

Smyth wus presented by the honorable the
Solicitor Geuneral, praying for a grant to aid of

&stablishing a ferry at the northern entrance in -

the Straitof Canso; referred to the Committee
on Navigation Securities, =~ = '

On wotion of the hon. Mr, Johnston it was
Resolved, That a Committes be appointed to
examine and report upon the bill.to amend the
act for the'Manicipal Government of Counties.

A Committee was appointed. composed . of -

the honorable Mr. Johuston, Mg Archibald,. -

Mr. Brown, Mr, McLeilan, Mr.. Chambets,.

Mr. Annand, Mr., McDonald, Mr.;K‘.i!lam,‘and ‘

Mr. Marshall, L

Mr. C.J. Campbellvpreseniedfa{:iiill’-to1a\‘|1e'r;, o

the Harbor Master’s fves in the. harbor of

a
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“  8T. PETER'S CANAL,

The Hon. the Solicitor General laid upon
the table, by command of his Excellency,
Report of Commissioners of St. Peter’s Ca.
nal. Repurt received, read,and referred to
Commiltee on Public Accounts.

INDIANS.
Also, account of the expenditure of £80 for
relief of pior Indians.

PENITENTIARY.

The honorable genileman also presented
the petition of the Keeper of Penuentiary;
referred to Committee on Penilentiary Afe
fairs,

ASSESSORS, CAPE BRETON.

Also, laid pewron of Wiliam Young and
Thomas Donchoe, Assessorg Couniy of Viea
toria, praying remssion of tines. imposed for
non perfonuances of daties, Petitioners plead
that, not being able 10 rend or write, they
were lncumpeient to the diecharge of the
duatics unpused, but hau been nevertheless
fiied for nou-peclurmance ol the saine.

Mr, Munro explained that petinoners had
stated (0 Magisirates their incapabiliy 1o pere
furin the duty imposed,.bot bad teen brought
up 70 wiles, und fued. It was ruly a hard
case, sre D that they had offered 1o pay uny
one who would do the work for them,

Mr. Mebellan opposed the peution.

Mr. Whitman moved that the honorable
meiber have leave 10 withdraw 1t, ‘

Mr. Munro udvocated the petiuon, and said
that the least the House could do was to send
it o Commt ee—if right, it should receive
counsideration—u wrong,ihe Comnii 1ee should
so report. 1 always observe that when a
petilion comes from Cape Breton, it is oppused
by mewmbers west,

Mr. MchLclian had no reference to where
the petition came from, bat thought it would
be a bad precedent.

Hon. Atiorney General advocated the peti-
tion. ‘ )
Mr. Killam thought the people should take
these mauers in1o their own hands by adopis
ing wunicipal incorpurations,

Petitivns was reterred to Messrs. Faller,
McLellan and Marshall

| CUSTOMS,

Hon. Solicitor Geueral laid on the table, by
command, a despaich from Downing street
recommending the accounts of the Colonial
Officers of ustoms to close on the 3lst De-
cewber instead of the B:h of Junuary, in
order to make them umform with the general
accounts of the empire,

Hon, Auorney General spoke highly of the
new arrangeincot,

Mr. Wade, while on the subject of Cnsa
torms, would agk whether any answer had
been received to a memorial sent last year on
the sahject of ‘saluries ol discharged officers?

‘Hon. Provincial Secretary.—~A despuaich on
the subject has been luid ob the table,

Mr. Wude~I was not aware of it.

"T'he despaich with referenee to making up

Fzs. 18, 1856.

accounts to Slst December was referred to
Cowmitiee on Trade.

POSTAGE AND TRADE, :

Hon. Solicitor Genera! aleo laid on the -
table despuiches on the subject of book and
newspaper postage ;—a despatch of 261h. of
June, 1855, stating that in fatore & British
rate of 1d postage will be levied on all papers
gent to the Lolonies from the United Kung,
dom. Aiso a despatch of 8d of Seprember,
1855, stating that in future such newspapers,
although sull lisble to the 1d. postage, need
not as heretofure requir d bear the imprsesed
stamp denoting the stamp daty, the stamp
being neither required nor being counted as
postage. it being presumed thit where it is
employed it has already served for the trans.
mission of the newspaper within the Unied
Kingdom. ; :

Aisu, Correspondence wi'h the Government
of Prince Edwerd lsland, on the subject of
trade; referred to Comnmitice on that sebject,

Aiso, @ despurch from Downing-street,
dated Aprii 12, 1855, on the subject ol luland
Postage. "T'he despatch stated that this inqui-
ry was made because the Iwperial Governe
ment were anxious to know to what extent,
and with what final resuhs, the Penny Poste
age Act of the United Ringdum of 1840 had
been foliowed by the reduction. of lnland
Postage in foreign countries und in the Colo-
nies, ‘I'ne despatch and enclosures were
;el‘ened to the Committee on Post Office Afe
airs,

NEW PASSENGER ACT,

Hon, Pro. Sucretary, by comumand, laid on
the table a despatch from the Cotonial,Minise
ter, with seference to the New Passenger Act,
V\;'i\h a copy of the act, and an abstract there~
0 ®

LIGHT HOUSES.

Also a desputech on Colomal Light Houseas,
wilth enclosures; all of which were referred to
Committee on Navigation Securilies, ' The
documents embraced a despatch dated 8th
September, 1855, ernclosing a letterof the 15th
August, 1855, from the Board of Trade to the
Uuder Secretary of State, stating the ebject of
the Imperial Act of 1855 on this subject, und
enclosing also a printed memorandum con=
cerning Light Houses and Light Vessels
required for the Uolohies. The object of the
Linperial Legisiature in passing the act of 1855
is stated to be to assist the Colonies in erect-
ing and msintaining Light Houses by means
of Toils levied on the ships which derive
benefit from the Lights, whether they go into
Poris in the Colony where the Light is situe
ate or not, and o give the Colonies the benefit.
of the information and expeiience which the_
Board of T'rade has acquired {rom having ‘had

the Lights of the Unned Kingdow under their

controi since 1853. . The results of this infor=
mation and experience are embodied in the
printed .memorandum, A
The printed memorandam alluded to is a
little volume of 80 pages, containing very full.
instructions to Keepers of Light Houses and ©
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of ‘Light Vessels, as to the maha‘gemen’t‘o’f‘the',

L:ght Houses and Light Vessels, the trimming
of the Lights, the kerping of Barometrical and
Tidal observations, &ec. ‘

‘ BIGNAL STAFIS,
Mr. Wade usked special leave to introdace
8 petition which he had mislaid —it having
been sent to him' at an early part of the Ses-
sion. .Itwas from Edwa d Leonard, of Digby,
praying remuneration for erecting Signal Staffs.
Snecial leave was granted, and the petiiion
was referred to Committee on Navigation Ses
" curitjes.
COLONIAL STEAM NAVIGATION,
Hon. Mr. Locke, by command, laid on the
table of the House various correspondence
relating to Steam communication between Now
Brunswick, P. E. Island and Nova Scotia;
referred Lo Committee on Navigation Securiw
ties, ‘ ,
BEAR RIVER S8URVEY. ,
Mr Whitman called the atiention of the
House o & resnlution pussed daring list ses-
sion authorwing the ' Lieut. Governor.to ap-
point persons to hold a survey of Bear River,
He wou!d ask whether anything had been
done in compliance with that resofution ?
Hon. Attorney Genernl wonld enquire.

WINDBOR AND DIGBY RAILWAY

Hon. J. W. Johaston asked leave. to intro~
duce a bill to incorporate a company to, con=
struct a railroad from Windsor to Digby, The
honorable gentleman spoke considerably in a
low tone.

Hoa. Attorney General would like to know
to what extent the guarantee of ‘the Province
would be asked for., We ure now liable for
£60,000 a year for railway, and although
there can be no question in this House as to
the desirableness of a rallw.y extension to
Digby, yet it mig.t be well for the House
fisst to see the experiment tried out as to
the railway to Windsor or Truro. ,

Bon. J, W, Johnston had no desire extrav.
aganily to burden the public revenues. He
hoped to be able to produce a bill which
would receive the approbation of the House,
One thing was certatn, that none of the capi~
tal would be asked for—merely a guarantee
of the interest.

Leave was granted.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Hon. Solienor General moved that the
House go into Committee of Supply, to'vote
the ordinary sums, -

On the  £200 for the first clerk,

Mr. Whitan called attention to the fact
that the £200 had always been granted at
first and £100 afierwards; and '£100 to the
Assislant Clerk, and £100 .afterwards for
extra gervices, If entitled to both sums, why
not vote them both at once? - -

Mr. MecLellan* said that he had‘a
thought the saluries of the Clerks too high;

and when the Reform House came'in; al-

though they. commeéniced by réduding thie’ pay
of thembers, and of other piiblic'officers) the
salaries of the Clerks had never been' inter

* COMMITIEE 0

lwayé ‘
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terfered with. He lhoughtr'thra,irﬁzv()ohfor the
Clerk, and £150 for the Assistant C:efk was

quile enongh,, .

. | .

Hon. Sulicitor General was not afraid no
ashamed to state “his views on this sabject,
He kuew rthat any gentleman occupying. the
place of frst clork had to sacrifice & great
deal of his profassional practice ; 'and in
bringing up the Journals, -and . atrending to
the printing of them at the end of - the ses-
sion, .almost the 'whole of his time ‘wa
engaged throughout the yenr - not ‘to_speak
of . the arduous and c¢onstant iabors, day and
night, throughout the session. = He was saiisn
fird that there was not a legislative, body-on
this continent that received so much work
for the same amount of money., .. .

Hon, J. W. Johnston suggested that, as
there was no objection to ‘this sam it might
pass, and a question, if any, might be raised

" on the £100. N K

Various other votes
or comment. ‘ ) )
The two extra sumg of ‘£100 each to th~ Clerk
and Clerk Assistant of the House, were' laid
aside for the present. et
rOn the vote to the colored population of Ha.
lifax, . :
Dr. Brown would like to know whether the
Bum was necessary to expend on this service,
Mr. Esson replied in the afirmative. The
poor people were now almost starving. )_‘25 ‘

After some conversation the vote passed
told. = , s

On the vote of £100 for Reporting and Pub-
lishing the Decisions of the Supreme Court,

Hon. J W. Johnston asked whether. this grant
noluded the whole seryice. -

Hon. Sol. General—Yes, both Reporting and
Publishing. ) o .

Mr. Marshall—I wish to know béfore' this
grant passes, whether the work is really done or
not. I have not beenable to get hold of a copy;
and, if we grant money for the service, -the
people of the country ought to have the benéfit
of it, and it is most important that they should
be informed on these decisions when I ledrn the
substance of some of them; for I learn ‘that
‘although heretofore, when a man Jodned his
money on land, all he had to do was to’ go into
the Record Office, and ascertain the title of the
property; yet recently the Judges haye decided
that, if A and B own property alongside of each
other, described in their deeds and grants by
metes and bounds, and these two porties, wish-
ing to make a.bargain, way take witnogses and.
draw an imagibary line between them; so that,
if I bave £100 on' one farm the owner way
‘secure to me &n acre of swamp, instead of the
good farm I supp. sed I had advanced my money
on, and give to his neighbor the only valuable
part of his land. These mattérs should “be

T

'

passed without division

understood in the country; and the House ought

to ‘see value received befure they grunted.the -
money, . R P R A T ‘
- After considerable disoussion the resolution
passed. ’ o

. * - B .
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. The othior ordinary votee were agreed to. ..
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went discussion-—spotially.

" Post Office Department. "~
. Mr. McLellan ealied ntteiaélbh‘?f)'\ :
the establishment in Halifax cost more than all .-

it S
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the postal establishments throughout the Pro-
vince, put together,

Mr. Arnnand wished the whole postal system
improved, by the mails starting in the evening,
g0 that mercantile men might receive their let-
ters in the morning, and despateh their answers

" at the close of the day. He did not, however,
expect any improvement from the present
Committee. : ‘ ‘

Mr. Marshall declaimed against the habit of
centralizing all offices of emolument in the city
of Halifax, while country Postnasters received
but a..paltry pittance, not sufficient to induce
any respectable man to remain in_his office to do
the public duty. He moved that the Post Office
Oommittee be enlarged by adding two members.

Hon. Mr. Wier defended the Post Office at
Halifax SR v
" After further conversation, participated in by

the honorable Solicitor General, Messrs. Wade,

Wilkins and others, the mdtion to enlarge the
Oommittee was negatived—28 to 7.

Mr, McLellan asked leave to withdraw from
the Committee, which was seconded, but the
motion was allow.d to pass over.

Dr. Brown, from the Committee on the peti-
tion of Matthew Sprow, reported against the
prayer thereof. . .

" House adjourned. , C.

T e o SR
‘Toespay, February 19, 1856.

o GENERAL WILLIAMS.

The Legislative Council by message informed
the House that they had unanimously agreed to
the resotution of the House requesting his Ex.
celletoy the Lieutenant-Governor to apply the

~sum of one hundred and fitty guineas to pur-
ohase a .sword to be presented to General Wil.
liams. ~ | Co

" "Mr. M. I. Wilkins ‘reported from' the Com-

S

mittee tv whom wag referred the petition of L.

P. W. DésBrisay; and then delivered it in at
.the Clerk’s table, where it was again read.
" The report was received and adopted.
.. Mr. Munro presented a petition of certain
_ inbabitants of Saint Ann’s,'in the county of
Victoria and the adj ining settlements, by spe-
oial leave, praying for the erection of a hight
house in that vicinity.* Afier some disoussion
leave wos granted and the petition was referred
to the Committee on Navigation Secarities.
Also o petition of ‘the inhabitants' of Saint
Ann’s, praying for a grant to aid them in con-
. Btructing a public Janding at ' the .Bird Islands,
for the benefit of thée fishery at that place; re-
‘ferred to the Committee on Navigation Securi-
‘ties.  Also a petition of the inhabitants of
Baint Ann’s, the north shore, and English town,
was praying fur an extension of wail communi-
“oeationm, 7 ¢ o
 Hon. Mr, MecLeod presented a petition of
., gertain merchants, coasters, and fishermen of
“Gabarug bay,in’the Island-of Cape Breton,
raying for a grant to aid them in removing a
‘bar gt the mouth'of the ‘harbor 'at that place ;
_referréd to the Committee on Navigation Secu.
‘ritieg, - - v T Y
Mr. Whitman pres-nted the petition cf An-
‘drew R: LeCdin, &nd other inbabitants of the
sounty of Annapolis, praying for the passing of
an et to simend the "law relating 'to ‘trespasses
“on wilderness lands;'Yeferréd to°Mr. Archibald,
Mr. MoFarlane; and”Mre Killan, ‘to examine
AR TopOrt tereon, et
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PETITION OF J. P. MILLER.

- Fes. 19, 1856.
" The Hon. the Provinsial Seoretary, by com.
mand of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor, presented to the House the account. of
Richard Nugent for printing perfurmed for the
House during the past year, pursuant to. his
contract therefor ; also the eccount of the
Qacen’s printer of printing performed by him

. for the publio departments during the past

year. These accounts were referred to the
Ccmmittee on Publie Printing. o
A petition of Hezekiah Ingrabam, of north

-east branch of Margaree river; also a petition

of Moses and John MecDonald, of "Ma:gares,
in the courty of Inverness, were, by 'special
leave, presented by Mr. Smith and read, pray-
ing grants in aid of their respective oat mills.
All these petitions were referred to the Com.
mittee on Agriculture. Alsc a petition of cer-
tain inhabitants of Judique, in the county of
Inverness, praying for an alteration in the way
office at that place; referred to the Cowmmittee
on Post Office Affairs. Also a petition of John
McLeod, way office keeper at the River Inhab-
itants, praying for an increase of salary; re.
referred to the Committee on' Post Office Affairs
MINES AND MINERALS.

Hon. J. W. Johnston asked if the last packet
brought out nny furtber information relating
to the subject of the Mines and Minerals—with
the draft of any lease relating to that subject;
and while on my feet I beg to remind the Go-
vernment that this important discussion has,
every year, within my recollection, been em.
barrassed by the delay which has taken place
in bringing the subject on. It has always been
kept back until about the last week of ‘the
session, when many members has returned to
their homes, and time is not afforded to discuss
the subject as it deserves, C ‘

Ilon. Attorney General—The last packet did
bring certain despatches and the draft of &
lease which™ will be laid on the table of the
House iu the course of a few days. I wouid
be the last person to undervalue ‘the extrems
importance of this subject—or to delay its in-
vestigation, The documents to' which I allude
contain an appeal to'the sense of justice of this
Houge, and asks the assent of the Legialature
to acts which I cannot help thinking will be in
the last degree distasteful to many hon. gentle-
men here and which nothing but a strong overs
bearing senge of justice will induce them. to

support.

I

PETITION OF J. P. MILLE®. T4
' Hon. Atty. General said—1I rise, Mr, Speaker
to eall the attention of the House to the position
in which the question on the petition ot Jacob
P. Miller stands on our journals. The petition
complaing vhat be has been unjusily disinissed
from his office. On introducing it Mr Marshall
moved that it be referred to a select committee,
and, after a discussion ia which the Government
were vehemeutly assailed, it was moved ‘and
earvied that the debate do adjourn. It isneither
right for the House nor justice to the Govern.
ment that such an entry should be allowed ‘to
romain on the Journals; but, as I have no de.
gire to act in the least degree offensively, I shall
leave it open to tile honorobie. introducer to
withdraw the petition, otherwise I shall move
that it be dismiseed, and that I may be enabled
to do tbis, I shall now move that the adjourned
debate be resumed. . ’ Lo
Hon. Mr. Jobnston- thought the, hongrable
and learned Attorney General had scarcely put
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the suhjeot to tho House on the fopting it gocu-
pied. He argues as though the petitioner has
no great grounds of complaint; ‘the argument
the other day did not assume this complexion.
It was averred by thoge who supported 'the pe-
titioner that he Lad been injured, dnd the eom-
plaint was that he had been dismissed—the
Government refusing to invostigate the grounds
of 'his dismissal. They justified themsclves by
stating that Mr. Miller's superior officér, &
member of the Board of Works, complnined of
him, and therefore he was dismissed. - Is such a
course justifiable? Does it foliow that, because

that of ancther, that the former is' to be'consid-
ered on all oceasions in the right, and the latter
elways in the wrong? Even now it is not clear
whether Mr. Miller bad or had not grounds of
complaint; perhaps- he might assume that he
had, otherwise the Government would not seek
to evade’ tlie inguiry into the circutnstances
which this petition asks. :

Hon. Attorney General—The honorable and
learned ‘member for Adnapolis somewhat mis-
cnnceives the views and course of action of the
Government. ‘I have carefally abstained from
saying one syllablé as to Mr Miller’s integrity
or capacity—having justified 'the Government
by alleging that he was found to be an imprac-
ticable officer, who would not obey the orders of
his superiors, The main purpose—the vindi-
cation of Mr. Miller’s private character—hag
been answered by this discussion, since no
charge has been preferred against him.

Hon. Mr. Jobuston~But Mr. Miller says—
investigate my conduct, ascertain whether I am
right or not, but do nut, 'on the mers ipse dixit
of one man, eject me frot apoffice which I have
long filled. 'The same reasoning applies to the
complaint of the honorable and learned member
from Digby, that Mr. Miller had refused to
crect a Light House in the spov where that
honorable gentleman thought it should stand,
Now Mr. Miller informs me that this wasa mere
oonflict of judgment, and that, if the matter
were investigated, it would be found that he,
(Mr. M ), was right. Yo o

Mr. Marshall—I have justentered the ouse,

Mr. Speaker, and, as it is 8 general and well’

known rule that all honorable gentlemen who
seek to tale action on a petition presented,
always wait until the introducer is present, 1
shall have to ask that the honorable the Attor
ney General repeat the remarks he- made in
moving the question before the House.

Hon. Attorney General after stating that he
was not cognisant of tho hon. member’s absence,
reitorated the remarks he bad previously mads,

Dr. Tupper said~With- Mr. Miller [ am to-
tally unacquainted—but, sir, I listened with
attention to his statement as I hope I always
shull to every respectful petition agking inves-
tigation into charges preferred against. a - peti-
tioner. It 18 probable that I should have taken

no part in this discussion if the statement of

the hont and learned laader of the government,
had not opéned up a wider and more’ éxtended
field, ' Sir, his remarky fell diseorJantly on my
ear, when in connection with the assertion that
they left' Mr. Miller’s enaracter untouchetnm
preferred no charge against him, sonceding pro-
"bity and almost the faithful diseharge’ of his
" public dutivs—1I say it fell: discordsntly on my
ear when; in conneetion with this:it'was' assert-

S ,

. .ed thay hig'conduct had keen such "857t0 drive a.
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“valued merber'of the Board of Commissiohirs

from his position, and thatanother had deolared

 that either he or Mr. Miller must leave. Sir, I
- ardently desire not to put this disoussion on-the

ground . of oharacter; when ‘I found’ that the
discussion of the other day assumed something
of that complexion—that the petitioner was
asking investigation into that-which was dearer
to him than life, I felt that it might place him
in a prejudicial light to divide in a minority on
a question of so much importance;  and, there-

fore, sir, would 1 bave'gladly allowed this
] ) ; " question to' remain in statu quo. But when
& man occupies o station somewhat superior to -

the hon and learned leader of the government
comes forward and moves that this, a respectfaul
petition, asking the privileges of a Briton,
should be dismissed, 1 feel it my duty to offer
a straight forward, conscientious opposition to
& proceeding 8o monstrous in its character and
80 disastrousin its results if adwmitted in prin-
ciple. Sir, it may be that T am ignorant of the
true_relutive position of subordinate ' officers;
but I feel that the ground assumed by the g0
vernment is entirely untenable. Hon. gentlo-
men ¢ome into this House,and in answer to the
prayer of a petition from a dismissed officer
tell you that the government have ot examined
into the merits uf the case; that a man who
depended on his office for hig bread—a mad . of
probity and charact.r by taeir own admission—
a man who has devoted the prime of his lifs to
the cause of humanity in the prosecution of
ardiious public duties—the heud aad front of
whose offending is that he is perhaps too une
swerving for the time serving days in which he
lives; when the Governwont teil this Legisia-
ture and country that they eanaot stoop to the
investigation of his case thoy enunciate o sen-
timent which will not meet with ‘a responsive
echo in the breasts of hon. grrtlemen around
these benches. Sir. I do not wish to question

‘the abstract right of the governwment to dis-

charge any officer; 1 do not deoy that they.are
Jjustified in awarding due consideration to the
claims of political supporters—but I do hope
that the day has not vet arrived in this country
wien a man who has faithfully discharged tha
duties of his office is to be proscribed and dri.
ven out, houseless and howeless, because he
cannot change with every variativa of political
gentimert in the government, or accovimodste
his principles to those who guide and control
the public business. On the lust discussion the
hon. member for Halifax announced -that Mr.
Miller had been discharged o dcosunt of  hig
political opinions® What was his reward 7.
A seat in the cabinet. Sir, 1 hope that hon. gen-
tlemen has sounder claims to the honor ‘than
the enunciation of the principle that political
proseription is to 'be the order of the day.—
Let him regard the pages of the past history
of his party; let him look to ‘he record of their
proceedings on the journals of ‘the House and
he wili find that that principle was vever in-
seribed on their banners. No, sir, theirs wis'a
war ‘against' exclusivensss and Prosoription—

‘that all men were entitled t6 ‘equal’ considera.

tion was the soiind and noble principle by which
they professcd to be governed and which, I ' be-’
lieve, this House will ever uphold. " 8w, I" do
hope thiat the Government will not court a Gona
fliot of party; if they do, though I sit alohe in
the cool sbades of opposition, ‘my name shail -

" stand recorded on the journals agaioet an’ agt

ryoos

80 irbitrary aiid unjust.
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bring down the correspondence which has pess-
ed between themselves, Mr. Miller and Mr.
McKenna, let the watter be referred to a com-
mittee and thoroughly ipvestigated, and then

this House and coun'ry will be in a position to
judge as to the merits of the case.

.~ Mr. Marstall.—If I understood the honor--

able and learned Attorney Geperal aright he
asserted that the main object of MeMillen in
petitioning the House for a Committee was to
obtain investigation into private charges. This
may be the opinion of that honorable gentle-
man, it is pot mine; when I presented that
petition, I asked for a commitiee to inquire into
the cause of Mr. Miller's dismissal and report
on the manyer in which he had been treated.
But perceiving that any attempt to obtain an
investigation was entirely hopeless; that mem-
. bers of Government were determined to shield
themselves behind the ery of party,—when the
debate adjourned, 1 decided to allow the matter
to rmain in the position it then occupied.
The Hon. Atterney General, however, not con=
tent with refusing Mr. Miller the 1nvestigation
he desired announces his intention to move that
the petition be dismissed. He knowswell the
obloquy attaching to a proceeding of  that na-
ture; that to dismiss a petition is to treat the
petitioner with disrespect, and having injured
him by depriving bim of his office, would now
jngult him by dismissing his petition. Sir, the
Hon. Attorney General referred im congratu-
latory tones to the course he pursued in ab«
staining from censuring Mr, Miller—from at-
tacking his probity of character or business
qualifications;—he was obliged so to abstain,
for, by his own admission, there is nothing in
either open to that honorable gentleman’s cen-
sure. DBut perbaps, sir, the course the Govern-
ment have pursued towards Mr. McKenna, and
the movements made to advance his interests
are not equally inviolable, Wo cannot forget
the removal of an sble and efficient offlcer from
Sable Island to make roomn for him there; we
camnot forget that this gentloman, whom the
Government delight to honor, was brought from
thence to occupy a place in the Roard of Works,
before there existed u vacancy to fill up; and
we can’t forget thab an able, efficient, experi-
enced and meritorious officer was rewoved to
make room for him. 8Sir, there were but two
chairs in the House, and therefore one of the
three occupants was rewmoved that the other
two might have comfortable seats. (Laughter )
If the situation was intended for Mr. McKenna,
why not avow it? Why seek to evade the con-
sequences of the injury yon have perpetrated
by asserbing that the gentleman you have dis-
missed was an impracticable officer. Sir, the
language they should bave held to Mr. Miller
ig this,—Dhowever necessary your services may
be for the good of -your country, it is essential
thet you should be displaced that we may con-
fer your office on & man of our own way of
thinking—that we way fill it up with a partizan
of our, own. It is rob that the duty will be
performed more satisfuctorily to the country,
but that we have a majority who call themselves
the vietors and that to them belong the spoils’
These, sir, are the sentiments which ‘the
honorable and learned Attorney General

“ghould have avowed, and  we could then.

‘thoroughly understand . hig action;. but if
. thé action’ of himself and his Bupporters
‘pontinuously ‘belies their precept, they must
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expect to hear the plain truth told, and to
bear the infliction of some troublesome speeches,
We have heard of whipping syllabubs during
this. debate;' well, sir, I do very often whipa
syllabub . (laughter,) and perbaps, sir, I shall
whip something else before I haye dong,—
(Langhter.) Does the honorable and learned
Attorney General in his place here assert that
Mr. Miller bas nothing te complam of ?. . Sir,
he complains that baving gone into office, and
baving faithfully performed this duties for a
period extending over twenty years—the flower
of bis life—he bhag, contrary to British, prece.
dent and in violation of British practice, been
ejected from bis office to make way for a politi-
cal supporter of the Government. Will any
honorable.gentleman here assert this to be one
principle of Responsible Government.  In the
past we have been told that Responsible Gov.
ernment weant Government for the benefit of
the whole people, but since the establishwment
of that system, itz supporters bave repudiated
that principle in their language and by their
acts. We have heard unblushing declarations
made here that the Government shouid govern
for the benefit of the Government; that self-go.
vernment is government for self Tu such & prin-
ciple I cannot subscribe; I believe the executive
should be the servant of the people transacting
the business of the people for the general bene-
fit of the whole Province. I understood the
honorable anid learned Attorney General to say
that his object in making this motion, was to
shew to the country the nature of this applica-
tion, and the reasons for its diswissal; but that
he would not oppose an application for leave to
withdraw the petition. .
Hon. Attorney General.—Yes; those were
the views I expressed. e
Mr. Marsball—If I were to withdraw. the
petition at the present stage of the debates
1t would appear to the conntry ag though Mr.
Miller had been properly and justifiabiy dis-
missed That the propriety of the course taken
by the Government was so-apparent that he-had .
nothing to complain of. The hon. and learned
Attorney General seems very anxious that regu-
larity should be preserved in the jourpals. Let
me turn his attention to the fifteenth page; he
ig there made to figure conspicuously as the'
nmover of the Railway Committee. What are
the faots ? Will the country believe that the .
honorable member for Halifax (Mr. Annand)
prefacing his resolution with a speech moved
that a committee be appointed, and that it was
in consequence of & speech made by the hon.
and learned Attorney General that the jurisdie-
tion of this comwittee was confined to the Rail.
way only. How comes it then that he appears .
on the Journals as the mover of a resolution
which he actually opposed. Is the hon. and
learned gent.eman’s vigilance of that chardeter
that it is only awakened when anything affest-
ing himself goes wrong ? 5o much for his
desire to keep the Jourpals regular. Now,.sil,
in conclusion’l may say that I had no inten-
tion when I rose to ocecupy so much time, but I
felt that the honorable and learned Attorney
Genersl should have wade himself aware of.my
presence in the House before moving tco,dilsmis‘ '
a petition which I had presented;—1I -shall no-
tell him at present whether I will owmwiil.mo, ..

_withdraw the petition-—the, -conrse.of thissde

bate will decide. o
Hon. Attorney General—I gba,‘uz,:’qgun‘g‘.iq];‘
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whab I have toisa.y into a very small’ compass- gage ‘his’ uttentmn" To me the salary is noths

As re-ards the entry on the joarnals to which
the honoiable member for’ Guysbirough ‘has
alluded, and to which the members of Govern-
ment readxly assented, notwithstanding the ac-
count we have just heard the error was made
inadvertently by the Clerh, who, so s00n '8 the
mistake was d scovered, went to Mr. Annand,
and offered to have the "whole edition repr inted

at his own expense, provided Mr. Annand des

.ing, the principle every tbmg, and it ig matter
_of indifference’ whether it be £25 or £2,500;
_the claims of the incumbents are enmued to ‘
“equal 1espect. Let the charges against Mr.
"Miller be_investigated and if he is found to be
‘unworthy I wuuld rot hesitate to dlsmlss himn
whatever position he might hold,

Mr. Wade—The honorable and lcarned mems
ber for Annupolis having seen fit to introduce

gired it. Thut bonorable gentleman, not wishiing, my name into this debate, I feel it ineuambent

to compel the Clerk to incur such unnecessary
expense, stated that it was not bis desire to
have the edition reprinted, and it was finally

conctuded that the mistake should be rectified = Government in diswissing Mr. Miller.

by Erratum.in the K Appendix., Now, sir, T will .

not be druwu 1nto the ennunciation of any gen-

eral principle of Governmenb, the Executive is
responsible for their acts, and will not be held
bound by all thai is said in the heat of debate,
even by the warmest and most active of their
supporters. I huld it to be unwiseina Govern-
ment to lay down general prineiples until neces-
gity arises. The Government aid not disiniss
Mr. Miller because of his pohtical opinions,
therefore the necessity has not yet arisen; buf,
¢ir, I do not hesitate to say that the Executive

on me to offer some explanation. On the debate
which took place recently, I informed the House
of ibo reasons which induced me to supposz't the

tell
“the honorable and learned inember”that Mr.
"Miller did obstruct the ercetion of a Light
House in a position where it was most réquired,
and set up his judgment against that of persons
mmmately acquaiuted with the locality. The
Governmeut have announced no genéral prinei-
ple; they found thut Mr. Miller in many instan-
ces was self-opinivnated and impracticable;
they found that it was impossible to conduct the
bu-iness appertaining to the Board of ‘Works,
while he occupicd an official position there, and
therefere they dismissed him. Previous to the

were tardy rather than prematore, i dealing  presentation of this petiton, I wag about to call

with that officer. They allowed a wvaluable
Public Department to remain for a whole year
hampered by a conflict of opinions among its
officers rather than exercise their power; and I
now reiterate that it was because Mr Miller re-
fused to obey his superiors and the business of
the country suffered, that he was dismissed. Sir,
is this the only ground for attack which the
Opposition can fiud? If so, their vocation is
nearly gone. Are we to have a grand Constitu-
tional debate upon a question Jike this! An
inquiry su petty, so insignificent, s0 contempm-
ble, concerning an office of £150 a year? Sir, I
disdain to arguo 1t on ;he basis which the hon-
orable gentletnen who addressed the House have
assumed, and I now move that this petition’ be
dismissed.

Mr. Marshall—It is in vain for the honorable
and learned Attorney General fo assume this
tone of indignation; to tell us that he disdains
to do this or to do that: the sooner he learns to
control that temper the better. It is vain for
him to attempt to frown down or talk down op-
position; there are many honorable gentiemen
in this House who occupy & position which he
never can hold; and, if it were not that I might
commit & brea,ch of Parhamenwry rale, I should
tell him that his position was an accident. ' Sir,

on the Government to do its duty, and inform
the House and Country of the motives which |
induced them to remove that gentleman.

Mr. A. G. Archibald said—My views, Mr.
Speaker, differ from tho-e cxpressed by many
Lonorable gentleman. Icsnnet give my ad-
heston to the opinion of the Ilon. Attorney
General, that because the subject involved the
considerativn of an officer whose salary amount.
ed to £1560 only, therefore ic was not entitied
to a herripg—aithough I do not think from the
preceding remarks of that honorable gentleman
that he meant to put it on that ground. No
matter whetber his salury be £5 or £500 if-he
comes here with a claim which entitles him to .
cousideration, he should be heard. Neither do
I agree with the honorable gentieman who hag
just resumed his seat in the remark he made
respecting the Light House at Digby; nor can
I acquiesce in the view of the honorable mem-
ber tor Cumberland that this subject should be
discussed on broad constitutional grounds, I
put it on this single ground that an Exeoutive
" which would permit a man who refused to obey
'the mandate of his superiors jeopardizes public

, interests and must be paralyzed in the exerciss

of its administrative' functions. 8ir, I say
‘nothing with respect to Mr. Miller; T am sup-.

if his statnre weve equal to that of Gohath and posing him to be a meritorious and respectable

his beauty rivalled Absolom s, members of thig

House would not bow down and worship him,— .

(Laughter.) Then, sir, I hope the honorable
and learned Attorney General will Tefrain
bereaftor from tallring of degradation, contempt
and disdain.  Honorable gentlewaen Ja.ubh,
well, 1 am almost disposed to laugh myself,

Mr. Anuand roge to order,

Mr. marshall—Oh! don’t let the honorable

Dr. Tupper~I think the House will agree

Sion the 'Government be requested to’ bring
down ull the correspondence on this subJect«-
Does the hon. ‘and leumed Atborney Genera.l
treat an officer ha,vmg a silary ‘of £150°a ye.n‘
83 a0 object of tao mtmn maxgmﬁw}ce to L

e had «,“{),: ‘ﬁ*‘.:i Yigh vl dai liﬁ, o

Vo

T

with e that bofors the House come to a deei-

.T‘Ié

public officer; but [ believe that gentlemen
may vote for the dismissal of this petition with«
out xnterfeung with_any broad constitutional
question or at all m.]urmo' vhe individuals.
Why should a committee be appointed? Cui
bono ? Suppose the petitivn was referred to a
committee, and that they reported to hini to be
an active and efficient public officer, of probity
_and integrity. Al this has not been' denied.

member for Halifox be atraid; I am, not going - " Suppose, too, they found, as I presums’ would
= to Lurt his leader,

be the cage, that his dlamzssal srose’ from his
refusal as an inferior to' obey the order of” his
guper:or, is .would be impossible for' t,hem to
recommend that he should be' reinstated. “That'
would be'an undue mterterence wn;h the, exer.
“cisd ‘of the exeoutive functwns ‘of ‘the Wsvern.
"ment, . The fnends of ‘the. pemwner have a0~ .,
 comiplished ihau' ob;ect, ‘the publm m’ind Hag -
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been satisfied as to the eapaqxty and probity of
My, Miller—that has not been assailed, but the
petition stands on the Journals, it must be
dcalt with in some way and without intending
any mark of disrespect to Mr. Miller, I shall
vote for its dismissal.

