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PASTORAL LETTER
OP HIS LORDSHIP. MSGR. A. PASCAL, 0. M. I.. D. D.,

BISHOP OP PRINCE ALBIKT.

AUmiy by th» Grace <^ God and the Autiuyrity qf the Hof^
AjumMieSee, Bishop qf Prince Albert.

.To the Clwgy OMd the Faithful ofour dioeeae, greeting and btM-
dielion in the Lord.

DiARLY Beloved Brethren:
<

Before leaving our diocese to pay our
oflleia] and flliaTrespects to the Supreme Father of Christendom,
we wish to bring to your attention and enlist your hearty an<L^
generous co-operation in its solution, a problem which is of the^
greatest impcHtance for the welfare of the Church in our diocese,
and which has, for a long time occupied our earaest and prayerful
thought It is the problem of providing for the education of
thonxighly Catholic teachers for our schools and of enabling our
Cath(rfie young men to fit themselves for their future careers by a
course in higher education without any danger of compromising
their Holy Faith or the integrity of their Christian morals.

The awful war just ended demonstrates, better than any w(mb
of ours, ihe dangers of merely secular education when not guided
by tm^ Christian principles. It shows that intellectual devebp-
ment and modem inventions may be dther a great blessing or nveat
euna to mankind. It proves also the truth of the old claim of the
Church tiiat science fails to save and civilize the world, when*
divorced from religion and morality.

Never has there been a greater need of truly educated m^
than there is to-day. Never has there been a greater desire for,
and i^preciatiop of learning. Never have there been offered so
many and so greatopportunities for learning. Catholics have nev
been behind in the search for learning. Ii. fact the Church has
been, for ages, and is still the champion and custodian of secular
knowledge, as well as of revealed truth. She has ibunded ^^ <'• ^
the gr^iler number of universities in Europe. Out of one hundred
and ior^-eight universities in Europe, Catholics have founded one
hundred and seventeen.

The words of Bidiop O'Dwyer of Limerick apply to Canada as
woll as to Ireland: "What we want at thoh^d of ourpoimlar
movements are a few men of intellect and high culfaire, aiid thiougb-
<mt the country a large body of really educat«l men." What the
country needs, and what the Church needs duiing these troubled
timea is able and sane leaders. What gives great lead^s to a country?
Wjttt disefopB greatminds for greatproblems? It ie higher education.
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The poiHiIatlon of Canada is over one thiid Cathdic Tho
govemmeiit it eight tenths non-Cath< c Non-Cathdies have not
a largo numerical majority, and sti. ,iow massively and over^
whelmingly non-Catholic is the Press, miUic opinion, and the atmo-
Qihereof the Dominion! In this fair province of ours, Catht^
form twenty per cent of the population, and we have not a single
member of Parliament at Ottawa, and only two or three in the
Provincial House at Regina. We have only one CathoUc judge.
We have hardly twenty Catholic lawyers out of four hundred, only
one Catholic professor out of thirty on the regular teaching staff at
the provincial University. We have only four Catholic school in-
spectors out of forty-two. and no Catholic teacfaJBr on our i»ovincial
Normal School staffs.

Why are Cathdics so strong numerically and so weak and in-
significant in influence in this province? Why, if not chiefly on
account of our neglect of higher educatron? Cathdics have been
satisfied to be hewers of wood and drawers of water. Catholics in
this province have tilled the soil and built the railways, but to a
great extent they have neglected higher education.

During the last few years, there has been a marked improve-
ment in this respect but, unfortunately, little has been done for the
Catholic education of the boys. Several convents have be<m opened
in different parte of the province, some of which are 'doing second-
ary school work. Only two preparatory schools for boys are npw
being esteblished 'n the southern part of the province, whilst nothing
as yet has been done in this diocese. Nothing has even yet been
done to make up for the lack of religious -nd moral training of the
Catholic boys frequenting the provincial institutions of learning.

If we want the Church to wield influence in this country, if we
want her to exercise her educative force, if we want her to fulfill

her missu>n in society, we need men with intellectual power and
genius for leadership. We need big minds to master big problem?,
to give inspiration and direction to their fellow-men; and the moins
to power, the means to influence, and the means to leadershiip is

higher education.

To foster this higher education for our Catholic youth, two idans
suggest themselves. One is to make use of and co-operate with the
already existing state institutions of learning; the other, toestoblish
an independent Catholic College somewhere in the diocese.

While the latter is the ideal plan from a Catholic stendpoint,
there are several obstacles militeting against it, which seem to
render it unfeasible. First, the founding of an efficient independent
CatlK>licColiege which could compete with the state institutions would
require a much larger amount of money than the Catholics can raise.



Secondly, audi an indepoMlent Cathc JoU«g« eould not. for
mtny yowi at loMt. givo ^oufMs nich as Law, Medieina, EnginMr-
Ing and AgriettlturB. and many Catholic young m«n tharefon atill
would have to fraquant the atate inntitutiona.

