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THE

WAY OF TRUTH IN EVIL TIMES,
FOR THE nELIEVER AND FOR THE CIIUUCII OF GOD.

BY W^. £E. DORMA.ISr.

<i

PREFACE.

It is probable that these pages niiuht never have been written, if T had not
promised, hastily perhaps, to revise my " lleasons fur retiring from the Dissen-
ters," in order to their being reprinted; and if sickness hud not thrown me
upon this, as perhaps my prcsei.i service, in the absence of strength to pursue
a more active and accustomed course.

However, in reading over my <' Ecasons," at such a distance of time from
their original publication, I found that my mind had travelled onwards, and
that events and principles had travelled faster than my mind, making anything
in the way of revision unsatisfactory, if not impossible; so that I had no
alternative but cither a mere reprint, which I did not think would meet the
exigencies of the times and the need of inquiring souls, or to pursue the object
of my former book, with any increased light which the study of Scripture and
divine teaching may have imparted.

But truths which regard the character, and position, and prospects of the
Church of God, lose none of their importance by the lapse of time : and their
re-statement at the present moment, and in their present Hjrm, may not, in the
wisdom of God, prove in vain.

At least, there will be this advantage in the present over the former work, that,
if the truths then stated were deemed to be theorctieakand therefore unworthy of
attention, or doubtful ia their application, they will now be presented in
combination with experience; which is, alas! in the estimation of many, a
surer guide than the unchanging word of God itself.

In niy former book there were many detai' interesting enough perhaps at
the time, as giving continuity to the thread . pecial circumstances, which,
without loss, may be omitted now; since the resifts of inquiry, rather than the
struggles of the process, are of intrinsic and lasting importance.

If it may appear that I have spokeu with unusual posltiveness in these pages,
it will be found, on examination, to be, I think, not the posltiveness of dogmatism,
but the result rather of a habit of unbounded deference to God's word, whose
statements, I thank God, have been for years to me in the place of all man's
boasted argumentation. For though I despise no helps for the right interpre-
tation of the divine word, I am not ashamed of the apothegm—" They have
their arguments, but I have my texts."

My prayer and hope are, that what I have written may be owned of the Lord
for the help and in?:truction of His people, and as a witness, though a feeble
one, in these " perilous times," for Christ and for the Church of God.

Reading, January, 1856.
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1 ofOod, rathor than to insist on certain results which, liowovor important iu
their i.hice, nro utterly valueless, except as fluwing from this ilivinc and iin-
fuilini^ spnnp.
The opposite course to this nii-ht, iiulc.d, have hccn pursued, iCthe obicet

were to touiid or maintain a decent sect; or a scliool of doctiinc; ur a system
ot prophetic inttrj)retation; or even to Hcek the unity of Christians on a faNo
pround.

_
IJut thus would he follv in one who judu'es all sectarianism to be the

truit ot sin, censured in its very beKinnin-s by the word, " Arc ye not carnal
and walk as men V Faith can bo contented with a single cluo to .^uidc its
onward footsteps, but nature asks n chart (d' the journ. and will see before
hand Its resources, and reckon up it ^ staf.'cs, and m'ark itsVestin-places. Moses
said to llokd), his father-in-law. (Numb. x. iJO, iJl, 33.) « l.cavc us not,' Ipray thoo : forasmuch ns tluju knowest how wo are to encamp in the wildernc-s
and thou niayest bo to us instead of eyes." But he said, " 1 will not .n, • but
i will depart to nunc own land and to my kindred." How, now, will Moses
and Israel Imd their way, seeing' they are deserted by their ..uide? Let the
bcripturo nn.swer. "They departed from the mount of the Lord three days-
journey

: and the. ark of the nmnant of th,- Lo,;l wait hr/hre thrm." Nothinr;
but the guidance of the ]iord should direct our steps, "and nothin.r l,ut His
presence should satisfy our sou!^. Opinion and expediency may sufliTr f„r the
ways of men; but truth and faith arc required for the paths of the Loid •—
truth which discloses His counsels and ways; and faith which briie-s in His
power to nustain when the wake of these counsels is pursued.

""

Moreover, obedience to known truth—truth as given of Ood— is the «uro
path to further blessing; according to the word of'Christ, " Whosoever /<«///
to iuui shall be given, and he shall have more abundance; but whosoever hath
not, in.m hin- ahall be taken away, even (hat which he hath. The unv;;rvin-
eallof Christ, when on earth, to his disciples was, " Fo//ow 7nr ;" and" the
bpint (it Clirist in the apostle but rc-cchocs from heaven the same word to us
when ho says, " J}c yo followers of mo, even as I also am of Christ.

CHAPTiai I.

THE IMPORTANCE OF RIGHT VIEWS CONCERNING THE CHURCH OF GOD.

Tnouoii nothing can be farther from my thoughts than the idea of prcsontin.^m some human way, a solution of ecclesiastical difficulties, which on all sides
are making them.selvos felt, yet I may assert that the ground of all the leading
controversies of the day will be found in the question, " What is the Ch,n-<h ?^

This question may as.sume different aspects, according as the mind which 'it
agitates Ls nearer to or farther from the just idea which Scripture furnishes
of the Church; stiH it is the question. Thank God, there is one fixed, un-
changeablo idea which Scripture presents when it unfolds to us God's "ideal

i nr, • .- • « •
^^'''° 1' ""'^ inJ^^liblc character which God's eternal purpose

and Christ s infinite love have stamped upon the Church. There is one, and one
only position, morally, in the world, which Christ's glory and the Holy Sidrit's
presence have given to it; and there is one destination alone which G..d's
counsels of grace and Christ's relationsliip to the Church, as His body and bride,
have set before it It is not left-blessed be God that it is not I-to human
definitions to .settle what the Church k; nor to man's wisdom and wishes tomould It according to his idons of what it .hovld he. Bo it tliat, practically, in
Its manifestation m the world, all has gone wrong, and that the Church has sunk
•down from her heavenly position, and well-nigh lost the hope of her heavenly

WW*
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glory; Ood's counsel has not sunk down to the level of the Church'.s ;h tual

deelcii'ion ; nor i,M the power of individual recovery withdrawn so K)ng an faith

can lay hold of (Jod's thoughts of what the Church is to Chri.st, and what ('lui.>^t

is to the ('hurch.

It is not for a moment to bo imagined, howovcr, that mere abstract views of

truth will accomplish this. Nothing—not oven tho clearest views of divine trutli

—can for a moment stand in tho place of devotedncss to Christ. Thii will

enable the soul to thread its pathway through ten thou.sand dillicultics and hin-

drances, while mere intellectual ptsiceptions and an earnest inainteiianco of

principles, without it, will infallibly leave the heart to a traitorous d .sertion of

(!hrist in tho hour of triid. Ignorance itself—at least ignorance of everything

ill truth but that which is most elementary—vhere tho heart is construinod in

its impulses by the lovo of Christ, one is almost tcmptcl to prefer to knowledge
in its brightest exhibitions and its widest range, where the aifections are left to

wither amidst cold abstractions. M.r, the heart ever remember the words of

Christ, "If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them !"

