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TO

SAMUEL WEGG, Efg. - Governor,
Sir JAMES WINTER LAKE, Deputy Governor,
AND ’- | |
THE REST OF THE COMMITTEE

OF THE HONOURABLE

HUDSON’s BAY COMPANY.

,7)1, 7
K

HONOURABLE SIRS,

A S the following Journey was undertaken

at your Requeft and Expence, I feel it no
lefs my Duty than ;ny Inclination to addrefs it
to you; hoping that my humble Endeavours
to relate, in a plain and unadorned Style,

the various Circumftances and Remarks which
6 : occurred
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DEDICATION.

occurred during that Journey, will meet with
your Approbation,

I am, with much Efteem and Gratitude,
HONOURABLE SIRS,

Your moft obedient, and

moft obliged humble Servant,

SAMUEL HEARNE.




P R E F A C E

MR. DaLryuMpLE, in one of his Pamphlets relating to

Hudfon’s Bay, has been fo very particular in his ob-
fervations on my Journey, as to remark, that I have not
“explained the conftru&ion of the Quadrant which I had
the misfortune to break in my fecond Journey to the
North. It was a Hadley’s Quadrant, with a bubble at-
tached to it for an horizon, and made by Daniel Scatlif of
Wapping. But as no inftrument on the fame principle
could be procured when I was fetting out on my laft
Journey, an old Elton’s Quadrant, which had been upwards
of thirty years at the Fort, was the only inftrument I
could then be provided with, in any refpe& proper for
making obfervations with on the land.

Mr. Dalrymple alfo obferves, that I only inferted in my
laft Journal to the Company, one obfervation for the lati-
tude, which may be true; but I had, neverthelefs, feveral
others during that Journey, particularly at Snow-bird
Lake, Thelwey-aza-yeth, and Clowey, exclufive of that
mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-cathawha-

chaga, But when I was on that Journey, and for feveral
- a - years
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P R E F A C E

vears after, I little thought that any remarks made in it
would ever have attracted the notice of the Public: 1if 1
had, greater pains might and would have been taken to

- render it more worthy of their attention than it now is.

At that time my ideas and ambition extended no farther
than to give my employers fuch an account of my pro-
ccedings as might be fatisfactory to them, and anfwer the

_purpofe which they had in view ; little thinking it would

ever come under the infpe@ion of fo ingenious and inde-
fatigable a geographer as Mr. Dalrymple muft be allowed
to be. But as the cafe has turned out otherwife, I have
at my leifure hours recopied all my Journals into one
book, and in fome inftances added to the remarks I had
before made; not {fo much for the information of thofe
who are critics in geography, as for the amufement of can-
did and indulgent readers, who may perhaps feel them-
{elves in fome meafure gratified, by having the face of a
country brought to their view, which has hitherto been
entirely unknown to every European: except myfelf. Nor
will, I flatter myfelf, a defcription of the modes of living,

~ manners, and cuftoms of the natives, {which, though long

known, have never been defcribed,) be lefs acceptable to
the curious. |

I cannnot help obferving, that I feel myfelf rather hurt
at Mr. Dalrymple’s reje@ing my latitude in fo peremptory
a manner, and in fa great a proportion, as he has done
becaufe, before I arrived at Conge-cathawhachaga, the

| | ‘ Sun
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Sun did not fet during ’the whole night: a proof that I
was then to the Northwhard of the Ar&ic Circle. I may
be allowed to add, that when I was at the Copper
River, on the eighteenth of July, the Sun’s declination
was but 21° aad yet it was certainly fome height above
the horizon at mldmght how, much as 1 dxd not then
remark, I will not #ow take OTmn me to fay; but it proves
that the latitude was confiderably more than Mr. Dal-
rymple will admit of. His aﬁértion, that no grafs is to
be found on the (rocky) coaft of Greenland farther North
than the latitude of 65° is no proof there thould not be
any in a much hxgher latitude in the interior parts of North
America. For, in the firft place, I think it is more than
probable, that the Copper River empties itfelf into a fort of
inland Sea, or extenfive Bay, {fomewhat like that of Hud-
fon’s: and it is well known that no part of the coaft of
Hud{on’s Straits, nor thofe of Labradore, at leaft for fome
degreeé South of them, any more than the Eaft coaft of
- Hudfon’s Bay, till we arrive near Whale River, have any
trees on them; while the Weft coaft of the Bay in the
. fame latitudes, is well clothed with timber. Where then
is the ground for fuch an affertion? Had Mr. Dalrymple
confidered this circumftance only, I flatter myfelf he would

not fo haftily have objected to woods and grafs being feen

in fimilar fituations, though in a much higher latitude.
Neither can the reafoning which Mr. Dalrymple derives from
the error I committed in eftimating the diftance to Cum-
berland Houfe, any way affe the queftion under con-

a2z fideration ;

vii
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f:deration ; becaufe that diftance being chiefly in longitude,
I had no means of correcting it by an obfervation, which
was not the cafe here. .

I do not by any means with to enter into a difpute with,
or incur the difpleafure of Mr. Dalrymple ; but thinking,
as I do, that I have not been treated in fo liberal a manner
as I ought to have been, he will excufe me for endeavour-
ing to convince the Public that his obje&ions are in 2 great
meafure without foundation. And having done {o, 1 fhall
quit the difagreeable fubje& with declaring, that if any
part of the following fheets fhould afford amufement to
Mr. Dalrymple, or any other of my readers, it will be the
higheft gratification I can receive, and the only recompence
I defire to obtain for the hardfhips and fatigue which I un-
derwent in precuring the information contained in them.

Being well affured that feveral learned and curicus
gentlemen are in pofleffion of manufcript copies of, or

- extrads from, my Journals, as well as copies of the Charts,

I have been induced to make this copy as corre& as pof-
fible, and to publith it; efpecially as I obferve that
fcarcely any two of the publications that eontain extras
from my Journals, agree in the dates when I arrived at, or
departed from, particular places.. To redify thofe dif-

agreements 1 applied to the Governor and Committee of

the Hudfon’s Bay Company, for leave to perufe my original
Journals. This was granted with the greateft affability
‘ 1 - apd
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and politenefs ; as well as a fight of all my Charts relative
to this Journey. ~ With this affiftance I have been enabled
to reify {fome inaccuracies that had, by trufting too much
to memory, crept into this copy; and I now offer it to
the Public under authentic dates and the beft authorities,
however widely fome publications may differ from it.

_ T have taken the liberty to expunge fome paffages which

were inferted in the original copy, as being no ways
interefting to the Public, and feveral others have under-
gone great alterations; fo that, in fa&, the whole may
be faid to be riew-modelled, by being blended with a va-
riety of Remarks and Notes that were not inferted in the
original copy, but which my long refidencé in the country
has enabled me to add.

The account of the principal quadrupeds and birds that
frequent thofe Northern regions in Summer, as well as
thofe which never migrate, though not defcribed in a {ci-
entific manner, may not be entirely unacceptable to the
moft {cientific zoologifts; and to thofe who are unac-
quainted with the technical terms ufed in zoology, it may
perhaps be more ufeful and entertaining, than if I had de-
fcribed them in the moft claffical manner. But I muft
not conclude this Preface, without acknowledging, in
the moft ample manner, the affiftance I have received
from the perufal of Mr. Pennant’s Ar&ic Zoology ; which
has enabled me to give feveral of the birds their proper

names 3
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; for thofe by which they are kaown in Hudfon’s

VBay are purcly Indian, and of courfe quite unknown to
‘every European who has not refided in that country.

To conclude, I cannot fufﬁcxently regrct the lofs of ‘a

‘confiderable Vocabulary of the Northern Indian Language,

coptaining fixteen foho pages, which was lent to the late

Mr. Hutchms, then Correfponding Secretary to the Com-
“‘pany, to’ copy for Captam Duncan, when he went on

difcoveries to Hudfon s Bay in the year one thoufand

. .feven hundred and ninety. ‘But Mr. Hutchins dying foon -

after, the Vocabulary_was taken away,thh_thc reft of his

effeds, and cannot now be recovered; and memory, at

this time, will by no means ferve to replace it,

C O N-
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—Weather begins to ‘be very cold, provrﬁons all expended, and nothing
to be got.—Strike to ‘the Weftward, arrive at the woods, and kill three
deer.—Sct forward in the North Weft quarter, fee the tracks of mufk-oxen
and deer, but killed none.—Very thort of provifions.—Chawchinahaw wanzs
us to return.— Neither he nor his crew contribute to our maintenance.—He
influences feveral of the Indians to defert.—Chawchinahaw and all his crew
leave us.—Begin our return 10 the Factory; kill a few partridges, the firi
meal we had had for feveral days.—Villany of one of the home Indians and
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 Indians fet off poft for the Factory.—Much bewildered in.a fnow ftorm ; my

dogisfrozen to death; we li¢ in a bufh of willows.—Procced onour journey.—

Great difficulty in crofling a jumble of rocks.—Arrive at the Fort.  Page 47 -
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livers my letters, but the goods were all expended.—A Northern Indian
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River.—Preparations made for that purpofe while at Clowey.—Proceed on
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on the ice.~The fun did not fet.—Arrive at Congecathawhachaga.—Find
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behaviour to me.—Arrive at the Copper-mine River. - - Page 95
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Tranfactions at the Copper-mine River, and #ill we joined all the Women
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kill them while afleep.—Crofs the river.—Proceedings of the Indians as they
advance towards the -Efquimaux tents.—The Indians begin the maffacre
while the poor Efquimaux are afleep, and flay them all.—Much affe&ed at
- the fight of one young woman killed clofe to my feet.—The behaviour of
the Indians on this occafion.—Their brutith treatment of the dead bodies.—
Seven more tents feen on the oppofite fide of the river.—The Indians harafs ‘
them, till they fly to a thoal in the river for fafety.—Behaviour of the In-
dians after killing thofe Efquimaux.—Crofs the river, and proceed to the
tents on that fide.~Plunder their tents, and deftroy their utenfils.—Continue
my furvey to the river’s mouth.—~Remarks there.—Set out on my return.—
Arrive at one of the Copper-mines.—Remarks on it.—Many attempts made
to induce the Copper Indians to carry their own goods to market.—Obftacles
to it.—Villany and cruelty of Keelthies to fome of thofe poor Indians.—
Leave the Copper-mine, and walk at an amazing rate till we join the women,
by the fide of Cogead Whoie.—Much foot-foundered.—The appearance
very alarming, but foon changes for the better.—Proceed to the Southward,
and join the remainder of the women and children.—Many other Indians

arrive with them. - - . - - -Page 145
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Remarks from the Time the Women joined us till our Arrival at the
’ Afbap:fcow\lﬂk:. ‘ :

Several of the Indians fick.—Method ufed by the conjurers to relieve one man,
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Tranfalions and Remarks from_aur Arrival on the South Side of the

Athapufcorw Lake, till our Arrival at Prince of Wa/cx s Fort on
Churchill River.

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.—Defcripdon of it and its productioss, as far as.

could be difcovered-in Winter, when the fnow was on the ground.—Fifh..
found in the lake.—Defcription of the buffalo ;——of the moofc or elk, and
the method of drefling their fkins.—Find a woman alone that had not feen a
human face for more than feven months.——Her account how fhe came to be
in that fituation; and her curious method of procuring a livelihood.—Many
of my Indians wreftled for her.—Arrive at the great Athapufcow River.—
Watk along the fide of the River for feveral days, and then ftrike off to the
Faftward.—Difficulty in getting through the woods in many places.—
Meet with fome ftrange Northern Indians on their return from the Fort.—
Meet more ftrangers, whom my companions plundertd, and from whom they
took one of their young women.—Curious manner of life which thofe ftrangers
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Leave the fine level country of the Athapufcows, andarrive at the Stony Hills-
of the Northemn Indian Country.—Meet fome ftrange Northern Indians,
one of whom carried a letter for me to Prince of Wales’s Fort in March one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, and now gave me an anfwer to it,
dated twentieth of June following.~-Indians begin preparing wood-work and-
birch-rind for canoes.—The equinochal gale very fevere.—Indian method of
runping the moofe deer down by fpeed of foot.—Arrival ‘at Theeleyaza-
River.—See fome ftrangers.—The brutality of my companions. -—-A tre-
mendous gale and fnow-drift.—Meet with more ftrangers ;+~remarks o it.——
Leave all the elderly people and children, and proceed directly to the Fort.—
Stop to build canoes, and then advance.—Several of the Indians die through-
hunger, and many others are obliged to decline the journey for want of am-
munition.—A violent ftorm and inundation, that forced us to the top of a.
high hill, where we fuffered great diftrefs for more than two days.—Kill fe-
veral deer.—The Indians method of preferving the fleth without the afliftance
of falt.—See feveral Indians that were going to Knapp’s Bay.—Game of all
kinds remarkably plentiful.—Arrive at the Fa&ory. ¢ - Page 247
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thofe people.—The women are lefs prolific than in warmer countries.—Re-
markable piccc of fuperftition obferved by the women at particular periods.—
Their art in making it an excufe for a temporary- feparation. from their huf-
bands on any little quarrel.—~Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafions.—
The Northern Indians frequently, for the want of firing, are obliged to eat
their meat raw.— Some through neceffity obliged to boil it in veffels made of
the rind of the birch-tree.—A. remarkable dith among thofe people.—The-
young animals always cut out of their dams eaten, and accounted a great
delicacy.—The parts.of generation of all animals eat by the men and boys.—
Manner of pafling their time, and method of killing deer in Summer with.
bows and arrows.—Their tents, dogs, fledges, {Fc.—Snow-fhoes.—Their-
partiality to- domeftic vermin.—Utmoft extent of the Northern Indian:
country.— Face of the country.—Species of fith.—A peculiar kind of mofs.
ufeful for the fupport of man.—Northern Indian_thethod of. catching fith,,

either- with hooksor nets.— Ceremony. obferved whel two parties of thofe
people ‘meet.— Diverfions in common ufe.—A fingular diforder which.
attacks fome of thofe people.—~Their fuperftiion with refpect to the death

~of their friends.—~Ceremony obferved on thofe occafions.—Their ideas of

the firft inhabitants of the world.—No'form of religion.among them.—Re-~
marks on that circumftance.—The extreme mifery to which old age is ex-
pofed.—Their opinion of the Aurara Bereaiis,. ¢5c.—Some account of Ma-
tonabbee, and his fervices to his couatry, as well as to the Hudfon’s Bay:

Company.. - - - - Page 304
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Animals with Cutting Tect}h-——-’l‘hc Mufk Bcavch—-Porcupmc—Va-

: rying Hare—American Hare—~Common Squirre]—Ground Squirrel—Mice

of various Kinds, and the Caftor Beaver.
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Unicorn. B

The Species of Fifh found in the Salt Water of Hudfon s Bay are alfo few in
number; being the Black Whale—White Whale——Salmon~—and Kepling.
. Shell-fith, and empty Shells of fcve.ral kinds, found on the Sea Caaft
near Churchill River. - -
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Frogs of various fizes and colours ; alfo a great variety of Grubbs, and other
£ - A Infeéts, always found in a frozen ftate during Winter, but when expofed to
% the heatof a ﬂow fire, are foon rc-animatc’d. o

. An Account of fomr..oi\the principal erds found in the Northern Parts of
Hudfor's Bay ;,as wellthofe that only migrate there in Summer, as thofe
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- mottled Qwl—Cob-a-dee-cooch—Raven—Cincrious Crow—~Wood Pecker
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Swallow—Martin—Hopping: Crane—Brown .Crane— Bitron—Carlow, two
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Diver—Black-throated Diver—Red-throated Diver—White Gull—Grey -

G ull—Black-hcad-—-Pchcan—-Goo[andcr—Swans of two {pecies—Common
Grey
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INTRODUCTION.

ok many years it was the opinion of all ranks of
people, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company were averfe to
making difcoveries of every kind; and being content
with the profits of their {mall capital, as it was then
called, did not want to increafe their trade. ~What
might have been the ideas of former members of the Com-
pany refpe&ing the firft part of thefe charges I cannot fay,
but I am well affured that they, as well as the prefent
members, have always been ready to embrace every plau-
fible plan for extending the trade. As a proof of this
affertion, I need only mention the vaft fums of money
which they have expended at different times in endeavour-
ing to eftablith fitheries, though without fuccefs: and
the following Journey, together with the various attempts
made by Bean, Chriftopher, Jolinfton, and Duncan, to
find a North Weft paflage, are recent proofs that the pre-
fent members are as defirous of making dxfcovenes, as they
are of extending their trade.

~That air of myftery, and affe&ation of fecrecy, perhaps,
which formerly attended fome of the Company’s proceed-
ings in the Bay, might give rife to thofe conjecures ; and

the unfounded aﬂ'ernons and unjuft afperfions of Dobbs, -
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Ellis, Robfon, Dragge, and the American Traveller, the
only Authors that have written on Hudfon’s Bay, and who
have all, from motives of intereft or revenge, taken a
particular pleafure in arraigning the condu& of the Com-
pany, without having any real knowledge of their pro-
ceedings, or any. experience m their {ervice, on which to
found their chasges, muft have contributed to confirm the
public in that opinion. Moft of thofe Writers, however,
advance fuch notorious abfurdities, that none except thofe
who are already prejudiced againft the Company can nge
them credit *.

Robfon, from his {ix years refidence in Hudfon’s Bay and
in the Company’s fervice, might naturally have been fup-
pofed to knpw fomethingof the climate and foil immediately
round the Fadories at which he refided ; but the whole of
his book is evidently written with PX‘CJUdlCC, and di@ated
by a fpirit of revenge, becaufe his romantic and incon-
fiftent {chemes were- rejected by the Company. Befides,
it is well. known that Robfon was no more than a. tool in
the hand of Mr. Dabbs.

The American Traveller, though a more‘elegant writer,
has ftill lefs claim to our indulgence, as his affertions are

* Since the above was written, a Mr. Umfreville has publithed an account
of Hudfon’s Bay, with the fame 1ili-na:ure as the former Authors; and for no

other reafon than that of being difappointcd in fucceeding to a command in.

the Bay, though there was ne vacancy for him. .

a greater
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a greater tax on our credufity.  His. faying that he dil-
covered Feveral large fumps of the fineft virgin copper *, is
fuch'a palpable falfehood that it needs no refutation. " Ne
man; either Enghﬂl ov Indian, “ever found a bit of eopper
in:that cowatry to the South of the feventy-firft degree of
latitude, unlefx it bad been accidentally dropped by fome
of the far Northern indxans in their way to the Com~

pany 3 Fa&ory

Tbe natives ‘who range over, rathcr than inhabit, the

, 1arge track of land which lies to the North of Churchill

River, having repeatedly brought famples of copper to the
Company’s. Fadiory, many of our people conje@ured that
it was found not far from our fettlements; and as the In-
dxans,mformed_ them that the mines were not very diftant
frotn a large river, it was generally fuppofed that this river
muft empty itfelf into Hudfon’s Bay; as they could by
no means think that any fet of people; however wander-
ing their manner of life might be, could ever traverfe fo
large a track of eountry as to pafs the Northern boundary
of that Bay and particularly without the afhftance of

water-carriage. The following Journal however, will

fhew how much thofe people have been miftaken, and

prove al{o the improbability of putting their favourite

~fcheme of mining into pradice.

¢ American Traveller, page 273~
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INTRODUCTION.

The accounts of this grand Rivcx;, which fome have

turned into a Strait, together with the famples of copper,
were brought to the Company’s Fa&ory at Churchill River
immediately. after its firft eftablifhment, in the year one
thoufand feven hundred and fifteen; and it does not ap-
pear that any attempts were made “to difcover either the
river or mines 4ll the year one thoufand feven hundred and
nineteen, when the Company fitted out a fhip, called the

Albany Frigate, Captain Georgc Barlow *, and a ﬂoop,
called

- ® Capuain Barlow was Governor at Albany Fort when the French went
over land from Canada to befiege it in 1704. . The Canadians and their In-
dian guides lurked in the neighbourhood of Albany for feveral days before
they made the attack, and killed many of the cattle that were grazing in the
marfhes. A faithful Home-Indian, who was on a hunting excurfion, difco-
vering thofe firangers, and fuppofing them to be enemies, immediately returned
to the Fort, and informed the Governor of the circumftance, who gave lictle
credit to it. However, eyery meafure was taken for the defence of the Fort,
and orders were given to the-Mafter of a floop that lay at fome diftance, to

come to the Fort with all pofiible cxpedition on hearing 2 gun fired.

Accordingly, in the middle of the night, or rather in the morning, the
French came before the Fort, marched up to the gate, and demanded en-
trance. Mr. Barlow, who was then on the watch, told them, that the Governor
was afleep, but he would get the keys unmcdntcly The French hearing this,
expetted no oppofition, and flocked up to the gate as clofe as they could ftand,

Barlow took the advantage of this opportunity, and inftead of opening the
gate, only opened two port holes, where two fix-pounders ftood loaded with

grape fhot, which were inftantly fired. “This difcharge killed great numbers of
the Frcnch, and among them the Commander; who was an Frifhman.

Such an uncxpc&cd reception made- the remainder retire with great preci-
pmtxon, and the Mafter of the floop hcarmg the guns, made the beft of his
way
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INTRODUCTION.

called the Difcovery, Captain David Vaughan. The fole
command of this expedition, however, was given to Mr.
James Knight, 2 man of great experience in the Com-
pany’s fervice, who had been many years : Governor at
the different FaGories in the Bay, and who had made

the firft fettlement at Churchill River. Notwithftanding

the experience Mr. Knight might have had of the Com-
pany’s bufinefs, and his knowledge of thofe parts of the
Bay where he had refided, it cannot be fuppofed he
was well acquainted with the nature of the bufinefs in
which he then engaged, having nothing to dire& him but
the flender and imperfe& accounts which he had received
from the Indians, who at that time were little known,
and lefs underftood.

A1

way up to the Fort; but fome of the French who lay concealed under the
banks of the river killed him, and all the boat’s crew.

The French retired from this place with reluftance; for fome of them were
heard fhooting in the neighbourbood of the Fort ten days after they were
repulfed ; and one man in particular walked up and down the platform leading
from the gate of the Fort to the Launch for a whole day. Mr. Fullarton,
who was then Governor at Albany, fpoke to him in French, and offered him
kind quarters if he chofe to accept them; but to thofe propofals he made
no reply, and only thook his head. Mir. Fullarton then told him, that unlefs
he would refign himfelf -up as a prifoner, he would moft affuredly thoot him;
on which the man advanced nearer the Fort, and Mr. Fullarton thot him out
of his chamber window. Perhaps the hardfhips this poor man expeted to
encounter in his return to Canada, made him prefer death ; but his refufing to
receive quarter from fo humane and generous an enemy as the Englith, is

Thofe
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Thofe difadvantages, added ‘to his advanced ape, he
being then near eighty, by mo. means difceuraged this bold
adveqturer ; who was fo prepofffled of . his futeels;- and,
of the great advantage that wbuld harife- from. his difoo<
veries, ‘that he procured,. ‘and :took with him; - fome large
iron-bound chefls, to held gnid duft and other vakuablkes,
whxchhefbndlyﬂattcredhmﬂfmtohcfoundm

thofe parts.

-

The - ﬁr& paragraph of the Company s Orders to- Mr
Knight on this occafion appcars “to _be as .foll_ows ,

« To Captam jamss KNlGﬂT

......

« g1 R,. " 4th ]une, 1719,
- ¢ From the expertence we have had of your abilities-
‘“ in the management of our affairs, we have, upan your,
¢ application to us, fitted out the Albany frigate, Captain
 George Barlow, and the Difcovery, Captain David
¢ Vaughan Commander, upon 3 difcovery to the North-
¢« ward ; -and to that end have given you. power and au-
¢ thority to a& and do all things telating to the faid
“ voyage, the navigation of -the faid fhip and floop only
¢¢ excepted ; and have ngcnordcrsand m&m&m toour
¢ faid Commanders for that purpofe. |

¢ You are, with the ﬁrﬁ opportunity of wind and
¢ weather, to depart from Gravefend on your igtended

1 4
voyage,
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“ voyage, mdby God's pertmiflion, te find out the Straits
 of Anian, & crder todifcove? gold and other vafuzble
« commodmcs to the Nomhward, &fc. &

- M. nght foor keft Gﬁmfend’ and progeeded on- his
voyage ; but the fhip net returning to England that year, as
was expeded, it was judged that fhe had wintered in Plud-
fon’s Bay; and laving on boarda goed flock of provifions, z
houfe in frame, together with all neceflary mechanies, and
a great affortment of trading goods, little or no thoughts
were entertained ofthelraotbe%m&fcty but as

neither flip nor floop retumned: to England in' the-follow-

ing year, (one thoufznd feven hundred and twenty,) the
Company were much alarmed for their welfare ; and, by
their fhip which went to: Churchillin the year one thoufand
feven hundred and- twenty-one, they fent orders for a
floop- called' the Whale-Bone, John-Scrqgps Mafter, to go
in fearch of them; but thefHip not arriving in Churchill
till late in the year, thofe orders could not be put in exe-

~ cution till the Summer foHowmg {one thou(and feven hun-

drcd and twmty-two)

" 'The North Weft coa.{’c of Hudfon’s Bay being little
known in thofe days, and Mr. Scroggs finding himfclf
greatly embarrafled with fhoals and rocks, returned to

Prince of Wales’s Fort without making any certain difco-

very refpe@ting the above thip or. floop; for all the marks
he- faw- among- the- Efquimaux at Whale Cove fcarcely
5 amounted

xivit
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amounted to the {poils which might have been made from
a trifling accident, and confequcntly could not' be con-

fidered as figns of a total fhipwreck.

The ftrong opinion which then prevailed in Europe re-
fpe&ing the probability of a North Weft paffage by the
way of Hudfon’s Bay, made many conjeéture that Mefirs.
Knight and Barlow had found that paffage, and had gone
through it into the South Sea, by the way of Cali-
fornia. Many years elapfed without any other convincing
proof occurring to the contrary, except that Middleton,

Ellis, Bean, Chriftopher, and Johnfton, had not been able

to find any fuch paffage. And/notwithftanding a floop

was annually fent to the Northward on difcovery, and to
trade with-the Efquimaux, it was the Summer of one

thoufand feven hundred and fixty-feven, before we had
pofitive proofs that poor Mr. nght and Captain Barlow
had becn loft in Hudfon’s Bay

The Company were now carrying on a black whalc
ﬁfhcry, and Marble Ifland was made the place of rendez-
vous, not only on account of the commodioufnefs of the
harbour, but becaufe it had been obferved that the whales
were more plentiful about that ifland than on any
other part of the coaft. This being the cafe, ‘the boats,

when on the look-out for fifh, had freguent occafion to

row clofe to the ifland, by which means\they difcovered

a new harbour pear the Eaft end of it, at the head

of
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of whxch they found guns, anchors, cables, bricks, a

{mith’s anvil, and-many other articles, which the hand of
time had not defaced, and which being of no ufe to
the natives, or too heavy to be removed by them, had.not
been taken from the place in which they were ongmally
laid. ‘The remains of the houfe, though pulled to pieces
by the Efquimaux for the wood and iron, are yet very plain
to be feen, as alfo the hulls, or more properly fp&kmg, the
bottoms of -the fhip and: floop, which lie funk in about

~ five fathoms water, toward the head of the harbour.

The figure-head of the fhip, and alfo the guns, &c. were
{fent home to the Company, and are certain proofs that
Mefirs. Knight and Barlow had been loft on that inhofpi-
table ifland, where neither ftick nor ﬁump was to be feen,
and which lies near fixteen miles from the main land.
Indeed the main is little better, being a jumble of barren
hills and rocks, deftitute of every kind of herbage except
mofs and grafs; and at that part, the woods are {évcral
hundreds of miles from the fea-ﬁde

In, the Summet of one thoufand feven hundred and
fixty-nine, while we were profecutingthe filhery, we faw
{everal Efquimaux at this. new., harbour ; and pcroemug
that one or two of them were greatly advanced in years,
our curiofity was excited to afk them fome queftions con-
cerning the above thip and floop, which we were the better
enabled to do by the affiftance of an Efquimaux, who
was then in the € y's fervice as a linguift, and an-
nually Giled in one of thcn' veﬂ'ek in that chara@er. The

d aecount
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INTRODUCTION.

account which we received from them was full, clear;
and unre! erved and the fum of it was to the following
purport: .

© When the veflels arrived at this place (Marble Ifland)
it was very late in the Fall, and in getting them into the
harbour; the largeft received:much damage; but on being
fairly in, the Englith began to build the boufe, their num-
ber at that time feeming to be about fifty.  As foon as the
ice permitted, in the following Summer, (one thoufand
feven hundred and twenty,) the Efquimaux paid them ano-
ther vifit, by which time the number of the Englith was
greatly reduced, and thofe that were hvmg feemed very
unhealthy. According to the account given by the Efqui-
maux they were then very bufily employed, but about
what they.could not eafily defcribe, probably in length-
ening the long-boat; for at a little diftance from the houfe
there is now lying a great quantity of oak chips, which
have been moft afluredly made by carpenters.

Sicknefs and faﬁﬁne occafioned fuch havack -among the
Englifh, that by the fetting in of the fecond Winter their

number was reduced to twenty. That Winter (one thou- -

fand feven hundred and twenty) fome of the Efquimaux
took up their abode on theoppoﬁte fide of the harbour
to that on which the Enghfh,had built their houfes *, and

frequendy

% I have feen the remiains of thofe houfes feveral tithes; they are on the
Weft fide of the harbour, and in all probability will be difcernible for many years

to come, )
| It
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freqmently fupplied them with fuch provifions as they
had, which cbleﬁy confifted of whale’s blubber and feal’s
ﬂefh and train oil.- When the Spring advanced, the Ef-
quimaux weat to..the continent, and .on their v1ﬁtmg
Marble Ifland again, in the Summer of one thouTand {even
hundred and twenty-one, they only found five of the
Englith alive, and thofe were in fuch diftrefs for pro-
vifions that they eagerly eat the feal’s flefh and whale’s
blubber quite raw, as they purchafed it from the natives,
This difordered them {o much, that three of them died in
a few days, and the other-two, though. very weak, made
a (hift to bury them.- Thefe two furvived many days after

the reft, and frequently went to the top of an adjacent rock,

and earneftly looked to the South and Eaft, as if in expeta-

tion of fome veflels coming to their relief.  After continu-
ing there a_ confiderable . time together, and pothing ap-
pearing in fight, they fat down clofe together, and wept
bitterly. . Atlength one of the two died, and the other’s
firength was fo far exhaufted, that he fell down and died
alfo, in attempting to dig a grave for his companion. The

Tris rather forprifing; that neither Middleton, Ellis, Chriftopher, Johnfton,
aor Garbet, -who have “all @f them been at Marble Ifland, and fome of them
often, ever difcovered this ha:bour “particulacly the laft-mentioned gentleman,

who actually failed quite round the ifland in a very fine pléafantday-in-the Sum-

mer of '1766. - But this difcovery was referved for a Mr. Jofeph Stephens! a
man of -the leaft: merit [ .cver kaew, though-he, then had the command of a
veflel called the Sucecﬂ',, employed in the whale- ﬁfhcry and in the year 1769,
had the commdnd of the Charlotte given to him, a fine bng of one hundred
tons; - when I was his-mate. . .

. d 2 ) {éullé
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fculs and other large bones of thofe two ten are- now

lying above-ground clofe to the houfe. The longéﬁ\hvcr

was, according to the Efquimaux account; always employtd\ N

in working of iron into 1mplemcnts for them ;. probably- T
he was the armourer; or ﬁmth. L

Some Northern Indians who came to trade at Prince
of Wales’s Fort in the Spring: of the yéar one thoufand
feven hundred and ﬁxty-c:ght, brought farther accounts
of the grand river, as it was called, and alfo feveral pieces

’ of copper; as famples of the - produce of the mine near
it; which determined Mr. Norton, who was then Go-
vernor at Churchill, to reprefent it to the Company asan
affair worthy of their attention ; and as he went that year
to England, he had -an opportunity of laying all the in-
formation he had received before the Board, with his opi-
nion thereen, and the plan which he thought moft likely
to fucceed in - the - difcovery of thofe mines... In confe-
quence of Mr. Norton’s reprefentations, the Committee re-
folved to fend an- intelligent perfon by land to obferve
the longitude and latitude of the river’s mouth, to make

a chart of the country he might walk through, . with fuch
| remarks as occurred to him during the Journey; when I
: was pitched on as a proper perfon to condu& the expe-
: dition. . By the fhip that went to Churchill in the Sum-
i mer of one thoufand feven “hundred and fixty-nine, the -
Company. fent out fome aftfonomical inftruments, very
- / portable, and fit for fuch obfervations as thcy required me
, to
g : i b g o meﬁmz%xw“{. TN )
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to make, mdatthb&mcnmcrequcﬁedmc*wumdertzkc
the Joutney, promifing to allow me at my return, a gra-
tuity- propomomble to the trouble a.nd fatxgne I mighe

undergo in. thc expedition *.
| Idid

. ¥ The condidons oﬁ'cred me o tfis occafion cannot be better exprefied
than in' the Company’s.own-words, which I have tranfcribed from thcxr private

letter to me, dated 25th May. 1769. -
« From the good opinion we cmmofyou,and Mr.Ntmons recom-
< mendation, we lnvcagrcedcomfcywrwagcsto,g per axnzm for-

«two years, and have placed you in our Council at Prince of Wales’s Fort;
« and we fhould have been ready to advance you to the command of the

¢« Charlotte, according to your ‘requeft, if a matter of more immediate confes

“ quence had not mtcrvcncd.

« Mr. Norton has propofed an mhnd Journey, far. to-the. Northof Ghwrch-
e ill, to promote an extenfion of our trade, as well as. for. the. dilcovery of
« a North Weft Paffage, Copper Mines, &t.; and as an undertaking of this
¢ nature requires the attention of a.perfon capable.of.taking an obfervation
« for dct:rmmmg the longitude and latitude, and alfo diltances, and the courfe
-« of rivers and their depths, we have fixed upon you (efpeciaily as it is re-
<« prefented to us to be your owrr inchnation) to conduct this Journey, wigh
¢ proper affiftants.
« We thcrcfore hope you will fecond our expectations in readily pcrform‘
s ing this fervice, and upon your return'we fhall willingly make you any ac-
knowbdgmcm fuitable ro your trouble therein.

« We highly approve of your going in the Speedwell, o affift on the whale..
« fithery laft year, aad helmly wifh you hcakh and fuccefs in the prefent ex-
“ Ptdmon- L
We rémain your lovxng Friends,

« Bisvz Laxz, Dep. Gov. <« Jamzs Wintsz Laxs.
« ]ouu AwtHONY M:eriz. ¢ Hirumax Barzxs.

“‘Rotn‘r Mrry,. ¢ JoszPH SPURREL.
“ Suum. Wiea.’ ¢« Jauxs Firz GeraLp.?
The
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1 did not hefitate to comply with the requeft of the -

Company, and in the November fallowing, when fome
Northern Indidns came to trade, Mr. Narton, who was then
returned to the command of Prince of Wales’s Fert, en-
gaged fuch of them for my guides as he thought were moft
likely to anfwer the purpofe; but none of them had been

~at this grand river. T was fitted out with every thing

thought neceffary, and with ammunition to ferve - two
years. 1 was to be accompanied by two of the Company’s
fervants, two of the Home-guard * (Southern) Indians,

The Company had no fooner perufed my Journals and Charts, than they
ordered a handformne fum to be placed to the credit of my account; and in the
two firft. paragraphs of their letter to me, dated 12th May 1773, they cx-
prefs themfelves in the following words:

<« Mr, Samuer HreaRNE,

« SIR,

“ Your letter of the 28th Auguft laft gave us the agrccablc pleafure to hear
<« of your fafe return to our Fattory. Your Journal, and the twe charts you

«¢ fent, fufficiently convinces us of your very judicious remarks.

< We have maturely confidered your great affiduity in the various acci-
«¢ dents which occurred in your feveral Journies. We hereby return you our
< grateful thanks ; and to manifeft our obligation we have confented to allow
« you a grétuity of £ for thofc ferwices.”

" As a farther proof of the Company’s being perfeitly fatisfied with my con-
dué while on that Journey, the Committee unanimoufly appointed me Chief
of Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Summer of 2775; and Mr. Bibye Lake, who
was then Governar, and feveral athers of the Committee, honoured me with
a regular correfpondence as long as they lived. '

* By the Home-gutrd Indians we are to underftand certain of thc natives
who are immediately.employed under the protc&xon ‘of the Company’s fervants,
refide on the plantation, and are cmploycd in hunting for the Fa&ory.
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INTRODVYCTION.

and a futhcient number of Northern Indians to cirry
and haul my baggage, provide for me, &¢. But for the
better fating this arrangement, it will not be imiproper to
infert my Inftru&ions, which, with fome occafiohal re-
marks 'thereon, will throw much light on the following
Journal, and be the beft method of proving hew far thofe
orders have been comphed with, as-well as {hew my rea~
fons for negle@ting fome parts as unneceffary, and the im-
poflibility of putting othér parts of them in execution.

«« ORDERS and INSTRUCTIONS for Mr.
« SamveL HEeAarNE, going om an Esxpedstion by
“ Land towards the Latitude 70> North, in
““ order to gain a Kmowledge of the Nosthern
Indians Country, &c. on Bebalf of the Ho-
neurable Hudfon’s Bay Company, in the Year

“ 1769.

