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“I» I FORGET THER, O JERUSALEXN ! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HEH CUNNING.'—Ps, 137, v. &

Sermon,
By the Rev. Alexander Vinet.

“Things which have not entered into the heart
of man.”’~—1 Cer., 11. 9.

“1 do not comprehend, therefore I do not
believe,” ¢ ‘'Lhe Gospel is full of mysteries,
therefore I do not receive the Gospel ;"
Such is nue of the favorite arguments of in-
fidelity. "o see how much is made of this,
and what confidence it inspires, we might be-
lieve it solid, or, at least specious; but #t is
neither the one mor the other; it will not
bear the slightest attention, the most superfi-
cial examination of reason ; and if it still en-
joys some favor in the world, this is but a
proof of the lightness of our judgments upon
things worthy of our moat serious attention,

Upon what, in fact, does this argument
rest? Upon tha claim of comprehending
everything in the religion whieh God Ias
offered or could offer us. A claim equally
unjust, unreasonable, useless, This we pro-
ceed to develop.

1. In the first place, it is an unjust claim.
It is to demand of God what He does not
owe us. 'U'o prove this, let us suppose that
God has given a religion to man, and let us
further suppose that religion to be the Gos-
pel: for this absolutely changes nothing to
the argument. We may believe that God
.was free, at least wiia reference to us, to give
us or not to give us a religion; but it must
be admitted that in granting it he contracts
engagements to us, and that the first favor

lays Him under a necessity of conferring
13
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other favors. For this is merely aaying thag
God must be consistent, and that he finishey
what he has begun. Since it is by a writter:
revelation He muanifests his designs respect-
ing us, it is necessary He should fortify that
revelation by all the autliority which would
at least determine us to receive it; it is ne-
cessary He should give us the means of judg-
ing whether the men who speak to us in His
name are really sent by Him; in a word, it
is necessary that we should be assured that
the Bible is truly the Word of God.

It would not indeed be necessary that the
conviction of each of us should be gained by
the same kind of evidence. Some shall be
led to Christianity by the historical or exter-
nal arguments; they shall prove to them-
selves the truth of the Bible as all history is
proved ; they shall satisfy themselves that
the books of which it is composed are cer-
tainly those of the times and of the authors
to which they are ascribed. This settled,
they shall compare the prophecies in these
ancient documents with the events that have
happened in subsequent ages ; they shall as-
sure themselves of the reality of the miracu-
lous facts related in these books, and shall
thenee infer the necessary intervention of
Divine power, which alone disposes the
forces of naturs, and can alone interrupt or
modify their action. Others, less fitted for
such investigations, shall be struck with the

internal evidence of the Holy Scriptures.

Finding there the state of their souls per-
feetly described, their wants fully expressed,
acd the true remedies for their maladies
completely indicated ; struck with a character
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of trath and candor which nothing can jmi. .
tate, in fine, feeling themselves in their inner
nawre moved, changed, renovated by the
mysterious influence of these 1loly Writings,
they shall acquire, by such means, a convic-
tion of which they cannot always give an ac-
count to others, but which is not the less
legitimate, irresistible,and immoveable. Such
is the double road by which an eatrance is
gained into the asylum of faith. Bul it was
due from the wisdom of God, from His jus-
tice, ond, we venture to say it, from the
honor of His government, that lHe should
open to man this double road; for, if He
desired man to be saved by knowledge, on
the same principle He engaged Himself to
furnish him the means of knowledge.
Beiold whence come the obligations of the
Deity with reference to us—which obligations
He has fulfilled. Tuter on this double me-
thod of proof. Interrogate history, time and
places, respecting the authenticity of the
b‘cri{nures; grasp all the difficulties, sound
all the objections ; do not permit yourselves
to be too easily convinced; be the more se-
vere upon that book, as it professes to con-
tain the sovereign rule of your life and the
disposal of your destiny; you are permitted
to do this, nay, you are encouraged to do it,
provided you proceed to the investigation
with the requisite capacities and with pure
intentions. Or, if you prefer another me-
thod, examine, wit?x an honest heart, the
coutents of the Scriptures; inquire, while

you run over the words of Jesus, if ever man
spake like this Man; {nquire if the wauts of
your soul, long deceived, and the desires of
vour spirit, long cherished in vain, do not, in
the teaching and work of Christ, find that
satisfaction and repose which no wisdom was
ever able to procure; breathe, if I may ex-
press myself thus, that perfume of truth, of
candor and purity, which exhales from every
page of the Gospel; see if in all these re-
spects, it does not bear the undeniable seal
of inspivation and divinity. Finally, test it,
and if the Gospel produces upon you a con-
trary effect, return to the books and to the
wisdom of men, and ask of them what Christ
has not been able to give you.

But if, neglecting these two ways made ac-
cessible to you, and trodden by the feet of
ages, you desire, before all, that the Christian
religion should, in every point render itself
comyrehensible to your mind, and compla-
cently strip itself of all mysteries; if you
wish to penetrate beyond the veil, to find
there not the aliment which gives life to the
soul, but that which would gratify your rest-
less curiosity, I maintain that you should
raide against God a claim the most indiscreet,
the most rash and unjust; for He has never
engaged, either tacit{y or expressly, to dise
cover to you the secret which your eye
craves; ard such audacious importunity is
fit only to excite His indignation. He has

given you what He owed you, more indeed !
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thlnfn He owed you;—the rest is with Him-
sell,

If a claim so unjust could bhe admitted,
where, I ask you, would be the limit of your
demands?  Already you require more from
God than He has accorded to angels; for
these eternal mysteries which trouble you—
the harmony of Divine prescience with hue
man freedom—the origin of evil and its inef
fable remedy—the incarnation of the eternal
Wonb—the relations of the God-man with
His Father—the atoning virtue of His saeri-
fice—the regenerating efficacy of the Spirit.
comforter~all these things are secruts, the
knowledge of which is hidden from angels
themselves, who, according to the words of
the Apostle, stoop to explore their depths,
and cannot.

If you reproach the Iiternal for having
kept the knowledge of these Divine myster-
ies to Himself, why do you not reproach Him
for the thousand other limits He has pre-
scribed to you? Why not reproach Him for
not giving you wings like a bird, to visit the
regions, which till now, have been scanned
only by your eyes? Why not reproach Him
for not giving you, besides the five scnses
with which you are provided, ten other
senses which He has perhaps granted to
other creatures, and which procure for them
perceptions of which you have no idea?
Why not, in fine, reproach Him for having
caused the darkness of night to succeed the
brightness of day invariably on enxth? Ah!
you do not reproach Him for that. You love
that night which brings rest to so many fa.
tigued bodies and weary spirits ; which sus-
pends, in so many wretches, the feeling of
grief;—that night, during which orphans,
slaves, and criminals cease to be, because
over all their misfortunes and sufferings it
spreuds, with the opiate of sleep, the thick
veil of oblivion; you love that night which,
peopling the deserts of the heavens with ten
thousand stars, not known to the day, reveals
the infinite to our ravished imagination.

Well, then, why do you not, for a similar
reason, love the night of divine mysteries—
night, gracious and salutary, in which reason
humbles itself, and finds refreshment and
repose; where the darkness even is revela-
tion; where ane of the principal attributes of
God, immensity, discovers itself much more
fully to our mind ; where, in fine, the tender
relations IIe has permitted us to form with
Himself, are guarded from all admixture of
familiarity by the thought that the Being who
has humbled Himself to us, is, at the snme
time, the inconceivable God who reigns before
all time, who includes in himself all existences
and all conditions of existence, the centre of
all thought, the law of all law, the supreme
and final reason of everything! so that if you
are just, instead of reproaching Him with the
secrets of religion, you will bless Him that
He has enveloped you in mysteries.

2. But this cleim is not only anjust toward
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Godl; it is also in itself exceedingly unrea-{together; but cach of these truths has a rela-

sonable.

tion to the infinite; and by consequence bor-

What is religion? It is God putting Him- ! ders on a mystery, low should it be other-
se}f in communication with man; the Creator | wise in religion, wheu it is thus in natare
with the creature, the infinite with the flmte. | itseif? Behold God n ~ature! The more
There already, without going further, 15 a! He gives vs to contemplace, the more He
mystery; a mystery common to all religions, | gives to estonish us. To each creature is
impenetrable in all religions. If, then, every- | attached some mystery. A grain of sand is

thing which is a mystery offends you, you
are arrested on the threshold, I will not say
of Christianity, but of every religion; I say,
even of that religion which is enlled natural,
because it rejects revelation and miracles;
for it necessarily implics, at the very least,
a connection, a communication of semie sort
between God and man—the contrary being
equivalent to atheism. Your claim prevents
iou from having any belief; and because you

ave not been wiliing to become Christians,
it will not allow you to be Deists.

1t is of no consequenc,” they say, *we

pass over that difficulty ; we suppose hetween
God and us connections we cannot conceive ;
we admit them because they are necessary to
us. But this is the only step we are willin
to take: we have already ylelded too much
to yield more.” Say more—sny you have
granted too much rot to have granted much
more, not to grant all! You have consented
to admit, without comprehending it, that
there may be communications from God to
you, and from you to God. But consider
well what is implied in such a supposition.
It implies that you are dependent, and yet
free—this you do not comprehend ;—it im-
plies that the Spirit ot God can make Itself
understood by your spirit—this you do not
comprehend ;—it implies that your prayers
may exert an influence on the will of God—
this you do not comprehend. It is necessary
vou should receive all these mysteries, in or-
der to establish with God connections the
most vague and superficial, and by the very
side of which atheism is placed. And when,
by a powerful effort with yourselves, you
have done so much as to admit these myste-
ries, you recoil frum those of Christianity!
You have acoepted the foundation, and refuse
the superstructure! You have accepted the
principle, and refuse the details! You are
right, no doubt, so soon as it is proved to
you that the religion which contains these
mysteries does not come from God; or ra-
ther, that these mysteries contain contradic-
tory ideas. But you are nat justified in de-
nying them, for the sole reason that you do
not understand them ; and the reception you
have given to the first kind of mysteries com-
vels you, by the same rule, to receive tho
others,
. 'Thisisnatall, Not only ave mysteries an
inseparable part, nay, the very substance of
all religion, but it is absolutely impossible
that a true religion shovld not present a great
number of mysteries. If it is true, it ought
to teach more truths respecting God and Di-
vine things than any ather, thun all athers

an abyss! Now, if the manilestation which
God has made of Himself in nature suggests
to the observer a thousand questions which
cannot be answered, how will it be, when to
that first revelation, another is added; when
God the Creator and Preserver reveals Him-
self under new aspects as God the Reconciler
and Saviour? Shall not mysteries multiply
with discoveries? With each new day shall
we not see associated a new night? And
shall we not purchase each inerease of know-
iledge with an incresse of ignorance? Has
not the doctrine of grace, so nceessary, so
consoling, alone opened a profound abyss,
into which, for eighteen centuries, rash and
restless spirits have been constantly plung-
ing?
T is, then, clearlv necessary that Christi-
anity should, more than any other religion,
he mysterious, simply because it is so true.
Like mountains, which, the higher they are,
cast the larger shadows, the Gospel is the
more obscure and mysterious on account of
its sublimity, After this, will you be indig-
nant that you do not comprehend everything
in the Gospel? 1t would, forsooth, be a tru-
ly surprising thing if the ocean could not be
held in the hollow of your hand, or uncre-
ated wisdom within the limits of your intelli-
gence! It would be truly unfortunate if a
finite* being could not embrace the infinite,
and that, -in the vast assemblage of things
there shonld be some idea heyond its grasp !
1n other words, it would be truly unfortunate
if God Himself should know something that
man does not know!

Let us acknowledge, then, how insensate
is such a claim when it is made with refer-
ence to religion.

But let us also recollect how much, in
making such a claim, we sholl be in opposi-
tion to ourselves; for the submission we dis~
like in religion, we cherish in a thousand
other things, It happens to us every day to
admit things we do not understand, and to
do so without the least repugnance. The
things, the knowledge of which is refused us,
ave much more numerous than we perhaps
think. Few diamonds are perfectly pure;
still fewer truths are perfectly clear. "The
union of our soul with our body is a mystery
~—our most fanjiliar emotions and afiections
are a mystery—the action of thought and of
will is a mystery—our very existence is a
mystery. Why do we admit these_various
facts?  Is it because we understand them?
No, certainly, but because they are self-evi-
dent, and because they are truths by which,
we live, Inreligion, we have no other course.




118

10 take. We ought to know whether it is ! tion is necessarily attached to the incarnatioy,
true and necessary; and once convinced of

these two points, we ought, like the angels,
1o submit to the necessity of being ignorant
of some things, And why do we not submit
cheerfully to a privation which, after all, is
not one?

3. To desivee the knowledge of mysteries
is to desire what is utterly wuseless; it is to
raise, as 1 have said before, a claim the most
vain and idle.  What, in referehice to us, is
the object of the Gospel? Evidently to re-
generate and save us. But it attains this end
wholly by the things it reveals. Of what
use would it be to know those it conceals
from us? We possess the knowledge which
can enlighten our conscicnce, rectify our in-
elinations, renew our hearts; what should we
gain if we possessed other knowledge? It
infinitely concerns us to know that the Bible
is the word of God—does it equally concern
us to know in what way the holy wen that
wrote it were moyed by the loly Ghost?
It is of infinite moment to us to know that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God—need we
know precisely in what way the Divine and
buman natures are united in His adorable
person? It is of infinite importance for us
to know that unless we are born again we
cannot enter the kingdom of God, and that
the Moly Spirit is the Author of the new
birth—shall we be farther advanced if we
know the Divine process by which that won-
der is performed? Is it not enough to know
the truths that save? Of what use, then,
would it he to know those which have not
the slightest bearing on our salvation?
#Though I know all mysteriss,” says St.
>aul, # and have not charity, I am nothing.”
St. Paul was content not to know, provided
he had charity ; shall not we following his
example, be content also without knowledge,
provided that, like him, we have charity, that
1s to say, life ?

But some will say, “If the knowledge of
mysteries is really without influence on our
salvation why have they been indicated to us
at all? What if it should be to teach us
not to be too prodigal of our whercfores?
If it should be to serve as an exercise of our
faith, a test of our submission? But we will
not stop with such a reply.

