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“Whatever withdraws us from the power of our senses,
whatever makes the past, the distant or the future
predominate over the present, advances us in the

dignity of thinking beings.”—DR. JOHNSON.
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PREFACE

Some weeks ago Miss Catherine Macdonell, daughter of
deceased Duncan Allan Macdonell, brought me a pamphlet
which she had found amongst her father’s books, and which
had been published by the Kingston Whig in the summer of
1839—a few weeks before the departure of Bishop Macdonell
for Europe, where on January 14th, 1840, he died in Dumfries,
Scotland.

Much of the pamphlet was composed by himself. It has
been long out of print, and I give it to the publie, hoping that
it will be interesting reading for them. It may also be an in-
centive to some one who has the ability to write a history of
the founding of the Catholic Church in Upper Canada, with
which the name of Bishop Macdonell is inseparably associ-
ated.

Bishop Macdonell’s bringing up was like that of the other
inhabitants of Glengarry, Invernesshire. A parishioner of
mine in St. Andrews, now deceased thirty-five years, Alexander
Macdonell (Phicaillen) told me that, when a young boy, his
parents dwelt in the same humble cottage long after Bishop
Macdonell’s family had left it. The Bishop thus had an inti-
mate knowledge of their condition; he knew and tasted some-
what of their hardships. This cottage was about nine miles
from Glengarry Castle—*“Castle dubh.”

He had a marked dislike for lawlessness. When in the
Scots College, Paris, he and other inmates were disturbed by
the revolutionary rabble. He there observed the first effects
of the French Revolution, which, a few years later, brought
wreck and ruin in its train. Hence we find him a staunch sup-
porter of law and order, in his long and useful career. From
his first vears as a young priest in Badenoch, when at the age
of twenly-seven he put his foot on the threshold of his life-long
labor, to the age of eighty years, his aim was to uplift the
moral and social condition of his fellow-men. I read a letter
written by him from Badenoch in 1793 to a Mr. Macdonell in
Upper Canada. He advised Mr. Macdonell to caution his
fellow-men against allowing anyone to assume the position of
“Laird” over them in their adopted country.

He had an intense perception for the spiritual and cor-
poral needs of his fellow-man, and a great charity and forti-
tude for redressing them. It was his pity and untiring zeal
which impelled him to go to the rescue of his countrymen of
the Highlands and Islands where they had been left homeless
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and destitute, because of the greed of their Lairds, and found
employment for them in the city of Glasgow and other locali-
ties and attended to their spiritual wants. Some of his deeds
as a Catholic priest are admirable. Catholics who entered the
army were subjected to an oath odious to their convictions. To
have undertaken to have them released from such an oath and
with success, to have conceived and realized the formation of
a Catholic Highland regiment—the first since the Reformation
—prepared to serve wherever British defence or expeditionary
needs required; to have had himself appointed Catholic chap-
lain contrary to existing laws thirty-five years before emanci-
pation, were in themselves astounding achievements.

Another of the chaplain’s achievements was the stand he
took after the Irish Rebellion, when the Government news-
papers indulged in severe aspersions on the Irish Catholies,
after a Bill, which had been brought up in the Irish Parlia-
ment, had miscarried. At a meeting of some of the Catholic
bishops and laymen they came to a favorable view of the Gov-
ernment’s proposals, and authorized the chaplain to impart
their views to the ministry in London. This he did in an inter-
view with the Hon. Henry Dundas, who, however, considered
the information incorrect. Castlereigh had reported that the
purpose of the Catholic meeting in Dublin was to counteract
the measures of the Government. The chaplain, Rev. Alexan-
der Macdonell, lost no time in producing proof from Lord
Kenmare that the information he had produced was correct.
He then threatened to have the truth published in the Opposi-
tion papers if the Government journals failed to retract their
false aspersions on the Catholics. This they reluctantly did.

