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DEVOTED TO PRONUNCIATION AND AMENDED SPELING.

Vor.11,14.

ToroNTO, CANADA, April, 1900.

N 64.

THE BATL OF CHICAGO.
As anounced (p.50) “the congregation,”
a body governing Chicago university, met
on 3d Jan, about introducing intoall the
university publications (sevral jurnals,
calendars, etc.) these twelv spelings:

altho demagog prolog thorofare
catalog pedagog tho thru
decalog program thoro thruout.

It took all afternoon to thrash it out thor-
oly. Prof.T. C. Chamberlain led, suport-
ed by Prof’s Judson, Blackburn, Tolman,
Terry. The oposition leader, Prof. Paul
Shorey, was absent, but Prof’s Hale, Ab-
bot, Capps and R.F. Harper suplied, Hale
insisting that efectiv reform requires al-
fabetic enlargement, others tho't such im-
practicabl (forgeting that j, u, w, ar fresh
aditions). Presnt speling was shown to
be “irregular, inconsistent, irrational” hav-
ing “a sinister moral and intelectual efect
on erly education.” The vote was 20 for to
16 against the resolution that

“Adoption by the board of the University Pres
for use in oficial publications of this university
of the list of words with changed spelings adopt-
ed by the National Educ'nal Aso'n be aproved.”

The 16 wer of two clases: one oposes all
change; the other favors radical sientific
reform—objecting to having the (g)nat of
Revized Speling oferd whileredy to swallo
the camel of New Speling. The latter clas
is perhaps larger and seems likely to hav
more influence when the question is setld.
Prof. R. F. Harper (Semitic lang’s) said:

“It wud be more sensibl to hav a system more
fonetic for speling all words. Ispoke and voted
against the motion not becaus I do not favor re-
form but becaus I disliked the way changes wer
introduced. They go ahed unsientificaly without
plan {?]. They cater to sentiment by changing
a few words at first, then gradualy introducing
more—disastros at last. Make sientifie revision,
laying all sentimment aside t acomplish reform.”

Muny radicals suport this. Some favor
awaiting more genral demand for changed
speling, others wish to perfect a system
for use now in university publications—
a course puting Chicago university in the
van, difrent from the one pursued by that

THE HYRALD is publisht (with misionary ob-
ject)in Jan., Aprii, July, Oct.,at 57 Harbord St.,
Torontd, Canade. SURBSCRIBRE AND DISTRIBUTE
in leters, in scools, privatly in a hundred ways.
8 copis'to one adress 25 cents a year in advance;
20 copis, 50 cents; 45 copis, $1; 100 copis, $2.
Issues for a pastyear,10c. IForenstamps taken,
Yur influence to extend circulation is solicited.

of Padua in like case (see p. 50).

The literary faculty, strange to say, ar
inactiv, indifrent. The strugl is between
sience and clasics, the old fight between
which crops in here and afects the prob-
lem. A professer said:

“Clasicists fear New Speling wil take away a
strong argument for study ot Latin and Greek,
removing all [?] resemblance between English
and Latin words. Sientists, acustomd to save
time and mental labor at evry posibl turn, see a
chance to shorten the road to noledge by cuting
off square corners in speling. Clasicists cling to
old forras becaus they love them.” )

Prof. R. F.Moulton, Shakspearian scolar
and literary critic, thus exprest the indif-
rence of the professers in his department:

“New Speling wud afect literature very litl.
Words wud sound the same, and sound is of most
importance in literature. Removing foren end-
ings wud not mater much one way or other. We
hav dropt some now. Many literary men of rep-
utation who hav studid the question more than I
tel me the change wud Dbenefit our literature.”

During January, it was tho’t other uni-
versities wud folo suit, when (on3d Feb.)

“A change came o’er the spirit of my dream.”
The university senat vetoed the congrega-
tion’s action. Z'he Times-Herald said

“By a close vote . . . . the senat’s decision . .
is final for a time. . . . Chief arguments against
change wer that the reform was of doutful bene-
fit becaus afecting so few words, not radical enuf.
Sevral educaters objected to making the univer-
sity a pioneer [sheding a halo of glory—they pre-
ferd to imitate Padua). Pres't W. R. Harper, re-
sponsibl for bringing the question up at first, was
not calld on to vote. He is said to favor change
but did not care to turn advocat.”