Observe, I pray you, in what manner the
mysteries of which you complain have taken
their part in religion. You readily pergeive
they are not by themselves, but assaciated
with truths which have a direct bearing on
vour salvation. ‘They contain them, they
serve to envelop them; but they are not
themselveg the truths that save. It is with
these mysteries as it is with the vessel that
contains o medicinal draught—it is not the
vessel that cures, hut the draught; yet the
draught could not be presented without the
vessel. Thus each truth that savesis con-
tained in a mystery which, in itself, has-no
power to save, So the great work of expia-
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- of the Son of Gad, which is 2 mystery; se
| the sanctifving graces of the new covenant
:arc necessarily connected with the efliuence
{of the 1loly Spivit, which is u mystery: so,

1 too, the divinity of religion finds a seal and.
I attestution in the miracles, which are myster-.

ies. Evervwhere the light is born from
These two orders of truth are so uiited, so

one without the uther, and each of the mys-
teries you attempe to tear from religion would
carry with it one of the truths which bear
directly on your regeneration and salvation.
Accept the mysteries, then, not as truths
which can save you, but as the necessary
conditions of the merciful work of the Lord
in vour behalf,

'The true point at issue in reference to reli-
gion is this: Does the religion which is pro-
posed to us, change the heart, unite to God,
prepave for heaven? If Christianity pro-
duces these effects, we will leave the ene-
mies of the aross free to revolt against its
mysteries, and to tax them with absyrdity.
The Gospel, we will say to them, if then an
absurdity ; you have discovered it. But be-
hold what a new species of absurdity that
certainly is, which attaches man to all his
duties, regulates human life better than all
the doctrines of sages, plants in his bogom
harmouy, order, and peace, causes him joy-
fully to 1ulfil all the offices of civil life, ren-
ders him batter fitted to live, better fitted to
die, and which, were it generally received,
would he the support and safeguard of soci-
ety! Cite to us, among all human absurdi-
ties, a single one which produces such effects.
If that * foolishness* we preach produces ef-
fects like these, is it not natural to' conclude
that it is trutl. itself? And if these things
have not entered the heart of man, it is not
hecause they are alisurd, but because they are
Divine.

Make, my readers, but a single reflection,
You are obliged to canfess that none of the
religions which man may invent can satisfy
his wants or save his soul. ‘Thereupon you
have & choice to inake. You will either reject
them all as insufficient and false, and seek
for nothing better, since man carnot invent
better, and then vou will abandon to chance,
to caprice of temperament or of opinion, your
moral life aud future destiny; or you will
adopt that other religion which some treat as
folly, and it will render you holy and pure,
blameless in the midst of 4 parverse genera-
tion, united to God by love, and to your
brethren by charity, indefatigable in doing
good, happy in-life, happy in death. Sup-
pose, after all this, you shall be told that this
religion is false; but, meanwhile, it has re-
stored in you the image of God, re-established
vour primitive connections with that great
Deing, and put you in a condition to enjoy

life and the happiness of heaven, By means

darkness, and darkness accompanies the light.

linked together, that you cannot remove the -
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of it you have become such that, at the last
day, it i3 impossible that God shonld not re-
ceive you as His children and make you pare
takers of Iis glory. You are made fit for
paradise, nay, paradise is commenced for
you even here, because you love, ‘This reli-
gion has done for you what all religion pro-
poses, and what no other has veahzed. Nev-
ertheless, by the supposition, it is faise!
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tinguishing himself in every one of his class-
es, gaining a first prize in Anatomy, Senior
Division,  onorary certificates ave ‘
given in the Medical Classes instendll

hooks, and their bearing the University stavap
will ever, through life, be a portahle evidence
of how one distinguished himself in his va-
rious classes, and be, at the same time, one
of the surest passports to future preferment.

And” what more could it do, were it tree? | William gained, besides, a second prize in

Rather do you not see that this is a splendicd
wroof of its truth? Do you not see that it
18 impossible that a religion  which leads to
God should not come from God. und that the
absurdit, is precisely that of supposing that
vou cun be regenerated by a falsehood ?
Suppose, that afterward, as at the first, you
do not comprehend. It seems necessary,
then, you should be saved by the things you
do not comprehend. Is that a misfortune?
Are you the less saved? Does it become
you to demand from God an explanation of
an obscwnity which does not injure you, when,
with reference to everything essential, lie
hing been prodigal of Hght?  The first disci-
les of Jesus, men without culture and learn-
g, recelved truths which they did not com-
prehend, and spread them through the world,
A crowd of sages and men of genius have
received, from the hands of these poor peo-
ple, truths which they comprehended no more
than they. The ignorance of the one, and the
science of the other, have been equally docile.
Do, then, as the ignorant and the wise have
done. EKwmbrace with aftection those truths
which have never entered into your heart,
and which will save you. Do not lose, in
vain discussions, the time which is gliving
away, snd which is bearing you iuto the
cheering or appaling light of eternity, Has-
ten to be saved. Love now; one day you
will know. May the Lord Jesus prepare you
for that period of light, of repose, and of
happiness!

0

FROM A SCOTCH CORRIESPONDENT.

[The following extracts are from the letter
of a Glasgow student to one of our ministers,
and will be found interesting to all our read-
crs, It is extremely gratifying to learn that
the Lower Provinces are so well represented
at the Scotch Universities, ]

The session closed on Wednesday, April
24th, when the result of the competitive ex-
aminations, wr'tten and oral, was com-
menced; und you will hear, 1 am certain,
with a thrill of pleasure, that the young men
from the colonies have well sustained that
reputation which some—whom delicacy here
forbids me to name—first formed, and then
bequeathed, and will always bequeath to
them, to uphold and maintain, Charles M.
Grant has gained a prize in Professor Ram-
says's class; 1). M. Gordon, the third in
Logic; William Fraser has done well, dis-

Surgery, and a second in Physiology. I
Gross (from New Brunswick) gained a first
in Senior Anatowy, fiest in Puysiology, sec-
and in Swgery, and fourth in Miawifery.
G. V. Calhoun (from New Brunswick) aud
Alexander Cameron also gained honors, but
I forget how they stand. J. Macalmon (N.
Brunswick) guined a first prize in Junior
Anatomy, and & second in Surgery. 1 gained
,  second in Anatomy, and a fourth in Chem-
Pistry. John B. Fraser has passed success-
fully all the examinatiens for M. D, and
would have been “capped” had net his vouth
prevented. . Read, from Minudie, Cum.
beriand, (N. 8.), has just returned from
Tidinburgh, whither he has been for a week
asl, and is now a Fellow of the Royal Col-
cge of Surgeons, having passed a most hon-
orgbie and satisfactory examination, coming
in, I believe, sccond. Facts like these speak
for themselves, and render, of course, any
further remarks perfectly superfluous.  So
much for our winter’s work ; and now holiday
has ecome to us once more, bringing with it
exemption and brief respite from toil, and
the delicious sense of having nothing to do
for a whole fortnight! Nenrly all the stu-
dents have left town for the present, aud the
green and courts of our venerable University
wear a lonely and deserted aspect; and
strong is the yearning at this spring season
to leave the busy haunts of men, and hie us
away to some woodland retreat, ‘Irue, we
may no longer ste the modest Mayflower,
emblem of your Acadian land, blooming amid
the snow, and rendering the woods fragrant
with its perfume. But here we have the
sweet-scented hawthorn, with its snowy
flowers; the milk-white sloe; the lilly and
primrose, pale as the cheek of a dying child;
the gowans “wet wi’ dew;” the blushing
r10se-bud, like to the pride of maiden’s beauty;
and there, by the wayside, the golden broom !
*#QOh the broom, the honnie hroowa !
‘The broom o' the Cowden Kuowes!"”

And then tho purple-eved heather! Let it
e for ever undeseribed in limping phrase of
mine: but could I find words to express the
joy Ifelt when, after years of absence, I last
summer from the deck of the “Disraeli”
sniffed from afar its delicious odor once more,
you would know that I could find in aflection
no piace high enough for it amoug all the
British flora” * * ¢ ¢

«The season for lectures in Glasgow is now
over, and I have therefore scarcely anything
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in that line to offer. ‘The two most worthy
ention whom I have heard lately were
. Macleod and Rev. George Gilfillan,
should also add Spurgeon. ‘The sub-
of Dr. Macleod's lecture was * Life
Sketches,” illustrating selfishuess as displayed
in the unlovely lives and odious charucter of
Joseph Walker and 1% F, Fitzvoy Bsq. The
tersible precision with which their chavaaters
were dissected, shown in all their saked de-
formity, and held up to obloguy and as awful
warnings, were worthy of a master’s hand.
‘The entire lecture showed the keen and close
observer of human natare, and abounded
with pathos, seatbing .reasm and rollicking
wit, ¢voking hearty laughter and rounds of
appiause.  And you well know what #the
selivery” was like, and everyfnow und then
came tha passages of deep feeling, und earn-
est entreating persuasion, which showed the
lecturer none other than that Norman who,
in the night watches, far away in that atill
death chamber in Tubingen, held converse
with *’The Earnest Student,” and received
from him his dving testimony. Gilfillan 1
heard more recently. His subjest was ¢ Re-
miniscences of a "Fourin Norway.” Heisone
of my literary heroes, and I listened to him
with tntense enjoyment, as; in his owa glow-
ing, graphic, enthusiastic style, he peucilled
all the saenes- anud objects which had inter-
ested and moved his mind during his never-
to-be-forgotten visit to Scandanavia, And
bright and beautiful and awfully sublime
were the pictures which he drew of old ocean
ur his way thither, and of the rivers, lakes,
and romantic mountain scenery of that north-
ern land ; soticing particularly the Glammen
and the great vale of Romsdal, the Glencoe
of Norway, with its sublime and awful seen.
ery.  His apostrophes to the Great Romsdal
Horn, and the huge sunless chasms which
line the rifted sides of this great valley, were
given in a style and spirit all his own. M.
Spurgeon you have yourself heard. Durin

early spring hie made a preaching tour through
Scotlund for the purpose of raising funds to
liquidate the debt on his great chapel in Lon-
don, and preached four times in Glasgow.
At every service immense numbers flacked to
hem this eelebeated julpit orator of whom so
mueh has beeu written by eritics and admir-
ers. It was in in the City Hall he preached,
and considerably before the commencement
of each service the great building was eram-
med. In language, ideas and similes, his
sermons delivered here were exactly like his
published discourses; and two or three times
nome of his remarks evoked audible, though
rep.resssd, laughter from the audience. Ifis
delivery is good, and his voice finely modu-
iated, swelling to a piteh which rung clear
through the great Hall, and then sinkiug to
a low, conversational, confidential sort of
tone, which, in the stiliness which brooded
over all, could be heard equally distinctly
hrough pyery corner of the building. A tone
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of earncst piety Iwrvnded his entire discours
es, which were listened to with deep atten-
tion. But still I came away from tho meeting
wondering much at the caprice of popular
applause, and not altogether discovering
where the strength of this man lay, whose
nawme fame has trumpeted aloud so much of
late years.” w. W

Tt

MEETING OF TiE GENFRAL ASSEMBLY.

We hieg to refer our readers to the report
of that august and venerable body, which we
have given as fully as our space would per-
mit. ‘o a colonist, or to one who has made
a colony his home, these mectings are a mat-
ter of as great, perhaps even of greater, inter~
est than to those more directly and intimately
concerned, It is the convocation of a great
national Church, hallowed by many sacred
and endenring associations, and rendered il-
{ustrious by the history of immortal names.
‘There is a dignity sbout age which has as
vet shown no sign of decrepitude, which all
the tinsel and energy of a younger life cannot
command. It is not alone the meeting of to-
day which occupies our mind, Imegination
carries us from the magnificent hall of the
present generation, back to greater and more
perilous times, when the foundation stone of
Presbyterianism was being laid in Scotland,
cemented, strengthened and embaimed, in the
best blood of the best men of that noble
land, Generation after generation has passed
away, and almost every generation has been
rendered illustrious by some great name or
names forming part of its annals. In point
of number the first general Assembly was
coneiderably smaller than our own Synod;
but what strength of grasp did they exhibit
from the very outset. They felt that they
were the representatives of a Church which
was to embrace the whole land as the field of
its exertions, and that they had to deliberate,
tegislate and provide for a remote posterity.
Knox, and Henderson, au! Melville, and
Guthrie, and many other wonhies, passed
away, each one adding to the vaine of the
immortal legacy begueathed them. Those
rough times which tried the souls of men
have happily long passed, and we are now
permitted to enjoy undisturbed the privilege
for which our ancestors contended and suf-
fered, Our worst and most formidable ene-
mies are now our own selfish hearts, while
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s battle fleld is the wide waste of wicked-
a8 and unbelief which lies spread out around
s, and in the most distant eorners of the
rth. To reclaim theso, to add them piece-
eal to the Church of Christ, is the warfare
which we aro engaged, and in which it is
o he regretted the conquests are so few and
n 8o slight a scale. While we write the
ssembly has only overtaken a part of its
usiness ; but partial ds it is there is enough
oill us at once with sorrow and gladness,
It is a matter for gratitude that the spirit of
the Church is sound, that there is no feeling
anywhere to tamper with its purity or lower
its standard. The lecision of the Scoonie
Case is a satisfactory evidence of the widen-
ing of the popular element, while the sum-
mary dealing with Messrs. Harper and Me-
Culloch proves that the urworthy has no
place within lier pale. But with all this there
is & humiliating evidence that there is a lack
* of spiritual life, amounting almost to dead-
ness, in regard to missionary enterprise,
The. Church, it is true, is consolidating itself
at home, increasing in strength numerically
and intellectually; but the desolate places of
our Zion are not cared for, and the provision
for India and for the Colonial Scheme is any-
thing but a credit to us as a Church. What
is a collection of £3000 or £4000 among 1160
parishes scattered over the face of rich and
fertile Scotland! When we look at the
wealth even of one great city, and contrast
the ability with the result we are lost in hu-
miliation and wonder. In the city of Glas-
gow alone there are at least half a dozen
churches which could each give £3000 a year
to missions without feeling it in the slightest
degree; but they do not give, and will not
give, till u larger measure of spiritual life is
vouchsafed them, and we pray that that spi-
»it may descend upon them ere long, making
them in reality true soldiers of the Cross.
And while upon this subject let us take home
to ourselves the sober and sadening truth
that that spirit of lethargy is upon our souls
also. We are going in and out in a spirit of
indifference, while our Church is languishing
in our very midst. When we reflect, when
we see what one earnest heart and one active
hand can do, as in the case of a Robertson or
a Macleod, surely it might serve to nerve us
o greater exertions, and fill us with higher
aope.
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The General Assembly ef the Free Church
of Scotland has its meetings in Edinburgh at
the same time with that of the Established
Church. Their financial affairs appear to bein
asatisfactory conditicn, the very large sum of
£300,000 having been realized from all sourc-
es during last year. ‘The Australian Union
case has been before them, and after a debate
exhibiting much feeling and occasional bit-
terness, it was decided by an overwhelming
anjority that the decisious of former Assem-
blies be odhered to, that is, that the united
bedy be the recogmzed body, and the dissen-
tients, though to a certain extent acknowl-
edged, are not to be looked on as the Frec
Church, This decision, though it has sur-
prised us not a little, places, we think, the
matter beyond all doubt that the policy of
the Free Church is Union with all other
Preshyterians abroad, thorgh there are but
feeble, if any indications, of the same fecling
at home.