Again when Upper Canada was considered all but lost to
the British Crown, the chaplain prevailed on the Prime Min-
ister, the Hon. Henry Addington, and his government to en-
courage emigration, assuring them that the most effective
means of rendering permanent the British hold on Upper
Canada was to encourage Scotch Highlanders and Irish Catho-
lics to emigrate thither. These with his many grand achieve-
ments subsequently effected in Canada compare favorably with
those of the highest Ecclesiastics of the nineteenth century.
Dr. Cleary, of Kingston, an eminent prelate, writing of Bishop
Macdonell and his wonderful career in Canada, said: “ This
profoundly touched the hearts of the Foreign Office in London
and of the Governor-General's citadel in Quebec; so much so
that in token of high appreciation he received from the King
a pension for life, which was afterwards doubled and then
quadrupled and made hereditary in perpetuity to his successors
in office after he had become Bishop of Kingston.”
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In view of the general opinion prevailing that the letters
and writings of Bishop Macdonell have been lost, I am able to
state that there is abundance of papers and letters in manu-
seript of all kinds in the cathedral archives in Kingston. 1
have chosen a few copies of these letters to show his style and
the variety of his correspondence and enterprises. There are
fully two thousand foolscap pages in the archives mentioned,
and His Grace Archbishop Spratt has expressed his willing-
ness to allow me access to them. I shall very willingly help a
capable person by collecting matter for the history of the
founding of the early church in Upper Canada, with the life
of Bishop Macdonell. I think a life of his would be inspiring
and educating for ecclesiastics and laymen. His fortitude,
passive and active, was admirable; his patient endurance would
win the hardest heart, while his unflinching determination for
the cause of right compels the admiration of even his oppo-
nents.

In his new field of labor in Upper Canada his influence
was unequalled and all the while he was the zealous, untiring
missionary. I have heard from those among whom he labored,
that the kind, encouraging and sympathetic word would come
when needed, and sometimes the stern rebuke. Surprising,
one day, a few Highland would-be pugilists, he put them to
shame by pointing to a furious animal, saying: “Ha taraibh
air taibh araide a bheireah buaidh airbh le ceile.,” Bishop
O'Brien of Kingston sometimes related to me how he cften
heard the Catholics of the missionary Bishop's day say: ‘“He
would come carrying his vestments on his back and for several
days a house became his cathedral, where young and old re-
ceived the Sacraments to their great joy. Bishop Jamot of
Seperta related how he had heard the older inhabitants of
Northern Ontario, some of them Indians at Fort William,
speak of his untiring labors among them.

YEORGE CORBET, V.G.
St. Columbans, Cornwall, Ont.




BRITISH WHIG PAMPHLET

Short Account of the Emigration from the Highlands of Scot-
land to North America; and the Establishment of the
Catholic Diocese of Upper Canada

WITH AN APPENDIX
1839,
Kingston, Upper Canada.

It was in the year 1772, that the first Emigration from the
Highlands of Scotland to North America took place, from the
estates of Lord Macdonald, in the Isle of Skey, and of Lord
Seaforth; from Kintail and Loch Broom. These Emigrants
went to South Carolina—they were all Protestants. In the
year 1773, Macdonald, of Clanranald, began to display some
hostile feeling against Catholies. His factor, John Macdon-
ald, of Glen Aladale, who was a Catholic himself, wishing to
relieve the Tenants of Clanranald from the hard usage they
experienced from their Landlord, sold his property in order
to assist them to emigrate, and took a ship load of them to
Prince Edward’s Island, then called St. John's Island. But
not meeting with proper encouragement, many of these Emi-
grants removed to Acadia, on the main land of Nova Scotia
where they remained, until the breaking out of the Revolu-
tionary War in 1774. The whole of them, that is to say all
capable of bearing arms, then joined the Royal Standard ; some
under Captain Macdonald himself, and others under Major
Small, and were called the 84th Regiment. This corps was
formed with the addition of another body of Highlanders,
under General McLean.

In the year 1773 another large party of Highlanders emi-
grated from Glengarry and Knoidart, at the invitation of the
celebrated Sir William Johnston, to the then British province
of New York, and settled in the bush of Sir William, on the
borders of the Mohawk River. When the Revolutionary War
broke out, the Americans tried every means to detain them in
the country. When they found that entreaties, persuasions,
threats and coaxing were of no avail, they arrested several of
the influential men, and confined them in prison; but they con-
trived to effect their own release, and under the guidance and
command of Sir John Johnston, son to Sir William, fought
their way to the banks of the St. Lawrence. During this expe-
dition they suffered incredible hardships, both by hunger and
fatigue; living chiefly upon the flesh of their horses and dogs,
and when that failed them upon the roots of the Forest. On
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their arrival in Canada they were formed into a corps under
Sir John Johnston, and called “The Royal Emigrants,” and
their services in the field contributed in a great degree to the
preservation of the Canadas. At the conclusion of the War,
as a reward for their services, and in compensation for their
losses, lands were granted them in Upper Canada, and they
located themselves, some on the Niagara frontier; some on the
Bay of Quinte; some on the shores of the St. Lawrence, in
what is now called the Johnstown District; and others in the
Eastern District, in those counties now known by the names
of Glengarry and Stormont, the former of which was so called,
in compliment to the Emigrants from Glengarry, in Scotland.

