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THE (ROSS.

i Gol forhid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lovd Jesus Chirist; by whom the world
is Crucified to me, and I to the world.—=8t. Paul, Ralvi, 14,

You. 1.

HALIFAX| FRIDA\, APRIL 7, 1548.

W ELhLY <. Al LE‘\’D &R.

April 9. Palm Sunday.

10: Moud: iy in Holy Week.

11 Tuesday in Holy Week.

12. 8py Wednesday. ‘The Office of Tene-
hree is said on this and the fol-
lowing evenings.

Maundy Thursday. Tnstitution of the
blessed Eucharist.

Good Friday.

Holy Saturday.

13.
14.

15.
—_—— -
HOLY WEEK.

TueHoliest Week of the entire year
is now approaching—the Week in which
our ransom was paid-theWeek in which
50 many mysteries were accomplished,
so many prophecies fulfilled, so many
tritimphs achieved, so many turinents
endured and so many lessons of patience
delivered by the meek and suffering
Jesus. During this week He fully ac-
complishes the will of Ilis llea avenly
Father. e isbetrayed, denicd, aban-
doned by his disciples —his soul is sur-
rowful even unto death—his agony ex-
presses from every pore of his body 2
perspiration of blood.
bimself the iniquities of us ali--he bends
beneath the accumulated guilt of ages
both past and future. lle is betrayed
by a traitor’s kiss, he is hurried as a
malefactor before unjust tribunals—he

He bears upon | as

is mocked SCOUl"ed splt upou dended
as a fool, deln ered up to the fury of a
barbarous soldiery,and the blood-thirsty
rage of a still more barbarous rabble.
He slowly and painfully drags his hea-
vy Cross along the dolorous way that
leads to Calvary, and on that place of
skulls, that mount of Death, his inno:
cent flesh is nailed to the Altar of his
Great Sacrifite, and amidst the shouts
and imprecations of his enemies he is
raised aloft between Heaven and Earth
a naked, bleeding and mangled victim.
His piercing Crown of Thorns is on his
head and over him is written the titles
of his royalty, the cause of his death.
For this kingly dignity he was born, for
this "he came into the world, and after
three hours of intense agony during
which he atiracts the love of his faithe
ful subjects, and establishes his absolute
dominion in their hearts, he dies the
King of Love, and in his death perpe-
tuates the reign and triumph of his love
on earth while time shall last. v

In this week he enters the toyal city
a King and isreeeiv>d with hosannas:

Alas! in five short days those fickle
Jews will change them into crucifiges::

When he beholds Jerusalem at a dis*-
tance he sheds over it tears of love:
Happy city over which Jesus wept!
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Thrice lmppy, o Jerusalem, if those
precious tear drops had melted thy stony
heart, and taught 1hee to know the'day
of thy visitation !
comes to thee meek ; and thou wiif re-
ceive him with all the fury of revenge!
He comes to thee sitting,"iin a lowly ass;
and thou wilt exalt him on aninfa-
méus gibbet.

In this week his treacherous disciple
—* the man of his peace, in whom he
hoped, who eat his bread, will betray
bim into the hands of his enemics, and
sell for a few pieees of money all the
Treasure of Earth and Heaven. He will
be first feasted on his precious Body and
Blood, and will afterwards, with an in-
gratitude which deserves terr thousand
hells, deliver up thar adorable body to
the manacle,the buffet and the scourge,
to the spittle, the fool’s garment, the
mock scepire, and Bloody crown, to the

" yude nails and sharp lance, to all the

bitterness of vinegar and the nauseous-
ness of gall—1to the hard, cruel and
agonizing bed of the cross! He will
also basely sell that priceless blood
which when it touches one spot of
earth will wash away all its abomina-

_ “fions, which ¢ pacifies the things that

are in heaven and on certh, which con-
tains such boundless and purifying
efficacy that it is able to cleanse even

the terrible crime by which it was
shed.

In this week too, on the eve of his
passion, -¢the night in which he was
hetrayed? Jesus ¢ having Toved his own

Daughtzi of Sion he i

who were in the world loved them
to the end-—loved them to his
last moments, to the end of his painful
life, to the end and term of all love—
toved them with a pure, constant, ge-
nefous, ardent, disinteresied and ex-
cessive love. And as a dying proof of
his love this ¢ merciful and compassiox-
ate Lord, made a memorial, an abridg-
ment of all his wonders ; he gave food -
,to those who fear him.” He bequeathed
them the legacy of his Body and Blood,
his soul and his divinity, that they
migit eat thereof,and through him, live
forever. He left them the body that
was broken, and the blood that was
shed for love of them, that whenever
they received them they might ¢ show
forth his death’ and commemorate his
infinite love ¢greater than which no
man hath® for it was a love ‘as strong
as death,” a love which triumphed over
the bitterness of death. _

During this week he delivered his
parting instructions, made his affectio-
nate prayer to his Father for (he Disci-
ples whom he loved, commended to
them charity, unity and peace, washed
their feet as an example of humility
and love, sung a hymn of thanksgiving
to his Father, made the mest perfect act
of resignation to his will in the garden,
wrought many wonders, converted
many sinners, displayed a divine pa-
tience and admirable silence which as-
tonished even his cnemies, asserted his
kingly dignity even whilst he is treat-
cd as a slave, and is made obedient to

{dcath, cven the death of the Cross
-
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In this week he triumphs over ain, death and

hell—destroys the dominion of the Prince of
Darkneseg, opens for his children the kingdom
tof his adwirable light,' takes nway its sting
from deatl, its herrvors from the grave, converts
the gibbet of infuiny inte a standard of glory,
bears off an entire world as the spoils of his
victory, leads captivity captive, and bestows
gifts on wen, visits and consoles the gloomy
prison of the Saints of old, hursts asunder the
the bonds of Death, the Child of sin, and rises
from the tomb in the majesty of his own pow-
¢r, after having caused the angels of Heaven to
rejoice, as well as the creatures whom he had
redeemed, and offered to his eternal Father the
greatest homage, the sublimest glory, the ful-
lest atonement which even o God could render
to a God.