¢« Mr. SamueL Hiarne,

“ SIR,

¢ Wuereas.the Honourable Hudfon’s Bay Company
“ have been informed by the report from Indians, that
‘¢ there is a great -probability of confiderable advan-
“ tages to be expe@ed from a better knowledge of their
‘ country by us, than what hitherto has been obtained;
¢ and as it is the Company’s earneft defire to embrace
“ every circumftance that may tend to the benefit of the
“ faid Company,. or the Nation at large, they have re~

¢ quefted you te condu& this %xpedition; and as youw
“ have

¢

Lol
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ANTRODUCTION
have readily confented to undertake the prefent Journey,

you are hereby defired to proceed as foon as poffible,

with William Ifbefter faxlor, and Thomas Merriman
landfman, as companions, they both being willing to
accompany you; alfo two of the Home-guard Southern
Indians, who arc to attend and affift you during the
Journey; and Captain Chawchinahaw, his Lieutenant
Nabyah, andﬁxoreightof the beft Northern Indians

-we can procure, with a {mall part of their families, are

to condu& you, provuiq for you, and affift you and
your companions in every thing that lays in their power,
baving particular orders fo to do.

¢« 2dly, Whereas you and your coinpanions are well
fitted-out svith every thing we think neceffary, as alfo
a fample of light trading goods ;. thefe you are to dif-

pofe of by way of prefents (and not by way of trade)

to fuch far-off Indians as yoy may meet with, and to
fmoke your Calimut ® of Peace with their leaders, in
order to eftablifh a friendfhip with them. You arealfo
to perfuade them as much as poffible from going to war

with each other, te encourage themi to exert themfelves
in procuring furrs and other articles for trade, and to
-affure them of good paymcnt for them at the Com—
.pany’s Fadory.

¢ It is fincerely recommended to you and ‘your compa-
_nions to treat the ndtives with civility, fo as not to give

* The Ca.hmmnnlongonnmemdﬁcmofaplpe, much in ufe among all
the tribes of Indians who know the ufe of tobacco. It’is particulatly ufed in
all cafes of ceremony, xxdzermmakmgwror peace; ac:all public entermin-

[meats, orations, &c.

¢ them
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INTRODUCTION.

- them any room for complaint or difguft, as they have

firi& orders not to give you the leaft offence, but are to
aid and aflift you.in.apy matter you may rcqucﬁ of them

. fm thg bcneﬁtfof the undcrtakmg.

-

« Ifa any Indaans you rnay meet, that are commg to the

Fort, ﬂ]OUId be wﬂlm to, truﬁ you with either food or
clothing, make .your agreemgnt for- thofe commodxtles,

13

and by _them fead- me a letter, fptcxfymg the quantity
of each article, and they fhall ‘be paid 4ccording to

your. agrcemcnt And, according to the Company’s or-

ders, .you are to _correfpond with-me, or the Chief at
Prince of Wales’s F org for the txme Bc(ng, atall oppor-
tunities:* And as you have matﬁetnatlcal inftruments
with you, you 'are to fend me, or the Chief for the
time being, an account of what fatitude and:longitude
you may be in at fuch and fuch-periods, together with
the heads of your proceedings; which accounts are to be
remitted to the Company by the return of thezr ﬂ'nps

- ¢ 2dly, The Indians wha are now appomted your

££

(33

guides, are to condué you to the barders of . the Atha-

pufcow + Indians’country, where Captain Matonabbee

* No convenient opportunity offered during my laft Journey,. except one,

on the 22d March 1771; and as nothing material ‘had happened during that
part of my Journey, I thought there was not any. neccﬂ'xty for feriding an ex-

traét of my Journal; I therefore only fent a Letter to the Governor, informing

him of my fituation with refpe& to latitude and longitude, xnd fomc account

~ of the ufage which I received from the natives, &c. -
1 By miftake in my formcr Journal and Dra& called Arathapcfcow
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INTRODUCTION,.

is to meet you * in the Spring of one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy, in order to condué you to a river
reprefented by the Indians to dbound with copper ore,
animals of the furr kind, & . and which is faid to be
fo far to the Northward, that in the middle of the
Summer the Sun does not fet, and is fuppofed by the
Indidns to eiipty 1tfelf ints feme ocean. This river,

“which is caﬁed B the Noﬁhehi Indians Neetha-fan-

I'an—dazey, of thc Far Off Metal River, you are, if
poflible, to tface to the motuth, and there determine
the Iititude and" lengitude as near s you ean; but
mofe patticularly fo if you find it navigable, and that
a fettlemenit can be made there with any degree of
fafety, or benefit to the ComPany

¢ Be careful to obferve what mines are near the river,
what water there is at the rivet’s mouth, how far the
woods are from the - fea-fide, the courfe of the river,
the nature of the foil; and the predudions of it; and
make any other remarks that you may think will be
either weeellary or fatifadory. And if the faid river
be likely to be of any wtility, take poffeffion of it on
behalf of the Hudfons Bay Company, by cutting your

* This was barely pmknble, as Mavonabbcc at that time had not any in-

formation of this Journey being fet on foot, much lefs had he received orders
to join me at the place-and time here appomr.cd and had we accxdcnta]ly met,
ke would by. no means have undertaken -the Journey without firft going to the
Fa&ory, and there makmg his agreement with the Governor ;. for no Indian is
fond of pcrformmg any particular fervice for the Englith, without firft knowing
what is to be his reward. At the fame time, had 1 taken that rout on my out-
fer, it would have carried e foine “Hiindreds of tilés out 6f iy road. See
my Track on the Map in the Winter 1770, and the Spring 1771.

¢ name



INTRODUCTION

« name on fome .of the rocks, as alfo the date of the
 year, momth, & *

“ When you attempt to trace this or any other river,
¢¢ be careful that the Indians are furnifhed with a fufficient
“ number of canoes for trying the depth of water, the
<« ftrength of the current, &c. If by any unforefeen
<< accident or difafter you fhould not be able to reach the

< before-mentioped river, it i eamneltly recommended to
« you, -if poffible, te knew the event of Wager Strait 4 ;
¢ for it iseprefented by the Jaft difcoverers to terminate
¢ in fmall rivers and lakes. ~See-how far the woods are
¢ from the navigable parts of it; and whether a fettle-

<« ment could with any propriety be smade there. If this
¢¢ fhould prove unworthy of notice, you are to take the
¢ fame method with Baker’s Lake, which is the head of

* I was not provided with inftruments for cutting on ftone ; but for form-
fake, 1 cut my name, date of the year, &c. on a piece of board that had
been one of the Indian’s targets, and placed it in a heap of ftones on a {mall
eminence near the entrance of the river, on the South fide.

+ There is certainly no harm in making out all Inftructions in the fullet
manner, yet it muft be slowed that thofe two parts might have been omitted--
with great propriety; for as ncither Middleton, Ellis, nor Chriftopher wers
able to penetrate far enough up thofe inlets to difcover any kind of herbage
except mofs and grafs, . much lefs woods, it was not likely thofe parts were fo
mategially altered for the-better fince their times, as to make it worth my
while to attempt a farther difcovery of thcm_,_jnd efpecially as I had an op-
portunity, during my fecond Journey, of provmg that the woods do not reach
the fea-coaft by fome hundréds of miles in the parallel of Chefterfield’s Inler.
And as the edge of the woods to the Northward always tends to the Weftward,
the diftance muft-be greatly increafed in the latitude of Wager Strait.  Thofe

%aéc long fince been vifited by the Campany's fervants, 20 are within

’ th nown limits of their Charter; confcqucndy require no other form of
pofieffion.

c 2 ¢ Bowden's
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INTRODUCTION.

¢ Bowden’s or Chefterfield’s Inlet®; as alfo with any
¢ other rivers you may meet with ; and if likely to be of
‘“ any utility, you are to take pofleflion of them, as be-
¢¢ fore mentioned, on the behalf of the Honourable Hud-
“ {on’s Bay Company. The draft of Bowden’s Inlet and
¢« Wager Strait I fend with you, that you may have a better
“ idea of thofe places in cafe of your vzﬁtmg them.

¢ 4.thly, Another material point which is mommcndcd
¢ to you, is to find out, if you canm, either by your own
¢ travels, or by information from the Indians, whether

<« there 1sapaﬁégethroughthxs contment-k Ithllbe

* Sce the preceding Note.

. 4+ The Continent of America is’ much wider' than many people imagine,
pammlarlyf Robfon, who thought that the Pacific Ocean was but a few days
journey from the. Weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay. This, however, is fo far from
being the cafe, that when I was at my greateft Weftern diftance, upward of
five hundred miles from Prince of Wales’s Fort, the natives, my guides,
well knew that many tribes 6f Indians lay to the Weft of us, and they knew
no end to-the land in that dire@ion; nor have I met with any Indins, cither
Northern or Southern, that ever had feen the fea to the Weftward. It is,
indeed, well known to the intelligent and well-informed part of the Com-
pany’s fervants, that an extnfive and numerous tribe of Indians, called
E-arch-e-thmnews, whofe country hes far Weft of any of the Company’s or
Canadian fettlements, muft have traffic with the Spaniards on the Weft fide of
the Continent; becaufe fame of the Indians who formerly traded to York Fort,
when at war with thofe people, frequently found faddles, bridles, mufkets,
and many other arm:lcs, in-their poﬂ’cﬂion which Were undoubtedly of Spanith
manufa@ory.

I have feen feveral Indians wbo have been fo far Weft as to crofs the top of
that immenfe chain of mountsins which run from North to South of the con-
tinent of America. Beyond thofe: mountains all rivers run to the Weftward.
1 mutt here obferve, that all the Indians I ever heard relate their ex in
that country, had invariably got fo far to the South, that they did not
ence any Winter, nor the leaft appearance of either froft or faow,
fometimes they have been 3bfcx_zt cighteen months, or two years.

(44 very
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“ very ufcful to clear up this point, if poffible, in order to
¢ prevent farther doubts from arifing hereafter refpeding
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a pafiage out of Hudfon’s Bay * into the Weftern Ocean,
as hath lately been reprefented by the American Tra-
veller. The particulars of thofe remarks you are to
infert: in your Journal, to be remitted home to the
Company.

<« If you fhould want any fupplies of ammunition, or
other neceflaries, difpatch fome trufty Indians to the

Fort with a letter, fpecifying the quantity of each
article, and appoint a place for the faid Indians to meet

you again.

¢ When on your return, if at a proper time of the
year, and you fhould be near any of the harbours that
are frequented by the brigantine Charlotte, or the floop
Churchill, during their voyage to the Northward, and
you fhould chufe to return in one of them, you are de-
fired to make frequent fmokes as you approach thofe
harbours, and they will endeavour to receive you by
making fmokes in anfwer to yours; and as one thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-one will probably be the
year in which you will return, theMafters of thofe veflels
at that period fhall have particular orders on that head.

* As to a paffage through: the continent of America by the way of Hudfon’s
Bay, it has fo Jong been exploded, notwithftanding what Mr. Ellis has urged

in its favour, anddxphcemthasfoundmthcnﬁom:yMapofdchmcnem

‘.- Traveller, that any comment on it would be quxtc unnccctﬁry My latitude

only will be a fufficient proof that no fuch paffage is in exiftence.
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INTRODUCTION.

<¢ ‘Tt will be pleafing to hear by the firft opportumity, in
¢ what latitude amd longitude you mect the Lieader Ma-
¢ tonabbee, and how far he 1mks 3t is ‘to the Gapper-
“ mine River, as.alfo the probable time it ‘may take be-
‘ fore you can return. But in cafe any thing thonld pre-
¢« -vent the {aid Leader from jeining yow, according to
¢¢ expe@ation, you are then to procure the beft dndians
¢ you can for your guides, and either add te, or diminifh,
¢ your number, as you may from time to time think moft

‘¢ neceffary for the good of the expedition.

80 1 conclude, withing you and your companions
¢ a continuance of health, together with a profperous
z Journey, and a happy return in fafety.  Amen.

¢« MOSES NORTON, :Gowernor.

« Dated at Prince of Wales’s Fort, Churchill
« River, Hudfon’s Bay, North America,
* November 6th, 1769.”

Ifbefter and Merriman, mentioned in my Inftruions,
a&ually accompanied me during -my firft fhort attempt ;
but the Indians knowing them to be but.common men,
ufed them fo ‘indifferently, particularly in fcarce times,
that I was under fome apprehenfions of their being ftarved
to death, and I thought myfelf exceedingly happy when I
got them fafe back to the FaGtory. Tbis extraordinary
behaviour of the Indians made me determine not to take
any Europeans with me on my two laft expeditions.

~ 4 Wlth




INTRODUCTION

With regard to that part of my Inftru&ions which di-
re&s me to.obferve the nature of the foil, the produéions
thereof, &c. it muft be obferved, that during the whole
time of my abfence from the Fort, I was invariably con-
fined to ftony hills and barren plains all the Summer, and
before we approached the woods in the Fall of the year,
the ground was always covered with fnow to a confiderable
depth ; fo that I never had an opportunity of feemg any
of the fmall plants and fhrubs to the Weftward. But
from appearances, and the flow and dwarfy growth of the
woods, &c. (except in the Athapufcow country,) there is
undoubtedly a greater fcarcity of vegetable produ&ions
than at the Company’s moft Northern fettlement ; and to
the Eaftward of the woods, on the barren grounds, whe-
ther hills or vallies, there is a total want of herbage, ex-
cept mofs, on which the deer feed ; a few dwarf willows
creep among the mofs ; fome with-a-capucca and a little
grafs may be feen here and there, but the latter is {carcely
fufficient to ferve the geefe and ether birds of paffage
during their thort ftay in thofe parts, though they are al-
ways in a fate of migration, except when they are breeding
and in a moulting ftate.

In conibquénce‘of wy cemplying with the Company's
requeft, and undertaking this Journey, it is natural to fup-
pofe that every meceflary arrangement was made- for the
cafreg keeping of my reckoning, &c. under the many in-

convenjencies I muft be unavoidably obliged to labour

in fuch an expedition. I drew a Map on a large fkin

of parchment that contained twelve degrees of latitude

5 North,
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North, and thirty degreesof hmgxmdc*Wtﬁ of Chisretiill
Factory, -and fketched all the-Weft ctaft of the Bayron:ity
but left the interior parts blank; to’bé filted: up‘during nrip
Journey. I alfoprepared éetachcd picces on'a muchdarger
fcale for every dégree of latitude-aad legitude cootained:
in-the Yarge-Map. - On thofe detached pieces ¥ pricked off
my daily - courfes-and d;&ﬁcc, wdcentmdail,hkeswé
rivers, &c. ‘that T met with ; & 3 wbykﬁﬂ&
enquuy of the natives, to ﬁnd out: the commmn&atmn of
one river with another, as alfo their conne@ions with the
many lakes with which: that country abounds: . and  when
oypottumty offered, havmg corre@ed - them by. obferva-
tions, I entered them in the general Map.:. Theie.and fe-
veral other neceflary preparations, for the cafier; readier,
and more correétly keeping my Journal and Chart, were
alfo adopted ; but as to myfelf, little was- reqmred to be
done, as the nature of travelling long journies “in- thofe
countries will never admit-of carrying:even the moft-com-
mon article of clothing ; fo that the: traveller is obliged -
to depend on the country he pafles through, for that article,
as wellas for provifions. .Ammunition,” ni’eﬁdm»work
fome tebacco a few knives, and other- M@nﬁ&ﬁe ar-
ticles, make a fufficient load for any one to- carry that is
going a journey likely to laft twenty months, ‘or two years.
As that was the cafe, I only took the fhitt an&dmhcs I
then had on, onc fpare coat, a pair of drawers,
much cloth as would make me twoor three paxraflndnn
flockings, which, together with a b}&nket for |
eompoﬁd thcwhole bf my ﬁock of cloth







-

P A ]
ol

e veag i

—-
Kby e et L Jerdind
gl D AN G B B8 Tk 4

W U S M e W o 9 P, S S
T MDA IO P, W A W

-

. A -t
EOE i dgthaii4

- M,
Ay

M G B - R

o hata]
.




n
L

LN T

[
N

-2 N

Whe ol ) AN -

ey

ROPEICIRER e s nag getwenpouc et ey

R A e

féﬁ" S

p

= e e

s e

-

v

PR

S

ANORTHWESTVIEW ot »---.

B s eI T,

v Ranndare vl <




L

T @ U R N E Y ’

TO HE o -

\GRTHERN OCEA\
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srfadions *"om my wamgl’rmc:of Wie's ?urt cn
my frft expedition, till our arwival there agaim -

Szt off from. ¢ spe Fort—dArrive at Po-ca—ree-ey'-;:: River,mmlne of i2¢
Bz oribern Tndidn: defert. —Lrofe Seal River, ond wolk on the parren
g'aar.d.r —Recrive wrong -:g‘é'rnﬂws concerning the difiamce of e
1woodiv—iF catber Segins 30 be wery ctld, provifons ak Wa, snd
nothing to be got—=Sirike to lhe Wgﬂuz@r& arrive at the. woods,
i3 three deerv—>5¢t forwward in the Norta Weff quarter, fce the track:
of mufb-cxen owd deer, bt killed 5 nome~Fery oot of “provifioac.—
Chasochinaban wants us o retsrx. --"‘m.t:éer be. mov bis creew come
iriduic fo our mc#am;m,,&‘ ‘inRucnce: feveral-of - Indians it
defert.—Chasechinabut did el bis crew. leawe wi ——Begin owr e, ;
25 the fafory; Bl & Jélo pariridges, the firf méal we bad bad for
feveral.days.~Villony of .ome of the bosae Tndioks end bis wgfé, whs
was & Nosthern Indian womon.— Aryive at Seal R:w,iﬂi tewo decr ;

W@ag Jraxge Northera Mazz,aacaznpaz; bm

., @

“to bis tent, wlage recoived ihexe; my Indians afift in b&ng fm«
&Av&r.——?{oc&l' Wa?a“w azzd arrwc ot !Zx “Fort, _

:N'\ :“"
SNLT L LTIUD TN LTl e o

ydE- - 176g.

wmmhs%qm; s B ok lve the. ey
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1 s A JOURNEY TO THE

1769. The weather at that time being very mild, made it but

. S indifferent hauling®, and all my crew beinrg heavy laden,
occafioned us to make but fhort days journeys; how-
! $o.  ever, on the cighth, we croffed thc North branch of
;‘ Po-co-ree-kif-co River, ‘and that night put up in a fmall
tuft of woods, which is' betweerr it and Seal River. * In

the nighe, one of the Northern Indians deferted ; and as
; anthemﬁofmycrcwwcrcbcavyladm,lwasundcr
the neceffity of hadling the fledge he had left, which
howeyes was not very h«:mry1 as it fcarcely exceeded ﬁxty

poundx

The weather il copﬁnue& very fine and pleafant : we
" dire€ed our courfe to the Weft North Weft, and carly
9~ in the day eroffed Seal River. In the courfe of this
day s journey we met feveral Northern Indians, who were
going to the faGory with furs and venifon ; and as we had
not killed any-deer from our leaving the: Fort, I got feveral
joints of venifon from thoféﬁ:raqgcrs and gave them a
ﬁ | note onx the Governor for payment,, whmh feerned ‘per-"
4 fc&ly agmblc to all parties. _

thn on the Nortﬁ Weft fide of Seal River, I'atked
: Captain Chawchinahaw the. diffance,, and. probablc time
it would take, before we could reach the main woods;;

which he affared’ me would not exceed four or ﬁv&dayr
journey. This put both: me and'my companions in good.

PR e

® mgw:mmmmm fiide over-the foow. -
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NORTHERN OCEAN

.@irits; and we continued our courfe between the Weft

by North and North Weft, in daily expeation of arriving yoremaer”

at thofe woods, which we were told would furnith us
with cvery thing the country affords. . Thefe accounts
were fo far from being true, that a.ftcr we had walked
double the time hére mentioned, no ﬁgns of woods were
to be feen in the direGion we were then fleering; but
we had frequcndy feen thc loommg of woods to the
South Wcﬁ ,

Thc cold bcmg now vcry mtcn{'e, our fmall ftock of
Englifh provifions all expended, and not .the leaft thing
to be got on the bleak -hills we had for fome time been
walking on, it became neceflary to ftrike more to the
Weflwardy which we accordingly did, and the next
evening arrived at fome fmall patches of low ferubby
woods, where we faw the tracks of feveral deer, aad
killed a few partridges. T he road we had traverfed
for many days before, was in general fo rough and
ftony, that our ﬂedgcswcre daily breaking; and to add
to the inconveniency, the land was fo barren, as not to
afford us materidls for repairing them: but the few
woods we now fell inwith,-amply fupplied us with necef-
faries for thofe repairs; and as we were then enabled each
night to pitch proper tents, our lodging was much more
comfortable than it -had been for many nighw “before,
while we were on the- barren groundé, where, in gene-_
ral, we thonght ourfcm:s well off if we could fcrape
together as many fhrubs as would make a fire; but it

| B2 : was

R ca T e T e
AN g i S e e e AL e e e,

SR RN i IR L e e P gy g BET S W e

-3

1769.

195,

SRt
Ly
i

L3




poe .
[ N S
. Fl

1769
Nowember.,

214,

o, s T MR : .

L e T T B

‘*\g?r-:,*‘;:(':g b é, s V‘_rf:dA,_‘ﬁffi__‘.,;‘?; et St
SR N W 2] e M

e e T AL N, . . i "
0 RO T P S e VIR I e g g R N Yo
ST T e - Tt Tplar PR Y e

A JOURNEY TO THE

was fearcely ever in our power to make any-other dofenée-
againft the weather; than by digging a hole in the fhow
down to the mofs, wrapping ourfelves up in sur clothing,
and lymg downm xt,m:hmﬂedgcsﬁtupcdgmys
mmndward. o g

Onthctwcuty ﬁrﬁ,wcd’idm movc;, ﬁ) tbe Indxas
mcnwcmakunang ‘and the women cut boles in the ice
caught a few fith in a fmall lake, by .the fide of
whlchwehadpxtchcdeurtcnts At night the men re-
mmcdwuhfomevcm&n having killed theee deer; which:
was without doubt very acceptable; bwt our number
being great, and the Indians having fach enormous fto-
machs, very little was left but fragments after the two.
orthm:ﬁrﬁ:good meals. Haring devoured .the three
deer, and given fome néceflary repairs to our fledges and
fmﬁmcs, which only-took one dsy; we’again proceeded
on “séward the North Weft by ‘Weft and Welt North
Weft, through Iowfcmbby irfes; mmmixeé wnh {ome:
dwarf larch, which-.is . in
Hudfon’s Bay. 1n our toad we ﬁtqueuﬁy fawﬂae ‘tacks
of deer, and nrany muﬂ:-oxcn, as‘they are ealled theres
but none of my companions were fo fortunate as'to- km;_
any of them : -fo thatachparmdgawczc all we conld
get to live on, and thofe were fo- fearce, that we feldom -
could kill as many as would"amount to half a bird a day
for each man ; which, oonﬁdenmgwchad‘nothmgcl&foc
the twcnty-fonr Hours; was in reahcy next tonothmg. E

E S » By
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NORTHERN OCEAN -

- By this time I found that Captain Chawchinahaw had
not the profperity of the undertaking at heart; he often
painted the difficulties in the worft colours, took every
method to dithearten me and my European companions,

1769,

November.
26th.

and feveral times hinted his defire of our returning back

to the fadory ; but finding I was determined to proceed,
be took fuch methods-as be thought would be moft
likely to anfwer his end ;. ope of which was, that of not
adminiftering towszd ur fupport: o that we were 2
confiderable time: without any other fubfiftence; but what
our two home-gnard {Somthern) Indians procured, and
the little that J and the two European men could kill;

which was very difproportionate to our wants, as we had
to provide for feveral women and childrez who wers

Jch us. -

| Cnawchmahaw ﬁn&ng tﬁ& this kind of treatment
was not likely to c:z}mplet'= his de efign, and that we were
not to be flarved into complizace, at length infueaced
feveral of the beft Northern Indians to defert in the
night, who took with them feveral bags of my ammu-
nition, fome pieces of iron work, fuch as bamhcts, ice
chiffels, files, &c. as wcll as feveral other ufeful articles.

Whenibcmmcanquamdwﬁh this pzece of vil
émy, I atked  Chawchinahaw the reafon of fich beha-
viour. 'To which he anfwered; that he kngw nothing of

the affair: bm asdzatwas the m{e, it would not be
Pmdent,




) R | N W I PRSRTENOSCIINS DO o N ) TR

NP BET TR L

< .

e T
R S

ipu“’fa‘*f pﬁ&(f*"m R

6

w@

3 P 4
- ~ - - 2t e s MR % JON N F CRNE s i o e T D 5 SR B e YT 20y A e T T Tt
R e e SR AL L e TR S P e A okt e e e p eSO &

F

A]OURNEY:TO'THi
prudent, he faid, for us to procced any farther ; addmg,

- Moveaaber, thatheandallthcre&ofhxsoountrymcawmgmng

to ftrike off another way, in order ao)om the remainder
of their wives and families: and after giving us a fhort
account which way to fteer our courfe for the neareft
part of 8eal River, which be faid would be our beft
‘way homeward, he and his crew delivered mc moft
‘oftbcthmgswhich they bad in- charge, packed up
¢heir awls; and fet out toward the South Weft, making
the woods ring with their laughter, and left us to con-
fider of our unhappy fituation, near two hundred miles

from Prince of -Wales’s Fort, all heav'ﬂ laden, and our

ftrength and fpirits greatly mduwd by lmugcr and
’fatlgue |

Our ﬁtuauon at that time, though vcry alarmmg,
would not permit us to fpend much time in refle@ion;
fo we loaded our fledges to the beft advantage, (but were
obliged to throw away fome bags of fhot and ball,) and
immediately fct out on our return.  In the courfe of the

day’s walk we were fortunate enough to kill feveral par-

tridges, for which we were all very thankful; as it was
the firft meal we had had for feveral days: indeed,
for the five preceding days we had not killed as much
as amounted to half a
days had not a fingle mouthful. W‘hxicwcwcre
in this diftrefs, the Northern Indians were by no means

mmt,forasthcyalwayswalkcdfemmo&,thcy
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bad ten times the chance to kxll parmdgcs, rabbits, or 1765
| anyothcrthmgwh;chwastobcmctmth, than we had. Nooms?
Befide this advantmge, they had great flocks of flour,
catmeal, and other Englifh provifions, which they had
embezzled out of my ftock during the early part of the
journey ; andasoncofmyhomlnd:am, called
Mackachy, and his wife, who is a Northemm Indian
woman, always reforted to the Northern Indians tents,
‘where they gof. amply fupplied with provifions when.
neither I nor my men had 2 fingle mouthful, I have great
mfonmfufpc&thcyhadapmmpdhandmtbcembczz}e-
ment : indeed, both the man and his wife were mpable-

ofcommxmng any crime, howcvcr dzabohml

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the feafon Decemim
of the year: we fet out early in the.morning, and arrived
the fame day at Seal River, along which we continued our
courfe for feveral days. . In our way we killed plenty of
partridges, ‘and  faw ‘many deer; but the weather was.
fo remarkably ferene that the Indxans only killed two-

- of the latter. By this time game was become fo plen-.
tiful, that all apprehenfions of farving were laid afide;

and though we were beavily laden, and travelled pretty
good days journeys, yet as. our fpmts were good, our
| hength gmdually rctumcd

In our courfe down Seal River we met a ﬁrangcz-,. sth.

a Nonhcm Indian, on a huntmg cxcurﬁon and though.
he
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3 A JOURNEY TO THE
1969: hehadnotmctmthmyﬁxcocﬁ that day, yet he kindly
Dot invited us to his tent, &ymglmhadplmtyofvcmfonat
5% .my fervice; and told the Southern Indians, that as there
were two or thrée beaver-houfes fiear his tent, he fhould
bcghdefthmaﬁiﬁanccmmkmgfhcm, forthmwas
onfymcmanandthmw@caatthetcnt. |

. e

’Thoughwcwcrc at that time far fmmMgmwant
of provifions, yet we accepted his offer, and fet off with our
new guide for his tent, which, by a comparative diftance,

" he told us, wasnotaboveﬁvcnulafromthephcewhm*
we met him, but we found it to be neater fifteen ;. fo that
it was the middk of the night before we a:m@d at it.
When we drew near the tent, the ufual fignal for the
approach of ftrangers was given, by firing 2 gun or two,
which was immediately anfwered by the man at the tent,
On our arrival at the door, the good man of the houfe
came out, thook me by the hand, and welcomed us to his-
tent ; but as it was too fmall to contain us all, he ordered -
his women to affift us in pitching our temt; and in the
mean “time invited me and a5 many of my crew as
his little habitation could contain, and regaled us with

‘ the beft 'in” the houfe.  The pipe went round pretty

I brifkly, and: the converfation naturally turried on the treat-

: ment we had received from Chawehinabaw and his gang; -
whxch was always anfwered by our hoft with, ““ Ah} if

- ¢* I had been thete, it fhould not have ‘been fo!” when,
notmthﬁaadmg his bofpitality on the prefent occafion, he -
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others hddoncsxfhehadhoeanthcpmy ‘ | Deowmbse,

Hmng mﬁb&d Quffelm with ‘a_ plentiful ﬁ;ppez,
we took. leave of eur hofk for 3 while, and. retired to
our tent; but not without beiig made thoroughly fen-

ﬁbl:thatmanythmgswouldbeexw&dfrommc,

heforc I My k&,m\\ | o

Earlym&em myh&maﬁ&e&mmtakmg

. the heaver houfes already memtioned ; but the houfes

-, ":g

being: fmall, and fome gf the beavers efcaping, they
only killed fix, all of whick were cooked the fame
night, and voracioufly devoured under the denomination

of a. feaft. Iaifomcamd&omthn!ndm&vzmi
joints of venifon, to _the amount of at leaft two deer:

’nutmtwmmmdmgimto pay for the whole, I found

that Mackachy and his wife gataﬂ the prime parts of the

meat’; and on ‘my mentiening it to them, there was fo
much clanthip among them, that they preferred making
a prefent of it to Mackachy; to ,fdhng it to me at double
the price for which venifon fells in thofe parts: a2
fufficient proof -of the fingular advanmge which a native
of this country:kas over an Englithman, when at fuck

2 diftance from the Company’s Faories as to depend

entirely on  them for fubfiftence.

T o Think-
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A JOURNEY TO THE
Thinking I had made my flay here long enough, I

gave orders to prepare for our dcparmrc, and as I'had

purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe while we were
at this tent, fo I likewife procured fuch.a ﬁlppiy to
carry wzth us, .as was hkely to laft us to thc Fort.

- Early in the mormng we took a ﬁnal leave of our
oﬁ, and proceeded on our journey homewards. - One
of the ftrangers accompanied us, for which at firft 1
could pot fee his motive; but foon after ourarrival at
the Fagory, I found that the purport of his -vifit was
to be paid for the mcat, faid to be. given- gram' tc
Mackachy while we were at his tent,. The weather
continued very fine, but extremely cold ; and. during this

part of my journey nothing -material- happencd, till we

arrived fafe at Prince. of Wales’s Fort .on' 'the eievcnth |

of December, to my own great mom.ﬁm&cn, and to _

the no fmall furprife of the Governor;. who had ylaceé
great conﬁdence in the abﬂmes ami condu& of
Chawchmahaw S o R

 CHAP,
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Txan&&xom from our arrival at thc Fa&ory, to my leaving

NORTHERN OCEAN

CHAP 11,

s

it again, and during the firftpart of my fecond j journey,
- till 1 had the. misfortune to break the quadrant, -

‘T rmfaa'{m of tk Fa& --Procced on my /Emd Jomc; --A’rnw at

-_ :m!cr the wc«—-a&f onr; _g@ug ness.—Method of Jetting nets sunder the
gce.r--My gxide pro[njéx to flay #ill the geefe began to fly; bis reafons

ceptcd —Pitch oar tent in the beff manner.— Method of pitching <
“tent in winser.~Fifb plentiful for fome time ; grow very fearce; iz
- great want of provifions.e=Manner of employing my time.—My gaids
 killed tvwe deer.—Move 1o fbe place they wwere lying at; there il
. Jeweral mare deer, and ibrec beavers—Soon in want of provifon:
agm.—-Mcnj Indians join wfrom :bc Weftward.—~We begin 16 move
 Zowards the borren grauzd —Adrrite at She-than-nee, and there fi uifer
great @nf for want of proviffons. —{Indians Fill two fJwans and three
- grefe—~Geefe and otber birds of paffage plentiful.—Leave Sbe-than-nec,
and arvive at Beradzone.—One of mycumpanions guns burfis, and fbatters
bis Zeﬂ band. -l.caot Beralzoae, and get on the barren groumd, clear
of all wooa": —ﬁrow away our ﬂedge.r and fnoro fboes.~Fach pcrﬁz:
tabes 6 load on bis back; my part of the Iuggage~Fxpofed 10 many

. bardfbips.~Several dayx without vitiuols—Iadians kil three muff
. oxen, but _for want of firc are obliged to cat the meat raw. = Fine
- weather returns; wake a fire} gffelis of long fafting ; flay a day or iws
' ro @ Jfome meat in the fun.—Proceed to the Northward, and arrize
&tbawbacbaga there find fome tents of Indians—d Northerz

1@»»&1 Keelchies meets us ; fend a letter by bim to the Governor,—
73 ray'a&rox: at Catbatwbachaga ; leave it, and proceed to the Norts-

ﬂaﬂi—Mw fm«l béam.—-—Mj gmtde wot willing 1o proceea ; bis
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A JOURNEY TO0 THE

reafons for ‘it.——Many more Didians join ss~—drrive at Doobaunt
WMW—MW{MMWJM&NMMW
canoes.~No rivers in thofe pasts ina ufefed dxetion for the natives.—
Had nearly boft the guodvant and all the powder.—Some refleitions on
wﬂafxan,adtbecmdm& oflieh&m-—Fmdfbegudmﬂ and
part of the powder.—Olferve for the lafitude~Suadrant broke—
Rgﬁlw?ovm ugmb&fb&ry ‘
DURING my abience From Pnncc of ‘Wales’s
Fort on my former journey, fevesal Nerthern
Indians arrived in great diftrefs gt -the Fadory, end were
for the wie of wur
people at the Fort. One of thofe Indiams caled Ton-
cac-queﬁ: f2id, he had been wery near to the famous
river 1 was engaged to go m quet of. Accordingly
Mr. Norton engaged kish and two other Northern Indians
to accompany me on this fecond atrempt; but to avoid
all idcumbrances as much as poflible, it was thought
advifable aot to take any women®, that the Indians
might have fewer to provide for. 1 would not permit
any Puropean to go with me, but two of -the home-
guard {Southern) Indxan men Were to accompany me as
before. Indeed the Indians, both Northern and Southern,
paid fo little attention to Hbefber snd Merriman oa my

former journey, particularly in times of fcarcity, that 1'was -

determined not to takc them with me.in furure; ﬂxcugn
the former was very defirous to accompany me again,

and was well alcuhtﬂd to encouater the hzrd{hpc of

° Tmswasapropoi‘a}o{zheGmmor‘s,thougkheveﬁkmvecoﬂdm

‘ wm:hom&araﬁiﬁamc,bo:hforhmgmw as ¥l 28 -drefling
fkins for clothing, pitching our teat, getting firing, &c. _ fuch e
. 4 _ {uch
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$och an anderwking. .’Mamnmmqate Bck of foch R
excurfives, wend fo fur from offering his fetvice u fevond  Fammry,
time, - mmumﬂmw that be was once more

wrived i fdfety amvng kis friends; for before he got
masmmemw 4 snoft viokne eokd.

Havmg come to the above refolutions, and finally de-
termnined en: the ataber of imdiang that weze to.accom-
gmy-ae, mmeggmﬁﬁtcd out with a lacge fupply of
ammunition, dnd as many other uftfol articles a8 we
muldmﬁybkc with ws, tepether with 2 fmatl
fample of light srading poads, for prefents vo the indians,

My infirudions on this occalian amommted to @6 more
than an order taproc&dasfa&as poflible 5 and fer my
condu&@ during the journey, I was seferred to :ny former

mﬁru&amofbhﬁnbabth, 1760,
Every thing being in readinels for our departure,
en: the twenty-third of February I began my fecond .

