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MURRAY'S EYE-OPENER.

Til.. tToat (lifficiiKy in hamlliuy this cnmplpx problom is

the ilifT<.n.nt points of view from which llw cxtri'mfl oppoiionta
ami defoiidcrs of tlhristiaiiitj- take up the question.

Many on both siili's take up fh|. <|ucstion as if it involved
tfcc wholi- (pipstioii of K..|i)ri.,ri. The faet of the mattop is
that Christianity is only a Keiiiiion and a very indefinite Re-
lilfion at that. The central poinl in Christianity is, of course.the
person, character and leacl,iiiL-s of Jesus Christ. Some people
take up the rjuestion. "Was tiiero ever such a person as Jesus
Christ:" I shall attempt to piuve that there never was .sueh
a person as the ('hrist of the Cliunh—The only begotten Ron
of God Who bi'canio man and was ..<aeriti(«d as an atonement
for the transirressioii of tl>,- law of flod by the human race.
That there was a certain pirson aie! that his name was Jesua
aiid that he was put to dcalli niiiy l,e •janted for the folIowinR
reasons: (1) That a so"icty ca!lii:i.' itself Christian exisled
shortly after the accepted date of the execution of Ji'sus may
he granted from the fact that early llnman historians referred
to the society ealled Christians and th" aecusai'.ona brouirht
acainst them. ' 2) Th<' e.\eiuiii.n of a person, aprain is a faet
much more capable of jiroof by ordjiary lejjal nethods than
th|. character, teachinirs and motncs of that person.

That we have no detinitc information about the character,
t^achintis or motives of Jesus may be proved as toUows:—
(1) The four Gospels contradict each other in many places.

(2) The Apocriphal New Testament which was just lu
authoritative in the early Chnrch as the accepted N'ew Testa-
ment, wouhl increase tlie number of contradictions. '.3)

From references in the writinps of the early fathers of the
Church to many other (Jospels and Epistles now Inst, w"e may
reasonably come to the conclusion tJiat if we had them in

addition to the accepted Gospels and the Apocriphal New
Testament the contradictions would be still more numerous.



Now, to teat thit matter the unme u my nther dcbaUble
queitiim, let IM start with the foUowinK " axiom " :—WheB
two or mtw contradictory account! of the aame evenU are
given it in poaible for aU them to be wrong but It it impoai-
ble for all them to be correct. We have two ((enealoiriea of
Jemii in Matthew and Lulto entirely different, both as to the
number of ancestim between Je»u« iid David u well as an
entirely different list of names in each. Now, it is alisolutely
impossible for both of these to be correct, so it is quite pos-
aible that both are wrong in whole or in part. Besides, if
Jesus had no earthly father he had no ancestors at all. It is

quite evident, therefore, that both the writeij who gave an
•noestry to Jesus were not supporting the theory of the mys-
terious supernatural oonception. The four Gospels irive four
entirely different versions of the accusation said> io have been
written by Pilate above Jesus on the c.-oas. Authors who
were capable of making such mistakes in plain matters of fact
•re naturally evcu jore unreliable when they relate dis-
courses. In any case, if anything is at all clear about the
ieachingi and character of Jesus it is that Le was hostile to
tbt pi.est8 and rich of bis day, therefore he did not belong
in any sense whatever and does net belong now to the wealthy
ao-oaUed Christian organizations that have used his name for
"0 many ages for monetary and tjlitical purposes.

The chief use tie Church has made of Jesus was by tha
•tonement theory. Now, there is no theory more repnUive toawpmau with any sense of moral justice than the theory
oTpnnishing one per«>n for the guilt of another. While man
may be influenced by love and fear no country has ever
Wplied the method of punishing the inno<A.Jt for the guilty in
orainary human laws. This is a case where Religion has no
^alogy to reason and eemmin sense.

Let us next take up the question of miracles. Thaumaturgy
» evidence against instead of being in favor of Christianity.
Bthies do not need thanmattirgy to illustrate the value of
moral teachings. As has been weU painted out by Hume
•nd Paine we have no experience of su(jh violation, of the laws
of nature taking place as ia reoord«l in the Bible but we have



»ny •monnt of expericnee of human falicbood, cre-lulitjr and
deluaion, thtreforo rt ia much more roaDonablc U) attribute
theM no-called miracle to fraud and deluaion than to accopt
them a* facta.