‘I'he proceedings of the Synod of the U. P,
Church have been confined mainly to eccliesi-
astical business of a routine and distinctive
character. We rejoice to find that that
Church continues in & prosperous and efficient
state, her firances having increased to the
extent of £10,000 within the last three years.
It is true that the great cuestion of spiritual-
independence, in connection, no doubt, with
the Cardross case, was brought up for discus-
sion, and a motion was introduced repudiat-
ing in effect, in the strongest manner, the
ground taken up by the Free Church in this
matter, while a counter motion affirmirg it
was also tabled. The general feeling of the
Synod, however, was evidently to let the
matter alone in the meantime, without affirm-
ing anything too strongly in an official man-
ner; and in the end neither motion was
adopted, but a resolution passed, leaving it
so far an open question.

We observe that in the Reformed Presby-
terian Synod, a serious difficulty has intruded
itself which threatene to weaken the streugth
of the Church materially "¢ a measure of pru-
dence be not used, and that without much
delay. This difficulty is the oath of alle-
giance; but as the subject is a largs and in-
teresting one we must deal with itin a se-
pavdte paper,
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AN ABERDEENSHIRE ‘ JOIIN POUNDS.”

There resides at Badenscoth, Auchterless,
Mr. James Beattie, who has now far over-
reached the “threescore and ten,” and who,
for upwards of half-a-century, lirs combis ed
the faithful discharge of his professional du-
ties as & shoemaker with the no less faithful
discharge of the responsible duties of a
schooimaster. The number of his scholars
has ranged from the nucleus of one to the
round figure of 70. Seated on his Crispin
stord, he has been accustomed to perform his
two-fold duties at one and the same time,
within the narrow limits of his humble work-
shop.  When we add that, through the long
period above-mentioned, Mr. Beattie’s teaci-
ing was given gratuitously, and was pureiy a
“Jabor of love,” we have stated what will
form the apology for a handsome testimonial
with which he was presented on Saturday
last, and his claim to rank as “ an Aberdeen-
shire John Pounds.” Alr. Beattie’s indivi-
duality and genuine labor of love had not
escaped an observant and talented lady novel-
ist—Mus. Gordon of Parkhill, who, in her
last work, ¢ Lady Elinor Mordaant,” refers
to him under the name of ¢ Thomas:Baird.”
In 1835, Mr. Beattie was presented by his
pupils with a handsome silver snuff-box, ¢as
agnark of respect for his unwearied exertions
in the education of the youth.” Notwith-
standing his determination to enjoy the grati-
fication of teaching gratitously, he could not
altogether escape the good wishes of those
who knew how to appreciate his worth, The
fruits of his industry had taken the shape of
some 10 or 12 acres of land—which he holds
at a moderate rent—and the neighboring far-
mers would insist on “a yokin,” which it
would only have been aninsult to vefuse. In
December last, however, an influential com-
mittee was organized to raise subscriptions
for a suitable testimonial. ‘The presentation
took place on Saturday infront of the Baden-
scoth Inn, at 3 p.m., in presence of Mr.
Beattie's 67 scholars, a number of the parents
and other ladies and gentlemen interested.
‘The attendance comprised a number of the
most respectable parties in the district. M.
Chalmers. of Monkshill, in_ presenting the
testimonial, after some introductory remarks,
said—We are met here to-day for the pur-
pose of tendering to you, Mr. Beattie, an
offering of respect and esteem on behalf of
the parents of the children attending your
school, as well as of the countless nunibers
who have goue forth and prospered in the
world mainly through the instrumentality of
your labors amongst them. History fails in
recording a parallel case. You have, I be-
lieve, been a teacher of the young, for a pe-
riod of 56 yewrs—unostentatiously and gra-
tuitously making all welcome to drink of the
pure fountain generously accorded to the rich
as well as the poor.  For the benefit of the
poor, however, have you chiefly bestowed
your time and unbought service; and while
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Iam well assured you neither asked nor ex-|
pected remuneration in this world beyond the
comfort of an approving conscience, I trust
that, in your old age, you may appreciate
this somewhat tardy mark of respect which.
emanating from your immediate neighbors
and friends, has also enlisted the sympathies
of others who, like myself, have felt it a pri-
vilege to unife in the present demonstration.
It would be wrong, however, if 1 did not
mention as liberal subseribers Mrs. Leslie of
Rothie, the respected widow of your late
landlord ; his successor, Colonel Forbes ILes-
lie; Mr. Leslie, M. P.; Major King; Mr.
and Mrs. Gorden of Pitlurg; Mr. Gordon of
Fyvie, &e. Without farther remark, I beg
now to place in your hands a deposit receipt
for the sum of £60, lodged in the Aberdeen
Town and County Bark in your name, and
of the little purse now in my hand contain-
ing £26. Let me alsonadd that it is intended
to place this, your admirable photograph, in
a frame, accompanied by a brief narrative v
the events of this day, and the previous cir-
cumstances in your long and useful life whick
gave rise to the present meeting, in order
that the same may adorn the walls of your
schoolroom, so long as Providence is pleased
to spare you, and thereafter continue as an
heirloom in your family for future genera-
tions.

——— (e

GENPRAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

TruRsDAY, May 30.

The General Assembly of the Established
Church was opened on Thursday in the usual
manner. Lord Belhaven, Her Majesty’s Lord
High Commissioner, held a levee at 11 o’clock
in the Picture Gallery of Holyrood Palace,
which was completely filled. ‘The sermon in
St Giles’ was preached by the retiring Mo-
derator, the Rev. Dr. Maitland of Kelis, who
took his text from Revelations, 3rd and 20th,
and delivered a very eloquent and appropri-
ate discourse. The Rev. Dr. Smith of In-
verary, was then elected Moderator. The
royal commission and letter were then read,
and after some routine business the Assembly
adjourned.
Fripax.

The business of the day was commenced
by the Assembly engaging ia devotional ex-
ercises,

Dr. Hill as convener of the committee for
the arrangement of business, was instructed
to0 say that the Assembly would meet daily
next week.at 11 o'clock ; that after the read-
ing and approval of the minutes, the special
business as fixed by the committee should be
proceeded with and that the adjournment
should be from 4 to 5 o'clock in the aftert.oon,
and no longer. All irrelevant discussions
should be avoided—(hear, hear)—and- the

members of tihe Assembly would express
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opinions on any subject with as few words as , 5 ¢
| speedily vealized.”

possible.  (Applause.)
I THE ENDOWMENT SCHEME.

Mr. Wi Sinith, the conveney of the com-
mittee_on this scheme, read the report, a
great Geal of which referred to tie lamented
death of Dr. Robertson and his labors in this
scheme. From the other parts we extract
the following :—

“Under his managemernt the Endowment
Scheme, as originally cast in a general form,
has been the means of divectly securing the
addition of 41 new parishes to the Chureh,
while it has likewise been in a great measure
instrumental in leading to the erection of 8
additional parishes (2 of them quoad sacra,
which were respectively endoweg by the prin-
cipal proprietors, 6 quoad omnia with endow-
ments out of the funds, in all 49 new par-
ishes, the total provision made for whic}x, if
we take inte account all relative expenses
connected with feu duties, buildings, &c., may
be estimated at upwards of £200,000.

“The Glasgow Auxiliary Committee ap-
pointed by the General Assembly’s Commit-
tee on the Endowment Scheme for managing
Group L, being Lanarkshire, is most anxious
to take immediate action in collecting and
approprating the subscriptions committed to
its charge ; but it finds the requirement-con-
dition, that the whole £40,000 shall be syb-
scribed before any part shall be collected o1
appropriated, an obstacle whick, by death and
otherwise, is seriously frustrating its endea-
xors. Tke Glasgow Committee would, there-
fore, humbly yet seriously recommend that
the General Assembly empower its Endow-
ment Committee to alter and modify the
grounds and requirements of the original
subscriptions and its appropriation as the
committee with the Glasgow Auxiliary Com-
mittee moy consider hest to conduce to the
immediate and effective operation ot the
scheme, having always in view the fulfilment
of the original schenje in its integrity and
extent. :

“ This minute was reported to last General
Assembly, which referred jt back simpliciier
to the committee. Since then repeated com-
munications between the Glasgow Auxiliary
Commitiee and your committee have taken
place, the result of which has been, that with
the sanction of your committee, and after ob-
taining the consent of your subscribers ata
public meeting duly convened, the Glasgow
Committee have resolved to anticipate the
full subscription of £40,000, to cali in iustal-
ments of subscriptions already made, and
endow such a proportion of chapels in the
group as they are able to overtake, and at the
same time to adopt the most vigorous mea-
sures for securing additional subscriptions,
with the view of completing the work in their
province in all its original integrity and ex-
ient, The committee have to express an
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earnest hope that this consummation may b.

Principal Tulloch, in moving the adoption
of theé report, said it was impossibie to men-
tion the endowment scheme without recalung
the name of its lamented convencr. T
loss of Dr. Robert-on was a sulject that s,
fill the heart of every membes of tic A~ava,
bly this day. Atany time, and under an
circumstances, his loss would have bean . de-
plorable one.  M:s talents, his energy, singi:
hearted and heroic devotedness, made nig wn
honor to the Church—an honor which e was
sure all acknowledged. however mued: the s
differed from him in opinion.  He fulerited
all the vigor of his rave, both in body and in
mind. Naturally encrgetic, acute, sagucious,
and gifted with a sturdy and indemianle logic,
he united with these qualities a noble anu
comprehensive mind the utmost freedom from
prejudice, a tenderness of feeling, and greas
tolerance of judgment. These qualities cany
fitted him for taking an active and prominen:
part in the proceedings of the Asscadbly, and
especially for that scheme with whicir he had
identified his name. He fell a viciim, he {the
Principal) had no doubl to his cauaustin,g,
labors in behalf of the Cuurch of Scotiund,
for he ryshed upon exertions which uni:uppl;
proved too heavy for him.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Ir. Clark read the report on Foreign Mis.
sions, from which it appeared that at Caleyua
the number of nupils at the institution was
790, who were divided into 21 classes, and
who received religious instruction in English
or in the vernacular, and that the missionary,
Mr. Ogilvie, received Government assistauce
from the agent of the Scowch Church,there.
The same satisfactory reports came from Gyah,
Bombay, Sealcote, and Madras. MHe also
added that the collections this year were
£3,126, being £30 less than last year.  This
sum did not include _the £900 for the memo-
rial gt Sealcote, in India. They had as yet
received nothing from the Lay Association,
but he hoped that they would, as they had
done in former years, remember the foreign
missions.

The Rev. Dr. Nisbet moved the adoption
of the report; which motion was scconded
by Sir Wm: Baillie.

After afew remarks from the Rev. G. Cook,
late of Bombay, in which he characterised
the state of their missionary establishments
as a disgrace to the Church, the motion was
unanimously adopted.

SABBATH SCHOQLS.

Mr. McKie read the eleventh annual report
on Sabbath Schools, in waich it was stued
hat on no former occasion had the Sabbath
schools of the Church been more prosperous,
This year there was not a Presbytery which
had not given ina report. ‘Lie number of
scholars was 135,441, and the increasz over
the number of lust year was 10,243, ‘Tiiere
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were 11,607 teachers, showiug an increase of
12, ‘Chere were 5§37 schools, and the increase
over the number of last year was 38, ‘Lhe
namber of volumes i the libraries was 1335,-
946, which gave an wmerease of 19,123 ; there
were thus 155 volumes for every 133 scholars.

‘The report was cordially approved of, and
after several of the members had expressed
their satistaction at the present state of Sab-
hath schools, and remarked upon their use-
fulness, the proceedings of the dhy were clos-
ed by prayer.

SATURDAT.
A LETTER AND ADDRESS TO IIER MAJESTY.

Dr. Punl read the answer to Iler Majesty’s
letter sending a subseription of £2,000, 2nd
an address of condolence 10 Her Majesty on
the death of the Duchess of Kent.

The letter and address were adopted.

THE SYNOD OF AUSTRALIA.

‘The Clerk read a letter from this Synod.
It acknowledged the receipt of the affection-
ate and cheering letter addvessed o them by
the Chureh of Scotland. It referved to the
untoward circumstances by which they were
sur ounded~-the political commotions, the spi-
rital carelessness, and the divisions amongst
the various churches, ‘Yhe letter, it stated,
would have the most salutary effect upon the
congregations.

INDIAN CHURCHES.

Dr. Bryce read the annual report on In-
dian churches, in which it was stated that at
Allahabad Mr. Williamson was laboring with
increasing usefulness and comfort amougst
the Yresbyterian soldiers there, that a petition
signed by 130 residents, hud been sent to the
Lientenant Governor, asking that the servi-
ces of Mr. Williamson be made availuble ver-
manently at the station of Allahabad, provid-
ing, of course, that these services be afforded
at Benares, Lucknow, and Cawnpore ; that
2o action had been taken in the matter by
the Government up to March last; that at
Meerut, Mr. Thomson was discharging his
dutics with succoss and acceptability ; that
Mr. Dawson was at Umballa; that Mr. Bell
had & congregation of 500 at Secunderabad,
and had ordained a body of elders and con-
stituted 2 _church session’; that that congre-
gation liad organised a vative pastorate, and
had eugaged a native convert as a Scriptave
reader; that at Bellary the Rev. Mr. Walker
was acting as a chaplain to a Scotch regi-
ment, ta the great satisfaction of all; that at
Bombay and Poonah the chaplains had been
Iaboring amungst the soldiers, aud that a na-
ive agency had also been orgrnised.