But, because (Jod's thoughts about tho Church arc not tho foundation of a

sinner's liope, or, as i)eoj)le express it, •' are not essential to salvation," let it not

be supposed that they may on that aeeoiint be studied or neglected, received or

thrown aside, v.'ithout entailing any consequences. For, if it were well examin-
ed, it might be found that the .secret of the want if peace and confidence before

Cod of many a soul, aro.se from the absence of atrue apprehension of the fulness

of (lod's grace presented in His counsels and dealings tOM'ards the Church.
Plainly the qu<<stion of justification is an individual ((uestiv^u ; and it is .so pre-

sented, in connexion with tho righteous holiness of God, in llomans and else-

where. lUit tho real portion and place of an individual believer can neither be
known nor enjoyed apart from the revelation which God has given of the place

and portion of the Church. IJccausc the highest blessing is not individual

blessing, but tho blessing of the body, f, as an individual, must come into it

—

it is true ; but it is as a member of'Christ's body that 1 come into it, if at all.

For if it is said of believers, in their individuality, "Wo arc members of his

body, and of his flesh, and of his bones," it is because the Church is the body
of Christ, and believers are members of that body.

^loreover, if the place of " the bride," and tho blessed affections that are

awakened by that relationship, and llie hold which it gives on Christ's afl'ections

bo considered, it must be remembered that it is the Church in its corporate
chiuaeter that is both the body and the bride. To talk about Christ being the
bridegroom of an individual is folly, and a degrad 'ion of Christ, and a proof
that the very idea of that divine and blessed relationship is unknown. " Christ
loved VAr Church and gave himself for it."

J}ut 1 m.iygo a step farther, and say, that the divine truth of the resurrection
cannot bo known in its fulness and present power apart from the truth of the
Church's union in life with a risen Christ. 1 may know, doctriually, and on
the ground of divine certainty, that the bodies of believers will bo raised to life

and glory by the power of Christ—for " life and incorruptibility are brought to

light by the go.spel;" but when I see that God has a Church, and that that
Church is tho body of Christ, I learn thai T am a partaker of the resurrection
now ; and that the life which I pcssess now is Christ's life (Col. iii. 4)—eternal
life—for it is of tho Church as a whole that it is said, " Ho hath quickened
us together with Ohri;-t, and hath raised us up together, and hath IiukIc us sit

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus."
But if this question of the Church has often to be settled as a preliminary to
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divine centre and head of ever /thing in heaven and everythin"' on earth in the
counsels of God

;
aiid to bo thus manifested "in the dispensation of thoVulness

ot tunes. (Lph. i. 10.) His death was neces.sary for Israel's blessin-, it is

nV but once accomplished, it gives scope and ground f»x deeper counsels ofGods hidden love Israel's high priest, like another Balaam, uttered them
when he said, prophetically, that Jesus should " dU-.for that nation : and not
tor that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the children
ot Crod that were scattered abroad." (John xi. 51, 52.) This " <TatherIn<^
together of the children of God," apart from the world, is peculiarly distinctive
ot Christianity; and the idea does not meet us in the Old Testament, except in
the form of a moral attract-on, as expressed in I'salm cxxxiii., "Behold how
good aiid how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity •"

or in
Malachi, " Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another'" The
posNition ot Israel in the Lord was that of an elect vation ; and the principles
ot God s dealings with them were in accordance with this position, consistinc^
mainly in governmental regulations and providential displays : so that it wal
said " He hath not dealt so 'vith any nation." They were a nation bound
together, by virtue of a common parentage, and a national ritual, consisting of
carna ordinances; and they were thus owned of (Jod; that is, they were
owned as a nation separated from .cher nations to be an example of God's <rood-
ness and taithtulness

;
for they were in alliance with Him. The salvation of

the godly 111 Israel is another question ; and is always a question of/«(VA, from
Abel downwards. '_^ee Heb. xi.) But the death of Christ gave occasion for
the bringing out oi

^ reverse of what was manifested in the position of Israel
lor Christianity is c . gathering together of saints in the power of a spiritual
Jite, presenting a body whose members are indeed on the earth, but whoso life
mail Us essential springs and formative character, is in heaven, " hid with
Clirhst in God. God has not now recorded His name in the midst of any
n«/(o»; but wherever two or three are gathered together in His name there
Jesus IS in themidst of them. What the temple\vas to the Jew, that the
gathering of saints is to the Christian. For God hath said, "I will dwell in
them, and walk in them ;" and the exhortation based on this is, " Wher.'fore
come out from among them, and be ye separate, saitli the Lord " '

'

Too much stress can hardly be laid on the truth—thouirh God is theonly eflVctual
teacher—that, in consequence of Christ's exaltation, thr IMy GhM, a, a aicine
pcrwn,is here Oil earth; is here con.sequent upon completed redemption, and
he diyme witness of its power. This alters everything in re-ard to the posi-

tion of believers as to the world, their worship, their relationship and intercourse
with (.od, their hopes and expectations. And if the cursory reader should be
disposed to pass this by as a speculative statement, I beseech the thou-htful
Chri.st.an to ponder, m the presence of God, its profoundly practical bcarin-.
i;or It the fecrip urcs present us with doctrines that " make us wise unto salvS-
lon through faith that is in Christ Jesus," and so fully unfold the mind of God

that, through then., " the man of God may ho per/ert, throu-hly furnished unto
a good works they a so bring us, and that in a di^ ine way', ihrourjh the powerand presence oftlielM;, Ghost here on earth, into acquaintance with the living
person of the Son of God in heaven, and into living association with Him ; and^through Him, into the relationship and intercourse of sons with the livin-r
i'atlier. °

Thus, and thus only can be known the profound depth and living strength of
that word of Christ, which tol.l of His victory in death, and burst Fvom IHs lips
in resurrection, but which could only bo known in its fulness after the desceutof
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xii. 13.) "We are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones."

(Eph. V. 30.)

lien > the believer is individually the tcmpic of the Holy Ghost, (1 Cor. vi.

19/; 1 the whole body also is collectively His temple, (1 Cor. iii. IG,) and
honcv is that on earth believers " are builded together for a huhitatinn of
God (tiiey are his temple) through the Spirit." (Eph. ii. 20, 22.) Hence
also the apostle's statement—" ... lie not moved away from the hope of the

gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preaclied to every creature [in the

whole creation] which is under heaven ; whereof I Paul am made a minister

;

who now rejoice in my sufl'erings for you, and fill up that which is behind of

the afflictions of Christ, in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church

:

whereof I am made a minister according to the dispensation of God which is

given to me for you, to fulfil [complete] the word of God." (Col. i. 22—25.)
In this passage there are three things stated which it is important to distin-

guish. First, the apostle states that he was a minister of the gonprl, as a

testimony of God in the whole creation, which is under heaven, as observed
before ; second, that he was a minister of the Church, which, he says, is the

body of Christ; third, that in the dispensation which was committed to him
there was the completing of tlie word of God. Or, in other words, that a dis-

pensation or economy was committed to him, which had for its distinctive

object the manifestation of God's counsels of grace and glory concerning the

Church ; and that this manifestation was a necessary part of divine revelation,

in order to the completion of the word of God. Subsequent revelations were
doubtless given, as in the latter epistles, and in "the Ilevelation ;" but these

present oidy the history, and decline, and final condition, as to this world, of
the Church which had been already revealed. As to subjects, when the Church
had been presented, revelation was complete. Hence is seen the contradiction

and folly of Mormonism, and of every claim to another revelation.

