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A BRAVE BOY

Some vears ago
a ship with man}
passen gers on
board was going
down the English
Channel. when, ow-
ing to fog, she was
run into by an-
other vessel. All
the passengers
were much afraid,
for the ship was
sinking. All  the
sailors scized life-
belts, and the
boats were lowered
and filled.

But one lady had
not been able to
get on deck so
quickly as t he
others. A sailor lad
saw her looking
wildly and help-
lessly around, and
he went quickly up
to her and said :

“Ma'am, I can
swim and you
can’t; take my
life-belt.”

He put it around
her as he spoke.
and they both
jumped into the
sea. It was a rough
sea. and several of
the boats were
swamped. But
amonyg those who
were picked up by
the other vessel
and saved were the
brave sailor boy
and the lady to
whom he had given
his cork belt.

The boy was un
conscious, and they
thought at first
that he was dead.
But he wa s

TRYING THE ICE.

and calm
hou {
Jver
rushed ave
their tives What
made  him. when
he saw one weak
and  helpless and
afraid, give up In
chance of hife that
she might be <aved?
What took awan
all terror of  the
rough  and angry
\'\I\\l'\.,
Just  this the
thought and the
knowledge that he
was God's child,
and that if he dd
God's will all
would he well with
him.  Nothing else
could have made a
bov. brought up as
:"w hn«! }N“'h' Al--
aich o self-sacrifi
ing and  herox
Tl nnli nothing
¢  would have
kept him calgn n
the hour of danger
1f our lives and
hearts  and  will
are viven to God,
we need never be
draid. Allyvou who
read thi- want to be
bhrave, o vou not?
You hke to hear
of brave deeds of
brave children. and
vou sonctime

wonder wha il

1
would have done f

vou had been n
thewr  places Re
member  this  that
i we nre not
brave and self sac
rificing n httle
things we shall not

b <o 1n greal ones

brought back l_u life. and to the people but in the place where sin and  Let t o with all our daily
!;nnw!--v‘_;_w that his brave deed was not wickedness and misery wert alwavs be-  life, and then we <hall be able 1o trust
in vain. fore him. Tihen one dav he was taken Him when danger threatens.

That boy had once been a waif in ' to a training <hip and taught to be a  Be God's child, and then when the
the London streets H> was not sailor. ) need comes vou too will be ready to do
brought up among good and brave Jut what taught him to stand still a brave deed. ’
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THE SUNBEAM.

THE RUNAWAYS.
Five little brothers set out together
To journey the livelony day
In a eurious carriage all made of leath
er
They hurried away, away !

One bir brother and three quite small,
And one wee fellow no size at all
The carriage was darkened and none

too roomy
And thev could not move about,
The five little brothers grew very
gloomy,
And the wee one began to pout,
Till the bigger one whispered, ““What
do you say ¥
Let’'s leave the carriage and run
away ! 7’
So out they scampered, the five to-
gether,
An off and away they sped !'—
When somebody found the arriage of
leather,
And my, how she shook her nead !
"Twas her little l)ll}'.ﬁ shoe, as every
one knows,
And the five little brothers were tive
little toes.
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DID IT TO THANK GOD.

A missionary, who was preaching the
Gospel in the far av.ay island of Singa
pore, was pleased and surprised one
day to find his little church all freshly
whitewashed. “Who did it * he asked.
and a new Chinese convert said, ““1
did it to thank God.” Surely this was
a good way to thank God. 1 wonder
if we could not sometimes thank God
by doing something to make his house
beautiful.

THE YOUNG ARTIST

I'his is not the kind of “art studic”
we expect to tind, 15 10?7 But it s an
artist’s workshop ali the same. It i< o
pity that the sketehing on the wall s
so dim we can scarcely judoe the abil
ity of the voung renius from it. and the
cat’s head he is at present drawing is
in such an unsatisfactory stage We
are only certain that it is going to e
a cat. The bov must love his work.
for he has, we can see, been doing some
wood  carving.  The ship and the
bracket on which it stands, the heavy
looking  walking-stick, and the par
tially carved dog are specimens of this
work. If he keeps on at it and con
tinues to improve, week by week, we

A YOUNG ARTIST

shall likely hear of him as some famous
artist or first-class wood-carver, but he
will need to possess perseverance, taste,
and skilled fingers.,

THE NEW FAMILY.