Principal ‘Tulloch expressed his satisfaction
at the report, and moved its adoption.

Professor C. Swinton scconde& the motion,
which was adopted.

ARMY AND NAVY CHAPLAINS.

Br. Cook, of St. Aundrews, read the report
of the Committee on Army and Navy Chap-

!
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laing, It stated that the number of chaplains
was much below what was required, and not
in proportion to those helonging to the Church
of Ingland and the Roman Catholic Church;
that there should bz at least ane chaplain for
each Scoteh regiment.

Dr. Nishet, Xdinburgh, moved the adop-
tion of the report.

Dr. Irvine, of Blair Atholl, seconded the.
wotion.

‘The report was adopted.

IIOME MISSION.

Dr. Crawford read the report of the Home
Mission Comumittee, It stated that the in-
come had increased considerably ; that last
vear the collections were £3,8065 ; that the
number of cortributing congregations had
increased to 994 3 that grants had been made
to Kelvinhaugh, in the Barony Parish, to the
extent of £300, and to Springfield, in Cupar,
to the extent of 150, and that the former of
these churches had been built. .

Dr. Pirie moved the adoption of the report,
which was agreed to.

‘T'he report on the Conversion of the Jews
was held over because of the lateness of the
hour and the few members who were present.

I'he proceedings weve concluded by prayer.

AMoNDAY.
REDPORT OF COLONIAL COMMITTEE.

Dr. Fowler,in the absence of Dr. Stevenson,
read the veport of the Colonial Committee,
which gave a detailed statement of the com-
mittee’s operations in New Bruaswick, Nova
Seotia, British Guiana, Jamaiea,Australia,New
Zealand, Ceylon, Buenos Ayres, and British
Columbia, and concluded by imploring that
a special effort should be made to replenish
the reserve fund, which had been seriously
encroached upon. ‘The whole ordinary in-
come of the committee for the year to 15th
April was £3,264 3s. 10d., being £301 10s.
6d., more than the income of the previous
vear; and the whole expenditure of the com-
mittee for the same period had heen £3,876
13s. 11d.,, being £45 19s. 8d. more than'for
the previcus yvear. The committee had to
commence the year with'a balance due to the
bank of £326 17s. Sd., and without the pros-
pect of any further general collection for the
period of the next ten months, .

After some conversation, the repori was,
on the motion of Dr. Cock, St. Andrew’s,
unanimously adopted.

THURSDAY.
THE SCOONIE CASE.

Dr. Anderson of Newburgh, spoke op be-
half of the Synod of Fife.

Mr. Miller, for the presentee, left the case
on the sermons, -and upon the defence of
these sermon's 30 ably presented by his leabin
ed friend.

Mr. Gifford, content with what Mz, Lorri~
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mer had said, abstained from replying for
the objectors. v
Parties were then removed, when
Dr. Lee objected to the mode of reasoning
adopted by Dr. Anderson, that because there
were but 22 objectors to Mr. Blackwood and
some 900 or 1000 names subscribed to the
call, while Mr. Blackwood was popular over
the entire kingdom of Tife, therefore it was
“the business of the General Assembly to set-
tle him in Scoonie. He held that if, instead
of there being 22 objectors there were only
two, or even one objector, it would be the
duty of the General Assembly to look at the
objection or objections which these two indivi-
duals or that individual brought forward, and
if, on the judgment of the Assembly it was a
valid objection, it was their Cuty to give effect
to it. With regard to the sermons of Mr.
Blackwoud, he was of opinion that not one
of these objections had been proven, and not
orly 80, but there was not only one of these
objections which had any plausible ground of
proof whatever. - Could they expect a youth,
coming out of college, plunged at once into
the cares and labors and anxieties of a large
parish, and called upon to produce two ser-
mons in a week—could they expect him to
write great sermons? (Hear, hear) Why
it would amount to the nature of a miracle to
do so. ‘They must look, therefore, at the cir-
cumstances, at the average attainment in them
—and not apply a standard to these sermons
which they fellt would be unjustly applied to
their own productions. There were, he
granted, incautious expressions in these ser-
mons, which, on more mature consideration,
Mr. Blackwood would not have himself ap-
proved; but sirely that was very common in
the experience of a young man. ~The expres-
sion about * the solitude of the Deity” was.|
in bad taste—was presumptuous, and was
diving into things which we had no right to
meddle with; but, notwithstdnding that, it
had older and far higher authority than that
of any popular preacher in Edinburgh. (Hear,
and laughter) In liké manner he disap-
proved of the expression, “a part of the 1i-
vine nature;” but he took into account the
harry in which these sermons were produced.
It appeared that thay were four of his ordin-
ary productions, and though not great ser-
mons, they were very creditable indeed to a
young man of his age and standing. (Ap-
plause.) Every one of the ojections could be
most satisfactorily answered, and particularly
the one respecting the doctrine of the atone-
mment. In the passages cited by the learned
counsel, there was an anxiety to express that
doctrine fully. It was true Mr. Blackwood
used commonly the expression “propitiation,”
but that was a scriptural expression, and the
word “atonement” in theological language,
hed often been used to imply, not merely the
reconciliation of Ged to man, but of man to
God. While they were not great sermons,

Ytey appeared to him to indicate, in various
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passages, great orviginality and great power.
(Hear, hear.) If the time or the patience of
the House permitted, he thought it would be
easy, not only to show, but to demonstrate
that there were various thoughts in those
sermons which would not occur to a common-
place man, and which would not be in the
productions of a man who took his matter
from the Zlomilisi, or any other compendium.
"T'here was no doubt whatever that Mr. Black-
wood would prove himself worthy of the af-
fection and admiration excited in the parish
of Scoonie; and he begged, in conclusion, to
move that the appeals be dismissed, and that
the judgment of the Synod of Fife be affirmed,
and that the Presbytery of Kirkealdy be en-
joined to proceed with the settlement of Mr.
JBlack\\-eod with all convenient speed.

Mr. K, McCallum seconded the motion,

Dr. Pirie said that, generally speaking, he
entirely agreed with the motion of Dr. Lee.
(Loud cries ot “Agreed, agreed.”)

Mr. Oswald, of Camelon, wished to make
an observation or two, and attempted to do
so amid general add repeated cries of “hear,
hear,” and interruption. Mr. Oswald pro-
protested against any member of the house
being put down in this fashivn, and renewed
his attempts to be heard. A scene of confu-
sion and excitement lasted for many minutes
—members rising to their feet, some prepar-
ing to leave the hall, and others urging on
Mr. Oswald to desist, as the moderator had
declared the motion carried. Ultimately,
amidst signs and expressions of impatience,
Mr. Oswald succeeded in giving expression
to an opinion regarding the discourses of Mr.
Blackwood, in which he should have liked to
have seen more of the evangelical spirit—
more of the great leading truths of the gospel.

The métion of Dr. Lee was then passed,
the result heing received with great applause
in the gallery.

THE ELGIN ACADEMY CaSE.

A petiticn from the Synod of Marayshire,
Aberdeenshire, and Rosshire, was then read,
which stated that the Elgin Academy, being
a national school which had been the means
of doing much good to the Church and to the
country, the Assembly had in former years
instructed the Presbytery of Elgin to main-
tain its efficiency and vindicate its rights, if
tried to be impugned, by = civil process at
the expense of the Church. Circumstances
had arisen which had necessitated the Pres-
hytery to take advantage of thesze iustruc-
tious, and they hud gone to Jaw to defend
their rights,  The case, acerzdingly, came on
in the Cowrt of Session, and was decided on
the 16tk of January last. In consequencs of
this the Presbytery had become liuble to ex-
penses, to the amount of £500; and as the
case was now under appeal in tre leuse of
Lords, by the ‘Town Couneil of igin, it was
petitioned that the Assembly should adupt
measures for relieving the members of the



136

Presbytery of Elgin of the espenses in this
case, and for the providing funds for the liti-
gation in the house of Lords,

Rev. Mr. Wyllie, Elgin, spoke in suppost
of the petition. T

Rev. Dr. Cook, St. Andrew’s, said the case
had been a very long and vexatious one, and
what their brethven of the Blgin Presbytery
wanted in now coming to the Assembly, was
to ask that Court to’velieve them of the ex- |
penses in this case. e did not think that |
the Assembly would have much hesitation in |
responding to their petition, seeing that the
Flgin Presbytery had been only aceing in ac- |
cordance with the wishes expressed by the
General  Assembly in former years. e |
moved that, whereas the Presbytery of El-|
gin, in maintaining the rights of the Church
in the case of the Elgin Burgh School, acted |
by advice of several General Assemblies, and
in particular the Assembly of 1850, find that
it was a case deserving of support if there
had heen funds at the disposal of the Church;
and whereas the Presbytery of Elgin had in-
curred a great deal of expense, the General
Assembly warmly recommend to the friends
of the Church the strong claims which the
members of the Presbxtery of Elgin have to
the claims of the Church in being relieved
from the heavy burden. which lies upon them,
and authorize the Preshytery to use whatever
means they may deem necessary for-the pur-
nose of raising funds, and to report to next
iencral Assembly.

Mr. James Hepe, D K. 8., seconded the
metion, which was agreed to.

0

SCUEMES Or TIIE CIIURCH.

On Friday evening the znnual meeting of
the subscribers to the Lay Association in sup-
port of the 3.original schemes of the Church
of Scotland—a meeting-to which ladies and
wnd all friends of home and foreign missions
were invited—was held (under sanction of
the General Assembly) in the Assembly Hall.
There was a erowded attendance, the audience
being composed principally of ladies.

Str William Baillie was, on the motion of i
Sheriff Barelay of Perth, called on to preside; .
and the proceedings were opened with praise |
and prayer, conduoted by the Rev. Dr. Mait-
land, ex-Moderator of the General Assembly.

Mr. C. Grant, W. 8., read the report, of
which the following is the substance :—

"The financial position of all the schemes is
far from.satisfactory. In every case the ex-
penditure has exceeded Jhe ordinary income;
and that not from any extraovdinary exten-
sion of their operations, but from the short-
coming in.the funds derived from the church-
door collections and other ordinery sowrces
of revonune. The contributions have- been
allocated.to the several schemes by the sub- |
scribers.and.the committee respectively in the
{ollowing proportious (omitting. fractious):— .
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Avpropriated by

Schemes. Subsecribers, Committee. Total
Education,  £166 £223 £38¢
India, 62 83 14¢
Home Mission, 113 167 a8t -
Coloniul Scheme, 78 111 190
Jews' Conversion, 54 T4 128

P

Total £473 £663 £1,135
Mr. Grant then read a comparative statement
on the income of the five schemes for the

0

year 1860-61 :—

Ordinary  Total ~ No. of

Income. Income Parishes..
Edueation, £3,021 £4,57 931
Indian Mis., 3,126 4,300 836.
Home Mis., ¢,865 4,788 994,
Colonial Mis., 2,532 3,057 830
Jews’ Conversion 2,243 3,135 8§36

£16,500  £19,860

Income?’39-60 £15,342  £20,533
Decrease 652 672

After reading the report, Mr. Grant pro-
ceeded to say that the figures it contained
would satisfy the meeting that the opinion
expressed in the report as to the present po-
sition of these schemes isfar from satisfac-
tory.

‘I'ne report having been.adopted, .

I'he Rev, George Cook, lately of Bombay,
delivered an address on the subject of Indian
Missions, and was followed by, the Rev. Tho-
mas Monro, of Campsie, one of the Commis-
sioners from the General Assembly to British
Guiana, who gave an account of their voy-
age thither, and of the proceedings in which
he had taken part with Dr. Irvine, of Blair-
Atholl, in that distant yet magnificent pro-
vineo of their colonial empire.

The Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod, of the-
Barony Church, Glasgow, then addressed the
meeting with his usuatpower. He had had
a great deal of comniunion with men connect-
ed with India. In London.he had met with.
missionaries and layvmen from every part of
it; he had had conversation with men such-.
as Sir John Lawrenee, from India; and all.
1:c had heard with regard to what had taken
place there made him the more regret the
present state of the missions.  Mauy present
would no doubt recollect when no missionary
was allowed to put a foot upoun the soil of
British India, when therc was no translation
of the Word of God, and.when there wa
no man able to preach or read that Ward in
their own language. It was.little more than
forty years since India was opened up-for
mission work. They had now 350 congrega-
tons there, and 2,000 persons throughout
British India professing faith in Jesus Churist.
The British officers in India-were at this mo-
ment the most earnest and enthusiastic friends
of missions—the men who were best acquaiat-
ed with- cvery part of India. (Applause.),
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Oris it a want of confidence in the Indian
Mission Board itself, of which he had the
honor to be a member, which was the cause
of the want of support? He wished to ask
that publicly of all his brethren present. They
would be actused of having lost faith in their
Church, if they did not attempt in India to
carry out a proper scheme of missionary en-
terprise—to add Presbytery to Presb tery,
till they had their Synods, and he hoped their
General Assembly too. (Applause.) To con-
tinue as they were doing would only be caus-
ing a waste of money, and would be nothing
clse than a sham, Unless they had a laige
scheme in their mind, and a great object in
view, they would never obtain money to the
extent that would be necessary, nor enlist the
sympathies of the friends of the Church in
the proper way. All that was now needed
was that vile money. (Laughter.) 1t was
extraordinary that he should find the Church
of one of the Dissenting bodies in Glasgow
contributing as much for this purpose as the
whole Church of Scotland put together.
(Hear, hear.) While that congregation, of

course, also paid the expense of its own place-

of worship, the stiperd of its minister, and

‘had collettions for all the uhbjects of the

Church, it had the sam of £400 as a collec-
tion to the Indian Mission. (Applause.) Dr.
Macleod finally accounted for the want of in-
terest and support in the mission by the ab-
sence of real, living faith in the Church, and
and said that until that faith was attained he
saw no hope for the missions. (Dr. Macleod
resumed his seat amid warm applause.)

-The Chairman_apologised for the absence
of the Rev. Mr. Wallace, of Trinity College
Church, who was announced to take part in
the proceedings ; and tke benediction having

been, pronounced by Dr. Maitland, the meet-
ing separated. -
R VREE ASSEMBLY.
' WEDNESDAY, May 30.

