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perish;

| us with his sore displeasure,

THE 0HIO0 FLOODS.

Many have been reading and talking of
the most terrible disaster that has ever
visited the Ohio Valloy. The waters
lifted up thoir voice snd proclaimed that

| the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. In

this great disaster which came upon our
neighbars i3 thers no leason for us as well
as them. What mean his wondrous deal-
ings, who can withold or pour out the
water at his pleasuve’ God has been
working the clements of this earth éma
grand scale sings the begining of the year
1884, and to his voice we ought to give
due heed. To S8abbath desecrators ‘especi-
ally he speaks impressively in the Ohio
floods. A late writer seeks to improve
this visitation as follows:—

““For more than 60years this greatriver
has been made the instrument of Sabbath
desecration. Wlen a child our' church
service would be disturbed.by the boom-
ing cannon announding:the arrival of a
steam-boat. Aftot.a while "the steam
whistle took the place of :annon and the
hills and velloy for a thousand miles aye
made to echoand reecha with the noise,
No Sabbath,no God,hoBible, no Saviour,
but gold, gold, gold. Give me gold or I
od’s law from Sinai, his glori-
ous promise by the mouth of his prophet
Izaiah 58: 13, 14, are counted as the mere
utterance of a novel veriter both on river
and land. Without a sacred Sabb:rth
there can be no pure and undefiled relig-
ion, and the chyrch eanmake no real pro-

58 without upholding this great gift of
S:d to man which. of itself is one of
ihe sirongest proofs that the Bible is
from the Creater of all things and tiuly
divine. Would thatall the peeple might
bring’to. the Lord the tithes of 2 well
kept Jabbath, and -prove if God would
not take away the awful acourges that
the eléments are bringing upon 50 many.”

Lot Szbblth desecrators in these Mari-
time Preyinces ponder over thése words
and hearken to God’s voico lest léo visit

oM.

THE BIBLE.

The Bible embodies all that a Christian
can need. Itis his only chart through
this tempestusus life ; in trouble it is his
consolation ; in prosperity, hismonitor;
in difficulty, his gnide; amid the dark-

-ness of death; and while descending into

the shadowy valley® it is the day-star
that illumines his path, makes his oye
bright with hope, and cheera his.soul with
the prospect of immortal glory.-—Rev. Dr
Waterbury, o :
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FOREIGN MISSIONS.
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Expended to 11201 48
Bal. Due Treas. 3090 87

DAYSPRING, ETC.

Received to Aprxl 1st, ’84

$3526 33
* Exponded to including

Bal. on May 15t $932 2 '3020 57
Bal, due Trcas:Mu-. 18t 8¢, $14%4 10
HOIE MISSIONS. . . .
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suppmxmm &
Received to A ril lsh 84 84507 51
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Expended Ty
{ includmg Bal on May 1 of 33’110 o?.,)m 72
Bel. dus Treas, $4657 4657 3
: Aa8N MINISTERS FuND '
Received to A,ml Li%: $1708 69
Bxpendod - 212 "6
. Bal duq Treus 8112 a’l
m:c)-:xm ma mu Mo\’rn or Fab.& ‘
Foreign Missions '~ , . $1077 3871
Dayspring.and Mission Sehoo)ﬁ +i 7 566-804
Home Missions , .35 .00,
8uj plements ’ ¢ (12 19"
Cohege 855'8r:}:
Aged Minis $0 75
French Erangehzaﬁon 144 55°
.43

P.'G. NoGnscon.’*‘Tv:ezéJf‘cr."

Build a little foxce of trust amund tg day,

Fill the space thh lovmg ds _snd’]
* therein stay;
Look not boyond thoshe]tenngbars npon
. to-m

God will help thee bear what comes oi
Joy or sorrow. .

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN 1S ab
length out of debt. On. the first year
there was considerable loss, butsince thot
time the receipts have been slightly, but
steadily in excess of the expenditure, un-
til all former deficits have been made up.
It has paid for itself up to the close of
1883, and has a small balance to its cred-
it of which $50.00 (fifty dollars) was sent
last week to the Foreign Mission Fund.

It is hoped that it has not been with-
out influence for good. From one to three
or four missionary letters which would
ot otherwise have appeared in print,
have been pubha’hed innearly every issuc,
A monthly statement of the condition of
the Fund's has been kept before the
Church. Our Home work hus been at
tended to with as much of care as cir-
cumstandes would admit. And the aim
has been to give selections suitable and
proﬁtable for young and old.

Now that it has peid for itselfand i isin
;@ findncial way helping in the good work,
proving itself 1o bs no longer an experi
,mont, we feel that we ean ask again the
co-operation of its readers to aid in giv-

[ ing it a-wider civculation, - N

—————
~

-

. The supplcmentmg Scheme is meetmg
with great sheédsd i the western section
of ‘the Chnréh The Montreal Witness
%ys.—ﬁ [ v

| The Presbytenan Fome Mission Com- .

L miftea has concluded-its labors in Toton
‘to: - The 4mount of mohe} olready paid.
in is large enoggh to warrant the, expee-
“tation that thére, will be no pastor’s sal-
ary-1eft this ear below exgﬁt hundred
dollars, the minimum fixed by the Gener-

al Assembly, or $750.00 and a manse, °
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As will be scen by the statement on
tho preceding page, the receipts above ex-
peaditure on the Foreign Mission Fund,
were on the first of April, $3090.37, and
on the Dayspring and Mission Schools
Fund, $1494.19, in both, $4504.56. In
one month from that time, or a fortnight
from the time this reaches our readers,
the accounta for the year are closed.

The receipts for ‘the month of March
were $1443.36 and if April does not bring
inany more there will be a deficit of
$3000. True a part of this adverse bal-
ance was carried over from last yeay, but
the greater part bolongs to this years ac-
counts.

There is yet time for friends of mission
work who have mites or talents to spare
for that purpose to hand their contribu-
tions to their minister, or send them to
the agent of the Church, before the close
of the accounts in the first of May.

Rev. John McMillan of Truro, has ac-
capted the call to Chalmer’s Church, Hali-
fax,

Rev. Andrew Burrows, of Truro, has
accepted the call of the Presbyterian
Church, South Boston.

Rev. E. Bayae of Mur.ay Harbour, P.
E Island, has accepted the call of the
congregation of Middle Musquodoboit, of
which'the venerable Dr. Sedgewick has
been 8o long the pastor.

The congregationalists of the United
States appointed in 1880 a committee of
twenty-five, to draw up & creed embrac-
ing the current belief of congregationa-
lsts. It has now been published. It
eonsists of twelve articles and is notable,
chiefly for twha it does not teach. Joseph
Cook in the prelude toone of his Monday
Lectures in 1'remont Temple, Boston, has
spoken plainly and forcibly regarding it,
werning the church against its dangers.
As tending to undermine tho great and
fundamental truthsof evangelical christi-
anity. Ttis s madter for thankfulness
that it docs hot represent the current be-
Lief of the great body of the congre’
sationnlists of the Umted States and that
samo of the members of the committes
rofused to sign it.

ASSEMBLY EXPENSE.

The General Assembly of thé Presby-
terian Church in Camad: will meet in
Toronto on the first Wednesday of June,
and 'ts approach suggestsa subject which
will be more deeply impressed upon the
Eastern Section of the church with every
passing year, viz., The burden of expen-
diture in conneotion with meeting of As-
sembly.

According to the minutes of the last,
General Assembly the Presbyteries in the
Synod of the Maritime Provinces will’
appoint at least forty ministers and forty
elders as representatives to the next As-
sembly.

A fatr estimate of the travelling expen-
2es is fifly dollars each, making in all
§4000 (four thousand dollars.)

In some Presbyteries a collection is
taken to defray the expenses. In others,
each delegate pays his way out of his
own pocket, while in a few inatances
a congregation pay the expenses of its
pastor. In the firat case an additional
collection iz made to the many already
taken for the schemes, and to some extent
interferes with, and injures them. In
the second only & portion ofthe miunisters
who may be receiving the larger salaries,
and a very few of the elders thronghout
the church are able to attend. The truth *
of this latter statement may beseen by
compzring ine lists of elders chosen to at-
tend Assembly everyyear. The necessary
tendency is to give a monopoly of the
privilege to a few, and/those who most
need the stimnlus and benefit of the
meetihg are denied it by their circum-
stances.

A furtber rtsult is that but a small
proportion of the delegates attend. Last
year, 1883, eighty-four wero appointed
by the Presbyteriesin the Maritime Syn-
od, and only about one half, forty-four
were present, and while we have nomin.
ally a xepresentetion in Assembly of one.
JSourth of our ministers, and an equal num-
ber of elders, we have really owing to the
cost of attending, but one-eighth.
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. True the Assembly meets occasionally
n tho Maritime Provinces but that mends
matters but little. The burden of expen-
diture still lies upon us, for if one As-
sombly in five meets in the East, every
Eastein man must go West four times for
overy time a Western comes East, and
every Xastern man pays four dollars of
travelling oxpenses for each dollar paid
by & Western maa.

Further, meeting in the Maritime Prov-
inces will not likely be continued, for if
50, then we will have to meetin a fw
years, a3 the North West fills up,in Man-
itoba, and however well that might suit
a few for a pleasure trip, but a small pro-
portion of the Assembly conld attend.

After a few years, the prohability is
that some central place of meeting will
bo chosen in the centre of the Presbyteri-
anism of the Waest, sueh as Toronto,which
will also be & common centre for the
Maritime Provinces and the far West,
though even then the Manitobans, Assin
oboians, &c., will be by far the more re-
mote.

There is no deubt that in fairness the
burden of attendance should rest equally
wpon all. Other men should nect be eased
and ye burdened. {As we have shown,
equality is not attained by having one
Assembly in five or six, even if that were
to continue in the Maritime Provinces.

The only fair and just solution of the
matter is to have a,

MILEAGE FUND,

o that those who live near the mecting
of -Assembly and have but & small expen-
diture shall help bear the barden of those
from o greater distance.

Thdre isneither fairhess nor justice in &
xan from the East paying five trips to

the West for every trip that a Western

man pays in coming East.
The $4000 which it would cost to send

eur veprosentatives to Assembly from"

year to year is more than was raised last
year in the Maritime Synod for the Sup-
plementing Fand, which is one of the

most important funds of our Church.
The burden, whether it fall on the dele-
gates themselver or is raised by the con-
gregations, is too large a sum to be taxed
from year to year for that purpose. It
would float comfortably all our schemes,
two of which, the College Fund and For-
eign Mission Fund so constantly shew a
balance on the wrongside. If a mileage
fund were established by which the ex-
pense of attending the Assembly would
bespread equally over the whole church,
the burden would be lessened. It would
be fairly and justly borne snd there would
be o bstter attendance at the Assembly.

The Maritime Provinces de not es a-
rule contribute their full proportion of
the Assembly Expense Fund, which pays
clerks, printing minutes, &c., nor can
they be expected to do so, so long as the
present unfair system of bearing the
travelling oxpenses is maintained.

Evon were the mileage systen adopted,
there would still be a burden, the toil in
travel which would fall upon the more
distant sections of the Church,but thisis
an unayoidable aceident of place. The
Assembly cannot meet in every town and
village. There is greater oconomy of men
and means in baving some central place
of meeting, conveniently situated to the
greatest number, than in gathering the
whole bady of the Church to either ex-
treme.

In another way are meetings of As-
sembly & burden. They are a tax upon
the time and strength. *To attend a.
mesting in Toronto spoils a month of
time. I that month were restinl, and
one could come back to wark as from &.
vacation there would be a gain. Bat on
the contrary if the mestings are punctual--
Iy sttended, and an intelligent attention
given to the proeeedmgs, the fortnight,
from early morning until late at aight in
a crowded building with intense applica-
#ion to the work on hand -is one of the-
hardest fortnights work in the year, snd
when to that is added the travel, onc
comes home jaded rather that othervrise.

One remedy for this difficulty is small-

t
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er representation.

Another, and a better, is to give great-
er Synodical powers, and have the Gener-
al Assemably meet once in-three years.

Tho burden of an Annusl Assembly
with such a large representation is widely
felt in the Presbyterian Church of the
United States, and for years the subject
has been there discussed. If we mistake
nat, tho Episcopal Church in the United
States holds a meoting of the highest
court but once in three years.

The Methodist body in our own Momin-
jou has set us a similar example of econ-
omy in work, and there seems to be no
sufficient roason why the Presbyterian
Church in Canada should not confine its
meeting in General Assembly to once in
three years in some central city of the

Dominion, ,

R )
e

A NEW THEOLOGY—SHORTER
CREEDS, &C.

The subjact of the firat lecture of the
cighth sories of the Boston Monday Lec-
tureship, in Tremont Temple, Boston, by
Bev. Joseph Cook was *“Do we need a

Now Theology 7" We mhke the follow’ | U

ing oxtraots, consisting of two queations
and sheir answera ;—

For what purposes have illegitimate de-
mands for a new theology been made?

1. To mske religion easy and fashion-
able, and lessen the breadth of the dis.
tinction between the church and the
world,

2. To aatisfy tho demands of State
Churches, nomnthally including the whole
" population to which they minister, whe.
ther Christian or non-Christian,

3. To effsct & multitudinous union of
believers and unbelievéra. '

4. To advarce merely denominational
and sectarian ideas. . . . :

6. To gmtify the idiosyncracies of one-
sided and narrow minds, whethex devont
or undevout. )

6. To satisfy the literary, or scientific,
ar '}wg‘ﬁcal. :‘rf;oci&l spirit of thl;s hodr; a

..To eatisfy .semdi-Duiversaljsts, - an
Universalists, .
B. Te satiafy Annihilationists.

.

' room. ‘There is no conversation,

9. To satisfy Unitarizns,

10. To satisfy mere Theists.

11. To harmonize theology with raw
speculations in biblical criticism,

12. To avoid asserting the supernatural
in auy but a neo Platonic and mystic
sense.

14. To gratify the love of change.

God deliver us from beiug so caught by
the spirit of restlessness as to allow the
fangs of theso fancies to seizé and poison
our souls,

What tests must any new Theology meet
in order to deserve acceptance ?

1. It must effect deliverance of indivi-
duals dnd of communities from the love
of sin and the guilt of sin,

2. It must have biblical authority and
the biblical tene.

3. It must be in harmony with all self-
evident truth,

4. It must awaken evangelistic zeal.

5. It must be an attitude of wmental
hospitality to all severe truths as well as
to all tender truths, to scisnce'as wall ag
to rovelation, to the Holy Spirit in the
oonscienco as well as to the intellectual
laws of the logical faculties, and. to the
besutifu} as well as to the good.

Can we find in oar time & theology
meeting theso tes® ? If we cannot find
ons, can woe invent one? Let no passing
fashion mislesd you. Let‘God bs your
guide in the building of the vessel in
which you expect to cross the ocean of
life, and cnter.otornity withont wreck,—
86 no timber that will not bear storm.
Never slesp while you skirt the reefs,

QUIET HOURS.

