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TO THE HONOURABLE

G ENER A L

OGLETHORPE.

S IR,

HE Indian Affairs have ever

l ‘appeared to your Judgment .
of fuch Importance to the
Welfare of our own People, that you
have ever carefully applied your
Thoughts to them; and that with
fuch Succefs, that not only the pre-
fent Generation will enjoy the Bene-
fit of your Care, but our lateft Po-
fterity blefs your Memory for that
Happinefs, the Foundation of which
lwas laid under your Care, pro-
vided that the People here, whofe
‘ | Duty
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Duty and Intereft is chiefly concern-|
ed, do on their own Parts fecond |
your Endeavours, towards {ecuring the |
Peace, _and advancing the Proi’penty
of their Country. =

The following Account of the Five |
Indian Nations w111 {hew what dan-
gerous Neighbours the Indians have
once been ; °what Pains a neighbour-
ing Colony (whofe Intereft is oppo-
ﬁte to ours) has taken to withdraw
their Affetions from us; and how
much we ought to be on our Guard.
If we only confider the Riches which
our Enemies receive from the Indian
Trade (though we were under no Ap-

rehenfions from the Indians them-
felves) it would be highly imprudent
in us to fuffer fuch People to grow
.Rich and Powerful, while it is in our
Power to prevent it, with much lefs
Charge and Trouble, than it is in
theirs to accomplifh their Defigns.

Thefe
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Thefe Confiderations alone are fuf-
ficient to make the Indian Affairs
deferve the moft ferious Thoughts of
every Governor in America.  But
I well know, befides; that your
“Excellency’s Views are not confined
to the Intereft of one Country on-

ly.

‘The Five Nations are a poor and,
generally called, barbarous People,
bred under the darkeft Ignorance;
and yet a bright and noble Genius
fhines through thefe black Clouds.
None of the greatet Roman Heroes
have difcovered a greater Love to their
Country, or a greater Contempt. of -
Death, than thefe People called Barbari-~
ans have done, when Liberty came in
Competition. Indeed, I think our I7-
dians have outdone the Romans in this
Particular; fome of the greateft of
thofe have we know murdered them-

a felves

N
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felves to avoid Shame or Torments;
but our Indians have refufed to die |
meanly, or with but little Pain, when
they thought their Country’s Honour
‘would be at Stake by it ¥; but have
. given their Bodies, wllhngly, to the
moft cruel Torments of their Ene-
mies, to fhew, as they faid, that the
Five Nations confifted of Men, wholfe
Courage and Refolution could not be
fhaken. They greatly fully, however,
thofe noble Virtues, by that cruel
Paffion, Revenge; this they think
it not only lawful, but honourable, to
exert without Mercy on their Coun-
try’s Enemies, and for this only it is
that they can deferve the Name of
Barbarians.

Butwhat, alas! Sir, have we Chriftians
done to make them better ? We have
indeed Reafon to be afhamed, that

. ® This will appear by feveral Inftances in the
Second Part of this Hiftory.
thefe
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thefe Infidels, by our Converfation
and Neighbourhood, are become
worfe than they were before they knew
us. Inftead of Virtues we have only
taught them Vices, that they were
“intirely free from before that Time.
The narrow Views of private Intereft
have occafioned this, and will occafi-
on greater, even publick Mifchiefs, if
the Governors of the People do not,
like true Patriots, exert themfelves,
and put a Stop to thefe growing
Evils. If thefe Pracices be winked
at, inftead of faithful Friends, that
have manfully fought our Battles for
us, the Five NVations will become faith-
lefs Thieves and Robbers, and join
with every Enemy that can give them
any Hopes of Plunder.

If Care were taken to plant and
cultivate in them that general Bene-
volence to Mankind, which is the
true firft Principle of Virtue; it would
effetually eradicate thofe horrid Vices,
occafioned - by their unbounded Re-

a 2 venge ;
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venge ; and then they would no
longer deferve the Name of Barba-
rians, but would become .a People,
whofe Friendfhip might add Honour
to the Britifb Nation.

The Greeks and Romans, Sir, once
as much Barbarians as our Indians
now are, deified the Heroes that firft
taught them thofe Virtues, from
‘whence the Grandeur of thofe re-
nowned Nations wholly proceeded ;
“a good Man, however, will feel more
real Satisfa&ion and Pleafure, from the
Senfe of having any Way forwarded
the Civilizing of a barbarous Nation,
or of having multiplied the, Num-
ber of good Men, than from the
fondeft Hopes of fuch extravagant
Honours. : ‘

Thefe Confiderations, I believe,
will induce you, Sir, to think
a Hiftory of the Five Nations not
‘unworthy of your Patronage; and on
thefe only it is that I prefume to of-

fer
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fer my beft Endeavours in this, who
am, with the greateft Refpe&,

SIR
Your moft obedient,

and mof} " humble Servant,

Cadwallader Colden.







THE

PREFACE

TO THE

FIRsT PaARrRrT,

T HOUG H cvery one that is in the leaft acquaint-
ed with the Affairs of North-America, knows of
what Confequence the Indians, commonly known to

the Peoplée of New-York 4y the Name of the Five
Nations, aze, both in Peace and War 5 I know of no
Accounts of them, publifbed in Englith, but what are
very imperfelt, and indeed meer Tranflations of French
Authors, who themfelves know little of the Truth.
This feems to throw fonte Refleétions om the Inbabi-
tants of cur Provincg, as if we wanted Curigfiiy to
enquire into our owp Affairs, end were willing to reft
Jatisfied with the Accounts the French give us of our
own Indians, notwithfiandirg that the French in Ca-
nada are always in a different Interoff, and fometimes
in_open Hoftility with us. This Confideration, I bope,
will juftify my attempting 0 write an Hiffory of the
Five Nations ar this Time 3 and baving bad the Per-
ufal of the Minutes of the Commiffioners for Indian
Affairs, 1 bave been enabled to collest many Materials
Jor this Hiflory, which are not to be found any where
’ eé’Z’ »
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elfes and cannot but think, that a Hiflory of this
Kind will be of great Ufe to all the Britith Colonies in
North- America, fince it may enable them to learn Ex-
perience at the Expence of others: And if I can con-
tribute any Thing. to fo good a Purpefe, I fball not
think my Labour loff.

1t will be neceffary for me bere to [ay [omething in
Excufe of two Things in the following Performance,
which, I am afraid, will naturally be found Fault
with in it. The firft is, the filling up fo great Part of
the Work with the Adventures of fmall Parties, and
Sfometimes with thofe of one fingle Man : And the
Jecond is, the inferting fo many Speeckes at length.

As to the firft, the Hiftory of Indians would be
very lame, without an Account of thefe private Adven-
tures s for their warlike Expeditions are almoff always
carried on by [urprifing each otber, and their whole
Art of War confifts in managing [mall Parties. Thbe
whole Country being one continued Foreft, gives great
Advantages to thefe fkulking Parties, and has obliged
tbe Chriftians to imitate the Indians in this Method
of making War among them. And fome would, doubtlefs,
be defirous to know the Manners and Cuftoms of tbe
Indians, in their publick Treaties efpecially, who could
uot be [atisfied without taking Notice of feveral mi-
nute Circumflances, and Things otherwife of no
Confequence. We are fond of fearching into re-
mote Antiquity, to know the Manners of our earlieft
Piogenitors 5 and, if 1 am not mifiaken, the Indians
are living Images of them.

My Defign therefore in the Jecond was, that thereby the
Genius of the Indians might appear. An Hiftorian
wiay paint Mens AStions in Lively Colours, or in faint
Shades, as be likes beft, and in both Cafes preferve a
perfefd Likenefs 5 but it will be a difficult Tafk to fbew
the Wit, Fudgment, Art, Simplicity, and Ignorance
¢f the feveral Parties, managing a Treaty, in other
Wsirds than their own. As to> my Part, I thought

myfeif
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Clf incapable of dwing it, withoat dépriving the ju-
dicious Obferver of 1he Opporiunity of difcovering
wuch of the Indian Genius, &y my contrafling or pa-

papbrafimg their Harangues, and withoxt commisting.
often grofs Miftakes.  For, on. shefe Occafions, a frii-
| Manager often talks confufedly, and. ctfcutely,
with Defign 3 which. if an Hiftorian fbosld endewvour
go amend, the Reader would receive the Hiflory i o
a{[e l'jgbf. Lo ) ¢ .
- The Reader will find a great Difference between
ne of the Speeches bere given of thofe made at Al-
any, &nd thofé- sakew from tbe French Authors.
Ours are gemuine and tridy related, as delivered by
the fworn Interpreters, of whem Truth only is regui-
red s o rough Stile, with Truth; is preferable to Elo-
quence witbout it : This may be [aid in Fufiification of
the Indian Expreffion, though I wmuft own, that I fu-
' Iuterpresers may mot bave dome Fuftice to the
Indtan Eloguence. For the Indians beving but: frw
Wirds, and few complex Ideas, ufe many Metaphors
in their Difeourfe, wwhich interpreted by an’ unfhilful -
Tongue, may appear mean, and [rike owr Imagina-
tion faintly 5 bat wnder the Pen of a fRilful Reprefen-
ter, might frongly move our Paffions by their kvely
Images. I bave beard am old Indian Sachem fpeak
with much Vivacity and Elocation, fo thas the Speaker

pleafed and moved the Auditors with the Mamner of -

delivering bisDifconrfe ; which bowever, as it afierwards
came from the Interpreter, difappointed us inour ExpcZa-
tions. After the Speaker bad employed a confiderable
Time.in baranguing with much ' Elocution, the Inter-
preser often explained the whole by one fingle Semtence.
I believe the Speaker, in that Timz, embeHifbed and a-
dorned “bis Figures, that they might bave their full
Force on the Imagination, while the Interpreter con-

s B tented bimfelf with the Senfe, ix as- few Words: as it

could be expreffed. - . :
He that frfp writes the Hifiory of Tiivgs, which
are mot generally known, oush: 1o cusid, o5 mich as

3 . _ pafible,
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poffible, to make the Evidence of the Truth depend ine
tirely on bis own Veracity and Judgment 5 and for this
Reafon I bave related feveral Tranfadions in the
Words of the Regifiers, when this is once dome,
be that fhall write afterwards, need not afl with fo
much Caution.