Oh! this is indeed a great week, a myster-
ions week, a hioly week, a weck of mercios in-
numerable, of graces most abundant, of lessons
most eloquent, of sorrows ost profound, of
love must attractive ! Weil might it have been
asked i times of old, Who will refuse to be
convested in this week 7 What siuner's heart
will remain obdurate 2 What eyes can behold
the sufferings of Love without floods of tears?
Who is so wicked that in these days he will
not become holy > 1Who so intemperate that
wili notbecome sober? \Who so passionate
that will not become meek ? Who <o loqua-
cious that will not become silent? Who so
uncharitzble that «will not forgive ? ‘Who so
impure that will not hecome chaste 2 Who so

unmortified that will not become penitent 7,
Who so dend in sin that will not be restored to !

the life of grace ?

In this week also the Ciwrch, the Faithful
Spouse of him who loved Lar o denih, secms
to exhaust ali her heavenly resources 1o shew
inore fully the extent of her feelings, The most
beantiful and touching passages of tho Book of
lile are chiosen for her 1furgy. David, aud Isaius
and Jeremy, thr Prophet of Sorrows, are called
into requisition, and their thrilling words are

wedded to the wmost plaintive sounds of music,,

and accompnniea by the mostaffecting ceremo.

diction,distribution,nnd procession of the Psalin

~—her melancholy prophecies of the pussion,
and her Gospel narratives of the sufierings and
death ofier Spouse. Her altars ere nalked, de-
solate and covered with mourning. Ste and her
children fast according to his own prediction,
¢ for the sorrowful cays have comein which the
Bridegroom is taken away’ She has Ler Tene-
bree and office of mourning in which she bewails
the extinction of the ¢ Light of the world’ All
her sounds of gladness have died away, her
joyful words are heard no longer. 8he is fast-
ened to the Cross with Jesus The Cross is her
whole theme—-the subject of all her homage,
the Great Book which she presents to her chil-
dren, that they may read in its bloody pages all
the enormity of sin, and all the love of its Ds-
stroyer. In this week too her charity is un-
hounded. As Christ died for all, She prays for
all. Not only hererring and disobadient chil-
dven who have risen up ungratefully against
this best of Mother’s—not only those ¢ather
sheep which are net of her fold’ but theHeatlr-

en, the Infidel, nay, the Deicide Jew is included
i by name in her peiitions for merey.  ln Jbis
| week, she admits to pardon bsr penitent chik
I dren, and baptises Ler Catecliuntens in the foun-
{ tain of Regeneration.

Oh et us spend this Holy Week as becomes
the Saints. Let us renounce our © dead works,
iw serve the Living God® Let us hastei 1o Cals

vary with our Beloved Mother, and under tha
branches of the Tree ot Life which is plantedd
on iig suinnit, let us refresh our wearied souls -
and repose in peace. Let JesusCrucified bs
our only Knowledge,and his wounds ocur assured
‘ refiuge.

! Let us read them over one by one. and suffer
them to transfix our sonls ns arrows of divine
love. Let those bloody ape:tures iv the budy
of our King, Lie so many eloquent mouths 1o ex-
hort us to love him,  llis sacred side Lias been
opened for us, and a passage therghy made to
his tmost loving herrt.  Let us enter in by the
way of love, and emwhrace with our wiole
heurts that n.ost affcctionate Heart which loved
us so wuch, and vwhich we have so often cruel-
Hy wounded.  Let this be our refugo and ever-
lusting repose.  And when our hearts shall be

j entirely united to Jesus, let us die with Hiin on

nieg, every onoe of which is  au justructive Ser- | the cress, to sin, and we will Jeccrve to rise
tnon preachcd, through all the zenses, to the | with him at Easter to all the glories of & row
heart. In this wesk ghe has her Solemn Bene- ¢ life.
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Considerations on the Passion of Our
Lord.

CHAPTER L

A man from the lowest dregs of the
people was once accused of the crime
of treason. Being declared guilty of
having conspired against the state, and
ag'lmst the person of his sovereign, he
was condemned to the severest punish-
ment of the law, and the king swore
not to grant him his pardon. It was
necessary that his blood should flow,
in order to \\ipe away the outrage that
was offered to the majesty of the crown.

This monarch had an only son, the
object of his tenderest affections, and
the heir of his kingdom. The young
prince, hearing of the fate of this un-
fortunate suvject on the very day that
he was to be led forth to execution, was
moved with so ardent a desire to save
his life, that he formed the heroic reso-
lution of suffering in his place, in order
to deliver him from death. 1lle hasten-
ed to his father,and after having ob-
tained- from him a promise, under his
oath, to grant his request, he informed
him of his design, and conjured him to
allow him to be put to death instead of
his guilty subject. ‘T'he king was
stricken with astonishment at this un-
expected demand. His heart was rent
asunder with grief, and he shed an
abundance of tears. But he had sworn
a double oath.
the crime to escape with impunity, nor
refuse the life of the traitor to his son;
and-he was thus forced to give a con-
sent; which plunged bis paternal heart
in the most profound sorrow. Thisin-
roceat” victim asked another {avour,

—
which, as a dying request, his father,
notwithstanding his great reluctance,
could not refuse ; and this wasg, fo
adopt the guilty traltor in his place,and
to leave him the inheritance of his king-
dois.

The young prince set out for the place
of pumshment full of joy, and went to
announce to the real eulprit that he was
going to die in his place, and thereby
obtain, not only his pardon, but the
right of successicn to the kingdom. The
ouly return which he asked was, that
he should somectimes think of his bene-
factor, and repay him by a just aund
grateful affection for such prodigious:
love.

This unhappy wretch, careless of the
fate which asvaited him, was engaged
at the time in playing with his fellow-
prisoncrs. Ile did ot even condes-
cend to listen with any atteation te the
happy news; nay, at the very name of
the king’s son, he vomited forth a-tor-
rent of :eplmches against the young
prince.  Being delivered from his
chains, be ran with the multitude to
the public square.  He there beheld, -
with the utmost indifference, the gene-
rous prince, who was going to his ex-

He eould. not suffer;" A
b Irity to put to death him to whom he

ecution, in order to save him. All on
a sudden, being scized with an infer-
nal rage, he joined those who were in-
sulting his deliverer. He exceeded
there all in the outrages which he
heaped-upon him. Nay, like a demon,
he begged that he might be permitted
to take the place of the public execu-
tioner, and he actually had the barba-

owed his life.

