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Lessons frony Pission Lields,

“ Q;HE proper study of mankind is man.”
May we not adapt and appropriste
the poet’s clever phrase to the study of the
races of mankind, as brought under our
review by missionaries? It is admitted
that missionary enterprise has done more to
advance our knowledge of mankind than
all other agencies. There is no race so
lonely, isolated and despicable as to be
beyond the limits of missionary effort.
Perils, however serious, will not prevent
their explorations. The tyrant’s power,
however recklessly exercised, ceases sooner
or later to prove an effectual barrier. Our
knowledge of the Chinese, the Japanese,
and the Koreans, has been vastly extended
by missionaries. In faet, we owe to them
our most uccurate information regarding
thess peoples. Commerce has done much.
ions have done vastly more. Where
the merchant stands trembling at the gate,
the missionary boldly enters.

| Missionary societies have reduced hun-
dreds of languages to writing that had never
before been written, and have placed God’s
Word and other books in the hands of
people who had known nothing of letters.
This is itself an inestimable service to civili-
2ation. Our own Church has had to do with

thus civilizing and enriching five or six dif-
ferent languages. How much more we may
be called upon to do in this line no one can
tell, —for there arestill numerous dialects in
which there is no literature, and which are
waiting to be made vehicles of God’s reve-
lation. When the Bible is printed in the
language of a tribe or race, and when the
people are able to read it, we may at once
conclude that law and erder prevail; that
cannibalism has ceased ; that there is com-
parative safety for life and property.
We may even infor that there are open-
ings for lawful commerce among such a
people.

Missionaries have explored the recesses of
Central Africa, penetrating beyond the
teach of the most enterprising explorers and
traders. It has been the same in Borneo,
and in many another region. More heroism,
more of the martyr spirit, is exhibited by
these messengers of the Gospel than by any
other class of people, more even than by
the devotees of science. When, therefore,
we send forth men with the Word of God,
and able to introduce it to tribes snd races
that know nothing about if, we are surely
doinga good work for time and for eternity.
We are working in thé line of the highest
civilization, and what is still mors, we
become fellow-workers with God in the ex-
tension of that ¢ Kingdom which connot be

moved.” 5
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S Brieflet o, 17,

" Tivorr axp HapruaN's VILLa.

Q?HERE are many delightful excursions
@ out of Roine, easily managed in a day,
'1}.?1:1{7*we;had..only time for one, which was re-

- served-for tha last available day, and most
‘enjoyabls it proved. The weather was
-glovious, -albeit it was mid-winter. There

*‘Wdg mob a vestige of cloud in the azure

8ky ;. and I was fortundte in my companion
==tlié son of :an English cler§yman fresh
from:Cambridge, brimful-of classical lore as
‘Defitted the occasion. Tivoliis distant from
*..Roms. just eighteen miles as the crow flies,
“and: oilr course by rdilway was nearly as
straight——across the levéel.Campagna, There
was nothing very interesting:in the shape:
-of scenery -en roule, -excepting the long

.stately acqueducts, arckes. above arches, in’

clear cut Jines -standing:6ut.in bold relief.

.

A :., . S - o

But we became greatly interested in our
‘““gsecond class” fellow-passengers, among
whom were some good specimens of the
nitive peasantry. In the city we had looked
in vain for that in the features or expression
of man or woman that could properly be
called ¢ classic.” The every-day modern
Roman that one rubs shoulders with in the

.{crowded thoroughfare is & very ordinary-

looking personage ; but amorng these swar-
thy ¢ contadini” we found facesand figures
as fine as any we had admired on canvas or
in marble; and though we understood not a
word of their language, it was surprising
how successful we were in trying to strilze
up an acquaintance with them.

One hour brought us to the fort of the
*Sabine Hills,” and to a very oid oxchard
of olive trees where the train began to climb
the mountain side. In a short time -we
reached Tivoli, the ancient Z'ébur, at en ele-
vation of somse five hundred feet above the
plain., It is most romanticelly situated on
the River Anio,which here leaps over a rocky
barrier in a series -of broken falls into a
gorge four hundred feet deep, surrounded
by wooded slopes. Perched on one of the
highest .crags are the picturesque ruins of
the little temple of Vesta,* whence there
is a charming view. On omne side was
distinctly seen the “Eternel City,” and its
entrancing “Dome.” In front of us the
historic hills among which Horsce and
‘Mmecenas, Sallugt and Catullus, had their
‘suminer villas, and the shady nooks where
they mused, and read, and wrote the odes
and essays-and satires that sadly troubled us
avhen we were boys, which, whatever their
intrinsic merits, have lived for well-nigh
two thousand years—and will live, ¢That
snow-capped summit to the north of us must
be Soracre “It is!” chimed in our
Cambridge friend, suiting his quotation {o
the discovery: “ Vides, ut alta stet nive,can-
didum Soracte.” All too soon, our guide’
‘hurried us from'the spot direeting.our un-
willing feet. to the deserted villa of D'Eiste
.~3 weird old mansion in an advanced.stage
of decayed grandeur , then, passing through

_*This gem of "ancient Roman architecture .dates from
the Angustan era,about 27 B.C. = The temnle'secems to
have béen -circuiar, ‘Ten out. of the eighteen: graceful
_Corinthian pillars that adorned the frout of it remsinn
‘sstu; and have-been taken asthe model from which the

T

-from 3 photograph procared in Rome,

circulay corner-of the.Bank of England on Moorgate
Street, London, wag:-designed. Our sketch is-copied

.
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its elaborate gardens and groves of solemn
cypress, we walked on some two miles to
Haprian’s Vicua.

"This had been the luxurious summer
residence of the Emperor whose name if
bears, planned and embellished regardless
of expense. The ruins are very extensive
—giving the idea of a good-sized city rather
than that of a palace. Although nearlyall
that was rare and valuable haslong ago been
taken away, enough yet remsins to fill the
mind’ with amazement at the extent to
which this magnate had induiged his pas-
sion for building, in the massive walls of
. what had +been gorgeous temples and
theatres, magnificent baths, huge barracks,
arched galleries and colonnades, and, tower-
ing-above all, the remains of his “ Golden
Palace,” Here Hadrian seems to have col-
lected everything that a man of extensive
travel, refined taste and boundless wealth
could covet. Some of the finest objects of
srt in the museums of the Vatican and the
Capitol, and also many of the most admired
colamns in the churches and palaces of Rome
were found in Hadrian’s Villa. The ruins,
which are now under strict government sur-
veillance, are kept in perfect order, consti-
tuting one of the most attractive and inter
esting sights in this part of the country.

%!igﬁi&unty Gubitiet,

. Rowraxp HiLn*

jT was g natural result of the great religious
® movement begun by the Wesleys and
‘Whitdfield that a class of preachers should
arise partaking of their enthusiasm, who
would nevertheless be unwilling to place
themselvos under their leadership. Such a
man was Rowland Hill, marked by many
eccentiicitiés, yet 4. great and good man.
The sixth son of a baronet of the same
name, he-was'bom in Shropshire in 1745.
Rowland was a precocious boy, though like
other inembers of the family, he.gave early
evidence of piety. On oie occasion he Vas

‘brought into a room where the'aged baronet.
and his lady were entertdining a paity of

. *Mzwoiris or Rowraxp Huwx, by Rev.'W. Jones. Lon-
don, 180 VYR T oo A0

‘field, he-had become a Dissénter, nob

friends; ome of these playfully asked him,
“Well, Rowly, what wouldl you like to be?"
Looking towards his father, who was seated
in his arm-chair, he replied, “I should like
to be a baronet and sit in an arm-chair.”
But his future life was to be very different
from what that implied. While pursuing
his studies at Eton and Cambridge he was
constantly receiving good advice from his
pious brother and sisters, which kept him
ahove the prevalent godlessness of his sur-
roundings. He graduated at the University
with great distinction, while he had fo
encounter ridicule because of his pronoune-
ed religious views. He was encouraged by
Whitefield who strongly urged him to stéad-
fastness in the path of duty which he had
entered. After gaining his B.A., he resolv-
ed to enter the Church ; but in spite of his
scholarship, his social standing and family
inferest, such were the objections to his
evangelistic views and practices, he wasg
doomed to disappointment. He never rose
higher than a deacor. Six applications
were made in his behalf to as many bishops
for his preferment to full orders, buf all
were distinctly refused. Being alike inde-
pendent in character and iv the possession
of ample means, he creatéd a parish for
himself, at Watton, Gloucestorshire. There
he erected a tasteful dwelling and & “ taber-
nacle” in a romantic part of the country,
where an attached people waited on hismin-
istrations. He soon began to indulge his
taste for open-air preaching, and atfracted:
crowds of the rural population to services

held every day in the week. His-fame aga - G

preacher reached the Metropolis, and influ-
ential friends, desirous of providing the
means of grage for a destitute portion of the-
city, invited him thither. With morey
raised in part by subscriptions and largely
given by himself, the famous Sarrey Chapel
was built, with accommodation for a congre-
gation of 3,000, This building became his-
torical in the religious annals of London as-
a centre of philanthropic and missionary-
activity. It was soon filled by the largest
congregation in the city, and continued to
be Rowland Hill's head guarters till the.day
.of his death,. He did not, however, confine
his Iabours to this district. Like White

choice, ‘but of necessity. The Church haii,;.» .
cast him-off=—not -'hef,i_‘,he zCht;lr'_ch.;» “Withput. -

v
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attaching himself to any particular sect, and
cunscious of his popular gifts asa preacher, he
visited many places in the réle of an evangel-
ist, without ever attempting to formany new
organization. He had a delightful summer
residepce in. Wales, whence he made * gos-
pel tours” into all parts of the country. He
made three visits to Scotland, In Iidin-
burgh he preached to audiences of ten,
fifteen, and even twenty thousand persons.
In Glasgow he preached in the graveyard
of the High Church, paved with flat tomb-
stones, He describes the scene there as
‘““most solemn. Under us were the remains
of, I may say, millions waiting for the re-
surrection, with five thousand at the least of
the living—all immortals—around me. Who
1s sufficient for these things?’ At Paisley
he preached to an sssembly nearly as large
as that of Glasgow.

