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THI

 CIIRISTIAN BANNER.

‘“1fany man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.™?
4 This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

YOL. XI. COBOURG AND BRIGITON, AUG., 1857. NO. 8.

THE ¢« PROPHETIC EXPOSi TOR" AND KINGDOM OF CHRIST.

In one of our carly Numbers for {he current year, we copied a few
words from ous friend the ¢I& posiior,” of Rochesicr, which brought to
us the siatiling inielligence that a gentlewan had cmbraced ¢ the gos-
pe! preached o Abiaham.”™  Upoa this we oficied a word of comment,
We doubied if {hix geatlemsn. Tike Ab.aham, was promised, he and
his childien, the lood of Cinaan as aa iahesitance, and 1'kewise doubt-
ed that ju hiw. as ia Ab.ahiam, all nations sbov'd be blessed. A cor-
respondentof the ¢ Isxposiior tokes wp the three senicnees we ultered
relative to i''s 1ema.bable gos ol herad and deciived by a gentleman
in Ameries. and this co.espoudent. in his perserering zeal, Licats us
to sowmeibing Vike, fouri.en columns in the ¢Expositor’ in review of
what we affinncd on the subject, our friend taking the position that
¢very man who is saved must hear, believe, and receive the gospel that
God preached to the father of Isaac.

Our faiend’s review, lengthy though it is, may he answered in one
sentence. God preached glad tidings to Abraham ; he preached glad
, tidings to the sous of Abraham in the days of Moses ; he preached glad
! tidings to the peaple of Judea at the end of the Jewish age by the
l Ilarbinger Joln ; he preached glad tidings to all natious Ly chosen
| heralds at the beginuing of the Christian dispensation;—azd while
3
|

gooud news from heaven was in cvery instance announced, yet the tidings
in every case differed,—for God himself preached ta Abraham, and gave
! him promises given to no other man upon the footstool, before or since ;
tlie preaching to the Israclites was by Moses, and the tidings to them_
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228 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

was that they should obtain rcst in Canaan after their journey through
the wilderness ; John preachied at Jordan, and the glad tidings he an-
nounced, was, that the kingdom of heaven was about to commence ;
and the joyful tidings to the nations, which first sa'uted the ears of the
people of Jerusalem who slew Jusus, carried with it as its chief element

the offer of remission of :ins in the name of Jesus Christ, reconciling !

Jew and Gentile in one covenant under the One Lawgiver and Prince.

But on turning the leaves of the same Number of the ¢Bxpositor,’
we find a critical examination of a phrase made use of by a writer in
the Christian Banner. A laboring brother, who introduced into the
Christian family by authority of the Lord a number of believers, wrote
to us and affirmed that he had introduced these men * into the kingdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The candid ¢ Expositor’ is offended at this
phraseology, and says:

¢ Paul deelares that ¢ flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom.?
The kingdom of Christ has not yet come, and will not until our Lord
comes again to establish it. Thus, instead of having been introduced
into the kingdom of Christ, they have been immersed, sprinkled or
voted into an anti-apostolic church organization. Ir they should ever
be so highly blessed as to be inducted into the kingdom, it will not be
by any mortal man, but by Christ, Jehoval’s King, who will then say,
‘Come ye blossed of my Father, inherit the kingdom.” It is truly as-
tonishing, to see the darkness which prevails throughout christendom
on this subject !”’

Cordially do we agree with our neighber on the opposite side of
Ontario when he affirms that it is marvelous to see the darkness that
spreads over christendom on this subject ; yet doubtless were we to de-
fine who are encompassed and beclouded by this darkness, we could not
so happily agree.

‘We keep Paul’s company as Le teaches us that mortals cannot occcupy
a place in the kingdom-of immortals. This is inspiredly orthodox. In
this the apostle, the ¢ Expositor,” and the ¢ Danner’ speak the same
thing. Paul too is worthy of all acceptance as a pattern teachgr when
he tells us that at the time he used his inspired pen in writing to the
gaved in the city of Colosse, both he and his brethren had been induc-
ted  into the kingdom.” Nor is the much loved John to be rulcd
out of the christian college of teachers because he was sv little attached
to'the standard of the ¢ Expositor’ as to declare in unmistakeable words
thist he himself and sundry congregations of the Lord’s servants were,
‘while 'still on ‘the footstool, « in the kingdom.”
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But we have a growing distaste for verbal criticisms when there is
no spiritual marrow or religious fatness enveloped in them. The entire
gospel can be preached to sinners, and by fuith and the manifestation
of it they may be brought into the house of God, without the term
kingdum being onee named.  Zhings, not mere verbals, convert men
and bind them to cach other and to the Tord in the bonds of gospel
unity and perfectness. Now, brother ¢ Jixpositor,’ here follows our gos-
pel inventory-—challenge it, if you please, and measure, weigh, and
analyse it by the heavenly oracles, and if fuund wanting or if found re-
dundant, we stand ready to approach still nearer the perfection of the
ini‘allible creed :—

. God has loved us.
. Christ among men and the Holy Spirit sent down from he'wen
are the demonstrations of the Divine affection.

3. Jesus our Lord taught, wrought signs, diel, left the dead, showed
himself a'ive, went up on high, and took the place of a mediatior and
highpriest, in developement of his power, wisdom, favor, divinity, and
readiness to redeem us from sin.

4. Ile made a gift to the world of certain men, twelve in number,
whom Le qualified to be his heralds, to deliver to the world the news
concerning himself and his ability and willingness to save sinners.

5. These ambassadors of the Lord of Glory not only proclaim their
Master’s affection and rich grace, but declare his precepts and govern-
meat, so that those who confide in and love Jesus may be obedient to
him.

6. We proclaim to men, in imitation of the aposiolic proclamation,
the things Jesus said and did on earth, and the things that the Holy
Spirit said and did by the inspired twelve after Jesus resumed his place
in the heavens.

7. When men heartily trust in Christ and fondh' yield their affections
to him, we repeat Christ’s first precept to them, take their confession,
and assure them by authority of heaven that in thus yielding to Christ
they do enjoy promised pardon and the Holy Spirit.

. Thus wereceive, by the gospel, as we have learned it, the saved
in Christ into the Christian heuschold.

. Those who are thus inducted into the Lord’s pzculiar family, are
e«arded as pupils of the Lord to learn the entire code of laws and

wsuners of the Diving Teacher.
]
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10. This ¢ knowledge of the Lovd’—this learning which pertains to
¢ spiritual things'—is held to be useful only as the scholars in the
christian school inereasingly practice the precepts of the Great Prince.

11. We teach the believers in jovful hope, that as Christ once came
and brought to us the blessings of the present silvation, so will he come
again and bring with him for the henefit of the faithful the blissfulnesg
and unwasting fulness of the eternal salvation.

12. That Christ our Saviour is now to be enjoyed by hearing him,
by believing in him, by affection to him, and by a watchful and ready
obedience to him in all things embraced in his existing covenant of
favor, waiting in patient yet happy hope of the more excellent salvation
to be ‘revealed in the last time’ at the opening of the new dispensation
when our Lord and Redeemer shall disclose to the chavmed vision of his
people superior chapters of his loveliness and glovy—chapters that we
are not at presentable to read or appréciate.

Here, then, fricnd ¢ }xpositor,” you have a vude and brief draft of
the gospel panorama approved in this latitude ; examine it, if you
please, and see how it accords with the old patterns and colors certified
ag genuine by the master workmen who heard and saw and imitated
and worked under the Lord. For once, dear sir, will you not allow a
sweet shade to be put over the left side of your prophetic eye long
enough to behold the things already clearly revealed and most solemn-
ly and aflectionately pressed upon us by the Lord of All for our active
and constant practice ?  When the coming dispeusation comes, can we
not all engage in the things of it and participate in the joys of it, pro-
vided we unitedly acknowledge and devoutly submit to the pleasing
duties of the existing dispensation? Who were blessed at the Lord’s
first appearance among men? Was it not these who, in faithfulness,
were giving practical attention to the requirements announced and en-
forced in the then existing covenant?

