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‘When requested toread an essay on , cess, let the officers and members set
a Masonic subject, not to exceed | an example of punctuality, which all
twenty winutes in its delivery, the | active members will not be slow to
difficulty was to condense matter in-  follow. As the hands of the clock
to such space as to make it instruet. , indicate the hour, the Master ought to
ive and interesting, as well as to do | sound his gavel, and that sound ought
ample justice to each suggestion in- , to find anechoand response from all the
troduced. I desire the Brethren to iOﬂicers of his Lodge, even at the
bear in mind that these suggestions | risk of fault finding from tardy breth-
are not given with & view of being  ren. Want of punctuality cools the
dictatorial, neither is there personal | fervor of the recruit and the enthusi-
or direct allusion to any person or | asm of the veteran. Some Masters
Lodge, but they are applicable to all | deem their presence of little import-
Lodges, and are intended o raise a | 2nce at the specified time, hence
spirit of inguiry and exr-nination  many young and zealous Brethren
which may stimulate all o new exer- , who are punctual .nd eager to see
Hions towards excellence, so that 6 and share in the work, so mach have
wmatters hitherto deemed of little im- | they been impressed by our cere-
portance, yet which are sgrious, may , monies, yet by a lack of attention on
receive due consideration. It has | the part of those who govern the
been said life’s comforts and happi- | Lodge, their new born zeal and ear-
ness consist in little things, so does  nestness is nipped by the chilling
the smooth, easy, regular and pleas-  wind of indifference. The Liodge
ant working of 2 Liodge comsist in  that is served by Officers who are not
the manner in which matters of sesm- | alive to these things may write
ingly little importance are per-, Icmascp on ifs portals. In such
formed. Lodges carelessness, indifference and

Hly first suggestion to insurs suc- , forgetfulness are the weeds of rank
cess 1s regulonity and promptness in, growth, which flourish in their pre-
attendance on the part of officers and | cinets, producing a malaria, spread-
members. If a Lodge desires suc- , ing barreness and sterility, with de-



i
> - N\

34 THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

c]ining mem'berghip, empty ox--] that the Oﬁjcers qf & Lodge be thor-
chequers, and waning reputations, oughly trained in and conversant
The Lddge that is so fortunate as to , With .the ritual and ceremonies. It is
have Officers prompt and punctuel , in vain for a master to look for sue-
in their attendance 1s a Lodge which | cess if he is not well supported by
will be found flourishmg and pros- | Officers who are intimately acquains-
perous, its executive displaying zeal | ed with their duties. Some Masters
and energy in the discharge of duty,, may imagine that by their own
imparting that zeal and energy to  knowledge and ability they can seoure
all the members as the electric spark , success. Not so. As well mighta
flashes along the wire, commaunicat- , husbandman expect to reap an
ing itself to all who come in contact , abundant harvest by merely cultivat-
with it, and instilling new life and | ing and preparing the soil, but neg-
vigor. Prompiness argues interest; lecting to sow the seed. Itjs an es-
where we are interested, we are alive , tablished law in the Kipgdom of
and anxious to discharge our duty,  Nature that whatsoever a man soweth
and punctual in its performance,  that shall he also reap; the analogy
leaving no means at our disposal un- , holds good in every pursuit. If the
tried to further our object.  Let the | Officers of a Lodge will not sow the
tiree principal Officers take as their | seed of efficiency, they cannot expect
esample our glorions Luminary in | to reap the harvest of prosperity.
hic three stages, rising in the East, , This is also true with regard to qual-
attaining his Meridian splendor, and | ity. Then let Lodges and Masters be
setting in the West. His chariot, alive to the importance of elgcting
wheels are never a moment delayed, , and appointing Brethren of undoubted
his beams never behind their ap-  ability to the various offices. We
pointed time, punctual his daily race , have seen Masters poorly supported
to run; as his presence is essential fo | by their Officers; does the work im-
vitality, so the prompt presence of , press us? do our grand and solemn
those Officers who represent him in , ceremenies effect our hearts and
his course is essential to the vital, minds, as they are calculated to do?
interests of the Lodge. By prompt, The eloquence of a Demosthenes
attendance the preliminary business would be nallified by stumblings, in-
is disposed of in good time, the ac- accuracies and inefficiencies. Let no
toal work not delayed by repeated in- | Lodge elect, no Master appoint, no
terraptions for’ admission, but dis- , Member accept & position in a Ma-
petched in a quick, orderly and sys- | sonie Lodge which he is not quali-
tematic manner, preventing one of | fied, or will not qualify himself to
our greztest hindrances to progress., occupy creditably. It matters not
The evil and stigme of keeping late | how old a member he may be, it mat-
and unseasonable hours are also re- | ters not how much respect he may
moved. It also has the effect of with- |, command, Masonry, its honor, its
drawing an obstacle thet prevents  credit, ils reputation 1s at stake.
meny worthy Brethren from being  These ought to have our chief con-
precent at our communications. If  sideration. How sad the mistake to
Lodges adopt this course our nights elect or appoint & Brother to a posi-
of meeting will not be occasions to be  tion which nature, education, or ebil-
go much dreaded in many house- ity never intended him to fill, remind-
holds. . | ing us of the Gubernatorinl effort of
My wsecond suggestion to insure ; Sancho Panza. Some 1 ason becanse
suceess is ediciency of Officers. Efi- | a Brother has been a Deacon, Secre-
oiency in any walk, pursnit, or pro- , tary, or Treasurer he must neceds bs
fession is essentially necessory to, o Warden, and if a Warden, must of
succese. It is necessary to success , mecessity be a Master. This process
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of reasoning has injured beyond cal- ‘being by appeal to a higher court,
-culation nor conception our Lodges, | The next officer on whose exertion
and i3 neither logical or reasonable. | depends the welfare of the Lodge is
Common sense, jud~ement, and above | the Senior Warden. He must be in
all experience, ory out against it. accord with the Master if they desira

“Ordor is Heaven's first law, and this confest, | 80 harmonious term. I consider the

Some or ,and must be, greater than thorest” | the position of Senior Warden, though

Liet me particularise. A Master !'not the most arduous, yet a most im-
to render his Liodge successful must | portant and responsible one. It is
first be respected by the Brethren, | similay, to that of & Premier. He ig
perfectly convarsant with oll the lan adviser, & councillor. His duty
ritaal and cersaionies, previous fo in- | is that of Regent in the absence of
stollation; he ought to be oble per- | his Sovereign. I often think it is the
sonally to open, close, and work his | quietest year of office, a breathing
Lodge through every degree. No de- , space,anopportunity to fit him for the
vigtion ought to be sanctioned or | duties of the higher position. Hae
permitted from this rule. He ought | ought ro avail himself of this oppor-
to have a knowledge of the rules of ' tunity to prepare for the other and
Masonic debate and order, have no | more responsible office of Worshipful
hesitancy, and show no lack of know- | Master, so that if elected he may La
ledge when points of order or other ! thoroughly finished for the good work.
-questions of ruling arise. He should | If the probation, in some instances,
also rule properly and promptly, and ! be extended, so much the better for
preserve perfect order, should suffer | him and the Lodge. We might pausa
no private conversations or person- ) to ask here why so many promising
slities, and not permit a hair’s breadth ! Wardens make such infericr presid-
of deviation from rectitude. Another ! ing officers? 'We answer, that in
-of his duties should be to check the ' cur opinion, too much importance is
groving tendency of some Brathren !attached to memory, and too little
to convert a Masonic Lodge into a 'to knowledge gained by the study of
second-rate debating club, without ' Masonic authors. Some Wardens
first adopting as one of the laws, that ' flatter themselves because they have
to become s member they must be! committed to memory s certsin
endowed with debating qualifications, | amount of the ritnal that they are
and have st least received the Mas- ' qualified when called upon to fill the
ter Mason’s degree before they be | position of Master. Why are so
permitted to discuss Alasonic Juris- 'many Lodges called to account for
pradence, and three months in the ' some breach of laws? We believe
Society before they aspire to the ! this is the reason: I do not depreci-
position of Warden. A Master ought ' ate the gift of memory, but effort
to respect the Brethre 1, protect them ' ought not to end here. The correct
in their rights and privileges, and ‘' exemplification of our work is im-
raise none to position but the worthy. | portant, but not the most important
1 would not counsel a Master to be ! portion of a Master's duty. A Meas-
axbitrary, though-on occasions he will | ter of a Lodge, without 2 proper
appecr to some to be so. As the ' knowledge of 1dasonie law, will be
Master of & Masonic Lodgs is an ' like a Ship at Sea without rudder or
Autocrat, he must, when in his judg- | compass to-steer by. I believe thak
mént the occasion requires it, exer- 'a dispensation to fill the ohair of
ciga his prerogative. Outsideand be- | Master ought not to be granted to
yond our written law, rulings and ' any Brother who has not served o
procelents, he is the law on ell ques- ! full term as Warden, except in cases
tions, and for us there romains but ! of sctusl necessity, It will he an
presznt submission, the only redress l exceptional cese, indeed, wheve such
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8 Brother will perform the duties l reminded that they are the Brethren
properly. I am pleased to state that | who ocoupy those positions, when the
the executive of our own Grand Lodge | Master calls the Senior and Junior
holds this view. A Senior Warden ' Deacons to advance. Sometimes
ought to have no hesitation or for- | they appear to imagine that any form
getfulness in the little of the ritual | of words will serve for announcements,
that is allotted to him. There should | and that their voices were given them
be no pallistion or excuse for any ! for the special benefit of the Senior
omission or defficiency. Such de- | and Junior Wardens, forgetting that
fects are direct reflections on his! all their utterances are instructions,
Lodge, and most injurious to his!and ought to be distinetly heard by
character of an aspirant. The Junior | every one present. This class of
‘Warden I also deem an officer of Deacon brings a terrible pressure to
great importance. No Brother elected | bear upon our faith in the certainty
to that position ought to neglect the | of the verification in their case of the
careful study of his work. Hisdutiec | Scriptural promise: ¢ Open thy
are onercus and constant; activity,  mouth and I will 11 it.” And then
quickness and intelligence are re- again when some affrighted Candi-
quisite to & proper discharge of the  date is consigned to their tender mer-
duties of his office, making all an!' cies wiey compensate for their lack of
nouncements gracefully, properly and language by a pedestrian exhibition,
clearly. He should not lounge in his | which reminds us of runners at the
chair, asif he were in an Indian ham. , Olympic Games, and often convert-
mock, when announcing some visitor | ing our Hall, which we believe to be
of distinction, perhaps giving half his | nearly a square, into an ang'e of a
name and some barbaric appellativn  triangle at each corner. Let their
for his Lodge, that would even make , march be to the swelling tones of an
the bones of Tecumseh shake in their | organ, as steady and regular as that
unknown resting place, thus produc- , of a Roman Cohort, with military
ing from some better informed Breth- | precision, wheeling and facing, salut-
ren a smile of derision. A Junior ing their superior officers as they
‘Warden, who well understands his k march past. Let indifference, haste,
duties, does more to facilitate the and indecorum be banished, and let
business of the Lodge than any other | dignity, exactness and precision take
officer, the Worshipful Master ex- their place, and on these first steps of
cepted. Let him then be well versed . the ladder let all subordinates prove
in his work, so as to add tone and " themselves worthy of advancement.
dignity to our imposing ceremonies. , The Stewards have important duties
Let him be so perfect that his Mas- , to perform in preparation ceremonies.
ter need not blush at having to re- , Let them so well understand what is
mind him of some trivial omission, , required of them as not to have to
that the Brethren need not regret, submit to the indignity of being sent
their choice. These mistakesin cere-  back, or of being reproved by any
mony and ritusl often compel the K Officer before or after announcement.
Brethren tp wish that our Lodges K Let them be prompt and attentive to
were conducted on the same principal | the Brethren during the hours of re-
as a stage, our altar serving as a box | freshment, particularly to visitors, to
for a prompter in case of émergency, | the end that the reputation of their
which emergency too often occurs. | Lodge may not suffer, nor Masonic
To the Deacons the same remarks , hospitality and courtesy be forgotien;
are applicable. When announcing, but let our time-honored custom of
let them be correct to & word, never X being kind, courteous, and hospitable
forgetting their duties in the most  one to another, with the offer of the
minute particu:ar, not having to be , right hand of fellowship to all Breth-
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ven, from whatever Zone they come, ! to pass to suggestions of equal, if not

be ever sustained. of more, importance. .
My next suggestion Yor success is

. The Secretaryis another important, | the “preservation of order. There
if not the most important, officer in ) ought to be perfect order while the
the Lodge, it being his duty to keep | work is being proceeded with, during
& correct record of all business intro- | debates, and while at refreshments.
duced, so that no motion ~f import- | When the Master and Wardens are
ance may be omitted, but that it conferring degrees there ought to be
may be clear and distinet when re- | no conversation. How often is a
ferred to. The Minute Book of a | young Master annoyed by older Mem-
Lodge ought to be its book of refer- | bers, and occasionally by Past Mas-
ence, the Lodge's commentary or ters in the East, conversing in whis-
toxt book. The Secretary is respon- | pers, handling papers, moving to
sible for the prompt summoning of | some other position, he being to timid
the Brethren, and for timely collec- | ic reprove, yet running the risk of
tion of all fees and dues; on him de- | losing his connection, and endanger-
pends in some measure the financial | ing the exact rendering of his work ?
position of his Lodge. Like a good | Let the Worshipful Master be firm
financier, he ought to make monthly | in ruling, let him be prompt, not
statements of all in arrears, urge pay- j harsh in reproof, let him preserve
ments by letter and in person, and | order at all hazards, particularly in
keep suck matters_continually before | debate. He ought to allow no inter-
$he Officers of the Liodge. He should j ruptions, nor should s Brother on
als> urge all accepted candidates to | any pretext be permitted to speak
present themselves for initiation, see | while sitting, and thus interrupt by
that affiliated Brethren are promptin | remarks, unless rising to a point of
payment of their fee, be ocareful of , order. For success let us cultivate
stemps and stationery, assist in keep- | cool, calm, impassioned and impar-
ing down expenses, make the best ar- | tial speech: the refinement and polish
rangement for the supply of private | of the modern school of oratory. I
and other materials, and let cconomy , know of no practice so annoying as
in Lodge matters be his general aim. ; that of sitting speakers, who are con-
tinually inflicting short remarks on
My next suggestion to insure suc- | the Brother who is addressing the
cess 18 acenraoy of working, Tt not ) Lodge. Tel, sirange to say, some
the Officers of a Lodge imagine that , members, and even some Past Mag.
because they are prepared to dis- | ters, are continually practising thig
charge the duties devolving upon annoying custom.
them exactly and correctly that they | For the successful maintenance of
are about to work theiz Lodge asgood order the Brethren must under-
never Lodge was worked before.  stand that in the chair there is one
There must alsc be exactness in minor | who knows how to maintain the dig-
details. Every item of Lodge furni- | nity of the position, one who will
ture should be in its proper place. | suffer no personalities, no abuse, no
No search should be necesssry when , unmasonic epithets to go unreproved.
they axa required, for aprons, work-, ILet the Brethren be, as is their
ing tools, ballot boxes, ballots, jewels, | duty and privilege to be, as well in-
By-ls?’:s, constitations, &o., &c. There , formed in this respect as their
ought to be no unseemly haste, thus K Officers. Let them also learn how to
.naking g farce rather than a solem- | conduct_ themselves at all times and
nity of the proceedings. As I have  under all circumstances; and above
roferred to the duties of each Officer | all to know how imperative it is that
in a previous suggestion, permit me , they should obey the sound of the
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Gavel, and bow to superior experi- ' in our participation of them. With all
ence and judgment. deference to the judgment and
One other suggestion ere I pass, opinion of others, I venture to answer
from this point. The suceessful pre- | in the affirmative.
servation of order at & refreshment [CONCLUSKON NEXT !\IONTH.}
table. It is the tendency during our
hours of relaxation and refreshment
for some Lodges to indulge too much | For the CANADIAN CRraFisnay,]
inboisterous and rather demonstrative ‘ Festival of St. John the Baptist.
conversation and action. For men | . . .
engaged in such ceremonies, and, The following germon was dehv:ared
teaching such admirable precepts, I, before Saugeen Lodge, No. 197, Walk-
think we ought mnot to descend to| erton, on Sundav. 24th June, by the
aught that would be unseemly. Let | Chaplain of the Lodge, Rev. Wm.
no Master, no Officer, no Brother en- | Shortt, and will well re-pay perusal:—
courage lewd conversation or remark , Jum ¥, 35—*He was a burping anda shining light.”
at a refreshment table in a Masonic| In Ireland and perhaps some other coun-
edifice. Let us ever remember we ' tries, on a certain evening, just as the dark.

inabitnd ness sets in, a great number of fires can be
are ];re:hr:hn of Mll lmStl.t‘“hon tha‘t | perceived in every direction. That night is
inculeates the moral elevation of man), | the 23rd June, the eve of the festival of St.

and the cultivation and refinement of ; John the Baptist, whose nativity the Church
its novitiates. ILet us bear in mind ; of Christ celebrates, and in whese honored

that a refreshment table ought to re- ' mﬁ:ﬁ: l?riaelgyn:;ge?ig?f.ew particulara of

semble & happy family repast, no un- pis birth, fe and martyrdorn, in order that
kindness, no rudeness, but the exer- ' we mey be lea to follow his doctrine and
ciso of the finer and higher qualities | holy life; that we may truly rcpent accord-
of mind and heart. Let the usages 8 to bis P’ea"h’”ﬁ“d after his example,

