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PREFACE.

"THE many encouragmg testimonies which the

Author met with in the publication of a Journal
of his Travels among the North West Ameri-
can Indians, during the years 1820-1-2 and 3,
as Chaplain to the Hon. Hudson’s Bay Company,
induce him to lay before the Public an addi-

- tional Journal of a Mission to the Indians of

the British' Provinces of New Brunswick, and
Nova Scotia, and the Mohawks on the Ouse or
Grand River, Upper Canada, durmg the years
1825 and 1826. s

The Auth@___bas written openly, candldly,
from the heart, and under a weight of respon-
sibility, in making known the destitute state of
thousands not only among the Aborigines of
“The North €Country,” but also of European
Settlers in the moreremote parts of the aforesaid
British Provinces, who have ng/one to proclaim
to them the divine message of mercy, and admi-

“nister to them in the dry and barren wilderness
the cup of salvation. In testifying of what he

has seen and known in fact and observation, he
can truly say that his sole and simple object has
been to do good in exciting a further Christian
sympathy, and a .more active, exertion in the
supply of then' spiritual wants.

Commeice has traversed the desert and

Colonies have been planted in “ the waste

S
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vi PREFACE.

- places,” which are preparing a way, through
Divine Providence, for the conversion of “the
uttermost parts of the earth.” It challenges
thercfore a. deep conmsideration, whether in
holding of Provinces, and widely extensive
territorics, efforts are made to diffusc Scriptural
light and knowledge correspondent with the
means possessed ; and whether Missionaries
-’ are going forth from among us under a right
" impulse, labouring in their arduous engage-
“ments, in simplicity of faith, and With carnest
piety for the furtherance of the Redeemer’s
kingdom. Enlightened by the Divine Spirit,
may numbers give themselves to this conse-
" crated work, and may the Gospel be propagated,

‘“not in word only, but also in power,” through-

out the Qestitute Settlements, and among our

Red Brethren in the wilderness, who are “ fast

melting away,” to use their own beautiful

metaphor, “like snow before the sun,” as the
" .whites advance, and colonize their native soil.

" The Author has added his remarks upon the
climate, -country, and population, which fell . .
under'fxis own immediate. observation, which
he trusts (with élhe map prefixed) will afford
accurate jnformation, .and prove - interesting
to the Reader. -

May, 1527.
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CHAPTER 1.

LEAVE ENGLAND.,—BANKS OF NEWFOUNDLAND.—NEW
YORK. — SLAVERY. — POPULATION OF AMI-ZR.ICA. -_
CLIMATE.—BOSTON.—SALEM.,— PURITAN’S EDUCATION.
~—PENOBSCOT BAY.—INDIANS.-—EASTPORT PASSAMA-
QUODDY. — INDIANS.— BAY OF FUNDY.— ST. JOHN’S
NEW BRUNSWICK,~—~LOYALISTS.—SUSSEX VALE INDIANS.

"ON my return from Hudson’s Bay, after an

absence of nearly three years and a half, em-

ployed in laying the foundation of the North

West American Mission, I was requested by
the New .England Company, incorporated in
the reign’‘of Charles the Second, 1662, to under-

take a mission to the Indians of New Brunswick -

and the adjoining British Province of Nova
Scotia. At the same time instructions were
given me, to visit the several stations of Indians
in the aforesaid provinces, and also the Mohawks
on ‘t{le Grand River, Upper Canada, previous
to my return to England.
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210 BANKS OF-NEWFOUNDLAND.

I left London under this engagement, June
the 2nd, in the York Packet, bound to New
York, United States. In beating down chan-
nel, the wind was contrary, and continued to
blow fresh ahead till we anchored off the Isle of
Wight. A favourable breeze then springing
up, we set sail ; and as~the British shores re-
ceded from my view, I was driven by the winds
‘in a direction from all that I held most dear
upon earth. It was a moment of trial, but it
taught me more deeply the value of faith, as a
- divine principle. This bore me on amidst the
hurried feelings of our common nature, belicv-
ing that I was embarked on a mission to the
heathen for some substantial good, and that
missionary labours, though attended with im- -
. perfection, were yet a link in the chain of
human agency, by which the knowledge of the
' Chnstlan religion was to be spread throughout

a fallen world. :

