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WE HAVE FURNISHED

BLGIN. CE
CO. HALDIMAND CO.
YORK CO.
STORMONT CO.
PEEL Co.

Can We Fit Yours?

BUILDING and
Crushed Stone

nish both Building and Crushed
Stone from his quarries at

i

[

The undersigned is prepared to fur- |
i

Hagersville, Haldimand Co., ’

an
St. David’s, Lincoln Co., Ont.

Crushed Stone graded to different
sizes for making

Macadamized Roads

and streets, is cheaper and far superior
to stone broken by hand. Write for

prices to
J. C. INGLES,

MENICIPAL MEN
Look Here )

Do you know the merits of the BAER
Patent Bridge? If you do not you are
standing in your own light, because you
could save money for your municipality.
Our Bridges will last forty years if taken
care of. Common sense convinces the
most sceptical. The sun shines on them
the year round, and happy are the rate-
payers who have them. Correspondence
solicited.

BRESR & CO.,

Builders

=

EDDRESS : HAGERSMILLE, ONT

DOOIN, oNT

J. M. GLENN, LL.B.,

BERRISTER, BTC.

SOLICITOR FOR THE FOUNTY OF ELGIN AND
OTHER MUNICIPALITIES,
EDITOR LEGAL DEPARTMENT OF
THE MUNICIPAL WORLD,

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO MUNICIPAL
LAW.

Offices, = = Talbot Street, St. Thomas

TELEePhLONEG 163.

STANDARD EXTINGUISHER

| THE GUTTA PERCHA & RUBBER MFG. CO.,, OF TORONTO, L'D.

“MALTESE CROSS" Carbolized Rubber “BAKER FABRIC” Cotton, Rubber-Lined

Fire Hose
Suction Hose
Play Pipes

Valves, etc,

Hook and
Ladder Tiucks

Firemen's

dubber Clothing

&

Catalogues, Samples, Estimates and Information Cheerfully Given

Head QOfices and Warerooms—61 and 63 Front Street Wesi;, Toronto, Ont.
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ZEMILIUS JARVIS & CO. wevsen ronouro sroor sxcrmnoe

aimon.. Stock and Bond Brokers, Invesiment Agents, 23 K ing Streel West, Toronto, Om.

—~—~——

" GlP L nEHENTu Es wanted for Foreign Clients. We can place Debentures direct with Foreign Clients without
charge to Municipalities, Commission allowed to persons introducing new business.

ELECTRIC RAILWAV BONDS PURCHASED. ‘ - - - - STOCK EXCHANGE ORDERS PROMPTLY EXECUTED

, SAWYER AND MASSEY COMPANY, LIMITED,

—MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

HIGH . CLASS . ROADMAKING . MACHINERY.

ROAD GRADERS, ROAD ROLLERS, STONE CRUSHERS,
ROAD SCRAPERS, PLOWS, BARROWS, ETC.

CATALOGUE WITH FULL PARTICULARS ON APPLICATION. sl

MONICIPAL DEBENTURES WANTED.

FOR ENGLISH: SCOTCH END
CAEANAEDIAN CLIENTS. . . .

THE VERY HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR DEBENTURES OF COUNTIES,
TOWNSHIPS, TOWNS AND VILLAGES.

Municipal Officers will kindly furnish particulars of the issue, as well as Correspondence solicited with those in a
copy of the By-law, etc., when asking us for an offer, position to introduce business,

GEO. A. STIMSON & CO.,

6 TORONTO STREET, TORONTO. CANADA.
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Supply Dept. The Municipal World, St. Thomas

Assessment Rolls and Forms. Collectors’ Rolls and Forms. Blank Forms Required by the
Ditches and Watercourses
Sheets Assessment roll paper...... Sheets Collectors’ roll paper ...... Act, 1804.
sheet A t roll . Sheets Collectors’ roll paper, non i
5 :ezide;:essmeu g i g resident . ......ou pp ,,,,,,, ““It shall be the duty of the municipal-
""""""""""" ity to keep printed copies of all the
Assessment notices. .. ... S e e Collectors’ receipts, bound in books forms required by this Act.”—Section 9,
5 (e ), IR BRI L T N e subsection 2,
PEhool. OSREINS HOOIAY -y < wiitys ¥ 13 Warrant to distrain for taxes.... ; A
: : : B—Declaration of ownership.....
Declara‘nops for parties to fill in... Notice of sale for taxes....... ... : C—Notios ¢
Section 42. otice to owners...... ......
Notice to tenant to pay remt to
Affidavit by person claiming to be S el . D—Agreement by owners ........
placed on the roll as voter.... .. > g SR
Forms A and B, Manhood Suffrage Act, Collector’s account to treasurer. ... E—Requisition for examination by
: Stdtion 13 L S R s :
Bkyossoty. Guillol o Vv Collectors’ bonds ..... ...... ... F—Notice of appointment for exam
Municipal clerk to assessor, notice b : ination by engineer.. ........
Witholiat ol lands liabl’e T bé Collectors’ Guide, with notes...... Bt A R s b
sold for taxes, with blank for Collector’s roll, 12 sheets, leather. . SeiiniTs
aSSessor’s reburn.......... ..., N ;
Sections 141 and 142. Collector’s roll, 18 sheets, leather. . H—Engineers’ ce:tificates...... ..
) ’s roll, 24 sheets, leather. . S ¢ 1 to judge........
Cletk’s Gotupiad Tobant- 1o ooty Collector’s roll, 24 sheets, leather Sunnno‘us,'upp:a. o judge
D OO O T LS s o St Collector’s roll, 30 sheets, leather. . SIECHionTa0s
Sl Collector’s roll, 36 sheets, leather. . E u.}Ill Z’;g%la?:‘:::‘y notes are printed
Assessors’ certificates.......... .. SRR, 9 ;
Wi ol B sl e Consolidated Drainage Laws. .. ...
Recapitulation of assessment roll. . Collector’s roll, 48 sheets, leather. .

Packages 300 forms, assorted, in

Assessment rolls 12 sheets, cloth. . A s
sment rolls sheets, clo Collector’s roll, 54 sheets, leather. . heavy manilla stationery envelope.

A t rolls 12 sheets, leather.
MOSAIABE SUlin I3 Shvain, s b, Collector’s roll, 60 sheets, leather.

Assessment rolls 18 sheets, cloth.. Collector’s roll, any size or style of Drainage Act Forms.

Assessment rolls 18 sheets, leather binding to order.

5 : Petition of owners...... .... ....
Assessment rolls 24 sheets, cloth. Rolls ’“t:fi‘z"z;bll:aii"e‘f cover to roll Sectipn e
A 24 sheets, leather. S 5 h of ineer
ssessment rolls 2 ) s Coviis for colectore oller . : Oath o engineer.... . ......o....
Assessment rolls 30 sheets, cloth. . Section 3.
Assessment rolls 30 sheets, leather. Arrears of Taxes. Notice to party assessed.... .....
Section 16.
The above include two sheets non- The following forms will be appre- s
resident paper bound in each roll. ciated by all clerks and treasurers hay- Oath of mf.zmber of court of revision,
ing returns to make in connection with Section 26,
Assessment rolls 36 sheets, cloth . . arrears of taxes. Summons, court of revision........
Assessment rolls 36 sheets, leather Clerk’s notice of uncollected taxes. Section 28. 3
Assessment rolls 42 sheets, cloth, . Section 135. Notice of complaint............. >
5 Sections 34 or 44
Assessment rolls 42 sheets, leather. Municipal clerk to county treasurer, Lkt of apioRle Gorier s wei e an,
Assessment rolls 48 sheets, cloth. , non-resu‘lent taxroll ... ...... Seotion' g7
Assessment rolls 48 sheets, leather B3 Settion xax; ; Form of by-law, four pages fool’s
~ ollector to treasurer, statement o S o 2 3 S e SR LR SRS R
Assessment rolls 54 sheets, cloth.. uncollected taxes...... ........

Assessment rolls 54 sheets, leather, Scction 235,

Tile, Stone and Timber Drainage

Assessment rolls 60 sheets, cloth. , Municipal treasurer to county A
Assessment rolls 60 sheets, leather. z;easurer , statement of unpaid ct.
RO ) e ey L A i s
< . S. O., Chap, 38.
The above include three sheets non- Section 14s. ,R SI.O .C afp 381
resident paper in each roll. County, treasurer to municipal Owners spp ication for loan......,
, clerk list of lands liable to be ecubu:
b' A(is.sesstx‘nent’zl rolls any size or style of sold for arrears of taxes.... .... By-law imposing special rate......
inding to order. Section 140. Section 17.
Rolls with flexible cloth covers to roll Municipal clerk to assessor, notice Statutory declaration of applicant
same price as leather. WIIEih list of lands liable to be for loan required by Act of 1895,
L e e
B it i Sa A b Debentures blank.. ... ... ika5. :
....... . 23 Section 5.
Municipal clerk to county treasurer,
occupied retarn..........,...., Line F Act
Forms Required by Jurors’ Act. Section 143. e Jences "
R. S. O., Chap. sz. County treasurer to municipal . R.5.0: Clinpsaios
Oath to be taken by selectors. ... clerk, statement of arrears to be 1. Notice to opposite party. ......
el entered on collectors’ roll ..., Section 4.
Report, of selectors, first, second, Treasurer’s triplicate receipt books 2. Notlsiiﬁt; fencevxewers. R e
third and fourth divisions...... Certificate of sale for taxes.... e
Schedule A, section 28, Secti ; . e
on 173. Section 7.

Set of forms for annual report. ... Treasurer’s tax deeds...... .... 2 Line Fences Acty ..........v.....
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Forms Required under the Voters’
Lists Act.

FOR USE OF CLERK.
Form 1—For making printer’s copy

of Voters’ List. Subdivisions

State number of polling subdivisions
in list when ordering Form 1.

Form 2—Certificate to be endorsed
on. Voters” Tist sisnmaams Loness

Form 3—Clerk’s notice of first
posting of Voters’ Lists...... 5

Form 4—Voters’ notice of complaint
ground of disqualification ......

Form 5—Notice and application by
voter to whom persons have
transferred property .........

Form 6—Voters’ notice of com-
BIRIEE S 045 v sh vy e s wyes

Form 7—Clerk’s report in case of
appeals and complaint to the
B R R !

Form 9—Notice to be posted by
clerk in his office with list of
complaints ... ......o et

Form 10—Clerk’s advertisement of
in NeWSPAPEr.......sen- Crebsheg

Form 11—Clerk’s notice to parties
complaining .......cevienneees

Form 12—Clerk’s notice to parties
complained against ............

Form 14—Report of clerk when
applying for certificate under
section 16.........0.c00vvvien

FOR USE OF COUNTY JUDGE.

Form 8—Judge’s order for appoint-
ing court of hearing of complaints
and appeals .. iiuias e

Form 13 —Subpena referred to in
O TR N R AR R

Form 15—Certificate of no com-
plaint ..ot esn o

Form 16 —Statement of alterations
by Judge on full sheet .........

Form 17—Certificate of Judge ....

Form 18—Order for payment of
OORIR v v ik s S NI er ™ v o i

Form 19—\WWrit of execution......

Form 20—Order of assessment of
persons omitted from roll ......

Form 21— Application of judge
against delinquent clerk........

Form 22—Summons—*‘The Voters’
A ACE ST S L Rpae i

Poundkeepers’ Forms.

Acts respecting pounds...........

Poundkeepers’ statements ........

Public School Act Forms.

Clerk's' notice to trustees with blank
requisition on council for school
moneys . ,

Notice by township council re al-

teration of boundaries of section.
Section 81,

Assessor’s report of equalized as-

sessment of union school section.
Section 1q.

Agreement for engagement of
PaRohers S R i e

Notice to parent or guardian of
neglect to educate child . .......
Truancy Act, section 14.

Satute Labor Form.

No. 1, pathmasters’ lists (foolscap
gize) for 30 names, with Act to
prevent the Spread of Noxious
Weeds, and duties of pathmas-
ters printed thereon............

No. 2 (half foolscap, very neat) for
18 names, with exiract from
Noxious Weeds Act printed
PRBDEON! o o s S o ted

Pathmasters to council —Certificates
of gravel drawn. .. ... cuco o e

Pathmaster’s notice re noxious
WEBARS toso il U B e e

Miscellaneous Blanks.

Declaration of office....... VET A v
Section 271.

Declaration of office..............
Section 2714,

Declaration of auditor ...........
Section 272.

Declaration of property qualifica-
R L
Section 270.

Notice to attend court of revision.
Seciion 64.

Oath of member of court of revi-
sion

Section 57.
Notice of appointment to office. ...

Collector’s bonds ,.ccvveveennnnn
Treasurer’sbonds................
Orders on treasurer,in books of 100
Orders on treasurer, in books of 200
Notice to contractors, jobs for sale.

Affidavit to be taken by persons
having sheep killed............

Auctioneer’s license .... .........
Pedlar;s Heanse nl S ara iy s
Municipal debentures ............
School debentures ..............

Blank resolutions, pads of 100...,
Public Health Act.

Report of infectious disease ..

Report of death or recovery from
infectious disease.............,

Consolidated Public Health Act. . .

Blank forms not included-in above
list will be supplied to order.

.. SPECIAL NOTICE ...

OCOo

Our customers will please re-
member the following suggestions:
0.9

Use the blank forms supplied
when sending orders.
O -0
Guve full directions as to for-
waraing by mail or express.
o, 0

Parcels may be divided and
sent hy mail when an express
office is not convenient.

Lol o)
1t s cheaper to have small par-
cels forwarded by prepaid express.
O e
Make all payments to THE
MUNICIPAL WORLD by
postal, or express order, or regis-
tered letter. Bank checks should
be “payable at par in St.Thomas”
or collection charges added,

Municipal Officers

T e

SHOULD PROCURE THEIR
Assessment and Collectors’

..« SUPPLIES ...

FROM

< The Municipal World

We keép the most complete
stock of Municipal Blank Forms,
and guarantee them to be correct
and practical. All supplies ordered
may be returned when not satis-

factory.
THE TRADE SUPPLIED _..umuiiilii.

PRICE LIST ON APPLICATION

—
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THE GRAFTON TRUSS BRIDGE

Takes the lead, and is superior to any in use,
considering
COST, STRENGTH and DURABILITY.
Winter contracts at reduced rates, Price for super-
structures, $3 to $ 7 per foot up to 100 feet,
EVERY BRIDGE WARRANTED.
Full mformation on application,
ROYEL GRERTON,
Mount Charles P, O., Ont-

The Klip Binder.

The “Klip will en-
able you to bind all the
papers you take, It can
be put on in ten seconds.
No directions needed.

; Price, per pair, with
opening keys, 25c. Klips per pair, 15c.; 4

sizes. ke ‘ o,

ST. THOMAS.