O Christian souls, whose bosoms are
filled with tenderness and compassion,
methinks I hear vou exclaim, that this

lis but a rommance or a dream ; that the
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supposition of sueh a tale is absurd, | For the eonvenience of those who
and that such an instance of unparallel- | shall perform the Stations of the Cross,
ed love and basc ingratitude never took I will subjoin some geuncral topics for
place  Nevertheless, this tragic his-; meditation on the Passion, and form
tory, 1old by St. Bernard, in the formsubjects for nine day’s reflection, which
of a parable, is strictly true. That ex- ' may serve as a preparatory Novena to
traordinary benefactor, that noile, that ' any Feast cfthe Cross or Passion du-
generous, that compassionate, and most ' ring the year. My objeet shall be to
loving prince, is Jesus Christ ! and that | condense as much matter as possible in
traitor, that monster of ing.atitude, that ! a small space, leaving further considera-

base and blsody murderer, is guilty .
man ! |

If any thing can recall us from our |
sinful wanderings, or touch our erimi-
nal hearts ; if aught can excite us to
the love of Jesus, it must be the consi-
deration of all that this adorable Sa-
viour has endured for our salvation.
The benefit of creation, and a thousand
others, which he daily grants us, must
claim, without doubt, our most lively
gratitude. But the hili of Calvary is
peculiarly the mount of Lovers, the
cross is the great furnace of Love ; and
nothing is more calculated to gain our
hearts to Christ, than the sight of that
bitter chalice to which he condemned
himself, and which he drank to the
very last drop. The mighty work of
creating us from nothing, cost him but
a word ; whilst in order to expiate sin,
and restore the beauty of his image,
which sin had effaced in our souls, hel
spent thirty-thvee years on earth in
humiliations and sufferings, and died
between two thicves on an ignominious
gibbet.

Let us, then, fervently meditate on
this great mystery of divine love. Let
us follow our divine Redeemer, step
by step, in his dolorous passion. Let
us read our sins in his wounds, and en-
tering through his open side to his
most loving heart, let us contemplate
the love with which it burns for our
salvation.

]

tions and affections to the pions Chris-
tian himself, and to the heavenly light
and inspirations of that Divine Spirit,
“ who searcheth all things, even the
deep things of God;” and * through
whom the love of God is poured abroad
into our hearts.”

.

CHAPTER IL

MEDITATION ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST,
1S USEFUL TO ALL CHRISTIANS.

By its holy exercise sinners are as-
sisted in returning to God ; thosc who
have begun to do penancc ave enabied
to subdue their passions; those who
are advanced in God’s service, are en-
couraged in their progress to virtue,
and the perf.ct are united te Ged.

All the prodigies at the deah of
Christ are renewed by it in the soul> of
the faithiul. ¢ The eartl, trembles™
(Mati. xxvii. 51, 52.) that is, carthly
hearts are shaken by a salutary fear,
when they behold the terrible puaish-
ment inflicted on the Son ¢f God by
divine justice, foi the sins of others.
'The roeks are split asunder, being &of-
tened by grief for the sins which were
the cause of so much suflering toChrist.
The graves are opened by humbie con-
fession, unto the resurrection of a new
life. The veil of the temple is rent
from the top even to the boitom, so that
in blissful wvision we may behold the
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glory of the Lord, mednatmé both on:

the benefits or the divine perxectlons,,

and on the depths of the incarnation.
This *rock is a refuge to herons,” that is,
to sinners. Hither do purer souls flee
like doves, and build their nest in the '
recesses of this rock ;
harts, who are wont to seck the lofty

mountains, and whose conversation 1is.
in heaven, here find theirplace of rest.

From hence, * they suck honey out of
the rock, and oil out of the hurdest
stone.” (Deuteron. axxii. 13.)  For, |
in his paesian, Christ was Like tac hard-
est rock, in bearing torments and in-:
juries; and when that rock was struek,
there flowed out oil to heal our wounds, :
and the honey of divine consolations.

¥rom hence we may conclude what
end a Christian should propese to him-
gelf in incditating on the Passion, viz. :
either to purily his soul {rom sin, or to
advance it in virtue, or to unite it by
the most ardent love to God.

Moreover, we may consider the Pas-
gion as a subject, either of joy, or sor-
row,

It 15 a subject of joy, because in that |

mystery, the abyss of divine mercy is
disclosed, the gaie of héaven is opened,
the extent and depth of divine love are
exhibited, and the great value of man is
most clearly wanifesied. Hence, Abra-
ham seeing this day of the Lord’s Pas-
sion, in the ram which was substituted
for his son Isaac, “syw it and re-
Joiced,” (Genes. xxii. 13. John viii.
56.) and Christ himself in the Canti-
eles, terms this the day of his corona-
tion, of Lis cspousals, and of the jpy of
his heart. This mode of considering
the Passion is suited to the perfect.

The next mode is by way of grief
and compassion, because Christ has
suffered so much, and his sufferings

i A\ W— ==+ —

and others like

‘have been caused b) me. And ashe
himself felt so much sorrow and sadness
(it is just that I sl ould sympathize with
“him, lest that complaint which he made
.should be applicable to me: ¢ And I
looked for one that would grieve toge-
ther with me, but there was none; and
for one to comfort me, and I found
none.” Psal. Ixviii. 21.

Christ likewise drank the chalice of
his Passion, not only by enduring tor-
-mcnt in hs> body, but also b_y thinking
of his torments beforehand in his mind,
(Of the former, he said to the sons of
' Zebedee : ¢ Can you drink the chalice
‘which I am about to drink > Mat. xx.

