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JANUARY, 1868.

of Congregational Asso-
ciations are based on twvo
principles: the first is,
that whatever is worth doing
at all should be well and
thoroughly done. If it can
be shown that there is work
for a congregation to do,
why not take the easiest and
best way to accomplish it ?

The sccond principle way be called an
axiom of Christianity; it is this,—It is
the duty and privilege of every Christian
to take part in the work of Christ’s Church.
When we think of the important pur-
poses for which Christian people are sup-
posed to be united into congregations,
instead of saying that there should be in
each a lay association, it were more proper
to aver that cach should be such, having
as its aim the mutual improvement of its

, RGUMENTS 1in favour { cases trustees in whom are vested the

church property. All these affect the in-
dividual congregation, but at intervals there
come appeals from without ; they are some-
times asked what they can do for others
less fortunately circumstanced than them-
selves; once in three months, at least, a
collection will be asked for one of the
Schemes of the Church, or for some bene-
volent object. Who is to see to these?

* If the elders and managers have discharged
' the duties assigned to them they may think

they have done their share of the work;
they have business of their own to attend
to, let others undertake this. The minis-
ter: what can the minister do! He can
but announce a collection from the pulpit :

: in truth he would rather not do even that,

members, animated by an carnest desire :

to communicate the blessings of Christiani-
ty to others, and ready at all times to adopt
any plan that may conduce to the one or
to the other. The lay association we have
in view is not to supersede any of the ordi-

nary appliances of a congregation, but is |

designed to be an auxiliary to them. The
Kirk Session has its peculiar work which
must not be meddled with. 1o the clders
it belongs to arrange with its moderator
the times and order of public worship; to
assist in the exercise of discipline, and in
the dispensation of the sacrawent; to visit
the sick ; to relieve the poor, and, generally,
to strengthen the hands and encourage the
heart of the minister. Then, there is usu-
ally a committee of management of the
temporal affairs of the congregation. On
them it devolves to provide the ways and
means for defraying the ordinary. expenses;
to sce vhat stipend is paid at the proper
time ; to effect insurances on the church
and manse, and to keep them in proper
repair.  Besides these, there are in most

t

for it scems that he is called on to ask for
money, money, money ! for ever. Here it
is that our Lay Association comes to the
rescue, and volunteers to take churge of all
collections for the Schemes, and other mis-
sionary purposes. Very good! this looks
well on paper, but how is this most desira-
ble ageney. to be formed ? tell us its modus
operandi.  We like to retain the idea that
the congregation is to be the association.
Well, it is announced that on a certain

. week-day evening a meeting of the congre-

gation will be held for the purpose of con-
stituting themselves ““a Lay Association.”
The appointed hour arrives: if half a dozen
or so meet with the minister in the church
and find (at the beddal has forgotten to
kindle the fires and light the lamps, it may
be taken for granted, then and there, that
in that congregation the imag aary associa-
tion has got the “ six months hoist.” It
is of no use to try to make water run up
bill. Suppose, however, that three-fourths
or even onc-half of the congregation fyle
an appearance, we may go to work. A
chairman is clected—it must not be the
minister—it need ot be the clder; any
one whose social standing is good in the
community will do just as well. Ifheisa
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shrewd business man—one who knows the | tend, not necessarily to preach, but to ap-
value of money, and has some knowledge = prove, counsel, encourage, and contribute

of human nature—so much the better,
clect him by acclamation. Having been

installed, he will cxplain the purpose for .

which the meeting was counvened in a few

words, the substance of which will be,— |
¢ it is the duty of every Christian to take -

part in the work of Christ’s Church.”
Thereafter it will be moved by some one.

his quota of information. Ttis of no use
to be always urging upon people the gencr-
al duty of giving. Tell them Tather about
what they arc asked to give for; set forth
its particular claiws in terms clear, point-
ed, and pithy. Ifa good case is made out
it will commend itself to every rizht-think-

" ing man and womzn. Weremember hearing

seconded, and unaniinuusly resolved, * that -

it is the desire of this congresation to co-
operate with its office-bearers in the work
of the Church generaily. and. particularly,
by instituting a-system, whereby month-
Iy or qaarterly contributions will be
asked from cvery member. that frowm
the sum thus collected. an anuual appro-
priation shall be made to the scveral
Schemes of the Chureh, and to such other
purpases as may be agreed upon.” Another
now moves  the appointment of an Exe-
cutive Committee, with power to xdd to
their nuicher, znd to take the necessary
steps for givinz eficet to the suwwestions of
the chairman.”
occur to the committee s to ** take stock ™

of the material they have at their disposai.

An accurate fist of the names and addresses

of cach member of the congregatinn wiil

finst be made out : secondly, the parish wiil

be mapped out inte wards. and. thirdiy. a
brace of colicctors appointed for cach
ward. Twoare better than one. The dis

ciples were thas seat out “two and two
together.”  The young men of a coangre-
gation may very properiy be appointed as
collectors, it will mve them an interest
in their Church, or. with equal propricty.the
voung ladics. The best qualification for the
work is a willing mind.  Ifthey discharge
their duty faithfully and affectionately
what a deal of good they will do, besides
collecting mones ! So much for the anman-
ization. Now. it wili be further resolved.
that while the mising of maney for misgon-
ary purpeses s held to be an important part
of the wark of this Asswciation it is not i
be confined to that, bui. as the Hazascof Com-
monsfrom time to timce constitutes itseif inte
aCommiticcofths whole House, so this ean-
regation shall oo into a commitiee of the
whale. at the laast, onee in three months,
that is to v, thepe shail be beld 3 quarter

Iy congrezational mecting on the evening of
a week day. which wiil be presided oves by
the chairiman clected at the last annaal
mocting. and it shali be the endeavanr of
all to render these meetings papular, insiruc-
tve, and interesting.  The minist r wilat-

of vne who boasted that he had delivered
himself of a speech full two hours in lenwth,

~and who received the reply,— then you

The first thing that will -

must have had 1 very bad subject.” At
cach successive quarterly mestin ¢ the execu-
tive committee will report proge s, They

- will have learned somethin : tenn the closer

contact inte which they ha.e been brought
with their co-parishioners.  They may have
ancedotes to tell of their reception, perhaps,
in some quarters, of objections raised and
combated, of misapprehensions removed,
and prejudices laid aside, as the results of
their visits. Every member of this Associa-
tion shall have the apportunity afforded hin
of addressing the weetings upan any sub.
jret havine reference to Christian work  or
to Church manazement.  Q iestions may be
asked and answered.  The encourazement
duc to Sabbath Scheols, and the best me-
thods< of conducting them will furnish one
topic for consideration.  Another may be,
= Mission to the Heathen;” and what ihe
Churches oi Scotland, England. and Ameni-
ca are doing in that direction : and. in con-
nection with this, our awn ** Indian Orphan-
age Scheme” will not be averlonked.  Sup-
pose the subject of ¢ Ministerial support”
were announced th- diseussion wight at least
bring out an cxpression of apinion as o
whether or not the ramuancration of Clergy.
nen is praportionatc to tue importance and
responsibihity of their work, Itmzht, forin.
stanee, be put in thic war,—the averagze
yearly camnings of 3 oollier in the Albion
Mines of Nowa Sentia is stated an undoubt.
od aathority to be SIS0 A\ lrge number
2f ministers do not reecive wore than that
sumn per annam . nezarded from a Chrissian
stand-point, what is hikely to result ? Shoald
more Younz men be educated with a view to
the mines, and fewer for the ministry. or
weTe it not wiser to bring public opinion ta
basren thic queiion, in the haop- that in
teilizent innedlization woald pronoance 1
Gzvour of attacling sach pocuniary advan.
tazec to tie offee of the minisiry as nught
atirael. rather than fepei. the best taleat
the countsy to tins prefesioa. No harm
oald come From an arrument of that kind
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But, failing subjects cf profitable discussion
at such micetings, reading from Christian
Magazines, and there is no lack of them,
might be found useful and attractive. FKach
meeting will of course he opened and closed
with devotional exercises, and singing, with
or without instrumental aid, as the case may
be, will be a prominent feature. Once ayear
the quarterly meeting of our -Association
would be invested with especial importance,
this might be styled ¢ A 1missionary meet-
ing.” “a field day,” ¢ a gala day,” no mat-
ter what ; then the representatives of simt-
lar Associations might be invited to tell us
what they have done—to stisaulate, and re-
fresh us. .
Some suck plan as this wust. wething,
commend itself to all who are desirous of
engaming heartily in Christian work. Bu’.
somme one may szy. you have iwmored the
minister ! Such democeracy should be put
down! Notat all: why, the minister, al-
though behind the scenes. is himself the
moving spirit of the whale thing. It is
his Lay Association : witheut his permis
sion. nay, without his carnsst recommen-
dation. it would rever have had an exist-
ence: it warks for him, and rith him, in
sery thing it docs: he has but to frown
wpon it, and it will melt away. Ivery
congregation may become, should become,
such an association : the ** charze " should
be something far above and beyond a mere
“ living ™ for its incumbent : not - a candie
put under 2 bushel,” but a centre of usc-
falucss. radiating  blessed  influenice  all
areund —* a city sct on 2 hill that cannot
be hid "~~the WaTcHNAN upon its walls,
THEMINISTER ! His  status™ is that of

the captain of a ship—Ahe need nnt climb

the mast. nor haul a rope : that of the col-
oncl of a reiment—Ahe need not do the
drudgzery of a private.
grezation in hand. he can apprepriaic the
words of the centurion of old.—* For I am

aman under authanty, having soldiers under

me: and [ 510 this man. Go.and he mocth :
and t» another. Come. and he comcth ; and
to my servant, [Jo this, and he doeth 1t.”

The writer of =~ Ecee Homo ™ may be,
by competent eritics, charged with commu-
mating views somewhat paradoxical.  For
ous own pant we confess to havediscovered
aothing very dangerous in their tendency,
bat on the contrary much to admire. much
that is calculated to awaken thought and
stunulate Christian activity.  The foliow-
ing seaiences. quoted from that work, bear
onthesubject in hand, and express thoaghts
Blting to conclade with, infnitely better

If he have hiscon- .
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! than any word of our own. ‘- As the
' Church is a building, sv each member of
! it is a stone, and the prosperity of the
I Chureh is espressed by the orderly man-
| agement and sccure cementing of the stones
+The states ufthe world are distinguish-
ed from cach other visibly by geographieal
boundaries and language. But the Chris-
tian Iiepublic scarcely cxists apart from the
enthusiasm which animates it : if that dies
it vanishes like a fairy city, and leaves no
trace of its existence but empty churches and
lusurious sinecurists. And assuredly he who
remembers his citizenshipin it only by the
taxes he pays, is but one step removed
from forgetting it altogether. If. then. the
Christian humauty is to be maintained at
the point of cnthusiasmr in 2 man upon
whom the cares of widdie life have come.
he must not content himself with paying
others to do Christian work.  He must
contribute of his gifts. not merely of his
woney.  He must be a soldier in the cam-
paim a;inst evil, and not merely pay the
war tax.  To drop the figure. a flourishing
church requires a vast and complicated or-
eanization. which should afford a place for
every one who is ready to work in the ser-
vice of humanity. The enthusiasm should
aot be allowed to dic out in any one for
want of the occupation best cakeuiated to
keep it alive.  Thase who mccet within the
church walls on Sunday should not mesct
as strangers who find themselves together
. in the same lecturc-hall, but as co-operators

in a public wark. the object of which all

understand and to his own departimnent of
" which cach man habitually applics hie
' mind and contriving power. This meeting,
with the esprit de corps strong among them
¢ and with a clear pereeption of the purpose
of their union and thar meeting. they
would not desire that the cxhoriation of
the preacher shouid be. what in the natare
of thinxs it scldom can be, cdequeni. It
nizht then become weighty with basiness
and impressive as an officer’s address to
his troops before 2 Inttle.  For it wauld be
" addressed by = soldier to soldiers in the
presence of 2n eacmy whese characier they
understood and in the war with whom they
hadzivenand reecived tedling blows. It would
b2 addressed to an ardent and hopeful As
i sociation who had united for the purpase
© of contending within a given district against

discase and distress, of admisistening by
- every contrivance of kindly sympathy to the
radeness, coarkeness, ignorance, and impra-
+ dence of the poor, and the heartlesness and

hardoess of the rich, for the parpose of se-

- .. e
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curing to all that moderate happiness which
gives leisure for virtue, and that moderate
occupation which removes the temptations
of vice, for the purpose of providing alarge
a..d wise education for the young : lastly, for
the purpose of handing on the tradition of
Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, main-
taining the enthusiasm of humanity 1n all
the baptized, and preserving, in opposition
to all temnptation to superstition or fanati-
cism, the flial freedom of their worship of
God.”

UFFER a word or two
about the suspension of
>~ the Commercial Barkand
AR special appeal address-
ed in
Congregations.
is perhaps the greatest finan-

fallen the country.
ing overthe list of share hold-

|

l
|

consequence to our :
This failure

cial calamity that has ever be- .
In look- .

and of these, fifty-five, for the mest part fe- -

males. are holders of but one share. How
many days, years perhaps, of honest indus
tryand thrift arcirepresented by these singde
shares! Why did thiey risk their accumulat-
od earnines and savines, their little all. in
some eases, no doubt. in the Commercial
Bank? 3
1ed tobelieve, by those who were conversant
with such matters, that theit money was as
<afe there asin the Bank of Montreal. or any
other similar Institution. For the same
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meansof doing us an incalculable amount of°
good. If a dark cloud has fora little while
obscured our horizon, we may yet discover
that it has asilver lining. Ifby thisimpressive
and unwelcome circumstance we shall be
taught the lesson of greater self-reliance—
if our Congregatiuns shall thus be made to
know their power, and to exercise it—if,
even for this once, such aglow of sympathy
shall warm our hearts as will unite us allin
one commor effort for the removal of a pre-
sent difficuity, we may hope that long after
the enthusiasm of the hour hus subsided,
there will be left an abiding influence that
will tend to draw us closer in the bonds of
Christian brotherhood than ever we were
before, and that will be profitable to us in
many ways.  If this ensue, as there is rea-
son to hopr and believe that it shall, then
this Bank failure will appear to have been
sent us, “ a blessing in disguise.”

Perhaps we are too sanguine. but, let the

‘ ' thought be recorded ere any damper come
ers the number is observed to be aver 700, ;

over it. that this loss of $8000 per annum
will prove more valuable to us thanalike sum

. paid annually into our Treasury without

Why ! Just because they had been

personal effort and sacrifice of our own.
We arc not in 2 position to state what
has been done by all our congregations to-
wards making up the first year's deficit of re-
venue, but cnough has come to our know-
ledgzre to satisfy us that the Board will be
sustained. and that the offerings of our peo-

_ ple an this oceasion, when summed up, will

reason the Temporalities” Baard purchased a |

larze amount of Commercial Bank stock
some twelve vears ago, and no one who lays
claim to cven an ordinary share of common
sense, will now blame them for havinz done
0.

We are not careful to enquire intn the
immediate cause of the catastrophe. 1t
may have resulted from mshness, or remis-
ness. or both. on the part of the managers.
What we have to do with is, that the Bank

be all that was desired, and mere than somse
of us anticipated.  We naturally looked to
the large cities and towns to give the key
note, as it were, to all the rest. These. so
far as they have been heard from, have emit.

- ted no uncertain sound. Si. Andrews. Mon:

did stop payment and that the revenues of |

our Church are for the time-being lareely
diminished.  In eonmmon with most others
we were of opinion that this was to be re-
~arded as a very painful and deplorabie ca-
Jamity; but we sev reason to think other

.

wise of it now. Without fecling under any -

special oblization 1o the directors of the
Bank, and, certairly rot with the intention
of warding off blan~ trem ane blame-worthy
shoulder. we have come deliberately to rerand
1he emergency as one of thase things which,
like many other scaming cvils, may be the

treal. has headed the list with §1882—
noble cffort—enhanced in value, as it was
collected in two or three days, by the young
men of the congregation whe have recently
formed themselves into an  association in
connection with their Charch. 8t Paul's
Congremation though engaged in the erection
of an expensive Church edifice—a cathedrml
it may be called-—are understood to have eon
tributed $930, and smaller congregations
are doing their share.  We notice that the
congrezation of I terbore. in addition to
paving their ninister the §50 retained by
the Temporalities Baard, have contnibuted
£100 in cash to the Home Misdon Fund at
thistime Wlmention this not to flatter thew
they have done no mare than 1t was their
duty fo do. but it is pleasant for usall to
know that they have done that.  Qur hope
is that every congregation in the Charch
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will in like manner avail themselves of the | Sabbath-schools, and such as may with all

privileze of assisting in so good a cause,
giving according to their ability; so that
when the result is summed up there may not

be one congregation left out ¢ in the cold,” |

and that every minister may have the satis-
faction of saying.—¢ We have done what we
could.”

We have pleasure in calling the atten-
tion of our readers to the Prospectus on
another page of the new issue of the Juve-
NILE PRESBYTERIAN, which cannot fail to
commend itself, on many accounts, to the
ministers and Sabbath-school teachers of
the Church. A very large number of
Sabbath-school papers are now taken in
our schools, some of them of an inferior
description, and filled with light or unsuit-
able reading. With the new JUVENILE
we have the guzrantec of a committee of
office-bearers of our Church that the paper
will be adapted 20 the wants of our own

" mission fields and orphanages.

confidence be placed in the hands of our
children. The JGVENILE PRESBYTERIAN
will further be the active organ of our
flourishing Juvenile Mission, and full of
intelligence vbtained direct from our own

Un these
and many other grounds we commend the

_paper most cordially to the Church at

large, both in Canada and in-the Lower
Provinces, and we trust to learn that it
will thus reach every one of our numerous
Sabbath-schools. Copies of the Prospectus
have been nailed to all ministers in the
Dominion.

MINISTERS WIDOWS
FUND.
Congregations are reminded that the
collection for this Fund will be taken up on
the first Sabbath of this month. Nothing,
we believe, i3 needed to urae the claims of
this scheme upon our people.

AND  ORPHANS

Helos of onr Ghurely,

iNpreTion.—Jt gives us pleasure 1o announce
that the Reverend  Aiexander Mackay, Ilate of
\ora Scotia, was inducted on the 11th Decem-
her by the Presbyiery of Glerngary, to the im-
portant Gacelic Congregaiion of Loclicl.

The Rev.  Thos. McPherson, Meoderator of
Presbytery, presidedon the oceasionand preach-
+d an able sermon from Psalm 144, Vesse 1o
* Happy isthe peopie that isinsuch a case: Vea,
happy is that people whase God is the Lord.”
Tiereafter the Rev, Hugh Lamont suitably ad-
+ressed Minister and people on their respective
dutics.

Besides miaistering in Lochicl, Mr. McKay
has also to give a portion of his services to the
}\--ng vacant Gaclic Congregation of Datliousic
Mills.