Hon Mr. Johnston.—I wigh to ask the chair
what course should be pursued when a debate
hag been edjourned to o particular day, and is
not resumed on that day.

Mr. Marshall, —I think it might to state in
justification of the Speaker that on the day to
wkich the dcbate was adjourned, I suggested
ghac it be continued over until the following

ay.

]);on. Mr. Johnston.—I do not desire or ino-
tend to ficd faule with the chair; I only wish
to ascertain what course should be pursued
when a debate (s not tuken up on the day to
which it is adjourned. True, at the suggestion
of the honorablo member for Guysborough, the
debate stood over to the day before yesterday,
also passed, and no allusion was mado to it.

Alter some further remarks, 1t was decided
that the debate continue.

Hon. Attorney General said-—Hon. gentlemen
have entirely misconceived the scope and ten-
dency of my rcmarks; the personalities in-

dulged in by honorable geuntlemen I shall dis- "

pose of in a very few woids,—~I never indulge
in them myself, and I shail allow them tu go
on until the House 1tself, to sustain its own
dignity sees fit to interfere. Sir, I never put
this question on the ground that My, Miller
ghould not anample 1ovestigation when entitled
to it merely because bis Salary is swall; [
never slluded to bLis personal 1epumuon or
oharged upun bim wn,t;t of capacity in the per-
formance of his public duties. Wbat'I did say
was that on an inquiry touching, touching the
dismissal of an officer with a salary of £150 per
anoum beeause tbat officer disagrced with and
disobeyed his superior, it was preposterous to
raise a grave constitutional debate on a princi-
ple, which bad never been announced that the
Government removed officers on  political
grounds alone.

Mr. M. I Wilkins.—There is one fact stated-
in the course of this debute which I should like
to hear explained. It was said that McKenna
was brought up from Sable Island, und promoted
to the Board of Works sta time when there was
no vacaocy. That Mr. Miller was not removed
until after Mr. McKenna's appointment.

Hon Attorney General. —— When Mr. Mo-
Kenna was appointed not the siightest idea of
removing Mr.” Miller was entertained by the
Government, Mr. McKenna was appointed
under the act of 1853, which conferred on the
Governioent the power to expend a sum egqual
to the old Commissions.

Mr. M. J. Wilkins.~—What was Mr. Me-
Kenna's salary ?

Hon. Attorney General.
fifty pounds.

Mr. Wilkins—Does not Mr. McKenna now
enjoy a portion of the salary previously paid to
Mr Miller?

Hon, Atty General-—Nota farthing!

Hon Mr. Johnston—I think the deliberate
jondgment of this House will conctir with me in

- digsenting from the view of the honorable and =
- learned Attorhey General, whex he states that
it ‘was' necessary to reinove’ this “petition from
the Journals. It ccrcamly shculd not have been

Two hundred and
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made w1th 2 view of fercing on a party d1vislon. )

Why should not Mr. Miller have & right to' re-
quire that the Journals should convey a history
of thig petition? A motion was made that the

petition should be reterred to a Commlttee--a ‘

debate ensued on the motion, the 'debate ‘ad« -
juurned, and there the honorable introducer and
the friends of the petitioner were content that
tize matter shonld rest. Will the honorable and
learned Attorney General tell men of common
undelstandmg that the abandoument uf all fur.
ther action in the matter was not sufficient? But"
not content with this, he seeks to obtain the
dismisgal of the pemlon. Will he search the"
records and find an instance in which 'a/ petmon
has been dismissed that did hot, in‘some way,

violate the suies of the 1louse? Isit notigno-

minious treatment? and does not. & portion of
the ignominy attach to the Petitionerl
sir, the expressions of the honoratle and learned’
Awaney General, which Le subsequently qunli-

But,

fied, (ufter the speech of the learned and honor-
able metober for Colchester), exhibited the ani~

mus that dietated this movement. blr, he d‘ld
speak of this que,mon as one petiy and iosigni.
ficant, because Mr. Miller’s office was of & subor:

dmm;e charncter, with a small salary attached
to it.
all other peuple, look to principle, anil do not
regard the amount iovolved. Some of the
greatest and most beneficial reforms in 'the
Mother Country have been achieved in contests
for principle, where the sum of woney involved
did not exceed a pound., It is stated that DMr.
Maller was found impraeticuble. What right
had ths Government to assume this fact without |
investigation? unless, 1udeed, the power of ap-
puintment or recommendation to office rested
with Mr. McKenna, which could not be the case
bere, for Mr. Miller held office long before Mr.
McKenna's appeintment. Should not the Gos '
verainent inquire into the grounds of the com-
plaint preferred by the superier befors they ar

kntrarily dismissed the inferior? I think every
bonorable gentlemen who hears me will admit
that would be the just and equitable course to
pursue, and if the complaint was ascertained to
be well founded, their right to dismiss, or the '
propricty of exercising that right, would not be
questioned. I'wice Mr. Miller differed from the'
honcrable und learned member for Digby, as to
the place best situated for the erection of s
Light House. Should the Government remove
an officer merely bucause he entertained a con-
seientious opinion in opposition to that of any
honoruble gentleman here? Surely not. Take
the Ragged Island Light House; I think few will
be tound willing to assert that Mr. Miller's judg- .
Dment was not coriect in this instance, He
should not be condewmned because, being pos-
sessed of high talent, greau zeai, and determina-
tion which .arank hom no d.mgcr, Lie, on sowe
oceasions, differed from his superiers in official
position. It is idle, then, to urgé mpon the
House that Mr. Miller hasbeen guilty of op-
puosing improperly his supenor officers; and, if
he had not offered his opinion when he had good

reason to believe himself right, he would have

failed in his duty.

Mr. Locke said the Ragged Island’ Light
Housge has been denonnced by Mr.' Mxller it
'has stood ber«,tofore, and wul remgin” "there |
'until’it fots, doing good' service’ to Nevigation:
‘1 never supposed-that it was”;:fart of’ r*r‘*M

'
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my unpressxon was that it was hig Provmce to
guperintend the. constructica after' he was in-
formed of the plaee in whioch they were to be
erected., This is the first time, sir, that I have
ever heard of Mr. Miller's judgrent’ bemg 80
very superior. What right has he to set up
his opinion against that of the people ? I think

that his conduct with reference to’the Ragged .

lsland Light was sufficient to induce‘his dis.
wissal ; the Chairman of the Board of Worke—
his superxor in office—whose functicn it was to
decide on the locality on which that Light

House was to be erected, ordered him to build.

~ hack on the Chbairman, and refused @& comply
with his command. Mr. M. says. ;naval
officers agreed with him; this is not the case,—
they dxsugreed with both of ' us-at the time, but
they now’ agreo that the: nght Houae hag been
erected in the proper place;

Mr, Wade denied that'there was any po-
litioal feeling in this mafter. As regards the
light near Digby, the, inhabitants who have
lived there all their lives warted it in a certain
place, snd Mr. Miller set. up his Ebenezer
agaiost them. o

Mr Killam.—I am’goquainted with the coast
westward. Captain Shortland said the light
ought not to be plaoed on Boar's Head, nor op-
posite, but on Mack’s point, for the advantage
of the Bay of Fundy and St. Mary’s Bay, both
of which were very important. Neither Mr.
Miller nor the people of - Westport agreed
snd I hope the Light House will be putin the
right place.

Hon. Provincial Secretary argued that such
was the condac.of Mr, Miller towards his su-
perior, that there was no alternauve but his.
dismissal.

Mr. MecLellan said every man had a nghb to
be heard, and have his petition considered by
the House, but it was for them to judge wheth-
or the petition was well founded, and if 1t
should or should not remain on the J ournals.
It was quite apparent that Mr. Miller com-
plained of one thing, and the Government qual-
ified his dismissal on a ground entirely distinet
from that complaint. He was therefore of opi-
nion that the petition should not be allowed to
remain on the journals.

Mr, Marshall said—After what has mllen
from honorable. members, I.rise to ask leave to
withdraw the petition. Leave was granted, and
the petition withdrawn,

'LAND RETURNS.

Mr. Wier, by command, 1aid on the table the
Quarterly Returns from the Land Office.

Hon. Mr. Johnston rose to ask the Governe
ment to lay on she table of the House all the
grants which had plssed during the last twelve
months, and especially all those in the vicinity
of the Railway, from Halifax to Windsor.

i in a partioular place; Mr. Miller %émbd his
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WEDNE%DAY, Feb. 20.
ILLNESS OF THE SPEAKER.

Soon - after the | openmg of the House at
three o’clogk-—

_Hon. §. W. Johnston rose and said—It be- |

ing understood, Mr, Speaker, that, 'you are
sutfering from_ indisposition —in short this

fact having heen apparent.to the: House for.
‘the lm fuw dpys. I metomavmhat the
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House do ad;ourn until a,uy eonvonient time
that may suit the House, . -

Mr.. McLellan—There 'is' & good aeal ot’
work to do on committees.

- Dr. Brown—The only. objectxon is th&t AF
we adjourn for two or three days,, mbars
may go off and not return to do busmeal
again.

Hon. Solicitor General—Some. genﬂemen,
have expressed a desire to adjourn in order.
to be present at the examination of the Nor-
mal School, at Truro, on Frlday. :

Several gentlemen did not think the bu.
siness of the House would be retarded b
adjournment till Monday, inasmuch a8 it
would give scope to the committees to com~
plete their business,

Dr. Webster—If the House adjourn, I wish
as chairman of the committeg,on the Riok-
mond election, to adjourn from to-morrow
until Tuesda.y next, in ocase the papers we
have written for do not arrive to night..

Mr. M. I, Wilkins—Does not the Law ad-
journ the committee, on an adjournment of
the House.

Hxs Honor the Speaker. —No, the commit.
tee is adjourned only by the prorogation of
the Houge., .

Leave was granted to Dr. Webster’s com-
mittee.

Hon. Solicitor General also asked leave. to
adjourn over the committee on the seat con-
tested between Messrs. Martell and Marmsud
leave granted. |

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Morrison asked
whether, in cage the Speaker were unable to
attend on Mondsy, the House could not’ ap-
point & temporary Chairman, :

Hon. Attorney General. -—0-~yea! thera
can be no difficzlty about that.

The House then adjourned until Monda.y
next at 12 o’clock, C.

Moxpu,‘ Feb. 25,
ILLNESS OF THE SPEARER. ' « .
The House was adjourned till 12 o’clook,
but were not'called to order till one; when
the Clerk of the House stated to Membora
present that-he- had received aa- mumation
from Ilis Honor the-Speaker that 'he ' would
not be able, in consequence of xllness, 0 at-

tend the House, |

The Attorney General waited on His Ex-
cellency the Lieut. Governor to acquaint‘him

with the fact ; and shortly after returned
with the information that His Excellency
would attend -to-morrow, at two o’clock, in
the Council Chamber, to authorise the House
to choose a Speaker pro tem. - - ‘
The House then . adjourned antil Tuesds.y

8t two o ’clock, | C..

—W—-——-—-

Tuespay, February 26th.

. TLLNESS OF THE SPEAKER. | . .
The House having met at 2, a. message
from his Excellency. the: Lieut, Govm‘nor was
soon after announced,and. . .. llniigoe
The-Gentleman. ‘Usher .of: the: Blaok Rod ’
apposred amhe bar and: ct&ted that’ his-Ezs
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oellenoy the Lieut. Governor commanded
the attendance of this House immediately in
the Council Chamber. ‘

The House repaired to the Council Cham-
ber, and having returned,

' Mr. Bailey proposed Mr. John C. Wade,
of Digby, as a fic and proper person to fill
the Chair of this House, until the present
Speaker should be enabled to resume the
duties of his office.

Mr. John Tobin seconded the motion ;
which being put by the Clerk, by open
vote, and no division called for, the Clerk
pronounced — ¢ The ayes have it,”’ and
Mr, Wade was declared duly elected, and
proceeded to the Council Chamber, where
bis Excellency having approved of the Speak-
er elect, the House returnea, and Mr. Wade
was led to the Chair by the Hon. Attorney
@Generaiand Hon. Provincial Secretary.

The Hon. the Speaker elect then said :

s‘Gentlemen—1 beg '0 offer you my grate-
ful acknowledgments for the honor you have
been pleased iv confer upon me, in electing
me to act as your Speaker during the in-
ability of your Speaker to attend the House
in consequence of his indisposition ; and
having assumed the office, I shall endeavor
to discharge its duties with impartiality and
firmness; to preserve the order and main-
tain ihe privileges and dignity of the House
g0 long as I shall continue in the chair.”

PATENT INVENTIONS,

Mr. Marshall asked leave to introduce a
bill to amend chapter 101 of the Revised
Statutes, relating to patent inventions. The
object of the bill was to throw open the
privilege to all persons of any country.

Mr. Marshall reported from the Commit-
tee ito whom were referred the petition of
Henry A. Gladwin and others, asking aid
towards supporting a House of entertainment
in o wilderness district, recommending that
£15 be granted to George Merry, Annapolis
county; £15 to John Nelson, Great Kastern
road, and £25 to enable him 10 erect & frame
house. The report was received and referred
to the Committee of Supply.

‘POST MASTER GENERAL.

Mr. Annand asked leave to introduce a
bill to repeal the second chapter of the Re-
vised Statutes which went to disqualify the
Postmaster (General from holding a seat in
the House. ‘

Mr. Marshall.—Although this bill pur-
ports to be a measure merely permit the
Postmaster General to have a seat in the
House if he ghould desire to obtain a con-
stituency; yet, sir, I cannot but regard it as
an entering wedge designed ultimately to not
only remove the disability imposed by the
present law, but to compel that -officer to
obtain a constituency. ‘ —

Mr. Annand.~-There is no such idea in
. contemplation; the bill merely removes the
. disqualification, and I should like to ask the.
honorable member for-Guysbhorough why the
Postmaster General should be excluded ¢

POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Fes, 26, 1856,

Mr. Marshall-~Then the Bill is only de-
signed to do a little mischief instead of a-
great deal. The law which it is designed to
repeal was introduced by myself; and, sir,
I had the pleasure to find that the Colouial
Minister was pleased to announce her Majes-
ty’s assent to that Act in commendatory
terms—for while the other measures which
were assented to by her Majesty at that time
are merely mentioned as having been ac-
quiesced by her Majesty without comment,
the Colonial Minister, in the measure whichI
had the honor to introduce, was noticed in
this way: ¢ Her Majesty has been graciously
pleased to assent to the truly Constitutional
Bill of the Loyal Commons of Nova Scotia, for
preventing certain publio officers from hold-
ing seats in this House.”” Now, sir, I do
think the Administration should be content
with the power they at present possess in this
House. It cannot be denied that the Depart=
mental Officers who now have seats on these
benches, sufficiently strengthen the hands of
the Government. For what reason, then, is
this Bill introduced? :Does the hongrable
member for Halifax desire to eject from office
an able and efficient officer? Is this only a
round-about-way of telling bim to walk out
of his office? If 80, I scarcely think it will
commend itself to the good seuse of honorable
gentlemen in this House. 1t has been. the
fashion, of late years, to quote the opinionsof
Colonial Sccretaries, and to argue upon these
opinions as though binding on us. Now,
although I am not disposed to accord unguali-
fied assent to all doctrines emanating from the
Colonial Office, I am yet of opinion that they
are entitled to some respect and consideration,
and it must be remembered that the Minister
who 8o eulogized the Bill to which I referred;
did not entertain opinions coincident with
those held by myself. I think, therefore, that
honorable gentleman would do weil to pause
before they agree to.support a measure of
this kind, so doubtful iz policy and so dange. -
rous in prineciple, - ‘ .

Honorable Attorney General had every
reason to believe that the gentleman who now
oceupied the position of Post Master General
wag, from his business habits: and practical
ability, eminently qualified to perform- the
duties appertaining to that office. The Go~
vernment had nothing whatever to do with -
the Bill or its introduction; it had been intro-
duced by the honorable membher for Halifax
on his individual responsibility, and. the Go~
vernment would either support or oppose it
as their judgment dictated.

Mr. Tobin was rather inclined to believe
that the Government were quite as well re~
presented in the House as they should be; to
increage the number of members of Govern -
ment who had seats in the House was, in:his
view, uuwise, and would not-operate benefi-
cially. ' The Postmaster had a.very extengive
power; he had a controlling influengeover:
every Post and Way-Office; Keeper inthedPro-
vince. That, however, was. not the timeuto: -
disouss the Bill. Upon its sggond readix
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aﬁer makmg hmself more thoroughly a0’
quainted with its nature and- supposed ope-
ration, he would be better propared to. express
& decided opinion upon it.

Mr. Annand explained that the Bill wag
not intended to compel him to become & De-
partmental Officer, witha seat in the House,
until the public necessities require it. By the
law, as it now stood, the Postmaster General
was prohibited from holding a seat. there,
and, in his opinion, this disability should be
removed. It was unwise to say to any intel-
ligent, well-educated man, that he should be

"debarred from becoming a representative of

the people. My honorable colleague says
that the Postmaster General has control over.
Post and Way Office Keepers; does he not
know that every subordinate in that Depart-
ment is eligible for ¢lection to a seat in this
House, while the Principal of the Department
is expressly excluded ? Should such a state
of things be allowed to continue ? He thought
not, ~ud was of opinion that the country
waulu sustain any movement which was
designed to remove this anomaly.

Leave was granted, and the Bill was read
a firs} time. ‘

Mr. Annand—1I have now, sir, to ask leave
to introduce a bill which may, perhaps, be
more distasteful to certain hon. gentlemen
than the last. It isentitled an act to amend
chapter 10 of the Revised Statutes, relating
to the vacation of seats. Now, sir, the ob-
jects of this bill are two-fold. First, it pro-
vides that, after a General Electlon, the Go-
vernment shall have authority immediately
tofill up any vacancy which mayoccur in the

Departmental Offices, between the dissolu-

tion of one Parliameut and the assembling of
& new on'j by the death or unseating of the
Head of the Department; and that the person
g0 appointed shall thereupon vacate his seat,
and, upon being re-elected, assume the duties
of his office. As the question now stands, no
appointment can take place between a disso-

Iution and the meeting of a new House, how-
ever much the public necessities may require
it; because the law makes it necessary that
the Writ for a new Election shall be. issued
only on the application of the Spea,ker and
the Speaker, with the remainder of the mem-
bers, having died with the House, it i obvi.
ous that no appointment can take place until
the meeting of the new House. Becondly—
It provides that, in the event of a mere
change from one Office to another of any two
of the Heads of Departments, it shall not be
necessary that either shall be compelled to
return to Lis Constituency, provided sach
change shall be made within one wonth. If,

for instance, it shall be found after 'the for-

mation of an Administration, after a General

Election, that the gentleman appointed to the -

office of Financial Secretary is better qualified
to perform the duties of Provincial Secretary,

and vice versa ; and that the public service -

.would be better subserved thereby,’ then it
would be competent for the GoYernment to
make nnch ~change without snbjectmg the
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INDIAN AFFAIRS

‘p&rtles to fhe expense and inconvemenca o
The alteration pro- .~

“6‘9‘

running & new Election,
posed I have borrowed from the Canadian
practice, where it has been found to be heces-
sary to the efficient working of the Respom
sible system.

Leave was granted, and the bill was read
a first time. ‘

INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Mr. Whitman stated that during the n.d.
journment of the House, thé committes on
Indian Affairs had met, and found thers
were claims which the Indian Grant could
not meet, Ome of these was from' Clare,
amounting'to £70 ; and another, from Hor-
ton, of something like £5 ; and the expen-
ditures were made for the support of sick
Indians. The committee thought that these
accounts should rather he referred to the
committee on Transient Paupers.

Mr. Dimock-—Surely Indians ca.nnot be
considered transient paapexs? 1hey were
born in the country.

Hon. Attorney General said it was quite
clear there would have to be an extra grant.
Whether that should be disbursed by the
Indian committee or that on Transient Pa.u-
pers, was matter of choice.

Mr. M. I, Wilking said it was qmte im-
proper to refer these accounts to the commit-
tee on Transient Paupers, because they wonld
be sure to be sent back ; as the rule of that
committee, fixed by thxs House, would ex-
clude all persons born in this province, a8
most of the Indians were, ‘

Dr. Tapper concurred,

Mr. Morrison offered some Buggestxons on
the subject.

Hon. Att. General considered that the only

way would be to refer the accounts back to
the Indian committee, because the House
wanted information from some quarter ag to
the necessity for an extra grant, and to-mo
source could they so fairly look for informa-
tion as’ to the committee charged with .the
investigation of the whole condmon of the
Indians.
" Mr. A. G. Archibald did not see a,ny diffi~
culty in the matter. The Indians of the pro-
vince were always considered a class apart
from transient or any other paupers. ‘All
the House wanted was the information the
committee could farnish, .

Hon. Attorney General—To refer it to the
Government would be entirely nugatory, be-
cauge all they could do would be to take the
amount out of the usual grant. The com-.

. mittee had better take the papers and report

what extra grant is required.

Mr, Whitman—If you relieve Indmns in
this manner, you will scon have all'in the g
province a burden on the treasury. -

Hon. Att. General—Tle hon. member can
report that difficulty among the other fea-
tures of Indian dxstress, rehef and econ-
omy.,

" Mr. thtman resumed oharge of the papern
to which he referred. '

vvvvv o
PR a a

=1 ‘ﬁu 4“.&

5l s s o W l';*‘»',.‘,;




o MINES AND
S .

Mr. McDonald presented s ‘petition from
certain merchants, ship owners, and others
jnterested in the trade of the port of Pictou,
praying the House nob to make any altera-
tion in the law relating to the remuneration
of pilots at that port. Referred to the select
committee appo.nted to consider the petition
of ,certajn of the inhabitants of the county

of Richmond, upon the same subject.

: PICRLED FISH.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command,
laid upon the table of the House returns
from the Inspectors of Pickled Fish for the
various counties for 1855.

SHERIFFS.
Hon. Provincial Becretary also laid on the
“table the liste of Sheriffs appointed since
81st March, 1848,

. MINES AND MINERALS.

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command
of his. Excellency, presented to the Fouse
copies of certgin despatches and corre _on-
dence relating to the mines and minerals.

" Hon. Attorney General said—The papers
which have just been laid on the table nre
of great importance, and involve largely the
naterial interests of this country. The lease
of August, 1826, transferred for sixty years
to the late Duke of York, all the ungranted
mines and minerals of this province, includ-
ing coals, copper, lead, iron, and even lime-
stone and slate. Within & few days after the
execution of this document, and in couse-
quence of an understanding previously had
by the Duke of York with Meésrs Bridge
and Rundell, these gentlemen became, on
the 12th September, 1826, the legal holders
_of this extensive grant. In 1828, the Im-
perial Government entered into a fresh
agreement with Messrs. Bridge and Rundell,
transferring to them the exclusive right to
work the reserved mines of 8ydaney and Pie-
tou—the consideration being the payment of
£3000 a year, and a royalty of 1s. per chal-
dron on all coal raised overand above 20,000
chaldrons ; and in this position did the res-

eotive parties stand up to the year 1845.

he treagury minute of that year increased
the quantity from 20 to 26,000 chaldrons,
and settled the question hetween the Win-
chester and Newoastle admeasurements, so
thet the association to whom Messrs. Bridge
spd.Rundell had assigned their rights were
entitled to raise in consideration of a rent of
£38,000 sterling, equal to £3,750 currency,
26,000 chaldrons Newcastle measure, equal
to. 52;000 Winchester, paying one shilling
per ohaldron of  the latter measure for any
excess, I have no ‘desire to deny that the
rights acquired; by the General Mining As-
sociation up to 1849 were intended to be
reserved to them by the Civil List Bill
passed in that year; by it we assumed the

. payment of the salaries of our owa officers—
t

- ¢ial Secretary, and other leading officers of
the Government, in’ exchange for a full sur,

e Lieutenant Governor, Judges, Provin-
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render of the'Crown Estate in ¢ur mines and
minerdls. We now standin thesame rela.
tive position with respect to that branch of
our industrial eapabilities, which™ the Crown
then occupied; by that bill we ucknowledge,
however unwillingly, the existence, and, it
may be said, the legality and validity of the
lease of August, 1826, and the agreement of.
1828 as binding on us. So the matter stocd
till the session of 1854, when it was discov-
ered that an agreement had been' entered
into by the Association and the éreditors of
the Duke of York with the sanctiun 'of the
Home Government in May, 1849, giving
amoug other things to these creditors.a
reyalty of ninepence sterling on every chal-
dron of coal, raised within the Province by
the agents of the Association, and providing
for the execution of new papers to catry the
arrangement into effect. This agreement
was unknown to us when we passed the
Civil List Act in 1849—and, as we contend,
injuriously affects our condition as & people.
Being in London in 1854 I accidentally dis-
covered at the Treasury that the surrender
of the old 'ease a new lease from the €rown
for the residue of the sizty years, and an
asgignment to the General Mining Associg=
tion had been prepared and were ready for
execution, requiring nothing to perfect them
but the sign manual of her Majesty. I read
these papers with the utmost attention, and
at once came to the conclusion that although
I was not armed with suthority from the
Executive Government or this Legislature,
it became me as a Novascotian to entér my
formal protest against the execution of docu-
ments s0 injurious to the Province without
the Legislature being first consulted. I écn-
tended that the Crown, after the passage of
the Civil List Act, had not the power to leage
or in any way interfere with the management
of the mines and minerals, unless with the
assent of the Government and Legislature 6f
this country. A meeting of the Solicitors
representing the Duke of York’s creditors,
the Association and the Crown, at which 1
attended, was heéld, and at that ‘meeting the
Solicitors of these creditors aud of the Agsoci-
ation,contended that my protest'should go for
nothiug, end that the Province of Nova
Scotia had no right to interfere with the
prerogative of the Crown. I begged to differ
with them, and now, sir, the Attorney and
Solicitor General of England to whom the -
question was formally referred have decided
that on the point of constitutional law I wits
right, and the opposing  Solicitors ‘were
wrong ; they have decided that the Crown
has not the power to graut a néw Tease, but,
in consideration of the equities, it is suggest-
ed that we should pass an act declaring that
these three papers shall be valid and bifd-
ing on. the Legislature and people 'of /thie
country. ‘Now, sir, while we must coxgede
that the Civil List Bill of 1849 acknowledged -
the existence, find, to a certain; exténi, I

b

cognised the validity of the leasé of At

- 1826,we must remember alsg that the Orown
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by sssenting to that bill, divested itself of
any right to exercise control and authority
over thosé inines and minerals which formed
the consideration for the agreement on which

that bill was founded. , g

In the assignment not only did the Duke
of York reserve to himself and now for
his creditors one-fcurth of the nett profits,
but it is further provided that if those profits
sbould at any time reach the sum of £30,000
sterling a year, in’ that contingenoy the
Duke of York waa to be entitled to one-third.
By an agreement then to which the Providce
ot Nova Scotiz is no phrty, which the Legis-
lature and Government of this country never
recognised,made between the General Mining
Association and the creditors of “the Duke of
York, we and our children are to be bound
for the next thirty years to pay to those
creditors 9d. sterling per chaldron, Winches-
ter measure on every chaldron of coal raised
—which reservation now yields between b
and £6,000 sterling per sonum. From the
year 1843 up to first of January, 1855, the
sum of £65,400 sterling has been paid into
the 8 per ceunts. in the mother oountry,
awaiting only the execution of these very
papers to be distributed among those credi-
tors who have no shadow of claim on the
resources and industry of this country. The
first of these papers is & formal ddcument
reciting the whole history of the legal trans.
actions connected with this question ~nume-
rous, involved and complicated as they are——
and ending with clauses by which theé pres-
ent holders abandon to the Crown ' the lease
of 1826 and all rights thereunder—so that
on the next day the Crown should granva
new lease in the same ample terms, convey-
ing, in fact, every thing but the soil we

tread on, as has beén so often complained of "

with regard to the lease of 1826. There is
some difference, too, between the lease of
1826, the agreement of 1828, and the contem-
plated lease ‘of 1856; by the agreement of
1828 a royalty was reserveéd upon all coal ex-
cepting such as was used in working mines or
smelting ores and minerals. By the Treas~
ury minute of 1845 that exception is done
away with, and the royalty is made to'extend
to all coal raised. In the new léase the
exception is again introduced to the-advan=-
tage of the Association, and to our injury.
Here, then, is a difference betweén these
documents and a difference favorable to the
Association, whick we can hardly be expesct.
ed to legalise, o

In conclusion, sir, I am not without hope
that we may be eunsabled to come to & unani-
1ou$ conclusion on this ‘subject; I can
siarcely tning that there is any party in
thie House prepared to advocate the passage
of the bill asit stands.’ These Voluminous
documents are well worthy the attention of
honorable gentlemen—after their contents
Buve become thoroughly understood, we may
b in a position ‘thi,s‘ti'g&egt; and . perhaps’ to
oirry ‘someé wudh just *and-'reasonable ‘dom.
promise as I suggested while in London, snd

e e P
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which Would plave the people of this'strititey
in a better position with rélation’ to *fheiF
mines and mineyaldthan they now cecupy~=
I have now to move ‘that these paperaibe
referred to the Committes 'on Mine§” wpd
Mines-and Minerals; and-it-may be’ thist the
Commiittee will report back to'the Hodde’ ax
address declaring thé' terins ‘on whidh' thid
House 'would be willing t6. define "anhd “mhké
valid ‘the ‘limited and just’ Tights ‘ot ‘the
@eneral Mining - Assooiation.  In'*treatin
this great question it will be_perocived] Mr
Speaker, that ‘1 have 'carefully ' dbsiained
from ‘siying one syllable that canprovoké
opposition, or raise any feeling that 'wotld
create irritation ‘or ‘retard a patriotic’and
equitable arrangement acéeptable td all para
ties, R
‘Hon. J. W. Johnston—I am very sorry
that the honorable and learned Attornay Ga.
peral has seen fit to go so much into'detail;
before honorable members have had an oppore
tunity of becoming acquainted with the coris
tents of theé documents’ to which' he 'has
adverted. I am happy, however, to find that
there is at least some hope of concluding this
vexed question; and the honorgble 'and
learned Attorpey General laid thé basis of
that hope when he declared that this question
shall be settled on a just, patriotic, and équi-
table basis, every consideration being’ given
to the rights bf all parties.’ I do not believé
that there is & man in'this House who'would
desire anything else. For my part all I dst
sire is that this question should be carefully
considered, and rationally and calmly debat:
ed. From the opening remarks of the honor.
sble and learned Attorney General, I’ aftiocte
pated the developement of some new fatits,
but I failed “to'“perceive "anything in hig’
remarks with which we were not previcusly
acquainted. The creditors’of. the Duke! ¢f
York received,K a. certain proportion of the
profits; they accepted a sum in commutation
of that, which I do net believe in'any wa

affected the rights of the country. "I undéf-
stood the homorable and learned: Attoriey
Genernl to say that an arrangement entéred
into after 1845, materially affected the pigsi-
tion of the Province in relation to the Genéral
Mining Association. cE
"Hon. Attoruey General—The honorable
and learned member for Annapolis ‘does Hot
quite apprehend the nature and ‘tendeéndy of
my remarks. ‘A very essential ‘differende
does exist between the lease of 1826 and the
ultimate arrangeient entered into' betwedn

cy . .
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. the creditors of the Duke of York and 'the

Association. The ides thrown out' by the
honorable and learned member ' is, that'- the
lease of 1826 gave dne-fourth of the profits,
and the gubsequent agreément was a'fnere

o H

commutation for a specific 9d. :
Hon. Mr. Johnston—Yes, that is my'ides. -
“Hon, Attorney General—By the Tedse™ of
1826@&61@3@ of gmé%}k?fgi th% m ‘
entitled, only to “one-foutthof ‘the Hrofits ™
Yo' datived Hiom woRking minéd st that:

unopened, byt the eubsequent agroemens

T
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gave to them 9d. sterling royaltyon all mines
opened and unopened, including the rezerved
mines of Sydney and Pictou, frora which lat-
ter, in fact, the whole revenne has been sub-
sequently derived. - When in England, 1
pressed the Solicitor of the Association to
jnform me how it came that the Mining Asso-
oiation had yielded this large concession to
the creditors of the Duke of York. I have
Jooked into the papers with the utmost care,
and have come to the conclusion that this
large sum, nearly £55,000, has been paid by
the Association to enable them to 23cape from
litigation and settle some intricate Chancery
suits. The effect of this must be apparent;
that nine pence per chaldron does not come
out of the Mining Association, but is paid by
pvery man 1o the Province whn purchases a
enaidron u* coal ‘

Hon. Mr. .Johnston--The honorable and
jearnea Attorney General has anticipated a
guestion wnien rose to my lips, as to the con.
mueration given by the creditors of the Duke
of York for tne royalty of 9d. The other
circumstances to which he has referred are
couateral to. snd arise out of, papers previ-
ouwsly 1a our possession. :

Mr, A. Arcenibald—We should have but
littie to do wiza the Mining Association or the
swmount 1ney pay to the creditors of the Duke
of York. provided that what they give away
duss not tail a8 & burden, weighing down and
erippiing tnis orauch of our industry, When

the neoors comes up from Committee, we'

- ghall thea ove 1n & position to take some defi-
pite soton on the informatior which these
papers auord.

Toe meveral documents laid on the table
were rererreda to the Committee on Mines and
Minerar. .

MILTON RAILROAD.
Mr. McLellan introduced a bill to incorpo-
rete the Milton Railroad Company.

VOTE BY BALLOT.

On motion of Mr. McLellan the House
went into committee of the whole to consider
the question of Vote by Ballot.

House in committee.

Mr. Dimock in the chair.

Mr. McLellan—I have moved the House
into Committee, Mr. Chairman, for the pur-
pos» of taking the sense of hon. members on
the following resolution :—
¢ Resolved—as the opinion of this com-
mittee~that the taking of the Poll by Ballot,
at elections for members to serve in General
Assembly, would lessen the evils of such
elections, and should in future be adopted.”

Now, Mr. Chairman, I think it will not be
disputed that if members will ke guided by
addition and subtraction—that is, fuirly
adding up the advantages and disadvantages
of every measure—subtracting the lesser
from the greater, snd acting according to
the balance, then they will always' go right
and never wrong. Trying this question by

.these rules, we find the following results on
‘the credit side of vote by ballot.  First, by

food
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_words to debtors are—**My money or your -
‘vote.’” ' This should not be, #ir,
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the new gyatem we find that the ‘majority is
the foundation on which the governments are
built; by open voting, bribery or fear may
make a majority, which will produce & go-
vernment composed of men made honorable
by bribery or mortgages 3 What can 'be ex-
pected of & building erected on such a rotten
foundation ? On the other hand, by the
ballot, you will have & pure election, the
true opinions of the people fearlessly express-
ed—a foundation resting on truth, and on
which & blessing may be expeoted. Second-
ly—Candidates are now frequently running
peck and neck— great excitewent is produ~
ced; and the novelty of seeing how differant
men vote, chains as it were our whole people
to the polls until the election is over, By
the ballot there is nothing to be seen to cause
excitement—nothing to induce any one to
stay. In the United States you may be
walking with & oitizen in the streets, and he
will say—*¢Excuse me & moment while I step
in here ;”* you hardly miss him until he is
with you sgain, and you afterwards ascer-
tain that he has been in to give his vote,
Truckmen stop their teams in the street and
step in to vote, and other persons vute as
they go to business or return to their meals.
There i3 no confugion or crowd. A stranger,
unless told, wonld never suspeet there was
an election going on, The same thing would
take place here if the ballot were introduced;
men would give their votes and proceed to

work. What an advantage this would be le

not only time, which is money, saved, but
bad feeling avoided, which excitement is
always sure to create. Thirdly—You had
better take a man’s money rather than his
peace of mind, How often does a man feel
most unpleasant at the very idea of voting ?
He respects both candidates, and would get
up in the dead of night or any hour to serve
either of them j in voting he must do vio-
lenge to his feelings, because he must appear
as an enemy to one, when he really is not.
Thela. ballot would very much alleviate this
evl

the present system, bribery will increase in
proportion as elections get more and more
warmly contested ; but the ballot will crip-
ple and reduce bribery toa very small figure,
if not obliterate it altogether ; becauseno
man will be fool enough to give much for
a vote without knowing whether he  would
get it or mot. Fifthly—Go now into our
country villages before an election, and “you

“will find the people living in peace and har-

mony like brethren who love to dwell ‘toge-
ther ; return after the election and you will
find nothing but discord and contention,
families divided, friends estranged, bad'feel-
ing reigning everywhere. Give us the ballot
and you will find every one the same after
an election as before. Sixlhly—I believe in

many places the rich run rough-shod over

the poor. .