Many of the friends and connexions in Scotland of these
Emigrants, especially of those settled in Glengarry, hearing
cheerful tidings from Canada, and suffering from the same
causes that induced the former to quit their homes, began to
join them in numbers. To such an extent did the emigration
proceed, that the Highland Lairds began to be alarmed at the
idea of the Highlands being depopulated; so much so indeed,
that they procured an Act of Parliament to be passed, restrict-
ing emigration by oppressive and vexatious regulations, and
obtained ships of War to guard the harbors and lochs of the
Highlands, to board Emigrant vessels, and to press into the
Naval Service every able bodied man found on board. By the
regulations of this Act, no man could emigrate to North
America with a wife and three children, even below the age of
five years, unless at an expense of nearly fifty pounds, and the
cost of transportation of the rest of his family in like propor-
tion. As American ships carrying out Emigrants were not
subjected to any of these severe regulations, the natural con-
sequence was, that intended Emigrants to Canada and other
British Provinces made choice of those vessels, and emigrated
to the United States instead, so that the tide of emigration set
in towards that country, to which more or less it has always
since flowed. Another consequence resulting out of the first,
was, that in the war of 1812, between Great Britain and the
United States, the ranks of the enemy were filled with High-
landers and their children, who left home under the irritation
of mind, arising from the oppression of their landlords in
racking their rents, and from the illiberality of the Govern-
ment, in throwing unjust impediments in the way of obtaining
relief, by joining their friends in Canada.

A few years previous to the year 1790 a system was intro-
duced into the Highlands of Scotland, converting small agri-
cultural farms into large Sheep Walks, thereby dispossessing
small tenants. The landlords found that south country shep-
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herds with large capital were able to give much larger rents
than small tenants. The consequence was, that a large pro-
portion of the tenants throughout the Highlands were ejected
from their farms, and they and their families reduced to the
greatest distress, as the restrictions of the Emigration Act
prevented them from emigrating to the Colonies. In May,
1792, the Right Reverend Alexander Macdonell, Catholic
Bishop of Upper Canada, then a Missionary Priest in the Braes
of Badenoch, Invernesshire, understanding that a great many
laborers were wanting in the manufactories of Glasgow and
the neighbouring Counties, travelled down to Glasgow, and
waited upon the Manufacturers of that city, to procure em-
ployment for the dispossessed Highlanders; and on informing
the Manufacturers, that the greater portion of these peoplz
were Catholics, those gentlemen promised every protection and
encouragement to such as would come down to their works.
But as the excitement caused in the year 1780 by Lord George
Gordon and his enthusiasts, when the Catholic Chapel and the
Priest’s House in Glasgow were burnt by a riotous mob, had
not yet subsided, the Manufacturers were apprehensive that
some annoyance might be offered to the Catholic labourers.
When Mr. Macdonell* stated the necessity of a Clergyman’s
accompanying these men, to afford them the exercises and con-
solations of their religion, they assured him that every coun-
tenance in their power would be given to such Clergyman; but
as the Penal Laws against the Catholic Priests, were yet in
existence, they could not insure or guarantee protection to him.
Mr. Macdonell, however, declared his willingness to accompany
the Highlanders, and take his chance of the Penal Laws. The
Catholic labourers to the number of between 700 and 800 souls,
accordingly came down from the Highlands and gave every
possible satisfaction to their employers, during the following
two years they remained in their service,

It was about this time, that French Revolutionary princi-
ples began to make very rapid progress among the men of all
denominations employed in the Manufactories; and the trou-
bles in France,Holland and other parts of the Continent having
caused a stagnation in the exports of British Manufactories of
all kinds, a general failure among the Cotton Manufacturers
of Glasgow was the consequence, who were thus compelled to
dismiss the greater part of their hands, Catholics as well as
others. The men thus thrown out of employment were oblig-
ed by necessity to enlist in the several New Corps then raising
for the defence of the country.