. . oy | constantly speak the truth; loudly rebuke
of polite and refined society prevail. | gice;and patiently suffer for the truth’s sake,

‘We are far from objecting to ** the | ,. We shall firat observe that in contradis-
feast of reason and the flow of Soul,” \ tinction to all the other festivals of theSaints

Hart : which are appointed to be held on the deye
%o the cheorfulness and hilarity which | %752 rw}ﬁl":ﬁve martyrdoms or deathe,

is allowable, but let temperance, | thoy of St. John the Baptist is to be celes
so”bnety. and decorum be kept in view; | brated on the day of his birth; and in this
let nothing he said or done to wound | matter he is brought into immediate conuec-
& Brother,—no recitations or vocal- tion with the Lord Jesus Christ, whoze fore-

. . ! ranner both revelation and history proved
isms but of a nuture to afford inno- | pin'to have been. But the wondeifgl sir-

cent and profitable amusement. The | cumstances of that birth are quite a sufficient.
observance of these things are neces- | reason why his birth rather than his death

; i ing. | should be brought so prominently before us,
sary tﬁ) theﬂ? igh tone anfd san dé‘?,g’ !'although to lpvg mind It’hara is ahgasonic tror
88 wel 85 [10 success oi & LoCge. | dition, to which I intend by and by toal-
How often have we been grieved at lude, which may have had some influence
certain occurrences at our refresh- | upoa its appointment.
ment table, which were of a nature , , St John was born of parenty who were

u : : '
not caleulated to advance the proceed- | ff:;":‘vgﬁg tﬁgg’fgl:'eadg?z?::{iyi}:lﬁe?f 3‘3’%‘;;

§Bg8 in the estimation of right think- | mother was hopelessly barren—so much so
ing Brethren. Brethren, for the suc- : indeed, that w?mn the Archangel Gabriel
ess of our Lodges, for the good of | aunounced to Zacharias, his father, that his

i, | wife Elizabeth shonld conceive and bear a
our great cause, let us be careful in, son. he was so obstinate in his anbeliéf thaut

this matter. 'The great question, 80d | hy was stricken dumb until the event should
one of vital importance is, would : be realized. Thus his birth, like that of
Magonic Lodges be better, Magonry | Christ, was miracalous.

s : RT3 PO Tho Baptist was aleo the subjeat of pro-
lugh'er and nobler lf self g ema.lda.qd ! pheoy. TIsaiah, 850 years before his edvent,
abstinence were strictly observed in i gjinded to him as “a voice crying in thewil-

our olass of refreshments, as well as ! derness, propare ye the way of the Lord.”
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I
The prophet Malachi also 400 years previ- | it may be asked what has this to do with
ously had spoken of bim as the “‘messenger , 8t. John, and what are onlled the St. Johu's
who would go before the face of Jehovah,” fires? e answer, much. The only two
and as “*Elias,” who would bring about a  nativities anciently observed by the Chris-
groat reformation in Israel. tian Church were otr Lord’s (Z5th Deo.) and
There is a legend in the church, that in | St. John the Baptist’s (24th June.) How
consequence. of these prophecies and the | and whore do we tind these dates? From
wonderful circumstances which happened at | tradition only. Tane New Testamext tells
his birth, the jealousy of Herod the cruel , us in the words of the angel to Mary at the
king of Judea was aroused, and his mother | time of her conception, *‘this is the sixth
'was obliged to flee with him to the desorts | month with her who was called barren.”
where he was brought up in striot seclusion, | There were, then, exactly six months be-
We know from St, Luke, 1st 80, that he was | tween them. Are there any important
in the deserts until the day of his showing , events in the solar year six months apart,
unto Israel; and as we are aware thab in  with which these significant dates in the
these deserts there was a sect or ordér of | Christian Church might be synchronized
ple called the Esgenes, who spent their { which would have the effect of inducing
ves in contemplativn, and were bound to- | those who were indulging in idolatrous prac-
gether hy mytic rites, it is concluded that  tices on these days to turn them into Chris-
St. John must have been brought into con- ! tian worship; and above all, winning that
tzot with them, joined their body and re- | secret society of coneervatives to cease their
ceived their mystic degrees. And as it is | opposition and perform their time-honored
claimed that these were ersentially the same , rites under a truer and holier dispensation?
as those of the ancient order which is now , There are.
styled Freemasonry, John was an honored The winter solstice, the day when the sun
member and patron of the craft, which all | enters the tropic of Capricorn and apparently
Free Masons shounld delight to follow. . | stands still for'a few days, is the 22a0d of
The Saviour styled him in the text ‘‘a | December, so near Christmas that the two
burning sod & shining light.” This refers, , periods might well coalesce; and the sum-
no doubt, to the work which his ministry | mer solstice is the 220d of June, 8o near St.
accomplished, for the Lord Jesus goes on to | John the Baptist’s day that the heathen
say to the Jews, *‘and ye were willing for a | and christian festivals might be celobrated
sesson to rejoice in his light.” Some sup- | togsther, under a christian name. -For the
pose that the fires to which I allnded at the , same reason, likely, Cataedrals and Round
commencement of this discourse are kindled , Towers are alwaysfonnd inIrelandinconnex-
ag commemorative of this remarkable ex !ion. And a curions mystical idex was early
gression of his worth and inflnence; and 1 | suggested by thetimesat whichtbetwo birth-
ave not the alightest doubt that many of | days werekeptinallusion tothe Baptist's own
those who kindle them are actuated by the , words,(Jobn 3, 30) “He must increase bat 1
furest sentiments of Chr.stian devotion, but | must decrease,” so that from our Lord’s na-
also know that thousands are induced to | tivity the days begin to lengthen and from
buildand light them withno other motivethan 1 St. John's to shorten.
ablind adherence to anancient custom—that ;| It may be pecessary to say a few words
cugtom originating in the worship of the sun, , here to guard from the misconception to
the oldest perhaps of all religions from the : which prejudice 13 alwaysliable. Some per-
fell of man, It was the religion of the | sons are so anxious to fight the battle be-
Pheeniciane, from whom it is more than pro- | tween christiznity and paganism over again,
bable the Celtic race are descendued; the re- ; that they would like to bamish all festivals
ligion which built the Ruuad Towers and es- | and rites which seem to have the shightest
gablishe 1 many other superstitious rites and , appearance of a heathen origin. Bubt why?
practices. ‘I'here i3 no error 1 religion but is founded
It is well known that christianity when it | on some trath implanted in  human nature
firat came intogontact with paganism fiercoly | but greatly perverted. If days and seasons
opposed such rites, but conld not eatirely | and rites Lave beon found by all experience
suppress them, owing to some deeply seated | to be nseful or necezzary to the preservation
antagonism, whether inherent in the race, ; of a system; wh' not make use of them in
or what is more likely, fostered by a secret | teaching and establishing that system which
conolave or fraternity similar to, if not the | we believe to be the true one. 1t 18 suppos-
very same as Freemasonry, which is claim- | ed that many christian observances and or-
7d to havo existed before the time of the pn- | naments have been borrowed from paganism,
triarchs Abraham and Job, and consequent- | and it is, no donbt, true that zome early
1y long anterior to the writinga of Moses. | heashen observances were taught mankind
Afier centuries of conflict theze usages be- | by God’s implzoting His immatable law in
gan to be tolerated, and finally became in-  their hearts, suck as worship, oblation, sac-
corprated and identified with the ohristian | rifico, the times of new .noons, ete. Aad if
zeligion itzelf, nnder new nnmes and with , Free Masons are the snccestora of thuse go-
more blezsed and truthful associations. But , cieties who were banded together for tha.
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sustentation of what they thought the | the belief or system of religious opinions of
right and the true, even thougl it were op- | those who acknowledge the existence of one
osed to our holy religion, yet since the | God, but deny revelation; or Deism is the
right shining light has illamined their | belief in natural religion only, or those
minds and kindled their hearts, and enabled , traths in doctrine and practice which man
them to bow themselvesin humble adoration | is to discover by the light of reason indepen-
to the great and glorious Architect of the ; dent and exclusive of any revelation from
Universo rather than to the universe itself, , God.  Hence Deism implies infidelity or a
then let prejudice give place to justice, and | disbelief of the Divine origin of the 8. rip-
respeot those who ¢‘love the Brotherhood, | tures.” Then I may surely toll that christian
fear God and honor the King,"” brother he was never more mistaken, All
We pass aow from the birth and early life ; our Lodges, not one of which can be furnish-
of the Baptist to his public ministry. This | 3d without the Bible and its pedeatal, not
commenced at the 30th year of his age, the ; one of which can be declared open unless the
period established by God for the entrance , Bible is opened at its appropriate place—all
of a priest on his service in the taberanacle. | hurl back the slander, and pity the bigotry
The New Testament narratives of St. John ‘ that can malign what it koows nothing
are very meagre. ‘‘In those days came ! about, simply because it chooses to be igno-
John the Baptist, praaching in the wilder- | raut.
ness of Judea and saying ‘Repent ye for the | In reference to this charge, I quote from
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” “The | a sermon delivered many yeats ago by arev.
word of the Lord came to John the eon of | brother, long since gone to his rest—*‘How
Zacharias in tho wilderness, and he came in- | the charge bronght against our Order of be-
to all the country about Jordan, preaching | ing an encourager of infidelity can be sus-
the boptism of repentance for the remissio | tained is to me Inexplicable; or how any of
of sine.” His supernatural birth, his hard | the initiated can hold views subversive of
ascetic life, his ccputation foe extraordinary | revelation, or practice vices-destiuct ve of
sanctity and the prevailing expectation that ' of peace aud happiness, both social and civil,
some great one was about to appear—these | is bayond my comprehension. For at every
causes without tho aid of miraculous power, | step we take we are reminded of our duty to
for John did no miracles, (Jobn X, 41) were | Ged, and of the efficacious intercession of
sufficient to attract to him a great multi- | our adorable Redeemer; we are taught the
tude from every quarter. There is very lit- | necessity of the pure heart as the work of
tle said about his preaching, but the sum of | the renewing spirit, and as the condition on
it all is repentance, a change of heart and | which alone eternal life can be secured;
life. He used Baptism merely as a sign or | wherever wo turn our eyes we behold the
symbol of his dootrine, just as the Jews had | fundamental truths of the gospel strikingly
been in the habit of using it upon the pro. | represented by various significant emblems;
selytes they had won from the heathonism | we are directed to the star which led the
around them. The prophet Ieaish had call- | wise men to B:thlehem, proclaiming to man.
ed him 3 ‘“voice,” but he was much more | kind the nativity of the Son of God, and
than a “voice,” for jesus pronounced him a ' here conducting our spiritual progress to the
‘‘burning and & shining light.” There was | offer of redemptior; the uncertainty of life,
light and heat in his ministry, Utrging re- | with its chequered scenes is ever before ua;
formation of life, & renewal of the heart, a ' we are reminded there is no escape from the
fervent charity,a scrupulous honesty, a: im- , piercing arrowe of death; to-day, the sun of
posing of self-restraint, and an all-pervad.ng , prosperity anad joy may shine upon our per-
sense of justice his doctrine iz one which it . sons and families, health and strength may
is good to learn, to practiceand to inculcate. | invigorate our frame, and we only feel the
Surely if such is the character and doctrine , sorrow of another’s woe; but to-morrow, per-
which the Masonic brotherhood delights to . haps this day closes its Jight some friendly
place in one of the prominent niches of its ' heart may sigh over our breathleas corpse—
temple, to blazon forth to the uninitiated K ‘Alas, my brother!" The cofin lies before
world its faith, its love acd its object, it is , us, the skull and bones are presented to0 our
very unreasonable and unjust that our be- [ view, and though the solemn thought of
loved order should be stigmatized (as it of- death without revelation is dark and gloomy
ten unfortunately is) as irreligious, infidel, | yet the christian is suddenly revived by
and atheistic. | the evergreen and ever living sprig of faith
It is not a great while ago, since J myself | in the merits of the Lion of the tribe of
heard a olergyman assert—surely through , Judah which strengithens him with confi-
ignorance, for be could not haveknown any- | dence to a blessed immortality. The pre-
thing certainly about the Order,its secrets,its | cepts of industry and fidelity to God and
signs,its aims,as he had never been initiated | man, the virtues of fortitude, temperansce,
intoits mysteries~that Freemasonry was no- , justice and prudence are constantly incul-
thing but a prere Deism,and thereforca Chris- | cated. Now what is there in all this, in the
tian ought not to join it or belong to it. ' remotest degree to enconrago infidel opin-
Now *“Deism,” according to Webster, *‘is , ions, or propagate immorality?” Rather is
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there not everything calcnlated to recom.
mend it to christian notice? Masonry has
well been described as the handmaid of the
gospel. In espousing it thera is of necessity
no compromise of prinoige, no temptation to
negleot christian duty. Her motto 18 “Glory
1o God in the highest, on earth peace, good
will to men,” Her distingnishing doctrines
are faith in God, hope in immortality and
charity to all mankind.

But not alone did the Baptist's tecching |
respest the ends and aims of a pure heart and
life, he pointed out to his disciples ¢‘the |
Lamb of Gddwhich taketh away the sins '
-of the world.,” Again he sent them
from the dungeon in which he was confined
to Jesus with the question ‘*Art thou he
thas should come, or do we look for an-.
other?” Not that he had a doubt, butin or
-der to bring Christ to their notice, and them
under Christ’s inflaence, It was on this lat.
ter occasion that Jesus proclaimed to the
multitude “Verily I say unto you, among |
them that are born of woman there hath !
w10t arigon a greater than John the Baptist.”
What a glorous testimony! A man raised !
up for a preuliar work, and faithful to that
work, faithful to its completion. A wise,
4 good, a true Master Mason, a Master who !
1aid deep and wide foundations, chose the !
chief and precious corner-stone, and then |
because the work was plumb, level and
square, the Master Sublime _called his ser- |
wvant and he gave up his spirit to him that
gave it.

There is one thought, my brethren, which f
as g christian minister, speaking to chrishan
men, I would like here to present to your
notice. Wo have, each of us, been raised
ap for a specific work, each according to his
ability, station, locality, family, time,
means, influence. John the Baptist was a
gifted man; but he had nothing of this'
world, and he required nothing, ‘“he came
neither eating nor drinking,” the coarsest,
the,commonest and the least of food; no
wine or strong drink, nothing of self, no
wife or home or self indulgence; bisclothing i
fit only for the desert, he was no guest for
the palace, yet the honesty, the zeal, the !

wer of the man led him to stand in tho |

ing's court,—Herod heard him gladly and !
often followed his advice. It was in this'
manuer he met his death: Herod was on a
visit to his brother Philip and became en-
amored of his wife, & besutiful but wicked !
woman. Without regard for his brother, or !
the law of God, he ran off with and married ,
his paramour. John nobly rebuked them !
sboth with such honest indignation that he '
drew upon himself their vengeance, and he f
was imprisoned and shortly afterwards be-
headed. The story has been just related in '
the second leeson for this evening’s ser-ice, |
Thus he was faithful unto death; and we .
may believe is now in the enjoyment of the
crown of life, .

Can not wo, my brethren, follow his oxample? It
i3 o high and noble one.  AMohammedans, nc loss
than Chrlstions, Knighto Hospitallors Enizhts Tem-

lars, all look upon him as & model o} faith and hfe,
et what had he that wo have not? Listen again to
Him who spake as novpr man spoke—*‘Verily I say
unto you, he that is lekst i the Kingdom of Heaven
i8 greatdr than ho,” Yes, greaterin privilege, great-
er in knowledge, grea or in motive, greater in view
of thereward, Sohn stood In thedlin twilight, ho was
one of those righteous men who desired to see those
things which we see, and to hear those things which
we irear, and neither saw nor heard them. Waostand
in the noon-day light; upon us the Sun of Righteous-
ness hath arisen with heallng in his wings and it ia in
the power of each and all of us to make ..us lives sub-
lime by setting before us tho prize which Christ hag
i)t!ercd, and aiming truly and workic , steadily to gain
(3

Last Tuesday evening, in the city of London, I lg-
tened to & true servant of the cross relating the sim-
plo story of the wonderful rmtestant work golugon in
Mexico, & country £o waally in the power of the Ro-
man Cat'.0 ic Church, and under the mnfiuence o the
Jesuits, not more than fifty years ago, that they
laughed at the prospect of a protestant iden ever en-
tering it, I wasglad to hear Dr. Reilly, who isat
the head of tho gr at w.rk of treedom now being en-
acted there, crnfoss that 1t was inan esp cial man-
ner owiug to the action of the Order of Free l1asons
that the Romish despotism was overthrown, and the
Gospel admitted. I felt & glow of satisfaction at thig
recital somewhadt like that of the young painter of
Padus, who enthusiastically exclaimed upon seeing
an admirable picture, “Thank God, I too am a pain-
ter,” 80 £ could say tuank God, 1teo am a Mason.