Calendar for January and February 1897.

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other
Appointments.

JANUARY.

1. New Year’s Day.
By-Laws for establishing and withdrawal of union of municipalities for High School
purposes take effect.—H. 8. Act, Section 7, (1).
Trustees’ Annual Report to Inspectors, due.
By-law establishing Township Boards takes effect.
Separation of Junior Township takes effect.—Mun. Act, Section 28,
High School open, second term.—H. S. Acs, Section 42.
Pu%Iic and Separate Schools open.—P. S. Act, Section 173 (1); 173 (2); S. S. Act,
Section 79 (1).
Trustees’ Report on Truancy to Department, due.
Election day.
5. Make return of deaths by contagious diseases registered during December.—59 Vic.,
chap. 17, section 11.
6. Polling day for Trustees ia Public and Separate Schools.—P. S. Act. Section 102 (3) ;
S. 8. Act, Section 31 (2).
10. Last day for Clerks to make return to Bureau of Industries under Debentures Registra-
tion Act, R. 8. O Chap. 186.
Clerk of Municipality to be notified by Separate School supporters of their withdrawal,
—S. 8. Act, Section 47 (1).
11. Councils of Townships, Villiages, Towns and Cities to hold their first meeting at 11
o’clock a. m.—Mun. Act, Sec. 223, as amended 1896.
Members of Free Library Boards to be appointed by Councils in Cities, Towns and
Villages.—Free Libraries Act, Section 3.
Councils to appoint Members of Local Boards of Health.—Public Health Act, Section 40.
Appointment of High School Trustees by Municipal Councils. - H. 8. Aect, Section 11 (3)
15. Names and addresses of Separate School Trustees and Teachers to be sent to Depart-
ment—S. 8. Act, Section 28. (12).
Annual Report of High School Boards to Department, due—H. S. Act, Section 14, (10).
Names and addresses of Public School Trustees and Teachers to be sent to Township
Clerk and Inspector.—P. S. Act, Section 18 (3).
Annual Reports of Separate Schools to Department, due.—S. 8. Act, Section 28 (18) ;
Section 32 (9). e
Minutes of R. C. S. S. Trustees Annual meeting to Department, due.
Applications for Legislative appointment for Inspection of Public Schools in cities and
towns separated from the county, to Department, due.
Last day for making returns Births, Deaths and Marriages, registered for half-year
ending 31st December.—R. 8. O , Chap. 40, Section 6.
Last day for Treasurers of Municipalities indebted under Municipal Loan Fund Act, to
make return of Taxable Property, Dent and Liabilities to Provincial Treasurer.
18. Trustees of Police Villages to hold their first meeting at noon,
By-law withdrawing from Union Health District takes effect.
20. First meeting of Public Schools Trusteesin Cities, Towns and Incorporated Villages.
—P. S.Act, Section 61 (1).
26. County Councils to hold first meeting at 2 p. m. at County Hall or Court House.
County Treasurer to submit to County Councils Report of the State of Non-Resident
Land Fund.-—Assessment Act 220, :
31. Last day for all Councils to make returns to Bureau of Industries of the debt of their
corporation. —Mun. Act, Section 382.
Cemetery Keepers to make return to Division Registrars.—59 Vic., chap. 17, sec. 24,
FEBRUARY.
[, Last day for Railway Companies to transmit to Clerks of Municipalities statements of
Railway Property.—Assessment Act, Section 26.
Last day for Collectors to return their Roll and pay over Proceeds.—Assessment Act,
Section 132.
Last day for County Treasurer to furnish Clerks of Lecal Municipalities with List of
Lands in Arrears for Taxes for three years.—Assessment Act, Section 140.
3.  First meeting of Board of Education at 7 p- m., or such other hour as may have been
ficed by resolution of former Board at the usual place of meeting of such Board—
High Schools Act, Section 13.

»

NOTICE.—The publisher desires to ensure the regular and prompt delivery of THE Worrp
to every subscriber, and requests that any cause of complaint in this particular be reported at
once to the office of publication. Subscribers who may change their address should also give
prompt notice of same, and in doing so should give both the old and new address.
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The system of local government adopt-
ed in Ontario may be looked upon as
nearly perfect and certainly the best in
the whole world. (Sir Charles Dilke—
Problems of Great Britain.)

*
* *

Municipalities paying for a $ro audit
generally get it. Thorough audits can
only be secured by paying competent
men a fair salary for the honest perform-
ence of the important duties required of

them.

£
* *

The councils of townships divided into
wards will appoint deputy-reeves as form-
erly, although the title conferred is only
honorary, it should regulate precedence
at sessions of council when the reeve is

absent.

*
* *

We have not thought it necessary to
publish the many complimentary letters
received in reference to the MuNiCiPAL
WorLp. We will enclose with each sample
copy sent out during the next few wecks,
a copy of the index of contents for 1896,
so that every one may determine for
himself whether information published in
these columns is sufficiently comprehen-
sive to make it worth the suscription

price. :
*®
* %

In appointing officers the tendency
should be to retain those of experience,
whose services are satisfactory, Collectors
and assessors are frequently changed for
no other reason than that they are requir-
ed to be appointed annually aud personal
friends of the councillors demand recog-
pition. Very many of them do not expect
to receive a second appointment and per-
form their duties in an indifferent manner.
Continuance in office should be a reward
for efficient service. Independent, cap-
able, permanent officials are a necessity in
every municipality.

Except in the election of Warden, the
law relating to the duties and liabilities of
county councillors has not been changed.
The nomination of experienced men in
almost every district ensures the success
of the new councils. The Provincial
Government has already issued a circular
for information relating to the composition
of the councils and will watch their pro-
ceedings closely.  Defects in the County
Councils Act, if any, will no doubt receive
careful consideration.

€ *

The election of Warden will this year
be by ballot and for two years. We are
informed that the Hon., the Attorney
General has expressed a different opinion
but we think the law will not now bear
any other construction. If a county
council elected for two years completes
its organization it is doubtful if they will
have another opportunity of electing a
Warden unless the gentleman first
appointed resigns. It is most desirable
that Wardens should hold office for two
years. Experience is necessary to the
proper performance of their special duties.
See answer to question 14 in this issue for
further information.

B *

We would direct the attention of every
council to the comprehensive paper on
Municipal Accounts and Audits - in this
issue.  The writer, an expert municipal
accountant, draws the attention of coun-
cils to many important details generally
overlooked by the average municipal
auditor. We agree with him that a change
in the present audit system is desirable,
but do not think there is any necessity
for the appointment of provincial auditors.
A system whereby a county auditor ap-
pointed by the county council will be
ex officio one of the auditors of the
accounts of local municipalities in the
county would have the desired result.
The manner of keeping the accounts to
be regulated by statute. The councils of
towns and cities should be required to
appoint a chartered accountant as one of

the auditors.

*
* *

The wholesome spread of sanitary
knowledge through boards of health and
the press, brings to communities the cold
and naked truth that they are as commun-
itics responsible for much of the sickness
and death in and about them. The evils
arising from neglect of proper sanitary
measures are as old as the history of cities.
As the population multiplies, the effect of

such neglect is found in high death rates

or marked by epidemics. Each case of
sickness in a community is a menace to
those in health, That the imperfections
of your neighbor’s premises should remain
a menace to the health of you and your
family is no longer conceded, for legisla-
tors have awakened to the fact that health
means wealth and is as beneficial for the

municipality as for the individual, it being .

important for all that each be made to
live cleanly. o

Treasurers are required to keep cor-
poration funds deposited in a bank, in the
name of the municipality, and wherever
possible, we would recommend treasurers
to avoid cash payments. We recently
received a cheque on the bank from the
treasurer of Walkerville, which consists of
the order on -the treasurer, signed by the
mayor and clerk, endorsed across the face
with the treasurer’s signature, under a
neat rubber stamp, which reads:

TaE CANADIAN BANK oF COMMERCE,
Walkerville, Ont.

Please pay and charge to my account.

C. W. Hoarg, Treasurer.

This simplifies the matter, and is, we
think, an idea worthy of consideration
by every treasurer in the province, whose
bank account should agree with his cash
book.

* % s

Although the Local Government Act
has been in operation in England for only
two years, the typical ratepayers complain
that it is a sort of institution for the
maintenance of a large body of overpaid,
underworked and corrupt officials. 7/e
Councillor referring to a petition presented
to a local council, asking them to call a

.meeting to discuss the question of salaries,

makes the following recommendation
which is worthy of consideration by
Ontario councils :

“The better course would be for the council
to examine into the question of salaries them-
selves, and act on their own responsibility.
This would be a concession to the ratepayers,
and would at the same time preserve the
council’s dignity.”

Good pay to good servants is true
economy. Many councils will be con-
sidering the question during the present
month when appointing officials and
they cannot do better than to read care-
fully the section of the Municipal Act
which makes it illegal to award any office
to the lowest bidder gr by tender.

* %

The separation of municipal from coun-
ty councils does away with the oppor-
tunity for interchanging ideas relative
to local municipal management. This did
much in the past to secure uniformity and
correct interpretation of the municipal
laws. Asa remedy, we would recommend
the formation of municipal clerks associa-
tions in each county and a more general
use of the MunicipAL WORLD as a medium
for the interchange of ideas. Our columns
are at all times open for the discussion of
matters of interest to councils and officials.
We have in the past endeavored to supply
the fullest information, and believe our
efforts and the privileges of the Question
Drawcr are appreciated. We cannot be ex-
pected to know the difficulties that confront
the councils ofevery municipality,and would
suggest that each clerk consider himself the
correspondent of the MuNicipaL WorLD.
to supply such information as he may
consider of interest, and spccial articles
referring to systems of work or experience
in the administration of our municipal
laws.

e
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Every county council should consider
the advisability of passing a by-law regu-
lating the width of wagon tires. The
county council of York, at its last session,
started the ball which we hope will be
kept rolling in a uniform manner until
this much needed reform is in force in
every section of the province.

s

* ES

The Public School Act of 1896 sec. 79
requires county councils to appoint annu-
ally a board of examiners, consisting of the
county school inspectors and not more
than two other persons holding first-class
certificates of qualification, who are en-
g°ged in and have had three years’ experi-
ence in teaching. This is an important
change, which recognizes the necessity for
a progressive and practical board of
examiners.

* *

Vacancies caused by the annual re-
tirement of one member of the local
boards ot health in townships, villages
and towns und:r 4oco population and
two members of boards in larger towns and
cities, should be filled at the first meeting
of the council. Boards of health should
be composed of men of experience and
executive ability, capable of prompt ac-
tion when the public health regulations
are violated, or 2n epidemic of contagious
disease makes its appearance.

The new county*cou:cils have a splen-
did opportunity to reform systems of
county ‘management wherever necessary.
In the past, a great deal of the time at
each session was occupied in discussing
patitions to the Legislature, for amend-
ments to the law, suggested by private
grievances. Oftimes the recommenda-
tions adopted could not be considered
without amending the Magna Charta or
British North America Act. The result
was that but little attention was paid to
them. Petitions containing well consider-
ed, practical recommendations should be
appreciated by the provincial authorities,
and if county councils are careful in this
respect they will no doubt receive every

attention.

*
& #*

_ Many are the complaints of inequality
of -assessed values, especially of income
and personal propeity. This is a matter
that rests entirely with the assessor, who,
under section 42 of the Assessment Act
may demand a statement in wiiting from
any person assessable in respect to per-
sonal property, We know of one munici-
pality in which the assessor requires every
person to fill out a statement of this
description and for the purpose supplies
forms somewhat similar to the assessment
notices. In other places but fewassessments
are made from information obtained in
this way.  Most people will think twice
before furnishing a falsz statement as the
penalty is a heavy one. Assessors should
be supplied with these forms and the
council should insist that they be used for
all assessments of personal property.

Municipal Accounts and Audits.

By A. C. Neff, Chartered Accountant.

The public attention has been so fre-
quently drawn to instances of irregular-
ties on the part of municipal officers,
resulting in serious loss to municipalities,
that steps, must soon be taken by our
local government towards finding a
remedy.

Some of the irregularities on the part of

treasurers, which 1 have myself met with
or which have been reported by others,
are: Neglect to deposit the funds in a
bank, in compliance with the Municipal
Amendment Act of 1893; mixing the
public funds with their own money ; using
public funds in their private affairs, nomi-
nally during such times as they are not
required by the municipality, but actually
when the municipality is borrowing, and
in cases where the funds are thus in use
at the end of the year, concealing the
deficit from the auditors by ent:ring pay-
ments in December which are not actually
paid till the next year, but yet in time to
produce the vouchers at the time of the
audit, or in case of the treasurer having
the custody of a second fund, such as that
of the school board, the surplus of the
one is made to cover the shortage in the
other, and it seems that the local auditors,
if they do test the cash, are not able to
grasp the fact that the two balances
together must be compared with the cash
on hand in the two funds combined.
Then there are misappropriations, not
often through duplicate or pretended pay-
ments, but usually through failure to

- account for all or part of moneys received

from some of the various sources, such as
proceeds of debentures sold, revenue from
waterworks, cemetery lots or interments,
rents, fines, non-resident taxes, dog tax,
poll-tax, interest on deposits or special
funds, sometimes sinking funds become.a
temptation to defalcation, and in cases
where the fund has been invested in the
municipality’s own debentures, such
defalcations are very likely to confuse
local auditors.

A moderate proportion of losses (fre-
quently indirect) arise out of official short-
comings, such as bad book-keeping, errors
and neglect of duty. For instance, re-
fusal to keep a ledger on the plea that the
statutes do not require it, or using a ledger
only for the purpose of accumulating the
receipts -.and disbursements of the year
under the proper- heads, but totally
neglecting such accounts as should be
carried forward from year to year, such
as accounts with schools, local improve-
ments, drains and sewers, special funds,
debentures, special rates, etc., the result
being imperfect statements of the assets
and liabilities, and sometimes loss of
balances due to the municipality. Fre-
quently there is but an imperfect record
of the particulars of debentures issued.

Other weaknesses in - management are :
Unauthorized or illegal payments, pay-
ments made without proper vouchers,
omitting to charge payments made, paying

in cash instead of by cheque (thus
cutting off the means of tracing the cash)
errors in calculation, errors of principle in
book-keeping, that is, improper entries or
entries omitted, sometimes resulting in
serious loss, imperfect settlements with
collectors™ and neglect of the returns of
uncollected taxes.

But the faults are not all those of
treasurers. Municipal clerks and collect-
ors of taxes, etc, use the funds they
collect as long as they dare, or can, before
they hand them over, or they account for
part only of what they collect or they
default entirely.

