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MINUTES.

Mmrcw, Queens Co.,

■зад
After singing and prayer by Eey a" C °f ‘Ьв charoh- 

were engaged in while the Clerb wlre n ГЄІІ8І0Ю services
kS Wm P^wnga list of delegates

was
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er- and Bro. W. Cushing.
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Lockeport,—Rev. J. A. Durkee, Deae. 8. Kempton, Joshua Cliadsey, 
. Martin Ringer, and A. H. Fisk.

Niclaux,—Dea. В. H. Parker.
Carlton,—Rev. H. N. Parry.
Jlïimof,—Rev. J. T. Eaton.
1st Ragged Island,—Rev. P. R. Foster, and Bro. Thomas Hayden. 
Lower Granville,—Rev. I. Wallace.
West Yarmouth,—Rev. H. N. Parry.
Greenfield,—S. H. Cain, (Lie. ), and Bro. Henry Hanley.
The Association was duly organized by the election of the 

following

ThaBros
to stan

On j
Kempt

On C
R. Fost 

On E 
N. Parr;

On M 
Black. 

On Sz 
On Ci 

I. Walla 
_ On qb

OFFICERS.
Moderator,—Rev. J. A. Durkee. .
Clerks,—Revds. J.1 T. Eaton, and J. H. Robbins.
Treasurer,—Dea. В. H. Parker.
Assistant Treasurer,—Joseph B. Freeman.
Prayer by Rev. W. E. Hall.
Rules of Order read by the Moderator.
The following Committees were appointed :
To Examine Letters,—Revds. Isaiah Wallace, J. M. Parker, and і 

J. F. Kempton.

Hall.
On Ob 

Ingram, і
Prayer 

was prom

To Read Letters.—Revds. W. E. Hall. A. Cohoon, and G. H. 
(loudy. - Prayer 1

The following names were added to the Committee on. Arrange ! Minutes 
ments Rev. P. F. Murray, and S. Cain, (Lie.) I Reading

4 After si 
Isaiah WalInvited to Seats.—Revds. W. A. J. Bleakney, and R. R. Philp.

After reading the letter of the Milton Church, extending ifhurches 
hearty welcome to the Association,

The Committee on Arrangement^ reported in part, and adopted 
• as follows :

The Com

let. Time of Meetings. Morning session commence at ю o’clock! Milton Bat 
A. M., and close at 12 A. M. ; alternoon session open at 2 o'clock! ”
close at 5 o'clock ; evening Session open at 7.30 o’clock, and close 
pleasure. X

Com
Оощ3rd. That this morning session be spent in Reading Letters, a

that fortv minutes at the beginning of Saturday and Monday alien .. -----
, noon and Tuesday morning sessions be spent in the same manner, if L,verpool В 
necessary. That the remainder of the afternoon session be given 
reports on Infirm Ministers’ Fund, Denominational Literature, a 
Home and Foreign Missions. The latter to be read and laid on t 
table for discussion in the evening.

The evening session to be given to a public meeting on Home anffirooiftm Ba 
Foreign Missions, and that the speakers be Revds. A. Cohoon,
Normandy, J. H. Bobbins, W. E. Hall, and others.
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Collections to be taken at all the Baptist Churches for Convention 
Fund.

Monday, Morning Session—Association Sermon by Rev. W. E. Hall, 
Report of Committees on Obituaries and Christian Beneficence.

Afternoon Session—Report of Committee on Circular Letter. Read
ing of Circular Letter. Report of Committee on Sabbath Schools.

Evening Session—Report of Committee on .Education, to be followed 
by addresses.

Tueadoy, Morning Seaeion—Remaining business, Questions in 
Letters, &c.

Recommended that Rev. J. H. Robbins be requested to report 
the doings of this body to the public press.

Report of Infirm Ministers’ Fund was read by Rev. A. Cohoon, 
Secretary-Treasurer, ! Report adopted. (See Appendix A.)

Report on Denominational Literature was read by the Chairman 
of Committee, Rev. J. H. Robbins, ably discussed and adopted. 
(See Appendix B.)

Report on Missions read by Rev. A. Cohoon and laid on the 
table. (See Appendix C.)