: 2. Of the latter,there is the addition,
V(i St Mark, x. 38.) “Can you

| drink the ehalice which I drink ; or be
baptized with the baptism, with which
I am baptized ? as if he was cven then
daily drinking it, from the apprehen-
 sion of his lmpendmar torments. But
+in the garden of Gethsemani, he entire-
ly drained it. W herefore, we should
)endea\ our to drink our chalice in this
+ two-fold manner, both by conformity of
tsuffering, and an affcction of compas-
sion.

In this affection, we will follow the
example of the Mother of Christ,whose
soul was pierced through by the sword.
Luke ii. 33. This is also the peculiar
gift of God, concerning which we read
in Zacharias, (xii. 10.)  “ And they
shall look upon me, whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn, as one
mourneth for an only son.”

But this affection will not suffice, un-
l2ss there be a similitude in suffering—
either by voluntary punishment of the
bndy, or by cheerfully enduring thoss
afflictions which eome to us from others.
For amon«st the gifts of God. St. Paul
reckons: ¢ not onlv that you ghould
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believe in him, but also that you should
suffer for him.” (Phil. 1. 29.) And
of himself, he wurites elsewhere, (2
Cor. iv. 10) “always bearing about in
our body the mortification of Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus may be made ma-
niiest in our bedics.”  He also glories
in this: ¢ 1 bezr the marks of the
Lord in my body.” (Gal. vi. 17.)

From the exercise of these, we will
alsc obtain the desire of imitating those
heroic vir(ues, the living model of
which our Lord displaycd in his Pas-
sion. This is the principal end, and
is recommended by St. Peter, when he
suys, {iv. 1.) ¢ Christ, therefore, ha

ving suflered in the flesh, be you alsol

armed with the same thought.”

But, in order to obtatn the proposed
end in meditating en the Passion c¢f the
Lerd, we require preparation, not cnly
“on aceount of the general reason by
which we are obliged to prepare our
souls before prayer, that we may not be
“like a man who tempteth God.”
(Iscel. aviii. 23.) but also on this spe-
cial account, that our Lord himself pre-
pared with great earnestness for the
sufierings of his Passion.  Wherefore,
I will imagine, that Christ himself says
to me, “ Remember my poveriv—the

e ——— e - - ——— - - -~— -

| humbly, confidently, earnestly, and
with all possible purity of heart. In
stim. p. i. c. 2.

1. Humbly. XNot only bceause in
the beginuing of prayer, ¢ The justi
man is first accuser of himsels, (Prov.
xxiii. 17.) but also, by the special con-
sideration, that I have plunged my Sa-
viour into so much wmiscry, and this will
be to me a subject of great confusien.
Nay mcere, I will consider myself un-
worthy of assisting at the sufierings of
Christ.  For it was by greal privilege,
that he commuanicated the anguish of
his mind to his three disciples in the
garden, and that he wished St. Jobn
and Magdalen to be present with his
Mother at his death. But the proud
are hindered from beholding this spee-
tacle, as it is written in Job, (xxxvil.
124.) ¢ Therefore, men shall fear him,
fand all that seem to themselves to be
wise, shall not dare to behold him,

2. Confidenily. Because if I devotc
:myself to the consideration of this Pas-
. sion, § will share in those fruits and
‘merits, for which the Lord sullered.
"Three motives will excite this confi-
dence in me.  The great merjt of the
Passion itself—the great love of Christ,
“which induced him out of compassion

wormwood and the gall.”” (Lam. iii. 19) , for us, to become our advocaie—the
And I will answer him in the wordstexample of the good thief, who found
that follow the above, (20.21.) *“I:pardon and grace on the cross itself.

will be mindful and remember, and my
soul shall languish within me. These, 3. Earnestly; as Christ  himself
things I shall think over in my heart, | prayed before his Passion, nnt heavily,
therefore will T hope,” because the de-| or tepidly, like the siceping disciples.

vout conunemoration of the Passion of !

Christ excites great confidence. 4. Wilh a clean heart—such as we

' ought to present ourselves with, to re-

Our preparaticn then should be such|ceive so precious a liquor as the bleod
a5 St. Bonaventure prescribes. ¢ A|of Christ, flowing into our souls, from
man should begin so noble a work, |the effect of this heavenly m. ’itation.
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Nmna in hommr of the Passnon of lml"ht feel his sufferings, as if they were

Christ,

——

ON THE VARIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES OF OUR
IORD'S PASSION.

—

FIRST DAY.

Who is it that suffers ?

The Lamb without spot; who did
no sin, neither was guile found in his
mouth 1 Pet. ii. 22. The Holy of
Holies, to whom his spirit was ‘given |
'wlthout measure ; whom his very ecru-
cifiers acknowledged to be a just man,
and the son of God, when they said
with compunction (Matt. xxvii. 54.)
“Indeed, this was the Son of God ;”
and, (Luke xxiii. 47.) “Indeed this
was a just man.”

l1e suffers, who had entirely spent

himself in doing good to others; ¢ who
went about deing good, and healing all
that were oppressed by the devil.”?
(Acts x. 38.) So far, therefore, from
deserving such punishment, he merited
all obedience and love. Whence he
complains, (Ps. xxxiv. 12.) “ They re-
paid me evil for good.”

He that suffers,’is the great Lover of
Mankind, who became all things for us
—our Father—our Master—our Physi-
cian—our Redeemer—our Shepherd—
our Creator—our Beatxﬁm—the Spouse
of our souls.

A son should feel for the murder of
his father, and a spouse for the suffer-
ings of her bridegroom. How much
more should I not feel for the sufferings
and death of Christ, who even before
his Passion insinuated himself into our
inmost heart, by a wonaqerful sacra-
ment; in order, that we in return

3

| body ;

our own!

[NoTe.—At the close of this Meditation the
Litany of the Passion, or any other form of
prayer to our suffering Lord may be recited,
necording to each person’s devotion and lei-
sure.

SECOND DAY.

What does he saffer ?
His sufterings may be comprised un-
: der two heads——h!s external suflering,

| which our Lord himself called a Bap-

tism, and his internal, whieh he deno-
mmated a Chalice.