Mr. McKay laboured in Nova Scotia for
neatly fifteen vears. His late charge there
—Salisprings, Gairloch, Piclou, is, we be-
Tieve, the largest in that Province—comprising,
if =t mistake not, four hundred and ffty
families. He comes amongst us with the repu-
tation of being a zealous and laborious minis-
wrr.  We congratulate the congregation of
Lochicl on havinglobtained the services of such
a man, andalgo the peopic of DalhousicMillis on

Ting secared a portion of these services. and
trust that the Great Head of the Church may
abundanily bless the labours of Mr. McKar in
the largz and important sphere of uscfalness,
tojwhich in the Providence of God, he has been
called, and that he may be long spared tobe a

lessing to Glengary.

Qresxy’s Cowrrar Micsiovany AssoCiaTion.—
At a mecting held on Isth November, in the
Classical Hall of Queen's University at King-
£191, the folloTing geatiemen were daly clect-

ed Office-bearers of Queen’s Collere Students
Missionary Association, vir.: President, Mr.
Wm. Mclennan, M.A.: Vice-Prestdent, Mr.
Samucl McMorine, B5.A. ; Corresponding Secre-
tary, Mr. Joseph 8. Eakin, B,A.: Recording
Secretary, Mr. Charles A. Doudiet; Treasurer,
Mr. Darxid P. Niven, B.A. : Librarian, Mr. John
R. Thompson, B.A.: FExccutive Commitlee,
Messrs. Doneld Strachan, Robert Campbell,
B.A., Jeseph Gandier, Peter Livingston, Ed-
ward Nesbiti, and A. Armstrong.

{We call attention to the necessivy of address-

. ing any comintnications to the ¢ Editor Box

: one month iate.

87 PO, Montreal.™ The above notice was
addressed to our publisher, and is, therefore,
Other correspondents are in
the hiabit of cending their commaunications to
the publishers or to pritate f{riends. The
simplest and most cxpeditions way i 10 send
dircet to the cditor.
Eo. PREIRVTERIAN.)

SrancrrviiLe—This congregation propose
holding a bazaar sometime during this month,
for the purpase of liquidating & debl on the
manse Cantribations in work or noney witl be
mast thankfully reecived by Mes Mullan at the
manse.  “ There is that scattereth and yet in-
creaseth.”

§7. Axpaew's Cieren. MoNTeEaL.—This con-
grepation have made the magmificeat contriba-
tions of $1887 to the Temporalities’ Fund, be-
sides $143 acknowledged in last numier from
the Messzs. Mclatosh. This argucs hearty and
active symjmihy.

St. Pact's Currcit, MorTrEs.—~This congre.
galios, notwithstandiag thai ey are in the
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midst of the heavy responsibilities of building a
beautiful and costly church, have with their ac-
customed liberality, coantributed $930 to the
Pemporalities Fund.

ST. Gaprier, Cnurcy, MostreaL.—This con-
gregation have by a special collection raised
$120 to the Temporalities’ Fuad, over and above
the amount they expect to raise for that
amongst other objects through the agency of
their Missionary Association. At the close of
their first year they find themselves with 115 fa-
milies, representing: about 609 souls, adhering
to them, and 180 communicants on the roll,
their prospects finaucially and otherwise bring
very cheering.

St. Matruew's, MostrEaL.—This congrega-
tion have contributed $22 to the Temporalities
Fuad.

GrirpinTows, MoxnTREAL.—Cur church has open-
ed a new mission station in this populousdistrict
of the city under the most favourable auspices.
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There is a Sabbath school in connection with
the station, attended by about 60 pupils. The
neetings have been held in a room kindly
furnished by Mr. Aitkin, and have been numerous-
ly attended by an intelligent audience. They

;xiscl;l $20 by collection for the Temporalitics
unu,

ST. Asvrew s Curren, Orrawa.—The Rev.
Daniel  Gordon, B.D., was duly inducted ou-
nister 6f this congregation by the Presbytery of
ttawa, on the seventeenth (17th) ult.

St. Axorew's Cucren, MeLpovrse.—It is in-
tended to have a bazaar in Melbourne eariy this
month. and arrangements bave also been made
for a course of lectures during the winter.

.I)o.\u\*rlo.\'s 70 QreeN's CoLLeGE Linrary.—A
friend, Kingston, 7 vols; John Lovell, publisher,
Mantreal, 1 vol.; Patent office, United Statcs,
4 vols.: Botanical Society, Edinburgh, 1 vol.;
Principal Snodgrass, 11 vols.

0y

SUNDAY SG:ooLs.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Si1z,—Those who labour with me in ibe Can-
adian corner of the great Sunday School Ficld,
must have been led to serivas reflection by the
tone of promincent speakers and writers on the
Sunday School system in Britain. Two articles
in yous last issuc refer to this subject. and [ an
induced to send you a few lines with the view

of keeping the question before your readers.
The position of matters is that the Sunday
Zchool which was originated in Kngland about
1781, has been gradually exteading and in-
creasing, until in 1866, it was cstimated that
there were in the United Ringdom of Great
Britain and Ircland 4,000,000 children under
its religious teaching. U'p to about the present
time the popular voice has been raised in favour
* of the Sunday School. The press has lauded it
and orators have cloquently sounded its praises.
Evervbody, in shorl. believed that its exicnsion
in uscfulaess had kept pace with its increase in
numbers.  Now, however, has comne a reaction.
The machinery of the system is still doing its
work. Vast workshops arc pouring forth their
treasures of literature in the shape of books and

tlustrated papers forits benefit ; and busy brains |

are furnishing ke wherewithal to supply these
workshops, but all in vain—startling with its
suddenness comes the cry ¢ the Sanday School
srstem is 2 failare.” Why? say the three
hundred thonsand teachers of Britain, Why ?

Gorespondence.

says “ The Sunday Scliool should be the nurs.
cry of the Church,” but it is not so. The facts
are, he says, that wherever 2 Sunday School is
most flourishing there are to be found most
empty pews in the Church.  Another says it is
a failure because six out of seven of the inmates

- of the penal and reformatory institutiops have

cxcimm the teachers of Canada, for the ery has |
rang acrols the wide ocean. For answer one -

been Sunday School scholars. and he concludes
(oh irresistible logic ?) the Sunday Sckool sys-
tem is a failure.

Another say: it i<a failure hecause of the
peculiar - be good™ method of teaching men-
tioned in youred. turial—another because of the
ignoring of parental 1esponsibility.

In answer 1o these charges those for the
defence say with much reason, in cffect, tho’
facts are stubborn things they are sometimes to
be got over. In fact that as Loangfellow says
‘ things are not always what they scem.”

That it is not fair to found these charges on
bare statistics without placing them in juxia-
position with all the circumstances amidst
which they have been coliated, or in other
words with all the facts. They say that
asa geaeral rule the children of the upper clas-
scs who arc well trained at home do not attend
the Sunday School. Its ranks are recruited
principally from the middle and lotwer classes,
and ifit has not met the expectations of its sup-
porters,the reason is not because it has attempted
to supplant pareatal instruction, but simply be-
cause of the indifference of parents and the lack
of that parcntal instruction without which they
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cannot expect to make any lasting impression
upon the children's hearts or minds.

They even go farther and say that the use-
fulness of Sunday School instruction is impeded

by the direct counteracting influcnce exerted |

upon the scholars at home, and considering

that the great supply of Sunday School scholars .
comes from the howmes of the poor, one cannot

help feeling that they are right.

Another reason given in conpection with
these last is the intermittent character of the
attendance. .\ boy in a reformatory prison
may have been in a Sunday School, but he may
4is0 have been there only for 2 day, or a week,
or a month.

Facts prove that there are many such,

many who wander from schooi to school; !

what hope is there of heuefiting such to any ex-
ieat.  How illogical to say beeause they have
been in a Sunday School thesystem isa failure.

These faithful, hopeful defendants, reasoning
thus powerfully, also bring out some vers cn.
couraging statistics. The result of an enquiry
as to how many scholars had joined Christian
Churches, is that in 1865, 6,730 had done so in
schools connected with one Sunday School
'nion alone.

Such is a short sketch of the present phase of
ihe discussion upon Sunday Schools in England,
and the subject cannot fail to be of interest to
a3 in Canada. 1 am onc of the hopeful kind
and cannot belp sympatinsing with the teachers
in Great Britzin.  Well has one of them writ-
ten I there is joy among the angels when one

sinner repents, what rejoicing must there have |
been when in one day three thousand souls :

werce acded to the Church: ; and surely we arc
called upon to rejoice and give thanks over the
6,730 Sunday scholars who, in one Fear, con-
fessed before men their attachment to the
Savionr.”
Frox T Srpay Senoot.
Montreal, 1ith November, 1507,

To the Editar of the Prestyterian.

IR.—In the Presbyterian for
November there appeared a
modest but important let-

ter, by the late Rev. Joha Hay,
Mount Foreet, on the subject of
“ Private Communion " which
deserses the best attention of tha
ministers and members of our
Church. The sabject, indecd. is
not new. | helieve thete was a time in the bis-
tory of the Mother Church, whea such commu-

7

nions were allowable, but from the abuses to
which they led, they were forbidden by Act of
Assembly. 1do not think the difficultics at-
tending the administration of the ordinance of
the Supperinprivate are insurmountable. There
is great danger, no doubt, of ministers assuming
to themselves too great power, and of people
attaching a superstitious virtue to that which
must bereceived by faith alone, as the food and
nourishment of our never dying sonls. But
.+ this could be guarded ngainst. Directions and
limitations could be set down to Presbyteries
and Sessions, for the guidance of ministers in
the administration of the or&inancc. This, how-
everbelongs tomatters'of detail 1o be dendt with
when the subject is under consideration. But
i what ground there is for alarm in adopting the

R P

| practice of Private Communions. | know not,
since ministers are allowed to baptize children
inprivate. Is the ordinance of the Supper of
more importance than that of baptism?  And
may & minister travel over a wide and extend-
ed parish and baptize all the children he finds
- in his round of visitation, and Yet dare not
. administer the sacrament of the Supper 10 any
+ old or infirm, and worthy believer living per-
baps far from any Church, who never had an
opportunity of sitting down publicly at the
} Table of the Lord, or if they once had, no
other opportunity had presented itself and now
feeble and old, they are unabie to undergo the
| fatigue of & drive 10 Church? If so. there js
surely something wrong in such an administra-
tion of the ordinances of the Church. The same
Directory that forbids Private Communion,
likewisc prohibits private baptism, Presbyter-
ies might censure any onc of their members for
holding 2 burial service at the grave of some
departed member of the congregation and they
also  might severely reprimand  him for
adminisicring thic sacrament in private, but
What appears to me surpassing Strange is, that
he may baptize any number of children in pri-
vate, and not a word be said about jt, Nay
more, parents who arec not members of the
Church and who are living anything but what
is cxpected of those receiving baptism, have
their children baptized in private by those same
ministers who dare notadminister tiic soul com-
forting Communion of the Supper to an aged
believer in the privacy of his own room. 1 hase
known families of cight and nine, where the
children were all baptized and neither the fa-
ther nor mother was a member of the Church.
* Timesand times again these parents have vow-
] ed to bring up their children in the nusture and

i admonition of the Lord, and to set before them
i

— o Smmme
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an example of piety, by attending to those du-
ties required of all Lonest professors of Chris-
tianity, and yet these duties are never perform-
ed, the Church seldom attended, except on sa-

cramental occasions, and then only to look and !

gape at those who encompass the Holy Table,
and then to go away making remaris about
the inconsistency of this one and the other vne

|

who were commuanicants, and before they reach |

their house they bave arrived at the comfort-
able conclusion that they are much better than
those who make such » showy profession. This
is no imagivary state of things. It exists to
a lamentable extent throughout the Province
and every faithful minister can testify to the

correctuess of it.  The small number of com-
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but too often they turn round and rend those
that deal the ordiances with sucl indiscrimi-
nate prodigality !

Thushave we circumstances sadder and more
deplorable than possibly could arise from private
Communions. The indolence aud eaprices of
parents are pawmpered, and ministers are found
Jucile enough to yield to the obstinacy of those
who will; on no account, take their children to
Church, who rather than openly declare them-
sclves Christiansand believers in Christian doc-
trine would skulk behina backs forfear of being
seen presenting their children to the Lord and

: receiving baptism for their little ones, and yet

municants on our rolis compared with the -

attendance at our Churclies nud families in

our neighbourhood, decluares it with uno un- !

certain sound. Privaie baptismsare the rule,
and public or Chureh baptism< are the ex-
ceplion, and yet the Directory prohibits all
private baptisms, and the Church censures

the Supper in private. WLere is cousistency in
this proceedure ? By what astor rule. 1 would
likke to know, hasa ministcr right or liberty to

these same ministers would regard it with
dread and alarm, as partaking too much of po-
pery, were they asked to administer the sacra-
ment of the Supper in private. All this goes
on. The Church says nothing, and the evil
spreads. While upholding with the one hand
she demolishes with the other.  Thereis surely
much need of reformation in the administration

: of the sacrament, if the church is to be instru-
her minister for administering the ordinance of

adwinister one ordinance out of Church, and '

the other not.
one, it is allowable for both, uniess it can be

importance than that of the Supper.

The consequences to which these privaicbap-
tisms lead are wore sorrowfu! than any that
would arise from the practice of private Com-
munions. The sscredness of the rite of baptism
is lost=ightof, and a superstitious veneration is
thrown around the ordinance of the Supper.
Ask a parent who has had five or six children
bapiized, while be himself is not 2 member of
tire Church, why he is not so, aund he will tell
vou, that he does not consider himseif fit or
worthy to approvach such a sacred place.  Ask
him. if he considers the ordinance of baptism as
sacred 23 the ordinance of the Supper, and in
genenal you will receive the repiy, “Itis.” But
1y what means he comes to the conclusion that
iie is worthy to receive baptism for his children,
and notbe worthy tobeamemberofthe Church,he
cannottell vout ; forheneverthoughtofthat. The

minister baptized his cinldrenin privatcandasked |,

no questions, but repeated = form of words, the
same at every time and there was no more
aboul it. What morality is there insuch a dis-
peasation of the ordinances of the Church! The
mostsacred symbols ofour holy religioa abused;

cuely this is casting pearls before swine, and

I bold, if it be allowable for -

mental in stemming the tide of Iaxity in morals
and indifference about religion so remnant at
the present day. 1 again assert that if private
baptisms arc allowable by the church, so are
privatc Communions. If there be danger in ad-
mitting the latter on account of the bigh func-

. A . tion « minister may assume, aund the entering
shown that the ordinance of baptism is of less '

in of that priestly tyrauny, from which our

- Church is happily exempt, there is i the for-

. vate.

mer the opening of the sluices of laxity and im-
morahity thiathike a mightyincubus will prevent
the development of all spiritual life, and causce
our Churchesto be powerless;inactiveand dead.
There is no other alternative left the Church,
than cither to permit the administration of the
ordinanee of the supper in private, or condemn
the indiscriminate baptism of children in pri-
The arguments in tavour of the latter
are cquaily strong for private Communions. 1
left to the discretion of individual winisters to
determine tire fit and proper recipicnts of these
ordinances much abusc might creep in. but vt

, the Churchin hier wisdum and judgment draw,
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out certain  hmitations and directions for
ministers and sessions. and there ie no fear of

: those great evils so much dreaded by the faithe
, ful. Our Church will thea be the nursing mothe-

3

[

of the new nationality that has spruag up-
around us. ler members in health and sick-
ness recaiving  those comforts our blessed re-
ligion is calculated to impart, and her chil-
dren indeed, made lambs of the Redeemers fold
and our country mar be truly great by the
preaching of the gospel, “be fidelity of her min.
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isters and the consistency and uprightness of
all ker members.
I am, yours faithfully
W.C.R.

K -—Some one, who evidently has a very
friendly feeling towards me, has a communica-
tion in the lastissue of the ¢ Presbyferiun,” in
which_he calls upon the members of the Church

1o contribute towards the making up the loss | '
' I am now punctually paid all thie money that is

1 sustained in July last by the robbery of school
money. I beg to thank him sincerely for his
kind wishes and subscription.

wrong impression which he has received with
regard to my people. Iis impression is that [

1 iope he will *
excuse me if 1 take the liberty of correcting a

9

and had to go to Scouland for rest and change
I and my family experienced munch kindness
from them. When I returned to them, I receiv-
ed a gratifying welcome and mach kind con-
sideration shown to me with regard to my min-
isterial duties among them, owing to my feeble
state of health. I have had trials to endure
but I bave no wish to speak of them or their
cause, further than to exonerate a kind and
cousiderate people. I may also mentioa that

promised to me.

Again [ beg to offer my sincere thanksto my
fricnd and all who may sympathize with him

i in his very kind object.

labour among & people who fail to appreciate :

me.
found my people to be very kind.
rendered unable for my work fur about a yeas

1 have always during nearly ten years '
When I was ,

I am, Sir,
Your's truly,
Javss Henavp,
St. Andrew’s Manse. Dundas, Nov. 25th, 1866.

Lofiees and Hebicfus.

Ecce Devs-Hoo, or the Work and King-
dom of Christ of Scripture. Philadel-
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. Montreal:
Dawson Brothers.

The motto chosen by the author for his
work is * They have taken away my Lord,
and I know not where they have laid him.”
The work has just come into our hands and
we have not yet had time to oxamine 1it.
The object of the author however, as stated
in the prefuce, is to meet views of Christ's
nature and character resting upon no histo-
ric foundation. * The basis” he says,
upon which this work rests is that Jesus
Christ was the God man............ I write
this book because I love Him who loved
me, and gave himself for me,” and a work of
this kind, written in this spirit, was much
wanted.

TuE HrereNors, by Samuel Smiles. New
York: [arper Brothers,  Montreal-
Dawson Brothers.

The well known author of Self Help,
has produced a most interesting volumne,
and one which may be studied with areat
advantage. The history of the Huguenots
1= taken from that point which bears upon

their influcnce on the industrial prosperity . maintaining the truths of Christianity.

of Great Britain ; but is not limited to that,
the talented authon giving an admirable ac.

count of the rise of the scct, the persceution -

they expericnced and their settlements ju the

British Islands. Itis a most valuable and
well timed contribution to the history of Pro-
testantism.

Mace's Fairy Book. New York; Harper
Brothers. Montreal: Dawson Brothers.

Well written, and suggestive,and adapted
in no trifling dearee to enforce on the minds
of children lessons which may be driven
howe with great foree by a little judicious
application of the truths wrapped up in
Fairy Guise.

Tue EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY IN IHE
MINETEENTH  CENTURY; by Albert
Barnes.  New York: Ilarper Brothers.
Montreal : Dawson Brothers.

The well known commentator presents us
here with a series of lectures, marked by
the same line of thought as distinguishes
his other works. The lectures arc ten in
nuinber, the opening one being “on the limi-
tations of the human mind on the subject
of religion” the others taking up the his-
torical evidence, evidence of miracles, pro-
pheey ; science, &¢  They formed the first
course. on the foundation established by
Mr. Z.8.Elyin the Union Theologieal Sem-
inary in New York, with the object of

Tae New Domision MoxThiy. Mont-
real: John Dougall & Son.