The Scriptures, it may bo needful to say, (for some at least,) are occupied,
as far as regards man, witli three separate classes, termed, '' the Jews, the
Gentiles, and the Church of God," in connexion with whicli God's counsels and
Christ's glory are to be displayed. It is not merely that in these three classes

mercy finds its objects, and "wisdom is justified of all her children;" but
Christ has a separate title in connection with each ; while the Church stands
forth in her own peculiar place of union with Christ and as the participant of
His glory.

And let me add, that for all intelligent study of the divine word, these dis-

tinctions must be borne in mind. They mark the application of Scripture, and
are never confounded the one with the other in the oracles of God.

But it is of the Church alone that it is said, " There is one hmhj and one
Spirit ;" and it is the unity of this body that is to be kept in the bond of peace.
Admitting that the evil of man and the influx of corruptions have scattered the
members of Christ, and have substituted another unity than that of the body of
Christ, and have brought in another organisation for the unity of that body, the
obligation to maintain this unity, which is God's, is not on that account set

aside. The estimate which the believer is to form of the Cliurch, and his con-
sequent blessings and obligations in relation with that Church, is not to be taken
from the ruin and debasement to which man in his unfaithfulness has reduced
it; but froni the place in which God has set it in His grace, and from its unal-
terable roiaLionship to Christ, and its final destination in glory with Him as His
body and His bride.

Allowing that there is a lack of power to restore this unity on earth, of which
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even as Christ Ilinisolf has said, "If I go and prepare a place for you I will

come (Kjain, and receive you unto myself; that whoro / am there ye may be
also."

After the Church h^s entered upon this, her proper hope, the power of evil

will be set aside, and Christ will establish the kiiujiiom in power, and blessing,

and glory. It is "the kingdom and /Kitinirc" now; then it will be "the
kingdom of God come with power." To make way for this, the merely nominal
church, or the aggregate of that which has stood in the outward profession of

Christianity (not the uicndjcrs of Christ) will be " spued out of his mouth,"
will be rejected as the sphere within which Ilis poM'cr in grace has hitherto

worked, but shall (hen work no longer. For the time will then bo come for

the inunodiatc and definite application of the passage, " lie that is unjust let

him be unjust still; and he which is filthy l(^t him be fdthy still ; and he that

is righteous let him be righteous still ; and he that is holy let him be holy still."

Ovcv. xxii. 11.) Babylon will be judged, and the whole power of evil will be
set aside.

In a word, full communion and glory for tl.e Church with Christ, and the

judgment of the world, with the resulting blessings under the reign of Christ,

is that which believers ought to look for.

As to life, the eternal life which was with the Father, it has been uianifestcd

to us in the person of Christ, and He has become nxr life, nence His precepts,

and walk, and words, which were expressive of the life in Him, In the midst of

earthly circumstances, become the lule and direction of that life in us. " God
has given to us eternal life and that life /x I'n hi^ Son; he that has the Son has
life; and ho that has not fhc St.n of Gad, has not life." Hence, wc have fel-

lowship through the Spirit with the Son, in whom our life is, and, consequently,

with the Father also. But inasmuch as this life—our life—is in Christ in the

power of resurrection, ^ life which He took after death, we shall never have our
full place and glory until we arc risen, though " to depart and be with Christ,"

as it is expressed by the apostle, " is far better."

In sum, it may be said, that the presence of the Holy Ghost, conscfjucnt upon
Christ's exaltation, when lie had, by His obedience, and sufferings, and death,

accomplished eternal redemption, and His coming again in glory, arc the prac
tical hinges of the true ch:iractcr and position of the Churcl:.

It may be added here, however, that the death and resurrection of Christ is

the witness of the world's being entirely lost ; for not oidy have men shown
their moral distance from God by the rejection and crucifixion of Him who, in

character and claims, was God's representative here on earth; but they have
proved themselves to be under condemnation and death, since righteousness and
life before God are alone in Him, and through Him, M'hom they have rejected.

Hence the righteousness established before God, in Christ as the second Adam,
is the foundation, and only foundation, of God's present working in love towards
the world, lo.st and ruined as it is ; and, as Christians, wc belong actually, as

well as morally, to a new crentUm.
Still the presence of the Holy Ghost, forming the unity of the body, is the

centre and hinge of the whole doctrine of Christ, now exalted on high until He
comes again in glory. As to the m<imf(»iation of that unity—a manifestation,
be it remembered, that once existed—all is scattered and ruined. Of this there
needs no proof; while the attempts that have been made to establish it upon
false grounds have rendered the difficulty of realizing its blessings and effects

still greater. But this difficulty has not altered the duty of the servant of
Christ ; nor has it enfeebled the love of Christ towards the members of His
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It would bo a thankless task, and one little congenial to the heart that loves

the sheep of Christ, to dwell ou all the corruptions of the Establishment, which

the spiritual in its communiou are forced to groan under ; or on all the evils

which uuirk the various forms of Dissent, and from which many amongst them,

that have a heart for Christ, would be gladly freed. It will, therefore, be my
object, mainly, to point out the practical setting aside, by the one and the other,

as systems, of those basis principles which are essential to any adequate witness

for the unity of the Church of God, and for the true and divine grounds of the

fellowship of all believers.

Not only, then, is there no practical exhibition of the unity of the Church as

the body of Christ, or of the foundation and bond of Christian communion, but

there exists, as a fact, and has long existed, the prescriptive establishment of

"rounds of communion and bonds of fellowship so entirely opposite, that it is

difficult in the extreme to rouse the great body of professing Christians to the

thou"lit that the Church ever was, or ever could be, any other than the mass of

iar.'iTg elements, and worldly principles, and rival and discordant sects, which

it now presents.

If personal piety be cultivated, and such fellowship be cnjo,>ed as the sect

may afford—and especially if, through the ministry of the word, souls be con-

verted to God—in the apprehension of the majority of Christians there remains

little more to be desired, and little to bo mourned over, in reference to the

general condition of the Church of God. It is hardly suspected by them that

the freat body of truth presented in the apostolic epistles has as much to do

with'unfokling the blessings in which the Church as a body is set, and in

directin" the communion and ani^ocidfcd walk of believers, as it has with the

establishment of the grounds of individual jusudcation and the direction of the

separate walk of the children of God.

But, as an exhibition of the Church as the body of Christ, having one life

with Christ and one destination with Ilim in glory, what is the Church of Eng-

land ? and what is Dissent?