Councils themselves neglect to levy the
special rates for a sinking fund to meet
maturing debenture debts ; they misappro-
priate the sinking funds, or other special
funds, or they are guilty of reckless ex-
penditure ; they authorize or order illegal
or improper payments, and then cook
the reports to make the best possible
showing. -

\When shortages or dcfalcations are dis-
covered, the sureties are often found to be
dead men, or men of straw, or men of
influence or in case of a Guarantee Com-
pany the requitements of the bond have
been neglected and the municipality at
least shares the loss. It the fricnds of
the defaulter or his surcties do what they
can to make up the loss, little or no
punishment is inflicted.

There is an impression abroad, and I
am convinced it is true, that less than half
our municipalities would bear expert in-
vestigation, and that if properly handled
the average re-ult of such an investigation
of all the municipalities in the Province
would much more than pay the ccst, and
it would give a fair starting point for
beiter management.

Many municipalities have an unsound
feeling on security. For instance, I was
told of one where the same man has been
both clerk and treasurer fir twenty-five
years. He controls the waterworks rev-
enue, cemetery receipts, arreais in taxes,
and practically the collection of taxss. He
keeps a bank account as a matter of con-
venience and signs the cheques himself.
They have lccal auditors, but the reports
are not printed for circulation. The coun-
cil have unbounded confidence that their
affuirs are in excellent condition.

CAUSES.

Some of the causes which contribute to
these conditions are the unbusiness-like
appointment of treasurers who have few
or none of the qualifications which are
necessary to properly assume the duties.
The postion being looked upon as one of
honor, usually given as a reward for ser-
vices rendered, or on account of influence,
the renumeration is put at a much lower
rate than would be paid for a position of
similar responsibility in mercantile life.

Add to this the necessity on the other
Land of maintaining a good social stand-
ing and the treasurer finds he must divide
his time with other business or engage in
speculation and if he is unsuccesful in
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these, the temptation is forced upon him
to make temporary use of the trust funds.

No guide to municipal bockkeeping is
available to treasurers, by which they can
assist themslves over the difficulties which
they lack the training to cope with. There
are no regulations requiring a ledger to
be kept, or establishing a complete sys-
tem of accounts adapted to the needs
of municipalities.

The provisions of the statutes regarding
special rate accounts and sinking funds
are frequently neglected, and the auditor
cannot then report their true condition.
The cash is not all deposited in a bank as
it is now required by statute, and when it
is so deposited, it is not protected by the
countersignature of the head of the
council.

Probably the most important cause lies
in the inefficiency of the audit

The auditors usually do not check the
bank account, nor do they check the cash
down to the date of the audit, and see
that the balance, which ought to be on
hand, is actually available

They lack the experience in auditing,
to properly adjust the bank account as
regards cheques outstanding, or amounts
received not yet deposited, to detect a
shortage in the receipts; to point out
erros in principal, or illegal, or improper
payments; or to check the condition of
the sinking fund.

They lack the experience and know-
ledge of bookkeeping, which would enable
them to instruct or guide the treasurer.

They lack the knowledge of municipal
law and management necessary to enable

them to take a broad view of the situation,

and to suggest reliable improvements.

They are not always independent of the
treasurer, and the council, and a very
important fact in their favor is that they
are not sufficiently paid to enable them to
do the work properly.

The weakness of the audits deprive an
inefficient treasurer of a needed safeguard,
and in some cases become a temptation
to car: lessness, and even wrong-doing.

A contributory cause is the common
neglect of councils to critically examine the
auditor’s reports as they are required by
statute to do, befire passing them, and
their tendency, when any doubt arises, to
shirk the expense and responsibility of an
investigation, leaving the trouble to accu-
mulate and grow until it forces itself into
attention.

REMEDIES,

An enumeration of the causes bas, to
some extent,suggested the needed remedy.

I have but littie hope of impr vement
in the matter of the appointment of
treasurers. So far as I can judge the
operation of the municipil mind, the ap-
pointments will be made upon' the s:me
old lines for many a year to come. Bat
I do think it should be made an absolute
requirement that the treasurer, when ap-
pointed, either understands the principles
of bookkceping to a fair degree, or be
called upon to acquire them without delay.

A most valuable aid in this as well as
an important adjunct to the audit, would
be a bhand-book for treasurers and au-
ditors, covering all their dutics with com-
plete instructions as to methods of carrying
them out, and comprisirg a set of muni-
cipal accounts, introducing and recording
all the transactions which arise in munici-
palities.

Instead of leaving the ledger and the
system of accounts and the form of the
audito’s roport, to the choice of the coun-
cil, which patically means to the treas-
urer, I think that the statutes should pro-
vide not only for a ledger, but also for a
uniform sy-tem of accounts and reports in
urison with the reports required by the
Bureau of Industrics. This system should
mmclude a well digested revenue account,
and also such a torm of debenture regis-
ter as would be sure to preserve a com-
plete and concise record of all debentures
and coupons issued by the municipality.
The ledger balances should be regularly
reported to the council in comparison with
the yearly estimates that they may be
guided in their expenditure.

All moneys received should be deposit-

ed in a bank instead of any part being
used to pay orders upon the treasurer, and
the collector of taxes, instead of handing
the money to the treasurer, should in
variably deposit the amounts collected by
him in the b nk to the credit of the treas-
urer, taking the banks reccipt in a dupli-
cate deposit book. All payments should
then be miade by cheque, and I would add
the further safeguard of having the head
of the council countersign the cheques.
All the money could then be traced with
certainty. The condition of the cash at
any date could be readily ascertained, and
the funds would be under the protection
of double custody. Under such circum-
stancess the amount of surety bonds can
be safely 1 ssened, and it will be found to
reduce the premium rates of the guaran-
tee companies.
. My chif hope for improvement lies in
the audit. In order to improve its effi-
ciency, I believe it to be necessary to
make a radical change on the lines of the
change made in the Education Depart-
ment in 1871, when lccal or township
superintendants of schools gave place to
County Inspectors.

My proposal would be, that a chartered
accountant, or other properly qualified
auditor, should be appointed to audit and
report for all the municipalities in a coun-
ty, or as large a district as he can properly
serve. He might, perhaps, be in charge
of all bodies, bandling public moneys in-
cluding schools.

The mcthod of his appointment is part-
ly a question of patronage, which I am
not competent to deal with, but as he
must audit the operations of the county
council, perhaps he ought to be appointed
by the®rovince and paid by the county.
He should be independent of all those
whose operations he must report upon. He
would inspect and report upon the work

of all officers, and the council according
to a uniform system of audits and reports,
and should have power, when necessary,
to compel compliance with moderate re-
quirements.

I believe that by thes: means a much
more efficient audit would be secured
and it would greatly tend to improve the
safety and management of the public
funds. Taking such efficiency into con-
sideration this proposed system would
eventually be found to be even more eco-
nomical than the present one, for the
total amount of the auditor’s fees now
paid in all the municipalities in a county,
would constitute a very respectable salary
for the county auditor. His appointment
would be permanent, and he would be-
come thoroughly familiar with the affairs
of all the municipalities under his charge,
and should thus be quick to detect any-
thing that required his special attention.

I claim neither entire originality nor
perfection for these proposed remedies,
but I think that I clearly see in them the
possibility of a greatly improved condition
of things, and I believe that we are all
agreed that the best possible conditions in
every respect are none to good for our
already well-governed province.

We will be pleased to receive copies of
all reports, audits, by-laws, proceedings or
special information published by councils.
Commencing with next issue, we will

- notice these in the order received, and

make such reference to them as may be of
general interest.

* #

The consolidation of county by-laws
should be considered at the January ses-
sion, for the purpose of placing the new
councils in possession of compléte infor-
mation as to the local laws passed during
the past half-century and now in force.
Many of these will be found to be illegal,
and not in accordance with the progressive
spirit of the present day.

*

¥k

In England the question of Municipal
Insurance has been suggested by a num-
ber of the Brighton Town Council and
from Z%e Councillor, the leading organ of
local government. We learn that the
suggestion is to obtain the necessary
authority for the formation of a co-opera-
tive municipal fire insurance union, fcr
the purpose of insuring against loss by
fire, municipal property only, in lieu of the
present system of insurance with limited
liability companies. A central bureau
would be necessary, and the principal
objection to the scheme is that this is
opposed to the principle of local self-gov-
ernment ; that each town should control its
own business. This is entirely different
from the scheme of compulsory municipal
mutual fire insurance, which will no doubt
be before the legislature at its next ses-
sion. In theory the plan proposed seems
feasible, but its practicability will depend
entirely on the ability of the officials of
municipalities adopting it.
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Good Roads Literature.

Since the good roads agitation ¢om-
menced, very much of an impracticable
and therefore misleading character, has
been printed in the daily newspapers and
circulated throughout the province,
These are, largely, clippings from Ameri-
can papers, descriptions of Massachusets
roads, New Jersey roads, California roads,
French, English and German roads.
Those articles show, too, the impress of
American inventive genius to a very large
extent, and deal with theories and peculiar
local circumstances in so plausible a
manner as to convince the average
reader that they are quite applicable to
the requirements of every section of the
globe. All this has a value but only so
far as it gives us material from which we
may deduce principles and facts which
we may adopt, modify or embody in the
construction ot roads suited to the climate,
roadmaking materials and requirements
of traffic in the various parts of Ontario.
So misleading has the distribution of
such literature been, that at the mere
mention of the English, French or
German system of roadmaking and main-
tenance, is answered with the criticism
that the leaders of road reform are en-
deavoring to bring to Canada the elobor-
ate systems in use in these countries.
The erronous belief is very common but
is entirely without foundation, save for
the indiscriminate publication of articles
bearing on road improvement, and a
mistaken idea on the part of the readers
as to their value,

-
* £

To understand why the methods used
in one country are quite out of place in
another, one only has to consider a few
of ‘the most prominent climatic geological
and other differances. In England, for
example, the climate is damp, the rainfall
and temperature are fairly constant and
not subject to extremes. In Ontario,
the atmosphere is much dryer, we have at
times almost tropical down-pours of rain,
producing floods, and we are more sub-
ject to excessive cold and heat.  Ontario
is not so thickly populated as England,
travel is of a different class and roadmak-
ing materials are of another order. These
considerations must necessarily, in look-
ing at the question of roads for Ontario,
compel everyone to decide, that in mat-
ters of drainage, road covering, location,
etc; we cannot follow entirely the
English practice, in making highways at
once serviceable and economical. That

* we should, however, refuse to learn any-

thing from English experience is equally
unreasonable. = Roads are among the
most necessary and important institutions
of this or any country and we cannot
know too much about them either of a
theorctical or practical nature.

It is said that one-half the world does
not know how the other half lives. In
writing even on the road construction of

thic province, if we deal with broken .

stone, some sections of the country, more
especially in the south western districts,
perhaps raise the cry of “nonsense,
where are we to get stone for crushing ?
We have nothing but gravel—you are
talking theory.” When gravel is discover-
ed, another section points to the bed
rock cropping out of the surface, all over
the district and asks :  “Why do you talk
of gravel roads in Oatario ?” or, going to
another locality, acres of field boulders
are pointed out and the question is asked,
“Are we to g> without roads ? This is
the only metal with which we can make
them.” All these local conditions and
many more occur in Ontario, a full dis-
cussion of the subject, applicable to every
part of the province must embody all the
written and unwritten experience that has
ever been had in the construction of
roads. On this subject too much cannot
be read and studied by any one who
wishes to know how a road should be
built. But all this reading and studying
should be done intelligently—not with a
view to following dogmatically, any one
method of construction, but with the
intention of applying the lesson in a
practical manner to individual and local
cases,
* T x

The printing, indiscriminately, of all or
any article on road improvement, in the
public press, while useful and necessary
from an educational standpoint has had,
to some extent, the opposite effect from
the desired. The methods indicated
in them have been of such a theoretical
and impractical nature for Ontario that a
feeling adverse to reform of any descrip-
tion has been created in the minds of
some. Within the past year, however, a
better understanding has been produced,
as to the object of the road movement.
Aiming as it does, to encourage a study of
roadmaking and the value of good roads,
to utilize the material and means at pre-
sent employed in such a way as to secure
the best and most economical results,
opposition cannot have reasonable
grounds of support.  That there is
annually a very great waste going on in
the manner in which statute labor is
utilized, and in the way municipal taxes
are spent, is apparent to all who have
given the subject careful consideration.
Road reformers do not pretend to say
that good roads have not been built under
statute labor ; nor that excellent results
are not now being obtained in occasional
instances. .But that this province is
obtaining satisfactory results for $3,500,-
ooo of municipal taxes and 16,000,000
days of statute labor annually placed on
roads, is a matter for an entirely different
interpretation.

*

Those who would helo the cause of

belter roads in this country should ap-

~ road reform must move,

proach the problem in a large way. They
should, in the first place, obtain a general
acquaintance as to the influence which
roads, as a means of intercourse, exert on
the advance of civilization. - Next they
should understand the history of the
development of such roads, a history
which is curiously linked with that of
civilization, and is therefore full of
interest quite apart from its economic
application. It is important also that all
who wish to promote the cause should
gain a clear sense as to the relation of
roads to the topographic, geological
and climatal conditions of the country,
Because of the neglect of these features
there is a great danger that the effort to
import the methods and apply the ex-
perience of foreign countries, or even of
districts in this land, to any particular
field will lead to grave blunders. In a
word, the student, if he would be helpful
to himself and others in this matter, must
be prepared to consider any road as an
extremely local problem, in dealing with
which continual reference must be had to
all the pbysical conditions ot the ground
it traverses, as well as to the probable
future of the population in the area which
it is to serve. :

As Good as They can be Made.

One of the arguments commonly used
in opposition to “Good Roads” movement
is the swatement that “the roads .of
Ontario are as good as they can be made.”
It is used, however, only in summer
where even a blue clayis good, or the
lane across the swamp is in a fair condi-
tion. It is used, too, in winter when the

roads are frozen and covered with a foot

ofsnow. It is not heard in the fall when
they are axle deep with mud, nor in the
spring when the frost is turning the water-
soaked roads upside down.

The roads of Ontario will not be as
good as they can be made until they
afford easy and convenient travel no
matter what the season of the year. The
test of a good road is its condition in fall
and spring.  The difficulty with the pre-
sent methods of construction is, that
roads are not built in a manner to support
the traffic of wet weather, with the result
that the improvements placed on'them
are largely destroyed within the time of
their completion. The gravelling done
by the statute labor of one summer is so
destroyed by the wear of the following
fall and spring, that it requires an entire
overhauling to make a good road.

There are two distinct lines on which
One is by mak-
ing better roads ; the other is by reducing
the wear on them. The latter is to be
attained by the use of wide tires; the
first by making better roads with a busi-
ness like organization of the labor em-
ployed on them, and by a proper ob-
servance of the principles of roadmaking.
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Sidewalks.

