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UF THE LOWER PROVINCES

SEPTEMBER, 1S6S.

B8 00D'S RIGHTEQUSHESS AS THE GREAT
MOUNTAINS *

M The wicked flourish; all seems to go well
@B with them. They have their hearts desire.
W God is not in their thoughts. * OQur lips are
S our own : who is Lord overus?”  We are
E .n cnd to ourselves, and anything that
® interferes with us must be crushed out of
BB cxistence. Thus unrighteousness insolently
K lifts its head and frowns darkly on the meek
B virtucs that seem blighted with the all-

B encompassing gloom.  Truth, love, peace,
B darity do not pay; they afford not the
B8 dcsired amount of pleasure,—they afford no
B 1leasure at all, but rather the keenest pain.
B They are therefore thrusy with violence out
B o sight, and all that bears their impress is
B isted with o deadly hate. ¢ There is no
B Cod,” saith the fool; * orif there is a God,
B be doth not heed, or know orsee.”  So the
B& o0l pursues his own career, satisfied that
M 1) is of more consequence than aught else
& i the universe than God.

@8 Such is the character of fallen man, ina
8 len world. Hate takes the place of love;
B clf the place of God ; and an exterminating
B var is corried on against all that is gentle,
% wselfish, loving, and true, What in these
B88 drcamstances, mast be the fate of the good
& man, the Servant of Jehovah as David in
B Uis Psolm calls himself. We find in
88 conntless instances the foot of pride tramp-
bR Eng the poor and the weak into the dust.
% Trath and right and love are crushed under
B e chariot wheels of godless power and
g tobition.  Viee stalks alroad in gaudy

8 —

E " * Paalm xxxvi. 6.

colours—rears her proud cresi—devours
her fat feasts—drinks her cup of pleasure,
and intoxicated, shouts her song of triumph.
The strong oppress the weak : the cunning
prey upon the simple. Woe, woe to the
conquered in such a strife as this!

Yet the servants of Jehovah need not
fear; for God’s Righteousness is as the
Great Mountains—firm-seated, outstanding,
bold and high, their summits piercing the
blue of Heaven. Above the fields of deadly
battle, above the guicksands of temptation
and the pestilential quagmires of sin, these
mountains rear their shining crests.  In the
plain below there may be pollution and
death; in the bracing atmosphere above
there is purity, thereis health, there is love-
liness. As the mountain towers above the
plain so does God’s righteousness stand
forth above the iniquities of men. The
more you explore it and the farther you
ascend, the meore impressively beautiful
docs it appear.  Looking at that mountain
from its base, from among the fogs, the
heat, and the dust you may be able to see
but a very small portion of it, and that not
in its proper light or perspective. Clouds
and thick darkness may shut it entirely
from vour view. You may be so intent
upon the objects at your feet that you cannot
look up and gaze upon the glory that
excelleth. There are deep, lonely Alpine
valleys, the inhabitants of which have never
learnt to explore the heights above them
and have no curiosity as to their names
and no perception as to their beauty. Isit
not so with the rightcousness of God? It
is manifest to those who seek to know, who
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have eyes to see, and make good use of
them. But blinded, perverted, shortsighted
worldlings cannot perceive or admire.—
‘What little of God’s dealings with men may
be forced on their attention may seem
confused, unintelligible, lacking all right-
eousness. So, they continue to look earth-
ward, and to grub and grovel till the bitter
end. Those fens and sluggish pools, those
bogs and quicksands, are more attractive in
their eyes than yonder glorious crystallic
heights bathed in the light of Heaven.
Those snowy crests have never been
trodden by explorer’s foot. The air is
piercingly clear, and thin, and cold. Xt
becomes dark to the eye from excess of
light. There is no foothold even for the
lithe-limbed chamois hunter. Adventurers
have tempted the ascent and havo paid the
penalty with life itself. Yet though it is
not given to men to tread those summits or
to pitch their tents there and live on that
pure cold air in the stainless light, all may
look up from some modesthill-top far below,
and enjoy the sight and drink in the beauty
and be abundantly satisfied. We cannot
trace all God’s footsteps, or follow him in
the paths of his righteousncss. There are
heights so bright with the clear light of
Heaven, and so removed from our track,
that if we seck to bring them under our
fect they are lost to us in utter darkness,
and we become blind to them, and we
stumble upon them and fall and perish.—
But if we gaze from some lower height with
the eye of loving faith we shall see nothing
but light and beauty the most exquisite,
wwhere, had we been too curious and too
«trustful in our own strength, our flesh would
. have beea torn and all our bones shattered.

How glorious the mountain robed in the

. dewy light of morning or of evening! No
cloud darkens its brow. Its breadths of

. forests, its green pastures, its tickling rills
. legpiog from ledge to ledge of the everlasting
. vock, is glaciers, ever flowing, ever station-
. ary, its towers and pinnacles of granite soft-
- enedawith the haes of the rainbow, its kingly
mantle.of virgin snow,—all strength, and
. grandeur and loveliness seem concentrated
. in & scene such as this. .Allis harmonious,
.. all-unified in the flooding light. You would

not willingly exclude one cold peak, onc
rough gorge, one frowning precipice.
Butlookagain. The mountain is gloomy
with clouds. The storm bursts in fury.—
The winds rave wildly, Thelightningsflash
through tho gloom, and the thunder utters
its multitudinous voices. The avalanche
crashes down the mountain side carrying
ruin and terror in its wake. Where now
the light and glory of the mountain? Its
very shape disappears; it is as if it wero
wholly blotted out in darkness and tempest.
Ay, but it is the same mountain still; and
there it rests, behind the storm, behind the
gloom, ready to be revealed in pristine
splendour when the elements of confusion
and wrath have exhaasted themselves.

Need we draw out the analogy with re-
gard to the rightecousness of Ged? How
often in the course of history do all things
appear utterly confused, in hopeless dis-
organization ; rebellions, revolutions, con.
vulsions threatening church and stats.—
Thrones totter and fall.  Kings are made
to lick the dust. Old institutions are
swept away in the whirlwind of popular
passion. Nation marshals its forces against
nation, and the red waves of war threaten
to overwhelm the world with ruin. Tho
landmarks which the fathers erected are
rudely torn down. God himself is blas-
phemed, ignored, forgotten. But the right-
eous God still reigns,—rides on the whidl-
wind and directs the storm. His righteous-
ness is as firm and sure as ever, and it will
soon be made manifest. The clouds will
pass away ; the storm will be hushed, leav-
ing those slopes and heights all the moro
sunny, bright and lovely. Peace is the
purer and more blessed for the thunder of
war. Health is sweeter after si:kness;
safety more welcome after peril. Every
completed chapter of the history of nations
and of charches, manifests the righteous-
ness of God. Be it the overthrow of
Pharaoh and his hosts in the Red sea, or
the destraction of the ancient monarchies,
or the fall of the Roman empire, or. tho
tragic story of the French revolution, or
the revolutions of British history,—God’s
righteousness shines through all resplen-

dent and beneficent. Deep-rooted iniquitics
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snd lowering superstitions, hoary with the
vime of centurics, ave swiftly swept away
or ground down to the earth, as the pine on
the mountain side is crushed under the

avalanche—* that thunderbolt of snow.” |

utterly disheertenced and to cry out, “X
have spent my strength for nought and my
labour for that which profiteth not.” We
feel as if we had been “dropping backets
inte empty wells and growing old in draw-

The fetters of the slave are broken. Light | ing nothing up.” Tow welcome and how
gleams into the deep darkness. Freedom | needful in such circamstances the divinely

rears aloft in the light of day her ransomed |

banners.

From the mountain-side flow down the
gentle silvery rills that water the vines
beside the sheltered cottages in the far-
withdrawing valleys, and the ceol refreshing
brecze that carries health and joy to the
pale cheek of the invalid. It is an io-
exhaustible storehouse of blessing and
beauty to all who rest under its shadew.
But from the same mountain rush down
the ficrce flooding torrents, the mighty
tornado, and the resistless avalanche. In
like manner the righicousness of God is
manifest in the sunshine of prosperity, in
the amenities of social life, in the joy that

B (ulls to the Iot of all who love Him; and it

B i5 equally manifest in ¢he wars and desala-
@ tions, the plagues and catastrophics, that

@ larken the history of the world.

The Aveuger of the poor, the meek and
the humble, ever liveth. The victory of
pride and godless power is but short-lived.
“There are the workers of iniquity fallen :
3% they are cast down and shall not be sble to

B rise”
How complete scemed the trinmph of

B pricst, and ruler, and Roman governor, of

B atan, and death, and hell, when Jesus died
B o Calvary, and when He was buried out
B¢ of human sight! Yet how short-lived and

W bow false! In that very death, God’s
W tighteousness shone forth as it never did
f beforc; and in the confusion and overthrow
& of Christ’s focs, and in the redemption of
@ Christ’s people, that righteousness has been
R gloriously illustrated till now, and shall be
B till the end of the world.

e ORIty
YOUR LABOUR IS NOT IN VAIN.

When we consider the weakness of our
own efforts to do good, the shortness of the
time at our disposal, the slight effects th-t

inspired assurance that our labour is not in -
vain in the Lord !

No faithful Gospel sermon has ever been
preached in vain. 3t has either warned a
sinner or comforted and edified a saint. Its
results may never be heard of or identified
and traced to their causes; yet they exist,
and are not anmarked by God. Every
shower in the summer time tells on the
harvest ; nay, every drop of every shower
has its errand and its work,—it is a blessing
to some tiny blade, or drooping petal, that
thirsts for it, and that is bettered by its
gentle visit.  So is it with God's trath; it
never returns to Him without having pro-
duced some effect upon undying souls.
This consideraticn should be a source of
inexhaustible encouragement to ministers
of the Gospel. However hard the soil,
however brazen the sky, let them but sow
the sced, and some at least shall bring forth
fruit unto eternal Jife. Your sermons, your
instructions, may be doing good long after
your own day of work is over, and you
have entered into the joy of your Lord. It
has been so in myriads of instances : it shall
be 5o till the end of the world,

The same principle applies to every la-
bourer in the Lord’s vineyard. The in-
structions of the faithfnl teacher in the
common school, or in the Sabbath school,
arc often affectionately remembered for
scores of years. And even when the labourer
is forgotten, the Iabour remains and has its
cffect. The person to whom you unvail s
new truth is forever different in his mind
from what he was before he had received
that truth, The difference may be very
slight, bt it is real and indelible. Truth
i one, however varied its aspects; and so
if you impart one trath, one aspect, portion,
or new shade of truth, to any person, you
make him your debtor to an extent that
peither he nor you can calculate. For

“wem to flow from our toil, we ave apt to be | truth ever cecks to complete and unify
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itself: one aspeet or shade, or pare of it,
leads to another and still another indefi-
nitely, ever opening new vistas into the un-
known, or leading to the realization of the
truth that lies too often hidden under the
veil of most familiar words and phrases,
and figures of speech.

The farmer that would expect to see the
golden harvest in a day or two after he had
sown his seed, would not be more irrational
than the man who expects to enjoy at once
the full results of his labours for the intel-
lectual and spiritual welfare of men. The
warnings and lessons of the Sabbath school
are not seldom re-called in maturity on a
a sick or dying bed. Texts and hymus
that had long lain dormant in the mind
flash into sudden vitality and brightness
when most required. We could quote il-
lustrations of this statement both from our
own observation and from the story of
many a life.

Parents often toil and pray for the salva-
tion of their children amid overwhelming
discouragements. No result seems to fol-
low ; but not seldom after the father’s gray
hairs are dragged in sorrow to the grave,
after a mother’s heart is broken, their pray-
ers are answered and the prodigal returns
to the paths of virtue and the heaveniy
father’s embrace. Oftener, however, pa-
rents are spared to rejoice in the fulfilment
of God’s gracions promise with respect to
their children. Trained aright, taught
aright,—they walk in the ways of peace;
and not the least pleasing feature in their
case is that they ever delight to recall, and
if possible to repay, with unfailing gratitude,
the debt they owe to their parents.

So too with Sabbath school teachers.
Letters posted in far foreign lands, blotted
with tears of affection and of penitence,
often tell of the precious seed bearing pre-
cious fruit. The faithful teacher in the
common school has a field of far-reaching
usefulness opento him. Xe can win the
love and gratitude of scores of the future
men and women of the country; he can
lay them under obligations which they
never can fully repay, but which it will
afford them delight ever to acknowledge.
They are few indeed who do not love their

schoolmaster if he was at all & man of the
right stamp, warm-hearted, enthnsiastic,
faithful withal; loving the children as if
they were his own, and watching with
anxious care the budding and blessoming
of their intellectnal powers. Be not dis-
couraged then, though your labours are
arduous; for the true work of a true man,
however humble, is never in vain.

Emphatically is this true of the Profes-
sors of our Colleges. The loyaity of the
Highlander to his chief is not more ardent
and unchanging than that of the good stu-
dent to the good Professor. Every lecture,
cvery well-turned sentence, every happy
thought, tells on some quick ear, is appre-
ciated, treasured up, and exercises an influ-
ence on the intellectual life. The Professor
is addressing directly but a small circle of
students; indirectly he is addressing and
influencing thousands. His labour is not
in vain in the Lord. There are at least a
few in every class who have clear headsand
warm hearts, and who never will forget
their Professor and his tcachings.

The man who patriotically devotes his
energies to the public good, sacrificing all
for his country, is often rewarded with dis-
trast, and he may never be rightly appre-
ciated antil he shall have passed away from
the scene of his toil and self-denial. But
the future is his friend. History will do
him justice. The Ruler of all will take
care that his labour shall not be in vain.
See how the clouds of obloquy have rolled
away from the noble brows of Joux Kxnox,
and of JouN MirroN, and of OLIVER
CroMweLL! How incomparably superior
do they stand this day in their principles
and their works to their foes and persecu-
tors! They sowed seed which has sprung
up into a glorious harvest throughout the
civilized world.