I am informed that in some copn-
ties during a canvas,

the unmistakeable
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ballot will cure the evil, and sweep away the
disgrace. . Any man that has property, and
uses it fairly snd honestly will have a feeling
created in his favor, .and he is sure to get
under the ballot all that he is entitled to ;
but should we adhere to & system that gives
~ the wealthy man power to get votes by using
his means arbitrarily and oppressively
against his poorer neighbour? Seventhly—
Qur elections have & great tendency in some
counties to cause a sudden pressure in the
money market. Debtors who wete told be-
fore the election to take their own time for
payment are told quite a different story after
it is over; in fact the pressure is so urgent as
frequently to require & Court for the prose-
oution of suits. The ballot would cure this
evil, and leave money quite as plenty after
the election as it wuy belore. Eighthly—We
have been told that truck-men, milk-men,
and mechanics, have been turned out of em-
ploy for not voting to please their masters.
The ba'lot would prevent that. JNinthly—It
' is said that men are chosen not so much for
their fitness for office as for the way they
voted, The ballot will cure all that ; be-
cause governments and oandidates cannot
say who are and who arenot their voters, and
much time of this House will be saved, and
many angry discussions avoided, about dis-
missals from office on political grounds.  So
much for the credit side of the question in
favor of the ballot. On the debtor side it
could only be said that voters would be able
to use deception, and make candidates believe
that they were going to vote for them, when
they were not.  This is an evil, to be sure ;
but after all more imaginary than 1eal.
I see the hon. and lesrned gentleman from
Pictou (Mr. Wilkins) smile ; but I ask that
gentleman if an elector in Pictou who voted
against him at the last election had pretended
he was going to vote in his favor and then
ballot for his opponment, what great harm
would that do? The votes on the poll book
would remain the same—there would be no
difference, and the breach of faith could not
be called a public evil—but merely a private
affair between the candidate and: voter,—
Now, Mr. Chairman, when thissingle ob
jection is placed in contrast with the nine
golid advantages I have recounted in favor of
vote by ballot, I think Lon. gentlemen round
these benches must have grown rather rusty
in addition and subtraction, if they ‘do - mot
gee that the balance is very largely in favor
of the ballot. I trust they will be.convinced
as I have been and vote for this resolution.
Hon. Mr. Johnston enquired whether the
honorable gentleman had any bill prepared;
because, although members generally might
be prepared to vote for the prineiple, some
machinery was necessary to carry it out.
Mr. McLellan—If the resolution pass, I
shall move for a Committee to prepare a bill.
Mr, Whitman—If the system of Ballotis to
‘be carried-out; I suppose it will be admitted
-that Registration will' have, to,accompany, it.
[ sbould like to have some details; to- know

VOTE BY
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the expense; whether -it would be so enor
mmlls a8 to preclude.the adoption of the prin-
ciple. . o
pHon. Mr. Johnston considered that this
question had been partly answered by the
honorable member already., For himself he
was in faver of the principie, but would have
been better satisfied if the honorable member
had laid on the table some sketch of how he
meant to carry out his measure. L
Mr. Tobin was opposed to the principle be-
cause he was aware of its pernicious effects.
It was made use of, in many countries, to
subserve the interests of Secret Societies,
Thus it was with the neighboring States,
which were only saved from being prostrated
to that pernicious influence by the noble
State of Virginia, which held their elections
as we did, by open voice. What man was
there, in the form of man, that would hesi-
tate to come up before his fellow men, and
give his vote for the candidate, to whom
he gave his choice, instead of giving & secret
vote in accordance with this new-fangled
theory, now sought to be engrafted on our
Provincial institutions. Co
Hoi. Mr. Johnston denied that the system
was new-fangled in this Province, for our
own citizens held their elections under it.
The system of open voting had. its advan.
tages; butthe balance, he thought, was very
much in favor of the ballot. o
Mr. McLelian—It is very easy for gentle-
men like the honorable member for Halifax,
(Mr. Tobin), who have no debts hanging
over their heads that they cannot pay withe
out injury, to talk about coming up to_the
Poll, and boidly declaring who they vote for.!
But, sir, it is quite a different thing with the
man whose independent vote may be. the
means of turning his family out of doors, and
casting himself into prison. This sir, cannot
be called & new question. It has been advo-
cated long before our day, and it 18 rather an
unfortunate move to quote the. example of
the United States against the Ballot, when
nine-tenths of that intelligent people declare,
by their use of it, that it is the most fit and
proper mode of taking the Poll at Electiuns.
New Brunswick® had a better opportunity
than we have of observing the operation .of
the Ballot in the United States, to which
that Provinee joins; and our own brethien
there were so pleased with the 'principle thag

they have engrafted it on their own instilu.

tions. Human nature has been mentioned;
and that teaches us that the Ballot is sound
in theory and practice. .Nature has given us
the power of thought and speech, separately;:
doubtless to enable us to conceal such
thoughts as would 'do evil if made knowa, |
Those who say * Let all come boldly out and
vote a3 they please,’’ to be consistent .must
go farther, and say ¢ Let the thoughts of
every man’s heart be proclaimed to the world
also.’’ In that case, sir, all saviety would:be
destroyed; men could nof live together; and
what.applies.to other thoughts 8130 applies to
s ohioice in voting. That is his seoret,
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and should remain so. It has been said by
somebody that if a company of gentlemen
diriing together only knew the thoughts pass-
ing in each other’s breasts, they would run
for their lives, as they would run froma gang
of highwaymen and robbers. (Laughter.)
The honorable- member for Halifax seemed
horrified at the idea of the Ballot for the
people; but he was not & bit frightened the
other day; when the officers of the House
were olected in that matter. If his humane
snd generous emotions were protected by the
use of that prineiple, how can he deny to the
péople the ssme means of preventing their
feelings being put to the rack and torture ?

. "Mr, Hyde.~I am glad to find my honor-
able colieague copying from nature. It
makes him eloquent. With reference to the
resolution on the table, sir, I rise to give it
my hearty concurrence and support. I feel
that: we have been sent here to advocate the
rights and extend the privileges of the peo-
ple,and that we should stretch out our hands
fo> the protection of our poorer population
in the independent exercise of their elective
franchise; we ought to give them in reality
that independence of which we hear 8o much
within these walis, I believe that many

raons have not heretofore given their votes
af their censciences dictated-—having been
restrained by pecuniary and other influ-
ences, and I believe that this Bill will set
sll men free to vote'as they please. That is
enough for ‘me, sir, and I glall record my
votein its favor. ‘

- Mr. Morrison.—1I shall oppose that resolu-
tion, sir, aad: for one of the very reasons
given' by the - honorable member for Colches -
ter in support of it. He argues that a man
who is in debt to another will not vote as he
wishes, because he is afraid that his property
will be destroyed, and himself subject to per-
geoution. Now, sir, it is a fact that in the
United States where the system of the ballot
provails, every voter i3 known as well as if
he voted in the British mode so happily
recognised among us; Yes, sir, I have heard

the voters counted by tens, and scores, and -

80'it would be in Nova Scotia. What then,
would be its operation in a country like ours,

where 1t would be impossible for men to .

give secret votes and keep the mame on their
ballot from being discovered? Most men
oan tell by @ man’s eye how he voted or in-
tends to vote.. The poor debtor's vote would
assuredly become known, and what would
his rich oreditor say # ¢ Ah! I know how
that tman voted, but the public don’t know
how that I know it—-and I’ll fix him-—I’ll
punish him for it;"* and if any man should
ask if howse distressing him because of an
adverse vote, his reply would be, *Of course
fot—how do I know how he voted?”” But if
the man  had given his vote. openly, his
_ereditor would not ‘dare, in the fice of the

world to destroy and prosecute him, or if he
athising public would rush %o his-
relisf. ‘[ shall vote sgainst the vesolution,
*"Mt, Charles .T Cn.gtpb‘cl&&‘-{m averse,

pudTty Ay
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Mr. Chairman, to hasty end ‘continual
changes in' the constitution of the country;
being of opinion that we should. give.onr
present institutions a fair trial before bring-
ing others into existence which may not
work so well. ' I must’' express my surprise,
t0o, at the expression of the honorable mem-
ber from Londonderry, to effect that therejs
5 great scarcity of money after an election.
It may be so where he lives, sir, but I assure
him and the House that such is not the case
in other parts of the Province-—~no such dif
ference prevails in the county of Vietoria,
and I should be ashamed to cast such an'im-
puation upon any other electoral district-—
township or county. I.do. mnot.believe the
aspersion is deserved, and- therefors I shall
vote agninst the resolution. e

Hon, B.Wier~I once did entertain a rather
favorable opinion of the Ballot, Mr, Chair~
man, but, after mature deliberation, looking
at the experience of other countries and. the

" enlarged liberties we now possess, I have

come to the conclusion that the open vote is
the right vote. The argument that a poor
man may be persecuted for his vote, L do not
attach much weight to; such cases would be
of very rare occurrence. There is something -
in the human breast which requires the inde.
pendent exercise of & man's consoience, .even
though it may be agoainst him who admires it,
and to whom the voter may be under. obli-
gation. Now, suppose I was going to be.a
Candidate for Election, and were to say tomy.
servant ** John, I expeet you to vote for me.’”
s Oh yes,”’ he replies, and straightway goes
off, and puts a card in the ballot box for my
opponent. Now, this is supposing the argus
ment of the opposite side to be correct, and
that the shackles of kindness er of interest
are to be stricken from the heart and the
hands of & voter, 80 that he may ballot as he
pleases. What follows? Whatdid youmake
of him? A hypoorite and a liar! The
benefits you argue from the Ballot can' only
be had at the expense of demoralizing your .
population. ‘A man that wants to vote in
secret is not worthy to have a vote, from-the
very fact that he wants to practise decaption.
No honest man should hesitate to come to the
poll manfully, and give his vote. -Bat sup.
pose corruption were practised-—it is ‘more,
feasible under the Ballot than wunder -our
present system. Think you there would be
nobody at the polls watching . the cards
dropped into the boxes, their color or shape?
Yes, sir; every voter would be as well known
a8 now, but dishonesty would be more prevas -
lent. I believe we have now in this souniry
all the freedom we can rationslly enjoy; snd
that, if you introduce the Ballot, you will
destroy the independence thas hasexisted and
ought to continuein this Legislature. Under
the Ballot, [ believe the best men would:not
be sent to this Legislature, but the woss.gin«
ning, trioky,and unprincipled. Iaw wowill.
ing to make any more-alterasion in.our Eleo-
tion Laws, -at present. When the .pacplé
oome up sad ask for this-change;  we,-ahouid
B L I I I SRR
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be prepared to give it to them; but I do mnot
believe the people of Nova Scotia.desire to-
follow in the Know-Nothing system of 'the
United States. ' I believe our people' seck to
be free from that;.and, theretore, 1 shall vote
against the resolution. L

Mr. Chambers.—Before the question is
taken, sir, I must express the grounds of my
dissent from the views propounded by the
honorable member for Halifax, He seems to
take it for granted that evéry man under
the present system exercises independently
that privilege which is the birthright of
every British aubject. That may be very fine
in theory, but'is it so in' practice? On ‘the
contrary, sir, that at the last elections
corruption and bribery prevailed to an' ex-
tent that requires some check by law, and [
believe if the-resolution of the honorable
member for Londonderry be adopted, it will
have the desired effect. I can recollect, Mr.
Chairman, when such & thing as bribery was
never thought of ; but under the largely
extended franchise we have now, wu must
expect corruption to creep into all our coun-
ties and townships, too, because from one it
must extend to another, aud I should de-
plore the existence of such an evil in the
county of Hants. 'Buppose, now, for exam-
ple, two men weat cut to’carvas & county,
snd one of them asked & man for hisvote,
The elector would 'tell "him in plain terms
that hie would vote for him if he would give"
him s0 much. ) :

Mr. Whitman,—Let the honorable member
confine himself to his own ecounty, and not
cast imputations on others.

Hon, Mr. Johnston.—~Presuming this is
in Hants county, what does the candidate
say! ‘

Mr. Chambers—An unprincipled man at
present might give the bribe;-but if the
ballot were in existence he would say—*¢No,
[ won’t trust you, because if my opponent
were to coms along and give a dollar more,
you would vote for him.’* ‘

Hon. Mr. Johnston—Yes! but what did the
Candidate actually reply at the last Election,
~what did you say to the Voter? (Roarsof
Laughter.) ' IR ‘ ‘

Mr. Chsmbers—If the honorable and
learned member will kindly initiate us-into
the mysteries of the late election for Annapo.
lis, I shall be happy to enjighten him about’
the county of Hunts, ' (More Laughter.) 1
believe, sir, that the system of vote by ballot
is the right system, that it will correct many
evils which exist now, and prevent the jossi-
bility of corrupt influences at elections. ' I
am, therefore, prepared -to vote for it. )

Mr, Esson -1 hope the honorable wmember
for Hanté® does not intend to insalt the whole
Province of Nova Sootia' by-intimating that
every voter can be bribed ! At all events, I
oan assure him that iv eannot be ddne in
Halifsx. 'The’ time has gone past for such
influences, and the Lédger can no longer be
sramimeéd down & man’s throat; on the con-
Wrary, 49 regards tweronntile transactions, the

I
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advantage is now recognized to be as much on.
oLg side.ag.on the other, - R
“ Mr, Marshal——1 believe that bribery is no¢
very common throughout, vhis, country; bug
that won’t convince me that there have not
been some pretty large bargains made in this

same virtuous city aud county of Halifax. ' I
have heard of the salé of a barrel of fluur for
seven pence halt-penny; and of & counter
sale by another party, who gave two barrels
for seven pence half-penny.—(Laughter,) =

Hon. Solicitor G:neral—This reminds me,
Mr. Chairman, of a story [ heard, whick ‘0ge
curred in oae of'the upright and incorruptible
States, where the ballot system reigns in fulil'

~ vigor and security. One of ihe-Candidates,

wishing to secure the support of an influens
tial Biucksmith, sent his horse to bé shod one
morning, and requited his skill and industiy
with the payment of £100. 'The other Cae'
didate hearing of the fuot, sent his horse also,
to be shod; accompanying his order with:
£100, also. The first one got wind of this,
and suddenlydiscovered thiat his hotgea” Khiges:
did not fity she corks were too long, the hind’
hoofy interfered, and the nails were not:drive
en right. (Laughter.): He starts off-hig
groom; all the sboes must be removed and.
put on agasin—another £100. The Black-
smith went up and voted for the £200- man,’
The other accosted him, and asked him 'if he
did not know him? * Yes,”” said the Blaok«
smith, *“I 'think I've seen you betore.’®"
** Don’t you recolléct shoeing my horse, this
moraing 2’ *¢0! yes,”’ replied the smith,
‘ but tne other man had his shod twice.'*
(Roars of Laughler.) = Now, sir, my opinion
is' that where bribery is resorted to, it will
flourish a9 suceessfully under vote by Bullot
as it oin under our present system, which,
has the advantage of being more manly, and’
more in accordance with the spirit of British-
freedom. The man who gives: money for- &
vote will take good care that he gets what he
paid for; and will assure himself of the fiot’
either by ‘a colored ticket, or some other of
the numerous artifices which such men ate
ever ready to resort to; and, if a man’s vote
is coerced by .a creditor, he is just as likely to
wvote on the best side, after all.. I do-not
think this indovation is needed at.the present -
time, with our-free institutions, under which -
every male in the country, 21 years of age,’
has & voice'in our legislation, aid in controls
ing the Government. - 'Lhere'are no pétitions
on the table asking for this' ohange, The
Ballot has often been spoken'of through the™

country, and; if-the people required it; thef

would not be content with sileut indifference, "
T'he people do not desire it, and therefode I
shull vote againet it -~ o . i

Mr. MoKeagney—Mr, Chairman,; I'do not '
like' to give a 'silent vote on this question: As-
it is o new experiment in legisiation, I think-
we ougut to pause. First, sir, it is un-Hog<
lish; and, before we introduce an innovation
of this kind, we should be certain iv wik' ‘be
better than what we have got. ' Iy is xiatural:
for man, &ir, to prefer sseing lis fajuw;b‘*efxgg, '
oo . Con “‘ o A et %yv'ziryiﬂi”
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right as a freeman and o

.3

I, stile or friendly, according to the prompt-
ings of his hesct,., Disguised hostility is &
detestible thing; and, when & man has a
friend, he likes to feel his bosom glow with
kindred warmth towards him. I am not
prepared to say much on this resolution, the
subject is comparatively new to me, and has
come upon me unawares, But, before we
receive it, I wish to know what are its
adjuncts? Where its details? How is it to
prevent deception being practised on the
people? In short, what are we to receive in
exdhange for our present system? Every in-
siitution on earth must haveits imperfections;
were it not so we should be more than human
beings, I presums the Ballot will have its
evils, I pause, therefore, before I can assent
to it.

"Mr. McLellan—-The honorable and learned
member for Sydnéy complains that there are
no details to the resolution; but, of what
possible good would details be to him, when
he declares he is going to vote against the
principle? The honorable member for Hali«

fax, {Mr. Wier), tells us about these awful

Know Nothings, and the evil they do under
the Ballot; but, surely, he must know they
could do the same by vpen voting; besides,
we have none here, and are not likely to have
any. Itis pleasing to find that not & single
argument has been raised against the Ballot
in detail, all objections are in general terms,
mere declamation; bad results are sure to
happen, but nobody csn tell how. The
horse-shoeing story told by the honorable the
Solicitor General, was in favor of the resolue
tion; it happened iu open voting, and could
not have happened under the Ballot; and,
surely, the honorable member does not mean
to say that coercion is right because, a man
may, perchance, e forced to vote for the
Candidate whose labors will most benefit the
country ! I Lave becen amused to hear
gentlemen talk of the real Simon Pure elec-
tions, and to mark their astonishment at any-
tuing wrong having ever taken place under
the present eystem, It reminds me of o story
gome old people used to tell, of innocent
Abigail, o girl whose mother asked her, one
night, whether she kpew there had been a
young man in her bed-room. ** Why yes,
mother,” said she, ** I think Idid see a brase
button during the night, but I could nos help
that, and, for the lifs of me, I can’t think
what any man came here for.”’ ! (Roars of
Laughter.) ‘

Mr. Hugh Monroe—>Mr, Chairman, I waj
not in when the motion of the honorable
member tor Colchuster was introduced; bat,
it appears to me that we Lave arrived at &
epoch in the history of this Province, when it

is impossible for 'us longer to remain without,

the registration of Electors and vote by Bal.
lot, I'wish, sir, to see every man enabled to
come up to the Poll, and exercise his birth.
3riton. (Hear,
hear.) Does he do it now? No,sir! We
have monopolies in the country, monopolies

thot control the free spirit of & large number
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of men, and prevent ‘them from’ exervising
the Elective Eranchise with’ ﬁhe’fregdbpﬁgqf
choice which ought to characterize and govard
go sacred a privilege. Give us vote by Bal.
lot, and you will soon see changes beneficial
to the country at large. I happened to enter
the House just as the honorable and learned
Solicitor General was speaking. I know he
cannot vote for the Ballot; but, sir, I shodld
be proud to be turned out of xy seat to-mor
row, by the operation of that iree and pure
system; because I should then know, free
from the uncertainties which attach to an’
open vote, that I was not the choite of the
people, but that, in the majesty of their will,
they had sent . more aotive, & more able, &
more worthy man in my place. ~ Give us the
Ballot, and then you will have men here who
are the choice of the ‘people—men in whom
they confide their tiust—without which” no
man can make & good, honest, and wise Lé«
gislator. @ive us the Ballot, and every man,
however poor in purse or c¢rushed in spirit,
can vote as he thinks will promote the intex,
ests of his country, without caring for friend-
or foe. That, sir, is the true gystem; the’
present is o slur upon the country. I 'shall
vote for this resolution if I were to stand
alone. ' R
Mr, Mortison, - [ have listened wluh
much pleasurg to the cloquent remarka
which have just fallen from the hon, niem-
ber for Victoria; but [ carnot agree with’
him, sir, in the opinion that we should be’
more likely to get the better men heire
under the batlot than under the preent
system. 1f we look to the Uniled Staies,
we do not find his doctrine verified; {or we
know that four of the most prominent,
talented, and distinguished stalesman of
that ccuntry—men who bad risen fo g
world-wide fame,went down inio the grave
one after tha other, without having ocgu~"
pied iie Presidential chair. 1 itend ho
disparagement to the men who have occuy
pied tuat position, but the prominem: indis.
viduals whom tne world marked out’for
that honor, are koown to all of us. fi1s,
said, sir, that individuuls bolding morts.
gages, and other claims on poorer ‘men .
may unfairly press- themselves or friends
into this Assenibly; but I believe the gase,
is otherwise; and that mauy a man lag,.
lost a seat on these red<benches, lecause.,
he brought monéy or mouey-~influences to
bear. If you could passa law Lo improve
the principles of the people, and. banigl
wickedness from the laund, that would be &
taugible benefit ; but 1 do think sceret,
voting would do more harm than, geod.,
The honorable member for Victoria expatis,
ated largely on the nobleness. of a.mapy
being able under ‘the ballot te voig hikegs
Briton or. a Novascotian,,, Sir,.he  wanit,
%lwg. fﬂﬁ

can, and none of us would gdehadmire -

“that,  Some gentlemen talk dbout bribery.

1 do not think it prevails to any moderate
extent, 1 confess that afler my friends
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promised”me his vote one évening, came to
me the next morning.and sajd, ¢“Morrigon,
can't you give me a. barrel of flour,—I
think I' could get one.for my vote.”” My
answer ‘to him was one of indignation.
# No, sir, if you cannot vote for me withs
out that, you ‘may vote for whom. you
please.’” 1 told him where he might get
flour, and that mao came and voted for me,
although I refused him his request. .
“Mr. Munro wonld remind the honorable
gentleman of one or two things which he
appedred to have forgotten, He secws to
have entirely overlooked Hammond’s
Plaing, and to have forgoiten thatin past
years it has been openly avowed that the
electors in that district have been pur-
chased and re-purchased. over and over
egain. If the honorable gentleman will
deny that 1 have nothing more to ray on
_ the subject. 1 have heard, sir, that not
many years ago, indeed no later than the
last election, large sums were expended to
buy these votes over, 1 would like to ask
that honoreble gentleman if a. system so
subversive of the liberty of the pcople
could have existed under th2 ballot system.

Mr. Eeson said—1 am astonished, Mr.
Chairman, 4t some of the remarks made
by the honorable member for Vicioria,
When he ventures to charge home upnn
the constituency of ‘Halifax acts so flagm
rent, { canvot permit his remarks to pass
without reply. As the representative of
the county of Halifax, I beg leave in the
most unqualified terms to deny: that this
constituency or any portion of themn were
bought over at the last electicti, Nay,
more, sir, I assert without fear of contra.
diction; that no undue influence was used,
nor was violence or intimidation resorted
to in order to procure the return of those
who now represent the couniy and town-
ship of Halifax,

Mr. Munro.—The bonorable member for
the county of Halifax surely knows me too
well to believe thai I intended any per~
sonal reference to him.- 1 meant my re-
marks to apply generally.

Mr. Esson.~—1 can say in all truthful-
ness, that not one shilling was expended
by myself or my colleagues to obtain the
vote or influence of a single elector.

Mr. Munro.— Was none expended by the
opposition candidates? |

Mr. Esson would not answer for them.
(Laughter ) ‘ ‘ o

Mr. Tobin.—1 only wish to set the hon-
orable member for Victoria right. 'If he
looks back to the histery of the colored
population, he will find that they were tm-
ported here from another country by the
British Government ; 'they were forced on
usand we have been obliged to maintain

them. This climale is pot suited to thew ;-

they were brought from a’ southern and
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had induced me to. loﬁ‘aﬁr for the northern
- district~of Colchester, ong-man who had-

thrown ignorantand shelterless on a northe

‘ern-shore.; lsit“to be wondered at them

that we find them paupers and “ignorant;
some. of them, it is true, are.capable.of
earning their own livelihood, but, the. mas.
jority of them cannot. 'The city of Halifax
bears the largest proportion of 'the burthen
of their support.' Is it matter of surprise
then, that these unletiered and poor people
should have but a meagre idea of. their
franchise and be hardly able to understaud
the nature of the privilege with which the
law has clothed them. L o

Mr. Wilkins—I agree with the pictare
which the honorable and learned gentleman
has drawn of the condition of these pgor pere
sons. Would you, then, deprive them of the
opportunity of disposing of the only commo.
dity which they have for sale? (Laughter.)
The honorable ‘member - for Newport has
inveighed ngainst the system of perinitting
the Mortgagee to vote for thg Mortgagot,
And why not? I ask him which-is the
greatest ovil, for the Mortgagor to vote for
the man who had supplied him with .modey
to relieve his necessities, or to take his oath
to vote for his friend, vote against him, and,
by means of the Ballot, rest' secure that his
fraud cannot be detected? - . < v s

Mr. Esson—I travelled in the United States
not long since, and it was there currently
reported that, had it not been for the Ballot,
the Know Nothing nuisance, that has dis.
graced the Union for such & length of time,
would never have existed. IERE

Mr. Whitman—This has not been &"lost
debate, whatever the decision to which the
House msy arrice. We have been told there
is but one constituency open to the charge'of
bribery and corruption, and that is the
county of Hants. (Laughler.)

' Mr. Chambers—The honorable member for
Annapolis should be careful how he misre
resents any honorable gentleman in this
ouse. I did not assert that the constituen
oy which I represent, and which I asgert to
be a8 pure and incorruptible as any in the
country, not even excepting that represented
by the honorable member himself, Wwas opeén.

to'that charge. Sir, my remarks were intend-

ed to apply generally; Icame here to tell-the
truth, and not to smother it; perhaps the.
honorable gentleman intended to eccupy him.
self differently. Sir, we know well thnt the

‘influences of weaith and position do operate

at elections; we know well that this is a grow-
ing evil, and demands the interposition of the
Legislature. S

Hon Mr, Johnston—I concur in the opine

‘ion of the honorable member for Hants, but I

must answer for Annapolis, there i3 no.such
operative power there; there is no patronage -
exeroised there but Government patronage,
(Laughter.) Bat, sir, I do believe with: the
honorable member for Newport, that, this.is .
a grest and growing evil, which, if permitted
to extend, cannot fail to sap the.very vitals
of our Constitution, . I Judge, sir, that where -

o
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open voting is, there the principles of the
human heart and the operating influences
which control it, will give birth to these evils.
If, sir, the evil does not exist, expunge your
oaths for bribery, &e., and do not put it in
the power of any person toinsult the poor
voter by asking him to swear that he has not
been bribed. For thece reasgons, sir, I shall
vote in favor of the resolution.

The-question on deterring the bill being
here taken, was agreed to 22 10 19—major-~
ity ol 4 against the ballat,

The House then adjourned. C.

. Wmnmsmf, Feb, 27,

OUSTOMS FEES,

The petition of Samuel Murphy was refer-

red to the committee already appointed on
the regulation of Sheriff’s fees.

MEDICAL ATTENDANOE,

- D Tapper, from the committes on Tran.
sient Paupers, brought to the notice of the
House the petitions of dootors Weeks and
Dennison, of Newport. The petitioners set
forth that the claimy made were for services
rendered to injured labouvers, principally
those who had been working on the railroad;
and for which they had veceived no compen-
sation. The amount altogether was £102
17s. 8d.. The. petitioners set forth that a
numhber of these cages were of fractured
limbs, involving much labour ; he had no
doubt that the services were rendered, and
faithfully, but not to.the parties ag tran-.
sient paupers. Many of the persons belong-
ed to Nova Scotia—some to New Brunswick,
snd sorme to other countries.
gest to the Hnuse, sir, the propriety of the
sppointment of a special eommittee to en-
quire into and report upon these claims.
As a profesgional man, I would not deal nig-
gardly or pargimoniously with claims of this
gort, because I know full well that charges
made have been well earned ; and the ser-
vices of medical men are very often given for
nothing, and even medicines paid for out of
their own pocke’. We should be very glad
to consider these claims, but are forbid by a
resolution of the House ; and if they are re-
ferred back to the Trausient Pauper com.
mittee, we ghall be reluctantly obliged to

tkrow them out. - . ]
‘Hon, 'Attorney General —This is a case
exactly analogous to the case before the
House yesterday ; and what the Houss want
regpecting it is the fulldst'information. The
bést source to derive-that information from
is.the'committee before whom the petitions
bhave béén ;I therefore think the learnsd
chairmah should resume charge of them, and
report the facts fully, to
s just decision, -~ ' ‘
Mr. ‘Chamibers spoke ini favor of the appli«

oation, and stated from ' liis ‘own krowledge

i

.| his convietion of thejustice-of the claims. . '

©__ Dr. Brown thought the petition absard.
“He had to attend 80 or 40 gratis cases every
- year, and was content to make 1o charge. -

-

o
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[ would sug-

guide the house to
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Mr, Chambers replied. .~ "
* Dr. Tupper said that the very faot.stated
by the hon. membet for Horton, that he was
obliged to'attend o many cases every year
where there wag no railroad, was o suffioient
argument in favor of considering the claims
of professional gentlemen who were pressed
upon by extraordinary. accidouts. in conses
quence of our extending public works. .Dr,
Tupper also pressed the olaims of a_doctor
who had given services in the township of
Unincke. o T
Mr. Dimook advocated the olaims of the
prefessional men of Newport. ‘ ‘
Hon. Attorney General considered that the -
only way to come at a wise deoision was to
instruct the committee to report specially ¢n
this case, . !
Dr. Brown.—If these men are transient
paupers, not belonging to the Provinee, their
claims come here ; if not, they should be
liguidated in the county where they reside.
Dr. Tupper resumed charge ofthe petitions,
to report specially. '

ACCOUNTS—ROAD DAMAGES,

Hon. Mr. Locke, by command, laid on th’e‘
table of the House accounts for advertising;

"y

_&lso, claims for Jand damages, for alterations -

on the main post road. ‘ o
Hon. Mr. Johnston suggested the necessity
of smending the law relating to land dama-

ges on the railway route.

/  SCHOOL AND LAND RETURNS,

Hon. Provincial Secretary, by command,
laid on the table the School Returns for the -
county of Hants ; also from the St. Franois
Xavier College, Antigonish ; and from the
Normal School at Truro. Also, the Report-
of the Commissioner of Crown Lands. ' :

LIQUOR LAW. .

Dr. Brown presented petitions from Horton .
for the Prohibitory Liqnor Law, signed by
bogi Iait)lies a,;{ld gentlemen. S

‘Mr. Dimock, ditto—one signed b;
dies, and another by 172 geilgr,leinen?‘mg I&T:I

Mr. Campbell, of Victoria, presented peti-, ;
tions of the same character ; aud another for
a Light House at Bras d’Cr. A

Dr. Webster—nPetition from ladiesand gen- ..
tlemen of King's County, in favor of the-,
Prohibitory Liquor Law, ~ .. =~ . "7

Mr, Chambers, from 400 or 500 of his,,
constituents, to the same effect. 'In'looking
over the petitidn, he 'saw so many ladies" .
names that he would feel bound to ‘give his '
support to their prayer. .- T T

Mr, Robicheau presetited petitions from ©
various parts of Digby, among others, the "
towaship of Hillsborough, in favor of a Pro."
hibitory Liquor Law. b ER

STEWIAUKE BAILROAD RQUTE, ,, . . -»

Mr. Annand.—Petition numerously signedis

o

'by the inhabitants of Stewiacke, proyingthat:::

the route of the railroad might be diréoted - -

through the valley of that river, ag the shiopt-~.

est and most eligible, o
Mz, A: G, Archibald hoped tha
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lest consideration would be vouchsafed to the
petition just:read ; and that the best lize
should be selected, with reterencs. ¢ .the, in.
terests of the whole province, without refor-
ence to sestional feelings. e

Hon, Mr. Johnston thought that whataver
the House might do with the petition, the
question would have ta,find its way back to
the Railway Commissioners at last.

Mr. Wier did not think the petition should
have found its way here at all, ‘

Mr. Wier explained. .

Mr M. L Wilklns —You will have 1o send
your Committee to Stewiacke to examine the
route, and then'you will have to gend them
to school to learn engineering.

The petition wag referred to the Railway
Committee, '

SHIPPING.

Mr. Whitman moved for returns of

ping owned in the Province.
PRIVATE BILLS,

Hon. Attorney General moved that Mp.
McDonald be substituted for his Honor the
aoting Speaker, as Chairman of Committee
on Private Bills; passed nem con.

A large nnmber of Bills were read a second
time, and referred tv Committee on Private
Bills, S

CENSUS, ‘

Mr. Wilkins—Mr. Speaker, the Revised
SBtatutes provide that a Census should be tak.
en by the Sheriffs during the ensuing sum.
mer. I am dssirous of ascertaining how
many have left the Province since the 1st of
January, 1848; the place of their present

~ sbode, and the occupation they follow abroad.’

| Hon. Atty. General said that it was within

- the choice of ‘the House whether they would
have a census taken in less than ten years.
The House should consider the expense, &e.

Mr. MeLellan thought every 10 years quite
enough: ] ‘

Mr. Wilkins thought it & matter of great
importance to know how many of our indus-
trial population had been driven away by the
Trade regulations since 1848; those who were
driven away by starvation to other countries,
ghiuh they were now enriching by their in-

ustry. o oo et ‘ o

Hon. Attorney Geneval and Hon. Benjamin
Wier both controverted the statements thst
c%i goun’cry had fallen off in prosperity since

Dr. Webster—1In the county I represent,
the people are returning by hundreds.

Mr. Wilkins—We want to bring them back

Ship-

}

 the present Government.—(ZLaughter.)
: R ROUYINE, S
Mr. Marshall. nformed the House that he
had  several petitions ¢n hand relating to
Edneation, "Agrioaltare,

=

to the Chairmen of the rgspective Commttees
to which they referred. = .

b

| House'adjo
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? by thousands; but hardly expect to under’

. and other” putlic -
subjeots; ‘and wished to' kndw whether theére
would be' anyiobjection‘to*his handing thsi

After some conversation on tho subjeit, the bave :
G e g, liamentary experience, .
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. © PETITIONS. . | ...,
Mr.. Dimoek presented a petition from
the inhabitanteof Noel,in the ‘countyof
Hants; also two petitions from the inhabita
ents of the eastern section of the county of
Hants, praying for the passing of an act to
equalize the representation of the: county
of Hants ; laid on the table. RIS
The fcllowing petitions were presented
by the undermentioned ‘members, viz =
Six petitions from the male and femaje:-in
habitants of the county of Queen’s, by Mr:
John Campbell, oo s
A petition from the inbabitants of the
county of Cumberland, by Mr. Tupger;
Two petitions from the male and female
inhabitants of the county of Cape Breton,
by Mr. McKeagney, and a petition from
the inhabitants of the eounty of Shelburrie
by Mr. White, praying the House to enapt
a law for the total prohibition of the traffie
in intoxicating liquors, except for purposes
of medicice and usefol manufactures;
laid on the table, - . RN
- Mr., Marshall presented the-petition.sf
Robert C. Grant, and other inhabitants of
the county of Guysborough, praying .for
the repeal of the law for the inspection:of
pickled fish, and the substitution of locak
inspectors, to be appointed by the sesmions,
and that the furmer inspecticn law may: be:
re-enacied. Also, the petition of James &
Tory, and other inhabitants .of the-county:
of Guysborough, praying for several alte-
rations in the laws relating to pickled firh'y
and the petition of A, W, Whitman, and’
other inhabitants of the county of Guys-
borough, praying for a reduciion in. the.
fees payable to inspectors of pickled fish;:
referred to the Committee on the Figheries.
Hon. Solicitor General presunted a 'pe.
tition from certain magisirales, ard. orher
inhabitants of the township of Dorchester,”
praying the house not to pass the act-to:
eslablish the townshipof Morristown ; 're.-
ferred to the Committee on Private Bills.: -
Mr. Thorne presented a petition from!
Joseph Wheelock, and other inhabitants of-
the township of Granville, containing:a
siztement of the accounts between that
township and fames Delap, and claiming u
balance to be due from him 1o the town. .
ship, praying the house not to pass the bij}-
to assess the township of Granville laid’
on the table. .- T AT
Dr. Tupper.—8eeing the honorable and:
learned Attorney General, the leader- of:
the Governmentin bis place,Mr. Speaker,’
I beg to 'muke one or two onquiries-in:.
connection with the remark he:has just
made, that there is nothing.on thetabie of
the. House to: engage:'onur atténtion, -7/

should like toask, sir, for the’ informations

of myself and some other ‘equally unsoe. -
histicited members of this House, who .