One of the first matters which will force
itself upon the new councils of 1897 for
consideration, is the making and repairing
of sidewalks. Wooden walks are a con-
stant scource of care and expenditure to
keep them safe and passable. A loose
plank if neglected for only a day may cost
a municipality enough in legal fees and
damages to put all the walks of the town
in good condition for ten years to come.
Artificial stone is rapidly replacing wood
for this purpose. For example, in the city
of Ottawa there were laid, from the incep-
tion of the system of granolithic side-
walks, in 1889, to 1895, 80,383 feet, or
over fifteen miles, at an actual cost of
$138,359.91. In 1896 the total length
constructed amounted to 53,041 feet, or
ten miles, being two-thirds of what had
been done in the previous seven years.
The cost amounted to $63,514.56, show-
ing considerable reduction in the cost as
compared with previous years.

The use of this cement concrete is not
confined to the cities, by any means, but
is being used in numerous progressive
towns throughout the province—Ingersoll,
Tilsonburg, Woodstock, Aylmer, and many
others. Cement is each year decreasing
in cost, while the price of timber is on the
increase. While the first cost of artificial
stone is much more than of wood, the
greatet durability and fewer repairs needed
make it in the end the more enconomical,
and it is at the same time more service-
able, has a better appearance, and is less
liable to cause accident.

The plan of laying walks outside of the
trees on residential streets is being largely
followed, and is commendable. There
should, however, be a narrow boulevard
between the curb and the sidewalk,
although where there is not sufficient
width of street allowance to permit of this,
an exception can be made. If this boule-
vard does not exist between the walk and
the roadway, the beauty of the improve-
ment is largely lost by giving the street a
dry, dusty and business-like appearance,
and may, if the street is exceptionally
wide, place the sidewalk so far from the
trees as to be away from the shade. No
sidewalk should be laid without a plan of
the whole street being made to show its
location with respect to the roadway and
other walks on the same streets, in order
to secure regular and uniform results.

At a meeting in the Town of Paris, Ont.,
addressed by the Provincial Road Com-
missioner, Mr. A. W. Campbell, a resolu-
tion was placed before the audience, and
was unanimously carried, that candidates
for the council of 1897 be required to
pledge themselves to raise and appropriate
the sum of $5,000, in addition to the
usual amount, for the purchase of road-
making machinery, and the construction

of ‘a sample street under Mr. Campbell’s
direction,

Broad Tires in Chicago.

An ordinance has been presented to the
city council providing for an annual tax
on vehicles, and graduating this tax so
that it grows less with a given amount of
weight carried, as the tires on the wheels
increase in width. The pavements of the
city have suffered for years from the
curse of narrow tires. When a heavy
load is carried they tend to break into
splinters the wooden blocks, wear ruts in
the asphalt, and wrench out of place the
macadam, and even the granite blocks.
These damages give rise to enormous bills
for repairs, or what is even worse, create a
permanent condition of wretched pave-
ments,since the repairs are seldom effected
at anything like the pace at which they
are rendered necessary. Attempts to cor-
rect this abuse have been frequently made
in the past, but they have never pro-
gressed beyond the experimental or ten-
tative stage.  Protests from property
owners, who pay millions into the city
treasury, have been vigorous enough, but
for some extraordinary reason the team-
sters have succeeded in overcoming all
efforts to force them to use wide tires.
They have asserted that wide tires caused
more difficulty in hauling a load, and
have asked that no change in the law be
made, and they have escaped on every
occasion when the proposition has been
brought up.

The subject is one of more importance
than it looks to be on the surface. The
evil effects of the narrow tires on the
pavements are, of course, not immediate,
and may not be appreciated by the casual
observer. The fact is, however, that they
diminish by years the life of the pave-
ment, making it practically unfit for use
long before its time. When this damage
is repaired a heavy burden is imposed on
the community that is felt by every house-
holder. When it is left an eyesore and a
source of annoyance and danger to people
who use. the street, the burden of discom-
fort and disgrace is hardly less endurable,
From any point of view it is a municipal
evil that ought not to be tolerated.—
Chicago Tribune.

The citizen compelled by his local gov-
ernment to bear his share of the burden
of taxation looks to that governing power
for that protection in regard to his health
and property to which he is entitled under
the law. His municipality having as-
sumed the sole right to furnish water,
drainage, paving, police protection, fire
protection, etc., to him in return for taxes,
is morally, and should be legally, bound
to protect him in the enjoyment of the
comforts of life and property, free from
any nuisance created or existing on ad-
joining property injurious to him. Ina
majority of cases disregard of the laws of
health arise from ignorance. The work
of Boards of Health to bg effective, must
be largely educational.
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‘“ On Account of Bad Roads. ”

No expression has been more common-
ly heard and used throughout Ontario
during the past fall than the above,
“ On account of bad roads.” The season
was open and the roads correspondingly
muddy, frequently almost impassable.
Everyone was hoping for snow, that the
holiday season might be a brisk one.
Merchants were anxiously waiting for
sleighing in order that they might dispose
of their stock of Christmas goods. Farm-
ers wanted sleighing so that they might
reach the markets with their produce and
make the purchases, but waited for sleigh-
ing so as to avoid the discomfort of a cold
drive through mud and ruts. And still
people are to be found who will inform us
that it makes very little difference what
the roads are like. It does not matter to
them that commerce throughout the coun-
try is tied up, and that social relations are
stagnant. Next summer these people will
tell us that the roads are as good as they
can be made, and will lean on the fence
and talk politics when they ought to be
doing their statute labor.

Good Word For Wide Tires.

With wide tires in general use on our
county roads, even as they are now, they
will be improved, since they will not be
so easily and so generally cut up in wet
weather, and the improved stone roads
when they come will find vehicles con-
structed for their preservation instead of
for their immediate destruction.— Phila-
delphia Press.

Our public buildings should be models
of sanitary construction and convenience
and object lessons to the community
among which they are placed, thus ex-
erting an influence for good of the great-
est value to every citizen whose business
brings him w'thin these walls. If gov-
ernment is of the people and for the
people, its highest function is the educa-
tion of the masses who, from their earn
ings, make it possible for the government
to raise these edifices for the transaction
of its business.

Trade Influenced by Bad Roads.

Not the least unfavorable influence in
staple lines has been that of bad roads,
the effect of which is plain from Nova
Scotia to Texas.—Bradstreet’s Report.

The Irish mile is 2,240 yards.

Portugal has 2,000 miles ot road.
Sweden has 36,200 miles of highway.
France has 320,000 miles of highway.
The modern Roman mile is 1,628 yds.
Holland has 7,600 miles of public roads.

“What office are you after this time ?”
“None at all,” “Then what are you run-
ning for?” “Because I don’t want to be
conspicuous "—Atlanta Constitution.
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Business Streets in Towns.

Neither gravel nor broken stone make
entirely suitable pavements for the busi-
ness thoroughfare of a progressive town.
The pavement in the business portion
should be surfaced with a much more
durable material than either of these, a
material which will be easily kept clean,
so that it may be crossed at any point,
will be sanitary and will in every way give
good service. A dirty, muddy, rough
street is certainly a poor advertisement
for a town.

The qualities essential to a first-class
pavement are :

1. A secure and pleasant footing for
horses.

2. Smooth, so as to render travelling
and traction agreeable, easy and noiseless.

3. It should be sanitary. The form
and material such that it will be imper-
vious and liquids have no permanent
lodgement, Dust will not easily be
produced.

4. The durability and service rendered
will be commensurate with the cost of
construction and maintenance ; that is, it
must be economical.

5. It must be easy of removal, replace-
ment and repair, at reasonable cost, and
with the appliances and materials within
the control of the corporaation.

In view of the above it will be apparent
that brick and asphalt are the two com-
peting materials for use where a better
pavement than macadam can be afforded.
With regard to the first quality, the foot
hold afforded to horses, brick must have
the preference. It is one of the objection-
able features of asphalt that it is exceed-
ingly slippery when wet, and even when
dry it is not always safe. :

As to the second quality, asphalt must
take first place since it is in a slight degree
smoother and less noiseless than brick.
It is doubtful, however, if traction is any
easier owing to the insecure footing
afforded to horses.

There is little, if any difference between
the sanitary status of the two pavements,
Both are of course impermeable and offer
little resistance to the flow of liquids ;
the joints of the bricks are just sufficient
to retain moisture and subdue dust.
With - the smooth asphalt surface no
amount of sprinkling will keep the surface
moist in hot weather.

As to cost, asphalt is from one-half to
one-third more than brick and experience
has not proven its life to be any greater.
As to durability, there must always be the
proviso, that good material and proper
plans and methods of construction are
used in any case.

The laying or repairing of brick does
not require skilled labor as does asphalt,
and this difficulty in connection with the
latter is felt more particularly in places
where only a short section of asphalt is
used. In large cities the inconvenience
is not so great.

While asphalt is extensively used in the
United States and Canada, and is un-
questionably a good paving material for
certain kinds of traffic in large cities,
brick is more suited to the requirements
of most towns.

The quality of a brick pavement is not
to be gaged by the best brick used in its
construction but by the poorest. For
this reason it is necessary before deciding
on the kind to use, to see that it comes
up to the standard of scientific tests.
More than this, while the building of the
pavement is in progress, there should be
careful inspection to see that no brick of
an inferior quality is used.

There is a tendency also to endeavor
to reduce the cost of pavement by having
a cheap foundation. Foundations of
gravel, sand, and broken stone have
proven successful in a number of cases,
but only where the natural sub-soil is of a
loose and porous nature. In this climate
where we are subjected to alternatives of
frost and slush, the experiment is general-
ly a dangerous one. A foundation of at
least four inches of concrete should be
used. On this place one inch of sand
and fill the joints of the brick with a
matrix of tar, or pitch and sand, The
earth sub-soil should, of course, have
been previously graded, and consolidated
with a heavy roller.

Frontage Tax.

When work is undertaken under ‘the
Frontage Tax System, money is raised by
the issue of debentures, extending over a
term of years. The amount is assessed
against the property abutting on the work,
or benefitted by it, according to the front-
age of the lot, or according to its super-
ficial area, or according to the assessed
value of the property. Whichever one of
these methods is chosen by the council
must be stated in a general by-law sub-
mitted to the people for the adoption ot
the system. By means of the Frontage
Tax System, sufficient money can be rais-
ed to do durable, serviceable and econom-
ical work, and it is the most satisfactory
method of consolidating road expenditure.
Money thus raised is obtained at a very
low rate of interest, and payment being
extended over a term of years the annual
rate of taxation is small. The ultimate
cost is no greater than the old system of
patchwotk, the difference being that less
money is wasted. The durable improve-
ments obtained are at once a benefit to
the individual property owner, the value
of property is increased, and the town, as
a whole, becomes a desirable place of resi-
dence.

Under this system, work may be under-
taken in three ways: (1) On the petition
of at least two-thirds of the property-
owners affected, representing at least one-
half of the value of the real property
benefitted. (2) On the initiation of the
council, unless petitioned against by a
majority of the property owners affected,

representing at least one half of the pro-
perty benefitted. (3) On the recommen-
dation of the Board of Health for sanitary
reasons. In assessing the cost, ratepayers
are notified of the amount, etc, and
courts of revision are held, giving an
opportynity to appeal, and to adjust any
errors in the assessment.

As has been intimated, a general by-law
for the introduction of the system must
be submitted to the citizens, and must be
sanctioned by a majority vote. In framing
this general by-law, very great care must
be taken to adjust it to local circum-
stances as far as possible. When this is
done, and the by-law provides for a just
and equitable assessment, street improve-
ment is invariably stimulated. To 'this
end peculiar cases, such as cormer lots,
triangular or irregularly shaped lots, side-
hills, and similar property should be taken
into consideration; also the matter of
street intersections, which are sometimes
paid for by the property owners on the
street, sometimes by the municipality.
The Frontage Tax system has, in some
cases, unquestionably worked injustice,
but when the by-law is judiciously framed
there is no fairer way of paying for street
Improvement,

Street Improvement in Towns.

It is very popularly supposed that the
need of a “Good Roads” agitation exists
almost entirely in the raral districts, but
one has only to give a little attention to
the town streets throughout the province,
to be convinced that there is equally
great need of reform in the urban com.
munities. The statute labor law as or.
dinarily administered, is bad enough,
but the methods used in the town, are,
if anything, worse. ~ We find some places
spending on the streets an average of
$2,000 per mile in ten years, and still the
majority of the roadways are in a state
of nature—axle deep in mud at this time
of the year. 'These streets could not be
asphalted nor brick paved with this
amount of money, but they could be put
in excellent condition with gravel and
crushed stone.

The difficulty is that money is appro-
priated from general funds of the muni-
cipality and scattered around the town in
petty pieces of patch-work by the council-
lors. It is spent wheréever they are votes,
of course, and becomes a sort of legitimate
campaign fund. The people have learned
to expect it, and the councillors have no
other course to pursue. The result is
that no durable work can be attempted,
and so matters drift on from year to year.
To-day there is not a town in Ontario
that shows the result of judicious manage-
ment in street improvement. Other diffi-
culties arise largely from the fact that
the councils are subject to change annually
there is no permanent head over the street
department to ensure uniformity, and with
a dozen or more councillors with a dozen

or more ideas of how streets should be -
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made, there are some pretty crude results.
The main townships roads leading into
almost any town in the province, form a
contrast of which the statute labor may
be proud. Improved streets are as
necessary a public work as any other that
a town can undertake.

What is needed is a higher standard of
what roads and streets should be, a better
knowledge of how the work should be
done, and a more systematic and business-
like management. Large sums of money
are being spent with absolutely nothing
to show forita year afterwards. The
people do not yet know the economy of
durable and permanent construction, and
consider only the first expenditure, not
the ultimate cost, say ten years distant.
The Romans in the days of the Empire
built roads that still exist in good condi-
tion, but there are scarcely balf a dozen
towns in Ontario with a street paved so as
to give good service for ten years. In
bridge-building there is quite an advance
i the use of steel in place of wood and
one of the handsomest bridges in Ontario
is a stone arch structure over the Muskrat
river at Pembroke. - Stone is, of course,
much more durable than steel, and in the
end, will usually be more economical. As
with the paved ways, the Romans built
stone-arched bridges which have been
standing for two centuries. So perfect
was the cement and workmanship in
these bridges that ~attempts to destroy
them by the use of explosives in time of
war have been ineffectual.  Of course we
do not to-day attempt to follow the
clumsy and costly methods of the Romans
in paving, the introduction of McAdam’s
principles having greatly simplified mat-
ters. -With good gravel and crushed
stone, better methods of laying them, and
the use of wide tires on lumber wagons
and drays, the question of good roads
in Ontario will be solved.