In ote of our larger colleges for girls a
tpecial feature of the dnilgy life gfl ltsh:;
housshold is the moming ‘and evening
“silent time.” At the opening and alog-
ing ofthe doythereisa brief poriod, mark.
¢d by the strokes of the bell, in which all
the house is quiet. Every pupil is in her -
step is heard in the corridors: The wbﬁql‘;
great house is asiquiet as if all its fiye

 hundred inmates ‘wers sleepmg. There

is no positively prescribed way of .
ing these silent minutes in the ioon:s{eggt
it 1s underatood that all whose hearts go
incline thers shall devote the time to de.

[ votional reading, meditation and prayer.,

At least, the design in estabﬁshini{ﬂus
ife of

" period of quiet as part of the daily

theachool is to give opportunity for auch
devotional exescises, and by its solemn
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hour to suggest to all the fitness, the
holpfulness and the nsed of such periods
of communion with God. The bell that
calls for silence also calls to thought and
prayer, and even the most indifferent
must be affected by its continual recur-
rence. .

Every true Christian life needs its daily
“gilent times,” when all shall be 'atill,
when the busy activities of cther houra
shall cease, and when the heart, in holy
hush, shall commune with God. One of
the greatest needs of Christian life to day
is the revival of devotion. OQurs is not
an age of prayer so much as of work., The
tendency 18 to action rather than to wor-
ship—to busy toil rather than to quiet
sitting at the Saviour’s feet to continue
with him,—ZLutheran. ’

THE BIBLE--HOW TO LIVE BY
IT.

How simple the question of duty would
become, how easily %erplexities would
disappear, bow plain the lsath of guid-
ance would be if men would just live by
the Bible literally, fully, fearelssly. And
yet, reader, do you really dara to believe
and claim all its promises ? Do you really
acknowledgefthat all its directions are
practicable, possible, and necessary for
you ? O, that every yrung disciple would
commencs the life of God with these re-
golves : “The Bible shall be my rule of
conduct in everything. and nothing that
God has ever thought right to vommand
shall be deemed by me too great to
olaim.,” =~ -~

Only let tkese two be linked tegether,
a8 clasps around its} pages—faith and
obedience—and this mighty word will be
to you the anchor of hope, the strenzth
of duty, the banner of victory, the anti-
dote of death, and the open gate of heav-

en.

Read it devotionally, a little at a time,
as your father’s letter to youw, as your
Saviour’s message, day by day and honr
by hour. And let thess precious words
be keptin the heart as bees linger over
a single flower until its sweetness is ab-
sorbed. And if you would know the
power of its promises, alwez s put your
name in every one.~ Not only read it but
search it profoundly, study it carefully
and syftematically by topics, by boeks,
by comparison of texts by every hel)l) that
the Holy Spirit and the Bible itself can
afford. But do not go to man for 2id, or
paralyse your own mind by commentar-

ies, until you have obtained, on your:
knees, all the light which the Great teath-
er can pour in through the opened win-
dows of prayer, he truths he thus
teaches, you shall aever forget—T7e
Word, Work, and World.

RELIGION AND RIGHTEOQUS
NESS.

It is one thing to be a religious man ;
it is quite another thing to be a-righteous
maon. Paul could say : “Atter the atrait-
est sect of our religion, I lived a Phama-
see.” The Apostle James says : ““If any
among you scemeth to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue, but deceivoth his
heart, that man’s religion is vain.” He
does not say that the man who has 110 rs-
ligion, but his religion is not of the right
kind. Panl profitedfin the Jew’s religion
whileat the samehepersecuted thechurth,
‘There are to-day many kinds of religion
in existence which do not savor of right-
eougness nor obedience to God. There
are heathen religions, there are falsere-
liiions, there are corrupt religions ; those
who follow them may be sincere and hon-
est, but they are, nevertheless, wrong.

The religion of Jesus Christ is a reljg-
ion which tends to make men right ; end
any religion which leaves men to practice
wickedness and work iniquity, is a re;'g-
ion of the eremy, and not of the Lox
“purs religion and undefiled befeve God
and the Father; is” not altogether e mat..
ter of belief and opinions ; nor is it some- .
thing so obseure and mystericus that peo- -
?[‘le are misled and mistaken regarding it..
TlLe apostle declares that it is *‘this, to.
vizit tue widowand the fatherlessin thei=.
adliction,” and to keep ‘‘unspotted foom.
{au world” (James i. 27). Of this kiall
of religion we cannot bave too much : bat
o religion which practices iniquity and
justifies wrongs, the less we have of 4t
the better.—7he Christiau.

On the first Sunday of the year, the
collection for Boreign Missions, in Fifth
Avengs Church, (D John Hall’s) New
York, amounted to the menificentrum
of $12,000. . M

A Presbyterian Church in Iowk was
dependent on the Homo Board ; but the

astor writes : ¢ Ar soon ag the church .

cgan to take a deop interest in foroign
missions, it becime self-sustaining.”
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REPORTON SABRATH SCHOOLS.

ADOPZED BY THE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

On Sabbath School work within its bounds.

Your Committes take the liberty of
monking a fow general remarks on the
subject of Sabbath-Schoole and matters
connected with this subject.

1. Itis clear from the reports which
have been given in that there are not es
many persons sttending Sabbath-Schools
as there ought tobe. It is thus to be
feared that many parents, do not value
Sabhath-schools as they ought. There ia
no person thav would attach the same
. importance to Sabbath scheol teaching
asdo parental training. . If the choice is
to be between Sabbath-school te%chin
and faithful parental temching by al
means let us have the latter, But
it is not proposed that the Sabbath
schaol teacher any mory than the minis.
tor of the gospel should take the place of
thé parent. The command to parerts
from the Saviour is, *‘Bring up your chil-
dren in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.” It is iwpossible for parents
to transfer their own respoasibility to the
shoulders of others. They must train
and teach their childrenat home whether
they go to the Sabbath.-school or not.

The Sabbath-school is to be regarded
only as a helptoparents. And a helpit is,
and & very great help. Children who
aro taught at home and who are also
tanght in the Sabbath-school should learn
and do learn, more than those who are
taught only at home, or only in the Sab-
bath-school. Whilst then we urge upon
g:reniu to sernd their ohildren to the Sab-

th-school,  and to encourage those who
axe engaged in the work of teaching by
their occasionsl presence in the school,
ave also strongly urge upon them not to
neglect the work of teaching and catechiz-
w’ their children on- Sabbath evening.

a would also urge upon parents to pro-
curo snitable books for reading on Sah-
bath duy both for theit children and for
themselves. Stary books, semi-secular
works, and newspapers may be good
enough for week-day reading ; but they
do not afford the nourishment which the
soul should have on that day which ac-
oording to Divine appointment should be
sgmt in the public and private exercizes
of God’s wogship. Awmong the books
which we would like to see in every Pres-
byterinn housshold are the followirg:—
James' Anxious Enquirer, Pike’s %’er
sungives to Early Dicty, Bax ter's Saint’

Rest, Alleine’s Alarm, Plumer's Vital
Godliness, Bcatou's Four-fold State,
Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Religion
in the Sou}, Fairchild on Baptism, air-
child’s Great Supper, Kirwan’s Latters to
Bishop Hngrl‘xes, Hodge's Way of Life,
Mcllvain's Evideuces of Christianity,
Fisher's Catechism, and Mofkit’s Church
in Scotland. .

1t was not sentiimental, semi-arminian,
oc materialistic pabulum that nourished
the Huguenots ofjFrance, the heroes of the
Dutch Republic, tlie energetic Puritans
of England, or the stern Covenanters of
Scotland:

Surely any person who hasstudied his-
tory, or even read Froude’s famous casay
op Calvinjsm will not be afraid to give
pure substantial food 16 the souls of eith-
or young or old.

2. Itisto be feared that a good many
young men and women who should be at
the Sabbath-school do dot attend. There
are in all congregations men who by some
effort and stady are quite capable of
teaching a Bible.class. = No person not
even the gratest theologian in the world
can be too far advanced in knowledge to
find something new and profitable in
%%udy_ing carefully & chapter of God’s

oril,

3. It may not perhaps be fmproper to
call the attention of Sabbath-school
teachers to the fact that the two chief
3ualiﬁcutions necessary for the proper *

ischarge of their duties are sarnestness
and faithful preparation.

Unless & person has given his heart to
Christ, unless he feels the love of the Sav-
iour constraining him to serve his maker,
unless he sees that those whom he is
teaching are immortal beings who shall
dwell forever}either in heaven or in hell,
and unless he pities sinners with a large
loving heart, it is imposeible for him to
sucoeed as a Sabbath-school teacher, The
chief work of the Sabbath school teacher
is not to give %eographical and historical
information, but to give instruction in
the doctrins and duties of the Bible, and
to endeavour to lead #hose under his
charge to trust in Christ, to love Him,
and to serve Him.

But no matter how much a person may
be in earnest, it is necessary for him to
prepare carefully for his class work. It
i3 & good thing to study the helps which
a8 now 80 common ; we think however
that teachers, especially those who have
advanced classes in charge, should not
satisfy themselves simply with stheir
works. They should seek to get ac-
quainted with the Bikle not in spots, but
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all through. As an excellent and cheap
commentary on both the Old Testament
and the New, we recommend th: Porta-
ble Commentary by Jamieson, Brown,
and Fausset. The only part of this Com-
mentary which is comparatively worth-
loss is the part on which deals with the
Book of, Revelation. Barnes' commentar-
ies especially the edition with the notes,
the only one we can recommend, areall
of the highest value. They are full, clear,
and easily understood. 1If the Portable
Commentary is defective in Revolation,
Barnes’ Commentary is one of his best.

Whilst & Sabbath-school teacher needs
a good commentary, he also needs a
Bible-Dictionary. The best works of this
kind for ordinary use, with which we are
acquainted are the Westminister Bible
Pictionary,and theDictionary of theBible
%ubliahed by the American Tract Society.

n the Shorter Catechism Fisher's ex-

osition, and Green’s Lectures will be
ound of the greatest servive.

Whilst, fhowever we recommend to
teachers to study Commentaries, Bible
Diotionaries, and expositions of the Cate
chism, we strongly advise them to bring
none of these, nor any helps whatever,
except notes whish they may have writ-
ten out themselves, into the class-room.
If one has to be looking at a book part of
the time and at the scholavs another part

of is, the teaching cannot be very thor- |

ough or impressive.

‘o all parents we wonld say send your
children to the Sabbath-school and give
it your countenance; to alllyoung persous
who have aun opi)ortunity of attend-
ing Sabbath-school, we would say, at-
tend ; and to oll these to whom God has
given the gifts and graces recessary for
the work of teaching we would say, ‘Be
willing to serve your master in feeding
the lambs of his flock.

THE APPROACHING PRESBY-
TERIAN COUNCIL AT
BELFAST.

There is every reason to believe that
the third General Presbyterian Council,
to be hold at Belfast on 24th June and
following days, will be as numerous and
influential 23 either of its predecessors.
The church in the United States will be
fally represented. Besides delegates,
many ministers and layman from Ameri-
ca will probably take the opportunity of
visiting the country from wﬁxch 80 many
of their ancestors hailed. Canada, New
Zealand, Viotoria, and other colonies will
have ample representations. The
churoches of the British Islands will mus-

ter in full force. Tho delegations from
the churches on the Centinent of Europe
will be more fragmentary than the rest,
for in some inxtances these churches are
not well organized ; and in other cases
men who would gladly attend shrink from
a congress where proceedings, being con-
ducted in a foreign tongue, place them at
a disndvantago, and where the movement
hasso much of an Anglo-American aspect,
Bub not & few distinguished men have
signified their intention ro be present.

The people ef the North of Ireland are
looking forward to the Council with live-
ly interest, Already, with comparative-
1y little effort, Dr. Watts, of Belfast, who
has borne the burden of preparction with
great cordielity and perseveranee, hasa
subscription list of£1,380 for the expenses
of the meeting, and it is hoped by him
that Ireland will itself contsibute the
whole sum necessary for the purpose.
The Mayor of Belfast, David Taylor, Esq.
M. P., has entered into the arrangements
with great enthusiasm, and has »ot only
contributed largely to the Fund, but has
also engaged the Exhibition Hall and
grounds of theBotaric Gardens for the re-
ception of the members and their friends,
At the Mayor's reception, addresses of
welcome will be given by representatives
of the four chief cities of Ireland : Dublin
Cork, Berry, and 'ﬁ.lfau.

In its main foatvres, the Council will
resomble its predecessors; but, profiting
from experience, it will differ from them
somewhat. Instead of three daily meet-
ings there will be but two—a longer
morning meeting, and a shorter one in
the evening. There will be fewer papers,
and moreftime will be allowed for discus-
sion. It is expected that an application
for admission to the Alliance from the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church will
give rise to some discassion. Reports
will be received from the various Commit-
tee on the Consensus, and, as far as pos-
sible, the practical development of the
Alliance will be carried forward. '

It isnot to be concealed thab there may
be difficulties and perils at this meetin
of the Alliance. Devdut hearts, who fed!
the value of brotherly union and ~o-opey-
ation among God’s servants, wi. make
it a special subject of prayer that wis-
dom may guide all the deliberations, and
that the Divine Spirit may be poured out
on all the assembled brethren: It is also
devoutly to be wished that the meeting
be attended with great blessingand en-
couragement to the Presbyterian Chureh
of Ireland, and to all friends of the Gos-
pel in the countvy.—Dr. Blakie in Pres.

A
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NEW HEBRIDES M188I0N.

Letter from R, Annand.

Anxeityum, New Hebrides,
Dec. 17th, 1883.
Dear Dr. McGregor:—

Thero was nothing from {ou by our
1ast mail;; and only one gentleman in all
Canada took the trouble te send us a let-
ter., However from our old friend, the
Presbyterian Witness we gather a jgood
deal of home news.

The *‘Dayspring” is now here on her
way to Duaedin, thence to Sydney. She
brings us letters from all the brethren in
the group. All are well excepting Mr.
Murray of Ambrim who is no better, but
probably a little worse than he was when
we last wrote you. He, however, still
remains at his post, though weak and al.
most unfit for work. We are anxious for
them, being all alone through the trymg
summer season. May the good Lor
keep them safelv ! .

Tie work is_hopeful all along the line
save Futuna. Dr. Gunn seems to be hav-
ing a trying time among the Putunese,
because they wish him to give them to-
bacco, and that he will not do.

Mr. MacKenze reports cheeringly in
reference to our former field of labor, The
dawn is appearing on that little isle over
which we laboured and prayed so long
apparently in vain; yet we hope not al-
together in vain. ’

e sickness atill continues on this is-
land, that has slready cutoff so many.
Since our Synod meeting about eighty
have died.over the whole island, thirty-
three on our side and over forty on Mr.
Lawrie's,

There is no one particular disease on
our side, but simply a variety owing to
the unhealthy season.