The conscientious labourer in the carrent
literature of his country, labours not in vain
in the Lord. There may be much to dis-
courage, and annoy, and perplex. Ardu-
ous toil may be but ill rewarded so far as
worldly gain is concerned. But the con-
sciousness remains that the seed sown shall
bring forth much fruit in due season. The
writer of tracts, the distributor of tracts, the
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editors and publishers of good newspapers
and periodicals, are doing a great work,
which, if not appreciated as highly as it
might be by men, is not unmarked or un-
blessed by heaven. To write such a tract
as the * Sinner’s Friend”” of John Vine
Hasll, is far nobler work than to amass a
fortune of millions. To lead a few hun-
dreds or a few thousands to clear views of
truth, of human destiny, and human daty,
is far more Christ-like labour, far more
lasting and important, than the swaying of
Cabinets and Senates.

At death the soul passes to its reward or
to its punishment, to heaven or hell. Its
destiny is then decided. Yet there is to be
a future judgment—a day when we must
all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ to receive the deeds done in the body.
Why is this judgment to take place, after
the fate of each soul has in effect been al-
ready decided. One reason may be indi-
cated to illustrate the subject of this article.
The unrepentant sinper dies—passes away
—but he leaves much evil in the world
behind him. He has, for example, cor-
rupted the morals of two or three other
men, and these men continuc to extend the
evil to others, and to others still in an ever
wideniug circle, and this goes on from ge-
neration to gencration, till the last dreadful
day of the carth’s existence. Orhe has,
say, written a bad book ; he dies and leaves
the book with its evil jufluences bhehind
him, still perpetuating the mischief. In
these instances the sins which shall con-
front the sinner at the tinal accouant, shall
be much more terrible and of more appal-
ling proportions than when he died; they
having been as it were accumulating at
compound interest ever since! The Om-
niseient will know the just proportion of
guilt to be laid on each calprit at that day.

On the other hand, the gaod deed done
in the present day gocs on expanding and
extending ever more till the judgment day.
The sced sown grows aud ripens even after
the sower has slept the sleep of everlasting
peace. Thus a book written by a good
man continues centuries after his death to
do good to thousands of sonls. Thomas
Boston has preached the gospel since his

death to as many millions as there were
hundreds that ever heard his living voice.
John Wesley is still, through the printed
page, stirring up thousands to lay hold on
the hope set hefore them. John Bunyan is
still guiding myriads of “ Pilgrims” on the
way to heaven. And so it is with innume-
rable other pood authors, The kind word,
the faithful warning, the earnest exhorta-
tion, may live in their cffects long after
your tongue is silent and you have closed
your eyes in death. And when all these
good deeds of our Bunyans, and White.
ficlds, and Erskines, and Chalmerses shall
mect them at the “last assize,” how much
greater, how gloriously magnified and mul-
tiplied must they be! If the evil which
men do gathers “interest” for the great
day of account, so, much more, shall the
good! Little deeds of kindness, cups of
cold water to thirsty disciples, visits of love
to the sick bedside, these and such as these
are not in vain in the Lord, but shall all be
kept in his treasure house, and we shall
recetve back the whole with * interest.”

ol IO e

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SUPERINTEND-
ENGE OF MINISTERIAL EDUGATION.

The submitting of an annual Report on
the subject of ministerial education is a well
established part of our Synodical business.
It has been the practice of each of the three
Synods which now happily blended form
the Synod of the Lower Provinces. The
leading ministers and people of the ¥ree
Church almost from the commencement of
theiv work in the Colonies adopted the
principle of training a native ministry, and
made not only commendable exertions but
noble efforts to accomplish the object,—~
Going back still farther for a quarter of a
centary to 1817 we find that on the very
year when the Presbyterian Synod of Nova
Scotia was formed, feeble as its resources
then were, it committed itseif to the prine
ciple, and there are in this Synod now,
some of the first fruits of that effort and
many evidences of its success.

For a few years subsequent to the Union
of 1860, the Report of this Board presented
& view of two distinct departments of min-
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isterial education, the first being preparatory
to the study of theology, and embracing
Languages and Mathematics, Logic and
Rhetoric, Moral and Natural Philosophy,
branches of learning which were waught in
our own Seminary in Truro, and by our
own Professors Drs. Ross and Lyall, and
the late Professor McCulloch ; the second
more directly theological, and the branches
taught bearing directly on the fitting of the
student for the work of the Christian min-
istry. ‘This department, then as now, was
under the charge of the Rev. Drs. King and
Smith and Professor McKuight.

When the Synod consented to codperate
with other bodies to resuscitate Dalhousie
College as & Provincial Institution it was
with the object of elevating and improving
Provincial Education by securing a larger
staff of Instructors, and by means of the
division of labour, a higher standard of
excellence in all the branches of learning
required to fit our young men for public
and professional life, but especially for the
study of divinity. That project has become
an established fact, and a decided success;
and it is quite in place in this report to
record the successful close of another session
of Dalhousie College. The number of
students in ittendance during the Session
closing in April last was 53, of whom 29
were undergraduates and 24 general stu-
dents. When it is recollected that two of
these Professors are our own ministers, paid
from our own funds, and that a very large
proportion of the students are the children
of our own people, it will be evident that
the facts noted have a deep interest for this
Synod

And the Board wounld add that thongh
they, as a Board, had no official charge of
the students of our church attending Dal-
housie College, yet are they pleased to state
that they know from information farnished
by our city ministers, that these young men
were regular attendants on Divine Ordi-
nances on the Lord’s Day, and so far as
time would admit frequently present at
prayer meetings and Bible classes.

The opening aud closing of the theologi-
cal clagses were contemporaneous with the
commencement and close of the Dalhousie

session, Tho Introductory Lecturs was
delivered by Professor McKnight, on the
study of the Syriac, and was followed by
an address by Rev. Wm. Maxwell.—
Nothing very special requires notice
respecting the course itself. At its close
which was an interesting occasion, and
attended by a goodly number ot Dalhousie
stadents, Dr. King informed the Board that
he had pursued his usnal course, lecturing
one hour daily on theology and another on
Churca History with the usual examina-
tions, that the health of the students and
of the Professors had been good, and that
although the number of the students was
very smoll, for there were only six of the
second year, — of the first, that in attention
progress and good conduct they had not
been surpassed by any previous class,

Dr. Smith also speaks favourably of theat-
tention of the class to the interesting studics
of his department, which this year included
antiquities, and Sacred Geopraphy in refer-
ence to the Aucient Kingdoms of the earth,
Asiatic and African, the land of Canaan
with its Ancient people, the same land as
occupied by Isracl and again as divided into
Roman Provinces. A second part of the
course was in Geology as bearing on Divine
Revelation, with an examination of the
alleged conflict between Science and Scrip-
ture, and the third and closing part consisted
of lectures on the Natural Hisvory, Botany
and Meteorology of Palestine, all the topics
being used for the illustration of Scripture
or the confirmation of its Divine authority.
Several Books of Scripture were also read
in Gfeek.

Rev. Professor McKnight's report shews
that the usual ground has been gone over
by the junior class in Hebrew, and by the
genior classes in Hebrew and cognate
languages. .

At the close of the session the students
presented an address to Dr.King, expressing
their gratitude and affection, and their desire
that as Providence had given him improved
health during the whole session that the
Dr. would not act on the notice of retire-
ment given at last meeting of Synod.

The whole number of our theological
students the Board is happy to state, is
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considerably in advance of the number
who attended in Halifax last winter. Thero
were three studying at Princeton and three
at Edinburgh. Mr. Robert Camming and
Mr. Samuel Archibald have returned, being
licentiates of the Presbytery of New Bruns-
wick, Now Jersey, and are both under
appointments. Mr. Chase has returned
from Edinburgh and has received subjerts
of trial from the Presbytery of Halifax.

The occasional departure of a student to
enjoy the advantages of travel with the
benefit of & course of theology and cognate
branches in the institutions of Britain or
Americe, is not a thing in itself to ‘be
deplored. And yet on the other hand the
church cannot be contented while so large
a proportion of our young men absent
themsclves to such an extent from our own
institution supported at co great a cost.—
The diminishing numbers in actual attend-
ance scem to call for inquiry into the whole
question of our theological school, and to
invest with peculiar interest the pending
procedure and report of the committee on
the theological curriculum,

The Board feel constrained to speak on
the financial part of this subject with great
plainness of speech. Some three years ago
the Education Board gave notice in their
annual report that the capital fands of the
church were being drawn upon to an extent
which caused that Board scrious fears as to
theresult. .Abont the same time the Board
of Superintendence made a careful examin-
ation of their revenucs and liabilities,
informed the church that $1200 per annum,
abont the average amount of salary of one
out of the five Professors supported by the
church require to be raised annuslly, and
yet the amount of collections by churches
are falling off rather than risicg. On the
year before last $1118.02 were raised while
only $900.77 were reccived during the
rlosing year, and, that the deficiency for the
year is therefore large. Last year it
amounted to $8J notwithstanding the
receipt of over $300 from the Governors
of Dalhousie College, being interest of three
years on a debt due by the Governors of
“that Xnstitotion. During the last season
they received only one third of that sum,

and had by direction of Synod {o appro-
priate $60 to aid students of theology, so
that tho deficiency for the present year
amounts to over $360. And what is the
explanation ¢ It is simply this that one
half of the congregations of the Synod have
given within the ycar NOTHING AT ALL.—
They do not complain that with a very few
exceptions the approprintions made are
very small comparatively because the whole
sum to be raised is not large, but they are
persuaded that tha Synod will hear with
surprise and sorrow, that their Educational
funds accumulated by devoted and liberal
men and women who have departed this
life are being gradually disintegrated and
diminished because so mauy of our congre-
gations decline, or our sessions neglect to
see that a colleztion is made annually for
ministerial education.

Avre wo then, as a church, to fall from or
to follow the example of our forefathers in
the cause of ministerial education? Shall
we look to the disruption or Free church
fathers, and were their efforts in this great
cause feehle or fitful? Shall we look far-
ther, to the secession fathers, or yet farther
back, to the founders of the church of
Scotland, were they not all like the earlier
reformers, zealous educationists, and anxi-
ous for a learned as well as a pious rminis-
try? We look to a higher model. We
consider the oxample of Christ Himself, for
before Ho sent forth His disciples he took
care that they should be with him during
three years, recciving light from Himself.
They were called His disciples. They
were His stundents—and were getting ready
to go forth as apostles.

Our American Presbyterian brethren
give most liberally to furnish and to uphold
their theological schools, and set apart a
day for special prayer for the power of the
spirit to vest upon Professors, and on the
young men, who must leave their mark for
good or evil on the church, and on their
country. What theme more fitting for
prayer and counsel ?—for the assembled
eldership !

There are a few matters of business
which may be glanced at in passing. The
school premises in Gerrish Street continue
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under rent by the Commissioners ot Schools
for the city at $240 per annum; and of
this sum $140 have been expended within
the lest two months on small repairs, fenc-
ing and painting. The Commissioners at
one time evinced a desire to treat for the
purchase of the building, but the Board,
after consideration of the whole question,
declined to make any offer, as they had no
instructions from the Synod on the point,
and were persuaded that any sum likely to
be realized would fall far short of what
would be necessary to provide a suitable
substitute in the city. Both the Truro and
Halifax buildi~3s have been recently paint-
cd, and both are kept under insurance.
The insurance policies on building and
library in Gerrish Street amounts to $6800,
and on the Truro building to about $5000.

The accounts of the committee superin-
tending the erection of the Seminary in
Truro have not yet been audited. After
some delay they came to hand, and being
sent to a financial committee were sent
back for farther information, and remain
still with Mr. R. Smith in Truro.

Another point remitted to the Board was
the determination of amount of educational
funds applicable, and designed by the
donors to be applied to the aiding of stu-
dents preparing for the ministry. The
Board find that the sum of $1000, given by
the late Mrs. Matheson, was so designated,
aad in compliance with the directions of
Synod they have set apart tha: sum and
applicd the interest for the current year to
aid two students—one by a grant of $40
and the other by a grant of $20.

They have also, by direction of Synod,
inguired into the standard of literary quali-
fication considered necessary in this church
in students prior to admission to the stildy
of theology, and find that no <written law,
declaratory or otherwise, exists on the sub-
ject in the Synod of the Lower Provinces;
and the answer td the inquiry, it is pre-
sumed, must therefore turn on the practice
of the diflerent bodies by whose union this
Synod is constituted. The subject was
under consideration while negotiations for
uunion were going on in 1859-60, and it was
found that in both, as respected the time

occupied in preparatory study and tho
branches to be studied, the difference was
not great. For a long time in the Presby-
terinn Church of Nova Scotia a course of
four years was required, embracing first
year Latin, Greek and Mathematics; se-
cond, the same, with Logic end Rhetoric;
third, Moral Philosophy ; and fourth year,
Natural Philosophy, the languages and
Mathematics being continued. More re-
cently the term of study had been reduced
to three years, but withont any reduction
in the branches.

In the institution of the Free Synod there
was some difterence as respects the promi-
nence given to particular subjects, but the
same branches substantially were required,
and the same length of proparatory study
required, and in both cases the Proshyteries
were the judges to decide on admissions;
nor are the Board aware of any diiference
of view or practice in the church in New
Brunswick.

As the Dalhousie courss covers four
years, except when the summer terms aro
taken throughout, the Board would rccom-
mend she adoption of that course, or an
equivalent, at Fredericton, or any nther
well-furnished Collegiate Institution, as the
standard of admission, reserving, in all
cases, to Preshyteries the right of examina-
tion. They also recommend that Presby-
teries be authorized to accept a degree of
Dalhousie College, as in itself evidence of
fitness, without further examination.

The Board have to remind the Synod of
a vacancy in the Board of Governors of
Dalhousie College, caused by the death of
Andrew Mackinlay, Esq., whose sudden
removal lesves a blank not only in that
Board, Lut in many other public trusts, not
easily filled. In his death, the church has
lost a truc and tried supporter of all its
schemes ; and common school and collegiate
education a zealous and indefatipable friend
and advocate. As he was a nomince and
representative of this Synod, the appoint-
ment of & successor is a duty now to be
discharged.

In conclusion, the Board would express
the conviction that the efficiency of our
collegiate and theological schools is closely
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connceted with the progress of Christ’s
kingdom in this land ; and they trust that
these seminaries will have a place in the
hearts and prayers of our God-fearing
people.  John Knox cried out in an agony
of desire, * Give me Scotland or I die.”
Qur prayer should be, “ Give us men, the
brightest, the purest and the best, to labour
to bring the Lower Provinces to the feet of
Immanuel.”