Closing prayer by Rev, P. S, McGregor-

J. H.
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Saturday—Evening Session. Prayer 
Minute

. „ -______ _ _, Besoivea
Moderator announced the subject of the evening—Home I be appoin 

and Foreign Missions. The subjects were elucidated and enforced I Tabular fe 
by the following speakers : Revds, J. H. Robbins, M. Normandy,
W. E. Hall, I. Wallace, W. A. J. Bleakney, J. H. Saunders, and j, J the letters

church be 
church rec

After singing, Rev. J. F, Kempton read the Scriptures and 
offered prayer. . 4» J

The

Commil

F. Kempton.
The exercises were enlivened by excellent music by the choir. 
Benediction by the Moderator. Resolved, 

With the cl
Commit! 

letter be 
was i

4

1
letterMonday—Morning Session,

• After introductory exercises, participated in by Revds. J. H. I 
Sandys, and T. Wallace, the Association Sermon was preached hyl 
Rev. W. E. Hall, from 2 Cor. viii. 7. Subject : “The grace 0Щі„7д te4 
giving." The sermon was a lucid and forcible setting forth of theE «ociat 
Bible doctrine of giving, urging the necessity of Christian»* 1
practicing it. / E™ ta^,e; I

Minutes-of last two Sessions were read and approved. E Committei
Report on Missions taken from the table and spoken to by B«r,Edppendix E.
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Committee on Obituaries reported. Adopted. (See App. F,) 
The Moderator read the following telegram from Rev. J. A. 

McLean of Bear River :—“ Health improved—off for Colorado— 
Farewell.”

The Clerk was ordered to reply by Post Card. “The Associa
tion unite in prayer that your health may be greatly improved and 
your life prolonged by change of climate."

Committee on Arrangements reported finally as follows :

G. I
A. ( 
exce: 
of tl

Cl

COMMITTEES FOR 1883,
On Education-—Revds. J. H. Robbins, G. H. Goudy, and A. 

Cohoon.
On Circular Letter.—Revds. W. H. Richan, P. S. McGregor, and 

E. H. Bishop. -
On Denominational Literature.—Revds. J. A. Durkee, H.. N. 

Parry, and G. E. Good.
On Missions.—Revds. J. F. Kempton, C. Goodspeed, and W. H. 

Warren.

Pra
Mir

Reso
statisti
Aseocii

Resol
pendix

Com
Appenc

Соті
adopted

The 1 
appoint!

On Sunday Schools.—Revds. W. E. Hall, R. D. Porter, and J. D.
Skinner.

On Questions in Letters—Revds. P. R. Foster, P. F. Murray, 
and J. T. Eaton.

On Obituaries.—Revds. I. Wallace, J. I. DeWolfe, and J. H.
Saunders.

On Temperance.—Revds. J. A. Gordon, G. H. Goudy, and Brother I the^tim! 
Avard Longley. | Missions

On Arrangements for 1883.—Pastors of the following Baptist I JPeet the 
Churches, vis.; Lockeport^Oehorne,Shelburne,Barrington,Liverpool, I fhe^great

I Report

Reaolvea 
Clerks of 
opinion hi 
paper for 
that this J 

I to that erx
, Resolved, 
Us delegate 
coming ses 
uniform us

Remitted, 
end Osborn

After singing Rev. J. M. Parker read the Scriptures and offered Emente ,or » 
prayer. ■

The Moderator announced the subject of the evening “Educa-1*° the recoil 
tion,".and introduced Rev. I. Wallace, who read the report of the В «oration < 
Committee on Education and spoke to it, Revds. J. H. Saunders, B Rev. P. R.

That Rev. J. A. Saunders preach the Aesociatieiftl Sermon, Rev. G. 
E. Good be his alternate. Rev. C. Goodspeed write the Circular 
Letter. Adopted.

Resolved, That the delegates of this Association to Convention be 
A. Longley, M. P., H. H. Croeby, Esq., Deacons James Nickerson, 
Austin Locke, and Richard Clarke.

Closing prayer by Rev. M. Normandy,

Monday—Evening Session.

Commitfr
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г V :
to lead the Association in special prayer for Rev. R. Sanford in his 
loneliness.

Resolved, That Bros. W. R. Doty and J, F. Freeman be a Committee 
to audit the Treasurer's accounts.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to hand over the moneys 
in his hands to Rev. Dr. Day, Finance Committee, reserving fitly 

ч dollars Tor printing Minutes.
The Auditing Committee reported Treasurer’s accounts examined 

end found correct. Report adopted.
Treasurer's Report read and adopted.
Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Association be tendered 

to tlie friends of Milton for their abundant hospitality ; and 
also to the choir for the music so admirably rendered during the 
evening sessions. ,

Association adjourned to meet with the Church at Lockeport the 
third Saturday in June 1883, at 10 o’clock, A. M.