, Joxxrncy, accompanied by thoee, Northern Indians and two
of the home-guard (Southern) dadians. - 1 took particular
ctre, howsver, that Mackachy, xhoughancxceﬂmt hunter,
fiould not be of Our party;, as he had proved himieir
imrmgmyfo:mpumcy aobcaﬁyattfulvxllam

The fhow ar this time was " fo deep on the top of

“the ramparts,,‘tha few of thacaanon were to be feen,
- othawile
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A 1onnwzr TO "THE

stherwife the Governor would, have - faluted me at. my
depazture, a3 before ;. bﬁtmwkmm could not
poffibly be.of any fervice to’ my-cxpidition,- I readily
relinquifhed. cvery thing ofthc»kmd, -aod in leu of
it, the Governor,- efficers, andpeoplc, mﬁﬁcdongxmg
mcthmchm o

Y

A&alcaviugm me mmm wur&m

‘much the fame dire@ion as in my formet journey, till

we arrived at Seal Rivers when, inftead of croffing it, and
wﬂkmgmthcbm'mmndsasb:fom, we followed the
sourfe of the river, except in two particular places, | where
the bends tended fo much to the South, that by cr

two necks of land not more than five or fix miles wide,

axe faved. the walking of near- twenty miles caachtzmc, and

ftill came to thc main rxveragmn. ,

Thc wcnthcr had becn o femarkably boxﬁcmus and
<hangeable, that we were frequently obliged to continue
two or threc nights in the fame place.  To make up for
this inconveniency, deer were fo plentiful for the firft
cight or ten days, - ﬂhtﬁleln&ankaéd as manyaswas
neceffary ; but we were 2ll fo hmvy’la&cn that wecould
not pofhibly take much of the meat with us. ‘Thiis I foon
?crccxved tobe a great evil, which cxpofcd us to fuch fre-
quent inconveniences, that in cafe of not hﬁmg any thing
for three or four days together, wewere in great want of pro-
v;ﬁons we fcldom, howcyé!r, wcnt tobcd cnnrcly [up}mjc&

44 té O
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_till the eighth of March ; when though we had only walked

about eight miles that moming, and expended all the
remainder of the day in hunting, we could not pro.
duce 2 fingle thing at night, not even a partridge! nor
had we difcerned the track of any thing that day, whici:
-was likely to afford us-hopes of better fuccefs in the
morning. This being the cafe, we prepared fome hoock
and lines ready to angle for fifh, as our tent was then b+
the fide of a kake belonging to Seal River, which feemed
by its ﬁmatxon to afford fome profpc& of fuccefs,

- Early in the moming we took down our tent, z2nc
moved about five miles to the Weft by South, to 2 par:
of the lake that feemed more. commodious for fing
than that where we had been the night before. As
foon as we arrived -at this place, forme were immediateix

employed cutting heles in the ice, while others pitchec

the tent, got firewood, &c. ;. after which; for it was
early in the mormng, thofe Who pitched the tent wen:
a huntmg, and- at night one of them returned with

& porcupine, while thofe who were anghng caught "é veral
fine trout, which afforded us a plentiful fupper, and =

Ahad ﬂ)me trifle lcft for brcakfa&

(0

Angﬁng For ﬁﬁ: under the ice in winter re quires nc
~other procefs, than cutting round holes in the ice from
~one to two feet. diameter, and letting down a baited
Book, which ‘is always kept in motion, not cnly to

prevent
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1770:  prevent the water from freezing fo_foos a5 it would do
March if fuffered to remain quite fiill, but becanfe it is found

at the fame time to be a great: means of allucing the Gfhh
to the hole; for it is always obferved that the fith in

thofe parts will take a bait which is- mnmnon, much
fooncrthanoncthaxuatre&.

WO e Roumioln e | R o

p Early in the mmgwe agm putM our mlmg,
and all the forenoon being expended without any fuccefs,
we took down our tent and pitched it again about cight
miles farther to the Weftward, on the fame lake, where

~ we cut morc holes in the ice for angling, and that
zeh. mghtcangh{:fcvmﬂlﬁnc ikc. The next day we meved
about ﬁvcmrkstotthMW&,downaMm
where we pitched our tent; and having fet four fithing
ets, in the courfe of the day we canght many fine fifh,
particulardy pike, trout, tittymeg, amd a coaric kind of
ﬁfhknmmHudfonsBaybyth:mndthy‘ -

Tofctamundcr&cmc,nnﬁr&nm&tyto
afcertain #ts exa& leogth; by firetching it out upon the
ice near the part propofed for fetting it. This being
done, a number ofroundhoksarccutmthcmc, at ten
or twelve feet diftance. from cach other, and as many in
numbc:aswxﬂbcﬁlﬁammﬁ:mhtb nét at its full
length. A lhine is then pafled xmdcr the ice, by means.

’Tthedwmgma}}yaugixtwnhahook and zhcbcﬁnmcfm:xbt,
Jportdsin the nighs; aad if the aight be darX, the berter. -
- S : of
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of along light pole, which is firft introduced atoneof
the end holes, and, by means of .two forked ficks, this
pole iseafily conduded, or paffed from one hgle to-another,
‘under: the ice,-tll -it .ammives at the laft. The pole is
then-taken out, and both ends of the line bemgpropeﬂv
-fecured, ‘is always ready for ufe. - The net is_made faft
to one end of ‘the line byoncpafon, and hauledunder
the ice by = fecond ; a large ftone is tied to cach. of the

lower corners, which. ferves: to keep the.net cxpmdcd, and
prevents it rifing from the bottom with every waft

of -the current. The. “Emopea,ns {fettled - in -Hudfon's

Bay promdnmch in the fame. manncr,,though they in

genc:dtakcmuchmorepmm -but thé above method
faumiquﬁcﬁl%cnt by tht Indums. -

In ozd:r to fcz:ch a net thus fet, the two cnd hmcs_

only are opened ; the line is veered away by one perfon,

an&dxéneshni:dfrmmdﬁ the ice by another ; after
all the fith are taken outy thcnetmaﬁlyluulcdbackto

#s fm&um and&szemredapbcfora

mwmm&dymaﬁdmamn&
fupply of £k,  my guide propofed-to flay here. till the
geefe -began- to-fly; which in thofe Nerthern - parts is
feldom - before- the  middle’. of-May.' - His. reafons. for fo

. doing feemied - well formded. = 74 The weather, he .fid,

< jg atﬁmmtoocol&towdkmthebama,
¢ grounds,mdthcwcodafmwthxs partlggl fo much
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A JOURNEY TO THE

9 to the Weftwird, that were we to continue travelling
“mtnymktsbkﬁ:&tct our courfe would not be
€ better than Weft South Weft, which would only be
* going out of our way; whereas, if we fhould remain
% here till the weather permit us to watk due North,
“omthe!mrengrmmda, we {hall then in one monthk
gttfnrthammwdmow}wmy, than if we
' were to continue tra all the remainder of the
“‘winterinthefweep_ofthewoods.”

Thefe reafons appeared to me very judicious, and as the
s}&n feemed likely to be attended with little trouble, it
met with my entire apptob&taoa ‘Thar being the cafe,
we took additional pains ia building our tent, and made
it as commodious as the materials. and fituation would

To itcfxml’némﬁs tenit in winter, xtuﬁrﬁncce{?'m
=% m&x for u-level piece of dry ground ; which cannot
xafwmndbﬁtbythr&(haga fick - through the fnow

down to the ground, all over the propofed part. When
a converietit fpot fs found, the fnow i then cleared away
in a circulsr form te the very mofs; a.ndwhcnztxsgm'
pofed to rewain more-than a night or two in one place, the
mmofs Is alfo cut up and removed; as it is very lizble when
dry to tuke fire;- ind occafion-much trouble to the inha-
bitants, A quaatity of poles are then procured, which are
generally propartioned both int number and length to the

6 fize
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fize of the tent cloth, and the sumber of perfons it is in-

3
3770,

tended to contain. If one of the palss fhould noc happen ~Mwcs.

mbew,modthemmctﬂmhumm:op,
then raifed erelt, and bmts or Jowes cpsds gxtended
as wide s the propo of the teat; the other
pdcsmm&twdanmid:&amftommh
ather, and in fush erder, that their Jower ends forma
complete cicle, which gives bousdarics 1o the tent on
all fides: the: tent cloth is shen faftcacd e 2 light pole,
which fs always saifed up ead put round the poles from
the weather fude; fo Shas the two sdges that Jap over and
form the door arc always to the leeward. It muft be
 upderfiopd that this methed is only jn uk when the
Todians e moving Som place to place every day; for
when they intend to conGaue any time ig ong place, they
dmsmﬁcémoftwmtmﬁmthc&uth

Tﬁe{cstdet;hﬁyfuauy of;hsMoqklmlm dreffed
and made by the [odians, angd in fhape it ngarly refembles
a fas-mownt iaverted ; fo that when the |

&ciOhihcbpmmpfthepgbibF one is
always fufficient to cover the top; cxcept 3. “hole,- which

deﬁ,gnedly et aBe& £0 ,{'ervc the doublc purpoi'c of

| ”‘hc ﬁie;sdwzys madwn the groundsa the ccatcr,_

and the remajnder of. the foor, or botram. of - th; tent,
covcrcd all over with {mall branches of thé pine trce,
D 2 which

- -
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A JOURNEY TO THE

which ferve “both for feats and beds.. A :quantity -of
pmctopsandbra.nch&mlmdroundthebottomof
the  poles “on “the "outfide, ‘over which .the .cves of the
tenit*is ftaked down; ‘a quantity of fnow is:then packed
over all, whxchcxcludesgrcatpartoftbcenanalw,
and contributes greatly ‘to the “warmth within. The
*cnthcmdcfmbedufuchasumadeufeofbythe
Southern Indians, and the fame with which I was “fur-
nithed at the Fadory ; for that made ufe of by the North-
ern Indians is made of different materials, and is of 2
quite dxﬁ'erent ﬂ:apc, ékﬂzaﬂ be deferibed - hera&er

' Theﬁtuauonofourtent at’ thzsnme wastmlypia.
fant, partxcularlyforafpnngm’xdcncc being on- - fmall
clevated point, which comrmeanded an extenfive profpect
over a large lake,  the fhores of which -abounded with
wood of different kmds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and
poplar; and in ‘many places was beautifully contrafted
thhévanctyofhghhdls that[hcwcdthe:rfnowy
fammits “above the ‘talleft wodds. © About two hundred
yards fropd ;the ‘tent was a fall,” or repid, ‘ which the

fwiftnefs of the current prevents from freezing in the
coldéft ‘winters. At the bottom of this fall;. which

empties itfelf into the above lake, ‘was a fine: fheet of
opcnwatancaxamﬂcmlength,andatlmﬁhazfa :
mile in breadth; by the margin of which we had cur
Amgnctafct al!mopmvxew"rom:bctmt

The
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“The mnmgpartofthumonthpaﬂbdonthhou
any interruption, or material occurrence, to “difturb our
repofe, ‘worth  relating ;' -ofyr- fithing: nets- provided us
with -daily food,mddlelndlaashadtoomuch phile-
fophy ahout them to give themfelves much addmmz_
trouble; - for dufing the-whole time not one of them
M&M&ramdggwmythng elfe whick
cmldyxeldachange ofdact -

,/

As thc tnnc may:now b¢ fuppofed to have lain heavr
on my lands, it may-mot be.improper to inform tae
reader how 1 employed. it.- - In. the firft place, I e
braced every favourable - opportunity .of . obfezvi :::3
lantudeoftheplace the mean of which was 38° 2¢&

“ North;-and the longitide by account was - 5° 37
Weﬂ, from Prince. of Walet’s: Fort. I them W
my reckoning from my laft ebfervation; brought

my journal, and -filled up my chart, Gotheglaoeox our |

refidence. - I bile . aH'ofomgtraps, and caught 2. few
martins ; . andbywayofﬁvmgmynmunmnon, {et forme
fnares for partridges. ' The former is pesformed- by means
of a few logs, fo atranged that when the. martin attempts
to take away the’ bait: laid - for " hifny. he with very little
- firuggle pulls down a fmall’ peft: that fapports the whoie
weight of the trap ;- wheny if the animal be not killed
bytlxwughtofthclogs,hémeonﬁnednﬁnem
frozen to death, or killed bythelnm&rgmngms

"‘!H‘
& =
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To inare partridges ttqmtci to other procels’ than
making & few little acrofs g creck, or ‘a few {hort
hedges projeding at right argles from the-fide-of an ifland
of willows, which thofe birds aré . fouad to frequent:
chcra!opemngsmuﬁbek&maobhudga,wa&nnthc
birds to pafs through; and in-each of ‘thein u fnare muft
be fet; fo thiat wheén &Mﬂg&ﬁehppmgdmg&m
edge o‘ the willows to feed, which' it tvele whuel cullom,
fome of them foon get into the {nares, where they are
«ouf'meatxﬂtbcyax’eta‘kmout I have caught -from
*hmtotcnpartn@amadﬁy%ythuﬁ@k contti-
vancey whxdafcqnmmfar&etmdmcedm g@og
unﬁ& them m@t and mem:ng -

I havea?mdyobfervedﬂutnatbag mecmii\aypemd
to- difturb our repofe till the fisk of - April, ‘wehen: to our

great furprife the fifhing nets did not afford us 2 fingie
&h. Though fomcefthcpnce@@&h&bm
pretty foccehiful, yet my ylike true fudizas;
feldom went to Tleep tll tﬁejhdjdemo!d thc;mzm’
zvery arficle of previfion. Asmothing was to be caught
in the mnets, we all -went out to smgle ; bat in this we
were equally unficaefiful, 2s we could . aot procare ‘one

b the whele day. "This fuddes change of circamfiances
alarmted one of my commpanions fo much, that he began
*othmkofmmmgthcufcofhxsgﬂn,zﬁuﬁwng
..zé}zbyfcrawamonth.

 Ealy
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Eadymthcmommgwe.am& when my guide Con- 1770
nc-c-qucfe went a hunting, and the ref attended the nets — ApaL
-~ -and-hooks pesr home ; but.ell with fuch bad fuccefs, that '
we coyld not mmghmogeday;pfmretwomen
for a {uppes. This, inftcad of awakeming the reft of
Wy companions, -fent them to fleep; and fcarcely any
of them had the prudence to look at the fithing nets,
though they were not mese than two or three hundred
| yards from the tent door. . -

My gmd: who was a ﬁudy man, and an excellent
lnmtcr, having for many years. been accuftomed to pro-
vide for a large: family, feomed by far the moft -
duftrious of all my crew ; be clofely purfued his hunt-
ing- for feveral days, and: fe}dm reeurned to the tent till
after dark; while thofe at th&tmyaﬁd mo& ofthcu: |

txmcm fmdungamlﬁecpmg

. cheral days paﬂ'od thhout any ﬁgns of tchcf till
the 1oth, when my guide continued out longer than ordi-  ou.
naxy, whchmdcmconp&xmdmhchadmthh '
fcangers, or feen fumé deer, or othier game, which occa-
fiened .his: delay. We all therefore lay down to {lecp,
having had but Little refrefoment for the three preceding:

_daysy except:a pipe of tobacco and a draught of water;

- cven partridges: had bedeme {o dcarce that not one was
to be got; the heavy thaws had driven them all out
towards the barren: grdund:. Ab(mt mn{mght, to our
IR T i SN ‘ gmt '
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s770.  great joy, ‘our huiter. drived, dnd ‘brought with him
"';;f’thcbioodmdﬁagmmmofmammtbehzd
killed. . This anexpedted-fuccefs’ foqn‘vxwfe&-the Aleepers,

- who, in an inflant, were bufily-émployed ‘in ‘cooking a

large kettle of - Broth, made with:the bloed, and-fome fat
andfmpaofmeatﬂmdhall boiled i€ This might -
bcrcckoned&daatydxfhatwytxme; -bwt - was more
particulaily o in our prefenit aim’d’t ﬁmiM bandmon _

After’ partaking of this rcfrcﬂlment, we tc{'umed our
reft, and early in thcmommgfetoutmabodyfor the
place where the deer. were: lying:: ~As .we intended: to
make our ftay but fhort, we-left our tent: Randing, con-
taining ‘all -our baggage. :On.our arrival .at the place
.-, of deftination, fome were immediately emploped in.mak-
mgahutorbatmcadothhpunngpmcm,whdc
one man fkinned the deer, the:remainder wenta hunting,’
andmthca&anoonre&mcdtothehut,aﬁ:crhanng '
xzﬂcdtwodecr - _ -

chaaldaysmnovfpm:aiaﬁmand glut-
tonys during which the Indiens. killed -five- more “deer
and ‘three” finc. beavers; finding. at. laft, -however, “thar
there was little profped of procuring: cither more deer
or beavers, we determined to return- to-our teat, with
;hcrcmmmofwbﬂtweha&abudy,obmad. o

The fefh of thefe deer, wnmdmem
zmgh: wrxth fxugahty have {ferved our fmall number, (being
g
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only fix). for fome time; but my companions, like other

o In&xanrfaﬁed day and night while it lafted; and were

. fo indoleat and unthinking, as not to attend properly to the
&Mg-nets ; fo that many finc fith, which had becn en-
tangled in the nets, were entirely {poiled, and in about
twelve or fourteen days we were nmrly in as grmt diftres
for prowifions as ever.

During the’ courfe of our long iﬁa&ivity, Saw-{op-o-

kithac, commonly called Soffop, my principal Southern

Indian, as he was cutting fome birch for {poons, difhes,
and other neceflary houfehold furniture, had the misfortune
to cut his leg in fuch a manner as to be incapable of walk-
ing; and the other Southern Indian, though a much
younger man, was fo indolent as not to be of any fervice
to me, except hauling past of our luggage, and eating up

part of the provifions which had been provided by the

more mduﬁnous part of my compamons

- On thc twcnty-fcmrth carly in the day, a great body
- of Indians was feen to the South Weft, on the large lake
by the fide of which our tent ftood.. On their arrival at
our tent we difcovered them to be the wives and . families
of the Northern Indian goofe-hunters, who were gone to
Prince of Wales's Fort to attend the feafon. They were
bound toward the barren ground, there to wait the re-
turn of their hufbands and relations from the Fort, after
thc termination of the: goofeJcaﬁm

E 'My.
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A JOURNEY TO THE

. My guide havmg for fome days paft dctermmcd to .

move toward the barren ground, this morning we took
down our tent, packcd up our luggage, and proceeded
to the Eaftward in' the fame track we came; but Soflop
being fo lame as to be obliged to be hauled on a {ledge,
I eafily prevailed on two of the Indians who had joined
us on the 24th, and who were purfumg the fame road,
to perform this fcmcc for him,

Afrer two days good walking in our old track, we ar-
rived at a part of Seal River called She-than-nee, where
we pitched our tent and fet both our fithing-nets, intend-
ing to ftay there till the geefe began to fly.  Though we
had feen feveral fwans and fome geefe flying to the North-
ward, it was the thirteenth of May before we could
procure any. On that day the Indians killed two fwans
and three geefe! This in fome- meafure alleviated our
diftrefs, which at that time was very great; having had
no other fubfiftence for five or fix days, than a few cran-
berries, that we gathcrcd from the dry ridges where the
fnow was thawed away in fpots; for though- we fet our
fifhing-nets in the bcPc judged places; and-angled at every
part that was likely to afford fuccefs, we only caught
three {mall fith durmg the whole time. Many of the
Northern Indians, who had joined us on the 24th of
April, remained in our company for fome time; and

though I well knew they had had a_plentiful winter, .

and had then good ftocks of dried meat by them, and

- WEIC
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were alfo -acquainted with. our. diftrefs, they never Agave

e or my Southern companions the leaft fupply, although

“they had in fecret amply provxdcd fcr our Northern

gmdes

By the nineteenth, the geefe, fwans, ducks, gulls, and
other birds of paflage, were fo plentiful, that we killed every
day as many as were fufficient for our fupport ; and having
ftopped -a few days to recruit our fpirits after fo long a
faft, on the twenty-third we began once more to proceed
toward the barren ground. Soffop having now perfedly
recovered from his late misfortune, every thing feemed to
have a favourable appearance; efpecially as my crew had
been augmented to twelve perfons, by the addition of one
of my guxdc s wives, and five others, whom I had engaged
to affift in carrying our luggage ; and I well knew, from
the feafon of the year, that hauling would foon be at an
end for thc fummcr | ,

The thaws havmg been by this time fo great as to ren-

der travelling in the woods almoft impra&icable, we con-
tinued our courfe to the Eaft on Seal River, about fixteen
miles farther, when we came to a fmall river, and 2
ﬁnng of lakes conne@ed Wlth it, that tended to the
North

Thc Wmthcr for fome t:mc was rcmarkablv fine acd

 pleafant.  Game of all kinds_ was cxcccdzngiy pleatiful,
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A JOURNEY TO THE

and we continued our courfe to the Northward on the
above river and lakes till the firft of June, when we ae-
rived at a place called Beralzone. ' In our way thither,

befide killing more geefe than was neceflary, we fhot
two deer. One of my companions had now the misfor-
tune to fhatter his hand very much by the burfting of a
gun; but as no bones were broken, I bound up the
wound, and with the affiftance of fome of Turlington’s
drops, yellow bafilicon, &c. which I had with'me, foon

reftored the ufe of his hand ; fo that in avery fhort time
he feemed to be out of all danger.

After ftopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry a little
venifon and a few geefe, we again proceeded to the North-
ward on the barren ground ; for on our lav’mg this place
we {oon got clear of all thc‘woods :

The fnow was by this time fo foft as to render walking
in fnow-fhoes very laborious ; and though the ground was

S . . J e
. d {3 i 'A"m H ~',*~Nr4!'c$:‘
o e T e
v . et
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bare in many places, yet at tlmcs, and in partieular places,

the {fnow-drifts were fo deep, that we could not poffibly
do without them. By the fixth, however, ‘the thaws were
fo general, and the fnows fo much melted, that as our
fnow-fhoes were attended with more trouble than fervice,
we all confented to throw them away. " Till the tenth,
our fledges proved ferviceable, particularly in croffing lakes

and "po_nds;on the ice; but that mode of travclling now

growing dangerous on account. of the great thaws, we
3 | - determined
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determined to throty away out fledges, and every one to take
a load on his back.

| This T found to be much harder work than the winter
carriage, as niy part of the luggage confifted of the fol-

- lowlhg articles, viz. the quadrant and its ftand, a trunk

contifring books, papers, &c. a land-compafs, and a large
bag containing all my wearing apparel ; alfo a hatchet,
knives, files, &c. befide feveral fmall articles, intended
for prefents to the natives. The aukwardnefs of my load,
added to its great weight, which was upward of fixty
pounds, and the exceffive heat of the weather; rendered
walking the moft laborious tafk I had ever encountered ;

and what confiderably increafed the hardfhip, was the bad--

nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodging, being, on
account of the want of proper tents, expofed to the utmoft
feverity of the weather. The tent we had with us was not
only too large, and unfit for barren ground. fervice, where
no poles were to be got, but we had been obliged to cut
it up for fhoes, and each perfon carried his own fhare.
Indeed my guide behaved both negligently and ungene-
roufly on this occafion; as he never made me, or my
Southern Indians, acquainted with the nature of pitching
tents on the barren ground; which had he done, we
could eafily have procured a fet of poles before we left the

‘woods. He took care, however, to procure a fet for him-

felf and his wife; and when the tent was divided, though
he made fhift to get a piece large enough to ferve him for

- a com-

-
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A JOURNEY TO THE

a complete little tent, he never atked me or my Southern
Indiags-to put our heads into it.

Befide the inconvenience of being cxpofcd to the open
air, night and day, in all weathers, we experienced real
diftrefs from the want of viGuals. When provifions were
procured, it often happened that we could not make a
fire, fo that we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw ;
which at firft, in the article of fith particularly, was as
little relithed by my Southern companions as myfelf.

Notwithftanding thefe accumulated and complicated
hardfhips, we continued in perfe& health and good fpirits;
and my guide, though a perfe& niggard of his provifiors,
efpecially in times of fcarcity, gave us the ftrongeft af-
furance of {foon arriving at a plentiful country, which
would not only afford us a certain fupply of provifions,
but where we fhould meet with other Indians, who pro-
bably would be willing to carry part of our luggage
This news naturally gave us great confolation; for at that
time the weight of our conftant loads was fo great, that
when Providence threw any thing in cur way, we could
not carry above two days provifions with us, which

indeed was the chief reafon of our being fo frcquently

In want.

From the twentieth to the twenty-third we walked

every day near twenty miles, without any other fubfiftence

than
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than a ptpe of tobacco, and a drink of water when we
plcafcd . even partridges and gulls, which fome time before
were in great plenty,. and:cafily procured, were now fo
fcarce and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and as to
gecfc, ducks, &c. they had all ﬂown to thc Northward
to breed and molt. . S

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, we fet cut as
ufual, but had notwalked above feven or cight miles be-
fore we {aw three mufk-oxen grazing by the fide of a fmall
lake. The Indians immediately went in purfuit of them;
and as fome of them were cxpert hunters, they foon killed
the whole of them. This was no doubt very fortunate;
but, to our great mortification, before we-could get one
of them. fkinned, fuch a fall of rain came on, as to put
it quite.out of our power to make a fire ; which, even in
the fineft weather, could only be made of mofs, as we
were near an hundred  miles from any woods. This was
poor comfort for people who had not broke their faft for

four or five days. Neceflity, however, has no law; and

having been before initiated into the method of eating

raw meat, we were the better prepared for. this repaft:
but this was . by no means fo well relithed, either by me
or the:Southern Indians, as either raw venifon or raw fith

had been: for the flefh of the mufk-ox is not only coarfe

and’ tough; ‘but fmells-and taftes fo firong of mufk as to
make it very dxfagrecablc when raw, thwgh it is tolerable

~ eating when properly cooked. The weather continued fo

. remark-
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remarkably bad, accompanied with conftant heavy rain,
fnow, and fleet, and our neceflities were fo great by
the time the weather permitted us to make a fire, that we
had nearly eat to the amount of one buffalo guite raw,

Notwithftanding I muftcred up all my philofophy on
this occafion, yet I muft confefs that my f{pirits began
to fail me. Indeed our other misfortunes were greatly
aggravated by the inclemency of the weather, which was
not only cold, but fo very wet that for near three days
and nights I had not one dry thread about me. When
the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though it was
only of mofs, as I have already obferved; and having
got my cloaths dry, all things feemed likely to go on in
the old channel, though that was indifferent enough ; but
I endeavoured, likea failor after a ftorm, to forget paft

misfortuncs.

None of our natural wants, if we except thirft, are fo
diftrefling, or hard to endure, as hunger; and in wan-
dering fituations, like that which I now cxperienced, the
hardfhip is greatly aggravated by the uncertainty with re-
fpe& to its duration, and the means moft proper to be
ufed to remove it, as well as by the labour and fatigue we
muft neceffarily undergo for that purpofe, and the difap-
pointments which too frequently fruftrate our beft con-

certed plans and moft ftrenuous exertions: it not only -

. .
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enfeebles the body, but deprefles the fpirits, in fpite of
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every effort to prevent it.  Befides, for want of a&ion, the
ftomach fo far lofes its digeftive powers, that after long faft-
ing it refumes its officc with pain and relu@ance.  During
this journcy I have too frequently experienced the dread-
ful effe@s of this calamity, and more than once been re-
duced to fo low a ftate by hungcr and fatigue, that when
Providence threw any thing in my way, my ftomach has
fcarcely been able to retain more than two or three ounces,
without producing the moft oppreflive pam Another

dxfagrecablcc&rcumﬁamc of long fafting is, the extreme
difficulty and pain attending the natural evacuations for
the firft time; and which is fo dreadful, that of it none

but thofe who have experienced can have an adequate
idea.

To record in detail each day’s fare fince the com-
mencement of this journey, would be little more than a
dull repctmon of the fame occurrences. A fufhicient
idea of it may be given in a few wards, by obferving
that it may juftly be faid to have been either all feaft-
ing, or all famine: fometimes we had too much, feldom
juft enough, frequently too little, and often none at all.
It will be only neceffary to fay that we have fafted many
times two whole days and nights; twice upwards of
three days ; and once, while at She-than-nee, near {even
days, during which we tafted not a mouthful of any
thing, except a few cranberries, water, fcraps of old
leather, and burnt bones. On thofe preﬂin occafions I

have frequcntly feen the Indians examine their wardrobe,
| F | which
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which confifted chiefly of fkin-clothing, and confider
what part could beft be fpared ; fometimes a piece of an
old, half-rotten deer fkin, and at others a pair of old
thoes, were facrificed to alleviate extreme hunger. The
relation of fuch uncommon hardfhips may perhaps gain
little credit in Europe; while thofe who are converfant
with the hiftory of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are thoroughly
acquainted with the diftrefs which the natives of the
country about it frequently endure, may confider them as
no more than the common ‘occurrences of an Indian life,
in which they are frcqucntly driven to the neceffity of

eating one another *.
Knowing

* It is the general opinion of the Southern Indians, that when any of their
tribe have been driven to the ncccmty of cating human fleth, they become fo
fond of it, that no perfon is fafe in their company. And though it is well
known they are never guilty of making this horrid repaft but when driven
it by neceffity, yet thofe who have made it are not only thunned, but fo uni-
verfally detefted by all who know them, that no Indians will tent with them,
and they are frequently murdered flily. 1 have feen feveral of thofe poor
wretches who, unfortunately for them, have come under the above defcrip-
tion, and though they were perfons much efteemed before hunger had driven
them to this a&, were afterward fo univerfally defpifed and negleted, that a
fmile never graced their countenances: deep melancholy has been feated on
their brows, while the eye moft expreflively fpoke the dictates of the heart,
and feemed to fay, « Why do you defpife me for my misfortunes ? the period
““ is prabably not far diftant, when you may be driven to the like neceffity !

In the Spring of the year 1775, when I was building Cumberland Houle,
an Indian, whofe name was Wapoos, came to the fettlement, at a time when
fifteen tents of Indians were on the plantations: they cxamined him very
minutely, and found he had come z confiderable way by himfelf, without a
gun, or ammunition. This made many of them conjecture he had met with,
and kilied, fome perfon by the way; and this was the more eafily credited,

from
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Knowing that our conftant loads would not permit us
to carry much provifions with us, we agreed to continue
a day or two to refrefh ourfelves, and to dry a little meat
in the fun, as it thereby not only becomes more portable,
but is always ready for ufe. On the twenty-fixth, all
that remained of the mufk-ox fleth being properly
dried and fit for carriage, we began to proceed on our
Journey Northward, and on the thirtieth of June arrived
at a fmall river, called Cathawhachaga, which empties
itfelf into a large lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or White
Snow Lake. Here we found feveral tents of Northern
Indians, who had been fome time employed fpearing deer
in their canoes, as they croffed the above mentioned little
river. Here alfo we met a Northern Indian Leader, or
Captain, called Keelthies, and a fmall party of his crew,
who were bound to Prince of Wales’s. Fort, with furs

from the care he took to conceal a bag of provifions, which he had broughe
with him, in a lofty pine-tree near the houfe.

Being a ftranger, 1 invited him in, though I faw he had nothing for trade ;
and during that interview, fome of the Indian women examined his bag, and
gave it as their opinion that the meat it contained was human fleth: in con-
fequence, it was not without the interference of fome principal Indians,
whofe liberality of fentiment was more extenfive than that in the others,
the poor creature faved his life. " Many of the men cleaned and loaded
their guns ; others had their bows and arrows ready ; and even the women

took poffeffion of the hatchets, to kill this poor inoffenfive wretch, for no

crime but that of travelling about two hundred miles by himfelf, uraffited
by firc-arms for fupport in his journey.
F 2 ~ and
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1770. and other commodities for trade. When Keclfhies: was
“Jwy.~  made acquainted with the intent of my journey, he readily
offered his fervice to bring me any thing from the Fa&ory
that we were likely to fland in nced of ; and though we
were then in latitude 63° 4" North, and longitude 7° 12’
Weft from Churchill, yet he promifed to join us again, at
a place appointed by my guide, by the fetting in of the
Winter. In confequence of this offer, I looked over our
ammunition and other articles; and finding that a little
powder, fhot, tobacco, and a few knives, were likely to
be of fetvice before the journey could be completed, I
determined to fend a letter to the governor of Prince of
Wales’s Fort, to advife him of my fituation, and to defire
him to fend by the bearer a certain quantity of the above
articles; on which Keelfhies and his crew proceeded on
their journey for the Fa&ory the fame day.

Cathawhachaga was the only river we had feen fince the
breaking up of the ice that we could not ford ; and as
we had hot any canoes with us, we were obliged to get
ferried acrofs by the ftrange Indians. When we ar-
rived on the North fide of this tiver, where the Indians
refided, my guide propofed to ftop fome time, to dry and
pound fome meat to take with us; to which I readily con-
fented. We alfo fet our fithing-nets, and caught a con-
fiderable quantity of very fine fith; fuch as tittemeg,
barble, &c.

The
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The number of deer which crofied Cathawhachaga,
during our ftay there, wus by no means equal to our ex-
pecations, and no more than juft fufficient to fupply our
prefent wants ; fo that after waiting feveral days in fruit-
lefs expe@ation, we began to prepare for moving; and
accordingly, on the fixth of July, we fet out, though
we had not at that time as much victuals belonging to
our company as would furnifh us a fupper. During our
ftay here, we had each day got as much fith or flefh as was
fufficient for prefent expenditure ; but, being in hopes
of better times, faved none,

Before we left Cathawhachaga, I made feveral obfervations
for the latitude, and found it to be 63° 4’ North. I alfo
“brought up my journal, and filled up my chart to that
time. Every thing being now ready for our departure,
my guide informed me that in a few days a canoe would
be abfolutely neceflary, to enable us to crofs fome unford-
able rivers which we fhould meet, and could not avoid.
- This induced me to purchafe one at the eafy rate of a
fingle knife, the full value of which did not exceed one
penny. It muft be obferved, that the man who fold the
canoe had no farther occafion for it, and was glad to take
what he could get; but had he been thoroughly ac-
quainted with our neceflities, he moft affuredly would
have had the confcience to have afked goods to the amount

of ten beaver fkins at leafl.

7 This
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This additional piece of luggage obliged me to engage

another Indian ; and we were lucky enough at that time
to meet with a poor forlorn fellow, who was fond of the
office, having never been in a much better ftate than that
of a beaft of burthen. Thus, provided with a canoe, and
a man to carry it, we left Cathawhachaga, as has been
obferved, on the fixth of July, and continued our courfe
to the North by Weft, and North North Weft; and that
night put up by the fide of a fmall bay of White Snow
Lake, where we angled, and caught feveral fine trout,
fome of which weighed not lefs than fourteen or fixteen
pounds. In the night heavy rain came on, which con-
tinued three days; but the ninth proving fine weather,
and the fun difplaying his beams very powerfully, we
dried our clothes, and proceeded to the Northward. To-
ward the evening, however, it began again to rain fo ex-
ceffively, that it was with much difficulty we kept our
powder and books dry.

On the feventeenth, we faw many mufk-oxen, feveral of
which the Indians killed ; when we agreed to ftay here a
day or two, to dry and pound * fome of the carcafes to take
with us. The fleth of any animal, when it is thus pre-
pared, is not only hearty food, but is always ready for

* To prepare meat in this manner, it requires no farther operation than
cutting the lean parts of the animal into thin flices, and drying it in the fun, or .
by a flow fire, till, after beating it between two ftones, it is reduced to a coarfe

powdcr.
ufe,
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ufe, and at the fame time very portable. In moft parts
of Hudfon’s Bay it is known by the name of Thew-hagon,
but amongft the Northern Indians it is called Achees.

Having prepared as much dried fleth as we could tran{-
port, we proceeded to the Northward ; and at our de-
parture left a great quantity of meat behind us, which
we could neither eat nor carry away. This was not
the firft time we had fo done; and however wafteful
it may appear, it is a pradice fo common among all the
Indian tribes, as to be thought nothing of. On the
twenty-fecond, we met feveral ftrangers, whom we joined
in purfuit of the deer, &c. which were at this time fo
plentiful, that we got ‘every day a fuficient number for
our fupport, and indeed too frequently killed feveral
merely for the tongues, marrow, and fat. -

After we had been fome time in company with thofe
Indians, I found that my guide feemed to hefitate about
proceeding any farther; and that he kept pitching his tent
backward and forward, from place to place, after the
deer, and thereft of the Indians. On my afking him his
reafon for fo doing; he anfwered, that as the year was
tco far advanced to admit of our arrival at the Copper-
mine River that Summer, he thought it more advifable
to pafs the Winter with fome of the Indidns then in com-
pany, and alleged that there could be no fear of our ar-

~ riving at that river early in the Summer of one thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy-one. As I could not
' pretend

o
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pretend to contradi@& him, I was entirely reconciled to
his propofal; and accordingly we kept moving to the
Weftward with the other Indians. In a few days, many
others joined us from different quarters; fo that by the
thirtieth of July we had in all above {eventy tents, which
did not contain lefs than fix hundred perfons.  Indeed
our encampment at night had the appearance of a fmall
town; and in the morning, when we began to move,
the whole ground (at leaft for a large {pace all round)
feemed to be alive, with men, wonien, children, and
dogs. Though the land was entircly barren, and deftitute
of every kind of herbage, except with-a~capucca® and
mofs, yet the deer were fo numerous that the Indians
not only killed as many as were fufficient for our large
mumber, but often {feveral merely for the fkins, marrow,
&c. and left the carcafes to rot, or to be devoured by the
wolves, foxes, and other beafts of prey.

In our way to the Weftward we came to feveral rivers,
which, though fmall and of no nate, were fo deep as
not to be fordable, particularly Doo-baunt River +. On
thofe occafions only, we had recourfe to our canoe, which,
though of the comman fize, was too fmall to carry more

* With-a-capucca is the name given by the natives to a plant which is found
all over the country bordering on Hudfdn’s Bay ; and an infufion of it is ufcd
as tea by all the Europeans fettled in that country.