How, it may be asked, does the one or the other present the unity of the

body or the grounds of christian fellowship, so that there should be any place

for the exhortation, " endeavouring to keep the unitj tf the Spirit in the bond

of peace ?" I do not here invidiously inquire what are the manifest corruptions

of the Establishment, or what arc the practical evils o^ Dissent. I take the

principles of a national establishment and the abstract thtory of dissent ; and I

find that the one, in its very constitution, because it is national, and therefore

gathers the world within its pale, subverts the very basis of the Church as com-

posed of the members of Christ's body, and renders impossible any ^yitness for

the glory of Christ against an idolatrous world. The other also, in its endless

divisions and conventional rules of communion, even though it require a spiritual

confession in its menibers, is founded, nevertheless, on the non-existence of the

unity of the Church, such as the epistles of the New Testament present.

It is matter of history that in the settlement of the parochial system of the

Church of England there was a tiansfcr of all the inhabitants of a parish from a

popish to a protestant form; and that altogether apart from the question of

whether there was a single Christian in the parish or not. So that, from the

outset, the Church of England failed to accord with its own definition of a

church, as "a company of faithful men," &c., and failed in the scriptural

requirements of a church.

I may add here, in the words of another : "At the time of the Reformation

two great elements entered into the composition of the Church of England, as
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Wcslcyan by the principles of expediency, because the founder of the sect so

arranged it, without any reference to Scripture at all.

In this state of things, apart from all ((uestions of corruption, it will at once

be perceived that the authority of man is paramount, and that the Church is

viewed, practically, as one in common witii the various existing institutions,

which arc moulded, by his plastic hand, according to the dictates of his will.

But how utterly alien is this from the scriptural idea of the Church being
^^ biiililiil t'li/cthcr /<»• an /lahila/ion nf God throiti/h the- S/n'rif," where a

common relationship to Christ gives the common bond of luiion to its several

members, and where the Spirit's presence is the source, and power, and guiding

energy, of its Christ-appointed ministries !

My reference to these things is with no pleasurable feelings ; but they must

needs be pointed out by the hand that would indicate the pathway of (iod's

people in an evil day j because it is in the midst of these evils that their path

is found.

The radical defect of both the Establishment and Dissent is the absence of

the recognition of that which tlie New Testameut emphatically calls thr. Vliurch.

I do not deny that there may bo a reference to "the visible and invisible

Church;" (a poor substitute for "the epistle of Christ, known and read of all

men ;") but i assert that there is the entire absence of the idea of what the

Church is, in its essential nature as the body of Christ, and of its distinctive

endowment by the presence of the Holy Ghost. And by conseciuencc there is

the absence of all practical recognition of the privileges and responsibilities of

believers, as connected with that ''one body and one Spirit."

Iiut the nature of the Church and the unity of the Church must be seen, if

the positive »,iound of a Christian in these days is to be seen ; and if there is to

be any true standard before the mind by which to judge what is, and what is

not, consistent with the unspeakable grace of God, in which believers are set;

consistent with the blessed and wondrous ends for which Christ died.

This—may God's children believe it I—is no <|uestion of expediency, to bo

settled according to one's views of the relative claims of diilcrent existing

systems. It is not a question between Evangelicals and Puscyites; of Church
and Dissent; of the appointment of ministers and their sustainment ]5ut it is

a question about the existence of the Cliurch as the body of Christ, and of the

liberty and functions of God's blessed Spirit as present in the Church, and of

the authority and suthciency of the Scriptures for the guidance of believers

according to the mind of Christ as long as the Church is continued here on

earth.

Hero Dissent is equally at fault with the Establishment.

Dissent in general, and especially independency, apart from its political

character, and increasing advocacy of worldliness, fails in even the recognition

of the Church in its unity, at least as to anything to do with earth. In heaven

it cannot be questioned. But there will be no need of "endeavouring to keep

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" there. The unity, however,

spoken of in Eph. iv, "one body and one Spirit," a unity connected with the

earth, however it may be perfected iu heaven, has neither place nor consideration

in the system of independency or Congregationalism. It exists neither in fact

nor in desire. I do not assert that individuals may not recognize and desire it;

but if I look at the system, individual churches, or federations of churches, are

assumed to answer every exigency of Scripture on this point.

However, in the New Testament, it is unquestionable, there is the Church
in Its unity, as presented in Paul's Epistles, especially in Ephesians and Colos-
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was amongst tho disciples." I3ut bo it so. I am not seeking for a perfect

church. 1 nm occupied with a much simpler thing. I .im acekiiig a path for

7? self in which I shall not have my conscience bound by any uuthorily to do
or lo sanction what the word of (iod and conscience condemn. \J is a very
simple qucs'ion for a disciple of (,'hvist to ask hiiiself ]{y what authority nn
I bound to g(» on with what V see to bo wrong ? And wliy am I to acquicsco
in a state of things, ccclosiaMtically or othiTwise, merely because ite.Kists, when,
at tho same time, I see so many things in it which are plainly contrary to tho
record of Christ's will ? I speak not now of Church, or Dissent, or Free
Church, or any other sytem, in particular, but of all. And I ask, where does
Chri.st bind His disciples to association with that which is evil ?

Imagine what would bo Christ's Judgment of the present state of things if

lie were now personally present— if He were to appear in yA-zy/ ; the conclusion
is plain. Ten thousand things, which now find their place and approval in tho
systems of men, and which bind Christians to association with them, would bo
withered up by the very first beam of that glory; while " the shaking of heaven
and earth," which will actually take place when He does appear, will be but
the overturning of all that men are, in Christ's name, so strangely seeking to

uphold. But Christ has visited the scene. And Ho has caused a record to bo
made of His moral judgment about it. \\q has walked amidst the candlesticks,

and has declared that unless there were repentance, even in those early days of
decline, and doing the first works, He would " remove the candlestick out of
its place." He has declared that He (/•/// not put His stamp of approval upon
anything that falls .short of the expression of the Church's " first love." And,
alas ! the succeeding epistles to those apocalyptic churches only show tho
deepening .shades of moral declension, until Jjaodicea causes him to reject it

altogether. And then the whole book gives the programme of the whole char-

acter of evil of the latter days, until Uabylon'a corruption and 15abylon's doom
are the final issue.

I know well that any feeling of dissatisfaction with the existing state of things
is readily imputed to restlessness of mind, or to wildness of views. But, be
this as it may, one thing is certain, that (ioi) never binds any evil on the con-
sciences of His people, however, in departing from the evil, they may provoko
the opposition, not of tho world alone, but of those who have other objects than
to do His will ; or at least have another standard than His word by which to

judge of that will.

'' But where," it may be asked, " is the refuge for the isolated believer
amidst this confused and jarring scene V For if it be deemed a fruitless hope
to look for a restored-unity to the Church, it docs not set aside tho fact that
dioisum and sertarianism r..n'nt. And if so, it appears to me there exists but
this alternative for the Christian, either to coincide with that which the word of
God condemns, or to seek a path where, at least, ho may bo individually free

from fellowship witli the world and the evils of sectarianism ; and bo free also

from the spirit which at first produced, and still perpetuates, these evils.