Prayer by Rev. W. E, Hall,
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and commands of the moral law, the doctrines of human sinfulness, 
of the need of repentance toward God, and of justification through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—the Bible is level to the humblest 
comprehension, our “wayfaring men though fools shall not 
therein " but it remains true that very much of that Scripture 
which is “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness,” is to be adequately comprehended 
only by those who bring to it intelligence, thoughfulness. and 
prayerful study. It is the boast of Protestantism that it has placed 
the Bible in the hands of the people, but the very character of the 
Scriptures demands that the people who shall fully enjoy the 
legitimate benefits of this possession shall be an intelligent people.

But on the other hand, the effect of the religion of Christ is to 
make men intelligent. By setting men right in regard to the great 
first principles of religious truth—the -,truth concerning God and 
His relation to humanity, tbe truth concerning man, his nature 
and destiny, his relations to God and to his fellowmen, the gospel 
brings men from darkness into light, it breaks down the prison 
walls of superstition, lifts men out of the horrible and filthy 
dungeon of sin and makes them children of light by making them 
children of God. That liberty which is the birth-right of the 
child of God is something in which his whole nature shares. The 
mind, exulting in its emancipation, reaches forth on every hand, 
glad to exercise its powers and eager to drink in knowledge. It is 
our boast as promoters and defenders of evangelical Christianity 
that wherever the gospel in its purity is proclaimed to a people 
and received by them, it enlightens the understanding and fosters 
intelligence. There are no people on the face of the earth, we 
proudly contend, where the intellectual life is so free and strong, 
and, where all the happy results, which well-directed mental 
energy infallibly produces, are to be found in such large measure, 
as among those people whose minds are most thoroughly imbued, 
and whose life is in the'largest degree regulated, by the principles 
of the gospel of Christ.

If, therefore, we consider the testimony of scripture, direct and 
indirect, the fact that the Bible addresses itself to the thoughtful 
and intelligent and the historical testimony, as to the power of the 
gospel to enlighten and strengthen the minds of those who receive 
it, we cannot doubt that on the one hand the Christian religion 
demands, and on the other hand, tends to produce, and to develop, 
not only spiritual but intellectual life.

There are some reasons which may now be urged, as being 
especially applicable to the present generation, why a larger and 
more vigorous intellectual life should be sought by our churches.

First then—the opportunities for so doing are greater than those 
which any previous generation has enjoyed. Not only has the 
free schodl system placed within the reach of all, advantages, which 
until recent years could be secured only by the comparatively
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present age, as in np other of the past, there is need of men ai\d 
women who are able to instruct others. The Sunday Schools and 
Mission Schools which form so important a department of Christian 
work at the present, call for a host of workers who need not only 
to be earnest Christians, but to be intelligent and apt to teach. 

How often does a member of the church when asked to occupy 
position of service and influence, as, for example, superinten

dent or teacher in the Sunday School, shrink back and say, “ Oh ! 
I cannot undertake this work. ' I am not fit for it. I do not know 
enough,’’ which, in many cases no doubt, is perfectly true. But 
what excuse is there for its being true 1 In most cases, if the 

; . privileges which have been within reach had been made use of, 
those persons, who are shrinking from the positions of service and 
responsibility to which Christ and the Church are calling them, 
might have been well-equipped for the work. Almost every pastor 
sees around him world which needs to be done, work which his 
own hands are too full to undertake and which remains undone 
because men-and women of intelligence and earnest piety are not 
found to go forward and take the lead in doing it.

Thirdly. We would urge, as one of the strongest reasons why 
we should seek to promote a vigorous intellectual life among 
people, the fact that there are very great temptations to mental 
dissipation. There is a temptation to an evil use of almost every 
good thing. The ability to read is no exception. There are good 
books and cheap in plenty, good magazines and newspapers also, 
and the young man or woman, who desires to read that which 
is good and adapted to edify, need not want the means of cultivating 
the mind and 'enlarging knowledge. But we must not shut our eyes 
to the fact that the land is full of literary trash of the most wretched 
and despicable character, some of it positively and intentionally 
immoral which is merely weak, sickly, sloppy, sentimental and 
effeminate, fit only to enervate the mind, ruin the memory and 
create a distate for everything solid and instructive whether written 
or spoken. This wretched stuff, which it would be a sin to dignify 
by the name of literature, is finding its way, only too readily, into 
Christian households, heralded by some flaming advertisement, baited 
for the old folks by an agricultural and a kitchen department and 
accompanied by a host of gorgeous chromos or a pile of brazen 
jewelry ! Very surely it does its work creating an appetite which 
groVs by what it feeds <ih. But what kind of men and women are 
they likely to become whose young mental and moral natures 
fed on such pabulum as this 1 We are not likely to overrate the 
evil arising from this intellectual dissipation. It is no doubt an 
evil of grave proportions which is becoming greater, and the effect 
will be, in so far as it reaches, to destroy the mental vigor of those 
who now are, or who are expected to become, the members of 
churches.