‘We have only lost one from near the
station, the greater number have died
from the out districts when little could
ba donw for them.

I bave began making seats for the
chureh. Last weck I finisbed seven, just
a quarter of those required at present.

Ygours faithfully,
J. AXNAND.

Letter from Mr. McKenzie.

Erakor, Efate,
Nov. 28th 1883.
My Dear Dr. McGregor:—
¢ raay expect the Dayspring very
thortly now, so I mmust get a few

-

lines ready for you. She arrived here

-1 from Gydney on the 9th inst, and was to

leave Ambrim on the 26th inst. Receiv-
ed no letter from you this time.

Tam sorry to hear that Mr. Christie
has been obliged to leave Trinidad. The
work can ill afford to lose his services.
I hope you will bave a suocessor to him
long before this.

ENCOURAGEMENT IN THE WORE.

It is now more than a year since we
returned to our station. It has been one
of the busiest, and the most encouraging
year We havegpentin the field. But not-
withstanding the constant strain on my
strength, my health continges very good.

Since the mesting of Synod my time
has been occupied somewhat thus. Early
morning schoo! with the adults, atten-
danoe over fifty. F¥rom 7.30 to 10.30 we
have eur childrens school. In former
years Mrs. Mackenzie had sols charge of
it, but as the attendance has increased I
have been nssisting taking the larger boys
and girls in a class with the young men
who live on the premises, The aumber
of children is about seventy, and the av-
eragl:, attendance irabout sixty. Former-
ly she had some difficulty in securing reg-
ular attendance, but when any one was
absent she would go totheir honses which
are quite near, and seldom returned with-
out the missing one. Now they give her
no trouble in that respect. They felt a-
shamed fo be mu.ched in before the whole
school.

From 11 to about 1.30 P. M. I have
school four days of the week for the
young men whom Iam training for teuch-
crs. I am just writing Mr. Black, Mon-
treal, acknowledging the receipt of twen-
ty-five pounds, and Mr. Richardson, Que-
bec, acknowledging the receipt of five
pounds for the support of six of these
young men. This is their second year’s
contribution.  The promptness with
which they forwarded their gifts is very
gratifying.

~n on Wednesday have our class for
eauditlates, with about 30 in attendance.
Several of them I hope to admit to the
Church shortly.

On Friday's I have a class for those
who conduct service on Sabbath ab the
nearer villages. As the more advanced
natives conduct the service in turn, the
attendance at this class is large.

On Wednesday afternoon we have our
weekly irayer mecting, at the ~lose of
which there is a class for the Church
members who do not attend tbe Friday



THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN.

107

class,

Other afternoons I am generally busy
with my translation. We need o new
edition of the Gospel of Mark and John,
8o in addition to revising theso I am
translating that of Matthew. But you
will understand that this routine only re-
refer to this village.

When I visit distant villages some of
these classes are discontinued.

On Sabbath our regular service is at 9
o’clock A. M..
School, and Bible-class for all the aduits
at 83 P. M. T generally spend a Sabbath
in turn at this village, Fila, Eratap, and
Pango.

GOODb NEWS FROXM FiLA.

The Board will be glad to hear that
quite recently we are meeting with much
encouragement at Fila. You remember
what a hardened lot they were at that
village, and what & long night of appar-
ently fruitless toil we had bere. Butall
the time the Gospel was gradually exert-
an influence on the hearts of several of
them, 2nd about a week ago some thirty

-or forty joined us,

PREPARING FOR A FEAST.

They were preparing jor a % feast,
which they inbze,nded holding ing:;?;; course
of a year or two. They had even cut
down frees for the drums which are al-
ways made on these occasions. They
were quite friendly howerer, and most of
‘them remained in their houses on Sab.
bath mornings until after we had service
with them. The rest of the village will
Sro}nbly £0 on with the feast, but if they

o it, will I believe bs the last.

Thoss who have renounced heatienism
are this week killing their pigs for the
surrounding villages, paying their old
debts, as they say. But there is no heath-
on ceremony connected with this. When
a village makes a feast they invite other
villages and Lill pigs for them, these in
turn invite them, and so the feasting goes
on. Now those who have just joined us,
think it would not be. honourable to re.
fuse to pay back what they have received
from thess villages. One of them, the
pnncipal man among them, and indeed
one of the chief men of the village, the
one who composes their songs, and leads
the singing at their feasts say, ‘Hitherto
I have praised the Devil, now I wish to
praiss Jehovah.” They will build a
church presently.

At 1.30 we have Sabbath.

ADDITIONAL EXCOURAGEMPNT.

Then in another direction there is much
to cheer us. Seven natives belonging to
a distant inland village have resolved to
move neater us in order to receive the
Gospel. They are now making their plan-
tations and when these are done will
build huts. A teacher will go and live
with them, and probably more swill join
them.

I am very much pleased at the pros-
pect of getting the land trouble about
which I wrotg you, settled. I wrote Mr.
Smith, in Sydney who has the Dsed of
the land, asking what he wonld tske for
it and explaining how injurious it would
be to our work were it to fall into the
hands of the French, and at the same time
telling him that the Erakor people were
speaking of trying to raise money enovgh
to purchase it back.

Mr. Smith writes in reply that he will
let them have the land back for forty
pounds, sterling. I am writing Dr. Steel
to pay Mr. Smith this amount when my
salary for next year arrives. The nativis
may be able to refund mse in some way ot
other.

Yours very sincerely,
J. W. McEexzie,

¥

Letter from Mr. Lawrie.

Aneityum, Dec. 10th 1883.

Rev. H. A. Robertson.
3y Dear Brother:—

* * ¢ PRegarding ourselves I may™\
say that we are all in our usual health al-
though feseling feverish sometimes. We
feel very much the bensfit of our new
residence on Lolan Napjis where we get
the free breeze.

You will' be sorry to hear that the siek-
ness commenced smong the natives in
June last has continued until now. Last
week four died, Norpakau, Munti, Turia
and Naris. Several others aro in a criti-
cal condition s0 thet as yet we do not
koow what the result will ba. In all
about forty persons have died in my dis-
trict this year, while to counter-balance
this only twenty births have taken place.

I never knew any person more anxions
to be taught the truth as it isin Jesus,
than old Munti, truly he hungered and
thirsted after rightcousness, and doubi-
less ht v .s filled. He once said that the
preaching of God’s servants was like the
crowing of fowls in the morning telling
the people to axise from their sleep be-

4
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cause the darkness is past and the true
light now shineth.

Our regular services are going on as
usuaal, the attendance is fair considerin
that x0 many are attending their sick
frieads. Our day school has had an av-
crage +itendance of 40 males and females
thiss ison; they are being taught the
ars of letter writing this season in ad-
bition to their ordinary lessons. All the
seniors write a weekly letter to me, and
their contents are sometimes very inter-
esting.

One youth said his heart was hard,
but that he wished to learn; another
said that he never knew that he was a
sinper until he heard the previous Sab-
baths sermon, he thought that by going
to school and by going to Church bis
conduct was good but now he knew that
ho was a ginner before God.
point him to Jesus.

Yours Respectfully,
. H. Lawrie.

Letter from Mr. Fraser.

Burimbas, Epi,
Nov. 7, 1883.
My Dear Mr. ROBERRTSON :—
- - L 4 *

I must in & few lines try and give you
gome idea of things here.

Mrs, Fraser and I bave enjoyed exceed-
ingly good hecalth throughout. Abont
six weeks after landing I had a slight at-
tack of fever; and about three months
a.%(;, Mrs. Fraser had a still slighter one.
That is all our acquaintance with feveras

Zet.
THE WORK.

‘We have never—except for a very shors
time onoe—had any reason to complain
of the attendance cn Sabbath. It has
been good throughout. At first it was
larger than at present, except at odd
times, owing to curiosity. The numbers
fe_nemlly run between 70 and 120. When

began schiol I found it hard to geta
class, after the first few days, bat we
“‘caught them by guile,” holding school
on the path from the village to the ses,
and the thoroughfare to their plantations
at that time. Beside the attractiom of
tho fow hymns I hx;d;gut togother, Iadded
showing pictures, satisfying their cu-
riosity by information about ‘“ the white
man’s country,” to the more dreary work
of mestering the alphabet. The few

I tried to

words I could say about the theme were
usually linked to the hymns. By degrees
we §ot a fair number of nice boys to at-
tend with tolerable regulavity. Progress
was made. .

In May, we all got shelter under the
church roof, which was put up by the
people. Now that it is finished, except
the seating, it is rather% good bailding
for a first one.  Size (I think) about 36x
28. Here we have held school regularly
with varying success. For about four
months now we meet twice a day.

Sabbath, July 29th, was quite a great
day in our church here. The Dayspring
was on her way to Ambrimn, and we ha
on shore, Messrs. Milne, Lawrie, Michel-
sen, Mr. and Mrs. Marray and bMrs. Mic-
helsen, besides natives of Aneityam, Fate
and Tongoa. There was goud attendance
at church. Mr. Lawrie and I addressed
them in the forenoon, and Mr. Milne bap-
tized our little ope {Mary Campbell).
the afternoon Mr. Michelsen spoke. Onr
people here were guite stirred up by it,
and for about six weeks we had a large
attendance at school, of men and women
as well as boys. About 70 were attend-
ing. Then heathen feasts and new plan-
tations took some away. Many of the
men who attended mads no progress ia
reading, but wo hope learned some traths
that will remain with them. The out-
ward results of our school are, as yet,
that about ten can read tolerably, while
& good number of boys, two men, and
thres women know something of syllables
aywell asthe ABC. -

‘We have four boys living with us and
giving fair promise. They haveali come
at their own request : ®to be “miscionary
boys;”’ and on the clear understanding .
that they renounce all connexion with the
heathens of the village.

I used to itinerato a good deal on the
Sabbaths among the villages, speaking
their language, and visiting by boatocca-
sionally through the week. ILately, I
have done very little itinerating on ac-'
count of the disturbed stste of the Island;
but now that all is quist again, I visit
about among the villages to attend to the
sick. ‘Wherever we have gone to preach
wa have been well received, and have en-
joyed very much the proclaiming of the
glad tidings in theso scattered villages to
many who never heard the grand old
story before.

BOAT'S CREW MASSACRED.

On the 24th of August, the boat’s crew
of a labor vessel, the Lavinia, were mas-
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sacred by natives of the tribe to the north
of us. Two traders who were residing
within the bonnds of that tribe fled by
sea, ag their lives were threatened, and
the day after (before news of the massacre
had reached us), Mrs. Fraser and I were
nearly led into an ambush while out
walkinég, lzid by some %eople from the
same district, abetted by villagers not
far from us, who are in the babit of hir-
ing themselves to do such deeds. (They
ilied another trader since we came hera.)
The reason (?) of the massacre was ro-
venge for the death of five men who had
died in Queensland. The Laviniz or the
murdered men had nothing to do with
them at any time. The perpetrators of
the desd were mostly bushmen. I had
never seen them. The two villages of
thattribe which I had visited had nothing
to do withit. On the 11th of September
a trader was murdered about six miles to
the south of us for a like canse. Her
Majesty’s Ships Diamond and Dart were
here shortly after, and a thorough inves
tigation was made. The people to
the north of ms, not conceding to their
demand for the instigator of the
massacre had five of their villages with
Jences and .plantations destroyed, and a
fine"of muskets inflicted. The caseto the
south of us, after investigation, was re-
ferred to the Commodore. The Eulebo
(north) threatened to makea night attack
on the station after the man of war left,
but have not come asyet, and we dom't
expect them now.  One night thero was
an alarm, and the Barimba people turned
out for our defence, but the alarm was

false.

TWith the Dayspring I expect a supply
-of our Second Bog)k, vgrhich 3 Wat?kpis
very kinaly printing for us. Besides
Scrizture narrative under the titles Yio-
va, Atamo, Nod, Yesu Krisito, it contains
the first Paalm, the Ten Commandmenss,
& doxen gospel texts, (Words of Jesus)
-sed six hymns,

Very sincerely yours,
Ronlzynm M. Fraser.

- THE TRIRIDAD MISSION.

Annual Report of the Tunapuna
School.

BY I0SS SEMPLE.
1% is not to be expected that I should

have much to say about results in my
first annual report, as my work is but be-

gun, though a review of the year presents
many encouraging features, as regards
our health, the interest which is taken
in the work of the mission, and the at-
titude of the Coolies toward us.

T arvived here, a3 you are aware, on
the 22nd of December 1882 in time to
meet and be introduced to all the chil-
dren of our four schools ata Christmas
tres and festival. It was both a novel
and pleasant sight.

On the 8t* - iJanuary I entered form-
ally upon th work as teacher of the
Tunapuna mis+*en school, with 30 pupils.
I soon found, L.wever, that management
of a school here was very different from
;vlmt lit wl& ab homei There yo’;l %ook

or cleanliness, regularity, punctuality,
and preperation oguhoma less%m on the
part of the pupil. Here we may aim ot
18 but it is very difficult to attain.

I had got fairly installed, when Mr.
Morton was obliged, from failing health,
to quit his work and take a furlough,
thus leaving me sole occapant of the
field. This part of the plan of Divine _
Providence was little anticipated by any
of us, and tho separation ‘wasa great
trial to me. I nowfelt, for the first time
some of the stern realities of missionary
life, cut off as I was from the endeared
society of those Christian friends and sur-
rounded by & degraded people. It isa
great privilege to be under theinspection
and tuition ofthose we confidently look
up to ; but an infinitely greater, that the
meanest of us have access at all times un-
to Him, who alore can supply our need.
When I reflected too on the new era that
was before ‘me, with all the new responsi-
bilities it involved, I was réady to shrink
from the thought of undertaking it; bat
I “committed my way unto the Lord,”
and car now say that He has more than
once given me tho shoesof iron and of
brass. I had the intense happiness top
of secing that the work of the Lord was
grosparing in our hands. The Sabbath

chool nurbered between 50 t060. With
the assistance of three of our young men,
instruction was given in both Efglsh and
Hindustani. In this work we missed
Mrs. Korton, whose help'was jnvalnable,
- Theday school progressed encouraging*
ly. Dauring the year 1 enrolledgli,&
pupils. Many of theso woere irregulsr in
attendance as theiv parents were not care-
ful to have them attend, and being fugi-
tivo in their habits, we found it difficnlt
to get them fo submit to the slight ro-
straints of a school. Others’again attend
very re%nlarly. Out of 222 days taught,
one little boy made 221 days, and six

}
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others made over 200. Who among our
little boys, in the goed schools and acad-
emics of Nova Scotia , haa been in school
220 days during thepast year ?

in Apr !, we had onr examination for
R ,ult F -5 I presented 21 children be-
fo. : the ! ..pector, 18 of whom passed his
oxamninat.oa as arranged by the Rduca-
tion Department ; securing to us $89.04.