But these passing showers of gospel truth,
refreshing as they were to many at the time,
wereinsufficient to slake the thirst which
they created for the Water of Life. Calvin-
ist though le was, his eccentricities did not
take with the douce people of Scotland, and
gave offence to many—though his irrepres-
sible humour was doubtless one of his most
popular attractions. He offended some of
the Presbyterians by kneeling when he
entered the pulpit, and scandalized a family
of seceders, with whom he was staying, by
praying for his horse, which had become
lame! Worse than all, on his return to
England he published & journal of his Scot-
tish tour, in which he denounced the Scotch
clergy indiscriminately in sweoping terms
which so excited their resentment that acts
were passed by the General Assembly and
Synods of the Dissenters closing their pul-
pits against him and all other ministers and
licentiates save their own, and warning the
people to keep aloof from such erratic evan-
gelistsas Hill and the Haldanes. The Anti-
Burgher Synod even excommunicated one
of its ministers for having heard these men
preach.*

Rowland Hill's labours for the last fifty
years of his life were chiefly in London, but
he made frequent incursions into the * devil’s
territories ” —preaching in priscns and the
highways with unabated zeal and surpassing

* This was the Rev. George Cowie of Huntly, of whom
it was szid, by Rev. Dr. Morrison, that ** he had nocori-
potitor, no equal in the north of Scotland~—z 11an ot
_ Yoast half a contury before the ecclesiastics of hic dog.”

eloguence. He was often mobbed; saluted
with the beating of pans and shovels, blowing
of horns, ringing of bells and derisive cheers.
He was pelted with mud and rotten eggs, and
often was in peril of hislife. But he used to
say, as the tears fell down his aged cheeks,—
“All these things were for the cause of my
God.” Ha frequently occupied Whitefield’s
pulpit in Tottenham Court Road Tabernacls,
where the effect of his serntons was said to be
“extraordinary in the extreme.” He died on
the 11th of April, 1833, in the 88th year of his
age. During his last illness he often repeated
the-e lines, expressive of his child-like faith
in Christ as his Saviour :—

“ And when I'm todie,
Receive me, I'll ery,
Tor Jesus has loved me, 1 cannot tell why.”

Many amusing anecdotes are related of
Rowland Hill, most of which are to be received
with caution ; the following, however, told by
Dr. Guthrie, is eminently characteristic of his
well-known catholicity:—* On one occasion he
was summoned to the death-bed of a lady
belonging to the Church of England. Among
other things for which this pious woman gave
thanks to God was, that she had all her days
been kept from the company of ‘those
Methodists.” What was Rowland to do? He
did not tell her she was wrong ; no, he said to
himgelf, ‘She will be in the Xingdom of
Heaven in half-an-hour, and she will find out
her mistake there.””

Lresbyterivnism on the Praivie.

PreseyrERY OF CALSARY.

jN’ July, 1887, the ‘‘Presbytery of Cal-
gary” was formed out of the western
portions of the then Prosbytery of Regina.
Calgary Presbytery includes now sixteen
separate charges; five years ago there were
but four missionaries all told. Our work
extends this summer from Rush Lake on
the cast to Shuswap Lake on the West, a
stretch of over 700 miles; and from Fort
MecLeod in the south to Fort Saskatchewan
in the north, 300 miles, Within the bounds
are comprised such towns as Lethbridge,
seat of the Galt coal industry ; Medicine
Hat, a loading divisional point of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway ; Fort McLeod, centre
of the ranching interests of Southern Al-
berta, Calgary, Edmonton, Banffin the Na-
tional Park ; the young mining villages of
Anthracite and Canmore, along with several
of tho trading, railroading or mining centzes
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of British Columbia, as Golden, Donald,
Revelstoke, Nelson. Within the Presby-
tery are eleven churches, three manses, fuur
sessions, one Indian school, two or three
Chinese classesin Sunday schcol, one young

people’s society, one self-sustaining congre-{y

gation, two augmented charges, with the
remaining congregations, of which seven ave
students’ fields, under Home Mission care,
The Presbytery of Calgary, with its seventy
preaching stations, is in fact one extended
Home Mission field, stretching from the
heart of Assinaboia to the interior of British
Columbia—a field of magnificent distances
and unmapped possibilities.

J. C. HERDMAN.

BANFT.

Banff nestlesin the Rocky Mountains at an
altitude of £,500 ft. or nearly 700 ft. lower than
Stephen, the summit of the mountains. The
National Park reservation, of which it is the
centre, is 26 miles long by 10 wide. The
gcenery is varied and magnificent. Boating,
bathing mountain-climbing, fishing and driv-
ing are among the recreations enjoyed by
tourists. The C. P. R. Hotel was erected at a
cost of upwards ot a quarter of a million
dollars. A winding road up the sides of
Sulphur Mountain leads to three hotels, erected
where the hot. sulpbur water issues from the
mountain. There.numerous crutches decorate
the trees, and over one is the superscription :—
“The man that used this crutch is cured and
gone home.” For the benefit to be derived
from bathing in the hot springs, “ a great
number of impotent folk ™ resort to Banfl.
But visitors, unaffected by aches or pains,
prefer sulphur water of a milder temperature,
say 80° or 90°. This is afforded in the pools
known familiarly as the * Cave ” and * Basin.”
The Government Registers for the past year
ghow over 3,000 names of those who have
viewed or plunged into these luxuriant, nataral
baths.

Presbyterian work in the Rocky Mountains
dates from 1885, when Rev. A. Robertson was
appointed missionary from Calgary west to the
end of C.P.R.construction. Occasional services
were held at Canmore, the present townsite of
Banff being thenr entirely unoccupied. Mr.
D. C. Cameron, astudent from the Presbyte-
rian College, Montreal, was appointed mission-
ary from JunetoOQOctober,1886. In November,
Rev. A. H. Cameron was appointed to Banff
and Donald, Forinightly services were held
till April of the following year, when Mr.
Cameron settled in Donald, where a church
was subsequenily erected. The next mission-
ary, Rev. A.McKay, began work in June. At
this time Anthracite assumed considerable

importance, owing to the development of coal
mines, and it was_associated with Banfi as a
mission station. Mr. Joseph Elliot, of Knox
College, next undertook the work,from Novem-
ber, 1887, to Apri}, 1888. In the following May
the writer received the appointment for two
ears.

. The field at present embraces Banff, Anthra-
cite and Canmore, which lies 15 miles to the
east of Banff, and receives evening service at
least once in three weeks, the other evenings
being devoted to services at Anthracite. The
resident population of Banff is about 200.
There are ten Presbyterian families and fifteen
communicants. At times in the summer
months, the majority of the congrezation are
vigitors to the Park. The Presbyterians in
Banff” have all along manifested unusual
enthusiasm and unity in Church work. A
brick-veneer church (28 by 45 ft.) was formally
opened 26th August, 1888. Although the cost
exceeded $2.000, the building is now entirely
free from debt.

Last sumimer, many eminent divines from
other lands, such as Prof. Blaikie, Dr. Ormis-
ton, Prof. Lindsley, &c., found their way to the
church. The little congregation have special
cause to remember the services conducted on
September 30th, 1888, by Rev. J. Hudson Tay-
lor. The Communion of the Lord’s Supper, in
which the missionaries for China participated,
will ever remain as a peculiarly sacred
memory.

The most Qleasant. relations exist among
the various Christian bodies represented in

the Park.
A. J. McLEQD.

Srewch Evangelization,

ABSTRACT REPORT.

Ow
ng‘HE Board in presenting its Annual Re-
port desires to direct attention to the
general outlook of the field of its operations.
The rapid and slarming growth of ultramont-
anism i3 g fact publicly emphasized in all
arts of the Dominion. The people of other
rovinces as well as of Quebac begin to realize
in practical\forms the danger to education, re-
ligion, to the interests of true morality, and to
the free institutions of the country which this
involves. Hence active measures, which it
does not belong to this Board to report, have
recently been adopted to counteract these evils.
The need of organization and of vigorous and
united efforts to maintain their rights and
to resist encroachments upon them is more
deeply fclt by Protestants than ever hereto-
fore. Tho religious, and to some extent, the
independent secular pross is speaking out upon
“he subject. This iz holpful, and gives promisa
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of good results in the future. But while gladly

recognizing every movement which makes for

righteousness and, fresdomm, it is believed that

permanent success is only to be achioved

-along the lines of gospel activity pursued by
the General Assembly through the mission-‘
-aries of this Board. A healthy, trust-worthy

and thoroughly patriotic christian spirit is to

be kindled among the people enslaved through

:superstition and error, by teaching them the

druth of God from house to house,in mission

schools, and properly equipped churches.

‘When this is done, upon a much larger scale

than at present they will voluntarily cast off
the yoke of priestly oppression, and, instead of
being a cause of anxiety®and possible disinteg-

ration, will become a homogeneous factor in

the progressive national life and christianity of
our country.

Already there are wide-spread and marked
symptoms among French Roman Catholics
themselves of the bitter discontent with which
they endure the heavy exactions of the church.
In the case of hundreds and thousands of the
most intelligent of the people this movement:
from within takes the direction of demanding
an antire geparation between church and state,
the abolition of legalized tithes and chnrch
dues, the secularization: ot elementary educa-
tion in the sense of setting1t free from clerical
control, the inspection by government officers
of all monastic or conventual.institutions, and
the compulsion of the Sulpician Seminary and ‘
other enormously wealthy ecclesiastical cor-
porations to render an account of the expenci-
ture of revenues received for certain specific
purposes. Surely there ig in these things a
loud call to the lovers of truth and freedom to
increase an hundred fold their prayers, theiri
liberality, and theiractivity to hasten thena-
tional and spiritual emancipation of the whole
people.

Covportacn—During the past year sixteen
Colporteurs were employed by:'the Board in
the distribution of the Word of'God and other
religious literature among our French speaking
fellow-countrymen. There are now compara-
tively few families in the, Province of Quebec
that have not been qffered the Bible, almost
every parish having been visited by Colport- |
eurs during the last twenty-five sears- The
circulation last year reached 2,578 copiesof the
Scriptures, in whole or in part, and about 24,
500 Freuch Tracts and Pamphlets. Cottage
prayer meetings are held in the homes of
those sufficiently well disposed. In this way
small assemblies numbeiing from ten to
twenty are gathered together in many parts
of the country. In addition to the densely
seltled French Catholic Couuties in the Pro-
vince of Quebec,Colporteurs have laboured dur-
ing the year in several of the Counties in New
Brunswick and Eastern Ontario where there
are extensive French Canadian settlements;

and recently in the Penetanguishene district

where thero isalarge number of French speak-
ing Roman Catholics.

Misstox  Sciroors.—In many districts, es-
pecially inthe Province of Quebec, the children
grow up in ignorance, unable cither to »ead or
write. To remedy this the Board seek to plant
Mission Schools wherever sunitable openings
are found. These are of very great benefit to
the English Protestant population in those
districts where they are numerically weak and
unable to maintain a school of their own. At
present there are thirty-six schools in connec-
tion with the fields worked by the Board ; the
number of children attending these schools is
1.020, of whom 423 are the children of:Roman
Catholics. The number of schnols has trebled
in the last eight or'nine years, and the number
({foggpils has increased from 475 to upwards of

?