With regard to the former he suffer-
ed all kind of torment. In exterra
things ; because he was stripped of hi:
very garments, which were dividec
amongst them by his executioners, anc
he was crucified naked and in public
In his honour; every kind of contume
ly was offered him. ~ In his reputation
he was traduced in divers ways. In hi
virtues ; he was leoked upon as a Sa
maritan, as one possessed by a devil,a
a seducer, a glutton, and a wine drink
er, (John vii. 20. viii. 48.; Mat xi. 1¢
xxvii. 63.) a blasphemer and a reprc
batc. In his wisdom; he was cons
dered illiterate, as one become ma:
and a fool. Mark iii. 21. In his m
racles he was treated as an 1mgostor,
magieian, and one who worked throug
Beelzebub. Luke xi. 15. In b
he endured torments, which
themselves were the greatest of a
and which were heightened by the d
licacy of his frame. In his friend
because he was either deserted
them in the hour of distress,or becau
he suffered on account of what th
endured, and especially his blessed ¥
ther.
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Let us consider how he suffered in
each of his seuses.

His eyes were tormented in behold-
ing the actions and gestures of those
whoe mocked and derided him ; also,
in seeing the tears of those who loved
him. Uis eyes were aiso disfigured
with spittle, blinded with the blood
which streamed down from his head,
and worn out of their sockets by his
own tears.

His cars were horrified by listening
to the blasphemics, the false testimony,
and the unworthy accusations which
were made against him.

His smell was offended by the fetid
odour of Calvary, the place of skulls
and death.

Iis taste suftercd from the burning
thirst, and from tne vinegar and gall
that were offerad him to drink.

His touch suffered, for he was tor-
mented in all his members—also, by the
scourges, the thorns and the nails.

We may also reckon over the prinei-
pal parts of his body, and consider the
peculiar torment which he endured in
each; so that, it is true of Christ,
“ From the sole of his foot, even to his
head, there is no soundness in him.”
(Isaiasi. 6.)

His ingerior sufferings were of the
greatest degree, as we may infer from
his dieadful agony, his sweat of blood,
and his sorrow even unto death.

THIRD DAY.

From whom doeshe suffer ?

From men of cvery degree ; high and
low, rich and poor, lay and clerical,
Jews and idolators; from those on
whom he had conferred many Dbenefits
during the course of his public minis-
try.

! All thesc were excited ngainst him
by various motives. Some could not
1bear to be reproved by him for thewr
ivices 5 others dreaded the power of
Ceesar ; others were hurried alung by
a blind religious zeal

The persecutors of Christ were
urged on by the powers of darkness,
by the very devils themselves. For,
“ the devil put into the heart of Judas
to betray him.” John xiii. 2. And
Christ himself when apprehended said :
“This is your hour, and the power of
darkness. ¢ Luke xxii. 53. Neither
was our Lord delivered up to the pow-
er of Satan on the same terms as Job;
for the Devil was commanded to spare
his life, but for Christ no exception is
made.

The sufferings of Christ were also
ircreased from his knowledge of the
hearts of his tormenters. He knew the
demoniac rage with which they thirsted
for his blpod to be such, that the great-
ness and malignity of their hatred ex-
ceeded even the punishments which
they inflicted.

FOURTH DAY.

For wham does he suffer ?

For all mankind, without exception ;
to restore to God the honour of which
he was robbed ; to appease his wrath,
justly exeited against men, to procure
grace, and the necessary means of
eternal salvation for them ; to open to
them the gates of heaven, and purchase
for them the glory of endless beatitude.

An infinite ransom was required for
this great work ; because the sins of
men were innumerable, their malice
was infinite, as the M:jesty of God
whom they offended, was infinite.
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And a!thou"h on account of the n.ﬁ 1hme, S"ld he, a ba'mam, \\hcu,m I
nite divinity ofthe sufferer, one dronlmust be b.qm/.ed, and O how I am
of blood would have cuﬂxced yet he straitencd until it be accomplished!
was pleased to pour it out to the last’ { Luke xit. VU )5 that he embraced his
drop, thet his redemption might be plen- | sufferings when they drew nigh,where-
tiful and superabundant ; and that, as.as, there are many who professa desire
St. Bernard says, (Serm. 8 de Nativ.)!of sudering, but flee fro. it shen it

from the greatness of the remedy, 1

might be able to estimate the magnitude
{crucl and wicked enemies could invent

of my dan ger.

Moreover, as the whole of man w aclm inflict.

wounded, so he wished to suffer in:
every thing,

nzkedness to our cupidity, his lgnou,.
nics to our pride, &ec.

He suffers for his cnemics, even for
his verv murderers, that he mmht obtain
for them, from God, the pardon of their
Deicide ; and thus he prayed for them to
his Father on the cross; ; nay, he excused
ihem, and said, that ¢ lhe} hnew not
what they did.”

Hc zufiered for all mankind in such
a manner as to offer up his torments to
his I ather, for each. lle, therefore,
applied them to me in particular, and 1
can say with St. Paul, ¢ e that 10\ ed
me, and delivered himself for me.”
Galat. 1i. 20.

FIFTH DAY.

With what gentiments did he suf-
fer?

With those of the most ardent love,
of which St. Paul writes, “ That you
may be able to comprehend what is the
breadth and length and height and
‘depth; to know also the ch:mlv of
Chnst, which surpasseth all know-
ledge.” Ephes. iii. 18. 19.

The presis of this affection are, that
he ardently desired to suffer for us,

hal ue might apply 2 swt-{
able remcd\ to each of cur vices 3 nis:

1,that judged him unjustly.

'apprmchc:—ihat he was prepared

sutier c¢ven much wore than his most

©“lie was ofiered, beeause

"he himself willed it.?  Isui.

SIXTH Day.

What virtues did ke exhibit in his
Pagsion ?