The Hifiory of thefe Indians, I promife myfelf,
will give an agreeable Amufement to many ;3 almoft -
very one will find fometbing in it fuited to bis own Palate
but every Line will not pleafe every Man ; on the con-
trary, one will naturally approve what another con-
demns, as ome defires to know wbat anotber thinks
not worth the Trouble of reading 3 for wbich Reafon,
1 tbink, it is better to run the Rifque of being [ometimes
zedious to certain Readers, than to omit any Thing that
may be ufeful to the World.

I bave fometimes thought, that Hiftories wrote with
all the Delicacy of a fine Romance, are like French
Difbes, more agreeable to the Palate than the Stomgh,
and lefs wholefome than more common and coarfer Diet.

An Hifporian’s Views muft be curious and extenfive,
and the Hiflory of different People and different Ages
requires different Rules, and often different” Abilities to
write it 3 I bope therefore the Reader will, from
tbefe Confiderations, recerve this firf Attempr of this
kind, with more than ufual Allowances.

The Inbabitants of New-York have been much)
more concerned in the Tranfaltions, which followed
the Year 1688, than in thofe which preceded it.
And as it requires uncommon Courage and Refolution
to engage willingly in the Wars againft a cruel and
barbarous Enemy, 1 fbould be forry to forget any “that
might deferve to be remembered by their Country, with
Gratitude on that Qccafion. -




A

VOCABULARY
or

Some Words and Names ufed by the French

Authors,. who treat of the Indian Affairs,

which are different from the Names of the

Jame People or Places, ufed or underflood by

the Englith, and may therefore be ufeful to

thofe who intend to read the French Accounts,
or compare them with the Accounts now pub-

lz{?ed. : :,,

Names ufed by the The fame are called by the Eng-
French. - lith, or by the Five Nations.

. ABenaguies. Wenagungas, .or New-
England Indians, and
» ~ are fometimes cailed the Ea-
. ftern Indians.
Algonkins. Adirondacks. -
Amihouis. Dionondadies, ¢» Tuinonda-
deks, @ Branch or Tribe of
the Quatoghies.
Aniez. Mohawks, called likew:fe Ma-
quas. R
Bay des Puans. Enitajiche.
higagou. . Caneraghik. v
orlaer, or Corlard.  Schene®ady. But the Five
: Nations ccmmonly call the
Gezor-




A4 VOCABULARY, &

Nuomes wfed by the The fame called by the Englifh,

French.

Detroit.
Hurons.
Hinois.
Iroquois.
I.:cq Huron.
Loups.
Manhattan.
Mafcoutecs.
Mourigan.

Miamies.

Miffilimakinak.

Miflifakies. -
Oneyouts.
Ontario lac.

. Orange.

Outagamies.
Outawas.
Renards.
Sauiteurs.

- Shaouonons.
Tateras.
Terre rouge.
Tongorias.
T{onontouans.

or Five Nations.

Governor of New-York &y
this Name, and eften- the
Pegple of the Provime of .
New-York in general.
Teuchfagrondie.
uatoghie.
ghi&;.ghicks.
The Five Nations. ’
Caniatare, or Quatoghe lake.
Scahkook Indians.
New-York City.

- Qdiflaftagheks. :

Mahikander, or River Indi-
ans, living on Hudfon’s Ri- |} Of .
ver, below Albany.

Twightwies.

Teiodondoraghie.

Achfifaghecks.

Oneydoes. .

Cadarackui Lake.

Albany. .

Quackfies, and Scunkfiks.

Utawawas, or Dewagunhas.

Quakfies.

Eftiaghicks.

Satanas.

Toderiks.

Scunkfik.

- Erighecks.
: Senekas.
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THE

INTRODUCTION,

BEING

A fhort View of the Form of Govern~
ment of the Five Nations, and of their Laws,
- Cuftoms, &c. : ' S

T is neceflary to know fomething of the Form of
I Government of the People, whofe Hiftory one
is about to know, and a few Words will be fuffici-

ent to give the Reader a Conception of that of the Five
Nations, becaufe it ftill remains under original Sim-
plicity, and free from thofe complicated Contri-
vances, which have. become neceflary to the: Na-
tions, where Deceit and Cunning have increafed as
much as their Knowledge and Wifdom. .
The Five Nations (as their Name denotes) con-
fit of fo many Tribes or Nations, joined together
by a League or Confederacy, ‘like- the United Pro-
inces, and without any Superiority of the oneover the
other, This.Union has continued fo long, that the
hriftians know nothing of the Original of it : The
[People in it are known by the Engli/h under the
INames of Mbobawks, Oneydoes, Onondagas, Cayugas,
pnd Sennckas. ‘ o
Each of thefe Natiors is again divided into three
Tribes or Families, who diftinguith themfelves by
hree different Arms or Enfigns, the Zortife, the
Pear, and the #olf ;. and the Sackems, or old Men
pf - thefe Families, put this Eofign, or Mark of theit
: B Yamily.
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Family, to every publick Paper, when they fign
- '

" Each of thefe Nations is an abfolute Republick by
itfelf, and every Caftle in each Nation makes an
independent Republick, and is govern'd in all pub-
lick Affairs by its own Sackems or old Men. The
Authority of thefe Rulers is gain’d by, and confifts
wholly in the Opinion the reft of the Nation have
of their Wifdom and Integrity. They never execute
their Refolutions by Force upon any of their People.
Honour and Efteem are their principal Rewards 5 as
Shame, and being defpifed, their Punifhments.
They have certain Cuftoms, which they obferve in
their publick Tranfadtions with other Nations, and
m ther private Affairs among themfelves ; which it
is fcandalous for any one among them not to ob-
ferve, and thefe always draw after them either pub-
lick or private Refentment, whenever they are broke.

Their Leaders and Captains, in like Manner, ob-

tain their Authority, by the general Opinion of their]

Courage and Condud, and lofe it by a failure m
thofe Virtues.

Their great Men, both Sachems and Captains, are]

generally poorer than the common People 5 for they
affe to give away and diftribute all the Prefents or
Plunder they get in their Treaties or in War, {o as
to leave nothing to themfelves. There is not a Man
in the Miniftry of the Five Nations, who has gain'd
his Office, otherwife than by Merit 5 there is not the
leaft Salary, or any Sort of Profit, annexed to any
Office, to tempt the Covetous or Sordid ; but, on
the contrary, every unworthy Adion is unavoidably
attended with the Forfeiture of their Commifkon 3 for
their Authority is enly the Efteem of the People, and
ceafes the Moment that Efteem is loft. Here we fet
the natural Origin of all Power and Authority among
a frqe People, and whatever artificial Power. or
vereignty any Man may have acquired, by the Eaw
and Conflitution of a Country, hus real Power wi
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be ever much greater or lefs, in Proportion to the
Efteern the People have of him.

The Five Nations think themfelves by Nature fu-
pertor to the reft of Mankind, and call themfelves
Ongue-bonwe 5 that is, Men furpafling all others.
This Opinion, which they take Caré to cultivate in-
to their Children, gives them that Courage, which
has been fo terrible to all the Nations of Nortb A-
merica; and they have taken fiich Care to imprefs
the fame Opinion of their People on all their
Neighbours, that they, on all Occafions, yield the
moft fubmiffive Obedience to them. I have been
told by old Men in New England, who remembred
the Time when the Mobawks made War on their J»-
dians, that as foon as a fingle Mobawk was difcover’d
in the Country, their Indians raifed a Cry from Hill
to Hill, A4 Mobawk! A Mobawk! upon which they
all fled like Sheep before Wolves, without attempt-
ing to make the leaft Refiftance, whatever Odds
were on their Side. The poor New Englund Ind:ions
immediately ran to the Chriftian Houfes, and the
Mbohawks often purfued them fo clofely, that they
entered along with them, and knocked their Brains
out in the Prefence of the People of the Houfe ; but
if the Family had Time to fhut the Door. they ncver
attempted to force it, and on no Occafion did any
Injury to the Chriftians. All the Nations round
them have, for many Years, intirely {ubmitted to
them, and pay a yearly Tribute to them in Wam-
pum* ;5 they dare neither make War nor Peace, with-

® Wampum is the Current Money among the Indians : Tt is of
two Sorts, White and Purple; the White is worked out of the
Infide of the great Conques into the Form of a Bead, and per-
forated, to ftring on Leather ; the Purple is worked out of the
Infide of the Mn%clc Shell ; they are wove as broad as one's Hand,
. and about two Feet long ; thefe they call Belts, and give and re-
ceive at their Treaties as the Seals of Friendfhip ; for lefler
Mitters a fingle String is given. Every Bead is of 2 known
Value, and a Belt of a lefs Number, is made to equal one of
" a greater, by fo many as is wanting faftened to the Belt by a

String.
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out the Confent of the Mobawks. Two old Men
commonly go about every Year or two, to receive
this Tribute ; and I have often had Opportunity to
obferve what Anxiety the poor Iudians were under,.
while thefe two old Men remained in that Part of
the Country where Iwas. An old Mobawk Sachem,
in a poor Blanket and a dirty Shirt, may be feen if- .
fuing his Orders with as arbitrary an Authority, as a
Roman Dictator. It is not for the Sake of Tribute
however, that they make War, but from the Noti-.
ons of Glory, which they have ever moft ftrongly
imprinted on their Minds; and the farther they go
to feek an Enemy, the greater Glory they think they
gain; there cannot, I think, be a greater or ftronger.
Inftance than this, how much the Sentiments, im-
prefled upon a People’s Mind, conduce to their Gran-
deur, or one that more verifies a Saying often to be
met with, though but too little minded, That it is in_
the Power of the Rulers of a People to make them
either Great or Little; for by inculcating only the No-.
tions of Honour and Virtue, or thofe of Luxury and.
Riches, the People, in a little Time, will become fuch
as their Rulers defire. The Five Nations, in their Love
of Liberty, and of their Country, in their Bravery in
Battle, and their Conftancy in enduring Torments, e-
qual the Fortitude of the moft renowned Romans. 1.
fhall finith their general Chara@er by what an Ene-
my, a Frenchman, fays of them, Monfieur De la Po-
terie, in his Hiftory of North America. .