. We passed the Lizard on the 10th, and
reached the Banks of Newfoundland the 27th.
In approaching these shoals, so valuable for the
cod-fishery, we experienced the prevailing
weather ; cold rain, thunder storms, and a
foggy atmosphere. In taking this northerly
direction, it was the intention of the Captain to
have avoided the Gulf Stream, but we fell-
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within its influence on the morning of July the
Ist. This current is a very remarkable one,
running in a north-easterly direction along the

coasts of America, from the Gulf of Mexico,

and Cape Florida. ; Its width is from forty to
fifty miles, widening towards the north, as it
proceeds in a semicircular course, touching the
southern part of Newfoundland. The water of
this phenomenon is frequently found from ten
to fifteen degrees warmer than the air, and
sometimes considerably more. The velocity
of the current near its source, is about four knots
an hour, but varies, as affected by the wind.
The Hon. Mr. Rush, returning from his em-
bassy to America, with his family, were on board
the Packet. 'They were friendly to missions,
and every benevolent exertion to disseminate

scriptural and enlightened knowledge through--

out the world. His excellency was pleased to
give me letters of introduction to some distin-
guished families, with a view to my obtaining
some uscful information on the state of the

Indians, in ‘my route through the eastern part

of the United States, to the British Provinces.
On the morning of July the 10th, we heard the
cheering exclamation from the sailors of, land!

-land! and disembarked the following day, at

New York. My stay in the city was but for a
G4
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212 ' SLAVERY.

few days; and in gleaning knowledge and
information, I was introduced to a Slave Hol-
der from South Carolina, who in a conversation
on the subject of slavery, literally expressed his
surprise that I should think Negroes ¢ had
souls like whité men ;” and meeting afterwards,
at the boarding house, with an intelligent
gentleman from one of the slave-holding States,
and expressing my surprise that slavery should
exist at all in America, the first, principle of-
whose government declares, that < all men are
by nature free, equal, and independent;” he
observed, that it could not be supposed that
Negroes were considered or thought of as
included in the expression, “all men.” How-
ever persons may sophisticate as apologists for
slavery, its existence is grossly inconsistent
with the great charter of the nation. It is true,
that England first carried slavery to the shores
of America, but having thrown off their alle-
" giance, and made the above noble declaration
in the spirit of their copstitution, every princi-
ple of reason, consistency, and justice, demands
the freedom of more than a million of human
beings, who are held in oppressive bondage
within the territories of the United States. The
general government have condemned its unna-
tural and forced cruelty, an slavery'is abo-

v
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lished at New York, and throughout the eastern -

States ; yet, by an ¢ Imperium in imperio,’ in the

government of separate States, it exists from.

the city of Washington throughout the -south-
ern States. Its/.existence at all, must be
considered, by every honest mind, as a national
disgrace, and “forms a blot in the escutcheon
of America which all the waters of the Atlantic
cannet wash out.” Difficulties may exist, and

emancipation may be gradual, but let it be °
pursued both by England and America, as abso-

lutely necessary. I tremble for my country,”
said a late president of the United States, Mr.
Jefferson, “ I tremble for my country, when I

 reflect that God is just.” Humanity may miti-
. gate their suﬂ'ﬁings; and habit render the

slaves less sensible of their degradation, but
their general state is truly pitiable, and that of
severe affliction. - o '
‘ Hark ! heard ye not that pierci'ng‘ cry
Which shook the waves and rent the sky ? ‘
E'en now, e’en now, on yonder western shores
Weeps pale despair, and writhing anguish roars.”

It is a.melancholy fact that they find it rrioré
advantageous to breed slaves in the western

parts of Virginia.and Georgia, than to raise the
appropriate produce of the_ <oil, and there are
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seasons when many hundreds, if not thousands,
are driven down like cattle to New Orleans for
sale in the markets. In the more immediate
want of slaves, advertisements like the follow-
ing, which I copied from a Virginia Newspaper, .
under date of J uly, 1825, are frequently to be
met with.-

“CASH FOR NEGROES.” o
« A liberal price to-be paid for a few likely
yaung Negroes, men and women,” &ec. &e.
And one of the papers advertized for sale,
“ An excellent servant, 26 years old, with, or
wzthout @ child, six months old.”

"« What is man ? and what man seeing this,
And having human feeling, does not blush,
And hang his head, to think himself a man ?”

