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Azt XXVII. FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON A FATAL

CASE OF ASPHYXIA PRODUCED BY RHEUMATIC
SPASMODIC CONTRACTION OF TIIE TIIORACIC

" AND ABDOMINAL MUSCLES AND SINGULTU=,

By Rozerr L. MacDonsyerr, M. D,

. Licentiate of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians, and of
* . the Royal College of Surgeons, Irelaud; Lecturer on the In-
© . stitutes of Mcdicine, University ot M-Gill College : Physician

As thy

Montreal General Hospital.

Tn the number of the Lancet for July 1, 1848, the

. Editor having introduced part of my paper concerning
- the discase of the late Caprain L., which appeared in

the May number of this Journal, makes some obser-

“vations on the probable nature of the affection which

require from me some notice. 'T'he reader will racol-
lect, that in that case, I attributed the dewth of the
patient to asphyxia, caused by the fixed and powerless

" condition of the thoraciz and abdominal muscles, and
‘the frequent occurrence of singultus ; and in proof of

this view, I drew his attention to many important fea-

© tures of the disease, which the Editor of the Lancet has

not given, nor has he inserted the reasoning upon
which my views werc based, but has introduced just
so much of the case as is necessary to support his own

 opinions, which ‘will be found underncath, the un-

tenable nature of which, I trust, I shall be able to' de-
wonstrate. ‘ - R

“1. The nature of the disease.  Was it rheumatisin'? : Appa.
rently not. It is difficult to suppnse that rheumatism, so intense
2ad so severe, could have been thus limited 3 und that the joints,
-tg usual scat, should have been exempt.  And 2odly, Suppura-

§ - tion, us & result of rheumatic inflammation, is an cvent so rure
3. that many persous disbelicve in its existence, and say that, when

. suppuration does occur in peeculiar cases, such cases have been
+ mistaken, and that common iuflamymation had alone been present.

The difficulties and obscuritics of the case are cor-

tainly very easily got over in the ahove paragraph—
because the joints were not affected, the case was not

one of rheumatism! To what purpose, then, have
pathologists taxed their ingenuity to found a classifi-
cation of the various forms of rhenmatism? for if we
-ara'to take the above statement as correct, there are
10 such diseases as, muscular rheumatism, periosteal,
capsular, or neuralgic rheumatism,” and the idea en-
tertained by many pathologists, that rheumatism is a
disease of the entire system, having'a great tendency

. 'to localize itself in particular organs, and to seize npon

them as so many surfaces upon which to eleminate
the peccant matter, the materies morbi—the' presence,
or excessive accumulation of which, in the system, has
occasioned so much; disturbance—must for ever be
considered as chimerical ; for the Editor of the Lancet

* Vide—McLeod on Rheumatism, page 11. Ly

has declared that unless the joints be aflected, the
discase cannot be rheumatism!* -~ -~ ..
. Dr. Graves has deseribed a form of rheumatic fever,
which in every particular runs the ordinary course of
the disease, except that from the beginning to the end
the joints remain perfectly exempt from inflammation ; -
and I may here mention, that about six months ago, 1
attended a gentleman who had been for many years
subject to derangements of the liver, (for which he had
consulted Mr. Martin, of London, so well known for
his successful management of these aflections,) and
who, shortly after his arrival in Canada, was attacked
with ‘severe muscular rheumatism of the calf of tho:
right leg, and of the muscles of the right side of chest,
causing excruciating agony when the leg was mov-
ed, or when a deep inspiration was taken, accom-
panied by profuse sweating—nocturnal exacerbations,
loaded urine, and all the other symptoms of rheumatic
fever. Ie had been under the care of another
gentleman for more than three weeks before heo
consuited me ; during, which time he had taken.a.
great variety of medicines., It required the greatest.
mahagement to gei him over the attack, from which
hie recovered slovwly, and remained for a length oftime
in o weak and emaciated condition ; in fact, .in pre-
cisely the same state as we find patients who have re-
covered from acute rheumatic fever ;. yet during the
whole course of the disease, the joints were perfectly
{ree from inflammation. He afterwards enjoyed good
health for a couple of months, when he was again:
attacked, after exposure 1o cold, with high fever of an
unquestionably  rheumatic . character, with profuse
sweating ‘of an acid nature, exhaling the peculiar
odour so constantly observed in rheumatism, and not .
productive of relief, copious deposits of the lithates in
his urine, &c., anu which yielded to precisely the same
treatment as I adopted in the former attack. ' Now, dur-
ing this sccond illness, neither the joints nor the muscles
were - affected, and. yet the fever had not completely.
ahated for more than a fortnight. At the time, I'con-’
sidered this, a good example of Dr. Graves’ form of
rheamatic fever, without arthritis, and' I do not. se

any reason for changing that opinion. ‘ .

““ % « 1 employ this term (theumatic fever) in preference to that
which is so often used (acute rheumatism, or acute articular.
rheumnatism’ becanse the word * fever” is more in accordance
with the view of the pathology of the disease, which I believe to'
be the correct one; whilst the other terms seem to point to tha
local affection as the primary one.  The articular swellings, as I.
hape to show, are the result of the same cause which gives rise to -
the febrile movement, namely, tie presence in the blood of a par-
ticulur morbid ¢€’ement, the complete elimination of ‘which iy
necessary to the perfect cure of the disease~Todd, on Gout and

Rheumatism, page 107,
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‘Further Observations on a Fatal Case of Asphyaia.

It is not, I conceive, more difficult to comprehendl
how a case of severe musculor rheumatism should!
cause death by producuw what Dr. Marshall Hall hasi

© termed, spasmo—paralysis of almost all the muscles of
respiration, thereby inducing asphyxla-——than to under-
stand how severe articular rheumatism, in which the
pericardium becomes affected subsequently, should ter-
minate in death. Of the two condluons—-p9ncardlus
‘with arthritis, or spasmo-paralysis of the respiratory
muscles of the chest and abdomen, from rheuma-
tism-—most practitioners would prefer havingto deal
with the former, which statistics prove to b2' by no
means so fatal or intractable a malady as was sup-
posed a short time ago—but the latter (7. e., spasmo-
paralysis) being a condition of the muscular structure
induced by irritation at the centre or periphery of the
"nervous circle, cannot be relieved but by the removal
of that irritation ; and from the circumstance of its

‘pouvant étre’ compte.

" rare occurrence (the case alluded to, being, I believe,

the only iustance on record) the disease is not on]y
© likely to be overlooked, but even, if detccted, may not
prove very amenable to treatment. ' In thc case of

pericarditis and articular rheumatism, there is gene-| .

rally quite time snough during ‘the proaress of the
" disease, to enable the ')lachuoner to put into operation
the nost powerful resources of his art: suchas gencral
. and local bleeding, counter-ir ritation, and the internal
. administration of mercury and opium; but in a case
. such as that under consndelauon, the sudden deve-
. lopment of symptoms. of asphyxia, attended by ex-
~ treme ' exhaustion, would render unavailable all but
“'the most energetic of the antl-~pasmodxcs aud sti-
mulants, and in the event of these not producing; an
effect mstantauecus!y lmle would he ]eft for medlcme
to achieve.
" The. writer, in the Lancet howevex, seems to have
_overlonked the fact, that I'did not attribite the death of|
‘my patient dzrectly to muscular rheumatism, but to as-
. phyxia, produced indirectly by the: sp'xsmodm contrac-
tion-of the thoracic and abdominal muscles and the inces-
“sant hiccough, the result of lhe rhvumatlc lnﬂammauon
ot those muscles.
It i3 taking a very- llmxted idea of the. nature of
muscular rheumatism to suppose it incapabie ofummng
~ a severe course without implicating the joints. - Chomel
- has shown that in pre-abdominal rheumatism, and more
. especially in that form of it, Wwhich altacks women shortly
-after confinement, and which was-described ermneous]y
by Gooch as « nervous affection of the peritoneum,”
"symptoms of a most alarming nature frequemly mark
* the progress of the disease.
Two  of Goocl’s. cases are copleu by Chomel, and
were evidently. examples of rheumatism -of the abdo.
‘minal’ muscles. In one instance no benefit was' ob-
tained from large bleedings'; but cataplasms to the
- abdomen, and large doses of opium gave immediate
relief, and the patient recovered without a relapse. In
" the other example, a-delicate lady was attacked on the
. third day after her confinement with pains all over the
abdomen, and vomiting—the pulse was frequent, but
small .and feeble.. She was bled to syncope, and got

) ca]omel with ‘senna and salts. The pam not abatmg,

she was bled again two hours after to s; 'ncope ; a dozey
leeches were applied to the abdomen, and three grain
of opium were administered. Chomel continues, “ Lors.
que Gooche arriva prés d’clle, le facies était décomposé,
la’ peau froide; et glnante; le pouls petlt, filiforme, nei

1l "enléva aussitot les sangsues, |
chercha & la raviver par la chaleur et des cordiaux| 1
mais elle mourut trente heures aprés le commencemen;:
des douleurs. A l'autopsie du cadavre, le péntome fut
trouvé sain et pale; il contenait de une i deux onces
de strosité transparente ; tous les organes abdominaux
é¢taient sains, mais palcs‘ I'uterus était contracté ay
point ot il devait ’étre.”

Chomel attributes the death of the patxent in the
above case, to the injudicious employment of the lance,
Is it not extremely probable, that the state of collapse
in which Gooch found her—pu]aele<s, cold, and with
her features altered, were but so many signs of asphysia,
to which others ol a more unequivocal character might
have been added, had not the observer been blinded bx
his - prewons]y !oxmed opinion of the mervous nature of
the malady . |
Other- e\amp]es of mu:(‘ular thumahsm mlghl bc
quoted from Chomel, capab!e of proving, that as far as
severity of s;mptomb is concerned, we are by o
means justified in supposing that such is Lamed aole]y »
by the articular form of the disease. ;

~ The occurrence of suppuration.in. my caae, is no
proof that it differed from rheumatisma in its na-
ture 3 for’ even according to the admission of the editor,
there are as many who believe as dishelieve in this
termination of muscular rheumatism ; and it is not many
years since writers denied that articuler rheumatism
ever ended in this' manner; yet such a consequence
of the discase is admitted, almo»t umversal’y, at the pre-
sent moment, and I have mysell seen examples of it §
Iu one remarkable instance which occurred in the' prac-
tice of my friend Dr. Stokes, many articulations were
simultaneously attacked ; and last sumuer, I was con-
sulted by a lady from a ‘remote part of Upper, Canada,
‘whose left knee was in a state of complete anchylosis
from this form of the disease—several joints had been
attacked, but in this one, the disease ran a.more virulent
course and, notwithstanding that the most active and
Judxcnou: treatment was ndop\ed by her “medical at-§
tendant, ulceration, and snbbequcnl anchylosis, could not &
be prevented.* , ‘ LR

* « But there is yet anuther chnngc sometimes produced by this &
form of rheumatism—I mean suppurative disorganization of the
Jointin whichitissituated. Thisis certainly contrary to what seems
to be very generally supposed and almost invariably luid downin &
books hut I believe, notwithstanding, that it will be found, on §
more extended. observation, to be a much ‘more frequent oceur g
rence than has been suspected. - Less, indeed, is known concetn- §
ing the morbid changes which take place in the primary scats of &
rhcumatiem than of any other portion of its history ; nor 18 it fg
difficalt to explain this, for very few dio in the early stage of the f
discase; and’ when ‘the' patient is cut off at a more advunccd
period, it is'gencrally in consequence of -the affection of some in-
craal organ, which either absorbs. all the attention of the pra
titioner, or it may be, that long before the' fatal event the Joint:
I:ave become frec from the disense as happens in. the great mnajor
lity of cases of theumatic fever, where the heart has been 50
damaged, -as to prove after a time incompatible with life. Nor-
must, T neglect to mention, another clrcumatance, vxz.-—that m‘
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If, then, it be allowed that one form of rheumatism is
sometimes followed by suppuration, it cannot be denied
that another form of the disease, almost equally severe,
may occastonally terminate in a similar manner. But
a most convincing .proof that muscular rheumatism
is sometimes followed by suppuration, is supplied by
the  phenomena which attend the couise of rheu-
matic carditis, - Many cases are now on record of

. violent rheumatic inflammation of the heart, terminat.

ing in_this manner, and the pus has been found either

_diffused through the structure of the organ, constituting

what Bouillaud has termed ramollissement, or collected
into cysts, occupying various' positions inits parietes.
The reader will find several instances of the latier var-

“jety detailed in'Bouillaud’s "work, (Surles Maladies du

“Ceur, vol. i. p..583) in which the cardiac uffection was
connected with acute rheumatism’ of other parts. If,
then, the niuscular structure of the heart, when attacked

“with rheumatism, may become the seat of purulent de-

posit, there is no reason shy the same termination may
not follow a similar form of inflammation of the thoracic

-muscles ; and we are, consequently,'at no loss to ac-|.

count for its appearance in the casze under consideration.

“w9, If not rheumatic, then what was the nature of the dis.
case? The only tangible fact, post.mortem. is the presance of
pus—pus diffused over the left side of the chest. (The reader
will recollect, that I described the collection of pus as having been
confined to the left infra-mammary region-R.L.MacD.) Whence,
then, did this eriginate 7 Not frum rhcumatic inflammation.. It
is more probable that it was connected with the typhus.fever, or
the. small-pox, under which this gentleman laboured,  Deposits
of pus, it is well known, are very frequent consequences of such
A deposit thus originating may have cscaped attention
until it became diffused, perhaps, during the 'violent exercise

-cases which have ended in suppuration, the very fact of ‘such
termination is assumed as 7pso fucto, proving that the disease had

MuacLeod on Rheumatism p. 96.. "

- not "been rheumatism but ordinary ¢ disease of the joints.’ *—

In the fast clause the author avticipates, the objeetion of the
Editor. of the Lancet, which amounts 1o this—that though 'a

. case should present all the characteristics of severe rheumatic
- inflammation, yet, it ‘is not of a: rheumatic nature becausc a

snall quantity. of pus is discovered spread ont in the ccllular tie.
sue between the muscles! It scems strange that the editor hould
not have made any remarks upon the improbability of musculay

- theumatism terminating in suppuration, when publishing the clini.

cal lectures of Schonlein, iu the first volume of the new scries ' of
his periodical.  Schonlein not only supports this view, but main-

_tuins that it is extremely difficult to prevent suppuration, when
. the rheumatism scizes on the abdominal museles.  In a case des.

cribed in one of his lectures on rhicumatism, we find the following
‘obnervai\t}ons.--"Thc pain remaing fixed in the part above the
symphisie, 2 plicnomenon which I have frequently cbserved in

" cases of rheumatism of the muscles of the abdomen. Yesterday

evening u great aggravation of the lacal affection took place ; the

- paln wag more severe, even on the slightest touch, and more ex-
+ lensively felt, on which account we again ordered local bleeding ;
‘witer which, a remission took place; and yet it is very doubtful whe.
 therwe shall be able to obtain a eomplete resolution, I repeat, that
| have scen, when the affection Jfrequently recurred, that in spite of | -
', the most careful trentment, suppuration could not be prevented, |
.and this ig an aziom that has been proved by experience, in cases
"of theumatism of the muscles of the abdomen, or, as it is falsely
“ealled, of external or muscular peritonitis.?

h ern When we recollect
ihat Schonlein is the most celebrated clinieal teacher of Germany,

. 3nd has obtained this distinetion from his great powers of observa.

tion, and bedside study of discase, we cannot, for a moment, doubt
the above doctrine,—Vide Lancet, vol, i,, for 1844, p.

which he used, On the day préccding his illness, he begéﬁ to

suffer from the aggravated symptoms then presented. It is also |

not' an. uncommon thing to find inflammation at the neck of .the
bladder ; which also was said to be present herc, complicated
with phlebitis of thie veins of the bladder and subsequent deposits -
of pus. (The bladder was heanlthy as stuted in my report—
R. L. MacD.) : Connecting, then, the presence of pus with one or.
other of these-soureces, it is right to adm:t that the effcets would .
correspond with Dr. MacDonncll’s observations, which show that
the peetoral muscles (and also the'abdominal—R. L. MacD.) to
have been in that state deseribed by Dr. Marshall Heall as spasmo.
paralysis, whilst the jrritation communicated to the phrenic nerve
gave rise to the spasmodic action of the diaphragm as a reflex fune.
tion.” o Co !
The next supposition, viz., that the pus found be-
tween the muscles and integuments.of the lelt infra- -
mammary region ¢ was connected with the typhus or
the subsequent small-pox; and which might have es-
caped  attention until it became diffused, perhaps during
the violent exercise which he used;” is perfectly irre-
concileable with the facts of thecase. ' This gentleman,
after’ his recovery from both these affections, was in the
daily habit of :taking violent exercise, particularly at
Rackets, a game requiring the use of both arms ; and.
consequently one which could not have been indulged
in, if such a serious impediment to the free motion of
the left arm, as a collection of pus under the pectoral
muscles of that side, existed. ~ He took, moreover,
a leading part in the garrison theatricals, and. always
preferred .those characters which required great ac-
tivity and exertion. ' In fact, it was with the great-
est difficulty, I could restrain him from' these his
favourite amusements whilst under treatment for the
stricture ‘of the urethra. These facts are not only
incompatible with, but quite subversive of, the. opi-
nion, that a collection’ of matter, the consequence of
typhus or small-pox, or connected with phlebitis of the
neck of the bladder, existed in my case T
It is certainly new to me to hear that phlebitis of the
neck of the bladder is capable of running through all
its stages, and of producing death in twenty.four hours ;
and that an individual in whom. ¢ purulent infection
is established, is not incapacitated from taking most
violent exercise. 1have seen a great deal of this form
of disease, and have preserved copious notes of almost:
'every case that has come under my observation; and
I can confidently state, that neither in its origin, pro-
gress, or termination, did the disease of the late Cap-’
tain H. exhibit the ‘slightest resemblance to phlebitis.
or diffuse inflammation.* And I may be allowed to’
ask the editor of the Lancet, if he has ever seen a case of
phlebitis terminating fatally witheut deposits of pus along’
the course of some of the principal veins, or within their
walls, or in the joints, lungs, liver, spleen, or kidnays, or
in which death'was not preceded for some days by symp-
toms of a purely typhoid character? Or, has he ever

* { have alluded to phiebitis and diffuse inflammation as sepa.’
ratc affctions, merely out of deference to nosological arrangement ;.
for I believe that, in their truc pathology, they are merely varietics.
of the same affection ; and like puerperal phlebitis, glanders, dis-
secting wounds, and puralent absorption after wounds, they arc
but so many evidences ol a pyogenic condition of the system—
the absorption of pus and its admixture with the bleod producing
the formidable train of symptoms, characteristic of thess different .

| affections. ‘ :
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seen a case of phlebxth in which symptoms of asphyxia,
arising from a fixed condition of .the chest, and abdo-
‘men, “and singultus, preceded and caused death, as
- proved by the p'utlculms of the case of Captam H,
already published 7 Nay, would he not be one of the
' first to expose the sophistry of any attempts to account
fov death, on the supposition of a- previous contamina-
' tion of the system from phlebitis or purulent deposit,
_seeing that the history of the casc, the progress of the
disease, and the result of post-mortem examination were
all strongly opposed to such an opinion 2— ‘

« 3, In reference to the treatment, it may be said, that so far as
it went it was sufficiently judicious. A question may arise as to the
eftects which Jecal abstraction of blood or a free exit for the mat.
ter, in the absenee of comammahon of the s_ystem at large, ma_,
have had.”®

- The third comment 1equnes but few obscrvauons.
If the view of the case taken by the editor of the
Lancet be correct, then most assuredly the local abstrac-
tion of blood was not called for ; nor do I think that'an
“individual who has suffered from the deblhta(lng effects
“of severe continued fever, then typhus followed by
small.pox, and lastly, from acute rheumatic fever, is a
proper subject for blood- letting, even locally, and cer-
am)y not in a dizease of the nature of muscular rheu-
matism. As the matter was not detected, or its pre-
sence even suspected during life, it is unnecessary to

" say, that an opening for its exit was not contemplated,
for there was neither redness nor swelling to indicate
its emetence, and as the pain was not confined to one
particular spot, but extended all over the lower part. of
the chest, this’ cymptom was msuﬂicmnt to’ pomt to Lhe

. diagnosis.

4, The conduct of Dr. Mahony, \\hosc rank ahould have
“taught him to exhibit more courtesy, as his position ‘demanded a
dxapla;.' of greater skill, calls for some notice. ' We have here, how.
.ever, only one side of the question, and in the absencc of Doctor

_ Mahony’s statements, those of Dr. Macdonnell must be taken as

) Lhey are. ‘The whole case is one of intcrest, It is so by reason

of its cbscuntv, and its complications, as well as by the character
and position of lhosc on whom its dmvnosxs and treatment
depended.”

Dr. Mahony has pub]lshed his reply, w]nch instead
- of axplaining his conduet, or defending his ‘opinion .as
to the nature of the malady, contains, togothex with an
-amazing quantity of had English, compressed into a
- small space, a few more malignant assertions equally
- unfounded with his former ones, and a charge against
me of being a junior practitioner, (which I candidly} "
"admit,) and of being possessed of great confident self-

- assurance, (sic in ong"m\ which he may. rest satisfied,

~will not be augmented, in the least degree, by a victory

‘- over an opponent of his calibre. " In extenuation of the

- heinous offence of youth’ with which I am charged, I

~may, however, be permitted to quote from  the Dublin

" 'Medical Press the remarks of its editor, Dr. Jacob,

“Professor of Anatomy to the Royal College of Surgeons,

- Ireland, who, I suppose, will be admitted to be of suf-
ﬁcnently senior standing in- the prof‘essron to ofh,r an

“opinion on the merits ot‘ the case.

« In the Medical Press for May 31, we quoted fmm the Brxtxsh
American Journal the case to which Dr. Mabony’s letter purporte
10 be.an answer; we thiok it right, therefore, to give big.reply in
k., Dr. Mahony admits, it will be seen, that lie, and the other

R. E., as one of inflummation of the bowels. while the result of
the post-mortem examination (given by Dr. Macdonnell in his
communication, which we had quoted,) proved that there was n
inflammation of thesc parts. Tt is clear, therefore, that Dr. Mae.
donnell was correct in his diagnosis, and that Dr. I\{ﬂhony and the
other consultants were wrong in thcm ' Dr. Macdonucll conse.
quently, can afford to smile at Dr. .\[ahmu s sarcastic allusionsts
his youth and junior standing in the profession—gray hairs and
long s!amlmvr do not nc'eswnl_/ bring with l/wm cither vanosm
skill, ar Jea/czperzence SO ‘

Fr om what has been st'xtcd thc foliowing conclusidns
may be drawn :— ‘

1. That muscular rheumatism may. run as severe a
course as articular 1hgumatxem, give rise to as much
suffering, and be attended by an equal amount of fever,
as proved by the cases published by Chomel, and by
the case of Captain I , under consxdemtmn, and
by that of the gentlemen alluded to in thns commum
cation.

2. That suppuration, fhou«rh a rare tummalnon o
this form of the disease, (as it is likewise of the articu-
lar form, ) does, however, someumcs occur, as is proved
by the case of Captain H——, and by the _numerous
cases of rheumatic carditis ending in suppuration,
pub]xahed by Bouillaud and Oihela, and by the obser.
V.ll.lOﬂb of Schonlein on abdominal rheumatism.