Brethren, our Masonic Oxder, our iules, our rit
cur faith and vows callus to the practico of those
virtues which dignify and elovate human character.
Let us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ practice
them with all our heart. Itisa well known fact of
history that in the se onth and eighth centurles of
the present era & fraternity of learned artists, archi-
tects, masons and mechanies fravelled over Europe,
patronized by the Popes and employed by Kings,
noblemen and wealthy burgesses. They were L .und
t gether by wystic rites which they guarded with the
utmo-t secrecy and revereuce, but othorwise tliey
were free in body and mind. Theso were the Frae
Masons of those duys, and so honorable werc their
conduct and dealings, that they won tho respect of
all, and were not on!v entrusted with largest and
most beautiful buildinygs, palaces aud cathedrals, but
adm ssion into their Order was sought by the most
puissant nobles and the mightiest monarchs. Their
work wus their certificate, a certificate so excellent
and enduring that it can still be read, and onty the
ruins and remnants of these buildings can inform
us of their faithfulness. Tuako anv ore of these edi-
fices, some of which stand to day monuments of theixr
skill. Mount that scaffolding which has lately been
erected to repair the roof, or upper gioined arches.
Lo k now on thi: ornumental cornica hidden away
from mortal vision for perhaps o thousand years, and
what strikes you with amazement? Why this beauti-
ful work of art up here, where it cannot be seen, yet
80 perlect that it it wers placed upon the altar iteelt
it would draw the admuration of all who gazs. The
man who executed the work never expected it would
be criticised, he never thought mortal would see it,
though perfect. It wasdone with the feeling “God
sees it.” His, the all-sceinj;s eye applauds, and for
Him I work, whose praise i3 worth raors to me than
that of the who'e innumerable hosts of angels and of
men. For counsclence, for art, for the brotherhood,
for the order, X ac ay best, and f my cfforts are
menitorious all glory, all gfory, al glory be t, the
Moot High.

Aud my brother AMasons, Apprentices, sorvants of
God let mo on thisday, the anniversary of a hizh
and mighty spirituel workman, countel you todo
your work upon . arth, not as eye servants and men
pleasers, but a3 the eorvanta of Christ, doing the will
of God from the heart, that you may apgrove your-
selves to Him who seoth not a3 man seoth, but looks
into the heart. Labor not for the meat which perish-

.
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«cth, but for that meat which endureth unto cverlast-
ing lifo. Build for character and ths Order’ssake. A
mechauic who neglects his work and takes his payds
o dish.nest man.  And a Fiee Magon who ie dishon-

ect, ox untruthful, intemperato, selfish or rude, i8 & |

disgrace to his name, his profession, his religion and
hisdegree. ) '

3fay we, vhon, follow in the footstsps of our great
and worthy brothers, celebrated in Holy Writ, in the
archives of history, in poctry and s mg, until at last
we como t) that eternal temple in the Heavens, after
wrhich 21! that art can beautify and morulity adorn
aro but pattern- sketched by tho Graud Geometrician
and Supreme Axchitect of the Universe, and as it is
recorded of our Lodze meetings throuzhout the
whole world, *‘all distinzitons of rank are laid aside,
all differences in religious and political matters { z-
gotten, and peace axd harmony prevail. Every one
strives to give happiness to kis brother aud men scem
to recollect for once that they are sprung from one
common Origin a:d are possessed of the same naturs,”

80 may love and truth and honor follow in the wake ;

of every man who hn« cast in hislot w.th us. Alay
the world be benefitted; and our nsibflity bs
fully met, so shall we be advanced to that highest of
a1l dezrees to sit in the ‘“Temple not mzde with haads
eternal in the Heavens.”

Exzcursion from Belleville to Stirling,

The oceasion was a festival given
by the Masons of Stirlingiuaid of the
fonds of the Church of England in
that place. The time was St. Johr's
Day, and the means of getting ‘here
from Belleville was by the Grand
Janction Railway. The novelty of a
zide on this road, in the prosperity of
which the people of Delleville have
& deep interest, was sufficient to at-
tract a larze crowd. Af half past
fen the train, consisting of a lecome-
Hive, three excursion cars and a van,
started from the stafion amidst the
cheers of the spectators. The cars
were uncomfortably filled, and many
were left behind for want of room. It
vwas a gay and happy crowd—men,
women and children, numbering pro-
bably three hundred souls. Being
the firet passenger frain over the
Grand Junction, it attracted consider-
able attention all along the road.
Nothing of special interest took place
during the journey. The train was
in charge of a careful driver and con-
duotor, and had .the =advantsuge of
having on the locomotive Mr. Alex.
Brown, the contractor, who has been
engaged for some time past in ballast-
ing the line. And although the en-
gine thundered clong the line some-

times 2f the rate of 20 miles an hour, .

there was no apprehension of dunger,

 for every one felt that the right man
i was at the helm.
I After leaving Hayden's Corners the
| road runs through a fine seotion of
i the country. On either side for some
- distance lie well cultivated farms, the
, comfortable dwellings, and commodi-
1 ous'barnsand out buildingsgiving evid-
i ence of thrift and prosperity. Cross-
ing the Moira near Reed's mill over
| & substantial truss bridgey the train
. plunges into thick woods, from which
it shortly emerges, crossing the line
between Thurlow and Sidusy, then
| presenting a magnificent view of the
+ Oak Hills, the rich settlement lying
! at their feet and skirting their sides,
| and of the fine scenery around Wall-
~bridge's mills. About two miles from
Luke's we come to the point where
, the North Hastings Railway forms a
. junction with the Grand Junction
: Railway, then keeping more to the-
; west we sldrt along the north side of”
. vhe Oak Hills, pass by well-tilled
| fields, whose Juxuriant growth gives
. promise of well-filled granaries and
) crowded barns, thunder over subsian-
. tial culverts and bridges, and after an.
; hour and forty minutes’ ride we reach.
. Stirling, where from the appearance
. of the crowd that lined the sides of
,the road, and that gathered at the
| stopping point, it would seem as if all
. Rawdon had turned out to grest the
-arrival of the first locomotive. As
the train came up it was the signal
 for a general cheer from the people,
. many of whom we were told had then
. seen for the first time a locomotive.
- The work of disembarkation was but
s moment, and the crowd wended
; their way wherever fancy led them—
i some fo hotels, others to the Masonic
Hell, and the great mass to the grove
 at the west eud of the village, where
. & sumptoous dinper had been pro-
; vided. .
. The assemblaege at Stirling wes
probebly the lorgest ever seen in that
village. From all parts of Rawdon,
. Madoe, Huntingdon, Marmora, Bells-
ville, Campbelliord anud Hungerford,
Masons and others had come to do
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honor to St. John's day, and to con- ! massive silver teaseb. The presenta-
tribute their quota in aid of the funds , tion was made by Brother Fred. }Mas-
of the church. The brethren formed ' say, 8.W., and was accompaniad by
at the hall about 2 o'clock and | the following address:—
marched in procession to the grove, I «Very WorsareroL Sir,~The recent
headed by the Belleville Brass Band. | interesting event, in which you have
The turnout was very large, number- | taken so prominent a part, affords us
ing not less than two hundred XMa- ! an opportunity, which cannot be al-
sons. After arriving at the grove, | lowed to pass, of manifesting our sin-
dinner was served up, and a most | cers respect for you, ss Master of
gumptuous repast it was. Plates ' Mount Royal Liodge, car warm re.
were laid for four hundred persens, ! gard and esteem for you as a friend
and when these had finished their and brother, and our eernest wishes
places were filled again, and it was | for your future happiness.
feared by some of the ladies that the: “Looking back to the time when
supplies would run ont. But fortun- | you first assumed the responmsible.
ately the generosiby of those who had | duties of Master of this Lodge, we
provided the dinner knew no bounds, | can only mark with feelings of great-
and there was food emough 2nd to l' est pleasure, the success which has -
spare. It may be mentioned here, ' attended your constant endeavors for
parenthetically, that the dinner was | its welfare, and to these efforts Wor..
furnished gratuitiously by twenty-one ' Sir, largely, if not entirely. we owe
families, the mejority of whom were ' the exiremely satisfactory position
connected with the congregation. I we occupy to-day, one of, perhaps,
Every possible attention was paid to ' hitherto unknown prosperity, o steadi-
the visitors by these in attendance, 'ly increasing membership, an interest
snd no one went awey dissatisfied. iz our work which bids fair to placa’
After dinner, brief speeches were de- us, if it has nof already done so, fore~
Livered by R. W. Bros. S. 8. Lezier, | most in the ranks of Masonry in this
E. B. Fraleck, A. Robertson, Dr. I city, and we dounbt net, Wor. Si»,
Boulter, M.P.P., M. Bowell, M.P., 'under your coniinued care ond guid-
Rov. Mr. Stephenson, and others. | ance that we shall still go on and
W did not learn the exact .amounnt | prosper.
rezlized from the festival, but probab- :  *“We extend yoa,Wor, Sir,and your
Iy the net proceeds will reach $400.' good lady, our hearty congratulations,
At & quarter past five o'clock the | wishing yon evbry prosperity and
Bellevillo party left Stirling, amidst ' happiness, with the fervent hope that
the cheers of a large nnmber of the 'the Great Architect of the Universs
villogers, arriving home in good sea- | may ever bless and guide you through-
son, all well pleased with the day’s ' out sll your undertakings.
proceedings. ! «7I have now much plezsuro, on ba-
i half of the members of your Liodge,
‘in requesting your acceptznce of
Frezentotion. | thess, which to us seem but skight
| tokens of our wishes on the heppy
On Tuesdsy evening, July 24th, loccasion of your merriege, end in
the officers and members of Mount ; doing €0 my only regret is that the
Royal Lodge, No. 82, P. Q., A. F. & 'absence from town of many of our
A. H., at St. John's Hall, St. Cath- ' prominent msmbers has prevented us
erine Street, Montreal, availed them- | from making our testimoenial as sub-.
selves of the ocension of his marriage | stential a3 we could wish.
to present their Master, Very Wor- ' “It may be gratifying to you fo-
gipfal Brotker W. Simpson Walker, * know, deer sir, that the Committes
B.C.L., with o very handsome and ' entrusted with the canrying out of




44

THE CANADIAN CRAFTSMAN.

the members’ wishes in this matter,
have met with the entire approval of
all; the utmost cordiality and unan-
imity has existed throughout.”

Very Worshipful Brother Walker
replied in very appropriate terms,
thanking the Brethren for this token
of theirregard, upon which b2 should
ever look with feelings of the deepest
satisfaction and appreciation.

After the presentation the mem-
bers and visiting brethren sat down
to & bountiful repast, at which were
present a large number of leading
Masons. Addresses appropriate to
the interesting occasion were deliver-
ed by R. W. Bros. MeMinn, D.D.G.
M., John Urquhart, P.D.D.G.M., W.
Bros. Mackie, Boswell, Jacques, Me-
Gregor, Ion, Ferguson, McCanliffe,
MecTavisk, Adams, &e., &e.

The proceedings were concluded by
the singing of **God Save the Queen,”
and * Auld Lang Syne.”

We congratulate V.. Bro. Walker
upon his elevation to the ranks of the
Benedicts, a3 also upon the tokens
which he has received of the satisfac-

tion experienced by hisfriends on the |

guspicious occasion, and in common
with them, we wish him and bhis
bride all possible happiness and pros-

perity.

Aemorial—Bro. Thomas Hastings.

To the Editor of THE CrAFTs:AN.
Dear S axp Bro.,—The within
«Memorial ” was forwarded, with a
very kind letter, by Bro. Sterling,
the Secretary of Argyle Liodge, No.
298, Arkansas, U.S.A., to Mr. James
Hastings, of Lemonrville in the Coun-
ty of York, Ontario, whose son—the
Brother nomed in the memorial—
wes resident for some time 2t Mouth

St. Francis, and who, without warn- |

ing to his friends, died there. Tha
sctions of our American brethren
epeck for themselves, and show that
Masonry is practiced by them in
deeds as wcll as in words, Will you
Xindly give aspace in your valuable

journal for the document. I am,
dear sir and brother,
Yours fraternally,
ROBT. ALGER.
Brodford, Ont., 80th May, 1877.

To the Wardens and Brothers of Argyls
Lodge, No. 228, 4. F. & 4. M.

I Your Committee appointed to draft
‘ resolutions of memorizal on the death
| of Bro. Thomas Hastings, who depart-
| ed this life on the 28th of Jaruery,
1 18717, at the mouth of St. Francis
| River, in Phillips County, Arkansas,
' and who was born in Canada West,
lon the 22nd day of August, 1847,
! beg leave to report:—
" That whereas our beloved Bro.
' Thomas Hastings has been called from
‘ labor on earth to refreshment on high,
where all good Masons hope finally to
be admitted. Be it resalved,—
! 1st. That in the death of Bro.
! Thomas Hastings our Liodge has lost
| & worthy member, the Fraternity a
i devoted Brother, and the community
an upright and worthy citizen.
2nd. That we sympathize with his
family, and tender them our heartfelt
condolence in their irreparable be-
lreavemenb.
| 8rd. That in token of our high re-
| gard for Bro. Thomas Hastings we
| wear the msualbadge of mourning for
: 30 days, and that the Secretaryfurnich
Y the family of our deceased Brother
<ith a copy of these resolutions, also
s, copy for the Masonic Jeuel, for pub-
lication, and that he also be request-
ed to enter them on the minutes of
I the Lodge. :
S. K. DAVIS,
S. S. DAWSON,}Committee.
W. G. SMILEY,
JOHN STIRLING,
Secretary.

Christianity means to the merchand
! that he shruld be honest; to the judga
it means that he ehould be just; to the
gervant, that he sheuld be foithful; to
the sireet sweeper, that he shounld swecp
, clean; to the school-buy, that he should
i be diligent, to every worker that his
~ work ghall ba well done.
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The Goodly Heritage.

BY FRO. ROB, MORRIS.

Oh, what a goodly heritage
THE LorD to us has given!

How blest the Brotherhoed that pledge
Their Mason vowa to Heaven!

We sing the myetic-chain that binds
‘These western realms in one:

Such loving hearts, such liberal minds,
No other 1and has known.

Ten thousand lights in Mason-halls
Are gleaming on our eyes;
Ton thousand emblems on the Walls
Tell whenco She gleaming is:
And when the portals ops, to pass
The humble srecker in,
Tre Voxce oF PRAYER prevades the place,
And proves the light DIviNe!

Or every hill our brothers lie,
And green sprigs deck the knoll;

Their fall brought sorrow to the eye,
Bat triumph to the soui:

Our orphans sing in many a home,
Qur widows’ hearts are glad,

And Mason-light dispels the gloom
And comfort finds the sad.

Thus link in link, from shore to shore,
The mystic ckain is wound;

OB, blended thus forever mora,
Be Mason-spirit found !

And while the heavens, on pillars sure
Of STRENGTH and WWispox1 stand,

AMay brotherhood like ours endure,
TWhere Strength and YWisdom blend!

Kmesrox.—On Monday, 25th June, ;
Minden Lodge, No. 253, Kingston, .
gave an excarsion on the steamer
AMaud down the river, which proved '
a very pleasant and ecjoyable trip.
The steamer was as well filled as a !
paxty in pursuit of pleasure could de- '
gire. Theroute down the river was '
chosen, and Clayton +was reached,
near the shore of Wolfe Island. No
stoppage was made, but the steamer |
passed closely by the wharves, the |
band playing “ Yankee Doodle” and
other complimentaryairs. The Ameri-
can channel was followed #ill the
Thousand Island Park and Alesan- |
Cria Boy were passed in the same |
vay, and there the Jaud turned her |
bow to the Canadian side, and passed
ap tho north chennel. There were
seen few of the usnal signs of busy
summer life;

fry to perceive the lessom.—Grand
the comp ground was| Blunt, of North Caroling.

inhabited by but a few workmen, who
are putting up several fine new sum-
mer houses; the scattered Island cot-
tages have but here and thereatenans,
and the Thousand Island House and
Crossman's were apparently boarder-
less, but bright in new paint and gen-
eral freshness, in anticipation of the
summer rush, already long delaged
by the coolness of the weather. But
Camp Headlam was occupied and
made its salute; the steamer Kelly
was met with s large excursion party
under its faithful charge, and nota
few handkerchiefs were waved from
shedy nooks in the shady groves. At
5 o'clock the wind fell 2nd removed
the last drawback to the most com-
plete enjoyment, and two hours of
delightful sailing undar the brightest
of sinking suns brought the. excur-
sionists to Gananoque, where an
hour was spent pleasantly in promen-
ading. The last stretch homewaxd
was made under the pleasantest
auspices of sky and weather, the moon
being at its full and a warm air mak-
ing the forward deck the general place
of resort. The bard of Battery “A.,”
which played at intervals throughout
the day, furnished music also for
dancing, which was® moderately in-
dulged in. A more satisfied crowd
than that which landed at the pro-
mised hour of ten on the ferry wharf
hsds not been seen in or out of Kings-
ton iz the excursion line.