“There’s a new familv moved into
our house,” said Ned, with a twinkle
in his eves. “Come and <ee it, mother.”

Thev went down cellar and there,
snugly crowded into a little space be
tween the walls, was a warm nest made
of bits of paper and rags, and in it
were three tiny, pink, squeaking mice !
Mother didn™t quite want that kind of

they were very cunning. She stepped
coftiv away, and soon the little brown
mother mouse came back, and cuddled
down as if she were telline her children
what she had seen while she was away

WHAT FRANK FOUND.

The children were playing “follow my
leader”™ down by the woods. It was
pretty down there by the spring, and
the «un shone warm on their heads as
they  played. Edith was the leader,
and she was taking them down the
path to the spring, when Frank came
running up out of the woods.

“Oh. come  here ! come here !
found something ! he cried.

“What is it ?”
said Editk, and
all the rest cf
the children did
as she did, and

I've

you
come and look!”
answered Frank,
and he wouldn’t
say another
word ; so they
all followed, till
they came to a
big  spreading
bush , and there,
in the very mid-
dle of the
branches, was
the dearest lit
tle nest you ever
saw, with twao
tiny eggs in it,
all speckled over
The mother bird
was frightened,
and kept flying
to and fl‘”.
chirping and
calling, but
Frank did not
mind that.
“Let’s take the
nest home,”” he
said. ““Aren’t the
eggs pretty?
I'm so glad 1
found it.’

dith clapped her hands arnd so did
all the others after her. I'm ever so
glad you brought us to see it,”” she
said. “How are you going to reach
it, Frank 7 ~

“0, 'm going to pull down the
branches, and break them off, and get
it just as easyv,” said Frank. “Then
vou make a hole in the eres with a pin
and blow them out, and keep them
that way. I've seen Cousin Will do
it ever so nl‘lv'n.'.

Jut Nellie spoke up then. She was
Cousin Will's  little sister. “Brother
Will doesn’t take the nest away from
the poor bird, Frank,”” she said, “‘and
he only takes one single ege : he told
me so.  He leaves the others for the

a family in her house, but she thought { mother bird.”

“Oh ! T
nicer way
Frank 7’
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deal
you,

“Oh! T think that’s
nicer way,” said Edith ;
Frank 7’

The mother bird came flving close to
their heads just then, chirping dole
fullv. Frank was not a cruel bov. and
he felt sorry for the bird. “I'll just
take one, then,”” he said, and so he
stood very carefully on tiptoe, and all
the children watched him as he pulled
down the branches, and took out one
of the pretty speckled eggs.  Then
they went awav and left the bush. and
the mother bird came back again.

Frank took a pin, and begsan to
muke a hole in one end of the egg.
Then, when that was done, he went to
work to make another hole in the
other end. But he had never done any
such work before, and all of a sudden,
as he

a great
“don’t

was pushing the pin point

against the shell, the ege broke all ‘o
I’i"""\'.

“There ! it’s all spoiled ! said

Frank.

“Oh ! what a pity ! said Edith.

But little Nellie spoke up again. ““ 1
think the birds can take better care of
their errs than boys can,” she said.
“I'm glad vou leit the other ece, any
way.”

“I'm sorry I took this
rank honestiy.
ren find a nest,
alone.

one,” said
Now, when the child
they leave the eggs

LESSON NOTES.
FOURTH QUARTER.
WORDS AND WORKS OF JESUS AS RECORDED
IN THE GOSPELS.

LESSON X1L.—DECEMBER 16.

Matt. 28. 1-15. Memory verses, 5, 6.
JESUS RISEN FROM HE DEAD.
GOLDEN TEXT.

He is risen as he said.—Matt. 28, 6.
LESSON STORY.

Oh ! blessed thought that Jesus con-
quered death. That his body did not
stay in the dark grave but came forth
beautiful and radiant. Because his
body came forth so shall ours some
day, and, like him, we shall then ¢o to
live forever with our Heavenly Father.
It must have been a great surprise to
the women who came early that Sun-
day morning—the first Easter morn
to the tomb of their Lord. They were
frightened at first, for the glad Easter
news had not a meaning for them just
then. But as soon as they knew they
ran to tell the disciples, and when they
beheld their risen Lord their joy knew
no bounds.