It has over been a difficulty with our
missionaries to get the girls to sewool.
This is because their prejudices are a-

ainst it. Y have two or thee very clever
little ones. When any of the parents visit

hefschool, (and they doso frequently,) I

ke to show them the cleverness of these

ttla girls in reading, writing, geography
and arithmetic, as a proof that their doc-
trine of female stupidity is false. In ad-
dition to the general instruction given to
tho school the girls are taught sewing.
This was volsntarily done by Miss Mor-
ton previous to their departure. Since
that time I bave taken itup. We would
. like to do more for our poor degraded sis-
ters, for they aro certainly very ignorant,
and cannot do anything but cook their
rice. They have not a second idea.

We had also an adult clasg, which met
four evenings in the week, from 7 o’clock
till 9- This class though small, I took
much pleasure in teaching, they were all
S0 anxious to learn.

As my assistant, Allah Dua was em-
ployed, the young man who had previous-
ly been the teacher in this school.

In addition to my own school work, I
had to receive the weekly reports of all
the other teachers, pay out their salarg,
and superintend the work of Curepe and
Caroni schools as far as possible.

Almoss every Sabbath afternoon Iac-
companied one or other of our mission-
aries to Arcuca where I spent half an
hour with the children (some 30 in pum-
ber,) teaching them English hymns, of
which they are very fond, and on my re-
turn, once a fortnight to Orange Grove
for the same purpose, where iy monitor
taught a class of about 20 children. Who
would not be delighted to step in and
hear these bright eyed boys. Moham
‘medans &nd heathans, singing these
beautiful bymes, ““Jesus lover of my
soul,” “Jesus loves me this I know ¢“Jesus
Ioves li*ttle children,” *Saviour like a
shepherd lead us &c.”

Even if most sing with mere sound
than sweetness, some sing very well.
They dv het learn the words very quick-
Iy, but I try to make them understand
the meaning of the hymns and remember
them. How far the good words are tak-

en to heart who can tell ?

Another very pleasant part of my work
was visiting tho people in the village, ad-
joiniug estates, and hospitals. In thisI
was quite in my elemont. It is one of
the things that gives my veal nature
pleasure, and I need scarcely tell you
that I found the people friendly where-
ever I went. -

On the whole, therefore, I think we
have great reason to thank God aund take
courage, and much to stimulate us to
strive to live i.1 the spirit of vbedience to
Christ’s command, ‘“Go ye ard teaclall
nations.”

Faithfully submitted,

A.A. SExPLE.

Letter from Rev. K. J. Grant.

’ San Fernundo, Feb. 14th 1884,
To the Secretary of the . F. M. Society,
Pictou: *

A few days ago one of our well-to-do
shopkeeper's, Jaipargas Lal met with a
Brahmin in train when going to Port of
Spain.  As is usual between converts
and Hindoos a religious discussion came
up.

1st. The Brahmin asked Jaipar
why is it that the Indians who have %?35
come Christians speak so much against
the religion of their country and try to
lead others astray with themselves 1”

Tarpargas replied, we know both relig-
ion now and we feel assnred that though
the Mindoo religion we are blinded so
that onc don’t know our true place in the
world, nor oar true relation to cach oth-
er, norto that being who is above all.
EVe are by it left in total darkness tv the

uture.

Our country is great in extent, our
mountains are great in height, our rivers
are great in length, but we area nation
of slaves, other people rul e over us, not
because they are stronger or wiser or
more numerous than we are, but because
they have a better religion. They have
one living God, whosees, and knov's, and
loves, and this God is brought near in
one true incarnation, Jesus Christ. In
his life here he showed that he was

j mighty and wise, and true, and just, and

merciful just as God is. This incarnation
brings God near to the Christian, it lifts
maun up near to God, makes man more
bhan a man.” It must bein this way that
Christisn nations that have no idols get
s0 much power in the world. .
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2. But says the Brahmin if you wish
to be a Christian don’t trouble us, don’t
keep hdmmering away at us. .

‘We must trouble you, there would be
no pity in our heart if we kept quiet.
Last weck an English gentleman was
burnt to death in a'large hovel in Port of
Spain. Fad it been known that he had
not escapad from the burning house what
a desperate effort would have been maue
to get him out, they would have pulled
him out of bed, and dragged him down
stairs and by doing this they wonld show
their pity and kindness. f we appear
rough it 'is to get youout gf the fire.
The people are in a heavy sleeg. They
have eyes but they see not, and ears but
they hear not, just like the idols they
worship;

3. Bat says the Brahmin thisis my
luck, I am where God placed me, I was
80 born and I should not think myself
wiser than wmy fathers.

Stop friend this is not true. If we are
sick we take wedicine to bring back
health, if our property is in danger from
thieves we carefully guard it, if weare

or we try to better our condition; in

ike maunner in religion we must not say
we will depend upon our luck, we should
hear and remember 2nd considerand pray
for light, to find the right path. We
are not machines, we are men. *Don’t ehy
you must walk as did your fathers. You
are not doing so. If your father did not
go to echool are you bound to remain ig-
norant of letters, if your father lived in
poverty in a little but, fit only for pigs,
are you <~oing to do the same though
your money and good sense tell you, yon
should seek something hetter, if your
father were blind will you put out your
eyes so as to be-like your father. Now in
religion if your father was blind will you
be blind also. How foolish ! The light
shines, brother, don’t shut your eyes.
You have a chance that our fathers had
not. Jesus our Saviour,[said to the'Jews
amongst whom he wags born, this is your
condemnation that light has come into
the world, but you love darkness tather
than light because your deeds are evil.
So now our gailt is greater than our
fathers because we have the light and
our punishment will be greater too, if we
continue in darkness.

4. But says the Brahmin, we did not
as other Castes, we are the head, we are
near the fountain eud whatever low Caste
people may do we must stand true.

Hear me, friends,if God made you difi-
crent from other people you should be a
different shape from other men, but by

the appearance you can’t tell 2 Brahmin
froma Chamar. Not only is his body
like the body of those of lower Caste, but
hisfcondyct does not differ either. He
will lie, and cheat, and commit adultry,
just like others. We never mistake a
horse for a cow, nor a lion for a dunkey,
but we may readily mistake a Brahmin
for a Chamar. We see a herd of cows in
o pasture, someare red, some black, some
white, others spotted,some fat, and some
lean, but they are all’'cows, so men may
be of different colors, may be in different
positions but still all are men, ‘God
hath made of oue blood all pecple.”

5. But, saysthe Bralmin, om nation
must be the pearl of nations else why
should all other people try to get
us? The Mohammedans first came and
tried very hard, and then Christians fol-
lowed them and are now trying all over
India to turn our people to this young re-
ligion. People digin the rock, not for
the rock but for thegold, people go down
in the deep waters, not for the shell but
for the pearl, and surely our nation must
be the pearl of nations.

Yes friend what you say about pearls is
quite trne. Man in God’s sight isa pearl,
not bis body but his soul. The- value of
thesoul none can fix. No earthly thing
can represent its value, bnt when by sin
our soul was lost to buy it back God
sent his own Son. The thing given for
it, was not money, nor land, ‘but the life
of God’s beloved.Son. Jesusdied for us,
and he lives now to give Salvation to
Eaglishmea and Hindoos, to Brahmin's
anf Chamars. Friend will you make
Him your Salvation? He now waits for

you.
K. J. GRaxT.

A father said to his son, who attended
a Sabbath-scheol, and seriously thought
of what he had heard thero, *‘Carry this
rcel to your uncle’s.” ‘It is the Sab-
ath,” replied the boy. “Put it into
your pocket,” replied the father. God
c,a]nl seo into my pocket,” answered the
child.

The American Board has voted to build
the new steamer ‘‘Moruing gtar” for its
Paoific Ocean missions, as $25,000 of the
needed $45,000 bave been pledged.

It will surprise many to learn that the
Mormon hierarcky had in the field last
year more missionaries than the Ameri.
can Board,
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. WELL PUT.

BY REV. THEODORE L, CUYLER.

3y friend, I had hoped that before
this you would have taken your stand
for Christ.” “So I would,"” replied the
man frankly, “‘If I wero not a coward.”
That foolish fear of facing the stare or
the lawgh of his companions held him
Rack.

Mr. Finney once had an awakened sin-
nsr kneeling by his side, and as here-
peated over the various surrenders to be

.smade, he came to this one: ‘O God, I
will serve Thee in my business.” The
man was silent; and when Mr. Finney
anked him why he hesitated at this point
the poor man stammered out “I'm in the
liquor trade.” He was nof willing to
give up the profits of dealing out death
by tho dram, and rieing from his knees
he went away, quenching the Holy
Spirit. .

All our congregations contain more or
less persons who have at some time se
their faces towards a better life, but have
struck against some obstacle that has
driven them back. Or else they have
been held by one or more favorite and
darling sins from which they are not will-
ing to cut looge. Like the wife of Lot,
they looked back, and soon fell back into
& moro hardened indifference than before.
This is a dangerous process; it may be re-
peated once tos often. Every unconvert-
ed person who listens te a faithful palpit
appeal, goes home the better or the worse.
He or she has cast another vote, either
for or against Christ. Every time you
decide against Christ dsminishes your
chancs of salvation.

¢No man having put his hand to the

lon%h and looking back, is fit for the
Eing om of God.” "The Greek word sig-
nifies “¥Fell put.” It means firmly set ;
with a determined purpose. “Well put”’
with the face set like a flint towards the
Lord Jesus Christ. Bunyan's pilgnm,
when he stopped his ears and ran towards
the wicket-gate, was well put for the way
towards the Celestial City.

¢q went to my room,” said my old
friend Malcomn, ‘‘and fastened the door
determining to remain till I had obtained
the pardon of my sins and reconciliation
to God.”" He made what he calla the
¢honest effort,” and God took bim at his
word. He found peace, and on the next
evening he rose and told his fellow-stu-
dents {of Brown University) what a rich
blessing Jesus had given to bis soul. Oth-
er students were moved, and they too set

their faces Christward. Malcomn was
well put for the kingdom for when he
locked that door, and vowed that he

would never retreat he had already won
the victory.

Perhaps some of those hearing me won-
der why lo or she makes no progress to-
wards a better life. You often think a-
bout it, often make good resolutions, and
perhaps some earncst prayers. Yat all
the time you are holding fast to your sins,
umrillingx J:sokcnt toose from them.

I bave scen a steamer at the wharf start
its engine, and while the propellor was
chu.ning the water at the stern, the ves-
gel did not move, A stout hawser held

it to the Rier; as soon as the rope was
““cast off,” the steamer started.” That

vessel was not ‘‘well put” for its voyage
until it was detached from tbhe warf, and
could use its mrotive power wnhindered.
I do not cars what be the sin that holds
you back, so that it keeps your soul from
afull honest surrender to Jesus Christ.
Cost what iv may, make a olean breast of
it in confession to God, and clean work
of itin renouncing the sin. You chnnot
cling to your gins and clingto your Sav-
iour too. « Up to this time you have fail-
ed, and you will continune to fail aslong
ax you try to ‘‘serve two masters.” A$
the very point where the Holy Spirit is
pressing your soul up te a duty, thers you
must yield.

‘Vhen Jesus pressed close on tha
{oung ruler with *the demand to sell

is estate and come and follow Him, the
young man drewback.  ‘‘Serrowful™ he
may have been, but he would not cut
loose from his selfishness. That poor,
rich youth was not ‘‘well put” for the
noble career of discipleship which Jesus
hald out: to him. Compare him with
Matthew the publican, who quitted his
toll-booth, and found afterwards his
place of immortsl honor in the fore-front
of the New Testament.

Sometimes o single passage of God’s
; Word comes &s a hcaven-sent message for
:the emergency. Here is a text for you:
“For the Lord God will help me : there-
Zore shall I not be confounded ; ther¢fore
have I set my face like a flint, and I know
that I shall not be ashamed.” Assoonas
you set yonr face towards Christ, you are
& convarted soul; aslong as you keep it
in th. * ‘irection, you are climbing heav-
enward. Let your hand be ‘‘well put”
into His hand; let every footstep be ¢ well
put” in obedience to His commandments.

e
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- PERSEVERANCE.

One step and then another,

And the longest walk is ended ;
Ono stitch and then another,

*  And the largest rent is mended ;

One brick upon another,

And the highest wall is made;
One flake upon another,
And the deepest snow is laid.

Then do not look disheartened
On the work you have to do,
And say that such a mighty task
You never can get through :
But just endeavour, day by da§,
Another point to gain, fe
And soon the mountsin which you fear-

Will prove to be a plain !

LETTER FROM A PASTOR.

Dear Children :—

A few dnys agol wasreading a short ac-
eount of the boyhood of John B. Gough.
Gough you kaow is tho great temperance
orator of the United States and rose from
hardship to his present high position.
Let me tell you something of what he
faese(l through and gather together a few

eading points of his boyhood life.

The Bible tells us it is good for 2 man
0 bear the yoke in his youch. Gough did
this. His home was s humble one in
England, and when bat s little boy he
gleaned with his mother and sister after
thd reapers that they might have bread
to eat. Sometimes he would clean knives
and brush bootsto earn & living. Atam
early age he had to leave home, crossthe
Atlantic, and face stern trial, suffering,
and want he endured at times, and kad
o bear not a few burdens. God however
was with him and what he passed through
helped to_mould and make him what he
Row is. He had e good mother. When
$welve years of age he came to America,
and his mother twith tears in her eyes
packed hig little trunk putting a Bible
and pinning tnese lines on a sheet,

Forget me not when death shall close
These eyelids in their last repose ;

Ard when the murmuring breezes wave
The grass upon your mother's grave,

O then whate'er thy age or lot
May be, my child, forget me not.

After he had earned o little monoy he
brought his mother and sister to America,
and on one occasioniwhen they were with-
out food, John went out one aftermoon
begging. A gentleman gave bim 3 three
centloaf. Bringing it home his mother
put the Bible on the rickety pine table,
read from it,, and then all knelt and
thanked God/or the precious loaf. His
mother trajded him in the fear of God and
the frainifg had o good effect.

He copsulted his parents as to his
plans. When he came to New York he
was amonyg strangers, and went into the
country for two years to work. The
work was hard and the wageslowm Wigh.
ing to write home and having no money
he sold his knife to pay the pestage
stamp. The letber was written in which
he sought the advice of his parents about
going to New York to learn a trade. He
would not go without their consent,
Their  consent obtained, he came
into the great city at midwinter, with
no home, no-body to counsel with,
and only fifty cents in his pocket. How
often little boys and girls form their own
plans and seek to carty them out without
consulting father and mother. Thisisa
very unwise eourse to follow. The wis-
dom and experience of parents is of great
bomefit to youth.