He particularly wished to display
all virtues.  Ie came on carth as the
master, teacher, and model of virtucs,
and thus at the end of his life, he wz
desirous of giving, asii in 2 compen-
dium, a speeimen of all. He wmerited
those virtues, for us by his Passion; it
was, therefore meet, that by the wvery
acts of those virtues he sheuld mernd
them for us. »

Many of his virtues were before ob-
scured ; they are now brought {nrwand
and npeni\ displaved, as if he weie lea- -
ing them to s @s Tis last will, according
to what he said of charity. ¢ Thes is my
commandment.”

e cxercised those hercic acts, the
practices of which he terms blessed—
poverty of spirit, even to his garments,
for he hapgs naked : and humibity,w’ ch
is so nearly ailied 1o poverty, being n.ade
“ the reproach of men, and the outcast
of the people.” (Ps. xxi. 7.) Meek-
ness; “who, when e was reviled, did
not revile, when he suffered, he thr"at-
encd not, but delivered himself ;‘o him
(1 Pet. 1,
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20.) And, ¢ he was led like a sheep to;
the slaughter, and as a lamb before his
shearers, he opened not his mouth”’
(Isai, s. 1. 7.)  iie mourned, when)
“ with a strong cry and tears, he offered |
up prayers and supplicetions on the
cross.”  (Heb. v. 7)) Nay, his wholel
Lody perspired blood,through the great- |
ness of his gricefll

He thirsted after justice, as he was
destrous of all the couditions of justice,
and of purchasing, even with s life,
true jJustice for us, saying, “I thirst.”?
He was so merciful, that he delivered
himself entirely vp w relieve our miser- *
ies, which exciied the compassion of his |
tender heart, and therefore, bis sacri-
fice was most pleasng to bLis Fathcr.{
“ For it was fiting we should have such |
a priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, sepa-
rated from sinners”  [ileh. vii. 2C.)
He was a peace maker, because by his
death he reconciled us ty God.  “ But
now in Christ Jesus, von who semetimes
were afar off, are made nigh Ly the
blood of Christ.  For he is vour peace, !
who hath made Loth one”  Ephes. ii.
15. 14, la fine, he sufiered for justice
sake; and ali ihove thingz which he
foretold his  disciples would sutier, he
hunself endured in the highest degree.
When men shall revile you and perse- !
cute you, and speak all that is evil;
against you, untruly, for my sake,” &c.

Matt.v. 1. !

I1is obedience is 10 be specially con- |
sidered from the words of the Apostle,
“ He humbied himzelf, being made obe- |
dient unto death.” Phil, . S. I

This obedience was in a most diffi-!
cult matter. It was most entire: Jesus |
knowing that all thing: were now ac-
complished, that the Scripture might|
be fulfilled, said, I thurst, (John xiv.|
3§.) that e punishment ot his drinking |
vinegar should be executed.

do not resist. I have not gone back.
I have given my body to the strikers,
and my cheek 10 them that phlacked
them. I have not turned away my face
from them that rebuked e, and spit
upon me,” (Isaias 1. 56.) from whence,
we may perceive, hkewise, that his obe-
dience was most humble. It was an obe-
dienes constant unta death, and an obe-
dience of love. © That the world may
know that I love the Father, and as the
Father hath given me commandment, so
Ldo” (John xiv. 31.)

SEVENTII DAY.

What journies or stations did Christ
make 11 his Passion > When, wher-,
and i what circumstances did he suf-
fer ?

11is journies or stations, Were scven.

1. From the chamber of the Jast sup-
per Lie weatinto the garden, where ke
was sorrowlui,prayed and sweated drops
of bload.

2. From Gethsemani, where he was
apprehended, he went 1o Anpas.

3. From Apfias to Caiphas.

4. Fromgﬁ}'ghas to Pilate’s hall.

5. From thence 1o the palace of He-
rod.

6. From Herod back to Pilate.

7. Fromthence, alter his condemna-
tion, to Mount Calvary.

With regard to each of these, we may
form various considerations, such as, on
the Person and Dignity of the Sufferer,
his interior feelings, his steps, his words,
& c., his attendants, the peoplelby whom
he was surrounded, the placesto whi:n
be was led
He suffered infthe flower of his age,
the bloom of youth, at 1.c festival ot

mn

His obedience was most prompt. - 1} the Pasch, whenthere wasa great con-
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course of the Jewish people. in the ruyal
city and metropolis of the kingdom.

He suffered on Calvary,a pyblic, ex-
posed and infamous place, a place of
skulls and death,

e did so ; thatas he died for all, he
mizht be seen by all, that he might be
subject to more ignominy and horror,
and to signify, ihat by his death, he
avould vivify the bones of the dead.

He chose midnight, and an ignoble,
wretched dwelling for his birth place 10
conceal his glory; but he suflered at
mid-day, for his greater confusion, that
his death might be more notorious, that
his misery might be more fully seen, and
to shew the supreme ardour of his love,
by which he offered himself a holocaust
for our sins.

He suffered between two thieves, and
in the sigiitof a great multitude, most of
whom were the slaves and agents of the
devil.

EIGHTH DAY.

What we-2 the sorrows of the blessed
Virgin on account of the spflerings of
her Son? :

They were proportioned to her love,
which was of the highest ' degrec, be-
cause

1. He was her Son, according
ture, and entirely hers, for she had con-
ceived him without a father; and she,

[

therefore, had the combined love of a;

father and mother for him.

this Divine Spirit stimulated her love.

2. Because he was her First-born.and |
Only-begotten Son, circumstances which |
aggravated her grief, ns we read in Za-!
charias. “And they shall nourn for
him, asoae mourneth for an oriy son ;-

r to na--

Moreover, :
she conceived him by the overshadowing -
of the Holy Ghost, whois Loveitself, and ;

"LV

"and they shall grieve over him, as the
j manoer is to aricve for the death of the
{first-horn. (aii. 10.)

i 3. Onaccount of their wonderful re-
fsemablance to each other ; thus mothers
z are wont to love thase of their children,
twho are most like themsclves.  But
t Christ, in his entire body and maaner
greatly resembled his mother ; and she,
hkewise, resembled him in bis excellent
babits aad virtues.