It is in those changes, however, which are
now spreading over the globe, that we look for
an alteration in the brutalizing and cruel sys-

‘tem of slavery. A system, which England and

the United States never ®an perpgfuiate. The
tide of the world is happily in opposition to it ;
and the general wish of the people in Great
Britain and America will, no doubt, by a suc-
cession of steps, at length prevail. It is only by
monopoly, that the slave system can be main-
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tained ; for in ‘the more enlightencd policy of

' governments in fostering the rising liberties of

the world, all monopolies will cease. Free
labour will be brought into competition, and
found far more valuablé than the labour of
slaves ; and a free market will be opened to a
fair competition in the sale of sugai', which will
gradually knock off every fetter, and enfran-
chise millions of our fellow men, who are now
enslaved under the guilt of cruelty and injustice.

The city of New York is in north latitude,
about 40, and situated at the mouth of one
of the finest rivers in the -world, called .the
Hudson, which opens a free communication
with Albany, and manpy other inland tcl?‘ms
towards Canada, and the Lakes. 'The streets
are long and regular, and the houses good/ and

_it elaims the pre-emihence of all other cities '

in the United States, as the London of Aa/nenca,
from the extent of its population, excellent
markets, and yielding in tonnage and customs
to the Republic, nearly one half of 1ts revenue.
~Except the City Hall, there are but few public
buildings worthy of particular notice. As a

favourite promenade, the Battery/is deservedly‘ .

so, though wanting space for the'numbers who
resort there on summer evenings.—A beautiful
‘Bay expands before it, presenting to the eye
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216 NEW YORK.

vessels of every description arriving and sgiling

- with every breeze that blows.—The inhabitants
of this great commercial city strike the eye
of a stranger, landing immediately from the
opposite shores, as generally of a consumptive
‘habit, wanting that healthy appearance, and
florid complexion, which characterize the
English. Mendicity was no where to be seen.

I was never arrested by the voice of the beggar
in the streets; nor is the eye or ear of the
public at-any time offended with profligate
females, ‘as in.the métropolis of the mother
country. Every where you see an active,
~ inquisitive, enterprising people, and ‘the whole
state is flourishing in- her internal improve-
ents, to an extent unparalleled in any other
state “in_the unfon. - Religious Societies are
upon. themm\iwm@, and appear to be conducted
with an increasing and well-directed zeal ; while
_the whole populatlon\f\Amerlca, consisting
B of more than eleven millions, scattered over an
extent of more than one million of- square
miles, is every hour becoming a more numerous,
and a more reading population. The light of
science and the arts is diffusing its influence

~ through every part -of the rapidly-growing
Commonwealth ; while every facility is afforded
to the instruction of, the' rising gencration at
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large. ¢ We regard a ‘genera.l system of edu-

* cation (said an American orator) as a wise and

liberal system of policy, by which property,
and life, and the peace of society are secured.
We seek to prevent in some measure the ex-
tension of the Penal Code, by giving sound and
seriptural knowledge at an early age; and we
hope for a security beyond thé law, and above
the law, in the prevaﬁ)ce of enlightened and
well-principled moral ‘yentiment.’” Nor is the
education of the Indiats neglected. It appears

by an official statement, that ¢ The American -

Government appropriates the sum of ten thou-
sand dollars annually for their  civilization,

" - which is producing very berieficial effects, by
improving the condition of the various Tribes
" in the United States; already thirty-two Schools

are established in . the Indian nations, and for
the most part are well-conducted, in which,
during the past year, nine hundred and sixteen
youths of both ‘sexes, have been instructed in
reading, writing, arithmetic, and all the ordi-

Jnary occupations of life. - So large a body of

well-instructed youths, of whom several hun-

~dred will- ann\;ll'y ‘return to their homes,

cannot fail to f ect a beneficial change in the
condition of this unhappy race.’