The Free Assembly met again this morn-
ing at ten o’clock—the Rev. Dr. Candlish,

oderator. :

Dr. Buchanan, Glasgow, submitted the fin-
Bneial gtatement of the Sustentation Fund

ommittee, ‘The total amount collected for
the year 186061 was £112,093 5s; that for
the fcrmer was £109,269 17s. 11d; showing
81 increase for the year just concluded of £2,-
8337s. 1d. The Associations during the past
Year had produeed £108,153 10s. 4d.; for
the preceding year, £2,873 16s. 1d. 'The do-
hations for the past year were £3,939 14s 84;
for 1860, £3,080 5s. 8d, being a decrease in
1861 of £40 11s. The number of ministers
on the roll of Presbyteries at May, 1860, in-
tluding those invalided, besides professors
and otRers not drawing stipend, was 839,

There had been added in the course of the:

Year 20 ministers, 6 having been admitted.to
"lm‘gea, 5 as colleagues, and 9 to church ex-

teusion charges, making in all 859 ministers
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on the roll. From that number, howeverr
there fell to be deducted 11 ministers who
died in the course of the past year, and 5
who had ceased to be connected with the
fund, having been translated abroad or de-
mited, thuscieaving on the roll at the present
date 844 ministers. The number of shares
into which the equal dividend was to be ap-
portioned .was 730; and the sum at the dis-
zos;é of the committee gave a dividend of
;138 -

o ——

POPULAR ERRORS.

A popular preacher is one that pleases the
people ; I suppose then that a popular error
also is one that pleases people. Should we
not please ourselves then? Yes, sometimes ;
but not with error; that would be like drink-
ing a pleasant poison, and of all poisons sach
are the most dangerous, just because popu-
lar errors please the flesh, people wince when
they are laid bare. Were the flesh crucified
to them, it would not be so. The surgeon's
knife is not felt when it is cutting off 2 mor-
tified excrecence. And now I bethink my-
self of some errors of revenge.

(1.) When the minister or Kirk-Session
has given some offence to a member of the
congregation, he often thinks that it-is his
plain duty to stay away from the house of
God or to leave the Church. Is it? Per-
haps too, you should stay out of heaven if
they go in; perhaps you should desert from
your‘regiment or your ship if the officers do
not always act as_you wish; perhaps you
should do like the Japanese, kill yourself be-
cause another man has offended you. Let
us hear your grievance. You fancied that
the ‘minister was personal in his preaching,
and you would prefer sermons that hit your
neighbors, or at any rate—that would " not
disturb you. Or you will not submit to the
discipline, of the Church, because there are
others as bad to whom nothing is said. Or
perhaps the minister is a teetotaller, and you
do not like .that; his business, you -say, is
not to'cyre drunkenness but to preach the
gospel.  Or.it may be that . he is not.a teeto-
taller, and you like that still.less ; how can
he expect to convert sinners, you remark,
when he takes a little wine for his stom ach’s
suke.  Or it may be that the eldership does
not pleass you ;- they are not pious enough,
not atteative to the sick, not fluent in prayer.
O friends, take heed what spirit you are of,
you will not have to answer for their sins.

o not desert the ship, but prove yourself
worthy of her. Do not set yourself up as
judge and jury, as cantain and crew all in
one.. Humility is a Christian virtue and not
the lowest in rank and honor. The unstable
never.excel. Faultfinders are not seldom the
most - faulty, Without doubt, the easiest
thing to do that I know of is to find fault.

(2.) Ag-error.too mean to be very * po pu--
lar" I kope, is.that when a minister does' not

.
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please us so much as he used to, the argu-1 in ench congregation on Monday, immediate-
wment of * the purse-strings” as it is vulgarly | Iy after the communion, for the purpose of
called should be brought to bear. Do not | re-organizing, taking subseriptions, and ap-
pay him his stipend, till his views change. ! propriating collections for “the Young Meus'
Starve him into submission, as you do witn | Scheme.” ~ Some of those meetings have been
a jury that will not bring in & verdict to | already held, and others shall follow in due
please you. Who then are the masters of a{course throughout the whole of our congre.
clergyman?  God and his conscience? Oh j gations, And we cnrnestly hope this gene-
no, says the spirit of voluntaryism, but the ral collection will prove highly sutisfactory
largest subscriber to his salary. . He must.and will result in placing * the Young Mens’

register their views, ov clse ———

(8.) When an article in the Church peri- 4

adical hits some people rather hard, they
think that they show their wisdom by refus-
ing to take it any longer. They only show
where the raw spot was at which the writer
was shooting “at a venture.” ‘They have
not even the manliness to endure a reference
to their faults, When'then will they have
the manliness to check or crucify them ? Gag
truth when it is unpleasant. ‘Thou fooll it
still remains truth ; and if silenced it con-
demns thee all the more. Who hate the
light> They who love the darkness. But
perhaps all that they quarrel with is that the
article does not suit them. What of that!
1t may not be displeasure to another, gud the
periodieal is not written for the special use
of one reader or one class of readers. Look
over the numbers you received during the
past vear, and see if they do not contain
many hints, much information, advice, truth
which you found valuable and as if expressly
intended for you. And then sit down and
write a letter to the editor telling him what
sort of pieces you like best. e is not above
listening to you. And you may add that yeu
teel obliged to him and consider him an ox-
nament to his profession, and that you will
always stand up for him, and send him lists
of new subseribers. ‘That wall be better than
foolish talk about “giving up” what it is your
duty to take.

And now, brother mine, I have doune, for
the present, with exposing your little weak-
nesses. ‘Theyallspring from selfishness,~—from
u self-seeking, self-pledsing heart. You like
those persons and things that are smooth and
Aattering.  But the praise of manisa dan-
gerous ointment. “'l'ake away the fire,”
said a dying Christian to his friends who
were praising him, “ I have still combustible
material about me.” Love the physician
maore than the pimp; love truth even with
the sword in her hand better than the supple
serpent with a golden-cheeked apple; love
God more than seif.

0

THE YOUNG MEN'S SCHEMPE.

We beg to remind the friends of the Young
Mens’ Scheme that the time has row arrived
or is nearly approaching, when they shall
have an opportunity of contributing towards
its funds. ~ 'I'he Presbytery of Pictou resolv-
ed ot last sederunt to hold specinl meetings

} Scheme" in a better position than it has ever
occupied. And we t‘hink our hopes are not
i groundless. At present more of our congre-
gations are organized than in former years,
and consequentfy our collections ought to be
greater.  We see much around us to lead us
* to thatk God and take courage.,” Within
1 the last few years several churches have been
1 built withinthe bounds of Presbytery-—church-
i es highly creditable to the good taste—liber-
j ality and energy of many of our congrega-
tions. Perhaps never has ¢ the Kirk” made
greater progress within the same period in
this Province than she has done within the
i last few years. And we believe never were
our peaple more gealous or more willing to
come forward to strengthen the hands of their
winisters than at the present time, and if
we are right in our opinion we need not fear
of success. With such a co-operation all
things shall prosper. The few may propose,
but it requires the many to carry out their
proposals, Ministers may suggest, but un-
less their suggestions are seconded by other
people they must fall to the ground and noth-
ing be done. Nay, further, it often happens
that our schemes failj for want of a proper
organization throughout the whole of our con-
gregations. A few are found ready to do
their duty while others hold back from bear-
ing their proper share of the burden, 'The
consequence 1s, that those who have done
well, often feel discouraged by the smallness
of the result of their exertions. Thus let
two or three congregations ouly contribute
to “the Young Meus’ Scheme” and while
they may do well as individual congregations,
yet the amount of their collections must ap-
pear very small indeed, as the entire amount
contributed in the Province towards the
Young Mens’ Scheme. What we want em-
phatically is united exertion. We require to
feel and believe as a church in this country
that our success depends very much upon
the exertions of every individual congrega-
fion, just as the prosperity of each congre-
gation must always in a great measure de-
pend on its individual members; and surely
every member of a congregation ought to
feel that as such, e or she has a work to
do for Christ in an individual capacity—and
is individually responsible for the conduct
of that congregation which is composed of
individuals, and were this view realized,
what might we reasonably expect? Cer-
tainly a very large addition to the funds of

the Young Mens’ Scheme—such an  addi-
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tion as would enable us to send several| scheme is miserably small—far smaller than
young men to join these already studying it ought or ever might have been were it pro-
for the ministry. But whils avery congre- . perly sustained, ‘The amount required for
gation ought to contrique, it cannot of , each is but trifling—the sum drawn by them
course be expected that they will contri-, all yeatly but small. Yet the Presbytery
bute equally.  Some are wealthy and others . cannot at present add to the number unless
comparatively poer ; some for a long period | the scheme be more vigorously supported.
enjoying a regular ministry; others still; ‘This is a matter of £.s. d. The Presbytery
destitute of the means of grace; others but ! is desirous of sending some more—shall they
very recently supplied. Halifax with its;be enabled to do it? Surely by the com-
comparatively great wealth, its able minis. mencement of next session we shall hear of
ters, its splendid churches and its old con- | at least two or tiree more crossing the Atlan-
gregations, ought to come forward liberally | tic to enter upor their studies for the sacred
in this and such like cchemes, and show an , ministry. Yet it remains for our people to
example to other congregations, which are'{decide whether it shall or shall not be so.
of more recent origin and have not had such | Theirs must be the praise or_the blame—the
advantages for such development and or- |shame or the glory,  One thing however we
ganization. Yet the weaker congregations ,say and that fearlessly—that unless they now
cannot remain entirely aloof on account of ,'exer; themselves they need not expect much

their weakness. ‘I'he poor mens’ mite must | sympathy in future when they raise the cry

be cast il just as well as the rich mens’
larger sums—every man ‘according to his
ability—each bearing the other’s burden and
all anxious to promote the same good cause.
If such be done,. we can yet accomphsh
something worthy of us as a Church of
Christ.

We have always in former numbers of

the Ilecord dwelt on the importance of this |

Sclieme. We hope that it is quite unneces-
sary to urge its importance any further, and
that it recommends itself as one of the most
important, perhaps Zie most important of all
the schemes of the Church. And sure Iam
that it must have given much pleasure to all

of spiritual destitution—of silent Sabbaths
and unopened Sanctuaries. They can now
make provision agairist such a calamity—they
can aid in procuring a_constant supply by
coming forward and vigorously supporting
the young mens’ scheme. And if this be not
done, do we deserve sympathy >—let us bear
in mind “he who helps not himself shall
have help from nobody.” Surely the past
; might have taught us very serious lessons
' were we by any means apt to learn. Have
we not been looking for aid for many years
across the Atlantic and still look in vain for
j our wants and not be sul)p]ied even by't:he
; most energetic of Colonial Committees. The

its friends to witness the success which has , remedy is now in our own hands—let us be
. crowned the labors of those students at pre- | careful to use it. And we need not fear too,
sent studying both in the University of Glas- | great a supply of ministers of the Gospel in
gow and Canada at the conclusion of another | this Province. Even supposing all our pre- -
session, They have gained laurels which |sent vacancies were filled up, still we think
speak for themselves and stamp them as men ,this scheme ought to be v1gqrqusly support-
of no ordinary talent. Long may they con- jed. That field * the world” isindeed a wide
tinue to gain them, We believe this to be i one— the harvest truly is great and the
merely the first fruits of a greater harvest, | lahorers few.” And would it not still be an
the harbinger of still greater rewards. And Iobject worthy our best exertions to aid in
while we are well aware that those young ! educating laborers for this field even although
men would not thank us for the public no- | they should devote themselves to another
tice of their success, still we make mention portion of the vineyard apart from_their na-
of it even at the risk of their displeasure, {tive Province? What have we done as
feeling assured that it cannot fail of impart- | Church towards the evangelization of the
ing pleasure to their numerous frierds.  We | heathien world? Alas! we cannot point to
had the happiness of being intimate with , much—we acknowledge it with humility and
such of them as students in the University of | sincere sorrow. Yet we trust that the day is
Glasgow. We have walked with them, the | not far distant when we shall bestir ourselves

venerable courts of “Alma Mater,” saw them
in the intercourse of their fellow students—
watched with deep interest their “ appearan-
ces” at class and 1n society, and always felt
proud of them as countrymen and especially
(if God spare them) as the future ministers
of our beloved church in Nova Scotia. They
ave indeed possessed of all advantages and
under the sway of such influences as can
scarcely fail humanly speaking, of making
them workmen which need not be ashamed.
Yet let it be remembered that the number
at present studying in connection with this

in this great work and endeavor to do some-
thing in the cause of Foreign Missions.
Would it not be a noble work to educate one
wmissionary for the heathen world—to send
even one “to preach among tb? (?gn.ules the
unsearchable riches of Christ.” This would
indeed be unselfish and Christ-like—this
would be approximating our duty as subjects
of the kingdom of Christ. ‘The duty imme-
diately before us is one of a more selfish
kind—it does not concern the heathen but

ourselves—it points to an agency not fora
foreign land, but for our own country: Here
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we have not a shadow of an excuse for stand-
ing back and withholding our support. We
are bound to forward the interests of this
scheme not merely on the grounds of genera}
Christinn duty, but also on the grounds of
Christinn Patriotism. Who among our ad-
herents does not wish to see our beloved
Church prosper in this country? Who daes
not earnestly pray for the success of our
Zion, “ for the lengthening of her cords ang
the strengthening of her stakes?” Yet we
would remind them that the sincerity of thejr
prayers 1s very questionable if they contgut
themaelves by resting without putting forth
any vigorous exertions to promote the abject
of their pravers. Christ at his departyre
committed the interests of his Xjngdom to his
tollowers. That kingdom was tp spread and
flourish through the blessing of God or hu.
man ageney. In this great wark every fol-
lower must take a part, and each necording to
his ability. 1fe has a just claim on our time
and 1l:nts, and he expects sgme sagrifice
from each of his servants. And surely we
cannot deny him this. _Surely we cannot re-
fuse to do a little for Him who has done so
much for us. Is it not g great privilege to
be allowed to be fellow-workers in the grand
cause? to be enabled tg enjoy the satisfacs
tion of feeling that we gre doing something
for the promotion of the Kingdom of Christ?
We therefore appeal confidently to our
friends in behalf this scheme, {Ve trust
they will regard it to be both a privilege and
duty ta aid it by their contributions, and sp
engble the Presbytery to send additiona]
voyng men to study for the work of the mjn-
istpy. ‘Yo the collectors we would beg to say
one word in cpnclusion. Much of our suc-
cess depends upon you. We would wish you
to feel that yon are (independent of higher
consideration) performing'a duty and a ser-
vice to your country and yeur Church, and
we feel confident thac yoy will do it with
energy and zeal. Do nat be discouraged
even should you meet with colduess and in-
difference in some quarters {which I do nnt
much anticipate.) ILet the goodness of the
cause in which you are engaged arouse your
exertions, and may the blessing of God crown
souy labors. S M. G,
s Qe

" For the “Record.”