There were some hearts though that
were not glad at the news—they who
had killed him from cruel hate. The;
were sore distressed and were afraid to
have the news go abroad. It would
prove that Jesus was all he said he
was. So these evil men bribed the guar-

dians of the tomb to say that his dis
ciples had stolen his body
But their wicked he did not help the
news from spreading that the crucified
Jesus had indeed risen from the

at night

grave
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST

1. When
Friday. |

2. When was his tomb found empty
The next Sunday.

3. Who came early to his grave
three Marys.

4. Whom found they there ? An angel

5. What did the angel say 7 Fear not,
the Lord is risen.

6. What did they do ? Ran to tell the
disciples.

was Jesus crucified ”  On

* Tha |
|
|

7. Whom did they then sce? The
Saviour himself.

8. What did they then do? Bowed
down and worshipped him.

9. What did the wicked elders and

high priests do ? Bribed the soldiers to
say Christ’s body had been stolen

LESSON

Luke 24. : Memory verses, 46-45
JESUS ASCENI + INO HEAVEN

IL.—DECEMBER 23

GOLDEN TEXT.

While he biessed them he was parted
from them, and carried up into Heaven.
—Luke 24. 51.

LESSON STORY.

Forty days passed from the time of
Christ's coming forth from the grave
until his ascending into heaven. Dur-
ing that time he was busy doing good
work. Some of his disciples had seen
him and believed him to be the spme
Jesus, but others of them doubted. One

day he appeared to them with the
greeting, “Peace.”” At first they were
full of fear and thought he was a

spirit. To prove to them that he was
not he ate some fish, and told them to
Galley 13 Happy Days

look and see if he was not flesh and
bones. And to Thomas who doubted
he said to put his hands in the wound
prints.

Then he showed them how the Scrip-
tures said all this should happen. He
told them they were to be witnesses to
all the world, and that they were to
stay in Jerusalem until power from
on high was given them. Then he led
them a little way and raised h.: hand
to bless them, and as he did so he as
cended out of their sight.

QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST.

1. How many days was Christ on
the earth from his Resurrection to as
cension ? Forty days.

2. Did he appear to
Yes.

3. Did all believe it was he ? No.

4. To make the doubting believe
what did he do? Eat fish and told
them to feel his wounds.

5. What did he -ay to them ? That
they must tell the world of his Resur
rection.

6. What

his dis¢ l"ll“ 2

did he then do? Blessed

them.

EVERY LITTLE TELLS.
Gnly a drop in the bucket,
But every drop will tell ;

I'he bucket would

soon be empty
Withovt the

drops in the well
Uniyv a poor little penay,
It was all I had to give
But as pennics make the dollars,
It may help some cause to live

\ GRANDMOTHER S RL LES
Somebody grandmother has be
queathed to her descendants these ad

mirable rules of conduct

.\l\\n_\~ look at the person to whom
you speak. When vou are addressed,
look straight at the person who speaks
to you. Do not forget thys.

Speak your words plamily | do not
mutter or mumble. If words are worth
sayiig, they are worth pronouncing
distunctly and clearly.

Do not say disagrecable things. i

you have nothing pleasant to sa)
keep silent.

Think three times before you speak
once.

Have you something to do that you
find hard and would prefer now to do ?
Do the hard thing first and get it over
If you have done wrong go ano con
fess it. i your lesson 1s tough, ma=ta
it. If the garden is to be weeded, weed
it first and play afterwards. Do first
the thing you don't ke to do, and
*hen, with a clear conscience, wry the

rest.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
O litde town of Bethichem,
How still we see thee lh';
Above thy deep aod dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by ;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light ;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee to-night.

For Christ is born of Mary ;
And gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth ;

And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to men on earth.