Snow Drifts on the Road.

The season has now come .when the
removal of snow has become a timely
topic, particularly in the northern portions
of Ontario where the almost total obstruc-
tion of the roads by snow is of annual
occurence. Snow drifts are caused by
the obstruction of currents of air which
are carrying the drifting snow ; that is,
those currents close to the ground.

The difficulty may be met, so far as
roads are concerned, when the drifting is
caused by fences, by having them
either entirely open so as to give the
wind full sweep, or by bhaving them so
close that the snow cannot pass through
them. The intermediate stage, as seen
in rail or snake fences, and open board
fences, is the most common cause of
serious snow obstruction, for, after carry-
ing the snow through the fence, the wind
appears to still have sufficient power to
deposit it in the centre of the roadway:

The first remedy suggested, that of

' giving the wind full sweep, is, of course,
- procured by the use of wire tences. This,

£k

however, is open to objection that the
snow is frequently swept almost entirely
from the road, destroying the sleighing,
a difficulty nearly as bad as -the drifts
which we'are seeking to overcome. Not
only is the sleighing destroyed, but the
road is subjected to a great deal of wear
which a covering of snow would prevent.
Some township councils, however, regard
the use of wire fences along the highways
as desirable, and, to induce farmers to
use it, have adopted the plan of furnish-
ing the wire from the general funds of the
municipality.

The best means fo adopt is the second
remedy proposed, that of having fences
or hedges so close that the snow cannot
pass. through them, forming a complete
wind break. Snow will not then drift on
to the centre of the roadway until the
fence is entirely buried, and even then
is not at all so apt to seriously impede
traffic. What obstruction there is, is offset
by the objection  pointed out in dealing
with wire fences, that snow is with the
use of the latter sometimes swept entirely
from the roadway. Railways have adopt-
ed this plan, and their lines may frequent-
ly be seen sheltered by high-board fences:.
The use of these fences, however, is ex-
pensive and will not present itself ina
favorable light, except in localities where
lumber is exceedingly cheap. The better
practice is the use of white cedar or
Norway spruce hedges.

Hedges are by no means common, as
yet, in Ontario, but, fortunately, the value
is becoming a little better known, and
one may occasionally see a roadside
bordered by a handsome row of these
trees. They take up more space than a
fence, and they occasionally shut out the
view to some extent, but as a rule they
are handsome and the best substitute for
fences that could be devised. They
require care in their cultivation, will be a
maiter of some expense, but the life of a
Norway spruce is from one hundred to
two hundred years. When viewed in the
light of their permanency, the shelter afford-
ed, their beauty, the benefit in preventing
snow obstruction, they are most desirable,
and while wire fences are useful, every
reasonable encouragement should be
given to the planting and cultivation of
cedar, spruce or equally serviceable
hedges.

The citizens of Guelph, Ont., are voting
at the municipal elections, on the installa-
tion of an electric light plant, $20,000 to
be raised for this purpose. The council
of Chatham is also submitting a by-law
to raise $15,000 to purchase an electric
plant.

Quebec is rapidly following Ontario in
the matter of *“ Good Roads.” A conven-
tion of municipal officers of Bedford
district was held at Sweetsburg, Que., on
the 22nd December last, which was ad-
dressed by a number of officials of the
Quebec Department of Agricfiiture and
others prominent in road reforn,

council has a standing
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England’s Good Roads.

There are the finest roads in England
to be found anywhere in the world, and
there is nothing to disfigure them. There
are no ditches at the side ; there are no
ruts and pools in the centre ; there is no
wayside litter, and- the fences are either
stone walls, covered with vines, or neatly
trimmed hedgerows. The commonest
English road is evenly bordered with turf,
and is kept in such perfect order that it
might be claimed by the wealthiest land
baron as an ornamental drive on his an-
cestral estate,

I have no hesitation in declaring that
the secret of the perfect condition in
which English roads are found at all
seasons of the year is in unremitting care in
keeping them in order. Some of the
roads leading out of Bath were originally
made by Romans, and all the other high-
ways, whether old or new, are of scientific
construction, with deep foundations and
ample provision for drainage ; but neither
antiquity nor the roadmaker’s art would
protect them if they did not receive con-
stant supervision and daily care,

Oae of the most important functions of
local government in England is systematic
oversight of the roads. Every county
committee on
roads which takes charge of the highways
and keeps them in repair at the expense
of the rates. The committee is a large
one, and is subdivided into a series of
small committees, each with its own dis-
trict. There is an inspector for every
division of the county, and he employs a
force of road-menders and holds them
responsible for the sections of the road
assigned to them.

The road-mender lives in a cottage on
the line of the highway which he is re-
quired to keep in order, and is constantly
at work, He is at once a scavenger and
a road-mender, He goes over the road
every day, and removes, in a barrow,
everything that is unsightly. After a
heavy rain his trained eye detects signs of
wear at points where the water does not
drain off rapidly, and he mends the break
and restores the level by dumping a load
of flint where it is needed. Supplies of
material for road-mending are in reserve
every half mile, where flint has been
carted, broken up and left for his use. He
watches his section of the road all the
year round, and keeps it neat, tidy, free
from litter and in perfect repair, and he
receives a sharp warning from the inspec-
tor if he neglects his work. This is the
English system, and it may be recom-
mended to American reformers for effi-
ciency and economy.

The English people have them because

_they pay for them in local taxation, and

insist upon having them kept in order.
The poorest rustic loves the country road

_which leads to his humble cottage. Tt is

his pleasure ground—his rightful share in
the goodly heritage of a well-governed

country.—New York Tribune,
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LEGAL DEPARTMENT.

JAMES MORRIS\N GLENN, LL B,,
Of Osgoo: e Hall, Barri ter-at-1 aw,

Disqualification as Members of Councils.

Section 77, Consolidated Municipal
Act, 1892, enacts :

1. No jus ge of any court of civil juri-dic-
tion, no gaoler or keeper of a house o* cor-
rection, no sheriff, dejuty sher ff, sheriff’s
bailiff, high bail ff, ¢r chef corstable of
any city or town, assessor, collector, tre:s-
urer, or cle k of any mu-ic p:lty, (a) no
baibff of any Division Court, ro county
crown att rney, no regis'rar, no deputy
clerk of the crown, no clerk of the county
court, no clak of the piare, no high
school trustee, no innkeejer, (b) orta'o n
keeper, or shopkeeper licenscd to sell
spirituous liqums by retail, no  hic nse
commissioner or inspector of licenscs, ro
police m gistrate, and no peson having
by himself or his partn:r an terest in
any contract with or on behalf of the cor-
poration, (c) and no pcrson who is ccun-
sel or solicitor, elther by him-ell or with
or through another, in the prosecution of
any claim, action or proceeding agairst
the municipality shall be qualified 10 be
a member of the council ot any murnicip:1
corporation. R.S.O.c. 184, 5. 77 (1):
52 V. c. 36, s. 4.

2. But no perscn shall be held to be
disqualified from being e'ected a member
of the council of any muniipal corpora-
tion by reason «f his being a shareholder
in any incorporated comnpiny having deal-
ings or contracts with the council of such
municipal corporation, or by havirg a
lease of twenty-one years or upw rds, of
any property from the corpor.tion, (d)
but no such leaseholder shall vote in the
council on any quesion affecting any
lease from the corporation, ard nou such
shareholder on any question aff cting the
company. R S. O.c. 184, s. 77 (2).

3. Provided that no pcrson shall be
disqualified from being elected a member
of any municipal council by reason only
that a part of the property is exempt from
taxation if such person is assessed for
sufficient other property in the muricipal-
ity, liable to taxation to qualfy him for
such office, but no such peson shall vcte
on any question sffecting such propeity
exempt from taxation. Nothing lercin
shall relieve a person having a contract
with the municipality from the disqualifi
cation which row exists toa be elccted a
member of the council thereof. (¢) V. 56,
C. 35, 5 4.

By G, S- U6, ¢ 54, 5: 13- N6 offi-
cer of any municipality” was qualified to
be a member of the counail but by the
present act, the particular « fficers disqgali—
fied are specificd, and under it an cofficer
is not disqua ified as such unless be holds
one of the offices named, but he may
nevertheless be disqualified under the
latter part of sub-sec. (1) by reason of his
having an interest in a contract with or on
behalf of the corporation.

It was held in Reg. ex. rel. Clancy v.

McIntosh, that the election commences
on nominztion day, so that where a person
desires to remove a disqualification, it is
necessary that he should have such dis-
qualification removed before he is nomin-
ated. Many persons are under the im-
pression that a removal of the disqualifi

cations before poiling day will enable him
to qualify, but that is not so. It was held
in Reg. ¢x. rel. Boyes v. Detlor, that a
courty clark was disqualified under section
73. of 29 and 30 V. c. 51, from sitting as
mayor of the same or any other munici-
pality. This decision is still applicable,
the language of section 77 being “No
ascesscr, etc, of any municipality, etc.,
shail be qualified to be a member cf the
counci! of azy municipal corporaticn.”

(b) R g. ex rel. Flannagan v. Mc-
Mahcn, it was held in this case that it
wis not necessary to constitute a person
an irnkeef er under the law then in force
that he should be licensed, and that he
was an innkeeper disqualified, but this
case would not now apply because the
word “license d” has been introduced and
appears in the present Act. The word
“licensed” was not in the Act in force at
the present time of this decision, and the
q¢ esticn was simply whether the defend-
ant was 2n “innkceper,” not whether he
was “‘an innkeeper licensed to sell spirit-
uous liquors by retail,” which would be
the enquiry in the like case under the
present Act.

In McKay v. Brown, McKenzig, county
judge, held that a man may be an inn-
keeper though he take out a license in
the name of another, and if he does so
fraudulently is disqualified to be a muni-
cipal councillor. This case wzs, however,
decided under 22 V., ¢. 39, and would
not apply under the present Act. If such
person sold liquor contrary to law, he
would be punishable under the Liquor
License Act,but would not be disqualified
as a municipal councillor.

(c) Reg. ex rel. Rollo v. Besrd, the de-
fendant was a member of a firm which
dealt in coal and wood, and supplied
large quantities to the corporation of Tor-
onto without any arrangement as to price
or terms of payment, the price of which
was unpaid at the time of the election of
defendant.  Held that the defendant was
disqualified as being a person having an
interest in a contract of the corporation.
So, whete it 1s shown that for a small por-
tion, viz., ten tons of coal, there was a
tender made by the firm which had been
accepted by the ccrporation and the coal
furnished, but the price remained unpaid
at the time of the election. Where it is
shown that the price bad been paid before
defendant took his seat, he was still held
to be disqualified, the disqualification
having relation to the time of the election,
and not merely to the time of the ac-
ceptance of office.

Reg. ex rel. Bland v. Figg, it was held
in this case that the township treasurer
was disqualified, though he did not at the
time of the election hold the office of
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treasurer, because it appeared that there
cxisted a dispute in good faith between
him and the council of the township aris-
ing out of matters connected with his ad-
ministration of the duties of that office.

Reg. ex rel. Coleman v. O’Hare, a
surety by bond to a corporation for their
treasurer, and to the treasurer for the col-
lector of taxes is disqualified.

Reg. ex rel. McMullen v. Delisle.
Defendant had been appointed rcad com-
missioner and was to receive three per
cent. upon moneys expended, and it being
shown that part of his commission re-
mained unpaid at the time of his election,
he was held disqualified as being a person
having an interest in a contract with a
corporation.

Reg. ex rel. McLean v. Watson. De- _
fendant, at the time of his election as
mayor, was shown to be a party as surety
to a bond given to the corporation by one
of its officers for the faithful discharge of
his duties. Held disqualified.

Reg. ex rel. Davis v. Carruthers. De-
fendant, at the time of his election as
councillor, had a claim upon a corporation
for the price of certain work done by him
under a centract with the corporation, the
work having been completed, and nothing
remaining but payment over. Held, an
interest in a contract with a corporation,
and that he was disqualified.

Reg. ex rel. Hanner and Roberts. De-
fendants were, at the time of their elec-
tion as reeves, sureties on a bond given
by their respective townships for the

security of the costs of an appeal. Held
disqualified.
Reg. ex rel. Ferris v. Iler. A road

commissioner entitled to a balance for
commission on the moneys spent by the
township on a certain ditch. Held dis-
qualified.

Reg ex rel. Moore v. Miller. Held,
that it was immaterial whether the cor-
tract would be binding upon a corpora-
tion or not. The contract was binding upon
the defendant, and might have been en-
forced by the corporation. C. J. Robin-
son in this case says: ‘“The contract, to
be sure, was not a very considerable one
in point of amount, but the statute is
very peremptory where the provision does
apply and does not allow any discretion
to be exercised on account of the insigni-
ficant amount of interest.

(@) Reg. ex rel. Ross vs. Rastal. De-
fendant granted a lease to the corporation
for five years, which lease together with
the premises therein mentioned, and the
benefit therefrom he conveyed to R. S.
Rastal, a few days before the election.
The assignment was, however, encumber-
ed with the condition to refurd the con-
sideration money on certain contingencies,
and no reversion was conveyed by the
assignment., Held, that he was a person
having an interest in a contract with a
corporation and disqualified.

Reg. ex. rel. Patterson vs. Clarke. A
municipal corporation by by-law, granted
to defendant upon certain conditions a.
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right to build a dam and bridge across
a river, in consideration of which he
agreed to keep it in repair for forty years,
at his own expense, but if he should make
default, the privilege was to cease. The
dam and bridge were built, and duly kept
in repair by defendant. Held, (1) that
the defendant was interested in a contract
with the cofporation, (2) but that he was
not disqualified, the contract amounting
to a lease from the corporation of upwards
of twenty-one years. It will be observed
that the exemption applies to leases of
twenty one years or upwards and to leases
from the corporation . It does not apply
to leases for less than twenty-one years,
or to leases to the corporation.

(¢) Reg. ex rel. Lee vs. Gilmore. A
municipality passed a by-law to exempt
from taxation for a term of years, a mill
to be built within its limits, by a firm of
which defendant was a member: Held,
that there was a contract subsisting be-
tween defendant and the municipaiity, and
that he was therefore disqualified from
bolding the office of reeve. This case
was referred to in Reg ex rel. Harding vs.
Bennett, and distinguished from the latter
in that a contract was actually recited in
the by-law, the provisions of which were
founded upon the contract, while in the
latter case there was no evidence either in
the by-law or external to it to show that
any contract existed. The by-law in the
latter case simply granted the exemption
so long as the company should employ a
certain number of hands, and the court
says: “The distinction between an ex-
emption founded upon a contract and an
exemption without a contract, seems to
be provided for in the amendment to
section 77 of the Municipal Act, 1892,
enacted by section 4, 56 Vic, c. 35. In
my opinion, there was an exemption here,
but no contract, and so there is no dis-
qualification.”