" 3. That acute rheumatism of muscles may run
throucrh the whole of its course, giving rise to most
eumnuatmg agony, without being attended by arthritis,
This is also ploved by the cases under consideration,
and by those of pre-abdominal rheumatism, published
by Chomel and Shdmnlun, (Le{,ons de Clinique Medz~
c«le, Tom. IL) "

4. That in cases hl\e that of the late Captam H,
death may Le produced, not merely by the severity of
the symptoms, but by esphyxia, produced by the fixed
condilion ot the thoracic and ahdominal muscles—the
result of rheumatic mﬂ.lmmatmn,—-and by singultus,
caused by the irritation being. conveyed to- thc phremc
nerves in a reflex manner. |
© 5. That in the case of Captain H., there was no
evidence whatever of the presence of phlebitis, or o
the previous existence of a circumnscribed abscess under
the peuoral muscles ; on the contuu), the facts of the
case are strongly opposed to such an idea.

Montreal, July ~4, 1848,

ART XXVIIL —Tﬂb IRIb[i I\l\lIGRANT rh\'LR
4 | By Frs BaveLey, M. D ‘

3

Lccturcr on thc Theory and Practico of \chlcme. in the Incor
porated School of Medicine, Montreal, &e. &c.

(No. rl.-—C’ontmuerlfrom page 32, vol. IV)

T proceed in the next place, to detail the post mm:‘tm
appearances which I observed. and noted in 12 cases.
of this disease: the subjects of them had. all been.
inmates of the Montreal General Hoqpltal nine hav-
ing been patients of my own.’

“Tn all the cases, the e\ammatlon took place wub:n
twenty-four hours after death.

The bhodies presented partml I might almost sy
only slight emaciation ; there was an almoqt universa

‘ member= of thc consultatxon, regardcd the caze of Captam H-——-

ngldlty of the lxmbs ; m the maJonty, there was
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sensible degree of heat of the surface ; in all, the eyes|
were sunken, the nares constricted, the features
pmchcd the nmbilicus drawn in; the colour of the
skin stiil retained the same dusky hue, which it pre.
-sented in life 5 the dark purple- petechial spots ‘which
ciisted on various portions of the hody before death,
remained distinet ; there .was ecchymosis, or discolo-
ration by gravitation, on all the depending parts; on
two there .were sudamina, or small vesicles, some
entire, others ruptured I may here remark, par
, parentlzcse, that in all these cases which proved fatal
at the Point St. Charles Hospital, in which stigmata
or dark peints were noticed, (resembling recent “tatoo-
ing, and caused by punctiform extravasation of blood
under the facial integuments,) these black papille
" were still . visible several hours after death. . Two
. jrruptions of this cutancous- melanosis oceurred at the
above establishment last scascn, in the months of
August and September, and both followed upon very
, he'wj storms, qccompa‘nied by copious rain, and fall
of the thermometer. . Within twelve hoursafter the
storms, my attention was dmwn to this feature in
upwards of twenty cases, in all of whom death occurred
within thirty hours after the appearance of this new
character of the disease. ' On dividing the integuments
of the head, a large quantity of dark coloured blood
always escaped ; there was Jinvariably a strong attach.
ment between the calvanum and dura mater, ecchy-
mosed spots on various pomonc, and of diflerent sizes,
On removing the former, the sinuses, and especially the
lateral and torcular herophyli, were full of, and promi-
nent w ith, similar dark coloured blood.” 'On removing
the dura mater, effusions hetween the pia mater and
arachnoid  were visible, occupying spaces of from a
quarter of an inch to an inch of surface, the arachnoid
! gensibly elevated by the collection ; on slitting open
_these sacs, a thin and clear \vatery fluid c&caped
~ there was no appearance of lymph, nor of pus. The
brain proper possessed a good consistence ; the cere-
bellum was always rather softened ; the, suxf‘xco of the
'hemispheres presented an universal network of dark
"red vessels; the pia mater was easily detached from
the brain surhce' b]oody points were abundantly
" exposed to view with every section of the brain sub-
stance ; the great commissures, and indeed, the
white or central medullary portions generally, were, if
“any thing, slightly sofiened ; the lateral ventricles
contained from one to three dra(,hms of limpid fluid—
sometimes this appeared to be a little discolored ;
some of the same fluid was always found between the
arachnoid surfaces, at the base of the braing in two
“f‘ases, there was up\v'uds of ten drachms ; in all, the
cineritious portions of the convolutions, thalami, cor-
" pora striata, and arbor vite were palpably darker in
‘colour than ‘usual, while the choroid plesuses in the
lateral ventricles were flaccid, and resembled in color
the gills of a fish many hours out of water.. Ou rais-
'ing the body, fluid, variable in quantlty, always flowed
out of the vertebral canal. . In one instance only did I
examine the spinal cord-—xt was in the case of a young
‘woman of 18, who entered the. hospital with fever,{c
being at the time also prennant, (thxs urcumst:mce

was not known, however, for upw'u'ds of o week after
her admission) ;. she had an aboruon, rapidly fell into
puerperal fever, and died. - Allusion will again be
made to this interesting case lower down. “The same
congestion of the membranes lining the canal and
investing the cord, was found here ; ‘there was a con-
siderable quantity. of fluid, and the cord itself, and
emanating bundles of ‘nervons fibrils were rather less
consistent than they are usually found to he; but it
must be stated, that,the minute examination of this
portion, and its ahstractlon, in entirety with the brain
mass, were not made for three days afier death. (I
am much indebted to Dr. G. Fcnwxcl\, Assistant
House Surgeon of the Montreal General Hospital, for
his kind and able assistance on this occasion), We could
not detect any isolated ecchymosis on the membranes,
they appeared to be thr ou«bout saturated by congestion
and imbibition.’ ’
- In making the "usual secuom of the thoracic and
abdommal tegumentary parietes, I was struck with the
quantity of subcutaneous fat exposed—in one instance .
only was thiswanting—itwas in the body ofa little girl of
11 years of age, who came into the Hospital with dropsy
consequent ‘upon scarlet fever—this contracted seven
weeks after convalescence from :the fever, in this poor
child there was absolutely no vestige of fat to be found
in the bod), and the mesenteric glands were enormously
enlarged, some of them were nearly as large as ordinary
English walnuts; thelrmtenoxsprecentmg cheesy granu-
lar structure, the centres having a yellowish brown colour.,
I would also remark in this place, that the peculiar am-
moniacal odour so perceptible on drawing down the bed-
clothes of a fever patient while ahve, became more
strongly appreciable as soon as the division of the thoracie"
and abdominal parietes was made. On opening the
thorax, in the majority. of the cases examined, no trace
of recent pleural jnflammation was detected in'them
there were old adhesions existing between the pleural
surfaces on the right side; in several there was edema

‘of the upper. and the’ thin margin of the middle lobes;

fluid, variable in quantity, was found at the base of the -
thoraclc cone, on both . sides in all, hut no floceuli of
lymph ; extensive: congestion presenled itself in the’
lungs of all, and to a stnkmg degree, as was anticipated,
in the mfenor and posterior portions ; the bronchi con-
tained more or less frothy mucus, sometimes partially
tinctured of a reddish colour.” The bronchial mucous
membrane was in these cases full and swollen; the
sub-mucous cellular tissue also infiltrated, especially .
toward the back part of the lung ; there was no abra-
sion, nor softening of the former; nor was there any
false or adventitious membrane upon it. I never met
with genuine hepatization of  the lung, the solidifica-
tions appearing to be only the result of serous. extrava-
sation, consequent upon the congestion of the parenchy-
ma ; for on. compressing thexc pomons, a considerable
quantity "of the contained fluids could be forced out
without breaking down their structure. .In three cases,
1 found tubercles apparently in a dormant condition.
Caraification with punctate malanosis, or sprinkling of
carbonaceous matter was found in the lungs of one man,
formerly a Cornish mineér, who had contracted the fever



~ generally slightly reddish, without lymph or ad]w~ fons .!

-opening -the large cavitics,
- some of the bloed out of t’he‘vessels, arteries as'well as
-veins, into the hand,. were all due to the same condition

“ane of the surest proofs of the putrescent condition of

. being every where observable under the coating ; adja-

“tween the various convolutions of’ the intestines were

~ the “intestines and " other ~abdominal - organs,

“cious feel ;

" appearance than: ucuﬂ whxle that of' thc Luter w'w

szc Irzs/z Immz a7 ant ch .

on his wav down to 1h1~ city from Canada wect . inhim’

also there was considerable dilatation of the aorta at its'
origin, and along its course as the arch, there were also !
old and very firm adhesions of the pleural surfaces; the

bronchial glands wer2 very much hy pertl ophied, and zl

possable, blacker in"colour than nsnal..

In all the cases, the heart was solt and ﬁnbhv, le—
semblmp.. in consistence, a mass of dough. Tis size was
natural, but wanting its ncurishment, it impressed one
with ‘the idea of its volume being diminished.. lhog
pericardium contained in all a variable quantity of fluid,

the inner membnnc was qmooth having a rozeate colour;
the same thing was observed as 'to the endocardium ; in
all the c'mm:s. auricles as well as vertricles, there were
masses of b]nod, very soft, of a sallow )e]low colom.;
muuht sometimes, betiveen the musculi pectinati, or the;
cordze "tendinew, and the loose edges of the valves ; in.
‘the miner there was hypertrophy of the left side of ‘the
heart with thinning or absorption of the aortic semilunar
valve. The valves in the other cases examined, were
normal. The lining membrane of the aorta nnd its
branches was infiltrated ; the blood contained in them
was invariably fluid, dark coloured, giving off’ a peculiar
odour. This last peculiarity was very striking in the
cases of two ‘men, one of whom with jaundice as his|]
most stiiking exterior: portion of the disease, having

risen from his hed to sit on the night-table, suddenly ex-
pired. ‘The other, aged 23 years, in whom, thiee days
prior to his death, dry gangrene had shown itsell and
aradually spx‘ea(l half-way along the matatarsal bones of
both feat. I hazard the idea, that the ammoniacal
‘odour em.m'itmg from the living body, so strong on
and so striking on receiving

of this fluid; the actual presence of ammoniacal salts,

the vital fluid; in fact, to %peak paradoxically, of the
existence of death during life. - On turning over the
abdominal flaps, no appearance of recent inflammation
or any of its results was visible as regarded the periton-
eum, except in the case of the young woman already
adverted ‘to, and who aborted between the fourth and
fifth month. The peritoneum in this case was, throughout, !
covered by a thick and highly organized plastic lymph,
‘beautifilly reticutated: patches of recent inflammation,

cent surfaces were not only attached, but the sulci be-

filled up with masses of thick, dirty, yellowish, butyra-
‘cious looking - plasma. “There was more or less fluid
found in the dependmtr part of the peritoneal sac in
every.’ C"l'=e, and the investing portion -of this over
‘com-
municated to the fingers an extraordinary | ~apona-
the n1e~entenc glands' were: enlarged in
soveral of' the cases, presenting a darkish' yellow-
coloured matter, easily broken down ; there was hyper-
trophy, with softening of the liver and spleen gencrally.
—the interior of the former presenting a more brown

almost purplc ; the consistence of both was diminished ;
the outer surlace of'tbc spleen gave the appearance of
its beiug puckered or wrinkled from absence of matter
within, and consequent contraction of its, proper in-
vestment ; the gall bladder was usually fully distended
with thick d'nh :h bile, like thin treacle ; there did not
appear to be a diminction in the calibre of the Dbiliary
duets ; there was annothing normal in the pancreas; the
stomach and intestines ah presented great con«re:tmn
both o\tc;.m]n‘ and interpally 3 thc\ .1:1 contained
' Jarge quantity of finid and pnhac“om matier. of a
301-0\\ colour, acid and persistent odour.  Tn only
one cage did T perceive a thickening of the couts of the
former, and in this one only did 1 discover any thing .
appreaching to a sofiening or aepmahxhty ofthe mucous-
cout, which from its I«‘)o~<.1)l|\" in pretty large flakes, |
attr 1‘1”(0(] to soltening inthe s sub-mucous cellular tissue.

; Kechymoses of the dopondm" intestines were generally

uol‘wd, and in most of the cases, isolated ])'llChCa of
discoloration, of sizes troin a quarter of an inch to three
and four inches, and in one case to the extent of up- '
wards ol eight inches, w hich were visible on the cor-’
responding mucous surfaces, were seen. I did not find
a single case of ulceration of the glands of this tube;
all the g 'mgh hoth cox!mry and 'wm’c"'uo, were on. )
larged, sometimes irregular in their form, with a dark
purple or blackish pomt or nucleus in their centre;
sometimes merely elevated above the surfice, Lho-
roughly congested or imn]«:r. hagic.. ‘The kidneys in
all .Jp'warcd normal as to size—in two :leudt,dlv hy.
pertrophied in volume, soft as to consistence’; their
inner structure presented nothing remarkables Iu the
case of the young man with dlv gangrene, the pelvis
of the kidney and. the ureter were very mueh dilated,
but no calculus in the lower portion of this czum), nor
any other obstructing cause existed to 9\})..1111 it; in
this case there was thlcl‘enm" of' the mucous mem-
brase, as well as of all the coats of the bladder, appa-
rently from ol¢ chronic discase ; in the uterus of the
young wunnn, the Tining membrane was in a state of.
gangrene, with collections of pus permeating the fleshy
structure ; the ale were heautifully reticulated, the'
fimbrice seaied together, md to the ova ries with ‘tlnc!\
p].t‘illc Iymph.

I regret extremely, thdt, nolwxlh<hundm-* the man)
oppormv ities afforded for making post mor. tem exami-
nativns at the hospital at Point- Bt Charles, (.ux.ng the
last ‘season, there existed obstacles to carrying out
this desideratum,. in the espionage which was so dili-
gently and vigorou: sly kept up over all the actions and
operations of'the medical stafl’ there omplovcd gt s
altogether’ nnneces&axv now to vefer, execpt in sorrow,

to the origin of theqe obstacles ; suffice it to say, that

the co-mmssmncr to whom was entrusted the carry-
ing out of the vxew; of’ the' Provineial Government
wnh reference to the emigrants in their tr 'vlexltlnouglr
this city, had to bear not only the odium of many of
their estecmed medical friends and clients, who Md
taken a different view of the whole matter to that
which they had done, although it must be granted that :
they felt the same influcnces as ‘their oppomnt;, with
Ieg'nd to the safety or danger of themselves, their
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families, their business conmcctions, and the entire
community, but they had also to guard (what was
" more sacred to them) their professional reputation
against the onslaughts and attacks continually made’
against them, by and through a poziion of the press:
.'Under these circumstances, they felt themselves un.
willing to aggravate the amount of ill-feeling already
engendered against them, by ordering post-mortem
investigations to be. made ; and medical science has
_consequently on this, as on many previous occasions,
-suffered. . - “ ' . ‘

With regard to the sequele of this disease, or the
prospective condition or status of the body after con-
valescence had begun, the ¥ conditio morbida” being

_ considered past, no very lengthy remarks introductory
“of this topic will be requisite. - ‘ ;

. The disease having been originated by the intro-
_duction into the system of a specific poison, whose
sphere of action was mainly directed and concentrated
‘against the blood belonging to the left 'side’ of the
" heart, through the medium principally of the capillary
vessels spread out on the general mucous surface
SLpulmouary as well as digestive), and slightly, per-
‘haps, of the nerves of organic life, alterations of fune-
'tion were at once set up, which, in their train, estab-
lished morbid organic conditions ; due decarbonization
of the blood in the lungs being interrupted or impeded,
the supply of healthy arterial blood was not furnished
_to the heart (systemic) and vascular system, in the
first place, or to the brain and nervous system, in the
second. - Hence ensued the cessation of nutrition, or
.the development of that general cell formation neces-
* sary for the maintenance of the body and its coustituent
* parts ‘or organs in their state of health or perfectness
of action; hence, also, the results of the same de-
ficiency of supply in the impaired operations of the
cerebro-spinal axis, whether as regarded the manifesta-
tions of the mind’s working, or the performance,
through the great ganglionic system, 'of the operations
of organic life.  These ‘we have scen proved by the
various. indices of the stress of the disease as stated in
the complications, or rather, as I proposed in my last
- communication, the evidences of the development of
the disease as shown through the vascular and nervous
systems. - But, presuming that the means employed to
combat_these possible cfleets. were permitted to be
effectual ; that the disease in its erethistic state, or
* condition of activity, appeared to have subsided by
“resolution ;> and that the various functions began
again to display some of their wonted regularity and
order in procedure; what were the most frequent
‘sequences observed, or secondary proofs of the auterior
. existence of a condition different to that of health, and
confirmatory, too, that the matter of ‘the discase had
lefi its yet indelible ' mark behind? .~
I purpose classifying these under five heads:

. 1. Digestion appeared to have been partly re-estab-
- lighed, the appetite seemed good, the bowels were either
slightly torpid on the oue hand, from too perfect. ab-
_sorption of the watery particles of the aliment, or they
were triflingly relaxed on the other, from deficient ab-

sorption and vencus plethora still pevsisting ; the urine

was inclining to' pale, but evidently containing the
ammoniacal lithates. - Under these circumstances, we '
saw various indications of the want of health in the -
nervous system ; in some persons exhibited by imper-
fection or . incompleteness of the intellectual powers, '
weakness of memory, want of decision, uneasy or un.'
rafreshing sleep, favity volition, inability to move,
weakness in the limbs, tendency to relaxation: of the’
sphincters, trembling of the limbs or body on standing,
various forms of paralysis, from that of one of the
branches of the fifth or the ninth pair, to perfect hemi.
plegia, temporary inability to swallow, perfect loss of
speech, (of this last I have seen two cases, one of
which is still in the Montreal General Hospital), deaf. .
ness, persistent palpitation, fainting. fits, oppression of -
the lungs and pains. resembling pleuro, dynia, loss of
virility, amenorrhea, &ec. . . .

- 2. Again, in other cases, the first move towards
reparation could-not be effected, because although food
was received into the stomach, there was such impair-
ment of the organs of digestion and assimilation, and
such thoroughly interrupted absorption, that no matter
of nourishment 'was taken up, giving rise to tabes,
cachexy, or chlorosis, immediate results of a spancemic
condition of blood—(this was particularly shewn in
the case of onc of the medical men who returned to
Montreal very ill with the fever, from Grosse Isle : he
requested that he might be allowed to take milk only .
as his food, and I am informed by his attendant, my .
friend and colleague, Dr. Sutherland, that this young
man had as many as twenty alvine evacuations in the
course of the 24 hours, and they had every appearance
of the milk swallowed, unaltered in color or’consis-.
tence)—or an ignited match had been presented to'a
magazine of latent or suspended taberculose or scro-
phulous deposite ; we saw persistentdiarrheas ordysen.
teries, glandular ulcerations, phthisis, mesenteric de.:
generescences, amorphous or heterologous formations -
in the parenchyma of the lungs, liver, or kidney, indi-
cating also want of tonicity of the arteries and the. ar- -
tevial capillaries. .~ IV

8. Or with a disparity between the processes of
nutrition, or cell formation, and that of absorption,
we had various losses of tissue, in the form of bed-sores,
alcers, (cutaneous, mucous, and varicose) stomacace
maligna and noma, ulcerations of the labia. pudendi
and prepuce, diminution, almost disappearance, of the
mammary and other glands and fat, this Jast appearing
to be required for the maintenance of the pulmonary
combustion. Ce e

" 4. Or with apparently healthy digestion and assimi- .
lation, there was, notwithstanding, ‘such a lasting or
persistent loss of tonicity (if I may use the expression) -
of the veins, or such a want of the suction power of .
the right side of the heart, as stated by Marshall Hall,
that there was developed “a general venous condition
or excessive venousness,” according to Puchelt; the
result of this was, legs and thighs almost resembling
elephantiasis ;. ichthyosis of the skin everywhere, but
principally of the lower extremities; spinal irritation,
exhibited in various ways, as drowsiness or stupor,
cardinlgia, easy vomitings, nausca, oppression at the
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preecordia, lhreaténinﬂs ‘of jaundice, pains over the
liver and kidney, (x:dema or anasarca, abortion ‘or pre-
‘matare labour, various dropsw'd collections, and most
easily induced’ haemorrhatres fxom all the open suxfacee
of the body.
5th, and lastly, There was estabhshed after the
app'u'enﬂy successful management of the disease, or
fever case, such a predisposition, from the . already
imuaired vital resistance in the system, and the sus-
“cepiibility in the blood to be ‘acted upon by what
‘might appear to be new viras or poison (but which, I
feel constrained to consider and I;ehcve, belonged to
the same genus as the matter of this partlcular disease)
that we saw patients affected, after various lapses of
-time, - with. small pos, scarlet fever in its most
malignant forms, erysipelas, scorbutus, or purpura
Haamorrhamca.‘ One young man, who came into the
Montreal General Hospital, presented all the charac-
ters of genuine plague ;
. passenger from a Tarkish instead of a British port,
he would, in all probability, have been looked upon as
an au*homy for the erection of a lazaretto, and: the
establishment of a cordon sanitatre.

(To be concluded in the nc.z't number.)

Am' ‘{‘{I‘{ -IETHERI‘AL SOLUTION OP PRFPARDD
COTTON IN BURNS.,
By J. Crawrorp, M.D.
K Lecturer on Clinical Medicine, McGill College. : -

oI observe ‘in the last’ number of your Journal,
a short notice (taken from the Boston Journal) of a
‘new’ remedy, as. a surgical application to wounds,
namely, an wethereal solution of prepared cotton.”” 1
‘have lately had an opportunity of trying this remedy in
the case of a severe burn, and had the pIeasme of wit-
nessing & most satisfactory resalt. ‘I have to thank
'Dr. Payne, Dentist, of this city, not only for the sug-
gestion, but ‘also for baving afforded me the means of
‘trying it on the occasion. M) patient, a younfr gentle- |1
man residing at the same house with Dr. P., had a few
moments pnekus!), received a severe burn of the
face'and hands, from the accidental inflaming . of cam-
phine, or some such allied fluid ; after placing his
hands in iced water, I was preparing cotton wadding as
‘the most convenient appllcanon for the face, when Dr.
"Payne mentioned to me, that he had lately received,
from the United States, a new remedy, which he had
tried to an abrasion on his hand that ‘day, with imme-
‘diate relief. The wound sotreated, appeared covered by
& thin glazing or 'varnish, which pelfect]y excluded the
atmosphenc air—the’ prmc:pal desideratum'in these
cases. I at once adopted the cumresuon, pcrcewm«r
that it appeared to promise a very h"ht and convenient
- covering, while the'zther during its cvaporatwn, would
likely afford a coolmg apphcatzon. ‘ :

“The solution was accordingly brushed lightly over
the face, and a glazing was soon observed, and the
pa.mful sensation almost instantly subsided. .

'The want of a' sufficient quantity of the fluid to
cover ‘the hands, in like manner, prevented me treating
lhem in the same way. It will' be suﬂic:ent for my

so much so, that had he been.

shoulder obv:oudy depressed.

present object to state that nothmrr could be more s'ulsp
factory. than the result of the appllcauou, and I know
of none at all to be compared with it for convenience,
as wellas efficacy, in superficial burns of the face.
Momrea] July 21, 1848. '

'
'
v .

Arr. XXX.—A' CASE OF ISCHIO-RECTAL ABSCESS,
CAUSED BY AN INJURY OF THE NATES, PRo.
DUCING ' SYMPTOMS RESEMBLING THOSE OF
DISLOCATION INTO THE FORAMEN OVALE, AND
'J‘HOSE OF MORBUS COX/E—WITH REMARKS.