Some of Hume 'a critic* tried to make the point that the
Maker of lawa could chanfto tl-o lawa to «uit the occaaion
which would, in fact, make what we call roiraclca after al

conform to lawa. John Stuart Milla anawcred that thoae
who tried to make that point muat «how cause why the ordin-
ary lawa of _ature ahould be abrojrated, but they have ao far
failed to .io ao.

From Jeaua, let ua go back to the Hebrew people. To «ay
$he teaat, it ia yery a' »n«c that the Supremo Eulcr of the
earth ahould taki Hia apecially choaea people out of a plentiful
and fruitful coi ntry like Egypt to die from hunger and thirst
in the wildemcaa. Furthermore, as Thomas T'aine has well
said, " Even if Moaea did get a revelation it was only a reve-
lation to himself and only hearsay to all the rest of the world.
In any case it docs not claim to be for aBy other people but
the Hebrews. ", is not claimed for Moiies that he wished to
give a message from-Ood to reform or to ^'ive laws to any
ather people than i^r children of IsraJ..

Our knowledge of races and climates now teaches us that
tie dietary and social lawa of the ancient Hebrews and other
racn still liv"ng in Syria and surrounding countries are not bj
any means the kind of laws best suited for Northern ^leoplea

of otb')r races and other times.

Wlen Orthodox people are cornered at e«ery other point
they fail back on the beauty of monotheiiuti and that we owe
this beautiful theory to the Jews. The tut of *Jie matter is

that polytheism is much more suitable to a free people than
morotheism. With the monotheistic idea, people are apt to
quarrel about the nature of their God, •ind as the one knows
jost much or as little about the nature jf any being, great or
small, outsi of the range of human knowledge ar. the other, ii

is moeh more sensible for people to accept different names for
their different ideas about some being greater than themaelves



than fipst to n(fivi' thai IhiTi- ix only our <?.ul iiml Ih.'ii In iitiirt

Ui .(iiiirri.l iiluitit lhi> n.itnr' of thiit <!.mI.

Now lhi< liriiigy im to tlii' ilintiifliini.' riiioHlioii of «lli..i»m,

A\] oplli.nlux piuipli' sHV tlicy li.w thi-iv lirliof in IIihI on tlin

Bilili- Now tlip strMOL'i' OiiUi! jiIhoiI lliix is timt tli.' Uil)I«

does Hot ifivc' Hn.v wii'titilli' OP |>liiloio|i|ii.'ul pi'iison. fop In-licv-

ini; i:) Iiml or itikIs, lil<i- (!ic'i'ni. Vultiiir.' anil Tli-.m-is Tiilon.

Th.' Ililil.. is ml.ln'SM.Ml I,, ii |„.oi.|,. u ho lind alpi-ioly a li.-lii.f in

iiorl or (fodn.

I loin, ppml II lot of twnil<l|.' l.y |iHop|. who ciiil thoinwiv.w
allii'ists, nnd still I'mpliatically ili.ny thai llioy cwp sniil tImt

til. ; was no Ood N<.w. th.' r.i.'t of th.' laall.T is that Ian.

Riiai'.' Iii'liiu' mostly apliitpapj- sounds l.i cxpn-s iTplnlii idciw,

alHiiyd incnii wlint ttio nnlilii' iiii.l..pslafd liy it, anil no amount
of .'xplaiiBtioTi on till- papt of th.'s.. poopl,. will niaKo thn
puMi.- I'linni.i' th" in.Minin.,' th.'v iitta.di to th.' wop.l. Tn.,'i'P<ii(ll

»nid that an luini'st Ooij wa^ llir nolilost wopk of iiiaii. Jfy
pcPHi'nal I'oni'l'ision is that tin' Hihl.' con.'cptlon of (!od is the

worst typi' ill all human I'xpori.'i Tho wal.'h and Iho

dnsiLni aririinii'nt is at li'ast worth disi'iissinv'. Imt th" 1I.'lin>\T

Ooil oiiiilit to !« (rivioi his panspopt oiitsid,. of tli.' Ixip.l.'i's .if

inodi'rn I'ivlli/ation a.s wm»ii as [lossihlo.

It is hapd t/i say anythini: on the siilijiM-t iM'tt.p than
Sppiii'i'p's " tlnknownhlc "

Just ono word in pnrlinir to tlii' atheistic prank. If ynii

convinco yoiip piiMic that then- is no (JikI th.-p.' is n nmro
use fop iKioks on thi' siihjcct. which iiicaiis «i. end to th.' nioKt

intcppstiiiK of all fiction to a lapui' iiorli.ui of humanity—the
Ood fiction.