Kﬁve‘n'o“t’ had the advantage of much par- .

whether “the -bill
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introduced and laying oun the table respects

ing the appointment of Sheriffs is herees .
“‘ridasures of great public utility -affecting

%" Government measure ? Whether ' the
bill introduced yesierday by the honorable
member “for Halifax, (Mr. Annan',) for
ellowing the Postroasier General to obtain
a seat in this House, is here by the cone
currence of the Government ; and whether
the meaning of it 18 that on his disqualifi-
oation being removed, the Government is
to be empowered Lo require that ¢ flicer to
find a seat? [ would also ask, sir, whether
the bill for altering the law which imposes
aprn members of this House the necessity
of vacating their seats on the acceptance of
office, and allowing such persons under
certain contingencies to continue in office
without returning to their constituents for
re-election~is alsu here with the tanction
of the Governmert. 1 believe there me
likewise on tr.e table, one or more bills for
the alteration or equalization of the repre-
gentation of the Province; snd I wonld
muke a similar enquiry with reference to
any measure of that desc.iption, [ ask
these questlions, eir, in order that these
matters may be frirly understood by the
House, and as soon as the honorable At-
torney General has favored us wiih his
explanations, 1 will conclude my remarks
with a motion,

‘Hon. Attorney General.—1 heard the
honorable memoer for Halifux when he
intreduced ithose bills, explain most dis.
tinetly that he did so as an individual
member of this House, and that the Gova
ernment hiad nothing to do with them, |
mentioned yesterday that the bill with ref.
erence to the Posumaster I had never heard
of before. These bills, therefore, come
here as any bills dou, from any independent
member of the House, and each gentleman
here, whether be belong to the Govern:
ment or not, has the right to exercise in
their consideration his own independent
judgment, to approve or condemn. 'Fhis
remark applies to all the measures to which
the learned and honorabfe gentleman has
referred ; and I wish him in future dis-
tinctly to understand that when the Gov-
ernment introduced a measure here, tie
fact will be broadly and definitely an-
nounc i, I am not aware of any bill
having been introduced by the Govern-
ment this session. We have some in pro-
gress on which a great deal of care has
been expended, and for which we hope to
secure the approval of the Legislature as
regards the bi.lrelating 1o the appointinent
of Sheriffs, Ithink a change in the law has
become indispensable; and after the ob~
servations thrown out here the other day,
I received an elaborate review on the sube
ject from His Lordship the Chief Justice,

. of which the kon. member from Annapo.
lis has aleo. been furnished with a copy.—
When the bill comes before the House for
debate, § shall request the reading of that

a Ay .
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‘paper for the information of the House.

Ta, 25,1856,

Hop. gentlemen must not conceive that

the position of the whole Province, and
dealimp with'a’ great diversity "of ‘Thterest
can bie'matured in a'day, “Great ‘tare"’ls
required in perfecting them that they may
be made acceptable to-all elasses, and medt
the requirements of the country. - It'is
true thete are no Government measiire
at present before the House—but in a da
or two hon. gentlemen will’ find' theif
hands sufficiently full in dealing with thoie
that Government conternplaté - sending
down. ST
Dr. Tupper said—I perceive, sir, that |
have been beretofore ignorant of the  dee
sign for which Governments wers esta.
blished, and the duties which devolve on
them; and [ am happy to say that at last
some littl» light is beginning to beam .on
my understanding through the medium of
the hon. and learned Attorney General.
As areal admirer of Responsible Governn
ment, 1 had heretofore believed ¢hat the
peculiar advantages arising from our hav,
ing a number of bighly paid heads of De.
partments, was, Lhat during the interval
between the Sessions they.should oceupy
their time ond great abilities in maturing
public measures adapted: to. the require-
ments of the country, which, when the
Legislature was convened, it should be
their provinee to bring down and submit
with all their weight and influence. 8ir, I
had been inclined to believe that if Resa
ponsible Government meant anything it
meant that the oets of the Government
must asswine such a shape and be propoun=
ded in such a way by the Government as
would commend them to the right feeling
and sound judoment of this House: En-
tertaining these views, [ confess myself
surprised to hear the hon. and learned:
leader of the Government inform the. House
that there was no great question to be dis--
cus-ed—in fact that the. Legislature 'had
nothing to do, arfd at the same time more
than insinuate that in his opinion it -wae
not the duty. of the Government to find
employment for the Legislature while it js:
in session., Yeas, sir, | was surprised to-
hear such an expregsion of opinior emanate,;
from tbe lips of the sssumed exponentiot
the principles of Responsible Government-
in this House. Have we no business of
importance to transact 7 What has be-
come of the Educational Bill, which, in
the Speech from the vice regal throne at -
the opening ' of 'the Session, we .were-in.
formed was to be submitted ?~a:-Bill,-
which | have reason to suppose, was to be
based on ' the principles of assessiment.
Where is this measure,- 1 ask ? lgit-not
importantthat we should maturely consider
the expediency and propriety of adopting
that principle ? -8ir,itis, in my opinion;of
the utmost mement taat a weagure which--

JEVRIV
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at one sweep strikes away the Educational
system now in existence, and has for its
object tho introduction into this country of
a new, untried, and importsnt experiment, -
should have been placed on the table of
this House at the very opening of the Ses~
sion, that hop. gemtlemen on all sides
might deliberate on it clause by clauee,
and in some measure gather the sense of
their constituencies. And yet, sir, with
this great question in prospectu, afler we
have beon in_session for thirty days, the,
learnsd leader of the Government folds his
arms and coolly tells this House that there
is nothing to du. 8ir, the only measures
submitted to the Legislature have been
introduced by & subordinate officer of the
Government, notin the Executive. Those
Bills are of moment ; Billa which must en-
gage the provident attention of the House.
Sir, they are of such importance, compr.~
hending and expressing such important
alterations in our present law, that I feel
it was essential that the Leader of the Go-
vernment should be in a position to te]l us
whether they came here by the-anthority
and with the assent of the Executive.
How, | would ask, is this House or coun~
try to test their confidence in the Govern-
ment, if measures of importance, such as
these, are submitted in this irresponsible,
stealthy manner—if members of Govern-
ment shake themselves clear of the respon~
sibility which duly attaches to them, and
either obtain the introduction of measures
by their subordinate officers, or refrain from
exptessing an opinion ¢n them when in-
troduced. 8ir, if thzre are no measures
requiring .the atiention of xovernment—
requiring eiaboraiion or discpussion, it 1s
time this country should -know it; 1t is
time this people sbould be .informed, fhat
the vocation ol their Government is gone.
As.a young member of this. House, 1 natu-
rally look 10 the Government to supply us
with work., Sir, | am not unmindtul of the
duties we all owe to the country ; but, sir,
when the hon. and learned mewber for
Annapolis introduced. his Colonial Union
resolutions, what wae he told ? thai mea-.
suras of such importanoe came. with o bad
grace frum that hon, and learned gentle«
mnan ; that questions of great magnitude
should come down with the sanction of—
back up and sustained.by the Goyernment.
Sir,-I adopt thie as sound in theory.. 1
will not question the accuracy of the prin~
ciple that Goyernment should propovad to
this House mewsures—needtul, beneficial
measures,. ably,. carefully, systematically
matured. , :1 would further say, Mr, Speak~
er,we are told,to wait a little -longer.
Why, wait? . If the Government intended
to, submit measures, they.should haye been.
here before. -8ir, I, in common with the
other’ members from coantry constituen<
" gies, huve a deep interest in bringing the-
Bession to & olose, feeling naturally anxe
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ious to resume my own private avaocations,
I am therefore unwilling to sit here, day
after day, and be perpetually auswered in
our applications for measures, with—¢ Wait
a little longer.” 1am unwill ng, also, sir,
to be forced into the discussion of grave
and important topics at a late period of the
Bession, when time cannot be afforded to
consider them as they should t e considered, .
Now, sir, i’ a glance is taken at the mea.
sures submiited, 1t will be found that they
alf have one bearing and tendency,~that
they are all stamped with one impres§,—
that they are all caleulated to place addi-
tional power in the hands of the Govern~
ment—they are stamped with the same sig=
net, and they exhibit no feature tending (o
enlarge the power of the people. Yes, sir,
to consolidate power in the Government
and to weaken the irfluence of the people,
is the object and tendency of all thess
measures. There is the question of the
ballot; no government patronage cin be’
created by that, and the learned leader of
the Government abstains from offering dn
observation upon i, but consistent with
his invariable practice, votes againet it,
In like manner he opposes making muniei.
pal incorperations the law of the land, as
the people would thus manage their own
affairs instead of being controlled by Goa
vernments. The same course is pursued
with the Elective Council gquestion, that
would enlarge the power of the people and
curtail the putronage of Government, so it,
too, must be desired, only those measures
must pass which tend to increase the pow~
er and patronage of the Government,
And pow, sir, in conclusion, since the
bon! and learned leader of the Government
has gravely informed tne House that there.
18 nothing to do, I feel it uecessary io as-
sume Lhe responsibility of moving ¢ that
this House do resolve itself into a comnit-

‘tee of the whole, on the general state of

the Province, with a view of tuking
Elective Legislative Council Bill.”"
Hon. Provincial Secretary—The honors
able member for the county of Cumberland
has, in an elaborate speech, impeached 1he
CGovernment. He charges them' with
being, in practice, regardiess of the condin

np the .

tions upon which, vn constitutional princis |

ples, they hold office ; with having intros
duced, in tlus present session, meusures
few and unimportant, and with .haviog

contented themselves with laying these’

upon the {able, as it disowning the P"l'é;ifg';r " ‘

age of their own children, or, at least, as

“evincing a great indifference about their °

fate. ‘L'hehonorable member remindd, s
that a considesable period of thd "seasioii
has siready elapsed, and thut, alifion, )!)ﬂ?'x

good, ud.«e&l*.'x,axéﬁ%ﬁ@g? “; ;;gii,ié,m"{fj l i sliéu?g 319',';1 4
been done. Lt may reasonably be  quesa"

tioned, however, whether, admiiting all
thig to be true, the undivided responsibility
of it zests upon the shoulders of the Admi~
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nistration,  The honorable gentleman
hrmself has certainly introduced matters of

mal.adininistration connected with his own’

county, of no very momentary characters
and occupied a good deal of time in their
discursion. The Government are very far
from coucedmg that the past period of the
session has been wasted, sc far ae they are
concerned, or that the jeal business of the
House is now in arrear, ay compared with
& corresponding period in fortfier sessions.
They have intreduced such measures as
they thought called !or and expedient, and
they are prepared to prosecute them with
vigor and despatch. The honorable gentle~
man, however, appears {0 me to miscon-
cieve the legitimate functions of the
Government. He seems to suppose that
they are bound to introduce a ceriain num-
ber of measures. Now, I conceive it to be
as' ‘much obligatory upon independent
members as it is, unguestionably, as com~
petent 1o them to prepare and bring forward
such legisl-tive measures as they conceive
the interests of their constituencies require.
The duties of the Government ure execa~
tive, not legislative. 1 remember, not fery
long ago, reading in the Times a debate in
the House of Commoins, wherein that
positicn wus maintammed by Lord John
Russell, in answer to an attack of a nature
similar to the present, inade upon the
Administration to which he belonged, by
the then”Leader of the Opposition. ‘The
honorable member has been pleased to
assume that the bills relating to the Post
Master Geueral, und to the vacauing of
official seats, were introduced by the hon-
orable member for the county of Halifax
with the knowledge and connivance of the
Government, coupled with something like
an insinudtion that this has been the result
of & preconcerted plan, the object of which
was, on the part of the Adminisiration, to
avoid the responsibility of those measures.
None are so hard to convince as those whao

do not desile conviction ; but I undertake

to assert that the bills referred to were
brouglit forward by the honorable member
for’ \he, -county of [alhfax, without any
understanding  whatever between that
hotorable gentlenian and the Government.
The ‘former is responsible for them—nét
the 'latter.  An’ educalional medsure hss
been promised in his Excellency’s speech,

and Will be submitted in due time., Advert.’
ing, however, to the well known difficulues’

‘which surround that 'question, and the
divéf{s’iti}ea of opinion krnown to exist as
regarfds that principle, which will form the

basis of the bill that will be presented ; it’

will'be introduced as an open question, and
one’iﬁ,i‘iegard to which the members of the
Government are not ubanimous. That
messure will, | trust, be met and discussed
by honorable gentiemen opposite apert
“from all politisal "considerations, and ifi a

- spirst which refersto’the momentous’inter -

 PETITIONS,

- have hot the power tofeward them,
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eats involved in it. ng baneful influenees
of puriy and faction should cectainly.kee
u!ogf ‘f?om a subject so sgcréd ‘?ird‘d;%‘
important as this. ‘ ‘
Mr. McKeagney seid—1I rise for the pur-
pose of answering some of the remarks
mude by the honurable and learned mem-~
ber who has just st down, He' tells us
that it is not the duty of the Government
to bring down mensures—that its functions
are executive and not legislative. To this
dietum 1 cannot, subscribe ; common sense
proclaims such a proposition' lo be une
sound, — it 18 opposed to the very tirst
principles on which Responsible Govern~
ment is based. Sir, look to England,—
does not the Executive take the initiative
in propoundiry all measnres of which they
approve, aud the necessities of the country
require? 1u the United States and iaall
Iree eounties possessing a Legislature itis
the same. 8ir, did we not baitle for years
to abtain the concession of this very prin.
ciple, and we are (0 ailew that which cost
us s0 much time and pains to uprear to-
dwindle into insignificance or to crumble
into ruin. Are we to be told that it isthe
duty of each individual member 1o pro-
pound measures, and that the Government
are under no obligations to provide for the
necessjtics and exigencies of the country ?
Sir, this desire to evade responsibility ia
nol becoming in the government of afree
people. The difficulty of the task isno
reason why they should tail in the perform.
ance of their duty. I8 it not the high
privilege of a seaman to brave dangerin
the hour of peril, and pruvide for it when
no storm is raging ; to testify his devotion
by perishiny on- the quarier deck rather
thun flinch from the performance ‘of his
daty? If, then, there be difficuities’ beset~
tug the Government, they shouid use their
best efforts to surmount them, No measures -
required, indeed ! are the requirements of
361,000 people so few that the Government
needs Lo exerfcige no vigilance, to exhibit no
industry in protiding for them? 'The hone
orable and learned Attorney Generzl told
us that Responsible ' Government merely
meant the-responsibility of the Kxecutive
 this House. Surely this was a bald and
naked exposition-of the principle ; but even’
that responsibidity, it seema, does nui exist’
in its pristine vigbr. Sir, a' party banded’"
together to-accomplish great ends apd esrry ™
out great principles, is naturally'swayed by
the conflicting passions and- niterésts ‘of -
individuale; and that party which, irre.v
spective of their own honoror what is due
to individual merit; elevates to high places™
those not entitled to them, while their best
{riends, these wio have bornethe heatand -
burden-of the day, cannot obloin even the -
poor. consolation of being -told:that’ tlhqym
st
right that'n Government:ghould "thus en=~" "
tirely * alienute ' themselvés ' from : justice ;7
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make subservient all men, to be cast aside
when the Executive may no longer be in
need of taeir services ?;' These are among
the many things:of which I complain; and,
until 1 hear some: explanation from the
Government, I shall,. on all occasions,
sssert my right as an independent member
of xhis House, of dealing with this'and
questions of a similar navure, as | may think
BeCessnary. C o e
M. Charl-e Campbell~I-am much sur-
prised, Mr. Speaker, to hear the honorable
end learoed Frovincial Beeretary explicitly
snnounce to the Houge that it ig'ndt a duty

of the sovernment to submit meusured 10

the House; Lhat their province is executive
and pot legislative; und, sir; 1o “heéar ‘the
honorable ‘and learnéd: Attorney Grenéral
declare that the ‘country’ requires no mess-
ures from thew ; that there aie no grievae
ances to be redressed. no_measures to be
iotrodaced ; that we have arrived ut that
. buppy wsiate ot pertection. 1t this be true,
of what use is our Executive Government ?
L came 1o this Houee o J,iberal, prepared to
support the Government when, in my view,
they were right ; but 1 did not come ' here
to eadorsé tue seutiments of tlie honorable
and learned Attorney General, ‘that the
Government have nothing more to do but
to repose on their beds ot down and’ enjoy
the emcluments of their offices ; and, in
snswer 10 a call for measures, say, ¢ there
8 pothing that demands our attention,”
8ir, thie is not the practice in Englandee—
Hon,
member for Victoria must firét show that
the beds of the present Government are
beds of down. (Laughter.) o
Mr, Campbell resumed—8ir, | thought
irom all } had previously heard before com-
wg hiere, that the couulry was governed by
a strong Administration, able and willing
to nitiate and carry out measures for the
generul benefit of the people ; in this view,
{ admit | have been entirely disappointed ;
und if these are the opinions, principles,
and actions of the Liberal party, all I can
say is, | am not one of them. '(Laughter.)
Bir, there are questidns of vital 1mporiance
to the people ot thie Province, that require
the attention and demand the consderstion
uf the Government, Take, for ivslance,
the Crown Land Department; there. is
scarcely a man in the eastern portion of the
country who huas not feli the effecta of the
system, ils evils prevail everywhere, and
almoot all persons adnit that amendment
i required. Why then, 1'ask, do not the
Government come down to the House with
» measure malured for the purpose of obvi-
~ating the glaring defects  in,the present
tyslem, a systews which 18 roiten to the
sore? (Laughter.) 1 intended, to have
made @ move in thie malter, and bring the
vubjact to the notice of the, Houue; but the
honorable Bolicitor General informed me
| \hat the Goyernment had the subject, upder
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oonsideration, But what has been dona 7
" Otily-to submit the: subject toi &.committes, |
‘who will only paich up the-old sy stem. : :ff
@ man pays tor land, doed-he ‘get:it?.-/.dn
‘many ;insiances:he does not, or uis' money
-either, - :Why, siryit was.only'a day or two
‘ago that.I signed a Report-ot a.Committea
- for: topay a. mau &40 1nstead: of £200,
-applied -tor & :broken head and lawyer's
expenscs, where the Government: had sold
-him lands:which they-had soid some. yearn
‘previous,'to other parties. :'1 can: give anos
ther inslance of the-working of the present
' dysiem, where a man paid 1or two' water
lots, some eight.years ago, but ‘he found
that he could only get one, and that- the
~Government would keep whac ' they: had
:received for the two,.aa the. price -of one.
- Finding - reasoning: to -have -no: effect, the
party agreed Lo take either his money- or
one lot, which was all ne could any way
-obtain ; but; up .10 this time, ha. has been
unable:lo get- either his money or:. his
tdes  If this wystem besallowed to go-dn
much longer, the Legisiatare will be called
on to pay tor manya broken head.and lawe
yer's tees, incurred by men -in: defending
property which they deew to be their owa.
Now, sir, 1.did not rise for the purpose of
making a speech; but this I muatsay, that
‘if the honorable the Provincial Secretary be
correct,-if' all the public business has been
- performzed} of what use is it for us 1o loiter
idly on: these benches, locking at each
o:her? - We had better go home. -
. Mr. Byde said—Since it appears that
,honorable geutlemen’ all round ihe House
are geiting their education, I see no reason
why. 1 should not come in tor a small share.
It hae been asserted here ' that it is no part.
“of the duly of the 'Goyernment o, bring
‘down measurea; 1 must say thai this
sounds very differént from the story told in
past years.  Sir, | always sympathised in
the struggles and admited the precepts of .
the. leaders of the ;Libf;,q,l,;pg;ty in times.
‘pust. 1 toék my firat lesgons in political
economy from themi, and was willing to be
guided Dy them;. They at that tinie pros
tessed that itwv;vlatl{lgé, daty of the Govern-
ment Lo guide' apd difect legislation and.to
submit such meusires 2 Lthe country re- -
‘quired. Well do .1 remember that yoars
ago, before 'the . present . adminisiration
came into power, the eéxeculive of that day
“was twitted frequently . with ~cries -for
** Measures — messures.” = The Liboral
party ihen thought the Government were
bound to bring dowan bilis to this Housg--
not mefe bald skeletons, but perfected so
that the House might sustain them. . | had
expected that the present administration,
being' so. svppasitiously, would,  eze . this

have given us an evidence, of their ability
‘ m
open:

and sirength, by bringing, down, |

those. grave massures which,at, the opgn>

ing of the seasion, We were sdfﬁ&f&es; 3
heagd Mﬁ&ti{ days baveelapaed,

&3
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.and .at last | bave.got sick-and tired of
wiiting, - We are mow “told that- these
measures should ~be brought torward by

<-.ambera of the Houas not conneoted with

the administration. - This did appear to me
‘to be a most extranrdinary doctrine, but if
.true, no betteér reason :could be given to
.induce the great ‘men in the present Lx-
ecutive toresign and.give place to that
‘inferior..order of .men whose duty it ig—
-aveording to them—1o prepare and gubmit
- measures to the House. o
+..8Hon. J. W. Johnston said—I was quite
.prepared to have gone into the Legislative
Council Bill for some time past, but have
«not been favored with an opportunity. We
~oceupy & very peculiar position, having
. been insession for four weeks, and ag yet
we . have done nothing. This House was
Jed to believe by.-his Excellenoy's speech,
-Ahat two measures. of great importance
.which had engaged the atiention of the
Executive had been matured and would be
immediately submitted ; I allude to the re-
-organization of the Excise Department and
the [Lidncational Bill. Whether these
should have been iniroduced as Govern~
.ment measures upon which the Executive
.were prepared to sland or fall, it is not for
‘Mo at.present to say; it is enough that
:thege billa have not yet been introduced.
When . honorable members reflect on the
-eharacter of the business submitied by the
Government,.they will be. at no loss to
anderstand the cause of delay, 1 saw in
one of the morning journals some time gince
that the Public Accounts had been laid on
‘the table, but was much astonished shortly
‘afterwards to find that the Commitiee on
that subject could not proceed to business,
imspmuch as the most important portion
bad not been submitied. It also surprised
me to see it asserted in a journal which
devotes itself 'very actively to the support
ot the Government, that the House had
been over & month in gession, and little or
nothing had been done, while the time was
wasted in needless harangues. Now, sir,
I will engage to " say that less tims has
been occupied in speaking during the
‘present session than has been consumed in
the same period for many years past.
‘Now, sir, we were told by the” honorable
‘Attorney General that no measures had
been sabmitted because there were none
to bring down ; that the country did not
require legislation. Admirable reason,
#ir, | admit its force; but the Hon, Pro.
vincial Secretary goes furiher than his
honurable and learned colleague "in the
‘Government.” He does not considerit the
duty ' of the Guvernment to concoet and
submit meastites to tbis ‘House; but that it
in' the duty of (he niewbers for Hants,
Colohiester, Cumberland, ‘Annapolis, or

soime other ‘county'tointroduce foagites. , : aye been gen
. here by the ‘Govérniient’; if not,thé ‘feim-

The honorable’ Provijicial Becretary would
donititate’ us ‘the judgew'of wiiat’is best:

‘ant- measures they should have be:

Leve JHEE

O

for ”t‘he‘ .interests of the ,ﬁeople,;—pog: be-

cause he has confidence in . our opinions, |

but obviously for the purpose of.evading
the just responsibility -resting .upon -the
administratios. . Donot honorable gentle.
men .well know that time and trouble are

‘required to perfect measures, in order that
.they may be.introduced to.the House:in

euch shape as would meet the approval of
honorable members. It will not do far the
Hon. Provincial 10 say, * 1 will pockel my
salary—and hold, my office, enjoying the
honor and emoluments connected, with .it,

~while ] lounge at my leisure and look: to

the independent members of this House to
introduce measures which it should be my

. duty to submit,”’—sir, the Hon, Provincial

Secretary misiakes our position, our, duty,
and the relative position we occupy in
relation to his people.  But, sir, this is not
the main point. Let the position assumed
both by the honorable and learned Attorney

.General and Provincial Secretary be cor

rect,~ | ask, then, if it was not a vain show
with which the people of this country were
deluded some ten or fifteen years agd—a
fallacy by which certain gentlemen saught
to turn the current of salary into different
channels by reiteraling over and, over
again to the adminjstration, the query,
“Where are your measures,”’ —by impress-
ing on the public mind that the Govern-
ment had not performed their duty, be-
eause they cid not introduce bills. The peo-
ple of Nova Scotia were . humbugged,
(laughter,) and, sir, i hope never afler
the spectacle we huve this day wit.

Fan. 23, 1856,

nessed, to hear the taunling calls, for

¢ Measures, measures ! directed to this
side ot the House; calls, sir, ‘which {,
when in the Government, ever met with
manliness; not in lhe tone . adopted
by the honorable and learned Attorney
General to.day. True, sir, we htve had
measures submitted during the session, but
they have emanated from a sdbordinate
officer of the Government; they 'do ' not
come here with the influence of ‘the Admi-
‘mstration ; amy more, sir, we do not ‘evsn
know whether the Administration is, or is
not, favorable to them. How is this House
to judge whether, or not, those medsutes

‘comport with the interests and necélsities

of this people? Do the members of Go.
vernment mean to lie by and allow ‘them
to pass without investigation or comment?
Take the Sheriff's Bill and the Bill‘ffbr
Vacating Seats, are not these-importdnt in
their nature 7 What may their tendenoies
and effects notbe ? " And yet we are’ "told
that, because they are not introduced by

‘member of Governmernt;the Execative do

nor feel bound to intorm the House whetlier
il is their intention to _support ‘or  uppdse
them't if they are nécesdary and impoit~
” it

h P

bers of'the Governmentiiliculd-te prapersd
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to announce their assent or dissent to them.
Why; sir, in ‘what: we are told> 'weid . the
worst epochs under the old system, no such
evil as this subsisted ; what looseror woree
systemn'could exist? - A meamgure affecting
the ‘séats of -members of the Executive, iz
introduced; and-the Government qutetly sit
on these benches without troubling thems
selves to affirm or dieaffirm the principles
it contains. One of the piilars of Respon-
wble - Government, if not entirely over.
thrown, is shaken to its foundatien, and
the Executive gaze at the efforts made to
destroy it calmly, seemingly unmoved.:
True, the honorable and learned Attorney
General does inform you that some reform
s mecessary in -the law relating to the’
appointment of Sheriffs , if so, was it not
peculiarly his duty, as Attermey General
and Leader of the Government, to deal
with' & question of law which comes so
peculiarly within the scope of his . official
functions? Isthere a gentleman here who
will snswer that question in the negative ?
Again, air, take the bill which goes to
remove the disability fr0.n the Post Master
General, and permits that functionary to
have a seal in this Heusé, Whether or
not that bill ia intended to be enlarged in
principle at some future time, so that any
gentleman who does not pjold a seat in the
House shall be excluded, ipye facto, or not,
I am not called on to inquire at - present;
but surely a measure of this kind—repeal-
ing & law
large majority, which met not only the ap-
proval but the commendation of the then:
Colonial Secretary —requires that the Gos
vernment, if they do not imitate it, shonld
at least bestow some care and attention -on
it when brought here. The remark of the
honorable member for Colchester was most
significant and pertinent ; let' the wise men '
of Gotham come down from the high places
they fill, and permit the inferior spirits of
the country to govern its legistative action ;
or elge let them inform the country that
there are no subjects which deaerve their
action ; while .individual members of the
Legislature are introducing important mea-
sures, such as these 1 have mentioned. i
Hon. Attorney General—This discussion
has arisen most unexpectedly. On a mere
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nlotion to resolve the House into Commit

te¢, honorable members have seen fit to
wander into a miscellaneous debate, the
clear object of which ié'to agdall, and, if
possible, defeat the Government. 1 shall.
not, at this late hour of the evening, take
up the time of the House in exposing tHe
many and glaring fallacies asserted during
this discussion; but, air, | feel that some
few of the ideas proponndéd by Rordrable
gentlemen require rejly.  Sit, tHere*is oy

a member of the Administrafionwho teel “hentrnWith rebpectiiv'rhe

aot cheerfully recognise :mafssawawu"g
the sound principle of "Execitivéey

da

b ,
the ‘ L A e x, 4 B { thigh it
bility ;' the' Governthent:Ha¥e hover-vsught ’r Ao nwinberat of*

- ' o 3 coande ‘g“‘ﬂ\a?»:!?‘&?“’
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wich passed this House by a

AN ATRUAT A
‘to ‘evade the just responsibility resting
on them:to. guard;-with jealous.wigilance,::
the rights.andsprivileges:of the- people j:to~

. ascertain the requirements of the-countryy-
and devise such measdres as;it: needs,.and; .
when necessary, to bring'them-down'to this:-
House supported and sustained by .the
united ability of the. Executive.. Thess .,
duties the Government have never, ;and-:
will never, deny ; but they do deny- that .-
they.have any right to interfere with any
independent member of this Houss, in!the..

- exercise of hie right to bring here auech

measures as he ‘may see. fit. ' They;:how:
ever, will take care that no bill, so intrde -
duced, shall pass through this House with-
out being first subjected. to, & careful and
thorough analysis. Then let not honorable
gentlemen assert that’ the ' ‘couniry is
returning to the old sysiem—that “the
people are humbugged ; these statements’ '
sound very well, but are nothinig more (lidn
mere empty declamation; after’all. Goin
back. to ' the old system,” indeed !
Has not this House a complete, ‘effectull
control over the @Government which could:’
rot-exist an hour if 'they  lost its confiz: "
dence" and-could not obtain a majority to:"
support and sustain its ‘acts.’ How. wasrit!
in the past? The Conservative party hald:
office ‘and governed this’country in' defic’
ance of the wishes' of -a large majnrit;
both in this House and country. The'laws; "
the remonstrances, the ‘meinoriale-iof this:
branch of the Legislature'— on' whose'
breath the present Executive exists—-were ‘-
treated with ' contemptuons indifference.” -
What Government would' dare,- if "'they" °
by any means could, to  refuse' attention
"to a resolution ‘of' this House ? " Tét''
wa not be téld “‘then,. tliat the néw'
mystem has * given. nothing™ 10' " Nova "
Scotia, or that the present Goge‘rnmeﬁt“iﬁf
any*wise ‘repudiate the popular control 26’
‘which under our free Constitution they areh#”
subjected. Honorable: gentlemen “Ypposits=*
" must be hard pressed ‘for ‘means*bf’ dtiek
‘on the Government- when ‘thEy" fownt sgh!®
Aebate on stray remarksmids ib@vertat
ently during tie heat'bf7 Bebatyy ‘Bity ithy!
not in this way, but" bysits'adts: thiky ehigfisn
Government is-"'to ' besjudgd. - -Nowi"
sir, we ! are" tuld.‘thati'itheys ~4Fey

tional -‘Bill' hndvthe B to!répaidNast s

Excise Depatiment e ‘inithe handi6f thed'**

printer and will be aubmitted, most prob~ =
ably b mbrrow e von! > Medidey F¥bdth 1bre!
+ Phe ng i keubesir BFthe RRNSsth O ey 2«
>hind gravents Casling: teA tipu B AN 5431
. Festdyand Heve: hedn prepirdd with a1 2 s
cares andiaitention.-: The prepatétisit Wigiwa
submiseion of these measures ethibite'fhgas sy
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mnouno; their polioy.‘« when those bills
come to be submitted. - I deny the state-

ment made, that the buminess is not in a-

a forward state ; the Journals of- this ses-
sion will compare favorably with these of

any previous session—they show thut -the:

public buginess i8 in'an advanced state. |
do not feel it necessary to reply to all the
statements made here this. afterncon; but,
if the
time I shall address the House at greater
length.

The 'House then adjourned until Friday,
st three of the elock, W,

’ e gty WGP O s

. Fripav, February 29, 1856.

: MINES AND. MINERALS.
Hon Pro. Beoretary laid on tbe table
sorrespondence on the Mines and Minerals
of Wova Beotia. Laid cn the table.
W . SHIPBUILDING

Mr. M. I. Wilkine, from the Committee
on ithe Petirion,of the Ship Carpenters of
Digby, reported:against the prayer thereof,
Report was signed by all the Committee—
Mesnrs: Wilkins, Killam, and McKenzie,

Hon. J. W, Johnston hoped the report
wounld.not.be adopted without due econsider~
ation. ; Bow monstrous it was for a laborer
on ships to see the result of his labor ear.
ried sway. before his.eyes, and be told to
laok: t0 a bankrupt for payment !

Mr. M. L..Wilkiue~-The, report does not
go so.far as .the. honorable and learned
gentlemanisupposes ; but.what is the differ.
enoe betweep a . lahorer on a ship and a
house ? The builder of & house may be a
bankropt, as well as the builder of a ship.
Laborers generally pet paid at the end of &
day, 8 week, or a. month; and he hss the
power to protect himself, .

Mr. Marshall conld not view the question
just a8 the gentleman who had just sat
down... The supply.of materials and labor
fer a ship was of a peculiar character. No
olaim could be had on a.vessel until she wes
aflont—not so with house property. There
wae & very great difficulty in getting at
psrties who got credit on building vessels.

Mr. M. 1. Wiikins—A vessel may be
mortgaged before she ie launched. If this
petition were assented to, any man might
detain a vessel at's whart, ready for sea, at
m;ge-wxpeme,.to,nwait the result of a law
.D . . g s R . B '

Hon..J, W. Johnston, replied. . He had
knowpn, house.carpentera:deprived.of their
Just rights by, agreementa. beiween the own..
er aud bui!der.of a house ; and seversl very
emigent minds. were in favor of making the
property liable... R
- Mr. M..1. Wilkine—No guch- .rule has
~ been adopted in'-the greatest.ship building
country la the world—England, . The idea
has been borrowed, from.the United- States,
where: 80 many ridiculoys notions’. preyeil ;
for instance, the Maine Liquor Law,
(Laughter.) o ‘

respon gvey La v - T o
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cbate continues, at some future
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‘Mr. Churchill considered that the pres.-
tice of fraud in this matter was a growing -
evil; the young men who worked at ships.’

- were generailw unsuspectirg, and worked: -

away, with.the expectation of getting their

© puy ; but,at Jast, they found that other:per. -

should reap the reward of their labor, end
they were to go without their just rights. -
A very hard cese of the sort had occurred '
within his own observation, this spring
Sailors had a lien on a ship, for sailing in.
her, and. why-should not these who.-had
built the ships be eatitled to equeal rights ?:.

Mr. MeDonald differed’ with his honor-"
able and learned colleague, and considered -
that the veport ought to lie on the table, for
consideration. The doctrine of -builders .
‘having a lien on the ship prevailed-in the -
United Btates, and was worthy of consid -
.eration here. A laborer should - have &
competent man to look to for his wagen, and
not & ¢ man of straw.” He believed that
if such 8 wholesome law were adopted, it -
would put 5 stop to the mad and recklees -
speculations in ehip building that couid be -
seen carried on all over the country.

Dr, Webster—Ii the prayer of these
petitioners were to .be granted, only ‘one -
class of persons would be protected. Are -

not house carpenters, joiners and othersy g»-. .

much entitled to a law in their behalf? -
Mr. Whitman thought that if ship boild-"

ing laborers.should be protected, a}l other .

industrial classes should be prafected also.