By R. P. HO“ARD, M. D

‘James S., mtat. 7 years and 9 momhs, of ecrofulous
diathesis, and slender frame, was in perfect health unt
Sunday, the 23d April, on which day, when running,
he fell on a large stone mear the steps of his dwelling,
and hart the left buttock. Soon afterwards he entered.-
the house, appeared ¢sick” and heavy, complained of
“pain in the belly,” ‘and lay upon thesofa. He rested
well that night, but continued sickly and dull the next
day, with the pain in the belly as before. His mother

‘|gave him salls and senna, which somewhat relieved

him, but he remained heavy, not inclined to play, but
disposed to sit and lie, On the 27th inst,, it was ob-
served for the first time that he walked lame, and that
one leg seemed to be longer than the other.’ Having
stripped and examined him, his father concluded: the
“hip to be out of joint;* the child now told that he fell
on a stone ‘and injured himself. During the night, he
corrplamed much of his belly. The following day,
practitioner saw the boy, and, believing it to be a dislo-
cation, attempted its reductlon, but desisted for want of
aid and appliances. . That night, he <uﬂ'ered glent pam
near the coceyx., -

I saw Him first on Qatnrdav thc 29th mst., when 1
noted the following observations: . He stands with the -
left knee advanced in front of the rlght, the limb ab.
ducted, with the foot rather everted, but not much so.
No )eanmg forward and to the left, .nor are the psoas’
and ilicus stretched.. Walks without dragging the leg,
bends the knee freely, and can. support the body on it
without pain, though he appears to lean chiefly on the
right limbh.  The spine is not curved, nor is either
‘The !e('t limb' may be
adducted without pain or force, and then seems o be
longer than its fellow. No pain on striking the heel or-
trochanter maJm “none in- front of, or behind the cap-
sule of the hip joint; none on rotating the head of the
femur in"the dcetabulum." Gre'lttendernesw on pressing -
Imht]y on’: the left' buttock, and here there has been
severe pain at intervals durmg yesterday and last night.
The left nates is. broader than the right, but not ﬂatter,

asif wasted, and the sulcus between itand the thigh not

obliterated. - The trochanter of this side seems to be
lower than the opponte, ‘and the internal’ condyle of the
right knee lies in the fossa, ahove the mternal condyle
of the left, thus giving the semblance of lengthening by
an inch and a half, mouah in reality the patellzz of both
sides are equi-distant fxom the anterior-superior, spinous
processes of the pelvis. ‘The head of the femur cannot
be felt in the perinenm, - Decubitus on the aflected hip,



' with the knee flexed; in this position the hamstrings

. miotion or displacement effected in this swelling by rotat-
... ing the limb ; no fracture of coceyx, nor of ischium.

. The margin of the anusis tumid, and exquisitely sensitive.

».cough looser.

. swelling: near the body of the left ischium, which was

. Skin warm, but moist; pulse 114, not firm, as before ;
- bowels costive, with much tenesmus; has a slight

. suppository of gr. }
- appeared easier this morning ; skin hot ‘and woist ;
~stool, and much healthy pus escaped with the feeces,
. giving immediate relief.” ' "The skin now is. cool and

i the joint; stands erect, with both feet together; and
~-walks without limp or pain. . The orifice by which the |
pus escaped situated about one in¢h within the rectum.
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are tensc ; complete extension' is difficult and painful,
" and the thigh cannot be as much flexed on the pelvis-as
the right one.. Never had pain or stiffness in the knee

* or hip joint, nor occasional darting pains duwn the thigh,
aggravated at night, nor did he previously, at any time,
feel fatigued after slight exertion. 1 .

. Skin hot 5 pulse 114, quick and firm’; tonguc farred
white ; appetite trifling since the accident ; bowels cos-
tive. - Ordered ‘a black draught at once, and 2 grs.
Dover, with 5 grs. hyd, cum creta three times a day;
low diet; fomentation to the hips. S

' 30th instant.—As before'; much heat about the hip ;
great tenderness of the left buttock,.where the stone
rstruck.  On ‘passing the finger up the rectum, I felt a

'so sensitive that the child roared when I touched it ; no

. Diagnosis.—Abscess forming in the  ischio-rectal
fossa.  Ordered, leeches, fomentations, and poultices to
the back of the joint and buttock, and to have a tea.
spoonful, every two hours, of the following mixture: 3
Ant, pot. tart. gr. ij., Aque § vij.

“1st May. As I was indebted to the kindness of Dr.
Crawford for the case, Iinformed iim of its progress,
and of my diagnosis, . He visited the boy with me, and,
after a close examination, coincided with the above
view. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
© 2d May. Rest much disturbed by the pain, which is
increased -even by the application of the poultices.

~cough ; the left buttock. over the tuber ischii is tense,

-swollen, hot, and painful, and conveys to the finger the |

characteristic sensation of a forming deep seated abscess.

‘Ordered a dose of castor oil, and'a poultice of hops. ‘
" 8d May. The iritability of the rectum persists.  The
left side of the anus, and a margin of about one inch of |
the perineum, on the same side, are of a crimson color
—aedematous—and present the appearance as if the
abscess. would point near the sphincter. The cough
increased ; pulse 112, small. ~ The powders and mix-
ture to be stopped, and the following substituted : % Vini
ipecac. 3ij.,Sp’t. wtheris nitrosi Siij., Tinet. Hyos. 3i.,
Aque 3 v 3ij. 3ssto be taken every two hours, A
opium at bed time, and a'warm
bath. ‘ R
~ 4th May. Rested better; had a rigor last night ;

‘pulse 120, small; irritability of the recium continues ;

‘ Ordered the evacuations to be examined
for ‘matter. T A
© bth May. The abscess opened last night while at

moist ; pulse 87; bowels yet irritable; the swelling
about the anus subsiding; the pain gone; no.stiffness of

13th May. The boy is well, and no signs remain
about the nates of the recent injury. He walks natu-
rally. © The orifice in the rectum not to be felt. .

‘1 saw the boy on the 26th of this month; he was
perfectly well, and used the left limb as well as the
right. . . ‘ ‘ R

‘ ' REMARKS. T
~ This case is interesting in several particulars: but
chiefly as it exhibits the possibility of an injury near the
fap joirt terminating in an abscess, producing symp.
toms, at first sight, resembling muchi those of dislocation
tnto the foramen ovale, and not a little those of . mordus
coze, in its early stages; yet establishing a clear diag-

nosts between these several

affections. For.the sake of

perspicuity, I will arrange the points of dissimilarity and

resemblance, which are. th
columns. .

Pointsof Dissimilarity between

" this cuse of Ischio-rectal Ab.
scess e

1. Produced by a violent fall
on the mates, ~ ~

2. Lamencss not observed till

.4 days alter the accident.

3. Adduction of the limb casy
and painless. .

4. "Toes and hieel rested”

+ floor. ' oL }

5. Appareat lengthening of 1§
inches. .+ o :

6. Appurent depression of tro.

 chanter major.

7. In the erect posture, 'no-
bending forwards, nor were

on thé

ed 50 as to furm-a tense ridge,

sensible (o sight and touch, -

8. Tfcad.of the femur noi felt
‘in the perincum, though a
buy of * slender fra
nu swelling. - -

the psoas and iliacus stretch.

me,” and

e most striking, in opposing

And Dislocation into the Fora-
men Ovale. '

1. Produced by a weight falling

" on the pelvis, while the trunk.
is. bent forward; "and the
thighs 'arc' scparated from
cach other. o

2. Lameness observed immne.

~ diatcly after the accident,

3.. Adduction of - the limb difti.

" cult'and peinfol. | ¢ ‘

4. Toes rest on the floor, heel
usually off the floor. .

3. Real lengthening from 13 to
2 inches. ‘

6. Real depression of trochanter .
major.

7. In'the crect posture, trunk

bent forward, and the stretch.

ed psoas’ and iiacus, form n

tense ridge on the side of the

thigh, sensible to sight and

touch, ' s

Head -of the femor felt in

the perincum, only in ' thin

patients, and in the absence

of swelling. ‘

8.

‘The progress, mode of treatment, and the result, in this cage’

were so manifestly opposite to what they
cation,” that it is needless to contrast them,

Points of Resemblance hetween .
this case of Ischio.rectal

- Abscess o

1. The limb advanced and ab.
ducted, - .

2. Toes slightly everted..

3. Complete extension and flex.
Jon difficult and 'painful, .-

4. Hamstrings tense, and knce

'somewhat flexed,

Points of Dissimilavity between

this case of Ischio.rectal

Abscess o
. Stiffness of the limb, &e.,
‘senge of fatigue and weakness

—

after slight exertion, were not -

‘complained of for svme time
" previous to the lameness,
2. No pain at any time in the

kuce, nor down the thigh. -

would. be in the “ digl. .

And Dislocation into the Fora.'
. men Ocale,

.. The Yimb advanced and ab.
ducted, : :

", 2. Tues everted in'some cases. .

*3. Complete extension and flex.. ‘
ion difficult and painful, .-
4. Hamstrings tense, and knee

somewhat flexed. - Ch
And a case of Morbus Coxee.

1. Stiffness of the limb, and a -

. scnse of fatigue and weakness
after slight exertion, 'com-
plained of for some time. pre.
vious to the lameness, o

2. Pain in the knee, and occa-
sional darting pains down the'
'thigh ; gencrally ‘worse at

night, -
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' 3. No pain in the hip itself, but
.. eeuted near the tu‘)enschu
4., Does not drag the limb when

* walking, but bcnds the. knee -

fteely.

5. Rasta on the sole of the foot,
and can bear the weight of

the body on the affected limb. .

6. Decubnue on the affected
ﬂxde
7. The affected limb not dzﬁ'cr.
ent in appcarance from its
fellow.
. 8 The affected nates not wast-
‘" ed, nor the sulcus between it
and the thigh at all effaced.

. 9. No real Iengt‘xemn
. 10. No pain in the hlp or knco

produced by striking the heel.

or trochanter major, nor by
rotation of the limb.
- 11. Neither pain in front of,

nor behind, the 1lco-fcmora]- '

capsule. ‘

12. A very brief pcnod clapsed,
accompamcd with acute pain,
but little constitutional dete-
‘rioration, before suppuration
and subsequent relief rcsullcd

13. The cure after suppuration
rapid and pcrfect. :

Pamts of Rcsemblancc betwern
this case of Isc]uo rectul .1b-
scess

1. Occurred in a youtlx of stru.
mous habit, connected with
cxternal m_;ury as lts cexciting’
cause,

2. Stands with “the left limb

- somewhat advanced, & lcans
but lightly on it; the foot is
 slightly everted.

3. Apparent lengthemlw of the -

‘ aﬁ‘ected limb.
4. Knee of aﬁ'octed hmb sound

5. Nates of left hap somewhat'
- broader than its fellow.

6 The left limb cannot be as

" much flexcd on the pelvis, as
the other.' .

1. Occursin youlhs o!slrumvus

*3. Pain in the aﬁ'ectcd hip oc-

casionally. .

4. Drags the limb whcn walkm«r

and carrics the limb strmght

as if there were no joint in
the knee.

5. Rests an the toes and ball of
the foot, and cannot bear the
weight of the body on the
affected limb.

6. Decubitus on the back: or
unaffected side.

7- The affected limb .is found
decidedly thinner, soficr, and
more shrunk, than the other.

8. The nates of the affected
side wasted, and the sulcus
between it and the t]uf'h
. more or less effaced.

*9. Real lengthening.

10. Pain in the hip or knee,
produccd by striking the heel
or trochanfer major, and by
rotating the limb.’

"'11. Pain in front of and‘belund ‘

the ileo.femoral capsulc ‘

12, Aprotmcled period clapses,

accompamed with great in»
crease of suffering, and con-
slitutional deterioration, be-
fore suppuration and subsc-
~_quent relief result.

13. The cure after suppuration,

. when 1t does occur, 1s tedious,
and at best imperfect.

" And a case of Morbus Coxa.

~ habit; it may (or may not)
"be connected with' external
injury as its exciting cause.
9. Stands with the affected limb
. somewhat advanced, & leans
but lightly on it; foot is gcnc-
rally everted.
3. Apparent lcnrrthcnuw of(he
" affected Innb in’ the carly
. stage,

4. Knee of aﬁ'cc(cd lunb «renc. .

rally sound.’

5. Nates of affected hip broader

" thau its fellow. ‘

6. The diseascd limb cannot be
as much flexed on the pelvis,

) as the other.

‘The abduction of the left hmb and the slight ever-

the aagle. The tenseness of the hamstrings, and con-
sequent flexion of the lenr:, was doubtless owing to the
irritation seated at tlie origin of the biceps, semi-mem-
branosus and semi-tendinosus muscles having been .
propagated to them, and exciting a spastic state of '
these’; hence the difficulty and pain caused by com.
plete extension and flexion of the limb. - The breadth -
of the left buttock, and its fulness, was owing to the
inflammation which ettended toward: the mesxan
line. =+ Co

One word respecting the treatment of the abscess, ‘
in which I did not follow the rule laid do“n in . our
handbooks, “an early and free opening.” I acted.
thus in conformity with the views of my former patron,
Dr. R. L. Macdonnell, and as this gentleman is, I he-
lieve, preparing an article on the subject, I forbear any
remarks on the merit of the respective rules of prac-
tice, but await the pul)llcatlon of ‘the authora own
views and experience, -

’\Iontxeal 20th’ June, 1848.

(To the Editor of the B. A. faurnal of Mecliéal Scignée.) ‘

1ject.

_sion of the foot in the precedmfr case, seem fully ac-
counted for by the inflicted injury exciting the gluteus
- maximus, the gemelh, the pyriformis, and obturator-|
© externus, to spastic action ; besides, lhls position would

most relieve the pain resulting from inflammation, and

its effects, effusion of seram, lymph and pus. The ap-

_parent lengthening is explained by the circumstance,
.- that the. patlent 1ested chiefly on- ‘the sound limb, and
., advanced the other (which was also abducted) so. as
“to steady the body; thus the ‘pelvis necessarlly fol-
~ lowed the movement of the limb, and its transverse
- axis; which’ normq]ly forms a right angle with the
" spine; now. formed an. oblique angle, and the limb

Dear Sir,—At the commencement of the course of
Medical Leclures, of the past session, in the M¢Gill Col-
lege, with the view of encouraging the study of forensic
medicine, a branch of medical education but recently -
introduced into that Institution, an inducement was of-
fered by me for the best essay on any medico-legal sub-
The accompanying paper on the ¢ Fatal doses of
Prussic Acid,” by Dr. William Wright, of this city, has
been judged the most meritorious; and behevmg its
perusal may prove Loth inleresting and instructive to
many of your readers, I send it for publlcatxon in_your
Joumal.—-—I remain, &ey
‘ co W. FR)\S]- n; M D., )
‘ Leclm er on Forensic Medicine, M¢ Gill Collcge.
" 8, Little: St. James Street, Jul), ‘1848. ‘

Art. XXXL~A M]~DICO LEGAL ESSAY ON FA
‘DOSES .OF PRUSSIC ACID.

By Wa Wricur, 3. D,
Curator of the Muscum. MGitl Collegc.

That a patient: has swallowed  poison, is suspected
when he becomes suddenly and ddnvelou;ly unsell,
though previously in perfect health, when the iliness 'sn-
pervenes after the taking of'moebl.x, and when it rapidly
passes to a fatal termination. Further evidences of the
fact, as well as-a knowledge of the particular agent em-
ployed, are to be sought for, from 1st, The symptoms;
2nd, The post-mortem appearances ; 3rd E\penmems
on amma]s; 4th, Chemical analysis; and 5th, Circum--
stantial evidence. These generalities have been intro-
duced, in order that some of them may be appropriated .
as topics for the discussion of the subject of this Essay ;.
and of these, the one that will now be considered em-
braces the Indications by whick a futul dose of prussic
acid warns us of its operation ‘on the human frame.

'I‘AL

would appear lengthened ‘according to the obliquity of

These may be' denved from the states of the e) e, face, ‘



. from which, on its conclusion, T will draw such infer-

I
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respiration, pu]ae, ‘heart, consciousness, volition, sensa-
tion, and motion; the presence of its characteristic
odour ; the hearing of a pecullar shriek, and the evacua-
tion of the contents of the intestines and bladder.  The
“detail of each of these will now be portraved sertalim ;

‘ences as I conceive to be wqrmntable.

The state of the Eyes.—1In general they have a glassy
or shining appearance, are prominent and staring, or
‘protrude through their partly closed lids, rendering the
cornea, parucularly projecting.  These marks did not
exist in seven cpnlepnc pauenta, poisoned by prussic
. acid in Paris; and in many recorded cases no allusion
has been made to them, either from their absence, which
is' most probable, or from their being overlooked, which
is-less likely. <« The pupils,” writes Perem, “are usual-
ly dilated, though sometimes contracted 5’ in some hlc
cases’ they are described as ¢ half full} dilated.”  In
one-third "of the instanees of poisoning by carbonic acid
gas, the pupils were dilated, and the eyes plomment and
shining,’ whlle man) diseases and other poxsons produce
like eftects.

Inﬁrences.—l That there is no constant state of the
ey es produced by prussic acid. C

. That the eyeballs most Uauallv are' prominent, and
parhcularly glistening or bright, and the pupils more than
normally dilated, and more or less insensible.

3. That when these arc present they alone are insuf-
ficient to declare the natule of the poison that had been
taken.

The state of the Facc.—As in nearly half the cases 01'
poisoning by carbonic acid gas, so from pxu::xc acid the
- countenance is pallid and placid, expressive of com-
_ posure and tranqmlhty. “The checks,” in a case: of
“Dr. Flemming’s, in 1846, “retained their natural rud-
“.diness.” - In one instance, the face was at first of a
% Dblack red,” but subsequently became pale and covered
~owith Jarge ‘dmps ‘of sweat ;

-greatly congested as to be almost purple.  The featares,

especially - in* these latter, may be very much- altered

from  muscular coniractions, the téeth clenched -and
- much foam, from "increased salivation, collected about
‘the lips, which are generally retracted and livid.  The
+ fallacies that might be urged ag'umt the above are nu-
_merous, and so obvious, as to require no recital here.

Inferences.—1. The countenance may retain its na-
_ tural appearance, and the ¢ checks their ruddiness.””
2. The counienance may be pale, calin 'md com-
posed as during sleep.
3. The face may be in a tate of livid tumeacenu,
. the. features dnstor[f*d and foam e\pcllcd from the
- mouth. : .
. 4."That the state dcscnbed in No. 3, beara an analog;
- 1o the state of the facein epllepsy, and that in No. 2, to
. that of half the cases of poisoning by carbonic acid gaa.ﬁ
~ Hence the. state of the face is an cquuocal mde\ of
- poisoning by prussic acid. .
5. That the condition delincated in No. 3, is’ due to

convulsive, xrretmlar or inordinate contraction of the fa-
- cial muscles, and that in No.’s 2 and 1, to an opposxtc
actlon. o

.in" others, it has been so.

vious, or there may be two or three deep hurried i msplra—
tions.,” Hufeland gives a case where, for some time, it
was imperceptible, when suddenly a single expiration -
was made, and with such power, that « the ribs seemed.
drawn almost to the spine.” Dr. Flemming’s patient,
above alluded 1o, ¢ breathed as if asleep.” Dr. Sewell
(B. A. Journal of Medical and Physical Science),
states, that the subject of a case to which he was called, .
was found on his back “snoring.” Mr. Nunnelly re-
ports the case of a man who « breathed slowly, convul-
sively, something like violent sobbing;” by the employ- -
ment of restoratives, deep inspirations were caused.
The recpxrauon, moreover, may be slow, laborious, and -
at intervals, or% decp and catching.” Inanimals, before
entirely ceasing, it has been ¢ hurried and panting,”” after
a large dose ; “ rapid and weak,” or ¢ slow and sighing,”
after a less one, and frequently « cpacmodlc.” when reQ
covery has occurreil,

Inferences.—1. That the re:plrauon is vanouxly af-
fected, after a fatal dose of prussxc acid has been swal-
lowed, and that it may be .

A. Nmaelc», a. just apprecmblc, as durmg a tranquil
sleep, or &. altogether imperceptible, in which case there

may be two or three deep inspirations or gasps, and one .
or more violent expirations before death.

B. Noisy from paralysis, as snoring. :

C. Noisy from convu]sxons, as a. violent sobs, or deep
and catching. . slow, prolonged, and laborious. .

.- That the effects of restoratives are to c'luse deep
mspxrahon ‘

3. That these vasieties are due to lhcxr being witness-.
ed at different periods after the poison had been taken,
to dissimilar amounts and strengths of the latter, and to -
uhosvncr'tsles of its wctxms.‘ .

4. That, owing to these dlscrepancxee we cannot
predxct with certainty, that any specific change will be
produccd upon the respiration by prussic acid.

_ 5. Neverthcless, it is not unlikely, coupling the effects
descubcd in the different reported cases, with ‘thoseé on
animals, that a fatal dosc of prussic acid, at first, accele-
rates the respiration, next diminishes if not stops it, and.
towards the end, causes momentarily, some exaggerated_
formofit. T hat, when convulsions or paralysis are pre-
sent in other. parts, its machinery may be’a participator .

1Y

| of them, by which its own character will be: materially

altered. - That should recovery, occur, the breathmg may
bccome spasmodic. . E

The state of the Pulse.~ Authors and case takers =1g.‘ .
mi’canﬂy declare that it is € imperceptible.” In‘a case
of Mr. Hicks’; it. was ¢ imperceptible,” though the
“ breathing was slow, laborious, and at long intervals.”

- Inferences—1. That our knowledge of the effects of "
a fatal dose of prussic acid on the pulse ‘i very barren, -
arising, it may be, from practitioners seeing’ thexr pa
tients just before or any time after death.. "~

- 2..In consequence, all that can be said is, that n ren-
ders the pulse lmpexceptlble and that this occurs before,
the entire stoppage of the respiration.

The state of the Heart, —1Its action is rendered mdls— ‘
tinct during life, and it continues to beat ﬁ.ebly for some
time, after all the evidences of death have set in. Fxom‘

lee state of t/ze Re.s;pzratzon.—“Breathmg not ob-

experiments on animals it appears that when the dose s -
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]aruc. there is a sxmultaneous cessation of its action with
the respirations ; but when it is less it continues to beat
‘feebly for two or threc minutes, after all mdmatxona of
sensation aud motion have ceased..
: ]nferences.—l That a fatal dOSb of pr ussic acid ren-
" ders the action of the heart less peiceptible than what it
‘normally is ; and that by a superfluous one, or, possibly,
in other cases, without this stipulation, its action’ may
oea~e with the extinction of respiration. - .

2. That most usually the heart beats feebly for two,

three, or more minutes after the other evidences of death
“have been devcloped.
Of Consciousness.—Persons after tak.no a fatal dose
of prussic acid, usually, are capable of malung rational
and expressive declarations, as well as of performing dif
ferent \'olumar) actions. . Entire loss of intellect shortly,
however, sets in, and in contradistinction to most cere-
“bro-spinants there is no delmum, mental hallucination, or
‘aberration of the mind. ' Dr. Sewell’s patient, afier swal-
lowing the liquid, cried out, “come to. me quick, I am
dylng ”~ A man, after undressing himself, at bed time,
swallowed 40ny of prussic acid, (strengthB}I per cent.,)
set down the glass that had held it, threw 'down the bed
ciethes, got into bed and covered Inmself up. He now
said to his swife, « Well, Bessy, I have taken Qomethma,
."and it will be all over with me in'a few minutes.” She
left the bed, ran to the door, and scre1med for aid.” The
child bemg frightened, crept to its father and said to
. him, ¢ dont leave me,” to which lle replied, “ no, my
~ dear, I'wont leave you,” . He now perceived his jaws
becoming stiff, and, cmmmed the sheet betwecen his
teeth, thinking ‘that he would like something to hold by,
-he felt his jaw becoming gradually tighter, and this was
all ‘he was, conscious of, until water was dashed in his
- face, (10 minutes after dunkmrr the poison,) when he
raised himself up, and, to hlb Qu:pnse, found ceveral per-
sons:round his bed. ‘

Inferences.-——l After’ sv*a]lowmg a fafal doac, its
‘vxchm retains his consciousness, reason and mtelhgence,
" for an interval of variable duration.

¢ 2. That this interval is usually short, and is euccecdul
by entire insensibility and unconsciousness.