It must not at all be supposed that we regard intelligence as the
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1- the young in the truths of the Bible. But what if he find that his 
people refuse to be ,so instructed I If we are not mistaken, it is 
the ordinary experience of pastors that there is a demand for 
preaching rather than teaching, and perhaps it is not going too far 
to say that the preaching is popular in proportion as it appeals to 
the emotions and imagination and leaves the understanding and 
the conscience alone. The demand is emphatically for preaching. 
There must be two or three sermons on Sunday, two or three prayer 
meetings (so called) through the week, and a series of meetings from 
time to time. The preached-to-death minister finds no time to 
teach the Word, nay scarcely for regular and vigorous study of it 
on his own account.

There is, if we mistake not, a grave danger in the perpetual 
preaching of the present day, a danger that those who preach the 
Word will preach themselves to death, not physically, but 
intellectually, and especially spiritually, and that their hearers shall 
be nursed into spiritual imbecility andsloth. One good 
Sunday is as much as any man, woman or child ought to hear.

But the pastor cannot do much alone to effect a reform in this 
matter. There must be co-operation. Let churches say to their 
pastors, “ Go forward as our guide and teacher, and we Will heartily 
unite with you in the study of God’srtruth.” Let a part of every 
Lord’s day be given to a study of the Word by the pastor and all 
the people. Let parents give their children good and wholesome 
books to read, and see to it that they do not read the ruinous trash 
that is everywhere abundant. Let them reverence and read their 
Bibles, and teach their children so to do. Let young men and 
maidens, “cry aloud for knowledge and lift up their voice for 
understanding," kt them “ seek for her as for silver and search for 
her as for hid treasures,” so shall there come to be a greater desire to 
hear the Word of God than to listen to displays of mere human 
eloquence, and so might there come to be a vertebrated type of 
Christianity which is greatly to be desired.
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ua which we could not do in connection with others. That special 
work is to preserve the ordinances of the gospel in their scriptural 
simplicity and purity, and to disseminate God's sacred truth 
concerning them. Ц we neglect to do this we have no need of 
separation. J . .

There are various methods tending to the same results ; the 
Pulpit, the Sahbath School, and the Press shoj^d cooperate in this 
work.

Sabbath School Literature. As it would be inconsistent for a 
Baptist Church to employ a Pedobaptist pastor, so it is equally 
inconsistent for Baptist Sabbath Schools to use Pedobaptist, or 
so-called “ Union ” Lesson Helps. If published Lesson Helps are 
used, we plead, in the name of consistency, and in the interest of 

God-given mission, do not use such as pervert or even omit 
those very truths we are act to defend.

In our Sabbath School Libraries also let there be a fair propor
tion of good denominational books.

Another important.'factor in Denominational Literature is 
Baptist Tracts. There is a rich variety of these published by the 
Baptist Publication Society. Every Pastor and Sabbath School 
should have a supply. Their judicious distribution would result in 
much good. It is not known as widely as it should be that Baptists 
have a Denominational Literature, rich and varied in thought and 
style, and solid in truth. Ldt us put this literature before our 
people and before the world, with the prayer that God will make 
it the messenger of God to erring souls.

The denominational paper also demands attention Under the 
head of Denominational Literature. It will be conceded by all 
that, as a denomination, in this respect we are in an anomalous 
position. There are several papers published as private enterprises, 
professing to be in the interests of the denomination. But they 
are largely local or personal interests, sometimes inharmonious and 
even antagonistic, by no means, supplying the necessities of the 
denomination,^ or meeting the demand of the times ; and we 
earnestly express the hope that soon the Christian Messenger and 
Christian Visitor will cease to be separate provincial papers, and 
that we will have instead one Baptist paper for the Maritime 
Provinces^ more worthy of the patronage of the thousands of 
Baptist families, and we hope that some practical measure will he 
proposed, which will be accepted and supported by the denom
ination.
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Respectfully submitted,
j. H. Robbins, Chairman. <
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Beport of Committee on Christian Beneficence. і
I Touching the important matter of Christian Beneficence, yeur 
I Committee desire to call attention to the following points :
J 1. To give for the support and advance of the cause of Christ 
j is a Christian duty and privilege.
[ 2. To teach the people to perform this duty, and enjoy this
і privilege is the work of the pastor, and he who fails in this keeps 
I back something that is profitable to his flock, and does not teach 
t the observance of all things commanded by Christ.