He struggled with poverty. lie came
to the United Sta*as poor, and the first
night he spent in New York he was plac-
edin an attic with an Irishman deadly ill,
The second night the man died and the
peor boy stayed alone with the dead till
morning. At the end of three mouths
through hard times be lost his place «nd
the family had hard struggles. He and
his sister could not obtain work and they
bad to move into a garret. Winter cam>
on and sometimes they begged from door
to door. More than once Jobhn walked
miles into the country and dragged home

4
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old aticks which lay by the roadside, for
firewood, His coat was pawned that his
mother, who was old and ill, might have
some mutton broth. And one day while
she was preparing a supper of ricc aund
milk she tel! dead.

Such, children, was the boyhood !li*
and the talo of some of the hardships and
sufferings of a man who is now the great-
est platform oratorin the United > ates.
What he endured prepared him for great-
ness and fitted him for bis presont sphere,
God’s blessing rested upon him, and
though severely tried, good resulted.
Seek to have the spirit of Jesus; enlist in
his service, perform his will and no mat-
ter what you may pass throngh God will
be glorified. D.

———

MR. M0ODY AND HIS DAUGH-
TER.

Many inq’uirers (said Mr. Moody ins
sormon at Philadelphia) are afraid lest
they shounld not be able to keep frou fa «-
ing. Read to shem Jude'24th : *Now
unto him that ig able to kedp you-from
falling, aud to presént you faultless be-
foro the presence of his glory with exceed-
ing joy.” And Isaiah xli. 10th and13th:
“‘Fear thou not ; for I am with thde : be
not dismayed ; for I am thy God : I will
stranfﬁ;en thee ; yea, 1 will help thos ;
yea, X will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness.”

One day in winter I went out with my
little girl. I said to her, “Emma, you
had better Ist me take hold of your hand.
She gaid. “No ; I bad rather keep my
hands in my muff; and she walked off very
proudly. Presently she came to someice,
and down she went, and hnrt herself a
listle- Isaid, “You had Ibetter lct me
hold on to your hand.” She said, “No ;
but l=tme bold on to your finger.” Pres-
ontly she came to some more ice; she
could not hold on to my finger, and down
she went, and hurt horself siill more.
Then she said, *“Papa, I wish you would
hold on to my hand.” So I took her
wrist in my hand, and she couldn’t fall

A'NEW KIND OF EXERCISE.

In a Pree Ohurch Sabbath school in
Scotland, a new exercise has been lately
introduced. All the scholars who can
write are invited to get 2 small paper
book, and to write every week in it, as

carefully as they can, two verses of fa
chapter that is mentioned to them by the
suieﬁnmndent on the Sabbath before. * 4l

Bach scholar is left free to choose the
two verses that are to be written. The
older scholars may write as many as four
veorsos, while the younger ones may write
only one.

Every month the books are to be hand-
ed in to the suporintendent, who will
correct them, write in two or threo words
his opinion of them, and return them with
a eard or small book by way of reward or
acknowledgement.

This kind of exercise has the following
advantage:—1. It gives the scholars a
fresh interess every week in a part of
God’s word. 2. Itexercises their judgs-
ment in selecting favourite or memorable
verses of & chapter. 3. It tends to im-
press upon their memories and bearts
what they write upon paper. 4. The
books they fill with verses may be pre-
seved by them as memarials of the Sab-
bath school, and may be useful to them
in future days. 5. gives aun idea of their
hand-writing and spelling which may
lead to the improvement of both. €. It
is no great tax on the time or strength
of the children, and is likely to be to
them not a toil, but a pleasure ; being, in
fact, not a task imposed on them, butea
work done of their own free will,

YOUTHFUL PIETY.

It is of the highest importance that
children should be trained to habits of re-
ligion, for the habits of youth cling to the
man even down to the sere-and yellow
leaf of autumn.? The boy is the father of
the man. Education may do much;
cace may do mpch, But the marked
characie. istics of boyhood corme out in
mauhood. A fair boy, amanly boy, ora
mean, tricky boy, usually carry those
traits through life. A prayerful, religi-
ous , industrious girl, or a frivolous, hot-
tempered, fvain girl, will be much the
same in advanced life.

The great majority of the faithful, de-
voted Christian workers in our churches
to-day are those who gave themselves to
Christ in youth.

The generous, whole-sonled men of
this generation were the open-handed
boys of the last. The mean, stingy men
we see about us were niggardly when
they were youag.

A business man was noted for his par-

r
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simony. He was mean in small things
and in large, in high things and in low.
The hulf-cent always turnod to his side
of the bargain. But it was noted that
his trait cost him more than it brought.
Ono day an acquaintance was in conver-
sation with anothes person. The name
of this man was mentfoned.

“Do you know him ?"

"Ignowhim! I went to school with

‘What kind of a boy was he ?”

“‘He tas one of the meauost fellows in
town. He used to sneak behind the
school-house to eat his nuts and raisins,
80 as not to give the boys amy.”

As was the boy, so was the man.

Men converted in early manhood have
lived for years a Christian life and then
lapsed into the sins of their youth.

In one of our churches was a man in
whose mouth guile was never found. He
was pnre in his utterances and guarded
in his remarks. He seemed to have put
a guard on his mouth lest he should sin
with his tongue.

He was taken with a brain fever. In
the midst of his delirium he used the
most awful profanity that could be con-
ceived. He svrore terribly and constant-
ly. His oaths were blasphemous. His
family, his pastor, and his brethren wore
astonished and ashamed. Was the good
brother a life-long hypocrite? Were his
guarded utterances a pretence! Under
the guise of fervent piety, was he a blas.
phemer? The disease passed away, and
the sick man was seen in his accustomed
places. He was the same quiet, pare-
spoken and cantious man that be before
had been. At length some of his friends
spoke to him about his sickness; they
told him how troubled they had been on
account of his profanity. The poor man
was everwhelmed with shame and sorzow,

““Alas, my brethren, alas! what has
sin dcne forme? I was an ungodly boy;
I passed my youth in folly and dissipa-
tiéon ; my besetting sin was paofanity ; I
swore more than all my associates. Itis
now nearly forty years since I uttered an
oath or a profane word. I supposed that
the habit was gone from me ; but behold,
%lie sdtain of sin, the leprosy, is still in my

ood.

THE FHPTY CHAIR.

BY REV. ALBXANDER ANDREBW, GLASGOW.

During the summer of 1576, I had the

great privilege of visiting Canada, and
some of the States of America. Aftor
witnessing a icat vaviety of sights all
along a journcy of fully fuur thousand
mileq, there was nothing imprsssed me
more than a vacant chair which I saw in
Halifax, Nova Scotin. I was on my
homeward journey from Baltimore. We
reached Halifax carly on Sabbath mern-
ing. The church we got into was Fort
Massey, of which the Rev. Dr. Burns is
minister ; and at the close of the sermon
he referred in very feeling terms to & sad
catastrophe whioh had taken place the
day before—the ospsizing of a yacht in
the harbour, by which thres lives were
lost, one of whom was a young man, a
Sabbath-school teacher in connaxion with
the church.: Groat stillness pervaded the
assembly, and considerable emotion was
exhibited, as the good minister referred
to the event, and expressed his sympathy
with the bereaved widow.

After the church service, I was invited
to attend tha Sabbath-school at three
o'cloek, where, on the right hand of the
platform, I saw a vacunt chair, with elo-
ven boys all gathered round it. Pointing
over to it, the superintendent said,
““That is the chair in which Mr. Tupper
used to sit and teach his class.” . Nobody
wovld sit in that chaiv that day. It was
left to epeak fn the absence of him who
was wont to occupy it, and it did make
animpression on all who saw it. Itspoke
to the teachers, saying, ‘‘ Work while it
is day ; the night cometh in which no
man can work,” and sometimes it comes
with awful suddennesst Aud then o
these eleven boys who sat round it, it
ssemed to call up all their teacher had
spoken ta them in former days, and
gharge them to lay it to heart, ard if they
had never decided to be the Lord’s, to do
sonow. And this we tried to urge upon
the boys, reminding them thét ae there
woro eleven true disciples, ¥'hy should
they not all become disciples of Jesuy ?—
We left them in the hope that the Good
Spirit would seal them as Hia.

But there is hardly any home in which
there is not “‘2 vacant chair.” The post
Longfellow says :—

‘¢ There is 1o flock, however watched and
tended,
Bust one dead lambis there ;
There is no hearth, howsoe’er defondéd,
But has one vacant chair.”
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THE EFFECT OF A KIND
WORD

MARY RAY EARLE.

One summer evening a yomng man liv-
ing in the town of——sat on the curb-
stone before a saloon iu the main street.
He had been drinking until sick, and
then he was put out of the house by the
saloon-keeper. And as he sat with his
aching head between his hands, be’ehing
up the fumes of rum,many who kaew him
well passed by ; but no friendly hand was
held out to him, for he was looked upon
by his forwer friends as *‘a hopeless case.”
And although respectably connected, all
bad passed him in disgust, as an object
too low for their notice.

But by-and by there came along an
aged woman, whose warm heart was
touched with pity at sight of the wretch-
ed man; and going close to him she laid
her hand gently upon his shoulder, and
as he turned his bloodsnot eyes to her
face the tears filled he own. )

“Poor bey! poor boy! How sorry his
mother will be!” waswll she said as she

tenderly smoothed the mstted hair from §

his forehead,, and then passed on. But
what arevelation those few words were
to the ‘youth! ‘

“Poor . boy ! poor boy! How sorry his
mother will be!” kept ringing in his ear
until he resolved toreform, and by God’s
help, he as for years lived a tempsratelife-

ut that kind face he has never ‘met
since, although he has diligently looked
for it among the aged mothers he meets
in the street.

Kind reader, you may never know the
good results of the words of sympathy
you spoak; then scatter kind words when-
ever opportunity occurs, ‘especially to

‘“The young who have strayed
From the path where once they trod;
You may Fe:,d to the fountain of truth
again,
You may bring them home to God.”

MISSIONARY NOTES.

The Presbytery Board of Publication
Philadelphia has just made a gift of books
40 the amount of $100 to the Boy's School
in Tokio, Japan. This school is only nine
yearsof ageand is now called a college.
A library of selected books is much necd-
ed and who can tell how much good
may be done through this agency in the

\
\

rapidly moving country.

The aew Morning Star the children’s
missionary ship for the Micronesia™ “ssiom

is to be built in Bath, Maine. & -isto
sail for Honoluln, Sandwich ands
about November 18t and will cost. " ,,000
Alrcady the childregthrough twen five

cont subscriptions have raised $:.,000.
Money is still flowing in and the whole
amount wili be raised.” Children can do a
great deal when willing to work for Jesus,

Ten years ago on the Fiji Islands the
nativeswore constantly fighting with cach
other, dead bodies that had been buried
ten or twelve days were dug up cooked
and eaten, and limbs cut off’ from living
men and woinen and cooked and eaten in
the presence of the vietim. The sick
were buried alive snd life and progerty
were not secure. There are So inbabited
isles and a church on each of them. Now
not less than900Wesleyan churches are to
be secn in Fiji and often crowded servi-
ces. Schools are well attended and fami-
1y worahip in almost every house. What
hath God wrought ?

A meeting was held at London on the
12th March on behalf of mission work a-
mong the Indians in our own Dominion,

Tt was a crowded mc :ting and eur late
Governor General, Lorne, was chairman,
More Missionaries are wanted to labour
among the Indians in Ontario by the
Church of England. There are only 15
missionaries to attend to 60,000 souls.

Twenty-five years a.%o in the Loyalty
Islands, Sonth Seas, a boat landed goods
for the missionaries when ‘the people
came down fully armed with clubs and
spuars. To-day you may walk thelength
and breadth of Murray Island and find
the people clcthed and in their right mind
with schools in every village. The Gos-
pel has made the change. |

Patagonia is the most Southern part of
South Americs. In that oountry live a

eat many Indians who know nothing of
&rist and salvation. When hungry they
will kill and eat their old women before
they kill their dogs. In no part of the
world is man said to existin a lower state
than in Patagonia. The truths of the
Bible however will raise themup, purify,
and save them.

A little Hindu girl nine years of age
writes to a little girl in New Ergland as
follows:—*I have come into God’s family
and am his child. Y feel much pleasure.
Jesus on me grea$ great mercy has done,
and on me great love does, and in my
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mind such brings I to 1y people God’s
story of love,wish to tell that all my peo-

le in such darkuess sitting, may seco
Eght in Jesus faith.” Pray children that
many more boys and girle in India may
bo led to love Jesus.—Com

THING3 MONEY CANNOT BUY.

‘We sometimes think that money is
omnipotent, that it can purchase for us
every good thing. This is a great mis-
tako. Money cannot buy thelove. It
often wins its semblance.  Summer
friends swarm around him who rolls in
wealth, but the lovd of a mother, the fi

delity ofa father; the affection of a sister, 1

the sympathy of a brother, the t-ust ot a
friond, are naver bought with gold.

Money cannot bring contentment, and
“Qur content is our best having.” Movey
alone, will not secure for us a good edu-
cation. A rich man, who had neglected
his early ?qurtnniﬁes‘ was heard to say,
sadly : ‘T would give all my wealth for
a thorough edudation and a well trained
mind.” But his money and his riches
were alike unavailing. ~ Plenty of moncy
will not of itself ensure culture and gen-
tility, yet next to Christien graces and
robust health nothing is so besirable as
refinement, and pleasing self-possessed
manners. The wealth of & Creesus conld
not give a peaceful conscience. Sin
scourges the soul of the rich as surely as
the soul of the poor. The poorest boy or
girl, who has “‘always a conscience void
of offence towaxd God, and toward men,’,
is richer than the richest with a “‘consci-
ence searcd &s with a hot iron.” A good
character is more precious than gold.

Yet money is not to be despised. If
we have it let us accept it as God’s gift,
and use it, not so much for our own
pleasure as for the benefit of others. If
we have it not let us believe that for our
good it has been withheld from us. But
whether wé have it or not, let us remem-
that it cannos purchase love, content-
ment, education, cultare, refinement nor
a good conscience, and that it will notv
secure for us either, purity, holiness, or
heaven.—Golden Hours.

GOD HEARS.

King James I. was given to swesring
and using improper language, for which
he had been seriously reproved by the

pious end fearless John Welsh, a Seotch
minister. The king could not but esteem
him, aud feared him not a little, although
he Cisliked him. When Waelsh was pres-
ent ho tried to govarn his tonguse in some
degree, and if an oath escaped him when
he thought Welsh might be within hear-
x;x)xvg, he would say to his attendants, ‘Is

clsh: there ? Do you think he heard
mo ?” Do we remember that there is One
who always hears every word wo say 7~
Ezek. xxxxv. 12, 13.