*For many years after the so-called Reformation under the Penal
Laws Catholic priests were styled “Mr.”
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Mr. Macdonell, finding the Catholics under his charge
obliged to enlist into these Corps, and compelled, according to
the then universal practice, to declare themselves Protestants,
conceived the idea of embodying them into one corps as a
Catholic regiment; and with this view, was instrumental in
procuring a meeting of the Catholic gentlemen of the High-
lands, who drew up a Loyal Address to His Majesty, with an
offer to raise a Catholic Regiment, under the Command of
Young Macdonell of Glengarry. Mr. Macdonell, together with
John Fletcher, Esq. of Dunans, were sent to London with the
Address and the offer to raise the regiment. Several of the
Fencible Corps which had been raised in Scotland, having re-
fused to march out of that country, even to England, Messrs.
Macdonell and Fletcher offered on the part of the proposed
regiment, to serve in any part of His Majesty’s dominions,
where their services might be required. The Rt. Hon’ble
Henry Dundas, then Secretary at War, approving of the idea
of thus extending the services of Fencible Corps, procured a
Letter of Service for the First Glengarry Regiment, to be
under the command of Alexander Macdonell, Esq., of Glen-
garry, to serve in any part of Great Britain & Ireland, and in
the Isles of Guernsey, Jersey, &c., and Mr. Macdonell was ap-
pointed Chaplain to the Regiment, being the first Catholic
Corps raised in the British Dominions since the Reformation.
The recruiting for the regiment was finished in a few months,
including all the unemployed Catholic Highland labourers of
Glasgow and its vicinity, and was forthwith placed upon the
regular establishment.

In the summer of 1795, the First Glengarry Regiment was
ordered to the Island of Guernsey, then threatened to be in-
vaded by the French; and there it continued until the breaking
out of the Irish Rebellion in 1798. This Corps was then order-
ed to Ireland, and served in that country during the whole of
the Irish troubles. The good conduct of the men, together with
the activity, derived from their mountainous habits, induced
the Government to employ the Glengarry Regiment in the most
disturbed parts of the country, in the Counties of Wexford and
Wicklow, and in the Hills and Morasses of Connemara, where
during the rebellion, and for some time after it was put down,
a number of deserters took refuge, accompanied by the most
desperate of the rebels, yet at large. Issuing from their fast-
nesses during the night, they harrassed the peaceable inhabi-
tants, plundering their habitations, and burning their houses
and out-tenements. Mr. Macdonell, accompanying the men in
the field, by the character of his Office, prevented those excesses
so generally committed by the soldiers of other regiments, es-
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pecially by those of the native Yeomanry Corps, which render-
ed them alike the terror and detestation of the insurgent in-
habitants. Mr. Macdonell found many of the Catholic Chapels
in the counties of Wicklow, Carlow, and Wexford turned into
stables for the horses of the Yeomanry. These he caused to
be cleansed and restored to their original sacred use, perform-
ing Divine Service in them himself, and inviting the Clergy
and Congregations to attend, who had mostly been driven into v
the mountains and bogs, to escape the cruelties of the Yeo- i
manry, and such of the Regular Troops as were under the
command of prejudiced or merciless officers. The poor, de-
luded and terrified inhabitants returned with joy and thank-
fulness to their Chapels and homes, as soon as assurance of
protection was afforded them from quarters and by persons
who had no interest to deceive them. The above mentioned
district, which by its peculiar fastnesses had become the resort
of the desperate characters alluded to, was by the promptness
and activtiy of Col. Macdonell and his Highlanders, quickly
cleared of its troublesome tenants; and aided by the humane
endeavours of Mr. Macdonell, to allay the fears and soothe the
feelings of the public, it soon became as peaceable and quiet as . .
it had been turbulent and rebellious.
During the short peace of Amiens in 1802, forty-four of
the Scotch Fencible Regiments were disbanded, and amongst Lo
the number was the Glengarry Regiment. Thus again were
the Catholic Highlanders of Glengarry reduced to want and
penury. Mr. Macdonell, finding that the trade of the Scottish
Cotton Manufacturers had become so much cirecumseribed and
reduced by the bloody war just ended, as to afford no longer
an asylum to his destitute covntrymen, in whose welfare he
had taken so warm an interest, and in whose dangers and
fatigues he had so largely participated during eight years,
thought that he might establish for them a claim upon Govern-
ment, so far as the obtaining for them grants of land in Upper
Canada, where so many of their friends were settled, on lands
given as rewards for their services and attachment to the Gov-
ernment during the American Revolutionary War.
With this intention he went to London and represented the
destitute situation of his charge, and also their claims upon *
Government, to the Rt. Hon. Henry Addington, then Premier,
after the resignation of Mr. Pitt. Mr. Addington received Mr.
Macdonell with great condescension, communed with him on
the bravery and loyalty of his countrymen, the Scotch High-
landers, and assured him that nothing could give him greater
pleasure, than to afford substantial proofs of the approbation
and good will of His Majesty’s Government towards them;
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and was moreover pleased to say, that of all His Majesty’s sub-
jects, the Highlanders were always the readiest to come for-
ward at their country’s call, and the only class from whom a
complaint or murmur had never been heard. Mr. Addington
further assured Mr. Macdonell that since his appointment to
his present situation, nothing had given him deeper cause of
regret, than to see those brave and loyal subjects, the Glen-
garry Highlanders, reduced, not by their own faults, but by
adverse circumstances to the necessity of quitting their native
land, to seek in a far distant country a subsistence for them-
selves, their wives and little ones. At the same time Mr. Ad-
dington admitted, that the proprietors of the Highland Estates
had every right to dispose of their property to the best advan-
tage, and that Government could not interfere in the matter.
To shew the interest Mr. Addington took in this subject, he
proposed to Mr. Macdonell a plan, by which his followers might
easily enrich themselves, and render themselves able in time
to return to their native mountains with wealth and distinction.