The climate of New, York is variable in the
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extremes of heat and cold, and must in a
degree affect'the constitution from the sudden

- transitions of the weather. The direct heat of

the sun at the time of my arrival, was unusually
great, and very oppressive. The thermometer—
stood at 97, and 98, in the shade; and ranged
from_ 120, to 130, in the sun. In consequence
of this exeessive heat, a greater mortahty pre-
vailed, than ever ordinarily happened in the
city in one week before. Nearly sixty sud-
den deaths occurred—-thlrty-three principally
among the Irish labourers from drinking cold
water, and others from apoplexy, and inflama-
tion of the brain. So vast a country as
America, extending on each side of the equator

nearly from the north to the southern pole,
"must necessarily have every variation af soil,.

as of climate. From the richness of its natural
productions, it has been justly called ‘A
treasury of nature, holding -out every en-
couragement to industry, and all that can
engage the enterprize of man. Should the

people of .this immense continent be formed -
- eventually into great Independent States, they

promise to become, in union, the most power-
ful and happy people in the world. ¢ The eyes
of the oppressed are even now turning wist-

A‘ fully (says an able writer on the advancement

Q
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of society) to this land of freedom, and the
- kings of the continent already regard with awe
~ and disquietude the new Rome rising in the -

west, the foreshadows of whose greatness yet
to be, are extending dark and heavy over their
-dominions, and obscuring the lustre of their

"~ thrones.’ '
- Leaving New York, I proceeded on my way

to Boston, the ‘cradle of the revolutionary war,
and ‘the head quartery of Unitarianism,” a

- sentiment that prevails ndt only in this capital,

but also in many towns ian New England. .The
vcity, like that of New York, presents a flourish-
ing population, and the style of buildings,
manners, customs, and dress of the citizens
indicate a refined and happy state of society.
Boston,. however, has much more the appear-
ance of an ‘English town, than New York ; and
the park, called <the Mall,’ consisting of more
than forty acres, adds much ‘to the beauty of
the city, and the comfort of the inhabitants.

\

\

There is an independent air, and coldness of |

manner, which at first prejudices travellers ; but
the kindness .and hospitality, with the good
sense and intelligence, I generally met with,
led me to conclude that some of my country-

- men had not stated correctly the American

icharacter. There is onc peculiarity however
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_sin American habits, which i particularly

offensive to strangers, that of spltimg, from the
use of tobacco. This nauseous custom is not
~ confined ‘to one class of .persons, but is prac-

- tised by those, who, in every other respect, are -

gentlemen. Travellers may also be annoyed
at times, with the national foible of gascon-
ading, which has led some of thej ejr ‘acute and

sensible men, to say jocosely, ‘that they expect. '

. their countrymen will soon-begin to assert,
that they are not only thé most powerful, and
.the most learned, but the oldest nation in the
world.’ . :
The roads from Boston are as good as the
“turnpike roads of England, and such was the
prevailing spirit of opposition among the coach
proprietors, that we travelled some stages nearly

" at the rate of ten ‘miles an hour. In passing
‘through Salem, on my way to Portland, the
capital of the State of Maine, the town recalled
to my mind, the intolerant and persecuting
~ spirit of the Puritans, towards their countrymen,
who’accompanied themas exiles to the shores of

America, from the untelenting severityand per- ,
secution of ArchbishopLaud, and the troublous

times of Charles the First. Theserefugees crossed

the Atlantic for the sake of liberty ‘of conscicnce -

in matters of religion; but no sooner did some
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of them obtain power in legislative assembly,
" than, by a strange infatuation, they denied to
their brethren in the wilderness, the same
indefeasible right and .privilege. They re-
newed, in the bigotry and narrow prejudices
of their-minds, the persecutions and tortures,
which the primitive Christians had to endure ;
and blindly supposed to effect_that by cruelty
and death, which their own experience should
have convinced them could only be reached by
persuasion, and altered by conviction. At the
same time, numbers were tortured, hung, and
exposed on gibbets, and many burnt to death,
for the supposed crime of witcheraft; till at
length, the minds ‘of these deluded fanatics
were seized with remorse, and a chain of
events followed, which gave to the inhabitants

of New England, the blessings of a diffusive .

cducation, and a full enjoyment of the freedom
of religious opinion. Such indeed is the facility
of instruction now afforded to every branch of

the community, through the means of district-

* or parochial schools, that it is a rare circum-
stance to meet an individual who cannot read
and write, and converse in an intelligent man-
ner on-all common subjects; or a driver of a
stage, who will not ‘guess’ and ¢ calculate’
politics admirably. It is seldom that you hear
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222 EDUCATION.

the English language so badly spoken among
those who hire themselves as “helps’ in families
in America, as you do amongst servants in
England. In the progress of refinement it was
mentioned as afact, that ‘a young woman meet-
ing lately a former fellow-servant, asked her
how she liked her new place, ¢ Very well,’ was
her reply ; ¢Then you have nothing to complain
of?’ “Nothing,’ said she, ‘only master and
mistress ‘talk such very bad grammar.” Their
" education and religious instruction have given
the New Englanders so decided a-cast of na-
tional character, that they are distinguished
among the Americans, like the Scots among

Europeans, as a moral, intelligent, enterprizing-

people.