3. That these effects are those which beloné to ity in
* common with other cerebro-spinants.

. 4. That the absence of delirium and mental h.x]lucum-

tlon are its negative characteristiés.

Of acts of Volition,.—As this is a topic that requires
J;]Xusu'atmns, I 'will introduce the' following. Au,ordmg
t0a eervant, his master; after swaliowing about $ss of
prussic_acid, (Schecle’s,) " cor rked’ the boltle, let. it fail,
‘;‘L\tended hls arms to save himself, and then fell to' the
“ground.”In'Dr.. Fiemmmg s case, tbe botﬂe was found

- Joosely corked in’the man’s right trowser pocket, and
itivas proved that he had swallowed %ss. of prussic acid
_drom that bottle. ~ A 'young girl, aﬂer swallowing %i. of
Scheele’s acid, put the ‘bottle into the front of her dress,
- threw her" hands ‘over her head, and then fell to ‘the
ground. - Dr. Sewell’s patient swallowed 3vij. of acid,
‘ (Scheele’s,) ‘then’ unlocked " the door, cried out for md,
went back to a'sofa, and stretched himself upon' it. " A

- dog; after’ “taking a fatal dose, went down, came: up, and |’

then re‘deacended the’ whole flight of a steep Wmdmg

nesses examined at Freeman’s

staircase.  Mr. Lowe mentions an instance of a man
who, afier taking a quantity of dilute pllIablc acid (Ph.
Lond.) cowtamma upwards of 2] grains of Anhydrous
acid, descended a flight of 30 alana, walked“’O paces, as
wcll as corked the bottle, and placed it in the pocket.of
his. undercoat. A lad after swallowing the poison, got
out of bed, walked round the foot of the bed to a chest
of drawers, walked back to bed, sat on the side of ity and
then, for the first time, lost all consciousness. A case
noted in the last section, is applicable here, as it exem-
plifies the enjoyment of the use of speech, and _the per-
formance of voluntary actions, after dxmkmg the poison,

The ensuing is recorded 1 by M. Godfrey, in the London

Medical Ga:ctte, (1847); *““a man aged 44, took

5ss.

of Scheele’s acid, wajked 10 paces to the head of the

stairs, descended the steps, 17 in number, and then pro-
ceeded rather quickly to a druggist’s shop, 45 paces dis-
tant, where he had procured the poison, he entered  the
Jxop in his vsual slow and casy manner,and asked “for
more of that prussic acid,” before he became evidently
affected by the original do<e. Mr. Nunnelly,in the
Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal, for July,
1846, reports the following remarkable case. A man
Q\vailowcd Svss. of Scheele’s- acid, (1-3 per cent. on’
qmlvxxa) from a tumbler which he found on the table
of a room on the ground floor, then rinsed the glass
out, threw the water used for this purpose, into and
about a spittoon, replaced the stopper in the bottle, put
the bottle into his pocket, ran up stairs with the’ tumbler
to a room on the floor above, placed the tumbler on a’
taile, and finally threw himself on the sofa, at the end
most remote me the part of the table on which he had
get the glass. ~ This man answered correctly a question
three’ mmuu.s after he had taken the poison. In Mr.
Newman’s case, (Guy’s Hospital Reporte 1845,) “the
bed clothes were smoothly drawn up to the deceased’s
shoulders, and there was no appearance whatever, of
disorder about them. - There had- evidently been no
struggling before death, and on a chair close to the back
of the bed, was found a phial with the cork init.” «An-
1polheoa1)’* assistant in Germany, -took Ziv. of prussic
acid, of the Davarian Phannacopma and’ was found
dead in bed, with an empty %ij. phial on ecach side of
the bed, the mattrags (used in Germany as a covering,)
was pu]led up as high as the breast, the right arm ex- 5
tended hencath it, and the left arm bent at the elbow.”
Judith Burwell, pregnant by Freeman, an apothecary’s
apprentice, was found one morning dead in her ‘hed, at
her right side was a 3j. phial, containing . 5iij. of prus<
sic acid, corked and wrapped in paper. - “T'he body Jay
ina composed posture, with the arms crossed over the:
trunls, and mostly covered up to ‘the chin by the bed -
clothes. *. I have brouglt this forward as an’exainple of
the capability of the performance of voluntary acts after
the swallowing of a fatal dose of prussic’ ‘acid ; notwith-
st'\ndmg the opinion of the m’qonty of the medical witl
trial, for, with the weight
of testimony that has been advanced the case does.not

become one of « lmpo%lblllly’,” but one of e\ceedmvly

great probability.
Tnferenccs.——l That a person, aftel 1ahmg a fat'xl
dose ‘of prussic acid, may retain for a period sulliciens -



. . . -

On Fatal Doscs of Prussic JAcid.

97

. command over the voluntary mu~clc», as to be able to
1000mp]l5h various diversified and complicated actions.
. That the duration of this period cannot, from the
abacnce ‘of well timed facts, be correctly ﬁ\ed but that
“a dircct ratio exists between its lengih, and 1he posses-
smn of consciousness..

. 3. That the powers of epecch m:q not nnmedntcl} be
anmhllated by a fatal dose, and, it is not unlikely, that
they may be enjoyed as long as power and command
over the voluntary muscles, generally, are maintained.

EN That, asin one instance,a rational answer was
* spoken by the victim, to a question threc minutes after

he had swallowed the fatal dose, so a fortiori the pe-
riod, during which consciousness, volition, and motion
Sare e\crnble, wight be, posub}v of three mmutes dura-
tion. -

5. That, with this I\nowledrre, we should be prep'lred
to make allowanee for the folfilment of different intricate
+ performances, in the interval of consciousness and mus-
cular control, which follows the taking of the poison.

6. Convulslons occurred in none of the cases cited
abo»e, it is therefore erronedus to connect them exclu.

_ sively’ with those of slow death, or with. those whose
. subjeets enjoyed more or less muwn]ar uontrol prior to
de'xth.

, 7. That the {'oregomv is the very reverse + of the opin-
ions that were generally believed in 1829, when Free-
man was tried. .

Of Sensation.—Like the last, its description may be
beat gleaned from illustrations. ~ The man whose case
was inserted under the head of consciousness, lost all
“ his ﬁ.ehng, until water was dashed in bis face, when
the sensations that he 1e1t were most awful, and could
not be described by him. "It is probable that the sensa-
tions may not be unpleasurable prior to their abolition.
Thus, in an instance which occurred at Worcester, the
pCl‘bOﬂ in réply to the interrogation, had he heen taking
poison, replied, smiling, “ no—no it is al} right, take no
nolxcc, give me your hand old fellow.”  Dr. Geoghe.
" gan’s patient, {Dublm, Medical Journal, Nov. 193'),)
after taking 3i). prussic acid, (P. D.) c\peucrccd a
" sensation of cxtreme bxllemcss in the mouth, and loud
ringing in the’ ears; he aflerwards became msenblble,
dnd convulsed, but by restoratives he became speedily
sensnble, then vomiied, half an hour after which, he
".was quite well, with the exception of pain and a feeling
-of distention in the head, which continued for the re-
mainder of the day. -As regards animals, all indications
~of sensation rapidly, cease, but return should lhe) sur-
vive the eflects of the poison.

Infe)ences.-—l That, with loss- of oolm,lousness,
there is also loss of sensation. | ' ' -
~ 2. Prior to the occurrence of which, it is not. unlikely
that the feelings are not of a disagrecable nature.’

.3, That prussic acid pxoduces some particular effects
on the speual senses, as~ great bxttemew: of taate, and
loud ringing in the ears, ‘

4. That, should restoratives bc successfu] Qemahon
‘ returns, accompamed with feelings more or less per-

verted, and varying from thoec or shghl uneasmess, to
- those of great agony. .. ‘

5. That the property whnch prussw acul pos;ecses of

obliterating’ scn«“mon, clas<ea 1t amung the 'mmatbetlc
agents.

Of JMotion. —Motion may be cnher, 1st Voluntar) 500
2d, Involuntary, either of which may be present or ab-
sent.  As sullicient has been written ‘of the first, under
the section of volition, the subjeet of involuntary motion,
will now, alone, engross attention. - Dr. Geoghegan’s pa-
tient, after swallowi ing 3ij. prussic acid, (P. D.) walk-
ed a few paces, with difficulty, retraced his steps, leant
on a table, became insensible, and fell backwards.
In this state, he remained for three or four minutes,
during which time he was violently convulsed, his teeth
were clenched, and swallowing' was prevented ; after
he becameé m~enmb’e, and ,wlule leaning on the table,
his thighs got rigid and were gvawn upon the abdomen..
As he was falling, he was caught and placed on the
ground, when the upper extremities were seen to be
also rigid, and on drawing them from the side ‘they
forcibly reverted to their former position.  The eyelids -
were closed, and the facial muscles violently ‘convulsed. .
A patient of Mr. Hick’s, after swallowmg a quantity of
hydrous acid, which contamed 9-10 grains of pure anhy-
drous acid, ¢ ttﬂrtul up, threw her hands over her head, .
stood for a seeond, and then running forward for a ::hort
distance, with great violence fell, with her head first, to
the ground, after which she never moved. The teeth
were clenched, the eyelids partly closed, the body so

‘'strongly convu]aed that the "head secmed buried ‘be-

tween the shoulders, and the arms nearly turned round,
by. the action of the pmnator muscles.”  The frequent
absence of couvulsions in poisoning by prussic acid, is
proved by the numerous cases, with remarks thereon,
that have been advanced under the head of volition, and
it is sufficient, here, merely to add that Surgeon Norbland, .
in 1843, reported one; H. Letheby, M.B.,in 1844, two
instances where no cevidences of any =trugglmg exlbted
As the latter are interesting and peculiar, I shall quote
the following, from the account of Dr. Letheby, who
says, “1° “found them,” (C. W. Duckett and Elizabeth
Williams,) «lying on he bed, with their clothes on and
in such a nutural position that, at first sight, any one.
would have supposed they were merely sleepmg
 Their features wore the calm, smiling expressions of
persons who had died "without the least agony or con-

vulsion.” ¢ The clothes were not any where disar-
ranged or tossed.”. ¢ The deceased gentleman had
purchased 3ij. of prussic acid, and no doubt they drank

it aunu]taneouelv, while they sat upon the bed, for’ two .
tea cups were found close by them.”” . From' experi-.
ments with fatal doses of prussic acid, on animals, by
Mr. \mnnelly, it appears that after the capability of volun-
tary motion ceases, strong convulsions Jmay" precede
death ; that there are spasms, tonie or c]omc, accordmg

| to'the amount of poison administered, and their " suscep -

hbxlxty to its operation'; that if the dose or susceptlblhty
be less, rigidity of the muscles soon diminishes or ceases,

and is followed by paralvsxs, more ‘or less complete,
wlnch with increasing weakness, may continue alone,-
up to dcath or alternate with convulsions. ' Dr. Letheby,
writes, ¢ of the great number of experiments which I
have made on animals, I do not remember ever to have
seen death produced, even by the most potent dOse of
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prussic acxd Wi nhout some convulsxon
they are very violent.”” « :

Inferences.—1. That the most xmportant varieties
of mvolunt-xr) ‘motjon, observable after fatal doses of
" prussic acid have been swallowed, are 1, tonic spasm
or tetanic rigidity, and 2, clonic spa~ms or convnlsions,
(epilepsy.)

2. .That prebably tbe tonic result from a major dose
-and greater susceptibility ; and the clonic from a'minor
dose and less susceptibility.

&« nnd generally

- That both, more cspecxally from a maximum dose, '

may be absent.
4, That death is least rapid in cases of convulaxons.
5. That convulsions may be succeeded by rigidity.
6. That rigidity can occur without convulsions, and
that it usually appcars on thc departure of conscious -
ness.
7. That the 2 bscnce of convulsions is denoted by
placidity of the countenance, non-clenching of the

hands, natural posture, want of dcmnwcment of' the ’

clothes and other marks of struggling.

8. That the results from expenments on amm'zla, as
regards convul:xons, are not to be expected in the
human subjeet, in whem convulsmns are not constant,
but occasional symptoms. -
~ Of the Odour.—Much value has been attached to the
detection of it in the breath; but this is not always

_attainable, as is shown in some late cases that have
been published. - When present, it is not always equally
powerf'ul, varying remarkably in different instances.
Thus, in one instance of Mr. Nunnelly’s, “it was so
strong that I had an effect from it for some hours after.
wards, that is, constriction about the pharynx.”> On

' the other hand, its existence has been rendered ques-
tionable by the conflicting statements of witnesses,
some decluring it was rema:kab]y evident, and others
strenuously contrndlctnm such’ assertions.  Further
remarks on this subject arc deferred to another section.

Inferenccs.-—l That the odour i is notalways present
in the breath in cases of poisoning Ly prussic acid.

2. T hat, therefore, the presence of the odour is a

roof of the presence. of the acid; but the absence of
the odour is no proof of the absence of the acid.

8. That if present, it may be questionable from 1st,
its weakness, which may be due to many causes.  2d,

its being masked by other odours ; and 3d, from dxscm ds
in the opinions of those testing it. -

. Of the Shriek. —Its occarrence has had a 'm,'u deal

Cof lmportancc ‘attached to it, and has been vxcwed by
many as pathogneumonic of poisoning by prussic acid.

" In this, however, all do not concur; for Mr. Hicks, in
1845, s‘ud, “although I have read ‘over every case
published in the dxﬂ'ercnt works on poisons and medi-

“cal jurisprudence. ¥ have not found a single instance
where a shriek. has been mentioned as occurring prior
to death.”  Since then, Mr. Nun.qu perfoxmcd 80
expenments on dogs, .and a still’ greater number on
other creatures, and informs s that: it occurs in only
one-half the victims, and that it is a peculiar cry, indi-
cative of severe distress, different from anything heard
in any other state, and, as hc ‘thinks, .* characteristic
of lhe poxson-” In a late case oi‘ Dr. Guy s, the only

©

nppm\mntmu to a <hnels were Ioud gasping msplra.
tions, which we have bhefore noted as not uncommon -
precedents of death from a fatal dose of prussic acid.

One casc in which a shrielt was stated to. have been .

heard, was that of Mrs. Belaney, and it was imme.
di'ltclv uttered ¢ when told she had swallowed some of
that hot drink with whose properties she was ac-
quainted.”

Inferences.—1. That in man the absence of the
shriek is the rule, its presence the exception.

2. It is not improbable that loud gasping inspira-.
tions have been mistaken for it. ‘
. 3. That whon it does occur, it is most likely a sim-
ple expression of terror, wherefore it might be present

only in accidental and homicidal cases, and might pos.

sibly aid in dlSlu]f"llls}unﬂ' such from those which were
suicidal.

4. That it would most Izke]y occur in eases of con- .

vulsions or ‘epilepsy..
5. 'That, !hercf‘oxe, it is most common in brutee as.
in them these are most common.

Eracuation of the contents of the Bladder nnd Rec.
tum.—This has been laid down as a symptom of
poisoning by prussic acid, but upon what grounds it is

diflicult tc say, for in nearly every reported case, its .

mention has been omitted, pos:nbly from oversight, but
more thau likely from its non-occurrence. Tn Mr.
Nunnelly’s experiments, the fieces were passed alone
in onc-tenth of the cases ; in another, one-tenth, both

feces and urine; in a far larger number the urine

alone, and in d)ou' two-fifths ncuher ficces nov. unne
were voided.

Inferences.—1. Ifthc evacuation ofthe bladder 'md '

rectum he an indication of poisoning by prussic acid, it
is 'm aceidental rather than an essential one. ‘
Ifan 'malofr_y is to be drawn from experiments on
amm'lls, it is probable that in the, human subject the
urine: would he most frequently voided alone ; and
next, often the f.nccs \vlth the urmc or the formcn
alone. .
Poisoning by pxussxc acid mmhtbc confouudcd wlth
that fr6m oxalic. acid, and the narcotics the most pro-

bable of which would bc oplum, alcohol, and cmbomcﬁ

acid gas.
Some diseases Lear some pomts of snmlauty to it
Thus apoplexy, like .it, occasionally comes on imme-

diately after a meal, causes dilated pupils now and

then—convulsions and death within an hour; the
symploms of epilepsy, like it, almost always begin

abruptly, and arc occasionally somewhat similar.

From ¢ erehr al, spinal, and cardnc dlscasec, as from it,
death ‘may occur suddenly ; and in syncopal asphyxia,.
as after the maximum fatal doses of prussic acid, the

person lmmedmtcly seems to swoon, and dies thhout K

a struggle.

competent to testify to the operation of Prussic acid;
and, on the other, laconically, to mention a fow of thc

most plommem .eamres of the fallacws, the presence ‘

‘As ]engtbened discussions on the com-
parauvc peculmrmes of cach ‘would not evcntmlly
render the diagnosis clearer, it is quite sufficient, for all
practical purposes, to assert, on the one side, that there
are certain circumstances, which,. if present, are fuily -
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of which would neg‘ativé its existence. Thus epilepsy
is preceded hy certain warnings; it generally lasts
' longer than a day, and its first paroxysm rarely, if ever;
“causes death.  Poisoning by carbonic acid gas could
' not occur without the presence of conditions necessary
- for its production. . Indrunkenness the alcoholic odour
is imparted to the hreath, muscular power is in a great
- measure retained, and delirium’ with various mental
affections differing with the individual character, are
present. The history of the case, if aitainable, would
" throw great light upon the obscurity of each and every
- state, that might otherwise lead to confusion, with the
. exception, . probably, 'of " that "of syncopal asphyxia,
which very seldom occurs in any but women, at the
end of, or just after pregnancy. = The circumstances
‘which are sufficient to testify to the operation of prus-
"' sic acid, are the detection of its peculiar odour, and the
» rapid occurrence, with short duration, after swallow-
ing some substance, of epileptic, tetanic, or paralytic
symptoms, loss of sensation, consciousness, and power
of voluntary motion, without delirium or mental hallu-
cination.  If the case be one of suicide or. accident,
much knowledge may be expected to be derived from
‘parties conneccted ‘with the victim, as to the poison
taken, and if any of it be attainable, chemical analysis
will put the matter beyond doubt. :
‘The following is a contrast of the. symptoms pro-
duced by fatal doses of Prussic acid and Opium :—
. Prussic Acid. © Opiam.

The Symptoms begin imme.

diately, or they may be de-
iayed only a few minutes.
Hence coma is speedily in-
" duced, and is seldom delayed
beyond two minutes..
. Convulsions occasivnally.
* Pupil usually dilated. ‘
" Respiration various, (vide for-
mer page.) ! "
Pulse imperceptible.

Thesyniptoms do not begin im-

- mediately, there being an in.
terval of 10, 15, or 30 min.
Heuce coma comes on gra.
. dually, and is scldom seen
Juntil after the Japse of a
. quarter of an hour.
Convulsions rarely, .’

"Pupil  most Irt:qucn(lj' ‘c“on‘-

tracted. )
Breathes "slowly and  almost
“impereeptibly. ) /
Pualse full, slow, rarely frequent.

" Little, if any, tendeney to Greater tendency to vamiting.
* vomiting.’ ‘ ‘ - ‘
Terminates within an hour. Terminates within six or twelve
. . L hours,
A (To he continued.) "

~ PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOGY.

Primary Action of Chloreform : Its Egfect on the Iris—Daur-
ing the primary action of chlorofurm’ on the system, different
schsations. seem to he expetienced.  In'the great majority of
persons, and cspecelally among females, they arc undoubtedly of a
highly plcasurable description. In some cases even, where the

- cflects to thosc looking on are somewhat - distressing—when, for
example, sobs, tears, and crying accompany the unconsciousness

—oh recovery they scem anxious to have it aguin, and state their |
¥y guin,

feclings to have been delightful, as if they were enjoying pleasant
dreams. Small doses, in men, often cause the most extravagant
gaicly, bursts of laughter, humorous gesticulations, and a similar
scries of phenomena to that produced on inhaling nitrons oxide
gas.. The special senscs of hearing and sight are also in some
cases more or less perverted. | Humming, buzzing, rvaring, and
nusical noises, arc heard in some; whilst in others a mistiness of
view, 'or green or yellow colouration, are given to surrounding
phjects, fon ; ‘ K ) ‘

The cffeets on the contractions of the iris are, of course, in
conneetion with the changes produced in the brain.  In many,
cases it underwent no alteration. ' In a few, especially in those.
who breathed stertorously, the pupil was somecwhat dilated. 1t
was ncver observed contracted, as in some cases of inflammation’
of the brain—Dr. H. Bennctf's Report: Ldinburgh Monthly
Journal, January, 1848. G L

* Detecticn of Human Skin by the Microscope.—~At the last
mceting, Mr. Jon Quekett, the microscopic demonstrator to the
Royal College of Surgeons, read a very interesting paper on' the
importanee of the microseope in the determination of minute
structures of a doubtful nature.  The author stated that his ob.
ject in bringing this communication before the society, was to
point out how minute portions of skin, which had been exposed to
the air for centuries, could be recognised as human... There ex~:
isted in this country certain traditions, that persons who had
committed sacrilege were flayed, and their skins nailed to the
doors of the churches they had robbed, as a terror to the sacrile-
gists; and three portions of such skin had been forwarded to the
author, for cxamination, by Albert Ray, Esq., the secretary of the
Archzological Socicty. 'The first was taken from one of the
doors of Worcester Cathedral, where now only purtions remain
underneath the ornamental clamps and hinges. The second
specimen was taken from the church-door of Iladstock, in Essex,
where' it had been proteeted, for many. centuries, by an iron-
grating; this' portion of ‘'skin was said to have been thatof a
Danish pirate, and is supposed to be nearly 900 years old.  The
third gpecimen was taken from the church-door of Copford, also
in Fssex.  On all the specimens, Mr. Quekett suceceded in find.
ing two or three hairs, which the microscope clearly proved to be
human.  Thus this valuable instrument is able to confirm a tradi.
tion, and prove the fonmer prevalence of a practice whieh had

| been doubted by many archeeologists.—Dublin Medical Press.

On the Treatment of Phthisis Pulmonalis by Cod Liver
Oil ; by Dr. Buenes Besyerr.—The effect’ of the oil in
many cases of phthisis is very striking, and is well seen in
hospital and dispensary practice. Individuals presenting
emaciation, profuse sweals, constant cough and expectora-
tion, as most ‘prominenti symptoms, with a degree of weak-
ness that prevents their standing alone, after a' few weeks?
use of it are enatled to get up with ease and walk about, with .
a visible imprdvement in their general health, and an in-
creased amount of flesh. . The physical siges of the disease
may continue unaffected for some time ; but if the treatment
be continued, the moist gurgling rales are-exchanged for dry
blowing sounds, which become more. and more persistent,
pectoriloquy is merged into bronchophony, the respiration is
casier, and a check is evidently given to the ulcerative pro-
cess, and the formation of purulent matter in the air passages.
Tn this state, patients often feel themselves so well that they

{insist on leaving the hospital; or give up their atlendance on

the dispensary.  Dr. Bennett has frequently found it impos-
sible to prevail on such persons to continue the treatment,
and the consequence is, that, again returning to their often
unhealthy employment and bad diet, and exposed to the
other causes favorable to the production of the disease, the
distressing symptoms again recur. Several cases, with one
or more caverns in the lungs, have in this manner returned
to the infirmary from four to seven or eight times during the ’
last six years, and on cach occasion have gone out in their’
own opinion. nerfectly cured.: R
Notwithstanding the difficulties which have presented
themselves in bringing about a complete cure of the discase,
Dr. Bennett las succeeded, in several cases, in ascertaining
that caverns have completely healed up, every symptom and
physical sign indicating their presence having disappeared,
and only slight dulness on percussion, and increased ‘vocal
resonance remaining as a proof of the puckering and indu-

ration of the pulmonary parenchyma attendant on the cica-
trix, He gives two unequivocal cases where this occurred,
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" Periscope.— Cases Treated by Etherial Solution of Gun Cotlon.

and alludes to others which
 future time. ‘ Lo : : :
Most cases of pirthisis pulmonalis, especially in the ‘ad-
:vanced stage, are affected with more or less dyspepsia, which
_renders ‘the stomach irritable, causes total loss - of appetite,
‘aud is often the cause that prevents nowrishment from being
,taken. In many instances there is no difficulty in employing
the oil under these circumstances, but in others it cannot be
retained on the stomach. 1t will thenbe necessary to calm
the irritability of the organ, and the best remedy for this
purpose, according to Dr. B.%s experience, is,naphtha. It is
to the power of this substance checking vomiting, and there-
by allowing nourishment 10 be retained, that he attributes
the advantages which have atlended its use in the practice
of Dr. J. Hastings, and others. The diet should always be
nutritive, without being stimulating ; and counter-irritation
"to- the chest is an excellent aunxiliary. This treatment
should be perseveringly persisted in; whilst, to prevent
fresh exudations of tubercular maiter, an equable tempera-
ture is of the highest importance. To eguable temperature
must be ascribed the advantages of favoured localities for
phthisis, and with proper precautions it can be very well
maintained in this climate.—Monthly Journal of Hedical
Sciences. : R L S

he purposes publishing at some
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 SUREERY.