For argument’s sake, then, let it be granted that you, friend ¢ Ex-
positor,” are correct in the use of the word “kingdom”—that it refers
ounly and solely to the future government of Chvist; and for peace’ sake
let us strike the term * kingdom® out of our religious vocabulary, only
as it refers to what is yet to be revealed ;— wilh these Lranches of the
| Olive tree, one in cach hand, let the queries be put, Do we or shall we
preach the same things to sinners 2—do we or shall we teach the same
things to saints? Have you, Mr. Prophetic Kxpositor, by faith and the
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obedicnce of faith yielded to the One Lord 7—have we, the Christian
Bunner, confessed Jesus and come under him as the Oue Lord of Life?
These arc the questions ; and if we can answer them by a Yes, then it
follows, by the same authority that brings salvation, that we are at
liberty to work only as members of one common brotherhood, presided
over by the Prince of Peace and Lord of Love.

D. 0.

" A SOUTHERN BAPTIST ON A SOUTHERN QUESTION.

The ¢ Examiner,’ of New Youk city, a Baptist journal, has given its
readers an epistle from a Baptist preacher who resides and labers in the
State of Ucorgia—an extract from which we serve to the readers of the
Christian Banmer. No man, christian ov infidel, bond or [ree, in the
South or in the North, can be injured, we think, but may be benefitted,

¢ by the calm affirmations of this writer. Read:

D. O.

We Baptists of the South, have no hesitation in avowing our belief
that God “ hath made of onc blood "all nations.” We waintain, whe-
ther against ¢ politicians’ or infidels, philosphers or fanatics, that the
negro is a man.  Because we belicve this, we preach the gospel to the
negro at home : and we send the missionary to Afvica to preach to him
there.  We witness the effeet of a preached gospel in the conversion of
the negro ; and when converted the negro is as gladly welcomed into
our churches as a brother, as if he were of pure Anglo Saxon blood.
Not more than a mile from where T now write, stands an humble build-
ing crected for the worship of God. Among the people who worship
there, move than a hundred negroes were baptized during last year.
T'he church now numbers two hundred and cighty-five mewmbers, of
whom two hundred and twenty-eight are colored. By invitation of the
pastor T preached there Sunday befure last.  Two-thirds of the congre-

- gation were negroes, and as I proclaimed the truth “Ye are bought

with a price,” their streaming cyes witnessed that there was a common
tie of brotherhood, felt and recognized between ihe preacher and the
people, withoat 1egaid to color. Nof many montbs ago, it was my
privilege, as pastor of a Baptist Church, to preside in conference, when
two women presented themselves as candidates for admission. They
took seats on the same bench.  One was 4 lady of wealih, intclligence,
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and high social position: the other a negro scrvant. They related
their experience. No difference could be perceived in the cordiality of
the vote by which they were received.  The next morning I baptized
them both in the same running stream. We then repaired to the
church. In the beginning of the serviee, in the presence of an wnusu-
ally large congregation, the newly baptized took a stand together, in
front of the pulpit, and were addressed by the pastor in the same words
of warning, exhortation, encouragement, and confidence. Then, while
we sung a hymun, all the members of the church, white and colored, bond
and free, came forward and gave the right hana of fellowship to the
new sisters. Among them, servants gave the hand to their mistress,
yet was not that mistress more sincerely welcomed as a sister in the
church, than the humble servant who stood by her side.

Godywe trust, has called us to this ministry, permits us to preach to
the negro as a man and brother, and the Minutes of our Association,
(Georgia Baptist) now before me, show a membership of 4,532 colored,
to 2,796 whites. Whether this result is owing to the manner of
preaching prevalent among us, or to the fact of God’s having an clect
people among us, I will not decide : but we do thank God that he calls
us to the work which is thus instrumental in saving the soul of the
poor slave. Can we engage in this work, without believing in our very
heart that the negro is a man, without affirming the essential manhood
and brotherhood of the negro? Here, in the South, among Southern
Christians, are the negro’s best friends, and eternity will declare the
fact.

It was my privilege, two months ago, to attend the meeting of our
Western Bdptist Association. The claims of our colored population for
religious instruction were presented in a strong and ablereport. Many
brethren, ministers and not ministers, discussed the subject, and every
one felt deeply, saw clearly, and expressed strongly, the obligation to
give the negroes religious instruction. One minister, especially 2 man
of wealth, with a pathos which I have seldom seen cqualled, avowed
his determination to devote himself to thisservice. Deeply, truly, does
he feel the essential brotherhood of the negro.

The revival of the African slave-trade will never be sanctioned by
Southern Christians, nor by the Southern people. The horrors of that
trade are keenly felt. The name of Wilberforce is truly honored by
us. The Africans are among us, but we have no desire to import




TIHE CHRISTIAN BANNER., 233

more. We have slaves among us, brought here by no act of ours, or
of our fathers, but we have no wish to enslave a single freeman,—no
matter what his color, or where his birthplace. Tltraists at'the South
arc as far from being reliable exponents of public sentiment, as ultra-
ists at the North. There are fanatics of Slavery, as intensely mad as
the fanatics of Abolitionism. But rest assured that neither Southern
Christians nos the Southern people, will sanction the revival of the
African slave-trade. 'We are ready for the issue on this subject when-
ever it shall be made.

That extreme opinions prevail among many in the North and iz the
South, is undeniably true ; and it is matter of regret that the extreme
mer in both sections strengthen cach other—for violence on one side be-
gets corresponding violence on the other, and in the tumult reason, wis-
dom, and justice are unheard.

One of these measures, unwisely resorted to my most of the Southern
States, is the law which forbids teaching negroes to read. This law is
in many cases, a nullity in fact, but it should be removed from our
statute book which it disgraces. Scnator Toombs, in his Boston lecture,
condemns it, and other eminent men throughout the South, coincide
with him in its condemnation.

The injudicious and unauthorized interference, of Northern men,
with slavery in the Southern States, has done great injury to the negro
All that the true friends of the colored race in the South ask of the
people of the Northern States is, Lzt us AtoNE.  We—not the North
—are responsible to God for our treatment of the Africans whom North-
ern fathers brought hear, and sold to our fathers. A wrong was then
done, which is badly atoned for by measures which prompt to- oppress
on the one hand and to insurrection and murder on the other.

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

CHAPTER VII.

The parties having met at an early hour, proceeded as follows:

Deth. Thave been thinking, Mr. C., of your remark in regard to
meeting upon calholic ground. Our Discipline requires belief in < The
Holy Catholic Church,” asa prevequisite to baptism. I have noticed
the explanation of the word * Catholic,” at the bottom of the page,
but still the definition did not strike me fully before.
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Chr. The definition of this word in your Disciiﬂine in good. Web-
ster defines the word, ¢ aniversal, orthodox.” The truly Catholic

| Church is the universal, general, or orthodox Church. The true cath-
" olic ground, is orthodoz or common ground—undeniable or indisputa-

ble ground, admitted by all truly pious and well informed persons, in
all parties. It is not, of course, Romish ground, for it never was cath-
olic, nor was the Romish Church ever eatholic.

Meth, If I understand you, then, Mr. C., you think, we must do
it upon catholic ground—that is, orthodox or geucrally admiticd ground,
and not upon doubtful and speculative peculiariies, such as have been
the sagis of the union of the various parties in modern times.

Chr. Precigely so. Our spivitual life is not drawn from these spec-
ulative pecuilarities, nor in any way dependent upon them, bui from
Him who said, T am the way, the truth, and the /ife.”” Our strength
is not in speculative peculiarities, but in commov, generally admiited,
and orthodox {ruth.

Pres. Mr. C., youare the last maun I should have expected to men-
tion orthodozy ! It is a fact kuown generally, that you are not ortho-
doz. Of course, then, if we should unite upon orthodex ground, we
should not unite upon your ground.

Chr. We shall sec presently, who is orthodoz. Presbyterianism is
not orthodox. It is not catholic in any scose of the word. It is not
general or universal in avy sense.

Pres. I deny your assertions, sit; we hold, in common, the funda-
mental truths of the Gospel, as fajthfully aod fivnly as any other de-
nomination. We ave, therefore, catholic.

Chr. Tam aware tha you hold the great catholic truths of the
Grospel, but these are not Presbylerianism, for Meihodists and Baptists
hold these as firmly as yourself, aud still are not Presbytevians. T'bis
shows that the great geueral tiuths, beld in common by all the priuci-
pal parties, are not Presbyteriav, Methodist, nor Lpiscopalian, but
Christian, orthodox, or catholic.

Lres.  'Will you, then, tell me what Presbyterianism is?