Could we reach the car of our aspiring
young men who are looking about for paths
of honour and usefulness, we would ask,
““ What profession more useful, what service
more noble, than the service of God in the
gospel of His Son?’  If the young men of
this world are not deterred from rushing at
the callof patriotism, through toil and peril,
to the battle-ficld, what hindrances or dis-
couragements should prevent your respond-
ing to the summons of the Prince of Peace?
Our hope is in the power and grace of that
Prince,~with Him is the residue of the
Spirit. A new and copious baptism from
above would make parentsmore than ready
to consecrate sons to the Lord’s work, and
would give thosc sons of toil, tongues of
fire and hearts of love, and in numbers suf-
ficient to spread over all these maritime
colonies. May the Lord arise and plead
His own cause, and let every minister and
clder, and all our sons and daughters, hear
and respond to the summons. ““ Arise and
shive for thy light is come, and the glory
of the Lord is risen upon thee!”

B ——.

REPDRT OF GOMMITTEE ON SABBATH
OBSERVANGE.
To the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces :

The morning of the first Lord’s day
dawned on the world amidst scenes of
peculiar interest. The blessed Saviour,
having burst the fetters of the tomb, ascend-
ed to his mediatorial throne. Discouraged
and disspirited, his disciples had been dis-
persed. But early in the morning some of
them were furnished with the most satisfac-
tory evidence of his resurrection. The
* cheering intelligence soon spread among
them; and the followers of the Saviour,

doubtless, rgjoiced in Him during the re-
mainder of that first day of the week.

This day possesses still a decp and per-
manent interest to the friends of Jesus.—
Like the name of its divine Lord, that day
is as ointment poured fourth.’ The great
ovents of his death and resurrection, with
all their glorious results, are specially
adapted to gladden the hearts of those who
believe in Him. That His great name may
be glorified, and their own souls largely
blessed, they sheuld gratefully remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy to Him.

In reference to this part of the church’s
testimony and daty, your committee have
nothing remarkable to report as occurring
witkin the bounds of the Synod during the
past year. They are not aware that any
yery marked improvement on former prac-
tice has been made since the presentation
of their last report. Yet they believe that
the church, included wichin the cirele of the
Synod’s anthority, has been steadily, and
with increasing earnestness, maintaining
its testimony in favour of scriptural Sab-
bath observance. Practice corresponding
to this has been, they trust, very generally
exhibited by all the congregations under
your superintendence. May you not also
cherish the hope that the members of the
different congregatious are increasingly en-
joying the blessings which flow from honor-
ing the Lord’s day by keeping it holy.

Your conmittes have the satisfaction of
stating, that as far as they have received
iuformation, no new forms of Sabbath
desecration have appeared duriog the year,
Tho threatening aspect of matters in the
city of Halifax, referred to in the last re-
port, has not been develened: into open
deseeration. The sub-committee appointed
for the city, will, however, require to keep
a watchful eye on the movements of those
who have already shown u readiness to
trespass on the territory of the Xing of
Zion, by appropriating His holy day pub-
licly to their own sccular purposes. A
similar committee for the city of Si. John
has also nothing special to report, either as
attended to during the year, or as requiring
Synodical action. The more decided in
the expression of their views on the subject,
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and the more active these committees, or
others, are in their efforts in connection
with the right observance of the Lord’s
day, the less, undoubtedly, will those of
opposite sentiments and practico succeed in
their unhallowed measures.

Since the opening of this Session of Sy-
nod, your committec have had conveyed to
them, by the clerk, a letter with accompa-
nying documents, reccived from the secre-
tary of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation
Society. One of these docaments, the
eighteenth annual report of the Society
named, suggests, on account of Railway
traffic on the Lord’s day, the cvident neces-
sity that a Sabbath Alliance should be
formed in the Dominion, with branch asso-
clations in all the minor citiesand towns of
the different provinces. The other docu-
ment, an address of the same Society,
‘bespeaks the prayerful consideration of
the subject, and hopes that each church
will, at its annnal meeting, pass resolutions
on the subject of Sabbath desecration, and
recommend to their congregations the for-
mation of Sabbath Defence Societies in
each city and town, and every populous
locality ; and also the calling of a Conven-
tion, to consist of clerical and lay delegates
from all the provinces, for the thorough
investigation and elucidation of this most
important branch of christian ethics, at an
early date.” Petitioning the civil authori-
ties on the subject is also recoramended.
Your committee submit these recommenda-
tions to Synod, with the suggestion that, at
least, some of them be adopted.

Before closing their report your commit-
tee would respectfally reiterate recommen-
dations of a permanent nature previously
offered.

More may be required; but they trust
that the vigilance and zeal of individual
ministers, and the supervision of Preshyte-
ries, will sufficiently guard against the
public profanation of the Lord’s day in their
respectivelocalities. Those pastors situated
in towns and centres of population, or in
districts occupied by different religious de-
nominations, would do well to direct special
sattention to that form of Sabbath desecra-
tion which consists of pleasure secking and

social visiting on the Lord’s day. These
practices have been a snare to many; and
may still be instrumental in turning the
young especially from the paths of righteous-
ness and peace. Let all remember that the
great enemy of the truth is carnest and
active; and let them be stimulated to cor-
responding devotedness in the service of
their divine Master.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

RoperT Lairp, Convener.
G

REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON SABBATH
SGHOOLS.

Your committee in laying bhefore you
their fourth annual report would express
gratitude to the Great Head of the Church
for the good work which is being carried on
among the young—training them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. This
work cannot be too highly estimated, for
upon its cfficient performance (with God’s
blessing) depends the future prosperity of
our church. While we assign a high place
to Sabbath school instruction we would
pevertheless deprecate the idea of super
seding family instruction, for in so doing
we would be setting aside God’s own
arrangement. The family is among the
first institutions which God has given and is
designed by Him to do a work which none
can do so well as the pious christinn parent.

Yo committee have issned the series ot
lessons for the ycar on the same plan as
before, 4000 copies of these lessons have
been issued and sold this year, showing &
large advaonce on last year, and tcachers
have been aided in their work by suitable
notes on these lessons in the Record. Wo
are gratified to find that these notes aro
meeting with very general acceptance.—
The sales of these lessons have met all
expenses.

By the decision of last Synod on an
overture on the *‘carrent literature of the
church’ the subject of Sabbath Schoot
Books was entrusted to us in the following
terms, “ That that part of the overturo
which rcfers to Sabbath School Libraries
be referred to the committee on Sabbath
schools with instractions to prepare a list

-
e
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of snitablebnoks for sabbath school libraries,
and sec.ro a depot for sabbath literature
if practicable.” Inrefercnce to this matter
we have to say that some members of
committee resident in Halifax have done
good service by aiding Sabbath Schools in
the country in selecting and purchasing
librarics. We have also been prepering a
list of suitable books from the eatalogues of
the Presbyterian Board of Publication, the
American Tract Society, the London Tract
Society and others. But it cannot be
expected that we are able to furnish &
complete hist, we would therefore ask for the
co-operation of the brethren in this matter.

Your committee would propose that the
Agent of the Colportage Scheme should
berome & medium through which sabbath
school books might be obtained, for as he
deals in the book market, he would be able
to purchase on easier terms thaun a private
individual. That all orders from Sabbath
Schools be filled by him at prime cost
subject to the additional charge of freight
and postage.

The lessons for 1869 should be prepared
ag heretofore sufficiently early to reach the
most distant parts of the church before the
first of January.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. B. Mackay, Convener.
‘—"‘&’W’—"

REPORT OF GOMMITTEE ON GOLPDRTAGE.
To the Reverend the Synod of the Preshyte-
rian Church of the .Zuou:cr Provinces.
Last year we announced that we were
free from the acot, which had been hang-
ing over us for some time, and also that we
had a sufficient supply, including Bibles,
Testaments and psalm books from the N.
B. Socicty of Scotland, to enable us to
carry on the business for some time. But
we then announced also that the scheme
was not selfsapporting, either here or any-
where as far as we knew; and, therefore,
unless the liberality of the church was in
some measare continued, it must languish,
as the old stock will gradually disappear,
and the means of renewing 1t be diminished
by the current expenses. This dificulty
hes been felt more than usual during the

past year, in consequence of the severity of
the winter, which caused a great scarcity of
money and provisions, and hence the sales
were more limited. This view taken in
connection with the fact, that the liberality
of the church has not been continued dur-
ing the past year, will show that our opera-
tions could not be extended, or even conti.
nued as they were; consequently our im-
portations were chiefly Bibles and Testa-
ments, with a few minor besks amounting
to about 2500 volumes; anc hough many
of these and what we had previously on
hand have been sold, yet too many remain,
and the sale is yet too dull, to induce us to
order many more under present circum-
stances.

As evidence of the propriety of this
course from all the premises, we offer the
following detail of the returns, wages, and
other expenses of two of our colporteurs,
for seven months jointly, or three and & half
months each, spent in this service. Thus,
gave out to said colporteurs during said
time, books and bibles, &c., amounting to
the sum of £174 9s.4d. In scttling for
these, they were allowed £31 19s. 73d. for
wages ; and £18 18s. 3d. for travelling and
other expenses ; and £9 17s. 6d. for books
given away, or missing, or on which they
had allowed a discount. The books left on
hand amounted to £37 17s. 113d., and the
cash return was only £75 16s.

From this synopsis it appears that only
abont one-half of the proceeds of sale ap-
pears in the jorm of cash returns, and that
the other half disappears in the form of
wages, cxpenses, discount, &c.; and as to
this must be added the expenses of procur-
iug and distributing the whole, it must bo
evident to every observer that without ex-
ternal assistance, the scheme cannot be car-
ricd on. Hence the American Tract So-
ciety, after trying it for a year or so, could
not carry it on even for another year, unless
$1000 wero pledged for its assistance; and
hence, also, when a new local organization
is formed, it requires 85000 to begin with,
and either two or three thonsand dollars
annually to carry it on cfficiently. We
have mnow been carrying it on for sixteen
years,—efficicnily, while we had the credit
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and patronage of the * American Board of
Publication.”” But since these have been
withdrawn, our operations have been limited
to the funds placed at our disposal, which,
during all the time of our service, have not
amounted to so much as cither of the above
mentioned organizations are asking for one
year.

This treatment of one of the schemes of
our church would seem to indicate either
that it did not need assistance, or that it
did not merit it. F¥rom the difficulty, or
our unwillingness of believing ecither of
these propositions, we are rather inclined
to ascribe it to indifference—unless where
the subject is presented for spacial conside-
ration. Such appeals, we can say both
from experience and observation, have ge-
nerally been successful ; and we regret that
we have not had more time and opportumty
to devote in this way. In the mean time
we can only thus sgain appeal to our
friends, and remind them of the good being
done by the pioms, persevering colporteurs,
often in the outskirts of society where the
gospel is seldom or never heard, and where
the word of God and religious books are
very scarce. Surely there is none amongst
the officers, or members, or adherents of
our church who would hesitate, when ap-
plied for, to cast in their mite to the trea-
sury of the Lord for such a purpose.

During the last year we have only had
three colporteurs employed,—one of whom,
Mr. John Lamont, is in the service of the
N. B. Society of Scotland, and is paid by
them. ‘The others have not been full time
in the field, onc having retired for the win-
ter, and has not again commenced—the
other retired this spring, partly at least in
consequence of the severity of the past win-
ter, causing dull times and limited sales.
Formerly, under these circamstances, we
would have been in adilemma, because bills
would have been due, and some creditors
pressing ; now we have no such difficuliy,
and, thercfore, when money is scarce we
have only for a season 10 take it easy, hav-
ing no debts to alarm us, as may be scen
from the sabjoined cash account and state-
ment of debts and assets.

In reviewing the business after sixteen

years operations, it appears gradually to
have extended, during the first six years,
under the patronage of the Synod and the
fostering carc and unlimited credit of the
Presbyterian Board of Publication, and of
other publishing companies and individu-
als; these being partially withdrawn during
the succeeding five or six years, our opera-
tions were not extended, but rather cur-
tailed. The whole amount imported dur-
ing these twelve years was over $19,000,
which is a little over an average of $1,500
per annum. During the last four years,
for obvious reasous, our importations, ex-
cepting in Bibles and Testaments, have
been still more limited. As much good
work had been done, and co-labourers had
entered the ficld, the demand beeame less
and the expenses greater, hence it was not
considered expedient to urge labourers into
the field ander the present circumstances
and aspect of the times; but we stand rea-
dy to enter upon the work more extensively
and vigorously should Providence open up
the way, which we are confidently antici-
pating will be done before long. As we
always endeavoured so to conduct the busi-
ness as not to hecome insolvent, it is grati-
fying to be able to state that we are still in
the same position, and hope to be so to the
end, be it sooner or later.

All which is respectfully submitted by
your committee.

Joun I. BaxTeR, Convencr.

The Presbyternian Church of the Lower Provinces
in account with John I. Baxter, from June 30,
1867, to June 30, 1563.

1867. Dr.

To incidental travelling expenses. . $4.90

Aug. 29, ¢ V B. Soc'y, Scotland, for Bibles. 70.23

Sep. 10. do. do. do. .9.; 01

Qct. 8. Stahonery and stamps......... 2.60

Dec. 18, “ Rev.J. Scott, for Gongl’slect.. . 20.00
31. “ Agentssalary, 6 months........ 25.00

1868,
Jan. 22. ¢ N.B.Soc'y, Scotland, for Bibles. 53. 45
Feb.7.  “ Rov.J. Alves' lectures.. ... «... 610
27. ¥ N.B.Soc'y, Scotland, for Bibles. 20,00
June 30. ¢ Agents salary, 6 months.. ......2.00
¢ Balance on hand.. cooecaeannnn 76.89
$399.48
1867. CR.
July 1. By balance on hand..............82.65
“ Joseph Fulton, colpartcur e B3T

Aug. 25, « John \Iu\\ell, . ) l)o
Scpt.s e A28

¥ Rev. Robert Laird..cveue.en.. 40.00
Oct. 24 & Joscph Fulton, co]poru;ur. cened 0 00

¢ John Maxwell. veees 7661
Nov.30. * Books sold at depot..........13.60
Dec. 18, ¢ John Maxwell, colporteur. ... S.624
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1868
1868. Cr.
Jan 21, By John Maxwell, Colporteur. .. .48.57}
Feb. 27, ¢ “ “ 48.54
Mar. 7. ¢ Rev.J. Sutherland...... 6.05
“ Nr. John Dickson....... 15.50
Apr. 2. ¢ John Maxwell, colporteur.....17.21
ay 19, * Books from depot.............13.65
23. ¢ John M. Crow, S, S. Library.. 4.50
$399.48
1868. DERTS.
June 30. Rev. J. Scott, Ontario, balance for
Gough's lectures. .vveveeenans $25.00
1808. ASSETS.
June 30. In C. Breton (at selling prices)
ADOUL e vees e iiiai $130.00
InDepot (atselling prices) about 170.00
Sundry small balances......... 40.00
£340.00

Jorx I. BAXTER, dgent.