Manifestly, the risingtide of shorter and
beter speling sets in two directions:
(1) Old Speling revized, (2) Sientific (or
New) Speling. Thesenat’s act is granny
sweeping bak the tide with her broom!
It is unlike Chicago to be swept bak. A
thwart but spurs and nervs to action.

NEWS-NOTES AND COMENTS.

—Our thanks ardue kind frends (Kim-
ball, Coleman, Marriot) who kept us posted dur-
ing the batl of Chicago by acting as war cores-
pondents, sending prom(p)t dispatches.

—The Toronto World, a bright, newsy,
crisp, morning daily newspaper in its twenty-
first year, has long been a favorit as a succinct
news-epitome and (with us) becaus of uzing such
comendabl wordforms as honor. program, plow,
ax, wagon, etiquet, mold. On 16th Jan., it began
use of the N. i, A’s twelv words and keeps it up
thruout (that is, advertizements and all). The
riter met its editer, W. F. McLean, M. P..'in the
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street-cars. Asking for news of the greatest re-
form on erth, he soon receivd recent clipings
from Chicago papers, and nexs day The World
proclaind its advance in practis. My MeclLean
exprest strong convictions on these three points:
(1) The first thing to be done is to staash the Old
Sneling fetish. (2) A type-seting m ichine costs
«3000; a type-riter, $1C0. With so much capital
investedin these expensiv machines (wich an ex-
peusiv operater of euch) way keep both maqhine
and operater one our or so evry day puting in si-
lent leters? They crowd out useful mater, filing
space greatly needed. (3)Genral change of ph
to f shud soon be bro't about. So far as we no,
but one objecter to The World's advance has yet
apeard, the musty-stale etymologic objecter, an-
serd editorialy.

—TheJournal of Education (London) for
December had leters on fonetics from Mr Atkin-
son and Mr Drummond, the former advocating
them in acquisition of languages, the latter (in
reformd speling) for scool purposes.

—Hardly any one in the worid of let-
ers declines now to acnoledge the desirability of
Speling Reform, tho left to next century to cary
it to efect.—Phonetic Journal’'s Annual Adress.

—Anglo-Saxon has grownand continues
to gro very satisfactorily. Text-books in Latin
Ao much harm by fostering beiief that English
is not a decent language in which to lern clasics.
The idea stil clings to some professers that it
is hardly fit to be uzed. With this I disagree en-
tirely, and think it not inferior to any.—Prof.
Skeat, as president Mod. Lang. Asociation.

—All the most valuabl improvements
made recently in etymology hav resulted mainly
_from study of fonetics acompanid by close and
careful observation of ritn formsin erly manu-
scripts. Spoken uterance realy constitutes words
and sentences; ritn caracters ar mainly symbols,
convenient for recalling such words and senten-
ces, but stil subservient and subordinat. [Moul-
ton corroborates this on page preceding]. Ispeak
feelingly, becaus in iy own education 1 was lefs
to éoik up Irench and German sounds as best I
cud, with scarcely any help.—Prof, Skeat, ibid.

—Tue HEraLp, 57 Harbord st., Toron-
to, Canada, (no more, no les) is the best way to
adress the most advanced jurnal on erth. Then
ther wil be no mistakes made with the Christian
Ende(a)vor Herald on Richmond st., nor with a
cortn patent-medicin, cure-all Herald.

—The Chicago T'rzbune (alas! shade of
Medill!) of 21st Jan. had an articl against speling
reform by Ira W. Howerth, Ph. D, instructer in
sociology, Chicago university. It isverbose and
lernedly weak—extremes meet. Near the end it
tels us: “All that I havsaid against sp. ref. aplies,
of cours, only to sweeping irrational proposals.
Ther must be change, ther must be prosres, but
it shud be along old lines——by growth.” Mean-
time, the sociologist’s co-laborer, Sermitic linguist
R. F. Harper,is at the oposit pole. One says“‘Go
slo, gro;” the other: “Thro aside sentiment, let' s
hav brand-New (sientific) Speling.” The world
is wide enuf, our platform broad enuf, for both
to work in harmony, both resuits uzed concur-
ently, one a syndrom or alternativ of the other.