Thirdly, tha aatabliahmant of two Catholic collagaa in tha
aoutham part of the province would neceaaarily leaaen the financial
aaaiatance that could be hoped for. whilat reducing tha number of
atudenta available for another Catholic college.

F(mrthly, it would, at jmaent prove extremely difficult to man
thia college with a highly trained and efficient itaflT.

Let ua now consider the other plan, that of affiliation and co-
operation with the atate inatitutiona of learning. Theae inatitutiona.
being non-Catholic, permit great liberty of thought and freedom in
the exiHwaaion of ideaa, which would be dangeroua for immature
minda if left unguarded. The foundera of the university have, with
wiae forethought, made provisions against these dangers. They
have provided for the esUblishment of Church colleges in proximity
to the university, and co-operating with it. Such colleges would be
granted power to teach contentious subjects, such as history and
philoaophy,' and thereby the danger to Faith would be greatly
minimized, if not entirely eliminated. Such a college for Catholica
in connection with the provindd university would provide a much
needed religioua, intellectual and social center for all Cathcdic
students of the university, the Normal, and the other secundary
schbols at Saskatoon, and would foster harmony and mutual under-
standing between Catholics of dJift»ient nationalities.

This r-lan, backed up, as it is, by the almost unlimited finanda
rpwurces of the province, would assure economy in expense and in-
i > ^ <ificiency by placing at the disposition of the Catholic college

ay, equipment, and laboratories of the state institutions.
nher aspect of this plan is also worthy of consideration.

.station of the Catholic students, under guidance and super-
vision, with non-Catholic students wouW tend to remove suspicion,
bigotry and misunderstanding, and thereby open up larger avenues
of succeaa to our Catholic students.

Having weis^ed and compared for a long time these two dif-
ferent plans of meeting the needs of our Catholic youth pursuing
higher studies, we have come to the conclusion that the second of
these plans, namely the founding of a Catholic college in affiliation
with the state university is at present the only feasible one from a
financial point of view, whilst it meets our most pressing require-
ments. Therefore we have decided to take immediate st^w for the
establishment at Saskatoon of a Catholic college to serve as an in-
tellectual and religious center for Catholic young men of the province
attending the various state institutions of leammg at that city.



ToeanryoQtthisplui it wOl beMMMtry t&raiMtmmof tp.
IMtniBMtely sixty thousand doHars. which must be oontributwl hgr

thoM who have at hMurt the cause of higher Catholic edueatioii.

For the ponjoae of rat'^ing this amount, we hereby anpoint tiie

reVennid mstors of the Cathedra] at Prince Albert, of St Paul's
Church at Saskatoon, of the Church of Our Lady of Looidea at
North Battleford, and of St. Aogustir>e's Churah at Humboldt,
a committee for the piirpoee of dividing among themselvea, for car.-

vaising purposes, the entire territory of the diocese and evolving
an effective campaign of canvassing for the necessary fumto, with
power of associating with themselves as many of theekrgy wd
laity as they may deem advisable or neeessaiy for the pufpoic. We
aloo dirset tiiedergy and the two Catholic newsp^>«fs in the diocese
to lend an auistance in their power to bring^fS&i'cumpaicB to
successful issue.

We ajvoint the above mentioned four pastmv. together with
<me Catholic layman from each of their respective districts, a* an
advisory committee to assis' the diocesan authorities in selecting a
suitable site for the proposed institution, provi ling suitJ>ie buildings,
sheeting an efficient staff, evolving a satisfactory plan of affiliation
with the provincial university, and mnviding for the qtecii^ needs
of different groups of Catholics in the province.

-We app^ dearly beloved Brethren, most earnestly to your
well known generosity for the purpose of accomplishing this most
important and necessary undertaking. We are confident that you
realize fully that this enterprise is for the benefit of your own mmr,
that it is destined to place withte their reach the hii^iest opportun^
ities in life without endangering their immortal souh. tliis nikto-
taking is destined to pnnnote unity and harmony between the various
groups of Catholics, and to provide us with able, sane and effl^t
leaders to assist in guiding the destinies of both the Church and the
State in our bek)ved counUy. Thus we are confident thi^ tto wcnic
will redound to thrbeneflfrCif the iiwMv iduah •ofthe'Ch!llii^"lild 6T
the state.

In conclusion may we express the confident hope that, when we
shall kneel at the feet of tlie Holy Father, this great undertaking
shall have so far advanced that we may present it to him as the
crowning work of our life and implore upon it and its promoters and
benefactors his apostolic benediction.

Dated at Prince Albert on the Feast of St Joseph, the nme-
teenth day of March, 1919.

+ALBERT, 0. M. I.,

Bishop of Prince Albert.