3. The amount contributed by many of the churches of this 
Association during the last Convention year for the denominational 
work, is much below what might be reasonably expected of them. 
(See report of Finance Committee in Year Book for 1881.)

4. The “ Convention1 Scheme ” |deserves the approval of all 
interested in the raising of benevolent funds. (1) Because it affords 
a wholesome stimulus. (2) Because it proposes to provide for all 
departments of our benevolent work according to their respective 
needs.

a
o
C
tl
b
oi

і
ran
for

1
■ has

fitti
6. For the carrying out of this plan each church should adopt 

some method of collecting the funds, simple in its working, and at 
the same time of such a character as to keep the subject before the 
people throughout the entire year. An excellent method é the 
envelope plan. ''
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Respectfully submitted,
A. Cohoon, Chairman.

(E)
Beport of Committee on Sabbath Sohools.

Your committee believe that the Sabbath School holds an 
important place in its relation to the church, that while it is not 
the church, nor the children’s church, nor a section of the church, 
it nevertheless stands in an indispensible relation to its increase 
and prosperity.

I We Wish to call the attention of the churches to the tendency 
I manifested almost everywhere to supplant the Word of God with 
I the speculations of men, to substitute lesson leaves for the leaves 

of the Tree of Life. To put in the place of prayer, and a patient 
j use of the marginal references of our Bibles, paper often spoiled
! with printers’ ink, to exhibit highly colored pictures and pious
I cartoons in place of the divinely sketched outlines of God’s 

redemption work as seen in the Bible. Let us, while we may be 
helped in the use of all proper and legitimate aids in our work, 
be careful that these foreign auxiliaries do not serve as stilts to
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House will be repaired, the younger Academy students placed here 
with the Principal and an assistant teacher, and these will be a 
family by themselves, the boarding department being under the 
charge of a matron. We are hoping that this change will be 
productive of much good. The instruction in this department is 
spoken of by those who have visited it as thorough and satisfactory. 
We are anticipating a better school in the year to come and ask for 
an increase of patronage.
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The Seminary.—The attendance in this department has increased 
during the last year, particularly in the Boarding department. 
Five young ladies graduated. The prospect is that there will be 
an increase in the attendance. The school is now well organized 
and our young ladies can obtain a good education without leaving 
the Province. We have a comfortable and convenient building 
with a corps of teachers deserving of the confidence of the public. 
The number of young Radies who should attend such a school 
ought to be larger than can be accommodated in our building, The 
financial condition of the Academy and Seminary is quite satisfac
tory. They will, I think, close the year without debt.
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The College.—Humber in attendance 60 ; nine graduated. We 

are expecting a larger number next year. The work in the class- 
done last year, I think, with more than the usual degree 

of earnestness and thoroughness. The interest in the College 
to be extending The financial condition of the College 

awakens some anxiety. It was stated at the last meeting of the 
Convention that the plan which that body had adopted for raising 
money for its various objects had not yielded sufficient revenue and 
the College was steadily falling into debt There has been some 
change for the bettor the past year. But we fear there will be 
some deficiency again this year, and thus the debt be increased. 
Our Board have been disposed to work with the Finance Committee 
of the Convention, but they are not contented to see responsibilities 
gathering on them with no means for discharging them. Probably 
there will be a deficiency of $1,000 this year. Is it not possible 
for some special moans to be used to increase the returns on the 
Convention plan before the 1st of August 1

The Theological Department is gaining the confidence of the 
people. The impression is extending that the continuance of the 
department is necessary. In the Messenger of this week will be 

statement of the work done by the Theological students.
It is certainly creditable to them. Financially it is now connected 
with the College. But if it is to be continued as it ought to be, ] 
the churches should give to it a much more generous support. 1

This statement your Committee regard as in the main quite | 
encouraging. It is, however, to be regretted that the income from j 
the Endowment, Notes of Hand, and Convention Fund has not | 
been sufficient fo meet the expenditure of the College during the 1
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