Where the churchyard foliage warves,
Side by side two grass-grown grayes;
1'hiz the resting place of one

Dying when life’s day was done;
1'hat for her, a little rose -

Blighted ere the morning’s clase ;

e on sunset closed his eyes ;

She but saw thgt sun arise,

Broken by tiie changeful strife,
Weary with the march of life,
At the curfew’s summoning bel}
He, the veteray soldier, fell,
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When the midnight watch came rqum}‘
Laid his knapsack on the ground,
Humbly crossed his hands in rest, \
Folded on a silent breast.

She, among the flowers at play,
Y.ovely as the new-born day,
Knowing not of toil or care,
Innocent as angels ave,

Girt with love and houshold blessing,
All life's richest gifts possessing,
Heaven exhaled the perfume dear

Of our dewdrop sparkling here.

He, an exile on our share,

Sought a home for evermore,
Bovhood's dawn and maunhood’s prime
Nurtured in that glorious clime
Where bright waters lave the strand
Of the German fatherland:

Here a wandering hiousghold lek{;
‘there the reaper bound ‘the sheaf,

She, a blossom af the lea,
g)urs from earliest infancy,

sike & Mayflower an the sod,
Sinless from the hand of God.
Nothing there—her all was here,
Househald love that held her dear;
Yet she knew the summoning word,
When oyr Father's veice was heard,

There they lay, grandsire and child ;

‘T'ears have fallen, lips have smiled;

Many a weary year since each

Pumb became tg mortal speech.

What are we? anl what are they?

Durs to suffer, ours to pray,

‘Waiting for the Master's call:

Theirs = Qh God! thou knowest all,
Halifax, June 20th, 1861. M. J. K.

ey rmrmrans () s

LCCLES]ASTICAL ITEMS,

PRESIDENT EDWARD'S RESOLUTIONS.—~
SELECTED FROM SEVENTY CONTAINED IN
His MeMoIR.—Reing sensible that I am un.
alle to do anything without God’s help, I do
humbly entreat him by his grace to enable
me to keep these resolutions, 80 far as they
are agieeable to his will, for Christ's sake.

1. That I will do whatsoever I think to be
most to the glory of God (and my own good,
profit, and pleasure, in the whole of my dur-
ation, without any consideration of the time,
whether now, or never so many myriads of
ages hence.) Resojved to do whatever 1
think to be'my dufy, and most for the good
and advantage of mankind in general. Ie.
solved o to do, whatever difficullies I meet
with, how many soever, aid how great
| soever. ;
| & Never to lose one moment of time, but
j to improve it in the most pro!itqblc way [
! possibly can, )
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y 6. To live with all my might while I do
e,

7. Never to do any thing which I should
}3? afraid to do if it were the last hour of my
ife.

8. To act in all respects, both speaking
and doing, as if nobody had been so vile as
I, and as if 1 had committed the same sins,
or had the same infirmities or failings as
others; and that I will let the knowle({rgu ofi
their faiiings promote nothing but shame in
myself, and prove only an oceasion of my,
confessing my own sins and misery to God.

9. ‘To think much, on all occasions, of my
dying, and of the common circumstances ,
which attend death.

10, When 1 feel pain, to think of the pains |
of martyrdom and of hell, ;

12, To be endeavoring to find out fit ob-.
jucts of charity and Yberality,

14, Never to do anything out of revenge.

15. Never to suffer the least motions of
anger towards irrational beings.

6. Never to speak evil of any one, so
that it shall tend to his dishonor, mure or,
}ess‘Tul)olx any account except for some real .
rood.”

17. That J will live so as I shall wish I had |
done when I come to die.

18, To live so, at all times, as I think is
best in my most devout frames, and when I
have the clearest notions of the things of the
Gospel, and another world,

19, Never to do any thing which I should
be atraid to do, if I expected it would not be
above an hour before I should hear the last
trump, : .

20. To maintain the strictest temperance
in eating and drinking,

22, To endeavor to obtain for myself as
much happiness m the other worldl as I pos-
sibly can, with all the power, might, vigor,
and vehemence, yea, violence, I am capable
of, or can bring myself to exert, in any way
that can be thought of.

25. To examine carefully, and constantly,
what that one thing in me is, which causes
me in the least to doubt of the love of God;
and to direct all my forces against it.

Dr. GUTHRIE ON SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT.
—On Wednesiday evening, a soirec was held
in Balmaleolm Free Church, for the purpose
of liquidating the congregational debt. 1.,
Guthne, who was present, delivered an excel-
lent addvess, in the course of which he said
—If all the members of our churches were
members—everybody working—if all this
congregation were working—what an amount
of good they would do! People say that it
is the business of the minister; that was the
old way of it. ‘I'hat it 1s the business of the
elders ; that is the old way too. At the bat-
tle of Waterloo, when we had some 40,000
or 50,000 men drawn up, and when the can-
nonading began at Hugomont, if the whole
British army had said—* 1t is not our busi-

. shop.
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ness to fight ; it is the Duke of Weilington's,
and the officers and lieutenants, and the cap-
tains and the majors, and the colonels’ duty
to fight"—where would we have been this
day? You know it as well as I do, that it
was not these men that won the battle; it
was the privates under. the guide and direc.
tion of the officers. 'The minimter’s duty is
to divect and guide. 'Their first business is
to preach. As to the work outside the
church, the minister should be the presiding,
guiding, animating, inspiring genius and spi-
rit of the whole, but every member of that
chutch should work.  When 1 was in Ports-
mouth, I went to visit a place 1 have great
interest in—3St. Mary's Street. I went along
that street till I came to a very humble part
of the town. I paused at the shop of the
man in whose history I felt so deep an inter-
est.  Iwentintotheshop.  Itwasacobbler's
I think it was about ten feet long by
seven wide, and there worked the poor cob-
bler. Before that man was laid in his grave,
he was the means of saving not less than 500
children from eternal ruin, and making them
useful members of society ; and he did that

i without fee—wi.hout reward—without pay—

without praise—without notice—Dbut that man
had run into celebrity since he was laid in his
grave. 'The man Ivefer to was John Pounds,
the founder of ragged schools. Iheve was
poor cobbler, who had his shop running over
with children. He was to get nothing for i,
and he used o entice the boys to come in;
and if he happened to be an Irish boy, he
might have been seen running down the quay
of Portsmouth holding a smoking potatoe
under his nose, and prevailing on the boy to
come to school. (Laughter.)) ‘There was
John Pounds, in the condition of a cobbler,
taking boys into his shop, and, while work-
ing, teaching them reading, writing and
arithmetic 3 and betore he died that man was
the means of saving no less than five hundred
children. Have you saved cae?  You have
the means o do it, many of you; that man
never had. That was what the cobbler did;
and now I will tell you what I saw in Lon-
don. I went away to the darkest, most
ragged, wicked district of London—dark and
dingy, save where the glare of what is called
the gin palaces of London throw their light
on the dark wynd of prostitutes and
haunt of robbers—accompanied by two gen-
temen. I at last reached a large dingy
building; I ascended the trap stair, whicn
led to a building about half us large as this
church, and I found myself in the strangest
scene of misery, woe, crime, wretchedness,
and guilt T ever saw. That place was fitted
up as a refuge for houseless women; that
was a refuge for women who had no place to
lay their head but on the-cold stone steps of
adoor. Here they found a fire, & couch, and
a roof to shelter them. 'There were not less
than thirty, forty, or fifty of them there.
Many of them had retived to their couches;
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they were ranged wp along the wall, then was
Iait on the floor a piece'of wood, with a piece
of ¢rverlet. I never saw such countenances,
where vice and guilt stared at you. Sucha
scene of misery I never saw. And now who
aas there P In the middle of the room there
stood a table. On that table stood a Bible,
out of which these poor wrethed outcasts
heard the Word of God, of Christ; and by
that table stood a womau, or I might say an
angel, She had left her father, mother, and
brother and sister, and came to be the mother,
the sister, the physician, and the friend of these
wretched outcasts, for whem no one cared.
I'nis woman in humble life had done much,
and you see what women in high life have
done, I was one day waited on by a woman
in Edinburgh, wanting my advice about
something 1 was interested in. This woman
opened her school and took in some dozen
«<hildren on Sabbath evenings; then she took
them in on the week days; then she tried to
get some to §i\'e her assistance, and get
means to enable Her to give these children a
areal; and the acorn thus implanted in the
ground vecame a goodly tree.  This was an
amazing fine example of great power. That
woman was no lady. "I'hut woman had ne
itle. ‘That woman had no place. That wo-
man had no wealth. That woman was neither
more nor less than the wife of an ordinary
blacksmith. That is what a blacksmith’s
wife can do, or any man’s wife who has got
the heart. I could tell you many others, but
I waut, in conclusion, to allow the people to
see  what the members of a church can do.
‘I'his was in Hamburg, one of the most wick-
ed .cities of the world, It was connected
with a cobbler’s shop, and he was a trades-
man in Hamburg., ‘fhey had also John
Pounds, the cobbler; and he hal heard of
one in Morayshire who had been doing the
sime thing for the last twenty-five years.
These sons of Crispin ought to make us
ashamed of ourselves, and it raises the very
business of a cobblet in my eves. (Applause.)
I was going to tell you that Oncken und four
other men (which was told me by a foreign
gentleman as true, and I give you his own
statement) met in the cobbler’s shop in the
town of Hamburg, to try to put a check to
the wickedness of the town, which was dread-
ful.  These five men resolved to form them-
selves into a church, Twenty years ago they
tormed themselves into a church, that church
cousisting of five members. That was twen-
ty years ugo., Now let us leap over twenty
years. ‘That church, which consisted of five
wembers, has spread over Hamburg, over
more or less of the ndighhoring States, till
now the five has grown to 50,000; and we have
reason to believe that of that 50,000 no less
than 20,000 truly converted souls are among
them. The ground of entering the church
of Hamburg was that every member was to
be a working member of it In Edinburgh
my congregation come and got fed in the
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forenoon; but the church in Hambyrg o,
sembled for worship in the forenoon, ang in
the afternoon men and women went 1o the
fields and the roads, the hedges, the lanes,
the byeways of Hamburg, ind they brought
othérs in. It is not only ministers that: are
to say, Go. The spiritis Gol's apirit; the
bride is Christ’s Church ; the ministers, elders,
all men on earth are tc say, Come; and that
is the reason why that church las made such
progress ; and I bedeve there never was o
church so blessed of God. ‘There are some
people who live for enjoyment in this world.
This world is not for enjoyment; it is for
emplayment. ‘his earth 1s not for the wages,
but for the work. Earth for the work, hea-
ven for the wages; earth for employment,
heaven for enjoyment; earth for toil, heaven
for vest.

TsTABLISHED  CHURCH.—Presbytery of
Edinburgh—~A meeting of this rev. Court
was held on Tuesday—Dr. Fowler, modera-
tor. A letter was read from tha Rev. J.
Stuart, St. Andrew’s Church, asking leave to
resign his appointment to the General As-
sembly; but the Court, by 15 to 7, declined
to receive it. A lengthened debate then
took place on the report presented by a com-
mittee at last monthly meeting, which propo-
sed to put an end to the arrangement recent-
ly entered into for Trinity College Church
congregation worshipping in’ the old church
which has heen deprived of a minister by the
Annuity-tax Act, and proposing that the for-
mer should be sent to New Street Church,
Canongate. It was contended that by the
present junction of the congregaticns, the
effort to raise a separate endowment for the
old church would be neutralized, and it was
answered- that the arrangement would only
subsist till Trinity College Church was re-
huilt, and that New Street Church was un-
suitable. It was rosolved, by 15 to 12, to
disapprove the report and discharge the com-
mittee, ‘Uhe Preshytery thereafter proceed-
ed to ordain Mr. Barbour to the charge of
St, Saviour’s, in the colony of Berhice.
Leave of absence was granted to the Rev.
A. R. Bonar, on account of ill health.

St. CoLumBa CuurcH.—Yesterday after-
naon, the Rev. Norman Macleod was ordain-
ed as assistant and successor to his uncle,
the Rev. Dr, Norman Macleod, of St, Co-
lumba Church, Hope Street, in that church,
The church was crowded by the congrega-
tion and their friends, and the services were
conducted by the Rev. Mr. Park of Cumber-
nauld, who delivered an eloquent discourse
from Matthew xix. 27. In the evening a
soiree was held in the City Hall on the occa-
sion of the ordination, and the chair was oec-
cupied bythe Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod, of
the Barony. Reside the chairman were—
the Rev. ﬁorman "Macleod, the Rev, Dr.
Macleod, of Moarven, father of the youthful
Pastor ; Rev. Dr. Runciman ; Rev. Dr. Mec-
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Farlane; Rev, Mr. Middleton; Rev. Mr.
Dodds ; Rev. Mr. Alison; Rev. Mr. Mitch-
¢l!; Rev. Mr, Stewart; Rev. J. C. Bryce;
and the elders of the congregation. The
Hall was well filled. After tea, the Chair-
man delivered an address, in which he ex-
pressed his belief that they could scarcely
have got & more fitting minister for St. Co-
lumbn Church, and that it was most renzark-
abie that therg,had scarcely been ever a call
laid before a Presbytery so numerously sign-
ed, theze having been affixed to it the signa-
tures of 1100 communicants and adherents
of the congregution. Mr. M’Lean, in name
of the ludies of the congregation, yresented
Mr, Macleod with an elegant gown, a Bible,
and Psalm-books; and read an address, in
which was expressed the unanimous wish of
the congregation; that their newly-appointed
minister might long be <pared to labour
amongst them.  Mr. Macleod suitably repli-
ed { after which auidresses were delivered by
the Rev. Dr. Macleod, of Morven, the Rev.
Mr. Dodds, and the Rev. Mr. Middleton.
I'he soiree was a most agrecable one.