Now. let IIS touch on the fJilil.' as a hook of ethics. ITow
can y.iii tracli th" rising !.'pn"ratiiiii to he niopal liy inimopal

e.\amplcs? How can von talk ahoiit the All-Wise lovins Ood
who created man iuiioeent and pcpf.'ct and th.'n left him at

the iikepcy of two evil disposed lieinirs like the orthodox devil

and n talkiii? snake? IFow do yon expect to cx'pact morals
out of the lives of Lot, .lacoh. Mos.'s. Joshua and David? 0!
th" ten comniandments and the I'salms. I hear the horrified



-orthndiix uv. Tho mime man that is aiippm^il to hav« giroa

th« <7umiii«D(lmriit. Thuim'' U not kill! wan a miinltror him-

wlf anil alau ordvr.'il a whitlmale Hi.mitbti'r.

Till' I'liTxy U'll thoHti wh" lion 'I know any bi'tti>r that

niixlrrn civilization is buwil on tlii' Dihlr. I a . tlwMu. aiul

wait fur an answir. ' How in it that heathon (Impcc and K<'me

Jftfaliziil riion(i)f»iny, whilr Ili'hrnw tht'ocrwy li-gali/.i-il I'oly-

Itaniy, and how wii-. it that thi- old Ocr inii' trihes. as we
liarri from (.'ai'siir and Tacltun, practisi-d ihimtily to a di-irri-e

unknown 'inionit uni'ii'nt IlobrewH and mndiTii Christian!! in

till' Kiini iiintrii's iinili>r ChriMtian teachinu?

O Prii'itU! I'rii'xtiil if thi.. i» a day of judtniHiit afti'r

Uiatli Villi have ninch to auawcr for. llow an' we cvit lo

f<;r;^>t this ili>n ">rnli/int{ nuiienititinnt (lit) by adopiing

Kui'lid'H HyHti'iii of " Ittiiluutio ad absurdum," uiul tlun try

to for^i't it, iind to ti-ach th<- rt.Hinir ^nor tioii somi> more

moral falilcs—Ai'nop's. for example—than in iK-morali/.ing

li'Hratiirv nailed the Rible. Ijet na furKt' .iMtuii if wc can.

ill) did not aeeonipliHh anythinic. (iut ns ratlivr study tha

lifu of Viiltuire. who helped to free bin country from anpenti-

tioii, also the life anu writings of Thoraaa I'ainc and Uobcrt ^

Initeniiill. If Jesus said tliat people outrht to linte fati

mother, brother and sister, wife and children to become . .«

disuiples, it says very little for the common sense of the first

apostles; if He did not say no, llu ouirht to instruct His mod-

tern diseiples, if Ho is still in eommnnictttion with 'them, to

cease libulliuK Uiiii. We du not know whether He said so or

not, let us be more charitable to His memory than His pro-

fesaed disciples, and put that expreasion down as an interpola-

tion by some seheminK priest, wlio waa desirous of increasing

his own authority over an ignorant public. There are some

otcelleiit maxims attributed to Jesus, and we have no record

tliat He gathered up riches from deluded mortals who are

promised rewards in another world like modern priestcraft.

If they had anything to say about man's place in any world

beyond the grave, they would do exactly as they do in this one
—^ktep the best places for themselves, and let the unfortunate

Tictims shift for themaelres.



WHAT DO TOU GIVE us »

What do you offer instead of what you an taking away
from u«T we are often asked. The fact of the matter is, no
r»tionali«t ia trying to take anything away from you. He is
not advocating the making of any Hwn to prevent von from
praying to or worshipping Jesus. You are the parties who
are taking aomething from others. Tou are not satisfied with
liberty to rert on the Sahath and worship Jesus ; you also make
laws to curtail the liberties of other people who do not wisk
to worship Jesus. You directly and indirectly mak. others
pay for a show in which they do not wish to take part There-
fere tie rationalist ia justified in giving his reasons for not
joining in your worship or paying for those who conduct the
performance. While you profess to love your enemies, yo«
do all the injury you can directly and indirectly to those wh*
do not believe in the efficacy of your performance.