Chr. 1t cousists wholly of speculative aud governmental points
peculiar to Preshyterians, and no others. In other words, it is pre-
cisely that which distinguaishes them from all others—ibat in which
they differ from all otheis, and not that which ibev bold in common
with all others. If you will, by some process, extract from the great
catholic system, held in commoa by all {he good, that which is pecu-

v
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liar to Presbyterians—that in which they differ from all others—you
will have only Presbylerianism—the whole of it, but you will find it &
meagie skeleton at that.

Dres. I admit that if Preshyterianism is to be cut down to that in
which we are peeuliar, or in which we differ frotn all others; it will be
a slender affair.  Bul T am notin the habit of viewing things in that
light. )

Chr. I do not sce how you can avoid the conclusion. In all the
great features of the Christian 1cligion, helld in common by all, we are
all one—not Presbyterian, Methodist, Buptist or Lutheran, but € s
tian. 1t is, also, thongh these great catholic truths, held in common
by all the pious—the great catholic or srthodox system—that we have
been made Cliistians, and not throngh any eflicacy or power in any of
the partisan peculiarities of any party.

Lap. I7T understand you, Mr. C., you consider that all partisan
peculiarities snust go for nothing, and that we must uniie upon the
great catholic truihs received in common by us all, as it is through
these we have received all spiritual good, and not through partisan
peculiaritics, Now I like the appearance of this pretty well in theery,
but 1 fear it is wot practicable. T will give you 2 casc. You hold
that baptisin is essential ; I presame that no other onc present agrees
with you. Weall hold that it is not essential. What will you do in
this case?  Must we all give up to you?

Pres., Lu., Iip. and :Meth. That is to the point. What will you
do in that casc? .

Chr. Geutlemen, do you belicve that baptism is a command of
Jesus Christ

Pres., L., Ip., and Meth. Yes, sir, it is an ordinance of the New
Testament appointed by Jesus Chuist. )

Chr. Is it right to obey this commandment of Jesus Christ ?

Pres,, Lu., Ep., and Alelh. Certainly it is.

Chr.  All those who Lave been baptized, then, have done right.
This we all admit; it is, therefore, common ground.

Pres., Lu., Ep., and sAleth. Please meet the question fairly. Can
a man be saved without Baptism ?

Chr. Gentlemen, you have admitted that baptism is a command-
ment of Christ, and that it is right to obey that commandment. Here
then, the right course of action is agreed upon by us all.  Your ques-
tion, then, is not a question to ascertain whal is right, but whether
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persons who do right, will be saved?  This is a shocking question to
come from four ministers of the Gospel, truly! Are you willing that
it shail go to the public, that a  dispute arose in our deliberations, to
this effeet 7 You four contended that a man could be saved who did
not do righl, and I deniedit. Do yeu intend to plead for the salva-
tion of those who donot keep the commandments of God ?

Lres., Lu., I'p., and Jeth. No, sir, we shall defend no such doe-
trine. 'We believe that men must keep the commandments of God, or
that they can not be saved. But is it not possible for a man to be
saved without baptism ?

Chyr. That question Goes not in the least concern one of us. We
alladmit that baptism is a commandment of God, and that it is right
to obey this commandment. Iere we all agree upon what is right.
That which we all agree to be right, we must enforce upon all men.
There is a class of men who should think of your question. If there
be any who bave never been baptized, and never intend to
be, they should study the question, whether 2 man can be
saved without baptism? But it is entirely out of place, for men
who know it to be a commandment of God, and right that it should be
obeyed—who, also, expeet to preach and enjoin it upon cthers, to be
everlastingly puzzling their brains on the question whether it is possible
for 2 man to be saved without baptism. Al inquiries into that ques-
tion are of the same nature as the Universalian investigations. They
are not in theremotest degree caleulated to make men better, or feel
their responsibility to God; but, on the other hand, to harden their
hearts, in the deceptive hope that they can be saved without keeping
the commandmerts of God.  We must constantly keep the words of
Jesus before us, “ Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these Jeast
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shall do, and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”—Mat. v, 19.

Bap. IfI understand the remarks of Mr. C., I am well pleased with
thom. We are to dispose of this question by uniting upon what we
agree to, viz: That baptism is a commandment of Jesus Christ, and
that it is right to obey the commandment, “Be baptized.” We are
certainly all willing to agree upon what we admit to be right, and to
enforce it upon others. So far, then, as I am concerned, this difficulty
is disposcd of.
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DLres. T am unable to make any further objection on this point. It
appears that there is common, or catholie ground, upon which we all
agree, covering owr whole practice, upon which we can unite. At least
I see no flaw in it now. But I have another serious difficulty on hap-
tism, which I must reserve for another meeting. I will barely mention
it now, that all parties may think of it against our next meeting. It
relates to the mode of baptism. It will puzzie Mr. C. to find catholic
ground on this subjcct.

THE LORD’S TREASURY AND THE LORD’S LABORERS.

Speaking on these subjects, the ¢ Gospel Advocate’ says:

The idea of a salary to a preacher, or to the pror—which would be
quite as appropriate—iwas not known in the days of the apostles, but
as the preachers or the saints had need the churches supplied their
wants,

Whilst on the salary system, it may not be amiss to state a few ob-
jections to it in plain contrast with the teaching of the Seriptures,

1. No people can adopt it, who regard the authority of the Scrip-
tures. .
2. The salary system never fails to produce strife amongst the preach-
ers.

3. The tendeney of the system is to make preachers mere flatterers
of the flesh. Inturn they receive pay in large salaries, rich presents,
and the flatteries of the giddy and corrupt. Remember Nashville and
Lot’s wife. .

4. In raising a saldry, the sole idea with nine-tenths of the people
is to subscribe in proportion to their love for the pastor, and, conse-
quently, their sacrifice is not to God, but to their own vicious appetites.

5. The system makes preachers a sct of sycophants, always election-
ecring for place and money.

6. It also unmakes the gospel minister, and a preacher is not judged
by his talent, Biblical knowledge, goodness of heart, or ability to re-
prove sin and reform transgressors ; but according to his ability to col-
lecta crowd of the indolent, most of whom will subscribe liberally to
be flattered into a good opinion of themselves. Hence a preacher’s
points are discussed just as traders discuss the good points of a mule or

vmeen
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or horse. A few yearsago we happened in Louisville, Ky., to hear, in
a book store, some old wine-drinking clders discuss the good points of
preacher they had on trial. His person, dress, wall, voice, were closely
serutinized, but we heard not a word in regavd to his piety or any legiti-
mate trait ofa minister of Jesus Christ.  This is the eflect of the sys-
tem.

7. Worse than all, upon this plan no proper pastors can be trained up
in the congregalion, and the worship is taken out of the hands of the
nembers of the church, and let out fiequently to pert boys and gossip-
ing women. 1&is said ihefumois young Baplist preacher of London,
Spurgeon, was < paslor al sevealeen.” 'Feuly the Lord said, “I will

(1sa. iii, 4.)

But the system of the New Testament exhibits incomparable wisdom.
The cardinal features are casily stated.

1. The Chureh of God is the only divine authorized Missionasy, Bille,
Sunday School and Temperance Socicty 5 the only instituiion in which
the Heavenly Father will be honored in the salvation of the world, apd
though no other ageney canman glorify his Maker. It is not only the
extreme of folly for Christians to talk of other benevoleut institutions,
but we see not, and never have scen, how ii is possible for any people
professing the Christian religion to aticwapt to do the work of the church
through merely human ageucies, such as Missionavy Socictics, ete.,

¥

for iuman iustituiions to engross our tiwe, energy, and money, without
our losing sizht of the church aud hier agencies.

2. Bach cougregation of thie Lord should have a treasury, into which
the disciples should cast their eontributions npon cvery first day of the
wecek as the Lord prospers them.  Upou this systewm it would not be
difficult for any chureh to keep an ample: supply of means on hand to
defray all incidental expenses of ihe congregation, to send relief to poor
saints ata distance, and whai is of viial importance, to sustain the min-
ister or miunisters of the body in accomplishing the service of God in the
church and out of the ehurch.