The forms, ceremonies, aigns and symbols
are the vehicles for the implantation and
impression thereof apon its votsriey, and he
who passes through the cer:monies and dis-
covers nothing bat form, an1 perceives no$
the underlying truth and romprehends not
the grand principle illustrated, haos given
his streagth for nanght, and his substance
for that whick-perisheth. So many arein
that category that many Lodges are £o only
in name, many Masons mere stumbling
blocks, the works of benevolenco and char-
ity, of love to all the Fraternity, are to
them heavy taxes and & drag. Brethren,
these things ought noi to be. Let us bestir
oursclves and wvake uap to onr daties and
learn snew tho ceremonies of the Lodge ard
aster
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votee who maintaing that Masonry is
the ¢ all in all” of human excellence,
In arecent conversation with an | and that its ministries alone furnish &
intelligent woman the subject of Ma- | complete satisfaction to thehigher life.
soury was introduced. Our friend, The next point made by our friend-
stated that-several members of her Iy critic was to the effect that the
family belonged to the fraternity, to- . Lodge takes too much the character
wards which she expressed her feel- | of a club—that it invites men too
ings of warm approval. Her words  much from their homes, leads to the
of commendation were qualified, how- | keeping of late hours and too much
ever, by certain criticisms which may | conviviality. These allegations are
ansgwer as texts for a preachment of | frequently made and so far as the
our own. ! practice in any locality or by any
This friendly eritic began by re- . Lodge tends to such results itis tobe
marking that Masons are apt to show | reprobated. No man should neglect.
undue attachment to their Institution. his family for his Lodge. The ties of
Thaey place it upon too lofty a pedes- | domesticity ought to be strong enough
tal; they ascribe to it more gracesito bind every Brother to his own
and escellencies than can possibly . home us the brightest, dearest spot
atfach to any human organization; K on all the earth. The principles of

A Woman's Criticism.

They put their Lodge before the
church and make it an idol of their
affections. Our friend continued this
line of eriticism at considerable length;
but we haye followed it far enough
for the purposes of the present article.

It is evident that the speaker had

encountered certain over-zealous
Brethren who believe in magnifying
the glory of Masonry, and maintain-
ing its supreme rank and importance.

Occasionally wethave met specimens |

of this class,—men who are en-

thusiasts if not bigots respecting '

Masonry. It is the Brother of this
stamp who will be likely to say,
« Masonry is all the religion I want,”
and who will be foolishly atttempting,
perhaps, to give the Masonic institu-
tion a character that does mnot pro-
perly belong to it. Nothing is more
clear to the well-informed Craftsman,

than that Masonry is not intended to .

supplant the church or be put in the
place of religion.
the purest morality and points in
many most suggestive ways to God
and His law, nevertheless it does not
take equal rank with Christianity,
and it 15 a mistake to urge its claims

in this direction. As a rule the,

Brotherkood is not troubled with a
oo ardent discipleship, but occasion-
ally may be found an infatuated de-

Masonry teaches .

Masonry deman 1thatitsfollowerssha'l
begood citizens,parerts,sons,brothers,
_and friends. The Lodge managed in
accordance with these principles need
claim only & small portion of a
Brother’s time, and will in no wise
conflict with the love and loyalty
~ which bind every true man to his
home. Masonry is quite unlike some
other societies which provide for fre-
. quent meetings and make it almost
, obligatory upon members to attend.
i Most of the Lodges in this vicinity
meet but onct a month, and late
" hours are the exception not the rule.
: Nor is there any undue manifesta-
, tion of the convivial element in Ma-
..sonic assemblies. OQur friend seemed
. excellently well informed asto the
Masonic procedure in many respeects,
. but we fancied she was slightly as-
, tonished when we told her that
Masons at the Lodge meetings be-
. bave with very much the same de-
. corum which characterizes 2 social or
. religious gathering, and often separ-
ate after the work or business of the
. evening, in much the same sobsr, yat
companionable way, practiccd by the
. Quakers, who after oue of their com-
. munions take each other by the hand
, and then quiety depart for their re-
. spective homes.
The third point of eritical sugges-
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tion was, that Masons are too much |
disposed to extravagance and display.
The institution costs 00 much, said !
our friend. Masons put out too |
much money in halls, equipments, re-
galia, and the various adjuncts which
are required to make a fine display. '
They are too lavish in their expendi- |

is & class to whom the eriticism just-
iy applies. These are the Brethren
who are always on hand on special
and great occasions when there is &
chance to draw the sword or flaunt
the glistening jewel Lefore the public
eye. They enjoy processions and
pilgrimagzes which make opportum-

ities for much display and rick ban-
quets. Good-hearted Brethren they
are—a littla vain perhaps—but they
by no means constitute the greab
allegation. There is o tendency (ep- : majority of the I'raternity who prize
tirely foreign to the genius of Masonry) ‘ Masonry for something higher and
in this direction which should at' better than the opportunities which
once be checked by sensible Brethren. ! it furnishes for parades aad celebra-
But while we say this, believing that | tions.—Freemason’s Reposit.ry.
no foolish, wasteful prodigality of | * =
means shonld be countenanced by
any branch of the Masonic organiza- |
tion, we yet do not hesitate to avow ! Masonry is the most ancient, and,
ouropinion thatcomfortable surround- ' so far, has been the most enduring of-
ings, appropriate paraphanalia, with i all human institutions. From the
appomtments that shall suggest both | earliest times of the world's history
beauty and elegance, may properly be ' until now, associations and orders
indulged in where the needful ability have rxisted among men; some have
exists on the part of a Lodge or in- | left their footprints on the sands of
dividual members. Masonry recog- ' time, but most have perished, with-
nizes man's esthetic nature, and gives | out the shadow of a name, or one
high rank to the element of beauty, ' gilded cloud to mark the glory of their
noless than to the element of strength, i setting suns. Nations as well as in-
which enter into the structure that it | stitutions have arisen and been swept
builds. Our institution does not | away; dynasties have sprung up and
exist for money-getting and money- | perished; the genius of revolution,
saving; and while its financial "man- | with her ever-revolving kaleidoscope,
agement should slways be prudent, ! has ceaselessly workea in the trans-
it may yet provide for itself liberally ' formation of governments—convert-
in the things that belong to a grace- ' ing, now kingdoms into republies;
ful and pleasant establishment. i and now republics into empires. The
Our friendly critic was also in- | old nations of the East have passed
clined to nrge that Masonry ministers | with the gorgeous civilization of semi-
unduly to human vanity, — that | barbaric opulence and power, down fo
Brethren are too fond of showing ! the Plutonian shore, and have bathed
the jewels and badges of the Oxrder on ! in its Lethean waters. Iair and
occasions of parade and public cele- ' classic Greece and Rome, eternal and
bration. We do not think this ' imperial, purpling her seven hills with
charge holids good. Take them as a | countless triumphs, have sunk into
Body, and Masons do not seek the ! the decrepitnde of age; the new and
nctice of the world; they sppear in | unknown Muscévite has sprung up
public but seldome, rarely indeed, ex- | like & giant and stretched his long
cept upon some occasion of com- ! armsand huge proportions over hal€
memoration or service which has to | Europe. The great Christian city of
them a peculiar significance. Con- ' the East, the rival of unrivalled Rome
nected with our Fraternity, however, ' —-the city of the Golden Horn and

tures, and sometimes to the neglect
of claims in other directions of the
most sacred character.

‘We could not altogether deny the

Freemasonry, Past and Present.
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of the Christian Conetantine—has
sunk into the arms of the victorious
Turk, and become the sacred city and
metropolis of Ismail. The Moorish
crescent has pushed back the Chris-
tian cross from the Mediterranean to
the Pyrenees, and in turn the con-
quering cross has driven the crescent
to the sea, and been planted by the
Christian Knights of Masonry upon
the sacred walls of Jerusalem. New
worlds have been discovered and
opened to the admiring gaze of men,
and our own continent, from a track-
less wilderness, has risen by the
magic of events to a power and popu-
lation that transcends belief.

Throughout most of this wreck and
reconstruction of the past; throughoyt
most of thisalternate chaos and order;
throughout most of these mutations
and revolutions, which history, in her
great moving panorama, has present-
ed to our sight; throughout most of
these dissolving views, appearing, dis-
appearing, and re:appearing on the
tablets of tirae, like the tracings of
phosphorus on & whitened wall; be-
fore many of the ancient dynasties
bad perished; before most of the na-
tions and governments of the modern
world had had their birth, Free-
mesonry existed and has flourished,
and to-day, after the lapse of centu-
ries, it exists and flourishes, striking
its roots into every land of civilizatior
and distilling from its spreading
branches over the people of many na-
tions the precious and healing dews
of its benevolence and good works.

‘We must cherisk. and preserve if,
and do our part to perpetuateit. To
do this we must emulate the virtues
of those honored fathers whose death
we mourn; we must preserve our
vows inviolate; we mustexecute with-
out departure the obligations we have
assumed, and we must show to the
profane world, by our actions rather
than by our professions, that we keep
the faith that we profess.—Grand
Master, Bro. Wm. B. Taliafarro, of
Firginia.

Apvice 1o Youne CrarTSMEN.—You
have lately entered & most ancient
and honorable society, and we trust
in no unworthy spirit; if so, we coun-
sel you to proceed no further. If,
however, you are actuated by a feel-
ing of inoreasing your knowledge and
your usefulness to your fellow crea-
tures, work unceasingly. Seek in-
struction from those who are duly
qualified. If in doubt on any poin
go at once to them. They will ever
be ready and willing to assist you in
your endeavors. Be not afraid; it is
their duty, the duty that they love.
Being well skilled, they can give you
all information; being actuated by the
genuine feelings of our order, they
will teach you the duty you owe to
God, your neighbors, and yourselves;
they will strengthen your faith, en-
courage your hope, and lead you in
the practice of charity, and develop
the beauties of the inner man. Re-
member, you are not to be Masonsin
name; you must be Masons in deed
and in truth. You must show forth
to-the world at large what sre the
true principles that guide a Mason's
life, that all men may know that to
you (as Masons) the burdened heart
may pour forth its sorrows, the dis-
tressed may press their plea for re-
lief, that your heart is guided by
Justice, and your hand extended by
Benevolence.—Scottish Frecinason.

Its a Masonic crime to discuss the resalt
of the ballot in the Lodge or out of the
Lodge. When the result of the ballot is
declared, there should be an end of all dis-
cussion and all action until a new petition
is presented. To borrow a tirm it shonld
be a finality. Snch was ths practice among
the fathers. But now the practice is, =3
soon 38 5 negative ballot is declared, the
friends of the candidate begin to consider
who the objector was. They discuss the
matter with themselves, if not with othera.
All the acts of the suspected brother are
canvassed. They see a deep meaning in
the most commonacts. *Trifles light as air,’
are to them, “ confirmation strong as proofs
freholy writ.” Sinister motives are not un-
of quently attributed to him. They feel
estranged from him at once.—P. Gr, 2.
Drummond, of Hain.



GRAND CHAPTER.

Grand Chapter.

The Twenticth Annual Communication
of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Canada, was held in the
Masonic Hall, in the City of London
(Oat.), on Wednesday, the 8th instant.
‘We have not space in this number of the
Cras1SMAN to give a lengthened account
of the proceedings, and therefore, with
the exception of the list of officers, hold
our report over for the September numn-
ber. The Grand Officers for this year
are:—

AL E. Conp. F. J. Mcaet, Toronto, Grand Z.

R. E. Comp. Thos. C. Macnabb, Chatbam,{Grand H.

R. E. Comp. Donald Ross, Picton, Grand J.

R.E. Comp. Daniel Spry, Toronto, Grand Scribe E.
Sc%bas' Comp., George Watson, Toronto, Grand

N.
R. E. Comp. J. J. Mason, Toronto, Grand Prn

R, E. Comp. David McLellan, Hamilton, Grand
Treasurer,
B. E. Comp. Isaac Waterman, London, Grand

strar.

R. E. Comp. Robert Lewis, Grand Supt. of Lon-

don District.
E. Comp. James Canfleld, Grand Supt. ot Wil-

gon District.

R. E. Comp. John M. Gibson, Grand Supt. of
Hamilton District.

R. E. Comp. R. Struthers, Grand Supt. of Niagara
District. ‘

R.E. Comp. E. R, Carpenter, Grand Supt. ol To-
ronto District.

R.E. Comp. J. H. Helm, Grand Supt. of Ontario
District.

R.E. Comp. David Pitcathley, Grand Supt. of
Prince Edward District.

R. E. Comp. V. H, Moore, M.D., Grand Supt. Cen-
tral District.

R. E. Cumap. J. P. C. Hathoway, B D,, Grand
Supt. New Brunswick District.

R.-Ex. Comps.,, W. H. Weller, H. Bobertson,

Judge McPherson, J. B. Nixon, Wm. Carey, Members |

of Exccutive Committee,

Great Priory of Canada.

The Annual Assembly of the Great
Priory of Canada washeld in the hMasonic
Hall, London, Ont., on Taesday the 7th
inetant. In the cbience of Col. W, J. B.
McLeod Moore, G. C. T., the Eminent
Great Prior, and of S. B. Harman, Grand
Sub-Prior, V. E. Sir Knight W. B. Simp-
gon, Provincial Grand Prior Quebec Dis-
trict, presided.

The following representatives were
present:—

Jamies Seymony, St. Catherines,
West,

W B Simpson, Montreal, District of Queby-
Daniel Spry, Grand Chanceller, Toronto.
¥ J Menet, Grand Consiable, Toronto.
H A Mackay, Grand Treasurcr, Hamilton.
D McLellan, Grand Sub-Marshall, Hamilton.
A G Smyth, Grand Acsistant Sub-harshal, London.
Goorge Watson, 2nd A D C, Toronto,
.gg(:’xu Oé!anﬁor, 2Snd cdoB G, Im:‘%)ltix.b
rgo Hopkins, Sword Bearer, tby.
Fred J Hood, Guard, Loudon.

District of Ontario, |

59
Preceptory Name Residence
Bugh S wayens | Donald Ross, Picton
F J Menet, Toronto
Geoftrey de St Alde- R J Hovendon, ¢
mar, Toronto ) Daniel Spry, ¢
JJ Mason, Hamilton
g dppoen BN
n cLetlan
TC Maenabﬁ, “
Jas Moffatt, London
A G Smyth, [
Richard Courde | H A Baxter, ¢
Livn, London { gJCnsoH g{.i ‘:
ood, e
} D B Burch, «
Kgxg‘geilgg‘m § LB Honderson Bellevillo
Susgex, Dunbam A H Gilmour, Stanbridge, P Q
sé“é‘;f%‘ggs } Jas Seymour, St Catherines
uron 0 "
Cotiingwood }uy Robertson,  Collingwood
o, N8} S
ohns, 1O
GH Darxtieu, Whitby
St John the Al- 3 C A Jones, QOshawa
moner, Whitby } Geo Hopkins, Whitby
Gondemar, Maitland John Aloore, Ottawa
©Odo (31? St Atx;nnd .(Y;as %’I iéon, Tor?‘nto
oron eo Watson,
Palestine, Port Hope ‘W H Weller, Cobourg

The Report of the Committee on Cre-
dentials was presented aund adopted.
Letters regretting absence, from Col. Mec-
Leod Moore, Laprairie; S. B. Harman,
Toronto; Rev. V. Clementi, Peterboro’;
T. D. Horrington, Ottawa; J. A. Hen-
derson, Kingston; Roberi DMarshall, St.
John, N. B.; C. D. Macdonell, Peter-
botg’; J. H. Stearns, Montreal, were
read.

The minutes of the last annual meet-.
ing were read and adopted.

The GreatPrior’s addresswas then read,
but we regrat that want of space prevents
its insertion here; we will reserve it for
our next number, a3 also the report of
the Grand Council, to whom it was re-
ferced.

The following resolution in reference
to the action taken at the lasat meeting
of the Convent General, in making altera~
tions in the statutes of that body, was
unanimously adopted:—

“That whereas, The Great Priory of
Cenads, when econstituted, accepted in
their entirety the then existing statutes
i of Convent General in all faith and con-
| tentment, and made and published its
| awn statutes in accordance therewith;
¢ 4nd whereas, At a speciel Convent
| Ganeral, held on the Sth Decembor last,
certain alterations in the statutes were
adopted without consultation with the
soveral Great Priories, which bodies
must, consenuently, unless some safe-
guard sgainst sudden changesis executed,
be :ubjest to trouble and vexation atany
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time at the will of a majority ruling Con-
vent General for the time being,

‘*Be it therefore Resolved, That it is the
deliberate opinion of this Great Priory
that the Statutes of Convent General
should be amended by the following
clause, or one of the same tenor and ef-
fect, viz:—‘That each Great Priory shall
have full power to frame their own regu-
lations as to Titles, Past Rank, Rituals
\#ith common Landmarks), etc., and that
the Convent General shall hold triennial
meetings, at which subjects previously
agreed to by the Great Priories shall be
formally passed, by which each shall be
left free to adopt a line which it may
think best for its own local interests, and
that an official copy of this resolution be
transmitted to His Royal Highness, the
Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Mas
ter, through the proper officer.”

The following are the Great Officers
and the Grand Council for the ensuing
year:—

Col W J B McLeod Moore, G C T, Laprairie, Great

Prior.
8 B Harman, Toronto, Grand Sub-Prior.
PROVINCIAL PRIORS.
J A Henderson. Kingston, Ont., East District.
@ H Dartnell, Whitby, Ont., Centre District,
H A Mackay, Hamilton, Ont., West District.
W B Simpson, Montresl, Quebec District.
Robt. Marshall, St. Jobn, New Brunswick, District.
B Curran, Halifax, Nova Scotia District.
GREAT OFFICERS.
Rev V Clement}, Peterboro’, Grand Prelate.
Daniel Spry, Toronto, Grand Chancellor.
Donald Ross, Picton, Grand Constable.
George ‘Watson, Toronto, Grand Marshal,
Davrid McLellan, Hamilton, Grand Treasurer,
J J Mason, Hamilton, Grand Registrar.
GRAND COUNCIL. .

T D Harrington, Ottawa.