The above accounts were examined and found
correct.
By order of the Committee.

A. McKxicut, Con.

e
Rissiomuey Fnivlligenee,

Iife and Death of a Great Mis-
sionary.

In the last Record we were able simply
to annouunce the death of that emiuent
Presbyterian Missionary, Rev. WiLvian
C. Bur~s. His life was remarkable and
full of instruction and practical lessons to
us who are left behind. He ranks already
with Elliotand Brainerd and Henry Martyan,
and was as near our ideal of a perfect Mis-
sionary as any man of modern times. As
the Edinburgh Presbyterian justly remarks,
he was neither an ascetic nor a fanatic, yet
he was as unlike most other wen, in his
self-sacrificing devotedness,in hissingle-eyed
exclusiveness of aim and effort, as if he had
been both. He had the fervour of an en-
thusiast, without the ordinary drawbacks
which go to detract from its practical value,
without assamption, without impradence,
without folly of any kind. He was a true
man, in the best sense of the words.
Having chosen the work of an Evangelist
os the work of bis life, he gave himself heart
and soul to the prosecution of it; and from
the first day to the last of his ¢ professional’
carcer {embracing & period of well-nigh
thirty years,) he was never known to flag
or grow weary, or seem as if he had re-
pented of his choice. The text from which
he preached his first sermon on being
licensed in 1832 (Romans xii. 1.) was the
motto of his ministry—of his life. e pre-
sented ““his hody,” kimself, to Godas a
“living sacrifice,” a thank-offering in re-
tum  for ““mercies” received—mercies
peculiarly rich and tender in his case, as he
regarded them. .Aand in doing so, he of-

fered what scemed to him a thomughl?
‘¢ reasonable”—i.e., rational——¢ gervice.”’
That was his notion ot Christianity. What
others profess to do, he did.

Mr. Burns was born in 1815. He dis-
tinguished himself in school and college.
He was at first designed for the law. But
“the Lord had need of him” for other,
higher services. While residing in Edin-
burgh he passed through a severe mental,
or rather spiritual, conflict, which issued,
as he believed, in his conversion, and which
led to an entire change in the plan of his
future life. His mind had, for some time
previous, been more than ordinarily exer-
cised about divine things; the cholera then
raging had alarmed him ; but it was the
perasal of a little pocket volume which his
father had given him on leaving home,
“Pike’s Early Piety,” to which, proxi-
mately, he aseribed the decisive result that
followed. (Onc Sabbath afternoon, as he
sat alone in his upper chamber in York
Place reading that book, he was visited
with such an overpowering sense of the
reality and trath of what he was reading
about, with such couviction of sin and such
terror of “judgment to come,” that he
found himself unable either to ¢ gainsay or
resist” the unseen hand that was dealing
with him. * What was ho that he could
withstand God 2>’ He fell on his kuees,
he wept, he agonized, he tried to pray.
For weeks, if not months, thereafter, he
was beset with such doubts and perplexities
as others in like circumstances are wont 10
be; but by-and-by the clouds cleared awey,
light brokein on his darkness, and he found
“rest’” in Christ,—a rest all the sweeter
and the more durable that he had come
through so hard a struggle on the way to
it. ‘This was the turning-point in his his-
tory, as he cver after regardedit. The
change he had undergonc was a decided
one; and he had no choice but to follow in
the direction to which his new affinities
and tastes inclined him. Mo resolved to
devote himself to “the service of God, in
the pospel of his Son.”

He cntered the Divinity Hall in Glasgow,
under the venerable Dr. Macgill, havin
for his fellow-students and friends suc
men as James Halley and James Hamilton
—who have goae to heaven before him—as
well as William Hanna, William Armot,
and William Chalmers, who remain behind.
Ho was one of the leading members of the
“College Missionary Association,” which
was looked on with little favour by the
University suthorities, bat which did not
a little to foster & missionary_spirit among
the students, snd which contributed at least
other two labourers besides himself to the
foreign ficld. .

His first engagement, after receiving li-
cense, was in St. Peter’s, Dundee, s Mr.
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M’Cheync’s substitute during his absence
on the “ Mission of Inquiry to the Jews.”
What his work there was, and the fruit of
it, all readers of “ M’Cheyne’s Life” know ;
and what the still remaining impression of
it is on the spot, after the lapse of so many
years, may be gathered from the following
testimony in the columns of a local news-
paper (the “ Advertiser”) three weeks ago:

¢ Scarcely had Mr. Burns entered on his
work in St. Peter’s here, when his power as
a preacher began to be felt. Gifted with a
solid and vigorous understanding, possessed
of a voice of vast compass and power—un-
surpassed even by that of Mr. Spurpeon—
and withal fired with an ardour so intense
and an cnergy so exhaustless that nothing
could damp or resist it, Mr. Burns wiclded
aninfluence over the masses whom he ad-
dressed which was almost without parallel

since the days of Wesley and Whitefield. '

Crowds flocked to St. Peter’s from all the
country round, and the strength of the
preacher seemed ‘o grow with the incessant
demands made upon it. Wherever Mr.
Burns preached, a deep impression was
produced on his audience, and it was felt
to be impossible to remain unconcerned
under the impassioned carnestness of his
appeals. With him there was no effort at
oratorical display, but there was true eclo-
quence; and instances are on record of
persons, strong in their self-confidence and
enmity to the truth, who fell before its
power—who, ¢ though they came to scoff,
remained to pray.’”’

It was during his stay in Dundee that,
though but a * Preacher,” he went home to
assist his father in some of the preparatory
services at his Communion ; and it was his
preaching on that occasion—the very first
of the sermons preached by him—that led
to the great awakening, then, and ever
since, known as the “Kilsyth Kevival.”
The scenes which Kilsyth had witnessed
exactly a century before—in the days of
‘Whitefield, and under the ministry of his
father’s predecessor, Mr. Robe—were then,
as all the world knows, reproduced. An
almost identical num er of conversions were
believed to have tak:n place in 1839 as in
1739—betwixt threc and four hundred ; and
an impression was made on the tone and
character ot the place, of which, we are
glad to know, the traces are visible *“unto
this day.”

The only otherregularengagement which
Mr. Burns undertook, as a salaried licenti-
ate, was to supply Mr. Moody Stuart’s place
in St. Luke’s during his absence from ill
health in Madeira, which he did for several

months with great acceptance: not con-

fining his services, however, tothe pulpit on
the Sabbath day, or the ordinary rounds of
pastoral duty, but labouring, *“in season
and out of scason,”’” wherever ho found op-

portunity ; in particular, excrting himself,
hy out-of-doors preaching at the Haymarkey
Station, to arrest the attention of Sabbath
excursionists (the Edinburgh and Glasgow
Railway having then been newly opened on
the Lord’s day,) and to put a check, if pos-
sible, on that clamant sin.

What his evangelistic labours were
throughout Scotland from that time onwards.
to the Disraption, and for two years there-
after, is written in the memories of thousands
in Perth, St. Andrews, Abcrdeen, Aber-
feldy, Loch Tay-side, &c. &ec., who hung
upon his lips, and very many of whom, on
hearing the tidings of his death, will have
felt, we doubt not, even at this distance of
time, all the bitterness of a sore personal
bereavement. His name is ‘“ & houschold
word” in some of the remotest of our High-
land glens.

In 1845, at the request of a few earnest
Christian gentlemen in Montreal, he went
out to Canada, and did there what he had
been doing at home, only on a still larger
scale, and in more difficult circumstances.
Besides preaching to his own countrymen
in that city and throughout both the pro-
vinces, he qualified himself to preach to the
French Canadians; and do so with such
effect as to rouse the ire of the Romish
clergy and the Irish Papists, their tools,—
on more than one occasion exposing him-
self to imminent danger, and scarce
escaping with his life. ~As he preached
French to the Canadians, he contrived also
to acquire enough of Gaelic to preach in
their native tongue to the Highlanders.
And we rather think that his success in
thus learning to speak in other tongucs
than his own had a good deal to do with
his being led to the conclusion that it was
his duty to use the gift with which God had
endowed him in carrying the gospel to the
heathen,

Accordingly, in 1847, after another year’s
itinerancy in his own country, steadily re-
fusing, as before, to fix himself down ina
pastoral charge, he made offer of services to
the English Presbyterian Church as their
first missionary to China. At Sunderland,
where the Synod were assembled in April
that year, he appeared in person to make
known his readiness to go, as soon as they
might be pleased to send him. His ordi-
nation was fixed immediately. It took

lace the day following, his old class-fellows
gamcs Hamilton and William Chalmers
conducting the service; and in a veryshort
time thereafter “he walked on the vessel's
deck” that was to carry him across the sca,
“with his carpet-bag in his hand—all his
outfit for the mission ficld.” A

We nced not attempt to tell how faith-
fully he discharged his high commission.
His aptitudo for language proved to him of
immense value. He had learncd to read
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the Chinese Bible before he reached China;
and though he found it entirely different,
he was not long of being able, after his ar-
rival, to speak also in the *colloquial.”
And theugh the *‘colloguial” of each
province turned out to be different from
that of every other, he soon made .imself
master of it, in whatever form he required
to use it—thus acquiring, in fact, not one,
but four or five distinct languages. To
identify himself more thoroughly with the
native population, and gain the readier ac-
cess to their homes, he wore for many years
the Chinese dress, and conformed to their
social usages; cating, for example, as they
do, and eating, too, of their food, not always
quite wholesome, and never so nourishing
as his physique would have required to sus-
tain it. Ilis Bible was constantly in his
hands—it was, in fact, his library as well as
his travelling companion—and he became
notable not only in the villages whaich he
visited, but in Pekin itself, as  the Man of
the Book.” 1t is known that when the
native converts were exposed to persecution
in violation of the British Trenty, he re-
paired to the capital, and through the inter-
vention of the Hon. Frederick Bruce, the
British Ambassador, procured redress from
the oppression of which they complained.
The Barl of Elgin previous to that—at the
instance, we believe, of Lord Panmure, the
Secretary ot war—asked him to he inter-
preter to the British army, and though he
felt it his duty to decline that honorable
appointment, treated him ever after with
the utmost respect and kindness. Such
was the position, in fact, that he achieved
for himself by his spotless life and his self-
denying labours, that * he wieclded an in-
fluence in the Celestial Empire beyond any
other fudividual connected with the actunal
administration of the State.”” Some years
ago, when & Wesleydn missionary from
Hong-Kong, who happened to be in Edin-
burgh, was asked by a gentleman who met
him ip & friend’s heuse, “ if he knew a
brother missionary out there of the name
of William Burns?” his astonished and
half indignant reply was, «“ Kuow him, sir?
—why, all China knows bim! He's the
holiest man alive !”

“How abundant was his Iabours”—we
quote again from the Dundec newspaper—
*“how remarkable his power of endurance,
how wonderful the perils which he en-
countered, and his deliverance from them
all—how many congregations he formed
and nurtured, ceasing not day nor night to
plead with all within his reach to be recon-
ciled to God—and how, after a life of toil
and anxiety and devotedness to the cause
of his Lord and Saviour, e cunk under
the exhaustion of his frame, and entered
into his rest, it will Le the task of his bio-
graphier to record.” The legacy which he

has left to the Church in his noble example,
is one which, we trust, all her ministers,
and especially her young aspirants to_the
ministry, will know how to value. Few
such bequests fall to the lot of any single
generation.  And never was such a testi-
mony more needed than in this luxurious,
self-indulgent age. To follow literally in
his steps would not, perhaps, on the part
of others differently constituted from him,
be expedient or wise. But to emulate his
devotion, and sclf-denial, and love to humean
souls, to “follow his faith”—his simple,
strong, unwavering faith in Christ’s gospel
and in Christ himsclf—from witich all his
other excellencies sprung, is evidently the
duty to which, by his removal, the Head of
the” Church is calling his servants every-
where—whether they be ministers at home
or missionaries abroad.  Whose taith
follow, considering the end of his conver-
sion”’—t.e., the close of his switntul life—
contemplating, making & study of it, as an
artist docs of his model. He died at New-
chwang, Manchuria—the most northerly
port in China,—his newest ficld of labour,
where no missionary had preceded him,
and none remains behind him, on_the 4th
April last, and there, * post tot discrimina
vorum,” he has found his quiet grave.
« Qur friend sleepeth.” The following is
a copy of the last letter he wrote, which
was addressed as well as written in his own
hand, to his mother, and dated January 15,
1868 :—

« To My MoTHER,~—A¢t the end of last
year I got a severe chili, which has not yet
lefe the system, producing chilliness and
fever every night, and for the last two
nights this has been followed by perspi-
ration, which rapidly diminishes the
strength. Unless it should please God to
rebuke the disease, it is quite evident what
the end must be; and I write these lines
beforchand, to say that T am happy and
ready, through the abounding grace of God,
either to live or to die. May the God of
all consolation comfort you when the
tidings of my dececase shall reach you ; and,
through the redeeming blood of Jesus, may
we meet in joy before the throne above!l—
War. C. Borys.” .

Appended to thisletter, though in another
hand, was a list of the texts which he had
preached from to the British residents since
his arrival at Newchwang.

The first is John iii. 14, 15: “ As Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness.” &e.

And the last (on December 29,) Rev. xx.
11-15, “I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the
carth and the heaven fled away.” &e.
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Missions of the United Presby-
terian Church of America.