The Island of Trinidad had just been ceded by Spain to the
British Crown, and a Board of Commissioners was appointed
to establish a Government agreeably to the Constitution of
Great Britain, of which Board Colonel Fullerton was a princi-
pal. Mr. Addington offered the strongest inducements to Mr.
Macdonell, to lead a Colony of his countrymen to that island;
promising to grant eighty acres of land in the healthiest situa-
tions to every head of a family, together with as much money
as would suffice to place four slaves upon every farm; to send
a Physician and Schoolmaster to the new Colony,and to provide
Colonists, for a period of three years, with as much Wine as
Mr. Macdonell and the Doctor should consider necessary for
the preservation of their health. And further to bestow upon
Mr. Macdonell, and also upon a few of his friends, such salaries
as would make them independent in their circumstances. All
these advantages Mr. Macdonell declined; assuring Mr. Ad-
dington, that having devoted his whole life to the good of his
fellow creatures, he could not think of inducing them to emi-
grate to an unhealthy tropical climate; and renewed his soli-
citation to the Premier, to bestow grants of lands upon his
adherents in Upper Canada. The only objection which Mr.
Addington opposed to Mr. Macdonell’s request was, that the
British Government had so slender a hold of the Province of
Upper Canada, that he could not think himself justified in giv-
ing encouragement to the King's loyal subjects to emigrate to
that Colony. To this Mr. Macdonell replied by assuring Mr.
Addington, that the Emigration to Upper Canada by High-
landers would form the strongest tie and connection between
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the Colony and the Parent State.—He suggested to Mr. Ad-
dington the advantages that must accrue to Great Britain by
organizing the bisbanded Fencibles into a Military Emigration
to the British Provinces in North America, and after a limited
period of service to grant them lands in those Colonies; always
keeping embodied a certain force, by fresh emigration from the
mother country and the children of former Emigrants. This
suggestion of peopling the American Colonies with a loyal and
hardy population, and maintaining therein an armed body of
men, had it been attended to, might possibly have prevented
the last American War, and probably the late rebellion in both
provinces of Canada; and thereby have saved to Great Britain
the many millions it has expended in protecting her American
Colonies. Sir Archibald Campbell, the late Lieutenant Gover-
nor of New Brunswick, then on the staff of Sir William Pul-
teney, Colonel Steward, 42nd regiment, and several other
officers of distinction offered to take command in this Military
Emigration, should the plan be approved by the Government.