4. Onaccount of the wonderful sanc-
tity and wisdom of Christ.  For charity
properly regulated, has the greatest love
for those that are most holy, because they
are mostlike to God. Ifto thislove, that
of nature, which is the greatest possible
tin a mother for her son, be added,the love
is wonderfally increased, and consc-
quently, the grief is more vehement. And
if the daughters of Jerusalem bemoaned
; him so much, because they knew his in-
1 nacence, what must his Mother have felt,
who knew him so well,and so intimately.

5. Onaccount of the inestimable
benefits she had received from Christ,
for, he that is mighty had done great
things for her ;and particularly, he made
her his Mother, and rendered her worthy
of being his Mother. Now, love is
| grateful, and is always anxious to make a

refurn.  How, then,must she not have
!been affected, at the sufferings o1 her
: benefactor, and of such a benefactor !

! 6. Becauseher San was also the son
., of God. To maternal love then, she add-
“ed, that of the creature for the Creator.
When she was, therefore, interiorly filled
" with a sense of his divine excellence, and
mostardently loved her God in her Son,
his unoierited and cruel sufferings must
| have really pierced through her tender
! heart.

7. Becausc the spirit of the blessed
Virgin was united with God, and there-
fore, with her Son. Hence, she must
have considered and felt his sufferiags,

H
i
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asif they were her own. She knew,!
also, that her grief afllicted the heart of

her Son, and this pierced her
with new sorrow.  Morever, her
gricf was very much increased,

because she well understood all those
circumstances of our Lord’s Passion,
which were heretofore mentioned, and
from which we are to form a proper es-
timate of the bitterness and magnitude
of his sufferings. Oh, how truly did the
sword of grief pierce through her soul.

——

An Exposition ef the 21st Psalm,

BY A CATHOLIC PRIEST.
THE TITLE.
UNTO THE END: FOK THE MORNING PROTE CTION—
A PSiLM FOR DAVID.
ARGUMENT,

This Psalm so evidently treats of
the Passion and Resurrection of our
Lordy that it ouldw be very absurd
to sttempt explaining it in any other
sense.  ‘The uile relaies to the Resuor-
rection, which is signified by the words,

{ Morning Protection, or Susception. For

1 the Resurrection took place in the mor-

-ning and throvgh the power of God,

?. who lifted up Christ, as 1itwere, from the
. i tomb, and broaght him to life, according
" to thatsaying of the Psalmist, [ have risen
up, because the Lord hath protected me.
(Ps. 1i. 6). ‘'T'he Hebrew word, aicleth,
signifies a stag, or according to some, a
star. But the seveniy-two interpreters
i have properly translated it, protection,
! ¢ - because with them the verb aial means,
my will, but thine be done.’ | to protect.  Neither is there a great dif-
_ Humility.  Amidst so much suffer- [ ference between this meaning and the
ing, ignominy, contempt, and grievous|ilebrew readings of Morning hart, or
accusations of Jesus, who is condemned | Morning star. Al relate to Christ’s re-
as a malefactor, she is not ashamed 1o surrection, becaus= at his resuriection he
acknowledge herself openly as his Mo-!is justly compared to a star, for he arose
ther, and to share in all his ignominy. clothed with hght as with a garment,

Fortitude and greatness of soul:'and le savs of himself in the last chap-
though she is filled with the most deadly : ter of the Apocalypse, I am the bright
snguish at the sight of her agonizing 'and morning star” He is also like a hart,
Son, she does rot sink under her grief, | or a doc. both because poisonous animals
but stands before the cross, and con- ' ¢an do noinjury to a hart, which even
templates those immense sufferings,!With its breath drawe out serpents from
which with such cruel pangs affliet her | their holes, and kills them, as St. Jerome
heart. : ton this psalm, aud St. Basil on the xxviii-

Charity for mankind ; she is not in- | 355¢rt 5 thus Christ, with the breath of
dignant at the murderers of her Son,but | 'S Mouth will destroy the impious, and
rather bas compassion on their blind-! "3 uninjured by all the persecutions of
ness. And because, he endured his } the wicked ; and also because a hart flies
sufferings for the salvation of all, his most swiftly into the highest mountains;
pious Mother, after the cxample of her{from whence Christ is frequently com-

. pared in the canticles, to the young hare
Son, offered them up to God the Father, bounding over the hills. For onthe day
even for those wheo crucified him.

of his resurrection he ascendsd in. the

(Lukeii. 35.)

NINTH DAY.

What were the virtues exhibited by
his Mother during the Passion of her
Son ? '

Resignation of her own will: con-
formably to that saying of Christ, ¢ Not
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tost rapid flighe from hell and death, to impassable, and insensible to pain.  He
a glorivus and itnmortal life. “therefore, at the point of death declared

This psalm is recited by the church in!that he was really man, that he was real-
the Morning Office for Good-Friday, and {1y capsb’e of suifering, and that being
ulso at that most affecting ceremony of forsuken by his Father, ke cxperienced
stripping the altar of all 1ts ornaments.lin his inmost soul the bitterness of his
and linens, to represent the nukedness passion.  Hence, he says, My Giod, my
and abandonment of Christ in hisPassion, God. Christ, in the form of a servant,
which takes place at the close of Divine calls the Father Hiis God, because at that
Service, on Holy Thursday and Good- hour he properly worshipped him as a

- ——— ——a

Friday.

1. O God, my God, look npon m:; why
hast thou forsaken me? Far from my
salvation are the words of iny «ias,

David speaks in the person of Christ
on the cross, and at the height of lus ago-
ny, as appears {rom the gospel of St.
Mathew. (xxvii. 46.) in which we read,
that when Christ was about to expire, he
said, My Gosd, my God, why hast thou
forsuken me ? which are the first words
of this psalm, for the words, look upon
me, are not found in the ilcbrew, bu
were added in the Septuagint, for the
sake of clucidation. But when Christ
complains to God of bemrg abandoned,
he does not mecan that he was forsaken
by the person of the Word, as if the hy-
postatic union were dissolved, or that he
was deprived of the favour and good will
of his Father; bu. merely signifies. that
by God’s permission, he was to suffer in
his humar nature those dreadful torments

and that ignominious deaih, from which;