" Surgical cuses ireated by Muynards Etherial Solulion .of
. Gun Cotion.~In the follcwing instance the utility of this new
dressing is shown by the fact of its beiny unaffected by, cold
water applications, and not-lossened by suppurative discharges.

‘We quote the following cases:— . o
" Case V11 —Last September » young man had his hand caught
by a circular saw, ard dreadfully lacerated. The index finger
was entirely separated near the mmddle of the third phalanx. ‘Vbe-
third phalanx of the sccond finger had roccived a lacerated weund,
extending to the bone. The third finger was aleo removed at the
- joint-of the secend with the third phalanx.  There was, besides,
.a lacerated wound on the palmar surface of the fourth finger.
- The boue of the third finger protruding ncarly an jneh beyond the
. integuments, it was necessary to amputate it through the niddle
of the first phalanx. The index finger being. greatly mutilated, a
new flap was required to form a proper stump. Tlis being done,
the flaps of the smputated extremities were brought into their
proper. position, and there refained by narrow straps of cotton
cloth made adherent with the adbesive solution. ‘The severity
" and nature of the accident causing great pain, sedative lotionsand
cold irrigations wefe repeatedly applied.  The constant moisture
from thesc sourees bad no cflect in loosening the aitachment” of
- the straps. ' "Fhe exfoliatian of a partion of the bone of one finger
Secssioned for some days a considerable discharge of pus, ‘which
- did not, however, lessen the adherence of the solution. L
-~ ""This easecertainly cfliciently tested these invalueble qualities of
the adhesive sclution, showing ils superiority over all other species

- of plasters. 8 R
- ’Another . advantage lo be ‘derived from this ncw method of
dressing, and-of which I have frequently availed myself, is in its
peculiar adaptation to thosc cases, where, though the process of
© cicatrization: is completed, vet the newlg=uniied flaps are painfully
tender to external impressions.  In such cases 1 Bave pursued the
“ following method.. ITaving prepared several very tinn layers of
raw cotton, the surfuce of the rccently-healed stamp should. be
“frecly moistened with the ndhesive solution, and a Jayer of the
_cotton instantly applicd and made smoothly adherént. ” Proceed
_-in this'manner uatil the whole snrface is thinly covered.” When
this first: layer is' perfectly dry;-upply the solution over it inime-
diately, adding a'second thin layer. “Repeat this process: two or
" three times, and a solid encasement will be obtained, of such firm-
ness as to effectually shield the delicate cuticle from: any ordinary
“ violence. In the casc alluded to, this method was adopted after
the stumps had become cicatrized, -as the sensitivencss of their
extremities precluded the patient from performing any manual

labour.  Perfect protection being aflorded by the above dressing,
he was ut onee enabled to'resune Lis work, o
. Besides the advantages profiered by this new * adhesive solu.
tion,” as shown in the eases alrcady adduced, I have found its-
utility could be judiciously extended to various others within the
domain of surgery, | | o . N
"Among these mdy he instanced indolent uleers, in the treatment -
of which it has proved a valuable auxiliary.  ‘The principle of ifs
ageney is tite same as in ** Bayntows method,” of which, in its
application, it is. only a slizht modification. The advantages,
liowever, which I conceive this new method fo possess over that
of ¥ Baynton's,” are these, vig.—1st. The irritation of the healthy
integuments from the. resizous composition. of the common ‘
plusters, is'entirely obviated. - 2nd. ‘The tenscily of adhesion is
snuch as rarely to require rencwal of the dressing in conscquence
i s insoluble in water, the frequent
detach the dressing. o

ablution of the limb will not

Cuse VIZL.—Mr. 1, wt. 56, had been troubled, between six and
seven years, with several indolent uleers on the left leg.  The
largast of these was situated on the anterior and external susface
of the tibia, at the junction of the middle with the lower third. .
1t measured three and three quarter inches in its lung dismeter, by
two and a hall inches m its transverseone. “The exeavation from
loss of substance was near a third of an inch in depth. 'The
cachectic condition of the patient requiring 2 tonic treatment, the
ferruginous preparations were administered, and stimulunt appii-
cations to the pale, flabby granulations. o
Under this treatment, ot some months conti
was greatly improved.

nuauce, his heglth
The surface of the largest ulcer had
diminishied zbout an inch. The sizcof the smaller oncs was pro-
portionally deercased.  They then scemed to remain stationary,
possibly because the patient, residing at a distance and constant
sipervision being, theréfore, impessible; he was deprived in a
measure of the beneSeial cffects af compression from * Baynton's
method.” - The common adhesive straps being constantly dis-
placed, and the irritation arising from their resinous nature pro- -
ducing a painful erytheaa of the skin, the adhesive solution was
substituted in place of the usual dressings, in the following man-
ner :—Straps of cotton cloth, about an inch in. width, were pre-
parcd, and atiached, by meuns of the solution, at a poinl'two
inches from the circumlference of the uleer, commencing at the
lower border. . Drawing the opposite margins of the uleer in closer
proximity, the free extremity of the strap was then :'machqd as
before, - Proceeding thus, the surfaco of the vleer with the sur-
rounding tissues was equably compressed and firmly supported.”
The smaller uleers were likewise similarly treated..
The patient intending to be absent for a ' month, he was directed
to shower the Lmb daily with cold weter, and to puncture the
dressing with a penknife over the lower border of the uteer, when.
ever an recumulation of fluid oceurred, requiting egress. |
At the expivation of the month, he again presented. himself.
The superiority of this species of dressing was now plainly obvious,
Even after this lapse of time, in spite of the prolonged friction and
frequent ablutions o wiich the strips had been subjected, they
were still perfectly adherentst, Upon-their removal, the smaller
alecrs awere found entirely covered with a firm healthy cieatrix.
The large uleer had decreased from its ormer size 16 less than an
inch in dinmeter.  The mranulaiions were nealy cven with the,
adjoining skin, and were of a healthy appearanee. ~The potient -
cxpressed great satisfuction at the reliel and comfort afforded by
this new dressing. : K I I ‘
 "There is yel another purposc to which I haveTornd the adhe-
sive sulution applicable, which its peeuliar gualities suggested Lo,
me,"viz., as sn artificial ¢kin in the treatment of some cases
of burns and scalds. . Judging from the idstauces in which it has
been thus. used, it would seem to ment more cxtensive . trial
Aware how - diflicult it is to-fix a proper cstimale upon the value
of any remedial.agent, T aum unable to state’ to what extent this
mode may be preferable to existing ones. - This point could only
be satisfactorily. dvcided 'in case of two distinet barns, of cqual
extent and severily, occurring to the same individual, the ane.
being dressed exclusively ‘with the selution, and the other being-
sixi»jéctetl 1o former modés of treatment.  In such a case, the re-

‘sult wonld determine its actual value. ' As no opportunity has as.

yet presented the requisite conditions for such a test, I will only.

promise, that in the few cascs in which it has thus far been relied

upon, it has apparently justified the favourable ‘opinien in which
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fieory is warranted in indulging.  Iis nature is such that it
forms, immediately after application, a firm transparent cozting,
! pcrfccﬁy protecting the denuded surface from all contact with (he
air. The injured part. thus exempt from this source of irritation
through the medinm of an artificial skin, the most faynllrnble con,
& gition is afforded nature to repair the lost tissues and effect rapid
1 cicatrization. Shmx}d,pus or scrum collect beneath, a minute
puncture allows it to cxude, after which it shouid be re.scaled
with a drup of the solutien. " I will only. aliude to two of the cases
in which it has thus been employed. ‘ C

Case 1X.—{r. — , sbout 23, an"eperative. in a factory,
3 was scalded by the bursting of a steam pipe while at work. The
5 injury extended over the side of the right cheek, temple, a portion
of the forchcad, and across the nose.  1ic was seen within halfan
% hour after the necident. " An immediaie application of the adhe-
& sive solution was made to the sealded surface, it beinr gently
painted over. with a large camel’s hair pencil. Waiting a few
seconds for the first coating to become. dry, a sccond and third
were added.  After the momentary smarting from the ether hold-

‘
5

]
|

greatly relieved, and, shortly after, ceasing entirely, he returned
& tohis work. The patient expericaced no further trouble.
- Case X.—Is that of a man who reeeived a burn from 2 cam-
& phine lamp which accidentally exploded. 'The burn was ex-
temely painful, involving the face, hands, and parts of the body.
The-immediate application of the adhesive solution was resorted
to. For an instant the pain. was incressed, but guickly subsided,
leaving the patient much relicved  from his' previous sufiering.,
Qccasonal re-applications were made, to ensure occlusion from
the atmosphere.  Rapid cieatrization took place, and after the
dressing gradually wore off, the features were free from all scars,
The wmediate application of the solution is preferable in burns
_ofthe firet three degrees.  Tu thasc of the fourth degree, it may
‘e advantageons to extend wide straps of cofton cloth across the
sarface of the hurn' (where Jarge sloughs are likely to oceur), and
-altech them to the adjoining kealthy skin.  This wonid permit of
their rezdy removal for the purpose of inspeetion of the parts be-
neath—the external surface of the cloth being saturated with the
_ solution, thereby effectually excluding the air. ‘ o
Before closing thisabstract of cases, demonstrating the varicd
~adeptation of this nuvel addition to surgery, T will add a casc in
illustration of a mode of dressing lacerated wounds of the scalp,
which has been followed by beneficiz! results.. By this simple
plan, the erysipelatous inflammation so frequently supervening ow
\”ltf cmployment of sutures, is necessarily impossible, while the re.
quisite juxtaposition of the ‘injured sculp is permancntly main.
tained, o
It consists in attaching to the shaved scalp a strap ‘of sheep
skin or cotton cloth, of su inch or more in width, cutting one
margin of the cloth to correspond in shape with the edge of the'
wounded seaip, A narrow line of the strap on the side nearest
. the wound should be left ummoistencd with the solution, and: con.
- fequently unattached to that point of the scalp; the object of this
free margin- being to leave space for the ready passuge of the
needle. |
the suine manner, nothing remains but to pass a needleful of strong
thread througly the enrresponding free margins of (he straps, and
thus bring the separated sexlp into proper position.  1'he pressire
oAby thisimeans equally diffused, all painfil tension obviated, the
A0 of Butaves rendtred unnceessary, and the dunger of crysipelas
* fom their use conscquently escaped. ' .
" Case X[~-Was an instance in which I availed myself of this
mode, of dressing. “An Irishman, a labourcron the ralroad, was
. Severely jnjured in a drunken afitay, his body being bruised, and
h,wlsculp Lora, from blows inflicted with a rough stoue, Themost
terious wound was a laceration of the scalp, about three inchesin
‘?tjgth, ever the temporal ridge of the left parictal bone. -~ As the
‘Sides of the wound were separated to some cxtent, my chicet was
1 W ensure their coaptation, without resorting to the. objéctionable
employment of sutures in the scalp. It was therefore dressed in
“Mie manner above described. - The result was, ready union, with-
- oot erysipelatous influnmation enstng. . ) ‘
" The introduction of this. mode of dressing wounds of the sealp
ill undoubtedly prove serviceable to both surgeon and patient,

u“ : Tow conclude this surgical report of cases in which I have
S i .
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ing the gumny principle in solution, the previous intense poin was|

T'he other side of the wound having astrap attached in

d the “adhesive solution,” they being a summary abstract from |
more than @ hundred cases, bui are sufficient 10 ezemplify the

the Perscsquinitrate of Iron. : 10‘1‘
singular qualitics of the solution, as well as the varied capability

of its application. S ‘ : ‘
" 1 cannot here refrain from expressing my thanks to Dr. Whit. |
ney for the zmple opportunity he has afforded ‘me, fromn among
his surgieat patients, for the thorough and cxtensive trial of tho
adhesive solntion, by which'I was cnabled to demonstrate, poro
fully and completely the suceess which had, in a miner degree, *
been obtained from my carlier experiments, -
The © cxperimentum_ crucis” 10 which it has been subjected
warrants my belicf. in the intringic merit of this new additivn to
surgery. Confident that the experience of the profession will cor. -
raboratec my opinion of it, 1 tuke pleasure in submitting it to their
conzideration. o PR

Jous Parger MavNarp, -

MIDWIFERY, -
i . ST Lo S
Duration of Naturel Labour.—Qut of 5852 cascs of natural
labour (1752 primipare), occuring in three years at the Dublin
Lying-in Institution, the following was the duration of labour di-
vided mto four periods, according to Drs. McClintock, ‘and
[ardy ) i o :
3382 ‘were de
primiparre ; 1398 be
primipare. oo s )
426 were deilvered between 12 and 18 hours, and of these, 283
were primipare ; 146 between 18 and 24 hours, and of these, 113 .
were  primipare.—McClintock and Hardy's Practical CQser. .
cations. . . o B [

livered under G hours; and of these 716 were j
iween € and 12 hours, and of these 64U were |

Treatment of Placentu Pravia~~[Dr. Wesls Report on Mid.
wifery.J—Scventeen instinees have been rezorded in the English
Jjournals during the past fiftcen months, of detachment of the pla-
centa before the birih of the child in cases of placenta previa. In
the casc recorded by Dr. Simpsen, to whom it had been comwu.
nicated by Mr. Cripps, the placenta was removed by an ignorant
midwife, and ten hours clapsed before the child was born, during .
‘which time, howcver no hemorrhiage took place.  In 16 out'of the
17 cases' the bleeding is said to have ceased immediately on the
detachment of the placenta; but Dr. Everitt mentious that, al-
though the flooding nbaled on the separation of the placenta, it
did net entirely cease until after the application of cold externally ;
and he insists on the fact as proving thut in cases of this kind the
hemorrhage comes from the uterine as well as the placental ends
jof the lacerated veins., The life of the mother was preserved in
jovery case bul one, and then the previous hemorrhage had been
iso profuse as almost to exhaust the putient, whe died three houre
after delivery:  Allthe chikdren were still borm, except in the case
related by Mr. Stickings, [asfar as thewell-doing of the mother
tis concerned, the resulls of these cases must be regarded as favour-
{able; but, on the other hand, the lives of 17 out of 18 children -
bwere saerificed, at. least half of whom would probably have been

ul

jsuved by, the vidinary practice. "I many iustances, too, thero
{ ppears to have been no reason why the child was not turned and
pextracted first, the os uteri having been well dilated or yielding
jand difatable. " In'sueh cases it scems not unfair to assert that
sthe child's life was sierificed Lo the desive of performing a now
eperation.  Scveral of the cescs are so loosely worded that little
can he gathered from them, while seme have cither been =0 care-
lessly observed, or so incurieetly related, as to render them quite
untrastworthy.J— Load. Med. Gaz., Mar., 1847,

 MATERIA MEDICA AND.

CHEMISTRY.

Formula for the :Preparation of the Perscsquinitrate of Iron.—'
By My, Ker.—In making the solution of the persesquimitrate of
iton, I now employ the following formula, which differs in a
few respeets from the oniginal in the £d. #ed. § Surg. Juurnal.

‘T'ake of Tron Wire {that sold under the name of No, 17,)-ono
ounce. [ e oy .

" . Nitsic Acid, three ounces by measure,
Water, fifly-seven ouncer, ~ © | - )
Muriatic Acid, onc drachm,-
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Periscope~—Impurities of Chloroform. =~

. "Wﬂm‘m‘ ‘ : i
T

" Mix the nitric acid with fifteen ounces of water (in very. warm
~weather the quantity of water may be somewliat greater, and in
‘ cold weather somewhat Icss) in an carthenware vessel capable of
‘holding three or fonr times this quantity. . Put into this dilute
Jacid the'iron wire broken into a namber of picecs, and so twisted
+as to extend into every portion of the' liquid. " Cover the vessel
lightly, and set it aside.  1n eight to twelve honrs the process is
completed, when the solution is to be pourcd off’ the undissolved
_ wire, and the remaindcr of the water, togethier with the muriatic
acid, added, to muke up the whole of ‘sixty cunces (thirty in the

" original formula.) : ' '
© In this process there must he a slight excess of wire (say thirty
grains) to ensure the combination of the whole of the acid. A
great excess, if allowed to remain Jong 1 the liguid, would con-
vert it into protonitrate.  When preperly prepared, the solution of
‘the persesquinitrate’ of iron has a dark red colour, like that of
dark; brandy 3 and carbonate of soda produces a red precipitate,
ll‘nnnxcd with any tinge of green. . The tasle is very astringent.
The large quantity of water, and the free muriatic acid, are for
.. the purpose of keeping ihe solution long transparent.  In cold
weather, two or three months will elapse before it becomues muddy.

~Jour. and Retrospect of Med.. Science, May, 1848.

o Means' of detecting Curbonate of Potash in Jodide of Polas.
Sium.—On account of the great use made of iodide of potassinm,
and its conscquent high price, it is a drug much adulterated, and,
among other things, very frequently so by carboaute of putash.
C[_‘hc presence of the latter salt is, however, detécted by a very
simple process. Scveral grains of the "suspeeted iodide are trita.
rated in a mortar with an cqual quantity of hydrociilorate of am-
maonia (sal ammoniae); if the fodide of poiassium contain the
smnallest portion of the carbonate of potash, the mixture immedi-
‘mc]y cxhales a very ardent odour of ammonicsl gas.—London
- Lancet. I : ‘ ' T C

" Impurilies of Chloroform.—By H. Letheby, M.B., Lec-
" turer on Chemistry. at the London Hospital.— A little atten-
© tion bestowed on the reports of the ‘eflects of chiorefoim,
and of the opinions of medical writers in this and other
. countries respecting the propricty and safety of its use, will
show that, irrespective of a want of tact in the administra-,

tion of this body, there must be some. lalent cause for the |
irregularities which are coistantly observed in its mode - of |

* action. ‘ o S
. *Aud, upon considering, in the first place, that the prepa-
ration of chloroform sequires a great deal of care and manage-
ment, and, in-the next place, that it is manufactured and
sold at several houses whose laboratories are not at all cele-
brated for their gotl order or government, it will be readily
surmised that the cause of its irregular action may lic in'the
impurity of the drug. - Y o
" To test the truth of this 'suspicion, T have taken a little
trouble to ‘procure samyples of chloroform the cffects from
which have been found to be irregular; and, upon ‘shbmit-
ting them fo analysis, it was discovered that they invariably
‘contained some principle foreign to its true composition.
Among these principles I bave met with aicohol, alde-
- hyde, free hydiachloric and by pochlorous acids, hydrochlo-
ric-ether, and some of the crmpounds of methule, The lat-
“ter, as far as my experienci  goes, are exceedingly poison-
ous in their action, and I regrel that we have not’a ready’
" .means of discovering their presence, or of freeing chloro-
_form from them. = The others are not of themselves very
“hurtful to the animal system, and it might be thought that
Ahe existence of them in the very small quantities in' which
- they usually. occur in chloroform, would. not be of much mo-
" ment. I have, however, found that this supposition is. not
correct, but that chleroform containing even a small amount
of aleohol, hypochlorous or hypochloric ‘acid, will create a
‘good deal of trritation, and a subsequent depression and’Jan-
. guory which' are altogether foreign fo the action of pure
chloroform. This is the.vesuit of my investigations; but I
am not at all prepared to say that the ill effects arise out of

‘cording
gr.. of 1.450; and I put it whether this may not be oned

ence when it is inhaled with the chloroform, but it is Jikely £

the direct influence of these bodies : it may be that they; &
company, and thereby indicale the presence’ of some’ ofppf
body upon which the injurious action depends. . - . &
. The mode which I have adopted for the detection of thegs
impurities is the following=— - " . .~ :
1. Alcohal is often recognised at once by the milkiness
the lignid.  Ifit exists to the extent of from 30 to 50
cent. (and 1 have often detected as much as this), the spes
fic gravity of the sample falls much below 1.496 5 and wh
a drop of it is let-fall into a littie water, instead of sinkingsf
a clear pellucid bead, it falls through the water as an opagu®y
pearly drop. On shaking it in the water, the mixtuE
becomes milky, and it requires a long time for the chlon
form to subside perfectiy. ~ After it has done so, it. may
observed that the original bulk of the chloroform has dim
nished ; in fact, the alcohol has been dissolved out of it, an
it has shrunk accordingly. In this way we can often deta
mine the amount of thé alcohol present :—Take, for exan
ple, about 30 drops of ihe suspected chloroform, put itinto
‘narrow lest tube, mark the level at which the liquid stand
then add about two drachms of distilled water, and shak
them well together. . On allowing them to rest for an hou
or 5o, the chloreform will collect at.the bottom of the liquij
and we can then discover, from the diminution in its buli
the amount of alcohol dissolved. ) R
I have great reason to, think that much of the chloroforf
now used in ‘America is contaminated with alcohol ; for, av
fo the report of Professor Meigs, it has the low g

the reasons for the unsatisfactory accounts which have come
from that connfry. ' 00

9, Aldehyde is another substance which may be occasion
ally met with in chioroform. It is recognised by its redue
ing action on the hydraled oxide of silver, and by its render
inz 2 ittle Niquer polasse of @ biviva coloar when it 1s beifed
with it. L'am not sure that it occasions any injurious infl

to be converted into acetic acid, and this is somewhat of aifs
irritant. ‘ o S T H
3. Hydrochloric acid is a very common impurity of chio#
roform, and it often exists in it to a very considerable extesl i
A sample which was furaished to the Tondon Jlospital i
shorl time since contained as much as 53 per cent. of fir§
muriatic acid—a quantity | which, in its gaseous. slale g
amounts to 500 per-cent. of the bulk of the liquid chion- §
form.. This sample, on attempling to use it, gave rise totht
most distressing symptoms; oceasioning cough, difficully af
breathing, a highly’ congested countenance, followed by
rapid prostration of the vital powers with almost complel
coltapse. . If it had fallen’into the hands of an inexperiencel
operator, it would, without doubt, have produced fatal ef-
fects;  Chloroform containing this acid, has often an irrila-
ting edour. It reddens litmus paper, and gives rise to.2
white precipitate when it is shuken with a solation of nitrate
of sitver. T T Sh
4.  Hypochlorous acid 'may be. detecled by its odour, by’
its reddening and then partially bleaching a piece of litmm
paper, and by its giving a white precipitate with' the solus
tion of nitrate of silver. TR
5. Hydrochloric ether may very' often be recognised”
chloroform. It is discovered by Shaking the chlorofom -
with water, then decanting the latter and distilling it fron,
a watet-bath. The odour of the muriatic ether is very
dent in the portions which first come over. =" @
6. Compounds of methule.~It is to be regretted that:
these dangerous compounds are not to be detected vell.
easily. One of the best signs of their yiresence is the effect
which they produce upon the animal system. They 06
casion a peculiar throbbing headache, and “a rapid prost:,
tion of the vital powers, ~ These effects may ‘often be.ob:
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srved when' the chloroform 'is onl): smelled for a little