On Mr. Addington’s resignation, the plan of this Military
Emigration was disapproved of by his successor; but in March,
1803, Mr. Macdonell obtained the Sign Manual for a grant of
land for every Officer and Soldier belonging to the late Glen-
garry Regiment, whom he should introduce into Upper Cana-
da. No sooner was this gracious act of Majesty generally
known, than the Highland Proprietors took the alarm, and en-
deavoured by various means to prevent the Highlanders from
emigrating. The regulations of the Emigration Act were rig-
idly enforced, and many of the poor Highlanders, after selling
their effects, and repairing with their families to the ports of
embarkation were prevented from emigration. The Highland
Lairds induced their friends who were connected with the
Highlands, to represent to Mr. Macdonell the imprudence and
even folly of his undertaking; to wit, the Earl of Moira, Sir
John McPherson, late Governor of India, Sir Archibald Mac-
donald, Baron of the Exchequer, and un~le to Lord Macdonald,
and Mr. Charles Grant, father of the present Lord Glenelg,
then Chairman of the East India Company. Application was
even made to Sir Thomas Thirwhit, agent for the Prince of
Wales, to offer to the intended Emigrants, lands in the Duchy
of Cornwall, to be under the care and control of His Royal
Highness, with a pension to Mr. Macdonell. So far did the
fears or reproaches of the Highland Lairds act upon the then
Ministry, that even Lord Hobart, the Colonial Secretary of
State, endeavoured to prevail upon Mr. Macdonell to conduct
his Emigrants to Upper Canada through the United States, in
order that the odium of directly assisting the emigration from
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the Highlands might be removed; there existing at that time,
a Provincial Law in Upper Canada, which granted two hundred
acres of land to every loyal subject who entered that province
from the United States, with the intention to settle.  This
proposal Mr. Macdonell peremptorily declined, and for two
reasons. 1st. Because the circuitous route to Upper Canada
through the State of New York [there being no Erie Canal
in those days] was much more expensive. And 2ndly. Becaus2
he was well convinced, that the intercourse of his followers
with the people through the United States would innoculate
them with radical principles, and ever afterwards affect their
loyalty ; and this would be done the more readily, as the minds
of the Emigrants were irritated against their late landlords,
and soured against the Government by the severe restrictions
of the Emigration Act. Consequently, and in the midst of all
this opposition, Mr. Macdonell and his followers found their
way to Upper Canada in the best way they could, in the years
1803 and 1804 ; nay, he may be said, almost literally, to have
smuggled his friends away, so many and so vexatious were the
restrictions against their going.

Upon Mr. Macdonell’s arrival in Upper Canada, he pre-
sented his Credentials to Lt. General Hunter, at that time Lt.
Governor of the province, and obtained the stipulated lands
for his friends, agreeably to the order of the Sign Manual ; and
took up his residence in the county of Glengarry, where he had
not long resided, before he found that very few of the Emi-
grants who had previously arrived in the country and had
located themselves on lands allotted them, had obtained legal
tenures for their present possessions; so that he was obliged
to repair to the seat of Government, where after a great deal
of trouble, he obtained Patent Deeds for 160,000 acres of lands
for his new clients, and after some further delay, likewise ob-
tained the Patents for the lands of his own immediate fol-
lowers.

Mr. Macdonell’s next object was to get Churches built and
Schools established. On his arrival, he found only two Catholic
Clergymen in Upper Canada, one of them a Frenchman, who
could not speak a word of English, and the other an Irishman,
who left the province a short time afterwards; so that Mr.
Macdonell had to travel from one end of the province to (he
other, at that period without roads or bridges, oftimes car' ying
his vestments on his back, sometimes on horseback, somctimes
on foot, or in the rough waggons of the people, and sometimes
in Indian bark canoes, traversing the great inland lakes and
descending the rapids of the Ottawa and St. Lawrence. Mr.
Macdonell succeeded partially in the object of his ambition,
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but the apprehended and threatened hostilities between the
province and the neighboring republic militated against his en-
deavours.

When the United States of America in the year 1811 de-
clared War against Great Britain, and invaded Canada, Mr.
Macdonell prevailed upon his countrymen to form the second
Glengarry Fencible Regiment, which with two Militia Regi-
ments, raised also in the Eastern District, contributed not a
little to the preservation of the province; and by their activity
and bravery, the enemy’s frontier posts of Ogdensburgh, St.
Regis and French Mills, were taken with their Artillery, Am-
munition and other Military Stores.