G C Longley, Maitland.

F J Menet, Toronto.

Henry Robertson, Collingwood.
James Seymour, St. Catherines.
J H Stearns, Montreal.

James Moffatt, London.

A H Gilmour, Stanbridge, P Q.
L H Henderson, Belloville.

Votes of thanks were given tc the Sir
Knights of the City of London for their
kindness and hospitality; also to the
Railway and Steamboat Oompanies for
their liberality in granting reduced fares
to members attending the Assembly.

The labors of the, Great Priory being
ended, it waa closed in due form.

Grand Conclave of Knights of Rome
- and Constantine.

The Anuual Assembly of the Knights
of Rome and Constantine was held in the

City of London, Ont., on Wednesday the | ¢

8th of August, 1877. The following are
the officers for the ensuiag year:—

D Spry, Toronto, €rand Sov

H A Mackaey, Hamilton, D & Sov.

F J Menet, Toronto, G Sen Qen.

James O'Connor, London, G Jun Gen,

Thomas Sargent, Torouto, @ Treasurer.

James B Nixon, Toronto, G Recorder.

J K Kerr, Toronto, Int Gen of Ontario.

W B Simpson, Montreal, Int Gen of Quebec,
Bobt Marshall, St John, Int Gen of N8 and N B.

Royal Ark Mariners,

The Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Max-
iners met in the City of Londomn, Ont.,
on Wednesday, the 8th of August, inst.
The following are the officers for the en-
suing year:— .

David McLellan, Hamilton, Supreme Grand Com-

mander.
Fred. J. Menet, Torcnto, D.S.G. Com.,

Jas. G"Cunuvi, Luhdes, A.8 V.

LUhG O,
G. C. Longley, Maitland, G.J .
Thos. Sargent, Toronto, G. Treas.
J. B. Nixon, Toronto, Q. Ro order.
is‘iv' Gibson, Hamilton, Int, Gen. of Western DI-
vision. :
J. Moore, Maitland, Int. Gen. of Eastern Divi-

sion,
Robert Marshall, St. John, Int. Gen.of N. 8. and

B.
Robt. Mackey, St. Thomas, G.S.D.
Richd. Brierler, Hamilton, G.J.G.
John Dumbrill, Maitland, A. of C.
Benj. Barnard, Brantford, Sd. Bearer.
R. White, Montreal, Organist.
F. J. Hood, London, Sentincl.

Royal and Select Masters.

The Annual meeting of the Grand
Council of Royal and Select Mausters of
Ontario, was held in the Masonic Hall,
London, on the 8th. of August. inst.

The following Illustrious Companions
wexl-f guly elected and subsequently in-
stalled:—

3f. NIl Comp. David AcLellan, Hamilton, M. IiL.
@Gr. Master.

R, t:ll. Comp. Jas. O'Connor, London, Deputy Gr.

aster.

R. Ill. Comp. Geo. C. Lopgley, Maitland, G. P. C.
O Gowmp, Josiah Corlies, St. Th Tasp,

. Comp. Josiah Corliss, St. Thomas, X

Gen. Londo® Mivision. ’ .

R, IIl. Co—, W. Gibson, Hamilton, Insp.-Gen.
Hamilton Divis.on.

R. 11l. Comp. Geo. Watson, Toronto, Insp.,-Gen.
Torounto Division.

R. Ill._Comp. J. O’'Donnell, Poterboro’, Insp.-Gens
O e, af. Somervillo, Ot Insp-Gen.

il. Comp. W. M, Somervillo, Ottaws,

Ottawa Division. ’ -

R Ill. Comp. A. McKee, Insp.~General 2anitoba
Division. ’

R.Ill. Comp. E. H. Porter, St. Thomas, Grand
Treasurer.

R. Il Comp.J. B. Nixon, Toronto, Grand Re-

corder.
R. IlL. Comp. J. Roas Robertson, Toronto, Crand

Captain of the G o
il Comp. F. Rennedy, Perth, Grand Lec-
urer.,
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Masonic Burial Plot ot Ottavra.

For some time there has existed
amongst the Lodges of Ottawa & desite
that some endeavor should be made
towards the purchase of a buriel plot,
to be get aside for the interment of
those brethren upen whom *he heavy
hand of misfortune has been laid.
This has at length assumed & practical
Yoxm by the appointment of & com-
mittee confpriged of delegates from
-each Lodge. The question of funds
for such an undertaking is of serious
moment, particularly as o strong de-
sire was e: vreseed that the commit-
tee should, .f possible, arrange fox the
purchage of such & sized plot as would
enable members of the fraternity to
buy family lots. In order to raise
funds, the committee arranged for a
moonlight excursion on the Oftawa
River on the evening of the 27th,
which realized $138, after paying all
expenses,—and are considering other
means to raise further necessary
sums. They are also about to en-
quire on what terms the requisite
ground can be obfained with a view
to eventual purchase. The esteemed
D.D.G. M. (B. W. Bro. Kerr) is
Chairman of the Committee, and
lends iis hearty assistance and sup-
port to the movement. Ib is hoped
success will nltimately attend the ef-
forts now being made. The Secre-
tary, Bro, H. J. Bronskill, will be
glad of any information bearing on the
subject from any Lodge or place,
which may be of use in guiding the
Committee.

For the CRAFTSMAN. ] :
Opening on the Centre inthe Third
Degree.

BY R. W. BRO. OTTO KLOTZ.

Question.—~ My Dear Klotz—Here I am,and I had
laid out to pay you a visit, but find I cannot spure
time to go around your way, I wished very much
for a long chat, especially reg: a sghort, pithy,
satisfactory, Eopular why aud wherofore for tho
“‘Opening on the Contre in the Third Degrves.” Why
ig ft thus? Of course one can make & long dieserta-
tion on the subject, sud bring in g thousand collater-
als, but I wish fora ehortreply to the “why?’ Will you

kindly help me in this? Excusa brevity. Kind re-
gards to all your circle,
Yours as ever,

AX .ER.—3My Dear , Ever ready aud happ:
to discuss Masonic matters, and exchange ideas wit.g
80 true and bright a Brother s you, my cld friend, £
+hall endeavor to give you a rational definition offthe
why and whereforo of **Opening ob the Centre in the
Third Degree;” in doing so, I cannotavoid meking a
fow general remarks, without gofug into a long dis-
gertation of the subject and then close with a short
explanation of the **why and wherefore.” Hoping this

1 reach you in your usual good gpirits, and tbat we
msy at an ear y date have your esteemed company
in ouyx family circle, I remain, with best regards trom
us all, fraternally yours, Orro Krota.

The origin of the phrase “The lodge
is opened on the centre” is like the
origin of many festivals, ceremonies
and rites, to most people lost in ob-
seurity, and ean only be found in the
customs practiced in the ancient
mysteries among the go-calied ancient
Pagans. Asalargenumber of the Chris-
tian festivals, ceremonies apd rxites
were taken from those Pagans, so also
were many of the Pagan festivals,
ceremonies and rites adopted by the
Masonic fraternity; we have therefore
to look to that remote quarter for 2
solution of the question.

Prominent among the Pagans were
the ancient Egyptians, and in later
years their descendants, ths Druids,
who were brought to England by the
Pheenician navigators. Both the
Egyptians and the Drunids, as in fach
nearly all Pegan nations, were sune
worshippers; both taught their religion
as & mystery by symbols and various
rites, and celebrated numerous festi-
vals in honor of their chief deity, the
sun.

‘With the ancient Egyptians and
the Druids, the most important re-
ligious festivals were the twosolstices,
on the 21st December and 21st June,
(at present 25th Dec.and 24th June),
the former being considered as the
birthday of Osiris, the sun, the latter
as the time of the rising of the Nile
and its succeeding overflow; the 12th
day following the winter's solstice
gnow called Epiphany,) and tke first

ay of May were also festivals in
honor of the sun, or Belinus as he
was called by the Druids; on these
occesions the Druids kindled fires on
their-sacred places, and on the top of
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their cairns, and this custom still ob- | in commemoration of the Saviour's
tains among the mountaineers of | resurrestion.
Scotland, Bavaria, Switzerland and| The birthdays of the two St. Johns
Tyrol, though none of them probably | were fized by the framers of the
Iknow the why and wherefore of that | church ritual at the period of the
custom. The Druids, on the festival { solstices. The British 'reemasons of"
of the winter's solstics, used the mis- | the eighteenth century (vhough with-
tletoe and evergreens as decorations; ; out any evidence or authority to war-
the fire on the hills being emble- | rant their so doing) claimed the two
matical of the power and ardour of‘ St. Johns as their ancient brethren,
the sun, when he should have ascend- | made them their patrons and annual-
ed to the upper regions which he was | ly celebrated the festival of St. John
approaching, and the evergreens are , the Baptist and that of St. John the
t;pical of the effect that would be | Evangelist.
produced in the vegetable kingdom by | Numerous other instances might be
such an event. quoted where both the Church and
The early Christians, in their anx-  the Masonic Fraternity have borrow-
iety to convert the Pagans, and to re- ' ed or copied from the ancient mys-
tain them in their fold, et first ac- "teries, and comparatively few original
quiesced in the continuance of the | rites, ceremonies and festivals would
Pagan ceremonies, rites and festivals gremain. ]
practiced by the new converts; in, Itis admitted by all intelligent and
course of time numerousPagan priests, , well read Masons, and it cannot be
finding the number of their adherents ' denied that the mode of teaching the
diminished by conversion to Chris-  principles of the profession of Free-
tianity, lost their influence, and in or- | masonry is derived from the Druids,
der to regain the same became them- , the maxims of morality from Pytha-
selves converts to Christianity, upon | goras, and the chief emblems original-
condition that certain concessions '1y from Egypt.
were made to them, principal among ; Pythagoras, as is well Imown by
which was the continuation ofseveral | every Masonic student, obtained his
of their rites, ceremonies and festivals; | system of teuching from the Magi of
the Christians, noi only joinedin the  Egypt, whither he travelled to obtain
practice and celebration thereof, but | knowledge; on his return {o Greece
finally, with some slight modifications, he founded his celebrated school, and
adopted them as Christian rites, cere- ; among the various other emblems and
monies and festivals; thus the festi- | symbols whi¢h he brought with him
val of the winter’s solstice, the birth- | from Egypt, was the symbol of the
day of the Egyptian Osiris, the sun, | Deity, o CENTRE WITHIN A CIRCLE.
was transformed into the celebra.tionl This symbol represented by the
of the birthday of Christ, and the  Egyptians respectively the deity and
Druidical mistletoe and evergreens  the universe; and among the Hindoos,
were replaced by the Christmas tree; | the Chinese, the Samothracians and
the twelfth day after the winter's sols-  the tribes contiguous to Indis, this
fice, & Druidical festival, was made | symbol had the same significance;
the Epiphany of the Christian Chureh; | though with the latter there was in-
the first Sunday after the full moon | stead of a mere point a yod (,) in the
succeeding the vernal equinox is cele- | centre of a circle; & circle being with-
brated as the resurrection of Christ  out beginning and without end was
andcalled Easter Sunday; and Easter | symbolical of eternity,in which the
was an idol or goddess of the Sax-|Deity dwelt. Pythagoras esteemed
ons, in honor of whom sacrifices were | them the central fire, the supernal
offered aboat the time of the year | mansion of Jove, and he called it
whick i3 now observed by the €hurch | Mesouraneo, because the most excel-

7



CENTRE IN THE THIRD DEQGREE. 53

lent body ought to have the most ex-
gellent place, i. o., the centre.

¥ Of the three degrees in symbolic
Masonry, the first treats of morality,
‘the second of soience, and the third of
veligion. In ancient times, and be-
fore the introduction of the *“haut
gredes,” and the mutilation of the
second and the third degrees, he
who had received the third degree
was considered as having had disclosed
wnto him all the secrets and mysteries
of the Craft. He was like the dis-
ciples of Pythagoras considered as be-
ing *‘within the veil,” as having left
the rank of the ‘“‘exoterics” and en-
tered that of the ‘‘esoteriecs.” Pytho-
goras, compelled by force of circum-
stances in the times in which he lived,
had to keep concealed from the know-
Jedge of the people the real object of
his teachings; he formed two schools,
the ‘‘exoterie,” in which, according to
the popular tasfe, the pupils were in-

Spacial Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Canada,

Loying the Corner fitone of tho New Court
House, Hawmtilton.

A Special Coamunication of Grand Lodge
| was held at Hamilton on the 1Sth inst., for
the purpose of laying the corner stons of the
| New Court House for the Connty of Weut-
worth. M. W, Bro, James Seymour, P. G.
M., acted for the Grand Master, who is abe
sent in England.
The work on the building is progressing
! very rapidly, and already is completed as
far as the first joists, the store work pre-
genting & very handsome appearance,
Prince’s Square assumed a gala appear-
aroe, for thoagh all around wers scattered
blocks of stone and other building material,
which did not add to the neat appearance of
the Square, flags were flying from the tops
of the derricks—at the west end the Tri«
color and the east the Red Ensign, and over
the northeast corner, where the stone was
to be laid, a large Dominion Ensign. A
| platform had been erected at the same cor-
{ ner, facing which was a stand capable-of
holding several hundred, and to the right of
) the platform a smaller stand for invited

structed in the belief of & multitude of | guests, with seats covered with red flannel

deities; and the “esoterie,” in which a
belief in one Supreme Being, a Ruler
of the Universe, in one God, was
taught. So in the third degree, the

ohief object of its teaching is the be- |

Yief in a supreme, omnipotent, invis-
ible Being, & ruler of the universe, &
‘belief in a resurrection from the dead,
end a future state of reward and
punishment. In the third degree, the
emblem of the Deity is the centre,
which is represented both by the
Egyptian symbol of & point or centre,
‘within e circle, or by the Hebrew
Tetragrammston, being the word of
four letters J. H. V. H., the incom-
wmunicable name of (God in Hebrew,
and represented by & yod (,) in the
centre of an equilateral triangle.

| and shaded by = large white ensign as an
’awning. All the arrangements had been
excellently carried out by Mr. C. W, Malli.

| gar, the architect, and the contractora,
} ~ The corner stone was a fine block of stone
3 feet 8 inches square, and wa3s fremn the
| quarey of Mr. MoDermott. It was cht
from what is known as the ten foot slab,
' and is of the description called Berea stone,
| Oa the front, which faces north, is cut the
| inscription:—*‘Erected Augast, 1877,” and
| en the east side, ““Corner Stone.” In are.
coptacle beneath, which was covered with a
! plate with the square and compass on it,

| were enclosed the following arficles:—
Parchment containing sames of county
and city officials; Jowrnal of Educatiorn,
dated June, 1877; Canada Gazetle, August,
! 1877; Ontario Gazelte, 11th August; The
| Globe, Toronto, 17th August; Mail, Torons
| to, 17th August; 7imes, Hamilton, 16th
| August; Spectator, Hamilton, 16th August;
Banner, Dandas, 16th August; Standard,
I Duudas, 16th Augast; Gentleman's Canadian

The phrase ::THE :.[‘ODGE IS OPENED | Journal, 17th August; Illustrated News,
on teE CENTRE" signifies the original | 18th August; programme of toasts; bill-of

object of the teachings in that degree:

y fare of lunch to Graud Lodge at Royal Ho-
tel, invitations; complimentary card of in-

God and eternity, a resurrection from | vitation to do,; poem of Major Glasgow, 77t

the dead, and a future state of reward
and punishment.

'WE are prepated to furnish all kinds
of Lodge printing, in the best style, at
wpeciellylow prices. Sand us o trinl order.

| Battalion; order of* %rocaedings; finanoial

statement of city of Hamilton; minutes of
the County of Wentworth for January,
! February and March; do do, June sand
' July; Canadian Almanac; city directorys
' copy of Act of erection of the court houso;
| the parchment and following newspapera
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- that were deposited in the foundation stone ! 57, Binbrook; St. Andrew’s, No. 62, Cale-
of the former Court Houce, dated 12th ; denia; Maple Leaf, No. 103 3t. Cathari
April, 1829; Colonial Advocate, December | Dorie, No. 121, Brantford; Barlington, N
SI:E. 1825, York, U. C; Gore Gazette, March: | 165, Burlington; Wentworth. No. 166,
3rd, 18217, Ancaster, U. C; Upper Carada , Sioney Creck; Credwr, No. 219, George-
Gazette, January 6th, 1827, York, U. C; U. , town; Monu.tam, 221, Thorold; St. George's,
E. Loyalist, January 6th, 1827, York, U.C; | No, 243, St. George; Seymour, No, 272,
Canadian Freeman, November 2nd, 1826, , Ancaster; Hiram, No. 317, Dundas; Wal-
York, U, C; Observer of the Times, London, | ker, No. 321, Acton West; Waterdown,
Zng,, July 21st, 1821; one-dollar Dominion | U. D., Waterdown; Corinthian, No. 51,
Bank note, Canada paper; twenty-five cent , Grahamville; White Oak, 198, Oakville;.
serip; coins—fifty cents, twenty-five cents, | Clifton, 254, Clifton.
twenty, ten, and five cent pioces, all silver; | The Grand Lodge was duly opened, and
one cent, copper; sample of wheat, Dieh), A the M, W. Grand Master announced that

wth of 1877, grown upon the farm of | he had caused the Grand Seoretary to issue
'm. Luck, in this township; bird’s-eye view , a circular convening this Special Communi- -
of the City of Hamilton, presouted by the | cation for the purpose of laying, with full
Fire and Marine Insurance Co. of Hamilton; | Masonic ceremonies, the corner stone of the
atlas of County of Wentworth and City of | new Court House to be erected for the
Hanmilton, containing the autographs of all | County of Wentworth and City of Hamil-

* the members of the City and County Coun- | ton.
cil prezent. . THE PROOESSION.