" Are ye not carnal and walk as men ?" is as much a beacon to warn of danger
and shipwreck of the Church's interests now, as it was in apostolic days.

" But where," it may be repeated, " is any place of rest for him, if ho
breaks through those ties which bind him on every hand ?" The answer is

presented in one single sentence of Scripture—so much misconstrued, so little

valued, so often overlooked, aud yet presenting so perfect and gracious a provi-
sion by Christ Himself, that nothing but heaven itself can go beyond it.

" Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them."

J '
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ovnngolioals, in the E^' iblishmcnt of this coTi.,y; and at the snino time, und
on the same ground, a wsoiiter with the l)i' > '

; and a Wesleyan with tiic

Wi><k'yanH; and if I had lived at the time, I .uust have been a Lutheran ul tlio

ll( irniation, and ii Papist with IWal and the Janscnists ! There is, however,
another cf)nc!usion which is often drawn from these premises ; vi'., that it Ih ii

proof of (iod's prt'sent iudif!( ivnco to these things, provided ho gospel is

preiiciied and souls ar> ived. My ,,iily answer ia, this is not ujtTely lutitudl-

mirian inditference, but it is the nulliticatiou "f the wisdom and 'are which
indited the Kpistles for the Ciiiireh's guidance ; and if is practically , lying that
God is inilill'erent whether the ( iiurch, which is the cpistlo of <'hrlst, presents a
true or a false transcript of His grace and character to the world.

It appears a strange thing to the heart which hi.s known, in ever so feeble n
measure, (idd's goodness, and has proved, pi;rhaps as scanti'v, the stability of
His ways, that in writing to Christ uiii» one should bo obli-ed to turn aside to

insist on a thing so obvious, so elementary, as that God may, at all times, and
in all circumstances, be surely trusted when the doing of His will by His chil-

dren is in .luestion. And that His word, which is but the expression of His
thoughts and will, however opposed to our notions, and contrary to flesh and
blood its dictates nmy seem, may be always confided in.

Yet it is ncccssiry. Or, if the observation be founded on a practical mistake,
those who are so hnp])y as to carry the reputation of it in their own confiding
trust in (lod, and their habitual subjection to the paraii. junt authority of His
word, will know how to forgive the anxiety which dietai d the remark. Hut
when thinlving about others, rather than oneself, as a ('In istian is called to do,
what rest is there for the heart, amidst a thousand thing, that try it, in that
declaration, "God is fathful, by whom ye were called iiro fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ !" And, when the results of labour are -uch as to present
but little to bo rested in, how does it dispel any feeling >f despondency to
remember, that " The eyes of the Lord run to and fro thn ughout the whole
earth to show himself strong on behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward
him !" ^

What is nccdc'i, especially in a day like the present, is, the hiving hold of the
principle uttered by the prophet, " Say yc not a confederacy to n'l them to whom
this people say a confederacy, neither fear ye their fear, nor be al aid. Sanctlfij
the Lord of hosts hinw/f, and let him be your fear, and let hin be your dread.
And he shall he for a sanctum-}/."

_
For one thing is certain, that if all Christians wore prepared t once to give

in their adherence to a perfectly scriptural system of church poll , as far as it

could bo presented, but little would be effected by such a movcn, at, except it

were accompanied by the faith which recognizes God in all the br- adth of His
claims and in present living association with the heart—a God liv tg and true.

In no ago can thcpaths of the Lord be traversed except by t o power of
faith

;
and the conviction of this has determined me not to preser t a system

made ready to the hand which might guide persons in setting up rcaking-of-
bread churches or some such thing : but to present those principle- which, if
God IS actmg on the soul, and the conscience bo in healthful ex'erc <e, will be
sufficient to help it in the pathway of inquiry from the word. Thi.- may per-
haps create a feeling of disappointment for the moment, but I trust i may turn
the heart of some one or other to enquire of God.

There are, however, several points which I feel called to dwell upt i a little
more particularly. One, indeed, especially, in order to obviate wh;; appears
to be a general misconception. I mean the bearing of the truths wh ch have
been stated upon what is popularly termed, " the ministry."
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ON iMINISTRY.
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equally plain that wherever the gift was possessed an unlimited freedom, subject
to Seripturoorder for its exercise, was given ; or rather, the obligation, in grace,
for its exercise was imposed.

This (luestion of ministry is not to be summarily settled by the assertion that
the l:.'th and 14th chapters of Corinthians could only be in force while miracu-
lous jiifts were present in tlie Church : much less by the untena1>le notion that
the_ lOpistlc to the Corinthians presents only a provisional local order • a
notion contradicted in terms by the address of the Epistle, which is strictly
universal. " Unto the Church of God which is in Corinth .... with
all that in cccry place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Loiu), both theirs
and ours." (See also 1 Pet. iv. ; lloni. xii.)

^
There is but the alternative, either to avow that the ministry of tlie word,

since apostolic tinies, and the edification of believers, rests on the basis of human'
competoney, and is subject to human training;, and is to be guided, in it.s exerei.se,
by the human will, expressed by vote or otherwise; or to ackncndedge that it

is diviue,_and that the source from whence it flow.s, tlie directions for'" its exer-
cise, its limitations and grounds of responsibility, are to be determined by an
appeal to the New Testament Scriptures alone. If the latter be accepted, it
will be seen at once that an ascended Christ (Eph. iv.) is the source from whence
it flows, and by whom it is perpetuated; that the Holy Ghost is the power of
Its exercise, and its only limitation the possession of the gift bestowed by Christ,
and its exercise in charity or love, according to 1 Cor. xiii. ; while the ground
of Its responsibility is the known character of Christ and His relationship in
grace to the soul.

_
One thing which has greatly tended in practice to destroy this ba.sis of mi-

nistrv, and to limit its blessings, as in the hand of Christ, is tliat almost all the
religious systems that have been formed by men have been looked upon as a
more or less extensive sphere for the preaching of the gospel ; from which this
double conse((uence has resulted, viz., that the work of the evangelist has been
impeded by local bonds and obligations, and the Church of God has not been fed.
and bulievcrs have not been built up on their most holy faitli, hramc almost
all stated ministry has become ostensibly that of the evangelist, or the preach-
ing (if the gospel to the unconverted. V>v\i beyond this there has been this
further ju'actical con.sequence, tliat the competency of the Cliurch to worship
and to_ enjoy Christ's presence has been utterly lo.s't. This absorption of every-
thing into the act and function of preaching leaves neither place nor power for
the worship of tlie united church.