The following are paragraphs from the
last Report of this Church with which our
own has been often in agreeable corres-
pondence :—

Trinipap.—The negotiations reported
last year as carrying on with the Presby-
terian Church in the Lower Provinces, and
in view of which the assembly then author-
ized a transfer of the mission premiscs on
this island to said church, have resulted in
the work being done. At its meeting in
June last the Synod of that church most
gratefully accepted the mission, and have
since sent the Rev. Mr. Morton to conduct
it, and will probably ere long thoroughly
reinforce it.  In view of the self-sacrificing
and useful labors of the Revs. George Brodie
and George Lambert, in supplying and
caring for this mission during its destitution,
the Board felt constrained by a sense of
Christian gratitude to appropriate $300 to
them; and it is due to these worthy
brethren in Christ to say, that they have
since devoted this entire sum to the repair-
ing and putting in order for usefulness to
the new missionary, and the mission
property. Such acts have a sweet savor,
and we cannot but think this earliest of our
missions is destined, in kindly sister hands,
to have astill more happy and uscful future.

Eeyrr.—The Lord’s work has been
carried on in this important field in troub-
lous times during the past year. Roused
by the inroads that were making on the
ignorance and superstition of his people in
various parts of the great Valley of the
Nile, the Patriarch of the Coptic Church
has manifested the fiercest hostility, and
obtaining it is believed at least the tacit
consent and authority ot the civil govern-
ment, he instituted proccedings that at one
time threatened the work of God in that
land with terrible disaster. Personal vio-
lence was resorted to, fearful denunciations
were made, and some of the very pillars of
the native church were on the point of being
stricken hopelessly down. But God inter-
posed. The persecuting power was para-
Ivzed, and the favor of God shines again
upon the whole mission work. In all this,
the mission has most gratefully felt the
valuae of the sympathy aod earnest cfforts of
the Hon. Thomas F. Reade, the acting
Consul of Great Britain in Egypt. His
remonstraoces, which were cordially made
in the time of nced, were effectual, and the
bappiest results have followed.

In this mission there are native churches
now at Alexandria, Cairo, the Fayoum,
QOsiout and Ghous; and schools for both
boys and girls arc carried on with the
regular preaching of the word in all these

and numerous other places. In nearly all
the churches gratifying accessions have
been made to the membership during the
year, and such is the spirit of steadfast-
ness among the native converts in the faith
which they have professed, that during all
the persecutions of the past year, and in
the face of almost every peril, only four
shrunk back, and even these have since
penitently returned, and having given evi-
dence of being properly exercised, have
been restored.

With a view of raising up a native min-
istry the mission has opencd, under the
direction of the Presbytery of Egypt, a
school at Osiout, about 270 miles above
Cairo on the Nile, for the training of young
men for the ministry. Rev. John Hogg, a
man of thorough scholarship, picty and
missionary experience, has been called to
its charge, and during the past year fiftcen
L students have enjoyed its privileges, nineor
| ton of whom arc adults who have been
mostly mouks or priests of the Coptic
Church, and will thus be found carly ready
to go forth and exercise the ministry of the
cospel in secking to do good to their be-
nighted countrymen. In close connection
with this the Presbytery have taken the
proper steps for each native church to have
a native pastor duly called and ordained
and installed over them in the Lord.  Two
of these, the church in Ghous and the
church in Cairo, have already calied the
men whom they wish for their pastors, and
are taking steps for providing the necessary
salaries for their support. This v-hole
movement the Board, and it is believed the
Assembly and churches, will hail with
thanksgiving and joy.

On another subject the mission in Egypt
has taken a step which it is believed will be
hailed by all with gratified feelings. Not-
withstanding the proféssions that have been
for some time made, slavery, or the holding
of unoffending human beings in bondage,
exists in some of its worst forms in Egypt.
‘With a proper devotion to the position of
our United Presbyterian Church on this
subject, the Presbytery has adopted and is
faithfully acting on the following paper :—

W hereas, The Egyptian Government,
though ostensibly opposed to the slave trade,
ig secretly abetting it, and thus supplying the
increased demand for slaves in the land; and
whereas, this accursed system is attended
with all the moral and social evils that charac-
terized it in our own country, and thereby
opposes serious obstacles in the way of the
spread of the gospel; and whereas, in the
enlarging of our mission work it has become
a practical question with us; therefore.

Resolved, that we solemnly pledge oursclves
as a Presbytery to oppose and testify against
this iniquitous system by all the means in our

power, and to this end we shall endeavour to
create o sentiment against it in all our congre-
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gations, and shall faithfully carry out the
well-known principles of our church with re-
gard to it.

Besides, carrying on the work in these
prowminent points, this mission has nine weil
organized out-statione, where they have
schools, more or less reguler preaching, and
in some instances members of their churches
to whom and their children the ordinances
are administered. These stations would
very largely increasein numbers and use-
fulness if there was a larger number of
efficient missionaries. As, however, & native
ministry is raising up, this want will be in-
creasingly and more and more hopefully
met.

Notwithstanding the persecutions ot the
past year, a larger number of books have
been distributed, and greater returns have
been realized from them than in any previous
year. Thedemand for Bible and thorough
evangelical reading is steadily increasing,
and since the Press which the princely
liberality of the Maharajah Dhuleep Singh
has presented to the mission has bheen in
active operation, an immense amount of
useful reading is widely scattering abroad.
Yt cannot be doubted rich harvests will vet
be gathered all along that fertile old Valley
of the Nile.

LIBERALITY AMONG THE CONVERTS.—
It is a gratifving feature of our work that in
all our missions, as far as we know, the
grace of giving for the cause of Christ it
taught and practiced. In the native
churches of the India Mission the sum of
216 rupecs—about $108—or about two
dollars for each commupicant, was contri-
buted to the Lord’s cause. In Egypt 8655,
or over five dollars for each native member
of the churches, was given, and the effortis
making, which it is believed will prove en-
tirely suceessful, for ecach congregation to
have its native pastor aud to provide for
his salary from their own efforts. These
things arc encouraging, and it is hoped thus
the receivers of the gospel are in healthful
training to be themselves some day sup-
porters and dispensers of its fruit to others.

This Church supports 19 missionaries
and 33 helpers from home, besides pative
teacheys. Her Missions ar» in Ching,
India, and Egypt.

«Behold, how Pleasant!”

The Rev. Mr. Macdonald of Calentta re-
lates apleasing incident which had occurred
in conneciion with a native society :—

“Y am president of & native club con-
nected with one of the most influential
Hinda familics of Calcutta, This year we
resolved on asking the Lord Bishop of Cal-
cutta to give the anniversary address. He

maost cordially agreed, and gave us a most
carnest Christian lecture, in which he
pleaded most faithfully with his Hindn
fellow-subjects to be reconciled to God
through Jesus Christ, the only Saviour.
His lecturemade a decp impression on many
of his Hindu hearers. Ihope it may be
lasting one with some,

¢ The meeting is o curious instance of co-
operation among Chyristians. An Episcopal
prelate lecturing under the presidency of a
Presbyterian missionary isnot 8 sight which
you meet with often in Scotland. The
public fact of such cordial co-operation has
a great influence for good on the natives.
The remarks madc on the meeting by the
editor of one of the native vernacular papers
are inieresting. The following is a trans-
lation :—

“¢The Lord Bishop’s lecture proved
very interesting, and made a vivid impres-
sion on the minds of the members. In
describing the reign of the Emperor Julian,
he made mention of the great progress of
Christianity during the period ; and, after
stating the merits of that relizion, he wished
his andience to see into its brightening rays,
and devote days and nights for its considera-
tion. The late Baboo Ram Mohund Mul-
lick (in whose house the lecture was
delivered, as also all the lectures of the
club, and whose son is the sccretary and
the soul of the society) refused to send his
sons to English schools for fear of their
being converted. He employed family
teaching in his house for the prosecution of
their studies. XHe was a staunch Hinda
amongst the orthodox and old classes of his
countrymen ; hence it is no wonder that be
had such an erroneous impression. But
his sons, through the study of English
literature, have polished thewr minds, and
are without the mistaken notions of their
venerable sire ; so that it is not so remark-
able that they should invite the Lord Bishop
to their house, and give their serious at-
tention to o lecture on a subject connected
with Christianity.

¢ No sooner did the event come to our
notice, than we felt greatly satisfied. We
think that his Excellency the Governor-
General of Tndia and his coadjutors will ex-
press greater satisfaction than ourselves
when they learn the circumstances of the
case. What could be more pleasant than
to see every respectable family of the Hindus
imitating the noble instance set forth above,
and bidding adieu to all erroneous and bigo-
ted notions of their forefathers? What
doubts can be entertained of immense good
being done to our country by such indi-
viduals? Only the other year a most res-
pectable Hindu family has taken shelter
under the great roof of Christianity, and
bas teken the first step towards the advance-
ment of our country. Unless we observe
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the same thing with some other honourable
famities, surcly there can be no glory cither
to Hindu society or to the religion of Christ.

¢ However, had Baboo Ram Mohund
Mullick lived up to this time, or his spirit
appeared in the meeting by the agency of
spiritualism, he would have expressed his
utter surprise at the things before him.
We did not dream that the Hindus would
become civilized so soon, or throw off the
shackles of their religion so readily; but we
arc ata loss to consider what will be the
fate hereafter of the great respectable god-
dess of the household known by the name
of Singho Bahinee {* Bahinee upon the
Lion.”) The clouds of this afflicting
thought have covered the sky of our heart.”

“Rather curious and suggestive from
the pen, not of a Christian, but of & Hindu
editor. The society and the family, before
I came in contact with them, were greatly
under the influence of a French infidel, wha
had given a most injurious lecture on the
Christian atonement, of course misrepre-
senting and ridiculing the whole thing. He
has, however, never appeared at any of the
meetings since I have been appointed its
president. Xt is nota Christian society—in
fact, Iam the only Christian in it—but the
members are always willing to give at-
tentive  hearing  to anything Christian
brought forward. Of course another mem-
ber is at equal liberty to bring forward and
advocate the Hindu religion, or Brahmoism.
But the former gets no advocates in dis-
cussion, and the latter has not a strong
hold on its members.”

Samoa, as it was, and as it is.

Geography.—Samoa (Sa-mo-a) i3 the
native name of the group of Islands, in the
South Pacific Ocean, which lies between
18° 30’ and 14° 20’ south latitude, and
169° 24’ and 172° 50’ west longitude. This
group is more generally known as the
“Navicarors’ IsLanps.” Its number
of inhabited islands is ten, with a population
of about 34,700, It is 265 miles long, and
includes an area of 1,650 square miles. Al
the islands are of volcanic origin, and
contain several craters, the largest of which
if we except the harbour of Pangopango,
Tutuila, is on Savaii.

‘The varicty and beauty of the appearance
of these islands almost baffie description.—
‘The cffect, upon visitors, of a first sight of
them, is enchanting, nor is much of the
enchantment lost a%tcr a long acquaintance
with them.

The People—The people are physically
a very fine race, and possess good mental
capabilities. Their fine personal appearance
has been the subject of remark of almostall
intelligent visitors. ‘Their colour is light
olive. ~ The following sketch of them, by a

keen observer, is a truthful portrait:—“ A
remarkably tall, finc-looking set, with
intelligent and pleasing countenance, and
a frank and open expression. Theaverage
height of the men is five feet ten inches.—
Their features are not in general prominent,
but are well marked and distinct. The
nose is short and wide at the base; the
mouth large, and well filled with white and
strong teeth, with full and well turned lips;
the eyes black, and often large and bright;
the forehead narrow and high; the cheek
bones prominent. Of beard they have little,
but their hair is strong, straight and black.”

Form of Government.—.Thar form of
government partakes very much of the
patriurchal, and seems to contain in it
also the incipiency of the democratic and
monarchial. The villages of Samoa are
small, numbering from fifty to five hundred
inhabitants each. Every village consists
of a numher of familics, who own their
land within their own boundaries Each
family has a hereditary title, and whoever,
by agreement of the family, bears that title
is considered as the head and ruler of the
family. Of these heads of families about
halif are chiefs, and the other half their ad-
visers and supporters. ‘The one are called
Alu, the other Tulafale. Al have a voice
in deliberation which affects the community,
but the chiefs are the recognized rulers.
Of these chiefs one has a hereditary supre-
macy, and he it is who ostensibly decides, in
council, all matters aftecting the interest of
the village, Any decision issued from
suach a council is Jaw to the whole village.
This head chief is regarded very much as
king of the village, and the other chicfs are
called his little brothers, his brother chiefs,
&e. His sway may be, according to the
disposition of the man, mo-e or less des-
potic, but, if he carry matters with too high
a hand, his brother chiefs may transfer the
?tle to some other member of the royal
ine.

Their Worship~—The Samoans, like the
Athenians, were exceedingly devoted to the
worship of demons. They seem to have
recognized one supreme god whom they
called Tangaloa (Tan-ga-loa,) the meaning
of which is, perhaps, the Unrestrained or
Iillimitable oue, from tanga, which means
unrestrained by tabu, and loa, continuously,
but they seem to have regarded him as too
high and too far removed from them to
offer him much or any worship. They as-
cribed to him creation, but their worship
had to do with beings whom they supposed
to be near them in some visible object.
Every district, village, and family had its
own god, and so also had each individual.
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In every phenomena of nature, in every

remarkable spot on their island, and in
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every inferior animal, the Samoans recog-
nized the presence of some god, and ecach
god was represented by some priest. Thus
worshiping gods many and lords many,
and to a great extent guilty of the immoral
states and practices represented by Paul in
the first chapter of his epistle to the Romans,
Williams found them, when he brought
them he Gospel in 1830.