MEETING OF THE GRAND LODGE. Shortly after one o’clock W. Bro. John-

The Grand Lodge met at 12.30 in the Ma. | Henery, Grand Marshal, with V. W. Bro,

500i j i .1 C. R. Swmith, Assistant Grand Marshal,
f,',’i’:f_H“n' the following officers being pres formed a proéession outside the Masonic

Hall. At the head was a band and the

M, W. Bro, James Seymour, as Grand Master. .
R, W. Bro. R. Brierley, n6 Deputy Grand Master. Cnion Jack, and the banners of Barton,
¢« A E.Irviog, P.D.D.G. M. Strict Observance, 8. John’s, and Acacia
s+ R Kemp, P.D.D. G M. Lodges were also in the procession. The

(23 . N
o o e O oy Waraon route of march was up James to King, along

-

¢« Rev.W. R. Ross, Grand Chaplain. King to John, and along John to the eastern.
¢ ¢ E.Michell, Grand Trensurer. entrance of Prince’s Square. Here the pro-
Ieaac Waterman, Grard Registrar. cession halted ond opened out the ranks to

s ¢ J.J. Mason, Grand Secretary.
. ¢ J. I, Mackenzie, as Grand Senfor Deacon,
€ ¢ T Miler, as Grand Junior Deacon.,

allow the Grand Master and Grand Ledge
Vo, o 5 Miler, ue Grand Junior Deacon i% pazs throagh. bAttﬁhe gate the gxrand
- W. ¢ H. Walker, Gran . of Works. aster was met by the county and city
VN e B D e Somerary. | Cficials, including the Warden, the Mayor,
W, . M., N 1y. | A
e ' ¢« ¢ R Smith, as Asst. Dir. of Ceremonies. | the Sheriff, and others, and conducted by

w « Vm. Forbes, ag Grand Sword Bearer, them to the platform which had been ereot-
BW. o W e O e ma rganist. | ed for the occasion. By this time a large
W. < P. Bish, as Grand Pursuivant.» crowd had assembled and there must have
¢ R. Radcliffe, Grand Tyler. been over 1,000 people present. On the

Vi e & Seono Walker, Grand Stoward. platiorm we noticed the Hon. Adam Hope,
W. * D, Masillan do Hon, Isaso Bachapan, Colonel Aikman,
¢« Alfred Jones, do John Winer, Esq.,, Adam Brown, Esg..
< Johulreland, do Thomas Robertson, Esq., Q C., Dundas;
v Gavin Stewary do F. Mackelean, Esq., Q.C., Rev. D. H.
¢« Dopald McPhic, do Fletoher, John Wilson, Bsq., Winona, and
¢ ¢ R. A Hutchigon, do many others. Order. having been called,
¢ W, Gibson, do the Grand Master called on Bro. W. Bruce

ith the Mast d Past-Mas. | to read the following poem, which had been-
;‘?;gfgg :lv)l;l’:tti’gﬂ br?tlfrx:n aig-om ?he fﬁ_ composed by Bro, John Glasgow, of Strict
lowing Lodges:— . Observance Lodge, for the occasion:

Barton No, 6; Strict Observance, No, 27; Yo Croftsmn of old with your time honored
St. John's, No, 40; Acacia, No. 61; and | noce Emblems of Peace and of Love and of Good- =
g.‘elaple, gi'o,c??‘l, H&mﬂ(&n;cg:wn, ‘17‘1;; . z;x" 2 vodoy in th b ot tath

rimsby; Clinton, No. inton; . ou meeot here y in the garb of your fathers,
ey, Yo. 102’ ]’)ugd;sé Dﬁﬁéﬂiﬁb }g,f %9}11, ‘With light that illumines the Universe still.

est Flamboro’; Speed, No: b  SBEIDN; 6 tyrant’s command ealls theo forth unto labor,
{gg: bﬁ)l 115;PB“£5"m§; 321797 Cl%“’ ;No. '.l'h{)se fond words will como unto the as thine

ilton; Preston, No. reston; own,
Norlolk, No. 10, Simcoe; Walsingham, No, | The circle iteelf is held true by the eable
174 Po;.t Rz)wa;l' St Gt’aor o's, No. 1’5 St. That cable 5o dear o tho Craftsman alone,
y 3 o y 2 )y o
Catherines; St. George’s, No. 42. London; | yypeprrength as at first givesthe right to estoblish,
Brant, No, 45, Brantford; Harmony, No, | ' Some wmﬁe beneath thge‘brigm. wem that e oo,
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ay that which grows up by the side of the waters, '
Boplenty and sweet unto you and to me.

Mey justioo tsupmmo draw its lne through the

centre
Should folly pr’esume to alloy the refined, |
Let Liagons mark well that the structure hath risen
From Levels on Points, a8 the Mastexr designed. ‘

Tho’ rude Lo the stone that is found in the quarry, ¢
A diamond uncut, with the darkness of night,
The Crafisman you know can give shape to the

shlar,
‘When Master and Men bring the gem to the light. '

Should that which we try prove in part 8o uncqual,
‘That Angels will not with the truth reconcile,

Let workmen at once with true skill heave it over,
As something unfit to be built in the pile.

The plummet to-day will assist you to carry
That jewel much prized, when it's shapely and

lumb; .
Its well-chfseled lines will give prouf, Jn the future, |
Of sclence, and art, to the three who may come.

When pllla[rs and porch have assumed due dimen-
sions,
And beauty bo seen in the whole to reside,

Yay he who takes steps that lead up 10 the chamber,
Be trusty and true ere he seeks tu preside.

Let Judges take heod now on what they do enter,
When justice demands every virtue in Court;

May they be inspired by the Court Universal,
Where trusted and tried at the last must resort.

May wisdom flow forth from the mouths of the lordly,
Like incense, to soothe the most vile andextreme;
May true men loy ho d of the rod that is mighty,
To sever the rock while it filters the stream,

Now, Magons, proceed to build up the famed cor-
er—

I
A gomething awaits the Accepted and Free;
Qo, prove it, and then Jet the souna of the guvel,
Al squaro work proclaim it, and *¢So mote it be,”

With gladness bring forth the g:eat Cornucopie,
Pour ewers of oil and rroed wine on the w.1i;

In secret within, give due praise to the Giver,
The Great Architect and Grand Master of all.

The Grand Director of Ceremonies then
called upon Bro. Walter Spencer, Organist
of the City Lodges, and choir to sing a
bym also composed for the occasion by Bro.
John Glasgow:

Praige God, our King and Sovereign Lord,
Ye Craftsmen all with one acclaim,

‘With salaams bow in one ace rd

At mention of that Holy Name.

Come, tune the Harp as it was wont,
By Masons in the days of old,

When workmen stood upon the Mount
‘With banners which you now unf. 1d.

Let gratitude flow from the soul,
To Thee, Jehovah, King of Love;
May hearts and hands to-dav extol
The Worshipful who rules above.

No Master here can well define
Tho cunning of Thy mighty hand;
‘The sacred art slone is Thine,

To faghion nature by command.

Teach us, O God, for Thy name’s sake,
‘To win approval at Thy Throne,
In wisdom’s ways, we pray Thee, make
Esch Brother here a living ctone,

Build up the Temple from the base,
Yea, tothe lofty summit line,

‘With beauty, that the oyemay trace
The finished grandeur of destgn. §

M. W, Bro. James Seymour, P. G, M,,
then delivered tha following address:

¢ Men, women, and children here as.
sembled, it is my daty to inform you that,
in response to the courteous invitation of the
municipal anthorities of the flourishing Cily
of Hamilton end County of Wentworth, a
special communication of the Grand Lodge

,o Canads has been this day convened for

the purpose of laying with becoming cere-
monies, according to the venerated rights of
the ancient and honorable fraternity of Free.
masons, the corner-stone of your new Court
House. 1 speak advisedly in expressing the
regret of our distinguished M. W. G. M.
that he should not be present with us at
this time to discharge {he duty that in his
absence fal'e ¢ . 7 Ito—n duaty that would
afford him peculiar satisfaction, not only be-
cause of his high standing as one of Her Ma-
jesty’s Counsel,learned in the law, butalsobe-
cause of the warm intercat he has ever taken
in all matters connegted with the advance-
meut and progress of this his native city,
and algo of the responsible official positicn
held by his late father, for many years City
Treasurer, as well as by his respected grand-
father, until lately holding a similar office
for the County of Wentworth. 1t was his
apxious desire to have reached home in time
to participate in the work we have now in
hand, but business engagements having in.
terfered, it remains for his proxy to act for
him, and conduct the ceremony in the most
appropriate manner.

From time immemorial, it has been cus-
tomary to invite the Masonie {raternity
to officiate on occasions similar to the pres-
ent, and in obedience to that invitation we
meet to-day to contribute onr quota towards
the praiseworthy object 1n view. Know all
of you, then, that we are ¥ree and Accepted
Masons, true to the laws of our country,
professing to fear God as the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe, to honor our Queen
(whom God preserve), to confer benefits up-
on our brethren, and to practice universal
benevolence towards all mankind. While
we havo amongst us, concealed from the
oyes of other men, secrets which may not be
improperly revealed, and which no man has
discovered, remember that those secrets are
lawful and honorable, and are placed in the
custody of the fraternity, who aloue have
their keeping until the end of time. We
admit into our Order only such as are re-
ported good men and true, of mature age
and sound judgment, We meet upon the
level, and are constantly insirmoted to
square onr conduct upon the unerring prin-~
ciples of morality and*virtne. Men of every
olass and rank of life are enrolled under our
banners, Fven monarchs the most power-
ful and enlightened have in all sges been
aclive promoters of our noble art, not deem-
ing it derogatory to their dignity to join our
acsemblies and partioipate in our mysteries.
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Even at the present time many of the
crowned heads of the 0ld World, and nota-
bly His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
in our own Empire, stand at the head of
the Order, thus proving that as time ad-
vences & veneration surrounds the name of
Freemasonry, and identifies it with integrity
and uprightness. Whilst the lapze of time,
the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the de-
vastations of war, have Iain waste and da.
stroyed many valuable monuments of anti-
quity, many institutions designed to benefit
the human race, upon which the best efforts |
of human skill and judgment were employ |,
ed, Frecmasonry, notwithstanding, hasstill |
survived, transmitting to posterity those .
latent virtues and attribates which have en- |
abled it to outhive persecution, and to per- |
petuate the tenets which indisrolably bind ,
1{s members together. To accomplish this,
our craft must be good, our calling honor |
able, or it won'd not have remnined for so
many centuries, and still connt amongst its .
most faithful adherents the most distinguish-.
ed, illustrions and best elements of society
throughout the entire world. Qur position
thus explained, it only remains for me to ex-
press the gratification afforded to the craft
to respond to your invitation to lay the cor- |
ner-stone of your New Court House with |
Mssonic ceremonies. The duty is rendered
more agreeable from the associations saur- ,
rounding the occasion, which indicate that ,

the temple to be reared will be used for the |

, Untied Kingdom of Great Bntam and

Grand Chaplain, then offered up the follow-
ing prayer.—

“‘Great Architect of the Universe, Maker
aud Ruler of all Worlds, deign from Thy
Celestial Temple, from realms of light and
glory, to help us in all the purposes of our
prezent assembly. We humbly inve'e Thea
to give us at this and all times, wisdom in
all our doings, strength of mind in all car
difficulties and the beanty of harmony 1n all
our communications. Permitus, O Thou
Author of life and light, great source of love
and happiness, to erect this building, so that
hereafter it may be usefnl for the 1mportant
purposes for which it 18 iatended. Glory be
to God on hight”

Response: So mote it be.

W. Bro. J. J. Mason, Grand Secre-
tary, then read the following scroll, which

; was deposited in the atone:—

“This Corner Stone was laid by James Seymour,
Esquire, Past Grand Masver of the urand Lodgs of A
F. & A Mnsons of Cana ‘'a, upon the I7th duy of
August, A. D. 1877, in the 41at vear of the ro:gnof
Her Most Gracious Majes'y Viccoris, Queen of the
reland, and
the dependencies in Europe, Afric , the Dominion of

Canads, Australis, etc., etc., and Empress of

. The Right Honorable Sir Frederiek Tewple, Earl of

Dufierin, K. P., K. C. B., bang Govcrnor-General-of
the Dominion of Canada, thoe Huncrable Donald
Alexander Macdonald being Lisutenant-Governor of
the Province ot Ontario, Thomas Stock, Esquire, be-
ing Warden of the County of Wentworth, and Fran-
ci8 Edwin Kilvert, Esquire, 2layor of the City of
Hamilton, James Shaw Sinclair, Esquire, Judge of
the County Court of the County of Wentworth; the
Honorable Archi'ald M:Kellar, Sheriff of the County

administration of that sterling, inflexible | of Wentworth. Thet.llowing composed the Joint
justice which is the prond characteriatic of 1?““31'“5 Cummitteo 3“ ‘h%‘fl“‘.‘“‘-‘ ‘F‘}_“"'t‘ .—gﬁom’a
British law wherever enforced. ¥While the , Stock, Esqure, Warden, Chalrman, F. ,E' vett,

- - . M . | Esquire, Mayor; Peter Wood, Esquire, Recve of
former structure which this edifice is design- | Beverley; Jubn Weir, Esquire, Reovo of West Flam-
ed to replace furnished facilities sunited to i borough; Alonzo Egieston, Esquire, Reeve of Ancas-

the times for which it was provided, and |
was doubtless considered a model in its way

wken originally built, the future seat of law :
and equity for this enlightened community

ter; Thomas Lawty, Esquire, Recve of Barton: Jameos
Hoey, Esquire, Reeve of Binbrook; Robert cKech-
nie, Esquire, Recve of Dundas; F. M. Carpenter, Es-
quire, Reeve of Saltflieet; W. 1AL Calder, Esquire,
Reeve of Glanford; Keoneth Fitzpatrick, Jaseph
went, 2L W. Browne, David McLellan, Joun Barry,

will accord more with the genius of A t:he i Henry Carscallen, J. E. O'Reillv, Esquires, Aldermen
present age, and prove a valuable addition | of the City of Hamilton; Mr. Wm. Hancock, Mason,
to the handsome public buildings which al- | Jr. E. Vanallan, Builder, Contractors; C. W. Mulli-
ready adorn the city. Qur present prayer ; 53% Esquire, Architoct, ‘God Savo tho Qaeen.” ¢
is that the G. A. O. T. T. will prosper the . XIr. Thomas Stock, the Warden, then
hondiwork of all engaged in this undertak- | presented the Grand Master with a hand-
ing, so that when completed it will realize | some silver trowel, inlaid with gold, 3a-
the fullest anticipations of its liberal pro- , sonic emblems sud ac ebony handle.
jectors, May the wisdom that inspircd the The Grand Masl;arbneﬂyreturnedthankn.
Royal Solomon in his decisions befuio the , The cement having been cpread, the upper
Court of Jsrael ever animate those wk.o shall | stone was lowered with three halts, at waich
here preside in administering the laws of | intervals the band played bars of the Na-
this ‘land, so that impartial jostice may , tional Anthem; wuen it _bad been guided
abonnd and the fullest sense of eecurity to | into its plece, the Grand Janior Warden ap-
percon and property prevail in enr midst. , plied_the plumb-rule, the Grand Senior
And may the foundation now Iaid be as, Warden thelevel, snd the Deputy Grand
strong and the superstructure as lasting as , Master the square, and they baving repo
eternal truth itself. We will now proceed | that the stons was just, true and properly
to lay the corner-stono according to usage laid, the Grand Maﬁ“}t _Wd: :‘Havmgfn}l
and custom, previous to which the Grand | confidence in your skill in our Roysl art, it
Chaplain will invoke s blesging from the , remains for me to finish the WO’k-_ Ho
Most High on the untertaking. . then struck the stone three times ‘V.ltb the
i gavel and said: **Well made, trulylaid, true
W. Bro. Rev. W. R. Ros3, of Pickering, , and truzty; msy this andeartaking be coz-
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-ducted and completed by the craftsmen, ac- I Secretary. The vice-cheir was supported by
cording to the grand plan, in Peace, Har- | Adam Brown, Esg., and other prominent
mony, and Brotherly Love,” As they were | citizens,

handed to him, he ponred out the cnstomary A band was stationed in the hall and
libations, saying: ‘I strew corn upon ’played during the banquet.

the stone as an emblem of Plenty, I pour | Ths nsual tonsts having been dispozed of,
wine on it as the emblem of Cheerfulness, | that of the Grand Lo’ ~ being re-
and T anoint it with oil as the emblem of | sponded to by M. W. Bro. St,wour, 2nd R.
Comfiort and Consolation. May corn, wine | W. Bro. J. J. Mason, the party broke up
and oil, and aﬁl thenecessgries oikliifo, a(timnnd l about 8 o'clock. .

among m2u througheut the world, aud may | REFRESHMENTS AT THE DRILL SHED.

the bletsing of the Supreme Architect of | - N

the Universe be upon this edifice and al | At the 011_‘95" :ﬁ,ﬂ(l; ce‘:ni“_“é“‘]’ the br ‘:;g&
connected with it.” The implements hav- | [o03 ECeDung tae farand Lodge, procee

s ! to the Drill Shed, where a coll..on had
ing been handed to the M. W. G. M., he ; b s3ed by the breth £ the (it
presented them to the architect, saying:— | fccl Provided oy tae preriren o A
**The fonndation stone of this building betng | i@ Cterer was Bro. H. HoKillop, who did
now laid, ¥ present you the implements ap- | Ji° WOTS It & MAnner Luah Mernsec a . 3

plied to it, also the plans, in full confi- ! ed forth mach praise. Abont two aundred

i o . sat down to the repast. After the edibles
g&‘ie;};:t’ ‘V?ﬁ 22%‘:{111;?3 Bfgth:“lng:%; - had had full justice done to them, some of

that the building may arise in order, har-: :::]g’;i;h;e; :?:ﬁdts:ﬁaggg?;:;?n b:: t:.!ﬁ
mony and bezuty, being perfected in beauty | ¢ n 1 0nd social jollification. W. Bro,
and strength, that it many answer every | Widger, W. M. Acacia Lodge, invited all
purg;s:e fgr Eh’(:h ltt fxs t:l nbendeg ’ hto ¥ omi- " present to stay, and thanked the visiting
gredis an e sauslaciion an 0nor 0% i brethren for their attendance, slso paying a
those whe have selected yon for the work.™ compliment to the city brethren for the
The Masonic ccremonies being ended, ad- | manner in which they had responded to the
gfre SEes Cwere ?v;'n by dt.h?h\:'i:&.rden, the | call. Volunteer toasts and songs were the
%{?Grgﬁgtilm?te%e%;;l c?dlid for three ! order of the day, . Bro. Joseph Fligg, of

h < ! Grahamsville,singing in anexcellent way and
cheers for the Qaeen, which were heartly | calling forth an encore on each occasion.
gien. The toasts of the Queen, Grand MNaster,
The speeches being finished, the proces- | o .- s ’
sion re-formed and marched back to the Viciting Brethren, Hamilton Erethren, the

? " Masters of Lodges, the Press, and other
211:38:;} ¢ Hall, where the Grand Lodge was | toasts were duly honared and responced {o.