It is not pretended, here, that there is too much zeal in carrying the fospel
message into the highways and hcd-es to poor neulectcd souls that are dc^ul in
trespasses and sins; but the Church of God is a thing to be cared for, as well
as tlic salvation of souls to be sought. " Feed my sheep," '' feed my hu.ib^

'

as mucli expresses the will of Christ as, '' go ye into all the world, and preach
tlie gospel to every creature." It is the same activity of His love workin-' in
another sphere. Ikt worship, which is the Church's special function, whether
It possess ostensible ministry or not, rests on the ground of Christ's presence
wherever two or three are gathrn-ed together in His name ; which has been
already insisted on. Worship is, or at least ought to be, the happy occupation
otUie Church when met together in Christ's name and in the power of the Holy
Spirit: but thft_ preaching of the gospelis the proper work of the exan-elist,
who goes out with the message of mercy to ruined souls in responsibility to
Christ. Or there may be teaching in the Church according to the gifts which
Christ may have bestowed for that end, according to the word of the apostle, in
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ORDINATION.
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_
It would bo folly to argue the point that to bo permitted to occupy, in occa-

sional service, the p«//>i<, which is supposed to be in the power of its proper
occupant, is the same thing as coming in Christ's name to minister, on the
ground of gift committed for the good of the body by the Lord Jesus Christ,
and seeking no other sanction than the consciences of them that believe. As
to preaching tlio gospel in the world, the evangelist was not the servant of the
C/iiirrh, but of Christ. Ho was not sent forth by the Church, neither was his
gift under its control. The Church is neither the founder nor the director of
missions, though glad to help forward, after a godly sort, those whom the Lord
of the harvest .sends forth.

In stated labour also, for the servant of the Lord to bo occupied here or there,
as the Lord Himself may guide, asking only the recognition of the power which
Christ may have given for edification, is not the same thing as being chosen by
the people for the exclusive office of minister ; and it ought not to be argued as
if it were : to say nothing of being bound by an appointed salary to the perfor-
mance of this exclusive duty. But the whole foundations are out of course

;

and the modes of thought and expression current amongst Christians generally
are exprcsive of anything but the ideas of the New Testament.

It is true indeed that no position, however scriptural, which is not held in
faith, will long displace the spirit of the world which is ever stealing in upon
those_ who are most desirous to be apart from it. It requires not "only true
principles and a true position, but the constant exercise of faith to overcome the
world. Incessant vigilance and walking with God, with affections in heaven,
are necessary to counteract its power. But alas ! for that state of things where
the credit and power of the world are, on principle, sought by Christians, and
where ministerial faithfulness and power are reckoned amongst the rest of the

Dinmodities of this trafficking age !
" There, sir,"

Chapel, in a day not

purchasoable and saleable comniod,...
said the manager, to the newly-elected minister of .,„..i,v.., ... .. «aj uuo
long gone by,—" there, sir, is the chapel ; and when the sittings are all let, it
will produce eight hundred pounds a year; and if you can fill it, it will be all
your oicii.'l ^ I make no comment. I only ask, " could the servant of God, in
such a position, say, ' I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ? '

"

GEXERAL OBSERVATIONS.

I am conscious that in the statciuonts of the foregoing pages many principles
have been assumed to bo true and scriptural, whicli, it is to be feared, are not
always admitted to be so by Christians generally, even if they would not venture
to deny or question them in terms. For example, it is assumed that the know-
ledge of thj mind of God should bind the conscience of a Christian to obedience,m whatever circumstances, and at whatever cost; whether that mind be
expressed by direct injunction, or gathered from the known character of God,
or from the general principles of Scripture, which are clear to the spiritual mind.
_

It has been assumed also that, in the Scripture of the New Testament there
IS to bo found a perfect revelation for the guidance of the Church and of the
individual Christian, whatever may be their altered circumstances, or whatever
changes may toko place in the world up to the end.
;;^More ver, it is assumed, that it never can be right, nor according to the
niind of God, to continue in practical association with any evil, on the ground
of expediency, when once the evil is seen, or when it might be seen by an
honest examination of it in the light of the divine word. For ''whatsoever is
not of faith is sin."

fli
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the truths of the Old Testament, nnd the prophetic scriptures, will infallibly be

wrongly applied without it.

It is a matter of rejoicing that so much attention is being given to the subject

of prophetic interpretation, and that there is an awakened expectation of the

speedy coming of the Lord Jesus Christ; but tliore never can be an appropria-

tion of prophecy to its legitimate objects, as long as the distinction between

Israel and the Church, and the absolute contrast of the past and the present

dispensation, are not seen.

The Church, as the body of Crist, h not, and cannot be, the subject of

prophetic declaration ; for it was chosen in Christ before the foundation of the

world, and is associated with n hearcvh/ Christ, or a Christ rejected by the

earth. Until Israel had rejected Messiah, as the nation's hope through the

promises given to their fathers, the Church could not be revealed. For however

glorious the person of IMcssiah, as the Sou of David, might be, it was the glory

of a iw.rwn who was to reign and rule : there was no place for the idea of His

being the head of a body of which believers were the members. I'ut tlie proper

r^d distinctive character of the Church is that it is the body and bride of Christ.

It is not, as is so often argued, the introduction of Gentiles into Jewish privi-

leges, and giving to Israel's national hopes a spiritual interpretation which find

their issue in what are termed gospel privileges. Such an interpretation fr.hifics

everything in Scripture, to the mind that has not been schooled in the use of a

spiritual alchemy that changes the application of the simplest terms, and alters

the nature of everything, and that in the end brings the clearest truths, as they

are stated in Scripture, to a mere negation.

It is simply a truth that the Jew nationally is spoken of, and the Gentile

also, in a passage of the New Testament where the distinctive character of the

Church is presented. "Give none ofTence, neither to the Jcick, uox to the

Gcntilrx, nor to the Cliunh of Cod." (1 Cor. x, H2.) For if the distinctions

of Jew and Gentile, circumcision and uncircumcision, in the case of those who

once bore thein, cease when faith unites them to Christ ; so, it will be remem-

bered, do the distinctions of "bond and free," "male and female." And this

shows at once the Church's peculiar relationship to Christ, leaving untouched

the question of nationality on the part of all that arc not brought into this

association with IJim.

Now it is as simply true that, in its terms, prophecy relates to Jews and to

Gentiles, not to the body of Christ. This is not argument, but fact; and the

Scriptures may be searched for its confirmation or its refutation. The same also

may be said of G od's covenants and j)romises. The Scripture, speaking of hracl,

says, "To whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and thv covcnavts, and the

giving of the law, and the service of God, and thr promises ;" while speaking

of the Gentiles it says, they were "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,

and strangers from the covenants of promise;" but when it speaks of the Chiireh

of God, and its peculiar title to the promises, by virtue of its union with Ilim

who is the heir of them all, it says, "All the promises of God in him are yea,

and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us."

The Scriptures of the Old Testament speak very distinctly of national blessing

to the Jew and to the Gentile; while the New Testament declares that the

mystery of God's grace to Jews and (J entiles, brought together in one body, in

Christ, was not revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures at all ; but was the

special subject of manifestation by the apostles and prophets of the New. It is

declared to be "the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from genera-

tions, but now made manifest to his saints : to whom God would make known
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Ilim, and for the accomplishment of other divine counsels, the kingdom is for

a while in abeyance. For to say tlmt Christ is reigning now, is to say that His

reign may sanction evil, in every form, instead of its being a reign of righteous-

ness, as tlie Scriptures invariably represent.