Honorable Provincial Secretary :gave -

some explanations

. . "

! Mr, John Tobin had seen the 'who‘!e" R

Central Railroad in the States, in the hands
of the operatives- rolling stock and ali—
and be believed that they held it -uilJ they
got paid their wages. So,in Newfoundw -

land, he believed the fishermen ‘had & lieu

on the fish they caught for their weges, and -

Judge ‘f'ucker -upheld:ithem ; bt Judge

Bolton. reversed : that:: decision, - '
opinion was; that. the:laborer shouldlook:-to ~
the employer for hisiwagesr . s o w0

Mr, Wilkine ‘movéd (hutbtie “Feport: the < -

adoptedy ¢ .0 i

U STI M ER ERTE AT LY

‘Higuown

!

Hon. .Mr. Johnston ivhoved. in amendi -

4

ment, that the réport lie on' the table,. v {1

‘Negatived by a majority:of 1.° . .« 1.
The original'motion
toll: o . g

,'H,:‘ ] : M A I S
i,y CBESLEY AROITRAY. . frer gt

i Ty
[t L

H

Mr. Ryder, fram. the Gommittes, o tbe oy

Chesley Aboitenn, reported, recommunding,::
the present At be lefi-ito ity eperation, .
Received and adopted. . iyt - 1.0 poyoes
' ' R I L N B LR R A
TEMPERANOE CONYENTION, .,

Mr, Morrison presented & petition, from..-
the Temperance Conventing, recently hield.
in Halifax, praying that a law. might paes
prohbiting the sale of intoxigatisg iguors:
It wase signed, by-7C gentlemen, who!:had

been delegates from all parts of the Pro~

vince.

wasthen.earried, 20
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‘ ' OFFICIAL PAPERS P
Hon. Pro. Secreiary, by command, lsid
on the table the account of the Board of
Works, and the account of the Treasurer of
the Central Board of Apriculture, for the
past year; the first was referred to' the
Committee on Public Accounts; the second
to Committee on Agriculture, g

" cusroms Law,

Hon, Attorney General—l sk leave of
the House, Mr. Speaker, to introduce a bill
to alter and amend the laws now in force
‘or regulating the Provincial Customs.
The intention of the bill 1 will briefly ex.
plain. 1t is founded, first of all, on the
several lawa which were consolidated in
the fourth volume of our Stawte Books,
previous to the publication of the Revised
Statutes, They have been found 10 be, in
many reepects, cumbersome 8nd inconve-
nient, and have beer rmended by various
Acts of the Imperial Parliament. That
august bodv has lately turned its attention

CR I
vEVEFeR Y
. ;

to the simplification of its own revenue laws

—has struck out ]l inconvenirnt 1estric-
tons—and improved or erased such clauses
a# were too involved or complicated for the
nnderstanding of merchants or vavigators,
generally. My attention has been turned,
by the duties of the office | have the honor
to hold, to the state.of our revenue laws,
and the ebsolute necensii; for their revision;
for it is, in many casew, impossible to dis~
cover what the law really is or was intends
ed to be; how far the penalty of furfeiture
or confiscation estends for carrying contra-
band goods; what tegulationis’ should be
enforced respecting the return of duties;
what rules e¢hould be enacted to regulate
our coasting trade, and 1o restrain the im-
mense facilities for . contraband trade &l
along our shores. Whether it is prudent
fo impose any and what resiriclions on our
consling trade, is u question that demands
the atiention of every gentleman here, con-
versant with the trade of the Province ; but
! belicve that all men, in ‘the Government

or out of it, admit the' necessily of suvme

more stringent laws than we have yet had,
fo abafe the evil of contraband traffic. In
order to obtain the best information that
could be obiained on this subject, the Go.
vernment addresged circalars to several of
it officers throughout the country, inviting
them to offer suggestions as to the amend-.

ment of the laws, and the simplification of

their language.  We have received detpiled
returns from seven or eight, and, havipg
these under my barid, | proceeded to revise
carefully, the whole'of these laws. I have
iaken a printed copy of the Jawa
70w 3re, interleaved. it, marked out the
clauses proposed 1o be siruck out, and ' ine

 xerted the smendments in “their proper ‘ i hich,
" _desireto offer e few words of. ezplanation,

8o that any merchant or shipowner,

as evBry member of the ‘H ﬁt‘,é’%,ifi:iy

‘place ;
1 well

oAbk

- distificily uddefatand ‘whit we “propose’ " to’

;
i
3
'

omit, and what to substitate instea

5
L

TSIV W S U SN G

- out,

- before us.

> i
as {hey |

d. Take ' land; (and gentlemen will pardon me it [ .
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for instance Chaater xvi, on the Imporfal! +
tion of Goods.: The third and fourth sees”
tions require that all goods imported iri'a’ "
“Britich vessel shall be accompanied by a
manifest ;- but, I am informed, that so grent
was the difficulty of enforcing this ‘rule, .’
‘that it was in fact nearly, if not-altogether,
abandoned. These clauses we 'have struck’
One of the gentlemen whohave sént -
in these reports doubts the policy of strikw’
/ing out that restrictien ; but, in view'of all
the circumstances, the Government thovght

it should be aubendoned in toto, Then
comes the erportation of goode, and in this®
branch of the Jaw we have made’ extensive
alterations. On these I will not dethin the
House, except to remark that the Govern-
‘ment thought the whole clauses, from
number 14 to number 20, inclusive, could
be struck out. Wa ‘then come to the
Chapter for the Prevention of Smugaling,
and here we have introduced one‘ or two, -
regulatiors, giving the officers more exten~ -
sive powers, to enable them to def‘ea; tha
impositions snc frauds now practised. The
act concerning distilleries has been repeal~ -
ed; and, wher the House go into Commit:' -
tee of Ways and Means; they will find “1n:
these Reports which I now Iay on the table, -
a large fund of valuable information: 1 beg
leave ‘then, sir, to introduce this hill as'n”
Government measure. 1 ask the House to
refer it to a Commitlee, and wish to be onm
‘the Committee, not as Chairman, but in or-
der to discuss, with five or six of the most:
intelhgent members, the aiterations we pro- -
pose, with the'best information we'can géi .

1 trust that.e’ perspicuous and- °
wholesome law will bethe resultiof~our: -
labors ; and I give this as one indication te. .

v

* the honorable member for Cumberland, -

(Dr. Tupper), of the sort of legialition:the:
Government are proceeding with, * . .-
Dr., Tupper—! "am 'very happy, Mr. -
Spesker, that I have been instrumental in
inducing ' the Government to bring in ene-
bill,~(Laughter.) e <
Hon. Attartey Genéral—The Educatinn-
al bill will be brought down to.morrow. 7 1
‘ ' PROHIBITORY LIQUOR rAw. " -
 Mr. Parker presented petiticns from
inhabitants of Douglass and Kempt, in *
favor of Prohibitory Lquor Law,. - S
Mr. Bailey—T'wo petitions on pame sub- ’

jeet, -

ORDER OF TRE DAY.—THE GOVERNKENT, |
On, .maotion of Dr. Tupper, the House
: resumed the Order of the Day: Dr. Tap.

(R

lective Council bill. , - R
. Mr, Annand--! rige, Mr. Speaker, thus ..
early in the debale, because 1 learn that,.-
yesterday, while I wag absent, certain liber:
ties were taken with my name; on. ;vgghi'éhh;i

;%or’é motion .10, go into Commitlee on the .

i} learn that this: debate arises,on a motion, ;.

P e e >

made by the honorable member for Cumber-
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am not exaotly correct, having gained
what . information |- have . outside these
benchea), and I learn that he enquired
whether the four measures | have had the
honor of laying on the table, were intro~
duced with the sanction and approval of
the Government, | am told, also, that the
honorable and learned member for Anna-
polia expressed his very great surprise that
a subordinate officer of the Government
should have had the presumption to intro-
duce such measures. o

Hon J. - W, Jobnston—The honoreble
member ia under an entire misapprehens
sion.

Mr. Annand—Such is Lthe eurrent report,

Hon. Auorney Genersl—The honorable
member for Annapolis.said somet. ing very
lika it.

Mr., Annand--A1 &]] events, the honor«
able member expressed his great surprise.

Hon, J. W. Johnston—No! | am not
surprised at anything the honorable gentle~
man does. ‘

Mr. Annand.—1 accept the explanation
of the llon. Atturney General.

Bon. Mr. Johnston.—! beg pardon. 1
said uvotbing that | am not ready to sc-
knowiedge. The honorable gentleman
was referred to guite incidentally.

Mr. Amnsud.—The honorable member
expressed surprise that the Queen's Prin-
{@F

Hon. Mr. Johnston —No.

Dr. Webster.—The honorable and learn-
ed member referred to % a subordinate offi-
cer of lhe crown.”

Hon. Mr. Johnston — The honorable
wember for Halifax hae told what | did
wor say; | will now inform him what [
pip sav, - which wans, that it was very
strange that members of Government, with
whom he was 8o closely ¢onnected in pos
litica} affairs, should have known so very
Jittle of the bills he introduced,

Mr. Annand,—Well then, sir, a word or
two about those bills, which seem to have
oreated 8o much excitement and uneasiness
in the honorable gentleman’s mind, But
first with reference to the resolution pro-
pesed bv me, for the appointment of »
Committee on Ruilway Affairs. That idea
wae first mentioned by iny honerabis col-
league, Mr. Esson,and as he was not in
the ilouse when the list of Committes,
were brought in, I took up his suggestions
and moved fo: a Committee on that sub-
ject. Such were the simple fac!s altend:
ing that motivu ; but it really does seem
that no'action can be taken by any member
of tha Liberal side here, without the hon-
orable member for Annapolis— from early
training in courts and law, I presume—
slways imagining eome sinister molive to
. be in the back. [ found that Canuda had

such & Commitiee, snd 1 considered it

would oceupy the labor of a similar body
here to disgect the Railway Accounts, and

v
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place on our Journals such a pisture of the
state of the Yrovince,: and.the progress of
cur public works, as -every ‘Noviscotian

LaaRk:

ne

would be proud to see, and which would -

materially aid aoy negocialion we may
have to make in the {ondon money mar»

ket. If the Committee do nol come up to'

this mark they will fail in' their duty. "It

may be assumed that | made this wotion at
the instance of the GGovernment; but |
tell the honorable member for Annapolis,

~ that although he may call me a subordinate

officer and Queen's Printer in debate, I am
here na o member for the county of Halix
fax, and as independent as he is, 1 do not
deem myself bound to'consult the Govern.
ment in everything ; and if I dm not to
excrcise my free judgment and the. un.
doubted privileges of a member of the

{ommons, the people of this county should .

have sent some other person than this sub-
ordinate to represent them. While here,
however, | ahall act so as to promote their
interests and sustain their dignity. Butl
am charged with having introduced a bill
to regulate the appointmeny of sheriffa, and
the Government must have somathing to
do with that, too, Why, sir, ten years ago
I introduced a similar bill, only far more
stringent than thie, and it was not till 1847

that we could get the law even mudes’

rately improved. And is there no occasion
for this Sheriffs’ bill? I think there is,
and that we have evidence of it this wes~
gsion. Do we not find that the Judges
have power to coerce the Government to
make itnproper appointments, which cause
bad feeling, and derange the public ser-
vice ? 8ir, the time has come when the
Government who are respongible to this
House, should have a laiger discretion in
this matiter—otherwise they will come to
a dead lock, and will not be able to dis-
charge the duties required of them. But
1 am accused of endeavoring to give the
Postmanter General the privilege of enter
ing this House. For' what reason do I
desire this? Why ought he be excluded?
8ir, in 1846, when the honorable and
learned member for Annapolis was leader
of tha Government, an attempt wss made
to strangle the Responsible gystem, hy

exciuﬂdin% every possible head of depart-’

ment, ecause the Uolonial Secretary
had said in one of his despatches that the

number of Responsible members here wis

o' no consequence,~-lhal, one was just as
effectus] as o lurge number, the hunorable
member tried to narrow down the prinei-
ple to that limit. But | mdintain, sir, that
every Novascotian, except collectors of
the public revenuve, and a few other per-
sons, should be entitled to election to's
sea! in this House ; and moreover, that the
presence of the Postmester General here
is part and parcel of the Responsible sys-

and New Brunswick, ard 1 do_not

- .
T S A

tem. It prevails in England, in Candds,
wish
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the stain of his exclusion to remain on our
Statute Book. ‘1 woold not-haveit longer -

a reprosch to Nova Scotia that her people
are sati:fied with less freedom and réspon.
sibility In her institutions than our neighe
bors. It is'said that there sre encugh
heads of departmonts here. That may be.
Perhapa 1 do rot differ widely on that
point; but that is nn reasdhn why this
officer should be disqoalified by the legisla-
tion of bywgone gears. Ua the bull for
sltering. the laws for vacating seats, !
borrowed the idea trom-thé practice of
Cangda, '1 will state the “unomklies' it’is
intended to remedy. Suppese thai afler
an clection is held — an administration
formed--every thing setiled down, ard it
i« well knnwn what party ie in the ascend.
urt; after trying cut the admiuistrative
talent of the Government, it is tfound that
‘the Receiver General is more fi\ for the
office of Provincial Secrelary, or wice
versa. Would it not be absurd to send
these Men back to their constituents merely

becsuse they hnd walked across the floor

to different offices? Ho in case of a death
vacancy, I propose that there ahall be no

necessity for redlection if the office shail

be filled up within a month. Again, under
the preseat law, no election can be had
beiween a general eleetion and the meeting
of the Houge, because a writ must issue at
the instunce of the Speaker. Suppose the
office of Financial Becrelary should have
been filled up immediately after the last
slection, The new officer could not have
gune to his constituten(s to bte redlecied
last »ummer,simply because there was no
speaker. To remedy these evils, this bill
has been introduced., Now, sir, | have
enumerated the four measures the Govern.
ment have been arraigned here for not
endorsing. The members of Council are
quite able to defend themselves - | will
confine myself 10 the advocacy of my own
course of legislative action. But the honv
orable member for Annapolis has relerred
to subordinate officers of Government, and
1o me in particular, I repeat that my rights
sre as ample and clear as those of any mem-
ber of this flouse. But are there no other
subordinate officers of Government here ?
Are there not members aroind who are
Judges of Probats, Registrare, Coronery,
and Queen's Counssl? | hese are as much
subordinate officers of the Government ae
the Queen's Printer; if not | should like to
‘see him draw the line of demarcation be.
tween them. Some of them receive emolu-
ments authorisged by law, and others not
authorised by law, The Queen's Printer
tegeives no salary, nor do they. ln tura.
ing 10 the Journals of last year, I find that
the honorable member for Annapohis him.
seif, pocketed £14 9s,, for conducting a
Queen’s proseoution.  This year his purts
fgr_hag tecpived much morg, , Then, sir, if
['am {o be tied up in my notion here, ?ot

1 i v .
SER Y mkad ot

ECTIVE COUNOIL BILL

I -
Bt SRR L - o
8 KA , - ' v s

it ‘happened taat-a Judge of Probate yes.

terday took & promigentpart in-the debate,
—how he'dared beso  yefractory '*asito

make anexciting ‘speech--against the Gove

ernment whose officer he ia? * { wish -it t0
be - distinctly undérdood that whie | am
‘here, | intend to'act as-un independént
member, and when | am prepared 0 go
1nto opposition, | will be ready t¢v surrens
der ‘the office | ‘hold—if notyl hrpe-the
“Goversment will have the. mbnliness -t
diginiss me; but let ‘the sume meusare’ ‘be
reted out (o others. This doctrine they
are nol ‘willing to apply to' themselves,
thougls they are quile anxious it should
‘ount or fetler an old and tried member of
-the Liberal party, who has done his beat to
support'a popular Goverument. But it
amuses ma to hear these genilemen taiking

. nbout the introduction of Government

measures. Why, sir, we saw the honorable
and lesrned member for Annapolia: in
power while we were in opposition for
four years, und what measures did he bring
down and carry? 1 believe butone, the
Simulianeous Polling Bill. What elee:did
he try to do—to victimise and proscribe a
gentlenian whom | wish we could seeon
the foorof this Assembly to-day—n gens
tleman 10 whom Nova Nools owes more
than to ail the members . that ¢ver: repre-
sented the county of ‘Annapolis put to-
gether. 1 have made theése obeervstions,
BMlr, Speaker, to set myself right before
the House~~reminding the honorable mem-
ber for Annapolis, that although  he was
once socused of u desire to muzzle the
‘Press, he has hardly succeeded in his des-
perale attempt to muzzle the Queen's
Printer, ‘ C
Hon, J. W, Johnston—1 congratulate
the hon. member that he hae been ‘able 1o
get through his furious episode without ma-
terial damage to himself or any one else. |
siiw, bofore he rose to speak;, a gathering
thunder«cloud, prepared to burst before the
proper lime ; and feel quite relievedhat it
has paseed 8o harmlessly away. 1 am-not
sorry thatthe hon, member wasabaent yes-
tesduy ; because if.he had been preseut,
he would have found nothing in. my re~
marke offensive or incertect ; and wa should
not have been favored with his eloguent
address. He_ would have found thsttae

"

‘those gcmlém‘en ‘whe receive publid“ﬁiunby o
share the same fate: - And:let meask How

»

most perfect good humour characterised - my

observations yesterday, ar be will find-now

that | shall not perunt any personalities be
may huve indulged in, to -draw me agide
“tron that tope of debate.

‘A few words,

Luwever, to set the hon. genteman right.

1 did not intend to insult or disi&te- to him
or any other hon. -member ;- and [ 'never
denied -the.right; in the widest sense, w

introduce-any messure-he may :plaase -1

¢ nov-muke uee - of the term sSvjuligrdi-
nate officer’’ or * Quesn’s Printer,” by
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way of reproach, for I do. not conceive

. thet®@ither convey anything derogatory -to

+

, tended for.

“night o introduce thess measures,

" members of thie govermment.

.the gentiemen lo whom they apply ; but i

used them in the Jegitimate sense—that i3,
in_ conlrast with the duty of those who
‘hold the superior offices of government, =

The hon. gentlemat has- referred 10 his

proposiiion Lo, form a Ralroad commities
—the tunctions of which are, | believe, al
the present moment, & natter of doubt to
this House, Indeed, it | mistake not, |
heard an expression drop from the Hun.
Solicitor General or some other member
on the same side, to the effect that ibey
did not knuw what the commitee was o
I'ie question which tormed
wus sot wheoher ho had. the
but
whether, f necessary, the Government
were not bound to bring them down, or if
introduced by wnother member, it was not
their duly to express their dissent from, or
approval of thew. In na other way was
the hon. inember introduced than Lo argue
that iaasmuch as he wae so closely coon-
peoted with ihe goveroment, they ought
to have known & lhttle more about these
mneasured than they choose lo proless.—
Take the Shenfl s Bill. 11 thut were ne-
ceasary it oughs to have been known by the
Government, ko™ cume the hun, mem-
ber for Lialitax to have discoverea the
facts which he has related to us # Qught
he Lo have known more than the Hon, At-
torney Geeneral urthe Provincial Secretary?
Was 1ot & grievauce that pressed upon
themm?  Certainly it did ; and my argument
is that the remedy sbould have procecded
trom the members of Governmeul, who
felt the difficuity, and aot trom an adivi-
dusl member of the House, Bo wilh the
Postmasier General—if the Government
shought his exclusion wrong they ought to
remedy the evil, and not leave the question
to be dealt with by & privale member. 1
snid thal the bills were singulurly suapici~
ous, bmoause 1t was wwost unnecessarily
wvowed that they were introduced without
» word baving been menuoned of them to
But s
eaid this bill has been inroduced in ordes
to cloy one of the wheels ot Responsible
Government, 'L'he doctrine referred to by
iha hon. guntlen.an 12 not wmine, hut comes
from an authorily iar bigher in his eyes
than any expression oi mine. te has
suid that the removal ot & single officer

my argument

‘was a suflicient test of Responsible Ge-

vermment, und 1f he will turo to our jour~
nals he will find that fact recorded as the
opinion of karl Grey, who merely aflirmed
what, | had contended for warmly and eer-
nestly before, 1 said awhile ago that l
was not surprised at anything coming from
the hon. gentlemen ; but 1 ought to be sur-
prised—) cught to be exceedingly aston-

.ished that ! am & subordinate officer of the

Governnient. A subodinate officer under

'ELEOTIVE COUNCIL BILL.
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tﬁe"Kit}fﬁanéral.—-(heai’a of Louoghter.)
1 never thought of thie ourious 1aet til Lhis mo-'

miens, sir, and L am alrsid I shall ‘hava to.be
raher refractory, even though 1. wear ' une
biushiog bunors thick upon me.’’ 1um afraid

that it k bave to discharge the duiies of

Queen’s Counsel, I may not be very submii~
sive 10 the Attoiney General or anybody olee.
"the gnly suberdination that I em wubject 1o

1a tus duty ie, thet when an alleged crininsl.

nas to be defended, as 1 have of en defcuded
them, 1 have to sak permission of the Licu-
tepun Governor, which 18 slways granted, as
a matter of course.  Then I sm retained
withouat & fee==n sort of retainer which Lawa
yers do not admire. (Lupgher) Bt the

‘ L recoved %l4,
when ot where | know npt 5 but §_sopaose 1t
must puve been by good loriane o fall in
with one of those waife which occasjonally
float in the way of the profeesion, and the
hon. gentlemaun is bound to sssume that the
proviuce must have had valus received for the
money. {Langhter.) 1 think the refercacs to
the chatiman of the Ralway Commission
mighs have been apared ; aud that the gen-
tiesnun alluded 1o will consider it sn unwar.
rantable uberty wilh his nsme rather thun 2oy
reflection on we, ‘The hon. member’s res
twiurks were aucailed for by anything said by
woe yesterday. 1 did not want Lo ihuzzie him
or the Presu either. 1 was only surprised that
the Goverpinent thought so little of his mea.
sumes, and seemed to care less ; snd lst we
remind the hon.gentleman that hie is grasping
al 100 much popuiarity, for in prowisiog a
wensure for thie equalization of the Represen
tation, he i@ cumunittiog u tresspass on tho
preserves of the hon. Attorney Generuly who
tvok that messure unier hie protection in his
addrees 1o the freelioiders of laverness lain
spring. 'Then there is a contest belween both
gentlemen a8 to whioh of them shall take the

Hailway out of the bands of everybody else ;

what the palare of the coeparinership 1s 1 8m
notuwa 6, [Now, sir, having dealt with this
meiier very quieily yesterday, 1 have not
sliowed myseil to be eleciritied by the hon.
gentleman's eluquence, or mesmerised by the
smoothness of hie spesch.  tlud he bren hete
he would have found uo cause of compluint ;
hud 1 known he was not here I shouid have
abstained from sclerring to him ; und coo-
sidering the severity of the Auoiuey Greneral,
i can hardly find it in my heari (0 s8y & word
in disparagement of bis measures. Why, sir,
he ‘nved vot complain of we! His triend,
the Attorney General, aciually calied his bille
a set of speculutive bills ; he vonsiceted it

tou ridiculous thet the atieution of Govern.

went should be ‘turned 10 such insignificant
things—le did not cull them Kites exactly but
something very fike it. ln that I do not agres.
They are very important bille=—so ipporidint
that I think one specalation of ‘the sorc’ might
hruve been enough for any moderate member;
bat 4 or 5 l=-he is foresialling 'tlie * Govera-

ment altogethier. ‘I ibig dbbalg'of yesterday,

bowever, there wia rathei & singular effest

et
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produced on the Attorney (General. At first
he was altogether on the Know-Nothing sys-
tom— (Laughter) 3 didn’t know auything
about the bills—-whether to support or oppose
them-—in fact knaw uothing sbhout themy, and
didn’t wanv o know.  Bat before the debate
closed he had made up his wmind on ose of
them at least--1 think it was the Sheriff’s
Rill, < I know how to deal with that,” said
ha ; and he must have got at the winds of
his colleagnes in the Council, as he sut here
—by what mesmeric influence T know not,
But, sir, we want another government officer
hare. 'Make the Postmaster General a Head
of Department in thig House if yon please ;
bat | will tell you a goveinment oflicer that
ought to be here of far more use and import~
ance.  You want a govertunent intarpreter of
damaging sperches— (Laughter.) Yewday
the Hon, Pro. Sucretary oxponnded (9 du-
s of @ Government as being solely Exucu-
tiva and not Legislative {controry to all the
prineiples of Responsible Govermnent); when
ap gats the Attenev Goneral and declares
hat he did not say that bhut suid sowmething
else, or teant something elae, which was all
the sume thing, Oh! yes, sir, we wanta
government interpreter, by whom all the va-
rivus contradictions of members of the ao.
ministration may b# sot right and aguare on
the spur of the morent. Tt remiods wme of
an expression the hon, and learned member
wade use of before he entered the rauks of
those with whom he is now assuciated, and
by whom ho wes constantly taunted for his
indiseration. 1 supposn the sort of Responsi-
ble Government we have now exautly suits
hsidea. 'The [Ton. Attorney Genern! made
a grout mistake in his spoech of yesterday.—
o rose to answer, but sat duwn withomt
meoting the argumont addressed to him,—
‘The quertion was not, pir, whether Raspon.
vible GGovernment should be estubliched or
continued, but wheiher the present Govern.
mant were carrylng oul its trua principles,
"That was the question  How did he answer
w? By vain declamation—it was a tree that
had been well planted —atmndy in its growth,
green with verdure, beamifal to look wpon,
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watered by refreshing streams, the luxuriant

hranchea spreading ont and throwing their
gateful shadaws ovor the land.  We sll o/
mired the  pictarn, sir--we all sympa hised
with it, But what we were asking for was
o goe the fruits, ** Oh, no,”’ suys the Pro-
vincin! Secietary, ** we do no work, we pres
pars no bills, wa it in vur offices in the cool.
g shade-—lovk what a beaut:ful tree we re-
pose under, bat ot us enjoy the fraits—(Great
faughter) ; and every old act or prejadice has
boen raked up ngainst me, 10 induce a ma-
Jority of gentlemen hate to enable a knows
uothing and do«nothing government to bask
m the sunghine of Executivs fivor, and de-
vour the ** lrujte.”’ ,
bond of union~disjointed nhd disagrecing so
widely that we huve yot bat.a single bill upon
the table, they yet cling together to aujoy the
‘tmita, It rominds we of the rough exprase

sion of & plain old man whom [ heard speak.
ing of tho agitation of former days, when
Heree was tha confliet, and ** ResronsisLe
GovERNMENT "’ was the banner that waved.
in the eyes of the people. ¢ Oh,"" said - he,
<t 1ake away the offices, and you will soon
take the tongue out of Respongible Govern.
ment,”” It has been loft for the present Ad-
winistration to tuke out the tongue in another
way-—whether we judge from 1he apeech of
the Provincial Secretary who deniss its fan
damentul principles, or from the rapacity of
the hion, member for Halifax who solemnly
Aeems to imagine that the sole object of a
(tovararnent is, not to bsnefit the people, hot
to enable *‘the victors to divide the spoils,’?
Mr. MeLollan—"The honorable and learned
memwber for Annapolis has set ua an exuwmple
in the very good natured ihanner he hes
approachaed the debate, It was pleasing, sir,
to hear the gensral expressions of admiration
of Responsible Government which were utiered
round the House by members of the Opposi-
tion, atthough they did not tell ns how mueh-
thuy did to establish it.  Bat their prolessions
su-n vanish when they attempt 16 axplain
what Responsibly Government i3 they dis-
truat it so much that to have raully made the
honorable guntleman from Annapolis say the
other evening that it was a hambug; and one
soen learns that, alter ail, 1t is only a Govern.
ment to suit their mind, they admire~not the
genuing.  ‘The specini-duty of a Responsible
Goverument i3 to carry oai the well unders
stood wishey of the pepple, as expressed by a
manty of this House, and their general duty
to act a8 they think most beneficial to the
Province—to bring 1 measures as  Gos
vernient measures of as opea questions,
or to entrust their bills o any friend
of the Administration, if that course wus
deomed moat advantageous, It is said that
the Government is opposed to the Ballot. ' Its

mombers cortainly did vole agninst that mea.

sure, as [ considur unwisely; they bad a right
10 do so; but, if the principle had commanded
a majority hore, and then the Government
were 10 move against it, that would be &
braach of Responsible Government. Tha
honnrable and learned member rom Cumbear-
land says tival as we have a strong Responsible
(ioverament, they should bave come down
lisre with our work all ready cut and dried for
us, on -be table, when the Flonse met. Now,

a Responsible Government stands in the wime

relation to the body politic as a doctor standa
to his patient, Does the honorable and learned
member for Cumberland prepare his medicine
before he sees his patient?. Nos from the

" general report of hie skill and good manage.

ment in his profession, 1 am sura he does nat,

_bat waits antil he rucs and understands what

L

‘The froits form the

is wanted, and feels the pulve—irom which
ho ta enabled 1o give such medicines. as will
be bepeficial, by which course he has become
a popular doctor., Why will be not alow. the-
‘Government to become popular in. the same
way 1 (Launghter.) We don’t come here te
see what the Goverameny want, bus 1o tell (Be
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Gevernment what the people wunt. Now,
sir, Algs the duty of # minority, (snd it ix all
the good wao get in return for the trouble and
expoense an Opposilion gwea,) 13 W wateh,
scan, and scrutinise every pound pad —uavery
act of the Govermmnent during the recess. i
they have done wo and can still say we have
no work o de, it i eaying very much tor the
Government. Bat then, sir, there are the
commpittees.  We all know thaw most ot the
real work of the House ia done by committees
—-there mestings for debate may be culled
the play hours, We do more evil in puesing
o many lawa than too jew. 'Fhis eternally
tinkering with the laws leaves the Statate
Books in such « state that the people do. noy
&uow really what is law for two years wgeth-
or. "Fhe system ought to he ubando cd-—-one
quarter of our iaws ought never to have been
pussed.  Lsws are like medicines—very good
when required—very bad when the health
does not require hem. Nowe Government
measares ars eomelimes needlal; bui, a3 a
goeneral tule, for the goud of the country, the
tens we have of them the better, as every
weusure shuuld stand on its cwn merds, nets
ther bolstered up by u Government, nor
doteated by prejudices agamst a Government.
t would be a poor resgon for changing men,
tn consequence ol pot doing what they were
not asked to doj nay! what they bad no reas
3on 1o suppuse was wanted. It hus been said
that Sir Robert Peel’s Government brought
down maisures, and ours ought to do the
same; but, recollect, the life of the Pael Go-
vorninent wus shorl——we want the life ol ours
to. be long, (Laoghier.) Complaints bave
heen mude agaiust the Crown Lsund Ofhice.
Do gentlemen know that Surveyors have to go
wmto the wilderness, where the guantity of
land changes as imuch us the figures on this
enrpet; a lotis chosen here to-day,und in ano-
ther place to-morrow; survey lines soon grow
np, and the only wonder is that there are no
more difficulties than there are. If any plan
can be thought ot to remedy the evil, [ sm
eare members all round will be glad to bring
1t into existence. The honorable und learned
gentlemun from Annapolis says that the
Attorney General’s Responsible T'ree may be
vory fine and beauainl 1o ook upun, but
where v its finit? Surely the honoruble
gentleman need not go fur o see it, 8 ha wxg
a branch of the corrupt treg in iy times, and
cost the country £750 a yuar us Atturney
General; while the presen. Avtorney General,
as 4 branch of the Responable 'roe, vosts
ouly £500. ' (Laughter.) 'I'hi- yiclds goldun
frait 1o the peopla 10 the tune of £260, fron
one branch glune: saud then on the next
branch we tind that Sir Rupert de George got
£1,250 s Provineid Seeretary, whils ours
gels qnly T00; leaving £5560 more of goiden
fratt tur the peoplss and wo an wizh neurly ui)
ths  branches, ‘Uhe honorable gemlexurx;{

tust be getiing ehort-sighted, vot to ses \io

valuable frow this tr-e bears,
ter,) ‘
Mr. McKeagney—Mr. Bpeaker, I javal
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offer a ward or two in answer to the allnsion
tiimde 1o mysell by the hon. member for. the
eounty uf Halifax; for 1take it for granted
11t ne made allusion 1o me, when he spoke’
of Judurs of Probate in this House belng
refractury.  9ie, 1 have the honor of being a
Judgn of Probate for the county of Cape
Bretons but et not that gentlemian supposg
that any emolumeqt [ may Teceivo from thal
othice will deter me fromn expressing my true
and independant sentiments as a member of
this  House ~neither honor nor pay can rob
me of my  privileges s8 a memher of this
House—ns oune of the free prople of this
country,  Let him, if he be paid by the Gos
vernment, take the course which commends
itaelf 1o his own conscience ; but I will nevar
allow nercenary notives to inluence my
vuice or judgement in this 1louse, Sir, I ain
a Judge of Probato, and it the Guvernment
do not fike the expression of my opinion here,
they ggny deprive me of that office, if they
please; but I shull never let the apprebension
of that cuntingency smoiher the free expres
sion of my opinions --vpinions which 1 believe
to ran purallel with the interest and happiness
of the peozle of this countrv,  But, sir, |
owe not that otice to this Government—I
owe it not to a Conservative Governent
sither § but 1o the Coalition Government under
Lord Falkiand in 1841. 'The hon, genties
man’s allusion to bye.gones was not in good
taste, Bir, | have wiinessed here angry
rquabbles which I hope never to see renewed
again 1 this country, A word or two, sir,
in answerto the hon, the Morney General.
Sir, the hon.and lisrned Provincial Sueretary
did suy that it was no patt ol the duty of the
Government lo introduce tmessures hure ; aiud
itis a fact thut the ton. Attorney Genural
did dissgrco with h.n n that poist.  Now,
sir, when gentleten, associtted together
in the Government, cisagrao in the main ele~
meuts of our discussion~when one proclaims
one principle, and another dissvuwe [te=when
they disagree in the funduwmeutal princigice oV
Governmunt as applied o this country, it is
time for us to puause, and engarre whether
that govermnent is worihy of vue confdence,
The hon, snd learned Auorney Genera) want.
ou 1o draw 4 very sairinclog pietuse of Rase
ponsible Governmont ; aod i anewaer to hun
Uwust confess that iy hon, triend for Asog-
polis has taken the wind out of uy 0ilsy bus,
siry | need not ob-caro the tuct, that i raising
that noble tree § was mveslt s fublow fabourer;,
but, sir, whai have we fvund?  ‘Phat the
labours of those. who aided 1 planting aod,
watering it bave been rewsided by nothisg
but the withered leuves. llow have they
requited the labours and the fahfuloess of
wy late colleugue LaAwreNcE O'CoNmpon
Dovwe, whose voice was wont 1o tiuill the
heurie of 1the Commony of Nova Beotia Jem
(Applause.) Did he not for a gaarter o o
century illmmnine with his witand ledrning the
dtmosphiers of 1his Houss.  Bid he nat throw
his whole talents and abilily 'in adyoeacy, of
the fair foyin of Resgonsible Goverdmeqt 1-—
oo A
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Did he net dig abont the tree and help at its
rearing until it arrived at fuir growth and wae
tority 2 Yes, air, and e was rewarded by
the fruits of the tres beiug handed over to
others.  Sir, when'l muke out a primu fucie
case I huve a right to expect an answer.  1f
 man be in pussession of stolen goods he has
a right to give an account of where he got
them § so should thi« Government give an
account of the principles 1hey avow, and of
the proscription they have been parties to.—
Of my political action of the past | regret
nething. 1€ L hiad 10 go over the saine ground
again [ would not retrace one siugle siep;
but the efforts of the co-luboasers of the mem.
bers of the present Government have not been
valued ns they ought ; while the members of
the Adninusiraiion shield and shelter thems
salvas under the bann rs of Responsible Go-
verninent. Like the pirutes who eeiza upon a
vessel after her haven is in view, they have
srasped the spoily, without giving to the wor-
thy mariners who navigated the vessel, their
fair share ;3 or, at least, thewr legui wages,
Sir, 1 am oot aflraid to approach this subjret—
not ufraid 1o expru-s my dissent to the prineis
ples of Goverament avowed by the present
Administration. 1 wmay spesk agsin on the
subjest and 8mn parieetly prapared to rest my
argumenta on the good sense ef the people of
Nova Seotia. | ‘sok upon it that the Liberal
party have proved falsa to theic own avowals,
and lost sight of the principles of justicn and
fair dealing whicli in their hour of need 1ihey
fuithfully promise to observe. They hove
now become blinded with power nod imagine
they can with impunity induige in individual
preference and seclarian distinctions,  lat
them take care, however, how they treat
their fellow laborers in the domain of Raspon-
sible Government, 'T'hey have the will, nad
ithe power 1oo, to pun‘wh traitors 1o their
uvowed principles, and to hurl ther: jrem the
political avena, where they now stand.  Be-
tora this debute closes T will bs more explicit
on thews points—at present | will rapent that
the liberal party have alfowed themselves
be swayed by a spirit of grosa partiality, and
failod to recognike the just cluims of théir
own supporters, Let the Aulorney General
g1ve e siraight answera on thess points, and
if he does 1 shall ne prepared to support wy
views by a more particular reference to facts
and incidents which ' cannot be disputed, ag
they are faumiliar o many, and spread over
the records of years. I shall npw sit down
until t hear these matters fairly met,
“Hon. Benjamin Wier.—Mr. Speaker, |
differ entirely from the remnrks thrown out
by the honorable ved lenrned member for
Sydnay as to the tree and its fruite, I4it to
he sapposed that every person working in
favor of Responsibie Government in this
couatry, is o enjoy the fruits in the sense en-
tertained mnd expressed by the honorable and
learned member?  Was not 1hat system
_intanded, wir, for the benefit of the whole
peopls of Nuva Seotis, who receive the bene-

Bt in the shepe of good goverdment from the
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hands of meo who are. responaibje 10, thos«‘a‘
people, and removabla by them at pleasure 2

Sir, those principles have been impressed on

the hoarts of the people of Nova Seotia——the
lenves of the true have pot faded—its durm
and its growth have been' adwmired by the

people of Nova Scotia, who ‘appreciate s

value, A cerlain number of persuns must be
employed to carry on the government; and
some gentlemen seem (o suppuse that the
division of thw spoils is the sole eriterion by
which we should be guided. Sir, when 1 sen
the gavernment of this couclry ussailed from
a quarier from which they have had opposi-~
tion for the lagt fifieen years—I{rom u pariy
that hus dona iwf best to sirnngle thoae prinei-
ples of Responsible Government which' the
men on this side of the House have been suc.
cenuful in establishing—1 begin to feel that no
betier , criterion can be exhibited that the
Government is in the right path. | was vot
present at the comnencement of the debate,
but I have heard that the honurable wember
for Cnmberlund came here filled with jove
nud nffuction for Responsible Governwent,
o endenvored to explain the meaning of the
term ; | may be obtuse, but as | undersived
hitn, he signally fuiled. It was a2 muro re-
hash, and not unproved in the cooking, ol the
abamidities we have heard for (he last filteen
vears, | will venture a short history of the
facts reletny lo its welablishment, In 1887,
certain refonmers in this country colmmenced
the advocacy of u reforn of abuses, How
were they met? By tho upholders of ‘these
pbuses, denouncing them as lraitors snd
rebels, until 1he elections of 1847 secured
them s mingority. Reference has been made
to the disminsal of Mr. Miller 5 and it 18 said
that after L had piopoanded sonie monstrous
principles berg, 1 was inmedintely elevated
o a seat in the Goverment. Sir, 1 now siate
here again in wmy place wy belief that if the
Government had acted since 1847 on the
principle of cleansing thy Augeun stsble, wa
shou!d not now be surrounded with the difli.
cultivs we feel 3 for it i3 monsirous that men
raceiving the pay ol the Government should
niake use of the pay and influedce of office 10
oppose the government which keeps the officer’
in existence. 1 would not prevent such men
from the exercise of the franchise ; but 1
would not allow them to use an acuve inHu.
ence aud ennvass 10 overturn the Gevernment,
1 was going 10 refer 10 the honorable mambary
for t usmberlund, ywho has made the motivn
befure the House; but { feela degree of timid.
ity in spproaching him; his fome us an ora.
tor, ard his legislntlve capacity ware carried
on the wings of Dswe Rumor over ths Cum.
berland Mountains long before be came hgie;
and I supposed we should have had not a bad
substitute for \ha gentleman whom he suger.
seded. I have not been very much disap.