FREE St. JouN's CHURCH.—POSTURES
DURING DIVINE SERVICE.—Ata congrega-
tional meeting of the Free St. John’s Church,
held on Wednesday evening—Dr. Guthrie in
the chair—it was resalved, gy a large majori-
ty, to adopt the stending posture in singing.
~—Seoteman.

TRANSLATION OF THE REV. MR. Mac-
LAREN TO THE CHUGRCH OF FRASERBURGH.
—On Monday evening, a meeting of’ the
Newark congregation was held in the church
—~Lawrence Hill, Eaq,, in the chair. The
Rev. Mr. Moffat, Port Glargow; Rev. Mr.
-Somerville, Irvine; Rev. Mr. Maclaren;
James Anderson, Esq., of Highholm, with
other members of session, and trustees, oc-

cupied the principal seats near. the chair.|)

‘There was a large attendance, and the house
was well filled. ~The meeting had been con-
vened for the twofold purpose of taking fare-
well of the Rev. Mr. Maclaren, their esteemed
minister, who has received the presentation
to the church and parish of Fraserburgh, and
also to offer him a substantial mark of their
regard and appreciation ot his worth, ‘'The
articles, which had been wholly subscribed by
the congregation, were then presented by the
Chairman, who, in a few felicitous observa-
tions, expressed his sorrow at Mr. Maclaren’s
removal from amongst them, a regret, how-
ever, which was moderated by the reflection
thay he was leaving for a larger sphere of
usefulness, The Chairman then presented
Mr. Maclaren, in name of the congregation,
with a valuable timepiece, set in Parian mar-
ble, and covered by a glass shade; a solid
silver jug, exquisitely chased; together with
i very neat canieo brooch for Mrs, Maclaven.
Mr. Maclaren acknowledged the valuable
gifts in suitable terms, and warmly responded
to the sentiments of the Chairman in regard
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to Newark congregation. The Rev, Mr.
Moffat, Port Glasgow, expressed the gratifi-
cation he felt in the recollection of the many
rears he had spent in cordial friendship with
Ir. Maclaren, associated as they had beer in
the same locality, and how frequently they
had co-operated together in every good word
and work. After similar expressions of es-
teem and good wishes for his success in his
new spheve of labor, by several other speak-
ers, the meeting separated.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN  SyYNob. — This
rev, body commenced its annual session on
Monday. The Rev. Dr, Harper, retiving Mad..
crator, preached from Maithew v, 14, after
which Dr. Robson, of Glasgow, was chosen
Moderator over Dr, Smith, of Biggar, by 91
to 87. The Rev. H. M. Macgiil gave in th-
report on the annual statistics of the Churei.
The following ave the leading figures of the
report :—Number of communicants, 163,566,
Accessions, 4,682, Baptisms, including 94
adults, 9,5687. Congregational income—tur
strictly congregational purposes—£157,627
3s. 13d. Missionary and benevolent income,
£40,152 19s. 4d. Total, £197,780 2=, Jad.
Debt liguidation in 1860, 46,000 16s. d.
Stipends, £78,387 9s. 2. Average coutri-
butions for all purposes by each congregation,
£366 18s. 9d.  Sabbath schools 942; teach.
ers, 8,719; attendance, 68,854; advanced
classes, 718; attendance, 20,568; day schools,
76; libraries, 493 ; volumes, 167,311; prayer
meetings, weekly, 1,183; fortnightly, 133
monthly, 314; agaregate attendance al these,
43,970, 'T'he three great statistical facts of
the year 1860 relate to the number of prayer
meetings, the amount of efforts in extinguish-
ing debt, and the aggregate of contributions
for all Christian objects. Each of thesc
amounts exceeds the figures of the previous
rear, which were all of them much in advance
of any result previously attained. 1860, debt
poid in 483 congregations, £4,317; total
contributions of the Church, £20,278; aggre-
gate attendance al prayer meetings, 43,970,
As usual, for the first few. days the busincas
will be of a merely routine character.

U. P. Syxop.—This reverend hody have
continued their sittings during the past and
present week up till last night when they
were to terminate, The business has been,
for the most part, of a strictly denominational
character. ‘The only subject of general im-
portance was that of Spiritual Independence
regarding which two sets of overtures were
brought up—the one hy Dr Tohnston, of
Limekilns, affirming the extre., = view in fa-
vor ot the doctrine, and binding down all
the ministers and members of the bodies to
an implicit obedience to.the decisions of the
Churc&x; even when its courts saw fit, in what
they might consider urgent cases, to alter or
suspend their regular procedure. The other
was supported by Mr. Robertson, of Stowe,
and was in direct opposition to this, reserving
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to the members all rights at common law,
'The Synod rejected hoth in favor of a third,
by Mr. Macewan, of Claremout Street, Glas-
gow, which simply referred the matter to the
standards already iu existence, without at-
tempting to define minutely their bearings
on the subject. In other words, it sought to
leave the point, as far as possible, an open
question, to be resolved according to the cir-
cumstances of each particular case, ‘Lhe
weneral reports on churches, schools, and
financial matters bore that the Synod was in
a healthy and prosperous condition.

e )

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCO11..

NOVA SCOTIAN STUDENTS.

We have more than once had the pleasing
duty of bringing under the notice of our
readers the marked distinctions won at the
Scotch Universities by those gentlemen who
are now laboring with so much zeal and ac-
ceptance anlong us as ministers or mission-
aries. Every member of the Church was

proud of their success, as not only reflecting
t

honor upon it, but upon their native pro-
vince. It was no insignificant matter to hear
so often on the 1st of May in one of the
most august and learned assemblies in the
world, year by year, the name of Nova Sco-
tia called out, coupled with the highest hon-
ors the Assembly had to bestow. It was, in-
deed a proud distinction, that in an eager
but generous contest with a thousand com-
petitors from every country on the globe, a
tirst, and more than once the very foremost
place should be held by young Nova‘Scoti-
ans, We are sure it must afford no small
satisfaction to every true lover of his coun-
try that though these young men have left
the field to younger aspirants, the name of
Nova Scotia promises to keep its place in the
lists.. From the letter of a correspondent in
another part of the presert number it will be
observed that at the University of Glasgow
the following prizes have been carried by
Nova Scotians:

Charles Grant, Pictou, prize in Senior Latin,
Daniel M, Gordon, Pictou, 3rd prize in Logic.
Willlam Fraser, New Glasgow, 1st prize

Senior Anatomy.

William Fraser, do. 2nd do.
Surgery.

William Fraser, do. 2nd do.

Physiology.

R. Gross, N. %,., 1st Honorary Certificate in
Anatomy, 2und in Surgery, and 4th in
Midwifery.

Q. V. Calhoun, N, B., honors in Medicine.

Alexander Cameron, Picton, do. )

§. Macalmon, N. Brunswick, 1st prizé Junior
Anatomy. ‘

J. Macalmon, do. . 2nd do. Surgery.

John B. Fraser, New Glasgow, degree of M.
D., with honors.
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. Read, Cumberland, N. S., elected F. R.
C. 8. of Edinburgh.

We have heard also that Mr. Porteous
from New Brunswick has distinguished him-
self highly in the ‘Cheolcyrical classes in the
University of Edinburgh.

Is not the above list an honor to Nova
Scotin and New Brunswick, and especially
8o when we keep in mind that unlike many
of the provincial Colleges, thetvarious classes
instead of consisting, it may be. of a dozen
students average from 130 to 200 in each
class, from England, Scotland, and Iveland,
cducated in the best seminaries and by the
most distinguished masters.

Surely such a result as the above ought te
encourage us in . prosecuting the Young
Men’s Scheme with all possible vigor, and
to open every heart that is net absolutely
made of stone.

0

NEETING OF ST. ANDREW'S CONGREGATION,
PICTOU, IN BEHALF OF THE YOUNG
MEN’S SCHEME.

Immediately after the conclusion of divine
service in this church on Monday 24th ult.,
a meeting of the congregation was held to
adopt means for® strengthening this import-
ant Scheme. It was not a very large one,
the greater portion of the country part of the
congregation having left before business
commenced. William Gordon, Esq., was
called to the chair, and having explained
briefly the object of the meeting, called upon
the Rev. Mr. Grant, missionary, to advocate
the claims which the Scheme had upon the
Church. Mr. Grant addressed the meeting
at some iength with great vigor and earnest-’
ness, He showed that if our Church was to
continue to exist. in this province this Scheme
must be made her sheet anchor,; that since
1843 only one Gaelic speaking missionary
had been sent out by the Parent Church, and
that the only possible hope for us was that ot
educating natives of ths province for the
ministry. It was not a matter of choice buv
of necessity, and those who tarned their
backs now upon this Scheme were in reality
turning their backs upon their Church, and
lending a bhand to her destruction. He
pomnted out what had been done and was
doing by other Christian bodies, and con-
cluded with an eloquent and impressive ap-

ea! in behalf of the best interests of our

loved Zion. - 'The Rev. Mir. Macmillan in
a few practical remarks stated with equal
force and point that if the County of Pictou
refused to support this Scheme the mission-
aries who were its first fruits must come t
the painful conclusion that that they have nos
come up to the expectations of the people.
‘I'he Rev. Mr. Herdman recommended the
Scheme earnestly to his neople, setting fortl.
its immense importance to the Gaelic speak-
ing portion of the Church, and the corres.
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ponding duty that lay upon them. The Rev.
Mr. Sinclair showed the pressing wants of
the Church; the many yacant and destitute
tields both in Pictou and other parts, and es-
pecially in Cape Breton, stating that that very
day a very numerously signed call had been
forwarded to one of the missionaries from
Middle River, Baddeck and Bourlarderie Is-
and.  ‘The Rev. Mr, Magkay next addressed
the people in a stirring and effective speech.
He poiuted out the dutjes of Pictou not only
as a rich and able congregation, but as the
charge in the coynty town, and qne whieh had
heen privileged to reccive a large amount of
the services of the missionaries, He pointei
out the value of the Seheme both to the Chyreh
and to the student, and what a Joad of anxi-
ety it would take from the mind of the latter,
from the mere consciousness that it was there
to full back upon, even though he should
never happen to requite its aid. After a few
words from ove or two laymen a subseription

list was opened, and the syn} of 8154 was,

signed hy a dozen individuals, Jt wasagreed
that collectors be appointed, and that every
member and adherent of the Chureh be waited
on, when it is hoped that none will refuse to
give his or her mite in s good and so press-
ing a cause. ‘T'he Exghequer js empty. There
are now four young men upon the Scheme—
two in Scotland, and two in Canada, and
several applications hgve been made from
others of the highest character and the great.
cst promise. Who can refuse? Surely no
one who loves his Church, and would wish to
see it prosper? Let ys remember the widow
who dropped her twg mites into the treasury,
and our blessed Lord’s opinion of the act.

THY CHURCH X PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND,

Our ministers on the Island have been cla-
moring for a missionary ever since the last
batch landed in Noya Seotin; and agcord-
ingly the Pictou Presbytery sent me oyer in
May to give 2 month’s supply to the yapant
stations there. Almost the whgle of that
time ['spent in Georgetown; for while it
never was a very strong congregation, at pre-
sent it is peculigrly weak ; and the liberality
of the Colonial Committee has hitherto pre-
vented it from exerting itself so much as it
pught to have done. The pogulation of the
village and royalty i hetween 700 and 80Q
souls, more than half of whom are Boman
Catholics; the remajnder belong to the
Lhurck of Scotland or the Church of Eng-
land. In the country roynd about there are
also two denominations of Baptists, two va;
rieties of Methodists, and several Free
Lhurchmen. Some 13 or 16 families once
belonging to our Churgh are now Romanjsts;
a few became lgpjscoi)aliaus, and a consider-
ble number joined the Baptists, Many who
still call themselves Church of Scotland men
are in reality nothingarians, “caring for none

165

of those things;” glad of any excuse that
will keep them away from Church or from the
discharge of any other religious duty. In
fact, while there are some noble men in con-
nection with it, yet the congregation as a
whole has hitherto been deficient in spiritual-
ity and zeal. It is useless to ask whose fault
js this; it is enough to know that it would be
a disgrace for the Church to allow the fieid
to remain long in its present condition,
Georgetown iy prettily situated on a apit
of land lying hetween two rivers or arms of
the sea. At the head of one of these rivers
(called Cardigan), and about six miles from
Georgetown, is tlie shell of a church—com-
menced by Mr. Laockhead, but which has not
| veceived a stroke of work sinee his departure
| from the Island. Phis building would he
very convenient for some 20 or 30 families 3
and Mr. Lockhead deserves great credit for
setting it agoing and carrying it on in spite
of much indifference and other difficulties.
He set the right example to the people by
going himself to the woods for lumber for it,
and by boarding and shingling at ity and [
trust that something will be doue this sum-
mer Dy the people towards its completion.
Were it finished, it would furnish ina year
or two, along with Georgetown, a sufficient
field for the undivided services of a minister,
In the meantiwme, half the services of a mis-
sionary is all thut Georgetown could afford to
secure, and considering the size of the con-
gregation perhaps that would be quite suffi-
cient gypply. The people have now given
roof of their anxiety for ordinances, for they
lave already forwarded £10 (Island currency)
to pay for the five Sabbaths on which they
received services ; and the trustees have given
a bond to the effect that they will pay for 3
rears the sum of £75 per annum, quarterly,
in advance, for half the services of a mission-
ary of the Church of Scotland. For a people
so weak and scattered, this is wonderful; and
I trust that at the approaching meeting of
Synod, their case will receive the most favor-
able consideration, If something be not dane
for them now, we had better surrender this
and other out-statjons an the Island to some
ather Church. .
If a missionary were sent to the Island in
the Autumn for a year or two, there is an-
other place to which he could devote halt of
his time. ] refer to St. Peter's road, about
6 miles from Charlottetown, and 36 from
Georgetown. Quy people there are building
a church, which will be finished in October
first; and then they intend to offer £75 for
half the sgrvices of a missionary, Indeed I
expect that this offer will be handed in to the
Island Preshytery before the meeting of Sy-
nod. Thye we might have on the Island
what we never had even an approach unto
before ;—a missionary paid by the people and
not by the Colonial Committee. ‘Ihere are
sufficient fields of labor around Charlottetown
to engage the whole time of another minis.