As some of the brethven have not secmed to understand our teaching,
particularly upon the subject of sustaining evangelists and co-operation
of the churches, we think it in place to make a remark or two:

o ————

give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.” |

whilst we have so full provision fur 21l spiritual Jabor in the body of !
Christ. Furihermore, we have not been able to see how it is possible |




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER, 239

a2 e et A ooy e = e e [ U U e L

When a chureh, as Christ’s school, has cducated a member for perfoim-
ing the work of an evangelist, it is the duty of such church to have him
consecrated to the work by the preshytery of the congregation, and to
send him forth into the gospel field. Such an one is the cvangelist of
the church that trained him, consecrated him, and commended him to
the work ; and the church is bound to see that he and fawily are sup-
ported.  No bargain need he struck, but when his wife and children
need, their wants should be knowu by the paslors—under-shepherds of
the flock—and supplied. Sbould the brother be in a forcign clime,
and need aid the church should send “ once and again (o his necessities.”
Of course evangelists should malkc known their wants, and should a
church fail to sustain a truly gospel evangelist, there can be no pardon,
cither in this world, or the world to come. The obligations resting
upon a church in sending oub an evangelist, relieves not those for whose
benefit he Tzbors, from the most sacred obiigation to co-operate in his
support.  This we may denominate church co-operation.  In the apos-
tolic age ehurches co-opevated for various purposes, without thinking it
at all necessary to form any new socicly to aid the co-operation ; and
we canuot for our Jife see any thing t6 prevent the congregations from
co-operating in sustaiving cvangelisiz, rclieving the poor, building up
aud supporting schools, or even in translating, publishing, and distrib-
uting the Scriptures, as chuiches and not as societies forcign to the
Bible.

The purpose s for churches, upon consultation, to agrce in carrying
out any required woik, and thas they can cbey the injuuctiow to  be of
onemind.”  If the Dbeloved Lrethren will exercise a litile patience in
the examination of the subjeets presented, all, we think, will sce eye to
eye, aud speak the same thina.  Ta our present coudition it is of great
moment to wnderstand each other regarding the Lovd’s treasury, and
the co-operation of the disviplesand churches iu the work of our Father.

A PROMISE FULFILLED.

We promised to furnish the readers of this work with a general view
of the claims of a Sociel y established by a number of Disciples in the
chief city of the State of Ohio—Cincinnati. This pledge we now
redeem. The Secretary of the Society is to be regarded as happily
qualified to set forth its claims, and therefore we freely give place to-

oo
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him to rccommend it. He writes, in December last, in matter and

spirit as follows—the spirit being most excellent, but the subject mat-

ter far from cxcellent :

Cincinnati, Dee. 1856.
T'9 our Eilitors :

Dzar Barrrnrex—You have doubtlessalready learned that the gene-
g

ral Convention of the brotherhood, hield in this city, resolved that the
Publication and Bible Societies should ceasc to exist, and that the
Missionary Socicty alone should stand among us, to concentrate the
general liberality of the brotherhood upon it, as an object of first and
vital importance. The whole action of the Convention was most har-
monious. All the brethren present pledged their cordial support to

the great work represented by the General Missionary Society, and

resolved that the mission cause at home and abroad be pushed on with

renewed vigor.  The spirit of the Lord, we felt was in our midst, urg- -
ing us on to these noble resolves. It was unanimously resolved, also,

and with great enthusiasm, that we begin our renewed efforts in missions
by at once permanently and efficieatly establishing the Jernsalem Mis-

sion. All of these resolves were nobly advocated by the most promin-

ent of our brethren, for age, experience, and wisdom.

The design of the Missionary Society is now first to re-establish per- ;
mauendly the Palestine Mission, by sending the Barclay family, who are :

fully devoted to the work, to Jerusalem, in the carly part of the com-

ing year. The family expeet now to remain there for life, if the liber-

ality of the brethren will sustain them.

To accomplish this end is the immediate object of the Society. After
this object is gained, other missions will be established at the most invit-
ing places. We hope, ere the close of the coming year, to have one
or two other missions in operation.

Our object, as expressed by the Convention, is, that the Missionary
Society should not be a weak, partial institution, but a strong, national

ono ; that it should concentrate upon itself the warm affections, and the
strong, cordial support, every way, of the general brotherhood of Ameri-
ca. This alone, we fecl, will enable it to do such a work for the Cross,
as we all long to see aud pray for. But such a concentration and strong
support can only be called forth by a general awakening of the church-
es, and individual Christians, {o see and feel their great interest and
duty in this great matter. But this again can only be done by the vig-
_orous co-operation, above all, of our publio journals and of our preaeh-

——p
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ers, to this end. By this means, most effectually can the public mind

* of our people be aroused to feel the proper interest in so great a cause.

We, therefore, appeal to you, beloved brethren, by our common in-
terest, common love, and common joy, in the redemption of the world,

" to give this missionary cause your cordial and strong support in your

journals. We would affectionately appeal to you to keep it permanent-
ly before the brethren whom you reach, and urge them to come up

" nobly to the help of the Lord against the mighty, in this good work.

All stumbling blocks that have before divided the sentiments of the

_brethren, in the previous state of our general enterprises for the con-

version of the world, have, by the unanimous voice and aid of these

; brethren, been taken out of the way, and the Missionary Society inaug-
" urated into renewed eonfidence and life.  All those brethren present

at the Convention unite in carnestly recommending the Society’s claims
to your hearts. We have, thercfore, now a free, undisturbed path be-

" fore us.  Shall we now, when all is favorable, show ourselves backward

andlukewarm in our duty?

Brethren, we appeal to you, in all confidence, to lend your willing
and liberal aid in this our general efiort, the only one we have ever
made, to labor, by the blessing and under the guidance of God, for the

spread of the glorious gospel of God over the wide world.

Cuas. L. Los,
Cor. Sec’y.

THE « AWFUL VIEWS” O THE DIRCIPLES.

EPISTLES TO CANDID READERS.
NO. 1L

To the Peopic of Iillier and Neighbors Fast and West:
The attention which Mr. Allison, of Hillier, has seen fit to
_ bestow upon the Disciples for the greater part of a year, seems to de-
mand that some public Disciple should pay a little attention to him by
way of useful reciprocity. A letter written under the title of “ Scales
- with which to weigh Messrs. Madden and Allison” has, since its publi-
- cation in November last, been an enlarged text for Mr. Allison’s preach-
ing powers ; and to permit all his public and private assertions con-
| corning the “ Scales” and concerning the Disciples for the bye.gone
. three quarters of a year to pass without notice, would appear uncour-
L teous,
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In the epistles here offered to the reading community, it will e our
aim to speak respectfully—not beeause friend Allison is viewed as mer-
iting great respeet, but because the hatlowed topies we shall dwell upon
merit and demand respeetl{ul treatment.

Neighbor Allison, who, according to the evidence before us, is hoth
talented and unscrupulous, is pleased to bhint very broadlv that the
Disciples are infidels. TLet us inquire into this new kind of infidelity.
We are solicitous to give the people everywhere au apportuniiv of deci-
ding for themsclves whether what a Ylillier minister calls fnfidelity be
not. a more reliuble guide to heaven than some of the singular sorts of
relizion which bave been introduced among men since the christian
religion was established. Remewbering that what Christ himself
taught was by some zealous ministers called blasphemy, let us look at
the teaching of the Disciples in ovder to sce whether this teaching be
rightly named when it is called infidelity.

1. The Disciples, one and all, joyfully and confidently accept the
Bible as God’s volume of instructions, laws, examples, exhortations,
promiscs, warnings, and dircetions to men.  The liberary of the whole
world, we say, contains only one authoritative Book in matters spiritr -1
and eternal ; and hence a direct ¢ Thus saith Jehovah’ must regulate
our fuith aud call out our obedicnce, thus m:king the language of the
Holy Spivit, as uttered by Prophets and Apostles, our religious diree-
tory orspisiival creed. 'We do not and dare not, as Disciples of the
Lord, subscribe to any man-written Formula, Articles, Confession, or
Discipline.  Is this infidelity—to choose God’s pure revelations and

. 1¢, ot the religious standards dictated and enforced by men to whom
God bas communicated no inspired message ?