Why aiiould any one quarrel with his neighbor for a dif-
ference of opinion about what did or did not take place two
thousand years ago, three or four thousand miles awayf Your
BeUgion is full of contradictions. Yon ought to know that
a man e.-jinot be made to believe anything by tyrmny ami
coercion. You make a man a hypocrite by frightening him
to gwe a verbal consent to what you fell him to save trouble
but you ought to know that that is not the proper way o co»-
vince one of the truth of your religion. Besides, if God
kyes mankind and and if He wants them to love and worship
His, ean't He teach them so, the same a* He nakes the snn to
ahme and the rain to fall without your assistince. Can't He
give na a revelation now to suit the occasion without forcing
ns by pains and penalties to believe in things that you know
no more about tiian we do. In fact, you con't know any-
thing about the matter at all—you only think you do. They
were impressed on your mind in early youth by interested
parties, the same as a writing is made on a p:~>e of paper or
on a slate, and you had no choice in the matter. (Locke.)

'All well infoimed people know now that man lived on tte
earth more than aix tbonaaod years, that there is no



whatever to believe that the world was created in six days of
twenty-four hours each, that there was no universal deluge,
that the sun does not move around the earth, and that the
laws of nature were Hot interfered with to please Joshua or
any one else, that it is absolutely ridiculous to talk about a
man living three days in the belly of a fish in the sea. What
is the object in teaching innocent children tliese foolish yarns
as facts I What kind of conception have you got of an omnip-
otent being, all wise, powerful and good, who can be influ-
enced by your foolish flattery » If He is influenced by praise.
He is not unchangeable as the Catechism says He is. Then
you want to know what you can get in place of aU this non-
sense! IjetmeteUyou. If you really want to know some-
thing about people worth knowing something about in the
olden times in Europe and Asia, read Herodotus. His history
is a great deal more amusing, interesting and instructive than
the miscellaneous collection of pamphlets called the Bible;
read Plato, the biographer of the good and noble Socrates-
read Taeitus, there you will find more about your own ances-
tors, if you are of European origin, than you will find in the
Bible—read Caesar, Cicero, Plutarch's laves of lUustrioua
men—Homer and Virgil, Juvenal, and a whole host of others,
that are now all translated into all modem languages. These-
were the people that speculated about such interesting theme*
as life beyond the grave and immortality of the sonl. The
early Christians copied their ideas about these matters from
such authors as we have referred to. They certainly did not
find such ideas as they have been preaching in either Moses or
the Hebrew Prophets. Moses and the Hebrew Propheta were
too materiahstie to speculate about these things. What can an
insignificant mortal like ourselves do for you or me after we
shuffle ofif this mortal coilf Toothing. It is pure blufT
and a confidence game and is corrupting the human race.
Take a glance at the history of Chrisuanity, the murder of
Hypathia, the early wars of the Athanasians and Arians
•bout the foolish doctrine of the Trinity in the time of the
monster Constantine, who first amalgamated Paganism and
Christianity, thereby corrupting both of them. Read the
Wrtoiy of the Popes, Um bloody Inquisition, the war between
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false Theology and Sdience, the martyrdom of Bruno and
Savonarola, the wars of extermination between Catholics and
Protestante, the long civil war still going on between the estab-
li^ed Church, Catholics and Dissenters in the British Isles;
What IS responsible for the everlasting trouble in unfortunate
Ireland? Christian superstition. Now let me give you a
few ehoice texta out of your Holy Bible Compare them
wjth Anst(,tle s beautiful ethic*—" the greatest good is happi-
ness and the means t.. that end an active, virtuous life."

Truth is struck out iu the ela.sh l>rtween two conflicting
opinions.

Come out in the open, and fight fair.

Bationalists don't want to injure you—they fight in open
daylight, while a great part of your work is done by oon-
temptible scheming iu the dark:

If anyone asks you what aboirf the supposed nvraeuloua
conception and resurrection of Jesus. I may say that these
points are included and disposed of under miracles. It is

pure mythology—not ethics, and not worthy of serious con-
sideration. The most serious matter about Bible teachings
in any case, is the evil influence Old Testament stories always
have, on those who read them—like dime novels and penny
dreadfuls. In what way, please tell me, will the study of the
historj- of the ancient Hebrew people solve our modern social
and economic problems J The Hebrew, since we first heard of
him. has been a disturbing element in every country that has
ever been inflicted with his unwelcome presence in any large
numbers. Yet our missionaries are now disturbing the
Chinese who have succeeded to manage tlieir own affairs for
countless ages much better than the Hebrews ever sueceeded i»
doing.

