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GEORGII 1II. REGIS.
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C A P. CLXXIII

An A& for the better Prote@ion of the Trade of
the United Kingdom during the prefent Hoftilities

with France. [11th Fuly 1815.]

HEREAS it will add to the Security of Trade to prevent Ships

‘ ;i / fuiling without Convoy, except in certain Cafes : May it there-

fore pleafe Your Majefty that it may be enafted ; and be it

enatted by the King’s moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice ard

Confent of the Lords Spiritdal and Temporal, and Commons, in this prefent
Parliament affembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That from and VS-‘IMS not to
after the pafling of this At it fhall not be lawful for any Ship or Veflel ;“)r{'&“‘:;:“yt

belonging to any of His Majefty’s Subjeés (except as is herein-after pro- Convoy;
vided) to fail or depart from any Port or Place whatever, unlefs under the
Convoy and Proteétion of fuch Ship or Ships, Veffel or Veffels as fhall or

may be appointed for that Purpofe.

II. And be it further enatted, That the Mafter or other Perfon having ror wilfully
the Charge or Command of every fuch Ship or Veffel which fhall fail or ‘;‘P"i‘lmct'f from
depart under the Protetion of Convoy, fhall and is hereby required to ufe %} =77
his utmoft Endeavours to continue with fuch Convoy during the Whole Leave.
of the Voyage, or during fuch Part thereof, as fuch Convoy fhall be
diretted to accompany and prote& fuch Ship or Veffel, and fhall not wil-
fully feparate or depart therefrom upon any Pretence whatever, without’

Order or Leave for that Purpofe from the Officer having the Command

of fuch Convoy.
17C - oI And
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Penalty on III. And be it further enated, That if any Mafter or other Perfon having
Maters of . the Charge or Command of any fuch Ship or Veffel which by this A is re-
contrary to & quired not to fail or depart without Convoy, fhall, contrary to the Diretions
theDireftions contained # this A&, fail or depart from any Port or Place whatewer (ex-
of this Act, cept as heréin-after is provided) without fuch Convoy as thall be dppointed
1000l for that Piirpole, ot fhall afterwards defert or wilfully feparite or depart from
fuch Convoy, without Leave obtained from the Captain ot other Officer in
His Majefty’s Navy entrufted with the Charge of fuch Convoy, before fuch,
Ship or Veflel fhall have arrived at the Port or Place of her Deftination,
or {o far on her Voyage as fuch Convoy thall be direted to accompany
and protet fuch Ship or Veffel, every fuch Mafter or other Perfon having
the Charge or Command of fuch Ship or Veflel 1hall forfeit for every fuch
Offence the Sum of One thoufand Pounds; and in cafe the Whole or
If Cargo con- any Part of the Cargo of any fuch Ship or Vefiel fhall confift of Naval
fits of Naval or Military Stores, every Maiter or other Perfon having the Charge or
gr Military | Comnand of fuch Ship”or Veflel fo loaden'with Naval or Military Stores,
ty 1500l who fhall fail or depart without fuch Convoy as aforefaid, -or fhall after-
wards defert or wilfully feparate or depart trom fuch Convoy without
leave obtained as aforefaid, fhall forfeit for every fuch Offence the Sum
of One thoufand five hundred .Pounds: Provided neverthelefs, that it
fhall be lawful for the Court out of which the Record for the Trial of
any Aion or’ Suit for the Recovery of any fuch Penalty fhall iffue, to
Penalty may mitigate or leflen the fame as the faid Court in. their Difcretion fhall think
be mitigated. fit, having regard to the Circumftances of the Cale and the Value of the
Ship and Cargo, fo as by fuch Mitigation the Penalty be made not lefs
than Fifty Pounds. . : S o