An application to set aside an election
must be made under section 188, of the
Municipal Act, within six weeks after the
election, or within in one month after
acceptance of office by the person elected.
In computing the time, the day of the elec-
tion or acceptance of office is excluded.

Noverre vs, City of Toronto.

Where the plaintiff, instead of taking
the way provided for access to and from
his premises, left it and proceeded to his
destination upon a track belonging to the
defendants, which, to his knowledge, was
not a street or way completed for use or
opened for public travel, no invitation or
inducement being held out by the defend-
ants to the public to travel upon it, and
on which he; owing to irregularities on its
surface, fell and was injured, Held, that
he could not recover damages for his
injury ; held, also, that he could not
recover upon the alternative allegation
that he was obliged to leave the highway,
because it was in a dangerous state from
snow and ice, and sustained the injury
upon the adjoining land.

QUESTION DRAWER.

Subscribers are entitled to answers to all ques-
tions submitted, if they pertain to Municipal
matters. It is particularly requested that all
facts and circumstances of each case submitted JSor
an opinion shouwld be stated as clearly and ex-
plicitly as possible.  Unless this request is com-
plied with it is impossible to give adequate advice.

Questions Lo insure insertion in the following
issue of paper should be received at office of publi-
cation on or before the 20th of the month,

Communications requiringimmediate
attention will be answered free by
post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope. All questions answered
will be published.

Nomination Meetings.

1.—SuBscriBer.—1. At a nomination meet-
ing is a clerk or nominating officer, as the case
may be, chairman of the meeting aiter the bour
for receiving nominations expires, or should the
electors appoint another as chairman ? :

2. Can the clerk or nominating officer go on
and introduce the several candidates on the
platform, without asking the electors present
to appoint a chairman? What is the usual
way ?

The duties of the nominating or return-
ing officer are completed at the expiration
of the hour during which nominations are
received. It is optional with the rate-
payers, whether they hold a meeting after
that or not. It is customary in most
municipalities for the electors to appoint
the nominating officer as chairman; custom
in the municipality regulates all matters of
this kind. If in the past the clerk or
nominating or other officer has introduc-
ed the several candidates on the platform
without asking the electors, it is generally
expected that will continue to do so.
Our own plan is to request them to ap-
point a chairman if they show a disposition
to hold a meeting.

Payment of Local Boards of Health.

2.—.R. J. G.—Will you kindly advise me if
there is any fixed rate for payment of members
of Local Board of Health? 1f not, presume

usual pay of Municipal Councillors, $2 per day
and mileage, would be about right ?

The rate of pay should be determined
by the council by by-law appoiniing the
board.

Absent2es May be Nominated

3 —C. H. R.—Can a person absent from town
be nominated for one or more offices? Should
not his nominee have his written consent for
the offices if nominated ? The Act gives power
for a person to elect which office he shall run
for, when he is nominated for one or more, but
how can a person do so when he is absent at
time of nomination until after election? An-
other thing,—“ In default he shall be taken as
nominated for the office in respect of which he
was first nominated.” Now, were he in town,
doubtless he would have resigned, being absent
he cannot do so. Must I have ballot papers

printed for him?

Whether a person is nominated with his
consent is not a matter with which you
need concegn yourself. It is your duty to
receive nominations made, as required by
section 116, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892, and to have the necessary ballots
printed.
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Spreading Dirt on' Roads in Winter Under the Drainage
Act.

4.—J. A. T.—Sec. 523, Con. Mun. Act, 1892,
reads that “No stone, gravel or other material
shall be put upon the road for repairs during
the winter months, etc.” Now we have some
drains made under the Ditches and Water-
courses Act, running part along roads, and the
interested parties were duly mnotified to clean
out said drains; the pathmasters have interter-
ed and have forbidden to put any dirt on the
roads during that season of the year. (I think
that is right). But has this sec. 523 (or any
other section referring to the same subject)
enough strength to interfere with drainage
matters and delay them in all cases where the
earth excavated must be spread over the roads?

Section 538 does not apply to interfere
with drainage matters, such as the throwing
out of earth incident to the cleaning out of
drains,

Acospt All Nominations by Electors.

5. -R. R.—What is the proper course to
pursue in the event of persons being nominated
for the offices of reeve or councillor who are
not assessed at the amount required by sec. 73,
Con. Mun. Act, 18927 Shou d the returning
officer decline to accept the nomination, or ac-
cept it and have the names printed on the
ballots, and in the event of their being elected,
let interested persons contest the elections if
they feel inclined ?

It is not the business of the returning
officer to determine the question of the
qualification of a person nominated for
reeve or councillor.” He should leave
that for those who may see fit to contest

the right of the person nominated to the
office.

Last Mesting of Council and Amendment of 1896.

6.—W. F. 0. —I see nothing in the Manici-
pal Act, or its amendments, abous municipal
counclls having power or not having power, to
meet and transact business any time in Decem-
ber after the 15th, the date on which the
treasurer’s annual report is submitted, or in
fact, any time in January following, prior to
the first meeting of the new council. Our old
council have been in the habit of having a
wind ng up meeting early in January, to receive
the collector’s roll and settle up other matters
of the preceding year. Of course about 957,
of the taxes are in on December 14th, and the
council usnally extended the time, as the Act
says they may, a week or two, so as to have
little or none of the resident tax to return
to the county treasurer for collection.
Our councillors are desirons of meeting this
year between December 15th and the new year,
but some think they cannot legally do so.
Please let me know the particulars, and if such
clause be in the Act, name the section,

It appears to me that a municipal council is
an always existing corporation, the retiring
should have the right to act till the council
elect is initiated.

Section 88, Consolidated Municipal
Act provides, “and the persons so elected
shall hold office until their successors are
elected or appointed and sworn into
office and the new council is organized.”
Section 284 provides that a municipal
council shall be deemed as always con-
tinuing and existing, etc., and that the
new council may take up and complete
all by-laws, etc., which had been begun,
etc. Except in so far as the council for

- the present year is restricted by section

77 of the Municipal Amendment Act,
1896, it has authority to transact the

_business of the municipality until the new
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council is organized. The amendment
of 1896 has cut down its powers in regard
to what may be done between the 3ist
December and the organization of the
new council.

Appeals to Court of Revision of Assessment Roll.

- %.—Crerk.—1. When one ratepayer appeals
to the Court of Revision against the assessment
of the whole township on the grounds that the
bush land is assessed too high, and that cleared
land is assessed too low, is it necessary for the
clerk to notify the whole of the ratepayers of
the municipality to that effect ?

2. If the court reduced all the bush land in
the township from §2 per acre to $1 per acre,
would it be necessary for the clerk to send new
assessment notices to all the ratepayers of the
Municipa'ity to that effec’, and the eourt to
hold another Court of Revision, there being no
other business to come before the court ?

Without having the notice of appeal
Wwhich was given in this case, we cannot
say whether it is sufficient, but assuming
that it is sufficient, notice must be given
to every person affected, pursuant to

Sesction 64, Consolidated Assessment Act,
1892,

Voting on By-Law in Union Schoo! Seotion—Qualification
of Go_nncillor and Exemptions.

8—J MoN.—This school section includes
the village and part of the adjoining town:hip.
January 4th, 1897, we expect to vote on a by-

W to raise money to purchase a school site in
the village,

1. Will the ratepayers (freeholders) resident

in the section outside of the village, or all

E“’Perty owners, be entitled to a vote on the
law ?

2. If so, should their names be inserted on the
Voter’s list to be used at that election, and by
What authority ?

3. Ave the ratepayers in the section outside
of the village entitled to vote for school trus-

, e'ection being by ballot, and how is the

R. 0. to determine their right to vote ?

4. Is a ratepayer whose property is in whole
OF in part exempted from taxation by by-law
eligible to membership in the council of the
Municipality in which the exempted property

S*tuate ? -

5. Can a council legally grant exemption to
one of its own members ?

In answering the above question, we
assume that the board of trustees has
applied to the municipal council of the
;‘“ag_c as provided by section 72 of the

Ubllq Schools Act, 1896, and that the
Council has refused to raise the amount
Tequired.

I. All persons in the section who are
electors within the meaning of sections
308 and 309, Consolidated Municipal Act,
1892, are entitled to vote. )

2. The Public Schools Act does not
appear to make it the duty of the clerk to
Procure a list from the other municipali-
ties in the section, but we believe the
Practice is that the clerks, in cases of this
f"’d» do procure them and furnish them

or the purpose of the vote.

3. This is answered by 1 and 2.

4. See section 4, chapter 35 of 56
Victoria,

5. The mere exemption from taxation
'f’“l.l not disqualify him, and therefore it
oliows that the council may exempt him

Ut he must not vote upon the question

.town not separal:

Property Liable for School Rates.

9.—J. W.—A part of the township of Chap-
man, in Parcy Sound Disurict, is divided into
school gections ; the remainder of the township
is not so divided. In August last the township
council levied a rate upon the taxable property
of the whole township, said rate to be used for
paying $150 to'each school section. (See sec.
66, chap. 70, O. S. 1396.) Was the action of
the council legal ?

9. Tu March last the township council bought
several lots at the sherif’s sale for taxes. Will
the township have to pay school taxes upon the
said lots ?

3 How high must a person be assessed to
qualify as reeve in aracal municipality in Parry
Sound District ? ;

1. No. It must be limited to the tax-
able property of the public school
supporters of the township.

2. No.

3. He must be assessed in the assess-
ment roll for at least $z200 freehold or
$400 leasehold and be a voter entitled to
vote under section 4o, chapter 185, R. S.
0., 1887.

Opening Town Line Road.

10.—Z R.—A owns “lot 11, along the boun-
daries between two townships, and has cleared
land along said line. The council has opened a
road on said boundary line, and took 33 feet
wide off A’s clearance. Has A a right to be
paid by the council for his cleared inad ?

If A has cleared part of the road allow-
ance he is not entitled to any compensa-
tion for that part, butif any part of his
land is expropriated for the purpose of
making a road he is entitled to compensa-
tion for it.

Reeves to be Elected.

11.—M. J. C.—I am in doubt as to whether

a reeve is any lo:ger to be elected with us (a
from the counties) ?

Yes. A reeve must be elected. See

section 40, County Councils Act.

Bonus By-Law—Error in Sinking Fund.
12 —W. W.—Oar village passed a_ by-law
ranting & bonus of $3,000 to the T. L. E. &
. R’y Co., to be paid in 20 years. It provides
for an annual payment of $150, interest ab 5%,
and 891 for a sinking fund, which is supposed
to pay off, with the interest thereon compound-
ed%alf—yearly. the said $3,000 at the end of the
20 years. We find that on computation that
it will not at the rate of interest the banks
will allow.

1. Have the council by resolution or by-law
to add to the sinking fund a sufficient amount
annually to make up the deficiency ;

9. Itis also stipulated in said by-law that the
station shall be located within three quarters of
a mile from a certain given point. Have the
council power by resolution to incresse the dis-
tance to a certain location indicated by the
Company, or must it be done by a by-law?
See Stat. Ont , 1895, chap. 113, page 629.

1. We would advise that no action be
taken at present. Under section 375,
the council are authorized to invest sink-
ing fund moneys upon the secureties
therein mentioned, and if it can at any
time invest such moneys 30 as to realize
more than 4 per cent. they ought to in-
vest them, and if at the end of the time
when the principal is due there is not
enough to pay it, the council may appro-
priate other moneys to make up the
deficiency, under section 377.

2. The distance which may be agreed

upon between the company and the cor-
poration should be determined by by-law.
See section 282.

Qualification of Councillore.

18.—J. MacK.—Qualification of Counciller,
Ontario, by section 73, subgection 4, in vown-
ships freehold to $400, or leasehold to $800.
In our township our lands are not assessed for
half their cash value. If a councillor or reeve
solemnly declares that his property is worth
8400, freehold, over and above any liens ; see
Declaration, section 270, R. S. O., 1892 (no
assessment mentioned) if assessment is under
$400 over any mortgages on property, is he
safe?

He must be rated on the assessment
roll for $400 freehold, or $8oo leasehold,
or in the same proportions over and above
all encumbrances to qualify. It is the

value in the assessment roll which governs.

Warden for Two Years—Opening Road—Treasurer's
Security.

14.—T. C. McC.—In 316 of December
WORLD you say the warden is elected for two
years.

1. Will you kindly show from what part of
the act you draw your couclusions.

9. Has the municipal council the right to
bold open a part of an original allowance for
road that has never been opened by by-law, but
was opened originally for the accommodation
of one farm, the property now having passed
into another persons hands, who claims he has
no further use for the road, and wants it
closed. Council refuses to allow it to be
closed. Will the law bear them out in their
decision ?

3. A township treasurer is appointed by by-
law, and holds the office for, say fifteen years.
Is it necessary for his bondsmen to sign new
bonds every genr, or are they held until other-
wise relieved ?

1. Section § provides that members
shall hold office for two years, and section
6, that elections shall be held in alternate
years. Section 18 makes the Municipal
Act applicable to County Councils so far
as the same is not repugnant to the County
Council’s Act. Section 225 of the Con-
solidated Municipal Act, 1892,requires the
members of the County Councils, at their
first meeting after the yearly elections,
to organize themselves into a council by
electing one of themselves to be warden.
So soon as the council is organized after
the election of a warden, that organization
continues for the term for which the
members of the council are elected. We
cannot, anywhere, find anything from
which to draw other conclusions.

2. Yes.

3. If the bond is to secure the faithful
discharge of the treasurer’s duties while he
fills the office, the sureties continue liable.
Increase Estimates to Cover Loss Throngh Discount for

Prompt Payment of Taxes.

15.—Towx CouxciLLok.—Your answer to
question 307, in November issue, as follows:
“Section 53, Cousolidated Municipal Act, 1892,
sub-gections 1 to 4,” cannot be correct. Kindly
correct or explain matter, and oblige in next
jssne, All about yearly ratex seem to be
included in sections 357 to 368, Is 1t 359 °?

Section 359 would require the council
to put in estimates, cost of collection of
taxes, and discount allowed under provi-
sions of section 53, Assessment Act; may
be considered as costs of collection.
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Deputy-Returning Officers and Non-Resident County
Council Voters.

16.—J. H. O.—There seems to be various
opinions re the latter part of section 13, County
Councils Act, commencing at ‘“ but where any

rson.” There are about fifty names on our
vobora’ List who live here and are on other
Voters Lists’ in othsr municipalities, or that live

in other municipalities, and are on our list of
voters,

1. Am I(as D. R. 0.) to refuse to give a
ballot for C. C. to a voter who resi es in
another polling subdivision of the C C. divis-

ion that is the same division or District No. 3
as weare ?