¢« When we fpeak (fays he) of the Five Nations.
< in France, they are thought, by a common Mif-
< take, to ‘be. mere Barbarians, always thirfting af-
¢« ter human Blood ; but their true Character is very
¢« different. They are indeed the fierceft and moft for-.
« midable People in North America,and, at the fame
¢« Time, are as politick and judicious, as well can.
“ be conceived ; and this appears from the Manage-
¢ ment of all the Affairswhich they tranfac, not only
¢ with the French and Engli/h, but likewife with’a]{;
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<« 'moft all the Indian Nations of this vaft Conti-
“ nent.”

- Their Matters of Confequence, which concern all
the Nations, are tranfacted in a general Meeting of
the Sachems of each Nation. Thefe Conventions are
commonly held at Onnondaga, which is nearly the
Center of their Country ; but they have fixed on A/-
bany for the Place of treating with the Briti/b Colonies.

They ftrictly follow one Maxim, formerly ufed by
the Romans to increafe their Strength, that is, they en-
courage the People of other Nations to incorporate
with them ;5 and when they have fubdued any Peo-
ple, after they have fatiated their Revenge by fome
cruel Examples, they adopt the reft of their Cap-
tives ; who, if they behave well, become equall
efteemed with their own People; fo that fome of
their Captives have afterwards become their greateft
Sachems and Captains. The Tujfkaroras, after theWar
they had with the People of Carolina, fled to the Five
Nations, and are now incorporated with them ; fo
that they now properly indeed confift of fix Nations,
though they fiill retain the old Name of the Five
Nations among the Engli/h. The Cowetas alfo, or
Creek-Indians, are in the fame Friendfhip with them.

The Tufkaroras, fince they came under the Pro-
vince of New York, behave themfelves well, and re-
main peaceable and quiet ; and by this may be feen
the Advantage of ufing the Indians well, and I be-
lieve, if they were ftill better ufed (as there is Room
enough to do it) they would be proportionably more
ufeful to us. : :

The Cruelty the Indians ufe in their Wars, to-
wards thofe that do not or cannot refift, fuch as
Women and Children, and to their Prifoners, after
they have them in their Power, is defervedly indeed
held in Abhorrence : But whoever reads the Hiftory of
the fo famed ancient Heroes,will find them, I’m afraid,
not much better in this Refpec. Does Achilles’s Beha-
viour to Heifor’s dead Body, in Ilomer, appear lefs

B 3 favage?
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favage ? This Cruelty is alfo not peculiar to the
Five Nations, but equally pradtifed by all other Iz-
dicns. It is wonderful, how Cuftom and Education
are able to foften the moft horrid Acions, even a-
mong a polite and learned People; witnefs the Car-
thaginions and Phenicians burning their own Chil-
dren alive in Sacrifice; and feveral Paflages in the
Fewifb Hiffory ; and witnefs, in later Times, the
Chriftians burning one another alive, for God’s Sake.
When any of the young Men of thefe Nations have

a Mind to fignalize them?elves, and to gaina Reputa-
tion among their Countrymen, by fome notable En-
terprize againft their Enemy, they at firk communi-
cate their Defign to two or three of their moft inti-
mate Friends ; and if they come into it, an Invitation
is made, in their Names, to all the young Men of the
Caftle, to feaft on Dog’s Flefh ;  but whether this be,
becaufe Dog’s Fleth is moft agreeable to Indian Pa-
lates, or whether it be as an Emblem of Fidelity,
for which the Dog is diftinguithed by all Nations,
that it is always ufed on this Occafion, I have not
fufficient Information to determine. When the
Company is met, the Promoters of the Enterprize
fet forth theUndertakirg in the beft Colours they can;
they boaft of what they intend to do, and incite others
to join, from the Glory there is to be obtained ; and
all'who eat of the Dog’s Flefh, thereby inlift them-

felves. A

The Night before they fet out, they make a grand
Feaft, to this all the noted Warriors of the Nation
are invited ; and here they have their War Dance,
to the Beat of a Kind of a Kettle-drum. The War-
riors are feated in two Rows in the Houfe, and each
rifes up in his Turn, and fings the great Aéts he has
himfelf performed,and the Deeds of his Anceftors ; and
this is always accompanied with a Kind of a Dance, or
rather A&ion, reprefenting the Manner in which they
were performed 3 and from Time to Time, all prefent
join in a Chorus, applauding every notable A, They
: exaggerate
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exaggerate the Injurres they have at any Time ré-

ceived from their Enemies, and extol»ythe Glos
which any of their Anceftors have gained by their
Bravery and Courage ; fo that they work up their
Spirits to a high Degree of warlike Enthufiafm. I
have fometimes perfuaded fome of their young In-
dians to a& thefe Dances, for our Diverfion, and te
_ fhew us the Mannier of them ; and even, on thef®
Okeafions, they have work’d themfelves up to fuch
a Pitch, that they have made all prefent uneafy.
Is it not probable; that fuch Défigns as thefe have

givén the fitft Rife to Tragedy ?

They céme to thefe Dances with their Faced
painted in a frightful Manrer, as they always are
When they go to War, to make themfelves tefrible
to their Enemies; and in this- Manner the Night is
fpent. Next Day-they march out with much For-
mality, drefled in their fineft Apparel, and, in their
March, obfiétve a profound Silence. An Officer of
the regular Tioops told me, that while he was Com-
mhandant of Forz-Hunter, the Mobawks, on one of
thefe Occafiohs, told him, that they expe the
ufual military Honours as they pafled the Garifos.
Accordingly he drew out his Garifon, the Men pre-
fenited their Pieces as the Iidians pafled, and the
Drum beat a March ; and with lefs Refpe&, the
Officer faid, they would have been diffatisfied. The
Indians pafled in a fingle Row, one after anothet,
with great Gravity and profound Silence; and e--
very one of them, as he paffed the Officer, took his
Gun from his Shoulder, and fired into the Ground
near the Officer’s Foot : They marched in this Man-
ner thrée or four Miles from their Caftle. The
Women, on thefe Occafions, always follow them
' with their old Clothes, and they fend back by them
their Finery in which they marched from the Caftle.
But before they go from this Place, where they ex-
change their Clothes, they always peel a large Piece
of the Batk from fome great Tree ; they commonly
B 4 chufe
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chufe an Osk, a3 meft lafting ; upon: the {mooth Side

of this Weod they, with their red Paint, draw one or

more Canoes, going from Home; with the Number-of

Men inthem padling;which goupor the Expedition

and . {ome- Animal, as a Deer or Fox, an.Emblem .
of the Nation againft which' the Expedition is- de-

figned, is painted at the Head of: the Canoes; for

they. always travel in Canoes -along: the Rivers,

which lead to the-Country againft. which the Expe-

dition is defigned, as'far as they can. . S
- -After-the Expedition-is over, they ftop at the fame
Placein their Return, and fend to their Caftle, to in-
form their Friends of their Arrival ; thag.they may be
prepared to give them a folemn Reception, fuited to
the-Succefs they haye had. In the mean Time, they
reprefent on the fame, or fome Tree near it, the E-
vent of -the Enterprize, and now the Canoes are
painted with their Heads turned towards the Caftle;
“the Number of the Enemy killed, is reprefented by
- Scalps painted black, and the Number of Prifoners
by as many Withs, (in their Painting not unlike Pot-
_hooks) with which they ufually pinion. their Cap-
‘tives. Thefe Trees are the Annals, or rather Tro-
phies of the Five Nations: 1 have feen many of
-thém ; and by them, and their War Songs, they pre-
ferve the Hiftory of their great Atchievements, The
folemn Reception of thefe Warriors, and the Accla.
mations of Applaufe, which they receive at their
Return, cannot but have in the Hearers the fame Ef-
fect, in raifing an Emulation for Glory, that a Tri-
umph had on the old Rasmans. '

After their Prifoners are fecured, they never of-
fer them the léaft Male-treatment, but, on the con-
- trary, will rather ftarve themfelves, than fuffer them
to want; and I have been always affured, that there
is not one Inflance, of their offering the leaft Vio-
lence to the Chaftity of any Woman that was their
Captive. But notwithftanding this, the poor Prifoners
afterwards undergo fevere- Punithments before they

receive
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receive the Jaft Doom of Life or Death. The War-
riors think it for their Glory, to lead them through
all the Villages of the Nations fubjet to them,
which lie near the Road ; and thefe, to fhew their Af-
fe@ion to the Five Nations, and their Abhorrence of
their Enemies, draw wup in "two Lines, through
which the poor Prifoners, ftark naked, muft run the
Gauntlet s and on this Occafion, it is always obferved,
theWomen ate much more cruel than the Men. The
Prifoners meet with the fame fad Reception when
-they reach their Journey’s End 3 and after this, they
are prefented to thofe that have loft any Relation .in
that or any former Enterprize. If the Captives be ac-
cepted, there is an End to their Sorrow from that Mo-
ment ; they are drefled as fine as they can make them;
they are abfolutely free (except to return to their own
Country) and enjoy all the Privileges the Perfon
had, in whofe Place they are accepted ; but if other- -
wife they die in Torments, to fatiate the Revenge
of thofe that refufe them. .

If a young Man or Boy be received in Place of a
Hufband that was killeds all the Children of the
Deceafed call that Boy Father; fo that one may
fometimes hear a Man of thirty fay, that fuch a Boy
of fifteen or twenty is his Father.

Their Caftles are generally a Square furrounded
with Palifadoes, without any Baftions or Out- works
for, fince the general Peace, their Villages lie all
open.