—A Cristmas card, dainty in its neatnes,
conveyd greeting to THE HERALD by this legend:

“Frendship, like theivy, clingz
To olden times and olden thingz.
May Cristinas bring yoo Joy and the New Year
evry Happines from Mr and Mrs Drummond, S.
Nicolas Hous, Hetton-le-Hole,” Eng. [speld so.]

—The Department of Superintendents
of the N. E. A. met for sevral days in March in
Chicago. About 1000 wer prezut from all direc-
tions, especialy from states contiguos. The com-

mittee on speling refovm advized no new steps,
declaring the greas need of the day is to estab-
lish wmore firnily and widely the changed spel-
ings alredy adopted by the Asociation. In view
of this need they urged (by resolation) N. E. A,
directers to aprupriate 31000 a year for five years
for sp refin propaganda under dircction of: Dr
W.T. Harris, pres's, Dr N, M. Butler (Columbia
University) 1st vice-p., Pres't W. R. Harper (Chi-
cazo Univ)), 2d vice-p., Sup’t F. L. Soldan (Saint
Lounis), Prof. F. J. Child (Harvard), Dr Ward
(editer of Independent), Prof, Lounsbury (Yale),
W. D. Howells, sup't andrews (Chicago), Benj.
E. Smith (managing editer Century dictionary).
The committee explaind that while these men
had not all been cousulted, all wer wel-known as
ernest advocats of sp. reform. It authorized the
commision to fil vacancies in itself, certn that
enut wud accept to organize and siart a definit
movement to mend speling. It aroused consid-
erabl discusion, being suported by Sup't Bright,
Col. Pavker, and others. A motion to refer the
report to the directers without recomendation
was voted down. A motion to accept the report
and make it a special order at the next mceting
of superintendents was carid.

—The Intellgence,n jurnal of education,
in its 21st year, furnisht information for the par-
agraf above. B, O. Vaile is ed:ter and publisher
at Oak Park, Il11., a suburb of Chicagoe. It putsin
practis quite a number of amended spelinygs.

—Chicarzo advocats of beter speling ar
neither suuft out nor discuraged, but hopeful.
The “close vote” recorded by the Times-Herald
was a simpl turn-the-seale of one, that wad hav
been a tie had Pres’t Harper voted. Besides, ther
was a bare guorum presnt. Ther is reasou to
hope, or even to no, that among absentees beter
counsels wil prevail. When another pul comes
the result may be difreat, unles the folly of ret-
rograde, old-worid Padua is to be repeated in
progressiv, new-world Chicago.

—Gleaninys in Dee Culture, semi-month-
ly (Medina, O., L a year), is disposed to practis
some revized speling, but objecters among sub-
seribers prevent. Habit, prejudice and unreason
nrevail. Get peopl to reasow: tne botin drops
out of their case.

—This invites yu to subscribe.

LITERATURE.

L’EcrrrorE PioNETIQUE, par Paul Passy,
Doctenr es-lettres, Directeur-adjoint a 1'Ficole
des Hautss Etudes, 2me edicion, L franc, Paris,
Librairie Populaire, 119 B'd Sebastopol.

Lus Soxs pt Fraxcars, leur Formacion,
lenr Combinacion, leur Representacion, par
Paul Passy, 5me ed., 14 tranes, Paris, Librairie
Firmin-Didot, 56 Rue Jacob.

L Eeriture Phonetique 1s a pamflet of
17 pages 12mo—a popular, tho brief, exposition
of how to uze the International Asoc'n’s alfabet
to record specch. Principls ar discust in three
pages, the alfabet defined in two more, a vis-a-vis
specimen of French is ou p. 6, seript forms on p.
7 (and 23), applications to IFrench take pages 8 to
21, pages 22 and 23 giv the alfabet's extension to
other tungs. Pages 25 to 47 giv a vers (John iij,
16) in 137 langoages or dial(_:cts.