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous gift 1s given :
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him <ull,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Chiid of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us to-day

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tiding= tell,

0 come 1o . nbide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel,




the class, or better, memorize and re-
cite.  For instance, a text about Christ
mas or New  Year or Easter : about
harvest time, or planting, or business,
Then we may have a Promise Sabbath,
calling for  the beautful  Bible  pro
mises ; or a Golden ‘Text Sabbath,
when each must select o new  Golden
Text for himself, which he thinks will
fit the lesson almost as well as the one
given us by authority.

I was told by a member of the com-
mittee which arranges our Inter-
national Series that th “e is more dis-
cussion in the committee about choos-
ing Golden Texts as well as more ex-
postulation from the public aiter they
are chosen, than on any other point ;
and 1 believed him. Older scholars
might be asked to bring opinions or
illustrations or facts about individual
verses or clauses in the lesson.

o
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A GENTLEMANLY BOY.
A gentle boy, a manly boy,
Is the boy 1 love to see ;
An honest boy, an upricht boy.
Is the boy of boys for me.

SR TS
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TELLING THE SECRET TO GRANDMA.

WHAT CAN WE DO Y

Is there no means by which we can
persuade or reason our scholars into
more study of the Bible 7 Is there no
means by vhich we can induce the
fathers and mothers and grandmothers
and older sisters who it by the piano
during practice hour to see that there
i no shirking of the seales, who preside
over the study table at night to see
that the spelling books and grammars
recenve  due attention, to bestow  also
snlm-\\‘l:.’\t llruluu'nu“;n'- 'l,'|il|\ upon
preparation for the Sabbath lesson ? _

In many carcful Christian homes it
would seem as though the parents wer
thorouchly alive to the value to their
children of every boanch of education,
except  education  in the Seriptures.
After vrovidine a Bible for each son
and davghter, with the name and an
upp.-.‘printv text on the iy leaf, there
the matter. to a great extent, drop
No questions are asked. very few re
minders are given. no particular inter
est is shown. nor apparently is applica
tion expuocted. Latin t} mt-t learn,

they like. We can hardly wonder that
bovs and girl. who would feel to their
finger tips the mortification of a slip
in geography or spelling, laugh and are
undisturbed when caught in the most
flacrant Biblical blunders. Nor is it
perhaps surprising that diligent and
conscientious as  to their week-day
tasks, eager for progress and “‘promo-
tion”” in them, they really are rea'lv to
feel complacent and self-satisfied if, at
the end of vears of Sabbath-school at
tendance, thev have risen hich enough
to stumble throuch the Golden Text of
mavhe  twenty words, and to have
<kimmed over the lesson passage at
liome. Can we teachers do anvthing in
our own or »ny other households to
alter this state of feeling ?

There are certain  simple little
methods  which, if varied sufficiently.
micht brine about a moderate amount
of preparation ; and moderation in
these thines would be a pleasant ad
vance. Give out a topie for the next
Sabbath, and ask each scholar to hunt
up in his Bible a text bearing upon it,

| jour,

The gende boy guards well his lips,
Lest words that fall may grieve ;
The manly boy will never stoop
To meanness, »r deceive.

An honest boy clings to the righ
Through seasons foul and fair ;

An upright boy will faithful be
When trusted anywhere.

The gentle boy, the manly boy,
Upright and honest, too,

Will always find a host of friends
Among the good and true.

He reaps reward in domg good,
Finds joy in giving joy,

And earns the right to bear the name,
A gentlemanly boy.

FOR JESUS’ SAKE.

“Mother,” said a little five-year-old
oy, “I wish Jesus lived on ea.th
now.”’

“Why, my darling ?”’

“‘Because I should like so much to do
something for him.”

“But what could such a littie bit of
a fellow as you are do for the Sav-
iour ?”’

The child hesitated a few moments,
then looked up into his mother’s face
und said : “Why, mother, 1 could run
on all his errands for him.”

So vou could, my child, and so you
shall.  Here are a glass of jelly and
some oranges I was going to send to
poor. old, sick Margaret by the ser-
vant ; but T will let you take them in-
stead, and do an errand for the Sav-
for when upon earth he said:
‘Inasmuch as ve did it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ve did it
unto me.” Whenever you do a kind
act for anybody because vou love
Jesus, it is just the same as if the

| Saviour were now living on the earth

but about the Bible they may do as ‘ which he is to copy out and bring to | and you were doing it for him.”