BANQUET TO THE GRAND LODGE.

At four o’clock the Grand Lodge was en- ! The Principles and Objects of Aasonry.
ter;aicl;ed xg the xl1~‘&$oya.1 Hotel by the County ’
and City Conncils., 3 >

Covers had been laid for about 150 guests, A Serm?n prezched in St. .P&uls
i{nd an eacel:.;:zg bill-of-fare v:las provided by Church, Lindsay, on the Festival of

essre. Hood Bros., the pnpular proprietors ; ist. 95
of the Hotel. The taxppe:\pmnca of the table : St. John the Baptist, “’,th June, 1877,
was extremely pretty, several handzome , by Rev. Bro. W. T. Smithett, D.D.:—

floral designs, the work of Mr. Rowe, florist, | 1 Cor. I crap., 9 to 15.—**Ye are God’a

z&lgl;m:gggl cll.x;‘:;onstngf ;%e :&a;:mig X:E ! building. But let every man take heed how
the tﬁblo different Masonic emblem P ' he bunildeth thereupon. For other fonnda- -
His Worship M : S ! tion can no man lay than that is laid, which
ch:ml-s augrfh lpW :ﬁor de:;f rl'éoccgp 1e%; l? ' ig Jesus Christ. Now if any man beild apon
Stock, Es 2119 :'i en};) F eoour;g > O,R ' this foundation gold, silver, precious stonas,
» w5d, €8 CAA o Ll g 4 ' wood, bay, stabble; every man's work ghall

of the chairman wesseated the actingGrand . Se k.
Master, M. W. B G M. Bro, nges Soy- | be made manifest: for the day shall declare

- e > .+ it, becanse it shall be revealed by fire; and
RO%(.-’ %m‘v égyﬂfwsﬁlrgﬁr MEQP' 3" the fire ahall try every man’s work of what
Regisirar- Col Aikmen: R W. Bro ‘%’ sortitie. If any man’s work abide which

b man, . .

»: > he has built therenpon, ke ghall receive a
L g Tontr, ot ot 2 2 P o e S e

E. any ma)
Mackelean, Esq, City Solicitos, A. T. | b shall saffer loze.”
Wood, Exq,, M. P, Hon, Iseac Buctanan, ,  We are met togsther to-day, breth-
E. W. Bro. Rev. W. R. Roce, Grand Chap- | rep for the double purpose of celebrat-

lmn;; %: %V;r: E;';,; %einff °Dn"]f {;‘_“%,ﬁ‘-’;;‘; ' ing the anmiversary of one of cur pat-

.

%:?W. Bxo. J. 1. Gibson, Actistant Graud | ron £eoints, 2nd et the same time for
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the consideration of the object of our ! Jesus Christ. Now if any man build
institution, and of the duties as loyal | uponthis foundation gold, silver, preci-
craftsmen we owe to it, and the world | ous stones, wood, hay, stubble; every
around us. This seems especially , man's work shall be made raanifest:
necessary abt the present tirne, when , for the day shall declare it, because it
so many misapprehensions exist re- | shall be revealed by fire; and the fire
garding both the craft and ourselves; , shall try every man's work of what
and more particularly with respect to | sort it is. If any man’s work abide
our relations to God, His Church, and , which he has built thereupon, he shall
the powers of civil society. It will receive a reward. If any man’s work
not be our office, therefore, at this | shall be burned, he shall suffer loss.”

time to enter upon the historical re-
cords of our Order, nor to dwell eulo-
gistically upon its operations. The
story of our cfigin has been often told,
and the world, through scores of ages

and generations, has known our prac- -
tice and appreciated our virtues, and -

to its honor, it must be admitted, his

been ever ready to walk backwards .

and throw the cloak of charity over

the shortcomings and infirmities of
our craftsmen, wisely distinguishing
between the purity of divine institu-

tions and their human administration.

One claim, all have admitted, without .

controversy, that a bond of union ex-
ists among us, scattered as we are
over all lands, and respresenting as

we do all opinions and races, that no

other organization on earth has ever
paralleled, and to which all point as

an example, right or wrong, as they .

may regard it, worthy of all imitation,

and this has not been the verdict of.
one race, or age, or religion, bui the
combined opinion and sentiment of

the world at large. Qur devout wish,
therefore, is, and I speak the convic-
tion of all present, or as in our phrase-

ology, we express if, the initiated .

and profane alike, So mote it be.
The text covers the Masonic work of
a life time. The moral edifice, we are
called upon to raise here, and the

proof of our work, and the acceptance ,
.and approbation of the Great Archi-
tect, in the life to come; for as we sow,
wealso reap; and as we baild, so shall |

our work stand for all eternity. “Ye

. Althongh the langnage then here is
. of & literal and operative character,
. yet its deeper meaning is figurative,
,and speculative, and symbolie, and
; must be regarded as the standard of
our morals and the test of our skill
and fidelity. It is not here inferred
. that what we say, or profess, can avail
us anything, but what we do, is de-
, clared to be the ground of our rewnard,
the meed of our approbation; in other
words, this is not our rest, our home,
; we are laboring for other inheritances.

This is not our reward; we work for
the approval, at & coming day, of the
~Grand Master above, and as travellers
and sojourners in this vale of tears,
we look for the home on high, the
house not made with hands eternal in
" the heavens. Before we proceed to
set forth, brethren, the objects of your
profession, and the duties involved by
your assumption of its obligations, let
me call your attention briefly to the
day and the occasion, and shew you
their connections with your ancient
and honorable craft. Before the
" Christian era, and among the Jews
and Orientals, Lodges were dedicated
to King Selomon, said to be the first
Most Excellent Grand Master of the
Order. But since that time, Masons
professing Christianity dedicate their’s
to St. John the Baptist, and St. John
the Evangelist. These were two most
eminent patrons of the craft, as fra-
ditions tells the story, and s our pre-
decessors for centuries long past in-
stract and admonish us. In ancient

are God's building. Bui let every, lodges of the Christian jurisdiction
man take heed how he buildeth there- | there was represented a certain point
upon. For other ‘oundation can mo. within & circle. The point represent-
man lay than that is laid, which is, ing an individual brother; the cirole,
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the boundary line of his conduct, be- | then we tread this oheckered and
yond which he was never to allow his ' treacherous path of life, so well re-
prejudices or his passions to beiray ! presented on the Masonic floor, let us
him. This circle was embordered by | cultivate for others, that we may be
two perpendicular parallel lines, repre- = enriched and blessed ourselves, the
senting St. John the Baptist and St. ’ grand principles of brotherly love,
John the Evangelist, and upon the | relief and truth. But the uninitiated
top rested the Holy Seriptures. In f present will ask, what are the Ma-
going round this circle we necessarily | sonic ideas of these atiributes of
touch upou these two lines, and theve- | moral character. We proclaim, o-
fore find a sacramental allusion o our { the creed of our profession, and the
grand Christian exemplars, ag models | standard of our mworal work, these
for our life and character. We also | eternal verities, as founded in the
come into direct contact with the Holy | nature of ' .ngs, as well asin the
Secriptures, the great light in Masonry, | Book of Goud. In the exercise of
end therefore while a Mason looks at brotherly love we understand Masonry
these examples and keeps himself tfo teach what the Bible, Christianity,
within the precepts of the Bible, it is | teaches, that is to regard the whole
impossible that he should materially | human species as one family, in
err. Hence,as Masonry extends from | the language of the motto embla-
east to west, and comprises represen- | zoned on the Coat of Arms of the
tations of the whole human family, ' Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, ¢ Ne
between the north and south, it fol- | alienum humanum,” not foreign,
lows that throughout every clirae Ma- |that's human. Thet the high and
sonry is found. In short, its dimen- flow, rich end poor, created by one
gions, as & moral system, are unlimit- | Almighty Plumb, and inbabitants of
ed, and its covering no less than the ' the same planet, are to aid, support,
starry canopy of heaven. The most 'and protect each other; and on this
prominent objects of our institution ‘ principle Masonry, I am grieved to be
are the cultivation of brotherly love, | obliged to confess, shames the so-
zelief and truth, with regard to others, | called Churches of Christendom—
and the exhibition of temperance, ! Masonry unites men of every coun-
fortitude, prudence, and justice, with- , try, sect, and opinion, and cultivates
in ourselves. These qualities formed ' true friendship among those who
the unmistakable characteristies of the | otherwise might have remained at a
life, teaching, character and practice | perpetual distance. To relieve the dis-
of our Patron Ssint, as the Word re-  tressed, this we hold and teach, is &
cords the siovy, and these form the ' duty incumbent upon ol men, but
sum total of the work, which will stand ! particularly on Masons, who are
the fiery ordesl, cited by the Apostle ' linked together with an indissoluble
in our text, at the last great reckon- | chain of sincere affection. To soothe
ing day, when every craftsman shall ' the unbappy, to sympathize with
receive his wages, according to his ' their misfortunes, to compassionate
work. | their miseries, and to restore peace

Freemasonry. by its emblemati- ' to their tronbled minds, is the grand
cal teachings, reminds us continually ' aim we have in view, and on this
of the precariousness of our state on ' basis we form our friendships and
earth; its emblems, both of life and 'establish our connesions. Truthisa
death, are before us, by actual vision : divine attribute and the foundation
in the Liodge; and by our mortal and ' of every moral and social virtne. To
gpiritual perceptions out in the world, ' be good and true is the first lesson
wo ereadmonished to boast of nothing, ' teoght in Masonry. On this theme
but to have compassicn on and give ' we profess to contsmplate, and by its
aid to those in adversity. While | dictates endeavor to regulate our
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lives. Brethren, see to this, the I whoever and whatever he is, so it
world is watching you. Do not be- | should be the invariable practice of
-come stumbling blocks to truth. | every free and accepted Mason never
Hence, while you are influenced by , to deviate from the minutest prinei-
this principle, hypocrisy and deceit , ples thereof. And the great example
will be unknown among you, sincerity = whose virtues we commemorate to-day
and plain dealing will distinguish, was a living embodiment of all these
you, and the heart and tongue join  elements of character; and his work,
in promoting each other's welfare ; we are assured, shall stand the test
and rejoicing at each other’s prosper- , of the Great Architect’s level, plumb,
ity. Another object, we remarked, ; and square—as one of the grand con-
that Masonry has in view, is the exhi- | ditions of the text, as that of a work-
bition of certain noble qualities or , man who never need be ashamed, and
virtues, which its votaries supposed . who, while on earth, laid down hig
to exercise and exemplify in their life , life to prove his perfect work.
and character. Chief among these is| Nothing remains now, having
temperance, that due restraint upon , shewn our principles and objects,
our affections and passions, amount- , but to sat forth the duties we owe to
ing, if necessary, to abstinence which | God, society, to ourselves, and to each
renders the body and its members, other, as Free Masons. In a word,
tame and governable; and frees the | there are three great duties we are
mind from the allurements of vice. K ever charged to inculcate und prac-
This virtue is called for, in the con- ; tice. Those we owe to God, to our
stant practice of every true Mason; , neighbors and to ourselves. We ae-
as he is plainly taught by his obliga- | knowledge the Great Architect of the
tions to avoid excesses, the contrac-, Universe as our Supreme Governor
tion of any licentious or vicioms, and Master, and before Him in all
habits; the indulgence of which would | things we reverently bow. He hag
not only damage him and the craft in , given us an unerringrule of life in His
the eyes of the world, but subject him | Word,and by it weareboundtoregulate
to the contempt and detestation of , our work. Weare taught that in the
-all good Masons. | midst of life we are in death, and con-
And fortitude follows, as the no-, tinually admonished to be at all times
blest and steadiest purpose of the hu- | prepared for that solemn event, so
men mind, whereby we are enabled , that when the silver cord shall be
to undergo any pain, perii, or danger, , locsed, and the golden bowl be broken,
when prudently deemed expedient, our dust may return to its mother
while prudence teaches as to regulate . dust, while our untrammelled and
our lives and actions agreeably to the , glorified spirit shall go up to the God
dictates of reason and common sense; | who gave it. Hence we never men-
the habit by which we wisely judge  tion the sacred name of God, bub
and prudentially deteimine in all , with the reverential awe which is due
things, relative to our present as well | from the creature to the Creator, and
as our future happiness. we ought always to implore his gra-
Lastly, justice, is that standard or | cious favor on all our lawful under-
boundary of right which enables us to | takings, and ever to esteem Him and
render to every man his just dues, . His gervice as our chief good. Inthe
without controversy and without dis- , state or nation we are bound to lend
tinction. This virtue isnot only con- ! peaceable lives, true to our country,
sistent with all divine and human , proud of the land of our birth, and
law, but it is the very cement and ,just and loyal to the government un-
support of all civil society; and as. der which God has cast our lot. As
Jjustice, in a great meesure constitues , Masons, in civil affairs, we proscribe
the character of the really good man, , no man, for opinions sake, and re-
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cognize no sectarian shibboleths or I given and God-like faculties, end bru-
party creeds. 'We follow the religion : talize the dignity of our nature and
of t;lutl}‘ and vxr;u:l,n}vh_mht 1;i,ll theology | gieli honor of our g:o}i;es;xggimnf; e?i.
inculcates, an 8 is the common arize our minds by fr -
centre, around which we are congre- | tation on the great Books of nature
gated, in one holy indivisible bond of i and grace (the btwo regcéai(:li;ns gf tlt1§
brotherhood; men of every tribe and A being and attributes of God) and wi
nation and kindred and t?;lgue under | the wisdom, benevolence and power of
heaven., For the sake of civil society, | our great Creator, and drawing from
and the reputation of the Fraternity, | thence lessons of humility, fervency,
ot rom sullied ngmemorseomn: | i yous pets i fhe great Ararae o it
eother from g sullied name, werecom- ur
mend to inferiors, obedience and sub- x%ith reverential awe before God, fvith’
mission; to equals, courtesy and affa- | honor to ourselves, a.nq with credit to
bility; to superiors, the, constant ex- | the fraternity. .
ercise of kindness and condescension. , A last comment on the text which
Thus we are enabled to cultivate the the craft affords and forcibly illus-
practice of brotherly love and friend | trates—the character and durability
ship, the true priciples of a divine , of our work. The lapse of tlm?i’ glle
chémtyﬁnnot nﬁ}e lfontrziréteq and blg%t- : xéuthlisstihggdofoi;v ;;vnﬁ;aéz;celaaiznwastg
%i?s :;fzrago‘gs ;;co tl‘;;’eo]llimifsn‘gtl‘1 !Tc;;: ‘ ag‘&acslea;tr%yed the noblest monuments
ticular party in the state or a particu- | of antiquity. Tltle semple of Solomotz_z,
i ! Pity in @ jous iu i ign, jestic
iho shetnact, that. meck, Toppicing, | o i praporhons, oo msgnifeest in
long suffering, Christian, Masonic , its execution, constructed by the
cha?'ity, which is as broad as the ' united efforts of so many celebrated
mantle of heaveng and co-extensive | artists, has not escaped }tlhe rzvag:s
our dentings with ous. melghbors we | which 1 give o agmer stll. oxists i
are ta.nghtf and we are s{;pposed to | all the harmony of its first formation
work, on the square, thus making our l ang has gda.thereddnnto itsxeli;1 pqwiz,
communication and intercourse 2  and grandeur, and energy, and mig
blessing to the generation in which  amidst the desolate ruins of the tem-
we live, doing to all men as we would | ple. Free Masonry still survives. It
they should do unto us; building a  has existed in the distant of Orient,
& moral foundation, and raising there- | where almost all things else of human
ReD stand i the ery. Sy of tunl | pocebed. o tesspost o perecoution
shall stand in the fiery day of trial  pe .
when every man’s wor)l; shall be made 1’];m,s:, not injured it. The revolutions
manifest, and the secrets of every ; of the world lila,ve émt slaaken it. le}e
: i : e in
the Tiving God meet or tho stomies of | . Thnongh. exbonies of changos
heaven. But to ourselves pertains it has ever stood, changeless and se-
the practice and performance of the reme, and tc the true and loyal
ghest duties, the cultivation of the : brother who seeks sdmission within its
noblest affections, our nature is capa- | portals with a single eye and with
ble of—to know ourselves, and govern smcensy ‘;‘f htif.irt, ;ntlg a vxewdoii') :};%ﬁ
i i 1 i er an
?nutres:};:;;;zea::ggyaéﬂh;;eiﬁ1;%;1;‘;?‘3}!;% ' ;tagzge, :ngrno§spto;%iiuiing its noble
debases the intellect a.mll1 degrades the} symbols over hég ﬁace. tqf bmamesse a.osf
soul, and mars in us the image of \ a tavern sign, to him it is a source ¢
Ged. To shun every object which ' exalting promise to know that i :nll
has a tendency to impair our God- |st111 continue to survive so long as
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the attentive ear receives the sound
from the instructive tongue; and the
mysteries of the Order are lodged in
the repository of faithful breasts—un-
til its work like that of the church is
ended here—and we all meet approv-
ed workmen, in that Grand Lodge
above, the temple not made with
hands eternal in the heavens, where
the Grand Architect of the Universe
continually presides.