Les Sons du Franenis is a paper-coverd
hook of 199 pages 12mo, going over much the
same ground as L’Ecriture Phonetique but dis-
cussing it thoroly, a ful treatis on fonetics. After
considering noises and sounds in genral and the
production of speech-sounds in particular, a no-
tation for them is reacht (p. 21). Part2d (p. 23 to
120) treats all fenomena of speecin and the con-
stitution of language, as intensity, pitch, quality,
sylabification, duration, intonation, dubl sounds
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clasification and aspects of vowels and conson-
ants, their combination, asimilation, elision, fu-
sion. Part 3d uweats of lanuage-representation
exemplified by 170 versions of John iii, 16. .

A brief statement as to Passy’s work is
in order: Bell gave usan entiraly new set of sym-
1y)is. not Rowmanie, not familiar—Visibl Speech.
.15 did the same in Xoman forms—Palaeotype.
& vaat givs another version—Visibl Speech reviz-
¢ i ioloing Bell. Passy givs a Roman notation,
comparabl to Paleotype, but siimpler, les ciumsy.
Quite cosmopolitan and polyglos, with ful view
of the labors of Bell, £1lis, Sweet, Storm, Vietor,
Helmbholts. Sievers, Donders, Bruecke, Western,
and many others, he is yung, a recent expounder
of fouetic sience, an expert fonetician. [By the
way, Fonetics and New Speling ar very difrent
tields, tho adjacent, overlaping—don't forget it.
Orthoepy is a bridge becween them.}

CORESPONDENCE.
PRONUNCIATION OF hranch, ETC.

Srr: Not satisfied with bransh, Frensh,
insh, etc., I practist daily for two weeks
and can only pronounce it bran [, with a
perceptibl paus (to relax organs) before [,
bran'f with t faint but perceptibl, or bran(
with n aproaching i, Spanish n, (and per-
haps t). Penséon is hardly in point as n
and ( ar in separat sylabls giving time to
relax, as in bran . Old soldiers around
here say pen-tfon or peii-fon.

A sister,a brother, and a frend succeed-
ed no beter than I with braush. Thisdoes
not sho that it cannot be pronounced but
that considerabl efort [to overcome habit]
is required. As motion is toard least re-
sistance, brant(, if not alredy curent,tends
to become so. I do notobject toorthoepic
reform [choice?] where desirabl, but n{ is
a reform in an unnatural direction, per-
haps departure from former uzage. Web-
ster (Introduction, p. Ixiv, §3) says:

“To ch in bench, bunch, clinch, drench, inch,

trench, wrench, and many others, Walker givs .
. the sound sk [(] insted of ¢h {t{], as bensh, insh,
ete. It wud seem by this and other exampls of
rong notation that the anthor had been acus-
tomd to some local peculiarities, either in Lon-
don, where all kinds of dialect ar herd, or some
other place. In this he givs a pronunciation dif-
rent from other orthoepists, one I hav never
herd in either England or this cuntry. His nota-
tion is palpably rong, ours. . universaly corect.”

This, in absence of proof tothe contrary,
shows that nf, or aproach toard it,is an
English habit contracted since 1800. The
speling ch raises presumption in favor of
t{: burdn of proof is on those who change.
Yu say yu ar neutral. If stil so, stik to old spel-
ing. Change comits. The old may be defended
on the conservativ principl: retain old speling if
it represent pronunciation in goo4, reputabl use.

Addison, N. Y, . . E.B, THORNTON.

[The Standwrd dictionary (page 2105)
recognizes both: “lck, nch, as in filch, etc.,
lunch, étc., by English orthoepists genraly
pronounced lsh, nsh.” It apears mater of
choice. Conventional decision (platform,
plank 10) is requisit. American orthoepy
in this, as in much els, reflects older speech. It
deservs fuler consideration.—EDITER.}

CRITICAL COMPARISON BEGUN.

The riter on “Av. Am. Pron.” (p. 56) is
not avers to criticism. Readers ar askt to
consider his work on its merits. We pre-
fer to hav readers decide. We call aten-
tion to Blackmer’s work becaus it is « re-
swlt, not a wild scheme dremt over night
or hatcht before brekfast; nor is Mr B. of
a clas denounced by Dr Sweet (HERALD,
Jan., '97) us “hatching one scheme after
another.” Their day is (or shud be) past.
Now we shud sumarize and harmonize re-
sults of filty years of work and agitation—-
not ponder briefly, then whoop ‘“Eurekal!”