Their only Infiruments of War are Mufquets,
Hatchets, and long fharp pointed Knives ; thefe they
always carry about with them: Their Hatchet, in
War-time, is ftuck in their Girdle behind them; and
befides what Ufe they make of this Weapon in their
Hand, they have a dexterous Way of throwing it,
which I have feen them often pradtife in their Exer-
cife, by throwing it into a Tree at a Diftance: They
have, in this, the Art of dire&ing and regulating
the Motion, fo that though the Hatchet turns round

as
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as it flies, the Edpe always fticks in the Tree, and
near the Place at which they am it. The Ufe of
Bows and Arrows are now intirely laid afide, except
among the Boys, who are ftill very dexterous in
killing Fowls and other Animals with them. .

They ufe neither Drum nor Trumpet, nor any
Kind of mufical Inftrument in their Warsy their
Throats ferve them on all Occafions, where fuch are
neceflary, Many of them have a furprifing Faculty
of raifing their Voice, not only in inarticulate Sounds,
but likewife to make their Words underftood at a
great Diftance ; and we find the fame was praftifed by
Hemer's Heroes,

" Tbrice to its Pitch bis lofty Voice be rears,
" O Friend! Ulyfles Shouts invade my Ears.

- The Five Nations have fuch abfolute Notions of
Liberty, that they allow of no Kind of Superiority
of one over another, and banifh all Servitude from
their Territories. They never make any Prifoner a
Slave ; butit is cuftomary among them to make
a Compliment of Naturalization into the Five
Nations 3 and, confidering how highly they value
themfelves above all others, this muft be no {mall
Compliment.  This is not done by any general A&
of the Nation, but every fingle Perfon has a Right
to do it, by a Kind of Adoption. The firft Time |
was among the Mobawks, [ had this Compliment
from one of their old Sachems, which he did, by

iving me his own Name, Cayenderongue. He had

n a notable Warrior; and he told me, that now

I had a Right to affume to myfelf all the A&s of
Valour he had performed, and that now my Name
would echo from Hill to Hill all over the Five Na-
tions. As for my Part, I thought no more of it at
that Time, than as an Artifice to draw a Belly full
of ftrong Liquor from me, for himfelf and his Com-
panions ; but whenabout ten or twelve Years after-

wards, my Bufinefs led me again among them, I direé;
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ed the Interpreter to fay fomething from me to the
Sacbems ; he was for fome Time at a Lofs to under-
ftand their Anfwer, till he had aftked me whether I
had any Name among them: I then found that 1
was really known to them by that Name, and that
the old Sackem, from the Time he had given me his
Name, had affumed another to himfelf. I was a-
dopted, at that Time, into the Tribe of the Bear,
and, for that Reafon, I often afterwards had the kind
Compliment of Brother Bear. :

The Hofpitality of thefe Jndians is no lefs remark-
able, than their other Virtues ; as foon as any Stran-
ger comes, they are fure to offer him Victuals. If
there be feveral in Company, and come from a-far,
one of their beft Houfes is cleaned and given up for
their Entertainment. Their Complaifance,on thefe Oc-
cafions, goes even farther than Chriftian Civility al-
lows of, as they have no other Rule for it, than the
furnithing their Gueft with every Thing they think
will be agreeable to him ; for this Reafon,” fome of
their prettieft Girls are always ordered to wath them-
felves, and drefs in their beft Apparel, in Order to be
prefented to- the Stranger, for his Choice ; and the
young Lady, who has the Honour to be preferred
on thefe Occafions, performs all the Duties of a fond
Wife, during the Stranger’s Stay: But this laft Piece of
Hofpitality is now either laid afide by the Mobawts,
or, at leaft, they never offer it to any Chriftian.
This Nation indeed has laid afide many of its anci-
ent Cuftoms, and fo likewife have the other Nations,
with whom we are beft acquainted ; and have adopt-
ed many of ours ; fo that it is not eafy now to diftin-
guith their original and genuine Manners, from thofe
which they have lately acquired ; and for this Rea-
fon it is, that they now feldom offer Victuals to Per-
fons of any Diftin&ion, becaufe they know, that their
Focd and Cookery is not agreeable to our delicate
Palates, Their Men value themfelves, in having all
Kind of Food in-equal Efteem. A Mobawk Sackem

told
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.told me with a Kind of Pride, That a Man eats e.

very Thing without Diftin&ion, Bears, Cats, Dogs,
Snakes, Frogs, &c. intimating, that it'is Womanith,
‘to have any Delicacy in the Choice of Food.

I can however give two ftrong Inftances of the Hof-.
pitality of the Mobawks,which fellunder my own Ob-
fervation ; and which fhew, that they have the very
fame Notion of Hofpitality, which we find in the
ancient Poets. When I was laft in the Mvbawks
Country, the Sachems told me, that they had an
Englifoman among. their People, a Servant. who had
run from his Mafter in New 2ork. I immmediately
‘told them, that they muft deliver him up. No, they
anfwered, we never ferve any Man fo, who puts
-himfelf under our Protection. On this I infifted on
the Injury they did thereby to his Mafter ; and they
allowed it might be an Injury, and replied, though
we never will deliver him up, we are willing to pay
the Value of the Servant to the Mafter. Another
‘Man made his Efcape from the Goal of Al/bany,where
he was in: Prifon on an Execution for Debt ; the
Mbobawks received him, and, as they proteéted him
againft the Sheriff and his Officers, they not only
paid the Debt for him, but gave him Land, over
and above fufficient for a good Farm, whereon he
lived when I was laft there. To this it may be ad-
ded, all their extraordinary Vifits are accompanied
with giving and receiving Prefents of fome Value;
as we learn likewife from Homer was the Practice in
old Times. - : _

Polygamy is not ufual among them ;- and indeed,

-in any Nation, where all are on a Par, as to Riches
" and Power, Plurality of Wives cannot well be in-
troduced. As all Kind of Slavery is banifhed from
the Countries of the Five Nations, fo they keep them-
“felves free alfo from the Bondage of Wedlock ; and
when either of the Parties becomes difgufted, they
feparate without Formality or Ignominy to either,
unlefs it be occafioned by fome fcandalous Offence in

: : ong
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one of them. And in Cafe of Divorce, the Children,

according to the natural Coutfe of all Animals, fol-:

low the Mother. The Women here bring forth their

hildren with as much Eafeas other Animals, and with-
out the Help of a Midwife, and, foon after their Deli-
ery, return to theirufual Employment They aloneal-
fo perform all the Drudgery about théir Houfes, they -
plant their Corn, and labour it, ih every Refpe@&, till
t i3 brought to the Table: They likewife cut all their-
ire-wood, and bring it Home on their Backs, and"

their Marches bear the Burdens. The Men dif-
dain all Kind of Labour, and employ themfelves
lone in Hunting, as the only proper Bufinefs- for
poldiers.. At Times, when it is not proper to hunt,
pne . finds the old Men in Companies, in Converfati-
bn 3 the yaung Men at their. Exercifes, fhootmg at

arks, throwing the Hatchet, Wreftling, ‘or Run-

hing, and' the Women all bufy at’ Labour in thc‘

ields..
On thefe Occaﬁons, the State of Lacedemon -ever
pccurs to my Mind, which that of the Five Nations,
~many Refpeds, refembles, their Laws, or, Cuf-
oms, being, -in both, form’d to render the Mmds
d Bodies of the People fit for War.

Theft is very fcandalous among them ; and itis’

eceffary. it fhould be fo among all Judians, fince they

ave no Locks, but thofe of their Minds, to prefervc'

eir Goods.

There is one Vice which the Indians have all fallen
hto, fince their Acquaintance with .the Chriftians,
md of which they could not be guilty before that
ime, that is, Drunkennefs: It is ftrange, how all-
e Indian Nations, and almoft every. Perfon among
hem, Male and Female, arc infatuated with the
ove of ftrong Drink ;* they know noBounds to their
Pefire, while they can {wallow it down, and - then'
deed the greateft Man among them fcarcely de--
rves the Name of a Brute.

They

1.35
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They never have been taught to conquer any Paf-
fion, but by fome contrary Paffion ; and the Tra-
ders, with whom they chiefly converfe, are fo far
from giving them any Abhorrence of this Vice, that
they encourage it all they can, not only for the Pro-
fit of the Liquor they fell, but that they may have
an Opportunity to impofe upon them. And this, as
they chiefly drink Spirits, has deftroyed greater
Numbers, than all their Wars and Difeafes put toge-
ther. ‘ .

The People of the Five Nations are much given to

ch-making, ever the natural Confequence of a per-

fe@ Republican Government: Where no fingle Per-

* fon has a Power to compel, the Arts of Perfuafion
alone muft prevail. As their beft Speakers diftinguith
themfelves in their publick Councils and Treaties with
aother Nations, and thereby gain the Efteeny and Ap-
plaufe of their Countrymen, (the: only Superiority

which any one of them has over the others) it i

peakers whom I have heard, had all z great Flu-

~ ency of Words, and much more Grace - ther

Manner, thin any Man could expe&, among a Pec-

ple intirely ignorant of all the liberal Arts and Scr
ences. - . ,_

I am inform’d, that they are very nice in the Tum
of their Expreffions, and that few of themfelves are {
far Maters of their Language, as never to offend the
Ears of their Indian Auditory, by an unpolite Expreff-
on. They have, it feems, a certain Urbanitas, ox At
cifm, in their Language, of which the common Eary
are ever fenfible, though only their great Speakersat
tain to it. They are fo much given to Speech-maling

that their common Complements, to any Perfon the
refpect, at meeting and parting, are madein
rangues. i
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They have fome Kind of Elegancy m varymg
apd compounding their Words, to which, not many
of themfejves attain, and this principally: diftinguithes
their beft Speakers. I have endeavoured to get fome
Account of this, asa Thing that might be acceptable

to the Curious ; but, as I have not met with any one

Perfon who underftands their e, and alfo
knows any Thing of Grammar, or of the learned
Languages,” I have not been able to attain the leafk
Satisfaction. Their prefent Minifter tells me, that
their Verbs are varied, but in 2 Manner fo dif-
ferent from the Greek or Latin, that he cannot dif-
cover by what Rule it was done ; and even fufpetts,.
that every Verb has a peculiar Mode: They have
but few radical Words, but they compound theiz
‘Words without End ; by this their Language be-
comes fuficiently copious, and leaves Room for 2 good:
Deal of Art to pleafe a delicate Ear. Sometimes
one Word. -them includes. an entire Definition
of the Thing ; for Example, they call #ine Onebar
radefehoeng!tferagherie, as much as to fay, a Liguor
made of the Juice of the Grape. The Words ex-
prefling Things lately come to their Knowledge are
all Compounds: They have no Labeals in their Lan-
guage, nor can they pronounce perfectly any Word:
wherein there isa Labeal ; and when one endeavours
to teach them to pronounce thefe Words, . they- tell:
one, they think it ridiculous that they muft fhut their
Lips to fj Their Language abounds with Guttu-
rals and ftrong Afpirations, thefe make it very fono-
rous and bold ; and their Speeches abound with Me-
taphors, after the Munner, of the Eaftern Natians,

as.will beft appear by the Speeches that I have:co-
pied

s.to what religious Notions they have, it 1s diffi-
cult to judge of them; becanfe the Lidiansy that
fpeak any ZEnglifb, and live near us, have learned
many Things.ofi us; and it is not eafy to diftinguith
the Nations they had originally among thcmfctgves‘