Porxte Aux Tremenes  Scroors.—Thes®
schools are situated on the north shore of the
St. Lawrence River, nine miles east of Mont-
real. They wore founded in 1846 by the French
Canadian Missionary Society, and were pur-
chased by the General Assembly of our Charch
in 1880. On the mission property there are
two school buildings, one for boys, which can
accommodate, including the recent extension,
about 120, and the other for girls, with accom-
modation for between 40 and 50. Upwards of
3,200 French Canadians have already been
educated here. Many of these now occupy
positions of ,trust and infiuence as ministers,
teachers, physicians, lawvers, merchants, ete.
Pupils are admitted between the ages of
thirteen and twenty-five, the average age be-
ing seventeen. A preference is given to the
sons and daughters of French Roman Catholie
parents and to the children of recent converts
from Rome, living in parishes where there is
no Protestant school.  Special prominence is
given to the religious instruction of the pupils
and to the teaching of God’s Word on the
points of difference between Protestants and
Roman Catholics. And it is no exaggeration
to state that comparatively fow of our English-
speaking yourg men and women are better
facquainted with their Bibles, or better able to
give a reason for the hope that isin them, than
can the pupils of Pointe aux Trembles when
they leave the Mission Schools there. The at-
tendance last session was one hundred and
forty-three, of whom ninety-six were in the
boys’ building, and forty-seven in the girls.
The applications for admission numbered
nearly three hundred. In no previous year in
the history of the schools was there a bri%kflter
and more iutelligent class of pupils. Year
after year God has manifestly set his seal upon
this work, and blessed the labours of the
teachers, but never perhaps has there been a
more successful session than the one just
ended. “The Lord hath done great things
for us whereof we are glad.”
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Tiug Exrtexsioxn or Tup GIrLs' ScimoL.—As
stated in last year's report, the Board was
most reluctantly compelled from lack of funds
to Yostpone the extension of the Girl’s School
at Pointe aux Trembles. At that period there
remained a debt of $4,525 on (he boys’ exten-
sion, with only $3,821 contributed towards the
enlurgement of the Girls’ building. In Sep-
tember last, Mrs. Ross, of Brucefield, Ont.,
suggested a plan to raise money for the much
needed work, and the snm of $2503.67 has
been received as the result of her effort and
appeal. This, added to the amount on hand
a year ago, makes $6,323.77 now available for
the extension of the Girl’s building.

As this report is going to press a letter comes
from the Rev. Dr. Moore of Ottawa, asking us
to draw on him for $2,500, contributed by
certain generous friends on behalf of the ex-
tension of the Girls’ Schaol, which it is hoped
will be effected before the opening of the ses-
sion 1 October next.

The Preaching Stations are as follows :—

Graxo Faws, N. B.—~The Rev. A. J. Lods
missionary, writes hopefully of his work.
Miscou, N. B.—Mr. Jos. Menard spent last
summer in this district. Bay or CAALEUR.—On
the north shore ot this Bay Mr. T. St. Aabin
1aboured last-summer, visitingand corduciiag
gervice among the French in Bonaventure an
Gaspécounties. LarkeSr. Jonx Districr.—The
Missionary now labouring at Port a Persil and
Pointe aux Bouleau is to visit the settlements
on the north shore of the St Lawrence for
forty or fifty miles east of the Saguenay River.
Lovis, Que.—The Rev. T. Z. Lefebvre now

ives service here in conjunction with Quebec

ity. Sr. Fravxers Distiacr.—Mr. Charbonnell
has eight preachingstations under his care in
this widely extended district, the average at-
tendance at each being about30. HocupLacGa.
~—The new Mission Church and school room
has been completed and opened in March last
fres from debt. Rev.R. P. Duclos collected
the greater part of the money required for the
building. Since the opening of the church the
attendance at all the services has increased,
and the pupils attending the mission day
school now number between 30 and 40. St
JpaN Bavristp—The Students Missionary So-
cisty of the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
have undertaken the support of a Mission here.
They have already collected about $3,000 for
the purchage of a site and the erection of a
suitable building. Meantime a day school
has been opened with an attendance of 44, of
whom 38 are Roman Catholics. An evening
school has also been established with most en-
couraging results. Sr. Jomn's Cuurcs, MoNT-
reaL—This congregation have subscribed
about $1,300 for the erection of a new church
on the site adjoining the present Russell Hall.
With a suitable new church, it is expected that

r

ere long it will be sel-supporting. Twenty-
four new members were added durirg the
year. Irarrax MissioN, MoNtrRBAL.—This co1-
gregation holds its”own. At present from 40
to 50 attend the service‘at five o’clock on Sab-
bath afternoon. On theroll of the day-school
there'are 40 pupils, of whom 30 are Roman
Catholics. The evening schoolhas 45 scholars,
25 of whom are Catholics. Joriprrs, Que.—
This congregation has picked up courage and
is now prospering under the ministrations of
Mr. L. R. Bouchard. Oursis theonlv Protest-
ant church in thiscity. GresvitLE~—The Rev.
G. C. Moussean feels encouraged in his work.
The mission day-school, under Mr. . E. St.
Germain, makes satisfactory progress. There
are 50 pupils on the roll, of whom 15 are from
Roman Catholic homes. TJaxep Garpien,—
The Rev. P. S. Vernier continues to labour with
great zeal in his widely extended field. ¥e
has three regular preaching stations and two
others visited by him from time to time. Sr.
Mark’s, Orrawa.—This congregation owns a
comfortable and attractive church building.
The attendance has increased during the year.
Besides the Rev. S. Rondeau, the pastor, a col-
porteur is employed in Ottawa, Hull, and ad-
joining districts. GLENGARRY, OxT.—The Rev.
C. Chiniquy last winter held several meetings
among the large number of French Canadians
settled there. The Board have appointed two
of their student missionariesto labour in the
county during this summer. SteE. Anng, JLL-
1vors,—Progress still marks the French com-
munity here. Under the Rev. P. Boudreau
the congregation is prospering. The families
clai:ning connection with the church number
200, and the average Sabbath attendance is
nearly 300. The day school, which is now
self-supporting, has 3 teachers and 155 pupils,
and the attendance at the Sabbath-School is
210. The two French Presbyterian congrega-
tions of Ste. Anne were happily united two
years ago. Thero is need for a new and larger
Church building.

Sramistics:—Churches, 26 ; Stations, 92;
Sabbath attendance, 2,971; Families, 1,067;
Communicants, 1,337; Sabbath-school and
Bible-class scholars, 1,187; Local contribu-
tions. $4,924. The whole amount received by
the Board during the year was upwards of
$53,000.

D. H. MacVICAR, D. D, LL. D.,
Chairman,
ROBT. H. WARDEN, D. D,,
Secretary-Treasurer.

THE TRUE BRBEAD FROM HBAVEN.

They that did eat manna hungered again,
died at last, and with many of them God was
not well-pleased ; whereas, they who feed on
Christ by faith shall never hunger and shall
die no more, and with them God will be for-
ever well-pleaged.— Matthew Henry.
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Lerrsr rFrRoM REev. JoNATHAN GOFORTH.

“UJNDER date April lst, Mr. Goforth writes
&7 as follows:—

Our good reception last autumn by the
Honanese was a surprise to the friends of
missions. Some, however, feared it might spur
the enemies of the work to greater activity.
We arrived in Isiin-Hsien Feb. 28th. Qur
o'd friend the mandarin was not at home, but
his 3ons at once called on us. As we passed
through the streets, friendly greetings from
friends made last year were heard on all
sides, The yamen people, high and low,
freely came. The common people, too, each
day came in increasing numbers; but the city
gentry were conspicuously absent. Yet, so
good seemed the feeling, that we thought
settlement might be secured without the
slightest opposition. On theeighth day, about
a dozen of the gentry came to another room
of the inn. TUnobserved by Dr. S.or m%'self,
they called the Chinese helper out and politely
informed him that they thought we ought to
seek a larger city than Hsiin-Iisien in which
to commence such a work as ¢wrs. In plain
English they meant, ¢ You mustgo.” Pitiibly
ignorant and proud, they had not the courage
to meet us face to face. We gave no heed to
the request, but told the people we would go
when our work was finished, not before. The
common people were with us. and warmly
spoke against the gentry’s action. We after-
wards heard that the gentry had gone to the
mandarin and asked him to expel us, but he
firmly refused, saying we were doing good.
Satan had been moved to ragze because the
Lord was working with us. Three appear to
be hopeful enquirers, while many others seem
convinced of the sin of idolatry. Dr. Smith
treated 728 patients; for ¥3 of whom he per-
formed surgical operations.

Work was commenced at Wei-hui-fu on
March 15th. The coolness of our reception
was a marked contrast to that of last year.
The mandarin’s son, whom Dr. McClure was
called to treat, died shortly after our departure.
We heard that on taking the medicine pre-
scribed, he became greatly relieved, but the
foolish attendants, contrary to our directions,
allowed him too much to eat; a relapse set in
and death followed. This may have been
used against us, for the sick did nov come in
such numbers, nor so readily submittted to
operation as at Hsiin-Hsien. It was soon
brought to our ears through unofficial sources
that the mandarin did not want us. Then
came the news that Dr. McClure and Mr.
MacGillivray had been driven from Chang-
te-fu by th:o foes of all good and all progress—
the gentry. The precious words of the King,
“ Beot afraid, but speak and hold not thy

peace; for I am with thee, and no man shall
sot on thee to hurt thee, for I have much people
in this city,” cheered us, We spared mno sin
nor. gavo any quarter to the templed vanities
which these millions call gods. Though priests
and scholars often listened, the only defender
of Chinese gods was o lad of sixteen. The
gentry hate us because they say we come to
destroy their ancient customs and beliefs.
Much discussion is abroad about the idols
and the God of Heaven, who is declared as the
only source of all blessing. On one occasion
a man in the audience cried out,—“It is all
true, our idols cannot help us! During the
great famine thirteen years ago, we never pled
with the rain-god so earnestly, but in vain,
and four-fifths of the people died.” At that
time, I said, foreigners came to your borders
with help to save your starving people, but
yourrulers and the gentry would not allow
them entrance, and now we come with healing
for your bodies and bread of Heaven for your
starving souls, still there are some who would
gladly drive us away.

Much surprise is shown when they hear the
;fvreat nations of earth have no idels nor
1eathen temples, though formerly they were
full of these vain things. Nothing seems to
touch a Chinese audience more than the story
of Christ’s triumphs among nations of the
west, and proving from the Word that His
purpose is to call the Chinese to know and
serve the one true God. The Spirit of God
has, we believe, been working through us.
Numbers from the surrounding country who
have heard once or twice®will be more ready
to hear in the future, while five men from the
city seem to be aroused to search for light.
The young man who, last year, declared his
purpose to seek the true God appears to be
real. ¥Is has not worshipped idols since and
has been witnessing for the truth. Xis father
and mother starved to death in the famine,
and his only sister was sold into slavery. .Li,
a shoemaker, has destroyed all the household
gods. One of his brothers sides with the
othertwo against him: a division of the family
is the result. He came to the boat as we
were leaving and asked us to pray for him.
Another might be aptly styled the “town
Lully.” He bears the scars of conflict. It was
he who, last year, beat a man for reviling Dr.
McClure. He can't read, but each day he
came, and, asking us to explain this “new way,”
would sit and listen by the hour, allowing
nene to interrupt. The last day he said, “I
don’t yet understand why Jesus was nailed to
the cross.” Then, as the Redeemer’s sacrifice
was explained, the rough man’s eyes filled
with tears, and it seemed to dawn upon him
that this Jesus was his Saviour. Thus are
Bonan’s millions beginning to behold the
Lamb of God. Oh! may the “Light of the
World ” soon become Honan's also in very

truth.
J.GOFORTH.
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Fousehold GPords

UNANSWERED PRAYER .