HAVE A SWEET VOICE, GIRLS.

Were half the pains which is taken to
caltivate the voice in song bestowed tp-
on its tones as used in speech, social in
tereourseswould yain a veny great charm
‘We hear harsh, metallic voices,which are
cracked, a discovd running through their
cadenoes. Nobody can be where & num-
ber of ladies are gatheted without being
gtruck by the lack of culture which is

videnced in disagreeable voices. A
sweetly-modulated voice in conversation
is delightful and restful. In educating
the young, example is more potential
than procept; and if mothers and teach-
ers always spoke with gentleness,
were caroful to let their voice be clear
and distinct, dropping from their lips
like finished coin, a great benefit would
acue to the attractiveness of social in
tercourse.—Sel.

NOT A LIAR,

Ono day a littls lad, having loitered on
an errand, recollected himself and rushed
back to his uncle,s workshop~with all
speed,

*“Why are you running yourself out of
breath in that manner,” asked one of the
men. “Tell your uncle the people keph
you waiting.”

‘““Why, that would be a lie !”

“To be sura it wauld, but what's the
odds ?”

“Ialiar! Xtell alie!” cried the boy
indignantly. <No, not to escape a beat-
ing every day., My mother always told
me that lying was the first step to ruin,
and my Bible eays that a liar shall not
enter hcaven,” .

BEXR.

Bear is rogarded by ;nany in this coun-
$ry as a healthy beverad%e. Let me- give
you & few of the ingredients used in its

i
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manufactura. Tho alterations most com- Never let yqur honest convictions be

monly used to give hitterness are gentian,
wormirood, and quassia ; to impart pun-
gonoy, ginger orango peel and caraway.
If those were all &ere would be small
need of warning the young against the use
of beer on account of its injurious ingre-
dients. But when there arc added to
preserve the frothy head, alum snd blua
vitrol ; to intoXicate, coculus, nux vomica
and tobacco, and to promoto thirst, salt—
then indecd does it become necessary to
instruct and warn the innocent against
tho use if this poisonous beverage Boys
and girls, never touch it.—Sel. .

“HOV “NOT” TO GO ASTRAY,

" A boy was being examined for admiss-
ion to the church. When he had finish-
ed & modest statement of his loyalty to
Ohrist and his acceptance of him as his
Redecmer, he was asked how he expect-
ed to be able tr keep close to his Saviovr
and not to be l2d astray, “I,” said he,
bis face brightening, ‘I will just put my
hsad in His and He will lead me right a-
long.” The boy had learned the lesson of
complets submission to the Divine will,
and under the guidirg, parvental care of
God he felt that he could never lose his
wafy. The highest type of spiritual life
is found in those whose interconrse with
God is unbroken and who dwell continu-
ally under the shadow of the Almighty.
There the soul is safe; storms of doubt
and despair may assail it, butits fortifi-
oations are secure. The Almighty is its
proteotor, and against Him no assaults of
Ehe ;nemy can be suceessful. — L. F. Hub-
ard.

BE FIRM.

An English Admirel, who rose to his
high station by his own steady exertions,
used to be fond of relating that, on leav-
ing an humble lodging to join his ship as
a midshipman, bis I1.'\7zzydlady presented
hiro with a Bible and a guines, saying,
“God bless and prosper you, my lad;
and, as long as you live, never suffer
yourself to be laughed out of your money
or your prayers.” The young sailor care-
fully followed- this advice through life,
and had reason to rejoice that he did »o;
while thousands have regretted, when
too late, they have pursued s different
couzrse.

|

laughed down ! Be true to yourself, and
in tho end you will not only bo respect~d
by the world, but have the approval f
your own conscience., See to it 1+ ¢
whatever you lose, yhether it be mor
or plass, or reputation, yon donot!
courage, honesty, or truthfulhess,.—Se’

JESUS AS A 8ON.

In kis early life he illustrated the duti-
ful subordination proper in the child to
the parent. Notwithstanding the urgency
of his Father's busin-as, which he caanot
but anticipate ever .n boyhood, he went
back from the temple and the admiring
doctors with Joseph and Mary, and came
to Nazaveth and was subject unto them
(Luke ii. 81.) There was no irreverencs
in his question. “Wist ye not that I
must be about my Father’s business ? auy
more than in the words of Johnii. 4,
when rightly understood. So Luke is
careful to tell us of the sabjection. ““The
blorsom of his inner life, which had open-
ed and spread abroad its first fragranee
in the temple, was to continue expanding
it in the obscurity of Nazareth; and
Mary was to wait eighteen years, leep-
ing all those sayings in her heart, before
any thing else unprecedented should ec-
cur.” But the iveffably grave cbaracter
of his work did not bury out of his sight
the rolationship ordained of his Father.
Hanging on the cross, bearing a load the
like of which never lay on any other, his
eye found out the guardian of his esrly
human life, and his wise foresight provid-
et for her : *“Womun, behold thy son ?”
To tue disciple : “‘Behold thy mother !
And John, who had a good social position
“fromthat hour. . . . took her into his
own fiome.” O sons of welf sacrificing
mothers ! now, perhaps, lonely, fecble
and hungry for sympathy and affection, I
do not say to you be manly, be grateful,
be loyal, be tender, be chivalrous. All
this one might well say. I say to you be
Christ-like, and before you provide for
yourself, and before you set up your own
home sce that thers be ehelter, love and
care for her whom you learned, when you -
had learned little else, tocall mother.—
Dr. John Hall in *‘Ohristian Home.”

What isresignation? Placing God be-
tween ourselves and our troubles.—Aa-
dame Swetchine.
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.
Presbytery of Halifax,

The Presbytery of Halifax, met in
Chalmers’ Church, on Tuesday March 12,
at 10 o'clock.

Rev. D. McKinnon's resignation of the
congrogation of Little Riverwasaccepted,
tho resignation to take effeot the last Sab-
bath of April.

Mr. Layton was appointed to declare
the congregation vacant on the first Sab-
bath of May.

An obituary notice of the late Rev.
Samuel Bernard of Noel, was read and or-
dered to be engrossed in the minutes of
Presbytery

Prot. Forrest reported that, as appoint-
ed, he had moderated in a call in %ga.lm-
er, Church, and that the call had come
out very heartily and unanimoudy in
favor of Rev. Johm McMillan, B. D., of
Truro. The call was susisined, and or.
dered to be fewwarded at once to the
Clerk of Truro Presbytery.

Dr. Burns reported from the Committee
on the Augmentation of Stipends, detail-
ing a_list of deputations to visit the sev-
eral congregations of the Presbytery.
The report was adopted. '

Mr. Morrison reported from the Com-
mittee on the book of rules and forms of
&‘x;)codure snggesting anamber of changes.

cse changes wers mostly approved by
the Presbytery. The book with these sug-
ested amendments and additions waa or-
ered to be forwarded to the assembly’s
Committee.

My, McPherson reported from the com-
mitteo on standing orders for the Presby-
tery. The report was, with a few small
changes, adopted, and 100 copies of it are
to be printed. :

Commissioners to the General Assemb-
Iy werefappointedias follows : ministers,
Rev. John Wallace, H.H. McPherson,
Adam Gunn, T H, Murray, Dr.Macknight
Dr. Pollok, Robert Laingsnd A. B. Dick-
ie. Elders, Dr. MaeGregor, Pref. Forrest,
Duncan MacGregor, J. K. Munnis, Henry
Sutherland, J.S. Potter, G. M. Ewan
(Yarmouth), and W. ¥. Meek (Shuben-
acadie).

Dr. Burns asked and obtained leaves of
absence for thres or four months, that he
may fulfil his appointment to the Pan-
Presbyterian Council which meets in Bel-
fast, Ireland, ia the month of June.

The Presbytery asked for seven Cat
echists for the summer.

At the evening sederunt report on the
state of Religion, aud on Sabbath Schools

were read and considered. The reports
woro both j00d and mpoke of progress.
Twenty-six congregations have sent in
Babbath School returns. Five including
stations are yet to be heard from. Anin-
teresting Sabbath School conforence alos-
ed the day’s work. It is gratifying to
find increased intorest in the work of gub-
bath Schools, Butconsidering thefounda
tion-charaoter of the work, there ought
to be yot greater interest init, and must
be if the Presbyterian Church is to take
her propor place in the evangelisation of
the world. The Presbytery adjourned to
meet April 29th, at 10 o'clock, in Chalm-
ers Church, Halifax.
ALLAN S1M¥»SoN, Clerk.

Presbytery of Sydney.

This Presbytery met at North Sydney
Feb. 19th, at 7.30 p. m.

The, first busingss was visitation of the
congregation which was found in & satis-
factory ocondition. $1386 were raised for
all purposes during the past year.

Rev. G. Simclair’s resignation of the
congregation of Loch Lomond and Fram-
boise was acoepted: A Committes was
;})pointed to confer on arrears due by

ira, Congragation. The Session of Mira
asked for supply. The request was re-
mitied to the above Committee to corsid-
er and repord. . -

The Presbytery took up the scheme for
the augmentation of Stipends and ap-
polnted a Committee to make arange-
ments for visiting the congregations ia
the interests of the Scheme.

Rev. J. Murray read the report of the
Presbytery’s Committee on Temperance,
which was received.

Met again on the 20th at Little Bras
D ’Or for visitation and was pleased at
the condition and progress shown.

Rev. C. MoLean gave in report of mis-
sicn work within th ~ bounds.

Messrs Murray Jand McMiilan were
appointed a delegation to wait upon the
Judge of the County Court in Cape Bre-
ton in the interests of the Canada Tem-
psrence Act.

Same day, p. m., Presbytery met at
Sydney Mines and found matters in a
hi%}:ly satisfactory condition.

*Mr. Forbes presented the Report of
Committee on Sabbath-school, showing
that 19 Sabbath Schools reported from
10 congregations within the bounds. hav-
ing 125 oificers, 1251 scholars (av. atten-
dance 886) contributing $140 to the
schemes of the Church/ = Ssven. Bible-

'
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classes roported an attendance of
Tho Report was received.

Mr. Gordon was appointed Interim
M&dcrator of the Session of Loch Lom-
ond.

Messrs Farqubarson, Drummond, and
Forbes, ministers, James Lawley, David
McKeen, and D. Campbell, elders were
appointed representatives to Assembly.
Principal Grant was nominated Modera-
tor for next Assembly.

Presbytery of Victoria and Rich-
mond.

Met Feb. 12, & 13, at River Dennis
and Malagawatch, for visitation.

Mr. McMillan preaches on alternate
Sabbaths at each place (10 miles apart)
in English and Gaelic. .

The congregation was found to be ina
prosperous condition, both in spiritual
and financial matters. A new manse is
building at Malagawateh.

Presbytery agreed to apply to the H.
M, Committee for two Progationers anda
Catechist.

The Augmentation Scheme was taken
up and arrangements made for bringing
it before the congregaticns within the
bounds.

Messrs Roberts and McMillan wers ap-
pointed as representstives to the Genmeral
Assembly.

This Presbytery met at Mabou on the
25th of >.larch.

After sermon by Rev. K. McKenzie,
the Presbytery proceeded with the visita-
tion of the congregation. They wore
gratified to learn that the various depart-
ments of congregrasional work, by pastor
and other office-bearers have during the
past year been fairly progressive, and
that the congregation has continued to
sustain its former reputation for liberal-
ity and prompitade in sapport of Gospel
ordinances at home, and also for the
Schemes of the Church.

The Augmentation Scaeme was submit-
ted to its favorable consideration by the
several membets of Presbytery present,
and its claims urged.

The Presbytery appointed its next
meeting on the 13th day of May next, at
11 o’clock, a. m., within the Hall at

Whycocomah.
K. MoKexziE, (Terk.

Presbtery of St. John,
Met at Mounctor Tuesday, March 12th.

The wuduction of Mr. Bearisto at Glass-
ville was appointed for March 25th.

Dr. McCrae tendered his resignation of
the Home Mission Committee of the St.
John Presbytery.

Rev. J. C. Burgess tendered his demis-
sion of the congregation of Carlston.

Supplements were asked for Bocabec,
Springfield, Chipman, Sussex, Nashwaak,
St. Andrew’s, and, if settled, for, St.
James, Woodstock, and Hampton.

Presbytery of P.E. Island.

This Presbytery met in Zion Church
ghaf{ottebown on the firat Tuesday of

ril.

li’rincipal McKnight was nominated for
Moderator of the next General assembly.

The following were appointed as dele-

tes to Asgembly. Messra A, Munroe,

. McLellan, N. NcKay, W. A. Mason,

A. W, Mahono, and Malcolm Campbell,
ministers; and Hon. D. ird, Issae
Thompson, Archibald Ferguson, James
Carruthers, Thomas McNeil, and Mal-
coln McDemald, elders.

Rev.-J. McLeod, was appointed to
moderate in 8 call at Cardigan and Dun-
das on the 16th inst.

Rev, E Bayne accepted the call to the
con, tion of Middle Musquodoboit in
the Halifax Presbytery.

The next meeting is appointed for the
first Tuesday of May, in Zion Church.

J. McLEop, Clerk.

HM00DY AND SARKEY IN
LONDON.

The work of the American Evangelists
is suill piocecding in London, with what
steady intensity and presistent force
which has been peculiarly conspicuous
dating their preseni campaign. Their
work was passed quite beyond the region
of occasional semsations, and has taken
its placejas a permanet factor in Gospel
labours. The novelty wore off long ago,
but the power remains and grows. Crit-
icism may point out this or that blemish
or sweakness, but whatever these may be,
it is evident they do not interfere with
the success of the movement.

Mr. Sankey’s tunes may be thin, child-
ish, and run too much in the same strain;
but they sarve their purpose, for they lay
hold of the cars and hearts of the mult:-
tude. They have a genuine pathos in
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them, or a rousing vigour, whioh are the
very things wanted for large assemblies.
It they are very simple they are the more
easily learned, and if the music is com-
monplace it tonches more easily the com-
mon chords of the human heart.