+ This river, as well ay all others deferving that sppellation which I
crofied during this part of ‘my journey, ran to the Eaft and North Eaft; and
both them and the lakes were perfeétly. freth, and inhabited by fifh that are
well known never to frequent falt water,

| than
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than two perfons; one of whom always lies down at full:

length for fear of making the canoe top-heavy, and the
other fits on his heels and paddles. This method of fer-
rying over rivers, though tedious, is the moft expeditious
way thefe poor people can coatrive; for they are fome-
times obliged to carry their canoes one hundred and fifty,
or two hundred miles, without having occafion to make
ufe of them'; yet at times they cannot do without them;

* and were they pot very fmall and portable, it would be

impoffible for one man to carry them, which they are
often obliged to do, not only the diftance above mentioned,
but even the whole Summer. o

The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to carry my
canoe proving too weak for the tafk, another of my crew
was obliged to exchange loads with him, which feemed
perfecly agreeable to all parties; and as we walked but
fhort days journies, and deer were very plentiful, ail
things went on very fmoothly. Nothing material happened
till the cighth, when we were near lofing the quadrant and

edolel
177

~

Augult

all our powder from the following circumftance : the fellow

who had been releafed from carrying the canoe proving
too weak, as hath been already obferved, had, after the
cxchange, nothing to ecarry but my powder and his own
trifles; the latter were indeed very ii:conﬁgicrable, not equai
in fize and weight to a foldier’s knapfack. As I intended

to have a little fport with the decr, and knowing his load

to be much lighter than mine, 1 gave him the quadrant
p 4
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and ftand to carry, which he took without the leaft hefi-
tation, or feeming ill-will. Having thus eafed myfelf for
the prefent of a heavy and cumberfome part of my load,
I fet out early in the morning with fome of the Indian
men ; and after walking about eight or nine miles, faw,
from the top of a high hill, a great number of deer feed-
ing in a neighbouring valley ; on which we laid down our
loads and ere@ed a flag, as a fignal for the others to pxtch
their tents there for the night.” We then purfued our hunt-
ing, which proved very fuccefsful. At night, however,

‘when we came to the hill where we had left our baggage,

I found that only part of the Indians had arrived, and
that the man who had been entrufted with my powder and

quadrant, had fet off another way, with a {mall party of

Indians that had been in our company that morning.

~ The evening being far advanced, we were obliged to defer

going in fearch of him till the morning, and as his track
could not be eafily difcovered in the Summer, the South-
ern Indians, as well as myfclfﬂ were very uneafy, fearing
we had loft the powder, which was to provide us with
food and raiment the remainder of our journey. The very

uncourteous bchqwour of the Northern Indians then in
- company, gave njc little hopes of recclvmg afliftance from

them, any longer than I had wherewithal to reward them
for their trouble and expence ; for during the whole time
I had been with them, notvone of them had offered to give
me the leaft morfel of viGtuals, without afking fomething in

exchangc, which, in general, was three times the value of
what
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what they could have got for the fame articles, had they car-
ried them to the Fa&ory, though feveral hundred m1lcs

diftant.

So inconfiderate were thofe people, “that wherever they
met me, they always expe@ed that I had a great affortment
of goods to relieve their neceflities ; as if I had brought
the Company’s warehoufe with me. Some of them wanted
guns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work, and tobacco;
many were folicitous for medicine ; and others prefled me
for different articles of clothing : but when they found
I had nothing to {pare, except a few nick-nacks and gew -
gaws, they made no fcruple of pronouncing me a ¢¢ poor

¢ fervant, noways like the Governor at the Fa&ory, who,

‘ they faid, they never faw, but he gave them jomething
¢ ufeful.” It is {carcely poflible to conceive any peogple
fo void of common underftanding, as to think that the

fole intent of my undertaking this fatiguing journcy, was -

to carry a large affortment of ufeful and heavy implements,
to give to all that ftood in need of them; but many of
them would atk me for what they wanted with the fame
freedom, and apparently with the fame hopes of fuccefs,
as if they had been at one of the Company’s Factories.
Others, with an air of more generofity, offered me furs

to trade with at the fame ftandard as at the Fa&ory; with-

out confidering how unlikely‘ it was that I fhould increale
the enormous weight of my load with articles which could
be of no more ufe to me in my prefmt fituation than they

were to themfelves.
: G2 . - This

43

1770.

Auguit.



44

1770,

Auguft.

A JOURNEY TO THE

This unaccountable behaviour of the Indians occafioned
much {ferious refleGion on my part; as it thewed plainly
how little I had to expe& if I fhould, by any accident,
be reduced to the neceflity of dependmg upon them for
fuppert ; {o that, though I laid me down to reft, fleep
was a ftranger to me that night. The following beau-
tiful lines of Dr. Young I rcpeated above an hundred

times :

s¢ Tired Nature’s fweet reftorer, balmy Sleep;

¢« He, like the world, his ready vifit pays

« Where fortune fmiles; the wretched he forfakes :

« Swift on his downy pinions flies from woe,

« And lights on lids uafully’d with atear.”  NicuT THOUGHTS.

After pafling the night in this melancholy manner, I
got up at day-break, and, with the two Southern Indians,
fet: out m queft of our deferter. Many hours elapfed
in fruitlefs fearch after him, as we could not difcover
a fingle track in the dire@ion which we were informed he
had taken. The day being almoft {pent without the leaft
appearance of fuccefs, I propofed repairing to the place
where I had delivered the quadrant to him, in hopes of
feeing fome track in the mofs that might lead to the way
the. Indians were gone whom.our deferter had accom-
panied. On our arrival at that place, we found they had
ftruck down toward a little river which they had croffed
the morning before; and there, to our great joy, we found
the quadrant and the big of powder lying on the top of a
high ftone, but not a human bemg was. to be feen. On

~ exammmg
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examining the powder, we found that the bag had been
opened, and part of it taken out; but, notwith{tanding
our lofs was very coufiderable, we returned with light
hearts to the place at which we had been the night before,
where we found our baggage fafe, but-—all the Indians
gone : they hdad, however, been fo confiderate as to fet
up marks to dire& us what courfe to fteer. By the time
we had adjufted otr bundles, the day was quitc fpent;
feeing, however, a fmoke, or rather 3 fire, in the di-
retion we were ordered to fteer,” we bent our way
towards it ; and a little after ten o’clock at night came
up with the main body of the Indians; when, after

refrefhing ourfelves with a plentiful fupper, the firft .

morfel we had tafted that day, we retired to reft, which
I at leaft enjoyed with better fuccefs than the preceding

night.

In the morning of the eleventh we proceeded oa.to the
Weft, and Weft by South ; but on the twelfth did not move.
This gave us an opportunity of endeavouring to afcertain
the latitude by a meridian altitude, when we found the
place to be in 63° 10 North nearly. It proving rather
cloudy about noon, though exceeding fine weather, I let
the quadrant ftand, in order to obtain the latitude more
exadtly by twe-altitudes; but, to my great mortification,
while I was egting my dinner, a fudden guft of wind

~ blew it down; and as the ground where it ftood was.. -
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very ftoney, the bubble, the fight-vane, and vernicr, were
entirely broke to pieces, which rendered the inftrument
ufelefs. . In confequence of this misfortune I refolved to
return again to the Fort, though we were then in the la-
titude of 63° 10" North, and about 10° 40” Weft longi-
tude from Churchill River.
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CH A P IL

Tranfadtions from the Time the Quadrant was broken,
till I arrived at the Facory.

Several firange Indians join us from the Northward.—~Tbhey plundered me
of all I bad; but did not plunder the Soutbern Indians.—My guide
Plundered —We begin our return to the Fa&ory—Mecet with other
Indians, who join our company.—Colle@ deer-fkins for clothing, but
could not get them dreffed.—Suffer much bardfbip from the want of
tents and warm clothing.~—Moft of the Indians leave usi— Meet with
Matonabbee.—Some account of bim, and bis bebaviour to me and the
Southern Indians~We remain.in bis company fome time.~—His obferva-
tions on my two unfuccef5ful attempts.~We leave bim, and proceed to a
Place to which be directed us, in order to make fnow-fboes and fledges.
=—%oin Matonabbee again, and proceed towards the Faitory in bis com-
pany~—Ammunition runs_fhort.—Myfelf and four Indians et off pofi fir
 the FaGtory—Much bewildered in a fnow florm; my dog is frozen
to death ; we lic in a bufb of willows.— Proceed on our journey.—Great

difficulty in croffing a jumble of rocks.—drrive at the Fort.

T HE day after I had the misfortune to break the qua- 1570
drant, feveral Indians joined me from the Northward, “Zv3
fome of whom plundered me and my companions of 3t
almoft every ufeful article we had, among which was my
gun ; and notwithftanding we were then on the point of
returning to the Fa&ory, yet, as one of my companions’ - «
guns was a little out of order, the lofs was likely to be
' | feverely
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fevercly felt; but it not being in my power to recover it
again, we were obliged to reft contented. - o

- Nothing can exceed the cool deliberation of thofe vil-
lains ; a committee of them entered my tent*. The

| ringleader feated himfelf on my left-hand. They firft

begged me to lend them my {kipertogan ¢+ to fill a pipe of
tobacco. After fmoking two or three pipes, they afked me
for feveral articles which I had not, and ameng others for a
pack of cards; but on my anfwering that I had not any of the
articles they mentioned, one of them put his hand on my
baggage, and afked if it was mine. Before I could anfwer in
the affirmative, he and the reft of his companions (fix in
number) had all my treafure fpread on the ground. One
took one thing, and another another, till at laft nothing
was left but the empty bag, which they permitted me to
keep. At length, confidering that, though I was geing to
the Fa&ory, I thould want a knife to cut my vi¢tuals, an
awl to mend my fhoes, and a ncedle to mend my other
clothing, they rcadily gave me thefe articles, though not
without making me underftand that I ought to look upon

* This only confifted of three walking-fticks ftuck into the ground, and a
blanket thrown over them.

+ Skipertogan is a fmall bag that contains a flint and fteel, alfo 2 pipe and
tobacco, as well as touchwood, &c. for making a fire. Some of thefe- bags
may be called truly elegaar ; being richly ornasmented wish beads, porcupine-
quills, morfeghair, &c. a work always performed by the woown; and they
are, with much propriety, greatly eftecmed by moft Europegns for the neat-

nefs of their workmanﬂup ,
2 it
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it as a great favpur Fmdmg them poffefled of fo much
generofity, I ventared to folicit them for my razors; but
thmkmg that. one would be fufficient to fhave me during

paffage home, they made no {cruple to keep the

other ; luckily they chofe the worft. To complete their

~ generofity, they permitted me to take as much foap as I
thought would be fufficient to wath and fhave me during
the remainder of my journey to the F a&ory.

They were more cautious in plun&ggﬁg the Southern
Indians, as the relation of fuch outrages being com-
mitted on them might occafion a war between the two
nations ; but they had nothing of that kind to dread from
the Englith. However, the Northern Indians had ad-
drefs enough to talk my home-guard Indians out of all
they had : fo that before we left them, they were as clean
fwept as myfelf excepting their guns, {ome ammunition,
an old hatchet, an ice-chiffel, and a file to fharpen

them.

_ It may probably be thought ftrange that my guide, who
was a Northern Indian, fhould permit his countrymen to
commit fuch outrages on thofe under his charge; but
being a man of little note, he was fo far from being able

to prote& us, that he was obliged to fubmit to nearly the .

fame outrage himfelf. On this occafion he aflumed a
great air of generoﬁty, but the fa& was, he gave freely

what it was not in his power to prote&. |
H - Early
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Ear]y in the morning of the nineteenth, I fet out on my
return, in company with feveral Northern Indians, who

‘were bound to the Fa&ory with furrs and other commo-

dities in trade.  This morning the Indian who took my
gun, returned it to me, it being of no ufe to him, having
no ammunition. The weather for fome time proved fine,
and deer were very plentiful; but as the above ravagers
had materially lightened my load, by taking every thing
from me, except the quadrant, books, &ec. this part of
my journey was the eafieft and moft pleafant of any I had
experienced fince my leaving the Fort. In our way we
frequently’ met with other Indians, fo that fcarcely a day
pafled without our feeing feveral fmokes made by other
ftrangers. -Many of thofe we met joined our party, having
furrs and other commodities for trade.

The decr s hair being now of a proper length for cloth-
ing, it was ncce{Tary, according to the cuftom, to procure
as many of their fkins, while in feafon, as would make a
a fuit of warm clothing for the Winter: and as each
grown perfon requires the prime pirts of from eight to
eleven of thofe fkins (in proportion to their fize) to make
a complete fuit, it muft naturally be fuppofed that
this addition to my burden was very confiderable. My
load, however eumberfome and heavy, was yet very bear-

‘able; but, after I had carried it feveral weeks, it proved

of no fervice; for we had not any women properly

belonging to our company, confequently had not any
perfon
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perfon to drefs them ; and fo uncivil were the other In-
dians, that they would neither exchange them for others
. of an inferior quality already drefied, nor permit their
women to drefs them for us, under pretence that they
were always employed in the like duty for themfelves and
families, which was by no means the cafe; for many
of them had fufficient time to have done every little
fervice of that kind that we could have required of them.
The truth was, they were too well informed of my po-
verty to do any a&s of generofity, as they well knew I
had it not then in my power to reward them for their
- trouble. I never faw a fet of people that poflefled fo
little humanity, or that could view the diftrefles of their
fellow-creatures with fo little feeling and unconcern; for
though they feem to have a great affe&ion for their wives
and children, yet they will laugh at and ridicule the
diftrefs of every other perfon who is not 1mrned1ate]y re-
lated to them.

This behaviour of the Indians made our fituation very
difagreeable ; for as the fall advanced, we began to ‘feel
the cold very {everely for want of proper clothing. We
fuffered alfo greatly from the inclemency of the weather,
as we had no tent to fhelter us. My guide was en-
tirely cxempted from all thofe inconveniences, having
procured a good warm fuit of clothing; and, as one of
his wives had long befére joined our party, he was pro-
Vlded with a tent, and every other neceflary confiftent

H 2 : - with
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with their manner of living: but the old fellow was fo
far from interefting himfelf in our behalf, that he had, for
fome time before, entirely withdrawn from out company ;
and though he then continued to carry the greateft part
of our little remains of ammunition, yet he did not con-
tribute in the {malleft degree towards our fupport. Asdeer,
however, were in great plenty, I felt little or no incofve-
nience from his negle& in this refped.

Provifions ftill continued very plentiful; which was
a fingular piece of good fortune, and the only circum-
flance which at this time could contribute to our hap-
pinefs or fafety ; for noththﬁandmg the early feafon
of the year, the weather was remarkably bad and feverely
cold, at leaft it appeared fo to us, probably from having
no kind of fkin-clothing. In this forlorn ftate we con-
tinued our courfe to the South Eaft; and, to add to the
gloominefs of our fituation, moft of the Northern In-
dians who had been in our company all the firft part
of the fall, were by this time gone a-head, as we could
not keep up with them for want of {now-fhoes.

In the evenin g of the twentieth, we were Jomed from the

‘Weftward by a famous Leader, called Matonabbee, men-

tioned in my inftru&ions; who, with his followers, or
gang, was dlfo going to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with
furrs, and other articles for trade. This Leader, when a

youth, refided feveral years at the above Fort, and was
not
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not only a perfe& mafter of the Southern Indian language,
but by being frequently with the Company’s fervants, had
acquired feveral words of Englifh, and was one of the
men who brought the lateft accounts of the Coppermine
River; and it was on his information, added to that of
one 1-dot-le-ezey, /who is fince dead,) that this expedi-
tion was {et on foot.

The courteous behaviour of this ftranger ftruck me very
fenfibly. ~ As foon as he was acquainted with our diftrefs,
he got fuch fkins as we had with us drefled for the South-
ern Indians, and furnifthed me with a good warm fuit of
otter and other fkins: but, as it was not in his power to
provide us with {now-fhoes, :bemg then on the barren
ground,) he dire&ed us to a little river which he knew,
and where there was a {mall range of woods, which,
though none of the beft, would, he faid, furnith us witl
temporary fnow-fhoes and {ledges, that might materially
aflift us during the remaining part of our journcy. We
fpent feveral nights in company with this Leader, though
we advanced towards the Fort at the rate of ten or twelve
miles a day ; and as provifions abounded, he made a grand
feaft for me in the Southern Indian flile, where there was
plenty of good eating, and the whole concluded with fing-
ing and dancing, after the Southern Indian fyle and
manner, In this amufement my home-guard Indians bore

no inconfiderable part, as they were both men of fome
8 ~ confequence
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confequence when at home, and well known to Matonab-
bee: but among the other Northern Indians, to whom
they were not known, they werc held in no eftimation ;
which indeed is not to be wondered at, when we confider
that the value of a man among thofc people, is always pro-
portioned to his abilities in hunting ; and as my two In-
dians had not exhibited any great talents that way, the
Northern Indians fhewed them as much refpe& as they do
in common to thofe of very moderate talents among them-
{elves.

During my converfation with this Leader, he afked me
very ferioufly, If I would attempt another journey for the
difcovery of the Copper-mines?> And on my anfwering in
the affirmative, provided I could get better guides than I
had hitherto been furnifhed with, he faid he would readily
engage in that fervice, provided the Governor at the Fort
would employ him. In anfwer to this, I affured him his
offer would be gladly accepted ; and as I had already ex-
perienced every hardfhip that was likely to accompany any
future trial, I was determined to complete the difcovery,
even at the rifque of life itfelf. Matonabbee affured me,
that by the accounts received from his own countrymen,
the Southern Indians, and myfelf, it was very probable I
might not experience fo much hardfhip during the whole
journey, as I had already felt, though fcarcely advanced
one third part of the journey. . |

He
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He attributed all our misfortunes to the mifcondué of my
guides, and the very plan we purfued, by the defire of the
.Governor, in not taking any women with us on this jour-

ney, was, he faid, the principal thing that occafioned all

i

cour wants: ‘¢ for, faid he, when all the men are heavy

¢ laden, they can neither hunt nor travel to any confider-
¢ able diftance; and in cafe they mect with fuccels in
¢ hunting, who is to carry the produce of their labour ?
“ Women, added he, were made for labour; one of
‘¢ them can carry, or haul, as much as two men can do.
¢ They alfo pitch our tents, make and mend our cioth-
¢ ing, keep us warm at night; and, in fa&, there is
“ no fuch thing as travelling any confiderable diftance,
“ or for any length of time, in this country, withou:
¢ their a‘liftance.” ¢ Women, faid he again, though
¢“ they do every thing, are maintained at a trifling ex-
< pencé; {or as they always ftand cook, the very licking
¢ of their fingers in fcarce times, is fufficient for their
¢ {ubfiftence.” This, however odd it may appear, is but
too true a defcription of the fituation of women in this
country: it is at leaft fo in appearance; for the women
always carry the provifions, and it is more than probablc
they help themfelves when the men are not prefent.

Early in the morh‘lg of the twenty-third, I ftruck out
of the road to the Eaftward, with my two companions
and two or three Northern Indians, while Matonabbee and

his crew ‘continued their courfe to the Fa&ory, promifing
’ to
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to walk fo flow that we might.come wp withthem:agdin;

and in ‘two days we arrived at the. place to which we.were »

direted. We went to-work immediately-in makingifnow-

fhoe: frames -and dledges ; but notwithftanding our utmoft
cndeavours, we-could net complete them in lefs than feur
days. “On the firft.of November we again procseded on

eur journey toward:the Factory ; and on the fixth, came up

with-Matonabbee and-his gang : -after. which we- proceeded.

on togetherfeveral days; when I found my new acquaint-
ance, on all occafions, the moft fociable, kind, and fenfible

Indian T had ever met ' with. He was a man well-known,.

- and, as an Indian; of univerfal knowledge, .a.nd genc-

It is, however, : rather .

rally refpe&ed

Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, ,but to. ;my
great furprife, when I wanted to give: Matonabbee-a little

'ammunmon for his own ufe, I'found that my guide, Con-

ueﬁ, whahd it all under his care, had fo embezzled
otherw xpended it, - that only ten balls and about

_pounds of éowder remained ; fo that leng - befare
we afrived at the Fort we wucohhged to cut-up -an

ice-chiffel into fquare lumps, as a fubftitute: for -ball
ous- firing lumps -of i uon'

out of fuch flight barrels as are ‘brought to this p

‘of the world “for trade. .‘Thefe, though -light . and

handy, and of courfe well. adapﬁed for the ufe of both

Englith and "Indjeﬁns:' in"long journies, and of fufficient
ftrength for leadenyfhot-or -ball, “are.not ftrong enough for
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this kind of fhot; and ftrong fowling-pieces would not
only be too heavy for the laborious ways of hunting in
this country, but their bores being fo much larger, would
require more than double the quantity of ammunition that
{fmall ones do; which, to Indians at leaft, muft be an
obje& of no inconfiderable importance.

I kept comipany with Matonabbee till the twentieth, at
which time the deer began to be fo fcarce that hardly a
freth track could be feen; and as we were then but a
few days walk from the Fort, he advifed me to proceed
on with all {peed, while he and his companions followed

~ at leifure. Accordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out

poft-hafte, accompanied by one of the home-guard
(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern Indians. That night

57
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we lay on the South fide of Egg River ; but, long before

day-break the next morning, the weather became fo bad,

with a violent gale of wind from the North Weft, and |

fuch a drift of fnow, that we could not have a bit of fire :
and as no good woods were near to afford us fhelter, we
agreed to proceed on eur way; efpecially as the wind
was on our backs, and though the weather was bad near
the furface, we could fréquently fee the moon, and fome-
times the flars, to dire& us in our courfe, In this fitua-
tion we continued walking the whole day, and it was not
till after ten at mght that we could find the fmalleft tuft

of woods to put up in; for though we well knew we

~muft haﬁgfaﬂ'ed by feveral hummocks of fhrubby woods

I that
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1770.  that might have afforded us fome fhelter, yet the wind
November. blew fo hard, and the fnow drifted fo exceflively thick, that
' we could not fee ten yards before us the whole day. Be-
tween {even and eight in the evening my dog, a valuable

brute, was frozen to death; fo that his fledge, which was .
a very heavy one, I was obliged to haul. Between nine
and ten at night we arrived at a fmall creek, on which we
walked about three quarters of a mile, when we came to a

large tuft of tall willows, and two or three fets of old
tent-poles.  Being much jaded, we determined not to pro-
ceed any farther “that night; fo we went to work, and
made the beft defence againft the weather that the fitua-
tion of the place and our materials would admit. Our
labour confifted only in digging a hole in the {now, and
fixing a few deer-fkins up to windward of us: but the
moft difficult tafk was that of making a fire. When this -
was once accomplifhed, the old tent-poles amply fupplied
us with fewel. By the time we had finifhed this bufinefs,
the weather began to moderate, and the drifc greatly to
-abate; fo that the moon and the Aurora Borealss thone
out with great fplendor, and there appeared every fymp-
tom of the return of fine weather. After eating a plentiful
fupper of venifon, therefore, of which we had a fufhicient
ftock to laft us to the Fort, we laid down and got a little
23 fleep. The next day proving fine and clear, though ex-
ceflively fharp, we proceeded on our journey early in the
morning, and at night lay on the South Eaft fide of Seal
River. We fhould have made a much longer day’s jour-

neys




PR T e e . - < - - i L e et - . o . . EEN yoe &

it e o T . - - . . Fvd
4 SARRRTE e . . b
" AR XN '; . . :

RCTAP A

NORTHERN OCEAN. 59

ney, had we not been greatly embarraflfed at fetting out, 1770
by a jumble of rocks, which we could not avoid without November,
going greatly out of our way. .Here I muft obferve, that

we were more than fortunate in not attempting to leave

the little creck where we had fixed our habitation the
preceding night, as the {pot where we lay was not more

than two or three miles diftant from this dangerous place ;

in which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we muft
unavoidably have been bewildered, if we had not all
perithed ; as notwithftanding the advantage of a clear day,

and having ufed every poffible precaution, it was with the

utmoft difficulty that we croffed it without broken limbs.

Indeed it would have been next to an impoffibility to

.. have done it in the night.

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth proved fine clear 2.
weather, though exceffively cold ; and in the afternoon of ;.
the latter, we arrived at Prince of Wales’s Fort, after
having been abfeént eight months and twenty-two days, on
a fruitlefs, or at leaft an unfuccefsful journey.
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C HAP 1IV.

Tranfa®ions during our Stay at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and
the former Part of our third Expedition, till our Arrival
at Clowey, where we built Canoes, in May 1771.

Preparations for our departure~—Refufe to take any of the bome-guard
Indians with me.~DBy fo doing, I offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort:
a third time.~—My infirudions on this. expedition.~—Provifions of all
kinds very fearce.—drrive at the woods, where we kill fome deer.—Ar-
rive at Ifland Lake.~ Matonabbee taken ill.—Some remarks thereon.—
Soin the remainder of the Indians’ familics.—Leave Jfland Lake:—De-
feription thereof-—Deer plentiful—Meet a firange Indian.—Alter onr
courfe from Weff North Weft to Weft by South.—Crofs Cathawbachaga
River, Coffed Lake, Snow-Bird Lake, and Pike Lake.—Arrive at a tent
of firangers, who are employed in fnaring deer in a pound.~—Defeription
of the pound.—Method of proceeding.—Remarks thereon.— Proceed on
our journey.—Meet with feveral parties of Indians ; by one of whom
[ fent a Letter to the Governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.——Arrive at
Thleweyazayeth.—Employment there.— Procced to the North North
Weft and North.—drrive at Clowey.—One of the Indian’s wives taken
in labour.—Remarks thereon.— Cufloms obferved by the Northern In-

dians on thefe occafions.

1770. ON my arrival at the Fort, I informed the Governor, of

November Matonabbee’s being fo near. On the twenty-eighth

ssh.  of Novembér he arrived. Notwithftanding the many
difficulties and hardfhips which I had undergone during

my two unfuccefsful attempts, I was fo far from being

| folicited
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folicited on this occafion to undertake a third excurfion, 1770.
that I willingly offered my fervice ; which was readily ac- November.
cepted, as my abilities and approved courage, in perfe-

vering under difficulties, were thought noways inferiar to

the tafk.

I then determined to engage Matonabbee to be my
guide; to which he readily confented, and with a freedom-
of fpeech and corre@nefs of language not commonly met
with among Indians, not only pointed out the reafons
which had' éccafioned all our misfortunes in.my two former
attempts, but defcribed the plan he intended to purfue;
which at the fame time that it was highly fatisfacory to me,
did honour to his penetration and judgment; as it proved
him to be a man of extenfive obfervation with refpedt to
times, feafons, and places; and well qualified to explain
every thing that could contribute either to facilitate or re-
tard the eafe or progrefsof travelling in thofe dreary parts -
of the world.

Having engaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my guide,
I began to make preparations for our departure; but Mr.
Norton, the Governor, having been very fully occupied
in trading with a large body of Indians, it wasthe feventh Decembes
of December before I could obtain from him my difpatches. ™™
It may not be improper to obferve, that he again wanted
to force fome of the home-guard Indians (who were:
| his
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his own relations ¥) into our company, merely with a view

that they might engrofs all the credit of taking care of
me

* Mr. Norton was an Indian; he was born at Prince of Wales’s Fort, but
had’ been in England nine years, and confidering the fmall fum which was
expended in his education, had made fome progrefs in literature. At his re-
turn to Hudfon’s Bay be entered into all the abominable vices of his countrymen.
He kept fothis own ufe five or {ix of the fineft Indian girls which he could
fele€t; and nocwx&ﬁandmg his own uncommon propenfity to the fair fex,
took every means in his power to prevent any European from having inter-
courfe with the women of the country; for which purpofe he proceeded to
the moft ridiculous length.  To his own friends and country he was fo partial,
that he fet more value on, and fhewed more refpeét to one of their favounttx

dogs, than he ever did to his firft officer. ‘Among his miferable and i ignorant "‘

countrymen he paffed for a proficient in phyfic, and always kept a box of’
poifon, to adminifter to thofe who refufed him their wives br daughters.

With all thefe bad qualities, no man took more pains to inculcate virtue,
morality, and continence on others; always painting, in the moft odious co-
lours, the jealous and revengeful difpofidon of the Indians, when any attempt
was made to violate the chaftity of their wives or daughters. Le&ures of this

kind from a man of eftablithed virtue might have had fome effe& ; but when

they came from one who was known to live in open defiance of every law,
human and divine, they were always ;heard with indignation, and confidered
as the hypocrmcal cant of a felfith debauchee, who withed to engrofs cvcry

woman in the country to hxmfclf

His apartments were not only convenient but elegant, and always crowded.

~ with.favourite Indians: at night he locked the doors, and put the keys under

his pillow ; fo that in the morning his dining-room was generally, for the want
of neceflary conveniencies, worfe than a hog-ftye. As he advanced in years

his jealoufy increafed, and he a&ually poifoned two of his women becaufe he

thought them partial to other objeéts more fuitable to their ages. He was 2
moft notorious {fmuggler; but though he put many thoufands into the pockets
ol the Captains, he feldom put a fhilling into his own.
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me during the journey : but I had found them of fo little
ufe in my twa former attempts, that I abfolutely refufed
them; and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a
degree, that neither time nor abfence could ever after-
wards eradicate his diflike of me; fo that at my return he
ufed every means in his power to treat me ill, and to
render my life unhappy. However, to deal with candour
on this occafion, it muft be acknowledged to his honour,
that whatever our private animofities might have been,
he did not fuffer them to interfere with public bufinefs ;

and I was fitted out with ammunition, and every other

article which-Matonabbee thought could be wanted. I

was alfo furnithed, as before, with a. fmall affortment
of~ light trading goods, as prefents to the far diftant

Indians.

At laft T fucceeded in obtaining my inftru&ions, which
were as follows : |

An inflammation in his bowels occafioned his death on the 2g9th of De-
cember 1773; and though ke died in the moft excruciating -pain, he retained
his jealoufy to the laft; fora few minutes before he expired, happening to fee
an officer laying hold of the hand of one of his women who was ftanding by the

fire, he bellowed out, in as loud a voice as his fituation would admit, < God.

¢ d—n you for a bmwh, if I live I'll knock out your brains.”” A few minutes
after making this clegant apoftrophe, he. expired in the greateft agonies that
can poffibly be conceived.

This I declare to be the real. %&c: and manner of life-ef the late Mr.
Mofes Norton, \
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A JOURNEY TO THE

“ Orpers and INsTrRUCTIONS for Mr. SAMUEL
““ HEARNE, going on bhis third Expedition to the
“ WNorth of Churchill River, in queft of a North
““ Weft Paflage, Copper Mines, or any other thing
“ that may be ferviceable to the Britifb Nation in
“« general, or the Hudfon’s Bay Company in par-
“ ticular ; in the year 1770.

¢ Mr. SamMueL HEARNE,
« STR,

¢¢ As you have offered your fervice a third time to go
in {earch of the Copper Mine River, &c. and as Ma-

tonabbee, a leading Indian, who has been at thofe

parts, is willing to be your guide, we have accordingly
engaged him for that fervice; but having no other
inftrument on the fame conftru&ion with the quadrant
you had the misfortune to break, we have furnithed
you with an Elton’s quadrant, being the moft proper

inftrument we can now procure for making obferva-
tions on the land.

<« The above Leader, Matonabbee, and a few of his
beft men, which he has fele@ed for that purpofe, are
to provide for you, affift you in all things, and con-
du@ you to the Copper Mine River; where you muft
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“ be careful to obferve the latitude and longitude, alfo

65
I 77‘0.

“ the courfe of the river, the depth of the water, the Decomber.

“ fituation of the Copper Mines, &c. but your firft ig-

« ftru@ions, of November fixth, one thoufand feven hun-

“ dred and fixty-nine, being fufficiently full, we refer
¢ you to every part thereof for the better regulation of
your condu& during this j Journey S

¢ "As you and your Indian companions' are fitted out
“ with every thing that we think is neceflary, (or at leaft
‘s many ufeful articles as the nature of travelling in
« thofe parts will admit of,) you are hereby defired to
pmmd on your journey as foon as poflible ; and your
¢ prefent ‘guide has _promifed to take great care of you,
¢ and condu@ you out and home thh all convenient

« fpced

« Iconcludethhm beﬁvn{hes for your ‘health and
‘ happinefs, together vmh a fucoeﬁ;ﬁ:l Journcy, ahd a
““ quick return m'fafcty - Amen. )

' “4¢ (Sigmed) Moszs Norrox, Governor

# Dated at Pririce of - Walcs s Fort,
“ 7&1 Deceniber, 1770.

Gnﬁ:efcvmthofbcccmberlfetoutonmythud
journey; -abdithe™ mthu-, dﬁdenng the ‘feafon of -the'
yw,was‘forﬁnedays ‘mild. -Otie &f Matonab -
bBee's im'es*Bemgﬂl ocetﬁdnednrtbwﬁikfoﬁow that
K : it

7th,
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it was the thirteenth before we arrived at Secal River; at
which time two men and their wives left us, whofe loads,
when added to thofe of the remainder of my crew, made
a very material difference, efpecially as Matonabbee’s wife
was fo ill as to be obliged to be hauled on a fledge.

Finding deer and all other game wvery fcarce; and not
knowing how long it might be before we could reach any
place where they were in greater plenty, the Indians

~walked as far each day as their loads and other circum-

ftances would conveniently permit. On the fixteenth, we
arrived at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the reft of
my crew had laid up {fome provifions and other neceffaries,
when on their journey to the Fort. On going to the
place where they thought the provifions had becn care-
fully fecured from all kinds of wild beafts, they had the
mortification to find that fome of their countrymen, with
whom the Governor had firft traded and difpatched from
the Fort, had robbed the flore of every article, as well as
of fome of their moft ufeful implements.  This lofs was
mare feverely felt, as there was a total want of every kind
of game; and the Indians, not expe&ing to meet with
fo great a difappointment, had mot ufed that eecanomy in
the expenditure of the catmeal and other provifions which
they had received at the Fort, as they probably would have
done, had they not relied firmly on finding a fupply. at
this place. This difappointment and lofs was borne by the’
Indians with the greateft fortitude; and I did not hear

onc
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one of them breathe the leaft hint of revenge in cafe they

67
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thould ever difcover the offenders: the only effed it had . Deceader.

on them was, that of making them put the bcﬁ foot fore-
moft. This was thought fo neceflary, that fer fome time
we walked every day from morning till night. The days,
however, being fhort, our fledges heavy, and fome of the
road very bad, our progrefs feldom exceeded fixteen or

eighteen miles a day, and fome days we did not travel fo
much. -

- On the cighteenth, as we were continuing our courfe
to the North Weft, up a fmall creek that empties itfelf
into Egg River; we faw the tracks of many deer which
had croffed that part a few days before ; at that time there
was not a frefh track to be feen: fome of the Indians,
however, who had lately paffed that way, had killed
more than they had occafion for, fo that feveral joints of
good meat were found in their old teat-places; which,
though oanly fuflicient for one good meal, were very ac-
ceptable, as we had been in excccdmg ftraitened circum-
ftances for many days.

o b Y
On the nineteenth, we purfued our courfe in the

North Weft quaiter ; and, a&er leavmg the above-men-

tioned creek, traverfed nothing but entire barren ground,
with- empty bellies, till the twenty-feventh ; for though
we arrived at fome woods op the twenty-ﬁxth and faw
a few deer, four of wlnch the Indians killed, thcy were

K2 B at
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at {o great a diftance from the place on which we lay, that

it was the twenty-feventh before the meat was brought

to the tents. Here the Indians propofed to continue one

day, under pretence of repairing their fledges and {now

thoes ; but from the little attention they paid to thofe

tepairs, I was led to think that the want of food was the
chief thing that detained them, as they never ceafed

eating the whole day. Indeed for many days before we
had been in great want, and for the laft three days had.
not tafted a morfel of any thing, except a pipe of tobacco
and a drink of fnow water; and as we walked daily from
morning till night, and were ail heavy laden, our ftrength
began to fail. I muft confefs that I never fpent fo dull a
Chriftmas; and when I recolle@ed the merry feafon which
was then pafling, and refle@ted 8o the immenfe quantities,
and great variety of delicacies which were then expend-
ing in every part of Chriftendom, and that with a pro-
fafion bordering on wafte, I could not refrain frem withing
myfelf 2gain in Eurepé,. if it-had been only to have had an
opportunity of alleviating the extreme hunger which ¥
fuffered with the refufe of the table of any one of my
acquaintance. My Indians, however, ftill kept in good
fpitits; and as we were then acrofs-all the bafren ground,

and faw a few frefh tracks of deer, they began to think
that the worft of the road was over for that winter, and
flattered me with the expe@ation of foon mecting with
dun'mui<nhmfgmnen:gunﬂ:;ﬂmny“dmnvn:hw!ébne'

fince our departure from the Fort, |
II Early
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Early in the morning of the twenty-cighth, we again
fet out, and dire@ed our ourfe to the Weftward, through
thick fhrubby woods, confifting chiefly of ill-fhaped
ftunted pines, with fmall dwarf junipcrs, intermixed here
and -there, particularly round -the margins of ponds and
fwamps, with dwarf willow buthes; and among the rocks
and fides of the hills were alfo fome fmall poplars.