This new candidate for public favour has
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reached its third number, and it is undoubt-
edly improving. A fatality has appearcd
to attend the attempts that have been made
to establish Canadian Magazines. The
circulation has been too limited to enable
the publishers to issuc at a low price so as
to compete with British and American
periodicals with their thousands and tens
of thousands of subscribers, and it was,
th_erpf'ore, impossible to obtain and pay for
original matter of a high standard of excel-
lence except with the certainty that loss
would attend the undertaking ~ The pub-
hshc_rs of the New Dominion have gone
cautiously to work, they give a fair amount
of original matter, they make a very judi-
cious sclection for the rest, they get some-
thing to suit all tastes, and they produce a
magazine eminently sefe to put into the
hands of the young of a family, without
being dull and heavy. We trust that it
may have all the measure of sucecess which
it undoubtedly deserves.
LoNpoN  Sociery, Christmas number.

Montreal: Dawson Brothers.

Twenty beautifully exceuted illustra-
tions besides the letter press make this a
very attractive number of this magazine.
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Tne ATLANTIC ALMANACK, edited by
Oliver W. Holmes and D. G. Mitchell.
Boston, Ticknor & Fields. Montreal:
Dawson Brothers.

Almanacs are pot now the fly sheets of
the old days, when the Belfast Almanac
used to be circulated by the thousand,
printed on dirty white paper and containing
dry names and a guess at the probable
weather during the year. They are now
works of art, and the one before us does
not fall “behind any of* the hest in point of’
merit. The editors’ names are well known,
and the publishershave distinguished them-
selves not less by their fair and hénourable
dealings than by the character of the works
they have published. ¥our fine chromo-li-
thographs of the season and a number of
wood cuts il'ustrate the almanae wiich is
sold at a very low price. -

Messrs. Appleton of New York are re-
publishing Dickens’ Works ina very cheap
form.  Messrs. Dawson of Montreal bave
sent us Qliver Twist printed in a small but
clear type, and in a style wonderful for its
cheapuess.

Ehe Churehes wd thow Ilissions.

WORSHIP AND PSALMODY.
(From the Church of Scotlund Record.)

As the time is approaching when psalmody
classes are usually resumed, pechaps you will
kindly give the following hints a place in your
paper. All lovers of psalmody rejoice that it
now bas a place in the yearly deliberations of
onr supreme Church Courts. There is still
howerver, a very general misappreheusion of its
importance as an act of worship. Ministers
share very largely in this misapprehension:
hencewhile we get sermons on almost everysub-
Jject, all we get for psalmody is a few remarks
connccted with the aunouncement of a class,
and that rarcly. The presence of our ministers
and senior members atour congregational prac-
tisings is too rarc. The average attendanceat
such meetings, in congregations of from 300 to
1500, does not exceed from 20 to 50 or 60,
though there are happy cxceptions. Congre-
gations to improve must hear good music; let
them hear it in our churches; let the duty and
benefits of praising God as heartily and intelli-
gently as He has enabled us to do, be promin-
ently and frequently sct before His people in
His house and on His day. Why leave all to
concert-rooms, week evenings, and to the ex-
clusive advocacy and endeavour of ministers
and men with musical tastes ?  In a service of

one and a half or two hours. in many, perhaps
in the most of our churches, our service of song
does not occupy more than twelve or fifteen
minutes. In week evening meetings, very fre-
quently the last psalm or hymu is omitted alto-
gether. This is also the casc frequently on
Sabbath, or only one or two verses ire suag if’
the time usually cccupied by the other portions
of the servics has been exceeded. To many
congregatioans, and especially to their precent-
ors, the time at present occupied is often weari-
some; butlet them getscripture ideas of psalm-
ody, and give it the necessary attention music-
ally, and soon they will wish for and enjoy
thiree times the time at present allotted to it.
Generslly cven when the tunc is announced
with the psalm or hyma, aud the choir sound
the starting notes of the several parts, the first
line is sung before the congregation join; and
whilst the third line of the last verse is being
sung numbers arc closing their books, arrang-
ing their dress, and preparing to sitdown. In
few churches is it the habit for all to commence
together and sing to the end. It might be
recommended through our Church Courts that
some Sabbath (at as carly a date as convenient,
when all have returned ,to their homes from
country and coast summer residences) be set
apart. on which, iz cvery pulpit throughout
Scotland, our duty in this matier might be con-
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sidered. What a stimulus this would give t0
the means at present being used for its improv-
cment! Churches might also with advantage
arrange that in addition to, or instead of, one
of their weekly meetings for psalmody practice,
there should be once a-month—say from Qcto-
her till Mareh inclusive—sis meetings, at
which their ministers and so many of their
senior members should be present as would
make them worthy of the name * Coungrega-
tional.” Then tunes might be learned by the
senior members which had bheen previously
learned by the juniors, and they could after-
wards be introduced in public worship with
more pleasure and profit. Several churches
have selected one collection of tunes for use,
10 the exclusion of all else. This might with
advantage be done by ail. It will involve
some self-denial to the few, hut they must be
prepared to give up some deservedly favourite
tunes for the general good, and soon the im-
provement consequent upon the adoption of
this plan will amply repay them. Manuscript
tunes. original and selected, must ever be in
the hands of the few. We cannot hope for 2
thorough reformation in our psalmody until
the tune-book is made the inseparabie compa-
nion of the Psalm or Hymn Book. It isasabsurd
to expect that all should be able to sing from
memory, correctly, the several par.s of every
tune, as that they should n ve by heart the
words of every psaim or bymn. Al Christinn
parents would haste to adopt this plan beth in
public and family worship, if they could estum-
ate the henefits they, with their children, would
derive from learning without effort, and insuch
A manner as that they can never forget them if
they wish, many precious truths. 1t is hoped
our charches will soon so appreciate their
service of song, as with a psalm or hymn book
to provide euch stranger with a tunc-book

How sucih a kiadness would be appreciated!
How hard for a stranger to be obliged to remain
silent, or to be conscious of offending the ear
and tasie, and with these disturbing the devo-
tional feelings of those around him? In some
churches it is the custom during sawe part of
the service not to read over the psalm or hymn
before singing it.  No one in private company
would presume to sing with suitable expression,
and before even reading them over, words not
-cen before. The attempt in worship iz surely
as unseemly, if not irreverent.  Some portion
ufevery congregation, for various reasons, may
be presumed to be strangers to some of the
words. The question before ws is praise, not
whether we shall use any special ciass of tunes,
not whethier or not we shall use chants,anthems,
doxologies, £c.; not whether it is right or
wrong to use instrumental music in worship.
Praise, the fruit of the lip, heart. and voice, is
a duty—the duty of all. Let us attach the
same importance to it that Scotch and German
reformers did: that Luthier s enemies did wien
they said, “ He has done us more harm by his
congs than by his sermons,” 1t us sing more
cenerally, frequentiy. and heartily, in pealms
and hymas and spiritual songs, simple gospel
iruths, and we shall raise a barrier to ecrror
wider and stronger than many weighty theola-
gical works which only the few can read. The
nearer we resembic in spirit the redeemed in

heaven, the nearer shall our service resemble
theirs. and we have reason to believe that much
of that service is, and ever shall be, grateful,
jayous, adoring song.

THE UNIUN QUESTION.
(From the Glusguw Herald.)

There is a verse of a psalm, somewnat hack-
neyed by frequent quotation, in these times of
projected ecclesiastical unions, which must be
often sung in Free Church congregntions, see-
ing that that body has as yet persistently gz-
jected the innovation of hymu-books, and it
says.—

‘« Behiold how good a thing it is,
And how becoming well,
Together such as brethreun are,
ﬁx unity to dwell.”

He does not need to be a profonnd moralist who
would make an ironical ' nlication of these
beautiful lines to the casze 5t the Free Tharch
herself in present circumstances. We all know
that, however becoining and appropria e it may
be for “biéthren™ t¢ dwell in unity, there are
no more fierce gquarrels than those which take
place between * brethren,” especially ecclesias-
tiral ¢ brethren,” and wearers of the same cloth.
[t no. unfrequently the case, too, that the
greater preteasions there are to piety the more
virulent becomes the dispute.  Under the guice
of meekzess and Scripture phrases lurks hatred
as genuine as i3 to be found among ordiaary
men with secular tempers, such, for example,
as local politicians of the catand thrust stamp,
or leaders of the Heform League, when 2 split
takes place. We have seen an example within
the Inst eight days, that the dispute is aggravat-
cd, when “ Fathers™ as well as “brethren ” of
the Church mingle in i*, and when the cause of
quarrel arises from % Unien ~ which all profess
themselves so anxious to maintain,

It will be remembered that at the discussion
on the Union auestion in the Free Church Gen-
eral Assembly at the end of May last, Professor
Rainy, Dr. Begg and Mr. Nixon submitted mo-
tions—that ufthe former beingearried by alarge
majority. 346 against 120, Although Professor
Rainy was the mover of the motion, Dr. Can-
dlish was ity author. and it certainly indicated
that in the opimon of a large majority of the
Assembly most satisfactory progress had been
made in thenegociations in Committee, and that
Unionwith the United and Reformed Presbyterian
Churches wasnotvery far distant. ithore thaton
the first head of the prog amme —thecivil magis-
trate question—there was no difficulty whatever
in the way of Union. it rejciced at the reitera-
ted assurances of entire agreement on the se-
cond head of programme-—dectrinal questions ;
and re appoinicd the committee, with instruc-
tions to give their earnest attention tu those
heads of programme which deal with the wor-
ship, discipline and government of the Charch,
and * with those important practical questions
which relate to property andfinance. 1t could
not beexpected that De. Begg, Dr. Gibson, and
othiers who voted in the minority should be p.eas-
cdatthe adoption of amotion which committed
the Assembly to an expression of an agree-
ment with other © dis-establizhed ™ friends upon
questions on which the minority believed they
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were widely separated. A minority, especially
on a question of tbis kind, has immense powers
of opposition, and it is a question whether Dr.
Candlish and other * Fathers” did well todrive
them into a position of directantagonism. Itwas
not long till an opportuity for showing this
antagonism was afforded. Dr. Rainy's motion
wag incorporated as one of'the ¢ principal acts”
of the Assembly, and this Dr. Begg pounced
upon as being unconstitutional—the motion
being merely a deliverance of the Assembly
carried by & majority. At the meeting of the
Free Church Commission held on Wednesday,
last week, the subject was introduced by Dr.
Begg, who asked upon whose authority this had
been done, and subsequently moved that the
Commission declare their disapprobation of the
act, and that Dr. Rainy’s motion should not be
entitled to rank as onc of the principal acts of
the Assembly. By happy or unhappy circum-
stances, this motion was carried by a majority
of 26 to 21, and then began the ccclesiastical
shindy which is at present edifying the public.

Dr Candlish wrote a letter, which appeared in
Edinburgh unewspaper on Friday morning,
and which scems to have had pretty much the
same ecffect as a shovelful of red hot cinders
scattered among bare feet. He accused Dr. Begg
and his majority of having carried their motion
by an artful surprise—hy lying in wait with it
till the great majority of the Commissioners had
gone. e declared it to be wltra vires of the
Commission, ecclesiastically incompetent, and
was “ amazed” that men like Captain Shepherd
and Mr Main should have lent themselves to “ a
sort of plotor manwuvre, which they can scarce-
ly but know would have led to « challenge of
their membership in any club of gentlemen in
the kingdom.” For his part # he would sooner
have cut off his right band” than be party to
such ‘tactics.” This is good round scolding
assuredly, and shows what vigorous language a
¢ Father” of the Church can use towards other
¢t Fathers and bretbren.” There is much more
in the Rev. Doctor’s letter, and it sets in strik-
ing light the position of the Union question in
the Free Church. He seesan ¢ organised party,”
bent on thwarting the movement, making
¢ upscrupulous attempts to sow the seeds of
distrust and disaffecticn,” and is ¢ saddened” at
¢ the spirit which this sort of procedure indicates
as regards not merely the Union question, but
the harmony of our Church—not to speak of the
cause of common morality itself.” We hope
that the Free Church is not about to place ail
nop-unionists as regards * common morality”
upon the same level, for example, as Sabbath
breakers. Mark that Drs. Begg and Givson,
who have always distinguished themseives as
the peculiar guardians and censors of public
morality, have the distingushed place in tlus
denunciation of e¢vildoers. Is not this a pretty
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accusation to come from the great leader of the
Church that prides and plumes itself upon its
ultra-purity ! .

It could not beexpected that the desoted heads
upon which this thunderbolt fell should remain
perfectly passive. Dr Begg replied, hinting that
the letter demanded a ** more serious treatment ’
tban an agswer in u newspaper, sud defended
himself' from the charge of lying in wait with
his motion, and carrying itby surprise, by stat-
ing that he bad pressed the Commission to take
the subject up at the early part of the sitting,
but was overruled, and had to wait till the other
business was disposed of. He and his friends,
he urges, were not to blame if the bulk of the
Comirissioners had left when the question came
up at the time which they themselves had fixea.
Mr. Main resented the letter as a libel upon his
character as a Christian minister, and Captain
Shepherd, in aletter addressed to Dr. Candlish.
caifed upon him to withdraw the offensive
expressions used regarding himself. The result
was that Dr Candlish sat down on Sunday last,
and, like Ancient Pistol, ate the leek in o very
ungracetul manner, and with manifest symptoms
that it disagreed with him. He withdrew the
paragraph in his letter referring to Cuptain
Shepherd and Mr. Main, and the word © unscru-
pulous,” and in general any expressions which
seemed to convey a charge of dishonorable
motives. Stillhe retained *“ his own convictions
as to the proceeding,” and his © anxieties” and
‘¢ apprehensions remained unabated.” Dr Can-
dlish having got through this bit of Sunday
work, sent his letter by a Sunday messenger,
no douby, to & newspaper which denounees Sun-
day labour: but the controversy is not ended,
and where it will end it is extremely difficult to
foresee. We are told that some of the aspersed
¢ brethren” have placed the matter in the hands
of their law agents. preparatory, we presume,
to an appeal to the * Civil Magistrate,” so that
probably the question of * Union™ will be decided
in & manoer that nobody ever dreamt of by this
same important functionary : for we could hardly
expect to find the negotintions going on with
# perfect satisfaction” while an action was pend-
ing in the Civil Courts—Dr. Begg and others
versus Dr. Candlish ; damages laid at £—

It is quite superfluous to point thz moral of
this unscenly controversy among * brethren’
and * Fathers.” Most people witl rise from its
perusal with the conviction that there are two
parties in the Free Church, which this grand
question of Christian union hasall but separated.
1t only unceded Dr. Candlish's violent letter to
show the feelings and views of cach in the
strongest light. In secking union with other
Churches tne Free Church has brought such a
strain upon her own bond of w.nion, that it scems
at the present moment almost to have reached
the snapping point.
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Qreticles Selected.

UNDER THE ELMS.

HEN John Milward was going

rose from the
which it had fallen, and ex-

about the match; and when
the appointed day actually
came round, the whole town

little chiurch to witness the
solemnity.

John was not one of those |

nervously-conscious young gentlemen whom
you expect to see upon such uccasions, when
vou ask for the happy man: the callow peried
of vanity was over for him: in fact, as Miss
Griffiths remarked audibly, as he passed up the
church, “he was forty, and he looked it.’

Certainly he wasmost ¢ ol and self-possessed,
not pinching at his waistcoat tu see which pock-
ot the ring was in, or even looking round the
church for =ome friend who had promised and
failed. The fact is, Miss Griffiths was right,
John was forty, and looked every hour of it
Now, ten or a dozen years, though they don't
make much difference in a man, make a great
deal in & bridegroom. Joln, moreover, was a
lawyer, and the operation of the law is mighty
in seizing upon sentiment and working it out
of the system.

I wish I conld describe to you Mary Marshall,
such as she was those few minutes after which
she was Mary Marshall no longer. Miss Griffiths
gaid she looked like a child. 1 think Miss
Griffiths was right. She did look very young,
passing timidly up that avenue of her friends,
and (after the ordeal in the vestry-room) the
way she leant on John’s arm coming down the
church, and the way, from time to time, she
Yooked up into his face, would have touched
you, ‘t was so child-like in its confidence and
in itr weakness.

I iike to see in A man streogth and virility—
thatstrength which hathrespect unto weaknass ;
and in a woman well-put contidence and yicld-
ing—the deference that springs from force, not
fault, of character (her desire uuto her husband);
and I like to sec these twain one.

The parish church at Ockley crests a little
hill. Ockley-on-the-Hill the town is strictly
called, to distinguish it from another Ockley
morein the south of England. The lands about
it had belonged to an old monastery, and traces
of this church tenure are to be found in the
nomenclature of the place. The Abbot's Walk
is a fine donble row of cim-trees, running for
nearly half & mile, not in a straight line, as
these walks generally do, but with an abrupt
bend balfway up. As our church and the
community that gathers round it have long ago
usurped the seat of this old monastery—a
solitary baunt then—so the Abbet's Walk, if it
can be said tobelong to any one preeminently in
his parish, belongs to the abbot's successor, the
rector.

‘The avenue of trees leads directly up to th®
church, and leaving tbe church and availing

" yourselt of their shade or shelter, as the case

1o be married the whole town |
lethargy into |

may be, for the whole length of their stretch,
you come directly upun the parsonage. It rises

s out of its grounds, a solid, quaint-looking

ercised itself in conjectures |

presented itselfat or about the |

house, with its gardens, rich in vegetable
promise, sloping gently to the south.

It was under the elms that Joln and his
youog wife passed, on this first day of their
marniage, with therector, who was an old friend
of the bridegroom’s ; and Mrs. Seymour herself
steod at the garden gate, dragging a little
tencumbrance” by the arm, to we'come the

" bride and bridegroom—dear friends both of

them to her : and to be the first to call Mary
by her new name. Mary was a connection, or
distant relative, of Mrs. Seymour's; and it was
at the parsonage, in fact, that John met her.
“It's all very well, Grace,” he would say to

. her, when be used to come up of a Saturday

evening—his week’s work done—4 it's all very
well for Tom to zay, ¢ Don't grumble, and be

: contented,” and su forth: he can go in and
* write his sermon, with nothing to disturb him,

except the howling of that child, and then come
and talk over all his plans und grievances to

, you; but there's nubudy to care for, or look to,

me, ouce the office is shut and Bellamy goes.”

¢ Isn't there Miss Griffiths 7 said Mrs. Sey-
mour, who could not help hiearing what every-
body was saying : *she's about your own age,
John.”

But John muttered some impatient word,
dashing his heel into & great block of coal upon
the fire, so that the sparks flew about the grate.

After this, Mary Marshal had come to the
parsonage,and Joha's visits grew more frequent ;
and thus you see, she became Mary Milward.
7%+ So you see, Tom,” said Mrs. Seymour to her
husband, Iater on that day, as the carriage that
was bearing off the new couple appeared like a
black spot in the chalky road that skirted the
hill—* you see, Tom, John has at last got some
body to care for him.”

He made no direct angwer; he was watching
the carriage, now just nearing a wind in the
road, after which it would be seen no more.
He kept it in his view as long as he could, and
then, looking sadly enough at her, he muttered,
“In sickness and in health, till death them do
part.”

It was not the words, so much as the way
they were said, that prompted her to put her
arm through his, and that made them both walk
slowly and sadly about the garden—not for
long though, for Master Johnoy, a three year
old bully, comes and makes them join in his
games with his sister—if possible, a smaller
mite.