2. The Disciples in studying the Divine Book, find revelationsmade |

direetly ¢ to the fathers’ from Adam to Moses—revelations made direct-
ly ¢to the house of Isracl’ or the nation of Jews—revelations made
directly by the apostles to ¢all nations’ at the begiuning of the Churist-
ian Era ; and while every portion of the Scriptures is inspired, and
every revealed trath, every example of wrath and love, every lessou in
the saered volume must be received as diviunely useful, the Scriptures
called the New Testament contain and develope the religion of this dis-
peusation. Or, to express the same thing in ditferent words, God spaka
to the fathers hefore nations were formed, and revealed to them laws
" and rules to worship him, and thus what we may call the family age

H
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was blessed with a family religion ; God spake to the nation of Israel
and blessed the nation with national laws and ordinances, and so the
Jewish religion was given for the Jewish age; God spake latterly by
his Son from heaven, by whom he reveals himself not to some families
or to one nation, but to* every creature’—to all the world—from Jeru-
salem to the uttermost part of the earth; and while the revelations
specially given to the fathers and to the people of Israel are contained
in the Writings entitled the Old Testament, the revelations by Christ
Jesus to every man and every nation are found in the nextor New Tes-
tament. May we ask if there be infidelity in believing thus?

8. The Disciples regard and receive Jesus as the Divine Founder of
the Christian Religion, and the only Leader whose standard should be
followeds Founders of ecclesiastic bodies, and leaders of denomina-
tional people, however great or pure, we can not trust: for the Temple
in which there is salvation has only one foundation, and that Divine—
Jesus, the Son of God, who is likewise to be admired and adored as the
Captain of salvation. Where is the infidelity of believing that the
Lord our Righteousness, Emmanuel, God with us, is the Founder of the
church and Leader of the saved?

4. The Disciples urge that as there ie one Great Teacher, one Lord
of Life, one infallible Lawgiver, one Sacrifice for sin, one spiritual Tah-
ernacle, oné Holy Spirit, one ever-living #ligh Priest, one perfect Ad-
vocate, one Lord of Glory—one gospel, one faith, one remission, one

hope, one keaven ; therefore all who renounce sin and receive the one .
Saviour should be united in him. We hold firmly and teach diligently |
{ that the Blessed Lord, our Redeemer, when he saves also unites men.
| With the oracles of heaven before us, how much infidelity is to be found }
} in this?

5. The Disciples behold in the twelve aposties the model witnesses
and preachers of Christ ; and the same gospel these unerring ministers

man at Jerusalem, at Ephesus, or at Corinth, when the Galilean fisher-
men were the proclaimers, will save & man at Toronte, Bowmanville,
Cobourg, Brighton, or Hillier at this day.. Is this infidelity?

{

i preached to sinners, we believe must now be proclaimed to men for their §
1 conversion, and the same doctrine of Christin order to the edification of
{ the converted. In our preaching labors, we turn to the discourses con-
veyed to us by inspired penmen from the lips of Christ’s called and sent §
preachers. It is a part of our faith that the same gospel that saved s }
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6. The Disciples in setting forth the Lord’s gospel, labor to show,
amid the diversities of the times, that tiie 111rx6s or Gonare to be sep-
arated from THE THINGS OF MEN, as the wheat is separated from the chaff
or the pure gold from the worthless dross. A sample of what is here
meant may be given as follows :

Christ visited the world—he came from the Father—he was God
with us—he opened his lips and spoke the words of God——he proved by
mighty works that he was from above, the Beloved One, the Blessed
Redeemer—he offered himself an offering for sin—he remained not in
the sepulchre of death, but vietoriously arose—he justly claimed all
authority cclestial and terrestrial—' e ordained chosen men to be per<
fect ministers to preach and act for him—he ascended and took his seat
on the throne in the heavens—he fulfilled his promise in sending the
sacred Spirit—his inspired ambassadors proclaim to the people bis
coming, teaching, miracles, death, resurrection, exaltation, divinity,
and fivor—he promises salvation to all who believe and obey him by
the gospel he thusannounces through his preachers, so that remission
of sins, the Holy Spirit, hope, favor, and love are enjoyed in Christ who
is Lord of All

3
i

These and other things brought to us by the Lord’s Creed are as
sure as the testimony of heaven, and the reception of these docs not
produce an opinion of Christ, but rarerrix Cuxizr, On the other hand,
let us in the most friendly spirit look at sbme of the things concerning
iwhich the oracles of the Lord arc silent :—

—That God did from all cternity determine to save a dcfinite num-
ber of the human race, and destroy all the rest—~tbat Clrist died only
for those called the elect——that heaven is well pleased with professors

who follow uninspired Ieaders—that different ecclesiastic bodies are |

branches of Christ’s church—that ‘faith comes in some other way than
by hearing the word of God—that men are called and sent to preach
who use their gifts to oppose cach other-and build wup rival denomina-
tions—that it is necessary to adopt a creed in addition to the Creed of
the Lord—that children, without a knowledge of the gospel and without
faith, are subjects of the ¢initiatory rite’ of the chureh, &e., &e. These
things are not of heaven hut of men, and belong to the degartment of
‘opinion, and not of faith. It it also besaid that these things of ¢ man’s
teaching,” based upon pions conjecture and not upon the christian oras
cles, naturally tend to separate and corrupt men, leading them to a great-
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er or less extent from the ¢ sure word, ’wlnle thc thmfrs of faxth, rest-
ing on the testimony of God, are calculated to unite and purify men.’
Shall the question be now put, if an honest effort to cast aside the ‘doe-"
trines of men’ and adhere strictly to ¢ the things of the Spirit’ be dan-
gerous av infidel ?

7. The Disciples teach that conversion to Christ is not meh,l) an
intellestual or theoretical change, or a change of feeling ; that it im-’
plies a change of mind, a change of affections or the whole heart, a
change of »tate, and a change of conduct.  With us conversion signifies
2 thorough reformation embracing soul, body, a d spirit—a change of
the whole man, so that he can be seripturally called ‘a new creature,’
being menlded after the image of his Lord. Is it not to be solemnly
regretied that any one ealling himself & ministey should teach so differ-
ently from this, that he 15 obliged to term it infidelity ? '

& The Disciples most firmly hold that 2 man to become ¢ a member
of the Lord’s body,” requires to hear the gospel of Christ, heartily be-
lieve it and place his full trust in Christ, repent, confess, and € put on
Christ,” and that after thus being ¢ added to the Lord’ or numbered
with ¢ the saved in Christ,” he must needs cultivate the ¢ spirit of Christ’
and practically remember that he is ¢ created again in Christ Jesus
unto good works’—that, whatever his views or feelings, God will not’
save him unless practically conformed to the image of his Son.  Ilence’
we devoutly fear that cven some Disciples along with others who glory
in party titles are depending for salvation upon good views and beauti-"
ful theories, while they are neglecting the spirit and precepts of the*
Lord’s religion, and instead of walking by faith to the new Jerusalem
they are cud( nily walking and w ox]\mg by the flesh to the headqmar-
ters of satan : furthey that ¢ work righteousness’ shall dwell with the:
¢ Lord our Righteousness,” while they that ¢ work inicuity’ shall eter=
nally associate with the Prince of Evil. Is-it iniidelity to combine
faith in the Tord, the spirit of the Lord, and the works of -faith in
order to the cnjoyment of present and eternal salvation ? *

. The Disciples gladly realize that the development and demonstra;
txon of Deity by Father, Son, and Uoly Spirit are to be.enjoyed by the
Christian brotherhood—that the Fathoer’s love, the Son’s grace, aid the

. Spirit’s commuuion and comfort are participated in by the whole ¢ house-
holdof faith.  Will any Christian man call this infidelity ?

1¢. The Diseiples have entire confidence in Paul as he teaches that
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the Spirit bears a peculiar kind of fruit, a sample of which is love, joy;
peace, long-suffering, forbearance, brotherly kindness, goodness, unity,
purity, truth,—hence when the opposite of this spiritual “eluster
katred, variance, evil speaking, railings, bitterness, hypocrisy, false tes-
timouy and such like are exhibited in the character of any man or
number of men, we are certain that not the Spirit but the flesh gives
this joyless, loveless, hopeless, and worthless growth. Arve the Disciples
infidel for so believing ?