JJut the most of Christians r'.istake the very standard of consistency, because

tliey mistake their own position in the world. They arc satisfied generally with

being converted men of the ^^'orld—men who tiave the profession of Christ's

name, and the ultimate hope of heaven superinduced upon tlicir worldly posi-

tion—and who do not see that they have been by grace taken out of the world

and sent into it again to maintain a special character and a special testimony in

it ! (See John xvii.) For such surely is the testimony of our blessed jNIaster :

" I have manifested thy name unto the men which thuu (javed me ovt of the

world." .... "They are not of the world, even as J am not of the ivorld."—
" As thou hast sent nie into the world, even so have I also sent them into the

world." Hence the confession of the kingdom of Christ will not be connected

with any attempt to validate or establish His claims in the world, but will be

found in His servants maintaining a walk in accordance with the principles of

His kingdom, and in a testimony to His rights against the usurpation of the

world. For if the affections and hopes of the Church are formed by its special

relationship to Christ, still the characteristics of " the children of the kingdom"
should bo upon believers, in their walk and spirit, in the world that has rejected

Christ the Son of (jod, not as Saviour of sinners so much as earth's only rightful

king. Hence all that should mark the allegiance of those who own a rejected

kingj belong to the spirit and position in the world of a Christian now. The
time will come when He who is thus owned will " take to himself his great

power and reign :" and then those who have owned Him will reign with Himl
Such is the precious purpose of His grace !

But if this truth concerning the Church needs to be insisted on, because it

has been so lust sight of by Christians ; no less, perhaps, is it neces.sary to recall

the truth of the presence of the Holy Ghost in the believer and in the Church
of God, because it iias practically been so overlooked.

Very greatly indeed has my purpose in writing been misconceived, if it be

imagined that the (juestion at issue is, whether Christians should meet once a

week around the Lord's table, as well as to hear the preaching of the word

—

though the practice of the New Testament on this point is plain ; as well as the

meaning of the act and the character of the Lord's day; or whether there should

be in the Church of God the ministry of one or of many ; or whether those who
minister should do so by the choice of the people, or by virtue of the possession

of the gifts of the Spirit. These things, have, indeed, their place, but their

importance flows from this, that the owning of them results from the recognition

of the presence of the Holy Ghost in the Church—a truth which, as has been

already stated, gives its distinctive character to Christianity. As to individual

believers, it is declared that the possession of the Holy Spirit is God's seal and
earnest with them, until they come, as joint-heirs with Christ, into possession of

the inheritance in glory. (Eph. i. 13, 14.) " In whom ye also trusted, after

that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation ; in whom also,

after that ye believed, yo were scaled with that Holy Spirit of promise, which
is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased posses-

sion, unto the praise of his glory." IMoreover, the personal indwelling of the

Spirit is asserted as their distinctive privilege, and made to be the ground of
the holy consecration of their bodies to the "service of Christ, and not to the

lusts of the flesh. " Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
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Ifroni any who arc fuithful to Christ. The corruptions of the Establishment have
purposely not been meddled with, and, for the same reasors, the practical evils

of Dissent have been left untouched. The fundamental principles of the one
and the other have been noticed, and there has been no scruple in attempting to

show their contrariety, as systems, to the New Testament, and their hindrance
to tlio development of Christians on the basis of the Church of God. It is true

that he has a difliculty in imagining how Christians can satisfy their con.scienccs

to remain in connexion and communion with the Establishment, 'when they sec

the rocks toward which it is drifting; and on which, to its utter destruction, even
as a Protestant institute, its pilots arc sparing no efforts to urge their ill-ftited

bark.

And if I turn to ] dissent, I can have no pleasure in thinking of the stron"
political spirit by which the great body has of lute years been distinguished, nor
of their systematic advocacy of worldlincss. Nor do I think that the pseudo-
philosophical intellcetualism of the ministry, which is ri.sing up amongst them,

'

is likely to help the children of God, except it is toward that semi-inlidclity

which, together with high-church principles and superstitious notions, is corrupt-
ing the profession of Christianity on every hand.

These things of themselves systematically exclude the idea of the Christian's
heavenly calling and subjection to Christ in the confession of a kingdom which
is not of this world. They are entirely antagonistic to the statement of the
apostle—" Our conversation (citizenship) is in heaveu, from whence also we look
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus." It may be questioned, indeed, how far this

bias has to uo with the almost universal rejection of the coming of the Lord
as the hope of the Church, by dissenters, and especially by their ministers.

To boast of being the advocates of Christ's spiritual reign in opposition to
the testimony of the two men in white apparel, who said, " Ye men of Galilee
why stand ye gazing up "nto heaven, this same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven," may indicate a good deal as to the effect of philosophical study, or of
the effect of systepiptic theology; but it speaks little in favour of sound exc'C-
tical ability, or, as .Scripture expresses it, the ability of " rightly dividintr The
word oi truth." Few persons, I am persuaded, who have not been delivered
from its trammels, can have the slightest idea of the baneful effect of systematic
divinity on the study of the word of God. Its legitimate effect is to put aside
the healthful and free study of the divine word, and to reduce it to a mere
searching for texts in support of tjic dogmas it presents. But there is a worse
effect than this. For while the prayeri'ul, diligent study of the word of God
brings into direct contact with the divine mind, systematic divinity at best settles
those who trust it in the narrow conclusions of tl mind of man, and neither
brings into the breadth nor the living power and authority of the thoughts of
God.
But if it be asked, what hope can there be of the Church's revival in a day

like this, or what can be accomplished by the adoption of the truths and prin-
ciples that have been insisted on ? my reply is, that if things arc to be judged
of by their results in this world, there may be little encouragement to set out in
this "way of truth," or to persevere, if already on the road, in the toilsome
stages that may yet remain.

But everything depends upon the iioint from which the question is vi^w-^d
If it be judged of by expediency, I have not a word to say. Or, if the rewards
of social or ecclesiastical reform be sought, I do not think that the path will
attract. The age is philanthropic and reformatory in its spirit ; though ever
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i nnJ most uninfluential kind. In livinu; exhibitions, alas, the >uiiie Christianity

is seen hand-in-hiind with all the frivolities of life, or allied with ail the ^;raver

and niorc seriously mundane icatures of the age. Jt is no bar to the reckless

speculation, or to the di.nicditiiblc tricks of trade, which conscience must wink
nt in the competition for rapid fortunes in this intense money-loving age. " I

would ride all day backward to see a real Christian," was the diy remark of a

young man who had been brought up in the bosom of a large and wealthy con-
gregation of dissenters, and had iormed his judgment on the intercourse aliordcd

him at his father's table.

If Christianity itself, in the statement of its doctrines, has been reduced to

its last and lowest elements, it is no mere recovery of orthodoxy that is needed,
but the resuscitation of Christianity itself in its truth, nud spirit, and living

power.