Like the Americans in general, they are very
fond .of anniversaries, public’ meetings, ora.
tions, and Tejoicings, by which all classes are
reminded of those events which led to their
independence. The term ¢ Yankee,” is, in
good humour, particularly applied to them, and
is said to be derived from ¢ ¥ankoo,” the
name of a hostile tribe of Indians, who were
overcome' by the first settlers, to whom the
vanquished chief gave the name, that it might
riot become extinet. It is from the true-born
Yankees that the United States govertﬁnent

L
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look principally for the supply of a hardy
intrepid race of seamen for their navy.

I met with no Indidns till I reached Penob-
scot Bay, in the neighbourhood of which is a
tribe who have cultivated lands, and are sta-
tionary the greater part of the year. Their
numbers may be about two hundred and fifty ;
and being of the Roman Catholic religion, as
are all the Indians of the adjoining British
provinces, they are visited by a minister of that

‘persuasion, from Boston, every summer. An

attempt has lately been made by an association
of benevolent individuals to establish a Pro-
testant school, with a view to teach them
English, and rescue them from the thraldom of
a superstitious and idolatrous faith; but this

laudable attempt has failed for the present,

through the opposition and influence of the
Catholic priest. After this minister has spent
some time with the Penobscot tribe, he pro-
ceeds in his missionary excursion to visit that
Passamaquoddy, which consists of about the
rie number of souls, who live in a village, on
a tongue of land called Point Pleasant, in the
Bay of Passamaquoddy.

s

~

isited this Indian village, on my arrival at .
t, a small town on the boundary line of .
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224 INDIAN VILLAGE.

courteously received” by the Catholic priest,
who happened then to be resident among the
Indians. He showed me a small neat chapel,
where he officiated, a neat dwelling-house be-
longing to a chief called Saccho Beeson, and
about twenty-five huts, which were very inferior
and dirty in their arrangement. Near to these
buildings is a log-house of about fifty feet long,
where they meet to hold their ¢ Talk’ on any
public question that concerns them, and which
is used also for their favourite amusement of
dancing. In the course of conversation, I
asked the Roman Catholic priest, whether he
had any school for the instruction of the Indian
children, and what he taught the Indians ? His
reply was, that he had no school ; but showing
me a manuscript copy of a prayer to the Virgin
Mary, and a form called ¢ Confiteor,” in the
- Indian language, he remarked, ¢ These, Sir,
are what we teach the Indians.” It was grati-
fying to find that an expericnced and zealous
Protestant missionary was making an effort to
improve the state of this tribe, who, like that
of Penobscot, were under the degrading in-
fluence of their religious creed. With a view
- to effect this, he had erected a school-house in
the village, to afford gratuitous instruction in

English, to those Indian children or adults,

“m.



MISSIONARY. 225

who might regularly attend at the appointed
school-hours. - The missionary informed me
that he had many scholars before the arrival of
the Catholic priest, but afterwards the numbets
were greatly diminished. He appeared, how-
ever, determined to persevere in his benevolent

and truly Christian labours, as ke was supported

by the high authorities, was patronized, and
received pecuniary aid from the United States

government and the government of the State .

~ of Maine. The Maine Missionary Society also
encouraged him, in the hope of preventing that
open opposition and direct influence which had
been shown against the establishment of an
English school among the Penobscot Indians.
His plan was, in affording instruction to the
children, to give to their parents implements
of husbandry, to encourage them in the culti-
vation of the soil; and I'saw an acre of wheat
which one of the chiefs had sown, on receiving
the above assistance, with seed corn, that pro-
mised to reward his active industry, by a
plentiful crop. These Indians, though located
within the boundary line of the United States,
have intercourse with those of the British pro-

vince of New Brunswick, and sometimes meet -

them on the river Saint John, to smoke the
calumet,-and brighten the chain of friendship.
Q
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226 LOYALISTS.