2. Can & voter, who has voted in District No.
3, go mto District No. 2 and vote if on the
Voters’ List of any part of distriet No. 22

I. If the name of a person who comes
forward to vote is on the list as a person
entitled to vote, that seems to be sufficient
for the Deputy-Returning Officer. He is
not supposed to know where a voter’s
place of residence is, or to determine the
question of a voter’s place of residence.

2. Yes. A person is entitled to vota in
every district in which he has the neces-
sary qualification. The question of resi-
dence arises onlyin the district where he
resides, when such district is composed of
more than one municipality,

Clerk and Oonnty Treasurer —Statement of Taxes Due on
Lands Returned as Qccupied—Errors in.

17.—A. R.—The township treasurer sends
the township clerk each year a list of lands
liable to be sold for taxes. The clerk gives a
copy of said list to the assessor; the assessor
returns the said list to the clerk, with roll,
Some lots on said list are marked as incorrectly
described, and they are absentee lots. The
county treasurer returns to the clerk of the
township a list of the lands that have become
occnpiecr, with taxes thereon, He also sends
the ones that are incorrectly described, with
amount of taxes thereon, the same as those
that are occupied. What will the clerk do
with said lots and taxes, or what would the
county treasurer do with them if I returned the
list back to county treasurer for correction ?

By sub. sec. 2, of section 143, the
county treasurer is required to return to
the clerk of eich local municipality an
account of all arrears of taxes due in re-
spect of lands which have been entered
on the list as having become occupied
including the peicentage chargeable under
section 157, of the Assessment Act. The
list in the case mentioned contains more
than is necessary to enable the clerk to
do his duty, as provided by sub. sec. 3, of
section 143. That sub, section makes it
the duty of the clerk to add such arrears
of taxes assessed against such occupied
lands for the current year, That is all he
is required to do. He is not authorized
or directed to retarn the list back to the
treasurer for corrections. We would
suggest that he notify the treasurer that
the list contains more than was required,
so that the latter may deal with the re.
maining lands (that is the lands other than
those which have become occupied) in
the same manner as he would have done
if they had not been entered on the list
returned to the clerk.

Oollector's Distress—Honse Locked.

18.—A. E. R.—1. In case the tax collector
issues & distress warrant for taxes, can the

bailiff, if necessary, break into the house, or
other enclosed building, to execute same ?

In the case in band the party assessed as
owner, and who was also the occupant of the
property, has been arrested on a criminal
charge. His house and workshops are locked
up. There is no one occupying it, but an
agent in town has the key.

2. Under Consolidated Assessment Act, sec-
tion 53, we have a hy-law making the taxes
payable in two installments, the last of which
18 payable December 15th, Can a distress
warrant be lawfully issued at any time after
the 15th, or must the collector wait until after
fourteen days, the 29th inst?

1. Unless the collector can enter the
house in the usual way, as by turning the
key, hifting the latch, or drawing the bolt,
he cannot legally distrain the goods. Ifhe
he can gain a lawful entrance in this way,
may break open an inside door, or if he
can, through any opening, scize any article
liable to distress, he may then break open
any door to complete the distress.

2. Distress may be made at any time
after the 15th of December, providing

fourteen days notice or demand for pay-
ment of taxes has been_given.

No Nomination.

-—1I. Would a nowination

for
or handed in in writing be legal,
lhg person, whose name was the same as proposer,
being absent from meeting ?

2. If s0, would it be legal if it was handed to
nominating officer on the street before the hour of
numiration ?

1. No.

2. No. The nominations are to be
made between the hours of 1 and 2 o’clock
by electors present.

—ii:

Nominating Officers Vote.
20.-]. H. M.

county, and I again come to you for information
not being able to satisfy myself, | being the
nominating officer for district No. 1, this county
and also am clerk of this village, where I appea;
on the voters’ list and also OWD - property in
district No. 3, of this county, entitling me to vote
there. What I would like (o know is :

1. Can Ivote for candidates, or candidate in
No 1? On account of having a casting vole in
case of tie as nominating officer,

2. Can an elector, having a vote in division No.
1, where he resides, also vote for the candidates

in division No 3 where he owns pro rty as -
resident ? e

My own opision is that he can vote in twe
divisions a_ll right, but I have heard so much
argument in this matter, 1 would like you to
settle this point for me,

1. No.
2. Yes.

Tags on Cattle Running a Large.

5 S R TS have been trying to enforce a
tag law this summer of 1896, in our municipality
u_f the township of East Zorra. We have had no
litigation as a result, but our councii board has not

€N unanimousin trying to enforce it, giving as a
reason, they did not think the act was legal. In
other words, the council had no legal right to rent
as they called it, the public high .

y : way. If I am
not mistaken, one of your issues of last spring or
Winter reported that two test cases of the validity

of the tag law had been decided by the court in
its favor, based as I understood, upon that part of
the act which authorizes the council to pass by-
laws regulating the running at large of stock on
the highways,  1f you would enclose to me that

number and any others bearing upon 1his question,
I shall be much obliged,
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Sub-section 2, of section 490, Consoli-
dated Municipal Act, 1892, empowers the
council to pass bylaws for rest-aining
and regulating the running at large of
animals, but it does not authorize the'
imposition of a tax. In the case of dogs,
there is power to impose a tax under
section 489, sub-section 16. We have
never stated in any issue that there had
been two test cases, in which it was held
that there was authority in the cou cil

to raise money by a tax on any animal
other than dogs.

Conference of Charities and Correction.

There is an organization in the United
States, called the National Conference of
Charities and Correction. Tt has been in
operation twenty-three years. Last year
the annual meeting was held at Grand
Rapids, Michigan. We have no similar
society in Canada. At the instigation of
the Prisoners’ Aid Society of Canada, both
the Ontario Government and the Toronto
City Council sent delegates with the repre-
sentative from the Prison Society, to invite
the conference to meet in Toronto next
July. In this they were successful, al-
though a number of American cities con-
tended for the honor. So impressed was
the Ontario Government with the Impetus
that this conference would give to our
charitable and philanthropic enterprises,
that the sum of $1,000 was promised in
order to meet the necessary expenses of
printing, etc,, of the conference. The
government is specially anxious that the
meeting in Toronto should result in the
formation of a similiar society in Ontario.

To give anidea of the wide scope of this
society, it is only necessary to enumerate
the subjects that were discussed at the last
meeting.  These were as follows —(a)
Charity Organization; (b) Child Saving;
(¢) Juvenile Reformatories ; (d) Scientific
Study of Social Problems ; (¢) Municipal
and Public County Charities ; (f) The care
of the Feeble-minded 5 (g) The care of the
Insane Poor ; (h) Merit Systems in Public
Institutions ; (i) Social Settlements  in
Cities. -

In the United States, delegates were
sent to the conference from the Public
Institutions, and their expenses are paid
by said institutions. This is as it should
be, and an example we might well follow
in Ontario. Among the institutions that
should be represented, are the following,
name'y,—Childrens’ Aid Societies, Boy’s
and Girl’s Homes, Houses of Industry,
County Gaols, ete.

The Ontario Government has set a good
example, that might well be followed by

the new county councils that meet this
month,

“That was a mighty swell ball last
night,” said one man who was there to
another who wasn't,

“It wmust have been,”
“Our firm rent.
for the affair.”

was the reply,
d twenty-seven dress suits
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Stationery.

Writing paper—
Foolscap, per ream
Foolscap, per quire ............
Foolscap, per pad, 100 sheets,
ruled both sides or blank .....
Legal cap, ruled on one side, with
marginal line, per pad of 100,

with blotter. .........cocovnan
Original Municipal Record paper
for by-laws,etc., foolscap size, per
quire, 30c.; four quires in heavy
manilla envelope ......... e |
Letter paper, 8 x 10, ruled or un-
ruled, per pad of 100, with
Dlotler LRt v s s o Vsiuroase
Note paper, 53 x 8}, ruled or un-
ruled, per pad of 100, with blotter
Account paper—
Double §, c. column, ruled on
both sides. per ream... ...... 3
POr qUATE. oo s sas cwvral vt
Ruled on one side only,pad of 100.
Envelopes—
No. 7 white, 32 x 6, per 1,000... 1
No. 7 white per package.......
No. 7 manilla, per 1,000........
No. 7 manilla, per package .....
Manilla, foolscap size, for holding
blank forms, ete., per dozen ..

Official —

No. 9 white, 4 x 9, open at side
orend; per kG0 .- . o odae 2

Per package: .. ... ot odsns

No. 9 manilla, 4 x 9, open at side,
per BOOD. Sve Gl enmitenies 1

Por Pagkalp ..o, v s

No. 14 white, 112 x 5, open at

side or end, per 1,000.... .... 3
Parpackagn. o oo dieine et
No. 14 cartridge, 11% x 5, open

ab end; per 1,000.... (..o 6
Per pashale. oot & ve i

Other sizes of envelopes as ordered.
Legal cases, for filing papers, made

from strong manilla, 5 x 12 inches

flab, per dozen. . .. sl $0
Document files—

Heavy manilla, plain, 5 x 12 x

inches, per dozen ............

The Globe Reversible, No.10, doz. 1

The Globe Reversible, No.12, doz. 1
Shannon files, each.......... $1 251
Shannon binding cases, BRON vy s
Wrappers, 6 x 12 inches, per 100. .
Pencil pads, according to size ...2 to
Blotting paper, 18 x 23 inches, as-

sorted colors—

Berqiire, . .- i ivivies oot

Perdozoi. - < vy e

00

50
25

35

o5

o Tt

ot
St

0p
20

Letter books (letter size) and-index,
LO000 pages v, o sl e
Letter books (foolscap size) and
index, 1,000 pages :
Oiled sheets—
Letter size, per dozen....
Foolscap size, per dozen
Water brushes, each

Letter press, finished in plain black—
X285 Incher . Ul sl i $5
10 x A5nches - s ELms 6
1 %16 nnhed o it endmivines 8
12 x 18 inches .....

Councillor’s memorandum books,
6 x 4 inches, American leather..

Pastbookacrisi sumiis v it 5 and

Receipt hooks of 100 pages........

Pens—

Bank of England, per box......
Fer dozen. . rieait sws s
Bank of England £5, per box... .
Per doren;: .« ol meoeer s awp,
Gillott’s 292, per box ..........
;i) S B e e e e iz
Esterbrook’s Franklin 267 stub,
PEEBBR e s e S v

126, per-bex v .o,
Per dozent e i cuavons S
Esterbrook’s falcon 048, per box.
Per dozen..s~ ~ivss s
Waverly, per box....... L., 4
Pickwick, perbox.... .. ......
Lincoln fountain pen, medium or
RN ST D SR S R s $1.25and 1
Penholders —
Medium swell, natural wood, per
AORENY cni Wivvvs s B e .50
Medium swell, black wood, per
i L g e O e
Straight, per dozen.......... .
The Bank wood and cork pen-
holdereseh ... . . ..
Rambeoseach o cinn S N e
Pencils—
Senator, per dozen.... ........
Merchants’ No. 2, rubber tip, per
D e S A e
Leader No 2,rubber tip, per doz.
Common pencils, rubber tip, per
OTRIY LI b V13 v ae il s & v 5rnoh
Rubber bands—
Faber’s assorted No. 400, per box.
Faber’s assorted No.300, per box.
Faber’s thread band No. 12, per
FEONE R et :
Paper fas teners, per gross, 4 to one
inch, as ordered. .. ;. cavisvioe
Box assorted
Seals, per box, large or small, as
OPOBIOAT 7 o iie s+ 4 s vnnine:yy
Sealing wax, per BB ey
Office pins, per pyramid.... .....
Faber’s ink and pencil erasers,

Mucilage—
Quarts
T e o s
Two-o0z, bottle and brush.......
Bottle of mucilage with patent
feed, (no brush required) 3
The Perfect Mucilage Bottle
(nickle)sinaavi i ns blnik
Ink (black writing)-—Stephens’ or
Stafford’s —
8 o R e L
Pt o it it s R e e ek
Halbpintbi T oot st ol vonmy
Copying ink—Stephens’—same price.
Ink bottles for office desk, a
large variety.

00
12
75
10
20
20

50

30

40
40

10
/33

50

75
50
25

Perfect automatic, inkstand, best

V7 TR R e S A e 1 00
Red ink—- :

Stafford’s 4 oz. (the best)....... 35

Small bottle. o s wwivis daia 5

Orders for stationery of every de-
scription not included in the above
list, will be filled at close pries.

Presses.

The latest improved seal presses for

° municipal clerks, school boards, ete.,will

eb supplied on short notice. Sample im-
pressions,with price,sent on application.

Birth,larriage and Death Registers
We have in stock ruled paper for
registers, and can supply any size or style

of binding at short notice. Prices on
application.

Bla nk Books.

Minute books, size of page, 10x 15
inches, good paper, strongly
bound, flat, opening and lettered
on back as ordered ; 300 pages,
400 pages and 500 pages. Prices
on application

Minute books, size of page, 8 x 13}
inches, good linen azure paper,
strongly bound, flat opening, and
lettered on back asordered ; 300
pages, 400 pages and 500 pages.
Prices on application.

Special treasurers cash books, re-
quired by Municipal Amendment
Act, 1893, printed headings, good
paper, strongly bound, flat open-
ing, size of page 10 x 15, lettered
on back as ordered.

300 pages....sees srseavsiiagn $4 50
400 PAZES. o orres eciirens 6 00
Ledgers, same size and style of
binding.
B0 MBRER Sl T s s e 375
LI e R R MR 5 00
Journals, same size and style of
binding.
100: PR . o'y ¢ i s Vo winienaliie ik 2 00
200 gaZes .................... 3 00

Minute books, ledgers and journals,
foolscap size, well bound. Zz-
tra value.