Honeymoons come to an end, as we all know ;
and in a short time Mr. Bellamy, the clerk, takes
his proper and sccondary post, whiles Joha
rules again from the office throne. Spring hag
now softened into sumwmer, and the clm-trees
are green and luxuriant, and the walk under
them almost the only retreat from the fierceness
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of the sup.  Of evenings, after office hours, you

might see John, with bis young wife, enjoying | says
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 Now what are they talking of, I wonder?”
John to his wife ; and, indeed, the clergy-

the shade of 1his walk, or, oftener, on his way | man seemed 16 be spenking very impressively.

to the parsonage to gather the strawberries,
which, so loug as their season lasted, were a
great attraction (0 an early ten in the arbour.
Mary was looking very well all this time—
full of spirits and hope ; und so the good-natur-
ed parson %as full of hope w0, aud tried to
check those fears and forebodings which wounld
come upoun him afftimes, orif he could not cheek
them, at least he said nothing.  As for John, it
was quite a refreshing thing <o see how this
pa-chimenty old lawyer became rejuvenescent,

t

:
i
[

and how fully her influence brought up to the |
surface all those kindly thoughts and emotions |

so dissonant to the stern doctrines of the law.
In the office, and it the society of Mr. Bellamy,
bis clerk, he was as shrewd, as practical, and

|
i

6s inflexible a3 ever: but when this sharer of -
his daily toils closed the doors, and left at six |
o'clock—when for the rest of the evening be

was associated with a geatle partner, then all

his statutes his recognisances, his fines, his !
double vouchers, and his recoveries, vanished |

like a mist.
These summer evenings were very pleasant

to him, after the loneliness of his bachelor life:

and pleasant, too, the antumn—Ifor summer |

passes from us like a dream—when the blood
was in the branches overbead, before the wintry
winds and frest bad made the old trees skeletons
once more.

The elm-walk of Ocklex, it will be remem-
bered, is not a straight row of trees, but the
avenue, Starting from the chureh, continues
right on for half a mile or more, and then sud-
dealy bends round to the right, and discovers
the parsonage, with its gardeu and grounds,
Just at this bend, and at the feff band side of
the walk, there is a short path. or, rather, pas-
sage through the trees, and thisendsin an
arbour. Al down the chm-walk there are
seats, at intervals-——some rude epough, and
others put up by the different mayors of Ockley,
ag memorials of their years of office : but there
is no one of these so favonred or so frequented
as that in the little arbour we have deseribed.
This was John's favourite haunt; and here,
early in the autumn eveuings, vou might find
bim and bis wife resting after their stroll up
and down.

The position of the arbour, placed just at the
angle where the trees bend round. gives a very
peculiar view The ehes seem to form, not one,
but two noble avenues, leading directly up to
it, John could thus see through the trees at
one side the parish church—a stunted baild-
ing, with nothing venerable abount it except tle
ivy which sprung up. rank and luxuriant, clus-

tering over the dwarf turrets, and half-conceal- |

ing the old sundial, as if in quict scorn of time;
and then, at the other side was the parsonage,
with the setting sun all red behind it, and the
long shadows of the elm-walk lengthening over
the sloping pleasare-ground that lay in front,
while around them aud behind them the hili-
side was all golden with the barvest; the val-
leys also were thick with corn.

As they sit there on this antumn evening—
the first touch of cold in the air just perceptible
~—up come from the parsonage Tom Seymour
aed Grace.

il
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They had watched bim from the time he had
left the house till now, when he was quite near
them, and he had been talking all the way to
his wife, turning round to her and shaking his
finger, “as if her were preaching a sermon,”
says John.

Poor John ' he was himself the text of the
homily.

“1 ought to have told him long ago, Grace,”
said Mr. Seymour, 1 wanted to tell him, only
you overrunled me. I wish I had done it at the
time.  Lock at ber sitting out there, without &
shawl or 2 cloak on her, and the 2ir's as frosty
as wintet.” -

“Well, well, have it your own way, Tom ;
only let me speak to him; men don't under-
stand these things, and you'll make him beligve
thatshe’s in consumption already.”

Mr. Sevinouy 20 far yielded 1o his wife, and
®ith this compromise of matters they reacbed
the arbour, -

Y Isn't it very late for you to be out, Mary 2
be said. « Ive brought a cloak for you. You
don’t keep that husband of yours in proper
order at all. 1f I were to have Grace out as
late as this, 1 shonld not hear the cud of it
from her for a week."”

e took the light cloak that lay across his
arm, and pinned it round her neck. She was
so young and pretty, lavghing archly at his
awkwardness in managing the pin, and looking
up 0 him So winningly the while. He drew
her arm lightly through his, and they walked
homeward wuder the trees.  Mrs. Seymour
followed with John, and the good clergyman
had to wait for near an hour, sitting with Mary
in her own little drawing-room, while his wife
and ber husband walked and talked slowly
there in front ¢f the house.

Al this was early in the autumn ; but a few
months later had brought a great change—gs
great sorrow upon that little houschold, and &
gltoom even upon the whole village ; for which
of usis there whose heart is not touched when
the sentence gaoes forth for the young—that
sentence which awaits him and all of us? Out-
ward consglation we take and_give, that they
have gone to a better place—that they are now
beyond trial and sorrow. So we speak, and
their memories are sacred 10 us, 2ach according
to his own wor-hip; are they not God’s ambus-
sadors, Jegates 1o tell us of a kingdom wherc
youth and beauty saffer ne change?

Every one grieved in poor Jobn's sorrow ; it
wag not only his good friends at the parsonage,
but the whole village bad pity for bim, They
stopped the doactor at his door, hopefully, toask
the Inst picce of news; and the poor would
waylay the clergvman with an inferest as sin-
cere.

Autumn was now nearly goune, and the storms
were rude and riotous in the branches of the
great trees overhead ; cold winds, that searcely
vigited the outlying hamlets and villages scat-
tered over the slope of Ockiey Hill, caught the
town itself, and burst upon it with unbroken
fury; drizzly November days rotted the falien
leaves into the clay, and made the whole lavd-
seape tristful and wretched, These were sad
days for Jobn: but Mrs. Seymour--a truc
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fricnd in distress—came up each morning, and
spent nearly the whole day at the house. She
had a pleasant way with her that no one could
resist, aad John, t00, longed to come to her for
consolation; the burden laid upon him now
geemed greater than he could bear. .

“ We mustn’t despair, Jobn, While there is
life there is hope, we musta't despaic. If gim
bas only strepgth to get over this, she may live
longer than either of us:™ and then, io her
cheery, chatty way, she went on to tell him
how Mrs. Morley bad beer twice as ill, was
obliged to be carried up and down stairs every
duy by her husband (— twice agill! Why,!
don’t you vemember that she could not speak '
above her breath? and look at her now!” The
puor fellow took these little scraps of cumfort,
thankfally and tried to believe them. ;

And she knew the truth the whole time, and
all her pleasant manner faded off when she left
the house ; and late of nights, when the child-
ren had gone to bed, she and her husband would
sit over the fire, talking very sadly of the sor-
sewful future. What was to become of their
old frienq, if death were to come and seser
from him that life which was ahieady part of |
hjs own? Home and its pleasures and treasu- |
res were late guests for him, and if he were!
bereaved now, he would be indeed bereaved!!
And then they theught over their own young
dayz, when they had come to the parish vewly-
wedded, and what & comfort it was to them to
find some familiar face amongst all those wel-
coming sirangers, and how they twitted John,
and saigd he was bora te be anold bnchelor;f
and yet they regarded him in some sort as their :
owa property, protecting him from somo femi-
nine attacks, and assisting and playing up the
treacheries of their own favourites. And then
Mary Marshall bad come—poor Mary ! whem
they bad never once thought he'd have taken— |
and with her had come, for John, content, and |
new life, and peace, and that one thing he had !
hoped for and yearned after through the long
years. And then they thought of his married
life, and, dear—dear! how the eight or nine
wonths stretehed out in their recollection, asif
the time itself took its limits from the great
changes which it bad brought with it. The
spring, and the summer, and the autumn; the
honeymoon, and the return, and the first set-
tling in the old house; whilst the elms budded
with early spring, or made his walk underneath
<00} with their shade, or showed new hues and
colours beautiful beyond those of the dreamy
summer, Poor f~llow! very late guests indeed,
were home and its pleasures for him; and the
winter was come already.

Vo wonder was it, whea the clergyman and
bis good wife sat and talked thus together, that’
all her pleasaut manner should fade away, and
that the thoughts of the future shouvld be very
gloomy.

Meanwhile the poor sufferer grew waorse and
worse, less fit, day after day, to meet thestrug-
gic that was in stere. It was touching to see
her, se young and seo beautiful—a loveliness
beyond the beanty of health, Those blue eyes,
their sparkie all gone, but large, and wistfully
leoking up at you. Her ning, too. had put on
a new beauty, as if God were preparing her for
that kingdom which she was s0 soon 1o see.
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Scon there cawe a day when Jobn sat wait-
ing anxiously in that little drawing-room,
which more than an  ther room in the house
was full of associations snd memories of her.
It was a still day in mid-winter, and the ground
outside was hard and crisp with the frost. He
had sat there waiting aad thinking for full
half an hour, and & world of strange hopes and
fears had come and gone, and left him still
anxious. IHe could hear steps over bis head,
up there in the sick-room, and e knew that
the doctor had been sent for, and that the
dreaded time had come. Hepaced up and down
the room silently, listening with intense atten-
tion for every sound overhead, or for every
footstep upon the staircase.  He heard the car-
riage drive up to the door, and the suft tread of
the doctor above. FEverything that his cve
caught seized npon his mind, and forced it
dowun to the one train of thoaght. Her wed-
ding presents lay scattered over the table; the
pair of brounses on the chimneypiece, (diat she
used to take such pride in, were the rector's
gift; her piano, closed and silent now, had the
music that be liked——the picces he was sure to
call fur, during that half hour between dinner
and ten, lying ready to band. On the walls
were his porteait and hers; hers so gracefal
aud fresh in the bine and white sprigged was-
tin, in which he bad fiest seen her, not a year
ago-——these things all came upon his sight, and
prussed themselves like shadows upon hisbrain
while he listened for every sound overhead.

Whata duoll, still day it was, the fros. velvet.
ing the leaves of the ivy that hung from the
wall. Tired with walking the room, he twisted
his chair from the fire, and looked out upon the
little garden. There was a robin hopping about
the ground. and taking short flights from one
bush to another. He watched it, half amused
with the viin way it perched from tree to tree,
disposing itself, as he thonght, with a manifest
eyeto effect. 1t was off again, and this time he
found it niched in the handle of a spade, and
from this perch it poured forth the softest and
saddest trill of a song, so sad that his thoughts
wandered no longer, but returned to ihe old
subject.

He turned from the window, drew down the
blind and sat over the fire. Her chair was
there, at the other side of the hearthrug ; little
kuick-knacks of ornament on the chimneypicce
told bim of her. He had avoided this room
since her illuess, and now everything in it
seemed so strange without her. He could bear
footsteps overhead—a stealthy tread down the
staircase—the hall-door shut gently, and the
doctor's carriage drive away., He listened for
the slightest sound. The great house-clock in
the landing ticked. ticked, ticked, measuring

. out the race for the strong and the fieet. Then

he heard a step again in the sick-room, and how
delicately must be have listened, when heknew
that the door up-stairs was opened.

He heard the rustie of the dress upon the
landing. Why did she come so slowly? She
hesitated. She stopped, apd then went back
again into the roomn.

He buried his face in his hands, and dreaded
to think what all this might mean.  Again be
beard the door softly opened, and the footstep
upon the stairease, and all along the passage,
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and down till she came to his own door, and
then, after -hesitating & moment outside, he
heard the handle gently turned, and he
knew tbat she was in the room P« dared not
look up; be dared not speak and ask, but his |
face was still buried in his bands.

She came and stood by his chair, and touched |
him. “Jobn,” she said, aud as she spoke he
felt her tears drop upon his hand ; * Jobn,” she
said, “ God is very good ; we cannot tell what
is laid up for any of us, but we know that his
mercy endures for ever.? -

She took the haud which he held out to her,
and she led him wit her out of the room. They
passed up the staircace, where the old clock
ticked sadly and solemnly as they went by it; .
they moved along the passage, and pushed open
the door of the room. The nurse met him,
holding in her arms the little baby, wrapped in
flanuel, and crying focbly. He pushed it aside
with his arm ;—be ar girl, what was it to him
—he pushed it aside, and walked straight to
the bed, the curtaius were drawn, but with
trembling hand e opened them and looked in.
So still, so fair, so peaceful; but passed away !
The cyes that had always sought lis, closcd
now, and the little busy throbbing heart chill
and still for ever.

- —

1
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Many weeks elapsed before John Miiward |
again appeared in Qckley, and when the neigh-
bours saw him once more, they knew that they |
saw an altered man.  He was every day and |
alt day in the office now, at hard, unflinching !
work, thriftily sceing to his business, and ma- *
naging his affairs. Every one had sympathy
and pity for him. The reclors wife took the -
poor little stranger, whosc arrival had been so .
unwelcome, and into such a scene of misery, |
and promised to be to her that mother whom °
she had lost.

i She shall be as one of our own children,
John,” she had said to bim, and ke had let her .
take the little thing away without 2 word ; nut !
that he was ungrateful, o1 failed to realisc the
kindness, but he could not speak of these things |
now.

Who that had seen bhim as ke stood in the
little churchyard, watching the rude dust and |
ashes flung wpon that dust that was dear to
him as his own life—who could bave thought 1
that there were greater miscries stiil in store, «
and thatdarker days—muchdarker days—twere
to come upon him yet? For had he not now }
the sympathy of all? Did not every onc of |
these who thronged round the grave show, as
plainly as sad faces, and the assumnceof a look 1
can show, that they had pity for lum n tins !
his great sorrow ? :

Asif as a respite from the cares that were |
upon him, ke now gave himself up utterly tolus i
business.  The ronline work of the past year,
with its day of toil succeeded by the rest and i
Persure of the evening, was asn thing of the «
past—a dream that had vanshed. The old, ¢
hard, unflinching work was hislot now. |

Mz, Bellamr had an assistant now, and the |
two slerks could scarce get through the bosi. |
ners which John's tesolute indosiry attmeted
to him. These Satarday nights at the arton-
age became fewer and fewes, and at last almost !

} we ought to forget it now.
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ceased. In their stead came the struggle after
increased connections and agencies, whose im-
portance would have before kept him aloof,
He worked hard, and would give to those who
worked with him no opportunities of idleness,
or even of rest, which he depied to himself.
Every one was talking now (for in Ockley the
folk were alwaysin a sort of conversational
turmoil) about the heavy business he was doing,
cngrossing it from all guarters to himself, and

. the amount of money which he must bave been
: making was fixed at a sum fabulous indeed fora
, little country town.

Unfortunately, talk did
not cnd here, and those gossips at Ockley had
something more to tell of besides mere industry
and its rewards.  Sad news this was to all hig

. friends, and even those who most fed upon

scandal would bave wished this tale could
have been told of any other. -

** But do you think he can be guilty ?¥ said
poor Mrs. Seymour, who had been out in the

. village, and heard it all for the first time.

* Tom, surely he cannot be guilty.” She could
not join in thetowan-talk, and bad at ouce, then
and there, scouted the whole thing as untrue,
and not to be entertained for a moment; but
when she came home, and thought how he had
absented himself from them, her heart misgave
her.

“Tom,” she said, *surely he cannot be
guilty.”

# We have no right to assume that he is, my
dear,” said her husband ; # we mustn't assume
that he is.”

# Bug, Tom, every one condemns him, even
Mrs. Sutcliffe is down upon him; I met her
to-day at the Morley's, and she says that it
must all come out soon; that Mr. Rivers insists
that he never signed the bill at all, apd that
i's 2 forgery.?

¥ Yes, my dear, the whole truth will be

* known soon.”

She koew, from the way he said it, what he
thought was the truth. and this gricved ler
more.

“Tom,” she said at last, © if John has quar-
relled with us, even though it is his own fault,
We are his oldest
fricnds here, and when be's in tronble we should
not pass him by. The whole truth will be
Kzown soon, ¥ou say, and then he will not want
our help, or, or—~we may not be able to give it
to him.” And thenshe reminded him how kind
John hiad been to her when she came, a stran-
ger, into the place; and she spoke of poor
Mary, too, and broaght in from the next roomn
her litde child, which they had adopted, and
she and the litle unconscious infant pleaded
with him there. each in ker sevemal way, till he
could resist no longer, but yiclded, and was
won over. Thra she walked with kim down
the lawn to the gate, warning him 21 the way
to speak penlly and Lindly to his old fricnd.
She nceded nnt have doue it for what she had
$aid already had awakened all the old feclings
of fricadship,

Now, while /il this scenc was going on, John
sat in the little arbour, looking down the two
tree-avenues at the chureh and the parsonage.
It was not his wonl to come here, or to come
anywhere, at this honr: bout he had 1eft bis
Louse this evening, and closed the door behizd
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him for the last time, and he was fiying from
the place which had witnessed all his pleasures
and happiness, before judgment and condemna-
tion should come upon him. Passing up the
walk for the last time, hurriedly, and with his
face askance from the passers-by, he stopped at
the little path into the arbour, and a better im-
puise tempted him to visit it too. From it he
could sce the grounds of the parsenage and the
avenue leading to the gate ; and, as he watched
the door of the house opened, and Tom Sey- !
mour walked down the lawn, his wife talking |
to him the whole time, and stopping him with
some last words, even atthe gate. He saw his
old friend coming towards him under the trees,
and he left the arbour and wandered into the
wood, dreading sucha meeting. But when the
clergyman had passed he returned to his seat,
and once more bis eyes rested sadly upon the
parsonage, containing all which remained to
him of that dream of bis past life. e looked
atit long and thoughtfully, and then left the
arbour, and skirted along the trees till he
reached the garden gate; he passed up the
avenue and through the open door into the hall.
He hesitated to tarn the handle of the dining-
room door, and walk in. Many months had
passed since last he was in that house, where
once he was a daily visitor. Ile had wronged
the owner of it; he had wronged him and quar-
relled with him, and yet, day after day, he was
taking the greatest of all kindnesses at his
hands. He dared not face him. But then
he thought of Grace; how soft and kind she
had been to him in his sorrow and bereavement!
aad, thinking of all this, he turned the handle, !
and walked in. He found the room cmpty— i
no one in it; but he could hear voices from the
next roow, for the nursery. door was half open,
and he sat down and listened.

How well hie knew her soft and gentle voice!?
and, hearing it, and the words she spoke, what
a picture came before his mind l—= picture so
vivid and so touching, that he rose from his
chair, and pushing open the door, peeped in.
She was bending over the cot in which the
child lay—bending very low, so as almost to
torch it, and the little thing put out its hand
and caught at her hair, and dragged it inits
little fingers, till her long back tresses fell over
its face. Then she caught up the little child
and hugged it closely to her, and danced it up
into the air &l it screamed with shrill delight;
while her owa face litup and shone out throngh
the lang hair that was tossed and scattered
overit. “ For she's my own lit!le daughter—
my own litte dasghier, and papas coming to
sce her to-night.  Father's been a very naughty
father, and Ims not come to her for a long time
~—oh, for such a long time! Rat he'll come to-
night—fatherl come and sce her to-night”

This was the sight he saw—these were the
wards e heard ; and, with these words ringing
in his cars, he slonk out of the house and fled
from the place, a guilty and miserable man.