Unanswored yet? The prayer your lips have
ploaded

In agony of heart these many years?

Does faith begin to fail; is hope departing,

And think you all in vain those falling tears ?

Say mnot the Iather hath not heard your
prayer;

You shall have your desire, sometime, some-
where.

Unanswered yet? TFaith caonot be unan-
swered.
Her feet wero firmly planted on the Rock;
Amid thewildeststormsshe stands undaunted,
Nor quauls before the loudest thunder shock.
She knows Omnipotence has heard her prayer,
And cries, © It shall be done,” sometime, some-
where.
—Robert Browning.

Where your troasure is, there will your heart be also®
Matt. 6 - 21,

Are you postponing your happiness to an
ideal future that you may never see ? Suppose
that you achieve all you expect—and the
vision I mention is not up to the reality, because
he fountains will be Dbrighter, the house
grander and the scenery more picturesque—
the mistake is none the less fatal. What
charm will there be in raral quiet for a man
who hag thirty or forty jears been conform-
ing his entire nature to the excitements of|
business? Will flocks and herds with their
bleat and moan be able to silence the insati-
able spirit of acquisitiveness which has for
years had full swing in the soui? Will the
hum of the breeze soothe the n.an who now
can find his only enjoyment in the stock
market? Will leaf and cloud and fountain
charm the eye that has for thiee-foarths of a
lifetime found its chief beauty in hogsheads
and bills of sale? Will parents be co.npetent
to rear their children for high and holy pur-
{)ose, if their infancy and boyhood and girl-
100d were neglected, when they are almost
ready to enter upon the world and have all
their habits fixed and their principles stereo-
typed? No, no; now is the time to be happy.
Now is the timse to serve your Creator. Now
is the time to be a Christian. Are you too
busy? I have known men as busy as you
are who had a place in the store loft where
they went to pray. Some one asked a Chris-
tian sailor where he found any place to pray
in. He said: “Jcan always find a quiet
place at masthead.” And in the busiest day
of the season, if your heart is right, you can
find a place to pray. Broadway and Fulton
street are good places to pray in as you go to

0
]

meet your various engagements. Go home a

little earlier and get introduced to your chil-
dren. Be not a galley slave by day and night,
lashed fast to the oar of business. Let every
day bhave its hour for worship and intellectual
culture and recreation. Decide once and for-
ever who shall be master in your store, you
or your business. Show yourselt greater than
your business. Act not as though after death
you would enter upon an eternity of railroad
stocks and coffees and ribbons. Roast not
your manhood beofore the poerpetual fires of
anxiety. With every yard of cloth you sell
throw not in yot. soul to boot. Use firkin
and counting room desk and hardware crate
as the step to glorious usefulness and highest
Christian character.

Moen appreviate the importance of having
a good business stund, a store on the right
side of tho strest ur the right block. Now,
every place of business is a good stand for
gpiritual culture. * God's angels hover over
the world of traffic to sustain and build up
those who are trying to do their duty. To-
morrow, if in your place of worldly engage-
ment you will listen for it, you may hear a
sound louder than the rattle of drays and the
shuflle of fect and the chink of dollars steal-
ing into your soul, saying, *Seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness,-and
all these things shall be added unto you.”

—Taimage.

DO IT HEARTILY.

Do you ask if it matters if a thing is done,
how it isdone? We reply: Yes; it may not
matter how much to man, who cannot read
the heart, but it matters a great deal to God,
for He looks more to the heart than to the
outward action. He complained of the Chil-
dren of Israsl because they drew near to Him
with _their lips, while their hearts were far
from Him. He wanted the homage of the
heart more than the confession of their
mouths. The same thing is true respecting
cheerfulness in doing his work. He does not
wish the formalism of & slave, but the cheerful
activity of a son. We have often admired the
remarks of Thomas Watson on this subject:
% Cheerfulness honours religion ; it proclaims
to the world we serve a good Master. Itisa
friend to grace; it puts the heart in tune to
praise God. Uncheerful Christians, like the
spies, bring ar evil report on the good land ;
others suspect there is something unpleasant
in religion, that they who profess it hang
their harps upon the willows and walk so
dejectedly.” * Whatsoeverye do, do itheartily,
as to the Lord.”-—Sel.

UNNOTICED LABOUR.

Many Christians have toenrdure the solitude
of unnoticed labour. They areserving God in
a way which is exceedingly useful, but not at
all noticeable. How very sweet tc many
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workers are those little corners in the news—I
papers and magazines which describe their,
labours and successes! Yet some who are
doing what God will think a great deal more
of at the last never saw thicir names in print.
Youder beloved brother is plodding away in
a country viilage. Nobody knows anvthing
about him, but he is bringing souls to God.
Unknown to fame, the anvels are acquainted
with him, and a few precious ones whom he
has led to Jesus know him well. Perhaps
yonder sister has a class in the Sunday-school.
Nothing striking in her or in her class. No-
body thinks of her as a remarkable worker.
She is a flower that blooms almost unseen. but
she is none the less fragrant. There is a
Bille-woman. -She is mentioned in the report
as making so many visits a week ; but nobody
discovers all she is doing for the poor and
needy, and how many are saved in the Lord
through her instrumentality. Hundreds of
God’s dear servants are serving Him wi.- at
the encouragement of man’s approving eve,
yet they are not alone. The Fathar is with
them. Never mind where you work. Care
raore how you work. Never mind who sees,
if God approves. If He smiles, be content.
We cannot always be sure when we are most
useful. It ig not to the ascreage you sow—it
is the multiplication which God gives the seed
which makes up the harvesl. You have less
to do with being successful than with being
faithful. Your main comfort is that in your
labour you are not alone ; for (iod.the Eternal
One, who guides the marches of the stars, is
with you.—Spurgcon.

“ CROWN HIM LORD OF ALL.”

A Sunday School teacher was dying. Just
before he sank away, he turned to his daugh-
ter, who was bending most lovingly over his
bed, and said : “ Bring—"

More he could not say, for nn strength had
he to speak more. His child looked with
earnest gaze in his face and said :

“What shall I bring, my fatlter”” “Bring—"

His child was in an agony of desire to know
that dying father’s last request, and she said:
“Dear, precious father, do try to tell me what
you want. I will do anything you wish me
to do.”

The dying teacher rallied all his strength
and finally murmured :

“ Bring—forth—the royal diadem,
And crown him Lord of all.”

And as these words died away upon hislips,
his soul flew up to join the grand company in

heaven.

The Great Supper,

JuLy 13. AD. 33, Lrkn14:15-24

Golden Text, Luke 14 : 15.

A
ﬁ ESUS delivered this parable on another
% oceasion, adding the incident of the guest
who had no wedding garment, Matt, 22:2.
Iere we find that He had accepted an invita-
tion to “‘ eat bread ” in a Pharisec’s house, on
a Sabbath day. He cured a man of tho
dropsy. Noticing how some guests had sought
the highest places at table, He reproved their
1udeness and advised those who would eive
a feast to invite in preference men who could
not recompense them in the same way, v. 13,
Thus they could lay up treasure in Heaven.
God would not be forgetful of their labour of
love in the resurrection of the just. This led
ono of His hearers to exclaim: V. 15. Blessed,
¢te.—He doubtlessly referred to the Kingdom
of the Messiah, whom the Jews thought would
be a temporal prince, and in the Dblessings of
whose reign only Jews could share. Jesus
corrects these false ideas, and by the parablo
shows how little His contemporaries appreci-
ated tho Kingdom of God. V. 16. A certain
man—The giver of the feast is God. Bade
many—the Jews first, but aiso the Gentiics.
To all who will receive it, salvation is offered.
Is. 56:3. V. 17. His serrant— Prophets,
apostles and Himself, Ts. 42:1, Heb. 1:1.
All things ready—The Christ had come, lis
Kingdom was at hand, Mark 1:15, Luke 17;
21. V. 18. A piece of ground—The love of
worldly possessions still keeps many from
accepting God’s invitation. They seek first
the world, and care not for His Kingdom, thus
losing their souls, Matt. 13:22. V.19, Owxen
—This man also thought himself too busy to
listen to God. Ifentrance into God’s Kingdom
is the most important business of life, why
delay ? Heb. 3:15. V.20, A wife—a lawful
oxcuse to avoid military duties, Deuat. 20:5-7,
but none in thic case. Aflection to friends
should not prevent us from doing our duty to
God, Matt. 10:37. V. 21. Angry—Comp. Ds.
2:12.  Quickly—Time flics, lifo isswiftly pass-
ing away, and with it opportunities of salva-
tion. Hence the double necessity of diligent
preaching of the Gospel and swift acceptance
of its message. Strects and lanes—The Jews
refusing the invitation, it is given to the
Gentiles, represented here by the poor, ct.,
Actg 3:46. V.22, Yet room—Heaven is not
full, the blood of Christ has not lost any of its
power. V. 23. Highuays— No sinner bhas
fallen too low to be beyond the pale of Christ’s
mercy. Compel them—by the love of Christ,
2 Cor. 5:14, not by pains and penalties such
as Saul employed to make Christians blas-
pheme, Acts 26:11, 2 Cor. 10:4. V. 24, None
—A remnant, however, was saved, Rom. 11:5.
There is danger in dolay, Prov. 1:24-33.
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Taking np the Gross.
Juny 20. AD. 338,

Golden Text, Luke 14 .27.

Y )
& . . . i
ESUS had shown how important it was for é:a:’

2~ every one who desired salvation to accept
promptly God’s loving invitation to the great
feast. ‘Turning now to the multitude. which
seemed so zealous to follow.Him, Ho explains
clearly the only possible terms of discipleship.
If any mai will come after Him, he must do
so with his eyes open. Satan promises happi-
ness in this world, and tries to keep the next
out of sight. Jesus plainly says: In this
world ve shall have tribulation, John 16:33,
but for the next He promises eternal life,
John 6:40. V. 26. Hate his futher, ctr.—~The
megning of this strong expression will be seen
by reading Matt. 10:37-39. Jesus will not
accept a divided heart. If the choice is
between love for Him aud love for ournearest
friends, they must be sacrificed for Him.
Many have been driven from home for having
professed love to Christ. Many have lost their

life for His sake, Heb. 11:36-3S, Phil. 377, 8.
His cross—Men who were about to be |

V.27,

Luks 14 : 25-35. I'Jm.\' 27. AD. 33,

|

i

H
[ES

Lost and Soung, ‘-
Luke 13 : 1-10.
Golden Text, Luke i5: 10.