The Cacpel and its results—God, by his
providental operation, had in s great mea-
surc prepared the people to welcome the
messengers of salvation. In only two years
after the Tahitian teachers first landed on
Savail, parties were found in all parts of
the group, anxious to be instructed in the
religion of Jesus. Under the superintend-
ence of the Rev. G. Platt, of Raiatea, the
teachers prosecuted their work with vigour
and suceess  When the first band of mis-
sionaries, appointed by the Board of Direc-
tors of the London Missionary Society to
Jabonur on Samoa, arrived in 1836, they
found the' people everywhere ready to wel-
come them, and receive their message ; and
new, after more than thirty years of labour,
what are the results? They arve these:
The whole nation professes Christianity ;
heathenism, and to a great extent, heathen
%mctices, have been abolished ; the whole

ible has been carefully translated into
their language, and it has long been in
circulation among them; a third or more
of the population can reaa. About five
thousand adults are united to the Church
fellowship, and some four thousand more
candidates for the same privilege ; more
than two hundred of the male members are
preachers of the Gospel to their fellow
islanders, and many have gone as pioneer
missionaries to distant groups and islands,
where they have been instrumental in plant-
ing the gospel. Native contributions are
made annually for thesupport of the native
teachers, amounting in local value to about
810,000 ; and for some years past $5,000
per annum in cash has been contributed
towards the funds of the Society which
sends them their missionaries. A large
training institution for preparing a native
pastorate has been in operation twenty-two
years. The work in all these phases is
consolidating and advancing, and besides
these results, civilization has attended the
progress of the gospel, and now the people
who had no commerce before the gospel
was introduced, have an export trade in
cocoa-nut oil and cotton of some $200,000
or $250,000 per annum. Assurcdly such
results show that the work is of God, and
afford encouragement and incentive to
strenous efforts +hus to bless every remain-
ing dark place of the earth by furnishing to
it the light of the glorious gospel of the
blessed God. To him be the praise for all
suceess !

Aniwa,

The following is from Rev.d. G. PaTox,
now on Aniwa, one of the New Hebrides
group :—

After much toil and difficulty from the
printing press being out of order, and from
want of type, I succeeded in getting my
first little Aniwa book printed. The natives
are very proud of it, and encourage and
assist cach other to learn to read it. It
would have saved much of my time to have
got it printed in the colon’:s; but I would
hiave had to wait for it till the return of the
Dayspring, and I expect many of our
people will be able to repeat it all before
that. A few copics for the members of the
Mission Committee accompany this letter.

You are already aware that we were bad-
ly supplied with fresh water on_this island,
having only one well or water-hole, out of
which we all were supplied, and no other
fresh water existing on the island, except &
day or two after heavy rains, which indeed
arc few and far between on Aniwa. 1
thonght of getting a large tank or cistrn
at our house, but it would have been atiend-
ed with much toil and expense, so I resclved
to try to sink a well first. The natives were
very much opposed to it, believing that
there could be no water under ground on
Aniwa. For payment, they are now willin,
to do any amount of work for me require
at tho mission station; yet they looked
upon the idea of digging under ground and
under coral vocks for water as so Utopian,
that, except a very few, they all laughed,
saying, “ Missie, what is the use of helping?
there can be no water there;” and even of
the few that did help, after we had gota
few feet down, not one of them durst go
into the well for fear it would rush in upon
them, and yet they can mount the largess
trees like monkeys without fear. After we
had got down ncarly twenty-six fect, and X
put up & bucket of excellent fresh water,
they examined it and tasted it; and then
taking each other by the hand, in turn they
camae so near as to look down to the bottom;
and on sceing a beautiful spring of fresh
water rising from the coral below, their
joy knew no bounds, and nearly the whole
in[vna.bitants assembled to see it. One chief
cried out,  Wo all thought and said that
there could be no fresh water here, and we
thought Missie mad for trying to sink it;
but he told us there was water. Now we
see the water, and believe his word. He
spoke the truth, and we could not help
laughing at him. This is a proof to us that
though we cannot understand all he tells us
about Jehovah, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit,
yet if we could see it ad and taste it like
the water, wo would find it all to be as true.
After this we must all believe all he says,
though we cannot understand it all. Missie
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truly spoke the trath,” Thus, besides the
great blessing of an ample sapply of good
fresh water, the sinking of this well has
taught the natives many lessons. I had to
dig, pick, and cut through the coral rocks
with my own hands, and then build it all
from bottom to top with great blocks of
coral, which was onc¢ of the heaviest jobs
I have ever undertaken, but the result is an
ample reward.

We have lately had two christian mar-
riages in the church, which awakened con-
siderable interest among the large company |
that assembled on the occasion, and had a
nice effect upon the people.

With God’s blessing we have been able
to prevent war since we came to Aniwa,
and the men are now expending their
whole time aud strength assisting their
wives to extend and work their plantations,
so that if the season is good we may hope M
that they will soon have a reasonable sup-
ply of food.

Many of the people arc constantly about
us now, and we hope soon to have a board-
ing school for boys and another for girls, so
that for a time we may take :hem under
our own care and training.

Jim, a Zulw.

This truly remarkable narrative (which
we condense from the Presbyterian Monthly)
shows that the presence and grace of Christ
are with his servants in South Africa. It
shows also, we think, that the choice gifts
and graces of the best social position and
culture are by no means wasted in mission-
ary life among the heathen. And we arc
sure the striking example which it gives of
the duty and encouragement of prayer,
will be highly prized by our readers :—

It was the first week after Mr. L. died,
that in Sunday school one afternoon, I was
astonished at the magnificent voice of some
one in chapel. It was a voice that carried
mo back to New York and the concerts in
the Academy of Music, when some great
singer came from Euarope. I listcned in
astonishment at such a voice there, and it
almost made me fancy myself at home
again. Looking to see whence it came, I
saw 2 young man, perhaps twenty-five years
old. His face was not as good-looking as
those of many ot our natives, but his fore-
head was so large and full, that a stranger
would say he must have more brains than
most people, and altogether there was some-
thil)i&r striking in his appearance.

‘When we came out I enquired who he
was, and they told me he was called Jim,
and was a very hard-hearted person ; or, as
we would say in English, a wild, hard man.

The next day I called the young men to
begin their school, and in the cvening after
nearly all the others had come in, the door

opened and he appeared. I spoke to him
and he scemed pleased, said he knew how
to read and write, had taught himself, but
he was anxious to learn arithmetic and
many things. His home was threc miles
away, but as school was in the evening, he
would come over cvery day, and stay with
a friend at night, so as to attend. So night
after night he came and advanced rapidly
in whatever they were all learning.

Iselected some of the best readers to formn
into a bible class for Sabbath evenings, and
when I was talking to some of the young
men I casually said, Jim was one of those
sclected for this class. They began to laugh
and said, “He won’t come. Why, he
knows the Bjble from beginning to cni, and
there is not a person, christian or even mis-
sionary, who can reason with him ; he has
too much brains to be good, and besides he
does not think much of women for teachers.”

Time passed on and I became more and
more interested in my scholars, and saw
them improve in every way. With Jim,
however, I continucd just in the place where
I began. He was always at school, always
interested, but I had no more influence over
him than I have this moment over the
Emperor of France. The universal opinion
was thet in religious matters he was as
learned as any white man, and was an in-
telligent, thoroughly studied and open
skeptic, perhaps infidel.

At this time the religious interest appear-
ed amongst us, and you kunow a very large
proportion of the young men became chris-
tians; all of his class within a few weeks
of each other. With all my efforts to see
him, I never could succeed in meeting him,
excepting his regular attendance at school.
1 heard of his huasting to one of the people
that if I were not a woman, he should like
to reason with me, for he knew that he
could prove to me from the Bible many
things, and that if it were not for making
me feel badly, he should like to try.

One Sabbath evening in our Bible class
the Spirit was very near us, it was at theso
times when one and another had come for-
ward to ask the way of salvation. Of the
ten, I had hope of eight as being Christians,
On this Sabbath evening Jim came in for
the first time. After the lesson was over,
they began talking among themselves. As
thev satin . circle the first spoke, and said,
“This week I hope I am a Christian.”
The second also spoke, and so each in turn,
the class showed deep feeling and there were
many tears. The ninth that night ex-
pressed his love to Christ for the fiest time,
and Jim was tha tenth,

When it came to Jim I was standing
near him, and turned and said, *Jim what
have you to say, you have heard the others
speak 2 He did not answer, so I began
talking to him, and long and earncstly I
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pleaded with him. All his reply was, T
wish you would stop spenking, ?do not love
Christ nor believe in him, and 1 donot want
to hear anything morc about it.”” He spoke
50 that 1 was unable to keep my tears from
flowing, and it was some time before I could
become calm. Then once more I told him
how he was doing, he who knew so perfectly
the plan of salvation, and how the Spirit
would be griecved away. I cannot tell all
T said, butif I ever pleaded with a sinner it
was then, and cvery one in the room was
weeping except himself and me. I told
him then T had said all that I could, all that
there was to say, and that from that night,
although he might see me daily, I never
again should speak to him on ti';is subject
until he spake first, that there was not any
thing to say, he knew it all, and he neced
not fear to meet me again, as these were my
last words, but if he dicd or I died, he was
to remember that I had been faithful with
him, and in God’s sight. He did not reply
except by saying, “ Tam going home,” and
he rose and left the room, .

The remaining scholars seemed perfectly
thunderstruck, and almost heartbroken that
he should have grieved me so, and then we
joined in prayer tor him, and then separated.
When Ireached my room I could notsleep,
but after thinking of it I saw bat one help,
that was to pray for him, for except in God
there wasno power to turn him. Then and
there I resolved to pray, and so prayed
earnestly, and then I felt quiet, and could
slecp. The next evening, he was at the
gchool as usual, and appeared as though
nothing had happened étill, as Iwatched
him, it scemed as if he were becoming

«more and more hardened. During the
chapel services he paid no attention in
prayer, did not seem to listen to the services
and wonld not sing, unless at a time he
particalarly liked. To a Sunday-school he
would not come, but rame sometimes to
the vestibule and sat reading his Bible out-
side In all the various cxercises of the
young men he took no part, and kept as far
from mec as possible. H¢ wus constantly
having discussions with the Christians at
the station, and always defeated them, and
from the Bible he could so reason against
what the missionaries said, that if a man
listened to him he could almost make him
believe like himself. It was true what they
said of him, that he knew the Bible in ail
parts, chapter and verse, and there was not
o doctrine or a fact he had not read, and
made up his mind what it meant.

Anout this time onc of the young men
fell into great sin, and Jim led him on
deeper by his power of reasoning and
proving, till he well nigh made shipwreck
of the man whose mind was less strong
than his, so that he was unable to cope with
him. My heart was very much discouraged

for him at this time, and my praycr was
well nigh “fainting.”” But a few weeks
after T needed some one to bunild my school-
house, and being away, I wrote to him,
asking him to take charge of it. He wrote
me such a pleasant letter in reply, that it
seemed to encourage and help me. He
seemed so unlike all the others in this one
thing, the caring for me ; all the others had
by degrees, some sooner, some later, come
under’ my influence. They would listen
to my slightest wish about anything, and
all their concerns were known to me.
He laughed at them forit, and when
they were kind to me, or did as Isaid,
or told me their troubles, &c., it was sure
to bring a word of irony or ridicule from
him. Many of them were very carcless at
first regarding their clothes, as to cleanli-
ness or rags, but soon this vanished. I
could not bear to see Jim so, and did every-
thing to persuade him to alter; but he
said, “ Oh, it is good enough ; Tliko it, and
that is enough : much obliged to you, but
I do not wish it otherwise.”

As T said, I asked him to build, and on
my return, as I was obliged to go to the
place, Isaw more of him, and more was
I impressed with the wonderful power hie
might exert for good or evil. 1found then
for the first time that I was beginning to
have the least bit of his regard. One day,
when, in speaking of a verse, I took the
Greek and referred to it, he seemed to think
if I was a woman Y knew something. All
these months he had not been to Bible class,
but continued regularly at evening school.
When I found he was becoming less
distant, T suggested his learning to sing by
note, as he had such a fine voice, and when
he had learned, which was very soon, I gave
him charge of the bass to teach the others
at our evening singings. I think it was
soon after this that he came again to Bible
class one evening, but as he said something
which offended one of the others, he told
me the nextday he should never come again,

It js not casy for me to tell how the
change began. I think the first indications
were morc attention to his dress. I no
longer had to feel sorry to see one who
really was so superior, looking worse than
those who were not fit_to be his associates.
Ashe did my work, I kept throwing res-
pousibility on him, and making him feel
that T did not think him so hardeued as
others did, and I consulted him a great
deal sbout many things. He began to
come regularly to the Bible class, and often
when subjects came up he would come to
me during the week and talk about them.
I saw, too, by degrees his tone changed.
He no longer tried to dispute everything, to
argue that prayer was of no use, that every-
body would be saved, and dozens of other
such ideas,

Y
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In our frequent talks on religious sub-
jects, I never spoke to him of himself, and
only from his general remarks could I se2
the change in his thoughts and feelings. I
heard also from a boy living in the same
house that  Jim had prayers with them all
every night,” and I heard of his praying
elsewhere. I saw hir conduct in chapel so
different, and his coming into Sunday-
school and every other mecting, which be-
fore he never regarded. As these changes
took place in his relations to others, with
myself he became the most thoughtful and
dacile of all my pupils. I could not say
1 wish” about anything, but it was done,
aud he never would do the smallest thing
without asking me, beginning then to say
‘“ mother,” which the others had called me
for many months, I began to hear the
g;:oplc talk of * tho great change in Jim.”

ow, if any one disputed a part of the
Bible, he reasoned and convinced them, and
now, any word against the Bible or in
favour of evil was taken up by him, and
the objector silenced. I asked him if he
would take my Sunday noon Bible class of
young men, and the next Sunday with his
Bible he came, and since then I have no
words to tell you all the good he hasaccom-
plished with that class.

I began by degrees to depend on him to
help me everywhere, and no one dared say
anything out of the way when he was near.
You may smile, but all Jhis time he was be-
coming theneatest person to be scen any-
where.