-

!
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So mzuch of my tale I have put together
baldly, hinting at what has taken place, rather
an telling it beeasse =Ml that yor have heard
happened a2 long time ago—fall nincicen years
ago.
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Nineteen years, then, bave passed over our
heads, and here we are back at Ockley. How
changed the place is! it's twiceas big and wree
times as busy. This isthe railway station, the
branch line through Ockley Vale has been
opened these two years, and halfa dozen trains
go and come from London daily.

* What's the bell for, porter 7°

¥ Seven-five up train due, sir.” _And here, in
fact, it comes? looming along through the tun-
nel.

The passengers for Ockley-on-the-Hill jump
out and claim their luggage. They are not
very many in anmber, and we have no difficulty
in singling out the one who has interest for us.
Time, that is at its silent work with all, has
dealt gently with him ;—only the grey hairs
have become white, and the l:nes are deeper in
the face, and tke steady, determined micn and
walk are gone. He has come baek a sadder
man and a better. He looks with a kind of
wonder on the porter who piles his luggage on
the cab; and when the man asks the direction,
hie hesitates a little.

‘ Jordan and Ivatt’s lotel,” hesays, at last -
* drive to Jordan and Ivatt's Hotel.”

The man looks confused; but the porter
shouts out, ¥ The Old Bath Hotel,” and tells
the traveller that Jordan and Ivatt have retired
these ten vears, and the holel is now managed
by Mr. Edward Carpenter.  With these words
the cab drives off.

So Jordan and Ivatt have retired, and the
old house is now administered by Mr. Edward
Carpenter.  Our traveller wonders can this be
the waiter he recollects there as Ned. What
other changes will hic sec in the place? He
looks eagrerly from the window; but sees fami-
liar points only from time to time. Almost
everything has a strange face for him ; not now
though, for he's in his own street, and, in fact,
here's the hotel—just the same place as ever.

The best of plain dinners is served to him in
that private room ; and after it, he sends for his
host, Mr. Edward Carpenter, that he may hase
adittle talk with him. Tke quondam Ned is
delighted 1o come, and frecly pours forth to the
stranger all the gossip of the town.

# And indeed, sir, vou scem to know the
place very weli ;™ bat the traveller explains to
him that he had a friend who belonged to the
town 2 long timie ago—1wWenty years or more—
and who was always talking of it to kim ; after
this he goes on with his questions.

Ned has a great deal to tell him.  The old
Earl of Doublcgloster is dead, died unmarried ,
and there was A sale up at Cheddar Castle last
week.  Dr. Breugham bought most of the pic-
tures.  The old dector’s alive s1ill, and doing a
great practice ; he Ures a pair of horses cvery
day.

" And the rector 27 the strmuger asks, timid-
Iy,

¥ Right well, sir, right well.  He was pat out
a bit at first abour Mr. Henry's marvisge; but
iU's all seltled now, and thats Mrs. Scymoars
doing ; she managed L7

- Aad whom is he going 10 be masried to ?”

¥ That's where it s, sin. Mo Heary, hes
awost fit to mawy any one, showering his
woney about everywhere, as if bhe had lots of it
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And Miss Mary’s nice too—nice and nice look-
ing; but they can’t live on their looks, you
know, ) .

‘* But who's Mr. Henry in love with?”

‘* There you have me again, sir, for not one
of us knows very well who she is  Some says
shes a cousin of Mrs. Seymours: and then
there's others say she's daughter of old Milward,
the attorney, who ran away from this twenty
years ago * and more's the pity there should he
an‘\l"hing against her, for she’s asgood as gold.
At first there was terrible work to break it off
but 1t's all settled now, and thevre to be wmar-
ried in_the morning

Mueh more &id the landlord of the * Old
- Bath Hotel.” say,—many things about many
versons - bot he had lost his hstener John sat
sitent and let by go on, ull he stopped him-
self and thenlet im goaway. And when
at lengrth the room was cleared, and the door
loched o keep off all intrusion, he paced up
and down, turping overin his own wind the
tatterest of all thoughts  Thiz then, was the
bromised end: this was the day to which he
bad been locking forward for so many vears
In that far-away country. where he had lived
4n bonourable life, cancelling, as he behiesed,
ty acts of charity and hours of repentance the
bitter past, restoripg fourfold aught he had
taken from any man by false acrusation—in
*uat distant country he had thought that all
the happiness of his life might be ¢nllected into
ihe single day when he would returo to bis own
town and his own family . and now the day
bad come, and the first stranger he met had to
tell him of * old Milward, the attorner. who
TAD away tWenty years ago.

o, full of all Mese thoughts, hard and stern
as they were, he left the hotel, and wandered.

about through the streets. Every house that
be passed was familiar with thosc rears that he
had never forgotten, and woke up for him some
fresh association , and then he looked curiously
a1 the new quarter of the town—parts that had
been planned and bailt while he was away, il
at last, snd quite unexpectedls, be came gpon
the old church It seemed to ham more insig-
miicant than he ever thought it before, and

quite depressed by the weight of iv¥ that clang

101t and hang from every part of it, but there
_ Was the fine avenue of trees as grand as ever.

How many strange reravmbrapces came
¢rowding 13 upon bim, as once Agan he walked
under their shade , how many trifling 1ncidents
that could searceir have found a hsiting-place
1n bis memory were frosh now as when ther
first happened' So that it was more 1astinct
iban intention that made bim turn off from the
mait road and find his way into the arbour.
He looked down the side avenae, and aaw the
old parsopage, with its gardens and grounds
Just as he had left them.  SRoon the half-closed
door was throws wide open, and be straioed
his eves. watchiog the crowd of people that
caws out from the drawing-room and wandered
overthe garden. He tned to singlo oot from
them the 4®e-or three whom be wonld have
gladly seen. bot the dustance was great, and
his sight was not as keca now as it bad been
iwenty years ago the fast time he bad looled
from the ramo place. As he sat there, with
ibis view before him, be tried to calleet his
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l thoughts and think over his plans for the future.
He bad come out full of wrath and bitter-
ness, but, somehow, the old things that sur-

' rounded him softened and abated all bis anger.

' He would not remain longer in the place ; he

. would not, by his presence. throw any shade
over his daughter's happiness, nor disturb the

" peace of the rector by coming forward and as-

" serting his forgotten relationship. The selfish

' happiness, which he bad looked forward to asa

dream, must pass as a dream from him. He
‘would leave the place to-night—no, not to-
night . he must see ber somehow, and the hus-
bapd who was to be hers till death should part
them; after tbat, he would go away—any-
where, it mattered not where. but she must
pevertheless be the richest beiress round Ogkley.
in that, at least, be must not be dsappointed.
This all settled, he returned to the hotel.

Next day came with great importanoe for the
village  Every wedding was a fesuval day at
tickley  but there bad been so much wonder-
iog at and wlking over. and assertion, and
repetition, and contradiction about tiis wed-
ding, that when the day actually came, 1t was
quite & red-letter day  Never-had the church
looked so small, or so insufficient to the crowd
that thronged about, and never was a crowd 50
friendly—for, indeed, they were nll friends, and
had come upon a friendly massion.

The rector was there, of (ourse, standyng
within the rals and reading out the service, he
has aged greatly since we saw him last, and
the years have left their marhs, deepening the
Lines 1n hisface . butMrs Seymouris very little
altered—only the grey hars have given way to
the white ones, her glance is still ag «varm and
assuring as ever. And gotonly the rector snd
bz wife, but all our old friends have assembled
for this occasion, the doctor's brougham 1s
waiting outside for bim at the churcb door, and
bis coschman has got a lLittle boy to hold the
horse, and is himself watching the ceremony,
safe from beiog seen, up in the organ-loft, and
there, T declare 10 you, in one of the state pegs,
15 our old—our very old fnemd, Miss Grrfiths,
who has not missed a wedding at Ockley thdse
many years.

But all this ime the wedding has been gong
op, and the bride and bndgeroom, kteeling sade
by side, bave answered or repeated the solemn
words of the mimister, and now they ali rise to
pass 1nto the vestry-room, where thetr names
will appear different for the last tme. The
people swared and thronged up the asle to get
a view of the procession as it passed . they were
a good-humonred crowd, and bore thesrosh:
13g, and even made room for an old maa who
was amongst them, and seemed more caget® than
any of them. He forced bis way to the very
front row, and atood there for A moment look.
ing at the proap. then, stick in baad. be cros-
sed the hittle chancel of the church, and passed
throogh the kaot of brides-maids and wedding

. guests L1l he came to the brde and bndegroom

and spoke to them.

1 am an old masn,” he said, “ and a stran-
get 1o these parts, and I am hexe to guve you
both my¥ blesuing ™ and be took the bndegroom
who seemcd a Little embarragsad, by the hand
" Don t mind wmy beung & straager.” he said to
tim . the blessing of an old man never dud
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the young any harre ;” and then he put out his
hand to the bride, but it trembled when she
touk it in hers, and his voice faltered and would
not give out his words, and holding her hand
still in his, ke looked down upon the ground,
as if his purpose were all goae; then, in a few
soft wards, she thanked bim, but he, when he
heard the voice, started and looked up and saw
her face notw for the first time, and the words
came¢ to him quickly enough, for he saw her
blue eyes wistfully looking up to him through
the Yridal veil. and fur a moment she scemed 10
hir a5 %15 own wife, whom he had led from this
very altar, full of hope and youth. twenty lqng
vears ago.  The words came to jum very quick
a0, so that he dreaded to speak them out, :m.d
ihe tears gathered fast, but he caught her in his
wrms and kissed her, lest he shouid spoil her
hiappiness with the onc word * daughter!
then be returned into the crowd; and, wonder-
ing, it made way fur hin:, and so he passed out
of the church,

They would have forgiven him. would frank-
iy have furgiven him =2ii: they wonld have
% clcomed bim back to Uchley, and have made
the dax of his return a holiday through the
schole town—but this was not to be, e had
10 learn the bitter truth, that ncither man's
repentance nor man’s furgiveness can cancel a
past act. they might pardon and he might
grieve, but justice and judgment belong not to
man but unto thee, O Lord, to wham alse be-
loageth merces. W.L.W.

THE CULTURE OF SYMPATHY.

LTHOUGH even our capabili-
tics of sympathy cannot reach
petfection, it by no means fol-

T, Jows that they cannot. by a
careful cultivzation; be greatly
developed nad cxtended. And

‘,i..](h“‘-; when we consider how muchand
<3317 ¢ how ofien our sympathics are
;“g needed - how from lack of that
compassion and kindlines which
ther alone can produce, many 2 human soui
has fallen awar {o ruin, sinkiag down beaeath
the burthen of ite weary pains. and errors the
most injurious—distarted viess of life, crnicism
and disconieni, and cven utter godicssness,
have taken hold of mea @ it would sevm ampge
if we should not arail ourselves of whatever
means exist of fastering thase capabilities.
Faremast amaeng the means of sceuring =
knowledge of the natures of men, suitable 1o
sach a purpose, a habit of intrespection, sa far
a< it may be healizfulls canducied. at ance sug-
gesis dtself. Selfknowledge ic 3 ker which
unlocks the seerct chambers af 2l humanity .
Kaow raurself, and jou will have the readiest
aceess 1o & knowledge of vaur neighbaur: for
the primary laws of hamanity are as fixed as
thase of external patere : and, though there exict
differences between men o wide as o rendera
through knewledge ofane another. with our pre-
feat names capacities, ultesly impassidbie —nar
=T, o fender impbssible oven a clost commu-
nioa of thought and freling—3el cleariy we
cas discem that beneath all varieties of charan.

e
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all, a8 it were. moulded after the sume patters,
and bear the impress of the same creative Mind.
It is in ourseives that we can best perceive
and consider these commun laws and attributes :
and from a knowledge of them, and from a belie:
tuat they exist in others, and are at work be-
neath all external disguises, there springs up
within us that sense of brotherhood and close
mysterious kinship with mankind in its varie-
ties, which is the original source of sympatbyr,
in its deepest, truest, and most universal fornm.
To discover and to feel this brotherhood
should be the aim of all who wanld cultivate
their sympathies'  We shall not be disposed o
deal barshly with the defeci~ of others, which.
when we once acknowiedge therr existence in
ourselves, we fiad it so easy (o pardon. Yet how
few are there. comparatively, who have studied
the complenitis of their own characters. How
few, again, wuv may have power to do so, are
courageous erongh to examine into ther mo-
tives, and face that bypecritical, self-deceiving
heart which each man is ever endeavouring to
keep concealed from his own exes, lest itshouid
shock las seifccomplacency  fo scrutinise it foo
closely ! Carcfully enough and carnestly does
each man study his make beiiese perfections, and
comes 10 knosw these as accurately as heknows
the shape of his face and the colour of lusbair,
hasing many times attentively examined tie
same . but the deeper part of our nature, where
theughts the most ignable, and motives the most
hage, continually lurk in the darkness, how few
amonag us dare look long into that' He who
would know himscifas hic is. must cast aside his
self flattery, and much of his seiftleve, and go
about his investigation< with not a little hum-
lity, but at the sunce tune, feariessiy.  He mtst
not shrink from baving lus good opinons sud-
denls undermined, or be overnice in dealing
with lis pride and sclf-appravation : for he wa’
see strange facts Iaid bare, which he dreamed
not of hefure—his seeming benevolence rooics.
perhaps, in lote of ostentatioa: bis splendid
sclf-sacrifice springing from motives the mos:
sordid and self-interested ; his conscicntiousacess
—for which his neighbours give him so mucl
praise, and which sheds amystic glory over 2.l
Lig actions, anising, it may te, from isherent
cautiousucss, cowardice, of sioth . a miserabie,
disheaticing resciaiian. but withal a thorough. s
profitable and imporiant one, from the conters-
plasion of which no traik-loTing man should
shrink. .
Consider tin much = {uil conscioucness tha:
this Imsencss and wrong-heartedness underlies
Al ks potichi and sefinenent, wiil 2id a man of
high inteatians to deveiape and widen his syn.
pathies  The very deadliest comes which e
witnesee< in otler men, Le will pereene to e
the resull of iendencaes wwhich e hasdiscoveren
alneady in his ovwn nature : and he will lears s
feel himself ane with those Thonave been placed
in more Tiag citcutslaaces than he,  And,
doubtiese, if once bre cames to sympathize with
his fellows in tge deeprsi pascions, he will find
not fo very difficult 1o overinok thase minor de.
fecte which before excited his antipathics and
vendered 3t so hard 10 exert his gher sympa.
thies.  And by selfisindy much mare1s lamed
than thv *ad phases of human natare. Our good

o7 imrk seme common altitilutles, that we are § qualities ave the st qualities we discover in
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ourselves. Surcly these may serveus as an in-
dex to the better aspects of bumanity.

I have said that the very limited experience
which each individual possesses of the nany
pains and pleasures of which the race is suscep-
.ible, is a serious preventive of universality of
sympathy. Uf course, we can scarcely hope to
be familiar with these beyond what weourselves
have felt; or have witnessed in persons imme-
diately about us. The imagination alone can
assist us further than this. But, undoubtedly,
2 quick facility of introspection will be of incal-

calable value in recalling such feclings as we !

have cxperienced, and in thus providing, when
needed, a ready sympathy.

But even this introspective process is beset
with innumerable difficultics: nnd it must be
remembered that the faculty of seif-analysis is
neither widely nor cevenly distributed © that
there are some minds in which it is <o feeble as
1w be scarcely available, and others from which
it is almost altogether absent. Very necessary
tor the purposes here indicated is the svstematie
culture of the imagination. If persons who
possess that agrecable power of imagination
which canbles them to throw themselves into
the positions, or array themselves in the attri-
butes, of other characters. would cease t5 clothe
tuemselves in fancy with the grace of Antinous
or the beauty of Aphrodite. and try more fre-
quently to place themselves in the positions and
amid the trials of tie men and women around
them, they would be using a splendid endorw-
meat for a noble purpose, and they would find

theirsymnpathics rapidly assuming healthfulness |

and breath. « Few people,” says a writer of
large wisdom—* few people have imagination
enough-to enter into the delusions of athers. or.
indeed, to look into the actions of an¥ other per-
son. with any prejudices but their own.  Per-
haps, however, it would be nearer the truth to
say that few people are in the habit of cmploy-
ing their imagination in the service of chearity :
oSt persons require its magic aid to gild sheir
castles in the rir—to conduct them alang those
fancied triumphal processions in which they
themselves play so conspicuous a part—to con-
[uCr enemics for them without hattles, and to
make them virtuous without effort. This iz what
they want their imagination for: ther cannot
spare it for any httle errand of charity.”

In the culture of the svmpathics (as has becn
frequenty pointed out). whether to invigorate
‘magination, or to efect an extended Knowledge
of men’s naturee, the study of fictian, in its
widest acceptation and most select branches,
@3y well accupy a prominent position with
those to whem it is aceessible. 8y means of
fclion we are brought inte closer conacclion
with men in all their complexities, than ever we
can be in acwal life. We sec decp into their
sozls,and hear them communing with themeelves
i the silence and in the solitude. Their fears
become our fears. their anxietics ours.  We
follow them far away in their labyrinthine
thoughtsand wild imaginings. We are thnlled
by their passions, saftened by their loves, stir-
red to the depihs of our bring by their cries of
agony, oF swayed by their restliess aspimations.
Often, too, we come to recognise ¥ God's light
all dim and cold” in the outcast and despised.
“or ther open up their hearts to as, there in that
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dreamland, where there is none to mock them ,
and as they whisper their sorrows to us, and un-
fold their wrongs, and claim a common kinship,
their loathsomeness falls away from them, and
we fear not to call them brothers, and take them
to our breasts. There we come to understend
the eccentric man, and sec how much nobility
may underlie his peculiarities. There we learn
how kind a heart the man of sarcasm may some-
times hide from the world, and what a good-
niatured, sclf-deceiving fellow the cynic may be
after all. There Mirth flings aside her mask,
and reveals a countenance sorrowful and mar-
red by many sufferings long concealed.  And it
is left for us onlr to project the attributes, and
passiops. and sufferings of the fictitions charac-
ters into the actual men and women around us.

Much injary results, as I have already observ-
ed. from shrinking from the pain of sympathy.
when it may be areuscd by the imagination .
and this resistance must deaden the power of
sympathby. and, when frequently indulged, pro-
duce, in the cnd. sclfishness and apathy. 1s
it so hard a thing to ligkten the burthen of bit-
ter anguish under which =« fellow-creature
groans, cven though it cause us a little degree
of discomfort 7 Better a littie voluntary self-
sacrifice now and then, than the dead heart and
the icy chill of indifference. Why should 2 man
be ashamed of a notle sentiment?  Doubtless,
much true strength is exhibited in the restrain-
ingofonce’s feclings : and sentimentalism is every
whit as objectionable as cold-hearicdness : but
the man who persists in crushing out his finer
seatiments. which are the noblest things about
him, and who obeys the dictates of a contemp-
tible and groundless pride that prevents him from
cenlering into the feelings of the people around
him, is committing an act of most deliberate
sclf-destruction.