166 THE MONTHLY RECORD oF
ter; but as we are trying to get along on our
own resources, we must make small begin-
nings and feel our way. At present the
Jsland Presbytery is ludiorously weak, con.
sudering the number of our people within its
hounds. Instead of two ministers, it should
count at the least four: but better that it
should remain as it is than that it should
hurden the Colonial Committee longer. We
have been too long in matters financial “ un-
der tutors and governors:” it is high time
that we should begin to keep house for our-
selves and at our own expense. It is not
pleasant to be taunted with the receipi of
“foreign money,” when our people are as able
and as willing to pay as any other denomina-
tion in the Provinces.
GEORGE M. GRANT.

{) YN——

MEETING 0% THE PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

St. dndrew’s Church, June 5, 1861,
Which time and place the Presby-
tery of Pictow met and was con-
stituted.  Sederunt, Le.
Inter Alia.

Calls and subseription lists from the con-
gregations of Wallace River and Folly,
Mountains were laid on the table. On a con-
sideration of the whole circumstances in con-
nection with this case, the Presbytery resolve
to proceed with the induction of Mr. Me-
Curdy as soon as possible after the meeting
of the Synod, during the session of which
definite arrangements will be made.

Mr. Herdman requested leave of absence
for the term of three months, commencing
with the Sabbath dfter the meeting of Synod,
which was granted. The Preshytery agree
to supply Mr. Herdman's pulpit every second
Sabbath during his absence.

Missionaries received appointments as fol-
lows, viz:—Mr. Grant, June 16th and 23rd,
River John. Mr. Sinclair, June 9th and 16th,
Roger’s Hill, June 23rd, Pictou. Mr..Came-
ron, June 9th, Lochaber; June 1€th, Barney's
River; June 23rd, New Glasgow; July 7th,
Cape John, at the dispensation of the Lord’s
Supper. Mr. Cameron was authorized to take
steps in Lochaber towards the election of
clders in that congregation.

With respect to amﬁicalion for supplement

-from the Colonial Committee, it was moved,
seconded, and unanimously agreed to, that
Presbyterial examination shall in future pre-
cede, In every case, the sanctioning of any
such application. The Presbytery appoint
to meet 1n the Church at Maclennan’s Moun-
tain on the 29th of July for the purpote of
enquiring into the necessity of the continu-
ance of the supplement granted by she Colo-
nial Committee to this congregation. Ar
.awplication for supplement from the Colonial
‘Committee having been made by the trustees
of St. Mattitew’s Church, Pugwash, the Pres-
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bytery appoint to meet in said church on the
25th day of July for the same X\\rpose.

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously
agreed to, that meetings shall be held on the
Monday after the Sacraments, which shall be.
held previous to the meeting of Synod, for
the purpose of urging increased support of’
the “ Young Men's gcheme, and obtaining
subscriptions for the same.

Messrs, Sinclair and Cameron were en-

Jjoined to have their report of their mission to*

Cape Breton in readiness by next meeting,
\svhich shall take place during the Session of
ynod, :
Adjourned to meet in Pictou on the first
Wednesday of September. .
JAMES CHRISTIE, Pres. Clerk.

0

REPORT OF FOREIGN MISSIONS,

From the statemonts as to the wark at the
different stations, it appears that the insti-
tutions for imparting a Chritian education
to the natives are still maintained at Cal-
cutta, Madras, and Bombay. The prepara-
tion of young men for the ministry also
occupies a larze share of attention. The
congregation of natives, under a native pas-
tor, at Madras, continues to flourish; while
instruction is given in the vernacular by
native licentiates at Vellore, and by cate-
chists and others elsewhere. In accordance
with the desire strongly expressed by the sup-

orters of the Mission, both at home and in

ndia, preparation is now making for having
the gospel preached in the vernacular by
Furopean missionaries. For this purpose,
your missionaries at Gyah and Sealcote are
zealously cuitivating an acquaintaintance with
the language; and taking every method of
acquiring familiarity with the feelings, habits,
and modes of thinking that will prevail among
the natives. The eflect of their exertions
will afterwards appear; and there is every
reascn to hope that, by these means, many
now in darkness may be enlightened and con-
verted to the Christian faith. But your Com-
mittee are constrained 0 express their ex-
treme regret that the funds at _their disposal
are not such as to warrant such an extension
of the Mission as they earnestly desire. The
Church might be expected to make contribu-
tions for the Forei?_n Missions on a scale far
beyond that which has ever yet been reached.
Instead of one missionary at Calcutta, one at
Gyah, and one at Madras, with only two at
Bombay and Sealkote, there ought to be at
least THREE MISSIONARIES AT EVERY STA-
TION. But although licentiates, thoroughly

ualified, ave prepared to enter the Mission-
geld, and the Committee are decidedly con-
vinced that the number of missionaries ought
to be increased, they cannot take upon them-
selves the responsibility of making additional
appointments at an_annual expenditure far
exceeding that which the funds conuributed
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by the Church would cnable them them to
meet. Some congregations contribute liber-
ally, but there are still a considerable number
of parishes in which no collection is made;
while the contributions from many parishes
are very small—some being not more than
from ten to fifteen shillings cach, and a few
even less. The Committee arve aware that,
without a minute acquaintance with the con-
dition of a purish, it is mmpossible to form a
correct estimate of the sums that might be
raised for such objects by the members of the
Church; but they are strongly impressed
with the conviction that, were tue observation
to extend the knowledge of the gospel fre-
quently and earnestly pressed upon the atten-
tion of congregations, aud the actual condi-
tion of the Mission made familiar by a
statement of that which is attemptad and
done, a much larger revenue might be rea-
sonably expected.

Unless our congregations can be induced,
in many cases, to double or triple their con-
tributions, it is impossible to p‘iace the Mis-
sion on a proper footing. The influence
which it ought to have cannot be secured s
and although, to a limited degree, it may
continue to work heneficially, it can produce
no great and truly gratifving results. That
this may be accomplished, the zeal of the
Church on behalf of this important Mission
must be fully roused.  Its success must be
the burden of many prayers. Acquaintance
with its details must be carvefully and univer-
«ally sought, and an interest felt in its suc-
cess, not dependent on the more or les fas-
cinating manner in which its condition is
deseribed, but on the strength of the desire
that missionaries may be appointed who may
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
viches of Christ. Unless this desire has be-
come so restless and so importunate as to
refuse to be satisfied without active exertion,
large contributions cannot be raised. The
Committee, therefore, would press the neces-
sity of making every effort to kindle thisdesire.
They do so under & very deep sense of the
importance of the work assigned to them,
and with an anxiety growing more intensc,
Jest, through apathy as to this great object,
the splendid opportunity of extending the
Redeemer’s kindom in India may be permit-
zed to pass unimproved. ‘The kind liberulity
which the sufferers from famine have expe-
zienced, and the readiness with which Iluros
pean benevolence has brought relief to thou-
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Let a zealous missionary spivit in all our con-
gregations, give fervor to the prayery Thy
kindom come,” and liberal contributions mav
be confidently anticipated. But it is neces-
sary that the duty of contributing be urgently,
repeatedly, and affectionatly enjoined, and
that much prominence be given to the great
and beneficent objects contemplated by this
Mission. By regular collections or parochiat
associaticns, and by private persuasion, when
opportraities oceur, a large accession to the
funds must be provided. Your Committee,
insterd of having to contend with difficulties
that mere money could remove, would thus
he enabled to secure valuable services, which,
unless accepted now, will be altogether lost
to our Foreign Mission ; and, additional mis-
sionaries having been appointed, the Church
of Scotland might share with other Churches
the glorious distinction of conferring on India
the most precious blessing by which a land
can be enriched. Favorable fields of mis-
sionary labor might be successively occupicd;
and, throughk the power of the Gospel of
Christ Jesus, and the effectual working of the
Spirit on High, there might be gradually ef-
fected a change so great and so clearly mani-
fested, as to justify the application to the
people of India of the language of the pro-
phet, “Violence shall no more be heard in thy
land, wasting nor destruction within thy bor-
ders : but thou shalt cail thy walls Salvation,
and thy gates Praise. ‘The sun shall no more
be thy light by day; neither for brightness
shall the moon give light to thee: but the
Lorp shall be unto thee an everlasting light,
and thy God thy glory.”
In name and by appoiniment of Committec,
Jamrs Craig, D. D,
Convener.

REVIEW OF THE PAST MONTIHL.

During the early part of last month the
Assemblies or Synods of the various Presbhy-
terian Churches in Scotland have been hold-
ing their annual meetings.  For a condensed
account of @ portion of the business of our
own Assembly we refer our readers to the
present number of the Record. From these
proceedings a tolerably fair idea mny be

"wathered of the state and prospects of our

sands who were miserably perishing for want ; Church. The Endowment Scheme so nobly
of food, must have prepared a pathway for | pogun by Dr. Robertson will probably be

the Christian missionary. Confidence in their
rulers cannot fail to have been restored, and

carried out with all the spirit and to the full

1o faith in a revelation from heaven which has , extent intended by its accompliscd and en-

led to sacrifices so directly beneficial to them- |

selves, the natives of India, we may reasona-
bly hope, must be favorably disposed. But
that the fitting means for their instruction
and conversion may be employed, the number
of our missionaries must be largely increased.

thusiastic founder.  Much dissatisfaction was
justly expressed with the condition of all the
other schemes. ¥inanciully speaking, they
are anything but what they ought to be.
The Colonial Scheme is worst of all, the
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Committee having been under the necessity f Ceuntry, by various American Ambassadors

of trenching upon the reserve fund for seve-
ral years past. It is t2 be hoped that the
Church, contrasting its utility with its perfor-
mangces, will rouse itself at once toa sense
of its requirements and its duties.

Not fewer than three cases arising out of
the peculiar character of Lord Aberdeen’s
bill were this year before the Assembly. Iin
every case the presentee was ordered to be
inducted. Of course, while the law remains
as it is, no fault could be found with the As-
sembly—but we quite agree with the opinion
expressed by the Duke of Asgyle, that pat-
ronage even in its present very modified form
will be an ever recurring difficulty; and though
it is not likely that purely popular election
would secure better ministers, or ever pre-
vent wrangling and contention, still it would
remove an evil which has more than once
threatened the integrity of the Church as an
veclesiastical fabric.

‘We observe that the great Union has heen
before the Assembly. They have agreed to
recognise the ministers of the Church of Scot-
land in Australia who have joined the Union
and to express the heartiest feelings for the
vrosperity of the United bedy. It is very
evident however, that they are not well ac-
quainted with the general feeling in British
America ameng the adherents of our Church,
with regard to this matter.  We may be mis-
taken, but we do not_think that either in
Canada or the fower Provinces is a Preshy-
terian family Union so near at hand as to be
within the compass of a few years. The
subject will no doubt be hefore our own Sy-
nod, as the late Moderator had a document
forwarded to him, inviting the Church of
Scotland in Nova Scotia to make common.
cause with the now United Presbyterian
hody, and join in a bond of Union, upon.the
hasis which they have already adopted. “This
letter bears the official signature of. the
Moderator of that Church, and we have no
dount will be considered and answered with.
the respect and courtesy due to so large and.
influential a body as the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces.

In secular matters there are some items of
interest and: importance.. 'Lhe struggle in
the United States after a-period of six. months,
can scarcely be said to have begun, and while
it is inflicting: immense evil and loss upon
both, we can searcely say contending parties,
us well as the commercial world at large,
there cannot be-a doubt that every day is
making it clear, that the North- and South
can never be again re-united. A causclessly
bitter spirit against Great Britain secms to be
growing in the North, and violent rarangucs,.
we can give them no better name, have been
delivered inParis, at the expense of the Mother

to the European courts. This will not serve
very materially the cause’ they advocate so
warmly.

The Great Eastern has been commissioned
by the English Government to carry out
about 3000 troops to Canada.

We have to chronicle the total loss of
another Atlantic steamer, the Canadian, of
the Montreal line. ‘I'his is the fourth vessel
which has been lost by this unfortunate Com-
pany. She had about 200 souls on board of”
whom about 30 went down and p-rished with.
the ship. She struck a pan of ice in the
Straits of Belle Isle and sank in 30 minutes.
We see it stated in the House of Commons,
that the Cunard Co. in 21 years have never
been fined and have never asked once for in-
dulgence from the Government, and during
all that long period have lost only one steam-
er, the Columbia, and not a single life. Such
a thing we helieve is almost without a par-
allel in the history of steam navigation.

Gold continu-s to be found in Tangier in
sufficient quantities to be drawing accessions
of adventurers to the diggings. We have
not yet heard however of any. valuable nug-
gets having been found.

Peace has been concluded:in New Zealand
by the unconditional surrender of the natives.

A great slave depot on the western coast of
Africa has been bombarded by a British fleet
and 700 of the natives are reported to have
been slain.

The Syrian question. is said to have been
definitively settled by the appointment of a
Christian Governor to the Lebanon, under
the control:of the Porte, but with the pro-
tection.of the great European powers. It is.
to:be hoped that this plan- may bring about
the desired’ results and obtain for Turkey a.
little longer respite.

Count Chvour, by far the greatest man in
the history of the Italian struggle for unity,.
is dead. The event as might %e expected,
has produced a profound sensation through-
out the whole of Europe. Time will deter-
mine whether Sardinia possesses. another
man equal to the situation, or whether the
great leader and statesman being. gone, Pied-
mont will possess the courage or the ability
to carry out the programme, whose object is.
one Italy and one Italian sovereign with Bome
for a capitaband the Pope as a simple priest..
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Dr., Cr.
1860. 1860
Sept. 10, To prid A. Gunn, £3 0 0 June 30, By bal. per ac. rendi’d Synod,£122 16 4}
1861. Aug. 10, New Glasgow Congregation, & 9 1o
Jan'y 15, To paid Rev. J. Sin-
clair, 30 0 0 By Monies received from the different
Balance, 07 11 4 Congregations, West Riding, Pictou,
per Account of John Crerar, Fsquire,
as published in Record, 27 T
Nov. 14, By N. Glasgow Congregation, 6 13 N
1861.
Jan'y 13, By Barney’s River Con. 3 3 1o

e £162 11 4 )
1831 1561,
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Maxch 6, N. Glasgow Congregation, a14 74
March 27, McLellan’s Mt Con. G T %
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