About this time the girl to whom he was
engaged, a noble Christian girl, came to
me one day and in talking said, *“ You can-
not know the wonderful change in Jim;
perhaps you remember the night at Bible
class so long ago, when you spoke to him
of himself. He came home early, I was
stopping at John’s, where he lived. He
came in and threw himself down. We
said, ‘ Whero is John? ¢ At school,’ he
answered. ¢ Why did you come home first 2’
¢ Hush,’ he called out, so we waited until
John came. Hesaid Jim had talked badly
to you and broken your heart. The next
day, Jin: said ¢ You had talked to him and
he eould overthrow your arguments, but he
woula not because you were a woman, and
vou asked him if he did not believe; you
spoke to him because you loved him and
wanted to be saved, and he said he would
not be talked to so, he did not believe in
Christian love atall.’” ‘¢ To-day,” added
she, “Iwas in my garden, and he came
out, sat down and said, ‘ Do you remember
that night?’ I said ‘Yes.” Then he
added, ‘Zita, to-day I am 2 little child,
The first thing that conquered me was our
mother’s love. I learned to see her love in
giving up her home to come to me; from
that I learned the love of Christ. God

helping me I am her child 1 death, and
my Saviour’s through eternity.’”’

The girl was speaking with tears when
she said, “ I always loved my husband for
his greatness, but thank God through you
now I can love him for everything.”

Since Jim began to teach, the people ask
for him to teach them, as “ he knows how
so much better than others,”” and his time
has been much occupied in such work.—
Last evening, Unbyana, one of our native
missionaries, came and preached from the
text, ‘“Come over and help us,” a very
powertul sermon and full of earncstness.—
This morning I was writing in the school
house when Jim came in. It is such an
every day thing, his coming now to sce if
there is anything for him to do to help me,
that I thought nothing of it. Hesatdown
and we talked of one thing and another.
He soon said, “ What a splendid sermon

' we had last night, I could sit all day and

listen and it stirs me so.”” 1said, half
smiling, * Why, Jim, why don’t you go if
you like such words?” He replied, “I
shall if I live a few months lorger.” I
looked up in surprise and said, ‘“ Are you
in earnest?’ ¢ Yes, mother.” “But I
heard you say sometime ago, nothing would
induce you to be a missionary.” * Yes,
you have heard me say a good many other
things. I speak first now, so you cannot
say you recalled your words of that Sunday
night so long ago, Icame to tell you of
my heart, how it loves the Saviour.” 1
said, “I have known that along time.”
““ Yes, but I speak first and from to-day let
us talk much, and as I said, I wait to prove
myself, for my heart was very bad, and if
God gives me power, before long T shall be
far away among the heathen. I know I
bave power, I know I am wise in the Bible
and in its truths, aond if T have a gift from
God I shall be able to bring many to love
Him. And now while Ilive, I pray for
power to work here and that they may be
fitted for great good in this world.”

It is useless to tell you all the words we
spoke, or how vhen he sat down he began
writing off the music of o chant, and asked
me to try it with him, his voice was true
and clear, while mine trembled with the
great joy I had found this day. And now
while he is doing his work among the sick
and ignorant, who was almost a Saul in
evil, and will be a Paul to his nation in
good, Ithank my God for not having faint-
ed, and if I could speak to those who pray
long and almost faint I would say: ““ Men
ought always to pray and not to faint.”
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The Moravian Mission Station,
Grenadeandal, or Grace-Vale.

This is the oldest missionary station in
South Africa. It lics at_the end of a val-
ley, formerly known as Baboon Glen, en-
tirely surrounded, except in one direction,
by high mountains. The sctilement is
abous « mile in length, and & guarter of
this in breadth; the gardens being so nu-
merous that it looks, at a little distance,
like a city in the woods. ‘A more plen-
sant spot,” says Mr. Campbell, ¢ can havdly
be imagined. The houses of the Hotten-
tots are found neat and clean. Some of
them had four apartments, others of them
werc mean; but all had a good garden
stocked with fruit-trees, both ornamental
and uscful. At the common dinner-table
in the mission house, the Hottentots who
served did everything with as much pro-
priety and expedition as our best Iinglish
servants could have done.” The missionary
history of the settlement will be found in
Mogflat’s Missionary Labours and Scenes.
The substance of it i3 this :—In July 1736,
George Schmidt, with something of that
zeal which fired the bosom of Hans Egede,
left his unative country for that of the Hot-
tentots. He came as & man commissioned
by the King of kings to direct these de-
graded, oppressed, ignorant, despised peo-
ple to the Lamb of God. Itis impossible
to traverse that glen, or sit under the great
tree which the devoted man planted with
his own hands, without feeling something
like a holy envy of so_distinguished a per-
son in the mussionary band. ‘The Hotten-
tots who remembered Mr. Schmidt, or had
heard of his labour of love, now rallied
around the fresh-erected standard, and
though severe were the trials of the mis-
sionaries, often threatencd as they were
with destruction and murder, yet their la-
bours were blessed, and from the colony
the mission has spread to the Tambookics
beyond it, where they have now a flourish-
ing station. Who can now doubt the di-
vine assurance, ¢ My word shall not return
to me void

¢ Genadendal,” says a missionary, ‘is a
lovely spot. 1 almost feel inclined to call
it a paradise.’ ‘And truly,” says another
missionary, ‘it may be justly termed a gar-
den of the Lord.’

The Moravian mission premises and
chapel arc shaded by large and stately osks.
The congregation numbers about 3000
souls, and the services are always well at-
tended. The simple, earnest Christianity
of the converts is very manifest. ‘It is my
greatestjoy,’ said an aged Hottentot widow,
“to wait upon the sick at night, especially
when the patient is in destitute circum-
stances. Vghen unable to sleep, I feel the
happier in conversing with my Saviour.’

Another widow said, ‘I am comforted by
His sufferings for my sins.  Oh, may Tever
be found thankfully adoriag at His through-
pierced feet

Grasping the missionary’s hand, a dying
one said, ‘Just as fast as I hold now the
hand of Mynheer, have I taken hold of my
Saviour. My sins are all forgiven ¥’

‘The Saviour has so much compassion
on me,” remarked & communicant, “and
yet I find sin abounding. One is so shut
up in sin from top to toe, s0o oppressed
under the burden of sin, and so polluted,
that, were it not for the blood of Jesus, all
the water of the ocean could not cleanse us.
But His blood is able to do so.’

Au old Hottentot, when asked if he did
not find it difficult to obtain a living, re-
plied, *Oh! no; weak as I am, I have
planted pumnpkins. I have got as many as
sixty, so that I have been able to assist
others. A sack of corn lasts me longer
than it would others. That is through the
| blessing of our Saviour. I am old and fee-
| ble. Irisnot I, but our Saviour that helps
! mo. I see morc and more clearly how
great His love and patience are.

When the only mission station in South
Africa was Genadendal, a slave among the
Boors, whe wore the kaross, or Hottentot
cloak of sheepskins, sometimes heard the
Boors say that such an one was converted.
and then they laughed at him. The slave
wished to know what this meant, but his
companions could not tell him. When
I about fifteen years of age, he saw an old
I Hottentot woman, whose husband had been
! killed by the Bushmen, and observed some-
, thing peculinr about her. He asked her

what this being converted meant.  She re.
plied, ¢t you wish to be converted, pray to
God to forgive your sins, and to make yow
His child, and do not leave off till you get
sweet” She meant, ‘till you find peace.
‘Tue slave took her advice for a week, and
found rest in Christ. Then she told him
more about the Lord, and he learned to
commune with Him, and gained experience.
He afterwards went to Genadendal, joined
the mission church there, and became a
shepherd on the neighbouring plains and
kloofs.—T ke Missionary News.

g

Mews of the e,

Presbytery of Picton.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in John
Kncx’s Church, New Glasgow, on the 4th
inst., and was constituted by the Rev. James
Thompson, Moderator ; with whom were
presentthe Revds. David Roy,John Stewart,
George Walker, James Bayne, D.D., D. B.
Blair, Alex. Sutherland, George Patterson,

Y
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George Roddick, John Mackinnon, K. J.
Grant, J. A. F. Sutherland, and J. D.
Murray, Ministers; and Messrs. James
McGregor, Geo. Underwood, Jas. Davison,
James McDonald, Francis Henry, Duncan
McLean, and Alexander McBean, Ruling
Elders.

‘The minutes of the meetings of Presby-
tery held during the time of Synod, were
read and sustained.

The Rev. Dr. McKinney, Professor of
Anusten College, Texas, being present, was
invited to sit as corresponding member.

Commissions were presented from the
Sessions of East Branch, E. R., Merigo-
mish ; John Knox’s Church, N Glasgow ;
Earltown and Scotsburn,—appointing as
their respective representative elders in
Presbyteries and Synod during the ensuing
year, Messrs. James McDonald. Robert
Murray, James Davison, Alex. McBean,
and Duncan McLean. ‘These commissions
were sustained, and the names of these
elders added to the roll.

Read an application from the Earltown
congregation, for & moderation in a cal! for
one o be their minister, which was sup-
ported by the Rev. Alexander Sutherland,
Moderator of their Scssion, and by Mr.
McBean, ruling Elder; whereupon the
Presbytery agreed, that while sympathising
with them in their present vacancy and dis-
posed to cncourage them in their efforts to
obtain a minister, to delay the gianting of
the moderation until the congregation have
decided upon the amount to be given their
minister, and which shall be 600 and a
manse, or as near this sum as they can
possibly come in their present circumstances.

The following supply of preaching was
-arranged for Knox Church congregation,
Pictou, viz.:

Rev. Mr. Patterson, third Sabbath of
August ; Rev. A. . Miller, fourth Sabbath
of August; Rev. J. McKinnon, fifth Sab-
bath of August; Rev. D. B. Blair, first
Sabbath of Scptember; Rev. K. J. Grant,
secoud Sabbath of September ; Rev. George
Walker, third Sabbath of September, {even-
ing); Rev. J. A. F. Sautherlahd, fourth
Sabbath of Scptember. .

Mr. McKenzie was appointed to preac
in Larltown and West Branch, on the third
Sabbath of August, and Mr. Sinclair on
the fifth Sabbath of the same month.

Mr. Logan was appointed to preach at
Hopewell on the third Sabbath of August,
and at Fisher's Grant on thesecond, fourth,
and fifth Sabbaths of the same montk.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
in James’ Church, New Glasgow, on Tues-
day, 1st of September, at 11 o’clock, A.M.
for ordinary business.

JorN Mackixxox, Clerk.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Presbytery met at Dartmouth on
on Wednesday 12th August, at 11 o’clock.
There were present Revs. J. L. Murdoch,«
P. G. McGregor, John Cameron, A. Stuart,
W. Maxwell, J. M. McLcod, Professor
McEnight, E. Annand, E. A. McCurdy,
A. Simpson, and J. Forrest, and E. Taylor,
J. W. Fleming, A.James, W. H Blanchard,
and Robert Murray, Ruling Elders.—
‘The first business before the Preshytery was
the proposed demission ot Professor Mec-
Knight.  The congregation was heard on
their own behalf, and after viewing all the
circumstances the Presbytery agreed to
accept Professsr McKnight’s demission and
and declare the congregation vacant, Prof.
McKnight to be Moderator of Session.

In accordance with the resolution of
Synod, the Presbytery agree todissolve the
connection between Rev. P. G. McGregor

‘and Poplar Grove Church, his conunection

with that church to cease about the end of
September, which will be twenty five years
from the date of his induction.

George A. Blanchard, Esq, appeared as
& commissioner for the congregations of
Cornwallis, South and West. ‘The Pres-
bytery approved of the two congregatious
uniting to call one minister, and granted
moderation in a call for one to be their
Pastor. Rev.J. L. Murdoch was apuointed
to mederate in the call on the 26th August.

The call from North Cornwallis came out
unanimously in favour of Mr. Joseph Hogg.
The call was sastained and the Moderator
appointed to prescribe trials for ordination
to Mr. Hogg in case he should accept the
call —Several Home Mission Reports were
read. The Presbytery agreed to apply for
Mr. Glendinning with a view to supply
Dartmouth. Mr. Chase was appointed to
the Gore and Kennetcook. Mr. Logan to
Mount Uniacke, Mr. Edward Grant to
Sheet Harbor and Mr. Forlong to Kempt
and Walton. The health of Rev. Jas.
Waddell is still too precarious to permit
»is return to active work in his congre
gation, and the Presbytery extended his
leave of absence, and expressed sympathy
with him in his illness. The next meeting
of Presbytery will be held in the Session
House of Chalmers Charch, on Wednes-
(Xxym?hc 16th September, at 11 o’clock,

PGl
Siveside Readng,

The Greater Fool.

I have read an old story of a lord who
kept a jester in his house for his amuscment,
as was often the custom among great men
of olden time.
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To his jester the lord gave a curiously |

carved staff, which he was charged to keep
until he should meet with one who was a
greater fool than himself, when the jester
should deliver it over to such a one.

A few years passed, and the lord fell very
sick, so that it seemed quite likely he would
die. Mis jester came to see him, and as he
stood beside his bed, the lord told him he
must shortly leave him.

‘And whither art thou geing, my lord 2’

‘To another world,’ was the reply.

‘And when wilt thou return? Within a
month? :

¢No,” answered the lord.

¢ Within a year 7

3 NO )

‘And when, then, my lord 2’
‘Never.’
‘Never? Then what provision hast

thou made for thy journcy whither thou
goest 7’

¢ None whatever.”

‘Noneatall! Ah! here, take thy staff,
then,’ said the jester. ¢ Going away never
to return more, and no provision made for
thine entertainment there! “T'ake thy staff’
again, for surely I never will be guilty of
such great folly as this.’

We are none of us too young to die.—
Let us learn wisdom from the foolish lord,
and sce that our sins are forgiven, and our
trust is in Jesus ; and so, whenever he shall
call us to himself, we shall be ready to mect
him in joy and peace.

¢ Better is a poor and wise child than a
dull aud foolish king.’—~Tke Appeal.

Charles Wainfleet.

Charlic Wainflcet was, perhaps, one of
the most remarkable children I have ever
known, and that’s saying a good deal ; for
I am an old man—a very old man, some
would say; and those dark locks I used
once to be proud of, are now silvered by
time. Yet Iam a very happy old fellow,
for I can still take pleasure in many of the
enjovments of others.

I am very fond of children, and the little
people usually like me; and so by one of
those mutual attractions it was that Charlic
Wainfleet and myself became such firm
friends.

Charlie was an odd, dreamy child, with
large lustrous eyes, which sometimes glit-
tered, and softened again, with an express-
ion almost uncarthly. The poor village
folks used always to bless the lovely bo;
when he passed; and roeny a one have
heard exclaim that he was ““ too good” for
this world !