I supposc that if men could overcome their
antipathics to onc another, they would become
much more susceptible of sympathy : but itis
a hard thing to struggle with antipathies. It
is very seldom that a man can set himscif to
wage war upon a long-churished dislike ; and
there arc, doubtless, antipathics which should,
perhaps, never be uprooted.  Of course, the ob-
vious remedy isto contract no unnccessary dis-
likes, or to be sure to counteract them early, if
contracted . and no doubt where there is a strong
andd ever-active impulse to cffect cither of these
obhjects, success will ultimately follow.

I' scems straage that people will allow their
estinate of a man's character, which is as com-
plex as the world itself, to be so distorted by
the contemplation of a few exiernal defects. It
I am cuisedwith a loathsome disease why should
my Whol * character be deemed worthless 7 1t
1 have contracted an unamiable habit, why
should m - friend suffer me to become altogether
despicable in his eves?

Many antipathies might he avoided, if people
wouid oaly learn that the trac mcthod of esti-
mating the characters of men is not by their
actions alone. hut by their motives, and the
agencies producing their actions.  Actions are
often accidental—often done involuntarils, un-
der the force of circumstances, disectly contrary
to the principles, and desires. and biases of the
docer. Historr, generally speaking, records only
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the actions of men ; and how ridiculous are our
blunders in our estimates of historical person-
ages! If wewouldendeavour to examine mens
motives mere frequently than their actions,
when their actions are objectionable, and learn,
at the same time, to avoid making it a rule .al-
ways to atiribute bad motives where thereisa
possibility of the existence of good, we should
find our antipathies losing, more and more, their
despotic power to pervert the judgment, and, 1
perbaps, ceasing altogether to trouble us.

There are two truths which might be very .
heneficially observed in giving and secking
sympathy.  The first is, that people should be
less exacting in their demands for the sympatby
ofothers, the sccond, that when genuine sym
pathiy is not felt—cannot be felt—gentlenessof |
speech and kindliness of mannner —which may
be perfectiy sincere. though not springing fromn
immediate sympathy —will produce much of the
effect which from the true feeling would have
naturally resulted. Nelf-restraintand indep-nd-
‘nee of spirit will prevent indulgence in theune
error: the latter virtue can only be observed by
those to whom is given the gentle heart and
Zenial lisposition. and by whom these great
gifts are rightly cultivated.

There is a class of persons—good, they may .

" their elders.
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be, and 1 believe that in the main they are—
who are always ready with assurances of sym-
pathy, soften into easy tears; repeat, over and
over, their stock of mawkish terms of cndear-
ment; and deal similarly, with the most affec-
tionate diminutives, in speaking to or of their
less bappy and less prosperous neighbours ; but
whose demoastration of sympathy is often more
repulsive and more wearisome than absolute
neglect. These are people who possess the sym-

| pathetic instinct, but whose sensitiveness or ima-

gination does not keep pace with their inordi-

" nate desire to please and seem good-natured,
. and who are utterly deficient of taste. They are

seldom to be found among the very young;

. probably because very young people are more

spontancous and more gquickly imaginative than
They are generally of the weaker
sex: but not seldom they may be met with
among men of very mild and feminine disposi-
tions. It would be well, if such as these wounld
learn the true grandeur of sincerity, and forbear
te deem it incumbent upon them to assume a
noble sentiment, when the genuine impulse is
wanting. For, after all, the truest sympathy,
and that which confers most solace. finds its
readiest cxpression not in cmpty words of ten-
derness, but in considerate and hindly acts.

Wiscallancous.

LORD ARDMILLAN ON THE ANTIQUITY |
OF MAN, THE REFORM BILL, AND
CHRISTIAN UNION.

Lord Ardmillan opened a course of lec- |
tures at Girvan, and delivered a leug ad- .
dress.  from which we take the following:
—¢% The fellowship of humanity cannot be
long or securely sustaiaed swithout o belief in
the fact that man was created as man—formed
by the Divine Creator as an intelligent and
respansible being, with an immortal spirit and
an cternal destiny.not produced by some strange
process of development from inferior animals.
Yet such notions are maintained and apparently
believed in some quarters. 1 have no right,
and no twish, to object to the prosccution of
seientific inquiry on such a subject. nor cven to
blame its frecdom and independence. The in-
quiry wauld not be philosophical if it were not
independent, and we who hiold the Bible to be
(tod s Word, and certainly true, and yet hold it
to be not a seientific treatise, can have no fear |
of the cffect on our religious belief of the results
of any honest and diligent investigation of
truth. Buat [ confess thal to meitscems at once
sad and surprising, that men ¢an surrender their
teason while praociaiming their philosophiy—that
mern. who profess to vindicate the dignitr of
man, and independence of mind, should part
with their beiief in that special work of the di-
<ine creation of man, which is the peculiar
glgrs of manhood—and that mez who abandon
or withhold their faith in Scripture. should with
strange coedulity azeept with out cvidence theo-
rics the most wild, wrrational and incredible. It
has been teuly sad, * great is the ceedality of
unbeilzf.” These theories, generally termed

e e eesimbe -

Darwinian, whether they arc Pantheistic. Athe-
istic, or Materialistic, appear to we to beag much
opposed to sound reason, true philosophy, and
common sense, as they are to the Scripture
Record. It is one among many objections to
them, that they are fatal to the recognition of
aay true fellowship of humanity. There can
be no brotherhood of man, if it is to include the
bahoon and the gorilla. 1 can feel regret for
the death, and sympathy for the suffering, of the
poor chimpanzee at the Crystal Palace, but 1
tefuse 1o recognise him 2s a man and a brother.
There can be uo fellowslip of humanity, if we
have a brute origin and brute kindred. Why
should we have any difficulty in accepting the
recard of creation brictly, but clearly, given us
in Scripture? Why should we hetieve that that
divine act of creation was performed otherwise
than in the manner there recorded? What
grouad is there for demanding = belief in a mi-
racle that is nol recorded rather than in & mi-
racle that is recarded? Every act of creation
is a miracle : every miracle is divine ; and, even

" on principles of mere reason, there is nothing

gained by forcing us back 1o seck for the mira-
culous act of creation at a far earlier and more
remote prriod.  If we are toaccept the theory
that is suggested, of a single atom, globule, or
ger foating alone in the void, out of which all
the varicties of animated aature were afterwards
developed, then that solitars atom, with alt it
mysierious powers of expansion and develop-
ment must have been cither sclf-cxistent or di-
vinely ereated, itis said. To have been self-exist-
cnt and uncreated, that is an assertion which
they do not ventase to make—an asiertion which
invelves atheism, and few are bold cnough o
avow it. If it was created, then that creation
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out of nothing, of asingle stem or germ, charg-
ed with all earth’'s life, and with so marvellous
o capacity for development, would be a mirgole
quite as wonderful as that set forth 1n the Bible,
and far less intelligiple, As I have alreadd said,
these Darwinian theones, wihule they may shake
the faith of some unstable minds, yet expiain
nothing.
ns. Their advosates would disturb our t'm&{;‘m
Scripture, make great demands on our credulity
in their conjectures, and then leave us without
explanation.
gious liberty feel themselves to be knit together
by their attaclunent to that great and glorious
cause—the common blessing sought orenjoyed,
the common end prosecuted or won, binding
together by sweet yet powerful ties those who,
in common, desire and strive and pray for its
abiding security and its peaceful progress. Me-
mory and hope combine their 1afiuende to cement
thig fellowship by & thankful retrospect of the
struggles of the past, and a joyful “anticipation
of the triumphs ydt to come,
our country, and tife thankful consciousness of
well-won rights ahd present securuy, may
justly make a British subject an enthusiartic ad-
vocate of constitutional liberty. and odght na-
turally to create afellowship amgng all who are
devoted to the same sacred cau Such a fel.
lowship is the hope of the.oppressed and the

.

dread of the tyrant,and s the prunary element in -

the moral power of Britamn. At the same time, all
wise lovers of thé cause of Iiberty, vigilant for
its safety and tenderly jenlous of its fame, will
seek 10 prevent if possible, and, if they cannot
prevent, will deplore every act of rashness or
indiscretion, of unrzasonableness or uncharita-
bleness, which can bring discredit or peril to
the momentouns nterests involved. There 15 ap
entire harmony between social order and cons-
titutional liberty, and this harmonious action it
is our privilege to enjoy, living under na limited
monarchy, as the subjects of a gracious Sovereign
whoge wise and benignant swayv preserves the
one anc guarantees the other. Itis a mistake
10 suppose that there 1s any antaganism between
trée liberty and social order Ther act and
teaat for their mutual protector

All true lovers of aivil aud reli-
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It is only into darkness that theX tead ¢

/?be-.!—lqu of Argyll/who, on the eve of hiscse
ution, was seen in pfison ¢ sleeping as pleasant-
Iy us ever 1 within an hour of eternity.
The whole story of the struggle of the Englisl,
Puritans and of the Scottish Covenanters, a
struggle in which, notwithstandiog some ooca-
sional lack bt charity and toleration—a lack
not surprising when we think how they were

" treated—they e@vinced a heroism for which we

The history of

g

can never be sufficiently thankful, confirms the
truth of the propasition, that the best patrivts
are Christign patriots, and that the bighest an i
purest fellowship of freedom is a Christian
feliowship. The consideration of this sub-
lect is the jnore important, now that an extende .
franchise is to be widely scattered over the
land - | hope the result of a measure, which 1ts
authors call *a leap 1n the dark, Joay be th-
advancement of the eonstitutional Liberty sn i
the welfure of my country. With tbe part,
politics of the subjeet I do not meddle . but th-
ethies of it lead me to remark—The morals ot
legislation are bigher than the measures of leg-
islation - the character of public men is of mor

importance that any legislative enactment. .
stain on British statesmunship is ill atoned f.:
by the largest popular concessions. Twu
thought= are suggested by the consideration «
the subject of a Christain fellowship  The firs
is the fellowship of our Christianity . the second.
and in some respects the most important, 13 tk-
Christiamity of all our fellowships. That divis-
ion of opinion should prevail among Protes-
tants iz unavoidable, and in one sense it is pot
to be regretted. 1t is part of the price we pay
for liberty of consciencr To abide by inde-
peodent convictions on personal responsibility
is & Protestant night. To seek for Christian
union—to hold fauat whatwe believe to be trati..

. and yet to mantain and acknowledge the right

The wisest triends of the one are the firmest -

supporters of the other. The best security for
order i3 in the intelligen® contentment of papu-
lar liberty , and the best munmiment of liberty i3
in the tranquil §tability of oqastitutional order
Tbe oppression of the people by despotic or arbit-
*rary power, the unworthy dis{rust of the peaple
and the refusal of moderate chims, must place

law and order mn danger. and, on the other '

haod, all violent and turbulent condnet or un-
reasonable derand, creates algrm, excites hos-
tility, and is emunently perilons to popalar h-
berty. The transivon from tumplt to asarchy
is common and probable. the transition from
anarchy totsranny 15 a reaction almoat certan,
nnd generally blouds. Let us, howeser, remem-
ber that no man can be free whoisaslave to his
own evil passion, aad that ‘ he is the freeman
whow the truth makes free, and all are glaves
besides.” Oune of the many lessons from the his-
tory of our own country 1s that the bravest and
purest of patriots have been eatnest Christiags
We have a Scattish allustration of this happy
combination of prety With patrsotism in the case

of private judgment—to respect the conscien-
tinns convictions of others, conceding to them
all the freedom which we clamn for ourselves

and, at the same time, to strive earnestls to b~
of one mind 1n the Losd—this seems to me the
part of wisdom and of duty. and this, by di.-
charging all personal estrangement, would es-
tract the bitterness from our denuminaliona

distinctiona. The Church, in the view which |
take of her—the universal Church, f possiba

—and each separate Church 1 particuls..
onght to be the leading and prcubar instituie,
of Christian fellowship. In the view whie
gsome persons take of the Church, she cannc:
occupy that position A Church, whether ca.
ed Roman Catholic or Anghcan, whicl plagts
herself on lngh, interposcd between the peop,-
and their God, which professea to perform hug
services and sacrifice for the flack, eclaming an
anthority abzolnte and a vo. ¢ infallible, wiel.-
ing the power of her absolat.on and the terro-«
of her excommunication, anl demandiaga sut-
misxion anreserved ‘and a faith unquestioruny.
capnot be the central institute of a free and sin-
cere frllawship  The Church whichizto be the

central institute of an evangclienl fellowshi;
must leave conscience free. and, appealing
the Bible alone for authority; must impress tt®
hearts and convictions of men, and mnst pro-
claim and eaforce the gospel by pastoral, not
t - veieatly, affices, ] am not a member of the
Church of England, but I speak of her witk

¢
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anfeigned respect, and with sincere admiration
+f 130 learning, the cloquence, the worth, and
the piaty by which she bas long been, 2und is
=1ill, in so large & measure distinguished. It is
zherefore in # spirit the most friendly and the
most respectful that I state my conviction—a
conviction decpened by her receat proceedings
—that the Church of England is in the great-
et dapger, and that one of her many daagers
is, that she will eoon make Christian fellowskip
with her impossible, except on the footing of
the sbsolute renunciation of Kvungelical prio-
ciples,”

BANQUET TO THE REV. NORMAN MAC-
LEOD.

The Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod was enter-
“ained a1l a  public diener at Willis's-roows,

Ring-street. 3t Jumes's, on the oceasion uf his |

fenving the country, with Dr. Watson, us adepu-
*ation Trom the extablished Church of Scotlund,
to visit the  ditferent mission stations of that
<murch in Indin. .\ large number of the tfriends
azd admirers of Dr. Macleod assembled upon the
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to be controlled in these days by repression, by
recurring to presumptive claims, or by anythiag,
except by meeting with the clear noontide of
candour every doubt and every difficulty, shriok
ing from nothing, concealing nothing, but meet~
ing on common ground every human mind that
came 10 them and grappled with them, That
their fricad had fully done, and it was owing to
that circumstance that he had established for
himself, an honourable and important place
among those who had grasped the heart of the
readers of Christinn literatare in this and other
countries. (Cheers.) 1e ueed not dwell upon
the sacred and somewhat complex gifts with
which Dr. Macleod wus endowed for the pur-
pose of the mission with which he hud beep en-
truzied by his Church. ‘There could hardiy be
@ ore importaut contribution to the difliculy
question of (hristinn wissions than his report
upott the missions tu Indin if he was spared to
prepare it as it would be drawn up with the ut-
most pessible care, with every sympathy not

. only fur thuse who agreed with them, but for

those who unhappily differed with them, He had

; heard enough from Dr. Macleod that eveniug to

occasien, including the Rev. br. Watson, the |

Rev. Professor Plumtre, the Rev. Dr. Youny,
Mr. Cunliffe, the Rev, Dr, Raleigh, Mr. Alder~
wan Lusk, M. P, the Rev. W. Denton, the Rev.
W. T. Bullock, Mr. Sella Martiu, Mr. Freeween,
NMr. Spaldin, Mr. Macrae Moir. Mr. Hurst, Mr,
Slackeu, Mz Strabags, Mr. J. 8. Virtue, Mr.
Rare, Mr. J. €. Mudic, and Mr. J. M*Ewan, The
Very Rev. Dr. Alford, Dean of Canterhury, pre-
sided. Letters expressing symnpathy in the object
of the gathering and the regretaof the writersat
their inability to take partin the procecdings,
were read from the Duke of Argsll, the Deanof
Weatminster, the flev. Dr. Vaughan, the Res.
Chas. Kingsley, Mr. X Trollope, Mr. Kuye, and
others. :

The Chairman, in proposing the toast of the
evening, ** Health aud God speed.to onr hononr-
ed guest,” «aid it might al the ficst vlance seem
that e wag at a disadvaatage in recommending
the toasy, from the cirennstance that he did not
Sorm one of the inner circte of Dr. Macleod's sc-

squaintance : but theyr were metin a public place |

in the great metropolisof Christian work to do
Lonour o their guest,not onlyasa privatefriend,
but ac a public man, and to bid him God speed
iu the public mission in which he was about to
engage. and therefore bis appeal would be con-
sidered as of some weight. It was impossible
for any oue who watched the cliaracter of the
age to feel anything but great thankfuluess for
s3¢h a workman fyr good as Dr. Macleod had
vroved himselfto be.  They lived in days when
bath speculaiive thought and practicatlife had
cme face to face with Christianity, and could
no longer enunciste ancient formula and keep

i

show that be would go down into the difficulties
of the Hindoo mind in its first meeting with
Cliistinnity, —how Christianity was to be pre-
seated to it and how it might be cxpected to
take it when presented. Dr. Macleod would not
only be induced by friends in this country, but
would beenadled by his own sympathy and de-
sires for truth to furnish the best account that
husd yet been given upon the present state of
the prospects of Christian missions in thut great
country. (Cheers.)

Professor Plumtre Mr. George Macdonald, Dr.
Mullins, Mr. lactde, and Mr. Sella Martin spoke
from 2 personal knowledge of Dr. Maucleod of his
special qualification for the mission upon which
be is about to enter.

The toast was heartily responded to.

Dr. Macueon, in acknowledging the comph-
men, remarked that this was the fiest time that
the Church of Scotland had sent any deputation
o the East, aad he believed that itwas the first
time thatany church as a ctareh bad taken such
astep.  He had beer delegated to visit especi-
aily the missionsof the Clisrch of Scotland in the
East, but he showd cxamine the missions of

. ather churches in order to understand these of

his own. Twenty vears ago he was seat on a

! stmilar mission io the chinrehes in North Amee-

.

thesethings at a distance. They could notevade !

<tie demands which bad passed their timehonous-
ed batriers, had erossed theic sacred precincts,

.
!

and were knocking at their church-doors with

e ory < Meet us, ot surcender.”  Should they

$a¥, in reply, ** We cannot help you but we are’

tno well off {0 sarrender to you?” Dr. Macleod

t

was got onc of these people but bad been one of
the firstty secthat thry could not iead theught

~xcept by stimulating thought. Thought was aot

.

ica. lu the present instance the request came
from India. and though therce had been difference
between himsclf and his bretlcen of the Presby-
lery, hie was happy to sy it was uananimously
responded to by the Church of Scotiand, He
felt deeply the responsibility which ke bad un-
dectaken, bat when he was asked to go though
there were many difficutties about saving “Yes”
the difficultics about saying “ No™* were farmore
powerful. Ta see assembled about him on the
eve of hisdeparture men of dificrent churches
in recagnition of the hmportance of the work
upan whichk bie was about to enter wasa source
of gratificalion, but knowing what was expect-
cd of him he was inclined to say wuh Welling-
ton, that it was not fighting the battlo Dt writ-
ing the letters about them that was the serious
thing. He went fo India not merely to taspect
the Scotch mission, but to Gind out, as far as pos-
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sible, the state of all Christian missions and of
education in India; and being furnished with 1
the best letters from the governmeut and {rom !
other quarters, he should pursue his inquiries |
amongst missionaries, civilinns, and military !
men, and hoped to get at the true state of af-
fairs. The whole Christiau church was fighting
the great battle against heathendom, and he |
went forth not as attached to this or that regi- |
ment, but in sympathy with the whole army.