NCE before, when Jesus had sat down to

meat in the house of Levi, the proudand
self-righteous Pharisees had found fault with
Him, Luke 5: 30, 32. His answer then had
been, “They that are whole need not a physi-
cian, but they that are sick.” The Pharisces
thought themselves too goud to be in need of
a Saviour. The publicans, realizing their sin-
ful state, heard Jesus gladly, Matt. 21: 31,
Luke 7: 29. Here, v. 2, the murmurs of
Christ’s enemies take the form of a reflection
on his moral character, as in Luke 7: 34.
Jesus does not condescend to give a direct
answer to the wicked insinuation. Its false-
hood wastoo evident, John 8: 46, but he makes
it the occasion toshow by three parables that
His mission was to seek and to save the lost,
Matt. 18: 11. V. 4. A hundred sheep—Nen
are often compared in Scripture to sheep and
God to g shepherd, Ps. 23: 1, 100: 3. This
was a favourite image in Christ’s discourses
Matt. 9: 36, John 10: 1-16. Loses one—

Whetherthat one lost sheep represents our fall-

cx}*uciﬁed{ had to bear the heavy cross to the  en world, oxi\ asingle hHumansonl,eitherlbelongs
place of execution. It was deep disgrace. toGod, Ezek. 18: 4. He sets such a value upon
Jesus bm&e His, John 19: 47 and Ii!I:)e Simon of : j]t:tll)at tosave it Ho gz]we Iliis only begotten S%n,
Cyrene, Christians must bear the cross after)John, 3: 16. A soul is lost, when it ceases to
hi)m, Matt. 27:32. Whatever disgracve dis-|be what God intended it should be, holy, ;usb
cipleship may bring, a Christian must endure | and pure, Ez 18: 4-20. Every soul is guilty
cheerfully, as partaker in the Lord’s sufferings,  before God, Rom. 3: 19, 1 John 1: 8. Christ
Heb. 3: 1341 looking,({ik%l\ioses, for tl\le gecom- i the1 ggod Shepl_;eril sgeks to sz}.ive fever_\-'}iost;
pense of the reward, Heb. 11:26. V.28. A 'soul, 2 Cor. 5 : 14-15, but many flee from Him
tower—Comp. Matt. 7:24. Counteth the cost— : and refuse life, John 5:40. V. 6. Rejoice—
The offers of Christ_will bear investigation. As Jesus wept over men who rejected Him,
The worst we can suffer for Him js far counter- | Luke 19: 41 —thus he rejoices over those who
l;}tlzlmced b_z': lli‘ist'beSt’l t.‘? Cor. 4:17.r V. ?1. ' yi(i}d thlemfelvest{.ozni_m. LV{.QJ&:gi)ﬁ le;wfn
Make war—Christian life is a warfare, for —Angels share that joy, Luke 2: e :
xlvhliclé X;I?] lneedV tgg, wgole armour of ’GO(I], ) E}.l ﬁé is '11. ne\}'V bi(;th in the heavenlé{r fézmgly,
iph. 6:10-17. V.32, Conditions of peace—Ifi Eph. 3: 15. Need no repentance—Referring
we cannot decide to fight against the world, !« ither to angels of God in heaven, or to men
?lxe_ﬂeshf :lmd {,hedieyil, beg,er xtn:xl};e é)o pro-' who, like tt‘he Ph:fis}\ees,ltéxou%ht {}m)é nele’(’}e(%
ession of love to Christ, and get what peace | no repentance, Luke : 9. V.8 Whe
we may from the world’. Jesus will have no | woman—There ’were probably many women
half-hearted followers. But this may also be ! present, to whom this new illustration of the
taken thus: Can we ﬁ«',;glt against God, with t samo truth would be peculiarly interesting.
any hope of success? Then sue for peace ere | Silver--The drachma, which bore the King's
it is too late. V.33, Forsaketh—all thathe'image and superscription, whiech made it

hath, self righteousness, besetting sins, un-
belief, etc. Come to Christ empty, and He
will fill you with all the fulness of God, Eph.
3:19. V.34 Salt—Christians are the salt of
the earth, Matt. 5:13. If they disgrace their
profession, they have lost their savour and do
more harm than good in the church. One
sinner makes many. They are only fit then
to be “cast out.” He that hath cars, etc.—The

emphatic repetition of these words, Matt. 13:°

valuable as a coin. The worth of the soul is,
that it was made in the image of God, Gen. 1:
27. Light a candle—Jesus came to this dark
fallen world to bo its light, and by that light
to find and save sinners, Jobn 1: 9. By His
Word, which is light, souls are daily found for
Heaven, Prov. 6: 23. Sweeps the house—The
coin had not lost its value, although it had
fallen amidst the sweepings. Thus Christ
justified his looking after souls, which in the

9, shows the importance attached by Christ; Pharisees’ estimation were of little value,

Himself to the instructions He had just given.
To attend to them is eternal life.

because they were those of publicans and
sinners.
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The Lrogigal Sou, Gerlesiustiond Jews.
AvcusT 3. AD. 33. Lukp 15': 11-2¢- -

Golden Text, Luke, 15 : 18.

@ . . . . .
READING this parable in connection with
%2 the circumstances which led to it, v. 1-2,
its immediate appiication is plain. The Father
represents God, the older son, the Scribes and
Pharisees; and the prodigal, the publicans and
sinners. On a wider scale, it appiies to the
whole human race, and to its relations to Gud
tho Fatherof All. V.11. 7o sons—to whom
he gave the same love, and the same loving
care. V. 12. The portion—A ycunger son’s
part of the faiher’s property would have been
in that case one-third, Deut. 21:17. V. 13.
A far country—Sinners get as far as they can
from God, Eph. 2: 12-13, wasting their gub-
stance, i.c., their talents, time and opportuni-
ties. Riotous living—sinfulindulgence. V.14
A faminc—Cowp. Is. 53: 2, Amos §: 11. V.15,
Swine—To a Jew, the depth of degradation.
V. 16. Husks—Pods of the carob tree. No

man—The tender mercies of tho wicked are,
wme o _himsclf— | stately observances connected with the opening

cruel, Prov.12:10. V.17

GM’COTLAND.—Sinco last writing, the over-

shadowing events have been tho meetings
of tho Supreme Courts of our Scottish Churches.
The Synod of the United Presbyterian Church
mot on May 6th, Rev. James Fleming, of
Whithorn, Moderator. The demand for a
revision of the theologicai training of ministers
created a lively discussicr and was met by
tho appointment of a comn:itteo of twenty-
four, one-half being selected from the older
members of the Synod and the other half from
the younger ministers. The Home and
Foreign Missions of the U. P. Church zie in
good shape. The collections for theltter were
S166,145, leaving a working balance of some
$39,500 in hand. The number of congrega-
tions in the foreign field is 96, with 14,399
members. Many of these congreuzations are
self-supporting. The Assemblies of the Church
of Scotland and of the ¥ree Church met on
the 22nd of May. The celebrated Dr. A. IX. H.
Boyd of St. Andrews, was Moderator of the
former, and Dr. John Brown, of Dean Church,
Edinburgh, author of the “Annals of the Disrup-
tion, of thelatter. Thero was thesame roundof

A sinful state is a state of madness, Eccl. 9: 3. | of the Kirk Assembly as of yore—the levée at
The sinner strives to forget that he has to; Holyrood Palace, the imposing procession to

render an —ccount to God. He despises the
riches of his goodness, forbearance and long-
suffering, Rom. 2: 3, 5. I pertsh—The cry of
a soul convicted of sin, the first step towards
repentance. V. 18. To my Father—Much as
we have offended God, we may trust ourselves
to his mercy, if we truly repent our guilty
past, Ps. 51:17,1s. 57:13. I will say—Prayer
is all that a contrite heart can bring to God,
Hos. 14:1-2. V. 20. He arose—Unhke many
who satisfy themselves with good intentions,
Mutt. 21: 80.  His father saw him—A greatjway
off. Thus Gud watches anxivusly for his
repenting children, and swiftly shows mercy to
them. Ile lissed him—-Ps. 32:10, Eph. 2: 4. So
great was the love shown by the Father, that
the Prodigal could not ask to be “asa hired
servant.” Nothing short of sonship could
satisfy himnow. V.22. Rob¢—Christ’s righte-
ousness,Is. 61:10, Rov. 3: 5. Ring—Theearnest
of the Spirit by which we aresealed, Eph. 1: 13
—3Shoes—The proparation of the Gospel of peace,
Epb. 6:13. V.23, Fatled calf—Comp. Is. 25:
6, a feast of fat things. V. 24. Dead—to all
good, 1 Tim.5: 6. Alive—Restored to virtue,
Eph. 2:1. V. 25. The clder son—The Phari-
sees who met with a just rebuke in this part
of the parable. Like the eclder son, they
believed themselves righteous, v. 29, Tuke 18:
9, and were angry because the Lord received
graciously publicans and sinners. V. 30. Thy
son—Mark the malignity with which this was
said, and the Father's rebuke in v. 30. Thy
brother. V. 32. Be glad—The same {ruth
taught in v. 7: 10.

St. Giles’ Cathedral, and thenco to the Assem-
bly Hall. The rather close vote in the House
of Commons, and Mr. Gladstone’s open
espousal of the Disestablishment cause, have
given rise to considerable commotion in
ecclesiastical circles, in England as well as in
Scotland. Dr. Story said that as far as the
Kirk was concerned, with its past record and
present efficiency, she may safely indulge in
that “trust in the people tempered with
prudence ” — an abandoned watchword of
Gladstonism. The Kirk has to-day, he says,
160,000 more communicants than all the other
Presbyterian Churches in Scotland combined.
She has 1,373 parishes as against 970 at the
time of the Disruption. Stiil the cry waxes
loudoer and louder, * Disestablish her!” But
there is an influential minority inthe Dissunt-
ing Churches who are anxious to have this
question removed from the Church Courts and
placed entirely in tho arena of politics. Bya
majority of 392 to 237 the Assembly of the
Free Church declined to take proceedings
against Professors Dods and Brucc for their
alleged heterodosy. Principal Rainy and
Dr. James McGregor delighted their respective
Assemblies with interesting accounts of their
visit to the Australian Churches. We mourn
the death of Dr. Wylio, the gifted author
of “Thoe History of Protestantism,” “ The
Awakewag of Italy and Crisis of Rome,” and
other valuable works.