Infurances to - 1V. ‘And be it further ena&ed, That in cafe any fuch-Ship or Veflel-
bevoidin  {hgll fail or depart without Convoy, or fhall afterwards defert or wilfully.
certain Cafes. fonarate or depart froin fuch Convoy contrary to the Provifions of this A&,
every Policy of Infurance, or Contra& or Agreement for .any Infurance
upon fuch Ship or Veflel, or upon any Goods, Wares ‘or Merchandize,
laden or to be laden on board thereof, or upon any Property, Freight, . or
other Intereft arifing out of the fame, whereon ‘Infurances’ may lawfully
be made, and which fhall -be 'the Property of the Mafter or other
Perfon having the Charge or Command of fuch Ship or Veffel fo-failing
without Convoy, or wiltully quitting the fame, or of any Perfon interefted .
in fuch Ship or Veflel or Cargo, who {hall have dire&ted or have been any
way pFivy to.or infirumental in caufing fuch Ship or Veffel to fail without
Convéy or wilfully feparating therefrom,  thall ‘be null and void to-all
Intents and Purpofes, both at Law and in Equity, any Contract or Agree-
ment to the contrary notv/ithftanding ; -and:that nothing {hall-be recovered
thereon by the Affured for Lofs or Damage, or for the Premium or Con.
. fideration in ‘the Nature ‘of 4 Premitm which fhall have been given:for
Peiiahiyyzoct, Tuch Tnfurance ; and if any Party to fuch Infurance, his, *her, or their
7 Executors of Adminiftraters, ‘any. Broker, Agent, or other Perfon, fhall
* knowingly-mike or effé&t; or procureto; be miade or effefted, or fhall
negotiate or tranfa&’ any Settlement. -upon‘ fuch Infurance, or; pay or
allow in Accouilt, of agree to pay or aliow in Accotitit, or -otherwile, any
Suin o Sums of Money upon any Lofs, Peril, or Contifigency, relative to -
any fuch Infurance, €very fuch Perfon fhall: for every fach“Offence forfeit
the Sum of Two hundred Pounds. R T
‘ 14 R . V. And
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V. And beit further enated, That it thall net be lawful for any Officer
or Officers of His Majefty’s Cuftoms in Great Britaiy or Ireland to permit
or {uffer any Ship or Veflel, which- is by this A& required not to fail or
départ without €onvoy, to be cleayed Outwards from any Port or Place in
the United Kingdom to Fqreign Parts, until the Mafter or other Perfon
having the Charge or €Command of. fuch Ship or Veflel fhall have given
Bond to His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflors, with One fufhicient Surety,
in the Penalty of the Value of fuck Ship or Veflel, which Bond fhall be
taken by the Calle€tor or other Principal Officer of the Cuftoms at fuch
Port or Place, who is hereby authorized and required to take fuch Security
with Condition that fuch Ship or Veffel fhall not fail or depart without
Canvoy, contrary to the Direiions contained in this A&, and fhall not
afterwards defert or wilfully feparate or depart from fuch Convoy withont
Leave obtained from the Captain or ether Officer.in His Majefty’s Navy,
entrufted with the Charge of fuch Convoy, before fuch Ship or Veffel fhall
have arrived at her Port or Place of ‘Deftination, .or fo far on her Voyage as

1433
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- VI Provided always, and be it further enacted, That nothing in this
A& contained by which Ships or Veflels are required not to fail or depart
without Convoy, fhall extend .ot be confirued to extend to any Ship ar
Veflel which is not required to be regiftered by any At or AQs of Parlia-
ment in force on or immediately before the pafling of this A&, or to any
Ship or Veflel far which a Licence fhall be granted to fail or depart without
Convoy either by the Lord High Admiral of the United Kingiomn of
Great Britain and. Ireland, or by the Commiflioners for execntiug the
Office of Lord High"Admiral for the Time being, or any Three or more
of them, or by fuch Perfon or Perfons as fhall be duly anthorized by Lim
or them or any Three or more of them for that Purpofe, or to any Ship
or Veflel proceeding with due Diligence to join Convoy from the Port or
Place at which the fame fhall be cleared Outwards, in cafe fuck Convoy fhall
be appointed to fail from fome other Port or Place, except neverthelefs as
to the Bord hereby required to be taken upon the Clearance Outwards,of
fuch Ship or Veflel, or to any Ship or Veflel bound from any Port or Place
within the United Kingdom to any other Port or Place within the fame,

- VH. Provided alfo, and beit further enadted, That no Fee, Gratuity, or
Reward fhall- be demanded or received for any Licence granted in purfu-
ance or under the Authority of this A&, '