On the thirtieth! we arrived at the Eaft fide of Ifland
Lake, where the Indians killed two large buck deer ; but
the rutting feafon was {o lately over, that theit ﬂc(h was

only eatable by thofe who could not procure better food. -

In the evening, Matomabbee was taken very ill; and from the
nature of his complaint, I judged his illnefs to have pro-
ceeded from the enormous quantity of meat that he had
eat on the twenty-feventh, as he had been indifpofed ever
fince that time. Nothing is more common with thofe

Indians, after they have eat as much at a fitting as would

ferve ix moderate men, than te find themfelves out of
order ; but not one of them can bear to hear that it is the
effe® of eating too much : in defence of which they fay,
that the meaneft of the animal ¢reation knows when
hunger is fatisfied, and will leave off accordingly. This,
however, is a falfe aﬂ'crtxon, advanced knowingly in fup-
port of an abfurd argument ; for it is well known by them,

as well as all the Southern Indians, that the black bear,
who, for fize and the deficacy of its flefh, may juftly

when

be called a refpe&abie animal, is fo far from knowing
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!770. when its hungcr is fatisfied, that, in the Summer, when

December,  the-berries are ripe, it will gorge ta fuch a degree, that it -
frequently, and even daily, -vomits up great quantities.of

.

new-{wallowed fruit, before it has undergonc any change
in the ftomach, and immediately renews its rcpaﬂ: with as
much eagemefs as ‘before, |

Notwithﬁanding the Northern Indians are at times fo

voracious, yet they bear hunger with a degree of fortitude
which, as Mr. Ellis juftly obferves of the Southern Indians,
¢ is much eafier to admire, than to imitate.” 1 have
more than once feen the Northern Indians, at the end of
three or four days fafting, as merry and jocofe on the fub-
je@, asif they had \K?unxan}y impofed it on themfelves ;
and would afk cacK other in the plaineft terms, and in the
merrieft mood, If they had any inclination for an intrigue

with a ftrange wéman? I muft acknowlcdgc that examples

~of this kmd were of infinite fervice to me, as they tended
to keep up my {fpirits ‘on thofe occafions, with a degree of

fortitude that would have been impoffible for me to have
done had the Indians behaved in a contrary manner, and
exprefled any apprehenfion of ftarving,

Early in the mding of thc thu't -ﬁr& we con-
tinued our journey;~and walked . about fourtcen miles
to. the Weflward on. lﬂancLLakcrwhcrc we fixed our
refidence ; but Matonabbee was at this time fo ill as tq
be obliged to be hauled on a fledge the whole day. The
- ncxt
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fiext morning; however, he fo far recovered as to be ca-
pable of walkiog s whea we proceeded on to the Weft
and Weft by North, about fixtcen miles farther on the
fame - -Lake, till we arrived at two tents, which con-
tained the remainder of the wives and families of my
guides, who had been waiting there for the return of their
hufbands from the Fort. Here we found only two men,
though there- were upward of twenty women and child-
ren; and as thofe two men had no gun or ammunition,
they bad no other method of fupporting themfelves and the
women, but by catching fith, and fnaring a few rabbits :
the latter were fcarce, but the former were eafily caught in
confiderable numbers either with nets or hooks. - The
fpecies of fifh generally caught in the nets are tittemeg,
pike, and barble ; and the only forts caught with hooks
are trout, pike, burbut, and a fmall fith, erroncouily
called by the Engh{h tench: the Southern Indians call it
the toothed -tittemeg, and the Northern Indians call it
Jaint eab. They are delicate cating ; being nearly as firm
as a pcrch and gcneraily very fat. They feldom exceed
__a foot in length, and in fhape much refemble a gurnard,
cxccpt that of having a very long broad fin on the back,
like a perch, but thxsﬁnnmtarmedmthﬁmﬂax
fpﬂm _ The fcales are hrge, and -of a footy brown.
A ‘when broiled or reafted

thhthcfenkson, ofeou:f:the&munoteatcn.
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As the Captain [Matonabbee] and one man were indifs

“Jauary  pofed, we did not move on the fecond of january but

early in the morning'of the third fet out, and walked
about fcvcn miles to the North Weﬁwa‘rd, five of which
were on the above mrentioned Lake; when the Indians

having killed two dcer, we put up for the mght

Ifland Lake (nw the centcr) is in latitude 60‘ 33
North, and 102° 25’ Weft longitude, from London ; and
is, at the part we croffed, about thirty-five miles wxdc
but from the North Eaft to the South Weft it is much
larger, and ‘entirely full of MIQ near to cach other
as to make the whole Lake refemble a jumble of ferpenth ferpentine
rivers and creeks; and it is celebrated by the nativés’as
abounding with great plenty of fine fifh during the begin=
ning of the Winter. = At different parts of this Lake moft
part of the wives and families of thofe ‘Northern Indians
who vifit Prince of Wales's Fort in Oéober and Novem-
ber generally refide, and wait for their return 5 as there is
little fedr of their bcmginwmtof vﬂions', mwfﬂr
out the affiftance of a ‘gun’and atmnumtmn, ‘which is 2
point of real confequence to them,  Tht Like is’ plenti-
fulty fapplied with watet fibt :fcveral Tl ‘rivdlets dnd
creeks ‘which run‘into itat:dneSoutBWePc ‘end 5 aiid it
empties itfelf by meaié &’ 8@1& ﬁ&téﬁ Fivers whrch“'mn
to the North Eaft, thé pihcipdl chis’

fecpce-a-ﬁﬂn or Little Fxfh River. mny of the minds .
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as well as the main land round this Lake, abound with
dwarf woods, chiefly pines; but in fome parts intermixed
with larch and fmall birch trees. The land, like all the

 reft which lies to the North of Seal River, is hilly, and full

of rocks; and though none of the hills are high, yet as
few of the woods grow on their fummits, they in general
fhew their fnowy heads far above the woods which grow
in the vallies, or thofe which are {cattered about their fides.

~ After leaving Ifland Lake, we continued our old courfe
between the Weft and North Weft, and travelled at the
eafy rate of eight or nine miles a day. Provifions of all
kinds were fcarce till the fixteenth, when the Indians
killed twelve deer. This induced us to put up, though
early in the day; and finding great plenty of deer in the
neighbourhood of our little encampment, it was agreed
by all parties to remain a few days, in order to dry and

pound fome meat to make it lighter for carriage.

Having, by the twenty-fecond, provided a fufficient
ftock of provifion, properly prepared, to carry with us, and
repaired our fledges and fnow-fhoes, we again purfued our
courfe in the North Weft quarter; and in the afternoon
{poke with a ftranger, an Indian, who had one of Mato-
nabbee’s wives under hiscare. He did not remain in our com-
pany above an hour, as he only fmoked part of a few pipes
with his friends, and returned to his tent, which could not
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be far diftant from the place where we lay that nighi', as
the woman and her two children joined us next morning,
before we had taken down our tent and made ready for
moving. Thofe people were the firft ftrangers whom we
had met fince we left the Fort, though we had travelled
feveral hundred miles ; which is a proof that this part of
the country is but thinly inhabited. Itisa truth well
known to the natives, and doubtiefs founded on experi-
ence, that there are many very extenfive traé&s of land
in thofe parts, which are incapable of affording fupport to
any number of the human race even during the thort
time they are pafling through them, in the capacity of
migrants, from oane place to another; much lefs arc they
capable of -affording a conftant fuppert to thofe who
might with to make them their fixed refidence at any
feafon of the year. It is true, that few rivers or lakes
in thofe parts are entirely deftitute of fith; but the un-
certainty of meeting with a fufhcient fupply for any con-
fiderable time together, makes the natives very cautious

how they put their whole dependance en that article, as it

has too frequently been the means of many hundreds being

ftarved to d&th

By the twenty-third, deer were fo plentiful that the In-
dians feemed to think that, unlefs the feafon, contrary to
e n and general experience, fhould prove unfa-
vourable, there would be no fear of our being in want of

provifions
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ptovxﬁons during the zeft of the Winter, as deer had always  1771.
been known to be in great plenty in the dire@ion which - Tamary.
they intended to waik :

On thc third of February, we continued our courfe Februany.
to the Weft by North and Weft North Weft, and were fo 3¢
near the edge of the woods, that the barren ground was
in fight to the Northward. As the woods trended away
to the Weft, we were obliged to alter our courfe to Weft
by South, for the fake of keeping among them, as well
as the deer. In the courfe of this day’s walk we faw fe-
veral ﬁrangcrs, fome of whom remained in our company,
while others went on their rcfpe&zve ways.

On the fixth, we croffed the main branch of Catha- &
whachaga River ; which, at that part, is about three quar-
_ters of a mile broad and after walking thiree miles farther,
came to the hde ef Cofled Whoie, or Partridge Lake;
but the day being far fpent, and the weather exceflively
cold, we put up for the night.

Early in the morning of the feventh, the weather being -

ferenc-and clear, we fet out, and crofled the above mentioned
Lake; which at that-part is about fourteen miles wide; but
from “the South S8outh Weit to North Nerth Eaft is much
larger. - 1t is impoffible to defcribe the intenfenefs of the
cold which we experienced this day; and the difpatch we
made in crofing the lake is almoft incredible, as it was
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performed by the greateft part of my crew in lefs than

two hours ; though fome of the women, who were heavy

“\.

laden, took a much longer time. Several of the Indians _/

were much frozen, but none of them more dxfagreeably f;/

than one of Matonabbee’s wives, whofe thighs and but-

“tocks were in a manner incrufted with froft ; and when

thawed, feveral blifters arofe, nearly as large as ﬂleeps blad-
ders. The pain the poor woman fuffered on this occafion
was greatly aggravated by the laughter and jeermg of her
companions, who faid that fhe was rightly ferved for belt-
ing her clothes fo high. I muft acknowledge that I was
not in the number of - thofe who pitied her, as I thought
fhe took too much pains to fhew a clean heel.and good
leg; her garters being always in fight, which, though by
no means confidered here as bordering on indecensy, is
by far too alry to withftand the rigorous cold of a fe-

vere winter in a high Northern latitude. I doubt not

that the laughter of her companions was excited by fimilar
ideas.

When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge Lake we
continued our courfe fovr‘ many days toward the Weft by
South and Weft South Weft ; when deer were fo plentiful,
and the Indians killed fuch vaft numbers, that notwith-
ftanding we frequently remained three, four, or five days

in a place, to eat up the{poils of our huntmg, yet at our

departure we frequently left great quantities of good meat

- behind us, which we could nenh;r eat nor carry with us.

o This




NORTHERN OCEAN.

This condu& is the more excufable among people whofe
wandering. manner of life and contraGed ideas make
every thing appear to them as the effe@ of mere chance.
The great uncertainty of their ever vifiting this or that
part a fecond time, induces them to think there is nothing
cither wrong or improvident in living on the beft the
.country will afford; as they are paffing through it from
place to place’; and they feem willing that thofe who come
after them fhould take their chance, as they have done.

" On the twenty-firft, we croffed The-whole-kyed
Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part was about
twelve or thirteen miles wide, though from North to South
it is much larger. As deer were as plentiful as before, we
expended much time in killing and eating them. This
Matonabbee afflured me was the beft way we could em-
ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means permit us
to proceed in a dire& line for the Copper-mine River ; but
when the Spring advanced, and the deer began to draw out
to the'barren ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in

fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt of our arrival
at the Coppcr—mme River in proper time,

On thc fecond of March, we lay by the fideof Whool-
dyalx d Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far from Doo-baunt
Whoic River. ... On the next-day we began to crofs the above
mentoned Eake, but after walkmg feven miles on it to the

Weft' South Wcﬂ:, we arrived at a la.rge teat of Northern
- Indians,
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A JOURNEY TO THE

Indians, who had been living there from the beginming
of the Winter, and had found a plentiful {ubfiftence by

catching decr in a pound. This kind of employment is
performed in the following manner:

‘When the Indians defign to impound deer, they look

~ out for one of the paths in which a mumber of them

have trod, and which is obferved to be Rill ﬁ'equeuted by
them. When thefe paths crofs a lake, a wide river, or a
barren plain, they are found to be much the beft for the
purpofe ; and if the path run through a clafter of woods,
capable of affording ‘materials for building the pound, it
adds confiderably to the commodioufnefs of the fituation.
The pound is built by making a ftrang fence with brufhy
trees, without obferving any degree of regularity, and the
work is continued to any extent, according to the pleafure
of the builders. 1 have fecen fome that were not lefs than
a mile round, and am informed that there are others {till
more extenfive. The door, or entrance of the pound,
is not larger than a common gate, and the infide is fo
crowded with fmall counter-hedges as very much to re-
femble a maze; .inevery opening of ‘which they fet a fnare,
made with thongs of parchment deer-fkins well twifted
, which are amazinglyﬁxﬂng. -Onc-end of the
ﬁxarexsxﬁ'uaﬂymadcfﬁtoa pole; but ¥ no
one of a fuficient fize can be fmmdnmthcplamwhut
the fnare is fet, aloofe pole is fubftituted in its roam, which
is- always of fuch fize and length that a deer cannot drag it
far
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far before it gets entangled amang the other woods, which
are all left flanding except what is found ncceﬂ'ary for

. making the fence, hedges, &c.

The pouad heing thus prepared, a row of {mall brufh-
wood is ftyck yp in the fbow on cach fide the door or
entrance ; and thefe hedge-rows are continued along the
open part of the lgke, river, or plain, where neither flick
mor flump befides is to be feen, which makes them the
more diftin&ly obferved. Thefe poles, or bruth-wood,
arc generally placed at the diftance of fifteen or twenty
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a manner as to
form two fides of a lang acute angle, growing gradually
wider in proportion to the diftance they extend from the
entrance of the pound, which fometimes is not lefs than
two or three miles; while ‘the deer’s path is exadly
along the middle, between the two rows of brufb-wood.

Indians cmploycd on this fervice always pitch their tent
on or near to an eminence that affords a commanding pro-
fpe& of the path leading to the pound ; and when they
fee any deer going that way, men, women, and child-
ren walk along the lake or river-fide under cover of the
woods, till they get behind them, then ﬁep forth to
open view, and proceed towards the pound in the form
of a crefeent. The poor timorous deer finding them-
felves purfued, and at the fame time taking the two rows
of bruﬁly polejfe ‘to be two ranks of people ftationed
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to prevent their paffing on ecither fide, run ftraight for-
ward in the path till they get into the pound. The In-
dians then clofe in, and block up the entrance with fome
brufhy trees, that have been cut down and lic at hand
for that purpofe. The deer being thus enclofed, the
women and children walk round the pound, to prevent
them from breaking or jumping over the fence, while the
men are employed {pearing fuch as are entangled in the
fnares, and fhooting with bows and arrows thofe which
remain loofe in the pound.

This method of hunting, if it deferve the name, is fome-
times fo fuccefsful, that many families fubfift by it with-
out having occafion to move their tents above once or twice
during the courfe of a whole winter; and when the
Spring advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to
the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely barren, or
at leaft what is fo called in thofe parts, as it neither pro-
duces trees or fhrubs of any kind, fo that mofs and
fome little grafs is all the herbage which is to be found on
it. Such an eafy way of procuring a comfortable main-
tenance in the Winter months, (which is by far the worft
time of the year,) is wonderfully well adapted to the fup-
port of the aged and infirm, but is too apt to occafion
a habitual indolence in the ‘young and a&ive, who fre-
quently fpend a whole Winter in this indolent man-
ner: and as thofe parts of the country are almoft def-

titute of every animal of the furr kind, it cannot be fup-
pofed

ity
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pofed that thofe who indulge themfelves in this indolent  ¥771.

method of procuring food can be mafters of any thing — March.
for trade; whereas thofe who do not get their livelihood
at {o eafy a rate, generally procure furrs enough during
the Winter to purchafe a fufficient fupply of ammunition,
and other European goods, to laft them another year.
This is nearly the language of the more induftrious among
them, who, of courfe, are of moft importance and value
to the Hudfon's Bay Company, as it is from them the
furrs are procured which compofe the greateft part of
Churchill trade.  But in my opinion, there cannot exift a
fironger proof that mankind was not created to enjoy hap-
. pinefs in this world, than the condu@ of the miferable
beings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as none but
the aged and infirm, the women and children, a few of
the. more indolent and unambitious part of them, will
fubmit to remain in the parts where food and clothing
are procured in this eafy manner, becaufe no animals are
produced there whofe futrs are valuable. And what do the
more induftrious gain by giving themfelves all this addi-
tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people are few,
and eafily fupplied; a batchet, an ice-chifle], a file, and
a knife, are all that is required to enable them, with a little
induftry, to procure a comfortable kivelihood ; and thofe
who endeavour to poﬁ'cfs more, are dlways the moft un-
happy, and may, in fa&, be f2id to be only flaves and
carriers ‘to the reft, whofe ambition never leads them
to any thing beyond the means “of procuring food;
M and
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and clothing. It & true, the carriess pride- themfelves
much on the refpe@t which is thewn te them at ihe
Fadtory ; to obtain which they frequently ruh great rifques
of being ftarved to death in their way thither and back ;
and all that they can poffibly get there for the furs they
procure after a year’s toil, feldom amounts to more than is
fofficient to yield a bare fubfiftence, dnd a few furrs for
the enfuing year’s matket ; while thofe whom they call
indolent and mean-fpirited live generally in a ftate of

plenty, without trouble or rifque; and con{equently muft

be the moft happy, and, in truth, the moft independent
alfo. Tt -muft be allowed that they are by far the greateft
philofophers, as they never give themfelves the trouble to
acquire what they can do well enough without. The

deer they kill, furnifhes them with foed; and a variety of

warm and comforiable clothing, either with or without
the hair, according as the feafons require ; and it muft be
very hard indeed, if they cannot get furrs enough in the
courfe of two or three years, to purchafea hatchet, and fuch
other edge-tools as are neceffary for their purpofe. In-
deed, thofe who take no concern at all about procuring
furrs, have generally an opportunity of providing them-
felves with all their real wants from their more induftrious
coutnitrymen, in exchange for prov:lﬁons, and ready-dreflfed

fkins for clothing.

It is undoubtedly the duty of every one of the Com-

pany’s fervants to encourage a fpmt of induftry among
: | the

14
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‘the natives, and to ufe every means in their power to in-

duce them to procure furrs: ad other commodities far trade,
by affuring them of a ready purchafe and good payment
for every thing they bring to the Fadory: and I can truly
fay, that this has ever been the grand obje& of .my at-
tention. But I muft at the fame time confefs, that fuch
condu@ is by no means for the real benefit of the poor
Indians; it being well known that thofe who have the leaft
intercourfe with the Fa&ories, are by far the happie®. As
their whole aim is to procure a comfortable fubfiftence,
they take the moft prudent methods to accompbﬂnt and
by always following the Jead of the deer, are {eldom ex-
pofed to the griping band of famine, fo frequently felt by
thofe who are called the annual traders. It is-troe, that
there are few -of the Indians, whofe manner of -life-I-have

juft defcribed, but have oree in their lives at leaft vifited

Primee of Wales’s Fort; and the hardthips and -dangers
which moft-ef them cxpeﬂenecd on thefe occeftogs, have

left fuch a lafting impreflion on their minds, that nothmg
can induce them to repeat thetr vifits: neor is ¥, dn fa,

the intereft of the:Company-that people of thmem(y turn,

and- who require enly as-muéh iron-werk at a time as can
be purchafed with three or four beaver-fkins, -and -that
only once in two or thrge years, fhould be-ipvited to-the
Fa&ories ; becaufe what they beg and fteal while there,
is worth, in the way. of trade, three times. the quantity
of furrs -which they -bring. For this reafon, -it s much
meore -for the “inteselt - of the Cempany . that-the an-
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nual traders fhould buy up all thofe {fmall quanﬁtics of
furrs, and. bring them in: their own. name, than that a

parcel of  beggars fhould: be encouraged: to: come to. the

FaQory with fcarcely as many furrs as will pay for the -
victuals they eat while they are on.the plantation..

I have- often heard- it obferved, that the Indians whe
attend the deer-pounds might,-in. the courfe of a Win-
ter, colle& a vaft number of pelts, which would well
deferve the attention of thofe who are called carriers or
traders ;. but it is a truth, though unknown:to thofe fpe-
culators, that the deer fkins at that feafon are not. only as
thin as a.bladder, but are alfo full of warbles, which ren-
der them of -little ar no value. Indeed, were they a more
marketable commodity than they really are, the remote.
fituation of thofe pounds from. the Company’s FaQories;

‘muft for ever be an unfurmountable. barrier to the Indians

bringing any of thofe fkins to trade. The fame obfervation
may be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe chief
fupport, the whale year round, is venifon ; but the want of
heavy draught in Winter, and water-carriage in Summer,
will not permit them to bring many deer fkins to market,
not even.thofe that are in feafon, and for. wlnch there has

| always been great encautagcmcnt given. .

We ﬁsopped only one: mght in. company with the In-
diaps. whom we met on Pike Lake, and in the morning.
of the fourth, proceeded.ta crafs.the remainder. of thas

‘ Lake ;
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Lake; but, though the weather was fine, and though  1771.
the Lake was not more than twenty-feven miles broad at  Mareh.
the place where we croffed it, yet the Indians loft fo much

time at play, that it was the feventh before we arrived on gth.
the Weft fide of it. During the whole time we were
crofling it, each mght we found cither points of land, or
iflands, to put up in. On the eighth, we lay a httle to  &h
the Eaft North Eaft of Black Bear Hill, where the In-

dians killed two deer, which were the firft we had feen

for ten days; but having plenty of dried meat and fat

with us, we were by no means in want during any part

of that time. On the ninth,. we proceeded on our eourfe o
to the Weftward, and foon met with as great plenty of

deer as we had feen: during any part of our journey;
which, ne doubt; made things go on fmooth and eafy:

and as the Spring advanced, therigour of the Winter na-
turally abated, fo that at times we had fine pleafant
weather over-head, though it was never fo warm as to
occafion any thaw, unlefs in fuch places as lay expofed to

the mid-day fun,. and.were fheltered from all the cold

- winds. .

On the nineteenth, .as'we were continuing our:courfe to: ;g
the Weft and Weft.by South, we faw the tracks of feveral
firangers; and on following the main path, we arrived
that- mghtax five tents of Norghern Indians, who had re—
fided there great part of the Winter, fnaring deer in -the.
fame manner as thofe before mentioned. . Indecd it hould.

 feem.
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1771.  feem that this, as well as fome othér places, had been

March.

20th.

frequented more than once on this occafion ; for the wood
that had been cut down for fewel, and other ufes, was almoft
incredible. Before morning, the weather became fo bad,
and the ftorm continued to rage with fuch violence, that we
did not move for feveral days; and as fome of the Indians
we met with at this place were going to Prince of Wales’s
Fort in the Summer, I embraced the opportunii'ycf fending
by them a Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agrecably to the
tenor of my inftruéions. By fumming up my courfes and
diftances from my [aft obfervation, for the weather at that
time would not permit me to obferve, I judged myfelf to
be in latitude 61° 30" North, and about 19° 60" of longi-
tude to the Weft of Churchill River. This, and fome
accounts of the ufage I received from the natives, with my
opinion of the future fuccefs of the journey, formed the

contents of my Letter.

On the twenty-third, the weather became fine and mo-
derate, fo we once more purfued our way; and the next
day, as well as on the twenty-fixth, faw feveral more
tents of Northern Indians, who were employed in the
fame manner as thofe we had formerly met ; but fome of
them having had bad fuccefs, ‘and being relations or ac-
quaintances of partof my crew, joined our company, and
proceeded with us to the Weltward. Though the -degt
did'not then keep regular.paths, fo as to enable the In-
dians to catch them m pounds, yet they were to-be met

2 - with




NORTHERN OCEAN

with in great abundance in fcattezed herds; fo that my
companioqs killed as many as they pleafed with their
guns, :

We ftill sontinued .our coure to the Weft and Weft by
South, and an the cighth of Apnl, arrived at a {mall
Lake, called Thelewey-aza-yeth; but with what propriety
it is fo called I cannot difcover, for the meaning of
Thelewey-aza-yeth is Little Fith Hill: probably fo called
from a high hill which #tands on a long point near the
Weft end of the Lake. 'On an ifland in this Lake we
pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer very nu-
merous, determined to flay here fome time, in order to
dry and pound meat to take with us; for they well knew,
by the feafon of the year, that the deer were then draw-
ing out to the barren ground, and as the Indians propofed
to walk due North on our leaving the Lake, it was un-
certain when we fhould again meet with any more. As
feveral Indians had during the Winter joined our party,
our number had now increafed to feven tents, which in
the wholr contained not lefs than feventy perfons.

Agreeably to the Indians’ propofals we remained at
Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which time my
companions were bufily employed (at their intervals
from hunting) in preparing {mal ftaves of birch-wood,
about one and a quarter. inch fquare, and feven or eight
feet long. Thele ferve. as tent-poles all the Summer,

” while
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while on the barren ground ; and as the fall advances, are
converted into {now-fhoe frames for Winter ufe. Birch-
rind, together with timbers and other wood-work for
building canoss, were alfo another obje& of the Indian’s
attention while at this place ; but as the canoes were not
to be fet up till our.arrival at Clowey, (which was many
miles diftant,) all the wood-work was reduced to its pro-

per fize, for the fake of makingit' light for carriage.

Asto myfelf I had little to do, except to ‘make a few
obfervations for determining the latitude, bringing up my
journal, and filling up my chart to the prefent time. I
found the latitude of this place 61° 30" North, and its
longitude, by my account, 1g° Wett of Prince of Wales’s
Fort. -

Haviag a good flock of dried provifions, and moft of
the neceffary work for canoes all ready, on the eighteenth
we moved about nire or ten miles to the North North

“Wefl, and then came to a tent of Northern Indians who

were tenting on the North fide of Thelewey-aza River.
From thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife ;

fo that he had now no lefs than feven, moft of whom
would for fize have made good grenadiers. He prided
himfelf much in the height and ftrength of his wives, and
would frequently fay, few women would carry or haul
heavier loads; and though they had, in general, a'very maf-

Cuhnc appearance, yet he preferred them to thofe of a2

mor c
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more dclicate form and moderate ftature. 1In a country
like this, where a partner in exceflive hard labour is the
chief motive for the union, and the fofter endearments
of a conjugal life are only confidered as a fecondary
obje&, there feems to be great propriety in fuch a choice;
but if all the men were of this way of thinking, what

- would become of the greater part of the women, who in’

general are but of low ftature, and many of them of a moft
delicate make, though not of the exa@eft proportion, or
moft beautiful mould? Take them in a body, the women
are as deftitute of real beauty as any nation I ever faw,
though there are fome few of them, when young, who are
tolerable ; but the care of a family, added to their con-
ftant hard labour, foon make the moft beautiful among
them look old and wrinkled, even before they are thirty ;
and feveral of the more ordinary ones at that age are perfe&

_ antidotes to love and gallantry. This, however, does not
render them lefs dear and valuable to their owners, which'

is a lucky circumftance for thofe women, and a .certain

proof that there is no fuch thing as any rule or ftandard

for beauty. Afk a Northern Indian, what is beauty ? he
Wk will anfwer, a broad flat face, fmall eyes, high chcek-
bones, three or four broad black lines a-crofa each cheek,

a low forechead, a large broad chin, a clumfy hook-no(e,-

a tawney hide, and breafts hanging down to the belt.
Thofe beauties are greatly heightened, or at leaft rendered
more valuable, when the pofeffor is capable of drefling
all kinds of fkins, converting them into the different parts
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of their clothing, and able to carry eight os ten * fRone
in Summer, or hayl a much greater weight in Wintey.
Thele, and other fimilar accomplithments, are all that
are fought after, or expeced, of a Nosthera Indian woman.
As to their temper, it is-of little confeguenes ; for the men
have a wenderful facility in making the moft flubbom
comply with as much alagrity as conld poffibly be expefied
fram thofe of the mildeft aad moft abliging tuin of mind;
fo shat the only real difference is, the ane obeys through fear,
and the osher complies cheerfully from a willing mind; besh
knowing that what is commanded muft be done. They
are, in fad, all kept at 3 great diftance, and the rank they
hold in the opinion of the men cannot be better exprefied

o5 exphined, than by obferving the method of treating

or ferving them at meals, which would appear very humi-
liating, to an European woman, though cuftom makes it
fut light on thofe whode ot it is to bear it. It is neceffary
to obferve, that when the men kill any large beaft, the
women are always fent to bring it to the tent: when it is
brought there, every operation it undergoes, fuch as fplit-
ting, drying, pounding, &c. is performed by the women.
When any thing is to be prepared for eating, it is the
women who cook it; and when it is done, the wives
and daughters of the greateft Captains in the country are
never ferved, til} all the males, even thofe who are in the
capacity of fervants, have eaten what they think proper ;

* The ftone berg meant is fourteen pounds.
and
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ahd in BHNR of fearcity it s frequently their lot to be left
Withot 4 fingle motfel. It 1s; Kewever, natural to think
they tike the liberty of Helping themfelvés in fectet; bue
this At Be dotfe with great prodeice, 43 cipital em-
bezzlenments of ptovifions in fuch ¥mes ate looked on as
affairs 6F real confeuence, and frequently fubje@ them to
& very fevere besting. 1T theyare pradiifed by a worhan
whole youth 4nd inatterttion to dotiteltic cortcerns camnot
plead in her favour, ‘they will ot ever be & blot in her
charatter, and few wien will thufe to have het fot a wife.,

 Pinding plenty of gbod bich growing by the fide of

Theley-aza River, We vemained thete for a few days; in
erdér to complete 3l the wadd-work for the canecs, as

1971,
177
April.

well & for every other vl For which e epuld poffibly -

wadt it of the baitéh ground, diting our Buitither’s
cruife. On the twenticth, Matonabbee ferit one of his
brothers, and fome others, a-head, with birch-rind and
wotxd=work fot 4 cance, ahd gave them orders to proceed
to a fthall Laké fiear the barren ground calted Clowey,

whtte they wete defired to make all pofitble Hafte in build-

ing the catibe, that it might bé ready on our attival,

- Baving finifled fueh wood=work as the fidians thought
would be ntceffiry, atid having augmented our flock
of dried thitat ahd fat, the wwenty-firk wis appointed
fot movihg; but oide of the womth having béeh taken
it 1bsur, 48 it being varhér an extracrdinaty cafe, we
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were detained more than two days. The inftant, how-
ever, the poor woman was delivered, which was not
until the had fuffered all the pains ufually felt on thofe
occafions for near fifty-two hours, the fignal was made
fo rmoving when the poor creature took her infant on
her back and fet out with -the reft of the company ;
and though another pc.rfon had the humanity to haul

her fledge for her, (for one day only,) fhe was obliged to

carry a confiderable load befide her little charge, and was

frequently obliged to wade knee-decp in water and wet

fnow. Her very looks, exclufive of her rhoans, were a

“fufficient proof of the great pain fhe endured, infomuch

that although fhe was a perfon I greatly difliked, her dif-
trefs at this time fo overcame my prejudice, that I never
felt more for any of her fex in my life; indeed her fighs
pierced me to the foul, and rendered me very miferable,

as it was not in my power to relieve her.

When.a Northern Indian woman is taken in labour,

a {mall tent is ere@ed for her, at fuch a diftance from

the other tents that‘ her cries cannot eafily be heard,

and the other women and young gxrls arc her conftant

vifitants: no male, exccpt children in arms, ever offers

~ to approach her. It is'a circumftance perhaps to be la-
‘mented, that thefe people never attempt to affift each

‘other on thofe occafions, even in the moft critical cafes.

This is in fome meafure owing to dclxcacy, but more pro-

bably to an opinion they entertain that nature is abun-
dantly
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NORTHERN OCEAN.

dantly fufficient to perform every thing required, without

of -the affiftance which European women derive from
the fkill and attention of our midwives, they treated it
with the utmoft contempt; ironically obferving,  that
¢ the many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other deformi-
¢ ties, fo frequent among the Englifh, were undoubtedly
“ owing to the great fkill of the perfons who affifted in
“ bringing them into the world, and to the extraordinary
“ care of their nurfes afterward.”

A Northern Indian woman after child-birth is rec-
koned unclean for a month or five weeks; during which
time {he always remains in a fmall tent placed at a lictle
diftance from the others, with only a female acquaintance
or two; and during the whole time the father never fees
the child. Their reafon for this pra&ice is, that children
when firft born are fometimes not very fightly, having in
general large heads, and but little hair, and are, moreover,
often difcoloured by the force of the labour; fo that were
the father to fec them to fuch great difadvantage, he might
probably take a diflike to them, which never afterward
could be removed.

The names of the children are always given to them
by the parents, or fome perfon near of kin. Thofe of the
boys are various, and generally derived from fome place,
feafon, or amma.l ‘the names of the girls are chiefly

‘ | taken
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‘any external help whatever. When I informed them
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A JOURNEY T6 THE
taken from fome pary et preputy of a Marth; fuch
ab, ‘the White Mertin, the Bléck Marth, thé Suminer
Martin, the Méerttn’s Héaé, me.mmfsm; the MRrtin's
Heart, the Martin’s Tall, &.% -

On the twenty-third, as I kinted abdve, we began
to move forward; and to thipe our courfe nearly North;
but the weather was in genéral fo hot, and fo hmch fhow
had, in confequence, been meited, as made it bad watking
in fnow-fhoes, and fuch exceeding heavy hauling, that it
was the third of May before we could arrive at Clowey,
though the diftasice was fiot above eighty-five miles from
Thekewey-aza-yeth. In our wiy we croffed pirt of two
{mall Lakes, called Tittameg Lake and Seattack Lake ;
neither of which afe of any note, thoiigh Both aboend
with fine fith,

* Matonabbee had eight wives, and they were all called Martins,
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CHAP V

Tranfa&ions at Clowey, and on our Journey, till our
' Arrival at the Copper-mine River.

Seueral frange badians join ¥i.—vIndicns engiloyed: building canoes ; de-
Jexipvion and yfe of them.~—~Muare Indass join us, (o the amount of
Jowe bundreds.—lLeave Cloyey.—Receive inselligence that Keelfbies
was near us.—Two young men difpatched for my letters and goods.~—
Arrwchqﬁedee my‘l'fart of it and make a large finoke.—
Qsc gfw s wives clopas. =Some. semarks on the natives.—Keel- .
Dics joime yz, and delivess sy letters, but the goadt were all cxpam’ca’
—A Northern Indian wifpes to take ome of Matonabbec's wives
from bim ; matiers compromifed, but bad ke to bave proved Jatal to
my progrefs.~Crofs Pe/beww Lake, when I make proper arrangements for
the remainder of my journey.—Many Indians join our party, in order
to mobe war om the Efgupmanx at the Copper, va:z:.——-Prcpam:mnr
made for that pwpojé while at Clowey.—Proceed on our journey to the
North.—Some remarks op the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake on the ice.—
Tbe Sun &d not fet.—Arrive at Congecathawbachage.—Find [rveral
Indians there.—Remarks and trasfaions during our fay at
Gougecatbarvbachege.—Pracerd on our jourmey—~Weather very bado—
drrive gt the Stoney Mouwgins,—Some accoung of them.—Crofs part
of Buffalo Lake on the ice.—Saw many mufk-oxen.—Defcription of
them.—Went with fome Indians to view Grizzle-bear Hll.— Foin a
Srange Northern Indian Leader, called Qlye, in company with fome
W Bdiavs—~Tbar bebaviewsr to. me.~Arsive at the Gopper-imine

THE Lake Clowey is not much more than twelve .
miles broad in the wideft part. A {mall river which “"n?;v"‘

runs into it on the Weft fide, is faid by the Indians to -
join the’ Athapufcow Lake.
-2 On
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A JOURNEY TO THE

On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May, we
found that the Captain’s brother, and thofe who were fent
a-hcad with him from Theley-aza River, had only got
there two days before us ; and, on account of the weather,
had not made the leaft progrefs in building the canoe, the
plan of which they had taken with them. The fame day
we got to Clowey feveral other Indians joined us from
different quarters, with intent to build their canoes at the
fame place. Some of thofe Indians had refided within
four or five miles, to the South Eaft of Clowey all the
Winter; and had procured a plentiful livelihood by
fnaring deer, in the manner which has been already de-

{cribed.

Immediately afrer our arrival at Clowey, the Indians
began to build their canoes, and embraced every conve-
nient opportunity for that purpofe: but as warm and dry
weather only is fit for this bufinefs, which was by no
means the cafe at prefent, it was the cighteenth of May
before the canoes belonging to my party could be com-
pleted. On the nineteenth we agreed to proceed on our
journey ; but Matonabbee’s canoe”meeting with fome
damage, which took near a whole day to repair, we were
detained till the twentieth.