ExGzAND.—The Synod of the Presbyterian
Church met in Liverpool ; Rav. John Thomp-
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son, of Newecastle-on-Tyne, Moderator. The
germon of the retiring Moderator, Dr. Alex.
McLeod, of Birkenhead, moved the liearts of
the old and young to tears and rounds of ap-
plause. His opening address was carefully
worded, on “The Spiritual Success of Chris-
tianity a Proof of its Divine Origin, and a
Stimulus to Ministerial Activity.” At an early
stage in the proceedings, the report of the
comigittee on the Churcl’s relation to the Con-
fession of Faith was given in by Dr. Dykes,
and was adopted unanimously. ~ No attempt
wag made to tamper with the Confession of
Faith, but for all practical purposesthe new
articles will take the place of the Confession.
They have at least the merit of being much
shorter than the old symbol. The Rev. John
SRinner, of Xelso Free Church, was clected to
the Chair of Hebrew and Old Testament
Literature. vacant by the death of Prof.
Elmslie. The Senate of the Theological College
stated that the session opened with twenty-
eight students, and had been a successful and
harmonious one. There wero eleven in the
graduating class. The Synod now consists of
about three hundred ministers. The Church
is strong in her Toreign Missions, having
thirty ordained men on its.staff, one-third of
whoin arc medical missionaries. The total
number of communicants in Dec., 1889, was
3,572,and the membership, adults and children,
6,138; organized congregations, 43; native
pastors, 8; nalive evangelists, 10S; theo-
logicl students, 41  The past year has been
one of real progigs and of steady advance. A
medical missionary, Dr. D. Morison, with a
staff of native assistants, has conducted a
;Iéisssion at Rampore, Bauleah, India, since
78.

IreLaxp—The Rev. Dr. A, T. Peirson, whois
now as well known almost on the othersido of
the Atlantic as he ison this, has been spending
a week ortwo in Ireland. On him more than
any other has fallen the mantle of Dr. ¥leming
Stevenson, of Dublin. His progress thvough
Great Britain was one continued ovatica, and
he was upanimously chosen tbe next Duff
Lecturer. When in Dublin, he preached in Rath-
gar, in the pulpit so long filled by Dr. Stevenson,
and, as might be expected, he made a graceful
and deserved roference to that apostle of
missions. In Bolfast, as usual, his labours
were manifold. Besides preaching in two of
the leading churches, be addressed various
meetings, and was present at the designation
of a medical missionary, supported by Mr. J.
T. Morton, of London. About the time this
notice will be read the Irish General Assembly
will be gathering for the fiftieth time. What
changes tbe balf century has witnessed! What
growth in many ways! .Among those that
assembled in Belfast to form the Union of the
Synod of Ulster and the Secession Synod in
1840 were the Rev. Thomas Macpherson, of

Stragford, and the Rev. Thomas Lowry, whosai b

last charge was Brantford. One other of those
who were present then has for forty years past
been one of the ablest and 1nost cultured
ministers in Philadolphia—the Rev. Dr
Blackwood, of the Ninth Church, who igstill in
harness. He was in Holywood, near Belfast,
in1840. There remain 2bout a dozen of Pre-
Union ministers in Ireland. One of these, Dr.
W. D. XKillen, has just issued a volume on
Church Government, which is highly spoken
of in the reviews. He is now in the sixty-first
vear since his ordination in Raphoe, County
Donegal. He is still bringing forth fruit in old
age. H.

Uxired Strates. — The General Assembly
whichi concluded its long session at Saratoga
on the 27th of May was a historic one. The
fears of those who anticipated an acrimonious
meeting were agreeably disappointed. From
first to last it was pacific and conciliatory.
Even the debate on Revision, which was the
most likely to disconcert, passed off without
creating bad blood. By a skilful and wise
course of action the main question was re-
mitted to a committee charged to consider the
matter carefully and report to next Assembly.
That some kind of Revision of the Confession
i demanded by a large majority is now
evident, and is even acquiesced in by the
minority, provided it can be done * without
infringing upon our Calvinistic system of
doctrine.” How that is to be done is not
easily seen. The Home and Foreign Missions
of the Church were ably handled by Dr. Mc-
Millan, the new secretary of the former, and
the veteran secretary Ellinwood of the latter,
and other powerful gpeakers. Perhaps we
have never had an Assembly more truly
representative of tho highest talentin the
Church. The fact that both the Home and
Foreizn Mission Committees reported large
deficits served only as a stimulus to warm
the speakers to their subject. Ifor the first
time in many vears the moderator was
clected by acclamation, the choice having
fallen unanimously on Dr. W. E. Moore of
Columbus, O., one of the clerks of the
Assembly, than whom there is none better
versed in Church procedure, and who won all
hearts by his kind and conciliatory bearing as
well as by his tact and impartial decisions.
The total amount contributed for Home
Misgsions was reported to be $831,170.40, and
for Foreign Missions $794,066.44. A resolu-
tion recommending the revival of the order of
deaconess was greeted with tumultuous ap-
plause by the ladies in the gaileries. A
marked sign of the times is a proposition,
favoured by the Assembly, to formulate what
is called a * Consensus Creed,” in other words
a condensed creed, which itis thought might
bo 50 constructed as_to meet the approval of
all the Churches of the Reformation. Such a
crget:j, it goes without saying, must bez. very
rief.
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{)UR Foreey Missions.—Dr. Buchanan,
now at Ujjain, Central India, has been
authorized by the Cowmmittee to begin a
mission to the Bheels aboriginal hill-tribes.
Mr. Willie's diligence has heen rewarded ;
upwards of $10,000 having been subseribed
towards the Indore College Building Fuud,
for which he hasbeen pleading these twelve-
months past. IIe expects to get $10,000
from the people of Indore, s0 ho will be
able to put up a building that will be
creditable to the mission. Dr. Mackay ve-
ports the work in Formosa to be in a
flourishing condition. Our missionaries in
Honan are cautiously feeling their way, in
some instanees meeting the cold shoulder,
and in others being well received. It must
be some time before they can settlo down
permanently. Ividently the authorities
wish them far encugh away, but they have
gone to stay. The Foreign Mission Com-
mitiee have resolved to recommend to the
General Assembly that a mission be begun
to the Jews. If this be agreed to, Palestine
may possibly be selected as the field. The
mission vessel “Dayspring” is laid up at
Sydney, pending the experiment of having
her work done by the combined agency of a
monthly steamer from Sydney to Aneityum,
and a smaller steamer plying among the
islands of the group. Captain Braithwaite,
who has sailed her for fifteen years, is still
in charge of the “ Dayspring.”

Ca

Haxnsoue Bequests.—It is a grand thing
when great wealth falls into good bands. The
late Mrs. Nicholls, of Peterboro,” seems to have
recognized her stewardship in a very com-
mendable way. Her gifts to religious and
benevolent purposes exceeded a million of
dollars. Among the bequests in her last will
are the following:—St. Andrew’s and St. Paul’s
Churches, Peterboro,’ respectively, $15,000 and
$5,000; the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ fund

ets $20,000; Widows and Orphans, $20,000;

ome Missions, $10,000 ; North-west Missions,
$10,000; Foreign Missions, $10,060; French
Missions, $5,000; Queen’s College, $23,000;
Knox College, $20,000; Peterboro’ Protestant
Home, $20,000; Younyg Men’s Christian Associ-
ation, $20,600; Mechanics’ Institute, $10,000 ;

Nicholls Hospital, $40,000; to each Protestant
Sunday School in town, $500—say nine, $4,500; |

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

Haatwrox, Ont.—Hon. and Rev. R. Moreton
wasinducted on the 3rd of June, as pastor of St.
John'’s Churcl:, of which he has been in charge
for considerable time as stated supply. .

DaxviLLe, Quebec.—Mr. George H. Smith, a
graduate of Morin College, was ordained and
inducted on the 27th of May.

Duxgaxxox axp Porr Avserr, Maitland.—
Re;‘. Robert Fairbairn was inducted on May
27th.

Berury, GQuelph.—Rev. A. B. Winchester
was inducted on the 19th of May.

Laxsnownp, Kingston—Rev. John Fairlie,
formerly of L’Orignal and Hawkesbury, was
inducted on 27th May.

Duxsar axp CorLqoroun.—Mr. H. T. Kalem,
graduate of the Prosbyterian College, Mont~
reul, was ordained and inducted on the 29th
of April.

BayrieLp, Huron.—Rov. Robert Henderson
was inducted on the 27th of May.

Soxya, Lindsay.—Mr. P. A. Mcleod, of
Queen’s College, was ordained and inducted
on the 9th of June.

Parry Souxp, Barriec.—Rev. J. B. Duncan
has entered on this charge asordained mis-
sionary.

N1agara FaLrs, Hamilton.—Mr. Johyn Craw-
ford was ordained and inducted on the 20th of
June.

Buckineaayn, Oitawa.—Rev. C. A. Doudiet
was inducted on the 10th of June.

EcuizTox and Bermespa, Toronto.—Mr. R.
Hamilton, licentiate, was ordained and in-
ducted on June 23rd.

Tap PresBYTERY oF ST. JoEN licensed and
ordained the following, and appointed them to
mission fields within the bounds:—A>\lessrs.
William Murchie, James Stevens, M. G. Alli-
son and A. F. Johnson.

Cavis. —Mr. George Needham, licentiate, to
Nelson and Dundas street, and Rev. J. A.
Morrison to Cayuga and Mount Healy, Ham-
lton, declined. Rev. J. McMillan, of Glammis,
to Havelock, Peterborough. Rev. D. Kellock, of
Spencerville, Ont., to Nanaimo, B. C. Rev.
Donald Stewart, of Finch, to White Lake and
Burnstown. Lanark and Renfrew. Mr. W. J.
Clark, licentiate, to First Presbyterian Church,
London, Ont. Rev. W. G. Mills, of Sunder-
land, to Dunbarton, Ont., declined. Mr. Jas.
T. Smith, B. D, to Grove Church, Richmond,
Halijax. Rev. Mr. Hutt, of Port Dalhousie,
Ont., to 3t. Paul’s Ingersoll. Rev. J. W. JMac-
lennan to Tignish, Montrose, and Elmsdale,
P. E. Isdand. Rev. F. Fulleiton to Calvin
Church, St. John, accepted.

Collegiate Institute, to found scho]arships,'r Dmussions.—Rev. John Mordy, of Niagara
"3

$2,000 ; for public parks, £560,000,

alls. Rev. D. Gordon, of Harrington, Ont.
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lov. William Millican, of Garafraxa and Mi-
mosa, Guelph. Rev. G. Chrystal, of Avonton,
Stratford. ~ Rev. W.J. Drummond, of Alice,
Lan. and Renfrew. Rev. R. B. Smith, of Rose-
mont and Mansfield. and Rev. John McNeil,
of Usprey, Orangeville. Rev. S. Polson, of Nel-
son, Manitoha. Rev. Alex. Ross, of Woodville,
Lindsay. Rev. S. Rosborough, of Sheot Har-
bour, Halifaz, and Rev. D. Maclean, of Barl-
town, Wallace.

Liconsures.—DMessrs. R. R. Hamilton and
W. J. Clark, by Presbytery of Hamilton.
Messrs. Geo. H. Smith and Adam Robertson.
by the Presbytery of Quebec. Mr. Robt. J.
Sturgeon, by the Presbytery of Barrie—to ho
ordained as missionary at Waubaushene on
10th of June. Messrs. Peter A. Macleod and
Ed. J. Walker, by the Presbytery of Lindsay.
Messra. R. G. MacBeth and N. H. Russell, by
the Presbytery of Winnipeg. Messrs. John
Campbe!l, Neil Shaw, Walter Muir, Alex.
Wilson, M. B. Tolling, P. J. Maclaren and
I. . McQuarrie, by the Presbytery of Toronto.