11. The Disciples are taught to return good for ill, to pray for oppo-
sers, and bless persecutors ; and therefore we endeavor to bless all per-
secuting men, in Hillier and elsewhere, by offering them in Christ’s
name the pure medicine of truth according to the oracles, in place of the
eoclesiastic pills composed of some truth and much error. Is he an in-
fidel who applies for a cure from sin to the Great Physician instead of
applying to the partizan Doctors? :

12. The Disciples, all Disciples who follow the inspired preachers as
they were followers of Christ, ¢pray without ceasing,’ praying for thess

. things the Lord Jesus has promised in bis word offavor, and in every.
thing give thanks, which is the Lord’s will. We even give thanks that
the Lord grants us patience and the triumph of faith while we Lear and
bear the ungodly things spoken against us by pious ministers who have
yet to learn ¢ the first principles of the oracles of Christ.” When Jesus
our Divine Master was reviled, he reviled not in return, but ¢ committed
his cause to him who judges righteously,’ thus leaving us ¢an example
that we should follow his steps,’—and as it is the privilege of every Dis-
oiple so may it be the pleasure of every one of us to pray that we may
be filled with the Spirit of the Lord and not the spirit of the reviler,
and pray also for those who, while they oppose others, do in a worse de-
gree oppose themselves, praying that though they have greatly sinned,
God peradventure may grant them space for repentance to the acknowl-
edgement of the truth. (See 2 Tim. 2. 23.)

Shall we close this our first epistle to the citizens of Hillier in 1857
by asking if infidels thus receive the instructions of Christ pertainingto
prayer exd thanksgiving, or do they give diligence to imitate the Lord
Jesus by prayer for evil speakers and opposers?

Yours, pleading for Christ’s pure religion,
D. Ouirnann

. Brighton, Aug., 1857.
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‘DEATH PASSED UPON ALL.

1f, unbiased by theory, system or any analogous doctrine whatever,
we inquire into the structure of revealed religion, and observe what the
Scriptures say of death, we shall see that, asit regards man, the
physical are the minor laws in the case, and that life and death, in him,
were laid originally on an axle of moral truth ; and not on atoms and
an imperfect fibre, “1In the day thou ecatest thercof thou shalt
surely die.” Gen, ii.

In the moral, as in the physical world, the Creator operates not by &
succession of individual acts, but develops details from units—Eve from
Adem and all from Eve. The species, follow the laws of the genus ; the
laws of the unit are the laws of the details; the laws of the whole the laws
ofall the parts. Therefore when Adam sinned, the race sinned ; and
ergo his sin accounts for both his own death and ours, It follows
also that, when he was condemned, the race was condemned. Hence
he by the organic moral law, and we both by this and the organic
natural law are 4 sinful race, born out of communion with God, and
existing under his wrath according tothat original adjudication to
death. ¢ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return.” Gen. iii.
By one sweeping fiat of the moral Governor of the universe, the thou-
sands of millions that make the details of the race, have since the fall,
successively sunk into the abyss of death. Fatal fall ! could we see
this crowd in a column, wending its solitary course around the globe ;
weeping oceans of tears ; filling the concave of heaven with its des-
pairing cries ; and finally animating the path it trod with its blood,
what desperation would inspire us! the grizly anatomy stalks from rank
to rank, and, by disease and sasualty, strikes through the staggered col-
umn with dismay, anguish, and death. 'Who can arrest his arm ? Who
abolish death ? May o man strip her robes of light from the shoulders
of the Morn ? or set fire to and burn up the curtains of Night 7 May he
drive the Sun from the zodiae, or the Moon from the sapphire sky ? or
chase the flock of golden stars from heaven’s ethereal fold ? No ! God
can. He canabolish death.—Walter Scott.

Asthe antagonistic forces of gravitation and repulsion are harmonized
in the motion of the earth, so God’s foreknowledge and our own free-
will and agency are sweetly consorted and wedded to each other in our
obedience to Christ. .
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BD\LFITS OP RI‘ LIGIOLS CONTROVERSY.

There are some who think tlmt controversy onreligious subjects does
no good, and ought, therefore, to be avoided. It is, no doubt, true that
there have been often controversics about trifles, and there have been,
also, controversics about matters of great moment, that have been con-
ducted in such a mannner and spirit as to have done, probably, more
harm than good. While we are willing to allow all this, we are, how-
ever, bold to affirm that religious controversy, when conducted in a right
spirit, with proper ends in view, has been, and still is, a most important
means of tending to promote a healthfulness in the religions world. A
thunder-storm in the air, and an agitation in the ocean, are not more
necessary in the natural world to promote salubrity and drive away
noxious influences, than is a controversial agitation in cliciting truth,
dispelling error, and tending to scparate the healthful from the per-
nicious. ‘

What would tend more to the climination of truth among the adher-
ents of Rome than a properly conducted discussion in that Cherch of
some of the more vital doctrines of Christianity 7 Is not the stagnation
of contxo\'era) on these pomts an occasion of great spiritual corruption
apd miasma? And cven among Protestant churches we are verily
persuqdcd that a most important step towards a healthful and consist-
ent union will be in connexion with a rightly conducted controversy or
discussion about thosc matters that form, at present, barriers between
them, and keep them partially or entirely alienated from onz another.
How are many of these difficultics to be overcome 2 It is not by repress-
ing all discussion, but by a fricndly interchange of views on the points
of differcnce, in order.to a better mutual understanding, which may
promote “ the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” The agitation
of controversy will tend to shake the things which can be shaken that
they may be removed, in order that, ¢the things which cannot be
shakeu may remain.” The IFree and United Presbyterian Churches

have, for some time, been contemplatuw the desirableness of a union ;
but how is it to be eftected ?—Is it by quashing all discussion of the
points that now divide them? No, it is by afree and fricndly inter-
change of sentiment on the controverted subjects, so that they may
reciprocally apprehend what the real difference between them is, and
whether that difference, if any, is sufficient to keep them in separate
ecclesiastical organizations. We repeat it, that religious controversy,
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conducted with a proper object in view, is an important step towards the
removal of those barriers that now preventa fuller uni n among Chris-
tains of different denominations. Yor our own part, we engage in con-
troversy, not for the sake of controversy, but for the sake of truth.—
Truth has less to fear from the agitation of discussion than from the
stagnation of indifference or non-enquiry.—Canada Lvangelist.

LL.D.

¢ Iknow what that means,” I hear a schoolboy say; ¢ it means
Doctor of 7 aws; and perhaps he adds musingly, “T hope it will some
day be attached to my name. IHow fine it would sound! ¢©ZRichard
Williams, LL.1). Well, [ won't soil my hands at a dirty trade, like
Philip Smith, who is learning to be a blacksmith ; but Il stick to my
books, go to college, study law, and then I shall have a chance for a
great name in the world.”

Adl that may be, Master Richard, though I warn you to look out for
Philip Smith, that he does not become an educated, honorable mmn
before you, with all your high notions, and hopc of college training,
His love of reading, and fondness for listening to the comversation of
sensible men, speak well for him, even though his hands and face are
soiled with his trade. Iread of an LL.D. the other day, very unlike
the kind you hope to become. He never went to college, and worked
hard most of his life, at the trade of leather dressing, so that he was
called LL.D., or the I earned I eather Lresser.”” Ile scorned not tp
soil his bands at what you call a * dirty trade,” and worked so well at
it, that the leather he dressed was the best that could be obtained:
Yet with all this, he became a truly educated, refined man. He found
lime al night lo read and improve his mind, and when he died left a
library to the Historical Society of Massachusetts worth ten thousand
pounds. YWhat was better than all, he did not buy his books for dis-
play, or to pretend tn a literary taste, but read them himself, aud as

his native language was the only one he understood, selected principally
English books. Yet to compensate for his lack of college training, he
owned and rend translations of all the Greek and Latin authors.

He died, leaving behind bim the name of an honorable, refined, and
truly educated man, and yet worked most of his life at a trade. So
you see, Richard, the boys who are forced to learn trades have a: chance
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to make as great attainments as those to which you aspire. You must
study hard, and improve your advantages well, or some of them will
outstrip you.

The sons of working men like T'hilip Smith, may receive great en-
couragement by the life of the  Learned Leather Dresser 3 and those
who say they have no time for books, and no need of knowledge, as
they are expecting to become mechanies, should blush as they read of
his wonderful acquirements and faithfal labours. I hope that if any
who read this paper, sigh over their shortened schooldays and hard
work, and envy their companions who have more liberal advantages,
they will remember that there is more than one kind of LL. D,

M E W,

INFIDELITY IN LONDON.