After the conclusion of this War, in the year 1816 Mr.
Macdonell returned to England and waited upon Mr. Adding-
ton, President of the Privy Council, (by this time raised to the
Peerage, by the title of Viscount Sidmouth,) who received him
most kindly, and congratulated him on the good conduct and
success of his countrymen in Canada, during the recent War.
Viscount Sidmouth introduced him to Earl Bathurst, then
Colonial Secretary, who presented him to the Prince Regent,
and by way of favor and encouragement to the Catholics of
Upper Canada, authorized him to appoint three Clergymen and
four schoolmasters to his flock, with a promise of a salary of
one hundred pounds a year for each. Upon Mr. Macdonell's
return to the province next year, these Clergymen and school-
masters were appointed, but the Provincial Government de-
clined to pay the salaries; and Mr. Macdonell, after spending
seven years in memorializing the Provincial, as well as the
Home Government, and after being obliged to borrow money
to pay these Clergymen and schoolmasters, was compelled at
last to repair to England in the year 1825, where after an in-
finity of delay and trouble, he obtained, through the interces-
sion of the present Lord Glenelg, the arrears of these salaries,
which however were not continued.

On Mr. Macdonell’'s return to Canada in 1826, he was
appointed the first Catholic Bishop of Upper Canada, and the
Government settled upon him a salary of £400 per annum,
which was afterwards increased to £600. Bishop Macdonell
then succeeded in obtaining an increase to the number of his
Clergymen; some he educated at his own expense, and others
he received from Europe; and the Government allowed him the
sum of £750 to be distributed among his Clergymen and Eccle-
siastics. In the year 1830 this sum was increased to £1000,
In the year 1832 the Provincial Government granted £550 to-
wards the building and repairing of Catholic Churches, and in
the following year the grant was increased to £900; but
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shortly afterwards, William Lyon McKenzie and his radical
associates prevailed upon the Home Government to issue no
more money for religious purposes; and in consequence sevcral
Churches which were then in progress could not be finished.

Bishop Macdonell who had exerted himself to the utmost
in building Churches and Schoolhouses, and in procuring cler-
gymen and teachers, found himself by this withdrawal of the
Government money, inadequate to supply the increasing wants
of the growing population of his Diocese, and the multiplied
demands for Clergymen and Churches. In fact, by undertak-
ing upon his own responsibility the erection of Churches in
various parts of the Province, over and above the small grants
of money given by the Government, he greatly involved himself
in debt. This he necessarily did, as his flock, with the excep-
tion of the Highland settlements and the French Canadians of
the Western District, consisted of the poorer class of Irish
Emigrants, who were little able to assist him.

When Bishop Macdonell first arrived in Canada in the
year 1804 he found but two wooden Catholic Churches and one
stone Church in the whole province. It now contains 48*%
Churches, many of them handsome and capacious stone build-
ings, and these 48 Churches are served by 35 Clergymen. So
large, and at the same time so scattered is the Catholic popu-
lation, that as many more Churches are wanted, and three
times the number of Clergymen required, to afford the neces-
sary instruction, and to administer to them the rites of their
religion. The great difficulty which Bishop Macdonell had ex-
perienced in obtaining properly educated men to officiate as
Clergymen, has been a great means of retarding the religious
instruction and moral improvement of the Catholic population.
Although a comparatively large number of priests are now
distributed over the various parts of the province, yet the in-
creasing wants of the people render the disparity between the
Priests and their flocks quite as great as ever. This evil can
only be remedied by the building an endowment of a Seminary
in Upper Canada, for the education chiefly of young men in-
tended for the Catholic Priesthood. Such an establishment has
long been a favorite project of Bishop Macdonell, who has
succeeded in obtaining from the Legislature of Upper Canada,
an Act of Incorporation, establishing such Seminary; and he
has in consequence bestowed upon certain Trustees a valuable
piece of land, being a most eligible site for the intended College
in the Town of Kingston, the Catholic Episcopal See of the
Province, where the foundations are already dug, but the want

* Some of these Churches are not yet finished.
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of means has hitherto retarded its progress. To further this
undertaking Bishop Macdonell purposes once more to visit
Europe. As he is now very far advanced in years, and, in
every human probabjlity, cannot be expected to have his use-
ful life much prolonged, it is considered necessary, both for the
interest of Government, and for the support of religion, that
effectual means should be adopted for the comfort and satis-
faction of the Catholies of Upper Canada, who have ever
formed a strong link in the chain of connection between that
Colony and the Mother Country.