V11 And whereas it would not be expedient or poffible to appoint fepa-
rate Convoys to fail from each of feveral contiguous Foreign Ports, be it
further enatted, Thatit fhall and may be lawful to and for the Lord High
Admiralof the. United Kingdom of Great Britainand Ireland, or the Com-
miffioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral ef the faid United
Kingdom for the Time being, or any Three or more of them, whenever
they fhall judge it expedient for the Benefit and Security of the Trade of
His Majefty’s Subjeéts, to appaint One Foreiga Part or Place at which the
Ships and Veflels trading from:certain other Fareign Ports or Places fhould
affemble for the Purpale of takiog Convoy, to caufe Notice from Time to
Time to be given in the Londom and Dublin Gazettes, and alfo at the Cuf-
tom Houfes and Confular Offices of fuch Ports and Places in F:;feign

arts,
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Parts, that one or more Convoy or Convoys will fail from the Ports or
Places to be named in fuch Notice for the Proteftion of the Trade of and
from thofe Parts, and that if any Mafter or other Perfon having the Charge
or Command of any Merchant Ship or Veffel cleared out or intending to fail
from any Port or Place at which fuch Notice fhall have been fo given, fhall
not proceed with fuch Ship or Veflel to fuch Port orPlace fo appointed for the-
Affembly of fuch Convoy or Convoys, and fhall not ufe his utmoft Endea-
vours to join and take the Benefit of fuch Convoy, he fhall be taken and
confidered to have failed without Convoy contrary to this A&, and fhall be
liable to all Penalties and Forfeitures herein provided againit Perfons fo
failing without Convoy: Provided alfo, that if any Ship or Veffel not
hereby required to take Convoy fhall neverthelefs place herfelf under Con-
voy of any of His Majefty’s Ships, fuch Ship or Veflel fhall thereafter be
liable to all the Provifions of this Act. : -

IX. Provided alfo, and be it enafted, That nothing in this A& con.
tained fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to any Ship or Veffel failing
or departing without Convoy from any Foreign Port or Place, nor to
fubjeét the Mafter thereof or any other Perfon to any of the Rules, Regula-
tions, Provifions, Penalties or Forfeitures hereby prelcribed, dire&ted, and im-
pofed, in cafe there fhall not be any Convoy appointed for fuch Ships or
Veflels, nor any Perfon or Perfons at fuch Foreign Port or Place, duly au-
thorized by the Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or the Commiffioners
for executing the Office of Lord High \Admiral for the Time being, or
any Three or more of them, to appoint Convoys for fuch Ships or
Veflels, "or to grant Licences to fuch Ships or Veflels to fail or
depart without Convoy, or in cafe that fuch Notice as -aforefaic fhall not
have been given of another Port or Place to which the Ships or Veflels
failing from fuch Foreign Port or Place fhould proceed for the Purpofe of
taking Convoy. »

~ X. And be it further enatted, That it fhall and may be lawful to and
for the Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, or the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High
Admiral for the Time being, or any Three or more of them, or. fuch
Perfon as thall be duly authorized by him or them, or any Three or more
of them, for that Purpofe, to give Notice that all Mafters and other Perfons
having the Charge or Command of any Ships or Veflels which are by this
A& required not to fail or depart without Convoy, fhall have on board
their refpeive Ships or Veflels fuch Flags, Vanes, or other Materials
as fhall be neceffary for the Purpofe of diftinguithing fuch Ships or Veflels,
and of enabling fuch Mafters or other Perfons to anfwer the Signal or
Signals made by the Captain or other Officer in His Majefty’s Navy en-
trufted with the Care of fuch Convoy, fuch Flags, Vanes, or other
Materials to be provided by fuch Mafter and other Perfons having the
Charge and Command of any Ships or Veffels which are required by this
A& not to fail without Convoy, which Notice thall be inférted in the London
and Dublin Gazettes and tranfmitted to the Commifioners of His Majefty’s
Cuftoms in England, Ireland, and Scotland, in order to the fame being by
them fent to the principal Officers of the Cuftoms at the feveral Ports, for
the Information of the Perfons concerned, and that after fuch Notice no
fuch Ship or Veffel fhall be cleared outwards, until it fhall appear to the
o . Satisfation
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Satisfaction of the proper Officer of the Cuftoms that the Ship is provided
with fuch Flags, Vanes, or other Materials.