Few, indeed, can have any conception, how thoroughly infidel Lon-
don, as a whole, has become. Not many, we suppose, regard the Island
of Jamaica as altogether the model of a Christian country; and the
South Sea Islands, when thought of at all, must be thought of as still
in some deyree, darkened by the departed shadows of Paganism. And
yet it is a statistical fact, that tried by the test of church membership,
in proportion to the population, Jamaica is about stz times more Chris-
tian than London, and tbat tried by the test of church attendance, in
proportion to the population, Tonga and its sister islands are about seven
times moreso. The capital of the most Christian country in the world,
in its downward progress, and these remote islands of the sea, in what,
we trust, may be deemed their progress upwards, passed one another
long ago, and are now so widely apart in their religious standing, as to
have become the legitimate subjects, not of comparison, but of contrass.

! 1t is-ascertained that considerably more than a million of the adult
: Citizens of the metropolis—a greater than formed, in the middle of the

ast century, the entire population of Scotland—attend no place of pub-

lic worship. Well does a gentleman remark, that while some delight
to designate the Established Church of England as the Church of the
poor, and others to speak of Methodism as the poor man’s religion, the
poor-of London have no church whatever, and their only religion is
practical heathenism.
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REPORT OF THE NOVA SCOTIA ANNUAL MEETING.

According to appointment, the Annual Meeting of the Disciples in
Nova Scotia convened at Newport, on Saturday, 27th June, and the
two following days. The brotherhood secemed to enjoy a truly refresh-
ing season, being favored with speaking brethren who proved themselves
quite competent for their task. Monday afternoon brother John Me-
Donald being called to the Chair, the whole meeting went into com-
mittee on business a'ter reading the committee’s report for the year
ending June 29th, 1857,—Thns:

MISSIONARY FUNDS COLLECTED.

From Missionary friends at Milton, by J. Minard, . £1
« Church at Newport, by J. A. Harvie, . . .
Do. River John, by James Lang, . . . .
Do. Douglas, by J. Kulewp, . . . . .
Do. Cornwallis, bp J. A, Wood, . . . .

W OOt v
o
W, -T O
woeo oo

£33 16 3
A EXPENDED BY ORDER OF THE BOARD,
To brother John McDonald, . . . . £5 00
To brother E. Pickings, . . . . . 5 389
To brother Livingston, on visiting us, . 1 10 0
To brother Jas. B. Barnaby, . . . . 2100
£14 39

Balance left in funds not expended, . . . . . . £19126
PROSPECTIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Friends at Milton, by brother John Minard,. . . . £14 00

Church at Newport, by brother J. A. Harvie, . . . 812 6

Do. at Douglas, by hrother J. Keleup, . . . . . 8 00

£30 12 6

Resolved, Ist. that the following seven brethren constitute the man-

aging committee for Missionary business during the year ending June,

1858, viz:—John Minard, Jas. A Harvie, Jas. A. Wood, Jas. Alex.

Maginnis, Wm. E. Casey, James Stevensand John B. Wallace, of
whom four shall constitute a quoram. ~ Sasens

2nd. That Wm. E. Casey, preside, and John B. Wallace be cor-
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responding secretary and treasurer.

3rd. That the next Annual Co-operation Meeting be held in Corn-
wallis, on the last Saturday in June, 185%, and following days.

4th. That a vote of thanks by the church at Newport be offered to
the brethren at Milton for their christian expression of brotherly kind-
ness in the gift thankfully received by the hand of brother John Me-
Donald.

Then adjourned.

The Committee feel themselves bound in behalf of the mecting to
express their most sincere thanks to brothers 1I. Vaughan and James
Harvie for their liberality and kindness so heartily expressed toward
the friends during the term of the meetings, not forgetting the unwea-
ried attention and kindness of every member of their families, both old
and young, who took such deep interest in making all combrtable.

Signed in behalf of the Committee,
Jonx B, Warnaer,

Cor. Fec.,

—_——.———

CO-OPERATION FOR SPREADING THE GOSPEL.

Under the divection of the inspired Apostles we read of no organiza-
tion or institution for the diffusion and perpetuation of christianity in
the world, but the church.  And this when properly cquipped is ade-
quate for all the purposes contemyplated by God. TLet it be noted that
the work entrusted to the disciples by the Saviour before he left the
world, was not to civilize mankind—not to diffuse literature, or science,
or morality, though all these nccessarily follow in the train : but to
propagate the Gospel—to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation—to

turn men from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to the !

service of the living God.
No other institution, therefore, can occupy the position or undertake
to perform the work witheut becoming a rival to that appointed by

God, implying either the divine arrangement in instituting the church !

is imperfect—that it cannot answer the purpose in view, or that it has
become recreaat, and : Landoned the work.

That the Gospel was widely diffused over the world in the days of the
Apostles connot be called in question by any one who has read the New
Testament. Paul says, (Rom. xv_: 19,) “that from Jerusalem and
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round about unto Illymcum I have f ully prc%lned the Gospel of Christ.”
If it was the casc then, that without any other agency than the chureh,
the Gospel was propagated over the world, cannot the same results be
obtained in the present day by the same means? If the Apostles
called in the aid of no Missionary Society, nor human organization, to
accomplish the work in their day, but operated only through the chureh,
and such glorious results were produced ; does it not show that the
church was every way adequate for the work assigned it, and needed
nothing of the arrangements of men to repder it more efficient ?
And if competent for the work in the days of the Apostles, what is
there to prevent its entire competence in the present day ?  Indeed,
every thing isin favor of the present period. T'he facilities of travelling
and of transmitting letters and books, ave greater in the present day
than in the days of the apostles ; and these were the means by which
they kept up co-operation among the churches.

I regard this as an unanswerable argument, then, in favor of all
evangelical operations being accomplished through the church, to the
exclusion of any sucicty of human appointment. It stands upon the
same footing as the argument which we are accustomed to use in refer-
ence to creeds and formulis.  Weare accustomed to say, that, if the
Word of God is able to make us wise unto salvation and thoroughly to
furnish us to all good works—what need of human erceds? If the
world was converted and churches disciplined and instructed without
buman ereeds, what use can there be for them now. So we say in ref-
crence to the propagation of the Gospel.  If the apostles and primitive
disciples cffected itsrapid and extensive diffusion with no other organi-
zation than the church, what need is there now to set up any rival estab-
lishinent, to aid in accomplishing that for which the chureh” has been
appointed, and for which work it has proved itself every way competent.

. To institute any such organization is to take for granted that what

:
!
|
|
|

wrought well in the days of the Apostles does not suit’ now ; and that
man’s devices are to be preferred to the instituted ar r'nwen*ent of God.

But perhaps it will be replied, that, in instituting Missionary, State,

District, and other socictics, it is not designed to detract any from the
operations of any particular church—that the centralization of a Mission-
ary society is asked for, only as a means of connecting the differeat
churches in associations, so as to accomplish by them, in their united
capacity, what, as single congregations, they could not effect. This
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would imply then, thdt there was no co-operaiion of churches in the
apostles’ day as they had no such ascociational arrangement. If this asso-
ciation of churches had beenrequired to produce co-operation would not
the Apostleshave had it ? Was it the casc then, that the Apostlesand
primitive disciples had no co-operation among the churches, by not
having any associational arrangements ?  Rather, had they not co-ope-
ration to the greatest extent, and of the very best kind 7 They evi.
dently avoided this centralizing method of co-operation, because of its
inefficiency and dangerous tendency : for history informs us that when-
ever the representative councils and assemblies began to be convened,
the churches began to decline in zeal, and envyings, jealousies, debates,
pride and domination, became the order of the day: paving the way
for the final development ofthe Man of Sin, in all his arrogance and
deceitfulness.

But that the Apostles had co-operation, and that ofthe very best kind,
is abundantly manifest from all that is recorded of them in the New
Testament. When Paul was labering at Thessalonica, did not the
church at Philippi minister to his support, sending once and again for
that purpose? When the disciples at Jerusalem were in a state of ne-
cessity, did not the church in Antioch, Corinth, and the regions of Ma-
cedgnia and Achaia send to their relief? And if further information is
wanted on the subject, see how the church in Antioch procecded in
reference to the sending forth of Barnabas and Saul.  Indeed, it is
manifest to me that the co-operation in those days was much mere ex-
tensive and efficient than it can ever possibly be by means of any repre-
sentative assemblies whatever.—Wm. Thompson.

DR. 8. E. SHEPARD ABROAD.