3fvhilet and I have no, doubt that they are very frequently
ihe cause of the discomfort which so often follows upon the
use of certain samples of chloroform. L

Tt is foreign to the object of this communication {o point
ot the sources of these impurities ; but it may not be out of
lace to make a brief reference to a mode whereby they may,
he got rid of. Wash the chloroform three or four times with
ils own bulk of water, decant the water carefully after cach
gperation, then introduce it into a retort with about four or five
times its bulk of powdered quicklime, and carefully distilit by
means of a water or steam bath. The chloroform thus
obtained will be generally quite pure ; and it should have the
following properties :— o o -

1. It should be perfectly frec from opacity.:

2. Tts specific gravity should be near 1.496.

3. It shonld neither redden nor bleacn litmus paper.
4, It'should not become opaque when it is drepped into
water. . ‘ ‘ !
"5, It should not accasion any whitening with a solution
of nitrate of silver. ‘

6. Itshould not whiten or coagulate the white of egg.
‘The last two are very important tests, and they are easily
wplied.  The white of egy should be used as it is obtained
from the raw egg ; and a little of ity say as much in bulk as
a pea, is to be dropped into the chloroform and ‘allowed to
remain there for an hour.. If any alcohol is present it will
whiten'it. , ‘ o '

 MISGELLANEOUS,

. GENERAL AND MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

Board of Trade, is on the inereasc in Great Britain and [reland.
During the month ending May 5, it was 7029 pounds, while, during
the same period of 1847, it was only 3083 pounds. Tn 1847, the
tolal quantity imported throughout the year, amounted to 24,929
pounds.—It is proposed by our Lnglish’ dentists to cruploy ‘the
Gutta Percha for forming artificial palates. The cases in which
ithas been used, have proved successful ; and one great advan.
# tage of it resides in its chcapness—permitting ‘its nse by poorer

perzons who are unable to pay for the gold or platinum ones for-
merly used, It has been employed by several American dentists
for filling teeth 5. and its solution in chloroform is said to be equal
to that of the etherinl solution of gun cotton for holding the edges
of wounds together.—Dr. Trowbridge, of Watertown, N. Y.,
recently performed lithotomy on a child aged three years and three
months, |, ‘I'he stonc was three inches in circumfereuce, and had
tormented the little fellow for two years,—Abram Williams, of
Kentucky, a soldier of the American Revolutionary Army, died
lutely, aged 106 years.—Mr. Ledoyen hus established an agency
fr the sale of his Disinfeeting Fluid in Boston.—Dr. Marton has
peen'presenled with a silver box containing 31000 ; the following
nseription was engiaved on the lid :—¢* This box, containing onc
thousand dollars, is presented to Mr. Thos, Green Morton, by the
members of the Board of I'rustees of the Massachusetts General
Hosp;tal,‘und ather citizens of Buston, May 8, 1818.. He has

Come poor in a cause which has made the world his debtor,
:PCSllmoninl in honer of the ether discovery of Sept. 34, 1846.7—
3 The clerk of ‘an apothecary shop in: New York bas been found
§ guilty of manslaughter in the fourth degree, in causing the death
ofan.old lady named Ann Hart, by putting up for lier use lada-
bum instead of tineture of rhubarb, of which she parteok in sufli-
tienl quantity to cause her death..~An extensive fissure, pene.
Araling - deeply into the rock, and threatening an carly fall of'a
-tonsiderable poastion, has been lately discovered at the Cape at

uchee. The fissure is about two fect wide. The Board ‘of
yal ‘Engincers has been examining into the eircumstances
tonneeted with it, and have reported. Fhe!fssure s at the King’s
Bastion ; and the rock likely to fall; thréatens destruction to a laxge
mount of property in Champlain street, below it. It is asserted
thal the cause will bo found to exist in the freezing, in winter,

ro

The consumption of opium, as apparent from the reports of the

of the water pereolating through the rock. Query ! What will
be the ultimate effect upon 'the rock, if the steady but irresistible
influence ‘of the expansive force of Ireezing water continne its
operation for years to’ come !— Successful Trealment of Cholera
in Clreassiv~—At a late wmeeting of the Medico.Botanicul Society,”
Mr. Guthrie read three letters which had been received from
Prince Woronzow, the commander.in.chief of the Russiun forces
in Circassia, and from Dr. Andreosky. his physician, detailing a
new and successful plan of treating cholera. 'Dr. A., finding that
naphtha constitated the chiel ingredient in @ quack medicine used
by a Cossack troop which had suffered but slightly from the
disease, determined to try naphtha by itself; he first used 'it in |
mild cages of cholera and of choleraie diarrbe:a ; 'proving success.
ful with these, he administered it in the more severe cases with
equal advantage, and finally found it effect a cure, cven during
-the most extreme collepses.  The dose which he guve was from
10 to 15 and 20 drops in a glassful of wine, repeated il the first
dose did 1ot remain on the stomach, or if the symptoms required ..
it, which was not often the case.  The naphtha used in the Rus.
siun army, is the rmineral naphtha, obtained {rom Beker on the
shores of the Caspian. It should be'vsed without previously un-
dergoing the process of distillation.  Mr. Gutbrie staied, in con-
clusion, that he bad sent to Circassia to procure a bottle of this
naphtia, of w white or rose colour, and when he had reccived it,
he would place it in the hands of the sceretary, thut the members
might be able to aseertain precisely what are its propertics.—.
Globe.—The British Navy have completely adopted Burnett’s
solution of chloride of zinc for the preservation of timber for ship-
building, &ec., and it is ordered to he brought into full usc in all
the dockyards where they have large iron cylinders, 85 feet long-
and G diameter, worked by appropriate steam engines for injecting
the timber.  Sach ¢ proeess. would make Canadian pine superior
to the best Baltic.—By a lale change in the construction of the
French Cabinet, Dr.” Recirt has been appointed Minister of
Public Works, - It is an odd coincidence, that Dr, Taché oceu.’
pies an analogous situation'in this country, he being Commissioner .
of Public Works. . “I'riconometry should henceforth constitute an
eseential clement of medical edneation here and in France.—Cho.
icra.—-Leucrs from St. Petersburgh, duted June 6, announce the
frightful ravages of cholera in Russia,” Of 464 attacked kctween 23d
and 20th May, 205 died. * The number of new cases on the 20th,
amounted to 8Y, and deaths, 42. It has broken out with great.
intensity at Jeroslav, Robinsky, and Ralonga, and thus appears to
be gradually advancing westward.—A letter from St. Petersburgh,
of July 1st, gives the fullowing veport of the cholera in that
cily :—On the morning of the 29th ult,, there existed 1029 cascs.
In the comrse of the same day, 109 new cases were deelared.
The number of cured was 400: and the nunher of (desths, 356, -
On the morning of the 30th, the total number of cases reported
was 1451, —T'he Spanish Medical Journals announce the increasc
of.cases of poisuning by phosphorus.—Prof, Brande has resigned
his office as lecturer to the Royal Tustitute. Ttis reported that a son
‘of Sir B. Brodic will succeed liim.—The smull pox lias been futro.
duced into Philadelphia by pussengers of a ship, and the Board of
11ealth has commieneed proceedings against the captain uud owners.
‘Batks of Corrosive Sublimate in Chronic Affections of the Skin.
~Mr. Duelos has found these baths ot value in syphilitic diseases’
of theskin, chron. eczema and generally in ail non-febrile cutancous
affections of children.  For cach bath for an adalt, he preseribes,
C. 8. 3iij. grodd; wlevhol, 3ij. For a cluld, C. S. gr. 15 alco-
hol, Giij.,)water gall, iiss.  Duration of tbath, from half an hour
to on¢ hour, repeated daily, or less frequently @ from ten to twenty
baths eflect a- eure; although lichenoid "eruptions are apt {o su-.
pervene.—A monument is to be erceted to Harvey in his native
town of Folkestown. Detter late than never.—The subscriptions
in favor of the Liston testimoniul, proposed to be a statue,
amounted to the sum (according to the London Gazétte, May 12)
of L660.~Sulistitute for Cod Liver Oil.—3l. Marshat de Calvi
in the Memoires de Med. Mditaires, proposes’ a - solution ‘of five
centigrammes of jodine in a gramme of oil of almonds, as a subs
stitute for cod-liver oil.. Of this iodated oil a portion (a gramme
for instancee) is taken and incorporated by means of gum traga-
canth to form an cmulsion,  "The dose is easily regulated, and is
wgrecable. Tt has been used with success in all the glandalar
atlections for which iodine hes been employed, both by the pro-
poscr.and other surgeons.—The Colonial Land and’ Emigration
Ofiice; Londen, has advertised for surgeons to take charge of the:
emigrant ships to Australis, remuncration to consist of o' free




Editorial Departmen

104

—Dr. Coderre’s Letter.

= TRy

cabin passage out, but not home; and 10s.’a head for all passen™
gers landed alive.  "The Luncet, and Dublin medical papers, have
jndicious remarks on this important step.—~The Dublin Medical
Press, July 3, contains the report of the conviction of a surgeon
for misdemeanor, for having; contrary to the Act of Parliament,
given a certificate of lonacy to an insane woman on & certain
"day, he not having seen the patient for three months previously ;
the Act distinctly specifying that the certificate must be given on
the day of visit. Therc was not the slightest evidence of any cor-
ruption or bribery on the occasion. The surgcon’s name was
John Artbur, M.R.C.8.—Dr. Chambers, of Loundoen, who occu-
pied for many years a distinguished position among the physicians
of the metropolis, has retired from praetice in consequence of ill
heulth.—Prof. Symes has been permitted by the Crown to with.
draw his resignation of the chair of Clinical Surgery in the Uni.
versity of Edinburgh, and he will resumne his duties in this Insti.

tution next Sessionl.— Z%e wounded in Paris.—The number of

wounded admitted .into the civie hospitals of Paris during the
23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th. and 28th days of June, amounted to
. 1619, viz., 773 civilians, §13 military, and 33 women. ‘The dead
. carried to three hospitals during the same period, were 162 in
. number, viz., 127 civilians, 33 military, and 2 woraen’; 195 died
in the hospitals within the same perind, viz., 115 civilians, 77
military, and 3 women.—Montreal General Hospital.—I'rom the
" annual report to the Board of Governors, we are enabled to furnish
the profession with the following: meagre information as to its
operations during the’ past year, reckoned from May 1, 1847, to
May 1, 1848 :—In.door patients treated, 2061 ; out-door do.,
3009—total, 5070 ; discharged ol the in.door patients cured, 17173
- for irregular conduct, 9; dicd, 263 ; remaining, 72—total, 2061.
* Of the total number treated, there were emigrants, 425 in.door,
and 738 out-door ; and the 'heavy mortality is due to the ship.
. fever, with which a large number of the emigrants admitted were
affected. The total znnual expensc of the Institution, amounted
to £3703 9., affording an average rate of expense of 3ls. 5d. for
" each in-door paticnt. The expenses exceeded those of the pre-
ceding year by £1380 23. 2d. We have no data as to the char-
acter of the diseases treated ; and it is very doubtful whether we
. ever will have, until this Journal has attained sufficicrt affluence
to pay for them. w
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“PAST PROCEEDINGS OF TIIE GOVERNORS OF TIE
‘ COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS.
‘As a matter of justice to the Repeal Association,
‘of which Dr. Coderre either constitutes _himself, or is
coxlsiitute(l,jthg: moixthpiccc and . the. champion, and
with the object of setting before our readers the views
' of that party, we now fulfill our promise by publishing
“the letter addressed to us by Dr. C., and the reception
of which we acknowledgcd in our. last. TIf not re-
markable for its beauty of style, or for its good taste
jn stigmatizing, in terms more forcible than classical
or chaste, the course pursued by the Governors of the
College, it is at least so for its verboseness, its length,
" and its personality towards @ursé]}'és.“/ All these may
be pardoned in one who ‘hesitates not to violate the
_corivenllionalities;of private intercourse, thus placing
- himself; sua sponte, on the borns of an awkward di-
lemma, where, before ‘we finish, it will be our rather
unpleasant duty to le‘a‘ve(him‘;' and if; under these lat-

‘| up'steam of so many young doctors has been so safel

ter circumstances, we should perchance violate
maxim, * that the merciful man is merciful to his beay?
Dr. Coderre will have enly himself to thank for j,
Dr. Coderre is now the embodiment of ¢ Plusieurs I
decins,” whose occasional lucubrations during last wj
ter kept warm the ardour of his allies : he is the s
thesis of the opposition to the College ; a very Hydy
with three heads less than his prototype; and, for aug
we know or care, may assume the responsibility of;
trashy letter which appeared under a harlequinie tij
some months ago in the JMincrve newspaper, affordiy
at the time ‘matter for our merriment and’ migh
‘We now rejoice that we have the embodiment of i
Association in tangible form beforc us. = We ha
him, and, “by our Lady, he shall not escape.” N
trout by de.\:tcmn\s‘ iingle‘:" shall be more delicatel
played.. We only regret that our space, so fully ocor
pied, precludes this most congenial and animatiy
amusement for the present. The matter, howers,
will keep for a season, ;ilbeit it has to undergo the o
deal of the .‘h“ouést of our calendar months. Nay,i
shall keep, if there s auy virtue to be found in By
nett’s Disinfecting Fluid, which shall be most liberaly
appliéd,‘ and which, high au\lloz‘it_}',sa);s; is admiraby
adapted for the preservation of subjects for dissection
" In onc thing, we are certain, our readers will con
cur with us-—an expression of gratitude that the pent

discharged ‘through Dr. Coderre. Those who ar
even in the slightest degree, acquainted with th
laws which govern the expansive (orce of stean
know its dilatability when acted upon by caloric pr
se, and when in connexion with the fluid from ‘which
it originates.: As Dr. Coderre has not burst (i
have not yet heard of the Coroner having held aniv
quest ou ‘him), ro generative. :igén‘l.‘ for fresh stean
now remains ; and while we caunot but congratulat
him on the safe delivery which he “has experiencel,
‘the interminable length of his production, coupled with
the fact just noticed, would point to this cohc]‘usiori, that
all that the Association has to'say on the college ques
now been said. A

tion has

A M. gﬂrc/:ibdlrl Hall, M.D., L.R.C.S.E., Editeurdt
i« British, American Journal of Medical (.mclAP/lySfCﬁ"
" Science.” ' a IR
MONSIEUR, A
. Dans le dernier numéro de votre journal, j'y vois W
compte rendu de Passemblée des membres du  Collégt
des Médecins et Chirurgiens,” tenue & Québec le 9du
mois dernier. Le rapport des procédés de cette asseit
blée a du étre fait’ dans Pintérétude la profession ; ma
je vois qu'on w’a pas strictement suivi les moyens povt
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donner, et {aire connaitre tous les procédés de cette as-
semblée.  Pour étre juste envers tous, et surtout, pour
_ceux qui tiennent d &tre ‘véridiques, on aurait da sans
déguiser la conduite de ccux qui veulent en imposer d la
rofession, commencer par nous dire que les gouvernenrs
‘avaient fait préparer des listes; sur lescgllel'l‘es Claient im-
primés les noms des membres du ¢ Collége,” gp“qu’oq
'y avait inclus les noms de ceux qui. pouvaient’ aider a
mettre en opération P'acte actuel, mais qui n’étajent pas
membres de la corporation, et que sur la demande de
, plusieurs des membres du « Coliége; de faire Papjel des
noms d’aprés acte d’incorporation méme, et non d’a-
~ prés des listes préparées pour Foccasion; qu’il y edt deé
‘Pagitation. ~ Et n’est ce pas surila demande de faire
Pappel des noms d’apres P'acte, que les chefs de la ligue
"4 laquelle nous nous oppasons, ont commence d (6.
moiguer leur mécontentement, et d’ott sont parties les
. clameurs que ’on veut attribuer aux Dis. Roussean, Roy,
et Coderre. = o
*Quant au nom de . Hunt, qui.ne peul &trepris pour
‘celut de A. Hall, que par ceux qui ont des moyens qui leur
sont propres pour arriver & leur but, vous pourriez peut
étre substituer celui-ci & celui-l3, mais il n’y avait quun
“corps compétent qui pouvait autoriser cette substitution,
‘'sur des preuves bien ¢tablies, mais non pas les quelques
. membres du “ collége,” qui se trouvaient rCunis lors-
quil 1’y avait pas de collcge d'¢tabli.  Alors les
. Drs. Rousseau, Roy, et Coderre insistaient sur [’ab.
sence de Hunt, et ¢’est sur cette déclaration, que Hunt
" est absent qu’on les accuse de clumeurs; cest sans
"doute plutdt pour n'avoir pas été assez souples pour
condescendre & la décision virtle de leurs ainés qu’on les
‘aceuse 'de clameurs. - Je vous demanderai quels sont
ceux qui auraient pris la responsabilit¢ de faire recon-
naitre le' Dr. Hall pour Huat, lorsqu’il s’agissait de
mettre en op¢ration une loi aussi vexatoire cue celie
. qui végit une partie de la profession dans ce moment-ci ;
“il n’y avait que ceux qui veulent que leur ége leur donne
"ce droit d’ainesse, et que vien ne soit fait que de leur
consentement. L
Mais quant & mon nom, je dois dire, qu’il 0’y avait de
la part des votres, que des courtisants qui peuvaient per-
‘sister & appeler.le nom du Dr. Emery-Codertey pour
celuirde . Emery-Coderre 1" procurez vous le séafut pro-
~vincial, et vous y trouverez le nom de’ Emery-Coderre,
- et non pas celui de Emery-Coderrey, & moins que Pexé-
_cutif n’ait ordonné unc impression spéciale de Pacte
d’incorporation pour les assemblées du collége, et selon
‘les godits'des gouverneurs, et pour cn faire usage suivant
les circonstances.  Je dois done vous avouer qu’en en-
.'tendant tontes les picoteries que Pon faisnit’ contre mon
-droit de membre, et en voyant qu’on insistait 4 dire que
ce w’était pas mon.nom : Je dois, dis-je, avouer qu'il y
‘avait chez moi, non pas comme on sest plu-d le dire,
“un sentiment d’humeur, mais bien n’n‘senl‘imcn‘t‘df;‘pxu’g'f
* pour ceux qui semblaient prendre unc partsi active con-
're le droit de celui qui n’était pas disposé 4 s’unir aux
‘chefs de la cabale faite, contre les intéréts de la profes-
‘sion en général. . — o
En faisant allusion & Iajbbnduitg du président,’ e se-
crétaire nous dit: ““qu’il a répondu avec dignit¢ aux
"'chefs d’accusation faits contre les procédésdu * eollége,’

et.que comme officier diiment nommé par Fexécutif, il
avait pris toute la responsabilité de la charge quon lui
avait confice, ct en avait rempli tous les devoirs avee
conscience et impartialité cnvers tous; qu’il avait con-
sulte le premier efficier cn loi (le proc.-gén. d*alors), sur
les clauses de 1a loi qui pouvaient &tre appliquées con-
trairement aux intérlts de'la corporation.”” 11 est vrai
que't'on a donné 4 la loi, une ‘interprétation pour favoe-
riser les dispositions de certains partisants du pouvoir, ¢t
qu'en conséquence la conduite du président ne pouvait
étre sans reproche, et quil a prouvé dans les différentes
assemblées qu’il manquait de qualification .pour remplir
cette charge: je ne suis pasle senl qui ose I'avancer,
vous le savez, et plusieurs en sont convenus avec moi.
Quant aux chefs d'accusation' que le président a re-
poussés ot auxquels vous faites allusion, mais que vous
ne pouves réfuter parcequ’ils sont fondés, vous n’y avez
pas répondu. Le secrétaire dit ensuite que les. Drs.
Fortier, Rousseau, Rov, et Coderre, firent entrer M.
Childs, Notaire Public, pour protester, et que pendant la.
lecture du protét les. Drs. Robitaille, Dub¢, et Badeau,
ont réclamé persoanellement contre leur nom ; et qu’en..
suite on‘a donné lecture d’une lettre du Dr. Godfrey qui
déclarait que son nom.avait ¢té obtenu sur la pétition
du Dr. Coderre, sous de fausses impressions, et désirait
quil fit 5té. Ce qui est dit parrapport d la pétition du
Dr. Coderre est littéralement faux, elle est la propriété
de tous ceux qui ¢ sont réunis pour demander le rappel
de Pactc: actuel, et appartient & tous ceux qui ont
signée. . Pour. ce 'qui regarde les fausses impressions
sous lesquelles le nom du Dr. Godfrey a été obtenu, je
ne vois pas comment il peut faire une telie’ assertion,
lorsqu’il signait une pétition Cerite dans sa langue (lan-
gue Anglaise), et dans des termes & ne pas s’y mépren-
dre; car nous ne voulions surprendre personne, et nous
voudrions qu'il en edit ¢té uinsi pour Pacte actuel. Se-
rait-il judicicux de penser que le Dr. Godfrey n'ait pag
compuis ce qu'il lisait, non, je ne le crois pas; lapétition
est écrite 'une manicre trés lisible, et Je. puis aflirmer
qu’il 2 pris le temps nécessaire pour la lire.

* Revenons, M, le Dr. Hall, 4 vos remarques édito--
riales, & Pégard des Drs. Robitaille, Badeau, Dubé,. et
du Dr. Tass¢.  Comment pouvez-vous nous dire que le
Dr. Robitaille.a réclamé contre son nom, lorsqu’en votre
présence je demandai a celui qui reclamait %l n’y avait
que lui de Dr. Robitaille dans le Bas-Canada, et sur la ré-
ponse aflirmative qu’il fit, je hui répliquai,.en lui deman-
dant; etes-vous le Dr. James Robitaille de St.. Roch.
P Achigan, District de Montréal, et sur sa négation, je lui.
dis yue ¢'¢tait le nom de ee dernier que nous avions ; vous
pourrez.vous en - convaincre par la “ copie de Ja lettre”
qui se trouve ci-dessous, si toutefois vous doutez encore
de la vérité, ou que votre mémoire soit en défaut. o

o . ‘ ~ Montréal, 13 juin, 1848..