Returning to Eastport, I took my passage in

the steam-boat across the Bay of Fundy, and

landed, through a protecting Providence, on
the 8th of August, at Saint John, New Bruns-
wick. This city is situated on a rocky penin-
sula, in latitude 45° 20/, and took its rise in the
the year 1783, when the peace with America
left the loyalists, who had followed the British
standard, to seek an asylum in some part of
the British dominions. It is stated that morc

than four .thousand persons, men, women, and
children, sailed from New York for the .river

Saint John, at that period. The coast was rugged,
and the whole aspett of the country dreary and
uninviting, as they landed on the point where
the city now stands. Nothing was to be seen,
but a few huts erected on the margin of a dark
immense wilderness, and occasionally some of
the natives, clothed: principally with the skins
of animals, particularly the moose-deer, which
were then numerous in the forests. The situ-
ation of these emigrants was of a very ’tryixig
nature, as they had to undergo every privation
and suffering during the rigours of the ensuing
winter. The difficulties which they encoun-
tered, in first clearing the lands, seemed for
some time to be almost insurmountable; and
this is generally the case with all first settlers,
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who engage in the arduous enterprize of
breaking into new and uncultivated wilds.
They are often known to wear out their lives

in toil and labour, for the benefit of those who °

come after them, and who reap, comparatively
speaking, where they have not sown. The
flourishing state of the city, however, since it

took its rise, in a few log and bb.rk huts, about -

forty years ago, and the rising prosperity of
numerous settlements, though confined prin-
cipally as yet to the borders of rivers and well
watered vallies, speak volumes in favour of the
active, persevering, successful industry, and
enterprizing spirit of the loyalists and people
of the province, and. of the advantageous fos-
tering care of the British Government.

I left Saint John the following morning after
my arrival in the city, for the Vale of Sussex,
which presents to the eye some beautifully
picturesque views, on the river Kennebeckasis, .

.88 its tributary streams bend their course

through some good and well cultivated farms.
This settlement, in its first formation, was
much indebted to the active energy and inde-
pendent public spirit of the late Hon. George
Leonard, who lived in a spacious and handsome
residence in this pleasant valley. Near to the
village is a fine spring, from which salt of an
Q2
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228 - ~ INDIANS.

“excellent quality is made, for the table and

culinary purposes; -and if the water were ana-
lyzed, it would no doubt be found to possess
some valuable medicinal qualities. This vale
holds out every encouragement to increased
industry and improvement, as it possesses many
advantages in point of situation and fertility of
soil, and has the great road of communication
passing through 1t to the adjoining province
of Nova Scotia.

The Indians formerly resorted to it, in con- -
siderable numbers, it was their rendezvous in
starting or returning from the chace ; but since
the woods have been driven of animals, and
the soil occupied or taken up by the settlers,
they are seldom now seen on the track, in their
~wandering state of existence. ,

In the hope of benefiting and improving .. -

their eondition, an establishment was formed . -

in the valley, by the New England Company,
soon after the first settlement of the province,
called, ¢ The Academy for instructing and civ-
ilizing the Indians.” It was liberally placed,
by the incorporated Society in London, under
the management and direction of a board of
commissioners, that -consisted of the leading
authorities of the province. Little or no ad- -
vantage, however, accrued to the Indians from
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those plans which were adopted at the A¢ademy

" for meliorating their state, and, in the terms of

the charter, ¢ To ‘propagate and advance the
Christian and Protestant religion among them.’

_ For a series of years every attempt failed, in

the way of effecting any permanent change, or
producing any substantial good among this
degraded portion of our fellow-men ; for after
the Company had incurred a heavy expense,
they reverted to their migratory habits of life,
and again féll under the influence of the Roman
Catholic priests. Norfpas the more recent

plan of the Establishment, as recommended to ’

the Society at home, by the Board of Comis-
sioners in the province, been attended with
much better success towards civilizing and
raising the Indians iii"the moral scale of being.
The pmnclplcf"that was adopted of apprenticing
their chlldrerf at an ea.rJIy age, to different

settlers,- I found”Was. \\Iﬂ)t generally approved-

by the Indians themselves, nor has the plan
proved beneficial to their morals. Under these

circumstances, the New England Company

have resolved upon breaking up the establish-
ment, and would seek, in the application of
their funds, for further good than they have
heretofore met with among our Red brethren
of the wilderness.
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230 INDIANS.