Dr. S. E. Shepard, late pastor of the Seventecnth st. Disciples
church, iu this city, hassailed for Europe, to be absent from one to two
years. He left in the steamer ¢ Atlantic,” Saturday, August lst, in
company with A. C. Bullett, Esq., of Louisville, and other friends.—
During hisabsence, Dr. Shepard is expected to visit Germany, France,
Ttaly, Great Britain, Hgypt, Palestine, and perhaps some other coun-
tries of the old world. He will collect curiosities and works of rare
value for the Library of Christian University, Mo., in behalf of which
this journey is undertaken. We hope tv hear from him occasionally
through the coloumns of the Chronicle.

While in this eity, Dr. Shepard has won the esteem of a large eircle
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of friends in his church, and in the Bible Union, whose prayers will
follow him through all his travels.

The New York Chronicle brings to us this intelligence. Ina brief
epistle received from brother Shepard a few weeks ago, we were assured
that he would, if he could obtain a little leisure, send usa communiea~
tion for the Christian Banner; but havjng learned that he has been
chosen to fill the chair of Biblical Literature in Christain Uuniversity,
of Canton, Missouri, and having observed that he has set out upon a
long foreign tour, we need not now expeet to hear from him directly.—
Brother Bullet, of whom mention is made above, has been pleased to
make a donation to Christian University of $25,000.

D. 0.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Exchange papers tell us of eight bundred and ten additions made
within the past two months to the household of Disciples.

Friend Richards, of Illinois, reports two who recently confessed Jesus
the Redeemer.

Brother J. C. Stark, wholabored faithfully for s number of weeks at
Athol and Hillier, immersed nine at the former place of meeting and
also nine at the latter. There were likewise three reclaimed during
these meetings. The prospects in all that country are as favorable for
the successful presentation of the gospel of Christ as at any period with-
in our knowledge ; but laborers are not obtainable.  Brother Stark,
with whom the brethren are sorry to part, has left for hisown abode in
Ohio.

D. 0.

e e e n e e

G0OD NEWS FROM COBOURG.

Cobourg, 'ith Aug., 1857.
Drar Bzotrer Ourpnant :—My duty required me to write a few
lines for the ¢ Banner” before now, but it has been delayed in order to
embody as much information as possible in the sameletter. We hada
visit from our beloved brethren Kilgour and Lister in the Spring, and
though they had to encounter difficulties, their labors were crowned
with success. Eight confessed Christ, and were immersed in his name,

o
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" and ninc of the Lord’s people who were not before members of this

———

congregation united with us.  We now number twenty-four members,
and there are some regular hearers whom we hope to see give them.
sclves to the Lord ere long. O7 that we may walk together as brethren,
and love cach other with a pure heart fervenily.

We have two public meetings on Lord’s day, and a Bible €Class well
atiended by the youth of the congregation. 'There are two cvening
meetings during the week—one for the practice of singing, the other
for prayer.  When we Jook at the past end compare it with the present,
we thank the Lord and take courage.

We have crected a neat little chapel on Seminary Street, which will
be opened for worship the first Lord’s day in September, (the Lord wil-

- ling,) and trust that you and sister Oliphant will be with us on the
* oceasion.

Yours in the gospel,

A, L,

SUPPORT FOR PLERIOPICALS.

“Two of the oldest papers in the country have formally eschewed
the credit systewm, and taken to the cash plan.  The enormous losses
sustained by papers, on the eredit system, ix, no douht, the cause of this
change. Iiven religious papers, wliose subseribers.might be sapposed to
be honest, arcread year after year by thuse who pay nothing for them.”

The above we extract from an exchange paper. What is called the
cash principle in the periodical department is becoming -fashionable.

We have steadfastly resisted it, believing shat we could honor the Lord |

- and his cause much more by sending this pager to every one calling for
. it and trusting to every honorable friend to forward the “ necdlul’ accor-

ding to ability. Tt is our desive to carry with us into every chapter of

life the living generousness of the religivn of Jesus 5 yet the question is

- forging )tedf upon our attention whether it he possible by our Ilabors

to beuelit to any material extent that class of unmindful men who will
for years zeceive and read this monthly without doing their part to fur-
nish it with diet to live on.  Those helpers everywhere who pun('tu.lll)

- mm e e e memme s

¢ give those things that are needful’ as well as say “be ye warmed and :

be ye flled” will please accept of our christian acknowiedgements—not
that they bave done anything for us, but we thank them in the name’
of christianity. A o

i ’ D. O.

v
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JUDSON’S NAME.

At a late anniversary of Baptist brethren in the city of the great Lon-
don, 2 nobleman or some high man spoke as follows :

I cannot but give vent to the feclings which actuate me, when I
speak with reverence and affection of the name of Judson. I believe
that name will long survive, and I trust it may, when all distinctions of
creed shall have vanished, and even when the .Anglo-Saxon nation shall
have sunk intooblivion. It is in rexpect for such operations, in affection
for such names, and in a hearty desire to he an humble co-operater with
you in these great works, that I have come here to-day to testify in the
feeble manner that I do to the reverence and affection 1 have for the
work in which you are engayed, and the high esteemI have for all
those who conduct it : and I hope I may say, for all the denomination
of Baptists, who, heart and soul, by purse and energy, are contributing
to the advancement of this great cause. :

THE MESSENGER AND THE INDEPEXDENT.

Speaking of the Baptist Messenger, our neighbor the Independent,
of Toronto City, says——

“The ¢ hristian [Baptist] 7’essenger, for reasons, best known to~
itself, will not show to us the ordinary courtesy due from one man to
another, tosay nothing of religious journalists of cupying our disclaimer
of cevtain feelings it aseribed to us.  If this ixa specimen of its mode
of conducting controversy, it may vaftly challenge us to the combat, for
no onc with any self-respect would engage on such terms.” -

It cecms that the Messenger is disposed to treat other journals as
well as the Christian Bawnerwith discoartesy.

D. O.
——————

NOT ENDORSED.

In a recent issuc of this monthly, speaking of conventions and state
societics, we quoted a paragraph from the “Clristian Scutinel,” of 11-
linois, which gave an account of a convention of evangelists. We did

*this simply to call attention to the fact thatit was full time for the ‘wise

men’ of the brotherhood everywhere to examine the merits of such eon-

" ventions. A brother wifites to us that he is sorry we entlorsed the “Sen-

tinel”’—and we t0o should be sorry if the Ranner bad endorsed what
our friend the “Sentinel” said concerning this convention of evzngelists.

D. o




258 TRE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

DR. BARCLAY’S NEW WORK :
“THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.”

James Challen & Son, Bulletin Building, Philadelphia, will publish
October, 1857, THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING; or Jerusalem,
as it was, as it is, and as it is to be, by Dr. J. T. Barclay, late Miss.
ionary to Jerusalem. Highly embellished with Chromographic Illumi- |
nations, Steel Engravings by the best Artists, Periscopic Panorama of
the entire Circuit of the City and Environs, Explanatory Diagrams and
Maps, and fine Wood Engravings. - The Engravings will be executed
in the highest style of art, from Photographs and original designs illus-
trating the various phrases of the City ANCIENT, MEDIEVAL,
MODERN, AND MILLENNIAL. Also, Restoration of the Temple
and' City as invested by Titus—Notices of its Jewish, Christian, and
Heathen Antiquities—Its Present Political and Moral Condition—Fu-
-ture Prospects, &c., &e.

This work ig the result of investigations made during threc and s
half years residence in the Holy City, with facilities for prosecuting re~
searches never heretofore enjoyed. It was undertaken with special ref-
erence to the elucidation of the Holy Scriptures, the Talmud, the Works
of Josephus, the Crusaders, and Pilgrim Chroniclers. The m:ny valu-
able discoveries made in the Temple Enclosure, and other sacred local-
ities, to which Dr. Barclay was admitted by special Firman, with per-
nission to explore these hallowed spots, so jealously guarded for many
centuries, and now for the first time presented to the Christian public,
will introduce’as new era in sacred topography.

It will be printed on superior paper, from new type, and handsomely
bound in embossed cloth, with gilt emblematic backs and sides. ~ Over,
500 large &vo. pages.

Price $3.50, Moroceo, full gilt, $5.00. Fy mail, posipaid.

As this work will be sold chiefly by sabscription, and be universally
popular, we wish Agents in every town and county in the Union and
the Canadas. Liberal per centage allowed.

Orders for the work must be accompanied with cash. _

Agents applying must furnish testimonials of character. The work
will be sold to them on liberal terms. All orders filled in rotation.—
Send on immediately. ‘ N

*,* Thiz work, it is expected, will be issued early in October.




