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Meteorological

Observatory
An Interesting Institution, where
star observations are taken for

correct time and sent out to ships
by wireless, and where Weather
Forecasts are taken. Here also

Earthquakes occurring in any part
of the world arc recorded on

delicate instruments.

An Unsurpassed View from
the Observatory

Visitors' Hours: 9 ajn. to 5 pan.



The Climate o/ Victoria
TUa is • sttbjsct of interest not only to residents,

but to visitors and others abrosd who are anxious to

learn the truth respecting our unique and almost ideal

climala.

It is an interesting fact that the climate of this portion

of Vancouver Island greatly resembles that of the south

of England, iaetatfng tiM Channel Islanda.

Respecting the amount of bright sunshine yed

here and on the English Channel, the followir gurea

riiow inctoria haste tiia Hat of stations givm y^Mt

an average daily amount for the yeir of five hours snd

forty-five minutes, while during the Summer months the

daily allowance is nine hears and diirty-six minutes.

During tht Winter months the average daily amount

of bright sunshine is practically the same as is given for

Torquay, Devon. Respecting Aa average jrearly precipi-

tation the amount for Victoria (27.45 inches) is slightly

under that at Brighton and dbout seven inches less than

the average aoMNrnt recorded on tha idaada of Jersey

and Ooemsey.

AVBRA(» DAILY AMOHHT OP BKIOHT
SUMSHIIIB (Horn and Mimtias)

Victoria possesses a remarkably small seasonable

range in temperature, that is, the winters are mild and the

ntrnmers cool, and from tfia fODowiag flgnrea dioirfng

the average temperature of the hottest and coldest months
for certain Epical atatioos throim^buwt Canadap Victc^

Tear Summer
Victoria, B.C. - - - - 5:42 9:36
Guernsey 5: 23 8:00
Jersey 5:24 7:54
Torqday, Devon - - - 4:82 7:12
Brighton 4:81 7:12

AVERAGE YEARLY PRECIPITATION



Omti 0m BMBtifia Vimt <iam tha Htwawliniwl ObawvaMfy

hai dM wnaMm wwotnl rang* of only 22 degrees.

Bstentfag inland away from the inftience of dM sea. ^
wuramat between lumnier and winter increase until the

mailiiiuni is reached at Winnipeg, where the range

amounts to 68.0 degrees. Passing eastward to Toronto

the moderating influences of the Great Lakes is pro-

nounced in winter and finally at Halifax which, like Vic>

toria, is situated on the sea, we find the seasonal range

has greatly decreased, but is still more than in this
e
iOTOIHyo

At. Temperature Amiusl Above
Jaii".iry July Victoria

Desreea

Victoria • ^9 0t4» 22.0

Vancouver 63.0 27.0 To
Kamloops !(>.' ' 69.0 47.0 25.0

Calgary - 13.0 61.0
.

48.0 26.0

Winnipeg —2.0 66.0 68.0 46.0

Toronto - 220 680 46.0 24.0

Halifax • 24.0 64.0 40.0 18.0

The questimi naturally arises, why is this portion of

oar f^ DmnlitfM so ktmanHAf endowed climatiei^?

Our cool summers and remarkably mild winters are

<lw to Victoria being situated on the southerly extremis
of ^Ut voai ^Imi^ nuvoMMied ateoot on ^^mw oMso'by
the everchanging tidal waters, in conjunction with the

fvevailing westerly winds <^ this latitude, which prevent

opfweaanw mk bi summer bbo owe • biim wmer.
The presence also of the vast areas of low barometric

pressure which hover over the adjacent ({cean dating die

winter mondis toid to keep this season mild.

When a cold wave, which usually sweeps southeaat-



way to the Atlantic, aprtads aouthward ow Ala pievlBM

the cold northtrly winda from the Mainland are temperad

ia croaainc the inland tidal watcra of the Straita of Oeorgb.

Raaptcting the annual average precipitation (rain and

Mw> at Vieioria and certaia aMioM. tfM foBafwtog taMa

•iMwa aome intiraalii lacti:

Victoria 27.46 inchea

Beaver Lake - - - - 34.46 inchea

OoMatreaoi Laka • • • 6S 70 inchea

Nanaimo 38 66 in^ea
Vancouver ... - MJ4 Woaa
HaUfax «^Mm

Victoria holda a remarkably favorable record of only

27.46 inchea, while at Beaver Lake, only five milea diatant,

the amount riaea to 34 inchea and at Ooldatream, at an

ikwUoa 9t ovar IJW iaet. and only thirtaan aOaa ff«m

^toria, the average amount ia 66 inchea.

The figurea for Nanaimo ahow an increaac for that

portioa of tiM Baatam aaaat af Vaaeoww lalaad. aMa
thoae for Vancouver repreaent in a general way the aver-

age annua! amount on the lower Mainland. Halifax rep-

raaenta an Atfanlk CeaM atatton.

The heavieat amounta of paadpltation in Weatem
Britidi Columbia are br<Might to oar ahorea from the

Padfk in the great atmoapiMMc diatorbancaa wMdi apraad

inland over thia province in winter. The moiature-laden

air iirat meeta the monntaina of the Weat Coaat where

heavy rain ia generaL The aame air in paaaing Aa com-

paratively low land and open country about Victoria loaea

a remarkably email amount of precipitation, wbilm at the

elevation of Ooldatream Lake much mora ia recorded,

and the heavy fdl to die weat of the Mainland mountaina

prove th* ^ptaaaaca af vaat taantitiai oi m^ativa atitt ia

the air.