XI. And be it further ena@ed, That if any Ship or Veffel, which by Vefilsin
this A& is required not to fail or depart without Convoy, fhall be in immi. &“ge" from
nent Danger of being-boarded or taken Poffeffion.of by the Enemy, the maﬁ:m};_
Mafter or other Perfon having the Charge or Command of fuch ShipJhall nals, and ia
make Signals by firing Guns or -otherwife, to convey Information of his cafe of being
Danger to the Reft of the Convoy as well as to the Ships of War under R‘t’f’c‘:ied In
the Protecion of which he is failing ; and that in cafe of fuch Ship being’ be&a(:;:&
boarded and taken Poflcflion of, he fhall deftroy all Infirucions confided
to him relating to the Convoy ; and every Mafter or Perfon having the
Charge and Command of fuch Veffel, who fhall negle& to make fuch
Signals, or fhall wilfully negle&t to make fuch Signals, or fhall wilfully
omit to deftroy fuch Inftrultions as before mentioned, fhall, for every
fuch Offence, forfeit a Sum not exceeding the Sum of Two hundred Penaltyzool

Pounds.

XIL Provided always, and be it further enadted, That nothing in this Not to ex.
A& contained, .with refpe to Ships or Veflels failing or departing without tend to Vef-
Convoy, or afterwards deferting or wilfully feparating from fuch Convoy, i‘ﬁiﬁufaéz“n‘;n

fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to any Ship or Veflel which fhall |} laces at the
fail or depart from the Mlands of Guernfey, Ferfey, Alderney, Sark, or Perivdsherein
Man, or citber of them, for or on account of fuch Sailing' or Departure mentioned.
_on or before the Firlt Day-of Augu# One thoufand eight hundred and

fifieen, or from any other Port or Place in Eurgpe, on or before the Firft

Day of September One thoufand eight hundred and fifteen, or from any

other Port or Place in the W Indies, or any other Part of America, on

or before the Firft Day of Ofober One thoufand eight hundred and

fificen, or from any Port or Place in Africa or Afia, on or before the

Firft Day of November One thoufand eight hundred and fifteen.

XII: And be it further enadted, That One Moiety of all pecuniary Pensltieshow
Penalties and Forfeitures hereby impofed, as far as the fame relate to Ships to be fued for
‘or Veflels failing without Convoy, or wilfully feparating or departing from 2ud applied.
fuch Convoy, or not proceeding to join and take the Benefit of - Convoy '
as herein-before mentioned, or to Infurances, fhall, if fued for within
the Space of One Year from the Time of any fuch Penalty or Forfeiture
being incurred, be to His Majefty, His Heirs and  Succeflors, and . the
other Moiety thereof, with full Cofts of Suit, to the Perfon or Perfons
who fhall inform or fue for the fame within the Time aforefaid, unlefs
fuch Penalty or Forfeiture fhall be fued for by His Majefty's Attorney
General in England or Ireland, or Advocate in Scotland, in which Cale
the whole thereof fhall belong to His Majeﬂz, and which Penalty or
Forfeiture fhall and may be fued for in any of His Majefty’s Courts of
Record at We/tminfler, in His Majefty’s Court of Exchequer at Edinburgh,
or in any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at Dublin, by A&ion of Debt,

Bill, Plaint, or Information, whether the Offence fhall have been corn-
mitted in any Part of the United Kingdom,or at Sea, or in Parts beyond
the Seas, provided the Perfon incurring fuch Penalty or Forfeiture fhall
be within the Jurifdi®tion of the Court in which fuch A&ion fhall be
brought at the Time of the Commencement thereof, or of Service of
Procefs upon him, and in which A&ion no Effoign, Privilege, Wager of

Law, or more than One Imparlance, fhall be allowed ; and in Default of

' 17D " Prafe.
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Profecution within the Time heréin-before Huited, ho fuch Penilty or For-
feiture fhall be afterwards recoverable, except in the Name of His Majelty’s
Attorney-General in England or Ireland, or Advocate in Scotland, by In-
formation in the refpettive Courts aforefald, i which Cafe the whole of
fuch Penalty ot Forfeiture thall belong to His Majefty, His Heirs and Suc-
ceflors ; and ‘that all Penalties and Forfeitures, and Shares of Penalties arid
Forfeiures, incurred as aforefaid, belonging to His Majelty, His Heirs or
Succeffors, fhall be paid into the Hands of the Receiver General of His
Majetty’s Cuftoms in England, Ireland, atQ Scotland refpeGively, for the
Time being, and fhall go to and be deettied and taken as Par¢ of the Con-
folidated Funds of Great Btitain and Ireland refpedively.