Thofe veflels, though made of the fame materials with
the canoes of the Southern Indians, differ from them both

in fhape and conftru&ion ; they are alfo much fmaller and
~ lighter,
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lighter ; and though very ‘flight and fimple in their con- 1771
ftru@ion, are neverthelefs the beft that could poflibly be ‘—E‘;—J
contrived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who are fre-
quently obliged to carry them a hundred, and fometimes
a hundred and fifty miles at a time, without having occa-

fion to put them into the water. Indeed, the chief ufe of
thefc canoes is to ferry over unfordable rivers; though
fometimes, and at a few places, it muft be acknowl y
that they are of great fervice in killing deer, as they enable
the Indians to crofs rivers and the narrow parts of lakes;
they are alfo ufeful in killing fwans, geefe, ducks, &c. in

- the moulting fafon

All the tools ufed by an Indian in bmldmg his canoe,
as well as in making his fnow-{hoes, and every other kind
of wood-work, confift of a hatchet, a knife, a file, and
an awl; in the ufe of which they are fo dextrous, that
every thing they make is executed with a neatnefs not to
be excelled by the moft expert mechanic, aflifted with
every tool he could with.-

In thape the Northern Indian canoe bears fome refem-
blance to a weaver’s fhuttle ; being flat-bottomed, with
ﬂ:rmght upnght fides, and ﬂ:arp ateachend; but the ftern
is by far the wideft part, as there the baggage is generally
laid, and oCeaﬁonally a fecond perfon, who always liesdown
at full length in the bottom of the canoe. In this man-
ner th/ey carry one another acrofs rivers and the narrow

0] : parts
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1771 parts of lakes in thofe little veflels, which feldom: execed
7. twelve or -thirteea feet in length, and are from twenty
inches to two feet broads in the wideft part. The hesd,
or fore part, is unneceffirily log; and’ marrow'; and
is all covered over with: birch-bavl, wlhch adds confider-
ablyto&ewaght, without- cetitrilipting to- the burthen:
of ithe vefitl. In general, thef Mllans make-ufk of the
fingle paddle, though a few Maweilauble ones, like the
Efqmmaux . the latter; however’ cre feldom ufed, but
by thefe who lie in wait to- IﬂBd’&t as they crof rivers

and nm‘row lakes *.

17

our flay at Clowey we were joined by upward

éf two hundred: Indians from: diﬁ%rent quarters, moft of
whom Built canoes at this place ; %twas I'was under the
prow&‘ioa of a principal man; noone dﬂ'ered to- moleﬁ‘

Es

~® SecPhnIV where Fig. A reprefents the. bomqo&thcc:me, Fx&B
bmngdu\ﬁxc-aart. Fig.C xs:hccompkﬁq&meofoqcbcforcmscovucd»
with the bark of the birch-tree: itis :d"on an artificial bank, which
the natives raife to build it on. Fig. Duahdm«nfa&mfnmbers,-
bent.and Jathed in their proper {hape, and left;b,dry Fig. E is the repre-
fentatien of a complete - canoe. Fig, Ftefired ope of their paddies.
Fig: G'a fpear with which they kil dcer, Aqt H’tlmrmodc.of cartying

ny;'

themoc, e

Tbe followxng references arctothe fvcrﬁptrtsofthc canoe : F:g C.
1. Fhe fem, 2 The Fern-polt, 3. T forked fticks fupporting. the
ﬁmandﬂem»poﬁ; 4« The.gunwales, - “§.Small rods -piaced between the
timbers and birch-back that covers them. 6. . ;¥he timbers.. 7. The keelfon.
8. Large ftones placed there tokccp themﬁeadynnthe ﬁdcsare
femed on,

me,

RN

[ AR e - Gt R AR T e T . P . ..
‘i“’\“wf--.? B N B e s LIt G g St T B T LI L e el EU )
A e T S g G e e g s RN T R A e R R M i~ L e L i PR Ry ST H
T e N mfrile gt I AR A TR R e s~ L e AT O ) ¥ e - . ot L

& EEERL R SR 4 SRR TR A € fh !V e A ..

s ey AR RS A




Lhete 1

Yo tace Page un

'3
¥

Mo By

3 r 'w

C
—1 w I.l
. S u

A The Bottom of the (anse. .
B The Rwvepat .
C The Frame, comploat . _ .Z?a%t??g%b!..?;
. D A Set of Nimbers bent and lnshed in their proper ¢ ThAe Gunwalls
Aape for diying.

Imall Rod; placcd betwon the Tonhers, & the Hirchrind |
B A Conoc comploat . The Timbers .
F A Paddie .

J

6
v S 7 The Kelsin .
G A Spow to kil Doer with in the Water . s
H The method of carrying ke Cunoc in Summer .

2 The Stem .
R - ?\s‘s

Larye Seones, to kecp the Bottom steady, all sn .b\as

are arewed to .

N
s
2
Bl
i

17

o
BNy

Londeon, Pt liched Jan MEVIRRIIR N AV IS NP N

Svake rendy ' 358 Sorond



Y

Bras

Ay

s

"

e

6

e .

~ B UL 2 W

\a& \\,.\.. Jiee
A The Bottem or the (unoe

B The Forepeuy

CThe P ;ii\.\a\

VY s or Limbiera bent and Liihed v then [
.‘\5\: ror dryinay

Food tauno compleat

¥ Laddle

v A dpear to kdl Degro ih i the Water

W Vhemethod or cossving the Canee i Yumomaes

e i rma s i «

Rerirenee to the Shleton
The Vtem

Merve provit

b twe torked o piportiveg the St & tern

/

N

“

&

The Curnall.

armall >.‘:\.\v\l:-\ Loty

o the Limbhr e & the Varhrvnd

The \V\:\: ’a
\\: >.‘N.\A~ A

Laasere toris to ki the Bor,.

wteady ol the Videe

are oned to




s ¥ e R -
e - e
.
-
N
»
é .
. . i
" I A " .




NORTHERN OCEAN.

me, nor can I {ay they were very clamorous for any thing
I'had. This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee’s in~
forming them of my true fituation; which was, that I
had not, by any means, fufficient neceflaries for myfelf,
much lefs to give away. The few goods which I had with

~ me were intended to be referved for the Gopper and Dog-

ribbed Indians, who never vifit the Company’s Fa&ories.
Tobacco was, however, always given away; for every one
of any nate, who joined us, expedted to be treated with 2 few
pipes, and on fome occafions it was fcarcely poflible to getoff
without prefenting a few inches * to them ; which, with
the conftant fupplies which I was obliged to furnith my
own crew, decreafed that article of my flock fo faft, that
notwithftanding ¥ had yet advanced fo fmall a part of my
journey, more than aone half of my flore was expended.
Gun-powder and fhot alfo were articles commenly afked for
by moft of the Indians we met; and in general thefe were
dealt round to them with a liberal hand by my guide Ma-
tonabbee. I muft, however, do him.the juftice to ac-
knowledge, that what he diftributed was all his own,
which he had purchafed at the Fa&ory; to my certain
knowledge he bartered ome hundred amd fifty martins’
fkins for powder only; befides a great mamber of beaver,
and other furrs, for thet, ball, iron-work, and tobacco,
purpofely to give away among his countrymen ; as he had
certainly as many of thefe articles given to him as were, in

* The tobacco ufed in Hudfon’s Bay is the Brafil tobacco; which is twifted
into the form of a rope, of near an inch diameter, and then wound into a
large roll; from which it-is-taken by meafures of length, for the natives.
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A JOURNEY TO THE

his opinion, fufficient for our fupport during our journey
out and home, |

Matomabbee’s canoe having been repaired, on the twen-
tieth we left Clowey, and proceeded Northward. That
morning a {mall gang of ftrangers joined us, who informed
my guide, that Captain Keelfhies was within a day’s walk
to the Southward. Keelfhies was the man by whom 1 had
fent a letter to Prince of Wales’s Fort, from Catha~
whachaga, in the beginning of July one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy ; but not long after that, having the
misfortune to break my quadrant, I was obliged to return
to the Fort a fecond time; and though we faw many
fmokes, and fpoke with feveral Indians on my return
that year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren
ground, and I had not feen or heard of him fince that time.

As Matonabbee was defirous that I {hould receive my
letters, and alfo the goods I had written for, he difpatched
two of his young men to bring them. We continued
our journey -to the Northward;  and the next day
faw feveral large fmokes at a great diftance to the Eaftward
on the barren ground, which were fuppefed to be made
by fome pasties of Indians' bound to Prince of Wales’s

Fort with furrs and other commodities for trade.

On the twenty-fecond and twenty-third, we proceeded
to the North, at the rate of fourteen or fifteen miles
a-day; and in the evening of the latter, got clear of all

the
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the woods, and lay on the barren ground. The fame
evening the two young:men who were feat for my let-
ters, &c. returned, and told me that Keelthies had pro-
mifed to join us in a fewdays, and deliver the things to
me with his own hand.

The twenty-fourth proved bad and rainy weather, fo
that we only walked about feven miles, when finding a
few blafted ftumps of trees, we pitched our tents. = It was
well we did fo, for toward night we had exceflively bad

* weather, with loud thunder, ftrong lightning, and heavy

rain, attended with a very hard gale of wind from the
South Weft; toward the next morning, however, the
wind veered round to the North Weft, and the weather
became intenfely cold and frofty. We walked that day
about eight miles to the Northward, when we were
obliged to put up, being almoft benumbed with cold.
There we found a few dry ftumps, as we had done the day

before, which ferved us for fewel *.
The

* [ have obferved, during my feveral journies in thofe parts, that all the way
to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old withered

ftumps, and. trees which have been blown down by the wind. They are moftly

of the fort which is called here Juniper, but were feldom of any confiderable
fize. Thofe blafted trees are found in fome parts to extend to the diftance of
twenty miles from the living woods, and detached patches of them are much.
farther off ; ‘which is a proof that the cald his been increafing in thofe parts.
for fome ages. . Indeed, fome of the older Northern Indians have affured me,
that they have heard their fathers and grandfathers fay, they remembered the
greateft part of thofe placcs where the trccsarc now blafted and dead, in,a

* flourithing
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The weather on the twenty-fixth was fo bad, with fnow
and thick drifting fleet, that we did not move ; but the
next morning proving fine and pleafant, we dried our
things, and walked about twelve miles to the Northward ;
moft of the way on the ice of a {mall river which runs
into Pefhew Lake®. We then faw a fmoke to the South-
ward, which we judged to be made by Keelthies, fo we
put up for the night by the fide of the above-mentioned
Lake, where I expe@ed we fhould have waited for his
arrival ; but, to my great furprize, on the morrow we
again fet forward, and walked twenty-two miles to the
Northward on Pefhew Lake, and in the afternoen pitched

our tents on an ifland, where, by my defire, the Indians

made a large fmoke, and propofed to ftay a day or two for

- Captain Keelfhies.

In the night, one of Matonabbee’s wives and another

woman eloped: it was fuppofed they went off to the
Eaftward, in order to meet their former hufbands, from

flourifhing ftate; and that they were remarkable for abounding with deer. It
is a well-known fat, that many deer are fond of frequenting thofe plains
where the juniper trees abound near barren grounds, particularly in fine ‘wea-
ther during the Wineer; but in heavy gales of wind they cither make fhelter in
the thick woods, or go out on the open phains. The Indians, who never want
a reafon for any thing, fay, that the deer quit the thin ftraggling woods during
the high winds, becaufe the nodding of the trees, whea at a confiderable dif-
tance from cach other, frightens them; but in the midft of a thick foreft, the
conftant ruftling of the branches lulls them iato fecurity, and renders them an

eafy prey to a fkilful hunter.

® Probably the fame with Partridge Lake in the Map.
2 | _ whom
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whom they had been fometime before taken by force.
This affair made more noife and buftle than I could
have fuppofed; and Matonabbee feemed entirely difcon-
certed, and quite inconfulable for the lofs of his wife.
She was certainly by far the handfomeft of all his flock,
of a moderate fize, and had a fair complexion ; fhe ap-
parently poficflcd a mild temper, and very engaging man-
ners. In fa&, fhe feemed to have every good quality that
could be expe@ed in a Northern Indian woman, and that
could render her an agreeable companion to an inhabit-
ant of this part of the world. She had not, however,
appeared happy in her late fituation; and chofe rather
to be the fole wife of a {prightly young fellow of no
note, (though very capable of maintaining her,) than to
have the feventh or eighth fhare of the affe@ion of the
greateft man in the country. I am {orry to mention an
incident which happened while we were building the
canoes at Clowey, and which by no means does honour to
Matonabbee : it is no lefs a crime than that of having ae-
tually ftabbed the hufband of the above-mentiened girl in
three places; and had it not been for timely afliftance,
would certainly have murdered him, for no other reafon
than becaufe the poar man: had fpoken difrefpe@fully of
him for: having taken his wife away by force. The cool
deliberation with which Matonabbee committed this bloOdyf'
ation, convinced me it-had been a loag premeditated de-
fign ; for he ne fooner heard of the man’s arrival, than
he opened onc of his wives’ bundles, and, with the greateft:

compofure,
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compofure, took outa new long box-handled knife, went
into the man’s tent, and, without any preface whatever,
took him by the collar, and began to execute his horrid
defign. The poor wan anticipating his danger, fell on
his face, and called for affiftance; but before any could
be had he received three wounds in the back. For-
tunately for him, they all happened on the fhoulder-blade,
fo that his life was {pared. When Matonabbee returned
to his tent, after committing this horrid deed, he fat down
as compofedly as if nothing had happened, called for"
water to wath his bloody hands and knife, fmoked his
pipe as ufual, feemed to be perfedly at eafe, and afked if
I did not think he had done right?

It has ever been the cuftom among thofe people for the
men to wreftle for any woman to whom they are attached;

and, of courfe, the ftrongeft party always carries off the

- prize. A weak man, unlefs he be a good hunter and well-

beloved, is feldom permitted to keep a wife that a ftronger
man thinks worth his notice : for atany time when the wives
of thofe ftrong wreftlers are heavy-laden either with furrs
or provifions, they make no {cruple of tearing any other
man’s wife from his bofom, and making her bear a part
of bis luggage. This cuftom prevails throughout all their
tribes, and caufes a great fpirit of emulation among their
youth, who are upon all occafions, from their childhood, -
trying their ftrength and fkill in wreftling. This enables
them to prote@ their property, and particularly their wives,

| from
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from the hands of thofe powerful ravithers ; fome of whom
make almoft a livelibood by taking what they pleafe from
the weaker parties, without making them apy return.
Indeed, it is reprefented as an a& of great generofity, if
they condefcend to make an unequmal exchange; as, in
gencral, abufe and infult are the enly return for the lofs
which is fuftained.

The way in which they tear the women and qther pro-
perty from one another, though it has the appearance of the
greateft brutality, can fearcely be called fighting. I never
knew any of them receive the leaft hurt in thefe ren-
contres ; the whole bufinefs corfafls in hauling each other
about by the hair of the head ; they are feldom kmewn
either to ftrike or kick ene another. It is not uncommon
for one of them to cut off hi hair and to greafe his ears,
immediately before the coateft begins. This, however, is
done privately; and it is fametimes- truly laughable, to
fee one of the partics fratting abeut with 2n air of great
importance, and ealling out, ¢ Wherc is he? Why does
‘“ e not eome out ¥ when the other wilt bolt out with
~ a clean fhorned head and greafed ears, rufh on his anta-
gonift, feize him by the hair; and though perhaps a
much weaker man, foon drag him' to the ground, while
the fronger is not able to lay hold on him. It is very
frequent on thofc occafrons for cach party to- have {pies,
= to watch the other’s motions, which puts them more on
a footing of equality. For want of hair to pull, they

P feize
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feize each other about the waift, with legs wide extended,
and try their ftrength, by cndcavourmg to vie who can
firft throw the othcr down.

On thefe wrefthing occafions the ftanders-by never at-
tempt to interfere in the conteft ; even one brother offers
not to aflift another, unlefs it be with advice, which, as
it is always delivered openly on the field during the con-
teft, may, in fa&, be faid to be equally favourable to
both partia It fometimes happens that one of the
wreftlets is fuperior in firength to the other; and if a
woman be’ the caunfe of the conteft; the wwker is fre-
quently unwilling to yield, notwithftanding he is greatly
overpowered. When this happens to be the cafe, the re-
lations and frieads, or other bye-ftanders, will fometimes

join to perfuade the weaker combatant to give up the

conteft, left, by continuing it, he fheuld get bruifed

and hurt, without the leaft probability of being able to

prote& what he is contending fos. I obferved that very
few of thofe people were diffatisficd with the wives which
had fallen to their lot, for wheasever any confiderable
number of them were in company, fcarcely a day paffed
without fome overtures being made for contefts of this

~ kind; and it was often. very unplcafant to me, to fee the

objec of the conteft fitting in' penfive filence watching her
fate, while ber hufband and his rival were contending for
the prize. I have indeed not only felt pity for thofe poor
wretched viims, but the utmoft indignation, when I

have
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have {een them won, perhaps, by a man whom they mor-
tally hated. On thofe occafions their grief and relu@ance
to follow their new lord has been fo great, that the bufi-
nefs has often ended in the greateft brutality ; for, in the
ftruggle, I have feen the poor girls ftripped quite naked,
and carried by main force to their new lodgings. At
other times it was pleafant enough to fec a fine girl led off
the freld from a hufband fhe difliked, with a tear in one
eye and a finger on the other: . for cuftom, or delicacy
if you pleafe, has taught them to think it neceffary to
whimper a little, let the change be ever fo much to their
inclination. I bave throughout this account given the
women the appellation of girls, which is pretty applicable,
as the objeds of conteft are generally young, and without
any family : few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of

maintaining other people’s children, except on particular

occafions, which will be taken notice of hereafter.

Some of the old men, who are famous on account of
their fuppofed fkill in conjuration, ' have great influence in
perfuading the rabble from committing thofe' outrages ;
but the humanity of thefe fages is feldom known to ex-
tend beyond thcit:ojim.familics. ‘In defence of them they
will exert’ theirautmoft influence; but when ' théir own
relations are guilty of the fame crime, they feldom inter-
fere. . This partial -condu@ creates fome fecret, and fe-

veral apen enemics ; -but the generality of their neigh-
bours are deterred, through feaz.or fuperftition, from exe--

P2 cuting
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cuting their revenge, and cven from talking difrefpe@-
fully of thém, unlefs it be behind their backs; which isa
vice of which almoft every Iadian in this couatry, without
exception, is guilty, |

Notwithftanding the Northemn Indians are fo covetaus,
and pay folitde regard to private property as to take
every advantage of bodily ftrength to rob their adighbours,
not only of their goods, but of their wives, yet they are,
in other refpeds, the mildeft tribe, or pation, that is to
be found on the borders of Hudfon’s Bay: for let their
affronts or loldes be ever fo great, they never will feek any
otha‘rcmgethanthatofwvdﬂing. As for murder,
which is fo common among all the tribes of Soathern In-
dians, it is fldom heard of among them. A murderer is

fhunned and detefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to

wander up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his
own relations and former friends. In that refpe@ a mur-
derer may truly be compared to Cain, after he had killed
his brother Abel. 'The cool reception he meets with by
all who know him, occafions him to grow melancholy,
and he never leaves any place but the whole company fay,
¢ There goes the murderer!” The women, it is true, fome-

ttmes receive an unlucky. blow from their hufbands for
mifbehaviour, which-occafions their death; but this is
- thought nothing-of : and for one man or woman to kill
another out -of revenge, or through jealoufy, or on any

other accouat, is.fo cxtmotdmary, that very few are now
2 cxx(’ung
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exifting who have been guilty of it. At the prefent mo-
ment I know not one, befide Matonabbee, who ever made
an atterapt of that natete; and he s, in every other refpet,
a man of fuch univerfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian,
of fuch great humanity, that 1 am at a lofs how to account
for his -having been guilty of fuch a crime, unlefs it be

_ by his having lived among the Southern Indians fo long, as

to become tainted with their blood-thirfty, revengeful, and
vindi@ive difpofition. ‘

Easly in the morning of the twenty-ninth, Captain
Keelflies joined us. He delivered to me a packet of let-
ters, and a two-quart keg of French brandy; but affured
me, that the powder, fhot, tobacco, knives, &c. which
he received at the Fort for me, were all expended. He
endeavoured to make fome apology for this, by faying,
that fome of his relations died in the Winter, and that he
had, according to their cuftom, thrown all his own things
away ; after which he was obliged to have recourfe to my
ammunition and other goods, to fupport himfelf and =
numerous family. The very affe@ing manner in which
he related this ftory, often crying like a child, was a great
proof of his extreme forrow, which he withed to per-
fuade me arofe from the recalle@ion of his having em-
bezzled fo much of my property; but I was of a differ-
ent opinion, and attributed his grief to arife from the
remembrance of his deeeafed relations. However, as a
fmall recompence for my lefs, he prefented me with four

ready-

10g
1771.



1107

1771,
[ S |

A JOURNEY TO THE

ready-drefled moofe-fkins, which was, he faid, the only
retribution he could then make. The moofe-fkins, though
not the twenticth part of the value of the goods which
he had embezzled, were in reality more acceptable to
me, than the ammunition and the other articles would
have been, on account of their great ufe as fhoe-leather,
which at that time was a very fcarce article with us,
whereas we had plenty of powder and fhot.

On the fame day that Keelfhies joined us, an Indian

man, who had been fome time in our company, infifted on

taking one of Matonabbee’s wives from him by force, un-
lefs he complied with his demands, which were, that
Matonabbee thould give him a certain quantity of ammu-
nition, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and feveral
other articles; every ane of which, Matonabbee was obliged
to deliver, or lofe the woman; for the other man far ex-
celled him in ftrength. Matonabbee was more exafperated
on this occafion, as the fame man had fold him the woman
no langer ago than the nineteenth of the preceding April.
Having expended all the goods he then poflefled, however,
he was determined to make another bargain for her ; and as
fhe was what may be called a valuable woman in their
eftimation ; that is, one who was not only tolerably per-
fonable, but reckoned very fkilful in manufa&uring the
different kinds of- leather, fkins, and furrs, and at the

fame time very clever in the performance of every other

domeftic duty required of the fex in this part of the

world ;
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world; Matonabbee was more unwilling to part with her,
cfpccxally as he lmd fo lately fuffered a lofs of the fame
kind.

This difpute, which was after fome hours decided by
words and prefents, had like to have proved fatal to my
expedition ; for Matonabbee, who at that time thought
himfelf as great a man as then lived, took this affront fo
much to heart, efpecially as it was offered in my prefence,
that he almoft determined net to proceed any farther to-
ward the Copper-mine River, and was on the point of
ftriking off to the Weftward, with an intent to join the
Athapufco, Indxans, and continue with them: he being
perfe@ly well acquainted with all their leaders, and moft
of the principal Indians of that country from whom,
during a former refidence among them of feveral years, he
faid he had nret with more civility than he ever did from

his own countrymen. As Matonabbee feemed refolutely:

bent on his defign, I had every reafon to think that my
third expedition would prove equally unfuccefsful with
the two former. I was not, however, under the leaft ap-

prehenfion for my own ‘ﬁfcty, as he promifed to take me

with him, and procure me a paffage to Prince of Wales’s
Fort, with fome of the Athapufcow Indians, who at that
time annually vifited the Fadory in the way of trade.

After waiting till I thought Matonabbee’s paffion had 2

little abated, I ufed every argument of which I was mafter
in favour of Kis proceeding on the journey ; affuring himr

not.
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not only of the future eficem of the prefent Governar of
Prince of Wales’s Fort, but alfo of that of all his fuccefiass
as long as he lived ; and that even the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany themfelves would be ready to acknowledge his affi-
duity and perfeverance, in conduding a bufinefs which had
fo much the appearance of preving advantageous to them.
After fome converfation of this kind, and a good dea] of
intreaty, he at length confented to proceed, and promifed
to make all poffible hafte. Though it was then late in the
afternoon, he gave orders for moving, and accordingly we
walked about feven miles that night, and put up on ane-
ther ifland in Pefthew Lake. The preceding afternoon
the Indians had killed a few deer; but our number was
then {o great, that eight or ten deer would fcarcely afford
us all a tafte. Thefe deer were the firft we had feen fince

- our leaving the neighbourhood of Thelewey-aza-yeth; fo

that we had lived all the time on the dried meat which
had been prepared befare we left that place in April.

The thirtieth proved bad, rainy weather; we walked,
however, about ten miles to the Northward, when we

~ arrived on the North fide of Pefhew Lake, and put up.

Here Matonabbee immediately began to make every ne-
ceflary arrangement for facxhtanng the execution of our
defign ; and as he had promifed to make all poffible hafte,
he thought it expedient to leave moft of his wives and all
his children in "the care of fcme Indians, then in our
company, who had his orders to. proceed to the North-

ward
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ward at their leifure ; and who, at a particular place ap-
pointed by him, were to wait our retura from the Copper-
mine River. Having formed this refolution, Matonabbee
fele@ed two of his young wives who had no children, to
accompany us; and in order to make their loads as light
as pofible, it was agreed that we fhould not take more
ammunition with us than was really neceffary for our fup-
port, till we might expe@ again to join thofe Indians and
the women and children. The fame meafures were alfo

adopted by all the other Indians of my party; particu-

larly thofe who had a plurahty of wives, and a number of
children.

As thefe matters took fome time to adjuft, it was near
nine o’clock in the evening of the thxrty-ﬁrf’c before we
could fet out; and then it was with much difficulty
that Matop_abbec could perfuade his other wives from fol-
lowing him, with their children and all their lumber ; for
fuch was their unwillingnefs to be left behind, that he
was obliged to ufe his autharity before they would confent,

confequently they parted in anger; and we no fooner began

our mareh, than they fet up a moft woeful cry, and con-
tinued to yell moft piteoufly as long as we were within
hearing. ‘This mournful {cene had fo little effe® on my
party, that they walked away laughing, and as merry as
ever. The few who exprefled any regret at their de-
parture from thofe whom they were to leave behind, con-

Q fined
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fined their regard wholly to their childsen, particularly to
the youngeft, fcarcely ever mentioning their mother.

Though it was fo late when we left. the women, we
walked about ten miles that night béfore.we ftopped. In
our way we faw many deer; feveral of which the Indians
killed. To talk of travelling and killing deer in the
middle of the night, may at firft view have the appearance
of romance; but‘our wonder will {peedily abate, when it
is confidered that we were then to the Northward of 64° of
North latitude, and that, in confequence of it, though the
Sun did not remain the whole night above the horizon, yet
the time it remained below it was fo fhort, and its de-
preflion even at midnight fo fmall at this feafon of the year,
that the light, in clear weather, was quite fufficient for the
purpofe both of walking, and hunting any kind of game.

It fhould have been obferved, that during our flay at
Clowey a great number of Indians entered into a com-
bination with thofe of my party to accompany us to the
Copper-mine River; and with no other intent than ta

. murderthe E{quimaux, who are underftood by the Copper

Indians to frequent that river in confiderable numbers.
This fcheme, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue,
as well as danger, with which it muft be obvioufly at-
tended, was neverthelefs fo univerfally approved by thofe
people, that for fome time almoft every man who joined

us
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us propofed to be of the party. Accordingly, each vo-
lunteer, as well as thofe who were properly of my party,
prepared a target, or fhield, before we left the woods of
Clowey: -~ Thofe targets: were compofed of thin boards,
about three quarters of an.inch thick, two feet broad, and
three feet long ; -and were intended to ward off the arrows

of the Efqiimaux. -Notwithftanding thefe preparations, -

when we -came’ to leave the women: and children, as has
been already mentioned, only fixty volunteers would go with
us; thereft, who were pearly as many miore, though they
had all prepared targets, refle@ting -that they had a great

diftance to walk, and that no advantage could be expe@ted

from the expedition, very prudently begged-to be excufed,
faying, :that they could not be fpared for fo long a time

from the maintenance of their wives and families; and

particularly, as they did not {fee any then in oir company,
who feemed willing to encumber- themfelves with fuch a
charge. This feemed to be a mere evafion, for I am clearly
of opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on the other,
were the only impediments to'their joining our party; had
they poflefled 2s many European goods to {quander away
among their countrymen as Matonabbee and thofe of my

party did, in all probability many might havé been found -

who would have been glad to have accompanied us.

thl‘ljl was acquainted with the intentions of my
companiors,.and faw the warlike preparations that were
carrying on, I endeavoured as much as poffible to perfuade

Q.2 B them
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them from putting their inhuman defign into execution ;
but fo far were my intreaties from having the withed-for
effe&, that it was concluded I was a&uated by cowardice;
and they told me, with great marks of derifion, that I
was afraid of the Efquimaux. As I knew my per-
fonal fafety depended in a great meafure on the favourable

opinion they entertained of me.in this refpe, I was obliged

to change my tone, and replied, that I did not care if they
rendered the name and race of the Efquimaux extin&;
adding at the fame time, that though I was no enemy
to the Efquimaux, and did not fee the neceflity of attack-
ing them without caufe, yet if I fhould find it meceflary to
do it, for the prote&ion of any ene of my company, my
own fafety out of the queftion, fo far from being afraid of
a poor defencelefs Efquimaux, whom I defpifed more than
feared, nothing fhould be wanting on my part to- prote&
all who were with me. This declaration was received
with great fatisfa®ion; and I never afterwards ventured
to interfere with any of their war-plans. Indeed, when I
came to confider ferioufly, I faw evidently that it was the
higheft folly for an individual like me, and in.my fitua-
tion, to attempt to turn the current of a national preju-
dice which had fubfifted between thofe two nations from
the earlieft pericds, or at leaft as long as they had been
acquainted with the exiftence of each other.

Having got rid of all the women, children, dogs, heavy
baggage, and other incumbrances, on the firftof June we
| purfued
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purfued our journey to the Northward with great {peed ; but

the weather was in general fo precarious, and the fnow,
fleet, and rain fo frequent, that notwithftanding we em-
braced every opportunity which offered, it was the fix-
teenth of June before we arrived in the latitude of 67° 30,
where Matonabbee had propofed that the women and
children fhould wait our return from the Copper-min

River. :

In our way hither we croffed feveral lakes on the ice;
of which Thoy-noy-kyed Lake and Thoy-coy-lyned Lake

. were the principal. We alfo crofled a few inconfiderable

creeks and rivers, which were only ufeful as they furnithed
a {fmall fupply of fith to the natives. The weather, as I
have before obferved, was in general difagreeable, with a

great deal of rain and fnow. To make up for that in-
* convenience, however, the dger were fo plentiful, that the
"Indians killed not only a fufhcient quantity for our daily

fupport, but frequently great numbers merely for the fat,
marrow, and tongues. To induce them to defift from
this pradtice, I often interefted myfelf, and endeavoured,
as much as poffible, to convince them in the cleareft
terms of which I was mafter, of the great impropriety of
fuch wafte; particularly at a time of the year when their
fkins could not be of any ufe for clothing, and when the
anxiety to proceed on our journey would not permit us to
ftay long enough in one place to eat up half the {poils of

their hunting. As national cuftoms, however, are not eafily
7 | over-
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overcome, my remonftrances- proved ineffeGual; and I~
was always anfwered, that it was certainly right to kill
plenty, and live on the beft, when and where it was to
be got, for that it would be impoffible to do it where
every thmg was fcarce: and thcy infifted on it, that kill-
ing plenty of deer and other game in onc part of the
country, could never make them fcarcer in another. In-
deed, they were fo accuftomed to kill every thing that
came within their reach, that few of them could pafs by
a fmall bird’s neft, without {laying the young ones, or de-

ftraying the eggs.

From the feventeenth to the twentieth, we walked be-
tween feventy and eighty miles to the North Weft and
North North Weft ; the greater part of the way by Cogead
Lake; but the Lake being then frozen, we crofled all the
creeks and bays of it on the ice.

On the twenty-firft we had bad rainy weather, with fo
thick a fog that we could not fee our way: about ten

- o'clock at night, however, it became fine and clear, and

the Sun fhone very bright; indeed it did not fet all that

~ night, which was a convincing proof, without any obferva-

tion, that we were then conﬁdcrably to the North of thc
Ar&ic Polar Circle.

As foon as the fine weather began, we fet out and walked

about feven or eight miles to the Northward, when we
| came
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came to a branch of Conge-ca-tha-wha-chaga River ; on
the North fide of which we found feveral Copper Indians,
who were affembled, aceording to anaual cuftom, to kill
deer as th¢y crofs the rivcr in their little canoes.

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the firft
time this Summer; obliged to make ufe of our canoes to
ferry acrofs the river ; which would have proved very te-
dious, had it not been for the kindnefs of the Cop-
per Indians, who fent all their canoes to our affiftance.
Though our number was not much lefs than one hundred
and fifty, we had only three canoes, and thofe -being of
the common fize, could only carry two perfons each,
without baggage. - It is true, when water is {mooth,
and a raft of three or four of thefe canoes is well fecured
by poles lathed acrofs them, they will carry a much
greater weight in proportion, and be much fafer, as there
is {carcely a poflibility of their overfetting ; and this is the
general mode adopted by the people of this country in crofi-

ing rivers when they have more than one canoe with them.

Having arrived on the North fide of this river, we
found that Matonabbee, and {everal others in our com-
pany, were perfonally acquainted with moft of the Copper
Indians whom we found there. The latter feemed highly
pleafed at the interview with our party, and endeavoured,
by every means in their power, to convince our company

of their readinefs to ferve us to the utmoft; fo that by the
time
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time we had got our tents pitched, the firangers had pro-
vided a large quantity of dried meat and fat, by way of a
feaft, to which they invited moft of the principal Indians
who accompanied me, as well as Matonabbee and myfelf,
who were prefented with fome of the very beft. |

It is natural to fuppofe, that immediately after our ar-
rival the Copper Indians would be made acquainted with
the nature and intention of our journey. This was no {ooner
done than they expreffed their entire approbation, and
many of them feemed willing and defirous of giving every
afliftance ; particularly by lending us {everal canoes, which
they affured us would be very ufeful in the remaining part
of our journey, and contribute both to our eafe and dif-
patch. It muft be obferved, that thefe canoes were not
entirely entrufted to my crew, but carried by the owners
themfelves who accompanied us; as it would have been
very uncertain where to have found them at our return from
the Copper River.

Agreeably to my inftru&ions, I fmoked my calumet of
peace with the principal of the Copper Indians, who
feemed highly pleafed on the occafion; and, from a
converfation held on the fubje& of my joumey, I found
they were delighted with the hopes of having an Euro-
pean fettlement in their neighbourhood, and feemed to
have no idea that any impediment could prevent fuch a
fcheme from being carried into execution.  Climates and

feafons
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feafons had no weight thh them; nor could they fee
where the difficulty lay in getting to them; for though
they acknowledged that thcy had nevcr feen the fea at the
fee nathing that fhould linidér 2 fhip from approachmg it;
and they mnocent.ly cnoug!; obferved, that the water was
: always {o fmooth between the ice gpd _ﬂ;ore, that even {mall

boats tmght get there with great eafe and fafety How 2
thip was to get between the ice and thc fhore, never once

occurrcd to them.

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitality, or
from the great advantages which they expe&ted to reap
by my dxﬁ:ove:ncs, I know naot ; but I muft confefs that
their civility far exceeded what I could expedt from fo un-
civilized a tribe, and I was exceedingly forry ‘that I had
nothing of value to offer them. However, fuch articles
as I had, I diftributed a,mong them, and they were thank-
fully received by them. Though they have fome European
commodities among them, which they purchafe from
the Northern Indians, the fame articles from the hands
of an Englithman were more prized. As I was the firft
whom they had ever feen, and in all probability might be
the laft, it was curious to fec how thcy flocked about
me, agd cxg:cﬁéd as much dgﬁrc to ¢xamine me from top

to toe, asmguropeanN aturahﬁ Would a non-dc[cnpt ani-

mal. They, however, found and pronounced me to be

a perfed human being, _cxcePt in the colour of my. hair

"~ and
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and eyes: the former, they faid, was like the ftained hair
of a buffaloe’s tail, and the latter, being light, were
like thofe of a gull. The whitenefs of my fkin alfo
was, in their opinion, no ornament, as they faid it re-
fembled meat which had been fodden in water till all
the blood was extra@ted. On the whole; I was viewed as
fo great a curiofity in this part of the world, that during
my ftay there, whenever I combed my head, fome or other

 of them never failed to atk for the hairs that came off,

-~ad
~3Ce

which they carefully wrapped up, faying, ¢ When I fee
¢ you again, you fhall again fee your hair.”

The day after our arrival at Congecatha'&hachaga, Ma-
tonabbee difpatched his brother, and feveral Copper In-

dians, to Copper-mine River, with orders to acquaint

any Indians they might meet, with the reafon of my vifit-
ing thofe parts, and alfo when they might probably ex-
pect us at that river. By the bearers of this meflage I
fent a prefent of tobacco and fome other things, to in-
duce any ftrangers they met to be ready to give us aflift-
ance, either by advice, or in any other way which might
be required.

As Matonabbee and the other Indians thought it ad-
vifable to leave all the women at this place, and pro-
ceed to the Copper-mine River without them, it was
thought neceffary to continue here a few days, to kill as

many deer as would be {ufficient for their fupport during -
| our
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our abfence.  And notwithftanding deer were {o plenti-
ful, yet our numbers were fo large, and our daily con-
fumption was fo great, that feveral days elapfed before the
men could provide the woinen with a fufficient quantity ;
and then they had no other way of preferving it, than by
cutting it in thin {lices and drying it in the Sun.  Meat,
when thus prepared, is not only very portable, but palat-
able; as all the blood and juices are ftill remaining in the
meat, it is very nourifhing and wholefome food ; and may,
with care, be kept a whole year without the leaft danger
of fpoiling. It is neceflary, however, to air it frequentiy
during the warm weather, otherwife it is liable to grow
mouldy : but as foon as the chill air of the fall begins, it
requires no farther trouble till next Summer.