_ pointed; but when the honornble gentlemun

comnes 10 lecture us on Reaponsible. Governs
ment, he must give us a betler speech than
he did on that occasion, We are charged,
sir, with not carrying oul' the principles of

.
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1. ,onable Governsment; and this, sir, be-
cnuse we are unwilling to hand # ever 10
those who have been endeavoring to strangle
it for 20 years pasi; and L have come to the
conclusion that so long aa we have these men
opposed o us, so long may the eouniry rest
satisfied that we are in the right., Where,
sir, wonld the raiirond have been if we had
entrusled it to them 2 Pherr action on that
subject will be remembered hy toe people in
all time to come; while on the contrary, the
exertions of the laberal party have ever
tended Lo promote systems for the cievation
of the people, and s which ceery individual
of the community partieipates.  Somy gore
tlaman seem tocousider the enjovivent of ‘he
offices s tha grast eml and meanivg ol Ro-
sponsible Governmenis but I do not think the
offices worth the penetl i my hand 1n com~
parison with the valuable proseip’es wo buve
gamed [or the Government of 1is eoantey i
all time to comed and yei thesn gentiermen
have the huwidihood o eomu forwsd now and
tell us that they don’t eondemn those princis
pleg, bu they condenan thuss whon tadue d
“them into the coumrey,  Burely, s, wowill
fequire o polont Argmnents thas wo have
yet heard during the vourse ot tha delune to
maks the mieliwent prapw of Nova Heona
believa thut any srguments Lo tha quaiier
on such 4 subjoct nre sinvere, ‘

Hon, Soliitor Gaonerad — Me. Spesker, 1t
would i bocoma me, an a4 member of the
Government, te give a «tent vote, 1 caxe the
motion beforg the Bovsa be pressed 1o dive,
ston, which apusars 1o be, now, the deteronn-
avon, | therelore think iy dety to make a
faw obrervations, ahlhoveh idieposttion has
rendered mo shnost inadequare to the sk 1
shall eadeavor 1o review the guestion aparg
froin all the exerecances by wineh it has heen
warrounded.  ‘The henoreing  member  for
Cumberluad addrewsed hunsell 10 the bills
introduced by the honorshie member far Haa
hiex, and engowred whather thoy wers mbos
duced with tha sanctton of the Guovernment,
The honornnie gutleman need bave askod bo
such guestion, foi it was wirendy answerd;
becauss tha honoraida member for Halilax,
(Mr. Annnud), i my hearing, on the iniros
duction of the tnlls, ditinetly wtated that they
wera mirodueet without the koowledgo or
consent of the Government,  Whether the
memnbers of Government inay support them or
not, is a question for their wdwvidual judgent
to decida; and upon which 1 take ity they, as
a Guvernment, are not yet called apon 10 tuke
a position.  After the guestions pul by the
houorable member o Cou bardind  were
answerud in the negative, be vose in lis
place, and' gravely and deliherataly propeund.

ad two propositions. Piest—~ & hat the tane of

the Howse up to that pered of the cession Il
been, wasted; und, secondly, that the fawt
was with the Government: wmnding up "with
4 genersl churge against tho Goverument,
for not * bringing down  tmeusures.’’ —
Let us look at thesa changea in their proper
order and discuss them doliberately. 1 the
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first proposition be uatenable it carries with it
the sucond and then the third stands alone to
be wet, [ias the time of the House been
wasted 7 Let us take a Yook al the Journsls .
and see what they say. * They exhibit in bold
relief a flat contradiction to the charge, and
prove that {or the last five years there never
was so wuch work done as there was thie-
session up 10 the time of the Speaker’s ill
acss,  True, it is that hers bas not been so
much speaking 3 but in the real business of
the House wo have made more progress than

¥ recolieet in any previons session. O this 1
will nut ask the House tu judge from mere,
assortionss but I here give fucis, On refor-
ence to the Jourmale, T fiud that in 1852, ~
during the first twenty days of the session 53,
hills were introduced; in 1854 there were
40; in 18556 there were 435 and in 1856, in
tie wamnes e there were 64, So thatin the -
firal twenty diays of this session, there have
been twenty-one more bills introduced than
the average of the last four years. Gentlemen
1ell ug they are in want of work,and call upon
the Governmnent o give them something todo.
What folly shall we hear of next? Are
there not 64 bills laying on your table, 80 of
whith have been read a first, and 10 or 11 a
second time 7 What is w hinder these gentlen
man to put these bills through, and send them

10 the Legislaive Council, instead of leaving
all the work il the 1yt of the session 2 Most
of these hills have baep introduced by individe
ual membess, rendsring the setion of the Go-
vernment less necessary.  Bot, apart from
bilks, which are no exact eritorion of the busi.
ness done, what else do wo find 2 During the
first 20 days of a8t session thore were only 46
pages of Journuls printed; this year, in the
sane Line, 68 pages were complete—n differ~ -
enve of 23 pages in favor'of the presant ses
gion; so that the time of the 1louss has not,
boee wasted, in consequonce, as i3 a leged, of
the Government having faited 10 bring here -
somuthing to do. ‘e work of legisiarion has
progressed quite as expeditiously ns bhereto-
fore, und besides the facts I have mentioned, . -
taen io your Committeo Book und you will
find that many mero Committees have been
appointed than in any former session. Ido .
not find fanlt with gentlemen for raising this,
discusgion, bat 1 chalienge them (o deny -
what I have stated—they a/l know the facty

I have stated to bo trog, and therefore the,
imputation of delaying the buginess of the -
seadion latls to the grousd.  But it is charged -
upon us that we have Lrought no messures,.
and sdvaniage i taken of a hasly expression -
which dropped fiom the Provincial Secretary -
o fuaton on the Goverument the doctrine
et it 13 net their duty  to  originaie,,.
meagnres, 1 be'ieva thal gentlemsn was
entively  misauderstiod — that ho  tather
quoted Lowd John  Russell’s opinions thaw
expregsed his own, I 1 am wistaken,
frankly say that [ cannot subscribe to .
doctrine in question, ' 1t Lias been repudiaied s’
by the action of the present Government, ever:s
since it was formed. ~ Lusl year, before it was




&8 simple vote of want of confidence,
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in existenge more than six or saven; mouths,
namerous fmeasures of importance were intro
duced by the Government. Let the honorable
and learned member for Cumberland consult
the Statute Book, and ses il he has any rea-
aon to complain, First, in iuiportance, was
ihe Reciprocity Treuly—on which | the Go-
verament had & right lo' expect mors assiste
ance than it obtained from the opposite s-aeof
the House. However, that was carried toa
sucoessfal isaue, snd is now bunefiiting the
country. Then thero was the New, Piactice
Act, introduced by the Guverament, tnd cars,
ried under the sapervision of the Government.
Another act, to amend Chupier 183 of the
Revised Statutes, of Witnessus and Evidence,
and Proof of Writt:n Docaments—a very.
necessary amendment of the existing law; a
hili relating to ‘Prothonatorias; one for the
Bepivry of Ships) one fir the Safs Custody
of "Persvus chorged with Otfeoces; ouc 1o re-
gulate the Savings Bankj one to amend the
Railway Lawe; one o abolish the .Court of
Cheucery; one 1o’ guthorize the Bourd of
- Works. 1o sell or leave public preperly, 80 a8,
‘ake 1t produciive instead of wasie; one W
ymend the Jury Lawe; a bill to rogulate the.
(Urown L#nds; one fo obtain a Provingial-
loan; and five or six Revenue Bills,
sir, | cun count up 156 speoific acts,
\be revenue bills, introdaced by the Govern-
ment and carried here lnst seamion, besdos
‘many others uf minor importanco. Does this
look ‘hike shirking rerpousibility, or shrinking
from work? Does it look hke a pratical

basules

dlustration. of the  doctrine tpat  the.
Government do  not’ recognize the duty
ot bringing down mensures? 8ir, T do-

do not see what the peeple have Lo com-
| plain of, through the elogaent voire of the
learned wembar for Cawberland. Why, sir,
i England, it iy quite anusual for Govern-
ment 10 introduce more th v one oF W0
messures each sesiion; nnd I have known

the, Governmcut 1o lave heen nspersed al

twitted for not tntroducing more, ' Such, how-
ever, i3 the facl. But I am asked how u
Government is to be defented if no mensures
aro brought down ? - England aud Nova Seo.
tin nro widely different s regards this fiaiare
of legistation. There, the uinistry have the

B nitiation of money votes—hera thay have
aol. 1t has often been spoken of, but never:

 conceded here; il thy Government possessed
L that power they would certainly have mote
E rogponsibility ;
should be accused of geasping ot inordinate
% power. We have it not, apd do not ask for
| . The ministry a1 home ute very often de-
8 fouted on that very questiod of the Budget;
L we could ‘be similarly evictad i we ‘enjnyed
the same power; but this
fine the right 1o chunge the

enbinet by 8

their secarity for-the preservation of the rights
& of the ;je((iplélahdjfor?th%ir*guod"cﬁndu'm?‘ -1
think I have now miade sal my case; and iy
task is dope. ‘

to aucertain wiiat spégific charge the opposi-

oty :
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Thus,

if we were to ask for il, we
Llosse has alawny
That i

- ligtenied attentively yosterday
.tha_shi
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tion had to-make agaiost us that could be*

sustained, bnt [ listened in vain. They have
the worst of the argament, for they give “us’
1o fucts, ' With respect to the bills introduced-
by the honorable member for Halifax (Mr.
Annand,) I never heard-of them before they
eame into the Honse, 1 find that the Sheriffa*
Bill waa introduced oo the 5in of Februaryy ;
and two others on the 26th, - Somo gentiemen
complain that we did not bring thuse meas !
gres in—ihe honarable sud lesrnad member
for Anunapolis arperses ug berause we did oot
at once state our approval or disapproval’ of
them. - That honorable member has served in’ ‘
a Governraent himself, and ought 1o know it
ia impyssible for eight or nine geatlemen,
gome of whom are here and some not,to
agree or disagree to a bill jast introdaced into’
the Huuse, noc do I know on what ‘pringiple -

1 Gosermment is bound to do gither, with ref-
erence 1o bills introduced  here by independ-
ent members, when the exucutive and othet
basiness of Uhe country claims immediate at- -
wntion, §f any forther charges are made
azainst the Govarament, 1 have no doubt we
ahall bo ablo to answer them satisfactorily
bafors the Houst aod the country. One word

in closing: ever since | have been in this House

{ have been in favor of Responsible Govern..
ment. -1 have proved that,inone session alone
the Government introduced 156 or 16 mensures,

10 have done more would have been arrogats
ing too much to iwelf, ‘and trenching on the
privileges of other members, Ona thing L am
gliad 10 observe—ihat there are ho chasges of
wrong doing againat us.  Qar fapha, if any,
have been of omiasion — not’ commission; |
thorefora, | assume that all ouv zots, g0 far,
have .been right.. When the question of an
Elective  Couneil comes up, I trust we shall
find the gentlemen op tha other sida are ug
deeply interested in Reaponsible Government
a they now lead us to anticipate.
tha (e principles of Responsible Govern.
nont, which (hey arrogate to themselves, will
snanifest themselves against that measare.

Mr. iiyds.~1 rise, because I have been
called up by my colleague,who bas aitempted
10 ba & little facetions AL my expense. A fow
daya ngo, when ha imitated nature, he was
eloguent; bat the moment: he attempted to
copy art from the figures on b8 carpet, he
atambled and foll. The hovorable mesbes
asked me whether, if 1 had & servunt hired
who did not do bis work in wy absguce
I would still keep him employed? 1 an-
swer no, but sand. him about his husiness.
—just a4, this House, when its members
come here und find the work of the coustry in
awrenr, shuuld: dispepss with the anrvices of
thoss wha have not discharged thetr duty. A
good deal, sir, has been 8 ud abour Responsi-,
ble Government. As T snid the other day, 1
wast have boen under a gresl migapprebens
gion, if ‘the explanations we huve heard framy
the Government #ide ba correct, Are, wé
sailing Withont a chart? s tha vessel iron, -
that she compass varies—or s the conrse_of -
. #hip. ohered,, o suit circrmstances? 1 i

't o 4k

LI

AT

And that .
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ghould like o0 hear a common-sense explans
ation of the principles by which the Admins-
tration are to be governed.

Mr. Archibald.—I have liztened with much
attention to the great variety of views which
hive been eapressed with referenco to the
subject before the House. Oune definition
afier another has been given ns to what Res
sponsible Government i3, and really i the
different speakers were to be considered
schaolmasters and the 1louvee a school, the
business of members woald be like that of
scholara i an ordinary school in the country,
which consista to a large extent in unlearning
under one teacher what they have been
taught by another. But, sir, it is my misfor-
tune to differ with the views of gentlemen,
not un oug side, but on all sides of the House,
If we are to take the view which the honor-
able Provincial Secretary gives of the subject,
the Government wonld have nothing to do
but to carry into effect the laws which are
passed by the Legislature, 'I'his, siv, 1w un-
doubtedly a part of the duties of the Govern
ment, but will sny one say that bhere s
fanctiona cessu ?  Again, take the honoralb'e
and learned gentleman from Sydney, e has
referred to the picture painted by the honor-
able Avornay General, 1epresenting the fraite
hearing tree, nnd he complaing that nothing
bat dried leaves tind tbeir way into his
pocket, though he was a fellow-luborer
in the plantiwg of it:—Is the honor-
able gentleman of opinion that Respon~
isble Government cousists in  an cqual
division of plunder? “i'hen, again, the hon,
gentleman lor the township ol Halifax
seems to imagine that Responsible Govern-
ment consists in cleansing the Augean
stable. Now, sir, on this subject 1 may
hold peculizr opinions, but 1 have never
hesitated to express them on the fluor ot
this House, and to act upon them in my
own practice. | do not believe that, ns a
rule, subordinate officers should be dis-
missed on account of ther political opinions
—ané 1 believe that uny Government, act.
ing on that principle, ought not to be sup-
ported, and v ould not be supported by ibe
people of this cruntry, Why, sir, a Go-
vernment that would underiake to crush
the independent spirik of the country, by
insisting that its subordinate officers should
be dismissed, if they differ in opinion from
the Government of the time, would be not
an Admiaistration, but a Despotism,

Hon. Benjamin Wier—I said that oflicers
who made themselves political partizans,
and applied the revenuer ard influence ot
office o destroy the Government, should
be disimisred ‘

Mr. Archibald—To what extent is that to
apply 1 Kvery officer who receives fees and op-
poses the Government may be said to use the

revenues of his office to destroy the Qovernment;
but is every such person to be dismissed 1—

Why, sir, the first election I ran was sgainst
ap offoer of the Government; and, not contenk

with fighting out the election in the oountry,
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my oppoment brought me here, and befors w
commmiltee of this House, condusted what X be.
lieved at the time to be & most vexatious and
unjustitiable proceeding. But, sir, L should have
folt myself disgraced if I'had grounded on that
opposition an apglication to dismies the oficer
from the small govermnunt situation he held at
the time. Ilore, again, the Hon. Solieitor~
Genoral tells uy of the great number of aots
which the governmwent brought in laat year;
and, while disavowing the doetrine of his eol-
Jeagun, the Provineial Secretary, that itis not
the duty of the Government to introduce men-
sores, ho dofends them by showing what they
did Inst year. Sir, it was with pleasure and
pride I heard reoited the list of the aots of lsst
gession. These fifteen measures were suoh' ' as
any government might well be proud of ; but
does the [lon. Solicitor Guewneral suppose that
any guvernment 1s (o live on the muemory of
the past 1—that instoad of being the deviser
and architect of what is to be done, it is te
be only the chromicler of what has been done
Sir, these are not my ideas of the objeots and.
duties of Responsible Government. Then,
again, my hon. colleague suys that his idea of
Responsible Government iz the carrying out
the will of the majority of this House, We
are first to pass our opinion on nuy raeasure;
and then, Responsible Gevernment is the ovar.
rying out of tha$ opinion. 1n other words, the
wembers of Government are to be like the
bands ou the face of the clock-—to poiné where-
ever the pulloys and springs (which we, the
House, put in motion) may direct. If that
be all their duty—comfortably to enjoy their
salaries, and mechanically to obey the thinking
tbat is done for them—it would be bector uot
to put our best men in office; any persons could
perform their functions, snd the best minda
of the House would be free to perform the
real ‘thinking and work of Legisiation,—
Of alt the different speakers my mind runa
gore parallel with that of the honorable and
learned Attorney General. e does not declsre
that it is pot the duty of the Government not 8.
bring down weasures. lle admits that duty, but
he thinks that all, cr nearly all, the great
yuestions requiring legislation, are settled. Is
itso? Does no measure romain, which requires
to bo perfected? Is ghere nothing to be done,

.0 keep abreast of the progress of the agel I

gannot accept the Attorney General's defenve, 1
beljeve there iz much to be done, and that the
snergy and ability with which the AttorneyGe-
neral snd his Government have hitherte intro-
duced ani ocarried through important mensures,
will continue to be exbibited, I hoge, sir, that
many of the statéments to which I have referred,
and whioh I am willing to consider and do von-
sider, as loose and unguarded expressions, will
be modified or withgrawn; that the Government
will take & view of ity duties and its responsibi.
tities more in accordance with the sentimenta
b ought to distingwish a Liberal and progres-
sive Adwinisteation, 1 awm quite willing to
make the full allowanee for the ' difficulties
which way bave eoxisted during the past
yenr ip preparing wessures and bringing Shem -
before the House. I am willing to consider
thig as an exception; and it is because I believe

it to be so, and because I believe that the Go- .

vernment will not be found in the future less
desirous of promoting the best interests of the .
oountry than it has been in times past, thaet I.
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place them from their positions. At the same
time' [ feel they owe it to themselves and the
country to get forth a more consistent, geuer-
ous, snd enlurged view of their duties and reg-
ponsibilities a8 a Government, if they wish to
retain the confidence of the people of this Pro-
vinco. ‘

‘Hon. Provineial Secretury—I have only one
fault to find with the speosh of my honorable
friend the learned n:ewber for Colchester, who
has just sat down, and ig is that he haz repudi.
ated a supposed sentimont of mine that has ve-
casioned some disvussion,without having allowed
me an opportunity of oxplaining it betore he
commented on it. Any honorable gentieman as
long conversant with the practice of this House
(in relation to its debates) as I bave been, will
quite understand how practicable it isforan
cxporienced and adroit debater to invest himself
with an air of perfeot sincerity, and fulminate
his indignant eloquence against assumed viola-
tons of Copstitutional principles, when the
wotive of his barangue is the desire to damage

-~ and demolish & political adversary, the means

being considered sanctified by the end. I must,
therefore, be purmitted to Lulieve that my sen-
timent, already referred vo, rolating to Execu-
tive duties, bas been rather misinterproted, tu
serve a party purpose, than really misunder-
stood.  Tho chargo, in coanexion with which it
was uttered, was, that the Governwent brought
down no measures, I remarkeld that the duties
of Government-—toeaning, of course, the peculi-
ar and more important dutics of Governmont—
were Executive, and not Legislative 1 did not
design to conveoy an iwpression that I did not
conceive it the duty of Administration to sur-
vey, with a vearching eye, all pointe of dowestic
economy tn their various relations, and to ad-
vance them by well.contrived measures of le-
gislation to bo submtted to this Assembly.
This Government has practically shown its re-
cognition of that duty. [t could not disavow
that responsibility without denying the very
foundation of the existing Adminstrative Con~
stitution. [t is really judicreus to observe the
new ground taken by the Oppositivn, in contrast
with that first assutaed by it.  Now, 1o this ad-
vanced period of the debate, wo are gravely told
that we havo quite misconceived the intentiuns
of our opponents, and the weaning of the motion
submitted from the chair. That motion was
simply thut the llouso shoud go into Commiltee
upou the Elective Legistutive Council question,
and not one syllable has eeen uttured in dobate,
having the most remote counexion with it
Naow, the honurable feader of Opposition tells vs
tnat all his eluguent strictures upon the praeti-
cal conduet of this Government, weunt nuthivg
lazs thau to invelve a vote of want of confidence
1w the Adwinigtrativn  But, witheut iguoring
oul' sendes, wa cannot acknowledge this, The
swallest amount of discernment suffices to per-
ceive thut all this prelusive skirmsning is de-
rigunod to precede -an strack upon the Govern-
went, if, indoed, the forces of Oppesition are not
now actually advancing to the segault. lave
w0 not Just huard the ebarp, pattering, well sus-
taived musketry firo, wherewith the honorelle
Leader. of Opposition opencd the eugngement!
tave wo nos seen the youny recruits thrown out
to gall us with their Minie riflest—and 18 not
tho heavy artillery of the learned membor for
Annapolie, that waa designed to thin our files

- EDUCATION.

nl;ould be dispored téwréuist‘any inotiou to dis-

with grope and cannister, still booming in our.
ears! With all these evidences of an onslaught
appenling to our sensos, it is rather too much to
expect of ug, to believe that we are notattacked.
Uue bonorable member, who seemed to' assuwe
that eur offices were held without responsibility,
aud without even Jabor, drew an amusing pic-
ture of membors of Government folding their
arms, and reposing upon beds of down ' Per-
haps, if the honorable gentleman were favored
with a peep behind the Executive curtain, he
-would see more care aud less luxurious indo-
lence, than be has imagined. Certain it is, that
the tenure of our'places depends upon the plea-
sure of this Houso, of which a majority can, at
any moment, displace us, when they are con-
vineod that we do not act up to our duties and
our respounsibilities.

The debate was here broken off to be contin-
ued, and the House adjourned. C.

p— MW

SATURDAY, March 1.

C. B ELECTIONS.

The MHonorable the Speaker laid before the
House the Poll Books used in the late Eleoction
for the County of Richmond, and Township of
Arichat, transuntted to him by the Sheriff of
the County of Richuond.

It was ordored that so wuch of the said Polk
Bouks as referred to the Election fur the County
of Richmond, be referred tv the Committee ap-
pointed to try the merits of that Eleotion, upen
the petition of Charles F. Harrington; and that
50 much of them as referred to the Election for
the Township of Arichat, be referced to the
Committee appuinted to try the merite of that
Election, ou the petition of llypolite Marmaud.

NAVIGATION.
Mr. Bill was added to the Committeo on Na-
vigation Securities.
RALLWAY, ‘
The Honoreble Provincial Seeretary, by com-
mand of the Lisutenant-Uovernor, presented to
- the House o communication from the Chairman
of the Board of Raulway Cowmissioners, sccom:
psnied by a plau of 8 proposed vxtenston of the .
Rauilway from the Doeput at Kivchmond, to North
Street, in the city, and an estimate of the ex-
pense of construction; referred to the Commit-
tee on Railway Affairs.

BILLS.

The following bills were severslly read a se-
cond time, und referred to the Committee on
Private Billsi—

A bifl to legnlize the Gravd and Petit Juries
for the Counties of Uape Breton and Richmond;
u il te inverporte the Trustees of the Seuth
Daptist Meoting House at Wilmot; o bill to
provido for » Towu tall, nt Onslow; a bill to
wourpurate New Caledonia Lodge, at Picton; a
Lill to ennbio the inbabitants of the towns eof
Pietou and New Glosgow, to ussess themselvoes
fur meking und repairing streets and sowors; &
bill to enable tho Corperation of Halifax to pro-
oure o General Burvey of the City; a bill to on-
able the Corporstion of Halifex to make im.
proved sidewalks in the City; and a bill to pro-
vide for tho repuir and maintenancy of streets in
the City of Halifax, L o
‘ ‘ ' RDUCATION,

Hon. Attorney General introdaced a bill en-
titled an aot for the better encouragement of
- Education; read a first time, : .
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noss. .

A petition of certain inhabitants in the-coun-
ty of Richroond, was presented by Mr. Murtell,
prayiny for legislation te prevent the dostrue-
tion of Sheep by Dugs, in the Taland of Cape

. Breton; roferred to Messrs. McKeagney, Me-
Kenzie, Morrison, Chmmbers and Martell, tv ex-
amine and report by bill or otherwise, upon tho
general subject. ‘ ‘

LIQUORS. ‘

Mr. Morrison prosented a bill for vestrieting
the sule of Intuxicating Liquors; read a first
time,

‘ PEIITIONS, BT,

. The fcllowing potitiuns were geverally pre-
sented-~— ‘ ‘

A petition from the inhabitants of Mabou
and its vienity, in tho County of luverness, by
the hon. Atlorney General.

A petition of certain inhabitants of Colehest-
er, by Mr. Morrigun.

Two petitions licm the male inbabitanls of
tho County ot Shelburne, and three potitions
fromn the femule inhabitants of the same county,
by Mr. White, praying the Iouse Lo pass an act
to restrict the sale and use of intoxicating
liguors; laid on the table.

On metion. of the hunorable the Attorney
General—

The bill for tho management of the Proviucial
Customs, was read o second tiwee and referred to
a Select Committes, cowposed of the Hlenoruble
Attorney eneral, Messrs, Lsson, Mclenuie,
Killamn, Whitan, Martell and MeCiearn.

Mr. MoDonald, from the Committee on Pri-
vate Bills, reperted that they had cousidered
tho bill to alter the timo of holding the Sessions
for the County of Lunenburg; the il for fur-
ther incrensing the Capital Rtoek of the Jalitax
Water Company; the bitl to set off an addition-
al PBlectoral District within the County of An-
napolis; ‘and the bill to enable the inhabitants
of Pugwash to procure a Firc Engine; and had
direoted bim Lo report them without any amend.-
ment; and that they had alvo considered the
bill to authorize the sale ol the old Proshyteri-
an Meeting llouge at' Windeor, with an amend-
ment. )

The bills were read a second titne and com-
mitted. :

The Hon. Mr. Wier, from the Committee ap-
pointed to consider the petition of Simon Fraser,
asking compensation for the loss of a horse
killed by comieg in contact with the telegraph
wires, reported that the commwittee could not,
under the circuzmstances of the case, recommend
the House to grunt the prayer of the Petitioner.
The repott was received and adopted.

M, MeDonald reported fiom the Cowminitteo
on the subject of the Deal, Dumb, and Biind;
the report was roceived and adopted.

CONSTILUTIONAL DEBATE.

Mr Chambers—Mr. Speaker, belore this dis-

cussion _be resumed, 1 rise for the purpose of
asking ibe hon. and learned momber for Cum-
berlaud whother he means the question he has
put and the debate he has raised to test ihe
strength of parties in this House, or whether
he really meant to ‘draw, out the opinion of
" 'members of this House as to construction of the

Legislative Couneil and the adaptation -to it of”

" the Eleotive principle; because,” sir,' if" the
dobate contemplatés neither ope result or the
other, it is a mere waste of time. b

!

- not.

. motion, dr. to
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Dr. Tupper—Tho motion I made, sir, speaks, -
far itself. At the tirue X rose the House had,
no husiness before it, and after alluding to, 48
thet eireamstance I concluded by making a.mo- 9
tion which was to open a partioular channel for,
the trunsaction of business I confined myself
to the siugle point 'so often menticned by the, |
hon. and learned Attorney General himself that. '
there ‘was no business before us, If the disous-; 3
sion hag assunicd ‘n wider and move general tone, , -
it is solely the fault of the Government, whosa 8
moembers wanléred ofl into various subjects of,
debate iustead of giving a simple explanation -
on a single point, and allowing a question to ba .-
put which I had a right to suppose would: have, -
boen nssentéd to without division. The billl, A
moved to go into commmittes on, wa3 one of the -
highest importance to the people of this coutis
try; but the Provincial Secretary announced. .
such o most strange and extraordinary doetrine, .
that he has called up members on both sides.of,
the Housc to repudiate and denounce it. I have,

Tistened to the debate, so far, with greab attens, -~

tion; and as it appears to have assumed  rather; ©
a formidable cowplexion L shall ask permissiou ,

'to sny a tow words at the close of it, as I belieys , -

that is a privilege [ am entitled to. ' T amnot '/
partioular as to the time, bat will await the -
convenience of the 1louse; but this I will say i
that if this debate is to test the principle of the ]
Legislativa Council Bill, it has not yet com- ,
wenced. As rogards o vote' of want of confi- .
dence, f assurc the Government if that were f
my intention, I should have had to frame s’ |
much longer bill of indictment against them :
than 1 have yet submitted. R

ilon. Provincin) Secretary—The hon. ‘gonbté"lf;; 3
man’s whole argument was based on the idea of .

a Vote of Want of Contidence, ARG

Hon. Attorney Ueneral—Sir, this debate Las?
become, by whatever weans, a constitutional’, .|
debats; and it ought, and must have, & consti-., "]
tuticonal end.  Have we not, Mr. Speaker, been, ]
taut ted with incompetence, and ohallenged, %o. 1.
comw out and give ocur views on Rcsponéihg&;}; Iy
Government; and wo aro ready. It cannot’ be.:
gaid that the Guvornment have invited or coul
ed party action; wo have progressed steadil
with the business of the segsion; and if th
hon. metber for Comberland had been content
to allow the session to flow on smoothly, as if,
was proceeding, ho should have had no parsy de-
tion froru us. But sinco he has chosen his ground:
and prompted us to peet him, leb usnow try,
the matter out; and I for onme desire now te
know who are ready to support ug and who dr
Who, sir, would sit here and remain_in
dvubt of that fact, sfter what has occurred herov::
tor the last two days”? The subject of tliéff.[}g-?f;g#“
gislative Council Bill has engrossed no part ,htﬁ}f»”"
this duscussion and probably will not. I there=:
fore iuvite the hon, and learmed mémber for
Cumberland, either to withdray his presentz |
alter it to .a Vote of Want'of:
Contfidence. If he will do neither, theén it i§'
quite competent for nny member to dispose’ of
his motion by an amendment.  Most certziiﬁ}x%;
1 sholl not permit the debate to close without
o {ull explanation of the principles of R_espoﬁ?
sible Governmont which govern und guide,the
present Aministration; and, under, which they
enjoy, and I hope ate cntitled to enjoy, the'6o)
fideuce of this Houe and of the couitry.”

' Dr. Tuppsr.—L have already staved thatthe
range this discussion hes assmmed hag ariser

SN
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_solely in consequence of the conflicting remarks
of members of the Government themselves.
‘And, sir, Jooking 8t these specches, I do not
monder 'that the honorable Attorncy General:
fesls the neceseity of defining his position,
After the extraordinary scene of the last two
days, wherein cne member of the Government
rose to propound principles only to be de-
sounced and repudiatd by another, I do mok
wonder that the honorable and learned Attor-
ney General should long for an opportunity to
reconcile the contradictions of a large and
‘prominent section of his rabinet, I do not
~wonder, &ir, that feeliog the ground srumbling
beneath his.feet, ho should hastily seek a divi-
‘sivn of this House, in urder,it possible,to srcure
o majority before honorable members here have
had an opporturity of ascertaining how far the
disgeneions in the Cruncil extend, or the char-
acter of tho measures the Government is pre-
_pared to submit for the sction of this Assebly.
I wonder not, sir, that an early opportunity has
been chosen by the learncd crown officer to
achieve, if possible, and loudly procleim, a
party victory; but I do trust, sir, that the con-
-duet we have secn heretofore and now will be
duly appreciated by honorable members; that
they will view the motion I have made on its
~ own merits, withont reference to party organi-
“aation, and that on this, as on every other
" question, they will demand from the members

of Goveroment an cpen and straightforward

~ expression of their opinions, without holding
up the phantom of party to alarm the timid or
alarm the weak. Ido not hesitate to eay that
the conduct of the Government does not aston-
{sh me — it Temains for this House to say how
far the policy they have commenced with shall
be pursued. I shall await the explanations
“which the Hon. Attorney General bas promised
us; snd I for one shall not shrink from the
trank expression of my opinion on the doetrines
he way announce, and on the anocmalous posi-
tion he and his collesgues occupy—rife with
' Qiggensions, and scarcély able to agree here on
one 'single point. C

 Hon. Attorney General.—I1 am happy, Mr.
' Speaker, to inforin the bonorable member for
Cumberland that there are no disagreements or
" disgensions among members of the Government,
but that they are as cerdially united in feeling,
as they are harmionious in action and principle.
There may be some misconceptions as to tho
meaning of a hagtily uttered sentenco-—miscon-
ceptions raised and prolonged in  a spirib of
migchief—m. conceptions, forsootn ! rugarding
‘principles which wore settled in this Legisla-
ture ten or fifteen years ago, and which, far
from being susceptible of doubt, are as clear as
" noonday. While on my feet, sir, I will give, in
s few brief words, my concéption of what is
‘Responsible Government. I do nok intend to
enter into an elaborate history of the conflicts
which agitated this and the adjacent Provinces

‘previous to the visit 'of that emlightened and -

far-seeing statesman, the late' Earl of Durbauw,

whose profound, liberal and “sagacious views, .