Caurcnes:—The new church at Weldford,
N. B, was opened for public worship on May
11th.  Itis a handsome building, with a lofty
and graceful tower. ‘The interior ig fitted up
in best modern style. ‘The services were con-
ducied by Rev. Neil Mackay, of Chatham,
moderator of the Synod of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, asgisted by Rev. W. Macleod, the pastor
of the church, and Rev. A. C. Bell, of the
Methodist Church. The new church at Glen-
coe, Ont., was formally opened on the 1lst of
June, by Principal MacViear, of Montreal. At
Lucknow, Ont., a very fine church was dedi-
cated by Professor Maclaren, on the 11th of
May; Rev. Angus MacKay, formerly of Era-
mosa, bas been labouring here forthree years,
with good success. The new Bloor Street
Church, Toronto, of which Rev. W. J. Wallace
is Pastor, was opened for public Worship on
the Sth of June by Rev. Dr. Paxton of Prince-
ion, NJ. The Church is handsome, having
a sealing capacity of 1,150 and having cost
come $70,000. Principal Cavenand Professor
MacLaren cenducted the afternoon and eve-
ning services. Oxford congregation, mn Wal-
{uce Pres., has been separated from i’ug\vash.

SYNOD MEETINGS.

ToroxTO AXD Kixgsrox.—At Orillia, on the
14th May. Rev. Stephen Young preached the
openiog sermon.  Rev. John Abraham, of
Whitby, wus clected moderator. Rev. W.
Burns made 2 strong appeal on bebalf of the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund. An over-
ture on systematic beneficence was received
and a standing committee appointed. In con-

noction with the meeting of Synod, a very on-
joyable conference was held on the provious
day, on subjects affecting the life and work of
the Church. Next meeting, on 2nd Monday
of May, 1891, at Lindsay. Rev. John Gray,
D.D., of Orillia, Clerk.

Maxrross ANDp TEBR Norri-West.—At Porl-
age la Prairie, on May 20th. Rev. D. Stalker,
of Gladstore, maderator. The volume of busi-
ness coming before this Synod is increasing
vearly, and the mcetings are becoming more
and more important. In addition to the usual
routine of business, a good deal of attention
was given this year to educational matters.
It is 2 live Synod, and the work is prospering.
Next meeting at Regina May 5th.  Rer. S. C.
Murray, of Neepawa, Clerk.

Obituary.

ﬁEV. A. B. Sreware, of Ashton, in the
Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew,
died on May 29th, aged 35 years. Mr.
Stewart was inducted to the charge of Ap-
pleton and Ashton on the 2nd of January
last, and his early death is a great loss to his
attached congregation and other numerous
friends.

M. Wivtiax Ferausoy, an elder in Knox
Church, Scarboro’, for over forty years, died
Fobruary 4th, azed 78. He was a native of
Strachur, Argyleshire—aman of genuine piety
and strong attachment to the Church of his
fathers.

Mr. Arcimparp McCuisr, elder in Loch
Lomond congrezation, Cape Breton, died
March 22nd, aged 77. He was a native of
North Uist, Scotland. A loving husband and
affectionate father, he left & widow and grown-
up family to mourn their loss. His end was
peace.

Mg. James MacKeLy, senior elder in George-
town eongregation, Que., died February 15th,
aged 72. Ordained to the eidership by the
late Dr. Muir over 40 years ago, he faithiully
discharged the duties of his office and en-
deared himself to all who knew himn. He was
a native of Lochwinnoch, Scotland.

Evriza Murray, wife of Mr. Robt. MeCracken,
elder in Rosemont congregation, Ont., died on
April 9th, after a long and painful illness.
Her allegiance to Christ was unwavering. In
her the congregatica has lost a true friend.

Mgs. Jaxe Darracri, widow of the late Rev.
William Darrach, of St. Matthew’s Church,
Montreal, died on the 5th of June, after & long
and painful illness, borne with Cbristian resig-
nation ; aged sixty-five.
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The General Qgsembly.

S already announced, the Assembly
met in Bank Street Church, Ottawa,
on the evening of the 11th ultimo. Judg-
ing from the attendance at the opening
meeting, the General Assembly is a popular
institution. The spacious building was
filled in every part. The Commissioners
were far outnumbered by the citizens —in-
cluding a large representation of the fair
sex, who not only looked down benignly
on the elect brethren from the galleries,
but also, regardless of conventionality, sat
beside them in the body of the church.
The opening sermon was delivered by Rev.
Principal Grant, the retiring Moderator : a
powerful discourse it was from the text,
Hebrews 12 : 28,

*Wherefore. we reeciving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably, with reverence aud godly fear.”

The term “ Kingdom of God ” suggests two
ideas. (1) When our Saviour said to His de-
ciples the Kingdom of God js “in you,” we
understand the reference to be to a personal
condition—that holiness of heart and life
which is the outcome of faith m God the
Father and Jesus Christ His son as our
Saviour. (2) The Kingdom of God, taken
collectively, stands for the Church which He
has planted in the earth——an institution de-
signed for the benefit of the race, without
respect of clime or creed or denomination. In
respect of the first, the preacher said. “ The
high position to which we are called can best
be understood when compared with that
occupied by believers before Christ. For it is
only since Jesus revealed tho Father and seal-
ed the new covenant with His blood that every
believer knows that he is personally united to
God as friend and son.  This is the kingdom
we receive. We are heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ. Is it any wonder that men
animated by this faith should again and again
have turned the world upside down? They
did so in the days of Paul, and many times
gince—in the 4th century, and in the 17th
when the bardy Swede, the Scotch Covenanter,
and the English Puriian saved the good cause
from extinction. Men of the same spirit,
though not of the same form, we must have in
our own day if society is to be saved. Then,
as regards the Christian Church, there is this
difference compared with the old Jewish
Church. It is free to adapt its outward con-
stitution to the requirements of the times and
in consonance with the learning of the age.
In every organism there are propensities to
variations, and these are the principles of pro-
gress. In the case of the Church these were

very numerous, because of its rapid extension
to lands and peoples that differed from each
other. The polity adopted by the Chureh for
reasens that were merely practical in the
second and third centuries was soon considered
to have a jus divinum, and then the ‘error
which has arrested a hundred civilizations,
threatened the development of the Church.
But the Church sprang from a divine seed,
and its development could not be wholly
arrested. Not only was the slow and silent
alchemy of time always at work, but special
reformations, and even revolutions, took place.
And as it is with polity, so with doctrine and
ritual. The Church claims and exercises self-
government with regard to all three. Much
need have we in our day to remember that
the Church is not only free to investigate and
free to adapt itself to the times and to the
country, but that it is bound to exercise this
freedom, subject only to the restraints im-
posed by loyalty to its own honourable past,
and to the guidance of the ever living spirit of
trath. But however important matters of
organization may be, the Church has work of
infinitely more importance. Here, too, it must
manifestly do its own work. Everywhere
the masses are in a condition of unrest.
The wage relationship between man and man
is inadequate. It is better than slavery or
feudalism, but not up te the ideal of Chris-
tianity. It is not what the fatherhood of God
or the brotherhood of man demands and im-
plies. IIas the Church no message but one of
future blessing to the millions who toil for
daily bread, for a daily wage that may be
taken from them at any moment? If not,it
will be no Church for them ” He then went on
to speak of the duties owed by Christians to
the suflfering masses around them, and of the
responsibilities of citizenship, concluding with
a scathing denunciation of the dishonesty and
corruption that too often characterize political
partizanship in our own country and in other
countries as well.

The Assembly having been duly consti-
tuted, the roli was called and the attendance
marked. The feeble tone of voice in which
many of the members answered to their
names made it a difficult matter to determine
who were present and who were absent.
The impression conveyed, however, was
that not much more than one half of the
Commissioners had come up to time. There
were whole presbyteries from which not a
single elder responded. Of course, mamy
more were on the way.

TBE MODERATOR.
Rev. Dr. John Laing, of Dundas, wis
nominated by Rev. George Burson, of St
Catharines, seconded by Mr. Johnston,
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elder, from New Brunswick. Rev. Thomas
Sedgwick, of Tatamagouche, N.S., was
nominated by Rev. Mr. McGregor, of Am-
herst, seconded by Mz, Carruthers, of
Charlottetown. ~ Mr. Sedgwick having
aracefully declined the nomination, his
name was withdrawn, and Dr, Laing’s elec-
tion to the highest honour in the gift of the
Church was made unanimous as it was
cordial and well-deserved. Dr. Laing has
been a minister of this Church fur some
thirty-six years, and few men have given
more freely of their time and talents to
promote its interests. The latest serviee
-vhich he has rendered, and & most valnable
oune, was as Convener of the Commitice on
the new Book of Forms recently published.
If Dr. Laing doesnot rule well in the chair,
it will not be because he does not know
how it ought to be done. But we have no
fear for him on that score. The ex-
Moderator reported the receipt by him of
replies to the Assembly's Address to the
Queen and to the Governor-General, and
other official documents, after which he
received a cordial voto of thanks for his
services as Moderator and for his excellent
sermon which he preached at the opening
of the Comrt. Thus ended the fixst day.

Second Buy.

“THE arival during the night of a large

number of Commissioners from the east-
ern and western extremities of the Church
gavea new complexion to the Assernbly this
morning. The numbers seem to be now
quite up to the average, and perhaps a little
more. Possibly there are four hundred
members presenf,including the usual number
of venerable fathers upon whom devolves u
large share of the work of the Assembly. The
first hour, from eleven to twelve, was oceu-
pied with devotional exercises, after which
was presented the report of the Business
Comurittes, containing a resumé of the
subjects to be discussed and the order in
which they would come up.

Tue Rorr or Assempry.—The Committee’s
report on the roll drew attention to the
status of one of the missionaries who is a
member of the Presbytery of Trinidad. This
presbytery having been formed without appli-
cation to the General Assembly, and having

on its roll ministers of other churches, query,
is Rer. K. Grant cligible as a Commissioner to
the Assembly 2  The argument that the
Presbytery has been “recognized” by the
Assembly at different times does not fully
meet the ditliculty. 'That being admitted, the
next question is, does recognition imply
“representation”? It was left to a committee
to unravel the skein, and in the meantime
Mr. Grant was cordially invited to take his
seat as a corresponding member.

Arprications To Ba Recerven.—These were
eight in number, one applicant being from
New South Wales, two from the United States,
two from Scotland, one from England, and one
from Ireland. The only case which met with
opposition at this initial stage was that of
the Presbytery of Quebec to receive the Rer.
Thomas Churbonuel, who, 1t appears, has been
for some time labouring very successfully as a
missionary among the French in Queoec
Province. The objection to his reception was
grounded on the fact that he married his de-
ceased wife's sister, which in the opinion of
some members disqualifies him for becom-
ming a minister of this Church. On the other
bhand, many failed to see the force of the
objection, holding that the deliverances of aur
Church on this vexed question virtually ab-
solve persons so married from discipline.
More than two precious bours were spent in
arguing whether this applicant’s name shall
¢o even before the committee, and it is certain
that two hours more will be required when
the committee does report, no matter if it is
faveurable or otherwise to the application.
Many had -supposed that this question was
dead and buried; but the expericnee of this
afternoon shows that it has only been slumber-
ing, and that it would take litile tofan it again
into a fiery controversy.