God, it he picased. might have casily de-
Jivercd him.  Neither did this complaint
arise from impatience, or ignorance. as
if Christ was not aware of the cause of
his passion. or did not cheerfuliy submit
to be fursaken by his Father, but it was
a kind of declaration of his most bitter
sufferings.  For as during she whale
course of his Passion, the Redecmer had
borne every thing with so much patience,
that not even a sigh was heard to es-
cape him, all might have imagined that
by some superior power he was rendescd

0

itrue God, and offered him the sacri-
i fice of his body, the most excellent of
“all the sacrifices that were ever made.
i Look upon me. e intreats him to look
rat the situation 1o which he is placed
“for Lis bonour, to acknowledge the cbe-

idience of his Son, and to accept the sa-
,crifice which he offers him for the human
race. Why hast thou forsakenme ? This
is not only a declaration of his sufferings
as we have said above, but also a certam
Lexpression of astonishment. as if he had
“said, Can it be possible that you would
“ailow vour dearly Leloved and only S
i to sufler this extremity of torture 7 Thus
“we read, So God loved the world, as to
‘aive his only Sea, (Jobniil. 16.) and He
“cdid not spare his own Son, but deliverad
thum up for us all.  (Rom. viii. 32.

E Far from my salvation are the words
tof my sins. That is, 1 have sud that 1
tam justly forsaken in my suflerings, be-
i cause; the ernimes of the whole world,
Pwith which T have charged myself, are
.incompatible with my dehiverance, forin
“order to expiate then, I must sutlor and
dic.—"That Christ charged himself with
our sins, as if they were his own, is fre-
quently asserted in the scriptures. Be-
“hold the Lamb of Gad, who takethaway
the sins of the world, (John 1. 22)) Iz
bore our sins 1n s budy, upun tae wood.
(f. Pet. i 21y The Lord hath laid up-
on humn e imquity of us wl (Isaias ind
6.)  Hun,whoe keew not sin, he made
s for us, (2 Cor. v Z1.) thatis, a victim
Jor sin. As, therefore, a victim for ~in
.must be immvlated, in order to expiate

ML
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sm, delcfnre Christ having become the | Ye | Iunng hearts draw nigh : here lovs doth

victim for the sins of the whole w orld,!

properly says : Far from my salvation are |
the words of iy sins: that is, | cannot |
escape death, because the sins ot the |
whole world, are laid upon me, i order ;
to atone for them. The words of my sins !
is a Hebrew phrase, for they use thel
term dabar, a word, to denote a matter, 5
or circumstance. '

2. ¢ 0O my God, [ shall cry by day, and:
thou wilt not hear : and by mnht and !

dwell,
. Love here is kindled—love all pure and true,

Iis earthly dross the flames off heaven expel :

Limmortal what remmins.

Pray’r ever watchful in this blest abade,
The star of mworn with gladsuine voice pro
claims:

The pleasing hours glide by in pruise to God,

His praise beguiles our days

"The rolemn helt awakes with morning fair;

its
'

mage lowd with the bland zeph)ra vuice
m"les, wafling on the trem’lous air
Our "e'ulv murnring sighs.

itshall not be TC’)J;Ld as fo]lj in me.” ! O'er hnng with rocks, beneath a vault coneeal-

tie a’bam assans anather reason tnz
prove, that he is forsaken, and without;
any hope oftempom! deliverance. Tshall ]
cry by day, sayvs nie, and by oight | shail|

ed
An alar stand ; ist tf)me Almighty Lord ?

"Yes tlane! by love comtmmed, 1o fuith reveal-

ed,
Thon deignest here to dwell.

cry, and thou wilt not hear me, so as to ! Reason, he still ! and let iny heart adore.

deliver me fromdeath. (e seems toal-|
lude to the two prayers which Lic otfered ;
one by nigut, n the garden, and ti:
other during the day, on the cross. And |
it shall not be reputed as foliy in me.

That is, my exclamations by day and  These

night (umnnt be imputed to me as folly ;

for although I am aware tha. I swill not:
be heard, so as to by delivered from tem- !
poral dmm vet 1 cry ont with reason, |

The cross,~~the Savivur’s cross new light afs

fords ;

A dying God appears !—1 doubt no more:

No—luve dath love explain.

' These heads that humbly  beud, these hearis

that glow,

perfumes sweet, these sighs that heav'n-

wird rise,

. These transports and these hearts of Jove that
How,

Procluim—here dwells thy God !

because | ]\now the principal intention Favour'd of Heaven ! hy our example swayed,

of my prayver will be accomplished—viz. |

that 1 should redeem the human rﬂce,l
and not be detained in death, but raised |
up to immortal hfe. [To be continued.;
—_———
HOLY WIERK.

FROYM TUX FRENCH OF LAMARTINE. (
Here dies away the warid's decun" sound.
Lo ! herse the port, ve starless mariners !
Approaci ! approach ! here reigne o cicmn pro- !

fonnd
Yt not the cabin of death.

Xo ciowds are here, no glonmy fempest lowers.

A pureand equal Lzht here ziads the soul,

Lizht which tiie Lving ~un cominna) pours
From the bright domes of Heaver.

Lixe men wio <lcoy befare the dawsn is gone

I vouth our vision’s o’er, we ta this hotre

Repaired: real joy s ours, w hile you dream on. !
Awake ! unake! ‘s day.

Like the poor beggar of some palace gate,
\h;. 1{rom fur adore, and  bewd my head
To him who gives you peace.

"Oh bid my willing praise with vours be told,

My incense with vour incense mount to heav'n ;
s Earth's children to the angel choir of old
Their feeble accents joined. 3
Each morn my wenary life declines apace ;
P full of qu of sorrows, anid removse.
* This bumble shed beneath I ask apioce,
Here by the sainted dead.

e e S
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't'o the Bishops, Clergy; and Laity of the Catholic Church of British North
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IMITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, from the French.
_THE DEVOTION AND OFFICE ot the Sacred Heart of our Lorn Jests Cuwist. Bound
"8imo. and embossed in roan with plates.
CATECHISTICAL CONFERENCES on the Holy Eucharist, by the Rt. Rev J. Lanigan, D.B.
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