. enunciated in the report which proceeded from
' his pen while Guvernor General of British Ame-

 rica, sbould ¢mbalm his memory in the hearts
" of Britizh Colenists” in all time t6 ccme. The

principles he avowmed and gave’ permanent ex-, .
istence’ 0, ure ‘to airople thel they would b

diffonly if ot fisgomible 10.be misundorstond.
19, et Aisha, sk, the folonien bod 1o

g ]

St T

- Jasugh thels Baprusaararemnt

CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE. 8

¥
AT

Ledl

_presentative bodies, but they wers always in
autagonizm with the Executive- Governments §
which were generally powerful enongh to ao-
erce the Legislaturs nnd set the paople at defl-
Ance ; go that Caoada, Nova Scotis and New
Brunswick, were thrown back to the days of
Chatles the First in England—the rights of the
peuple trampled on, the voice of their represen-
tatives set at nanght, and revelutions. almost
threatened in every Colony. What said "Earl

Durbam? He saw the fatal error at oncs. snd

said to Englarid —oast off this antiquated sys-
tomn, and bring into play the pridciples which
have prevailed in Great Britain since tho reves
lution of 1688; place the reins of Government
in the hands of men possessing the o mfidence
of the people, and you restore peace and har.

mnuy whero discontent nud snsrchy provail. .

Thig, sir. is the body and essénce of Responsible
Governmeat. How does it apply in the mother:
country T And, sir, I must express my esurprise
that T am here in 1836,epeaking upon questions
which were settled in this Legislature so many
years ago. 1 feel almost ashamed at thus
wasting the time of the House in discagsing the
A B O of Responsible Government; and +#he
gentlemen who bave imposed upon me this duty
nro paying a ve-y poor compliment to “the pa-
tience and sagacity of mewbors of this House.
From the time of the Ear! of Durbam our insti-
tutions have gradually been moulded in humble
imitation of those of the mother country, some
differences being of course inevitable: " Our Ex-
coutive Council stands in a different position
from the analogous Body in England, There
the Privy Council is not known or recognised
by any law or authority whatever, cxoept the
will of the Crown; and this small body of men,
whose changing existence may be traced a0 fa
back as the days of William the Third, forms
the nucleus of administrative strength; ‘and
though not even mentioned by Blaokstone,

_yecognised by any act of Parlisment, or patent

or grant from the Crown, embodies in itself the
guprame exeoutive power of the state. .Not g0
the Executive Council of this Province. It has
g legal suthority derived from the act of the"

Crown, which says that our Execulive shall

cousist of nine members and nob more, than.
pipe. Look at the system formed by Lord.
Sydenbam and brought in by Mr. Harrisonin
1844—to define the relative powers of the Ex-

ceutive and Legislative branches of the:Gove -

erpraent. What bave we got now ? Who com-

pose tbe administration 7 ' A body of men rest-
{ng their whole power on and deriving all their

authority from the people; liable at any instant.
to be cumpelied to retire—should the publio
requize that at their hands. 1%
them to publie’ confidence ? 'Their unyielding’
advacaey and support of those principlés which
have conferred that power on the people; their
recognition on all occasions of the'right of the
people to exercise that power;, qnq;eg-equal
with these, the just, impartial ‘and fair admip-
istration of public affairs—conjoined with an
ever vigilant regard for the’ reqmrcgn;e{ntdsthof‘
the couniry?  To all these qualifications

I iaintain tbat -the Government can’ lay

dlaim; . and in this congists that, golid, gub-

stantial, practical, and eve:
which clothes oyery member o
yon] dignity and ubstential power,
the ‘paopls. thn gontrol over the..

this House with
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stitation has designed them to exercise. Now,
#i?, {nto what does all this tempest that has been
raided, respecting & remark of the honorabt:
Provinoial Secretary’s, resclve itself 1 He snid,
if 1 apprehended him aright, that—i wwhere no
neoegsity for measures existed, the Government
were not. bound to introduee any;”—in faet,
that the Guvernment were not to be turned into
mers bill hunters; but he did adwmit thit the
Admjnistration were bound—where necessity
existed—to bring down and carry such measures

a8 the country required. I5 not this sound doo-
trine? Sir, I soarcely think the most ultra of
Liberals would guarrel with such a proposition.

Bnt, gir, [ may be told that o profess is one .

ing, to practice uncther; that we may mauke
déolarations, while our actions do not accord
with them. I need not advert to' tho facts re-
ferred to by the honorable the Solioitcr General
—~—but, there are some three or four measures
brought in and matured since April, 1854, to
whioh I can turn with setisfaction and pleasure.
I'bave been reproached. again and again, with
having been the active advoceie and champion
«of the Reciproeity Bill. I accept the responsi-
bility, and am propared to stand or fall by the
duccoegs ur failure of that measure, Perhaps, sir,
thare is no man in this country who did more to
effcct the introduction of that messure thun
myself-~it was carried against the strenuous op-
position of the honorable and learned members
for Auonspolis, Pictou and Guysborough, the
tact and genius of wy honorable {riend Mr.
Howe being enlisted in their aid—but it way
onrried, and 1 look to the pages of our Statute
‘Book'on which that Act is recorded, with feci-
ings of pride and pleasure, because I know that
nothing can so tend to develope, open up, and
e;pénd the best resources of our country, as re-
‘oiprocad Free Trade with tho great Empire of
the West, Again, sir, last winter, by means of
‘s Commission, of which the honorable the Soli-
oitor General and nyself were active mebers,
we succéeded in sweeping away the abuses of the
Chancery Court, and gave to this country a
cheap, effective, and thorough administration of
he Equity Jurisprudence, which, I to not hesi-
tate to say, has effected o saving of thousands of
pounds apnually to the Provirce, independent,
entirely, ot the ulterior advantages; and, sir, if
the present Administration were to vanish to-

‘morrow, that single Act would entitle them to

‘the respect of this people. Now, were the Ex-
ecutive idle daring the recess? The priueiple
of Assessment for Education, long considered as

. of dubious application and doubtful resalts, has
. been incorporated in'a bill which now lies on
your table, requiring the assent of this House.

‘ I,b~ touches a. vast variety of intevests, and has
. Beeni the fruit of much care. Again, sir, there
. are the bills regulating our systom of Railway
' Abbessinent and Railway Tiuence, the latter
inh'@y;mg' for its quqct the borrowing of £200,000,
'ﬁm;_gbq completion of the great undertaking in
‘whlich we ure ongaged ; these, sir, are the grounds
.on 'whieh our professions are based; this our ac-
Yion, a thousaid times hotter than any vain pro-
ténsions, or empty, unsubstantial, declarations.
QS“‘" I feol that L'ows an apology to this Honse
for. ‘ocoupying your' valuable timo with ox-
ip!g.’na:‘;‘x'qgs‘op‘a‘s_ub,jgcb'whivoh must be perfectly
dﬁ{tgj}x‘a}; (to ‘every honorable xmember of .this
‘ ’ﬁggﬂgieyen Ahe youngest; but there is ome
Yemark'which fell Tast ovening from iy honor.

3
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opinions have, as they desorve, my. Highess
esteom—requiring some explatiation from ge,
Sir. he touched a delicate a.n(fidﬁifgicﬂt{‘,ﬁlnt
wheu he referred to the authority which the .
Goveroment should exercise in the dizmissal of
publio officers—who have made themsglves ob.
noxious to the Government. Sir, t,he(cdn‘sg;&ua |
tional history of Englsnd since 1688-a goun-
try which from that. time down to the preasnt
hag been the finest, most prosperous and happy
on the face of the globe-—gives dirdet contra.
diction to some of the dootrines faid down by
honcrable gentlemen in the course of this de-
bate.” Take wp the voluminous, records of the
Nouse of Comumons—and I will’ "vpnt}vxqu to
assert toat all the abstract propositions en- |
nounced in that House might be printed ‘ona ;
single page. Therofore, sir, I do not intend'to ,
lay down any general principle—it is un-Brit-
ish, it is unwise. Whenéver the Goysromént |
come down and agsert the general doctrine that
they intend removing snbordinate officers solely
on political grounds, the members of the oppo-
-sition may charge it home on them; but surely
they are not justified in assailing an evil which
does not exist. It iz quite enough for the Go-
vernment that they huve not yes acted on that
principle. But, gir, there is a wide distinetion
between appuintments to officc and removals |
from office. Appointments must to u large ex- |
tont neccssarily partake of a party charaoter.
Earl Grey in his celebrated despatch enungintes
the doetrine very clearly and- succinctly ss fol.
lows: ‘

¢ With respect to the claims urged by the
Executive Council, that the existing Adminjs.
tratien has to encounter the active or concealed
hostility of many persons holding official em-
ployments, and that one head of a department ‘
at least voted against the return of the Attorney
General and Provineial Seeretary to the Asdem.
bly, I have to observe that I have no rXemedy
against what is termed  the concealed hostility’
of persuns holding pérmanent offices to ah Ad-
ministration opposed to that to which they may
have been indebted for their appointments. It
is impossible that such persons should, like all
othiers, bave their personal political feelings,
and it is not unnatural that they should. desire
the advancement of the party to power, to whomn
they are thus indebted, hut these persons must
be aware that the condition upon, which they.
will be suffered to e¢njoy exemption from  dis-
missal for auy cther cause but that of positive
miseopduest, will be that they should abstsin
from taking any active part in political con-
tests,  Such indeed is the well understood. rule
which prevails in this coundry, and I am of opinion
that a similar rule should be enforced in Nova Sco-
tia. Lu tne smaller sveicty of a Colony, .it is
not unreasonable to expect thay party digputes
should run higher than iu the larger.and more
settled society of this Couutry; and it beoomes
the morc necessary, therefore, that,in the Cole-
nies neutrality in party coutests should be . ob-.
gerved on the part of holders "of office not re-
garded a3 politicul. 1 should thnk it by no
means wnrecsonable to mwake it hnown, ta such’
persons, that they w.uld be expected to abstaln from:
ihe ex roise of their vight of voting at Jlections
wgamst any Member of the existing Administrotion
Jar the time beng, inasmuch as they opufd, jot
give suoh voto without forfeiting  that neutral
‘positign in. politics which is thigegndition of
theif permanent tenure’ gf,‘qux‘, ‘Tagpedtive
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: jected by the law of this country.

ofices. Perhaps it might not be unattended
with advantage td énforce this rule by legisla-
tion, and fo impose upon the holders of subor-
dinate aituations in the public service in Nova
scotis, the sawe disqualification from faking
oy part in Elections to which all persons om-
ployed in the collection of the revenuc are eub-
‘ It wmaust, of
aourge, bo also required from 'them, thut they

R should honestly and faithfully disecharge the
8 duties of their offices, and afford all the mesist-

unce in their power to the actual existing Ad-

® ministration, and without reference to any pos-

sible difference from their politicat opinions.”
Now, sir, in every case 'of dismisssal by the
the Government I shall bo prepared to defend
tho actiou of the Government on the sound cop-
stitutional doctrine here laid down.

at present, but content myself with having

8 dissipated the mists and shadows thathonorable
¥ gentlewon have sought to throw around it.

Mr. Murshal said—1I had made up iy mind,
Mr, Speaker, not te interfere in this debate, nor
shall I now address the House at any length;
but when [ find the hon. and learned Attorney
treneral offering o statewment here not in ascord-
anoe with the facts, I feel bound to give it as
unqualified o denial ns the rules of Parliament
will permit. 1t is unfortunate for that hon.
and learned gentiowmnn that when he feels in-
shimed to exhibit his vast oratorical ability and
treat the Iouse to a detuil of the many benéfits
he has done the country, he cannot refrain
from mis-stating the views and conduet of others.
He asgerted that I opposed the Reciprocity Bill;
that assertion is grossly ineorrect, and is only
equalled by another statement of his, previous-
ly given to the country, that I had asserted, in
my place in Parliament, my intention of repu-
disting the Railway Loans The published
reports give the contradietion to the latter, and

with respect to the former I feel vbliged to say

that his statement is grossly incorrect. I have
made these remarks to prove that I will not
allow myself to be misrépresented even by the
hon. and learned Attoruey General for Nova
Sootia. ‘ : o

Mr. McFarlane said—[Lam a young mewber

of this House, and therefore am not disposed to

intrude myself on the notice of hon. members;
the more especially that .this discussion has
srisen most unexpectedly, But, sir, where a
grave constitutional question is in debate 1
cannot allow it to pass without expressipg my
opinions. . 1 came to this House the representa-

tive of & large and intelligent county, disposed’

and desirous, 80 far as my humble abilities
would perisit, to aid the hon and learned leader
of the Government.in carrying oub any wea-
sures designed to promote the well being of ths
country. It wasmy desire to-obtain ag the pub-

lic business went along information, instruction,,

and improvement, I came hiete, ir, undor the
full conmviction that Repounsible Government
was established on a firm basis—that the publie

business could be conducted by no other system
85" efficacious and beneficial.’ - It was mat-

tor then of mueh surprise. to .me to find 'hou.

gentlemen;, members. of, the Kxecutive, enun- -
latieg views, ;éi‘dme?{i?%l!x opposed fo each

other, and I heard with strange, sensations, the
R A e o gl e i S 4 RN S
dosteine  propounded by the Hod. Provirsial
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‘Secretary, almost at the opening of the debata,
 Tait it was not the Quty '6f the Government -
to bring dowo messures caloulated to benefitthe.
country, and to aid their passage through the .
Houso with all the vigour and. authority-‘that '
the Excoutive possess.  But ‘oven: this an. '
nuuncement wis not as distasteful tome 38, the
claim put forth by the government to the right
to digsmiss subordinate officers. - Bir, no ‘ncts -
ever perpetrated by any Government in. this- -
country have caused the same excitement and -
engendered the same ill-feeling as the frequsnt
Qisrmigsal of subordinate officers by the Govern- -
ment. Why, sir, you'cannot go into the most -
distant settlement without finding it disturbed -
and distrasted by tho influence of ‘these dis. - -
placements; there is scarce' & village in the
country where some officer has not been dis-
charged snd anether less qualified to perform:
the duties of his office appointéd 'inhis ‘plase.
One would really suppoge; in view of the intes
tine broils, heart burnings and discoutents® this: -

' system has introduced that the principle enus -

ciated by the hon. member for Halifax ¢ty the ™ -
victors belong the spoils® wks no new paity
prineiple.  Sir, this debate has taken a wider
range then the opening speech of my hon, gol- -
league lod me to suppose; the wnatters to which
I siiuded were introduced extraneously. 'Ha
charged upon the Government that while -they
informed the Ilouse thers wag no business'to'
engage its attention, they bad brought down’ns -
rpeagures—had not even submitted those which,
from the Speech of Llis Excellency at the opén-
ing of the Session, wo wore led to expedét.” The
Hon, Solicitor General, with great sauvity'of:
manner, rose in his place and produced a long
ostalogue—vwhich had been’passed in vther ses-
sions; it caused me some astonishment' to héar
bim, in the recital, take credit for' measutes; -
the result of the deliberations of a cotimission . -
appointed from sil sides of the Houge. -But "
the hon and learned Solicitor General was guilty

of an omission and & nost important one;j-im -
enumerating the various measures introduséd
Ly the the Hxecutive he forgot one of the mgst
striking and important, for 1u that long ‘listwe =
find no mention of the bill by which a’ pension’
for the Commissioner of Crown Landé wad
created; an act as deeply affecting the ihite~ "
rests and feclings of this pesple as any that
ever passed this Togislature. " I should like the~
Hop. Holieitor General to introduce’ that act-in”
his catalugue —and would desire, if‘itwefe
possible to have a free expression of 'dpinien’™
frow the fifty-three gentlemen who fow cootpy '
theee benohes on-its merits. The hbdorablelsid -
learnad Attorney General tells us that it nevet
was the avowed principle of the Hxeocutiveito.

" distmigs subordinato olficers ‘merely om “pary’ -

grounds. I test the policyof an administration:. ..
by their public conduct;, and so far’ss' [1have . ..
had an' opportanity of judging the acts' of the:
bonorable and learned Attorney Goneral sndi: »

! 'hig oolleagues are in direct spbversionof that -
Leb me instance the county.I have . .

principle. haye ..
the honor to represont; wiil'is be believed thag .. .
in s county returning myself and my hon. coljea-; .
gue there are on the magistrates benoh but twelve.

P PRYAL] .?»‘ &)
of our supporters, while fifty-five are supporfers’.
of the Aduidisiration, ind. thif .ﬁiief’?agrgi’é;og‘;f
exists Tiot ‘only a4 Tepards magistrates, bugfh,
all othey conntyoffiodrs. ° It 18 notmy infention " .
“to advert:to the Wholegals" disailssal’ of; iz lq%‘jﬁ
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markiug upon the more recent ojection of
Mr. Chandler from the offico of sheriff,—an act
in the highcst degree arbitrary unconstitu-
tional, unjust. 8ir, the honorable and learned
lealer of the Government secmus desirous of
pressing this question to a division thas ke may
ssoertain who are and who are not his frierds;
he seems desirous of reintroducing the old sys-
tem—of raising the party ery aund dividing the
House not as the opinions ef honorable mem-
bers would individually dictate but purely in the
spirit of party. 1f this be his policy, if he
will on all ceccasivns, right or wrong, arouse
party feeling to drown individual judgment, let
the country understand it, and I think thu peeple
will be inclined to say, as was said of old, “n
plague on both your Houses;” and the honest,
Antelligent, yeomanry of the country, sullvring
from the contipued trammels imposed on them,
will make an effort to place the governing pow-
or in the hands of men more compet nt-—uctiat-
ed by other and wore constitutionul priucipices
—who will exert the power with which the
people may invest them to extend their liberties
end enlarge their practical freedom, Sir, Lam
free to admit that among the Liberal Paity ain
men of talent, integrity, and public spirit, bul
I do not believe thai in that party s comprised
all the merit, all the virtue, ali the intelligence,
——and I think they have acted harsbly, unwise-
iy and unjustly, in endeavoring to preseribe and
put down those who honedtly differed with them
in opinion. Sir, the honorable and leurned
member for Colchester is a firm supporter of the
Goverament; to the views and cpinious he ex-
pressed I heartily subscribe, and, if the Govern-
ment ucted on them, and ou them alone. they
should have wy support. But, when I find that,
though admitted in theory, they aro repundiated
in practice—that thoe fruit borne by this beauli-
ful Constitutionaf Tree of Reasponsible Govern«
ment, 50 admirably described by the honorable
and learned Attorney tienmeral, is reserved cn-
tirely for one party—and that he and ks
friends only are {0 have vhe liberty of plucking
it; when they gresp at all the offices, appuint-
ing nore but their political adherents. and re-
moving that they may appoint; when I fiud no
subordinate officer safe, und that the honorable
and learned Attorney General, while he is dis-
placing them in numbers, refuses to announce
the propriety of dismissing on party grounds-—
when I find all this, ! feel dispused to thiok
that the sentirents of the honorable and learned
member for Colehester ure confined to himself
alone, and find no place in the Administration.

Hon. Attorney General—I would be glad,
Mr. Speaker, if the honorable and learned mem -
ber fur Cumberland would favor us with the
names of that lon: list of subordinute ofificers
and magistrates who, he alleges, have been dis-
mis:ed. Where are they? Can he point thom
out?

Mr, McPFarlane—I introduced it as a general
charge; when the opportunity sirives I shall
be prepared to show that whwt I have stated is
oorrect. B ‘ ‘ ‘

Hon. Attorney General—That will not do.
will ‘not accept that,” The honorndle and leara-
ed member comes forward,and, in the face of
the whole country, asserts that subordinate ofi-
cers_and magistrates have been dismisged in’
. large numbers by the Administra.ion, T agke—

Where arethoy? They do mot exist; the factis
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not so. Let him take what time he please, he . -
cannotfind them, If the honorable and learned,
member in the heat of debate has made an over
colored statement, let him rotract it—if not, let
him give the names—which, having made tHe;
statersent, he should be prepared todo. < %
Dr. Tupper—I ask the bonoieble and learned
Leader of the Government if ho was not a party. =
to the dismissal of wagistrates, not by tens, bs’,‘z&fé

by fifties? ‘ Y
General—I hope, for their own, ‘Z

sy ‘:5~ bR

Hun. Altorney
sakes, that honorable mombers opposite - desire
to disenss this watter fairly, We are dealing -
with & grave, publio question, and it is 'of the, B
utmost moment that the country should tho-'.:,
ronghly understand its iwpors. The dismissal .*
of ioagistrates was made in 1848—at a timp o
when L was not a member of the Executiv .
and six years before the foundation of the pre- -1
gent Executive. But it was not with respect to
mugistrates that the honorable and learned ™
member for Cutsbertand spoke.  When he desls >
with that guestion, the Governoient will be™ S
prepared to meet him. He asserts that subordis. kS
nnte officers had been dismissed in numbers. I’
‘have given the assertion a comnplete contradio: .
teon, and, until the hooorable and learned gen-
tlcman shows some grounds for it, he musthe 7
content to abide 1he consequence, R
br. Tupper—I contend that Road Commission-
ers ave subordinate officers, and they have been
removed to a large exteat. ‘ o
Ifon. Mr. Johnston—1 would ask why magis-
tratcs aro placed in a lower position than subors
dinato officers? I should think they are placed |
in a higher positinn. ‘ o
Hon. Attorney General--Don’t let the honors &
able member for Annapolis mistake me. ‘I am .
not contrasting the relative position of magis:
trates and sabordinate offivers. I desire to pres'
vont an impression from going abroad that e
bordinate ofiicers—such as Pest Officers, Regi
trars of Deeds, &e.,—have been dismissed, o
party grouuds. I assert that this has not beep
done in « single mstance. e
Hon. Provincial Secretary—7There is an.‘old
fable: ¢ it you did not disturb tho stream, yo
grandfather did,” L
Dr, T'apper. The hovorable and learned:
Attorney General has said that the Govern:
meat has never, in a -single instance, dis
missed o subordinate officer’ oa. politie
gronnds. I join issue 'with him on’ that”
point, and wiien I again have an opport=:
ity of addressing the House, I shall she
that they bave doneso.
Hon. J. W, Jolnston. The Hon, Attornsys
General is as usual non-committal ; he willi
neither avow or disavow the principle of res
moving incumbents from office on par
grounds. To:morrow the Government ‘riay:
act on that principle without compromising
themselves,—and whed I find the leader
Government refusing either to affirm or)
affirm o principle of. policy, I take it
afficmed.. ., L
Hon. Attorney, General. The -Atto
. General has iong ago made up hismiid !
it was impossible to do or: sg,y”ﬂg.gy‘tr.l%ﬁﬁgif:@
@ Y.

‘captable to the Honorable and“learne
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“'ever ho produces'me an cxaliple of
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mmmter—mthout necessity, asserting and
laying dewn’ an abstract principle—I may
feel myzelf compmo,fi to follow the example.’
Until he does, I assert sach s practice to be
sontrary to th> genius and spirit of British
legisl.tion, The public judge of a govern-
ment by its aots—by its puncxples—-as de-
veloped in action.

Hon. Mr. Johnston. In the name of com-
mon sense, to what have we listened for an
hour this morning. The honorable and
learned Attornay Ceuneral comes down to
this House, and with a flourish of trumpets
enunciates nvmclples which we all sdmit;
hut when he comes to the main pomt«-t‘uh
real question at issue—he broadly asserts
tnat what Lie has been doing all the morning
is wrong, un-British, unparliamentary, Sw,
wherevar a mﬂmhm of a party asserts n
principle as one of the pelitical docivines of
bis party—no. manly statesmaan—no leader
of a Govern—.cat would for a moment shrink
from afficaiing or dxuaﬁlrmmg it, and defin-
ing the Jiraits to which tho Governwent were
prepared to carry it. Who did not feel the
nianliness of the declarat®n made by the
honorable member for Colchester? He au-

nounced broadlr and defined clearly what

his policy as a liberal was; is it less incum-
bent on the leader of the Government?  Are
we to remain in the dark us to the intentions
sand views of the Government? Why, sir,
does not the honorable and learped Attoruey
General koow that it i upon definitions of
public policy that parties divide in Englaud ?
The doetrine of political proseription aud tho
doctrine thai Government 18 not bound to
initiatr measures has been propounded Lere.
1t is for the honorable and learned leader (o
say v .1ether he accepts or disavows thone
principles as w .xims repudiated by or con-
tralling the “vtlon of the Government,

- Hon. Atte .z General. I have only one
~wocu to say. The honorable and learncd
member for ‘Anpapolis cautiously abstained
from dea¥ng with the real question in issue.
This debrue arose upon 8 question put by iha
honorable memuper for Cumberland respeet
ing the lack of businwed to oceupy the House:
certain expressions of an hoporable menbe«
-of the Government touching the duaty of the
-Government to introdude 1measures wers
seized on with avidity and made tae basis
of a violent attack on the Government. 1t
peoame necesgary' therefore to state to this
- House the amount of responsibility which in
the opinion of tie 'Executive devolved e
‘then:. ' This I did ; but upon what principle
"am I called on to define. the policy of the

Government on & point incidentally raised
. during the discussion relatwe to the dismicsal
o trasion.

of officials?
Mr. Morrison said—1I take 1t for gr-mted

Mr. Speaker, that the obyct and mtentxon ‘

of the hon.memiber for Cumberland, in put-
tmg ‘the
dxscu

ci

rde
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iestion’ he d 1clﬂ~waslto)provoke 8,
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to support them in forming ag &dmmmﬁm-
tion ; and, sir, they adopted a very wily
course to obtain their ends. They were all -
lovers of Rpsponsmie Government—delighted -
with its workings ; an admirable thmg is it
said they—~butits principles are perverted
and misipplied—its beneficial action orippled
ana destroyed, besause the wrong men are
permatted to pluck the fruit of that beautiful
tree so graphically pxr*tured in this debate.
But wnot do we find gince; these hon, gentle.
men who made such vomfelou:: protestations
of affection for Liberal principles all at once
bewmmg aware of the fuct that they had en.
tirely nnstoneeived their nature and tenden~

&

cies; assertiug that their political education '

was 1mperf‘9"t and that they would be obliged -
to recoinmence its study.
wonder that they did not understand them;
thehrs wore BN
principles of Responsible Government- and
acknowied e its benefits unless they partici-
pafcd each aud all, in illing the offices and
receiving the wamnes Tuey forgot that,
pu'n from these, it has conferred other ‘and
greater blevbm'ru on the country at large.
Where ave its fruits? they ask, Let me
answer. By the branches of this noble tree

the intelligent son of the humblest pedsant- -

may climb to the summit; its broad branches'
gtretch over the hills aud dales of our native:
province and beneath its shade the' lowliest
rests in peaceful socurity, while he exercises

the privileges of a free man, When  these

+he minds (o recuive the broad

Sir, we need net 7

0

hon. gentlemen tirst same to this House they

anncunced their intention ot supporting the -
Gigvernment whenever they thought them
right. . 1lave they dong so? Not & bit of it. °
What gave rise to this'debate? ' Any real
difference of opinion on great constiitutivnal -
questions 2 No, sir. ‘Phey supposed the time
hod arrived when they might successfully
sl & blow at the Government, and they al.
luwed their persoual feelings to overcome.
their assumed m. deration.,
that such’ effccts will cnsue in ail. Govern-
wients ; in all popular assemblics —bat thess |
tron. ,gmtlemen while they act as partizans
must not affict to be willing to give the Go: -
'vernment an impartial and- fair sapport,—
Sir, it may be painful for ne to be compeﬂed
to speak out, but 1 feel bound to say, and L -

~am justified in saying, that the action Iately

taken to defeat the Government was nothing- -
‘more nor less than an attempt to form a *
Government by bribery and corruption; that

‘these men, wiiile they professed to give: the'.
Government a fair chance gent' their emissaw v

rieg around to hon gentlenen in this House *
offering them the honors gnd emoluweunts of
ofice if they would but oppdse th - Admmm-"
Nay more, sir, that a ‘certain’ gens:

It is true, sir, ~

- . .
I

i
|

1]

k3
'

tleman profené;m g to be armed ‘with-authority & -
offered ‘to me any office I might’ name'if L

‘. would bat join them in overfummgvthev(}o

vemment-——(ﬂear, heay). " 18] admlmst
; ""be defeatéd by such ‘méang o
jppggidﬁlt%guénceq”‘ forbid w

Whidh

ey
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the discharge a sacred trust, a solemn duty;
and, gir, while I have breath to speak I will
not ceasg to condemn in the strongest terms
conduct so reprehensible. Tell me ef & third
party in Nova Scotia; tell me that the gentle.
man named i the man either in ability or
experience to wrest the reigns of Government
from the hon. and learned Attorney General;
there are too many greab questions yet to he
settled in Nova Scotia to permit our trying
an experiment 50 doubtful. Who is this Mr.
. Bomebody? Why, sir, it reminds me of u
colloquy which took place at the entrance of
New York harbour between two Sea captaing,
just after the Presidential election. The
captain of the inward bound hailed the other
and asked—¢ Who’s President ?”* ** James
K. Polk,’’ was the reply. ¢ And who the
devil is James K. Polk *>—responded the
formor.~—(Great laughter.) The hon., and
learned member for the township of Sydney
made himself somewhat conspicuous during
this debate ; he too, attacked the Govern-
ment, but from his speeches I tried in vain
to discover any difference in political opinion
to occasion opposition. It appeared to me,
" 8ir, that there was something at the bottom
more than he choose to reveal, something not
baged in political principle, but in private

and personal feeling. He spoke of the dig.

pensation of patronage, of rewarding politi-
cal adherents  Perhaps, sir, I might name
the gentleman who would not have heen so
vehement if one professed liberal had received
office. But the hon. and learped gentleman
sought to excite a feeling here from which
this Assembly should be kept entirely free,—
and that too. for.a purpose not the most noble,
high-minded, or self-sacrificing.

ly bad the sentiment passed his lips before he
sought to stab the Government by charging
them with ingratitude to one whose support
to his party—whose impassioned eloquence,
and strict regard for political principle, no
man, who.is a liberal in heart, will ever at-
tempt to deny. Sir,, the Hon. Lawrence
O’Connor Doyle did battle nobly for the
liberties of this people ; and the strict recti-

tude and honest manliness of his politieal

oareer might have taught the hon. and learn-
. ed member for Sydney the lesson that a true
hearted liberal must be prepared on all oc-
oasions to sacrifice private interest to the
public good. He might have learned a lesson
too, from the hon. member for Colchester

- (Mr. McLellan) he-has. sat in this House.

‘until the snows of seventy winters have
whitened his locks—ever the ‘unyielding

champion of the liberties of the people. Who -
has.ever heard him declaiming for office: or

seeking to disturb the ‘vaernment: hecause
he did not obtain this or that appointment ?'

No, sir, the man' who is_ not, prepared to de’

his, duty—if necessity requires—without

compensation and without reward, is no true.
liberal, “ud  the sooner. he “takes his stand

withithe place hunters;the

vith " better., We haye

#:grost, many. definjtions of Respousi-
T 4 ) . ;

“\115‘, et
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He said,
‘¢ let bye-gones be bye-gones,”’—but scarce~

the other side refuse to give more than' ganes
‘ral definitions, and, when pinned down;

.Government by
. In my. opinion

Mazez 1, 1856, .

ble Government ; my opinion is that it
means, a8 was desoribed in Lord John Rus-
sell’s despatch of 19th October, 1839,
*“Governing according to the well understood | .
wishes of the people, expressed through their
Representatives.”” Now, inmy view, if there
is any great question requiring immediate =
and cautious atteution, the Goverument of
the day should be prepared to come down' to
this [fouse with & mea-ure—subniit it, and
stand or full with it  Buat let us try the |
guestion in another point of view : a cerfain
ministry ave iu existence, the House iz dis-
solved, an clection takes place over the length
snd breadth of the land, and & large majority
returned sustaining the policy of the Guverh-
went ; by what right can any hon. gentleman
assume that the country are dissatisfied with
the Qovernment?  Sir, 1 hold that sach an
clection is the best test of the hold whioh &
Government has upon the people which could
be bad; and, therefore, I am not disposed to
allow those who come here influenced by per.
sonal feeling to decry them uunecessarily. T
shall noy trouble the House longer; I feel
that the question has been worn threadbare, °
and that anything farther said upon it cair
only lead us further from the polut and in-
volve us in inextricable confusion ; I have
performed what I conceiyed my duty in say-
ing this much,—my sentiments may have
been roughly expressed, but I hope T shall
always have manliness, when occasion re-
quires, to express my honest convictions, '
Mr. Hyde. I do not rise, Mr. Spesker,
with the hope of making quite as much of L
display—and T am confident [ have not the
power to create as much noise—as tlhe honor- .
able member who has just resumed his seat, |
I, perhaps, require education, beauty of dip~.
tion, and purity of style, to enable me to
compete, in these respects, with my honor- -
able friepd and colleague from the North
Riding of Colchester. Bat, sir, it is quite
evident that one fuct has been developed duf- |
ing this debate, with which the country’
should be acquainted, namely, that thers isp
differenve of principle and opinion between
the members of the Admipigtration—~that -
there is & kind of political cannabalism going: -
on~that they ave living on each other, This ~
being the case, it appears to me that it was "
quite time some movement should be tade.
What would be said in the mother country;
or in any other country where the principles - -
of legislative Government'by popular asgéin- .
blies is understood, if, among those charged
with executive functivns, division, distrast,.’
and dissimilarity of opinion, existed. * We’ye
had & great many general definitions’ of -Re-
spousible Government; with.many of whic
we all concur; but honorable gentleman:on ™"

certain point,erefuse either to affirm oif@éﬁy{ .
Lask, is this ianly or Statesmanlike?" Wa ™"

are.told that' @eépd'géiglg_yG’g;iv ment; mes
arty.  Whatis'a par
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‘cossmmmonat, e
Joined together, agreeing on some great ques-

tion, and lending their united efforts to earry
it'out. ' What have we here? Where is tho
great question ? What divides parties > We
ga*fé nothing to divide us—there is no great
question ou_which we differ. Why, then, I
ask, should not the best men—men who real-
ly and truly admire the principles of Respon-
sible.Government, snd are prepared to carry
them out—men not divided amon g themselves
—who Wwill not get up in this House and ex-
press an opinion on a great coustitutional
point one moment, which they will be obliged
to swallow the next; a body of men not dis. ‘
united, diSccontented, and differing in opini-
on from each other; but united in opinion
and unanimous in action; having the manli.
uess to propound their’ mensures to this
House, and the strength and ability to carry
them wheu brought down, be entrusted with
- the admipistration of public affairs. Why, I
usk again, is it that the present Cabinet as.
sume & prescriptive right to office, to the ex-
clusion of such &n Administration as I have
described?
The House then adjourned. W.

— e ) DS B -

Moxpay, March 3.
LIQUOR LAW.- o

Dr. Webster presented 8 petitions from
King's County in favor of the Prohibitory
Liquor Law—Iaid on the table.

Mr. Hyde—2 petitions from Colchester on
the same subject.

Mr. Rynard—b& petitions to same effect

* from Lunenburg.

Mr., McDonald—Petitions from the Coun-
ty of Guysboro’ ana District of St. Mary’s in
favor of "the same subjéct. ‘

. CORRECTION.