India had been given to us by a seriesof events
perhaps the most rapid and wonderful in the

world, yet we had not shown that sympathy !

which we ought to have felt with her 200,000,
600 of people.
had ever received that he was permitted to take -
part in the movement of that grand army winch
would ane day occupy the whole earth.

The speech ot the Rev. doctor was received.

with enthusiastic cheers, Other toasts followerd
including * The Health of Dr. Watson,’ and
¢ The Chairman. ”

THE BISHOP OF DOWN AND CONNOR ON
THE IRISH CHURCH.

The Bishop of Down und Connor,in a chiarge
delivered at his annual visitation in Belfast on .
Monday, referred 10 the question of reforming
the Irish Church.  He said—+"1 forbear on the
present occasion to enter on the question of the !
position of the Irish Church as regards its tem- .
poralities. 1 openly and candidly steted at
my last visitation, and since then in my place |
in the House of Lords—notas your representa- !
tive, but as an indepeadent member of that
body—the necessity which I conceived there :
existed for a compreliensive reform of the Irish
Church, and, to gquote the language of the pre- |
sent Archbishop of Dublin, - for redressing
cases of extreme disproportion between the work
and its temporal reward. Dt in both cnses in
which I have expressed my views, [ deprecated !
any aiienation of the Chureh’s property to ahen
purposes unconnected with the interests of ats
members. I wonld not rob our Church of one
iota of her Jignity. norstrip her of her horour or
her status; but { desired, and do de«ire, to see
anomalies removed, abuses redressed, and super-
fluous offices curtailed to meet the requirements
of our present wanis. Such 15 a summary of
-the advice I have ever given, ari [ take it that
no thoughtful man who can read the times
will dissent from  these recommendations.
though he may diifer as to the details of carry-
ing them out. hut i fear the iime has passed
away when even such changes will be accepieid
as a settlementl. We would not sce the danger,
we would not read the sigas of the times, we
would not prepare for the pending storm, but,
Julled into fatal sccurity by misjudging wmen
whose untutored zeal and rash  enthusinem
warped their better judgment, we now view
aurselves under their pilotage, amdst the
breakers, with all our canvas set.  But § desiee
not to forecast the futnre in gloomy anticipa-
dons. By timely legislation. even in  the
cleventh hour, samncthing may be effected 1o

restore confidence 1o our friends and to defeay o

the objects of those who seck her destruction. . . . O
dollar: and in every case tn which the sub-

Baut, be the future of the Irish Church what 1t
may, 1 have no fear for her continuing and  ia-
creasing vitality ‘and power. Mindfoi of her

) - hours and her severest trials.”
He felt it the highest honour he

© stons.
. press in the House of Lords his personal opinion

© T3 conts instead of a duliar.
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mission, her abiding strength in Cbrist her

head, her former victories over sin and schism

both at home and abroad, she will achieve i

all Lier reveraes new trinwphs, by the self-deny-
ing labours of her devoted sons. Though
stripped of her temporal wealth, the Irish
Chureh, by the bistorical recollection of her
ancient lineage, by the purity of her doctrine.
by her Seriptural simplicity, will ever be, amidst
crror, heresy, or indifference, a shining witness
to the truth; and the sclf-same vojce whicl.
fortified apd upheld the infant church of old
will be her stay and confidence in her darkes:
His Lordst i

has replied to the address from the clergy of his
diocese.  His Lordship states that the address
emanates from a misconception on the part of
the clergy of his position as a spititual peer.
and iz, besides, grounded on crroneous iwpres-
He considers that he wasentitled toex-

on any matter brought before it, but especialiy
on questions affecting the Irish Church,
never proposed, he says, that the revenues o!
the Church should be confiscated, but merely
that they should be mare equit.bly divided
He was not forgetful of the faithful services o:
the clergy, for he had distinctly stated that he
spoke on behalf of the working clergy. Inmo-

e

. ving a vote of thanks to Lord Dufferin, ke haid

made a reservation by using the words—" mak-
ing ali altowance tor some diversity of opinioen.

His Lordship, after areference to the views ot
he Archbishop of Dublin and Lord Cairns, as

- being on certain points in unison with hisown.

concludes by cxpressing his opimon that th
publication of the address might have been
avoided by a personal communication,

To MiNISTERS, AGENTS. AND SURSCRI-

 RER=.—As there may be some doubt as to

the meaning of our reference in the last

. number to the terms on which the ¢ Preshy-

terian” wiil be furnished. we beg to offer
waord of explanation.  To agzents we grant
25 per cent on all remittances for sub-
seriptions in advance.  But if any person
in a congregation willing to act as agemt
docs not care to claim for himselt” this per
centage but undertakes the work of obtair-
ing and forwarding subscriptions  purely
from a desire to promote the interests of
this periodical, which, as we showed in the
last number. arc identical with the inter-
ests of the Church, itis understood that he
can give the subseribers whom he repre-
senis the advantages of our offer, so that
they will obtain the = Preshyvierian” for
Five or more
subseribers clubbing together. and sending
in their subscriptions at the same time in
advance throush one of them. may thus ob-
tain a great reduction.  For a smaller
number we shall charge the old priee of a

seription is not paid in advance it will be
dollar,
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Paesnytsr. oF MosTreaL.—The quarterly
meeting was held in St. Andrew’s Church, on
the vth of Novemboer, the Rev,
Moderator.

Joshua Fraser, |

Commissions in favour of Mr. J. Burus from |

St Andrew's Chureb, and from St. Paul'sin
iaoar of Mr. A. Ferguson, as representative

Elders of their respective Congregations dur- ¢
ing the Synodical year were read and sustain-

ed.
A committec consisting of Dr. Jenkins. and
Messrs Campbell and Sym, was appointed to

examine Mr. Chas. Dondiet as to the progress
e had made during the last session at the

Divinity Hall, in accordance with the laws of
tae Church.
ivctions taken up by the various congregations
within the bounds of the Presbyteries tor the
Synod Home Mission Fund.

In answer to a question from the Rev. Mr.
Rloss, Dundee, the Rev. Dr. Mathieson stated
that every ctiort would be made by the Tem-
porallties Bod to meet the payments to min-
icters aue this half year.

Reports were received of the col-

The commission of Mr. John Kerr from the :

Rirk Session of 3t, Mathew s, Montreal, as re-
presentative for the Synodical year, was read
and sustained.

The Rev.J. D.Ferguson, a s.ember of the
Presbytery of Ottawa, was requested to it and
Jeliberate with the Presbytery.

The Rev. Dr. Jenkins read the report of the
Presbytery Home Mission Committee, on whach |

4 long and animated discussion took place. It
was finaliy adupted asa whole.
The Presbytery appointed the Rev. Mr.

Campbell, to preach at St. Louis de Gonzague,
on the 10thy aud tu inform the congregation of
the steps to be taken by the Presbytery in re-

‘erence to the appouintment of an ordained |

Missionary to that charge.
Dz. Mathieson reported that the title deeds
of the Church at Beaubarnois, had been com-
pleted and duly executed, transferring it from
the Seignor of Beanharnois to the Preshytery.
Rev. Mr. Clarke produced aform of Schedule
; repared by him, and laid before the Committee
on Statistics, by whom 1t was now presented
1o the Presbytery for approval. 1t was, he said.
s the wrmost mportance.that the position of
congregantions should be known to the Presby-
v within whose  bounds
srouble would be sas~d, and better conclisions
would be reached by thie Charch Courts, as to
he efficieney of the charges nnder their care.
The commutice suggested that a number of
<opies be printed and distributad, two to cach
engregation, the one to be retrined by it, and
. the other forwarded to the Presbytery, so that
he statisti~s of all the congregations within the
bounds of the Preshytery, could be gathered in-
1o one sheet,—approved.

The Presbytery’s Home Mission Meetings,
and the deputations were next agrecd tpou.
The tollowing is the list :

Lachine, 2rd February. 7 pm : Laprairie.
4th, 2
7.30 p.m.: St. Andrews and St. Paul's, Mon-
ireal, in St. Aandrew's Church, 5th, 7.30 p.m.:
St. Gabricl, 6th, 7.30 p.m.. deputation, Messrs
Sym and Clarke. ’

Hemmipgford, 10th Februars. 7 pam.

lus-

pan.: St Matthew's, Moatreai. dqth. ’

9
2

seltown Flats 1 1th, 7 p.m. ; North Georgetown,
7 p.m.; Beechridge, 13th, 7 p.m ,—deputation,
Messrs Black, Campbeil and Paton.

Hugatingdon, 17th, Febraary, 7 p.m.; Dun-
dee, 18th, 7 p.m. . Elgin, 19th, 11a.m. ; Athels-
tane, 19th, 7 p.m., Oramstown, 20th, 7 p.m. ;—
deputation. Messrs Fraser, Mornis and Pater-
son,

Beauharnois, 24th Pebruary, 7 _pm.: St
Louis de Gonzague, 25th, 2 p.w = Chateauguay
Basin, 26th, 11 a.m.—deputativa, Dr. Jenkins
and Mr. Brymaer.

CONTRIRUTIONS TOo HOME MIi~3i0ON FUND.

_ Montreal, St Andrew's. per Rov. A, Paten, §1852.00
: St Pauls, rcr Rev Dr. Jeunins, 43000
St_Gabriel, per Wm Darliug Fsq., 12040
< SU Mathew's, per Rev J Fiaser 2200
Matilds, per Rev. John 5. Lochead, 4.00
Rev.oJames T, Paal, Retired mumister, 19.00
Rev Alexander Lewss —Retired muster, 12.0)
From a lady, 2 member of St Andrew's con-
gregation, Kingston, . L 200
Audrew Drummend, Esg, Ottaws, . . 10.00
J M Curster. Fag o ML P, Ottawa, . R S AT
snuth's Falls, per Rev Solowmon Myine, 2500
© Nelkon and Waterdown, per Bev  H dmison, 110
Rev. Duucan Moreison, Owen Sound . 25
Mrs Galbraith, Bowinanville, . . Hm
Goderich, per Rev David Camelon, BUALY
Peterboro, 850 additional, making i 2!l be-
sides the 850 deducted by the Rouard, and
which i~ ?ainl by the congregation, . 1000
Elgin per Rev. Wi Coclhirane, . . 175
Clarke, front Church Sabbath Schoal, . 60
Mulmar, per Rev, Alexander M Lennan, . 25.
Whitby, additional, per Rev K. M Leunan, 14
From the minister and congregations of Mc-
Nab and Horton, aided by a few friends in
the vitlage of Rentrew, o . . 73,60
Hemmingford, per Rev. James Patterson, 1v.0v

they are—much

Guelph, per David Allan Exq , relisviug the
Board of one yveams pavment to the minister (15000
Wawanosh, 86. Rev, Wilhlam Barr, =, . 12.00

Beauharnis, per Rev. ko P Sym, . .o Regil)
Rev J. George, D. D, Stratford, . . 20.00
< Clifton, per Rev George Bell, . 4500
Hichmond per Rev. Ehas Mijlan, 15.

Three-Rivers, additional. per Rov. R, G- M-

laren. . . ... N X ]
Figin, additional per ev Cachrane. - . HH
Waoolwich, per Rev J Thom, P 2500
tenlintown Massion. per W 3L Black, Fsq.. 2000

St Andrews Chureh, [3TH0
Al

Kangston. per W Ireland. tsq . Lot - r
. The zological Students of Queen's © 335 50

College. . . . . . Spenan
Pittshurgh tvacanty per Mr W1, Barnes, Blder, UX\ ]
Wilhamsiown, per 3Mr Jdames Dingwall, UELY
Fergus, per Rov. G, McDonnell, . 140.00
Matidda. additional por Mr Adamn Harknes 1000
Muddlenlle, per Rev D J MeLean, . 320
Dathousie. per Rey, D JF McLean 1S m
Geormna, per Rev, John Gordon N P
Horaby and Tratalgar, per Rev W stewart, 1823
Valeartier, per Rev David Shanks, . L
Katley, per Rev. Walliam White 1o
st Joha's Congregation, West Gavithmbury.

P lRey Wm MeKes, ’ 2
Dunder, per Res Donald [oss, 2048
Quebec. per Reev Dr Conk, . Lo3TMm
Galt, per Rev_Jd 18 "Muir BT
Ormstown, per Rev, W (. Clarhe N L
Juverness, per Rev, Mr. Forbes . . ny
Geargetown . 3.0
Leith, and Johactan, por Rev. A Hunter. §7.00
Chatham, Q peor Rev. 1), Roas, .M
Westnunister, per Rev . McEwen, B

FRENCH MISSION FUND
From Clarke Rack Church Sabbath School
per Revo o S0 Mualian, ST

ARCH FERGUSON. Treasurer.
Montreal. 21t Docembtier, 1847

WIDOWS AND ORPPHANS FUND.
Scarbare. per the Rev Jawnes Rain. .. 43000
ARCH FERGUSON, Troasurer,
Montrcal. 21st December. 196,

.
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THE CITY OF GOD.

O thee, O dear, dear country!
Mine eyes their vigils keep;
I'or very love beholding
Thy happy name, they weep;
'he mention of thy glory

Is unction to the breast,
And medicine in sickness,
And love, and life, and rest.
Brief life is here our portion,
Brief sorrow, short-lived care,
The life that knows no ending,
The tearless life is there.
Oh! happy retribution,
Short toil, eternal rest,
For mortals and for sinners,
A mansion with the blest.
That we should Jook. poor_wanderers,
To have our homes on high!
That worms should seck for_dwellings
Beyond the starry sky! .
And now we fight the batile,
And then we wear the crown,
Of full and cverlasting,
And passionless renown,
Come! O only mansion!
O paradise of joy!
Where tears are ever banished,
And joys have no alloy ;
Beside thy living waters
All plants are great and small,
The cedar of :h? forest,
The hyssop of the wall;
With jaspers wlow thy bulwarks,
Thy streets with emeralds blaze.
The surdines and the topaz
Unite in thee thar rays:
Thy ageless walls are bonded

With ametliyst unpriced.
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Thy saints build up its fabric,
And the corner-stone is Christ.
Thou hast no shore, fair ocean!
Thou hast no night, bright day!
Dear fountain of refreshment.
To pilgrims fur away!
Upon the Rock of Ages
They raise thy holy power;
Thine is the victor's laurel,
And thine the golden dower.
They stand those halls of Siou,
Conjubilant with song,
And bright with many an angel,
And many a martyr throng.
The Prince is ever 'in them,
The light is aye serene;
The pastures of the blessed
Are decked in glorious sheen.
There is the throne of David,
And therc from toil rclcaéed,
The shout of them that triumph,
The song of them that feast:
And they benecath their Leader,
Who conquered in the fight,
Tor cver and for ever
Arc clad in robes of white.
Jerusalem. the glorious,
The glory of the clect,
Oh! dear and future vision,
That eager hearts expect ;

Even now by faith I sce thee,
Even here thy walls discern;
For thee my thoughts are kindled,

And strive, and pant, and yvearn.
Jerusalem, thee only,

That look'st from heaven below,
In thee is all my glory,

In me is all my woe.

= S "
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Subbath Beadings.

PANTING AFTER GOD. -
BY THE REV. JOJIN JENKINS, D. D. ST. PAUL'S, MONTREAL.

‘¢ As the hart pantethafter the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.— s sulm x}ir. 1.

relizious eme ion, 1s this pro-
duction of th» prophet king
of Israel! Dvid, either per-

wandered thiough the wilder-

nances of religion, debarred from the pre-
sence of Jehovah as he had scen it in the
tabernacle, driven away from the o spiritual
streams which had often ~trengthened and
refreshed him in the City of God; and
now, harassed and persecuted, almost for-
saken, ke finds utterance in the language
before us for the emotions and desires of
his oppressed spirit : * As the hart panteth
after the water-brooks, <o panteth my soul
after thee, O God.” Hoew apt the figure,
especially if we suppose the psalm to have
been penned during the Sauline per-ccu-
tion. As i hunted devr, exhausted by
his cfforts to cscape derth, longs for the
repose and refreshment which he had =o
often enjoyrd at the water brooks in the
wilderness, beside whieh he had lain down,
and of which he had freely partaken. the
persecuted man of God, in a dry and thirs
ty land where no water was, longed for
those ordinances of the sanctuary, those
outflowings of the divine presence—the
streams ot that river which made ¢lad the
City of God. Tt was in the smme <pirit of
longing expectation, of irrepressible ardour,
that he said at another time, when in like
circumstances : - O God, thou art my God :
carly will T seck thee: my soul thirsteth
tor thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry
and thirsty land where no water is. to see
thy power and glory, o a~ T have seenthee
in the sanctuary.”

There are two things into which we may
profitably inquire in illustrating and apply-
ing the text: First, and briefly  What
Lind of desire was that which David exjper-
ienced ? and Sccondly:  What was its ob-
ject ?

. As to the class of desive experienced.
1t was spiritual and not phy<ieul. e thirst

« ness, separated from the ordi-

ULL of beauty and of | ed, but it was an inward thirst which he
nature. full, too, of deep | felt—it was not for streams of water, how-
i I ever pure or refreshing, or however much he

may have needed them—his soul thirsted.

1 There is a hunger, more bitter and distress
secuted by Saul, or drawn :
from hix throne by Absalom,

ing than that of even him who perisheth for
lack of food—therc is a thirst more intens:

than cven the thirst of him who, driven fron.
every resource of moisture, lies down in the.
desert to die—the hunger, the thirst, of the
soul—the cravings of the man within fin

any object upon which he has sct his heart

Tt may be a forbidden object, or 1t may be
an object worthy the affections of the purest

created being; be this as it may, no one

who has made the mind that exists within

him a subject of investigation can have

failed to discover, that there belong ty

that mind, spiritual appetites; intellectua!

desires; immaterial longings, not to sa-

tisfy which is destructive of all that con-

stitutes the life of the soul, happiness, peace,

Joy. and, through theclose connection which

exists between 1t and the vuter man, often

times, aiso, the life of the body.

It i« worthy of note, too, that on this o -
¢r=ion faith largely entered into the naturc
of David's desire. he panted for what he saw
not ; his heart was not at this time set upou
an carthly. 2 visible object ;—not upon ho-
nour, not upon riches, not upon vietory
over hi~ foes, not upon Isracl's glory
and  prosperity,—but upon an invisible
object—upon God. Iis desive for God
proves bim to have been a believer in his
existence, and to have had full confi-
denee. also, that he is a rewarder of them
who dilizently seek,or pant after him. Faith.
indeed. wias the fesis of the cnotion ta
which he Jiere zives utteranee: it was the
view of those divine exeddiencies and glories
which e obtained by his faith that led him
to desire their possession ; his faith recow-
vized in Divinity a power, a wiil, a suffici-
eney. to bless and guide and uphold and save
him ; his fuith saw in God aninexhaustible
treasury of goad, an overflowing fountamn
of blissfulness; and when he thus contem-
plated this fulness of God,—these streams
of love issuing from the Heavenly fountain—
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he could no longer restrain the emotions of
his soul, but must ery out as though his
very existence depended upon the satiation
of his desire. “ A3 the hart panteth after
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after
thee, O God.” One of our Christian poets
seems to have caught the spirit of these Di-
vine longings when he cries: ¢ Thou only
canst my spirit fill 1”

II. We are thus naturally and almost in-
sensibly drawn to the contemplation of the
object of the Psalmist’s so earnest desire.
This is the second aud chief consideration
which we propose to lay before you, “so
panteth my soul after thee, O God.”