200 PALES....cveens reasrenas. $0 75
300 pages......ovveerae conn 1 00
400 pages.... o PR SR 125
500 pages. ... es ... 1 50

Blank books of every description to
order.
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Conveyancing.

er 100
Deeds without dower, lithographed. $5 00
Deeds, without dower, printed.... 2 5l
Deeds, with dower, lithographed.. 5 00
Deeds, with dower, printed.... .. 2 50
Deeds, quit claim, prmted ........ 2 50
Deeds, executor’s. ey i 860
Deeds, admxmstrators ........ . 500
Deeds; timberi . (o weva sive 3 00
Mortgages, without dower, litho-

graphed . i, w5 st e e 5 00
Mortgages, without dower, printed. 2 50
Mortgages, with dower, lithograph-

R s s A R 5 00
Mortgages, with dower, printed... 2 50
Mortgages, chattel, ordmary £orm,

printed.. . . 2 50
Mortgages, chattel })rn ‘note. .. ... 3 00
Mortgages, chatte additional

BBOULILY s o5 v-as & ittheaidnty: poos v 4 00
Mortgages, chattel, farm . v 3 00
Mortgages, chattel, renewals ... .. 100
Assignment of agreement for sale of

T R R e 2 50
Lease, farm(new)................ 3 00
Lease, house, (new)............0. 3 00
Agreements for sale of land.... .. 2 00
Agreements for sale of land mort-

T R i 2 00
Agreements, extending mortgage.. 2 50
Agreements, blank...... ........ 2 00
Agreements, for tenancy..... .... 1 00
Certificate of co-partnership...... 1 00
Dissolution ¢ f partnership........ 1 00
Application for loan.... .... .... $2 00
Bl Ol BMe: o 20 e s va s n s wve 2 50
Bond of indemnity........ ....... 2 00
Discharge of mortgage, litho-

geapibed S s s 1 00
Discharge of part of mortgage.... 1 00
Discharge of chattel mortgage.... 1 00
Declaration sta.tutory,hthogra.phed 1 00
Warrant distress. ..., ... ...... 50
Notice to tenant........ ....... 50
Notioe 10 Ut o v cvvri woses 50
Release of dower, wife.... . . 4 00
Release of all demands, genera.l 2 00
Release, administrator.... .... .. 2 50
A i fal e e e, . 300
240 G T L R e S 5 00
Division Court Forms and any

conveyancing forms not in-

cluded in the above list—will

be supplied as ordered.

O’Brien’s New Conveyancer. ... ... 375
Dog Tags.
o (o]

1 |
DTP VTP
1897 1897
ROUND OBLONG SQUARE

Samples and prices on application.

THE PERFECT....uilili.

Mucilage Bottle

MADE OF COPPER NICKLEPLATED
WITH ALUMINUM BRUSH STEM

>
Has a water reservoir surrounding the
inner compartment, which keeps the
atmosphere moist within, prevents
evaporation and gumming up at mouth
of bottle.

CLEANEST NEATEST
SIMPLEST ano CHEAPEST

It forms a handsome addition to the
office desk, and makes a neat paper
weight.

PRICE &0c.

POST FREE TO ANY ADDRESS

BOOKS

FOR

Municipal Officers

S o

barrison’s Manual,
SIXTH EDITION,

will be ready for distribution during
1897. Send us your order in advance
for this valuable volume of municipal
law, and you will receive it as soon as
issued.

Clatk’s ddagistrate’s dAdanual

THIRD EDITION.
REVISED, ENLARGED AND IMPROVED-

In the preparation of this edition of
the Manual, the English and Canadian
cases decided since the publication of the
lasv edition are all noted, together with
the numerous changes of the statute law
and criminal code of 1892,

To justices of the peace, mayors and
reeves, who find it necessary to act as a
magistrate in their municipalities, this
book will be found very useful and save
them the trouble of looking up and
nterpreting the statutes in complicated
cages, Price, $5.00, leather.

Aytle’'s MRate Tables.

FOR COLLECTORS ROLLS:

This valuable little work is intended
to assist clerks in entering taxes in the
collector’s roll. It gives rates by tenths
of a mill from one to nine and nine-
tenths mills. The author, a clerk of
considerable experience, knowing what
was wanted, issued the work, which
should be in the office of every clerk.
Price, $2.00.

The Mew Conveypancer,
By H. A, O’Brien, Barrister,

Hag been prepared with great care
and research, and embodies important
changes not made in any other Convey-
ancer published. The forms are concise,
but complete, useless verbiage being
omitted. Full explanations are given,
so as to make each form adaptable to
varying circumstances. It can safely be

™used by students and others unfamiliar
with legal terms. Bound in half calf,
price $3.75. ~

Ditches and Wlatercourses Ect,
1894,
WITH AMENDMENTS OF 1895-6+

George F. Henderson, Osgoode Hall, Barrister
at-Law.

A Hand-book of Procedure containing
the recent changes in the statute law,
with judicial interpretations of the same.
The copious annotations, explanatory
references and a carefully prepared
digest of reported cases in Ontario
courts bearing upon the subject make
the work of especial use to township
clerks, township engineers and survey-
ors, as well as members of the legal
profession, Price, $1.00.

Drainage Laws,
WITH AMENDMENTS OF 1895°6.
Consolidated in one book, neatly bound
in cloth, complete index.

The Drainage Act, 1894,
The Ditches and Watercourses Act.
The Til¢, Stone and Timber Drainage Act.

Price, 30 cents.

Collectors’ Guide,
By J. M. Glenn, LL, B., of Osgoode Hall,

Barrister-at-Law.

For the information of Collectors of
Taxes in Oatario. This valuable pamph-
let contains the provisions of the law to
date relating to collection of taxes, with
explanatory notes and decisions of the
courts affecting the same, forms, ete.,
Price, paper, 50c.; cloth, 75¢.

The Assessor’s and Collector’s Guide
in one volume ; cloth, price, $1.25.

Flsgessors’ Guide,

By J M. Glenn, LL. B,, of Osgoode Hall,
Barrister-at-Law.

For the information of assessors and
municipal officers. A complete guide
for the assessment of property in Onta-
rio. All difficult sections of the Act are
explained, with notes and decisions of
the courts affecting the same.

The office of assessor is a most import-
ant one, but heretofore no comprehensive
guide to the duties of the office has been
available. A most important feature of
the guide is a complete index. Price,
paper, 50c.; cloth, 75c.

The Assessor’s and Collector’s Guide
in one volume ; cloth, price, §1.25.

Consolidated Mublic health Fcts.

WITH AMENDMENTS.

These should be supplied to the mem-
bers of every local board of health.
Price, 20¢. each ; six for $1.00,
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B, North's Dortland Coment, Comorele, Stome,

AND SEWER. FPIPE.

North's Patent
Plain Street Gully
Water-trap Street Gully
Double-trap Street Gully

North’s Patent . . .
Auntomatic Valve

Grate for
Street Gullies.

We, the undersigned, have seen the “PORTLAND CEMENT, CONCRETE, STONE SEWER PIPE,” manufactured by E. NORTH, London, Ont., and have had some
expertence of therr use, and would recommend them to Municipal Councils and the public generally as suitable for Sewers and Culverts, where strength, durability and economy

is desired :

Joseph Marshall, M, P, Ex-Warden, County of Mindlesex F. B. Talbot, Bridge Commissioner, County Middlesex

Ruhgn Boston, M. P., Warden, County of Middlesex Wiiliam Robinson, Ex-City Engineer, London ~
['. E. Robson, arden, County of Middlesex W. G. Smith, Roadmaster, G. T, R.

Matthew Day, Ex-Warden, County of Oxford John Corrie, Road and Bridge Inspector, County Perth

E. NORTH'S PORTLAND CEMENT, CONCRETE

R [ STONE CULVERT and SEWER PIPES are made from materials that improve ‘with age—in the ground and in the
water. "1119_\1_- pipes extr the minerals from the water and gases from the air, closing up. the pores of the pipe, and becoming more dense, the color changing to that of iren, and
ringing like metal. The ger they remain in the ground, the greater thei strength becomes, eventually becoming as hard as stone.  They are considered by the leading men of
Western Ontario to be superior to anything now in the market for culvert or sewer purposes. The townships using them find their work finished as they go. The work done is
permanent, and will relieve them of the liability of law costs arising from damages caused by imperfect culverts, &c. T

E- NORTH'S .
PATENT CONCRETE
STONE STORM GULLIES
AND. . .
CATCH BASINS

For Cities and Towns to take the water off the streets

to the sewer or drain.

“Extract from report of T. V. Hutchinson Esq., Medical Health Officer, to the
London Board of Health, on the Norty Catch Basin and Sewer Trap:
‘I have made a careful examination of NorTu’s Catch Basin and Sewer Trap.

It is made of Concrete, which becomes harder the longer it is in use. It has an
automati ] :h is closed at all times to prevent the escape of sewer
gas, except when water is flowing into the sewer. Three of these sewer traps have
been in use in the city for some months, and so far no fault can be found with them,
Of the sewer traps tried in this city, NorRTH'S is the | it is less apt to get
clogged or out of order : it is made of Concrete, whic €S not corrode, but on the
contrary becomes harder with age. The valve can at any time be lifted out, without
disturbing the basin, or a new valve placed in, by merely lifting the top off, Taking
everything into consideration, I beleive NorTi’s are the best, and besides being
cheaper, will stand the test of time better than those made of iron,”

The Board of Health, by resolution, unanimously recommended the City
Council to adopt the NorTH Trap, for the City of London, for the reason that it was
cheaper than any other apparatus of a similar nature, and it was much more
efficient, :

ches

The manufacturer begs to call the attention of Sanitary Engineers, Health
Inspectors, Boards of Health, Boards of Works, and the public generally, to this
Improved Concrete Stone Gully, or Catch Basin, whieh will ob d completely
prevent the esca f this foul air or gas at this point, as it will be impossible for
said foul air or ape through the water trap, as set forth in the patent for
this invention, This trap is inclined towards the po t, and is cleansed by the
agitation of the falling \’]\'al;:\' which agitates and carries into the pocket any sand,
= stones or other refuse which may temporarily lodge thereon. 1f the pocket should %
Descrlptlon of No. 1. become filled with heavy refuse, by removing lhf grate, said pocket gan be readily Description of No. 2.
> , . cleaned. Itis claimed for these Improved Concrete Stone Gullies, or Catch Basins,
_A—Is a Concrete Stone Catch Basin, (py they are superior to iron, because they will not corrode ; that they are superior
C=1Is an Tron Grate, which prevents bul- ¢, wood, because they will not rot ; that they are superior to bricks and mortar,
};{y 'nmv:\ler (I')mnl\ getting into lh}e :r_-"lt:’ because they will not be affected by frost and water passing !hrrough tlhe;’m.d ]lut‘. on

asiny A, O—1Is an opening 1n the Latch je and. action of the water will tend to petrify and harden these A 2 3 - L
Basin, A, which communicates with the Ilg:pr?;\l'i{ (l’Z':x?élrutleh;u:r:élt;uHics, or Catch Basins, and Lﬁereby improve them, and Pocket, in “']“Ch,“ collected all sand, gravel, or ull}er
sewer or drain. D—Is a pocket, in which this par’iﬁ«‘utiﬁn soing on for a pumber of years makes these Catch Basins as hard heavy refuse, w,h"-'l‘ passes El"’r’uﬂh the grate, C, F—
is collectedall sand, gravel, or other heavy 4 ctone. In re;,m:d to Style No, 2, the standard size is 7 it. 6 in. long. This gives Is an Automatic Valve. k"“vf‘“—'f’ Line. O—Is an
refuse, which passes through the grate C. s ft. 10 in. above the water line. If the drain did not admit of this depth, then the OPening in Catch Basin, commun’g with sewer or drain,

Standard size. Length 5 feet automatic valve would assist in preventing the water in the trap from freezing. Standard size. Length 7 feet, 6 inches.
Diameter 14}5 inches. SPECIAL SIZES FOR SPECIAL WORK MADE TO ORDER. Diameter 14% iﬂches-

Prices—Complete at Factory $7.50. With 3 Prices—At Factory complete, $13.60 ; without
Automatic Valve and Trap $10.50. * Automatic ValveTrap, $11.80.

AT THE WESTERN FAIR, 1892, THE CONCRETE, CULVERT AND SEWER PIPE EXHIBIT WAS AWARDED SILVER MEDAL:

EBENEZER NORTH, MANUFACTURER

LONDON ST. THOMAS LONDON

A—1Is a Concrete Stone Catch Basin. B—Isa Wate?
Trap, to prevent the escape of foul air or gas from the
sewer. C—Isan Tron Grate, which prevents bulky
matter from getting into the Catch Basin, A, D—Isa

Works corner Mt. Pleasant and Talbot Sts. Works, Elm Strest, on Port Stanley Railroad near OFFICE :
Opposite Carling’s Brewery. Fair Grounds Corner Grosvenar and Wellington Sts
Telephone: Works 849 Telephone 228. * Telephone 837,
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OMINION BRIDGE CO,, LTD.

(SUCCESSORS TO TORONTO BRIDGE CO

: A
Manufacturers
e . Turntables
h‘[nn and Iron Piers and Trestles
Bridge Rods 3
F

Right and Left Hand
Sieeve Nuts

Steel Bridgesg

And all kinds of

Structural Iron Work
For Railways and

Highways.

£, CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY, LACHINZ, P Q.
The cost of Metal Brid
built of wood to be that thos
a well-built wooden one, of equal sive
pare the cost of metal and wooden
ro{a‘lwu): and number and width of fo ys and si
bridge site from station. Depth of water at ordinary I anc
on ; or a general statement as to the nature of travel over t}

ges for repairing and replacing woodén bridges, and believing the only reason so many bridges are still
1 are not aware how little difference there really is in the first cost of a good Iron or Steel Bridge and
rtupity to quote prices to officers of counties, cities and _townships, so that they may IS e
-ly we need information on the folowing points: Number of ‘spans and length of each span. C o
mber to be used for floor joists and plank andits value. Name of nearest R. R. Station and distance of

of floor above water.  Also strength and capacity of bridge required, if any particular strength has been determined
1e bridge ; whether on a country road, a well-ballasted turnpike, or located in a village or city, and subject to heavy loads.

OFFICE AND WORKS: LACHINE LOCKS, P.Q. P.0.ADDRESS : MONTREAL, P.Q,

Address Inquiries 1n Response to this Advertisement, to

DOMINION BRIDGE COMPANY, LTD., Montreal, P.Q.

$1.95 o BLank Books

) TOMIIN
: e, S B L b g
OF FIGES

LINCOIL: N FOUNTAEAIN PEN Special attention given to this class of work.

Blank books of any description ruled and bound
to any pattern. Direct importers of English,
Scotch and American Ledger and Writing
Papers. Bookmakers for the counties of Kent,
Elgin, Oxford, Lambton and Essex. Our

S

SOLID GOLD PEN HARD RUBBER HOLDE R

ALWAYS READY NEVER BLOTS
SIMPLE CONSTRUCTION

NO BETTER WORKING PEN MADE

books are in every agency "of the Merchants

Bank, and in use in the Standard Bank, Bank of
Montreal, and Bank of Commerce, private bank-
ing houses and loan ¢ »mpanies. .

Always ready to write.  Price, mailed, complete, boxed, with filler, $1.25. WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF PAPER AND PRICES. ‘

Medium or stab points, as ordered. EVERY BOOK 18 PERFECTLY FLAT OPENNG

PAGE LETTER BOOKS, WITH
1,000 BLOTTERS AND INDEX. $1.60

The n in iCi pal WO l‘ld Estimates Promptly Furnished. ‘
PLANET BOOKMAKING HOUSE,

ST THOMAS CHETHRAM, ONT