Mr. Ryder.—Mr. Speaker, I bieg to call
sttention to an error which occurs in the
Sun this morning, represeutin g me as having
presented & petition for aid to drain a. pent
bog. I never presented any petition of the ‘
kind. The honorable member for Liverpoo:
(Mr. 'MecLearn,) has introduced a bill to
authoriee the . draining of a peat bog nens
Liverpool, but even that, I believe, does not
a8k aid from this House'; at any rate, I had
nothing to do witk it. I make this explana-
tion ‘that my constituents may wnderstand

' . BILLS. T,

_ The House went into Committee on Bills
and passed the bills for draining u peat bog
in Liverpeol -— for selling the old Preshyte-

- rian meeting-house at Windsor; an act’ to
enable the Town of Pugwash to pricurea
fire engine; 10 increase the stock of the Hali-
fax Water Company, to'set ot o new slesto-

~ral district ‘in the County of Anuapolis, and

. to alterthe time of holding the Sessiong in
Ludenburg =

R h‘ MABY FLINN. |

Larshall Yeported
fr begliiedt 1

‘noon. The track will be cleared in

ernments, yet feels bound 't re. .
Government is instituted for the “general
_ prosperity, and 3
" the administration of Go&erhmégﬁ§"igx}§¥§n-
“age, officers not parliamentary nor ‘connected

should be removed from office on, ageount.
 tueir political opinions, or for the purpgse of

orted on petition of Mary [

paid to Mr. Wallace when Provineial Treas.
urer. * The report Was against the claim. -
o ST.MARY’S COLLRGE. ~ .
Hon. Solicitor General presented, by coma
mand, the returns of 8t. Mary’s College du-
ring the last year.© = TR

‘ 'BAILWAY ACCIDENT, . T
Hon, Provincial Secretury, by command of
the Lieutenant Governor, laid" on the. table

the following letter :. ’ Sy

Kova Scorza RarLway Or¥I0E, 3.
Halifax, March 8, 1856, °
B1r It becomes my painful duty to yo-
pore, for the information of the Lieutenant
Governor, that Mr, Elias ‘Woodworth, the
Engineer in charge of the Rolling Stock, 'was
Killed about 9 o’clock this . morning, while
breaking the track with the engine ** Jo eph
Howe.””  The freman, who was with him on
the e¢ngine, has received some injuries, but,
it is hoped, will regover. <A laborer broke
his leg in jumping from a platform car, No
passenger car was in use, and no other per
sons have been injured, L

The causes of these
vastigated

b

casualties will be in~
y & Coroner’s Jury. this’ after-
! the course
of the day, and the trains will be run to-
MOITOW, ‘ : S
I'have the honor to be,
Sir, A
Your obedient servant,
JOSEPH HOWE,
N : Chairman, -
The Hon. L. M. WiLzins, JURI
CONSTITUTIONAL DEBATE, . =
. Dr. Tupper having renewed his motion to
g0 1nto Committee of tne Whole to take up
the Elective Council Bill; S
Mr. Killam announced his - intention 'of
moving an amendment, as follows e
Whereas, On Saturday last, the leader of
the Government in this House made » formal ' .
exposition of the principles on which the
preseut Government - was 'conducted; and
therein expressly declared he would’ neither
snnounce nor denounce the principles ‘that.
‘“to the victors belong the o

: he gpoils,”? " "
Therefore Resolved, That this House reo. -

ognises the prerogative and' power of the '

crowa administered by the Provincial ‘Goy-
‘to declare that

jects the principle that in

with the necessary. conduct of Gove:

.o

e

rewarding party adherents I
Also Resolved, That we believe that the

true interpretation’ of, Responsible. Govern.

faent means to earry out, the well understood -
- wishies of the people, as expressed through

their representatives
-[The’ Speik
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_ chair, should enforce the 11th rule of the
“House, limiting each member to speck trire.]
Mr Killam then addressed the House as
follows :— Mr: Spesker, having listened zec-
eral duys to debate on the motion of b
“- honorable member for Cumberlund, to go
jnto Committee of the Whole to take up the

" Elective Legislative Council Bill, and that
debate having sssumed a course different
from what was expected, and it haviug been
declared by the Governruent Lesder to be
really a vote of want of confidence, I wish tu
say that 1 regret the course ihat has been
~ndopted Ly the Governmunt. as the Elective
Counci! B.ll should stand on its own werits.
That question bas, 88 js well koown, been
before the House fir many previous sessionsy
it was defented by the Governwent on ull oc-
casions, and that may be its fule now; yet,
we have a lurge namber of new wem-
bers, and their opinicns on this iportant
question may difer from those of the last
House, Now,to prevent s dircot question on
the motion which may alfect the Legisintive
Council Bill, and also to velieve mumbers
from giving & vote which may be implied to
gsupport the Government, I offer these rexolu-
tions, which [ trust the mujoyity wiil sup-
port; at any rate, they aunounce something
gll ean understand. hey are pot resolutions
to condemn, but to define, Responsible Go-
vernment, 8o that it can Le understoud by
all. T bave made the resolutionsto agres
with the opinions expressed on a loviner day
by the honorable and leurned member iov
Colchester, (Mr. Archibald), also with thuse
of the homorable member for the Northern
District o' Colchester, (My. Morvison), who
gave the very same definition that  the
resolutions do: that Respousible Govern-
ment is ‘“to carry out the well under-
stood wishes of the people, ay expressed
through their Representatives’: —— Yhe
honorable Attorney General told us that
be would neitber denounce nor affirm the
opinion of the honorable member lor Halifax,
(Mr. Apnand), that * to the vietors belong
the spoilsy’” nor would e avow or disavow
‘the views of the Houn. My, Locke, who bas so.
veral times stated that Lis principle was to
govern by s party for a party. Fhe other
'pmew honorable member of Couucil; (Mr.
‘Wier), would also remove all subordinate of-
ficers of Government, differing from its meni-
bers in politics. 'L cannot suvseribe to such
* yiews, Mr. Speaker, If Ruxponsilie Govern-
ment is to carcy out the well.understoed
‘wishes of the people as expressed by a major-
_ity, through their Represcntatives, the mew.
" bers for each county should be the channelof
-eommunication between the peeple and the
" Bxecutive, they being the only responsible
parties. There i no vesponsibiliny rosting
“on the people of Digby for appointments
“made in Yarmouth; why, then, should the
‘Government, sustained by members of Dighy,
.interfere in the legitimate privileges .ol the

e

| “Yormouth members? Bo, the paople  of
“(apy Breton have na divest intevest inthe

i
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have o great interest in the general govern:

'lose no cupport in consequence thereof. | If

' s giyenil Tuoop active “asit o th
officer strennously or actively opposing -4

S . Lt
local affairs. of the Western covwties, and,’
thercfore, should not govern .theia, Ve sl N

LTy

ment of the country; but I believe that'every
county is, or should te, a Responsible  Gos
vernreent within itself, as to local roi:iers.
The:e, (as here, in Provincial matters),”
mnjority sbould rule; and, if this principls
were recognized by the Government, a8 it s
declared in theseresolutions, the Governn, snt:
would be relieved from much difficulty, and. .

the opinions of members of this House are not. "
to he obtained, ar acted upon if given, relat.
ive to appointments to situations o. responsi. |-
bility or trust within the respective counties,
s momber in opposition will, have -little to-
trouble himself nbout. Everything will be.
done here a8 the Government may dictatey
and the counties or townships represented -
will be ruled by & minority, or by some loeal
party politician, for his own self-inierest. -
During former struggles for Responsible G-
verpment the great outery and complaint,
way, that the snme party men were always,
appuinted to office; nominated bere, and ap-
pointed {rom home; recommended because .
they were churchuen, or belonged to & fami-
ly compact, or for seme other exclugive rea-
scn. Lhe people responded to those com-
plaints, aud returned majorities here to put .
down that srate of things, and Liberalize the:
Government. I was roturned, in 1847, 1o’
sustain the new system; bui I find we ar
fast verging on the old, exclusive system
What necd we fear a change of Government,:
provided we huve the true principles carried,
out? What matter who is Leader or Couneils,.
lor, so long as the people have their rightss)s
What matter is it 1o all Nova Scotia, who] s,
Registrav of Deeds in this, county or that
Such officexs should be chosen as the people
through their Representatives, approve.=
T hese resolutions set forth ne specific charge
agninst the Government, and 1 shall spedk to
pone. if I were to commence that, *. woald)
take up the whole afternoon. (Lau.w]
Hon. Mr, Locke, 'T rise, Mr. Speaker,:fo
the purpoze of stating tc the House that T hive
heen 1nisunderstood all the session, I ndveriy
said that L agreed in tote to' the doectrine:s
i 1o {he vietors belong the spoils.””  Iuiders:
stood that espression 10 have jeen medsiuge
of by the honorable member. for Halifsx
wore figuratively than otherwise, 1 did mof
understand that we were to drive every inany
out of office, or to enter into the Treasur:
and helg curselves to all the Province funds;
No, siv; but I do maintain that wherever
T e 2 - P e
there is & vacancy to fill up, the Government
ghoukl prefer its supporters, rather thh,ﬁ“”f?iﬂ
opponenis; and, it the Government fnllian

Government whose sevvant he is, {hey,
diswizs Wim. That is my doctrine,
cannot be  controverted.” “'The ” Eonor
member for Yarmouth gays that we s
Government by ‘s party, for: ) i
gouvse | TThat o the tug

e
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¥ the limitation I bave just mentioned. ' I
never want to see anything else but a Party
Government. . \I never want to see a Coalition

failed; and we all know there is nothing so
‘bad a# constant changes in. the Government;
it unsettles trade and power, and is pregnant

with many evils, Then the honorable mem-
t ber tells us that appointments in counties
§ should be made by. & majority.  That, sir, is
§ not Responsible Government. The Adminis-
tration is respomsible for every appointment
§ they make; and, if a whole county recom-
8 nended a particular man for an office, that

'is no reason, why the Government, to whom
the power solely belongs, should acquiesce.
The, Government would be bound to appoint
 men in whom they have confidence. lle says
that it makes no odds what man is Leader of
the Government; but it makes a very great
ifference to the people of Nova Scotia. The
honorable gentleman from Cumberland has
directly ceasured the Government; if hig
‘otion did not mean that, then we have been

 About Nothing;*’ and now the honorable
fmember for Yarmouth follows with resolu-
ftions amounting to a vote of Want of Confi-
fdence.  Why), sir, did not the honorsble and
Hlearned member for Cumberland introduce a
motion’ of Want of Confidence at once, so as

allow the vote to be taken on that, or an
mendment in' behalf of the Government ?

The lesrned member for Sydney talked about
A green tree; but well he knows that the sys-
jlem he proposes will eat up fruit, green
laeves, and leave the trunk blighted. My
principle, sir, is, that if any subordinate offi-
r uses his' pay and influence to supplant
e Government, he should be dismissed;
pithough I would not makesweeping changes
without provocation; and if this House do not
gpprove of that principle, let them turn us
out. -

Rhe motion of the honorable and learned
member. for' Cumberland was made, in order
Bhat we might 'have something before the
Blouse; and, as there was nothing, he asked
fhe Government to state how they intended
illustrate. and carry out the principles of
esporsible Government.  As to the applica~

ountry, I think there is'no dispute. I do

¢ Attorney General, but I cannot agree to
Ris details, Sir, let us not be fighting at
fibadows!  The honorable gentleman who has
st sat down, has assumed that there are
fentlemen within these walls who repudiate

[ none—at least, 1 am not one; but what

: N 4 9

t; and I look upon these resolutions as 29

ntlema
baeriber

‘Government again—it was tried before, and

going, over the old play of * Much Ado.

i Mr. Hyde. Mr. Speaker, I Seﬁeve ‘that

Rility of those principles to the people of this .

hot dissent from the general idea of the Hon. .

esponsible Government. I have yet heard

g to test-one part- of ‘that' question.. The’

;‘:' . 5 I I \f“,;ﬂ,;ﬂg“‘z “",f’j'"«“ﬂ
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tors belong the spoils,’ in its fallest sense;
but” it is because I believe the present Go-
vernment areacting on that ' principle, that. '
I wish it defined how far they intend to go.~'
When the Hon. Attorney General declares
that he neither announces or. denounces. the -
pringiple, it is time that this Houss should
declare how far that doctrine should be car.
ried by this or any other Government. = It
may be, a8 an hon. member said the other
day, when eloquently defending’ the- faithful "
dog, that we all have ¢ a common nature ;**
and I, sir, asone, shall always be glad
to lay at the people’s door and  watch
against. any invasion of their rights ;
and, sir, I shonld feel it to be a dis- -
grace to that people if, on the adventof
any oue party to power, they should be justi- '
fied in a course as inhuman and indiscrimi.
nate as an Indian massacre, or the unchris-
tian butcheries of civil war, I shall there-
fore raise my voice against so unnatural a

 principle as'that one part of the community '

hat, sir, would have been the manly course. .

. existence. ‘ o
‘and, therefore, the party iz at an end.. - .

‘ " There can be no sense in keeping up & com=,
e want to know i, how the present Admin.,
piration - purpose .o carry those principles,,

! “his_own; course, and I shall take mine,; -
that Lié- never.
T the vie.

- are to be handed over to spoilation, because

2nother part may happen to have a majority
for the time.. The other day the honorable
Provincial Secretary gave his definition’ of
Responsible Government; “That great prin-
ciple,’ said he, ¢ which we all now recog-
nize, will rise and mould itself to human®:
changes and human necessities.”” This is’
very true. All Governments mould them-
selves to suit human necessities; but the '
question is. whether this Government is
moulding itself to the uecessities of the many,
or the interests of the few? Let 'us take a
single instance—in an Act of last session,that -
for pensioning the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, and giving his office to another.. Was
that & human necessity in which all the
people were benefitted, or was it merely sub~
servient to the interests of a fow ? With re-
ference to party, sir, I agree that it is right
to rule by party; you can rule in no other
way. I believe in ruling by a majority for
the benefit of the whole people. I avowed
that principle at the Hustings, and am pre-
pared to stand by it here; and it *is  because

-1 believe the Government i§ not acting on

‘that principle, that I am prepared, to vote
for the amendment en your table. The Go-
vernment will not define their principles, but
are forcing o division. Let us havea division .

.based upon facts and realities, not mere sha-

dows and assertions.. A few words, sir, ag.
regards party obligations. - A party is a body

“of men united together to effect some import- .

‘ant end for the good of the people. The Li-.
beral Party, in former times, were banded
together to call Responsible Government into

That object is aceomplished,

bination to obtain that which we have al.:

.ready got. That being the case, every man.

belonging to the party has a right to take: ..

shall not recognise the old party. ory ag.am: . «
excuse for keepin_g‘qn'dg_perpem&nng'lq POw- .-

e
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ex, an oligarchy of men to hold a life tenuve
. of office, and divide-the spoils for the benefit,
of a few, taking no further care or notice of
the rights of the many. ' I must raise my
voice against such'a system as that. Then
as if the divigion-of the spoils, with the pre-

sent offices, was not-enough, the hon. wmem--

ber for Hulifux has introduced a bill to bring
the Postmaster General into this House —
Sir, I think there is quite sufficient power in
the hands .of the Government without the
Post Office patronage.: Give them that, and
you, indeed, make them supreme ! Do hon.
members know what power, the Postmaster
@eneral possesses ? Do they know that sll
his subordinates, throughout the country,
can be dismissed by him when he pleases,
and dismissed for ever? . Tvery Courier
throughout the country would be liable to
this punishment. Give this power to the
Government, with the patronage they now
have, also £200,000 & year for the Railroad,
and you give them all despots nced ask, only
one thing then remains to be done to make
the oligarchy complete—pass the bill g
troduced ‘by the hon. member for Halifax
reudering it.unnecessary for them to vacate
seats on accepting office ; and if you do ' not
most effectually sap and destroy the founda.
tions of Responsible Government, then  am

fool. P o °

Dr. Tupper=I shdll 1ot dotain the Hduse
long, Mr. Speaker, while I glance at the tiue
position of this.question. It will be in your
recolleotion, that when I asked the House to
o into comumittee, I' confined myself to one
point, in my animadversion on the Govern-
ment, and that had'a direct bearing on the
motion I was abeut to make. ' I felt that the
Government had a right to the attention and
consideration of members of the House with
reference to the business before it ; and it
was in deference to their position that I en-
quired whether the bills introduced by M.
Annand should be considered Government
measures, in ‘order that if they were, they
should, have ‘priority .of consideration over
the bill I wished to move into committee—
that for establishing an . Elective Counoil.—

To that simple question, answers have been .

given which have opened o wide: range

of constitutional . debate, solely owing to

the course pursued by the learned Leader -
of the. Government and. his tollowers, and -

rendering-it  necessary that the complexion
of wy motion should be somewhat ' changed.
The questions ;I put were prompted by ths
recollection of the fact that, during the la;gjf

and previous sessions, it had-been” said thef”
measures. of jinportanee carde with ‘an il -
grace from . the:0ppasition, and, ‘I suppose,

were consequently defeated. I felt that Go.
vernment might fairly claim ythe right and
duty of.initiating measurcs suitable to the
necessities of thescountry and had a right to

the patieht examination. of :the 'members of "

the Assewbly, and their:asbistance in bring-
- ng such measures to perfedtion. What was
“our astonishment, sir, Waerr ithe +honorable

P b gt
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is to be treated in the same
‘not deigied to inform ‘us. . But i&%&is the::. - .
veliine
(14

“ito be carried out—if ‘thi

“miember of it is fo get'i
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Provincial Seoretary roz® and openly
avowed that ' the Pdnctions ' of the ' @o-
vernment Weére . -“not'’ Legislative, ' but
Lxecutive. There:can bé no cavil or disputé’
4s to the wWords used—-we all heard them,
and I do-not wonder that'they called men up
from both sides ot these benches  to engulre
if it was possible that a leading, " inHuential,
and prominent member of this Governtient;
could in 1868, seriously stand here 4tid make
such a declaration. Explanitioss have been
given by the hon. gentleman and his frisnds,
and they are comprised under two headsi—
I do not think the House will be inclined to
give him the benefit of the first~—that in" an
unguarded moment, he said that’' which hé_
did not mean. Can it be said that a gentle-
man, who beyond any other member of’ this
House lias a classic flow. of language, lakrge
tegislative experience, and ought to knot the
‘principles of Government by which h i guid-
ed, ought to escape on 80 fimsy an excuse
for a vetrograde assertion of principles. The
other cxplanation offered was, that in ‘meet-
ing & political opponent, arguments are
sometimes used without reference to striot
accuracy. If we give him the bepefit of this.
plea he must not be surprised if in future
his statement do not receive that consideration
to which he may think them entitled. But the
hon. and learned member scorns the . excuses
made for him, and leaves the charge against
him almost as pertinent as it was at first.
Before he sat down, sir, he touched another

important subject; (for the gravamen of my . .

charge was that ‘the Goyernment had held
the House thirty days 'in' session, and had,
produced no measures.) In the speech from -
the Vice Regal throue we were told that the
Governwent would introduce a meagure on,
Education. ' Is there & member of this House
that was not anxious to have & copy of this,
or at least to have the privilege of reading it
at the Clerk’s table? For my own, part, I
did think it but reasonable that it should
have been submitted, that it migit have been
ably considered, and our constituents consult-
ed before it came under consideration; in-
stead of which it is an undeniable faoct thas,,
at the time this discussion . arose, there was
not a single bill from the Government on
the table. True, a revenue bill was , tntrg- -
duced on Friday,and we have the promise of
thatfn education, at an. early day; but it

comes in questionable shape at last ; for we .

are told it is to be thrown dowm on the table, -
for members, of the House to deal, with 88 -
they please—nay ! the learred Ileade‘ﬁoﬁ..t.ge‘
Government actually told us. thaton its main ..
principle the meimbers of Govermment theme - -
selves did not'agree ! THis,”fforésbdtb,\ga&,g\ '
‘measure for which the Governm-eng s - going.
to clain credit!  Whether the .yoyer

Way .the
mavner in which Responsible. Gy
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.sooner’ the Hon. Attorney General -opens

sochool, and the Hon. Provincial Secretary

, takes his geat at the feet of Gamaliel, to' re-
ceive his first lesson ,in the A'B C- of Res-
‘ponsible Government, the better will it be
for themselves and the country. - Reference

. has been made by a previous Speaker to the .

members of the Administration repesing on
“beds of down. . To that I have no special ob-
jeotion. - The only bed upon which I would
.not,be willing.to.have them recline, would be
ona composed of hen' feathers,as there is a po-
ular-opinion that ‘it prolongs the agonies of
issolution, and opposed as T am to them Iam
still willing that' they should die easily.—
I must confess, sir, it did seem strange to me
that the learned Leader of the Government,
safter he had replied seriatim to my questions
as to Mr. Annand’s bills—after he had ad-
' mitted that there was not a single bill here
with the sanotion or concurrence of ‘the Go-
vernment-—yet, before the debate closed,
-avowed that there were two of these same
mesasures that the Government had made up
their minds upon., With reference to the
complaints of the honorable member for Ha-
lifax, I spoke of him as Queen’s Printer and
& subordinate ofticer of the Government; but
1 thoughst these no werms of derogation, for I
believe there arve plenty in this city, who
would bae proud to hold that subordinate office;
in faot, Mr. Speaker, I could have intended no
disrespeot ; for Tam & subordinate officer of
Qovernment myself, although fortunstely my
-office i very insignificant. The hon. gentle-
man, boasts that he acts here as an indepen-
dent member for Halifax. I assert that his
death warrant as Queen’s Printer would  be
sealed if any independent action of his were
adverse to the views .of the Government.—
That, sir, is plain, They have declared it.
The principles 1aid down here to-day render
his independence o mere idle dream. . The
Attorney General has put it out of*his power
to exercise 'what- he professes ; and, there-
fore, I felt from: the first that the Govern.
ment should take the responsibility of mea-
sures introduced through such a -channel
s that, When in every petty hamlet in the

oountry, every poor man holding a petty of. .

fice 'is .to. be.coerced to support the Govern-
ment, how shall we expeoct a - different meas-
ure: to, be 'meted .out to a Queen’s Printer,

whose' emoluments are worth some hundreds -

& year 2. One of %hese bills, Mr.: Speaker, is
for the amendment of the law. for appointing
sheriffs, and which the honorable Attorney.
‘General says, is essential to the progress of
the Governmeént. . Now, sir, [ will suggest a
‘more simple ramedy for, the;eyils complained
of, than this Bill; and that is,that where the
'Governinent cannot, agree with -the’ Judges,
393« 10 dQSO,va-lld, a8 iﬂfﬁ& ..for.
t take the namo first on the:list,
one.of - the of ' Wq.‘i;'gL‘ike* fH&H'
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‘pg'ihyoiglgs,dﬁly“ to. be .dencunced and repu-
«diated the next'moment by a colleague, the

¢ -. were-influenced solely. by the public ‘exigen= .
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pronounced s brilliant-eulogium on:Respon-
sible-Government,” cliimed to- be ~one-.that
had planted the tree and watered it; until:its

- branches overshadowed the land. . -This wes
‘sll very fine, &ir; and; whoen -the learhed

Leader waxed so-eloguent as to-bring down »
terrific burst of -cheers from the galleries;did -
any one reflect, for & moment, that-it wasall
beside the question? , Had he-only pictared-
the golden fruit, .and:the -Administintion
plucking it at their ease, he might  have
drawn down cheers from his colleagunes-as
well. (Laughter.).. Where the necessity for .
all this eloquence-? .None of us.denythe ad-
.vantages. of Responsible Goveérnment; -but
the hackneyed ec¢ry is & - verys' conve-
nient thing to torn us off from™ the
real course of grgument. :The 'railway
is often made the stalking horse for the same
purpose. - Surely the :duties of the Railway
could not have been so great as to prévent
the introduction of measures-~although, by
the way, [ had forgotten that the Provinéial
Secretary requires none; But when these
‘gentlemen put forward the Railroad:asa
perpetual title to office, let them .not plume
themselves too highly. 'As a great public
experiment, sir, my sympathies are: enlisted
in favor of the prosperity and completion’ of
that work, but let .not tuese gentlemen yet
talk of it as something beyond the contin-
gency of disaster—nor let' them' presume. 'to
takeshelter under it,- whencver complaints
.are made of their deficiencies in duty, or arbi-
trary conduct. \We.have been so often told by
them that everything was going on. honestly
and fairly-in the expenditare, that they have
almost raised our suspicions and temptad  us.
to. enquire if there has not been a little pecu-
lation. For my part, however, I did suppose
‘that business could safely be left in the hands

~of the Commissioners, where it properly be-

longs, and who are responsible for - its' man-

-agement. . Another rule of action propound-

ed by some members of Government, (for
they.are uniform in contradictions) is'that.of

government for a party by a' party:: -Thig,

gir, strikes at the root of ‘all. responsibility.

.1 will-mention & casg.in.point of an extreme-

ly aggravated nature:..:. My 'hon::colloague

and myself were eleoted Jast:Spring.for.Cum- = -

berland by unprecedentedly large majotities;
and soon after, having an eyei to:the :affairs
of the county, and desivous of knowing upon
what. terms we were to stand with:theGo~
vernment, we wrote: conjointly's most res-

pectful latter stating that- from “one-death '
vacancy, and the incapacity of another:gen-'

tleman from mental disorder,it was:desirable

"that two magistrates should be appointed in .
" Amherst. Our letter stated that:we.had no -

personal or, party views to:subserye inc/nams=
ing, the, two.gentlemen: we did-one ofswhony
had beena. useful magistrate beforeyand the
other .was then.President.of the;Agricaltural

 Socisty, for. the district;?haying ! been: electod:

en:irepresonting

‘by:an influential body e >
| olasses. of W, statedvdhist-we

vhies
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cies, and had not even mentioned our recom-
mendations to the gentlemen named. What
" was our answer, sir? To this day we have

received none, but have been treated with:

contemptuous silence,  Let the blush eof
shame mantle on the cheeks of those who
would sustain a Government in oasting in-
sults on the Representatives of the people—
Representatives of one of the finest and most
populous counties in the Province. Sir, it is
high time this matter should be understood —
whether the Representatives of the people
should be the medium of communication with
the Government, or whether we are to sub-
stitute for them the agency of an unseen ir-
responsible influence. Under such a system
ag that, liberty will become but a mockery
and a name ! Foris it not a mockery if a
. minority of representatives here (who may
represent. & majority of the whole people,
from the inequalities of our represen-
tative gystem,) cannot appoint a single
Magistrate, while the "small {township of
Cornwallis is called upon to decide who
shall be Financial Secretary, one of the high-
est and most lucrative offices in the land ? ~ If
the Government would give to each county
the regulation of its own affairs, I cannot see
what possible harm would arise, and we
should have the principle of responsbility
pervading the country, from one end to the
other. I would by no means restrict the
Government from taking notice of improper
appointments, If such at any time appeared,
let the party be at once displaced, after due
investigation. The honorable and learned
Attorney General talked to us about secur-
ing the liberties of the people; sir, the whole
. course of the present Government has tended
to centralize the power of Government, and
subvert the liberties of the people; their Le-
gislative and Executive acts have exhibited
the spectacle of steadily drawing the chain
‘round the necks of the people, and consolidate
ing themselves in power. Again, sir, it is of
vital consequence to the country that these
subordinate officers should be men of moral
character, of British principles, and respect-
able standing. What man of these charac.
terigtios, sir, would accept of offices of trifling
emolument on condition that he should be a
bond slave to this or any other Government ?

Any honest and straightforward man would -

shrink from it with horror, and spurn with
indignation any office, offered on such terms.
I maintain that the pay of a subordinate of-
ficer is not the pay of the Government, but
the pay of the people. The pay of the Go-
vernment is the pay they get taemselves; the
pay of county officers comes from the people,
- for work performed, and should not be per-
verted to maintain any party in power. “We
“were told by the honorable Attorney General
that, in Lord Durham’s Report, nothing was

said about bringing down measures; but I.

- will eall his-attention to one sentence, and it

- e ghis-—’-“When»ajMigistry ceage 'to com-
. mand & majority in Parliament, on great

- 'questions  of 'public policy, "its doom is’
T G N AR FCE SRR ¥ S
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gsealed.’” Such is the p;'s,ctice‘of the British
Cabinet, and the same should be- the coiitse

“here, That, sir, is a principle which ‘P put

forward as'sound and unimpeachable. - But

'the honorable Attorney General  referred “to

the Imperial Parliament, and, indeed, I' was -
astonished at what he said." What, sir:! no
measures in the House of “Commons?
Is there a man that hears me ‘who
does not know that if a Cabinet had acted
as ours ‘has for a month, 'and if one of its
members had made the deolaration the < Pro-
vineial Secretary has made—if five of its
members had exhibited the mass of conglo-
meration and contradiction we have seen
here for the last three days, it would have
been hurled from office. Yes, sir,'and if
even that ministry had a majority at its
back, who does not know that'the free press
and the free people of England would have
demolished its discordant and profligate ma-
terials in a single week ! What was the case
when the war policy was under- discussion
and Lord John Russell held back? The peo-

ple came out in na voice of thunder, and iu
three days such a course wae adopted ag the
people of a free country had 4 right to expect.
There, sir, the rule is that ministers frame
their measures, take their stand, and 'if not
carried, make their bow and retire, - I'admit
that men in this country are not so well able
to take their stand, with reference’ to their
own civcumstances, but it is the more neces-
sary we should hold fast to principlé. | The
Att. General has already asked what private
individual could have prepared his revenpe
or customs Bill ;'dves this not confirm ‘whiat
we maintain as to the duties of Governniend ?
But yet the Hon. Attorney General was'¢on-
tent to let the session slide along,’ day after
day folding his arms, and adjourning the
House *“till 3 o’clock to-morrow.” " 'The
honorable aud learned Selicitor Generil has
taken up the gauntlet, and displayed'an’ ai-
ray of 16 measures of Jast session; and pro-
claiming that more work has been done this

‘'session, than in any ‘former one. ’How" does.

this assertion stand with the catalogug of last
year? What & contrast ! Or how dods it
stand beside the declarationy in the 'Govern-
ment: Organ, that almost nothing had been
done? 1T leave the Crown Officer and the
Government Newspaper to reconcile their dis-
crepancies. Strange it is, owever, that we
have nothing' to compare with the 1507 16
bills of last year, although the Attornéy Gen™
eral doubts whether there is aiy opposition
here at all, to say & word against Govérnment
measures. Onereason, sir, I had for préssing
on the business of the session was,that-in a/fey.
weoks, gentlémen will be getting nervéugand

desirbus to return home; then importint'bills -

may be hurried through without due Gonsid:
eration; Thu# passed the pension’resolation
for Mr. Morrie. " 8ir; T i 08¢ in" the’ habit

of ‘making ~persoual reféferites; birt I'wottd |
be recreant t6' my duty if °F did'not express, .
the mortification’ and’ iHaighation s of ‘th

people’ of Novu( Scstin®that, Whéh ' gentles
wdt T meedd oweld He #n “’??]9“!#@3’ Dl YR

. L TR S
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. men could'do !
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man of scknowledged ability was ¢
rown Land Offce below, i was pensien
and superseded by another not so competent,

g

while the people ‘were saddled with a pension

of £300 per. ‘annum. ' Thi§ is the more to be

" condemned, in view of the complaints made
of the Crown Land Office; and I feel the time -

~ has come when the Attorney General can no

longer hesitate to ‘‘announce’’or “denounce’’

 the principle of pensions, whatever he may do

ug regards the spoils; In the Imperial Parlia-
ment, the Ministcy that .would hesitate to
announce its principles, would tumble to
pieces in an hour. See what s heterogeneous
mass our Ministers exhibit ! The honorable
member, (Ms "Locke), Heblates’ for Gdvern-
ment by o party, for ‘a’ party. ' I wish he
oonld withdraw the sentiment, but it was
expressed at & time when it could not be mis-
understood. * His honotable colleague, (Mr.

~ Wier), confirmed the doctrine, by saying that

Mr. Miller should have been * dismisséd long
ago—not for any malversation of office, but
simply for politisal opinions. - He did this
in & manly way, and I do him the honor to
say that he has not attempted to withdraw
the expression. He h#s gone further than
his colleagues, and- maintained that where
officers do not agree in opinion with the Ad-
nipistration, they should be dismissed; and
hig only fault-with the ‘Government was that
they would not do as he wished. ‘Liet me tell
the honorable and learned Leader of the Go-
vernment that, if he still hold his 'place
emong those who will not agree with him on
80 fundamental ‘s prineiple of Government-—
if-he and they can sit together in Council, so
widely difforing in dlmost every important
point—they ‘do that which no British States.
(Applause'in both galleries,
which was suppressed by the Speaker and
Officers of ‘the House') ''I- have a few ' 'words

to add about another matter, before I con-

olude. ' It will be recollected that, on a- for-
mer day, when the subjeot of Road Commis-
sions was named, several membsrs started ‘to
their feet, and had all’ sorts of grievances to
complain of. Among other things, it was

stated by an honorable member for:Cape.

Breton, that & gentleman had come. imto his

county with £700 worth of Road Commissions .
 in his pocket, all in:blank;to fill ‘up-at this
pleasure. Now, ‘when : I find -it' . stated

here- that 'the division :of. the: .general
road grant must be-made by-the House and
assented to by the Council,"but the subdiviss
ion must be made.out in s road scale and the

- names.of Commissipners recommended oppo.

site each amount,-it appears to me.a most
dangerous ‘and arbitrary innovation -for-the
Administration to permitsuch an aot'as this,
especially on the eve.-of & general election ;
and that some ‘cheok-ought to be placed to
avert such.an evili-Ialso, sir;made s eharge;
not in vague,-bu amost explicit. terms. .1
stated -that:: not:enly; had: -gentlomen . ‘been

recgmmended mﬁmmﬁﬁéﬁ'ﬁnﬁém ‘
aentinl Li ifiorithe
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, of acknowledged ability was discharging .
higdutiés "faithfully and satisfic Epri}ymg ‘
‘pensiened -

‘were deposed ‘and others appointed.

 miust-take the:verdidt:
the.

e
oy

expenditure of money, but :that 'the com-
missions had actuslly ' been issued ', and
forwarded 'to Amherst, ‘when, they were
returned " to the Provincial = Saoretary’s
Office; and becanse these gentlemen had not
supported the Government candidates, they

. When
I complained of this, here'in my place, 1 was
told by the Hon. Attorney General that he

.was unprepared for the charge, but that if I
would call at the Hon. Provincial Secretary’s

Office, I would receive all the ‘information
that could be given. 1 then asked if this was

- an invitation to move for information in' my

place ; to which the Attorney Genersl ‘re-

plied, “Oh, no!—I meant for you, to call at

. the Secretary’s. Office for an explanation,”

8ir, that is not the explanation I require. ' I
want it here in the face of Parliament and
the country, that ‘'we may know by what

~ principles ‘we are governed, and will know

how to act in future. I have made a specific
charge, and it yet' remains unanswered, I
have not said much with referencé to the

- dismissal of the Sheriff of Cumberland, (Mr.

Chandler), an officer of 30 years’ standing,
who had faithfully discharged the ‘diities of
his office: discharged without having beén
informéd of the cause, or of any dereliction
of duty of which he hadgbeen guilty. It may
be there are charges to submit here—but,
surely he was ‘entitled to have heard them,
80 that his defence may have accompanied the
acousation, and have been brought'to this
House for the informatiou of its members, = I
have yet to learn that any conduct on the
part of a publio officer should subject him to
dismissal - without full and fair enquiry, and
an opportunity to give his own explanation or
answer to the charges preferred. I contend
for this principle, sir, and I 'confidéntly “beé.
lieve that the people of Nova Scotia will ‘¢or-

‘dially endorse it—no matter what miay be his

standing, or the emoluments’ of his office,
They will feel as I feel, that when a man can -
be trampled upon, without charges and witli.'
out a hearing'on them, the power that exists.
is a tyranny, and not & Constitutional Go-
vernment. ' The only charge against that of- ' ‘
ficer was in the press, (ready, at all times, to' .
put forth ‘calumnious statements),:that he . '
had exercised an undue influence at' the last
election. " 'I have, before, given thatan expli- =
©it ‘denial. ' We aleo soattered -to the winds

‘the'charges against his deputy, and showed ,
. ‘that mot- only'did the Sheriff not' vote himself, -
but: that, out of 11 presiding officers under
‘his control, I receiv