We had not been many days at Congecathawhachaga
before I had reafon to be greatly concerned at the beha-
viour of feveral of my crew to the Copper Indians. They
not only took many of their young women, furrs, and ready-
dretled fkins. for clothing, but alfo feveral of their bows and
arrows, which were the only implements they had to pro-
cure food and raiment, for the futurc fupport of themfelves,
their wives, and families. It may probably be thought,
that as thefe weapons are of fo fimple a form, and fo
eafily conftruéed, they might foon be replaced, without
any other trouble or cxpence than a little labour; but
this fuppofition can only hold good in places where proper
materials are eafily procured, which was not the cafe here:
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if it had, they would rot have been an obje& of plunder.
In the midft of a foreft of trees, the wood that would
make a Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows, or in-
deed a bow and arrows ready made, are not of much va-
lue; no more than the man’s trouble that makes them :
but carry that bow and arrows feveral hundred miles from
any woods and place where thofe are the only weapons in

ufe, their intrinfic value will be found to increafe, in the

fame proportion as the materials which are made are lefs
attainable *.

To do Matonabbee juftice on this occafion, I muft fay
that he endeavoured as much as poflible to perfuade his
countrymen from taking either furrs, clothing, or bows,
from the Copper Indians, without making them fome
fatisfatory return; but if he did not encourage, neither
did he endeavour to hinder them from taking as many
women as they pleafed. Indeed, the Copper Indian women
feem tobe much efteemed by our Northern traders; forwhat
reafon 1 know not, as they are in reality the fame people
in every refpe&; and their language differs not fo much as
the diale&s of fome of the neareft counties in England do

from c?ch other.

It is not furprifing that a plurality of wives is cuf-

“tomary among thefe people, as it is fo well adapted to

¢ Sce Poftlethwayt on the article of Labour.
‘ their
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their fituation and manner of life. In my opinion no
race of people under the Sun have a greater occafion for

fach an mdulgcncc Their annual haunts, in queft of

fatts, 2 fo remote from any Eumpcan fettlement, as to
- render them the greateft travellers in the known world ;
and as they have neither "horfe nor water carriage, every
good hunter is undcr the neceflity of having feveral perfons
~ to affift in carrying his furrs to the Company’s Fort, as
well as carrying back the European goods which he receives
in exchange for them. No perfons in this country are fo
proper for this work as the women, becaufe they are
inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their childhood,
and to do all manner of drudgery; fo that thofe men who
are capable of providing for three, four, five, fix, or more
women, generally find them humble and faithful fervants,
affeGtionate wives, and fond and indulgent mothers to their
children. Though cuftom makes this way of life fit appa-
rently eafy on the generality of the women, and though, in
gehéril, the whole of their warits feem to be comprized in
food and clothing ohly, yet nature at times gets the better
of cuftom, and the {pirit of jealoufy makes its appearance
among them: however, as the hufband is always arbi-
trator, he foon fettles the bufinefs, though perhaps not
always to-the entire fatisfa&ion of the parties.

Much does it redound to the honour of the Northern
Indian women when I affirm, that they are the mildeft
.and moft virtuous females I have fccn in any part of North

| America ;

»
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America; though fome think this is more owing to habit,
cuftom, and the fear of their hufbands, than from real
inclination. It is undoubtedly well known that none can
manage a Northern Indian woman fo well as a Northern
Indian man; and when any of them have been permitted
to remain at the Fort, they have, for the fake of gain,
been eafily prevailed on to deviate from that character;
and a few have, by degrees, become as-abandoned as the
Southern Indians, who are remarkable throughout all their
ribes for being the moft debauched wretches under the
Sun. So far from laying any reftraint on their fenfual ap-.
petites, as long as youth and inclination laft, they give
themfelves up to all manner of even inceftuous debauchery ;
and that in fo beaftly a manner when they are intoxicated,
a ftate to which they are peculiarly addicted, that the brute
creation are not lefs regardlefs of decency. I know that
fome few Europeans, who have had little opportunity of
feeing them, and of enquiring into their manners, have
been very lavith in their praife: but every one who has
had much intercourfe with them, and penetration and in-
duftry enough to ftudy their difpofitions, will agree, that
no accomplifhments whatever in a man, is {fufficient to con-
ciliate the affections, or preferve the chaflity of a Southern

Indian woman *.
The

¢ Notwithftanding this is the general charatter of the Southern Indian
women, as they arc called on the coafts of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are the
fame tribe with the Canadian Indians, I am happy to have it in my power to
inkrt a few lines to-the memory of one of them, whom I knew from her in-
' fancy,
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The Northern Indian women are in general {o far from
bcmg like thofe I have above defcribed, that it is very

uncome-

fancy, and who, I can truly affirm, was directly the reverfe of the pidture I
have drawn.

Mary, the daughter of Moszs NorTown, many years Chicef at Prince of
Wales’s Fort, in Hudfon’s Bay, though born and brought up in a country

of all others the leaft favourable to virtue and virtuous principles, poffefied

them, and every other good and amiable quality, in a moft eminent degree.

Without the affiftance of rchgion, amd with no education but what the re-
ceived among the diffolute natives of her country, fhe would have fhone wit!
fuperior luftre in any other country: for, if an engaging perfon, gentle man-
ners, an eafy freedom, arifing from a confcioufnefs of innocence, an amiable
modefty, and an unrivalied delicacy of fentiment, are graces and virtues which
render a woman lovely, none ever had greater pretenfions to general ¢fieem
and regard; while her benevolence, humanity, and fcrupulous adherence o
truth and honefty, would have done honour to the moft cnhghtcncd and de-

vout Chriftian.

Dutiful, obedient, aad affetionate to her parents; fteady and faithfl to her
friends; grateful and humble to her benefactors; cafily forgiving and forget-
ting injuries; careful not to offend any, and courtecous and kind to ali; fhe
~was, neverthelefs, fuffered to perith by the rigours of cold andl Lunger, amidit
her own relations, at a time when the griping hand of famine was by no means
feverely felt by any other member of their company ; and it may truly be faid
that fhe fell a martyr to the principles of virtue. ' This happened in the Vinter
of the year 1783, after the French had deftroyed Prince of Wales's Fort; at
which time fhe was in the twenty-fecond year of her age.

Human nature fhudders at the bare recital of fuch brutality, and realen
fhrinks from the tafk of accounting for the decrees of Providence on fuch cc-
cafions as this: but they are the ftrongeft affurances of a future ttate, fo in-
finitely fuperior to the prefent, that the enjoyment of every plealure in this
world by the moft worthlefs and abandoned wreich, or the moft innocent and

viriuous

pe)
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uncommon to hear of their ever being guilty of inconti-
nency, not even thofe who arc confined to the fixth or

even eighth part of a man,

It is true, that were I to form my opinion of thofe
women from the behaviour of fuch as I have been more
particularly acquainted with, I fhould have little reafon
to fay much in their favour; but impartiality will net

virtuous woman perithing by the moft excruciating of all deaths, are matters
cqually indifferent. But, ‘

Peace to the athes, and the virtuous mind,

Of her who lived in peace with all mankind ;

Learn’d from the heart, unknowing of difguife,

Truth in her thoughts, and candour in her eyes;

Stranger alike to envy and to pride, .

Good fenfe her light, and Nature all her guide;

But now removed from all the ills of life,

Here refts the pleafing friend and faithful wife. WarLer.

Her father was, undoubtedly, very blamable for bringing her up in the
tender manner which he did, rendering her by that means not only incapable
of bearing the fatigues and hardfhips which the reft of her countrywomen
think little of, but of providing for herfelf. This is, indeed, too frequent
3 practice among Europeans in that country, who bring up their children
in fo indulgent a manner, that when they retire, and leave their offspring
behind, they find themfelves fo helplefs, as to be unable to provide for the
few wants to which they are fubje®. The late Mr. Ferdinand Jacobs, many
years Chief at York Fort, was the only perfon whom I ever knew that atted
in a different manner; though no man could poffibly be fonder of his children
in other refpecs, yet as there were fome that he could not bring to England, .
he had them brought up entirely among the natives; fo thar when he lef the -
country, they fcarcely ever felt the lofs, though they regretted the abfence of '
a fond and indulgent parent, - '

permit
3

L0
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-permit me to make a few of the worft charaers a ftandard
for the general condu& of all of them. Indeed it is but

reafonable to think that travellers and interlopers will be
always ferved with the worft commodities, though perhaps
they pay the beft price for.what they have.

-It may .appear -ftrange, that while T am extolling the
chaftity ef the Northern Indian women, I fhould ac-
knowledge that it is a very common cuftom among the
men of this country to exchange a night’s lodging with each
other’s wives. But this is {o far from being confidered as
an-ac which is criminal, .that it is eftcemed by them as one
of the ftrongeft ties of friendfhip between two families ;
and.in cafe of the death of either man, the other confiders
himvelf -bound to “fupport the children of the deceafed.
Thofe people are fo far from viewing this engagement as a

mere ceremony, like moft of our Chriftian god-fathers and

god-mothers, who, notwithftanding their vows are made
in the moft folemn manner, and in the prefence of both
God and man, fearcely ever afterward remember what they
have promifed, that there is not an inftance of a Northern
Indian having once negleced the duty which he is fup-
pofed to have taken upon himfelf to perform. = The

" .Southern Indlans, with all their bad qualities, are remark -

ably humane and charitable to the widows and children of
dcparted friends ; and as their fituation and manner of life
enable them to do more ad&s of charity with lefs trouble

- S A than
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than falls to the lot of a Northern Indian, few widows or -
orphans are ever unprovided for among them. - -

Though the Northern Indian men make no fcruple of
having two or three fifters for wives at onc time, yet they
are very particular in obferving a proper diftance in the
confanguinity of thofe they admit to the above-mentioned
intercourfe with thetr wives. The Southern Indians are

lefs fcrupulous on thofe occafions ; among them it is not
at all uncommon for one brother to make free with ano-
ther brother's wife or daughter ®*; but this is held in
abhorrence by the Northern Indians.

* Moft of the Southern Indians, as well the Athapufcow and Neheaway
tribes, are entirely without fcruple in this refpeét. It is notorioufly known,
that many of them cohabit occafionally with their own mothers, and frequently
cfpoufe their fifters and daughters. I have known feveral of them who, after
having lived in that ftate for fome time with their daughtcrs, have given thcm
to their fons, and all parties been perfectly reconciled to it. .

In fa&, notwithftanding the feverity of the climate, the licentioufnefs of
the inhabitamts cannot by exceeded by any of the Eaftern nations, whofe huxu-
rious manner of life, and genial clime, feem more adapted to excite extraor-
dinary paffions, than the fevere cold of the frigid Zone.

Itis true, that few of thofe who live under the immediate prote&ion of the
Englith ever take either their fifters or daughters for wives, which is probably
owing to the fear of incurring their difpleafure; but it is well known that
alts of inceft too often take place among them, though perhaps not fo frea
quently as among the forcign Indians,

By
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By the time the Indians had killed as many deer as they
thou ht would be fufficient for the fupport of the women
durm our abfence, it was the firft of July; .and during
this time I had two good obfervations, both by meridional
and double altitudes ; the mean of which determined the
latitude of Congecathawhachaga to be 68° 46” North;
and its longitude, by account, was 24° 2 Weft from

Prince of Wales's Fort, or 118° 15" Weft of the meridian

of London.

On the fecond, the weather proved very bad, with much
fnow and flect; about nine o’clock at night, however, it
grew more moderate, and fomewhat clearer, fo that we fet
out, and walked about ten miles to the North by Weft,
when we lay down to take a little fleep. At our de-
parture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians who
had entered the war-lift, rather chofe to ftay behind with
the women ; but their lofs was amply {fupplied by Copper

Indians, who accompamed us in the double capacity of

guides and warriors.
On the third the weather was equally bad with that of

the preceding day ; we made fhift, however, to walk ten

or cleven miles in the fame dire@ion we had done the day
before, and at laft were obliged to put up, nat being able
to fee our way for fnow and thick drift. By putting up, no

more is to bc underftood than that we got to leeivard of a
S 2 | great
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great flone, or into the crevices of the rocks, where' we

regaled ourfelves with fuch provifions as we had brought

with us, {moked our pipes, or went- to fleep, till the -

weather permitted us to proceed on our journey.
)

On the fourth, we had rather better weather, though -

conftant light fnow, which made it very difagreeable
under foot. We nevertheléfs walked twenty-feven miles
to the North Weft, fourteen of which were on what the
Indians call the Stony Mountains; and furely no part of the
world better deferves that name. Onour firft approacHing
thefe mountains, they appeared to be a confufed heap ot
ftones, utterly inacceffible to the foot of man: but having
fome Copper Indians with us' who knew the beft road,
we made a tolerable fhift to get'on, though mot with-
out being obliged frequently to crawl on our hands
and knees. Notwithftanding the intricacy of the road,
there is a very vifible path the whole way acrofs thefe
mountains, even in the moft difficult parts: and alfo
on the fmooth rocks, and thofe parts which are capable
of receiving an imprc\ﬁion, the path is as plain and well-
beaten, as any bye foot-path in England. By the fide of
this path there are, in different parts, feveral large, flar,
or table ftones, which are covered with many thoufands
of {mall pebbles. 'Thefe the Copper Indians fay have been
gradually increafed by paflengers going to and from the
mines ; and on its being obferved to us that it was the uni-

| | verfal
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verfal cuftom for every one to add a ftone to the heap,
each of us took up a fmall ftone in order to increafe the

numbcr, for good luck.

Juft as we arrived at the foot of the Stony Mountains,
three of the Indians tumed back ; faying, that from every
appearance, the remainder of the journey feemed likely to
be attended wirh more trouble than would counterbalance
the pleafure they could promte thcmfclves by going te
war with the E{quimaux.

On the fifth, as the weather was fo bad, with conftant
fnow, {leet, and rain, that we could not {ce our way, we
did not offer to move: but the fixth proving moderate,
and quite fair till toward noon, we fet out in the morn-
ing, and walked about eleven miles to the North Wetft;
when perceiving bad weather at hand, we began to look
out for fhelter among the rocks, as we had done the
four preceding nights; having neither tents nor tent-
poles with us. The next morning fifteen more of the

Indians deferted us, being quite fick of the road, and

the uncommon badnefs of the weather. Indeed, though
thefe people are all enured to hardthips, yet -their com-
plaint on the prefent occafion was not without reafon ;
for, from our leaving Congecathawhachaga we had fcarcely
a-dry garment of any kind, or any thing to fkreen us
from the inclemency of the weather, except rocks aad

caves j -
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caves; the beft of which were but damp and unwholefome
lodging. Tn fome the water was conftantly dropping
from the rock that formed the roof, which made our
place of retreat little better than the open air; and we
had not been able to make one fpark of fire (except what
was fufficient to light a pipe) from the time of our leav-

- ing the women on the {econd inftant ; it i true, in fome

places there was a little mofs, but the conftant fleet and

rain made it {o wet, as to render it as impoffible to fet fire

to it as it would be to a wet {punge.

We had no fooner entered our places of retreat, than we
regaled ourfelves with fome raw venifon which the In-
dians had killed that morning ; the fmall ftock of dried

provifions we took with us when we lelt the women bci-ﬂg
now all expended.

Agreeably to our expe@ations, a vefy {fudden and heavy
gale of wind came on from the North Weft, attended

with fo great a fall of {fnow, that the oldeft Indian in com-
- pany faid, he never faw it exceeded at any time of the year,
much lefs in the middle of Summer. The gale'was foon

over, and by degrees it became a perfe@ calm: but the flakes

- of {now were fo large as to furpafs all credibility, and fell

in fuch vaft quantities, that though the fhower only lafted
nine hours, we were in danger of being fmothered in ous
caves, .

On
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On the feventh, we had a freth breeze at North
Weft, with fome flying fhowers of fmall rain, and at
the fame time a conftant warm f{unthine, which f{oon
diffolved the greateft part of the new-fallen fnow. Early
in the morning we crawled out of our holes, which were
on the North fide of the Stony Mountains, and walked
about eighteen or twenty miles to the North Weft by
. Weft. In our way we crofied part of a large lake on
the ice, which was then far from being broken up. This
lake I diftinguithed by the name of Buffalo, or Mutk-Ox
Lake, from the number of thofe animals that we found
grazing on the margin of it; many of which the In-
dians killed, but finding them lean, only took fome of
the bulls’ hides for fhoe-foals. At night the bad wea-
ther rcturned, with a ftrong gale of wind at North Eaft,
and very cold rain and {leet.

This was the firft time we had feen any of the mufk-
oxen fince we left the Fa&ory. It has been obferved that
we faw a great number of them in my firft unfuccefsful
attempt, before I had got an hundred miles from the Fac-
tory ; and indeed I once perceived the tracks of two of thofe
animals within nine miles of Prince of Wales’s Fort. Great
numbers of them alfo were met with in my fecond journey to
the North: feveral of which my companions killed, par-
ticularly on the feventeenth of July one thoufand feven

hundred and feventy. They are alfo found at times in -

confiderable numbers near the fea-coaft of Hudfon’s Bay,
E 4 all
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all the way from Knapp's Bay to Wager Water, but are
moft plentiful within the Arétic Circle. In thofe high
latitudes I have frequently feen many herds of them in the
courfe of a day’s walk, and fome of thofe herds did not
contain lefs than cighty or an hundred-head. The num-
ber of bulls is very few in proportion -te the.cows; for
it is rare to fee more than two or three full-grown bulls
with the largeft herd: and from the number of the males
that are found dead, the Indians are of opinion that they
kill each other in econtending for the females. In the
rutting {eafon they are fo jealous of the cows, that they
run at either man or beaft who offers to approach them;
and have been obferved to run and bellow cven at ravens,
and other large birds, which chanced to light near them.
They delight in the moft flony and mountainous parts
of the barren ground, and are feldom found at any great
diftance from the woods. Though they are a beaft of
great magnitude, and apparently of a very unwieldy in-
adive-Rru€ure, yet they climb the rocks with great eafe
and agility, and are nearly as fure-footed as a goat 3 like
1t too, they will feed on any thing; though they feem
fondeft of grafs, yet in Winter, when-that article cannot be
had in fuﬂﬁcienthuantity, they will eat mofs, or an\y other
‘herbage they can-find, as alfo the tops of willows and
the tender branches of the pine tree. ‘They take the bull
in Auguft, and bring forth their young the lattcr end of
May, or beginning of June; and they never have more

than one at a time,

The
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The mufk-ox, when full grown, is as large as the ge-
nerality, or at leaft as the middling fize, of Englith black
cattle * ; but their legs, though large, are not fo long;
nor is their tail longer than that of a bear; and, like the
tail of that animal, it always bends downward and in-
ward, fo that it is entirely hid by the long hair of the
rump and hind quarters ;- the hunch on their thoulders is

not large, being little more in proportion than that of a.

deer: their hair is in fome parts very long, particularly
on the belly, fides, and hind quarters; but the longeft

hair about them, particularly the bulls, is under the throat,
extending from the . chin to the lower part of the cheft,

between the fore-legs ; it there hangs down like a horfe’s

mane inverted, and is full as long, which makes the ani-
mal have a moft formidable appearance. It is of the hair
from this part that the Efquimaux make their mufketto

* Mr. i)raggc fays, %x; his Voyage, vol. il. p. 260, that the mufk-ox is lower
than a deer, but larger as to belly and quarters; which is very far from the

truth; they are of the fize I have here defcribed them, and the Indians always.

eftimate the flefh of a full-grown cow to be equal in quantity- to three deer.
I am forry alfo to be obliged to contradiét my friend Mr. Graham, who fays
that the fleth of this animal is carried on fledges to Prince of Wales’s Forr,

to the amount of three or four thoufand pounds annually. - To the amount of

ear one thoufand pounds may have been purchafed from the natives in fome

particular years, but it more frequently happens that not an ounce is brought
one year out of five. In fa&, it is by no means c¢fteemed by the Company’s

fervants, and of courfe no great encouragement is given to introduce it; but

if it had been otherwife, their gencral fituation is fo remote from the fettie-
ment, that.it would not be worth the Indians while to haul it to the Fort. So
that, in fadt; all thar has ever been carried to Prince of Wales’s Fort, has moft:
affuredly been killed out of a herd that has been accidentally found within a

moderate diftance of the fettlement; perhaps an hundred miles, which is only -

thought a ftep by an Indian,
T wigs,
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wigs, and not from the tail, as is aflérted by Mr. Ellis *;
their tails, and the hair which is on them, being too fhort
for that purpofe. In Winter they are provided with a
thick fine wool, or furr, that grows at the root of the long

hair, and fhields them from the intenfe cold to which -

they are expofed during that feafon; but as the Summer
advances, this furr loofens from the fkin, and, by fre-
quently rolling themfelves on the ground, it works out
to the end of the hair, and in time drops off, leaving
little for their Summer clothing except the long hair.
This feafon is fo fhort in thofe high laiitudes, that the

- new fleece begins to appear, almoft as foon as the old one

drops off; fo that by the time the cold becomes fevere,
they are again provided with a Winter-drefs.

The flefh of the mufk-ox noways refembles that of the
Weftern buffalo, but is more like that of the moofe or
clk 5 and the fat is of a clear white, flightly tinged with
a light azure.  The calves and young heifers are good
eating ; but the flefh of the bulls both fmells and taftes
fo ftrong of mufk, as to render it very difagreeable: even
the knife that cuts the fleth of an old bull will fmell fo
ftrong of mufk, that nothing but {cowring the blade quite
bright can remove it, and the handle will retain the fcent
for a long time. Though no part of a bull is free from
this fmell, yet the parts of generation, in particular the
urethra, aze by far the moft ftrongly impregnated. The

* Yoyage to Hudfan’s Bay, p. 232.
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urine itfelf moft contain this fcent in a very great degree ;
for the fheaths of the bull’s penis are corroded with a
brown gummy fubftance, which is nearly as high-fcented
with mufk as that faid to be produced by the civet cat;
and after having been kept for feveral years, feems not to
lofe any of its quality.

On the eighth, the weather was fine and moderate,
though mot without fome fhowers of rain. Early in the
morning we fet out, and walked eighteen miles to the
Northward. The Indians killed fome deer; fo we put
up by the fide of a fmail creck, that afforded a few wil-

lows, with which we made a fire for the firft time fince
" our leaving Congecathawhachaga; confequently it was here
that we cooked our firft meal for a whole week. This,
as may naturally be fuppofed, was well relithed by all
parties, the Indians as well as myfelf. And as the Sun
had, in the courfe of the dzy, dried our clothing, i fpite
of the fmall thowers of raim, we felt ourfelves more com-
fortable than we had done fince we left the women.
The place where we lay that night, is not far from
Grizzted Bear Hill; which takes #ts name from the num-
bers of thofe amimals that are frequently kmown to refort
thither for the purpofe of brimging fortlr their young in a
cave that i found there. - The wondesful defcription
which the Copper Indians gave .of this place exciting
the curiofity of feveral of my companions as well as

myfelf we .went to- view it; but on our asrival at 1t
T 2 found
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found little worth remarking about it, being no more than
a high lump of earth, of a loamy quality, of which
kind there are feveral others in the fame neighbourhood,
all ftanding in the middle of a large marfh, which makes
them refemble fo many iflands in a lake. The fides of
thefe hills are quite perpendicular; and the height of
Grizzled Bear Hill, which is the largeft, is about twenty
feet above the level ground that furrounds it. Their
fummits are covered with a thick fod of meofs and long
grafs, which in fome places projets over the edge; and
as the fides are conftantly mouldering away, and wathing
down with every thower of rain during the fhort Summer,
they muft in time be levelled with the marth in which
they are fituated. At prefent thofe iflands, as I call
them, are excellent places of retreat for the birds which
migrate there to breed; as they can bring forth their
young in perfe@t fafety from every beaft except the Que-
quehatch, which, from the fharpnefs of its claws and the
amazing ftrength of its legs, is capable of afcending the

moft difficult precipices, '

On the fide of the hill that I went to furvey, thereisa
large cave which penetrates a confiderable way into the rock,

- and may probably have been the werk of the bears, as we

could difcover vifible malfs/thét fome of thofe beafts had
been there that Spring. This, though deemed very cu.-
rious by fome of my companiens, did not appear fo
to me, as it neither engaged my attention, nor raifed my

furprife,
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furprife, half fo much as the fight of the many hills and
dry ridges on the Eaft fide of the marfh, which are turned
over like ploughed land by thofe animals, in fearching for
ground-{quirrels, and perhaps miee, which conftitute a
favourite part of their food. It is furprifing to fee the
extent of their refearches in queft of thofe animals,
and ftill more to view the enormous ftones rolled out of
* their beds by the bears on thofe occafions. At firft I
thought thefe long and deep furrows had been effected by
lightning ; but the natives aflured me they never knew
any thing of the kind happen in thofe parts, and that it
was entirely the work of the bears feeking for their prey.

On the ninth, the weather was moderate and cloudy,
with fome flying thowers of rain. We fet out early in the
morning, and walked about forty miles to-the North and
North by Eaft. In our way we faw plenty of deer and
mufk-oxen : feveral of the former the Indians killed, but
a fmart fhower of rain coming on juft as we were going
to put up, made the mofs fo.wet as to render it impradti-
cable to light a fire. The next day proving fine and
clear, we fet out in the morning, and walked twenty
miles to the North by Weft and North North Weft; but
about noon the weather became fo hot and fultry as to
render walking very difagreeable; we therefore put up
on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs was then dry,
lighted a fire, and fhould have made a comfortable
meal, and been otherwife tolerably happy, had it not been

for
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for the mufkettoes, which were uncommonly aumerous,
and their ftings almoft infufferable. The fame day Ma-
tonabbee fent feveral Indians a-head, with orders to pro-

~cecd to the Copper-mine River as faft as poflible, and ac-

quaint any Indians they might meet, of our approach. By
thofe Indians I alfo fent fome {mall prefents, as the fureft
means to induce any ftrangers they found, to come to our

afliftance. "
The eleventh was hot and fultry, like the precedmg

day. In the morning we walked ten or eleven miles to
the North Weft, and then met a Northern Indian Leader,
called Oule-eye, and his family, who were, in company
with feveral Copper Indians, killing deer with bows and
arrows and {pears, as they crofled a little river, by the
fide of which we put up, as did alfo the above-mentioned
Indians *. That afternoon I fmoked my calumet of peace
with thefe ftrangers, and found them a quite different fet
of people, at leaft in principle, from thofe I had feen at

- Congecathawhachaga : for though they had great plenty

of provifions, they neither offered me nor my companions

" a mouthful, and would, if they had been permitted,

have taken the laft garment from off my back, and rob-
bed me of every article I poffefled. Even my Northern
companions could not help taking notice of fuch unac-
countable behaviour. Nothing but their poverty pro-

* This river runs nearly North Eaft, and in all probability empties ftfelf
into the Northern Ocean, not far from the Copper River.

te&ed
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tected them from being plundered by thofe of my crew ;
and bad any of their women been worth notice, they
would moft affuredly have been prefied into our fervice.

The twelfth was fo exceedingly hot and fultry, that
we did not move ; but early in the morning of the thir-
teenth, after my companions had taken what dry pro-
vifions they chofe from our unfociable ftrangers, we fet
out, and walked about fifteen or fixteen miles to the
North and North by Eaft, in expe@ation of arriving at
the Copper-mine River that day; but when we had
reached the top of a long chain of hills, between which
we were told the river ran; we found it to be no more
than a branch of it which empties itfelf into the main
river about forty miles from its influx into the fea. At
that time all the Copper Indians were difpatched different
ways,- fo that there was not one in company who knew
the fhorteft cot to the main river. Seeing fome woods to
the Weftward, and judging that the current of the rivulet

ran that way, we concluded that the main river lay in that

dire&ion, and was not very remote from our prefent fitu-

ation. We therefore dire&ed our courfe by the fide of it,
when the Indians met with feveral very fine buck deer,

which they deftroyed ; and as that part we now traverfed

afforded plenty of good fire-wood, we put up, and cooked
the moft comfortable meal to which we had fat down for
fome months. As fuch favourable opportunities of in-
dulging the appetite happen but feldom, it is a general
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1771.  rule with the Indians, which we did not negle&, to exert
“77 every art in drefling our food which the moft refined fkill
in Indian cookery has been able to invent, and which
confifts chiefly in boiling, broiling, and roafting: but of
all the dithes cooked by thofe people, a beearee, as it i
called in their language, is certainly the moft delicious, at
leaft for a change, that can be prepared from a deer only,
without any other ingredient. It is a kind of haggis,
made with the blood, a good quantity of fat thred fmall,
fome of the tendereft of the flefh, together with the heart
and lungs cut, or more commonly torn into {mall fhivers;
all which is put into the ftomach, and r@gﬁed, by be-
“ing fufpended before the fire by a firing. Care muft be
taken that it does not get too much heat at firft, as the
bag would thereby be liable to be burnt, and the contents
be let out. When it is fufhciently done, ‘it will emit
fleam, in the fame mannér as a fowl or a joint of meat ;
which is as much as to fay, Come, eat me now: and if it
be taken in time, before the blood and other contents
are too much done, it is certainly a moft delictous morfel,

“even without pepper, falt, or any other fealoning.

After regaling ourfelves in the moft plentiful manner,
and taking a few hours reft, (for it was almoft impoffible
to {leep for the mufkettoes,} we once more fot forward,
dire&ing our courfe to the North Weft by Weft; and
after walking about nine or ten miles, arrived at that
long wifhed-for fpot, the Copper-mine River.
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Tranfa&ions at the Copper-mine River, and till we joined
all the women to the South of Cogead Lake.

Some Copper Indians join us.—Indians fend three fpies down the rrver.—
Begin my furvey.—Spies return, and give an account of fve tents of
Efquimaus.— Indians confult the beft method to fleal on them in the
night, and kill them while aflecp.—Crofs the river.—Proceedings of
the Indians as they advance towards the Efquimaus tents.—The Indians
begin the maffacre while the poor Efquimaux are afleep, and [flay them

all.—Much affeéied at the fight of one yuung woman killed clofe ts my -

fcet.—Tbe bebaviour of the Indians on this occafion.—Their brutifb treat-
ment of the dead bodies.—Seven more tents feen on the oppofite fide of the
river.—The Indians barafs them, till they fly 1o a fboal in the river for
Jafety.— Bebaviour of the Indians afier killing thofe Efquimaux.—Crofs
the river, and proceed to the tents on that fide—Plunder their tents,
and deflroy their utenfils.—Continue my Jurvey to the river's mouth.—
Remarks there.~Set out on my return.—Arrive at one of the Copper-
mines.—Remarks on it.—Many attempts made to induce the Copper
Indians to carry their own goods to market.—Obfacles to it.—Villany

and cruelty of Keelfbies to fome of thofe poor Indians.— Leave the Copper-
mine, and walk at an amazing rate till we join the women, by the Jide

ef Cogead Whote.~Much ﬁot:fbundcrcd.—-irbe appearance very alarm-~
ing, but foon changes for the better.—Proceed to the Southward, and
Join the remainder of the women and children~Many cther Irdians

arrive with them.

WE had fcarcely arrived at the Copper-mine River
when four Copper Indians joined us, and brought
with them two canoes. They had feen all the Indians who

were fent from us at various times, except Matonabbec’s
‘ U brother,
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brother, and three others that were firft difpatched from

Congecathawhachaga. »

On my arrival here I was not a little furprifed to find
the river differ fo much from the defcription which the
Indians had given of it at the Fa&ory; for, inftead of
being fo large as to be navigable for fhipping, as it
had been reprefented by them, it was at that part fcarcely -
navigable for an Indian canoe, being no more than one
hundred and eighty yards wide, every where full of fhoeals,
and no lefs than three falls were in fight at firft view.

Near the water’s edge there is fome wood ; but not one’
tree grows on or near the top of the hills between which
the river runs. There appears to have been formerly a much
greater quantity than there is at prefent; but the trees

~ feem to have been fet on fire fome years ago, and, in con-

fequence, there is at prefent ten fticks lying on the ground,
for one green one which is growing befide them. The
whole timber appears to have been, even in its greateft pro-
fperity, of fo crooked and dwarfith a growth as to render
it of little ufe for any purpofe but fire-wood.

Soon after our arrival at the river-ﬁcic, three Indians
were fent off as fpies, in order to fee if any Efquimaux
were inhabiting the river-fide between us and the fea.

~ After walking about three quarters of -a mile by the fide

of the river, we put up, when moft of the Indians went a
| hunting,
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hunting, and killed feveral mufk-oxen and fome deer.
They were employed all the remainder of the day and

night in {plitting and' drying the meat by the fire. Aswe"

were not then in want of provifions, and as deer and other
animals were fo plentiful, that each day’s journey might
have provided for itfelf, I was at a lofs to account for this
unufual ceconomy of my’ companions; but was foon in-
formed,® that thofe preparations were made with a view to
have vi&tuals enough ready-cooked to ferve us to the river’s
mouth, without being obliged to kill any in our way, as
the report of the guns, and the fmoke of the fires, would be
liable to alarm the natives, if any fhould be near at hand,
and give them an opportunity of efcaping.

Early in the morning of the fifteenth, we fet out, when
- I immediately began my furvey, which I continued about
ten miles down the river, till heavy rain coming on we
were obliged to put up; and the place where we lay that
night was the end, or edge of the woods, the whole {pace be-
tween it and the fea being entirely barren hills and wideopen
marfhes. In the courfe of this day’s furvey, I found the
river as full of fhoals as the part which I had feen before ;
and in many places it was fo greatly diminifhed in its width,
that in our way we pafled by two more capital falls.

Early in the morning of the fixteenth, the weather
being fine and pleafant, I again proceceded with my fur-
vey, and continued it for ten miles farther down the river;

‘/*“"V",U 2 .. but
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but {till found it the fame as before, being every where
full of falls and fhoals. At this time (it being about
noon) the three men who had been fent as {pies met us on
their return, and informed my companions that five tents
of Efquimaux were on the weft fide of the river. The
fituation, they faid, was- very convenient for furprifing
them ; and, according to their account, I judged it to
be about twelve miles from the place we met the {pies.
When the Indians received this intelligence, no farther
attendance or attention was paid to my furvey, but their
whole thoughts were immediately engaged in planning the
beft method of attack, and how they might fteal on the
poor Efquimaux the enfuing night, and kill them all
while afleep. To accomplith this bloody defign more
effectually, the Indians thought it neceflary to crofs the
river as foon as poffible ; and, by the account of the {pies,
it appeared that no’part was more convenient for the pur-
pofe than that where we had met them, it being there
very {mooth, and at a confiderable diftance from any fall.
Accordingly, after the Indians had put all their guns,
{pears, targets, &c. in good order, we crofled the river,
which took up fome time.

When we arrived on the Weft fide of the river, each’
painted the front of his target or thield ; fome with the
figure of the Sun, others with that of the Moon, feveral
with different kinds of birds and beafts of prey, and many
with the unagcs of 1magmary beings, whxch accord-

ing
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ing to their filly notions, are the inhabitants of the different
elements, Earth, Sea, Air, &c.

~ On enquiring the reafon of their doing {o, I learned that

each man painted his fhicld with the image of that being
on which he relied moft for fuccefs in the intended en-
gagement. Some were contented with a fingle reprefent-
ation ; while others, doubtful, as I fuppofe, of the quality
and power of any fingle being, had their fhields covered
to the very margin with a group of hieroglyphics quite
unintelligible to every one except the painter. Indeed,
from the hurry in which this bufinefs was neceffarily done,
~ the want of every colour but red and black, and the
deficiency of fkill in the artift, moft of thofe paintings

had more the appearance of a number of accidental

blotches, than ‘¢ of any thing that is on“the earth, or in

¢¢ the water under the earth;” and though fome few of
them conveyed a tolerable idea of the thing intended, yet
even thefe were many degrees worfe than our country fign-

paintings in England.

When this piece of {'uperﬁxtxon was completed, we be-
to advance toward the Efquimaux tents; but were very
careful to avoid croffing any hills, or talking loud, for fear
of being feen or overheard by the inhabitants; by which
means the diftance was not only much greater than it

otherwife, would have been, but, for the fake of keeping -

in the loweft grounds, we were obliged to Wa.lk through
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entire {wamps of fHff marly clay, {fometimes up to the
knees. Our courfe, however, on this occafion, though
very ferpentine, was not altogether fo remote from the
river as entirely to exclude me from a view of it the whole
way: on the contrary, feveral times (according to the
fituation of the ground) we advanced fo near it, as to give
me an opportunity of convincing myfelf that it was as
unnavigable as it was in thofe parts which I had fur-
veyed before, and which entirely correfponded with the
accounts given of it by the fpies.

1t is perhaps worth remarking, that my crew, though an

- undifciplined rabble, and by no means accuftomed to war

or command, feemingly a&ed on this horrid occafion with
the utmoft uniformity of fentiment. There was not
among them the leaft altercation or feparate opinion ; all
were united in the general caufe, and as ready to follow
where Matonabbee led, as he appeared to be ready to lead,
according to the advice of an old Copper Indian, who had
joined us on our firft arrival at the river where this bloody
bufinefs was firft propofed.

~ Never was reciprocity of intereft more generally regarded

among a number of people, “than it was on the prefent
occafion by my crew, for not one was a moment in want
of any thing that another could fpare; and if ever the
fpirit of difinterefted friendfhip expanded the heart of
a Northern Indian, it was here exhibited in the moft ex-

tenfive
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tenfive meaning of the word. Property of every kind
that could be of general ufe now ceafed to be private, and
every one who had any thing which came under that de-
{cription, feemed proud of an opportunity of giving i,
or lending it to thefe who had none, or were moft in

want of it.