' rom
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from thofe they have learned of the Chrifians. It
is certain they have no Kind of publick Worfhip,
and I am told that they have no radical Word to ex-
prefs God, but ufe a compound Word, fignifying
the Preferver, Suftainer, or Mafter of the Univerfe;
neither could I ever learn what Sentiments they have
of a future Exiftence. Their funeral Rites feem to be
formed upon a Notion of fome Kind of Exiftence
after Death: They make a large round Hole, in
which the Body can be placed upright, or upon its
Haunches, which after the Body is placed in it, is
covered with Timber, to fupport the Earth which
they lay over, and thereby keep the Body free from
being prefled ; they. then raife the Earth in a round
Hill over it. They always drefs the Corps in all
its Finery, and put Wampum and other Things
into the Grave with it 5 and the Relations fuffer not
Grafs or any Weed to grow on the Grave, and fré-
quently vifit it with Lamentations : But whether thefe
Things be done only as Marks of Refpe& to the:
Deceafed, or from a Notion of fome Kind of Ex-
iftence after Death, muft be left to the Judgment of
the Reader. _ , o o
They are very fuperttitious in obferving Omens:
and Dreams; I have obferved them fhew a fuperftiti=
ous Awe of the Owl, and be highly difpleafed with
fome that mimicked the Cry of that Bird in the
Night. An Officer of the regular Troops: has inform-
ed me alfo, that while he had the Command of the:
Garrifon at Ofwego, a Boy of one of the far Weft-
ward Nations died there; the Parents made a:regu-~
lar Pile of {plit Wood, laid the Corps upon it, and-
burnt it; while the Pile was burning, they .ftood
gravely looking on, without any Lamentation, but
when 1t was burnt down, they gathered up the Bones
with many Tears, put them into a Box, and carried:
» them away with them; and this Inclination, which
all igporant People have to Superftition and amufing
Ceremonies, gives the Popith Priefts a great Advans
. tage
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tage in recommending their Religion, beyond what
the Regularity of the Proteftant Doctrine allows
of.

aeen Anne fent over a Miffionary to refide among,
the Mobawks, and allowed him a fufficient Subfiftence
from the privy Purfe ; the fent Furniture for a Chap-
pel, and a valuable fet of Plate for the Communion,
Table ; and (if I am not miftaken) the like Furniture
and Plate for each of the other Nations, though

that of the Mvbawks was only applied to the Ufe

defigned. The common Prayer, or at leaft a con-

fiderable Part of it, was tranflated alfo into their Lan-

guage and printed; fome other Pieces were likewife
tranflated for the Minifter’s Ufe, viz. An Expofition
of the Creed, Decalogue, Lord’ Prayer, and Chutch
Catechifm, and a Difcourfe on'the Sacraments, But
as that Minifter was never ‘able to attain any tolera-
ble Knowledge of their Language, and was naturally
a heavy Man, he had but fmall Succefs ; and his Al-
lowance failing, by the Queen’s Death, he left them.
Thefe Nations had no Teacher, from that Time, till
within thefe few Years, that a young Gentleman, out of
pious Zeal, went voluntarily among the Mobawks. He
was at firft intirely. ignorant of their Language,and had
o Interpreter, except one of the Indians, who under-
ftood a little Englifb, and had, in the late Miffiona-
ry’s Time, learn’d to read and write in his own Lan-
guage.  He learned from him how to pronounce the
ords in the Tranflations, which had been made
for the late Miffionary’s Ufe. - He fet up a School,
o teach their Children to read and write their own
anguage ; and they made furprizing Proficiency, con-
idering their Mafter did not underftand their Lan-
puage. . I happened to be in the Mobawk Country,
ind {aw feveral of their Performances 5 1 was pre-
ent at their Worfhip, where they went through fome
Fart of the Common Prayer with great Decency. L
was likewife prefent, feveral Times, at their privdte
Devotions, which fome of them performed duly,
Morning
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Morning and Evening. I had alfo many Opportunities
of obfergving the great Regard they hal.)d for this
young Man ; f{o far, that the Fear of his leaving
them made the greateft Reftraint on them, with
which he threatened them, after they had been guil-
1y of any Offence. Soon after that Time, this Gentle-
man went to England, received Orders, and was fent
by the Society, Miffionary to Albany, with Liberty
to fz‘end fome Part of his Time among the Ms.

‘I had lately a Letter from him, dated the feventh
of December, 1641, in which he writes as follows
<t Drunkennefs was fo common among them, that I
€ doubt, whether there was one grown Perfon of
< gither Sex free fromit; fcldom a Day paffed,
<t without fome, and very often forty or fifty being
¢¢ drunk at a Time, But I found they were very fond
¢ of keeping me among them, and afraid I fhould
¢¢ leave them, which I made Ut of to good Pur-
s pofe 3 daily threatning them with my Departure,
¢ in Cafe they did not forfake that Vice, and fre-
s 2liently requiring a particular Promife from them
¢ fingly ; by which Means (through God’s Blefling)
< there was a gradual Reformation; and I know
€ not that I have feen above ten or twelve Perfons
¢¢ drunk among them this Summer. The Women
¢ are almoft all entirely reformed, and the Men
¢ very much. They have intirely left off Divorces,
¢ and are legally married. They are very conftant
¢ and devout at church and Family Devotions.
¢ They have not been known to exereife Cruelty to
¢« Prifoners, and have, in a great Meafure, left off
¢ going a fighting, which I find the moft difficult,
< of all Things, to difluade them from. They feem
<t alfo perfu:ged of the Truths of Chriftianity. The
«¢ greateft Inconveniency Ilabour under, is the Want
«¢ of an Interpreter, which could I obtain, for twe
$ or thre¢ Years, | fhould hope to be tolerably

' ¢ Mafq
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¢¢ Mafter of their Language, and be able to render
« it eafier to my Succeffor.”

This Gentleman’s uncommon Zeal deferves, I
think, this publick Teftimony, that it may be a
Means of his receiving fuch Encouragement, as may
enable him to purfue the pious Purpofes he has in
View. ’ :

The Mobawks, were they civilized, may be ufeful
to us many Ways, and, on many Occafions, more
than any of our own People can be ; and this well
deferves to be confidered. :

There is one Cuftom their Men conftantly ob-
ferve, which T muft not forget to mention; That if
they be fent with any Meflage, though it demand
the greateft Difpatch, or though they bring Intelli-
gence of any imminent Danger, they never tell it at
their firt Approach; but fit down for a Minute or
two, at leaft, in Silence, to recolie¢t themfelves,
before they fpeak, that they may not fhew any De-
gee of Fear or Surprize, by an indecent Expreffion.

very fudden Repartee, in a publick Treaty, leaves
with them an Impreflion olf? a light inconfiderate -
Mind ; but, in private Converfation, they ufe, and
are delighted with britk witty Anfwers, as we can
be. By this they fhew the great Difference they
place between the Converfations of Man and Man,
and of Nation and Nation ; and in this, and a thou-
fand other Things, might well be an Example to the
European Nations. ‘
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HISTORY,

Five INDIAN NaTIions,

DEPENDING

On the Province of NE#W-YORK.

PART 1L

Tbe Hiftory of the Five Nations, from the Time
the Chriftians firf} knew any Thing of them, to
that of the Revolution in Great-Britain,

CHAP L

OF the Wars of the Five Nations with the A<
dirondacks and Quatoghies.

HE firft Settlers of New-2ork having been
little curious in inquiring into the Indian Af-
fairs, further than what related to Trade 3
or, at leaft, having negle@ed to tran{mit their Dif-
overies to Pofterity, it is much more difficult to
oive a juft Hiftory of thefe Nations before, than
fince the Time of their being under the Crown of

Cs England,
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CH A p. England. Whatwe can learn of Certainty, however,
I.  isthis. The Fremch fettled at Canada in the Year
v~ 1603, fix Years before the Dutch poffefled them-
felves of New-Netberlands, now called New-York,
and found the Frve Nations & War with the Adi-
rondacks, which, they tell us, was occafioned ia the
following Manner.
The Adirondacks formerly lived three-hundred
" Miles above Trois Rivierss, whete now the Utewa-
was are fituated ; at that Time they employ’d them-
felves wholly in Hunting, and the Five Nations
made planting 6f Corn their Bufihefs. By this Means
they became ufeful to each other, by exchanging
Corn for Venifort: _'The Adirondasks, however, va-
Tued themfelves, as delighting in a more manly Em-
Ploxment, and defpifed the Five Nations, in follow-
ing Bufiheft, Which they thought only fit for Women.
But it once happened, that the Game failed the 4-
dirondacks, which made them defire fome of the
young Men of the Fiwe Nations to affift them in
Hunting. Thefe young Men foon became much
more expert. in Hunting, and able to endure Fa:
tigiies, than the Adirondacks expeded or defired 3 in
fhort, they beeartie jealous of them, and, one Night,
murdered all thé young Men they had with them.
The Five Nations complained to the Chiefs of the
Adirondacks, of the Inhumanity of this A&ion 5 but
they contented themfelves with blaming the Mur-
derers, and ordered them to make fome fmall
Prefents to the Relations of the nmurdered Petfons,
without being apprehenfive of the Refentment of the
Five Nations 5 for they looked upon them, as Men
not capable of taking any great Revenge. \
~ This however provoked the Five Nations to
Degree, that they foon refolved, by fome Means,
* fo be revenged ; ‘and the Adirondacks being informed

~ ¥ It is fill a Cuftom among, the Jadsans, to expiate Murder by
Prefents to the Relations of the Perfon killed. R




Part . Five Inpian NATroNs, ' 23

of their Defigns, thought to prevent them, by re-Cu a p.
L

ducing them with Force to their Obedience.