On second tho’ts, noing THr HERALD
apears seldom, noing many a good efort
receivs neglect (too ofn merit’s fate), we
start discusion by an analysis: examining-
“DiverepMENT” (markt B) and “DEVEL-
opMENT” (II). Counting diferentials and
markt leters in each we find:

. In Bo H_ B H
Dif- (a2l 115 yrope (118
eren- 4035 «l4 leters: } €10 © 3
tials: (U332 uvl4d o

Not counted ar 6 and @ (1 each in law,
snprove) becaus they mark distinctions
not atempted in B. If these distinctions
ar requisit or desirabl H furnishes a redy
means to sho them—an advantage.

Difrences arles than they seem: i or 1is
uzed for i, 1 being likely (from habit) to
be pronounced as i in fine; € or & is uzed
for &, & being apt tolead to e in Ae insted.
of they. So,iand 1 aralternativs,as aré, &
Again, 1 i8 1 with mark dropt: e is ¢, ditto.

ITowever, tho i and 1 corespond, as do &
and e, yet of i and @ together ther ar 23,
while of 1 and & ar29. Inference,use of 1
and a is not shirkt where tho’t requisit.
Critical study of all this wil repay readers.

Oing chiefly to use of 8 for dh, words
in H hav 1814 emsspace a line,those in B
hav 19Llg: difrence 1 in 1914, over 5 in 100,
6 in 100 if superfluos g (?) in such words
as exriinctzon, bank, single, (ecstingeshun,
bangk, singgl) be alowd for. We giv the
figuring, as shud be done in such cases.

Overuse of u (32 times) is remarkabl.
Ful haf is the weak neutral vowel (?).

Conclusions: (i) B has twice the difer-
tials in H (88 :43); (il) B requires 8 times
as many markt leters (23 :3); (iii)Bis 6 in
100 longer; (iv) B uzes dh for 8 and wud
uze zh—both ar unfamiliar in Old Spel-
ing, “not in it.” Is ther any good reason
to inflict two awkward digrafs (formd by
straind analogy) when ther is a beter way?

Brevity is not of first consideration, but
an incidental advantage. Of cours, if H
play retched havoc with orthoepy (a bul
in a china-shop) we ar redy to takea bak seat, or
even to be put in pound. Let us hear the other

side, and by this or some means reach a model
specimen of New Speling.
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AVERAGE AMERICAN PRONUNCIATION,

I accept the signs for the eight short
vowels (in the Amer. Philologic Asoci’n’s
Scientific Alfabet) as herd in 4, et, at, ask,
not, obey, but, full. The coréponding long
vowels in eat, efyht, air, father, ought, no,
burn, rule, havthe same signs with a mark
(I prefer the circumflex) above. I uzec,
never k. In dictionaries, works on pro-
nunciation, and scool books, 16 vowel-
signs ar needed: in book and newsraper
print, it is unnecesary to indicate all long
vowels. The least number of vowel-signs
proposed is ten:all the short ones, and the
long ones in eat, eight.

The Century dictionary makes no dis-
tinction between u in hurn, bur, and e in
her, over. Acordingly, I spel them thus:
burn, bur,hur,ovur. The same dictionary
says e in first sylabls of begin, berate, be-
come, is “modified toward or to the cores-
ponding (natural) short” i of /2. In New
Speling they become bigin, birét, bicum.
T'he Standard dictionary (p. 2107) says:

“Most historical dubld econsonants ar now pro-
nounced singl, but when between a distinct short

vowel and an accented sylabl of separat signifi-
cation, both ar recaind'. as in ‘ac-cord.” .
As to the sound of e in ler, over, begin,
Webster’s International and the Standard
acord substantialy with the Century.

Observing all this, and uzing ten vowel
signs, the selection belo is believd to reflect in
New Speling average American pronunciation.
I take the latest three dietionaries as guides, not
foloing one to exclusion of the others.

Oak Park, Iil, O. C. BLACEMER.