The number of my crew was {o much greater than that

which five tents could contain, and the warlike manner

in which they were equipped {o greatly fuperior to what
could be expe@ed of the poor Efquimaux, that no lefs
than a total maffacre of every one of them was likely to be
the cafe, unlefs Providence fhould work a miracle for their

deliverance.

The land was fo fituated that we walked under cover
of the rocks and hills till we were within two hundred
yards of the tents. There we lay in ambufh for fome
time, watching the motions of the Efquimaux ; and here
the Indians would have advifed me to ftay till the fight was
over, but to this I could by no means confent ; for I con-
fidered that when the Efquimaux came to be furprifed,
they would try every way to efcape, and if they found me
alone, not knowing me from an enemy, they would pro-
bably proceed to violence againft me when no perfon was
near to affift. © For this reafon I determined to accompany
them, telling them at the fame time, that I would not

have any hand in the murder they were about to commit,
 unlefs
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unlefs I found it neceflary for my own fafety. The In-
dians were not difpleafed at this propofal ; one of them
immediately fixed me a {pear, and another lent me’ a

“broad bayonet for my prote&tion, but at that time I

could not be provided with a target ; nor did I want to be
encumbered with {uch an unneceflary piece of lumber.

While we lay in ambuth, the Indians performed the laft
ceremonies which were thought neceffary before the en-
cagement. Thefe chiefly confifted in painting their faces ;
{fome all black, fome all red, and others with a mixture of
the two; and to prevent their hair from blowing into their
eves, it was either tiod before and behind, and on both
fides, or elfe cut fhort all round. The next thing they
confidered was to make themfelves as light as poflible for
running ; which they did, by pulling off their ftockings,
and cither cutting off the fleeves of their jackets, or roll-
ing them up clofe to their arm-pits ; and though the muf-
kettoes at that time were fo numerous as to furpafs all cre-
bibility, yet fome of the Indians actually pulled off their
jackets and entered the lifts quite naked, except their
breech-cloths and fhoes. Fearing I might have occafion

_to run with the reft, I thought it alfo advifable to pull

off my ftockings and cap, and to tie my hair as clofe up as
poflible,

By the time the Indians had made themiclves thus
completely frightful, it was near one o'clock in the morn-

mg
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ing of the feventeenth; when finding all the Efquimaux
quiet ‘in their tents, thcy rufhed forth from their ambuf-
cade, and fell on the poor unfufpeéting creatures, unper-
ceived till clofe at the very eves of their tents, when

they foon began the bloody maffacre, while I ftood neuter

in the rear.

In a few feconds the horrible {cene commenced; it was
thocking beyond defcription ; the poor unhappy victims
were furprifed in the midft of their fleep, and had neither
- time nor power to make any refiftance ; men, women, and

children, in all upward of twenty, ran out of their tents
ftark naked, and endeavoured to make their efcape ; but

the Indians having pofleflion of all the land-fide, to no

place could they ﬂy for thelter. One alternative only remain-
ed, that of jumping into the river; but, as none of them
attempted it, they all fell a facrifice to Indian barbarity !

The fhrieks and groans of the poor expiring wretches
were truly dreadful ; and my horror was much increafed at
{eeing a young girl, feemingly about eighteen years of age,
killed fo near me, that when the firft {pear was ftuck into
her fide the fell down at my feet, and twifted round my
legs, fo that it was with difhiculty that I could difengage
myfelf from her dying grafps. As two Indian men pur-
{ued this unfortunate vi&im, I folicited very hard for her

life; but the murderers made no reply till they had
- X ftuck
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ftuck both their fpears through her body, and transfixed
her to the ground. They then looked me fternly in the
face, and began to ridicule me, by afking if I wanted an
E{quimaux wife; and paid not the fmalleft regard to the
thrieks and agony of the poor wretch, who was twining

~ round their {pears like an eel! Indeed, after receiving

much abufive language from them on the occafion, I was
at length obliged to defire that they would be more expe-
ditious in difpatching their vi&im out of her mifery, other-
wife I fhould be obliged, out of pity, to affift in the
friendly office of putting an end to the exiftence of a fel-
low-créature who was fb cruelly wounded. On this re-
queft being made, one of the Indians haftily drew his
fpear from the place where it was firft lodged, and pierced
st through her breaft near the heart. The love of life,
however, even in this meft miferable ftate, was fo predo-
minant, that though this might juftly be called the moft
merciful a& that could be done for the poor creature, it
feemed to be unwelcome, for though much exhaufted by
pain and lofs of blood, fhe made feveral efforts to ward off
the friendly blow. My fituation and the terror of my
mind at beholding this butchery, cannot eafily be ¢on~
ceived,. much lefs defcribed; though I fummed up all the
fortitude E was mafter of on the occafion, it was with
difficulty that I could-refrain from tears; and I am con-
fident that my features muft have feelingly exprefied how
fincerely I was affe@ted at the barbarous fcene I then wit-

: nefled;
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nefled ; even at this hour I cannot refle® on the tranf-
actions of that horrid day without {hedding tears.

The brutifh manner in which thefe favages ufed the
bodies they had fo cruclly bercaved of life was fo fhock-
ing, that it would be indecent to deferibe it particularly
their curiofity in examining, and the remarks they made,
on the formation of the women; which, they pretended
to fay, differed materially from that of their own. For
my own part I muft acknowledge, that however favour-
able the opportunity for determining that point might
have been, yet my thoughts at the time were teo much
agitated to admit of any fuch remarks; and I firmly be-
lieve, that had there agually beea as much difference be-
tween them as there is faid to be between the Hottentots
and thofe of Europe, it would not have been in my power
to have marked the ditin@ion. 1 have reafon to think,
however, that there is no ground for the aflertion; and
really believe that the declaration of the Indians on this
occafion, was utterly void of truth, and proceeded only from
the implacable hatred they bore to the whole tribe of
people of whom I am fpeaking.

‘When the Indians had completed the marder of the
-poor Efquimaux, {even other tents on the Eaft fide the
river immediately engaged their attention: very luckily,
however, our canoes and baggage had been left at a
little diftance up the river, fo that they bad no way of
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crofling to get at them. The river at this part béing
little more than eighty yards wide, they began firing at
themn from the Weft fide. The poor Efquimaux on the
oppofite fhore, though all up in arms, did not attempt to
abandon their tents ; and they were {o unacquainted with
the naturc of fire-arms, that when the bullets ftruck the
ground, they ran in crowds to fec what was fent them,
and feemed anxious to examine all the pieces of lead
which they found flattened againft the rocks. At length
one of the Efquimaux men was fhot in the calf of his leg,
which put them in great confufion. They all imme-
diately embarked in their little canoes, and paddled to a
fhoal in the middle of the river, which being fomewhat
more than a gun-fhot from any part of the fhore, put them
out of the reach of our barbarians.

‘When the favages difcovered that the furviving Efqui-
maux had gained the fhore above mentioned, the Northern
Indians began to plunder the tents of the decealed of all
the copper utenfils they could find ; fuch as hatchets, bay-
onets, knives, &c. after which they affembled on the top
of an adjacent high hill, and ftanding all in a clufter, fo as
to form a folid circle, with their {pears ere& in the air, gave
many fhouts of victary, conftantly clathing their {pears
againft each other, and frequently calling out rima/
tima*! by way of derifion to the poor furviving Efqui-

* Tima in the Efquimaux language is a friendly word fimilar to what cheer 2

1 mauyx,
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‘maux, who were ftanding on the fhoal almoft knee-deep

in water. After paradiffg the hill for fome time, it was
agreed to return up the river to the place where we had
left our canoes and baggage, which was about half a
mile diftant, and then to crofs the river again and plunder
the feven tents on the Eaft fide. This refolution was im-
mediately put in force; and as ferrying acrofs with only
three or four canoes * took a confiderable time, and as
we were, from the crookednefs of the river and the

~ form of the land, entirely under cover, feveral of the poor -

furviving Efquimaux, thinking probably that we were
gone about our bufinefs, and meant to trouble them no
more, had returned from the fhoal to their habitations.
When we approached their tents, which we did under
cover of the rocks, we found them bufily employed tying
up bundles. Thefe the Indians feized with their ufual
ferocity ; on which, the Efquimaux having their canoes
lying ready in the water, immediately embarked, and all
of them got fafe to the former thoal, except an old man,
who was fo intent on colle@ing his things, that the In-
dians coming upon him before he could reach his canoe,
he fell a facrifice to their fury : I verily believe not Tefs than
twenty had a hand in his death, as his whole body was like
a cullender. It is here neceffary to obferve that the fpies,

“®* When the fifteen Indians turned back at the Stony Mountains, they took
two or three canoes with them ; fome of our crew that were fent a-head as
meflengers had. not yet returned, which occafioned the number of our canoes to

bc fo fmallﬁ B
when
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when on the look-out, could not fee thefe feven tents,
though clofe under them, as the bank, on which they
ftood, ftretched over them.

It ought to have been mentioned in jts proper place,
that in making our retreat up the river, after killing the
Efquimaux on the Weft fide, we faw an old woman fitting
by the fide of the water, killing falmon, which lay at the
foot of the fall as thick as a fhoal of herrings. Whether
from the noife of the fall, or a natural defect in the old
woman'’s hearing, it is hard to determine, but certain jt is,
fhe had no knowledge of the tragical fcene which had been
fo lately tranfacted at the tents, though fhe was not more
than two hundred yards from the place. When we firft per-
ceived her, fhe feemed perfedtly at eafe, and was entirely
furrounded with the produce of her labour. From her man-
ner of behaviour, and the appearance of her eyes, which
were as red as blood, it is more than probabie that her
fight was not very good ; for fhe fcarcely difcerned that
the Indians were enemies, till they were within twice the
length of their {pears of her. It was in vain that (he at-
tempted to fly, for the wretches of my crew transfixed
ner to the ground in a few feconds, and butchered her
in the moft favage manner. .There was {carcely a man
among them who had not a thruft at her with his fpear ;
and many in doing this, aimed at torture, rather than
ymmegdiate death, as they not only poked out her eyes,

| but
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but ftabbed her in many parts very remote from thofe

which are vital.

It may appear ftrange, that a perfon fuppofed to be
almoft blind thould be employed in the bufinefs of fithing,
and particularly with any degree of fuccefs; but when
the multitude of fith is taken into the account, the won-
der will ceafe. Indeed they were fo numerous at the foot
of the fall, that when a light pole, armed with a few {pikes,
which was the inftrument the old woman ufed, was put
under water, and hauled up with a jerk, it was fcarcely
poflible to mifs them. Some of my Indians tried the
method, for curiofity, with the old woman’s ftaff, anu
feldom got lefs than two at a jerk, fometimes three o
four. Thofe fith, though very fine, and beautifully red,
are but {mall, feldom weighing more (as near as I could
judge) than fix or feven pounds, and in general much lefs.
Their numbers at this place were almoft incredible, per-
haps equal to any thing that is related of the falmon in
Kamfchatka, or any other part of the world. It does
not appear that the Efquimaux have any othcr method of
catching the fifh, unlefs it be by fpears and darts; for no
appearance of nets was difcovered either at their tents, or

on any part of the fhore. This is the cafe with all the

Efquimaux on the Weft fide of Hudfon’s Bay; fpearing -

in Summer, and angling in Winter, are the only me-
thods they have yet devifed to catch fith, though at
| 5 times.
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times their whole dependance for fupport is on that ar-

ticle ®
When

* When the Efquimaux who refide near Churchill River travel in Winter,
1t is always from lake to lake, or from river to river, where they have formed
magazines of provifions, and heaps of mofs for’ firing. As fome of thofe
places are at a confiderable diftance from each other, and fome of the lakes of
confiderable width, they frequently pitch their tents on the ice, and inftead of
havmg a fire, which the feverity of the climate fo much requires, they cut
holes jn the ice within their tents, and there fit and angle for fith; if they
meet "with any fuccefs, the fith are eaten alive out of the water; and when

they are thirfty, water, their ufual beverage, is at hand.

thn I firft entered into the employment of the Hudfon’s Bay Company,
it was as Mate of one-of their floops which was cmploycd in trading with the
Efquimaux; I had therefore frequent opportynitics of obferving the mifer-
able manner in which thofe people live. Inthe courfe of our trade with them
we frequently purchafcd feveral feal-fkin bags, which we fuppofed were full of
oil; but on opening them have fometmey found great quaatities of venifun,
feals, and fea-horfe paws, as well as falmon; and as thefe were of no ufe to
us, we always returned theém to the Indians, who cagerly devoured them, though
fome of the articles had been perhaps a whole year in that ftate; and they
feemed to exult greatly in having fo over-reached wus in the way of trade, as
to have fometimes one third of their bargain returned.

This method of preferving their food, though it effe@ually guards it from
the external air, and from the flics, does'not prevent putrefaltion entirely,
though it renders its progrefs very flow. Pure train oil is of fuch a qualicy
that it never freezes folid in the coldef® Winters; a happy circumftance
for thofe people, who are condémned o live in the moft rigorous climate
without the affiftance of fire. While thefe magazines laft, they have no-
thing more to do when hunger affails them, but to open one of the bags,
take out a fide of venifon, a few feals, fea-horfe paws, or fome half-rotten
falmon, and without any preparation, fit down and make a meal; and the lake
or river by which they pitch their tent, affords them water, which is their con-

ftant drink. Bcﬁdcs the extraordinary food already mentioned, they have fe-
veral
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When the Indians had plundered the feven tents of all
the copper utenfils, which feemed the only thing worth
their

veral other difhes equally difgufting to an European palate; I will only mention
one, as it was more frequently part of their repaft when I vifited their tents,
than any other, except fith. The dith [ allude to, is made of the raw liver of a
deer, cut in fmall pieces of about an inch fquare, and mixed up with the con-
tents of the ftomach of the fame animal; and the farther digeftion has taken place,
the better it is fuited to their tafte. It is impoffible to defcribe or cconéive
the pleafure they feem to enjoy when eating fuch unaccountable food : nay, I
have even feen them eat whole handfuls of maggots that were produced in
meat by fly-blows; and it is their conftant cuftom, when their nofes bleed by
any accident, to lick their blood inta their mouths, and fwallow it. Indeed, if
we confider the inhofpitable part of the globe they are deftined to inhabit, and
the great diftreffes to which they .are frequently driven by hunger in coafe-
quence of it, 'we fhall no longer be furprifed at finding they can relith any thing

in common with the meaneft of the animal creation, but rather admire the

wifdom and kindnefs of Providence in forming the palates and powers of all
creatures in fuch a manner as isbeft adapted to the food, climate, and every
other circumitance which may be incident to their refpective {ituations.

It is no lefs true, that thefe people, when I firft knew them, would not
eat any of our provifions, fugar, raifins, figs, or even bread; for though
fome of them would put a bit of ‘it into their mouths, they foon fpit it out
again with evident marks of diflike; fo that they had no greater relifh for

our food than we had for theirs. At prefent, however, they will eat any part -

‘of our provifions, cither freth or falted; and fome of them will drink a draft

. of porter, or a little brandy and water ; and they are now fo far civilized, and
attached to the Englith, that I am perfuaded any of the Company’s fervants
who could habituate themfelves to their diet and manner of life, might now
live as fecure under their prote@ion, as under that of any of the tribes of In-
dians who border on Hudfon’s B&y

Thcy live in a Itatc of pcrfe& ﬁ-ecdom. no one apparently claiming
the fuperiority over, or acknowledging the lcaft fubordination to another,
Y - except
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their notice, they threw all the tents and tent-poles into
the river, deftroyed a vaft quantity of dried falmon, mufk-
oxen fleth, and other provifions; broke all the ftone
kettles ; and, in fa&, did all the mifchief they poflibly
could to difirefs the poor creatures they could not mur-
der, and who were ftanding on the fhoal before men-

tioned, obliged to be woeful {peGators of their great, or
perhaps irreparable lofs.

After the Indians had completed this piece of wanton-
nefs we fat down, and made a good meal of frefh falmon,
which were as numerous at the place where we now refted,
as they were on the Weft fide of the river. When we had
finithed our meal, which was the firft we had enjoyed for
many hours, the Indians told me that they were again ready
to affift me in making an end of my furvey. It was then
about five o’clock in the morning of the feventeenth, the
fea being in fight from the North Weft by Weft to the
North Eaft, about eight miles diftant. I therefore fet in-
ftantly about commencing my furvey, and purfued it to the
mouth of the river, which I found all the way fo full of
fhoals and falls that it was not navigable even for a boat,
and that it emptied itfelf into the fea over a ridge or bar.

e

except what is due from children to their parentx, or fuch of their kin as wake
care of them when they are young and incapable of providing for themfelves.
There is, however, reafon to think that, when grown up to manhood, they
pay fome attention to the advice of the old men, on account of their ex-

perience. |
2 The
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‘The tide was then out; but I judged from the marks
which I faw on the edge of the ice, that it flowed about
twelve or fourteen feet, which will only reach a little way

within the river’s mouth. The tide being out, the water -

in the river was perfeétly freth; but I am certain of its
being the fea, or fome branch of it, by the quantity of
whalebone and feal-fkins which the Efquimaux had at
their tents, and alfo by the number of feals which I faw on
the ice. At the mouth of the river, the fea is full of iflands
and fhoals, as far as I could fee with the affiftance of a good
pocket telefcope. The ice was not then broke up, but was
melted away for about three quarters of a mile from the main
thore, and to a little diftance round the iflands and fhoals.

By the time I had completed this ﬁirvey, it was about
one in the morning of the eighteenth; but in thofe high °

latitudes, and at this feafon of the year, the Sun is always
at a good height above the horizon, fo that we had not only
day-light, but fun-fhine the whole night : a thick fog and
drizzling rain then came on, and finding that neither the
river nor fea were likely to be of any ufe, I did not think
it worth while to wait for fair weather to determine the
latitude exadtly by an obfervation; but by the extraordi-
nary care I took in obferving the courfes and diftances
when T watked from Congecathawhachaga, where I had
“two good obfervations, the latitude may be depended upon

within twenty miles at the utmoft. -For the fake of form,
Y 2 however,
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however, after having had fome confultation with the In:
dians, I ere@ed a mark, and took:paffeflion-of thqcoaﬂ,
on behalf of the Hudfon’s Bay Company

Having finifhed this buﬁncfs, we fct out on.our tctum,
and ‘walked about twelve miles to the South by Eaft
when we ftopped and took a little fleep, which was the firft
time that any of us had clofed our eyes from the ﬁftccnth
inftant, and it was now fix o’clock in thc morning of the
cighteenth.  Here the Indians killed a mufk-ox; but the
mofs being very wet, we could not make a fire, fo that we
were obliged to eat the meat raw, -which was mtolcrablc,
as it happened to be an old beaft.

Before I proceed farther on my return, it may not be
improper to give fome account of the river, and the country
adjacent ; its produ&ions, and ;bﬁ animals ‘which con-
ftantly inhabit thofe dreary regxdns, as well as thofe that
only migrate thither in Summer, in order.to breqd and
rear their young, unmolefted by man.. . That I may do
this to better purpofe, it wil]’ be neceflary to go’back to
the place where I firft came-to the river, ‘which was about
forty miles from its mouth, -

Befide thc ftunted - pines almdy mcntxoncd, there are

fome tufts of dwarf wdlows ; plenty of Wifhacumpu

(astheEngx.ﬂ;caﬂxt, and which theyufca:m,)
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jackafheypuck, which the natives_ufe as tobacce; and a
few cranbcrry and- heathberry buthes ; but not the leaft
app&rancc of any fruit. _

Thc woods grow graduzﬁy thumcr and fmler as you
approach the fea; and the laft little tuft of pines ¢ that 1
faw is about th.m:y miles from the mouth of the river, {o
that we meet with nothing between that fpot and the fe fea-
ﬁdc butharren lulls and marfhcs T

The gencral courﬁ: of thc river is about North by Eaft;
but in fome places it is very crooked, and its breadth
varies from twenty yards to four or five hundred. The
banks are in general a folid sock, both fides of which car-
refpond fo exadly with each other, as to leave no doubt
that the chanme] of the river has been caufed by fome ter-
rible convulfion of nature; and the fiream is fupplied by
a variety of. little rivulets,. that rufh down the fides of the
hills, occafioned chiefly by the melting of the fnow.. Some-of
the Indians fay, that this river takes its rife from the North
Weft fideof Large WhiteStone Lake, which is at the diftance
of near three hundred miles on. 2 fraight line ; butI can
ﬁ:amcly think that is the cafe, unlefs. there be many inter-

vening lakes, which are fupphed by the vaft quantity of
water that is colle@ed in fo great an extent of hilly and
mountainons eountry: for were it otherwife, I-fhould
imagine that the ‘multitude of fmall rivers, which muft

';dggtg themfelves i iato the mam fiream in- the courfe of o

great

163
1771.
Juiy,

L UV VI PNIP RO VRSPV TIPS




166 | A JOURNEY TO THE

1771:  great a diftance, would have formed a much deeper
“Tr~ and ftronger current than I difcovered, and occafioned
* an annual deluge at the breaking up:of the ice in
the Spring, of which there was not the leaft appear-
~ ance, except at Bloody Fall, where the river was con-
tra&ed to the breadth dof about twenty yards. It was at
the foot of this fall that'my Indians killed the Efquimaux ; .
which was the reafon why I diftinguithed it by that appel-
lation. From this fall, which is about eight miles from
the fea-fide, there are very few hills, and thofc not high.
The land between them is a fiff loam and clay, which,
m fome parts, produces patches of pretty good grafs, and
in others tallifh dwarf willows: at the foot of the hdls
alfo there is plenty of fine fcurvy-grafs. .

~ The Efquimaux at this river are but low in flature,
none exceeding the middle fize, and though broad fet,
are neither well-made nor ftrong bodied. Their com-
plexion is of a dirty copper colour ; fome of the women,
however, are more fair aad ruddy. ‘Their drefs much re-
fembles that of ‘the Greenlanders in Davis’s Straits, except
the wamen’s boots, which are not ftiffened out with whale-
bone, and the tails of - theugackct:arenotmoxethana
foot long. | . .

Their- arms and fithing-tackle arc bows anﬂ m,
{pears, lances, darts, &c. which exa@ly refemble thofe
made ufe of by the Efquimaux in Hudfon’s Straits, and:

: | which
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which have been well defcribed by Crantz #; but, for 1771
want of good cdge-taols, arg/far inferiar to them in work-  Jelye
- manfhip. - Their arrows either thod with a triangular

piece of black ftone, like flate, or a piece of copper ; but

moft commonly the former.

The body of their canoes is on the fame conftruion

as that of the other Efquimaux, and there is no unneceffary

| pmw-pro]c&m beyond the body of the veflel; thefe,

like their arms and other utenfils, are, for the want of

better tools, by no means fo neat as thofe I have feen in

Hudfen’s Bay and Straits. The double-bladed paddle is
in wniverfal ufe among all the tribes of this people.

Their tents are made of parchment deer-fkins in the -
hair, and are pitched in a circular form, the fame as thofe
of the Efquimaux in°"Hudfon’s Bay. Thefe tents are un-

’ -no more than their Summer habitations, for I
faw the remains of two-miferable hovels, which, from the
fituation, the ftru@ure, and the vaft quantity of bones,
old thoes, fcraps of ﬂ:ms, and other rubbifh lying near
them, had certainly been fome of their Winter retreats.
Thefe houfes were firuated on the South fide of 2 hill ;
one half of them' were under-ground, and the upper parts
clofely fet round with poles, meeting at the top in a conical
form, kac thcu' Summcr houfae or tents. Thefe tents,

& 3»!%0( Groeshanl, vol. iy p.x3a—~;56,
| when
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when inhabited, had undoubtedly been covered with fkins ;
and in Winter entirely overfpread “with the fnow-drift,

which muft have greatly contributed to their warmth.
They were fo fmall, that they did not contain more than

fix or eight perfons each ; and even that number of any other.
people would have found thcm but xmfmblc habltanons

Their houfehold furniture chu:ﬂ \,canﬁﬁ:s of ﬁonc.
kettles, and wooden troughs of various fizes ; ‘alfo difhes,

fcoops, and {poons, made of the buffal6 or z;mﬂ;-ox horas.

Their kettles are formed of a' pepper and. falt"coloured

flone; and though the texture appears to be very coarfe,
and as porous as a drip-ftone, yet they are perfe@ly tight,"

and will found as clear as a China bowl. Some of thofe

kettles are fo large as to be capable of containing five or fix

gallons ; and though it is impoffiblé thefe poor people can
perform this arduous work with | any ¢ other tools than harder
ftones, yet they are by far fuperxor to any tbatJ had ever fccn
in Hudfon’s Bay; cvery one of them being orpamented

| Wlth neat mouldings round the rim, and fome of the large

ones with a kind of flute-work at each corner. In fhape

“they were 2.lopg fquare, fomcthing wider at the top than
bottom, like a knife-tray, and ﬁrong handles of the folid -

ﬁone were left at cach end to hft -them up..

Thcu- hatcbcts are made of ‘a thick Iump of copper,

about five or fix inches long, and from one and a half to

two inches fqnatc ; they arc bevelled away at one end like
a morncc-
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rorticechiffel. . ~Thus is fathed into the end of a piece of

wood about twelve. or fourteen inches long, in fuch a man-
ner s to adt like an adee : - in general they are appiied-to
the wood ke 2 chiflt], and driven in with:a-heavy club;,
inftead of a mallet. Neither the weght of the toai nor
the tharpoefs of the metal will admit of their being

handlec either as adze or axe, with any Cdegree of fuccefs,

“The men’s bavonets and women’s knives are alio f1ad
of copper; the former are in shape like the ace of {DnQCS,
with the handic of deers-horn a ootjong, and the :atter
exad@ly refemble thofe: deftribed by -Grantz. Sampies of
both thefe impiements I formerdy fent home to James Fitz-
gerald, Efg. then one of the Hudicn’s Bay Committee.

- Among ail tie {poiis of the twelve tents which my coz-
panicns phmdcrcd only two imall p&eces of iron wers
tound ; onme of which waseabout 3n inch and z helf
long, and three elghths of an inch broad, mace intc 2
womarn’s kmife; the other was barely an inch long, anc =
quarter of an inch wide. This Jaft was rivetted into =
piece of ivory, fo as to form a man’s knife, known in
Hudfon’s Bzy by the name of Mokearoggan, and is tzz
only inftrument ufed by them in fhaping.ail their wooc-

rk. "

T hofe peoplc had a fine and numerous breed of dogs,
ith fharp ere@ eacs, fharp nofes, buthy tails, &c. ex-
| Z altly
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a@ly like thofe feen.among the Efquimaux in Hudfon'’s
Bay and Straits. . They were all tetheted to flones, to pre-
vent them, as I fuppofe, from cating the fith that were
fprw.dallovcrthcrocksmdry . I do not recolle&- that
my companions kﬂledorhmtoncofthofeammals but

after we had .left: the: tents, they often wﬁhedthey had
taken fome of thole fine dogs with them: - |

Though - the drefs, canos, utcnﬁls, and many other
articles belonging to thefe people, ‘are very - fimilar to -
thofe of Hudfon’s Bay, yet there is one cuftom that pre-
vails among. them—namely, -that' of the men having. all

the hair of their heads pulled out by the rdots—which
pronounces them to be of al:different tribe from any
hitherto feen either on thc coaft of Labradorc, Hudfon’s
Bay, or Davis’s Straits, . The ‘women wore _their hair at
full length, and'exadly in the fame ftile:as alf the othcr
Efqmmauxwomendowhomlhavcfeen -l

thn at dwf:a-ﬁdc, (at thcmouth of the Copchchr,)
befides fecing many feals oa the ice, T alfo obferved feveral
flocks -of " fea-fowl Rying about'the fhores; fuch as, gulls,
black-heads, loons, old wives,: ha-ha-wi¢’s, dunter geefe,
ar&ic gulls, and willicks. In the adjacent ponds al{o were
fome fwans and geefc in a moulting flate, and in the
marfhes fome curlews and plover; plenty of hawks-eyes,

(3. e. the green plover,) and fome yellow-legs ; . alfo feveral

other fmall birds, that v:ﬁt thofe Northcm parts in the
Spring

)
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Spring to breed and moult, and which doubtiefs return
Southward as the fall advances. My reafon for this conjec-
ture is founded on a certain knowledge that all thofe birds
migrate in Hudfon's Bay; and it is but reafonable to think
that they are lefs capablie of withftanding the rigour of
fuch a Iong and cold Winter as they muft necefiarily ex-
perience in a country which is fo many ctgr:es within the
Ar&ic Circle, as that is wzers I now &w them.

That the mufk-oxen, deer, bears, woives, wolvarins
foxes, Alpine hares, white owis, ravers, Dartnages. groun é
fquirrels, common ﬁ;mrrds, ermins, mice, &c. are t}.:
conftant inhabitants of thofe parts, is not to be doubtec.
In many places, by the fides of the hills, where the Tiow
iay toa great deptb, the dung of the muﬁc-oxeu anc cees
was lying in fuch long and continued ! heaps, as clearly o
point out that thofe places had been their much-frequentec
paths during the preceding Winter. There were alfo mac;
other fimilar appearances on the bills, and other parts, whers
the fnow was entirely thawed away, without any print of
2 foot being vifible in the mofs; which is a certain proor
that thefe long ridges of dung muift have been dropoec iz
the fnow as the beafts were paffing and repaﬁ'mo' over it

the Winter, There are likewife fimilar proofs that *=¢
Alpine hare and the partridge do not migrate, but remaiz
there the whole year: the latter we found in confider-
able flocks among the ‘urts of willows which grow zeas
the fea,

g
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It is perhaps not génerally kiiown; ievert to the curioms,
therefore may not: be ‘unworthy of dhfervition, that the
dung of the mufk-ox; though:fo darge:an animal, .is not
larger, and at the fame timé fo neas’the flinpe. and colour
of that of the Alpine ‘hare, - thiak - the : difference is not
eafily diftinguithed: but by the natives, though- in general
thequglmymykdtoaﬁwmydvhemnmd to
which it belongs. _

I did not fee any birds peculiar to thofc parts, except
what the Copper Indians call the ‘¢ Alarm Bird,” or
“ Bird of Warning.” = In fize and colour it refembles a
Cobadekoock, and is of the owl genus.. - The ame is faid
to be well adapted to its qualities ; for when-it perceives
any people, or beaft, it direts its way towards them im-
mediately, and after havermgmrthémﬁncm, fives
round them in -circlesg or goes a-head in: the fame ‘di-
re&ion in which they walk. - They repeat their vifits fre-

quently; and if thcyfeeanyahamamgdacas, fly al-

terndtely from one’ patty ‘to-uhe other,. hover omer them

for fome time, and make a:ioud fcréaming neifs, like
the cryiog of a child. In this inanrer thicy are faid fome-
times to follow paffengers a wiiole day. The Copper In-
dians ‘put- great confidence in thofe-birds, and fay they are
frequently appriced by themn of the gpproach: of frangess,
and condu@ed by themto herds:of ‘deer and muib-axcn,

which, witheut their dﬁ'xihmoe, in all probability, tbey

never could have found.
'The
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* The Efguimanx fesm pot #o bave imbibed the Gme
opinion of thalc birds; Tor if they bad, they muf have
been apprized of oqrnpmh toward their tents, becanfe
all the time the Indiane lay in-smbufb, (befoe they began
the maflacre,) a large flogk of thok birds were continually
flying about, and heveripg alternatcly over them and the
tents, making a noife fufficient to awaken any man out of
the foundeft fleep.

After a fleep of five or fix hours we once more fet qut, and
walked eighteen or nineteen miles to the South South Eaft,
when we arrived. at one of the ¢ mines, - which lies,
from the river’s mouth about South Seuth Eaft, diftant
about twenty-nine or thirty miles.

This mine, if it deferve that appellation, is no more
than an entire jumble of rocks and gravel, which has been
rent many ways by an earthquake. Thraugh thefe ruins
there runs a {mall river; but no part of it, at the time I
was there, was mox:e than knee-den:p :

The Indaans who were the occafion of 1 my nnrhrtakmg
this journey, reprefented this mine to be fo rich and va-
lnable, that if a faGory were built at the: dver, a fhip
might -he baﬂaﬁ:dmdlthew,mﬁmdafﬁane and
that with the fame eafc and dipatch as & dane with
ftones at Churchill River. By their account the hills were

~ entirely compofed of that metal, all in handy Iumps, like

a heap

2
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a heap of pebbles. But their account differed fo much
from the truth, that I and almoft all my companions ex-
pended near four hours in fearch of fome of this metal,
with fuch poor fuccefs, that among us all, only one piece
of any fize could be found. - This, however, was remark-
ably good, and weighed above four pounds ®. I belicve the
copper -has- formerly been in much greater plenty; for in
many places, both on the furface and in the cavities and
crevices of the rocks, the fones are much tinged with

verdigrife.

It may not be unworthy the notice of the curious, or -
undeferving a place in my Journal, to remark, that the
Indians imagine that every bit of copper they find re-
fembles fome obje& in nature; but by what I faw of the
large picce, and fome fmaller ones which were found by
my companions, it requires a_great fhare of invention to
make this out. I found that different people had dif-

ferent ideas on the fubje&, for the large piece of copper

above mentioned had not becn found long before it had
twenty different names, One faying that it refembled
this animal, and another that it reprefeated & particular

part of another; at laft it was generally allowed to re-
- femble an Alpine hare couchant : for my part, I muft con-

fefs that 1 could not fee it had the leaft refemblance to any
thing to which they compared it. It would be endlefs to
* This picce of Copper is now in the pofiefion of the Hudon's Bay

Company. |
enumerate
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enumerate -the different parts of a deer, and other ani-
mals, which the Indians fay the beft pieces of copper re-
femble : .it may therefore be fufficient to fay, that the
largeft pieces, with the feweft branches and the leaft drofs,
are the beft for their ufe; as by the help of fire, and two
ftones, they can beat it cut to any fhape they with.

Before Churchill River was fettled by the Hudfon’s Bay
Company, which was notfiore than fifty years previous to
this journey being undertaken, the Northern Indians had no

other metal but copper among them, except a fmall quan-

tity of iron-work, which a party of them who vifited York
Fort about the year one thoufand feven hundred and thir-
teen, or one thoufand feven hundred and fourteen, pur-

chafed ; and a few pieces of old iron found at Churchill

River, which had undoubtedly been left there by Captain
Monk. This being thecafe, numbers of them from all quar-
ters ufed every Summer to refort to thefe hills in fearch
of copper; of which they made hatchets, ice-chiffels,
bayonets, knives, awls, arrow-heads, &c.* The many

paths

® There is a firange tradition among thofe people, that the firft perfon who
difcovered thofe mines was 2 woman, and that the conduted them to the
place for fevenal years; but as the was the only woman in company, fome of

. the men took fuch liberties with her as made ber vow revenge on them ;. and

the is faid to_have been a great comjurer. Accordingly when the men had

~ Joaded themiclves with copper, and were going to return, fhe refufed to ac-

company them, and faid fhe woukd fit oo the mine till the funk into the
ground, and that the coppir thould fink with her. The next year, when the

‘menventformotecopper they found her funk up to the waift; though' ffill

ahive,
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p&&smm btmbmenbythehwxm ‘thiéfe 6o+
cafidn, and W e, in-tany places; very perfed,
oh ‘tht i and{ms ‘i’ furprifmg ; ‘in‘the
vallies mtd ‘maﬁ:ygmm s, however, they-are moltly
grownbvcrm&iu%agc o 3 5ot to be difterned.

-

The Copper Indians fct a great value on their native-

metal ‘even to this day ; and prefer -it to iron, ¥or atmoft
every tfe except that of aharchet, a knife, 4nd-an awl:
for thefe ‘three neceflary impleéments, copper makes but a
very poor fubftitute. When they exchange copper for
iron-work “with our trading Northern dndians, which is
but feldom, the flandard is #n ice<chiffel of copper for
an ice—chiffel of iron, or an ice-chiffel and a few arrow-
heads of copper; for a half-worn hatchet ; but when: thcy
barter furrs with our Indians, the cﬁabh{hcd rule is to’ give
ten times the price for every thing they purchafe that is
given for them at the Company’s Fa&ory. Thus, a
hatchet that is bought at the Fadory for one beaver-fkin,

_or one cat-fkin, or three ordinary martins’ {kins, is fold to

-

alive, and the quantity of coppcr much dccrcafcd and on their rcpcanng
their vifit the year following, fhe had quite difappeared, and all the principal

of the mine with her; fo that after that period nothing remained on the
furface but a few fmall pieces, and thofe were fcattered at a confiderable dif-
tance from éach other.  Before that petiod they fay the copper lay on the
furfaccmfuchhrgehezps, that the Indians had nothing to do but tum it over,
and pick fuch picces as would beft fiiit the different ufes for which they in-

tended it.
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thofe people at_the advanced price of one;thoufand: per  r77r-
cent.3. they alfo-pay. in proportian, for kaives, and every "
other fmaller' piase: of ironswork. - For a fmail brats kettle
of twa pexads, or two pounds and a half weight, they
pay fixty martins, or twent