The Frve Nations then lived near where Mont \wmvmed
Real now ftands; they defended themfelves at firft
but faintly againft the vigorous Attacks of the A4i-
rondacks, and were forced to leave their own Coun-
try, and fly to the Banks of the Lakes where they
live now. As they were hitherto Lofers by:the
‘War, it obliged them to apply themfelves to the
Exercife of Arms, in which they became daily more and
more expert. Their Sachems, inorder to raife their Peo-
ple’s Spirits, turned them againft the * Satanss, a
lefs warlike Nation, who then lived on the Banks of
the Lakes ; for they found it was difficult to remove
the Dread their People had of the Valour of the
Adirondacks. 'The Five Nations {foon fubdued the
Satanas, and drove them out of their Country 4 and
their People’s Courage being thus elevated, they,
from this Time, not only defended themfelves
bravely againft the whole Force of the Adirondacks,
but often carried the War into the Heart of the 44i-
rondacks’s Country, and, at laft, forced them to
leave it, and to fly into that Part of the Country,
where Quebeck is now built. *

There are more [nftances than one in Hiftory, of
poor difpirited Nations, that by fome fignal Affront
or Abufe have had their Spirits {o raifed, that they
have not only performed notable Things on a fud-
den, but, if they happened, at the fame Time, to be
led and governed by wife Men, have fo far kept
up, and mmproved that Spirit, that they have bes
come, in a Manner, a different People. Let us'ex=
amine Hiflory, and we thall find, “that the different
Figure every Country has made in theWorld, has been
ever principally owing to the Principles which werein-
culcated into, and carefully cultivated in the People.

* They are called Shaauonons, by the French, and live now
on one of the Banks of the Mififfp.

C4 In
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Cu 4 r.In this chiefly confifts the Art of making a Nation
L. glorious, or the Crime of debafing them ito Servi-
=~ tude or Slavery. It was from the Notions of Liber-
ty, Honour, and Glory, and fuch wife and gene-
rous Principles, which the meaneft Citizen amonfg
the old Romans entertained, - that they became fo
great and powerful, and a Terror to all Nations ;
as the fordid, timorous, cunning Artifices, and the
Love of Wealth and fenfual Pleafures, cultivated
‘among the prefent Romans, has debafed them now
into the meaneft and. leaft feared Nation on the
Earth. The Hiftory of the Five Nations will readi-
‘ly fhew, how far the ancient Roman Principles have
‘been cultivated among them.
. Soon after this Change of the People of thefe
Nations, the French arrived at Canada, and fettled
at Quebeck ; and they thinking it advifeable to gain
the Efteem and Friendthip of the Adirondacks, in
whofe Country they fettled, Monficur Champlais,
the firft Governor of Csnada, joined the Adirondacks
in. an Expedition againft the Five Nations. They
met a Party of two-hundred Men of the Five Na-
tions in Corlar’s Lake, which the French, on this
Occafion called by Monfieur Champlain’s Name, and
~both Sides went afhore to prepare for Battle, which
-proved to the Difadvantage of the ¥ive Nations,
’The French, in thort, kept themfelves undifcovei’d,
till the Moment they began to join Battle; and
.their Fire-arms furprifed the Five Nations fo much,
that' they were immediately put into Confufion;
for, before that Time, they had never feen
fuch Weapons. The Trade with the French, foon
after this, drew moft of the neighbouring Nations
to Quebeck, and they all joined in the War againft
the Five Nations. :

The Adirondacks having their Numbers thus in-
creafed, and their Fire-arms giving them newCon-
fidence, propofed nothing lefs to themfelves, than
the intire Deftru&tion of the Five Nations. Upon
- ‘ this
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this, their young Warriors became fierce and info-CH a »p:
lent, and would not be kept under any Difcipline or  I.-
| Subjection to their Captains; but, upon all Occafi- YN
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Ans, rafhly attacked the Enemy, who were obliged

to keep themfelves upon the defenfive ; and to make
up what they wanted in Force, by Stratagems, and
a fkilful Management of the War. The young
Men of the Five Nations foon perceived the Ad-
vantages they gained by this Conduct, and every
Day grew more fubmiffive to their Captains, and di-
ligent in executing any Enterprize.

The Five Nations fent out fmall Parties only,
who meeting with great Numbers of the Adiron-
dacks, retired before them with feeming Terror,
while the Adirondacks purfued them with Fury, and
without Thought, till they were cunningly drawn
into Ambufcades, where moft of their Men were
killed or taken Prifoners, with little or no Lofs to
the Five Nations. '

The Adirondacks, by this Means, wafted away,

| and their boldeft Soldiers were almoft intirely de-

ftroy’d, while the Number of the Five Nations were
increafed, by the Addition of the Prifoners, which
they took from the Satanas.

The wifeft and beft Soldiers of the Adirondacks,
when it was too late, now at length difcovered, that
they muft learn the Art of War from thofe Enemies
that they at firft defpifed; and now five of their
Captains endeavoured to perform by themfelves
fingly, with Art and by Stratagem, what they could
not, do by Force at the Head of their Armies ;. they
had however no langer any Hopes of conquering,
their Thoughts were only fet on Revenge.

It is not improper to obferve here, once for all,
that in writing the Hiftory of /ndians, it is often ne-
ceflary to give an Account of the Enterprizes of
fingle Perfons, otherwif€ the Jidian Genius can ne-
ver be known, or their Manner of making War un-
derftood. An Indian named Pifkaret was at this

: Time
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Time one of the Captains of greateft Fame amo

the Adirondacks : This bold Man, with four other
Captains, fet out for Trois- Rivieres in one Canoe, each
of them being provided with three Mufquets, which
they loaded with two Bullets apiece, joined witha
fmall Chain tem Inches long; they met with five
Canoes in Sorel River, each having ten Men of the
Five Nations on Board. Pifkaret and his Captains,
as foon as thofe of the Five Nations drew near, pre-
tended to give themfelves up for loft, and fung their
Death Song, * then fuddeng' fired upon the oes,
which they repeated with the Arms that-lay ready
loaded, and tore thofe Birch Veflels betwixt Wind
and Water. The Men of the Five Nations were fo
ﬁrpﬁud,},% they h;tglgbld out Otgae tl(l)eir Canoes,
and gave Pi/karet and his Companions pportunity
of k%aock.ing as many of tlml;a?;n the Head as they
pleafed, and faving the others, to feed their Re-
venge, which they did, by burning them alive with
the moft cruel Torments. This however was {o far
from glutting Pifkarer’s Revenge, that it feemed

rather to give a keener Edge to it ; for he foon after|

undertook another Enterprize, in which none of his
Countrymen durft accompany him : He was well ac-
i with the Country of the Five Nations, and
out about the Time the Snow began to melt,
with the Precaution of putting the hinder Part of his
Snow Shoes forward, that if any fhould happen
upon his Footfteps, they might think he was gane
the contrary Way ; and, for further Secunity, went
along the Ridges and high Grounds, where the
Snow was melted, that his Track might be often loft ;
when he came near one of the Villages of the Faw
Nations, he hid himfelf till Night, and then entered
& Cabin, while every Body was faft afleep, mur-
* Itisa Cuftom among the Indian Prifoners of War, when

led to Death, to fing an Account of their own Explojts ; and
this they are hardy enough to continue even in the midft of Tor-

tures. B .
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dered the whole Family, and carried their Scalps in- Cua ». .
o his lurking Place. The next day the People of 1.
he Village fearched for the Murderer in vain. The twmemed;
ollowing Night he murdered all he found in another.
abin. The Inhabitants next Day fearched like-
wie in vain for the Murderer ; but the third Night
m Watch was keptin every Houfe. Pifkaret in the
Night bundled up the Scalps he had taken the two
fformer Nights, to carry, as the Proofof his Viory,
and then ftole privately from Houfe to Houfe, till
at laft he found an Indian nodding, who was upon
the Watch in one of the Houfes; he knockt this
[Man on the Head ; but as. this alarmed the r¢ft,. he
was forced immediately to fif. He was however
under no great Concern from the Purfuit, being
more fwift of Foot than any Indian then living. He let
his Purfuers come near him from Time to Time, and
then would dart from them. This he did with De-
fign to tire them out with the Hopes of overtaki
im. As it began to grow dark, he hid himfelf,
and his Purfuers ftop’d to reft. They not being appre-
henfive of any Danger froma fingle Man, foon fell
afleep, and the bold Pijkaret obferving this, knock’d
them all on the Head, and carried away théir Scalps
with the reft. Such Stories as.thefe are told among
the Indians, as extraordinary Inftances of the Cou-
rage and Condu& of their Captains. The Indians
will often travel thus three or four Hundred Miles
fingly, or two or three in Company, and lurk about
their Enemy’s Borders for feveral Weeks, in Hopes
to revenge the Death of a near Relation or dear
Friend. Indeed they give themfelves fo very much
up to Revenge, that this Paffion feems to gnaw
their Souls, and gives them no Reft till they fatisfy
it. It is this  Delight in Revenge, that makes all
barbarous Nations cruel; and the curbing. fuch
Paffions is one of the happy Effe&s of being ci-
vilized,
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Cu aAp: The Five Nations are fo much delighted with
L Stratagems in War, that no Superiority of their
=~ Forces ever make them negle& them. They amufed

the Adirondacks and their Allies the Quatoghies (call-
ed by the French Hurons) by fending to the French,
and defiring Peace. The French defired them to
receive fome Priefts among them, in Hopes that
thofe prudent Fathers would, by fome Art, recon-
cile them to their Intereft, and engage their Affe&i-
ons. The Five Nations readily accepted the Offer,
and fome Fefuits went along with them : But after
they had the Jefuits in their Power, they ufed them
only as Hoftages, and thereby obliged the Fremch
to ftand neuter, while they prepared to attack the
Adirondacks and Quatoghies, and they defeated the
Quatoghies in a dreadful Battle fought within two
Leagues of Quebeck.