It is not by such means, however, nor any
similar forced process that has been acted upon,
nor any means that compel them to be ‘ hewers
of wood and drawers of water,” in a menial
capacity, that a just expectation can be raised
of any conversion in their state. Their natur-
ally high and independent spirit must be con-
sulted in the attempt to do them good; and
this is best done by encouraging them, on all
favourable occasions, to become settlers on' °
their own lands, or lands which in common
justice should be assigned to them, as the
original proprietors of the soil. An Indian
sees acutely all the relative stations in society,
and feels keenly the contempt with which he
is often treated by white people, on account of
the colour of his skin. A short time. ago,
Saccho Beeson, a chief of the Passamaquoddy
tribe, accompanied a deputation of Indians to
a convention in the state of Maine, for the pur-
pose of asserting their right of property in the
land where they were located. At the house
of accommodation they were put into a back
room for the night, with a small bit of a candle,
where the boots of a consjderable number of
persons, who had arrived fgr the meeting, were
left. The next day this \spirited chief com-
plained to the assembly, how badly Indians
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were qccoxpmod#ted; and being asked to state
what he had to jcomplain of, said, ¢ Boots too
much, and light|too little. ‘

~ The Indians, Lr’lot being encouraged to inter-
marry or mix with white people on terms of
equality, have ieéeded as a distinct people, or
have been driven before those who have car-

" ried commerce, with civilization, far into the

wilderness and/Jands of their forefathers. And
it cannot be otherwise than affecting to an
honest and feeling mind, to recollect the way
in which Europeans first obtained a footing in

their country, and the possession of their patri- '

mony. ¢ You look sorry, brother, said an
American general to an Indian chief, who was
on a visit to the city of New York, ¢ Is there
any thing to distress you?’ <TIl tell you,
brother,’ said lﬁe, ‘1 have been looking at your
beautiful city, the great water, your fihe country,
and see how happy you all are. But then, I
could not help thinking, that this fine country,
and this great water, were once our’s. Our
ancestors lived here; they enjoyed it as their
own, in peace; it was the gift of the Great
Spirit to them and their children. At last
the white people came here in a great canoe ;
they asked only to let them tie it to a tree,
lest -the water should carry it -away: we
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232 - " INDIANS.

consented. They then said, some of their
people were sick, and they asked permission to
land them, and put them. under the shade of
the trec. The ice then came, and they could
not go away ; they then beggeda piece of land
to build wigwams for the winter: we granted
it. They then asked for some corn, to keep

_them from starving: we kindly furnished it.

They promised to go away when the ice was
gone; when this happened, we told them they
must now'go away with their big canoe; but
they pointed to their big guns around their
wigwams, and said they would stay there; and

" we could not make them go away. Afterwards

more came.;. They brought spirituous and in-

. toxicating ﬁquors, of which the Indians became

very, forrd. ~ They persuaded us to sell them
somhe land. Finally they drove us back from
time to time into the wilderness, far from the
water, the fish, and the oysters. They have
destroyed our game, our people are wasted
away, and we live miserable and wretched,
while you are efijoying our fine and ‘beautiful
country. This makes me-sorry, brother, and I
cannot help it.’

It would be a long and a heart-rending. tale,

to rccount the various acts of cruelty, rapaeity,
and injustice, with which they have been gen-

N————w -
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crally treated by Europeqns, since they first
invaded their forests and usurped. their soil.

¢ Society, says Washington Irving, “has ad- -

vanced upon them like a many-headed monster,
breathing every variety of misery. Before it
went forth pestilence, famine, and the sword ;
and in its train came the slow but exterminating
curse of trade: what the former did not sweep
away, the latter has gradually blighted.’ '

But we would turn from the sad review of -
what has passed ‘in the history of these long
injured aboriginal tribes, and indulge the hope

that a just sympathy has at length been
awakened towards those who remain, as claim-
ing not only the commiseration, but the moral
and religious care of Great Britain and America.
The partial suecess which has indeed followed
the occasional “efforts of the American govern-
ment for the eivilization of the Indians, de-
monstrates the fact,and confirms to the utmost,
that it is praeticable to civilize, and evangelize
this, hitherto,, generally neglected, and suffer-

ing portion of our fellow-men. Let spirituous -

liquors ~ be: prohibited from deluging their

country in the prosecut