It is a living Christ for the affections that is needed, and not the cold ab.strac-

tion of a semi-reasoned creed. It is a God known—a God who is light and love
—with .vhoni the (Spirit holds communion, and loves and trusts, that can alone
raise the heart above the attractions and the frowns of this present evil world.
AVhat our hearts need is the simple and hearty I'aith that God has come down
to us in love; that our justilicatiou in His sight rests on no doctrinal tigment,
but that God's Son has, in infinite grace, been under our sins in death, and has
risen up without them ; that heaven has been opened in His resurrection, where
grace has put us in reality of life with our risen Head, .'o that we should be in
spirit there, while passing through this world. The cross is the world's con-
demnation, while it is the sinner's hope ; and the coming again of Christ will

be its judgment, but w ithal deliverance to those who are looking for Him as
their bright and daily expected hope.

The true termini of a Christian's course are the cross and the glory. His
spirit should be that of utter separation from the world, because its works are
evil, and because it cannot and will not bow to the claims of Him whom it has
crucitJed.

That difficulties should mark the path, and opposition from every side arise

to discourage those who would seek only the Lord's objects in a time of univer-
sal declension, is to be expected ; and that feebleness should mark their outward
condition is only in accordance with the encire of God's dealings and ways with
a people in such circumstances.

'Jod has " called us by glory and by virtue j" and has given to His servants,
" not the Spirit of fear ; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."
AVhat then '/ If faithfulness to Christ calls for the sacrifice of present case and
credit in the world, and tho sundering of many a cherished tie, and the relin-

quishment of many an earthly scheme, and to have tho heart set only on things
above, is He not worthy ? Is it asked that wo should pursue a path which
Scripture does not illuminate, and in which Christ does not take the lead ? I
have no value for any other path ; and I have an utter distrust of any other
guidance.

But is it a rare case to find even the children of God starting aside from the
way of obedience through fear of the spectres with which their own imaginations
have filled it; or which some " Worldly-wise-man," has conjured up to hinder
their parting company with those " who mind earthly things ?'' Is light never
possessed that is not acted up to ? Have none ever shrunk from wliat their
own consciences have told them was the light of God, because it began to inter-
fere with their love of this present world f*

What then is sought, on the part of Christians, in these pages, to which their
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purpose of tho I...id ill their (lolivcruiieo. Ihit wlioii tlio li;:rht i>f propliooy,
which brouf^'ht in thn thoii-^ht^ uf (iml, bo^'iiii to .shoil its beuiiis upon their
unilcrtiikiii-, ii showed tliat th . ^bh; and dcspiMMl movement was connected
with ull dud's future purponcs lolatini,' to hnwVn, linal bhssiticrand ;:lory. " Jjo
strong, all yo people of the hmd," Hays the Lord, by the prophet, "and work;
for I ntn with you, saith tli(> Lord of hosts. Accordinj,' to the word that I
covenuntod with you wlieu yc came out of Kjrypt, so my Spirit reniainoth amonu
you : fear ye pot."

His j)0W(M had sustained them, and II is Spirit had secretly -^niided them wlieii.
as captives in I5abylon, " they liunj^ed tlieir harps on tlie willows," and refused
to sinp,' « the Lord's song in ii strun;j;e land." And it was Ifis hand that led
them forth from their captivity, to build His liouse in Jerusalem, however weak
theircondition and contemptible their numbers.

Still, as their hist_ory proceeds, and the difficulties increase, and the freshness
of their scn.se of <leIiveranoe and of the divine presence becomes dim, their faith
for awhile j^ives way.

They refused, it is true, to be confederated with those (whatever their prc-
tcnsionsj who were "the adversaries of Judah and JJenjanun ;" but their faith
1,'avc way under the storm which tlie spirit of separation had raiseil.

The same opjKisition was a^ain roused when, fourteen years afterward, the
work, which had ceased, was re-commenced; but then the sense of the JiOrd's
presence rose far hi.,dier; and they answered with boldness to the challen^ie of
their enemies, " We are the servants of the (lod of heaven and earth, and build
the house that was buildcd these many years a^o."

Faith in (lod's presence will alone carry His people through the opposition
that is always rai.sed against the prosemition of His objects. Hut when faith
fails, everything, as to the work of (i,.d, fails with it. Our own objects may be
pursued without it ; but farewell to all those with which (iod can connect His
name and power.

The very end for which this remnant was delivered from Habylon and brought
to Jerusalem was in abeyance when //f buif<lin>/ of the house of (Sod ceased;
and yet they could bo found '> running every' man to his own house," and
dwelling in their ceiled houses, while tlie liouse of the Lord was lying wa^^c.

Satan and the world will have no controversy with us while seeking our nvn
objects and our own glory. They are (Jod"s objects and Christ's glory that he
is against. A few years can make this remnant" forgot the object which brought
them from Babylon

;
or, at least, if they had other thoughts, to silence them

with the ready answer of unbelief, " the time is not come, the time that the
Lord's huHsr should bo built." J}ut when, in the mercy of the Lord, the voice
of the prophet is sent to rouse them from their lethariry, every excuse vanishes,
and it is found that a lack of faith and the love of 'ease was the real cause of
the cessation cf tlieir labour.

The history does not present this, but only their adversaries in the reign of
Artaxcrxes causing them to cease by force 'and power. (Ezra iv. 2;>.)

'"' IJut
prophecy brings out the moral condition of the people, and lays open the springs
of action, from which the events of history take their character in the si^ht of
God.

Their enemies might concjudg t]nt the wovk. i-o.ii^d.luu-llv.be of (iod, since
there were no iiianifestedinkv\t,'Ju5aiis oi" jits jxiwor

;
.iUul ;thoir brethren in

Lauylun might conclude in l*i.\-oui-'OPiheir own wLsiloni in tioi, f|uitting Babylon,
when they saw the work sti^pped Uvtho advevsM'(esj nnc^ ihc people discouraged
as to Its further prosecutiou,'-. B|ii:{^«ii Uii.s'if I^.v^nl<o toAck 'Hi* people, which
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can only bo learned in a sot.sc of their own insufficioncv thxt " Tf i. nnf T>

bccn<.„coe<'.blLlHvlf)innl I

?'".''"'''' ^"'^^•^^^ ^"d the city had

-but i, ,„„ ,™, ' „,. ,„„ ,„„,« f
'--

'

I , ; , *a n'tw!.
"*

'

those tl,i„s, whi.l, cannot bo .Imke,^ ,, y cm 'in

°' ''"S» '''^" "«>"»*..*«
WnKdon, Ihat cannot be niovcl '

A°c
' '"'' "'"""•'"g »

nunt .0 precede ,l,ei,- nnn,.!,, no, n.nnna to fhll ,Z„ ,ei Jen AlT Zt

lie would coiTect '^th, I?] r? '
^^'^\^''' ^'^i ''« occasion of the evils

»„ «bnt itTvpibon.£Si;^x;r;rb: :-
•: rn'^r,°„5 'ir

"^°
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