The Scotch Catholies have this strong claim upon the Gov-
ernment, for when the Scotch Protestant Emigrants made
choice of the United States for the place of their residence, the
Catholies, without a solitary exception, went to the British
Provinces. This preference is by no means confined to Upper
Canada, for a large portion of Catholic Emigrants from the
western coasts and Islands of Scotland emigrated at various
times to Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and other
of the Lower Provinces, where they and their descendants to
this day, are loyal and attached to the British Crown. -Scarce
as are Catholic Priests in the Highlands of Scotland, yet no
fewer than nine Clergymen accompanied the Emigrants, and
by their influence may be said, to have mainly directed their
steps towards the British Provinces.

The claims of the Irish Catholics upon Government are
also powerful and irresistible; for they have almost all of them,
to a man, spent the prime of their lives in the service of their
King and Country, and a great many brought with them to
Canada the wrecks of a constitution worn out in the various
climates of the British Empire, with bodies cicatrized with
sears, the honorable testimonials of their lengthened service,
and now in their old age, inabled to support their helpless
families in the forests of Upper Canada. The unjust commu-
tation of the Pensions of these men has been in a great meas-
ure the cause of their present distress. A just and generous
Government will not surely after such services and true loyalty,
deprive them of the comforts of religion, and the means of
educating their children, in the same principles of loyalty and
attachment to their King and Country, which they themselves
have so invariably practised.

During the recent disturbances, arising out of the Rebel-
lion in the province of Lower Canada, and the repeated inva-
sions of Upper Canada from the neighbouring Republie, the
Canadian Highlanders of the present day have displayed the
gpirit of their forefathers; no less than four Regiments of
Glengarry Militia having been raised in the Eastern District
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alone, independent of other corps, whose services were mainly
instrumental in suppressing the insurrection in Beauharnois,
and in protecting the loyal and peaceable in various other parts
of the two provinces. In this well merited eulogy the Catholic
Irish Emigrants must be joined, than whom a more loyal body
of subjects, Her Majesty does not possess.

EXTRACTS FROM GRAHAM’S HISTORY OF NORTH AMERICA.

“During the whole period of her controversy with Britain,
America was deriving a continual increase of strength from
domestic growth* and from the flow of European emigration.
Her territories presented varieties of human condition, and
diversified attractions adapted to almost every imaginable
peculiarity of human taste—from scenes of peace and repose,
to circumstances of romantic adventure and interesting danger
—from the rudeness and solitude of the forest, to the refine-
ments of cultivated life, and the busy hum of men in flourish-
ing, populous, and improved communities—from the lawless
liberty of the back settlements, to the dominion of the most
severely moral legiglation that ever prevailed among mankind.
No complete memorial has been transmitted of the particulars
of the Emigrations that took place from Europe to America at
this period; but (from the few illustrative facts that are actu-
ally preserved) they appear to have been amazingly copious.
Within the first fortnight of August, 1773, thirty-five thousand
Emigrants arrived at Philadelphia, from Ireland; and from the
same document which recorded this circumstance, it appears
that vessels were arriving every month, freighted with Emi-
grants from Holland, Germany, and especially from Ireland
and the Highlands of Scotland. About 700 Irish settlers re-
paired to the Carolinas in the Autumn of 1773; and in the
course of the same season, no fewer than 10 vessels sailed from
Britain with Scottish Highlanders emigrating to the American
States. As most of the Emigrants, and particularly those from
Ireland and Scotland, were persons discontented with their
condition or treatment in Europe, their accession to the Colo-
nial population, it might reasonably be supposed, had no tend-
ency to diminish or counteract the hostile sentiments towards
Britain which were daily gathering force in America. And yet
these persons, especially the Scoteh, were in general extremely

*From 1763 to 1776, Connecticut increased 50,000, a province receiving
but few Emigrants, and from which many left for other parts of the
States.
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averse to an entire and abrupt rejection of British authority.
Their patriotic attachments, enhanced, as usual by distance,
always resist