HOME MISSIONS.

The evening sederunt was devoted to
hearing the reports of the Committees on
Home Missions and the Augmentations of
Stipends, East and West. Principal Forrest,
of Halifax, gave the substance of the reports
for the EssTERN SEgcrioy in a forcible and
interesting manner. He was glad to be able
to say that the Church in the East had done
very nearly all that was asked of it for these
purposes. The result of this was that more
workmen had been employed last year in
the home ficlds than ever before. They
had employed 49 catechists and 43 ordained
ministers and probationers. The whole
amount expended, including $3,419 con-
tributed towards missions in the North-west,
was $11,646.92; and this had been reached
without any diminution of the interest in
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the other schemes of the Church. He spoke
particularly of the mission to Labrador as
meeting, to some extent at least, a case of
great spiritual destitution.  The people of
the Lower Provinces, he said, were hearty
and cven enthusiastic in support of the
work. The way in which it had been
carried on gave them confidence in the
ability of the Presbyterian Church to pro-
vide adequately for all who had a elaim on
it. Rev. L. Smith, in moving the adoption
of the report, directed his remarks chiefly
to the Augmentation Fund, and made a
powerfal plea for the adequaie support of
the ministry. The receipts for the year had
been $85,082.14, and the expenditure,
89,650, so that the working balance had
been reduced by 81,567.86; but the claims
upon the fund had been fully met, and the
committee were hopeful for the permanent
success of the scheme in the Lower Provinces.

Dr. Cochrane, Convener of the Home
Mission Committee, West, presented his
annual report in a closely printed pamphlet
of 68 pages, which, of course, was held as
read. In calling attention to some of the
details of the report, Dr. Cochrane warmed
up to his subject with his wonted enthusiasim,
and held the attention of the large audience
in.a racy and effective speech. In a future
issue of the Record we hope to give a
resumé of the report, but in the meantime
must be content with the merest outline.
The work has been carried on in all the
presbyteries with good success. The total
number of mission fields was 276, and of
preaching stations 830. The number of
families supplied with ordinances was 9,188
—embracing 11,517 communicants, The
number of missionaries employed during the
past year, for longer or shorter periods, was
237, as follows:—78 ministers and licen-
tiates, 120 students and 39 catechists,
The receipts for Home Missions proper
were $£51,877.09 and for Augmentation
$25,429.65.  To this have to be added the
receipts for the Lumberman’s Mission and
the amounts contributed through the college
societies, making in all $84,008.32. Atten-
tion was directed to the importance of the
work in localities where it might seem that
comparatively small results were being
achieved, but just because of isolation and
the hopelessness of becoming self-sustaining,

claim on those who were more favourably
situated, The progress of the work in
Muskora and ArcoyMa is deseribed very
lucidly in the report by Rev. Allar Findlay,
who superintends the work in those districts,
where 28 misssionaries found employment
last year. Dr. Robertson's account of the
work in MaxitoBa and in the NORTH-WEST
is a very comprehensive and valuable docu-
ment, full of useful information regarding
the eclimate, the rescources and capa-
bilities of that great country, where,in 1871,
there were only nine preaching stations,
whereas now there are five hundred and
ten! In BritisE CoLuysia the changes had
been even more marked aund rapid. Up to
a very recent date we had ounly one con-
gregation on the western side of the Rocky
Mountains ; now there Is a preshytery
comprising sixteen charges, besides a large
number of mission stations and fourteen
ordained ministers on the roll. And, what
was most satisfactory, Presbyterianism in
that Provinee was now a unit, Dr. Cochrane
made grateful ackunowledgment of grants
received from the Irish Presbyterian Chureh,
the Free Church of Scotland, and the Church
of Scotland, and dwelt with special emphasis
on the liberal response which the people in
the maritime provinces had made to Dr.
Robertson’s appeals last winter,

Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, Convener of the
Sub-Committee on Augmentation, West, in
his own inimitable, magnetic style, called
the attention of the Assembly to the state-
ments con‘ained in the printed document,
while he entreated the ministers to read tor
themselves, and to communicate the sub-
stance of it, at least, to their respective con-
gregations. If there wasa lack of interest
in regard to this branch of the work, he sus-
pected it was largely due to the want of
information. If the intelligent and well-to-
do members of the wealthier congregations
only knew the real state of mattersin some of
the smaller cougregations that locked to this
Committee for assistance, they would not—
they could not—withhold their practical sym-
pathy and support. It was not encouraging
to learn that there were last year no fewer
than 163 congregations in the western sec-
tion of the Church who made no contribu-
tions to the Augmentation Fund. The
Committee would like to know what res-

some of these congregations had a strongsons they had, if any, for withholding their
1
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assistance, so that they might, if possible,
come to a betler understanding in regard to
this matter. The number of congregations
at present receiving aid is 137 ; and owing
to the deficiency of the funds at the dis-
posal of the Committee, a very considerable
reduction had to be madoe in the payments
to the ministers, This was greatly to be
deplored. It was hoped thatfrom this time
forth there would be no similar cause for
complaint. ‘It is a long lane that has no
turning.” The racy discussion and friendly
criticism that have been evoked will cer-
tainly do good.

Dr, Warden moved the adoption of the
Home Mission report, which he character-
ized as, on the whole, the most satisfactory
that had been presented to the Church
since the union of 1873.

Thivd Dy,

HE event of the forenoon was the ap-
pearance on the platform of a deputa-

tion from the Methodist Church of Canada,
consisting of four deputies, representing as
mony different nationalities, two of them
being ministers and two laymen. The
ministers were Rev, Geo. McRitchie and Dr.
Ryckman, who conveyed the greetings of
their Church to the General Assembly in a
truly fraternal manner, giving expression in
no doubtful terms to their earnest desire
that the two Churches may ever be found
cultivating the things which make for peace
and co-operating in every possible way for
the extension of the Redeemer's Kingdom
in every part of this country. ¢ Their aims
_ and hopes were one with ours; and though
* the day of organic union may be still dis-
" tant, the spirit of unity was yearly inereas-
ing, and with it the spread of religion.” The
Venerabls Mr. Lieseurs, a descendant of
the Huguenots, made a telling address, and

. was followed by Mr. Robbins, an Inglish-
- man by birth and a Methodist by choice,
" who, if circumstances rendered it necessary
- for him to leave his own Church, would not
. find it very difficult, he thought, to transfer
- his allegiance to Presbyterianism as he saw
it here represented. The Moderator re-
" sponded in suitable terms, while the mem-

bers manifested their appreciation of this
pleasant interlude by repeated and hearty
applause.

A wuEMORIAL from the Presbytery of
Halifax, asking leave to retain the name of
Rev. Robert Laing on the roll of the pres-
bytery, was unanimeusly acquiesced in, the
occasion calling for this action being Mr,
Laing’s appointment as Director of the
Ladies’ College, Halifax—an institution that
has been very successfully carried on for
some years past under the auspices of the
Preshyterian Church,

OvVERTURES were read from the Presbytery
of Torounto and from members of the Synod
of Manitoba and the North-west asking the
Assembly to recommend the institution of
Young Men’s Societies in the congregations
of the Church, witha view to the dissemina-
tion of missionary intelligence among the
young people of the Church and of enlist-
ing their active interest in Home Missions as
well as in all the other missionary and
benevolent schemes of the Church. The
Assembly evidently favoured the proposal,
as indeed it could not fail to do, without
committing itself on the spot to the particu-
lar form which such organizations should
assume. The impression seemingly pre-
vailed that it might be well for the Assem-
bly’s Home Mission Cominittee to consider
the whole question and report to next meet-
ing of the Assembly.

Tuoe PerTii Arppan Casp cropped up in the
afternoon and claimed consideration. The
manner in which it was brought up being
somewhat involved, if not irregular, had first
to be passed upon; it was then relegated
to a special committee to examine the docu-
ments, judge the case on its merits, and report
to a future sederunt,

TrinrpAD—The special commnittee appoint-
ed to consider the validity of Mr. Grant's
commission from the Presbytery of Trinidad
gave in a report that, with a few verbal
explanations, satisfied the House and main-
tained Mr. Grant’s status. The case is an
anomalous one, presenting complications that
are liable to occur only on missionary ground,
It was therefore recommended that it be
remitted to the Foreign Mission Committee to
consider in what way it may be best to define
the relations of our missionaries in Trinidad,
or others who mmay be similarly situated, to the
General Assembly, and report to next meeting.
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OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Under any circumstances the TFoOREIGN
Missions of the Church constituic an at-
tractive theme of discussion. The interest
on this occasion, however, was heightened
from tho announcement that several of our
missionarios would address the meeting.
Consequently, at the appointed hour for
cemmencing the proceedings the church
was filled, galleries and all, by a sympathetic
audience. The ladies were present in full
force, as well they might, seeing that the
Women’s Missionary Socicties of the Church
had provided mnearly onme-third of all the
money expended by the Foreign Mission
Committes during the past year! TUn-
doubtedly, *the women who publish the
tidings are a great host.”

Dr. Wardrope, of Guelph, and Rev. E.
Scott, of New Glasgow, the joint conveners
of the Committee, introduced the subject
in brief but earnest and admirable addresses,
"The former called attention to three salient
features of the printed report, covering fifty-
two pages :~—(1.) The duty of the Church to
the Chinese and Indians onthe Pacific Coast.
The Commitiee were fully alive to the im-
porfance of doing something for the heathen
population in that remote part of our coun-
try ; they even had a suitable missionary in
view to whom such a work could be safely
entrusted, but they had hitherto been de-
terred by want of the necessary funds, and
now they hesitated to proceed without the
express sanction of the General Assembly.
(2.) The proposition of a mission to the
Jews, now for the first time definitely made
to the Assembly, called for the special
attention of the Court. (3.) Inview of the
rapid extension of the work, the Committee
had found it necessary to recommend that
immediate steps should be taken to appoint
a convener whose whole time and services
shall be given 1o this department of the
Churel’s work. Without enlarging on these
topics, Dr. Wardrope conveyed to the As-
sembly his grateful acknowledgments for the
uniform encouragement and support he had
received at the hands of the Church during
the seven years of his convenership. The
work, though laborious, had indeed been to
him a labour of love, and profitable to himself
inmany ways, but it would neither be just to
his office as minister of a large congrezation,
nor to the great and growing interests of

the missions, that he should longer be
charged with the supervision of the work.
He therefore hoped that the Assembly
would accept of his resignation in accordance
with the recommendation of the qommittee.
And here we may venture the remark that
it will be very difficult to find a successor te
Dr. Wardrope in thi