My acquaintance with little Charlie be-
gan on this wise :—I was walking onc day
down the lane to our river, when I heard a
youug voice calling “Mary! Mary!” So

T looked, and saw at a distance from me a
beautitul boy, of from six to e zht years
old. X asked him why he wascal ing. He
told me he had come out with hi> nurse and
little brother, and had wandered from them
to watch the water of the river ripple past.
They had not noticed his absence, neither
had he thought of them, till & few moments
since, when he had lost his way; and after
trying uselessly for some time to regain the
right path, could not succeed in discovering
it.

I found out where my little friend lived,
and took him home. A few days after
this I was out again and met Charle. He
began to talk to me; and in short I soon
became so fond of the child, that I asked
him to come and sce me. .And indeed,
after his first shyness wore off] little Charlie
would come very often and spead an hour
or two with me.

Things had gone on like this for a long
time when, some days having passed with-
out any visit from Charlie, I called at his
mother’s house, and, on inquiry, found that
the child was very ill; so I sent to Mrs
Wainfleet, to ask if I might see my little
friend. Presently a scrap of paper was
given me, with these words, traced in a
baby hand :—

“Do ¢ome to me. I am very ill and
they won’t let me get up. I have such
funny dreams. “ Cranuie.”

So I went up into the child’s room, and
found him lying on 2 couch by the open
window. When I entered the room,
Charlie tried to raise himself, bus fell back,
too weak for the exertion.

His hand clasped that of his mother—a
lady =aboat twenty-four years of age,
dressed in deep mourning, and wearing a
widow’s cap. I used to like to look at her
sweet pensive face in after days, for its
loveable, gentle features; and the subdued,
quict melancholy reminded me of Charlie.

Well, when I entered the sick room,
Chiarlic and I chatted for some time (poor
fellow ! his voice had grown terribly weak
since I had last heard it), his mother join-
ing sometimes in the conversation, but very
quictly and gently.  She scemed fearful
of too much exercising her child.

Soon she left us alone; and Charlie
quite suddenly asked me, “Do you ever
think of heaven ¥’ Wow I am 2 cross-
grained, queer old fellow, and a question of
that kind takes one rather by surprise
However, I said, ““Of coursc; cvery one
thinks of that sort of thing ¥’

So Charlicsaid, “ Imust tell you s dream
I had last night. X thought I was wander-
ing by the river, and that it was getdng
dark. The sun was just going torest, an
a bright halo seemed spread over everything.
I sat locking into the water, thinking of
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heaven, and wondering whether I should | ray of sunshine faded from the horizon,

know papa when I went there.

“Suddenly there seemed to float in the
air a crowd of fairy like beings. I watched
them for a long time, and then they seemed
walking on a very bad and stony road.—
Some seemed almost faint with the long
journey, and some of them fell and stumbled.

“As my eyes became still more accus-
tomed to the sight, Isaw that those who
bravely tried to toil onwards had in their
hands bright golden rods, whose ends seen-
ed to reach the sky. Round these rods
was written, ‘ Faith, Mercy, Truth, Hope,
Charity, Love,” and many other things.
Some of the travellers dropped their rods
when they had to cross a bad part of the
road, and I noticed that whenever they let
go their rods they fell and stumbled, and
then some of those who had kept their
staffs would come and help the fallen ones,
and their rods seemed to gleam with a more
glorious brightness each time they did any
good deed to help their fellow-travellers.

“In a short time they all disappeared in
the distance, and I awoke ; but the dream
was so beautiful, so glorious, that I could
not forget it.”’

The child’s dream I have putin my own
words, as those who loved him less dearly
than I did might not understand his baby
language. Surely he heard * the clang of
harp-strings, and angels from golden clouds
beckoned to him like & brother ¥

Another evening Charlic and I begau to
talk about the sun; and aftera few minutes’
pause the little fellow said, *¢ How happy
the sun must feel at night!”

This remark rather puzzled me, but I
did not say so; merely remarking, “ What
makes you think so, Charlie?”

“ Why, because it has done its duty all
day long, and can therefore enjoy heaven
more wlhen it goes to rest there.”

“ Enjoy heaven, dear! What makes you
think the sun goes back to heaven every
night, my boy ¥’

¢ Because I think that God takes it back
to heaven, that the joy it fecls there may
wash away the remembrance of all the
wickedness and sin it has seen by day !’

I could not correct the boy; for the idea
scemed 100 curious to me to be at once re-

lied to. Indeed, I almost doubted whether

had heard aright. That this child, so in-
nocent, so young and happy, should have
worked out thoughts which would handly
have presented themselves to the imagina-
tion of us “wiser” ones, amazed wme. But
I learnt many a lesson from that little fel-
low, that has made me inmy old age a
wiser and 2 happier man.

After @ moment’s pausc Charlie added,
# Mamme, 1shall be with the sun to-night ™
And indeed each minute seemed to find the
boy weaker than the last; and as the last

Charlie Wainfleet’s gentle spiric floated
upward to its God.

Work for Little Ones.

There is no little child too small
To work for God;

There is & mission for us all
From Christ the Lord.

'Tis not enough for us to give
Our wealth alone;

We must entirely for Him live,
And be Hisown.

Though poverty our portion be,
Christ will not slight

The lowliest little one, if he
With God be right.

The poor. the sorrowful, the old,
H Are round us still;
Gout does not always ask our gold,
But heart and will.

Father, oh give us grace to see
A place for us,

Where, in Thy vineyard, we for Thee
May labour thus!

Footprints.

A poor Arabian of the dusert was one
day asked how he came to be certain that
there wasa God.

‘In the same way,” replied he, ‘that I
am enabled to tell by a print impressed on
the sand whether it was a man or beast
that passed that way. I see God every-
where.’

‘What Jesus is able to do.

‘ Able cven to subdue all things unto
Himself.’ Phil. iii. 21.

¢ Able to make all prace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good
work.” 2 Cor. ix. 8.

¢ Able to keep you from falling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy.' Jude 24.

¢ Able to succour them thatare tempted.’
Heb. ii. 18.

¢ Able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him.” Hcb. vii. 25.

*What He had promised, able also to
perform.” Rom. iv. 21.

¢ Ableto makehim stand.” Rom. xiv. 4.

‘Able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto Him.> 1 Tim.i. 2.

* Able to huild you ap, and to give yon
an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified”  Acts xx. 32.

* Able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think.” Iph. iii. 20.

‘BELIEVE YE THAT I A2t ABLE TO DO
7B18¥  Matt. ix. 28.
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Preaching Christ.

. A young man had been preaching in the
resence of a venerable divine, and after he
n_t(il done he went to the old minister and
said—

« What do you think of my sermon 7’

¢ A very poor sermon indeed,’ said be.

* A poor sermon Y’ said the young man;
‘it took me a long time to study it.’”

¢ Ay, no doubt of it.”

¢ Why, did you not think my explanation
of the text a very good one?’

‘Oh yes,” said the old preacher, ¢ verv
good indeed.’

¢ Well, then, why do yomu say it is & poor
sermon ?  Didn’t you think the metaphors
were appropriate and the arguments con-
clusive 7’

‘ Yes, they were very good, as far as that
goes; but still it was a very poor sermon.’

* Will you tell me why you think ic was
a poor sermon.’

¢ Beeause,’ said he, “there “sas no Christ
in it’

¢ Well,’ said the young man, * Christ was
not in the text; we are not to be preaching
Christ always ; we must preach what is the
text.’

So the old mar said—

‘Don’t you know, young man, that from
every town, and every village, and every
listle bamlet in England, wherever it may
be, there is a road to London ?’

¢ Yes,’ said the young man.

¢ Ah,’ said the old divine, ‘and so from
every text in Scripture there is a road to
the metropolis of the Scripture—that is
Christ. And, my dear brother, your busi-
ness is, when you get a text, to say,  Now,
what is the rond to Christ?” and thea
preach a sermon running along the road to
the great metropolis—Christ. And, said
he, ¢I have not yct found a text that has
not a road to Christ in it. If I should, I
would make one. Iwould go over hedgeand
ditch, but I would get at my Master; for
the sermon cannot do any good unless there
is a savour of Christ In it.’

Bible Students.

A christian ecmperor, whose name was
Theodosius, wrote out the whole of the
New Testament with his own hand, on
purpose to fix its words better in his me-
mory. Another emperor of thesame name,
who was very much occapied in business
during the day, used to spend a portion of
every night in not only reading, but studying
the Scriptures.  Prince George, of Tran-
sylvanis, read the whole Bible over twenty-
seven times. And one of the kings of Arra-

on was so interested in the study of the
Seriptores, that he read them through,
together with & large commentary, fourteen
times. Sir Henry Walton, an English

nobleman, was very much engaged in busi-
ness, yet he kept, day and night, the Bible
before him, that at leisure moments he
might read & verse or two; and when his
public duties were over he always spent
an hour or two in studying the Bible. Avnd
a nobleman, named DeRentz, used every
morning to read three chapters of the Bible
on his bended knees, stopping every little
while to pray that God would help him to
understand it. The Rev. Wm. Romaine,
one of the best ministers of the Church of
Ingland, for the last thirty years of his
life, never read or studied any other book
bue the Bible. There was an Irish peasant
who had got possession of a copy of the
Bible, and was so fond of it that he spent
all the leisure time he bad in studying it. -
The Romish priest found him one day with
the Bible in his hand, and asked him what
warrant he had to read the Bible for him-
self. ¢ Faith,” said he, “and please yer
riverance, I have a serch warrant ; for
did’nt the blessed Master say “Sarck the
Scriptures ¥ —Joln v. 39. And thus we
see that the Bible is a wonderful book for
the way in which it has been studied.

Sowing little Seeds.

Little Bessie had got a present of a new
book, and she cagerly opened it to look at
the first picture. It was the picture of a
boy sitting '~ the side of a stream, and
throwing seeds into the water.

I wonder what this picture is abont 2"
said she; “why does the boy throw secds
in the water 7’

“Q, Iknow,” said her brother Edward,
who had been looking at the book; “heis
sowing the sceds of water-lilies.”

“But how small the seeds look 1 said
Bessie.  ““ It seems strange that such large
plants should grow from such little things.”

“You are just sowing such tiny sceds
every day, Bessie, and they will come np
large, strong plants afier a while,” said her
father.

“ 0 no, father; I have not planted any
seeds for & long time.”

¢ I have seen my daughter sow a pumber
of seeds to-day.”

Bessie Jooked puzzled, and her father
smiled and said,. “ Yes, I have watched you
plan}}ug flowers, and seeds, and weeds to-
day.

g Now I know that you ere joking, for I
would not plant ugly weeds.”

« T will tell you what I mean. TWhen
you laid aside thst interesting book, and
attended to what your mother wished done,
you were sowing seeds of kindoess and love.
When you broke the dish that you knew
your mother valued, and came instantly
and told her, you wero sowing sceds of
truth. When you took the cup of cold
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water to the poor woman at the gate, you :

were suwing the seeds of mercy. These
are all beautiful flowers, Bessie. But I
hope my little girl has been planting the
great tree of ‘love to God,” and that she
will tend and watch it until its branches
reach the skies and meet before his throne.”’

Let no Man ask for Leisure.

The most fallacious ideas prevail respect-
ing leisure. People are always saying to
themselves, “ I would do this, and I would
do that, if I had leisure.” Now there is no
condition in which the chance of doing any
good is less than in the condition of leisure.
The man fully employed may be able to
gratify his good dispositions by i:nproving
himself or his neighbors, or ‘serving the
public in some uscful way; but the man
who has all his time to dispose of as he
pleases, has but & poor chance, indeed, of
doing so. To do, increases the capacity of

doing, andit is farless difficult foraman who

is in an habitual course of exertion, to exert
himself a little more for an extra purpose,
than for the man who does little or nothing,
to put himselfinto motion for the same cnd.
There is a reluctance in all things to be set

* agoing ; but when that is got over, then
everything goes sweetly enough., Just so
it is with the idle man. Inlosing the kabit,
he loses the puwer of doing. But the man
who is busy about some regular employ-
ment for a proper length of time every day,
can very casily do something else during
the remaining hours ; indeed, the recreation
of the weary manis apt to be busier than
the perpetual leisure of the idle. As he
walks through the world, his hands hang
unmuffled and ready by his side, and Le
can sometimes do more by a single touch
in passing, than a vacant man is likely to
do in a twelvemonth.

Let no man cry for leisure in order to do
anything. Let him rather pray that he
may never have leisure. If he really
wishes to do any good thing, he will always
find time for it by properly arranging his
other employments.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE
MENTS, &c.

NOTICE.

The subscriber is authorized to employ one
or two more Bible Colporteurs, erther in this
or any of the adjacent colonies, where there
may be needy districts destitate of the scrip-
turcs. New Brunswick and Newfoundland
are supposed to contain many such places, and
are to have the first claim on this occasion.
Applicants who are qualificd for the work,
ami can be well recommended, will be inform-
ed as to its nature and conditions by applica-
tion to Jonx 1. BAXTER, dgent.

Ornslow, N.S., dugust, 18, 1868.

CorrLeTION.—In the Home Mission ac-
y knowledguments in our last, the sumi of $9.72,
caedited tv Lower Scttlement, Musquodobuit.
should read Upper Settlement.
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the followiug sums:

HOME MISSIONS.
Waweig, pe Rev. J. Millen:
Colz‘by .‘I‘;‘bb Liczy Guest....... .. 511 394

Tryphenia Sinclair... 623}
Bocabee, per Rev. J. Millen:

Col. by Miss Nancy McMillan. .... 765
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“ Tryphenia Sinclair... 623}
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Captain Cumminger, of Emulous ... 500
EDUCATIONAL.

Chalmers® Church. .. ..o......... ...260 00
Primitive Church, New Glasgow.... 4250
SUPPLEMENTARY FUND.
Chalmers’ Church................. $104 83
SYNOD FUND.

R. McDonald, Cape George......... $i 00

CHINIQUY FUND. .
Captain Cumminger, of Lmulvus. ... .$10 00
PAYMENTS FOR RECORD.
The publisher acknowledges reccipt of the
following sums:

Mr. Wm. Ross, Pictou............:.516 00
P. Pecbles, Esq., Quebec. ... .......
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