The French own, That if the Five Nations had
known their Weaknefs at that Time, they might
have eafily deftroyed the whole Colony. -

This Defeat, in Sight of the French Settlements,
ftruck Terror into all their Allies, who were at that
Time very numerous, becaufe of the Trade with the
French, which furnifhed them with many the moft
ufeful Conveniencies; for before that Time the
Indians had no Iron Tool among them.

The Nipeceriniens, who then lived on the Banks
of 8¢. Laurence River, fled upon this to the North-
ward, believing that the extreme Coldnefs of the
Climate, and a barren Soil, would be the fecureft
Defence againft the Ambition of the Five Nations.
The Remainder of the Quatoghies fled with the
Utawawas Southweftward ; and for the greater Secu-
rity, fettled in an Ifland, which being further than
the Name of the Five Nations had then reached,
they trufted to the Diftance of the Place, and the

- Advantage of its Situation. .

Their laft Expedition having fucceeded fo well,

the Five Nations gave out, that they intended next
' Winter
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Winter to vifit Yanmendio, (the Name they give toCn a p.
e Governor of Canada;) thefe Vifits are always I
made with much Shew. Under this Pretence they v~/
bathered together 1000 or 1200 Men. Their out
Bcouts met with Pifkarer near Niccolet River, and
till pretending a friendly Vifit to the Governor of
Canads, as their only Defign, he told them, that
bhe Adirondacks were divided into two Bodies, one of
vhich hunted on the North Side of St. Laurence Ri-
ber at Wubmake, three Leagues above Trois Rivieres,

nd the other at Nicolet. As foon as they had gained

1is Information, they killed him, and returned with
his. Head to the Army. The Five Nations divided
kewife into two Bodies; they furprized the Adiron-
Jacks in both Places, and in both cut them in pieces:
"Thus the moft warlike and polite Nation of all

e Indians in North America, was almoft intirely de-
troyed. by a People they at firft defpifed,! and by 2

Var which their Pride and Injuftice brought upon
hem ; and we here fee, that ai'l the Advantages of
Numbers, Courage and Weapons, is not equal to
bood difcipline inan Army. -

A very few Adirondacks only now remain in fome

illages near Quebeck, who fill wafte away and
decay, by their drinking ftrong Waters, tho’ when

e French firft fettled at Quebeck, 1500 fighting Men
of them lived between that Place and 8il/erie, which
are only a League diftant, befides thofe that lived at

aquenay, Trois Rivieres, and fome other Places.
And fince this decifive Battle, the Adirondacks have
never been confidered as of any Confequence, either
in Peace or War.

The Quatoghies and Atawawas now foon n
to be in Want of the European Commodities, which
had made them confiderable among their new
Friends. In order therefore to fupply themfelves
anew, they returned to Trade at Quebeck ; and by
this Means the Place of their Retreat was difcovered
to the five Nations; and they not having their Re-

: venge
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CH ap.yenge fatiated, while the Quasoghies had a Being
L foonhgcconvinced them, that%: "é(ten_t of Countny
= could {et bounds to that Paffion, when it rages in thi
Hearts of the Five Nations, for they foon after at
tack’d -them in their new Settlement. The %
toghies had the good Fortune to difcover the Fiy
ations Time enough to make their Efcape, and fle
to the Pwewatemics, who lived a Day’s Jourhey
further, where they, and all the Neighbouring Na
tions, fecured themfelves in alarge Fort. The Fiy
Nations followed, but, being in Want of Provifion
they could not attempt a Siege, and therefore pro
poled 2 Treaty with the Pusrwatemies, which wa
accepted. The Pusewatemies acknowledged the Fiv
Natwons as Mafters of all- the Nations round then
;?’Plauded their Valour, and pramifed them thes
‘mendfhip, and to fupply them with Provifions
they would not however truft themfelves out of they
Fort, but fent out a Supply ; and even this the
did, only withDefign to do that by Treachery, whig
they durft not attempt by Force; for the Provi
fions were poifoned. The Treachery was dilcoverei
bowever to the Five Nations, by an old Quatoghi
who had a Son Prifoner among them ; his Affe&ian
for his Son overcoming even his Hatred to his Cous
try’s Enemies. This Treachery highly enraged the
Fivé Nations againft the Putewatemies, and th
neighbouring People; but Famine obliging them i
retire at this Time, they divided their Armies in®
‘Parties, the better to provide for their Subfiftence,
by Hunting ; oneof thefe Parties in their Chace fel
in with a Village of the Chickiaghicks ( called by the
French Hinois) and furprized the old Men, Womer
aud Children, when the young Men were abroad
hunting ; but the young Men, upon their Retum,
gathering together all the reft of t.gg Villages, pu-
fued this Party of the Five Nations, and recovered tht
Prifoners. , .
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This was the firft Time that the Five Nations had Cu A p.
been feen in thofe Parts, but their Namg was become I
fo terrible, that the Chigraghcicks, notwithftanding ‘==ve=d

 this Advantage, left their Country, and fled to the

Nations that lived weftward, till the General Peace
was fettled by the Fremch, and not till on that Oc-
cafion returned to their own Country. -

CHAP IIL

Jbe Wars and Treaties of Peace of the Indians of
the Five Nations with the French, from 1665 20
1683, and their Affairs with New-York in that
Time. ;

-Roy of America by the French King, arrived at

, after he had vifited the French Iflands in the

ot Indies, and brought 'with him four Companies
of Foot 5 and in September of the fame Year, Mr.
Courfel arrived Governor' General of Canads; he
brought with him a Regiment and feveral Families,

éNM i665 Monfieur De Trafi appointed Pice-

ol with all Things neceffary for eftablithing of a Colony.

g e.8 3
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Their Force being now thus confiderably augment- -
ed, the Fremch Governor refolved to chaftife the
Infolence of the Frve Nationsy and for that Purpofe,

8in the Winter, fent out a Party againft the Mobawks,

but thefe by the Cold, and their not knowing the
Ufe of Snow Shoes, fuffered very much, without
doing any Thing againft the Enemy. 8

This Party however fell in with * SkemefFady, a
fmall Town which Corlear (a confiderable Man
among the Dutch) had then newly fettled. When
they appeared near Sheneflady, they were almoft dead

with Cold and Hunger ; and the Indians, who were

® The French call this Town Corlear, from the Perfons Name
who firft fettled there. It is fituate on the Mobawks River
fixteen Miles from bany. .

2 then
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CH A p. then in that Village, had intirely deftroyed them, if
1L Corlear,(inCompaffion to his fellow Chriftians)had not
S~ contriv’d their Efcape. He had a mighty Influence
* over the Indians; and it is from him, and in Re-
membrance of his Merit, that all Governors of New-
Zork-are called Corlear by the Indians to this Day,
tho’ he himfelf was never Governor. He perfasded
the Indians, that this wasa {mall Party of the Fremch
Army come to amufe them, that the great Body was
gone dire@ly towards their Caftles, and that it was
neceflary for them immediately to go in Defence of
their Wives and Children.  This they believed,. and
readily: obeyed ; and as foon as the,.[ndians were
gone, he fent to the Fremch, and fupplied them
with Provifionsand other Neceflaries to carry them
back. The Fremch Governor, in Order to reward
fo fignal a Service, invited Corlear to Canada; but
as he went through the great Lake, which lies to the
Northward of A/bany, his Canoe was overfet, and he
was drowned ; and from this Accident that Lake hz
ever fince been called Corlear’s Lake, by the People
of New-2ork. There is a Rock in this Lake, on
which the Waves dafh and fly up to a great Height;
when the Wind blows hard, the Indians believe,
that anold Indian lives under this Rock, who has the
Power of the Winds ; and therefore, as they pafsit
in their Voyages over, they always throwa Pipe, or
fome other fmall Prefent to this old Indian, and pray
a favourable Wind. The Englih that pafs with
them fometimes laugh at them, but they are fure to
be told of Csrlear’s Death. Your great Country-
man Corlear (fay they) as he paffed by this Rock,
jefted at our Fathers making Prefents to this Ol
Indian, and inDerifion turned up his Backfide, but
this Affront coft him his Life.

In the following Spring the Vice-Roy and the Ge-
vernor of Canada, with twenty eight. Companies of
Foot, and all the Militia of the Colony, marched
into the Country of the Adobawks, with a Defignto.

v 2 deftroy
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' deftroy this Nation, which by their Wars notonlyCr ap.

prevented their Commerce with the weftern Indians, 1.
but likewife often put their Colony in Danger. It‘=—v—d
certainly was a bold Attempt, to march above 700
Miles from Quebeck through vaft unknown Forefts.
The Mobawks however, on their Approach, Men,
‘Women, and Children, retired into the Woods, and
all that the French were able todo, was to burn fome
Villages, and to murder fome old Sacbems that (like
the old Roman Senators,) chofe rather to dye than to
defert their Houfes.

The- French were fo conceited before, of their
Superiotity over the Irdians in their Skill of War,
and their Weapons, that they thought they could
not efcape, but the little Honour or Advantage they
got by this Expedition leffened their Vanity, and
_made them defirous of Peace; and the Five Nations
remaining fearful of the French fire Arms, it was with-
'out much Difficulty concluded in the Year 1667.