XIV. Provided always, and be it further enatted, That in cafe any
fuch Profecution fhall be commiericéd by any Pet{on or Perlons for the
Recovery of any fuch Penalty oi Forfeiture as aforefaid, it fhall and may
be lawful for His Majefty’s Attorney Géneral in England and Ireland, or
Advocate in Scotland, in cafe it fhall appear to their Satisfaltion refpeively
that fuch Penalty or Forfeiture was incurred without any. Intention of
Fraud, to flop all further Proceedings on every fuch Profecution of fuch
Pénalty or Forfeiture to which any fuch Perfon may ¢laim to be entitled,
upon fuch Terms neverthelefs as to Cofts and otherwife as any fuch Attorney
General or Advacate fhiall think reafoitable. : .

XV. And be it enaéted, That the Senlor Officer of every ConVoy t6
be appointed for the Proteétion of Trade fhall caufe to' bé ‘itidorfed on
a Copy of the Inftru€tions and Ourders to the refpetive Mafters ot othat
Perfons having the Charge or Comrhand of the different Ships and
Veffels failing urider his Proteion, the Days of the Month and Yeat
when Copies of fuch Inftruélions and Orders were delivered on Boatd
fuch refpettive’ Ships and Veffels, and the Names of the Perfons yefpec.-
tively to whoiti the Tirtie Were fo delivered, and thie Names of the Perfons
delivering the fame. .

XVI Provided always, and be it further ena&ed; That rione of the
Provificns of this Atk fhall bein force until His Majefty, by and with the
Advice of His Privy Councils fhall order the fdme to be carried into
Exeeution, - -

XVIE. And be it further enatted, Thatif any AQiott or Suit fhall be
brought or commenced againft any Perfon ot Pérfons for any Thing done
in putfuatice of this A¢t, fuch Aion or Suit fhall be commenced withir
Three Calendar Months nextafter thé Fa& committed and not efterwards,
and {hall be laid in the County or Place whete the Caufe of Complainé
did arife and not elfewhere ; and the Defendait or Defenddnts in évery fuch
AQion or Suit may plead - the General Iue, and give this A& and the
fpecial Matter in Evidence-at any Trial to-be had- theteupon 3 and if the
Jury fhall find for the Defendant or Defendarite in any fuch Ation or Suity
or if the Plaititiff or Plaintiffs thall be noffited ot difcontinue his, her; or
their A&tion or Suit after the Defendant. er Pefendants fhall have appeared,.
or if upon Demutrer Judgement fhall be given againft the Plaintiff or Plain.
tiffs, the Defendant or Defendants:fhall havé Treble Cofts and have the
like Remedy for the fame ds any Defenidaiit Bathin any other Cales to
recover Colts by Law. '

s XVII. Pro-
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X VIIL Provided always, and be it further enaéted, That it fhall be lawful for Veflels em- _
any Ship or Veffel employed in the Newfoundland Fithery, being whoily laden Ployed in the
with Fith or other Produce of the faid Fithery, or with Articles of the Growth 1,4 ?,?}fg .
or Froduce of the faid fland of Newfoundland, or Coaft of Labrador, to may failmfz};-
fail or depart from any Port or Place within the faid Ifland or on the faid out Convoy.
Coaft (except as herein-after is provided) without being accompanied with
or being under the Proteftion of Convoy, or without a Licence having
been obtained, authorizing fuch Ship or Veflel fo to fail or depart.

XIX. Provided always, and be it furtiier ena®ed, That nothing in But not to
this A& fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to permit or allow any Ship extend to the
or Veflel to fail or depart from the Port of Sair¢ Jobn’s in the faid Ifland of g°’3 ‘;If ,
Newfoundland, without being under the Protecion of Convoy or without °%“°™"®
Licence being firft obtained for that Purpofe, during the Time any Admi-
ral or other Perfon duly aithorized by the Lord High Admiral of Great
Britain, or by the Commiffioners for executing the Office of Lord High
Admiral for the Time being, to grant Licences for permitting Ships or
Veflels to fail or depart without being under the Prote&ion of Convoy,
fhall be ftationed or refident at the faid Port of Saint Jobn’s.

XX. And be it further enadted, That this A& fhall be and continue in Continuance
force during the prefent Hoftilities with France. of A&,

LONDON: Printed by Groret Evre and ANDREW STRAHAN,
. Printers to the King’s moft Excellent Majefty. 1815,