To say the least, this state of mind was
most unnatural. I wmean that it was a state
not shared by men generally, that it is not
natural to every man, yea, that it is not na-
tural to any man to desire God. * There
is none that understandeth, there (s none
that sedecth wfter God.”  Ifthe appetite
for God ever existed in the human mind, it
does not now cxist. Did it ever thus exist ?
Yes! there was o pertod in his history when it
was natural for the heartof .nan to pant aft-
er God—to go out in holy desire and afice-
tion for his ereator in the glory and purity
and luve of his perfections—but this divine
appetite does not  now exist in the soul!
man’s spirituad palate has lost its appreeia-
tion of God—its relish for divine things; so
that such astate of mind as that which David
experienced when he peuned this text, ar-
gues the creation of a new mental appetite
or the renewal of that old appetite whose
relish and appreciation has been destroyed
by ~xin. Tt is s0, brethren! no man desires
(iod unless there has been effected in his
coul a clunge, aconversion, a turning from
those delizhts of the world and sin which
are objects of universal desire.  Iad David
been left in a state of nature he would never
have desired communion with Divinity, God
would not have been in any of his thonghts
exeept as an object of enmity and hatred,
of rebellion and fear.

Have T then any desiie for God ? any
longing for his presence ? any love for his
nature ? let me rejoice in the possession of
~weh emotions because they are indications
that God is working in me, by his grace
and by his Spirit,

Then. azain, David could never have de-
sired tiod unless he hiad previously hecome
acqquanted with the remedial system which
has been established for the recovery of man
to the divine favour.  Like all other men,
David was shapen in iniquity, and had
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sinned against heaven with a high hand,
how then could he desire the presence of
2 holy God? of an inflesibly righteous
King and Judge, a presence, in a word,which
would have consumed him? It was because
he knew that with the most [Tigh God there
is mercy and that with him is plenteous re-
demption, that he dared to hope for accept-
ance, and to desire intercourse with so holy
a Being. He knew the doetrine of atonement
by sacrifice, and his faith penetrated the
cloud of smoke that arose from the burning
legal incense, and saw beyond it the anti-
type, the promised atonement, the foretold
Deliverer of Isracl and of the world. So.
brethren, is it now.  No man desires God
unless he has become acquainted with the
Gospel.  Speak to a siuner of abstracs
Divinity—-of the perfect attributes of the
Divine nature—he will be driven from God
and will tremble to approach his throne:
unfold to him the Gospel—display the re-
velations of the Divine character which it
discloses, open to the imperfect vision of
his trembling spirit the doctrine of God with
wan, of God in Christ, he at once begins to
hope that there is merey in the Divine na-
ture, that his sinfulness does not neces-
sarily destroy him; encourage him in the
contemplation, and he will by-and-by dis-
cover such a fulness of love in God, such a
plenitude of grace, such awill to save, as
shall lead him, not merely tremblingly to
hepe thatall is notlost,but earnestly to desire
wtercourse and fellowship cven with a
pure and just God. It is the Gospel view
of the Divine character which leads sinners,
a~ was David and as are we, to desire and
pant after God, ** So panteth my soul after
thee, O God.”

There is 2 sense in which this language
might be proper in the mouth of a penitent
though as yet a consciously unaccepted siu-
ner, he thirsts for the Divine favour, for the
pardon of his iniquities; for the renewal of
his spirit, for peace of conscienee, for joy in
Grod, for the Gospel hope; but such o de-
sire 15, as we have just intimated, compati-
ble only with a change of spirit and temper
and purpose—with sorrow for sinand hu-
miliation before tiod.  With a recognition
of Christ’s atoncment and a desire to be the
Lord’s.  We think, however, that the lan-
guage of the text is the languase of & man
of God craving after higher blessings than
he has already received. e has tasted that
the Lord is gracious, but the mere taste
docs not satisfy him. he pants for larger
measures of grace and he cries to God in
i spirit if not in words.
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- Thee let me drink, apa ikirst ne more
-¢For drops of finile happiuess.

- Spring up. O well, in heavenly power,
-t |n streams of purc perennial peace,

-- Thou. Lord of life, the fountain art.

He has obtained glimpses of the Divine
sharacter but they do not satisfy him. and
he exchims with Moses, O Lord. show me
thy glory.

- A glimpse of love cannot 5u_ﬁ':cc.

Mz soui for all thy presence cries.

This is in some sort the experience of the
irue and faithful Christian ; he canuot live
without his God, he cannotlive without ob-
1aining more and more of spiritual blessing.
Yes, brethren; fervency of spirit isa char-
acteristic of that professor who is not turn-
ing back to the beggarly clement of the
world. This fervour leads him to pant, 1st.
after clase communion with God. Now, alas,
it is fecble, and too often interrupted. Eut
he would have God as his friend; he would
sce him face to face without an intervening
veil; he would have fellowship with the Deity,
—oncness of view,oneness of desire, onencess
of affection- he would talk with God and
would have the Divine Being to dweli in
him and to walk in him, and to converse
with him by whispers of his grace and love.

b
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nevertheless visited its yet pure and refresh-
ing waters and were satisfied : but the Son

. of tiod came and brought with bim a plen-
- teous ruin of saving wrace, and the divine

river swelling out to more than its wonted
bulk, flowed on with increased rapidity and
blessing. and as it lowed, thousauds and my-
riads in the days of the apostles, and my-
riads and millions more in the days which
followed them, thirsted and panted. drank
and lived—agrain, drought visited the world,

aud the river which was <o larze as to satis-

fy the thirst of an cmpire, became once more
a feeble stream wending 1ts way along the
retired and little froquented valleys of the
Waldenses.—until  Luther explored and
found it and drank of its life-giving streams ;
and while he cried to others ** Come ye to
the waters,” down fell the blesced ospel rain
and filied the river's bed, and as it pursued
its course it flowed through Germany, and
into E 1xlaud and Scotland, and then to this
contin- ut where. like another Amazon, it
began 1o pour out its vast resources; and now
these sireams of grace arc so abundant and

. aboundingthat there is not asoul that thirsts

. one of you; he is near at hand.

Is the Christian. then. when he thus de- ¢

sircs, panting after streams of blessedness
which have never been or which can never
befound ? No:  Abel found these streams as
they bubbled at 2 source far back in the
wilderness of time, and they fowed down
with increased and yet increasing bulk. from
Abel to Enoch, whosc panting soul partook
of them and was satisfied . and still they
pursued their course through the valleys of
iime and Noah and Abrabam and Istacl
were refreshed and satisfied .~ -these living
streains followed the children of the Pa
sriarch throughout their wanderings in the
wilderness, and as Mases and Jashua and
(Caleh thirsied and panted. and sought for

them. they too found this river of thewater

of life. drank and were filiedd—and onward
and anward stiii it flowed. invigorating the
souls and quenching the spiritnal thing of
thousands asit passed alonz. until the pant-
ings of David are heard as he eries * My
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for

thee, &¢.”  Roliing along the desert world

it reached Issizh. who stood on its benks -
gazing upon its ample fiow. and then orying

* Ho! every onc that thirsteth, &e.” Arnd
now. reduced by droaght almast to the di-

mensions of a stream, it passed through the |

world heeded but by twos and threes who

for righteousness and pants for God that
may not be, that is not. fllcd.

Do not imagine that God is far from any
** Blessed
are they that hunger and thirst after right-
eousness, for they shall be filled.”  There
15 in God, i his Love. in the Gaspel, in the
rich treasury of the Holy Ghost. ample scope
for the mest ardent and comprchensive
Christian desire ; cultivat . then. the appetite
for divine fellowship. for communion with
God. Cultivate it from day to day in your
clasets, and the greater the blessings which
sou receive, the greater will be yvour desares
for more. the claser the union with Christ
and thefellowship with Geod that you enjoy.
the more carnest will be your pantings for
fuller and more intimate communion.

§terst. 1faiarn 1 die to prave
The greatzess of pedeeming nte.
Tie love of Cheist 1o e,

How blessed an experience was  that of
Dasil. “How preciniis also are thy thouzhts
unto me. O God ; howgrent is the sum of
them. 1If I could count them they arr
morc in number than the and.  When |
awake 1 am still with thee.”

Zadly.  Dbserve, again, that the faithful
Christian longs for a deeper impress upon
his heart of the divine image. In this
seage he = pants after God.”  The human
cmbodiment of this image he discovers in
the spirit and actions, the whole lifc of Jesus
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Christ, God manifested in the flesh. .Fpr l}is
righteousness he thirsts ;—his. spirit, its
meckness. its centleness,its love, its patience
its charity, ‘ts kindness, itslony suffering, he
zrdentiy desires ; the burden of his addr?af to
to hisheavenly Fatheris, I shallbe satistied

when, and only when, L awake in thy likeness. |
There is 2 wrowth, in the divine lmage
upon the Christian’s soul, and let no man be |
discouraged from secking and cultivating .
this growth. 1t i< for this that the Son of |
God zaie! it is to this that every child of !
God is predestined.  # For whom he did!
fore-know he alse did predestinate to be

conformed to the imagr of his Son.”  Bat!
is there no danger [ spiritual pride?!
Should nat the fear of undue clevation dis- |
courage us from secking afier these higher
graces of relizion ? Nothing can be further ;
fromn the truth than the theory which un-
derlics this question ; humility is the print

of a deep wd arowing piety, not of a shal- |
low and chanzgeful relizion: in propertion .
to the extent of personal haliness is the '
depth of persenal humility. It is your
cold. dead. half-hearted  Christians that arc |
stuck up with spiritual pride. The ncarer
you get to Gad the more will you feel your !
nathingness, your unworthiness: then pant
after Him, thirst for his presence, thirst for
his imaze: say to Him = My soul thirswieth,
for thee, my flesh longeih for thee.” Say to
Him. I lonz to be hely as thou art hely, te
be merciful as theu art mereiful. to be per-
feet as wy Father in heaven is perfect.

.
i
‘
.

* Thou. only. canst my spink sul, !
Come, 0 my God, my God.”

3rdly. The faithfui Christian pants after |
God in the sanctuary. We have already !
pictured David’s position in the wilderness, |
and his lonz and far swcparation from the |
tabernacle.  The circumstances of God's!
feople now. thouzh somewhat dissimilar, |
are occastonally such as to excite cmotions |
onrrespondent with thase te which the !
Psalinict wives uttersnee in the 63rd Pabm. |
My soul thirsteth for thev in 2 dry and
thirsty land where no water is, tas see thy ‘
pe¥es and thy «lory so as I have seen thee i
in the anctuary.” Sametimes personal af- |
fliction --familv sieknes< or along woraze. !
interfe. s with their enjovment of sanctuary |
privitezes. What weuid they aat give ta re- |
SSmMe Lu 7 peition in the house of God, to
join dis bhred praises, to unite in its <af- |
nest supplications for spiritual goed, o sit
under ats instractons ;o behaid the dlorv |
of Him who dwelleth between the cherub.
1< ; often have we soen and heard dry and
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thirsty souls long after the sanctuary, mourn-
ing that they made so imperfect a use of
its ordinances whiie they were within their
reach. and vow solemmnly that if permitted
to return to them they would employ them
to their own edification and to the Glory of
God." I would. howerer, say a word to those
who are often kept. lawfully kept, from the
house of the Lord.  Remember that David
lived under that dispensation whose reii-
givus worship was principally carried on in
4 central position.  The Jews did not ex-
tend. neither did  they seel 10 extend, the
influence of their svetem of religion beyond
their own nation. They worshipped at Jeru-
salem and there cspectally. vea, and alnost
only. did they look for those wanifestation
of the divine presenee which accorded with
the wenius of the Masiic economy.  Jow
live under ancther cconomy. an  cconamy
whose senius and spirit vary from those
of the former dispensation—and cconom;
whose characteristic is diffusion rather than
concentration, a dispensation which has e
visibic centre.a dispensation in which where-
soever twa or three are gathered torether in
Christ’s name. there is he in the midst of
them—swhere all may come with bold-
ness, and obtain, Sc.——where all may with
unvetied facebehold asin 2 wlass, &e. When.
then, you are debarred from the enjoyments
of the hoausc of (3od, forget not that vouhave
access to htm at all tmes. and may behnid
his power and wlory in your scerct cxer-

¢ cises—forget not that in hi- respel vou have

the richest display of his attributes, and
whasa looketh into the perfect law, Lc Tt i
aprivilege, high. holy, unspeakable. 10 come
up to_the sanctuary. and still may we sy
with David “How amiable, &e..” but bless.
ed be God. he has recorded his name upon
the sick-room of the Christian and upon the
cabin of the ship in which he vayages. and
upon the mountain top. or the quiet weie,
ot the miver’s hank. or the occan shore, ang
upon the seeret. <acred chataber of the wan
of God, and there will he show us his glory.
there will he bless. Wherever the soui is
that panis after Ged. there Ged is in the fal-
ness of his love,

The faithful Chndian thirds for God
when he comes up o the house of praver
this is his dedre to «or the divine pawer
and glary ac he has himeef seen in other
day<, oras he has Iicand of their manifesia-
f1ans in other dags.  When the manof God
visit< the haly canctuary. he keeps his foet
as he walketh hither, hic woul zocs ont in

| holy contemplation and desire after the king
. of kings and e ofientimes cries within
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himself. O that I mizkt come even to his
seat,” ¢ O that this day I might behold the
wondrous sight of Jehuvah coming duwn in
Li: power and visiting his people with sal

vation. His svul thirsts for spiritual goud.
What to him arc the charms of cluquence?
whai to him are architecture and styl and
order ? his heart pants for Gud. and as he
sings his psalms of praisc he sends his
thouglits towards the kigh and Luly place
above, and as he buws his heart in prayer
he expects the shining forth of the Divine
glory, he luvks fur the prumised communica-
tivns of strength and guidanee and suppert.
sea, while he wait. upun the Lord he hopes
for strength to mount upwards as un cagles’
wings, and as he sits under the read or
spoken word of gospel grace he prays for the
promised spirit. for the unction of the holy
Onge, that the word may be with power. My
soul thirsteth for God. for the living God,
to see thy power and thy glory so as. &e—
to sec sioners bowing under the word, to
~cc sorrowing scekers of God's favour
cncouraged and comforted, tosec uppressed
and afflicted and despondingz Christian souls
raised up and strengthened and empuowered
t0 say in faith and patience, ** Father, not
my will but thine be done I

Brethren, this |

is the spirit of the Christianas he sits inthe |

hcuse of prayer, kis sval thirsteth fur Gol.
And he docs not thirstin vain!  There is
a niver the streams whereef make zlad Gie
sanctuary, and that river ecmanates from God.
from his heavenly home, that river is the
divine fulness which fl ,ws down in the midst
of us from the presence of his glory, that our

Anan Mater Socizry, Quamn's Usiversity.
Rizveston.—A L the meetag of the Alma Mater
Sociels, of Qacen’'s Unoversity. the following
officers were clecied, viz . —Pres.deni. Dr. Mac
Lean. Viee Presidents, Dr. Jardine, Dr.
Ammstrong. Messts Johr R Iickson. jyr. W, |
Thitedo, K. Campbell and Neshit. Seeretady,
Mr. W. H Failer. Treasurer, Mr. Alesander.

From the abote paragzsaphin the Kingstoun
Daly Mesmx, Do Nciean's friends =il be miad
20 heas of ibe nex henoad conkirned apon bam.
aaf of hes having aga.a catened wpon aclze
daty.  The emnedt Toung Swigeon, who is
onc of ikt professors in the Rozal College of
Physicans and Sargeens. hoaagsion. bas been
izid un for some months past with 2 severe af-
secion of the laags. Latl s now convalestual
aad aticnding o his professonal datics.

T Rz, MR, Jomsox.—Amongst the names
of those who recenlly pagsed therr esamuina-
wons at Uspoed Hall, =¢ are graufed to see
that of the Rev. Mo, Johnson the ate highis
¢ ‘cemed Minister of St Andrew's Church at
landsay. The cxaminalion for Altornes was
an uacommonly severe ode i which abount
forty per cent.of the candidaies were “placked.
Tet 1n thas the Ret. gentleman passed so cred-
itably ina the writlen examination that be was
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thirsting spirits may be filled and the Church
made glad in her salvation.

Finally, all this is merc foretaste.  There
is an upper sanctuary the brightness and
glory and blessing of which are but dimly
shaduwed furth on earth, there isan upper
temple where we shall sechim as he is, where
saints and angels, where seraphs and mar-
tyrs anl apestles join in praise and iu
worship untainicd by imperfection, where
communivn with Daty is uninterrupted by
Sin. where the displays of the divine pre-
scuce are unsubdued by haman cloud, where
ail i Lright, and blessed, and happy, and im-
mort . For this the Christian paints. his
soul 1ises upwards in hely ardent expecta-
twon. )

- To that his Iabouring soul aspires
With ardent pangs of strong desire.”

AT rwhat are yo« panting, my hearers?
fori.. world? fercasc? for riches? for
hon. »?  For what do your souls thirst?
for « .rthly cminence ? for clevated social
positen ? for creature joud ?—or are you
thirsting and panting for Gud, for his sal-
vation, for s pardoning merey, fur sanc-
tifying grace. for the privileges ofhis favour,
fur the joys of his fcllowship, for everlasting
lifc in the world to coine ? these. these alone,
arc worthy the cravings of an immortal
mind! God ia the glory of his perfections,
Gud in the condeseension of Lis gracze, God
in the plenitude of lis bicsings, God in
the glory of his cternal ke, the dwelling
place of the saints. Bliessad the, that thus
thirst, for they shall be fiiled.

informed by e toeasarer of the Law Sociels
thai the Renchiers wtwald a Lus case. dispense
with the wsual oral examination whick is re-
garded as a2 qistinguished hunor to the reaip-
weat. The examiaztion for the degree of Bar-
rister was aiso a rrang ordea; threagh whidh
Mr. Johason passed s.ccessfung disiingoisie
Dg himself mamni} o has jageer on the Law of
Real Property. 1 must e a soutce of gratifi-
cation 0 Lt fricnas and well-3.strers, of whom
he bas mans oo all paris of the Provinee. that
when 1aid as.de faim the latorious doties of the
ctwich, 1t has had sufficient persevesance and
talent theugh laboriag wades te drachack of

. e beaith and jan.tcd mreans, to masier the de-

i2is of anethier and. o atseil mst dufRcalt pro-
fession, 40, Johnson s heard i stil stroagls
disposed 1o wrh for the Charch and in hisnes
fphere will no doubt b of cminent sefice to
it Allogether it is pleasing 1o see that twelve
years of laborious MNigsionary 1ife have not
abated the ardor of Lis mind nor deleriomated
that metal which B evinerd so remaskabiy in
Queen's Univessity at Kiagston in 47 aad fol-
lowing yeats.... Nay be be spated to Texp
wkeie be has so devolediy sownandnot be dis-
ap;‘;;_ial:d iz the patroaage of an appreciating
=blic.