In Niu Speling acording tu articl abuv.]
DIVELUPMENT. (B)
Saientific studi haz aded anudhur pis
ov prizumptiv evidens in féver ev imer-
taliti, a prizovmpshun hwich cud hardli
hav bin recegnaizd bifor dhi discovuri ev
dhi thiori ev evolushun. Wi hav lurnd
dhat dhiwurld and el dhat it centénz wez
not criéted cemplit in its prezent ferm,
but dhat it haz arizn diuring leng &jez
thru a siriz ev steps, ich step feloing its
prediseser in a manur hwich egzibits le,
progres and erganic connecshun widh it.
Gasius nebyuli cendens in dhar rotéshun
and dipezit a reci cor. Recs crumbl intu
soil. Seil givz burth tu vejitabl laif. Bai
and bai dharappir plants having dhi abil-
iti tu téc in niutriment, hwich dhé nau
dimand shal hav bin pripard fer dhem bai
udhur plants; and immidietli dhi animal
cingdum cumz intu biing. Dhi simplest
fermz ev animal . laif, spunjez and dhar
cindred protozoanz, hav dhi weturz tu
dhemselvz until fishez deminét dhem.
Inoveting fishez venchur aut vpen dhi
land, téc tu bridhing ar, divelup legz or
wingz, and bicum reptilz er burdz. Sum
ov dhiz impruv dhar cendishun bai bring-

ing forth dhar yung alaiv, and at wuns
dhi rés ev mamalz biginz. At last cen-
shusnes divelups intu selfcenshusnes, dhi
abiliti net onli tu fil and poursiv, but tu
rigard wun’z self az an ebject ev thet,
and man appirz. Evri step iz an advans
on dhi prisiding; evrihwar dhi taid goz
ferward widhaut eb, dho particyular wévz
risid. Indivijual spishiz mé retrogréd,
feloing bacward in rivurs erdvr dhi path
ov advans; but dhen ecstingeshun sun
telz dhi wurld dhé ar en dhi reng trac.
Degradéshun mé eccuvr, a vaiolent plunj
tu diserganizéshun and deth; fer dhi pri-
vilej ev going tu hel egzists thruaut dhi
erganic wurld. But dhi fact dhat dhiz ar
blaind aliz, ovur hwich néchur irects dhi
werning, “No thurofar,” peints signifi-
cantli tu dhi stedi pregres in divelupment
az dhi aviniu tu laif. Dhi indivijual hu
rifiuzez tu felo dhi path ev dhi yunivurs-
al plunjez tu ruin. Dhi yunivurs’ez plan
for itself iz ferward.—Rev. F'red’c Palmer.

READ, OBSERVE, COMPARE, REFLECT.

The specimen “Divelupment” is a result
(not an experiment) of many years’ study
and extensiv trial of wordforms. With our
work it has points of difrence, not of con-
flict. To d BLackMER prefers dh, analog
of th, and zh (for which we find zi or zy
beter), analog of sh. B. asks three difer-
entials (q, e, U), two markt vowels (i, &);
but we find three (v, 1,e) enuf. (1 and e
ar not needed becaus a-vowels ar redily distin-

guisht by position, as ar o-vowels. Readers ar
left (rather askt) to compare, criticize, choose:

DEVELOPMENT. (H)
Saientific studi haz aded anuder pis ov
prezuvm({p)tiv evidens in favor ov immor-
taliti, a prezvm(p)sion hwich cud hardli
hav bin recognaizd befor de discoveri ov
de throri ov evolusion. W1 hav lernd
dat de wurld and ol dat it contenz woz
not crieted complit in its preznt form,
but Jat it haz arizn diuring long ejez
thru a siritz ov steps, ich step foloing its
prediseser in a maner hwich eczibits 16,
progres and organic conecsion wid it.
Gasios nebyulaz condens in der rotesion
and depozit a roki cor. Roks crombl intu
soil. Soil givz berth tu vejetabl laif. Bai
and bai der aprre plants having di abiliti
tu tek in niutriment hwich da nau de-
mand shal havlin prepeard for dem bai
vder plants, and immidietli 3i animal
kingdom cumz intu bring. Pe simplest
formz ov animal laif, spunjez and dar
kindred protozoanz, hav 8e woterz tu
Oemselvz until fishez dominet Jem.
Inoveting fishez ventiur aut upon Je
land, tek tu briding ar, develop legz or
.wingz,and becomreptilzor berdz. Sum
ov 31z impruv dar condision