The remarkaWa abaenca of foga in tUa vicinity,

through conatant movement of the air, ia a great factor

in connectimi with the building up of an important ahip-

ping port each aa Victoria ia rapidly bacaoitag.

Throughc^ut the aummer montha viaitora are atruck

by the ateady fine weather enjoyed and the abaence of

thundaiatmiaa. Mlltm^ Aa local pracft^tatiwi la ao

light ample quaalldea occur within a abort diatance which

insurea the beat of water an^liea for all purpoaca, includ-

ing power and ViflKt

As the average loweat temperature of the coldeat

month here ia decidely above the freesing point, Victoria

ia indeed the "Bvergrem dtf of Canada." The i^aeral

appearance of the winter foliaga and graaa ffaaa pro*

claim thia mm amphaticany.



VICTORIA'S CLIMATIC CONDITIONS BROUGHT
THE ASTROPHYSICAL OBSBItVATCmY WHtt

The selection of Victorto as tiM lecatioM tor tha

great now Dominion Observatory was tee aoMf to tfrfs

city's splendd climatic advantages. For more than two

years investigations were carried on tfirooghovt dia whols

of Canada for the p«rpoaa of chooaing the best site, and

finally Victoria was decided upon, because it is the best

site available, not merely in all Canada, Imt on the entite

MMinMi^ oirfaiS to tfM tew raa^a of tanpmtwt m4

oovBBiniiifrt mmomimmm
When the dedatoa to locate the Dominion Observa-

tory at Victoria was reached to 1914. tho foUowiag

announcement was made by tfie Ooverwnani:

"The Dominion Government has reached the impor-

tant decision of installing on Littlf Saanich Mountain,

a short distance from Victoria, an Astronomical Obaerva-

tory carryiBg a 7S4m1i isBariiiig tdeacope, whidi wiB

be larger than any ia inaM dm jfSisat tfaaa la My part

of the world.

**Afler die mett aidunndve veptrt investigation, cov-

ering practically every part of the Dominion. Victoria

has been chosen as the site because of its superlative

cfiBwdc and atau^iiMrie eowfitieiML At aooat as our dsta

laid been compiled respecting this localiqr, dedMs
utmUbtA as to where the choice shmld be."

179268



DIlCUiTtON OF T8S FAMOUS TILItCOPS
TMs mammoth ttlMCopt difan fram tlM l«ff|« ttlt-

Hcopct in the world, inaimuch as it it of tht rtflccting type.
It! conatruction ia not to wall undaratood aa that of tba
refracting teleacope. the form of laatf—am ao ofton aaan
in parlcB and public placet. The lens of the Victoria tele-

scope ia 72 inches in diameter and 12 inchaa thick. It was
eaat ia WOglmm and rae^vid hr tha Cnwdiu Oom.
ment three days befort the Qermani entered Liege. It
was ground and poUabad ia Pittaburgh. Pa. Tba tuba ia

raOciaatlr targa to allow a smaO atttomobile to be driven
through it. It is operated entirely differently to the usual
refracting teleacope. such aa the one known aa the Yerkaa
iaatnmMat ia CbkMo. tba object glaaa of which ia SO
inches.

Although the telescope itself is of such colossal size
all the parts of the instrument are adjuatad with the nicety
of the most perfectly bolancad wttcb. It b moimUd
with all the latest and moat ftiatd MMMorita nad*
possible by electric inventioM.

Tba baaviaat part of tba telescope, which is known as

Th*Lmsm TtlMMT* aTittkM dM«wM



th« pelts axis, wtifht ovtr nine tons. Its movable parti
weigh ovtr 40 tons. The leaa it 7t bichet ia ditnitlir, it

12 inchtt thick and wcifhi 4.090 pounds. Tht total
involved so far, is in tha ncighborho i of 1360,000.

A WONDERFUL VIBW PHOM THE
OBSISVATOKV

The view m all tldta it a wagwiaceai one. probably
one of the finest in North America. Ellc Lske is at the
foot of the mountain on the east side, and Pretpect Lake
en the weet. whOe the eapniive view aeroaa the ovtaklrtt
of Victoria and the city itself, the Straits of Juan de Puca,
andthc foothills of the Olymplct, with their snowclid
tmmHt ia the far distaaee. is wen worth the time of

• ta ihit amr waaitr ti *• IM
PKn ligfTTTtt Itiamay

Doctor J. t. Plttbttt; tht «rector ef the Obaarvatery
and whose reputation as an astronomer is world wide, will
lecture every Saturday evening, whM visitote are faivited
Md ai« ptrailltd ta look thraath the teteteeptk

Sight seeing Can leave Vietaria fer tile Ohttrfainij
every Saturday, at 7: 30 p.m.

THE OBSERVATORY IS OPEN TO VinTOIt
DAILY from 9: 00 ajn. to 5: 00 pjn.

TO REACH THE OBSERVATORIES
The Dominion Astrophysical Observatory may be

reached by motw car from tfM dty ar by electric train
via the B. C. Electric lalerarbaa Uat^ aiighthw at
Observatory Station.

"P**
Meteorological Obaervatory may be reached a

motor or street car Na. (Fowl Bay), alighting at the
'— flf the Mae and then a

*
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The Victoria sc island Development
Association

FREE INFORMATION BUREAU

BBLMOm BUUSSNG, VICPORIA. B. C.
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Home of the Great

Dominion Astrophysical

Observatory

With One of the Two Largest
Telescopet in^ W<Mrid

TA^CLIMATE
and Atmospheric ConditiMia of

VICTORIA
were responsible for locatii^

the Observatory here