Canadian Masonic News.

-
DEeLAYED.—Owing to our absence, (at
the Press Excursion to the Lower Pro-
vinces,) the August number of the
CrAFTSMAN has been delayed, but we will
endeavor to be on time next month,

OvUR General Agent, R. E. Comp., P.

of Royal Arch Msasons of England,
holden in Freemasons’ Hall, London,
on the 1st instant, on motion "of
Comp. Col. Creation, the sum of one
hundred guineas was granted from
the funds of Grand Chapter for the
relief of the sufferers by the fire at St.
John, New Brunswick.

New LopGe AT GueLrH.—The member-
; ship of Speed and Guelph Lodges having at-
tained considerableproportions, it wasrecent-
ly thought advisable to establisha new Lodge
in Guelph, and accordingly a meeting was
held at Bro Moorhouse’s office, when it was
decided to establish a third Lodge. A dis-
pensation has been obtained, and the new
Lodge will be known as Waverley Lodge.
The officers are:—W Tytler, W M; A Mc-
! Bean, jr, S W; John H Emmons, J W; A
| Weir, Secretary; H D Morehonse, Treas;
., Wm Anderson, S D; F B Skinaer, J D;
" J Galbraith, and A G Somerville, Stewards;
' F Small, I.G. Meetings will be held on the

Begg, is at the present time in the West | first Monday in each month, in the Masonic
canvassing for subscriptions to tue | Hall. The Charter Members are:—W Tyt-
CRAFTSMAN, and doing well. We trust | lor, A McBean, J H Emmons, H D More-
the Brethren with whom he comes in | house, P Rish, A Weir, W Anderson, Ja3

contact will aid him as much as in their
power, a8 we hope befcre the end of
this volume to see the magazine self-sus-
taining.

PERSONAL.—We had the pleasure of &
visit & few days ago from R. W. Bro.
Richard Bull, & brother well-known to
the Craft of Ontario and Quebec. Daur-
ing the short time he could spare us, we
profited very much from his conversation,
and we trust he will favor the readers of
the CrRAFISMAN with some of his learned
theories, aod practical applications of
them. Wae shall be glad to welcome him
at any time.

Ar the Annual Meeting of the
Supreme Grand Council of the
Masonic and Military Order of
the Knights of the Red Cross of
Constantine, Enights of the Holy
Sepulchre, and Knights of St. John
of Palestine, for the United States,
held in Rochester, N. Y., on 20th
June, 1877, W. J. B. McLeod Moore,
of Canada, was elected an honorary
member. The treaty between the
Supreme Council of the United States
and the Grand Council of England
was ratified and adopted.

At the Quarterly Convocation
of the Supreme Grand Chapter

Galbraith, F B Skinner, G A Somerville, &
' F A Stull, B Savage, F Small, J Turnbuil.
! We are pleased to learn that thenew Lodge
has very flattering prospects of success.

G. M. Eerr 1x Scorvano.—The
| Quarterly Communication of the
I Grand Lodge of Shotland was held on
| the 6th instant, in the Masonic Hall,
| George Street, Edinburgh. In the

absence of the Grand Master, M. W.
l Sir Michael Shaw Stewart, Bart, the

Chair in the East was filled by the D.
' G.M., R. W. Bro. Henry Inglis; and
' the chairof the J.G.'W. was filled by R.
W. Bro. Wm. Hoy, a gentleman well
known in Toronto as a successful ar-
i chitect. Among the visitcrs present
were our own Grand Master, M. W,
Bro. J. K. Kerr, and Dr. Baines, W.
M. of Elgin Lodge, Montreal. After
the transaction of the regular busi-
ness, the Lodge was addressed by M.
'W. Bro. Kerr, who made some very
interesting statements about the pres-
ent condition of Freemasonry in Can-
ada, shewing its healthy existence.
| The Grand Lodge accorded its thanks
| to-Bro. Kerr for the information he
had conveyed to them, and for his
visit—as algo to Bro. Dr. Bains end
other visitors.

.
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Hararron.—Attheregular meeting of

Rarton Lodge, No.6, A.F.& A M., held |

11th July last, after the regular rou-
tine business of the Lodge, R. W. Bro.
R. Brierley, D. D. G. M., on behalf
of Barton Lodge, in a few well chosen
vemarks, presented W. Bro. Wm.
Gibson, with a beautiful Past Master’s
jewel, as a token of the respect in
which the W. Bro. is held by his
brethren, to which Bro. Gibson re-
plied as follows:—

«“Words fail to express my sincere
and hearifelt thanks for the beautiful
jewel you have just presented me
with; they do so the more as I feel I
have done so litfle either for the
Lindge or the Order, to deserve any-
thing of this kind at your hands. I
can assure you I did not require this
from you as a proof of the good feel-
ing you entertain towards me; coming
as I did six years ago to-night a
stranger amongst you, and having the
honor of occupying the pesition I do
to-night, is proof enough of itself
without any other mark of apprecia-
tion. I cannot but lonk back with
pleasure and pride to my Masonic
career, which I consider has been the
brightest epoch of my life. It is true
during the time of which I speak I
have forgone many pleasures and in-
vitations in order to be present atour
meetings, but Iwas more than re-paid
by being honored with the govern-
ment of the Lodge, without this ad-
ditional expression of good will.
During the time I have had the honor
of being a Mason, I have never been
absent from the meetings of «Old
Barton, " except when attending Grand
Lodge. I donot make my regularity
of attendance a boast, as T am proud
to say there are many Masons in this

city who have been as regular in their |

attendance as I have been, but I do
it with & view of encouraging young
members of the Craft to press forward
in the Qrder, agsuring them there are
uG barriers in Masonry to prevent
Brethven in any rank of life from ad-
vaneing to the highest position in the
Lodge—provided they are punctual in

‘ their attendance and interested in
their duties. I claim no credit for the
present prosperity of the Lodge, for
without your assistance and support
my efforts would have been fruitless; in-
deed, I am deeply and sensibly in-
debted to every member of the Lodge
for their forbearance in looking over
my many faults and shortcomings,
and also to the Worshipful Brethren
of this and the sister lodges in the
city for the able advice and assistance
which they so kindly gave me during
my term of W. M. I trast thet my
, days of usefulness are not at an endin
% Barton Lodge; whatever Ican Iwilldo .
|

to further its best interests, and in

doing so I will only be following in
the footsteps of those worthy and dis-
tinguished brethren who preceded
| Tae. In accepting this beautiful gift
! from you, allow me again to thank
‘ you sincerely one and all; and I can

but repeat what I said at the last
; meeting, that I sincerely wish the
same prosperity which has existed in
the past may long continue, and that
nothing but brotherly love may ever
be found within the precinets of our
beautiful Lodge xoom.

Meeting of the G. L, of Canada.

The meeting of the Grand Lodge of
! Ganada will be held in the City Hall, St;
Catherines, on Wednesday, the 12th of
September, as per adjournment on the
11th July last, when M. W. Bro. J. K.
Kerr, Grand Master, will preside. There
is likely to be a large attendance.

TFestival of St. John the Baptist.

' Following are the officers of Lodges
linstalled on the 25th of June,
unavoidably crowded out of the July
number of the CRAFTSMAN.

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA.

SarNIA.—Officers of Victoria Lodge, No.
56, G. R. C., held at Sarnia, and instalicd
by W. Bro. P. M. Mackenzie, on June 25th,
1877:—LP.M., W, Bro, W. Taylor; W.21,,
W. Bro, J. P. Buek; §. W., Bro. E. A,
Vidal; J. W,, Bro, W, J, Keays; Trcaa,
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Bro. M. Fleming; Sec., Bro. John Chester; ' Kenzie, 1. G., Bro. Jas. Hamilton; T
S, D., Bro. A. Korr; 7, D., Bro. W, H | Bro. Asob. Taglor, ylen
Hill; S. 8., Bro. R, S. Oliver; J. 8., Bro 4
; S. 8., Bro. R. S. s 3. 8., X
J. W. Buning; 1. G., Bro. E. H. Johnston; GRAND LODGE OF QUEBKC,
’i‘yul:;: Bro. P. Wenino; D. of C., Bro. S. ngvx?aggmk_%ﬁm;mmoi HHuntingdon
odge, No. . Q., held at Huntingdo
Newnvry, ~ Officers of Albion Lodge, No. ,Qﬂe-g. and installed by D.D.G.M. Bro
80, beld at Newbury, Oant., and insta%led by , MoMinn, on Jane 26th, 1877.—1.P.M., W.
W. Bro. Mausfield, on 25th June, 1877:— | Bro. D. Boyd; W. M, W. Bro. P
LP.M., W. Bro. Thomas Robinson; W.M., | Macfatlane, 'S. W.; Bro. D. Shanks;
W. Bro. William F. Roome; S.W., Bro. ,J.W., Bro. 8fcAdams; Treas., Bro. A, Mo-
John D. Anderson; J.W., Bro. Philip H, : Arthur; Sec.,, Bro, J. H. Gilmore; Chap.
Laird; Treas, Bro. Robert Adair; Sec’y., , Rev. Bro. J. B. Muir; S.D., Bro. W. Rud-
Bro, Jogeph Mills; Chap., Bro William , dick; J.D., Bro. W. Eddie; £.G., J. Cun~
Clements; S.D., Bro. John E. Kettle; J.D., { ningham.
Bro. William Stokes; I.G., Henry P.
Cusack; Tyler, Bro. Geo. J. Smith. o G}‘;A“D ‘gg’x OF }’II(‘W'A SCOTIA. N
Kixaston.—Officers of Minden Lodge, | g . poy —jomaoers of Thistle Lodga, No.
No. 253, held at Kingston, and mstalled by | 33’ % N'VS;?’ h%d 3 (X)%Bay, anAd :;Mtau'
W. Bro. Pense, on June 25, 1877:—LP.M., | §a o3 oo v W. Bro W, Onoaboll
W. Bro. J. Redden; W. M., Bro, B, J. B, | 5ryfsisted by W. Bro. W, Campball,
Pense, re-elected; S. W., Bro. W. M4, g I%IV—.};VMV’VVY] mesla‘i:‘.m}&v? pené:er;
Baillie; J, W., Bro. A. Strachan; Tress., | Nelson L T . Tl A Bar Roderick Mro.
R. W. Bro. Wilkinson; Sec’y, Bro. James | K onsie: §W’°’B D Mobellon: S D.. Bro.
Kenrns, re-elected; Chap., Bro. Craig; enzie; Sac., bro. cLelan; O, 12 Sr0.
Organist, Bro. G. Andrews; S. D.. Bro i | James Bollen; J.D , Bro._John J. McAuly;
Walch; J. D., Bro. A. P, Cornell; 8. 8., | 5,02 1.3'._{’: IR“ MoVicar; I.8,; Bro. “;‘) A
Bro. Thos. Scorah; J. S., Bro. B. Robinson; pman; Jylen, oro. foan Mevien Do
I. G, Bro. J. F. MacEW:an; Tyler. Bro. E C., Bro. Malcalm McKinnon.
Ball; D. of C,,"Bro. W. Perry. | VS%mHﬁanon.—OﬁigersofEu{?kgLo&ge,
Currroy. —Officers of Clifton Lodge, No. , NO. 42 held at Sheet Harbor, N. 8., and
254, held at Clifton, Ont., and instiglléd lfy :xnstaued by W Bro J H Baleam:—

W. Bro. Samuel Smith, on Jaly 20th, 1877 M, W Bro J H Balcaw; W21
1 PM. W. Bro. Rebert “n%bﬁignis@. ! W Bro Thomas A Baker; § W, Bro William

M.. W. Bro. C. V. Banting; S.W., Bro, | Rutledge; J W, Bro Geo Smith: Treasurer,
Wm. Crawford, J.W., Bro.g’Alex. Logau; : Bro Hugh Dunn; Sscretary, Bro John W
Treas., Bro. Benry Preston; Sec'y., Bro. , Bal; S D, Bro Angus Cruickshanks; J D,
John J, Guerin, Chap., Bro. Gasper Rosh; Br0 David Drake; § S, Bro Wi F Boautilier;
8.D., John Robertson; J.D., Bro. Langley ; Y S Bro Geo Dunn, I G, Bro W Witte
Sewell; S.S., Bro. James Tattersall; J.S., | 26beTs Tyler, Bro John P Hogan.
Bro. Richard Fierness; I.G., Bro. Jno. J. ! TLocrrorT.—Oficers of Taylor Lodge, No.
Boll; Tyler, Bro. Chas. Newman; D. cfC., | 62, R. N. S.,held at Lockport, N.S., and ins
Bro. Wm. L. Flaherty. stalled by W. Bro. W. Brown, on April
THGHRNILL. — Officers of Pattorson | 24th, 1877:—L P. M., W. Bro. Michael
Lodge, No. 265, held at Thorshill, and in- ; Brown; W. M., W. Bro. Wynne Johnston;
stalled by W. Bro. John Fisher on 24th , . W., Bro. Lewis C. Johuston, J. W. Bro.
June, 1877:—1 P M, W Bro Wm C Patter- : Jacob G. Locke; Treasarer, Bro. James G.
son; W M, W Bro John Lane; S W, Bro, Alla.; Secretary, Bro. James E. Richard-
James Martin; J W, Bro Joba McConnell; . 80n; S. D., Bro. Lascelle McDonald, J. D.,
Treasurer, Bro Wm A Kirkpatrick; Seare- , Bro. David Peterson; S. S., Bro. Thomas
tary, Bro Jas McDonald; S D, Bro W U , Copelar i; J. S., Bro. Thomes Williams;
Lubbock; J D, Bro W R Bowman; S8, Bro | Tyler, Bro. Winslow McMillan.
Edward Martin; J §, Bro J Brumwell; 1C, | = Aricoar.—~Officers of Richmond Lodge, No. 64, held
Bro David Duncan, Tyler, Bro Jokn Black, , Arichat, and installed by W. Bro. Cluugh, on léh
"Dof C, BroJ W Norris ! March, 1877:—I P M, Andrew Campb.ll; W 3, WR
18, | Cutler} S W, Jos R Thomson; J W, John K Rindress;
27’%3R111’\‘1.d~0f%cer3 of Well'ngtzn Lodge, No. , g"ﬁ”ﬁ"{“’ g"““{,‘l lll‘: %uf;:hf Sccrgmry,hwsr %ruf,bg
, held at E-in, and installed by W. Bro. 1 g oo ref SO, o D; Jas Bamults & B
Fothiford, on Juso 25uh, 1877 LB.M., W, | Sty gy, D7 ¢ & Feter Boslets
o, . ;
Th(:)sl‘ i‘f Iiﬂf“srf"é;f’Bz: V%I&;. Vgénl?:;'- | _ GRAND LODGE OF NEW BRUNSWICK.
J. W., Bro, Jobo Willis; Treos., Bro. Jas. | t%°“°§‘§§f"‘“'%“}§°§£§f oy %Igdg? 1%"-}'35“‘“
Crozier; 8-c’y, Bro. Wm. McDowell; Chap., | 1PN A B Aulton; W A1,°C E Knapp; S W, Vim
Bro. Hugh Milloy; S. D., Bro. Dagald | Richatdson; 3 W, Foter Hagan, Trcasurer, § M
Campbdell; J. D., Chus. Overland; Stewards, | g%“?%%f‘{?g?&%’k&g '-058 ) SJDﬁeJd;!ch 03'
Bros. H. McNaughton, and Stephen Me- | wﬁgndlor;o'r'y]cr,'s Color 3 ¥ ™ nerys 2%