Yt is in Mr. Moody, however, that the
power of the movement really resides.
1t is certainly not to be found in his ap-
pearance, ‘which is ordinary and heavy,
nor in his utterance, which is rapid. thick
and nasal. Tt is not in any superiority
of intellect. for his mind, though vigor-
ous is of the common ordor. e is not
a genius, and he is not an orator.
~ What, then, maikes him the man he is?
It is the accumulated power of a life de-
voted to one distinct and definite tz8k—
that is, to bring men to a decision in the
matter of their soul’'s splvation. Re
urges the point as one who reslly means
it. There can bs no mistake as to what
he aims a$. He does not speak for speak-
ing's sake. He does not gelieve in some
distant or possible conversion. Ho tries
fo get hold of the very men and women
before him, and to bring them thers and
then to the Saviour’s feet. It is seen at
once that he has been at this all his Mfe.
The anecdotes he tells are incidents in
his own career, and relate to persons with
whom he has been_ dealing urgently and
directly. There is 2 wonderful pathos in
real life. The faith which animated him
in entering on his labours for sonl-winn-
ing has grown stronger and stron%r
through his gathered experience. e
speaks in the power of that faith, and
Eolrlxsequenﬂy in the power of the Holy

ost,

Many minor things contribute to his
gnccess ; his good sense, his strong will,
Jbis quick decision, his faculty for organ-
ising, the union of Christians to welcome
and support him in his efforts, the eager
anticipation, the sympathy of numbers,
and other thirgs that might de mention-
ed. Ali of these have their value, but
we believe the real secret lies in his de-
votedness and faith, his directness and
simplicity, sll sustrined and rendered
efficacious by the sustaining power of the
Holy Spirit.—Euglish Pres.

The only way of conquering sin is to
fall wounded and helpless at the Redeem-
or's feet.— Fletchsr.

The serene, silent beavty of & holy life
is the most powerful influence in the
world, next to the might of the Spirit of
God. —Spurgeon.

THE KEED OF MISSIONARY
WORK.

1. The heathen are conscious of sin.
Their religious works contain affecting
confesgions of sins and yearning for de-
liverance,

2. The heathen feel the need of some
aatisfaction to be made for their sins.
They have devised many penances and
self-tortares, These do not give the con-
science peace.

3. The heathen need a DivineDeliverer,
ono who can make tke satisfaction and
inspire the peace.

4. There is & command in the New
Testament to go and disciple all the
heathen nations in the name of this De-
liverer.

5. This command emanates from tho
Supreme Authority.

6. This command is addressed to aR
living Christians in every age until every
haman being is converted.

7. The missionary spirit is the spirit
of Christ the soul or the church that does
not possess it is dead. .

8. 1Ii we love the person of Christ we
shall desire that His glory shall fill all
lands. .

9. Ifwe love the truth of Christ we
shall be intent on its proclamation till
every false religion is vanquisked by it.

10. Our Lineage is heathen. The mis-
sionary enterprize rescued usirom pagan-
ism. Gratitade for nur own emancipa-
tion a1 d love fer our brethren, the heath-
en of all countries, should move aus with
a mighty impulse to engage in the mis-
sion work.

11. Success is certain, the Lord has
promised it, the apostles illustrated it.

12. Daty, love, success—these are
three magic words. ILet us p the
idea they enggest, and pray antf work for
all men, at home and abroad, until the
church absorbs the whole world and rises
up into the milennial glory.—Henry 2f.
Scudder, D. D. in the Aprance.

If you would be humble and know
whay you waat Christ for, never think
how much you have done, but how much
you baveleft undose. On theotherhband,
make not what Christ has dooo for you a
pretense for doing less than you might.
—Rev. T'. Adams.

i,
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A PLEA FOR OTR BROT‘EEBS.
BY FLIZA CARROL SNELL'

If you saw your brother dying—
If you saw him all but lost—
Would you stop to think and reason?
Or to reckon up the cost?

Would you say your time was precious?
Would you turn from him away?

If he cr:ie(gy out: Brother, help me!’
Would you coldly answer: ‘Nay?

No; your heart would fill with pity;
You would give of all you have;

It by giving, you might rescue
Your poor brother from the grave.

Tell me; are not all men brethers?
Did not one God make us all?

Is there not one loving Father,
Watching over great and small?

Let us strive to help our brothers,
Groping in the gloom of sin:

He ghall wear a crown of glory,
Who to Christ one sounl shall win.

Let us try to save our brothers,
Let us hearken to their cries;
Jesus will reward our labors,
He will help us from the skies.

If ourselves we can not labor,
"Mongst our brothers far away;

YWe can help to send them others—
We can work, and watch, and pray.

When from ocean unto ocean,
Ev’ry msn shall know the Lord,
YWe shall then, indeed, be brothers,
Worshipping one gracious God.

The Power of Babit.

There was cnce a horsethat used to
ull around a swesp which lifted dirt
rom the depths of earth. He was kept

a$ the business for nearly twenty years,
until he became old, blind, and too stiff
in the joints to be of further use. So he
was turned into a pasiure, for left to crop
the grass without any one to @ist:rbor
bother him. But the furny thing abdut
the old horse wes that every morning, af.
ter grazing awhile, he would start ona
tramp, going round and round in a circle
just as he had been accustomed to do for
80 many years. He would keep it up for
hours, and people often stopped to look

and wonder what had got into the head
of the venerable animal to make him walk
around in such a solemn way when ther

was no earthly need of it.  But it was

the force of habit. And the boy who
forms bad or good habits in his yonth
will be led by them when he becomes old
and will be miserable or happy accord-

ingly.

A REMARKABLE TREE.

There is a singular tree in Cuba—the
yaguey-tree—that affords striking illus-
trations of the Erogrcss and fatality of
sin. This tree begins to grow at the top
ormidway of anotber tres. ‘The seedis car
ried.by a bird or wafted by théwind, and
falling into somemoist branching part,
takesroot and uge:dily be%‘nx to grow. It
sends alorg a kind of thin string-like
root down the body of the tree that is
occupied, which is soon followed by oth-
ers. In course of time these rootlin
strike the ground, and growth immediate-
ly commences upwaid. New rootlin
continué to be formad and get strength,
until theone tree grows as & net with the
other inside. The outside onc surronnds
and presses the inner; like a huge girdle
of anakes, strangling its life and and ang-
menting its own power. At last the tres
within 18 killed and the parasite that has
taken possession becomes itself the tree,
‘What a picture of the enslaving and fatal
power oi sinas it attaches itself to a man,
and with his consent is allowed. It may
have & small beginning, but soon binds
him as with cords, gains increasing mast-
tery, and presses upon his very life. He
is held in fetters by its power till at last
the #yrant] overcomes the victim, and
triurophs over its prey.

4 Little Highev than Tadpoles.

Thowias Carlyle bappened to be present
when & number of 40 called philosophers
and scieptifi: men were airing their opin-
ions, The doctrine of “‘evolution” had
been asserted with much coofidence ; and
under tho supposition that he was a sym-
patgizer, and not at all fettered by relig-
ious scmples, he was challenged to deliv-
er his opinion ae to thiz modern theory
cf the origin of man. Gathering himsclf
up, and’speaking in a .ore that silenced
laughter, Cailyle replied -

‘‘Gentlernen, you, make man & .ittle
higher than the fadpoles. I hold, with
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the prophe David—‘Thou madest him a
little lower than the angels.’ ’

God’s word teaches that man has fall-
en from a high estate, but offers him a
hope of rising again, and being made par-
takerof the Divine nature. Man's un-
belief says that man has climbed up from
the tadpole, and goes down again into
the dust of utter forgetfulness, and then
asks. Is such a life worth living?

The New Morning Star.

The American Board of Forcign Mis-
sions has had four vessels in its
its foreign service, the first being & small
craft of thirty-nine tons, which sailed
from Boston in January, 1826, reaching
Honolulu the next October, It was in
use some thirty years, when alarger ves-

- sel being needed, the first Morning Star
was built i 1856, the entire cost being
furnished by the Sunday-school children
of America. In 1866 she was sold and
her name changed to the Harriet Newell.
The present Morning Star, a vessel of
181 tons, was built at East Boston and
sailed in 1870. She isstill in use among
the Pacific Islands. This too was buailt
by the Sunday-school children. So much
have the Board’s missions increased in

. that gnarter, thata new vessel with ateam
power has been thought necessary, to
cost $45,000. Again the children bavs
been appealed to, and alceady $25,000
havecome in. The Board have decided
to build, and this will be the third Morn-
ing Star.—ZEvan.

WHAT A CHURCH MEANGS.

A crew of sailorawho, touse their own,
phrase, “Did not take any stock in mis-,
sions to the cannibals,” by = somewhat .
rough experience changed their mirnda.

Cruiging among one of these Pacific
groups their vessel struck- a reef and
foundered. There was no alternative
bat to take to the boats and row ashors,
although, according #o their information,
it wes a choice hotween the sharks and
the natives. The part of the coast where
they landed happening to bs uninhabid
ed, they hid themselves in a kollow until
it became nacessary Yo procore something
to eat, evon at the risk of being eatem
themselves. As length oneof the boldest
ventured to climb to the top of s hill,
where ho could look ovar into the popul-

ous valley beyond. All av ounce hls fear
stricken companions saw him spring to
his feet and swing his hat, shouting,
“Come ox, boys, I see a Church "

BEARING ONE AROTHER'S
BURDENS.

Dr. Boward Crosby speaks on bearing
one another’s burden thus :

“Sickness, ignorance, preplexity, and
bereavement are burdens which we can
alleviate. No matter how unworthy a
man may be, he should have our sym-
pathy if he is suffering. But some peo-’
ple get into the habit of talking sympathy
who never feel sympathy., They say
they are very sorry that Mrs. A——has
beon so unforthuate, and yet they takea
great deal of satisfaction in saying so.
They talk sympathetically with Mg;- B.
——, who has failed in business, and
hasten to his forced auction t6 buy his
new piano for $50, and bid a shilling par
yard on his Brussels carpet. They are
sorry Mrs. C—— is 80 poor, but they
pever buy anything at her shop without
beating down the price and making her
wait two or three months for the money.
No ill-timed curiosity, on unseemly of-
ficiousness carries the Christian to the
house of mowrning. His lips bear no
frigid axioms. He may be cheerful, nay.
he ought to be cheerful, but with a cheer-
fulness that is not incomnpatble with
sympathy and sorrow.

MENTALEFFORTEHEALTHFUL

A correspondent says on this subject :
After anexperience of thirty years in call-
eges, L have to say that 1 bave never
known or heardof a break-downin health
thet counld be traced to study. Iknowa
few that were cauzed by rum, and a few
more that had their cavse in the kitchen,
T broke down myself in the last way.,
Daring the last thirty yaars I have hngl,
itually done five times a3 much mental
work daily as I did in college, and Ihave
found my brain-work healthful. ¥ he-
ther boysare to sindy Latin or German,
they must be judiclously fed, and led to
form wholesomeghabits in eating. Chron-
io indigestions must be promptly treated,
just a3 the cases of other people: But I
am confiident that there is no. hezlthier
work in the world than brain-work for
boys or men.—Sel,
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Britain.

Of 171 students in attendance at the
Free Church $raining ~ollege, Edinburgh,
150 are pledged abstainers.

An organ, the first in the Free Church
in Scettand, has been erected in Strath.
blane church, in the Presbdtery of Dun-
barton. —

The Duke ot Westminister continues to
close public houses on his property in
London as the leases fall in. Already be-
tgeen forty and fifty have heen suppres-
ed.

The income of tho United Presbyterian
Church of Scotland for foreign missions
during the year just closed has been £31,
224. The English Presbyterians during
the same period raisedg for their China
mission £8,000.

There are 125 licensed distilleries in
Scotland, to say nothing of the illicit
stills that are in active operation Ar-

leshirs heads the list with thirty-five

isillories. Last from Cambletown
alone 1,400,000 gallons of whisky were
exported.

When the London Missionary Herald
of she British Baptists Jately announcsd
that the Society had decided to send four-
teon new missionaries to Ching, the whole
of the $10,000 required was contributed
by frends in Bristol.

On a recent public cccasion Sir Alex-
ander Arbuthnot, K. C. S. I, said, *“the
working classes alone spent on drink
moro than the entire agriculture rent of
the kingdom, and that this fact conveys
a melancholy and stsxtling picture of the
existing state of things.”

The Prezbyterian Church of England
is making o special effort to raise a fund
of £25,000 to eucourage and aid local
movements for the formation of congre-
gations and the building of churches. It
1s proposed, if poasible, to raise the £25,-
630 in five years. .

Asia.

The older churches of Amoy, China,
in connsction with tho London Missjon-
a&y Society, have begun missienary oper- |
ations on their own account.

The converts Iast year in Japan were

almost o5 many as during the first twen-
ty years of missionary work in that lsud.

In the church edifice at Komatsu, Ja-
pan, are two hundred’stones which were
once used as missiles against the Chris-
tian missionaries when they first began
work in that city.

The Rev. D. Clough, of the Telugu
mission of the Baptist Missionary Union,
the mission where there have been such
wonderful accessions to the church since
the g:eat famine year in India, has re-
turped to this country. Last year there
were about 2,300 admitted to the
churches.

Looking out upon the mission field of
Northern Persia we see forty missionar-
ies accupying the chief centres, and about
a hundred stations clusteted around.
There are nearly two hundred native as-
sistants aiding to man these centres and
out-stations, snd aearly two thousand
communicants located at these points, so
25 to form an excellent leaven: for the
whole mass. Ang there is an open door
to the gespel in every houss in ali this
great field. —Phil. Press.

Europe.

The Free Church Presbytery of Italy is
to bnild a church edifice adjoining the
Barberini Palace in Rome.

There is less liberty in Turkey for
Protestant missione than formerly. The
Sultan seems embittered against other
nations, and is also placing greater re-
strictions than formerly upon hissubjeets
;Vht;! profess the Armenien or Kesiorian
eith. :

Besides her seventy seven mission sta»
tions in the Indisn Peninsulz, Elba and
Sicily, the Waldersian Church has now
two representatives in Sonth America ;
ane is among the heathen in Sonth Afri-
ca; and now Switzerland invites hel
from them iogthe castons of Ticino an
the Grisons, who are Italian in speech, if
not in nationality.

Pasteur Flieduner, of Madrid, Sg):;in, it
making an esrnest appeal for the Protes-
tant Church in‘Sprin—sas he terms it, the
youngest and feeblest child of the Refor-
mation. The very words he uees in his
appeals—Protestant students—is indica-
tive of & mighty trinmph when young
mea of education and statns will go
through a university course to fit them
for preaching the gospel, and holdly avew
themselves Protestanto.— Phil. /'res.
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While the Mormon problem is being
divcussed by the politicians and moralists
of the United States, the different sec-
tio.s of the Church are not remaining in-
active. Among the adherents of Mor-
monism in Utah are 50,000 of Scandinav-
ian and Lutheran stock. A special effort
is being made to restore them to Chrisdi-
anity. Ths Presbyterians are working
through Norwegian evangelists. The
Methodists have appainted a Norwegian
missionary to Salt Lake, where he has er-
rected & church edificc and opened a
school. The Swedish Lusherians have
sent a minister who has gathered a con-
gregation, and a Danish Lutheran clergy-
man will soon commence operations, —Sel.

THE IMPORTANCE OF LIITLE
THINGS.

*All the external details of & holy life
msy be divided into great and little
bhings. ‘We are wont to class amongst
the first snch good works as meet the oys
—the conversion of souls, teaching and
greaching. visiﬁn%)})erzons and hospitals,

ounding charitable institutions, also
great fervour in religious exercises, un-
sparing fatigne in the glory of God, or
wawonted austerity.