The Five Nations however being naturally very
enterprizing and haughty, one of their Parties fome
Time after met with fome Frensch in their hunt-
ing, and quarrelled ,with them. The Indians had
the Advantage, they killed feveral of the French,
and carried one Prifoner into their own Country.
Monfieur de Courfel fent on this to threaten the Frve
Nations with War, if they did not deliver up thefe
Murderers ; and the Five Nations, to fhew their pub-
lick Difpleafure at this Breach of Peace, fent
Agariata, the Captain of the Company that did the
Mifchief, with forty others, to beg Pardon; but
Monfieur Courfel was refolved to make an Example
of Agariata, and ordered him to be hanged in
Sight of his Countrymen; and the French think that
this Severity was a great Means of preferving the

Peace till the Year 1683. . '

~ The Dutch, whofettledinthe New Netberlands, now
called New-20rk, in 1609, entered into an Alliance
with the Fjve Nations, which continued without any
: D Breach
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Cu a p.Breach on either Side, till the Englifb gained this

. II.  Country. The Dutchgained the Hearts of the Fiw

AV Nations by their kind Ufage, and were_frequently]
ufeful to the French, in faving thofe of them thatf
were prifoners from the Cruelty of the Indians.

In 1664; New-York being taken by the Enghif,
they likewife immediately entered into a Friendfhip
with the Five Nations, which has continued withow
the leaft Breach to this Day ; and Hiftory, I believe,
cannot give an Inftance of the moft Chriftian or mof
Catholick Kings obferving a Treaty fo firi¢ly, an
for fo long a Time as thefe Barbarians, as they ar
called, have done.

The Engli/b and French (Peace being every wher
fettled) now endeavoured to extend their Commerc
and Alliances among the Indian Nations, that live tofil
the weftward of New-2vork. The French however,
in their Meafures, difcovered always a Defign o
conquering and commanding; for with this View
M. de Frontenac, who had fucceeded in the Go-
vernment of Canada, in the Year 1672, perfuaded
the Five Nations toallow him to build a Fort on the
north Side of Cadarackui Lake, under Pretence of3

‘Store for Merchandife, and the Security of hs
Traders, and under the fame Pretence built feve-
ral other Forts at fome other confiderable Places far
in the Country.

The Englifh and Dutch, on the contrary, profecuted
" their. Méafures only with the Arts of Peace, by fend:

 ing People among the Judians to gain their Affe&:

_ ons, and to perfuade them to come to Albany to
trade ; but the War with the Dutch, which happer

ed about this Time, prevented even thefe homef

" Defigns from having- the Succefs they otherwife
might have had; for in the Year 1673, New-2ort ed,
. being furprifed- by the Dutch, and reftored the next jg
. Year to the Englifp, the Alterations of Govem-
ment, and of Mafters, obftrutted very much any
Meafures that.could have been taken for the pét;l::
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Good. Their Trade was likewife confiderably hin- Cu a p.
" dered by the War which the Five Nations had at II. .
that Time with the * River Indians, which forced “=—~v—
many of thofe Indians to feek Shelter among the
Utawawas, who fell under the French Government
at latt ; however, the Englifb, Dutch and French
having all made Peace in Exrope, and the Govern-
ment of New-2ovrk likewife having obtained a Peace
between the Five Nations and Mabikindars or River
Indians, both the Englifb and French wereat full Li-
berty to profecute their Defigns of extending their
ommerce among the Indians, which both did with
ery confiderable Succefs and Advantage to the In-

habitants of their refpective Colonies.

But this Juftice muft be done to the French, that
they far exceeded the Englifb in the daring Attempts
of fome of their Inhabitants, in travelling very far
pmong unknown Indians, difcovering new Countries,
and every where fpreading the Fame of' the French

ame and Grandeur. The Sieur Perot travelled
n the Year 1667 asfaras tbe Fall St. Mary beyond
iffilimakinak, and having learned thofe Indians
anguage, gained them over to his Country’s Intereft.
The Courage and Refolution of many of thefe
Adventurers are defervedly recorded by the French 3
but the Englifb give 1t another Turn, and fay it is
he Barrennefs and Poverty of Canzda that pufhes
the Men of Spirit there, upon Enterprizes, that they
vould not have attempted, if they had lived in the
Province of New-2ork. The chief Reafon, in my Opi-
hion, however, of the French having fo far fucceeded
peyond the Englifb is, that the Indian Affairs are the
particular Care of the Governor and other principal
Dfficers in Canada, who have the greateft - Know-
tdge and Authority ; whereas thofe Affairs in New-
York are chiefly left to the Management of a few

* The Indians living on the Branches of Hudfon's Rivgr,
thin or near the Englifs Settlements at that Time.
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Traders with the Indians, who have no Care for, or

Skill in publick Affairs, and only mind their private
Intereft.

CHAP IL

Of the Tranfaft’z'o;’z.; of the Indians of the Five
Nations with the neighbouring Englith Colonies.

CH 4 p. HE Five Nations being now amply fup
III. plied by the Englih with Fire-Arms anil.
‘=~ Ammunition, give full Swing to their warlik§i
Genius, and foon refolved to revenge the Af
fronts they had at any Time received from th
Indian Nations that lived at a greater Diftanci
from them. The neareft Nations, as they wenli
attack’d, commonly fled to thofe that were furthe
off, 'and the Five Nations purfued them. This, t
gether with a Defire they had of conquering, o
Ambition of making all the Nations round theml
their Tributaries, or to acknowledge the Five Naji
ons to be fo far their Mafters, as to be abfolutelji
directed by them in all Affairs of Peace and W3
with their Neighbours, made them overrun gres
‘Part of North-America. They carried their Am
as far South as Caroline, to the Northward ¢
‘New-Englend, and as far Weft as the River Miffiffip
over a vaft Country, which extends twelve hundrd
Miles in Length, from North to South, and about &
- hundred Miles in breadth ; where they intirely deftroy
ed many Nations, of whom there arc now no Accounil-
remaining among the Englifp.
Thefe warlike Expeditions often proved troubl
. fome to the Colonies of Virginia and Marylan
for not only the Indiaxs that were Friends to thof
Colonies became Victims to the Fary of the Fi
Nations, but the Chriftian Inhabitants likewife we
frequently involved in the fame Calamity. .
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The French having a long Time felt the Incon-Cu a p.
veniencies and Dangers they were in from this reft- 1II
lefs warlike Spirit of the Five Nations, made ufe of ™\~
this Time of PeaCe to guard againft it for the fu-
ture, and were very diligent in purfuing the moft
prudent Meafures. They fent fome of their wifeft
rieﬂs and Jefuits to refide among them, and the
Governors of New-2ork were ordered, by the Duke
York, to give thefe Priefts all the Incouragement
ih their Power. The chief View of thefe Priefts
was, to give the Indians the higheft Opinion of the

rench Power and Wifdom, and to render the Eng-
Uifb as fufpected and as mean as poffible in their
P yes. They waited likewife for every Opportunity
o breed a Quarrel between the Englifb and the In-
dians, and to withdraw the Five Nations from fight-
ing with thofe Nations that traded to Canadas. For
hefe Purpofes thefe Priefts were inftrumental in
rning the Refentment of the Five Nations againft
he Indians, that were in Friendfhip with Virginia
and Maryland. 'The Governor of Maryland, on the
other Hand, to prevent the ill Confequences, that
Rmight happen by Wars between Nations that were
~'Mn Friendfhip with the Exngl/i/h, and lived in their
PWNeighbourhood, fent Colonel Courfey, in the Year
1677, to Albany, to increale the Friendthip between
Virginiaand Maryland on the one Part, and the Five
Nations on the other ; and, accordingly, both Sides
gave mutual Promifes at Albany : Bat this good Un-
derftanding was foon fhaken by fome Parties of the
Oneydoes, Omnondagas, and Secnckas, who were out
when this Treaty was made, and were ignorant of
it. One of them met with the Sufzuebana Indians,
who were in Friendthip with Maryland, and fell
upon them ; they killed four of the Sufguchanas,”
and took fix Prifoners. Five of thefe Prifoners fell
to the Share of the Scickas, who, as foon as they
arrived in their own Country, fent them back with
Prefents, 'to fhew that they kept their Promifes with

: D3 Maryland 5
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Maryland ; but the Ongydoes detained the Prifoner
they had.

Another Party, that went againft the Canage(fe Indi.
ans (Friends of Virginia) were furprifed by a Troop
of Horfe, who killed one Man, and took 2 Woman
Prifoner : The Indians, in Revenge, killed four of
the Inhabitants, and carried away their Scalps, with
fix Chriftian Prifoners.

The Mobawks, all this while, kept firi@tly to
their Words, and fuffered none of their Men to ga
towards Virginia and Maryland.

There is Reafon to think that the Dutch, whe
lived about Albany at that Time, fpirited up the In-
dians againft the Englifb ; the national Differences,
that were then recent, bred a Rancour in their Spi-
rits. Some Dutchmen perfuaded the Omeydoes, that
the Englifp at New-York were refolved to deftroy
them, and put them into a terrible Difturbance ; for
here the Dutch and the French Priefts joined in the
fame Meafures. The Commandant at Albany hear-
ing of this, fent two Interpreters of the Indian Lan-
guage, to perfuade the Ongydoes to come to Alba-
#y, in Order to be affured of the Englih Friend-
fhip, and to have their Jealoufy removed ; which.
being done, Swerife, one of the chief Sachems of
the Oneydoes, excufed his Countrymeén at Abany the
fifteenth of February 1673, by laying the Blame on
the People of Scheneitady, who had. informed not
one, but feveral of their People, and at feveral
Times, that the Engli/b defigned to cut them all
off ; and faid, had they not Reafon to believe the Peo-
ple of Scheneétady, who are Friends and Neighbours
to the Englifb 2 They brought with them a Chrifti-
an Woman and her Child, that had been taken Pri-
foners, and reftored them, praying the Governor to
ufe bis Intereft to have their People reflored, that
had been taken by the People of Virginia; but they
kept another Chriftian Woman and her two Chil-
dren, which they faid they did 