CHOICE BIBLE TEXTS.
It is to be noted that, according to the etiquette of modera

so-called civilized society, several notable Bible texts are not
fit to be printed for general circulation, except by the Bible
Society. tow long society will put up with this kind wf
hiunbuggery, it Is hard to say. If I had the means at my
disposal I wonld certainly make a test case against the BibW •
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Society for circnlatinsr obscene literature. Here follows
some interesting Bible texts—look them up in your Bibles.
For the reason.s given altovc only references to some of them
are ii^ven.

NOTABLE CONTRADICTIONS.

Sixth Comnmudment—"Thou shalt not kill." — Ex. 20,

Wholesali- slaughter of both Ifebrews and heathen eom-
mandud.—K.M. ;!l', v. l'7. Num. ;U, v. 14 to 18

A iiood iio.-ii'i- for a li.iiil shell ortliodox—l Cliroii. 21, v 1,
and 2 Sam. 24, V. 1.

la one case God causes the mischief and in the other Sa'an
does it. Tliis is one of those cases where the Prophets w;re
not sure whether it was the voice of the father or the voice ^t
the s^blin that was speaking.

Tlie character of the man after God's o.v,i heart i.s illus-

trated in the following passages: 2Sam. 12. v, 1^; 1 Chron.
20. V. .i: 1 Sam. 27, v. S and 9; and 1 Sam. 25. v. 1:!: 1 Sam.
18, V. 27; al.so 2 Sam. c'h. 8. v. 2 to 4. As wo are told in
Kings 15. V. 5, that David did that whi -h .vas right in tlie

sight of the Jjtird. save in the matter of iiriali, wj may pro-
sume that all the other bad deeds were pleasing to the Lord,
tt'hy the r«rd should tak.; such si>eeial notici! oi' the affair oT
l,riah iiiorc' than other equally abominable transactions, it is

hard to say. The key to the whole business may be found in
the follow iiiu' two instances as recorded in Joshua 6. v. 17 and
21 and .lo.shua 7, v. 10-26. It was a holy act to destroy every-
thing that had a breath in Jericho except Rabah the harlot,
ijiit beeause Aehan put aside a lump of gold which the priests
claimed a^ their portion he and his family is made a bonfii;e of.

Gen 3ft. v. 15 and 16.—And she said unto her, Is it a small
matter that thou hast taken my husband t and wouldest thou
lake away my son's mandrakes also? And Rachel said there-
fore he shall lie with thee to-night for thy son's mandrakes.
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foyu„..v I Lave hired i^Zl^^^XZL':^:'''^ho lay with her that Dight.
"^uraice.. Aad

Hosea, chap. 1, v. 2 and 3: chap 3 v 2 A-^ «i, t -j
«.id unto Hosea, Go take unto' th^'a tife orwho'eL^^fhe went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblair Then i^
ye ^""hT

°"'' ^" ^'"^ """ » »°™''° be'o-od of her frie"d

bariey.
"' *'° ''°"'" °' ^"'"^ -^-l "» half homar rf

INTERESTING BIBLE TEXTS.

Gen. 38, . 9. Leviticus 18, t. 7. Deut 23 v 1 ttK>ng.l8 V.27. Isaiah 36, v. 12. Ho«,.X. fv. 2 ^h.f3, V. 2. Ezekiel 4, v. 11 and 12.
' ''

Man put to death by Moees' command for gathering a few^ to make a fire, on the Sabbath Day.-Numbe« 15^

dren.—Numbers 31, v. 7-18.

Two different genealogies of Jesus—Matt. 1 and Luke 3.
Pour different versions of the inscription placed abov«CJirisfs head at the crudfixion.-Matt 27 v 37 u.^^?*

V. 26. Luke 23, v. 38. John 19, v. 19.
"^ "'

2 a^d's"^
'^'"*°'' wng—Song of Solomon, chapter 7, v. 1,

N.B.-Other select verses will be given with later issues.
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NEWMAN ON BffiLIOLATRY.

"Btit KbUoIatry not only pvralrxej the moral sense, it
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«ttiae men to the dtrty of extracting al»ol,rte harmony otrt of

discordant material."-Newman's Pha« of Faith, pige 101.
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