 Moxsmeur,—Je 'vous prie de croire que je m'ai jamais réclamé’
contre 'emplei que vous avez-fait'de mon nom, tel gue le prétend
M. le Dr. Hall, dans le dernier numéro de son journal, et de plus,

|Je déclare comme fausses toutes les versious que I'on pourrait don-

ner & ma conduite au snjet des dernicres mesures que vous avez
adoptées pour démontrer que I'acte actuel, qui réyit Pétude et ta
pratique de la médecine est vicieux et inapplicable an besoin de

la profession, surtout pour les médecins de-la campagne, - &
Te vous ai autori«é de.vous servir de mon nont, comme je yous



106

Editorial Department.—Dr. Coderréz’s Letter.

autorise encore par les présentes 4 en faire u?:we dans cette occa-
sion etje parxnﬂe VoS mesures 1el’ltnemcmﬁce qmau!(, et pourrml
8tre fait pour obtenir un Lill de médecine pour la proussxon en-
txere, et non pour une pflme seulemcnt. :
Je suis, uc., ‘ ) : o

o (Signé,) J. Rommu)nt.
'\Ionsxeur lc Dr. E. Coderre. . e
Quand au Dr. Badeal, on a dit qu il n'était pas pré-
+sent lors de Ja lecture du protét, néanmoins j’admets
qu'il y fit, et qu ‘il ait réelamé contre son nom, quoique
personne ne s{it mieux’ que vous qu’il pauawe nos dé-
marches, qu'il"s%est _]omt a nous pour demander un bill
. de médecine, et par |3 méme engagé envers la profession

-d’appuyer les mesures pour Vobtenir. - En demandant
un bill de médecine pour. la. pro[’esuon, nous prenions
lengagement de nous opposer & toutes les mesures qui
tendraient & détruire Pordre et 'harmonie qui doivent
exister parmi le§ médecins, et surlout 4 nuire aux inié-
réts généraux de la profession. Depm; la mise en opé-
ration' de Pacte actuel, il n'y avait plus de protection
pour ceux qui sont en dehors de la cor poxatmn ‘et plus
des deu tiers des médecins de cette province sy trouvent,
et aucun d’eux ne peut devenir membre de cette corpo-
ration. qu’ aprLa quatre ans de. probution, clest-a-dire,
quatre ans aprés avoir(ait application pour demander &
en devenir membre. Le Dr. Badeau est donc tenu,
comme nous, & combattre les effeis monstruenx qui sont
résultés de cet acte, depuis I’assemblée du 15 septembre
.dernier, jusqu'a ce gue nous ayons obtenu un bill de
médecine pour tous les médecins, Le Dr. Badeau ne
‘peut avoir manqué i Pengagement (il a contracté
envers la pxol‘easwn, comme vous pouvez le voir par
' Pannonce, mise sous forme d'avis, signée par luz dansle
Journal des Trois Riviéres, No. 25, 1° fewiier, 1848, et
$'il en était autrement il serait le seul qui en fat respon-
sable, et non pas le comité de ’association des médecins,
qui pourrait encore vous foumu‘ d’autres preuves pour
votre satisfaction. ‘

.~ Pour ce qui regarde lo nom du Dr. Dub:,, |l pouuant
y avoir, erreur comme il est arrivé pour. celui du Dr.
Robxtaxlle, le nom mentionné au protét est celui du Dr.
Chs. T. Dubé des Trois-Pistoles, ef celui. inséré duns
Dacte est C. P. Dubé.. Comme le Dr. Dubé auqucl
vous faites allusion dans votre journal pounalt &tre tout
autre que celui désigné ci-dessus, je n’en dirai pas da.
vantage pour aujourd hui, soyez convaineu que ]ax de
_quoi justifier & cet ¢gard notre comitiz, -

M. le Dr. Hall, ne soyez pas surpris si Je vcus ap-
prends que le comité: avait pleine autorité de faire usage
des noms mentionnés dans le protdt, comme faisant
partie des requérants contre ce que vous aussi avez qua-
lifié d’irrégulier, et d'illégal.  Le comité de I’association
dea médecma, en, demandaul aux médecins leur adhé-
sion, sest engagé vis-a-vis de ceux qui se sont rendus &
cette demande, et qm ‘devenaicnt membres de T'associa-
tion, & travailler: 'pour obtenirun’ bill de médecine pour
a professmn, et non pas favoriser par. leur silenée les
proeédés iniques d’une corporation qui se déclare mai-
- tresse ‘d’une loi’ que la législature dounait 4 la profession,
sans ‘en bien '1pprol'ond1r les dispositions, et qui est
trompée aussi clle méme, par la loi que 163 quelques
m(decms, veulent faire recevoir comme ¢tant propre
a l’avancemem des mtéx 0ts de la médecine. Revenons

a la question, nous disions done que nous étions. auto-
risés de nous servir des nomsde ceux qui nous donnaient
leur appui pour combattre les effets de acte d’incorpo-
ration, ct pour obtenir un bill tel que déji mentionné,
Tous les membres nous ont. promis cet appui en nous

| autorisant de nous servir deleurs noms pour les fins men-
tionntes plus haut.

- Pour arriver & ce but, il fallait dé-
montrerles re:uhammuvals et vexatoires de Iacte actuel,
qui en sont des conae.qncnces inévitables, et une preuve
qu’ ’il est . inapplicable aux besoins de la profession ; et

c’est A cet effet que nous avons €1é autorisés par des let-
tres, ou directement par la signature des médecins sur.
des documents que le comité a par devers lui, sauf deux’
ou trois medt,cma qm charccrent leurs amla dc sigaer
pour eux.

Les proccd(,s que nous avons atlaques sont prccxsé ‘
ment les mémes, que vous avez déclaré &tre irréguliers,
et comme devant rendre 1Ilcg\11 ce ui a €té fait ; ce sont’
les procédés des premiéres assemblées du « t,ollege »
et contre lesquels nous avions réclamé devant I'exécu-
tif, et la méme réclamation devait étre renouvellée ; tout
ceux qui avaient donné leur adhésion alors, étaxent en-
core signataires des documents qui sont restés depuis en
la possession du comité, qui nc pouvait les pnvcr du
droit de réclamer de nouveau contre ce qui avait é16 et.
devait étre fait, d’ apu,s les 1m.me> procédés sans, étre
injuste envers eux.

‘Vous apprendrez encore, M le Dr. Hall, ainsi que
ceux de vos amis qui.se’ sont trouvés scandahses du
grand nombae de noms qui se trouvaient dans le protét,
que personue ne Pavait signé, mais qu'il avait été fait &
Ja réquisition de ceux dont les noms et prénoms sont
mentionnés en téte du protét, et qui avaient droit de se’
plamdre des procédés que vous aviez adoptés, et ont
prole~tt, en leurs noms, et pour et- aux’ noms, de ceux
quiles avaient chargés de leurs intéréts, ct d'agu" pour‘
eux, et en leurs noms, comme vous pourrez vous en coit-
vamcre, en vous adreaeam au comit¢ qui se' fera un de-
voir de vous donacr communication des documents qui
sont en sa possession, comme il le fait dans cefle circon:
stance en vous donnant “ copie de lalettre du Dr. Tassé,”
qui se trouve ci-dessous, ct par laquelle vous verrez que
nous étions autorists Je nous servir de son nom, malgré
Pavancé que vous faites contre nous.dans votre juur-
nal, mais que nous repoussons avec tout le mépris uu au
senumenl qm a pu vous poxtcr a le faire. -

St..Laurent, 12 j juin, 1848
‘ MONSIEUR,—Je vois avec surprise dans le journal du Dr. Hall,
qu'on me fait réclamer contre 'emploi que vous'avez fait de mon
nom a Pégard du protit, qui a é1é signitié, A'la derniere assemblée
du « colluve des médecins, contre les procédés de ce dit collége.

Je ‘déelare done i ici, que je n'ai J:un'ua autorisé personne & fam'
une telle réelamation ; au contraire, j'ai protesté conire tout ce'
qul a ¢té fait depais Ia premitre assemblée ; quon était autorisé

a se servir de mon nown, comme on est’ encore, aujourd’hui anto-
risé a en faire usage pour les mémes fins.  Japprouve done tout
ce qm a ¢té fait, et vous pouvez vous servir de la plecnto pour cetle
occnsxon.-—— Te demeure, elc., )

J{(Signé)y v. Z

M. le Dr.d. E. Codcuc, Montréal, -

Encore, M. le Dr. Hall, vous vencz nous dne dans
vos remarques Cditoriales que la peition demandant un’
“acte d’incorporation,” était signée par 181 médecins -
licenciés ; de ce nombre 36 protestaient, moins trois qlll

"I'Assr.. .
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‘ )c'clrlmaiént contre lusage qu’on awitfait de leurs noms,
s aprca le rapport qui a “été rendu.  Suivant vous, 148
. seraient en faveur de votre “collége,” du moins
la conclusion que nous devons en déduire. Voyons quel
éiait le nombre de ceux des membres du collége quijn
-prenaient sur cux la responsabilité de mettre en opération
Ta loi qui fait 4ui0ux'd’hui volre '1dmir.1ﬁon. Draprés e
méme rapport, 46 élaient présents pour.Tadoption des
réglements qui doivent constituer en définitive Por gani-
sation du ¢ collége des médecins ot chirurgiens;” 4 de
‘ce nomhre n >tant pas legalement membres du coll«.ge,
nous ne devons pas en faire mention ici: 42 en faveur
de Porganisation actuclle ¢laient done présents, ce qui
nous ferait voir qu’it reste encore’ 106 membres signa-
taires de la petition qui ‘n’ent pas voulu se joindre au

42 pour partager Ia part de Piniquite qil v a de mettre:

~en opération une loi partielle lorsqu’elle devait étre gé-
_nérale, et cela au détriment de
“profession’; ensorte que nous. pouvons done dire que 139
‘r‘ecommissan‘t le systéme frauduleus’ inwoduit dans la
 profession, par le prmlége accord¢ 4 nn certain nombre |1
““de médecins contre les intérits Jdu corps médical, se sont
déclarés opposés & vn tel systéme, les uns parleurs
démonstrations directes et les autres en
" serendre a IPassemblée des 42 pour y traiter sur les in-
téréts futurs de la profession.’
M. le Dr. Hall, que vous avez peu du muahtc lors-

“que vous reprouhe/. i ceux qui n’élaient pas signataires
Vos

de la pétition, d’avoir pris part & vos démarches!
dispositions’ sont tellement anti-libérales que vous ne
pouvez. vous empécher de les laisser percer.  Quel est
celuiy je. vous le demande, qm se trouve exclu, par la
loi, du droit de réclamer, et i
lége de se prononeer lovsqu’il sagit de ses droits? . Je
vous répondrai que quand il sagit des interdts'de tout
un corps, et surtout dans une p.olc«mn libérale, il n'y a
pas de distinetion de position, ni de (!menu d'hge
comme. vous voudriez le protendre lur\quc vous faites
~allusion & Page qui‘doit avoir sa p'ut &in hmncc dans
les affaires de la profession, -, ‘
- Non, M. Ie Dr. Hall, vous waver pas apporté de rai-
sous valables jusqi’a pr ésent a appui de T cause dont
“vous vous {les constitué le défenseur.  Voyons et exa-
~ minons les réponses que vous faites aux chefs d’accusa.
! tion contenus dans le protct contre les pmccdca du
“collége ;2 elles ne sont fites que d’une manicre em-
- barassée,
-d'accusation, contre Vadmission de nouveaux membres,
contrairement aux: (lbpo»ltxons de Pacte, et contre la no-
‘mination de quelques gouverneurs, pris parmi ces der-
_men, n’est point une rcponse justificative ; vous vous
‘Cﬂntemez de nous dm, que ces nominations nont été
“faites, qu’aprés avoir consulté unc opinion légale (celle
‘du l’mc. Gén. d’alors), et le- Dr. Coderre et son, parti
ont voté pour ces ‘uhm“mm. Vous '!]uu'e.g i€ nous
troyons gu'une opinion d’un caractére opposc ala nétre
& 616 obtenue 3 et vous en venez & la conchmon, que

le burean des gouverneurs est préparé a défendre la

harche adoplce par la corporation dans 'cette occasion.
1l paraftrait que ce sont bien la les seules défenses et
Téponses que vous puissiez donner pour réfuter les chefs
‘daccusatzon, dont vOus ne pouvez vous dxeculner puis-

cest Iy

‘avez pris part 4

¢ plus des dew ticrs de 1a

abstenant de-

qm soit interdit le privi-.

*Votre réponse au,\premict ¢t devxicme chefs.

que vous en avez pris la 1e%pon~ab|htt, en agissant comme
gouverneur, malgré que vous ne:soyez pas menbre du
collége, et que votre nomination- soit anormale.  Je:
citeral vos propres paroles ‘4 Pappui de cet avance,

n'avez-vous pas dit, duns votre journal, de .septembre,
1847, < onr own name has been, by a most unfortunate
blunder, met'xmorphus‘.d irto Hunt,” et que par la muue,
vous w’éliez pus membre de la corporation,. que vous le
regreiticz d'autant plus quf* vous vous trouviez exclu de
tous les procédés du 15 septembre. < We'  regret. this
tlie more at present as, in (onscqueme of .not bcme’ [
member of the corporation, ulthough a signer to the peti-
tion, we are necessarily e\cluded from any particination
in the moceedwns of the 15th inst.”?’ Néanmoins vous
a'tous les pr()('(‘d(‘a, et vous vous en con-
stituex le défenseur; et au lien de répondre aux chefs
daccusation, vous tludez la question, ¢t vous dites que le
Dr. Coderre et son parti ont aussi voté. pour l’admlﬁalon
de nouveaux membre:, &e. &es

e vous dirai que le Dr. Coderre et son parti (pour

ne servir de’votre expression), ont ¢1¢ francs et; hon-
néies dans ce quiils ont fait, et dans ce quiils voulaient,
et que leur conduite a prouvé qu'ils ne voulaient pas de
distinetion:entre les ‘niédwirm, et c’est ce qu’ils veulent
encore aujourd’hui.  Car ils étaient sous Pimpression
que tous les médecins ¢taient de fait membxes de la cor-
poration ; mais quand'ils ont vuqu'il n’en était pas ainsi,
ils ont voté pour faire admettre les médecins, au numbre
de & (et non pas de 6 ou 7), que 'votre p'nn présentait,
et cela dans Pespoir de faire admettre tous les médecins
présents. Quelle a ¢té votre conduite 3 cet égard ; il
fullait de nouveau consulter votre opinion I¢gale, daprés .
laquelle vous ne pouwe/ plus en adwettre J'autresaprés
avoir admis les premiers.  C’est alors que nous nous
sonunes dits que acte devait étre vieieux dans ses effets
ou quiil-y-avait de la mauvaise fois de la part de ccux
qui donnaient, et de ceux qui suivaient, unc telle inter-
prétation.  Les résultats des procédés, un examen at-.
tentit’ de I"acte méme, et Popinion ‘d’ hommw en loi'que
nous avons consultés, tout nous a démontré que l'acte
estanauvais'dans ses nﬂets, ct inapplicable ala profession
dans les circonstances actuelles 3 ct alors ¢tant confirmés
dans nos opinions, nous avions résolu d’en demander le
rappel pour v substituer un bill dont le e projet serait sou-
mis a la pmfe\\mn 3 ¢’est ce (ue nous avons fait, et ¢’est
Ce que nous voulun\ encore; afin quelle ait la lm qu'elie.
a droit Favair, et dites nous, M. Je. Dr Hall, & il-y-a la
L,ontxml,wun avec nous mcmes' ; ‘

~Au treisiéme chel-d'accusation, qu’y avez-v ous 1cpon—
du? rien, ahsolument ricn qui puisse dhculperle buxeaur‘
des gouverseurs, . Le Dr. Charlebois avait ¢ élu par
la corporation, et voili qu'environ six gcm'lmea aprés, le.
burcau substitue le Dx' Campbell & sa place, et vous
répondez a cela, qu’a Passemblée du 15 <cp(emb|c,‘
quatre médecins ayant cu un nombre voal de voix, 36,
et ayant é1¢ proclamés ¢lus a cetle assemblcc, quelque

temps aprés, ceux. qui avaient ¢t¢ ¢hargés -du scrutin
s"étant apercus que. le Dr. Campbell: avalt aussi 36
voix, ei vu que le Dr. Charlebois avait répété quil
n’avait pas’ intention. de- servir comme, gouverneur le
président fui Gerivit une lettre pour lui demander si ¢’était
bien la sa dvtermvr"mo'x, de lui répondre au plus vite, et




“cins lors de  la’ premiére Assemblée.
‘ pondu pour vous disculper de cette accusation? Non.|

s

“cuse de cet acte dé ¢ place,

Do

ey tar
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que le Dr. Cha.rlehms ne n,pondxt au Qcclctam, que le

deuxiéme jour du bure'm, aprés avoir consulté ses amis,

" quil ne pouvait pas vésigner, et que pendam. tout ce

temps il s’était bien donné garde de se montrer au bureau
pour faire son devoir comme gouverneur, pour seule ex-
5,7 vous dites le burean des gou-
verneurs doit étre Lompocc de travailleurs (must be
working men.)

. En supposant que les mxdnens du scrutin auraient

‘ reconnu‘qu iy avait eu erreur, est ce aprés que les

gouverneurs avaient ¢té proclamés ¢lus, que le' Bureau
pouvait prendre . sur hui de permetire au président de
donner sa voix prépondérante, lorsqu’elle avait déja é1é
donnée, en proclamant Elus gouverneurs, les 36 méde-
Avez vous ré-

" A présent, comment pouvait-on dire qu’il'y a eu crreur

de la part e ceux qui_avaient été charges du scrutin,

" lorsque nous savons tous quil n’y ajamais e, de livre
“tenu pour Pentrée du scrutin, le secrétaire n’en . fait pas

mention dans les minutes de I’ASaemblce, ni ‘méme du
nombre des voteurs, ni de ceux qui avaient ‘recu des
voix ; néanmoins Pon ‘vient nous dire, .sans aucune
preuve, que I'on a'découvert une erreur, et ’on prononce
de suite qu'elle existe. . En mpposqnt qwelle ‘aurait

-existé, il n’y aurait gnun révlement qui auarait ‘autorisé
e Bureau en pareille circonstance d’y. pourvoir; et
aviez vous ce réglement?. Répondez !

Voyons maintenant Ja demande que le Dr. Arnoldi a

‘faite au Dr.. (,halleboxa, et queile est la réponse; de ce

dernier.
Capze de la lutlrc du Dr. Arnoldi.
. Montréal Oct 23, 1347..
Mon cher Monucur )
1l parait par une liste authentique que nous 'n'ons reruc derni-

érement, qu 'il se trouve une erreur de Ja part de ceux qui ont

-tenu le serutin a I'élection géndrale des gonverneurs du College.
‘Cing’ candidats €'y trouvent, ayant trente-six voix chnque “de

sorte qu'il faudrait faire une antre clection parmi ces ‘cing pour

“eavoir lequel des cing doit se retirer, earily en aurzit un de

trop.  Mais comme je me suis laissé dire que vous aviez dessein
de vous en retirer, ayez la bont6 de me fuire savoir, si et tJe cas.

' ‘(Jelu émm toute ditficulté dispuraitra.

. Je suis monsieur, "
o Y oue, &.c.,
o (Sign¢) Daxter, Arxoun,
‘ FPrés. C, M. & C, C. B,
‘\I (,hnrlcboxs, M D '

Copie de la lcl(rp du Dry. (/Iu/r/rutns.
. ) ’\IoeraI, W Oct. 1847.
‘\Ionsu—:ur le Président,
© Yai Fhonneur d’accuser réc.epllon de la ‘-fmc e date du 23

du courant, dans laquelle vous me demandez si ma résignation

et arréibe. Je vous fais savoir que je ne sais nallement disposé

-a résigner ma fonction de gouverneur et examinateur du bureau du
‘ collége des médecins et chirurgiens du Bas Canada, et qu en con.
. ebquence ma plucc n'est pas vacante, -

: ) Jai T'honneur d"¢tre,
ETR | Votre, trés dévoué, &e., &c.
‘ (Snrm,) B. 1. C;nuu,x pots. "
M D. Amouh, \I D., I’rLs C.M.etC,C. E.

Passons maintenant au quameme chef d’accuaauon,

‘que le Bureaun avait nommé des gouverneurs sans en

avoir . le droit.  Qu’avez vous répondu a celuj.ci?

- Vous répondez, le Bureau devra se composer de 36

Gouverneurs, et pour étre constitu¢ légalement, il faut

‘ que (outes les places soxem ‘remplies 5 le Bureau des

e

Gouverneurs. a'sa premlue assemblée a rempli des pla-
ces qui Ctat ent devenues vacantes, et cela pour se congti-
tuer légalement, Il nomma pour cette fin ceux qui ré.
unissaient le plus de voix aprés ceux qui avalent été
proclamés élus.  Et n’est ce pas encore Ja le séns de la
défense (ue vous apportez a ce chef d’accusation?

Je vous le demanderai, 3. le Dr. Hall, de quel droit
pouviez vous faire de tels lunplaccmcms Y étiez
vous autorizés par un réglement approuvé pour cetle,
tin 7 répondez, si vous le pouvez, et dites nous ol se
trouvaient les minutes des dépouilles du scrutin ? vous
savez que rien de tout cela n’Existait, & moins que ce
ne fut dans la Liste Authentique a ]aquelle il est fait
allusion dans la lettre du président, vous n’avez done pas
u,pondu pour vous justifier.

“Le cinquiéme chel’ d*accusation a rapport au nombre
des gouverneurs, qui ne doivent étre que trente six,

‘d’aprea l’acte, et non pas de trente sept, vous répondez
4 cela, il n’est pas demontre que le président devra étre.

un des gouverneurs, dé plus, vous regardez le président
du collége comme étant “ a mere ex-officio governor,?

‘et non pus un des 35 tel que requis d’aprés Pacte 5 que
d’aprés votre maniére de lire et d’mtelpzcterl’mctc,dztes

vous, il estle président du collége : voila bien votre ré-
ponse. Voyons si ¢’est bien le sens delu Joi: Pacteest
encore précis sur le nombre des officiers, a larticle 1V,

il estdit: «And be it cnacted that the aftairs of the said
Colluge shail be conducted by a board of governors,

thirty-six in number.” trouvez-vous ici quil soit fait
memxon que le président soit “ ¢ mere ex- officio  gover-
nor,” comme vous le dites, non, ¢’est unc de vos dewu-
vertes, commme celle de Sec/etaue de district.

En définitive, nous terminons notre protét en conclu-
ant que les diverses irrégularités y mentionnées tendent
adéuuire ordre, ’harmonie et les pouvoirs que le dit acte
d’incorporation avait en vue d’établir pour le corps soci,
al des médecins, et demandons de pxoceder de nouveau
ele., ete. Quelle est volre réponse’'a cette conclusion !’
que le seul empéchement au bien social origine ‘'des pro--
cédés obstructeurs'd’on parti dont Ja conduite particu.
licre et ¢trange a porté le deamdle, efc., ctc.; vous
auriez da ajouter, dans un camp qui VOllId.lt. se constituer
en un tribunal (inquisition’ et prononcer sans qu'il ft
pemna a personne de répliquer. Soyez aussi juste dans
vos éerits, M. le Dr. Hall que vous I'étes dans vos en-
th“enb, vous n’avez pas éerit ce que vous pensez, ou du
moins ce que vous m’avez dit en différentes; circons-
Itances. ' JNVem'avez vous pas dit que tout ce qui avait
eté fuzt était 7lligal et que vous le considériez comme
tel ? n’avez vous pas encore dit que vous n’aviez pas
voulu ajouter a vos ¢itres celui de Gouverneur du college
des Médecins et Chlrurglcns du Bas Canada, parce que
vous pensiez (ue vous n ’Cliez pas nommé legalpment?