Then, there are what ws eall little
things, such as punctualbity, modesty,
watgfulness over the senses, diligent ob-
gervance of rule, perfect obedience, agen-
tle voice, even a staid habit of moving,
of sitting® the power of keeping from rest-
lessness, of shutting doors guistly, and
numberless littls {rifles.

Now, most people think & great deal
of those greater matters, while they neith-
er prize nor practise these which they
eall litile thx‘ng; not unfpequently, in-
deed, wa hear those who study such trifles
accosed of narrow minds or excessive
gcrupie, but it is a great mistake to fanoy
thet attention to trifles in the spiritual
life is unnecessary, or that God’s glory is
only promoted in great thingst it is often
barder to serve Him well in seering
trifles than in those we call great.

It requires far more vigour and energy
to conguer one's self in little things than
in some great matter, which, occurring
perhaps but opce in a lifetime, ‘calls fort!
all one’s courage and resolution, whereas
little things are continually pressing on
us, requiring a sustained efiort. Panciu-
slity, self possession, modesty, are equal-
Iy duities 2t all times, and there is no
dignity or excitement about thens to car-

A

' gerous villain ; abuse:

ry us over the defficulty.

Then, again, there is but little external
help in the victory we obtain in such
natters ; there is neither oredit nor fame
to be won by them, while the more showy
oxternal works are known and praised of
men. Besides, there is & good deal of
weariness and vexation attending a dili-
gent persoverance in these seemingly
trifling matters. It is movements and
wandering glances, to keep watch over
our tongue, and practise strict self-con-
trol in & number of minute details , there
is nothing to gratify self-love in such pet-
ty aims. It is far barder to bear than
to act, and thus & holy man hath said
that ‘‘endurance is the perfection of
streagth.” .

Great oscasions, of conquering self arc
rare ; real persecutions, profound humili-
ations, excessive toil or privation, come
bui rarely, and do notinvolve entire sub-
jection of self-will as the never-ending
daily duties of Christian life ; according-
ly, we find people who have achieved
some hard thing giving way weakly un.
der trifles 5 y to perform great extern-
al works, but incapabla of endaring a life-
of rule ; practising sgvere bodily aunster-
ities, but giving undue licence to their
tongue ; bearing real persecution, but
keenly sensitive 8o a sharp word, Such
persons may go bravely through severe-
temptations, and fall helplessly under
some trifling asseult ; they will dream
great things of sll they would bear, even
to death for God’ssake, thereby fostering.
vanity and self-conceit, and all the while
they cannot put up with & disagreesble
remark. Nodoubt it is easier to make
ono rare great efiort thav to keep up the-
ceaseless stra; le.aigainat sclf involved in
what ave called little things.— Pryes.

. The London Church Missionary Socie-

by reports that & bribe of £5000 was re-

fused by a native Christian in India. His

old invalid aunt came and embraced his

feet saying, **I will give 50,000 rupees to

you this moment if yon will only comie-
with me and promise not to bo a Chris-

tian.”- He answered her,”*‘ I cannot sell

my soul for money.”

N —

The worst things are the gbuse and
perverted dpplication of good thin
Abuseed intellectnal gifts make the dan-
I d sensibilities make
the accomplished tewiper ; abused affec
tions engender the keenest of all mizery.
—HcCosk. ‘



126

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

Tue PrespyTeriaNy Review for April
is vo hand, and contnins the following
articles:—

I. Rev. Dr. James Richards and his
Theology by Prof. R. B. Welch,

2. The Ontological Argument for the
Divine Existence by Prof. Wm. G. T.
St e U f the Apocalypse b

3. ¢ Unity of the Apocalypse
Rev. B.B. Warfield. pocaypse Y

5. The Consensus of the] Reformed
Confessions, by Prof. A. A. Hodge.

5. Dr. Stanton on *‘Healing through
Faith,” by Rev. Dr. Vincent.

6. Notes and Notices.

7. Reviews of Recent Theological
Literature,

The present number like those of the
t comes freighted with rich and valu-
able matter. Each article bas its points
of special excellence. Dr. Hodge's article
is timely in these days of agitation for
new and shorter creeds, and the name of
the author is in itself a guarantee of the
high character of the work. Dr. Vincent’s
reply to the article of Dr. Stanton on
‘T“)aitb Cure,” which appesred in the
January issue of the Review, and which
from its point of view was an able advo-
cacy of ‘‘Healing throngh Faith,” is
*‘weighty and powerful.”
Nores AND NOTICES consists of a series
of short and valuable articles on current
Theological sabjects.

Review oF RECEXT THEoLOGICAL LiT
ERATURE cover25pages,and containscriti-
cal notices of all the more important lit-
erary works recently published more espe-
cially those of a Theological character.
These reviews ave of great value to Bible
Students as a guide to the purchase of
books.

The Presbyterian Review is published
by Anson Randolph & Co., New York.
Price $3.00 per annum, 80 cents per num-
ber.

»

e picture death as coming to destroy,
let us rather picture Christ as coming t»
save. We think of death as, endiug, let
uns rather think of lifc as_beginning, and
that more abundantly. ‘We think of los-
ing ; let us think-of gaining. We think
of parting ; let us think of meeting. We
think of ic-z!ilng away : let us think of ar-
riving, d as the voice of death whis-

exs, ** You muet go from earth,” let us
Eear the voice of Christ saying,  You

are but coming to Me"—Normen Mc- |

Leod.

HEARING AND DOIRG.

A poor woman once went to hear a sor-
mon in which the minister spoke of false
weights and measures, and tho sin of us-
ing them. Being questioned as to what
she remembered of the sermon, she said
she had forgotten much that was said.
“But,” sho added, ‘‘one thing I r«memb-
ered—I remembered to go home and burn
my bushel.” So should we burn, or root
out, oursins that areexposed in the Word.
Let us bloss God ior the faithful Word,
receive it in our hearts, obey it continu-
ally, and set it forth in lives of practical
piety.

A mother had taught her little girl to
pray for her father. Suddenly that fath-
er was removed by death. Xneelingin
her sorrow at her mother's side at, even-
ing the child hesitated, her voice faltered
and glancing into her mother’s eyes she
sobbad, ‘O mother ! I cannot leave him
all out. Let me say, ‘Thank God I had
a dear father once,” so I can keep him in
my }muyers.” How aweetly ehe henored
her father’s memory by her tender love.

Christianity isnot an insurance oper-
ation, simply to take carc of & man when
he dies. 1t isto teach us how tolive.—
Rev. Dr. Meredith.

“The Maritime Presbyterian,

A MONTHLY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO
CHRISTIAN WORK,
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BOOX NOTICES.

A CuristiaNy Home,—How to make
and to maintainit, by Rev. John Hall
D. D, New York. Published by the
American School Union, 1122 Chestnub
St. Philadelphia, 10 Bible House New
York., Price $1.00. or gilt $150, This
is one of the beat and most useful of the
many books that are streaming from the
Christian press of the presont day. The
name of the writer is in itself a guarantes
of the excsllence of the work. It consists
of twelve chapters. I. The family. Its
early history, II. The New Testament
light in the home, III. The Ethivs of
the home, IV. Wise Choice, V. Mu.
tual help and care, VI. The lights and

shadows of home life, VII. Developr ent-

of the family life, VIII, Heme govirn-
ment and training, TX. The worship of
the Homs, X. Secondary elerents
(frionda &c. ) in the true home life XI.
Enemies of the home, XII, Our Futhers
House, the heavenly house. The titles
of tae chapters, however, give but a poor
idea of the book which in its fullness,
comprehends all that relates to making
and maintaining the Christian home.
It speaks the ‘‘words of the wise,”
about marriage and married life, about
the daty of children to parents and pa-
rents to children, about home life in all
its aspects. It treats of things zeculsr,
and things Spiritual. There is scarcolg
a step in life connected in any way wip
home, but theve is here o word in season
concerning it. If there were a copy in
?very family, ‘“the world would be better
or it.”

Late isenes of the Presbyterian
Board of Publication, sold by MacGregor
& Knight, are, .

Uniry Dopee,—by Kate W, Hamilton,

a story of a motherless little girl in hum-

bls life, who in spite of many difficulties
followed her saviour and did a good work.
It is a picture of the practical ontcome of
the religion of Jesus, showing that His
gervice consists not in seeking great
thingsbutin doing faithfully “that which
our band findeth to do,” Prics $1.25.
Ovr GRORGE, or how to grow -wise,
laugh, listen, ask questions, remembbr,
by %1:3. Helen E.Brown, author of Little
lights, Beautifal bands, a good stery for
boys. Onein which the story does not
crowd out of sight the teaching which it
js intended to give, Price 83 cents.
Lrrrie HANS AND HI3 BIBLE LEAF, by
_ Franz Hoffman, translated from the Ger-
man byLouise Seymour Houghton, author
of David Livingstone. ‘The Sabbath

month &o, a story of the conversion and
reformation of a headstrong German boy.
Price $1.00.

RESPECTABLE KILLING
TRADE.

There is an old fable that seys an Irish
minjster was riding along one day, when
he wet Satan, who wanted to make a
bargein with him for his soul, and prom-
ised he would do any three things the
minister required as his part of the agree-
raent, if the minister would surrender.
They came to terms, so the fable “goes,
and Satan asked, “What is the first
thing

“I want you to make 2 road through
that bog. I have to travel around it and
it is very diesageeabls.”

At the end of & month Satan roported
that the first condition was fulfilled, and
a road has been made through the hither-

to iapa.ssable bog.

‘“‘Now,” aaid the minister, ‘I want you
to makea road through that high and
steep monntain. I have to drive over it
and it is hard travelling.”

The fable says that Satan made the
road and cams and told the minister, aud
asked him what was now the third to be
done.

“I want you, ” said the minister,” to
find me a good Christisu man that keeps
a liquor saloon.”

“You've ‘got me there, old fellow 1"
said Satan. *“‘That's something I can’t
do. There never was such a person.”

So Satan was defeated. and the minis-
tpr got the best of the bargain. But Sa-
tan told the truth ; a man of good Chris-
tian chagacter has to be found in business
somewhere outside of a lignor saloon.
That's so. The two things don’t go so-
gether.—Sel,

———

Our life must be given to God, as well
as our heart ; it is not giving too mach to
give Him both, —Fenelon.

Four things come not back—the spok-
en word, the sped arrow, the past life
the neglected opportunity, —Hazliett.

As 2 needle in & compass trembles till
it settlesin the north, so the heart ofa
sinner can have 1o rest but in Christ.—
Dyer, ‘
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TRAINING CEILDREN.

Wo sometimes hearit said: ‘¥ don,t
want to compelm child toattend church;
I am afraid 1% will give him a distaste for
it whon he grows up;"” and by the samo
rule, for tue same reason, the reading of
tho Bible, the Sabbath-school lesson and
the obsorvance of the Sabbath aro not re-
-quired.

It is tobe romarked, however. that the
principle, or theory, is not applied to the
work of the public school, tho kouso, the
farm; the shop. Oh the other hand, it is
thought thatthestudy, the work, thooccu-
pation of carly life, is that which will be
most likely to engage the attention and £ll
the ideal of the grown man or woman.
"The mother who requires and compels her

-daughter to spend two hours a day at the.

iano, doss no# require her to apend an
gour and & half in the house of God, in
-attendanocs upon public worahip, for “‘fsar
she will not love togo to church when zhe
is grown up."” The father who requires his
son to follow .2 plow or handle s mechanic’s
tools during the six days of the week, is
fearful that, if required to attend the Sab-
bath-School, or the pnblic worship of the
Sabbath, he may get = distaste for it.
And so the daughter and the son grow up
with no love for God’s house, no idea of
the sacredness of holy time, no knowledge
of God's holy word; and father and mother
perbaps wonder how it can be, and mourn
over tie waywardness of their children,
asking brethien wnd sisters to pray for
them,

Mrs. Harriet Beecher shows the fallacy
-of the theory that a strict observance of
the Sabbath begets a distaste for it, when,
speaking of the strictness with which it
was formerly observed in New Engalnd,
to the question whether it did not beget
such a distaste, she replies ¢* No, it did
:not,” and adds. .

““The effect cf the system was to ingrain
into our character a veneration for the
Sabbath which no friction of after-life
would ever efface. Ihaveliveu to wander
inmany climates and foreign lands whers
the Sabbath is an unknown name, or
+rhereit is onlyrecogaized by noisy mirth;
but never has the cfay returned without
bringing with it a breathing of religious
awe, ond even a yearning for the nunbroken
stillnessand the simple devotion of the
Puritan Sabbath. .

Prayer is not conquering God's reluc
tance but taking holdof God's willingness.
—Phillips Brooks.

|
l

ONLY OXE DAY AT A TIMRE.

A cortain lady met with a very seriovs
accident, which necessitated a very pain-
ful Jurgical operation and many months’
confinement to bed. When the physician
had dene his work and was abont taking
his leave, the patient dsked, * Doctor,
hew long shall I have to lie here help-
lesg?” +“Oh, only one day af a time,*
was the cheery answer : and the poor suf-
ferer was not only comforted for the mno-
menk, but many times during the sue-
eeeding weeks did the thought, **Oaly
one day at a time,” comse back with its
guieting influence. [ think it was 8ydney

mith who recommended taking ¢‘short
views” as a good safeguard against need-
less worry; and One, far wiser than he,
aaid ; ““ Take, therefore, no thought for
the morrow. Sufficierit unto the day is
the evll thegeof.”—Selected.

+ CLOSE QUESTIONS.

Your tempers—how are they? Do
yon become impatient under trial, fretful
when chided or crossed, angry, revenge-
ful when injured, vain when flattered,
proud when prospered, complr.ining when
seemingly forsaken, unkind whennegleot-
¢d? Are you subject to discontent, to am-
bition, to¥selfishness ? - Are you worldly,
covetous of righes, of vain pomp and par-
ade, of indulgznce, of honour or ease?
Are you unfee%ing,contemptuous ofothers,
seeking your own, hoasters, proud, lovers
of your own selves? Beware ! These are
the sedimeats of the old nature. Nay, if
they exist in you, in however small a de-
gree, they are demonstrative that the old
man of sin is not dead. It will be a sad
mistake if you detect these evils within,
and yet close your eyes to them, and eon-
tinne to make professions of holiness.
These are not infirmities ; they are indi.
cations of want of grace.— Bishop Foster,

Dr. Deems, of New York is authority
for the following :—*Last week a gay
and beautiful actress was soliciting a
member of our church to attend her per-
formance. When the lady positively re.
fused en the groutd that as a church-
momber she could not go, the youngase. |
tresaapplauded her and made the state-
ment that whenever she was on the
boards aud saw & church-member in the
bouse she despised that person as a hypo-
crite, ’