Nous devons donc repousser Paccusation portée conire

nous, et déclarer que nous ne voulions pas faire une op- -

position systématique contre Pacte actuel, puisque nous
demandions en terminant notre protét, de procéder de
nouveau aux réglements et i la nomination des gouver-
neur du dit collége, et pour cela il fallait annuler ce qui-
avait été fait, et si I'on sy oppman, nous serions con-
vaineus que l’on voulait i imposer 4 la profession une loi
mauvaise dans ses résultats, et inapplicable a £es besonnso
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bl l’on pembtc a dire que cette 101 convnem ]e ne crains
pas d’avancer qu’on a voulu tromper la plote;smn, et
qu'on la trompe encore dans cetle loi; et c¢’est pour lui
avoir signal¢ toutes les mtrl"uea mises en usage pour
falre fonctionner une loi mauvaise et'la Ini faire adopter
qu’on nous accuse de faire de l’opposmon.
Nous ne nous opposons pas a la loi puisqu’elle existe,
. mais en attendant qu’elle soit mppelce ou modifiée, nous
voulons qu’elle ne soit mise en .opération que d’aprés
des moyens honnétes et des procCdés. reguhex s, et non
- pas d'aprés ceux qui ont &té ﬂdoplbb jusqu’d prcaent, et
“-qui yendent illégal ce qm a &té fait, de P'aveu méme de
vos grands médecins. + - Clest done aux procédés que
nous nous opposons, et non pas a la loi, tout en travail-
lant pour en obtenir le rappel, puisqu’elle n’atteint pas le
but pour lequel clle a été ‘demandée.  Nousavons con-
couru & faire donner & la profession une loi en lademan-
dant avec vous, ImMais nous ne nous sommes pas engagés a
1a faire fonctionner mal, et & en partageravec vous toute
la responsabilité de ses eﬂeta, si nous travaillons aujour-
d’hui dansun sens contraire, ¢’est afin'de détourner les
mauvais eflets de cette lox, en téte de laquelle nos noms se
trouvent apposés d’aprés une pétition quila solicitait ;. re.
connaissant que cette loi n ’atteint point son but, du moins
celui pour lequel nous la demandions, nous serions mépri-
- sables si pour des considérations pexsonnelles nous nous
en trouvions satisfaits.  Voild en résumé les motifs qui
nous ont fmt, et qui nous font agir, et pour lesquels nous|
résisterons a toutes vos démonstrations, tant qu'elles ne
seront point appuyccs sur des raisonnements qui puissent
nous faire voir que ¢’est Pintérét de la profession quiles

dxrwe. ‘ :
J. EMERY CODERRE..
Montréal, 26 juin 1848, ' ‘

‘SHEE"I‘S FROM MY PORTFOLIO.
» . . By A.Vox lerLanp, Esq. M, D.
' (Continued from page 26.)

~In the country parishes, where the absence of edu.
c'tlloll precludes the inhabitauts from all means of
1pprccxalmg the bll[)(!ll()l claims of the well qualified
practitioner over :the grossly ignorant charlatau, it
“not unﬁ-eﬁuuhlly follows that the latter, master of all
‘the arts and cunning of armnt impostors, allures the
credulous into a sceurity of such implicit confidence in
his capacity and wisdon, as to leave no very enviable
share of daty to the former, ‘

~ I may now refer to within a few _yczu's of the prc-
_sent time, 'when, in addition to better oppoxlumtlcs of

A

‘education at home' (Canada), the nwdlc.xl institutions |

of some parts of the United bt.ue: had ‘also been
greatly improved ; and to which a great number of the
students, whose. pecmnary cxrcumstances admltted it,
_resorted, for the purposes of further prosecuting their |-
professional studies, and obmmmr degrees of no less
' grade than Doctors in \chlcme, (none other, seem-
lngly, being ‘conferred to medical candidates in the
United States.) - We are not, however, always' to

mf'er, that - tlxeac maxks of . collegiate or umversnty
distinction are intended as pubhc testlmonn]s of the
success with which these studies have been prose-
cuted; Lut we may content ourselves in believing,
that they follow as a mere matter of course. With
some slight variations, the form adopted at Leyden of
taking a medxml degree, is followed at "Edinburgh,

and none ‘can .be promoted to the honorable one of
M. D, wuthout baving studied medicine at least four
years at this or some other university. These honor-
able acknowledgements of professional celebrity havc,
of late years, been very prodigally bcstowed ; and it
need not now :perplex the inquisitor, when he sees
“ M. D.” added to the name of an acquamtance, about
the manner he has been so re'idzl_y inaugurated !

Nevertheless, I ourrht not to omit be'u ing evidence’
to the just claims of a few members of the prof‘esswn‘
to this honorary degree ; 10r, mdepcndem of their
elevated and distinguished posmon, the many impor-.
tant and \'ahmblu services they have rendered to the
cause of science and humanity entitle them, not only
to the most honorable marks of distinction within the
power of any foreign umversxty (““ La cause des sciences.
est la causc des peuples,”) or other learned institutions,
to confer, but to rewards of a more substantial nature.
Need we cven look back to those appalling times of
1832 and "34,* times when the greater the persénal‘
danrr(-rs appeared served only to incite the more—
sevcr'tl members of the profession were stimulated to
exertions almost surpassing human—to stay the gene-
ral dcshucuon of himan life !+ . Yet, \"hcre Iwould
fain'i inquire, even to this day, is to be found any pubhc’
xecond of ackno\xledwement, f)l' services txul) pamouc,‘
and far transcending any other in xmportance and
consideration to human society ?

From the great number of persons then admmed as
practitioners in all the various branches of medlcme,‘
110 other avenues were offered for their establishment
than the rural districts, already more than sufficiently
pxoviued, both for the interests of the practitioners, and
(perhaps) political tx ranquility of the passive inhabi-
tants. The conscqucnce has been,: ‘mortification, and
disappointment to all their dreams of wealth and pros-
perity, and"the wasting.’ away their very esistence in
exertions to maintain the appe.lmnce of respectablhty,
without scarcely the means of enjoying the common
comforta of the yeoman or mechanic. . , ~

If we occasmually see, in some of ‘the couutry
parishes, the dwelling house and offices of a wedical
practitioner offering the appeamnce ol grandeur &nd

® And, we may add, 1847,



the. pn,hmm'lr\' education of" stu.knt: be had,
xcpumuou and consideration wluclx the pmﬁ,soors aim

‘respectability, and Ins famxly posse~smfr all the emoy»

ments of superior society, you may be fully convinced
that all these have been acquired in times of old,
when, fx{dm the paucity of practitioners, he had pro-
bably the attendance of threb or four parishes, then
yielding abundant crops and high prices. But, for
many years successively, the parishes have ecome
greatly impoverished, through the entire. f'\xluw of the
crops, and the means of the lvxha!nmm: conaequentlv
so contracted, that they :cldon‘l seck for me immediate
aid of sc:encc or art to relieve ¢ the ills w hich fiesh is
heir to,” except in very extreme cases ; | and in
these, . it not unirequently happens, that, as the char-
latan is less expensive in his charges than the licensed
practitioner, he is preferred to the latter.

"The institations which the province now possesses,
offer to the student all the advantages of that profes.

“sional cducation he was formerly compelled, at very
‘considerable expense and inconvenience, to seek at a
distance.
_pital and the University ' of McGill College, the
‘medical departments of which are entrusted to profes.
- sors, not only of distinguished talents in the practical

We have now. the Montreal General Hos-

opcmuona of thclr various branches, but also of emi.
nent acquirements in gmeral medical literature.

We have also, in the same ut}, a school of medicine,

-of recent organisation, and incorporated by an act of

the Provincial Legislature. Some of the professors of

this schoo], also, dbscrvedly rank hlgh in the profes-
“ gion's” and, from their acknewledged a
~cannot fail of proving an important auxilizry to the
. Umversnly of McGill " College,
:i‘cmmemly scrwceablc to the’ mtucsts

ttainments, it

and, wnsu;uent]),
and advanece-
ment of medical education in this counu)

Bul, notwnlhstandmw the :uapectaolhtv which these

' schools unv bear i in the eyes of the public, ‘and the|®

.Ldmmagbs they may also offer to the whn’lt10u of|
.ilmost every departn"enl of medical wu,nc(' candour
comnen, me to observe, that, un'c% a st St regard to
the

at, can never be attained.* It is not riow: :my intention
to write an essay upon the preparatory cdircational
rcqutrermnts of those intended for the study of medi-

- cine, but it must be obwou; to every one, that, ina

science so complicated and so abstruse, a student
without a classical education. cannct be. prepared to

. receive :‘\l‘l‘the important heneﬁts of Iocturps, or even

; *Thc latc act of mcorpor..uon hag happily . prMcnbcd the
requisite prclxmunrv educnuon tlvruugh, doubtlcss, the p'ufessors

L themselvc

comprchend thoroughly a treatise upon the most com.
mon elementary principles of any of its branches. .

No further back than the year 1708, we find, in the
limox) of the University ‘of Edinburgh, that no
student' in medicine could be admitted to lectures’
without a perjcct Anowlcdge of Latm and Greek! and,
as the adver tisement may appear mlcrostm even in,
these, our t'mes of intellectual speed, 1 have deemed‘
it not unw oxl.n' ofa place in my portfolic.

¢ Quod Patriz charxssune, et in ea Phillatris, felix faus-

tum que sit. .

- ¢ Robertus Snbbaldm, ‘M. D., eques auratus, 'Deo ausplce
hnstouam naturalem, et artem medicam, qunam Dei Gratia
per annos quadmgmla tres 'feliciter  exercuit, docere in.
privatas Collegias mncipict, mencxbus vernahbus heyus anm
1706. T

¢« Monendos autem censet juvenes harum rerum cunas, se
non alios in albuin suum conscripturum quam qui calent
linmuam Latinam et Gracas,omnem philosophiam et mathe-
scos fundamenta quod clnrovmphm perceptorum testatum
vult.”’—Edinburgh Courant, 14th February, 1706.

It is, moreover, scrxcmlv to be regretted, that party
spirit, exclusive fecling, and an assumption of superi.
ority of one school over the other, should sometimes
operate divisions, highly prejudicial to the dwmt) of
professional ch.uactvr in the eyes of the world, and
destructive to the' promotion of that harmony which
should ever subsist in the mutual intercourse of men
of literal minds and cducation. It can only be in-
proportion to the benefits accruing to science, and the
manner in which it is taught to others, that rival
institutions may be hdnorably and justly estimated;
and surely not to that blind preference, fraught with
so much cvil, which arises from a rapid celerity in
running in one or two years tlnough a course of
studies requiring three or four years at least, hoth for
the after ease of mind of the nxdustnous pnpd and the
interests of society. =~ " o

"F'he Marine and Lnngmnt Hu:,pm * cstablished in
thc city of Quebec (the immediate port from sea) is
constituted h_y]e"xalalnc ondctmcnt as the Ivgmmate
and only receptacle for all diseases occurring among
seamen  and - emigr ”ta. . 'T'he vnumhu' of  patients
introduced into its «rlmi -md mednca! wards through-

*Some changes have lately taken ‘place in this hospital by the
increase of six more visiting physicians and surgeons to the staff.
These are appointments upon which the profcs:a'on at large must
snoner or later expresg their opinions. . Now thal we possges 8
representative system of medical gmcrnmcnt, in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, it is to be hoped thut' that body will
move to be put in possession of the circumstances attending these
rppointments, some are far from satisfuctory. * It would, huwever,
have been advisable, and ‘much more to the 'xdvanlarrc and well-

being of this institution, had the autherities of the time held out

some henorable inducements for retaining the valuable services of
Dr. Fremont, a gentleman " whose, prnfcqsxonal acquirements. are
p'accd in high “estimation by hix brethren. [e has, I believe,
acceded to the solicitations of 'the nume of the Hotel Dieu, and
bccomc one of the attending physicians of that lmspx!nl
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Mean] 20.579] 29.518 ] 20.532 w ww,ﬂwm_%a 1710 | 584 | 62. 3 ﬁw, 447] 386413 .qi 590 .77 72| 0.151b. | 0.661b. | 0.10 1b. {1.810tightuink, rain & winds from 05, pm
. ‘ o Temperature for June,’ * Rain, Wind,
fiighest de:ES: 29,917 on 3::24 a,m, Monthly 133_.:«.: o_ $:.=_ s&: Sn: Q_S:..?.. - . _Year. Mean.| Max. | Min. | Range./No, 9:5. Inches, | Winds, |Calims; Mean
Lowest do, - 29,163 un?23d,atl p, m. M Range 0.749 I N, W, 168 Total, 18405 ..., 60.3° |, 79,99 { 36,19 | 43.2° 4,860 force,
ffighest Temperature, 92°,0 on 15th, nt 3p.m, M Monthly S.W. 12| Winds, 3391841, 66.0 93,1 45,3 47.8 a 1.660 191 [ us |o.36
_ Luwest - do, .. 3794 on1dth,atla.m, { Range 51,6 - 49 ) Calms, 23511842, 66,4 | 76,0 | 281 .| 47.9 15 5.165 156 | 16 0.3t
“ - Mean Max, Therm,, 71, 44—Mean Min. Therm,, &1.41, N. £, 10 1843, . -63.94 | 83.3 28,2 63,1 12 4,696 324- 1300 {0,217
-~ Mean Daily Range, ..20°.02 Mean fosce o_.s_a Wind, 0.231h prsqr foot]] Obser,, 624 |1844,. 60.41 | 83.3 | 33,2 | 50.1 9 - | 8635 | 237 | 313 [ 019
Extreme Daily Range, 44° ,0from 3 am to 3 pm on 15th - Maxitnumn foree, ,10 :.m at 4h 25 pm,, on 20th 1845y .0 .0...| 61,32} 84,6 39.6 45,0 e 3,716 323 ,wqu 0,271
Warmest Hour, 3 pm, Meun 3_.._....: oamu_ae.. .14 Greatest Day’s Wind, uua.lzgi.aa;_ 01 Ibs, 1846, .. 842 | 39,1 451 10 1.920 319 1245 | 0,32
Coldest - do, 4nm, do, - 63,31 B Least  do, - 28th, 1p.0sibs.; 1841, ... 718 | 3600 | 41,8 14 - | 2626 | 342|282 |0.30
..S;_;s:. notes will be a_::_ at the foct of all the ?mzs; o:m?zs. “ltsss, 37,4 | 646 8 1.810.1 339 |785 1028 ] -
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UNIVERSITY OF M GILL CQLL GE.
FACUYLTY OF NEE&‘)E»@gEE.

HE EVSUXVG WINTER COURSE, OF LECTURES, in lhc Faculiy of Medicine, will commence on \‘[onday, '\ovember
6th, and will be contmucd unmler'uptcdn), with the o\r-cpnon of the Chn:tmw ‘acnuon, till the Jast w ch in April, furmmcr a
Scssnon of Sxx Months. -

. 'Theory and Practice o" '\Tcdlcmc . - . - - R by A. F Hulmm, M.D.
e - Principles and Practice of Sur«erv L. et =L e e e GO WL Camphell, MLD,
no Chemistry, - ' .- . el 0T e A Hall, MDY
L Midwifery and D|=msc'=of “omnn 1ndChu'lmn, - . B T RV ' Mc(,ulloch, M.D.
“"1 . . Anzatomy {General and Descriptive;, -~ . .- - .= =, ¢ 0.T. Bruneau, M. D,
S Materia Medica and Pharmacy, - - - - e - S, C, Sewell, M.D,
- Clinical Medicinc and Surgery, - - T - - & J. Craw ford, M.D.
_ Institutes of Medicine, (Physwlor'\, &c.), -« - < . < . &R, L Macdonnell, M.D,
Forensic: Medicine, . - . - R T . ¢« Wm. Fraszer, M.D.
Practical Anatomy, - . - .. u“ - - s W, I. Sentt, M.D.
‘ _ Curator of Muscam, - - Win. Wright, M. D

K Montreal ”£1>crm Iiasptlal visi? c" dm/'/ al Noon.
‘ Universily Lying-in Hospital open ta the Students of the Midwifery Class.

In each of the Courses above specified, five lectures per weels are given, excopt in the Coures of Clinical Medicine, and nf
Mcdrwl Jurisprudence, in the former of which two, and in the latter lhrcc only, daring the week, are given..  The Lecturers in
the different departments, will illustrate their respective subjects, by the aid of preparations, plaws, dppd\'utu“. specimens, cle. efc.

The Medical Library, which 1s furnished not only with books of reference; but the osual clementary’ works, will be open to
matriculated students, without chargre, under the necessary regulations.” ‘Access to the Museum will be allowed ut certain houre.
The Demonstrator of Anatcmy will be daily in the Dlascclmg Rooms to aversee and Direct the students.

N. B.—The tickets of this University being recognized by the Universilies and Colleges of Great Britain, sludenls who
purpose completing their professional cducauon in “the mother country, will obtain'an mxpon.am advantage by having .xtlended its .

Courses.
SUMMER SESSION.

The Summer Courses wiil commence on the second Monday of May, 1849. ‘
Medical Jurispradence, - - ~ . . - .. Dby Dr. Fraser. '
Botany, . - - - - - . -« . . * Dr. Papinean. .
‘ : ‘ ‘ A. F. IlOL\ILS MD. & P
Secrelary Med. Fac.

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. . o I\TA”URAL HISTOR Y S0l ETYV.
HE Subscribers have constanﬂv on hand a large ' TN conformity with a ‘Resolution passed at a General
assortment of superior Surgical Instruments ol Ihe Meeting of the Souu), on MONDAY, the 28ih
© best Sheffield manufacture, consisting of :— ult., notice is hereby given, that THREE MED,\.IA
Complete Pocket Cases, of various sizes - | will be awarded for the Beet LDSAYS on the follo“-‘
- Eye Instruments in Cases L |ing subyzcta t— ‘
Midwifery © do do o : '
Cupping - do do N ) FIRST chss--Two \!LDALS- .
An}u}putatinv do do ‘ SubJect Any Branch of the Natural Hlstory of Canada
Lithotomy ~ do do ; - ‘
Dontis’s’ . do do - o SPCOND CLASS—ONE MEDAL. |
Disseeting do - do Lo o Qulucc( Any Branch of General Natural IIMol) not
Postmortern do do = o wmprchended in'the first class. *
With every variety of Instruments usually requnrul ‘ The Lbeays to be forwarded to the Secretarv on or
An additional suppl) received per vessels this sca-| before the 1st of July next, under an anonymous signa~’
-~ son. ‘~—AND— ture, and accompanied with a sealed note, containing

. Geouine’ Druas, Chemicals and Apolhecanes Ware. | the name and zddress of the writer, which notes shall .
'Orders from the countly will receive parlmu]ar atten- fonly be opened in the cases of the successful Lssa) s
tion. " Competitors are requested to note the class to w In
! rhich
5. JONES LYM AN & Co,, they desire their Essaysito belong..
Chemists and Druggists, ‘
+ Place D'Arxlaes. ‘

The successful Essays to remain the pxopert) of the
Saciety. The olhexa to be returned to theu' duthors lf
L . [so requlrod ‘ s
- MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY L) Tl e Eaaayi to be in either l‘rench or Lnghsh.

T HF next Monthly Meeting of this Souet; will be|. ‘ Q IRV

‘ .[‘ held at the Rooms of the Mechanies’ lnantu‘te, T CI—IfAk' HE\}I:X lS)AYl\i.NMI? ,S
- on Saturda}' Evenmg, August 5, at 8 o'clock P, - | o €c. :ec. o £
: L Hrc'ron PevTIRR, M.D., - 21, Great St. James Street, Momrcal C. E.

‘ Montrea] Augustl 1848, ‘ ‘ Searctary. Marth 4, 1848

\lontreal May, 184@.“«
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CHLO OFOR"J

VHE SUBSCRIBERS have prepaxed for ‘Sale,
AL - Chloroform, or Terchloride of Iormyle, the new
Anmsthetic Agent, as a substitute. for Ether, recently
proposed by Dr. Simpson, of Edinburgh. This Agent
has received the recommendation of the highest T\Ied1~
cal Authorities in Great Britain, and" hDa b en used
with mcreased suecess in this v ieinity. .

, 'S J. LYMAN & Co .

C”Lemzsts, Place D’./b mes, .Montzeal
Ian 31 1848,

HE Subscnbers have their usual assortment of gen- ‘

uine Drugs and Chemmala, which they oﬁr]o.s for

‘ ca;h or appxoved eredit..
WM. LYMAN:‘&‘C

‘ U R Q UHART’ S ‘
. FLUID EXTRACT OF TAMAI(“A SARSAPARILLA a

HE . Subscriber begs leave to submit to the Mdecal

Profession and to ‘the public, his ptﬂparatxon of

Sarsaparilla which has been extensively used iu their

practice, by many of the most eminent Medical Gen-

* tlemen in the City,and with the most beneficial results,

as' the following testimonials, with which he has bcc'x
very politely favored, will satisfactorily show:

"For sale only at the Medxml Hail, Gleat. St ‘Tame:.-

St' eet. ‘
‘ ALL\ UROUHA’I T.
1 AuvustQ.‘

ALE\A’\'DER URQUI,ART, Esa. —-DEAu Sm,—-l ha»e
much pleasure in bearing testimouny to the faithful man-
ner in which you prepare your fluid Extract of the
Compound decoction of Sarsaparilla. ThisI am ena-

" bled to do on account of zeveral of my patients havirg
‘ de ived the greatest benefit from its use.

- For Constitutional Syphilis andChronic Rhcum qtis.

I have preseribed it with the most marked effects ;. JTean
‘theref‘ore, withount the least hesitation, recommend your
preparatxon as one possessing all the Medicinal quali-

ties of ‘the Compound Decoction of Sarsaparilla, while|.

it-is, at'the same time, more pa!ale'lble, and lewa apt to
' deran"e the stomach. ‘
I remain, Dear Sir,
~ Your most obed’t ser \’t,
‘W. Fraser, M. D
Lecturer on Me(hcal Iurx~pru(lencc, ‘
. ’I’G Hy Colle{,e..
Montreal, ch l‘ebrua.g, 1847.

Mcnf.rea’, Ie})rl'ar\' IOtlx. ]817.
I beg to cgrhf‘;, that T have employ ed \er}, exten-.
sively, the « Fluid Extract of Sarsaparilla,” m made by
M, Urquhart, in all those discases in which that Medi- |
eine is usually preseribed, and that I have found it a
“most valuable preparatxon. I can, mioreover, state from
, peraonal mvestxgahon, that the proprietor eniploys’ none

but the j)‘incét iumidic‘nt# and bestows the greatest

care and attention upon the mode of preparmg lhcxe-

med\ ) ' .
Rosnn'r L2 Y\cnoxm L, ]\L

Iecturer Institutes of‘ ‘\iedxcmp, :

‘ ~ 'M'Gill College, . ;

Ph)quan to the Montreal Geucz al Hocpxla)

Mr. Urquhart's Sarsaparilia is the only preparatmn ot

| this valuable Medicine that I can, with entire conﬁdence,

recommend to my patients. .
MM Cutrocw, M. D
Montlenl 10t remudn 184./ C B

DEaR Sir,—I have frequently pre:cnbed your, I‘lmd

Extract of Sarsaparilla, and 1 have no hesitation in

recommending it asavery elegant and convenient fmm

f'ox adrmm\texm that Medxcme, o :

Xomq very truly, ‘ -

o R Geo. W, CAMPBELL.

To A!e\. quu!nvt, Exq. o L

Montreal, 10th Tebruary, 12::;, . g

Dr. Picauit’s Pharmacy, -
69, $t. PAUL STREET, BONSECOURS MARKET

Just receiv pd, and for Sale, together with tl‘c mual
Drugs, the Tollowing . ;

C I' T“ \’ ICAL S
Aconitine : 1 Joduret of Lead
Brucipe C. 1w of Potassium
Chloride of Gold - ‘¢« of Quinine
L6 of Gold & Sodmm Jalapine
Citrate of Iron Lactate of Iron
Cyanuret of Mercury Lactucarium
C%Of Potassigm | Lupuline
~ (very puve.) Naphthaline -
Delphine - Narcotine
Digitaline Oxide of Silver Rup
Llaterium ! Rhabarbarine =
Emetine ‘ «Siryehnine
’| Gentianine -, Valerianate of Zine
..lech(anmb.alndwd) Vcratixie ‘
Ioduret of Arsenic Oil of Brgot ‘
< of Iron “ of qpmve" s
“  of Mercury. ‘ o

}s\tr acls of Eveq I\md &c &L o

The gcntlemun of “the ‘Profession are pamcularl)
mvltcd to inspect a Set of TEN MODELS of SUR-.

|GICAL ANATOMY, of Natural Size, made with

Leather, the most pexfect imitation ever seen m l'm‘*
ountr) - o

‘ ‘Wonhml ’\I'u 29, leI( ‘ R S

I‘v’ B, Le EEQEY%:N”@
DISINI'ELTI\TG FLUID
TO BE SOLD AT DR PICAULT’ S

69, St. Paul Streat ‘

NEF



